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.. Who comforteth n. in :ill onr tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
tronble. hy the comfort wherewith we onrselves are comforted of God." -2 Coa. i. 4.

NEW YEA.R'S PORTION.-ROUNDING ANOTHER
HEA.DLAND.
Tile righteous shall lwld on !ds lOa?!, and he that ltatlt clean hands
shall be stronger and strange}'." -J OB xvii. 9.
IT was a. bold headland running out into the sea.. We had long
sighted it; and now in our little bark we came abreast of it,
and rounding the headland were again in the broad ocean of
untold wonders, holding on our way to face fresh billows. And
is it not just so with the last days and hours of another year?
We have .rounded the headland of 1895, and now we hold on our
way on the sea of life.
Thank God, we have hitherto avoided the shifting sands of
scepticism and infidelity. We have given Romanism and
Ritualism a wide berth, for we have seen ships drawn down, as
it were, into a vortex by their subtlety, while the lighthouse of
divine truth has ever been our friend by night and by day.
" Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path."
We have no confidence in creature piloting, our strong hold is
the presence and power of the Captain of our salvation. "I am
with thee," is His own word of promise. What, then, have we
to fear? The strong blasts of adversity will doubtless come
again upon us, but He who rules the winds and waves will not
suffer them to harm us, for "The righteous shall hold on his
way," and 1895 will unfold greater things yet, but all will only
urge onwards to the haven of rest, 'vhere there will be peace at
last.
(I

,. Oue yeil.r has gone, another comE'S instead.
Thou, 0 our God, dost regulate their course."
"Thou hast promised no stormless course,
Yet singing and gladly we go:
Faithful and true, thou wilt bring us through;
If not, Thou hadst told us so."
l,
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But then it may be said, "Your New Year's Portion says the
l'igltteou8 shall hold on his way. Ah me! I am anything but
righteous." True, in yourself doubtless you are far from this, and
it is a mercy you know it and feel it. But stop a minute, and let
us see if yet you cannot claim to belong to the Lord's righteous
ones. Now' here is a passage of Scripture which at once goes to the
root of the matter: "Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord"
(Isa. liv. 17). And this is confirmed in Jer. xxiii. 6, where,
speaking of Christ, it is said, "This is His name whereby He
shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness"; and it is shown
how His righteousness is imputed to His Church: "The Lord
our Righteousness" (Jer. xxxiii. 16). A.nd this can be in no other
way than by imputed righteousness. Look, then, at the scriptural
positiou of the child of God. By nature, together with all mankind, being born in sin and shapen in iniquity, he is in a state
of condemnation; he has no righteousness of his own, and can
only cry out with the Psalmist, "Enter not into judgment with
Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be
justified." The attempt made by many to repentance and reformation for justification always ends in perfect failure. " By
the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified" in God's sight.
Yet there is a way clearly revealed in the Scriptures by which
God is just and the Justifier of sinners; and this is brought about
first as an act of' rich and free grace, pursuant to the covenant
engagement of Christ, wherein the righteonsnesR of' Christ is
placed to the sinner's account, and his guilt transferred to the
Person of Christ. So that the Lord having laid upon Him the
iniquity of all His people, they are considered complete in Him
as their Covenant Head. And this the atonement of Christ has
fully and completely effected. He exclaiming from the cross, '" It is
finished!" proving Himself mighty to save, for He made an end
of sin, made reconciliation for iniquity to bring in an everlasting
righteousness-yea, "by his one offering He hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified." The Father is well pleased for
His righteousness' sake, for His Son hath magnified the law,
satisfied justice, paid His people's debt, blotted out the handwriting that was against them, and has goone to prepare mansions
of bliss for them, having determined that where He is there
shall they be also.
And now, dear reader, is not this a religion which just suits
you and me as poor undone sinners? and have we not felt the
efficacy of the atonement applied to our consciences by the power
of the Holy Ghost, cleansing us from all sin? and can wo not feel
the force in our own experience of those words, "Much more then
being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him"?
.
Ah! how sovereign grace and mercy shine forth in the Lord's
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parable of the Prodigal Son: to think that such a degraded fellow
should become one of God's righteous ones. But it was so. How
was it brought about? Why, just as it is in every oase. Selfdetermined, he obtained his share of this world's goods, which
he soon wasted in riotous living, going from bad to worse, and
brought by his conduct to such degradation that he filled himself
with the food that fell from the swine's trough; all of whioh is
but a true picture of all of us if left to ourselves in self-will.
And how could such an one become in the Lord's eyes righteous
and owned as one of God's righteous ones? We repeat, how
was that effected ? Well, in his graceless dilemma the Holy
Spirit taught him this lesson, "Vain is the help of man." "N 0
man gave unto him," but the Holy Spirit brought him to
conviction and contrition, so that he cried, "I will arise and
go to my Father, and will say unto Him, Father, I have sinned
against Heaven and before Thee, and am no more worthy to be
called Thy son." Now we see how this graceless one became
a righteous one-Obrist's imputed righteousness was put upon
him. "Bring forth the best robe and put it on him."
It is evident then that when Job says, "The righteous shall
hold on his way," that he meant something more than a mere
moral and righteous course. This God declares he had pursued.
In the eighth verse of the first chapter, we read. "The Lord said
unto Satan, Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is
none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one
that feareth God, and escheweth evil?" But a discipline was
necessary to teach Job that he could not depend upon such uprightness, whioh would fail him in the hour of need, and which, indeed,
did do so; for a time came when his extreme distress and rash
expressions showed that he required to be greatly humbled before
God, and to be drawn from trusting in creature righteousness, and
indeed, anything short of the righteousness of' Ohrist. I think we
have a similar line of teaching in the case of Oornelius. It is
written, "There was a certain man in Ooosarea called Oornelius, a
centurion of the band called the Italian band, a devout man,
and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much
alms to the people, and prayed to God always "-whose prayers
were heard, and alms were had in the sight of God. Well,
it might be inquired, what more was needed in his case? was not
his character and conduct an exemplification of a righteous one
who should hold on his way? Ah! beloved, the one thing needed,
which he had to be taught, was the deep necessity of the power
and outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Oornelius, it is true, was a
devout Gentile before he was received into the Ohuroh, but now he
must learn that as Ohrist was the Messiah of the Old Testament,
so the Holy Ghost was the grand promipe of the New Testament.
How wonderful, beloved, is the Divine training and teaching of
D
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our God, to bring us to nothingness, that Christ may be All-in-all
in our experience.
But now we might ask, Who is this that is giving forth
to the Church of Christ such blessed assurance that the righteous
shall hold on his way, even unto the end? Is it the assurance
of one who is walking on in a pathway strewn with roses and who
finds the road easy to traverse? Nay, far otherwise. True, it is
the language of one who was at one time in great earthly prosperity, and who was rich and happy in his family, but it was so
ordained that he should come down from his pinacle of favour and
fame, and in his property, family, soul, and body become reJuced
to the deepest distress. At the time he uttera the language of
our portion, he has been worried by some of his former friends,
who came to visit him in his unparalleled afflictions, to whom he
referred as being made weary and desolate by his company, and
his acoumulated misery made it more significant that he should
at such a time be able to affirm, "The righteous shall hold on his
way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger aud stronger."
But do notice that his words are rather an appeal from man to
God Himself, for he says also, "Now, behold, my witness is in
heaven, and my record is on high. My friends scorn me: but mine
eye poureth out tears unto God." Oh, this is very preciousturning away from all false counsellors, and looking up with tears
unto God, declaring that, as before Him, "The righteous shall hold
on his way."
Then note with us that our New Year's Portion has a covenant
"shall" in it. "The righteous shaft hold on his way." Oh, how
we love God's covenant shalls and wills; they denote strength in
our weakness, the support of Omnipotent Power an unceasing
stay; not granted to-day merely, but every day, even unto the
end. "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." In spite of all
that is calculated to crush and to cripple us, "The righteous shall
hold on his way," a "shall" spreading over the whole pathway.
The way is God's way; th'il keeping is God's keeping, and
therefore it can never fail. No leaving us to walk alone. If
His Arm is there, depend upon it He is very near. Such a
., shall" is in the covenant.
Then, again, "The righteous shall !told on his way." Hold on
what? A straw floating down the stream? a plank which keeps
dipping under the wa.ter? Verily not. Such is the clutching
of many. Blessed be God it is not ours. The righteous hold on
to the Arm of J ehovah. But our security is not in our faith's
hold of God's Arm, although such a faith's grasp is precious,
especially when maintained, and we learn the secret of walking
by faith and living by faith; but the more certain hold which
always cheers me is God's omnipotent hold of me; for while we
say, "Hold Thou me up. 'and I shall be safe," better still, He
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says, " I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." Sinking and sliding here is impossible.
See, beloved, that this hold of God and God's hold of us leads
to a calm staying one's-self on Christ in the day of trial and
affliotiou-yes, and death, too. The late Canon HOARE's dying
testimony was most precious, "I am perfectly at ?"Clit on et'ery
poiut." Oh, this is blessed-on every point. My earthly affairs?
Yes, I believe it is right, if possible, to have all things clear
with regard to earthly things. Shall I say, tile u·t'l! made? I
knew an eminent lawyer who was constantly drawing up his
clients' wills, but never made his own. The consequence was
that when death unexpectedly overtook him, his affairs were in
perfect confusion, and two of his relatives-maiden ladies, who
expected much-were left penniless. Papers, too, which were important, instead of being tied up, backed, and put in a safe
place, were nowhere to be found; and the last I heard of the
matter was, that his estate would have to go into chancery.
With the Christian this should not be. His God has made for
him a covenant ordered in all things and sure, and the Lord's
precision in heavenly things may well form an example in earthly
matters. But again, "at rest on every point "-the heavenly
the most important of all. My sins. If I have retained them,
there will be no rest of soul. But I have not retained them,
for Jesus has told me He has cast them all behind His backthat they shall be remembered no more. Why should I n('t
believe Him? To doubt His word would be to cast dishonour
upon His name and atonement. Lord, I do believe; I will
believe. Why not? Dear reader, if a doubting, trembling one,
join with us in this position.
And then our Portion says, "The righteous shall hold on !lis
1eay." vVho made it hili Im.lf.? Did he cleave it himself? A
poor helpless creature! could such cut a way through this
terrible wilderness? Indeed not. Here is He who hath done it
alL Ah! this is the way home, the way to heaven, the way to
glory. Shall I reach it? Shall you, beloved? Dear JOSEPH
IRONS wrote: "The covenant, tht3 promise, and the honour of
God, all stand pledged to perfect the work of grace where it is
once begun. 'My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My
pleasure.' Since Jesus demands all that the Father has given
Him to be with Him where He is, to behold His glory, and has
declared that all whom the Father has given Him shall come to
Him, and in no wise be cast out; yea, since the Holy Spirit
testifies of Jesus in the soul of every awakened sinner; if such
an one should fall short of heaven, the testimony of the Holy
Ghost would be falsified, the work of Christ invalidated, and the
Father's oath violated. Thus the whole covenant engagement of
the Eternal Three would become abrogated."
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"The oath of God, and covenant
love,
And J esu's blood all say.
'You shall His Spirit's influence
prove,
And still hold on your way.'

'" Till sin is slain and death o'ercome,
Till everlasting day,
Till you arrive in heav'n your
home,
You shall hold on your way.'''

And now a few words relative to the other expression in our
New Year's Portion. "He that hath clean hands shall be stronger
and stronger." Olean hands. We see at once how the teaching of
the passage is practical as well as doctrinal, and that the righteous
should live rig-hteously: of this I am personally most anxious. "I
beseech you" (says the Apostle Paul), "by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service." If I as a Christian dabble
in that which is not according to my character as a child of God,
I shall have dirty hands, and not clean. With such, how can I lay
hold of the Word of God, or how will that Word lay hold of me?
If I bespatter my garmAnts and person with that which is worldly,
stooping to this beggarly element and the other, how can I have
clean hands? One of the worst features of dirty hands and soiled
garments is the case of professing Christians; perhaps forward in
what is called Christian work, and yet whose private life does not
accord with their principles and preaching. It was said to me the
other day by an observant man of the world, who sought occasion
to vent a slur at religion, "Have you noticed how often you see
local preachers found out in some dirty act.ion?" A strong ca~e
at the time being the talk of the day. Alas! I could but think
it is so. I met some years ago with a prominent member of a
congregation, who could pray fervently and preach freely, and who
had committed an act of which he ought to have been ashamed,
and who, when I expostulated with him, replied, "I could not
help it, the Lord had left me." This is charging God with !lin,
"Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?" says the
Apostle Paul, and then exclaims with greatest fervour, "God
forbid! "
And now, lastly, our Portion says, "He that hath clean hands
8hall be 8tonger and stronger." Methinks I hear one weak and
trembling one say, "'1'hen this is not for me, for I get weaker
~nd weaker."
Stop a minute before you write more bitter things
against yourself.
You toitl become weaker and weaker as to the
mental or physical powers. This will acoompany the removing of
,every pin of the earthly tabernacle. And even with regard to
the spiritual, as to the testimony, it may appear weaker and
weaker, but i.t is not so. There may not be so much in
measure, but there will be in weight. As we get nearer and
nearer the end, there will be a silent but marked maturity.
Words may be fewer, but the root-hold firmer. "I know',
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(says 1he Apostle) "whom I have believed, and am periluaded
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him."
HoiV emphatic! what a grace-grasp! what a hallowed confidence!
Not jumped into, but grown into. So, beloved, is our portion
blessedly true in all the aspects in which we may be led to
view it. Let us rejoice in it. Let us take it for our New Year's
Portion. "Thc righteous shall hold on his toay, and !le that hatlt
clean hands shall be stronger and stronger."
One thought more. J ob assures us that' the righteous shall hold
on his way, but where is that way leading to? Notice his own
response to this inquiry. J ob xvi. 22, he tells us, "When a few
years are come, then I shall go the way whence I shall not
return." Oh, how blessed is this! The Christian does not for a
moment wish to return to earth, when he has gained the realms
{)f peace and rest. What heir of glory would return, who
having journeyed home throug-h much tribulation, is free from
all suffering and sorrow? The conflict ended, he bursts his
bands and leaves the regions of misery, mounts the hill of
triumph; his life, joy, and prosperity break forth as the morning,
his conflicts all over, victory and glory gained. Such will be the
~md of the way that the Christian has been called to walk in,
and in which he shall be upheld throughout.
•' Hail! r:1nsomed souls, beloved of

God,
Redeemed and cleansed with
precious blood;
OUt" Fat.her condescends to s'ty,
• Tbe righteous shall bold on his
way.'
" We first set out at His command,
To 1'e:1ch Emmanuel's promised
land;
Strength is proportioned to our
day:
.. The righteous shall hold on his
way.'
Burton-on-TJ'cnt.

"Oomplete in Ohrist, renew'q by
grace,
We run a sacred, certain race;
Though death and bell and sin
dismay,
'The righteous shall bold on his
way.'
"The Father's love, lLnd Saviour's
death,
The Spirit's work, as Scripture
saith,
This soul-reviving truth display,
'The righteous shall hold on his
way.' "
THE EDITOR.

THE Sunday C" Exaudi") which intervenes between the Day of
Ascension and Whitsuntide has, and not without some truth, been
~alled the "Orphan Ohild" among' the Sundays of the ecclesiastical
year. The I .. ord has ascended into heaven, and His manifestation on
the Day of Pentecost is still to come. This Sunday stands thus
isolated between the two festivals. The orphan child, .however, bears
..a precious treasure in its little casket-the promise, "I will pour
out my Spirit upon all flesh," and says prayerfully and h'opefully,
Exawli! that is, "Hear my prayer." In days of yore this" Exaudi"
formed the keynote in the hearts of the believers during the intervening
Itime.-Krumrnaclie1'.
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HERE AND YONDER.
"Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I
know £n peLTt,o but then shall I know evm as also I am known."1 CORINTHIANS xiii. 12.
WHAT a wondrous change it will be when we have done with the
" here" and enter into the "yonder," exchanging earth for heaventoil for rest-tears for triumph-the cross for the crown-faith for
sight. No more seeing Jesus "through a glass darkly," but "face
to face." No more faint views of Him, but realizing and revelling in
the glory of His presence. Sometimes I muse in faith's prospect of
the scene; what an opening it appears! The welcome home j the joy
of all the ransomed ones at seeing another poor sinner saved, and safe
within the pearly gates; the swelling of the melody of heaven, every
chord of which is an exclamation of praise, "Unto Him who hath
loved UP, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests unto God and His :Father j to Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever." While in this tono of mind
and spirit, a Christian friend came in, and while just telling him of
faith's anticipation I was enjoying, referring at the same time to
some earthly worry which presented such a contrast, he dropped a
remark which at once laid hold of me; alluding to the earthly care
he said, "This will not be there."
. After the dear man of God left, I began to ponder over things OD
earth which "will not be there."
For instance, I pictured a scene I
witneesed many years ago. I was asked to visit a suffering Christian
woman who was an inmate of a Benevolent Home in the lane running
beside Whitechapel Church. Her apartment was high up in the
building, and we had to toil up many steps to reach it. When I
entered the room, the suffering one lay on a couch at the further
end, and on telling who I was, she was overjoyed; but, oh, what a
sight! The poor woman was a martyr to rheumatism; the knuckles
of her hands were swollen to an enormous size, and her whole frame
was terribly distorted. I heard, however, not a murmur drop from
her lips; she was full of the goodness and mercy of God and the
preciousness of her dear Redeemer. Oh, what a wonderful thing is
supporting grace! Here was one helpless as a child, for she had to
be lifted in and out of the bed, yet her soul was filled with admiration
of Him who was taking down the earthly tabernacle and preparing
her for the glory in store for her. As I remember the scene of that
suffering and pain, I exclaimed, in the words of our friend, "This
will not be there!" "And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away." It is the SUffering here that fits the. soul for the
bright visions of eternal bliss. And, speaking of tears, they will flow
here; bereavement bring~ them to flow freely. I cannot look upon a
cabinet portrait of one dear to me, whom the Lord has taken home,
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to Himself, without tears falling "freely. True, He only lent her to
me, and took His own at the appointed time, but I do feel her loss;
the dear face calls up memories so linked with my heart, that sometimes the void seems almost unbearable. But there are no tears
there. " Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning."
Then, again, I think of nights of darknoss of soul which we as
Ohristians often realize on earth-no promise laid hold of, no portion
of the Word enjoyed; all such a blank, and void; and the soul's
exclamation, again and again, is, "Quicken me, 0 Lord." Well,
there will be no darkness, yonder. We sit, in experience, in "dark·
ness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron.')
But yonder are no fetters, no darkness, no death; for" the glory
of God doth lighten" the Oelestial Oity, "and the Lamb is the light
thereof, and the nations of them that are saved shall walk in the
light of it." There can be no night there, for He who is our ever·
lasting Light and Life is the glory of our eternal home.
Then, again, how oft it is in the pilgrim life that we seem to be
so solitary and alone, on account of the principles we hold dear, and
the faith once delivered unto the saints which we maintain. We sit
in a solitary place. But yonder, oh, what a contrast! A wilderness
here, a city yonder, filled with prepared mansions for the prepared
people. Here a pilgrim often way-worn, there a home of perpetual
rest. "They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they
found no city to dwell in. And He led them forth by the right
way, that they might go to a city of habitation."
Then, again, with regard to earth, how disappointing to the Ohristian.
are many things. Earthly plans and purposes, which seem very promising to human calculation, are most disappointing in their results.
We met with a Ohristian man the other day, whom we had not seen
for twelve months, and after greeting him, we inquired, " Well, how
did that matter turn out you were telling me of when we last met)
and concerning which you were so hopeful 1" "Oh," responded our
friend, "so disappointing! very different from what I thought. Things
arose which altered the whole aspect of affairs. Instead of gaining
the sum I calculated upon, I lost a lot of money, and the matter was
simply disastrous." Ah! this is the world all over-no certainty in
anything of an earthly character, and often, the very confidence we
have placed in those whom we thought were our friends we have
found misplaced. Surely all this can but drive us closer home to our
faithful Promiser and Performer; and the Holy Spirit teaches us
lessons by mysterious contradictions, but we live to prove He was
right in His discipline.
Then, again, what disappointment often attends our calculation as.
to people-even Ohristian people. We have thought, what a joy it
must be to know such and such a one; how helped we should become
by his conversation; what a lift by the way we should gain through
his knowledge of the Scriptures; but how often it is far otherwise;
a dullness and heaviness prevails, which we did not anticipate, and
we come away from the interview disappointed.
And is it not very often the same with regard to the Ohristian, ministry ~
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We have thought what a joy it would be to hear such and such a one proclaim the truth of God. Expectation has run high, and we have put ourselves to considerable inconvenience to attain our anticipated pleasure.
But, from some cause or another, it has proved but a barren and unprofitable occasion. So different from what we thought it would be. 'Perhaps
we have been looking more to the man than the Master. He never disappoints us, and the more we gain of His society, the more we want.
His converse leads us ever to say, " His mouth is most sweet j yea, He
is altogether lovely,"
Well now, while there is disappointment in all these things we have
mentioned, disappointment never enters heaven-satisfaction describes
all there. Even it is said of Jesus Himself, as He beholds His elect
gathered home, "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be
satisfied." And everyone of those elect can say that which shall be
fulfilled in their experience, "I shall be satisfied when I awake up in
Thy likeness." Yes, satisfaction is the word to describe heaven.
And speaking of persons and things here, I think of lmd behold the
beautiful face of the earth itself-the fulfilment of the first promise of
the Lord to man, "While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest,
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease." But, alas! how conscious we become of a blight upon it all.
What is the cause of this ~ Turn to the third chapter of Genesis and
the seventeenth verse, we read, "Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life." But carry your
thoughts to the "yonder," where all is blessing and no more curse,
"Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever."
But again to our point. I witnessed another scene which brings out
our contrast between earth and heaven. I saw two Christians at a table j
true, they did not go to the same chapel, but they began to talk upon
religious matters; it was soon evident they widely differed; one laid the
law down very emphatically, asserting this and the other, which the
other denied. One said he did not believe the other had any part
or lot in the matter. It all ended in each unchristianising the other.
Ah, well! there will be none of this yonder; envy, hatred, malice, and
all uncharitableness, will not enter heaven. The concord of love
encircles the heavenly home; not a jarring note will be heard within the
city walls. Who can portray the glorious state of the redeemed in
heaven! But surely the brightest foretaste we gain of it is, in the
language of our portion, seeing Jesus as He is-this must be happiness
supreme. As He said, "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also." "When Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with Him in glory."
Then, again, how warfare and conflict mark every step of the way,
and our spirits are being constantly pressed with sorrow, temptation,
and fear, but these will not be there. There the storm will be hushed
-the conflict over-the victor's crown attained, and all will be peace,
perfect peace, beneath the banner of His love. Oh, wondrous change!
one sometimes longs for it-freedom from care, deliverance from
temptation.

Tlte GJspd M agazt"ne.
" Light after darkness,
Gain after loss;
Strength after weakness,
Crown after cross.
Sweet after bitter,
Song after sigh;
Home after wandering,
Praise after cry.
" Sheaves after sowing,
Sun after rain;
Light after mystery,
Peace after pain.
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Joy after sorrow,
Calm after blast;
Rest after weariness,
Sweet rest at last.

I

" Near after distant,
Gleam after gloom;
Love after loneliness,
Life after tomb.
After long agony,
Ra.pture of bliss:
Right was the pathway
Leading to this."

But again. How oft, beloved, we have to mourn an absent Lord,
and we sigh, "Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, that 1
might come even to His seat. I would order my cause before Him,
and fill my mouth with arguments." But distance from Jesus, and
distress at His felt absence, will be unknown yonder. I shall see
Him face to face, and, "In His presence is fulness of joy, and at His
right hand there are pleasures for evermore." "Face to face." Now
we see obscurely-as a riddle or enigma-but there the vision will
be clear and full, for our sight will be perfect. Here much intervenes
to mar our vision, but there we shall have full sight-" face to face."
My soul is overwhelmed in the thought with joy of seeing Jesus
"face to face." What a oneness-what a joyous contact-what familiar
company, and that, too, for ever, enjoying all the privileges of His
presence, the fulness of His love ! We shall rejoice to see many there
whom we have known and loved on earth; but the great joy, the
climax of happiness, will be to see Him "face to face." Oh, that
face! Methinks it will beam with love and be radiant with glory.
Tried one, suffering one, sorrowing one, thou wilt see thy Saviour,
thy Redeemer, thy Best Beloved-Cl face to face."
Another thing, beloved, in connection with our expression, ".And
this will not be tlw·e."
Shall I be understood when I tell you that
just now my Bible was lying open OIl a table beside me, when, closing
it, I could not help pressing it to my lips and saying, "And you will
not be there ~" No, I shall not need that yonder. Thou hast taught
me, through the sealing of the Spirit, all I know of a precious Christ,
but presently I shall not need to look through the glass of the Word,
for I shall see Him who is the Sum and Substance of it "face to face."
"Holy Bible, book divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine."
Thou hast been the companion of my life, and treasure of my heart
for many years, revealing the truth to my soul, but you will not be
there. I shall have the fulness of revelation in seeing Him who is
the Truth" face to face." The teaching of the Word of God has led
up to this; pa~sing portions and promises have been precious, but
yonder I shall reach the mansion above, and see the Lord of the
manor Himself "face to face." It has often been hazy here while
grasping the Word, but yonder it will be the open and rapturous
vision of Him who is the Word, the Truth, and the Life.
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The surroundings of our portion are very blessed; they bring out the
glorious fact, namely, that while the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit
are ended, as far as the experience of the child of God goes, one thing
stands out that overtops them all, for Christ is the personification,
" And now abideth faith, hope, and charity, these three; but the greatest
of these is charity." And why 1 Because when faith gives way to sight t
and hope receives its consummation, then stands out the love. "For
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away, and we shall see Him face to face." All love. He-the
embodiment of love-never faileth. "Whether there be prophecies,
they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away," for He that is perfect is
come, and we shall behold Him face to face.
We will close with some precious lines written by our long-valued
correspondent, "IsA";.
"Only a little while-the watch of sadness,
. The dreary night;
And then-the banquet of eternal glauncss,
The morning bright.
"Only a little while-the heavy burden,
The troubled breast;
And then-the coronet of starry radiance,
The perfect rest.
"Only a little while-the battle dirges,
The ocean's roar;
And then-the everlasting songs of victory,
The stormlcss shore.
"Only a little while-the mournful partings,
The wailing knells;
And then-the meetings in the pearly mansions,
The bridal bells.
"Only a little while-the icy winter,
The lonely gloom;
And then-the fl'agrance of eternal summer,
The joy of home.
"Only a little whil~-the light afHiction,
The furnace fire;
And then-the bright exceeding weight of glory,
The golden lyre.
"Only a little while-the cruel woundings,
The danger rife;
And then-the Master's blessed love-enfoldings,
The endless life."

BUTton-an·Trent.

G. C.

QUIETNESS and assurance are indispensable both to our moral and
spiritual well-being. Jesus came to restore peace, which is done by
restoring righteousness within, for He is King of Righteousness and
King of Peace, and the effect of righteousness is quietness and assurance for ever.-C. Baldwin.
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l1 i1 grim l1 aptrs.
WELL-SPRINGS.
"Lord, J'emember me."-LuKE xxiii. 42.
IT has been well said, and pondered over as a miracle of grace and
mercy, such only as belongs to Divinity, that the Lord Jesus entered
glory with the first trophy of His redeeming blood, and that a thief.
There on that cross of shame hung the Lord of life and glory, his
only companions in like suffering being two malefactors, men of the
lowest order of outcasts that His enemies could find, and one they
placed on His right and the other on His left. The scene of awful
suffering and solemnity is well known to us. How, as though to
cause Him the more suffering, one of the malefactors is permitted to
rail on Him, saying, "If Thou be the Christ, save Thyself and us";
whilst His loving prayer of Divine compassion and forgiveness has
even now ascended to His Father, "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do." " If Thou be the Son of God-if Thou be
the Christ, save Thys(>lf and us." Ah! He was indeed the Son of
God. He was the Christ, to suffer and do His Father's will, to
complete the sufferings, to perfect the work of redemption in and for
His people; and yet Omnipotent Divinity could permit that vile if to
fall from the lips of that poor wretch without one word of provocation or condemnation! Oh, the long-suffering patience and forbearance
of the Lamb of God! How it melts one to tears to think of the
treatment He endured, and how "when He was reviled, He reviled not
again."
Listen to the other malefactor: "But the other answering rebuked
him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same
condemnation ~ And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward
of our deeds: b'ut this Man hath done nothing amiss." Marvellous words
to come from such lips-yea, a heart that was once enmity against
God-a cage of all uncleanness-yet now declaring the glorious truth,
"This Man hath done nothing amiss"; and further, he owns his own
sinnership, and just reward for his sins, "v"le receive the due reward
of our deeds." A gracious truth, borne in upon this poor sinner's
heart; for we must feel our sinnership before we know our need of a
Saviour, and the cry can go forth from a soul alive to its extreme
danger and need, "Lord, remember me." That was not the cry to be
merely remembered, as spoken of in Matthew vii. 21: "Not every
one that saith unto Me [in that day], Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven."
"Lord, J'emembe1' me." It is a precious prayer for the year now
dawning upon us, beloved. It is suitable to the need of each, for all
are sinners in a righteous God's sight, and each little word of the
three is a prayer and acknowledgement of the Divinity of Power and
Love. Lord! Do we own Him Lord ~ Is He our Master ~ Are we
brought into willing and lowly submission and obedience, captives to
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His feet, willing and ready to own Him, as Mary did in the Garden,
Raboni ! Lord! Master ~ His glorious declaration to national Israel,
" Unto thee it was showed, that thou mightest know that the Loru
He is God; there is none else beside Him," is a truth not to be
refused, and one day to be acknowledged of the Lord of the whole
earth. But Little Faith wants to grasp the glorious fact that He is my
Lord and my God: that not only is He great and gloriolls over the
whole earth, but that His glory is great in my salvation; not only
that He is willing, able, and mighty to save, but that that willinguoss,
ability, and power reaches me; that not only am I a Sll hjoct of the
King of kings, but a child of my Father, finding access with boldnoss
to His ever-ready ear, crying, "Lord, J'emember me." No fear to call
Him Lord. He is my Lord of lords; my Lord of glory; my Lord of
all; my Lord of righteousness, my Lord God Almighty, 'Mighty Hlllo1',
Everlasting Counsellor, Prince of Peace.
"Lord, J'emember me."
Remember.
That was just the cry of
Nehemiah. "Remember me, 0 my God," he thrico repeats in the ninth
chapter of his book. David, too, pleads to be remembereu of his God.
"Remember Thou me for Thy goodness' sake, 0 Lord." Call me to
mind; think of me. Be mindful of me" plead for me through Thy
precious blood. "Remember me with the favour that Thou bearost
unto Thy children. 0 visit me with Thy salvation."
We have thus seen how the heart must be brought into subjection before it can cry out for a remembrance at the hand of
the Lord, and then the personality of true and vital religion
"Lord, remember me." Me! Yes, remember me in my
comes in.
personal need. My neighbours, friends, relatives may all have their
different needs, but a personal Saviour is One for personal sinners, and
His fulness is exactly fitted for our individual need. In the matter of
salvation, God drives the arrow of conviction home to the heart. He
must speak to the heart, "Thou art the man"; and havin~ shown him
his sin, He also must speak the word of pardon anu peace, "The
Lord hath put away thy sin." And until this personal application of
pardon and peace is spoken, the heart can have no peace. Thus the
dying thief saw his need of Jesus' remembrance, for he was a sinner
of the blackest dye-a malefactor, a law-breaker, and, constrained by
love, secret and divine, he cries for mercy. Like Peter sinking amid
the troubled waves, realizing his extreme danger, he cries out, "Lord,
save me." Thus the cry must go up from our own heart. Just as in
all her trouble and sorrow that poor Canaanitish woman cried out,
"Lord, help me."
And just here, let us remember that now is our present need.
There is one instance, and one only, of mercy at the eleventh hour,
that none may presume and none despair. It has been well said, "Tomorrow is in His hand. Where will it find us ~" We know not,
but what a rich blessing the new year will bring us if Jesus is ours.
With what holy boldness may we go to Him and cry, '" Lord, ?"emember
me.' Thou hast. spoken the promise, and I ask Thee now to give a
blessing unto me, according to Thy Word. Lord, remember me as
a child, needing Thy wisdom in my ignorance. Lord, remember me
as a follower, needing Thy watchful care to order my footsteps
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aright. Lord, remember me as a sufferer, needing the skill and
patience of the Great Physician's care. Lord, remember me as a
sinner by nature and practice, so diverse to godliness, yet needing
Thy cleansing blood. Lord, remember me, a poor tempted and tried
one, and bid me turn to Thee, in whom to seeAs every sorrow rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows had a part.'
f< ,

Lord, remember me as the way gets rougher; give me then the
comfort and consolations of Thy Gospel.
Lord, remember me
when age creeps on, and lovingly whisper in my ear, 'I am
with thee: And finally, Lord, remember me when I am nearing
glory, and am called to share Thy presence and kingdom. Be
with me through the swellings of J ordan J and land me safe
on Oanaan's shore, there to sing the faithfulness, loving-kindness,
goodness, grace, and glory, that remembered me from all eternity,
that remembered me all along life's thorny journey, and remember
me in my last extremity."
Is not this a sweet prayer wherewith to enter the new year 1 All is
dark before us, but remembered in love, His promised presence
shall light up our darkness as it has ever done in the past, until
that time when, "face to face," we shall not only be remembered,
but known of our Father, from whom never again to part; and until
that day we cry, "Lord, remembm' me."
R.

AT THE FEET OF JESUS.
"At His feet."-LuKE vii. 38.
THE feet of Jesus is the only place of safety for Ohristians in all
stages of their experience; and it is as they daily realize this by the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, that they desire to be found where the
poor woman was of whom we have this blessed testimony, that she
stood" at His feet." Let us first consider, who she was and how
she came there; secondly, describe her position, "at His feet";
thirdly, notice what she did there; and fourthly, consider what she
found there.
I. Who she was, and how she came there. "She was a sinner." She
knew it and felt it. How few there are who truly know and feel
their sinnership! Head knowledge and lip confession spring from
nal1tml conviction, A heart experience of this truth is the effect of
spiritMl conviction. Spiritual conviction differs from natural conviction : the former produces true repentance, which consists in a
heart hatred to sin; whereas the essence of the latter is merely a
dread of punishment, arising from the lashings of a guilty conscience.
The former brings the soul to the feet of Jesus; but the latter either
leaves him pacified in a dead, Ohristless profession, or else is stifled
and got rid of in worldly, carnal pleasures. Nature's light can only
light to nature's own ends. Now, true spiritual conviction of sin is
effected by the application of God's holy law, for, "By the law is the
knowledge of sin." As soon as its requirements are known, an
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'attempt is generally made to conform to it, to work out a righteousness (or partly do so) in hope of rendering one's-self more acceptable
to God. But as the spirituality and power of God's law become
gradually unfolded and revealed, the soul learns (sometimes very
slowly) that all such attempts are vain, his best efforts are more
and more clearly seen to be altogether defiled. At last the point
is reached which is so graphically described in the forty-second
verse-" Nothing to pay." Then one become3 a true believer. Note
"that this woman was not only a sinner, she was also a boliever.
While the weight of guilt was on her heart, crushing her to
despair, she heard of Jesus, the Saviour. It was indeed good news
to her to hear of one who could save from sin. The testimony which
1>he heard of .T esus was the coming to her of the Gospel. Hope was
raised up-Who can tell ~ Why not for me 7 Faith began tu work ~
She believed in her own nothingness and sinfulness. She believed in
the Saviour's power to cleanse and pardon. She was a believing
sinner.
Finding out where Jesus was, she ventured to His feet. As
Mr. SMART used to say, "Faith is the venture of the perishing soul
upon Jesus." The feeling of her heart was" I can but perish if I go,
I am resolved to try;
For if I stay away, I know
I must for ever die."
And thus, by the secret leadings and teachings of the Holy Ghost,
she was found at "at His feet."
n. We will describe her position, so full of bleesedness and hope-

"at His feet."
1. It was the place of prayer. There is no true pmyer anywhere
else. Prayer is the creeping of the sin-burdened soul to the feet of
J' esus,' there to long, to beg, to seek, to desire, ano, above all, to wait.
One says" Though I fail, I weep,
Though I halt in pace,
Yet I creep
To the throne of grace."
Many quickened ones seek,
2. It is the place of ?'epentance.
in the earlier stages of experience, to obtain and to bring
-repentance to Jesus as affording some claim; but true penitence is
"the gift of Jesus to the sinner at His feet.
I t is a Spiritwrought turning from sin to the Saviour for pardon.
3. It is the place of silence.
We do not read that this poor
woman uttered a single word. She was brought to the place of the
stopping of mouths. She had nothing to say. Silence at the feet of
..]'esus is often the most powerful supplication.
~specially

" Prayer is the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear."
4. It is the place of suspense. She did not know how the matter
would fall. She had made her way uninvited into the presence of
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the Lord. She could not tell what the issue would be, whether
Jesus would have mercy upon her or not. But5. It is the place of hope. As she stood there, she found that
though at first Jesus did not seem to notice her and did not speak
to her, yet He did not drive her away. It afforded ground for hope
that she was permitted to remain "at His feet."
6. It is the place of rest. So this sinner found it. Her weary
wanderings were ended. The futile struggling and strivings in her
own strength ceased. She casts herself at His feet, with all her sins
and her sorrows, leaving it with Him to do as He pleases. Here is
rest.
7. It is the place of instmction, where alone those lessons are
learnt which make wise unto salvation. To be at the feet of J eaus is
the privileged position of true disciples.
8. It is the place of subjection. How emphatic and entire is tho
willing surrender of self and all things expressed in the words"at His feet" !
9. It is the place of humility. Sho stands beneath the least and
the lowest members of His body, humbled in the dust of selfabasement.
10. It is the place of sr~fet'!J' No harm can come to a soul "at His
feet." Inward foars might torment, her sins stare her in the face,
and those around might frown. But she was safe there.
11. Lastly, it was the place where much was done, where her faith
proved very fruitful. ConsiderIll. l1' hat she did there. To be at the feet of Jesus is prayer, and
here good works abound.
1. She "stood" there, which denotes waiting. At His feet, she had
a measure of nearness, but when she had ventured thus far she
waited. She dared not come nearer on the one hand, and on the
other hand, she could not go away until Jesus bid her leave Him,
which we have seen He would not do. So she "stood" waiting fOl'
the Lord to be gracious. She did not sit down slothfully, content
with things as they were. Bdieving sinners can never rest in anything short of the knowledge of the pardon of their sins. For this
they wait and watch, hoping against hope. "Here is the faith and
patience of the saints." The delay in receiving the longed-for blessing
from Jesus keeps faith in exercise. "It is good to both hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord."
2. She stood behind Him. Christ is always first in the estimation of humble, believing souls. A felt sense of need brings them to
His feet, and self.abhorrence leads them to creep behind Him. Christ
thus becomes faith's hiding-place.
3. She wept there. She wept for herself, because she was such a
sinner-so vile and so wretched. Tears of true contrition flowed from
her eyes. The Saviour's feet is where penitential sorrow is experienced. Here"The Christian can repent and sing,
Rejoice and be ashamed."
The weeping time comes first. But she not only wept for herself, she
also wept for Him I J eSllS had been treated with great indignity.
o
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The usual reception given to guests had been withheld from Him.
Simon the Pharisee had neither washed His feet, anointed His head,
nor given Him the customary kiss of peace. It was an intentional
slight and insult. Now this sinful woman could not bear to see Him
so dishonoured; she wept, and in weeping she made up the omission so
far as she could. Many humble seekers hardly know whether they
really love Jesus or not, yet cannot bear to see His Person slighted
or His name reviled. Sorrow and indignation fill their hearts. This
id one of the sweetest proofs of love possible. The wom::m felt it
when she wept at His feet.
4. Another thing she did was to wash His feet. Truly" she loved
much" (verse 47). His feet were defiled with this dust-trodden earth.
The sandals being removed, she could see how they were travel-stained
and uncleansed. She wept over them, and "did wash His feet with
her tears." Now, if we see, as unhappily we sometimes do, the lowest
members of Christ's body defiled and unclean, we may learn from the
example before us that true Christians will grieve for it, and seek
to cleanse them, even whilst feeling their own nothingness and vileness
before God. How differently many act! Precious is this lesson!
5. "She did wipe them with the hairs of he1' head." Her greatest glory
(1 Cor. xi. 15) she willingly gave up to His service, even to serve the
lowest members of His body.
6. She "kissed" His feet, and thus expressed her devotion to Him.
This kiss was a sign and token of the most reverential worship.
7. She had brought an alabaster box of ointment, and now she
anointed His feet therewith. The white alabaster box may be taken as
representing the new heart-pure, precious, acceptable, and opened, from
which flows forth the fragrant ointment of divine grace at the feet of
Jesus. Here.the heart is poured out in love, adoration, and contrition.
See how much was done at His feet. To proceed:
.IV. What she found there. Many blessings are bestowed upon humble,
sincere, penitent souls at the feet of Jesus.
1. She found acceptance. Her tears, her service, her love, and her
person were accepted by Him. How wonderful it seems that the Holy
Jesus should be pleased to see sinners-even the worst kind of sinners,
-at His feet. Reader, it is still true"The vilest sinner out of hell,
That lives to feel his need,
Is welcome to the throne of grace,
The Saviour's blood to plead."
2. She also found fo'rgiveness. Jesus said to Simon, "Her sins, which
are many, are forgiven." Notice that the Lord did not extenuate or
make little of her sins. He says, "They are many." We may be
quite sure that the woman would heartily corroborate this statement
as to the enormity of her guilt. Her debts were many. She had
nothing to pay, and" therefore" was "frankly forgiven" (verse 42). Mr.
HART says"'Tis perfect poverty alone
Which sets the soul at large;
While we can caU one mite our own;
We have no full discbarge."
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Pardoning love had blotted out her transgressions as a thick cloud.
Then3. She found assumnce. After telling the Pharisee that her sins
were forgiven, Jesus turned to her, and told h.er so. He said unto her,
"Thy sins are forgiven." The a6surance of pardon must come from
His own lips. His word must speak forgiveness ere it can be realized.
He spoke powerfully, personally. It is only at His feet that the personal application of forgiveness is experienced. Again4. She found salvation. Taking no notice of the cavilling thoughts
-of the other guests (saying within themselves, "Who is this that forgiveth sins also 1 "), Jesus said unto the woman, "Thy faith hath saved
thee." This was a blessed confirmation of the reality of the faith which
had ventured to His feet. Faith saves because it is that spiritual
grace of the Holy Ghost which, as the feet of the soul, flies to Jesus,
and, as the hand of the soul, lays hold of the Person and righteousness of Jesus the Saviour. Faith saves, because it leads to J eaua,
keeps the sinner waiting at His feet, and presently receives the assurance of forgiveness.
5. She found peace. Jesus kindly said, "Go in peace." Sin pardoned
is reconciliation effected. There can be no true peace where there is
a consciousness of unpardoned guilt. The peace that Jesus gives
springs from faith relying on His own Word that sin is forgiven, and
receiving His righteousness as the gift of His love, arrayed in which
the poor sinner now stands freely forgiven, fully justified, and perfectly
acceptable. These are the blessings found" at His feet."
B~

&U

CONFIDENCE IN TROUBLE WHEN BASED ON THE WORD.
my God, I wait on Thee,
My need is great, and much I
fear;
Oh, help in my extremity,
And in my trouble be Thou near.
Oh, Lord, Thou hast all power on
earth,
Thou seest all the affairs of men;
There's nothing in our earthly strife
But's in the vision of Thy ken.

Into Thy hands, my God, I place
My interests all, of time and
sense;
Oh, let Thy all-sufficient grace
Sustain until Thou bear me hence.

Thou know'st my foes and all their
power,
And Thou alone controll'st their
will,
And to the evil of each hour,
Thou, only Thou, say'st, " Peacebe still."

With humble soul and heart sin.
cere,
I'll praise Thee for Thy daily care,
Knowing tb:1t Thou art with me
here,
And soon I shall be with Thee
there.

There's none can bend Thy potent
arm,
For my defence efficient still ;
No foe of earth or hell can harm
Beyond the measure of Thy will.

In heaven no foe shall mar my
peace;
No trials ever mar my reat;
From sin I'll find a sweet release,
And bliss eternal on Thy breast.

JESUS,

As Thou, my S:1viour, hast redeemed
My sinful soul from death and hell,
I, whilst I on e:1rth remain,
Cease not Thy wondrous love to
tell.
.

MICAIAH.

C
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PASTORAL NOTES.
PASTORAL VISITATION.

A PASTOR is expected regularly to visit his flock, and perhaps this is
one of the most important duties which he has to perform. Here a
Nonconformist pastor has a great advantage-_ over a pastor of the
Established Ohurch, for whilst the former is only expected or required
to visit the members of a flock who have voluntarily attached themselves to him, and may naturally be supposed to welcome him, tho
latter is expected to visit all the population residing in a certain
area, whether they really belong to his flock or not, and whether they
are disposed to welcome him or not. A pastor of the Established
Church makes a most solemn promise on the day of his ordination
that he will "use both public and private monitions and exhortations,
as well to the sick as to the whole in his cure," and to do this he
must needs visit them. His bishop also probably takes care repeatedly
to rllmind him of this, and t) ask him whether he regularly and
systematically does it. But it is a difficult duty to perform, and sometimes, where the population is very large, it is well-nigh or quite
impossible to perform it thoroughly.
In the present day much more is generally expected of a pastor
than was usually expected of him in days gone by. He is expected
not only to attend regularly to his pulpit ministrations, and to make
careful preparation for them, but also to take a personal interest in
all the members of his flock, and to visit them regularly; he is expected
to superintend and take a part in Bible-classes and prayer-meetings;
to give religious instruction sometimes in day-schools, and to presideover or be responsible for the proper management of Sunday-schools;.
to look after the efficiency of a choir; to attend to soup-kitchens,
provident clubs, and different systems of relief j to arrange for and
take part in missionary, temperance, and other meetings; to show a
practical interest in the management and working of associations for
the benefit of the younger members of his flock, such as Young Men's
and Young Women's Christian Associations; and sometimes he is
expected to' engage in matters which are really altogether outside his
province, such as political and parochial matters.
But it is not every pastor who can effectively fulfil these expectations. One man has a talent for one thing and another for another,
but few have talents for many things j and whilst a pastor may d()
one or two things well, he may be able to do other things very
imperfectly. It was said some time ago respecting an able Evangelical
preacher, "He is admirable and most powerful in the pulpit, but h~
ought never to be known out of it." An aged clergyman, of much
sagacity and large experience, lately said, "I have been struck during
my life in observing the great variety of talent possessed by different·
individuals; one person can perform with ease that which is extremely
difficult or impossible for another person to perform, but try to get
him to do other things, which are apparently just as easy, and you
may find that he will utterly faiL" It is a mistake to expect, even
with regard to temporal things, one person to perform ever-so-many
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different duties with thorough efficiency, and so it is with regard to
the different duties of the Christian ministry.
Respecting pastoral visitation i-Some pastors are eminently fitted for
it, and they perform it admirably. How wise is their counsel, how
genuine their sympathy, how gentle their rebukes! Seeking for
Divine guidance, they know how to speak" words in season," and it
would be difficult to over-estimate the value of their timely ministra.
tions. But others have not this talent; they are shy, perhaps, and
awkward; they unwittingly give offence; they make stupid mistakes;
they speak, perhaps, in loud tones to a poor delicate invalid, to whom
noise is extremely painful, or they prolong their visits to an inordinate length, when even a short visit can scarcely be borne; and,
whilst possessing undoubted talents, perhap~, for the performance of
other duties, such as preaching, or training the young, or organiZlotion,
they grievously fail in the performance of this duty.
Pastoral visitation, indeed, requires much discretion and tact. What
discretion and tact the Saviour showed; for example, when visiting the
Pharisee who invited Him to eat with him, and who found fault
with Him for allowing Himself to be touched by a woman who was" a
sinner." A pastor cannot be expected to exhibit such perfect discretion
and tact aR He did; but a pastor feeling his need, may at least be
expected to seek very earnestly for that need to be supplied by Him
who has said, "If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who
giveth unto every man liberally, and upbraideth not."
When very young in the miniatry it seemed to be one's dutyconsidering the inestimable preciousness of souls and the tremendous
issues of eternity-to speak and to act sometimes impulsively and
abruptly, somewhat after the fashion of those who regard it as their
duty to stop a stranger in the street and abruptly ask him, "Is
your soul saved 1" &c.; but soon one learnt that this is not
generally the way in which souls are won. The example which the
Saviour set was very different to this. When meeting the woman of
Sychar, for example, He did not at once abruptly say to her, as He
afterwards said, "Ye worship ye know not what; we know what we
worship, for salvation is of the Jews." If He had done so, He
would in all probability have aroused antagonism on her part, and
made her altogether unwilling to listen to His teaching. But with
wonderful discretion and tact, He began by making a request, doubtless in a most courteous and kindly manner :-" Give me to drink," He
said, and then, step by step, He led her to realize the force of His
teaching, and to believe in Him to the saving of her soul, and to the
saving instrumentally of many other souls as well.
A pastor ought aLways to be ready to speak for his Master when.
ever he has a fitting opportunity for doing so, and especially in his
pastoral visits, but surely it is well for him to be on the look-out for
his Mallter Himself to give him that opportunity, and then to depend
upon Him for grace to enable him to speak and act according to His
will.
When visiting the ignorant, discretion is greatly needed, even in
the choice of words, and especially in the choice of metaphors. If
the latter are used at all, they need to be of the simplest kind and
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expressed in the plainest words, otherwise they are apt to be strangely
misunderstood. A Scripture-reader, a most excellent and godly man,
who at one time partly visited in my parish, seemed sometimes to
fail in this respect. Upon one occasion I called upon a parishioner
whose daughter was very ill, and I found her very angry. She said,
"Mr. So-and-So (mentioning the Scripture. reader's name) has been
he!e, and he has terribly upset my daughter. Why, what do you
~hl~k he said .to her 1 He said that she was deeply in debt, and he
InsIsted upon It, whereas I know that, poor child, she never owed a
penny in her life." The mother was, as may be supposed, a very
Ignorant woman, but she was by no means disinclined to have her
daughter visited and instructed; she was a remarkably kindheal'ted
woman, and I have known her do some surprising acts of kinuness>
but both she and her daughter had evidently failed to catch the
meaning of the Scripture-reader's words when he figuratively spoke of
sin as being "a debt," and hence her displeasure. It was useless at
such a time to argue with her, or to attempt to clear up the point
which she had misunderstood, but a few simple words addressed to
the poor dying girl-for such her daughter was-about the Friend of
sinners and His wondrous love, and an earnest prayer on her behalf,
seemed to be listened to with the deepest attention, and evoked the
poor mother's fervent thanks.
A little kindness sometimes has a great effect in winning a welcomefor a pastor. One day I called to see a young man who was said tobe very ill. The family happened to be strangers to me, and whe~ I
knocked at their door, they seemed disinclined to admit me; and when,
with evident reluctance, they at length allowed me to see the invalid,
he seemed to be of the same mind, and would scarcely pay the
~lightest attention to what I said to him. Going home, I had some
Jelly carefully prepared, and left it the next day at the door of theyoung man's house, merely inquiring how he was, and asking his
acceptance of the little gift. Two or three days afterwards I called
again, and I was surprised at the difference in my reception. Not
only was the front door thrown open at once, but I was heartily
welcomed, and when admitted to the young man's room, he thanked
me warmly for the gift, said that he enjoyed it much, &c., and then
paid the greatest attention a9 I read a few verses and talked and
prayed with him. That seemed to be the beginning of a new life in
that young man's soul; a great change appeared gradually to pass over
him, and when, some time afterwards, he died, there was good reason
to believe that there was hope in his dea.th. We cannot penetrate as
yet into the secrets of eternity, but I have repeatedly thought that if
that young man's soul was really saved, the Lord graciously made use
of that simple means as a link in the chain of his salvation.
Sometimes a very difficult duty devolves upen a pastor in his visitations, namely, conveying sad tidings. Such was the case once with
thQ late beloved Editor of our Magazine. He had to convey the·
heart-breaking tidings to a poor woman and her family that her
husband had been lost at sea. It is not difficult to imagine the trying·
scene. The little cottage, with its garden in front bright with flowers~
the windows open, and as the beloved pastor lifted the latch of the:
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garden-gate, the sounds of children's happy laughter and of singing and
music greeted his ears. No wonder he stopped and hesitated. How
could he bear to turn that joy into the deepest mourning, and that
sweet singing into weeping 1 But it was a duty which must of necessity be performed, and so he performed it. Scarcely any persons, however, except those who have actually performed such a duty, can realize
how much it cost; a sympathizing heart. On the other hand, a pastor
has sometimes to convey glad tidings, besides the glad tidings of the
Gospel, which it is his endeavour constantly to bear, and this duty is one
which gives him much pleasure.
Not unfrequently a pastor is hampered in his ministrations to the
sick by doctors' restrictions. It is stated that the patient must not
on any account be disturbed or excited, or permitted to know that
he (or she) is in a dangerous state. It is known, perhaps, perfectly that
the poor patient's case is, so far as this life is concerned, a hopeless one,
but it is considered that the prolongation of this fleeting life for a few
hours or for a few days, is of far more importance than the condition
of the soul and its preparation for the eternal life that is to come.
Even parents have said to me, "We shall be glad for you to see our
son (or our daughter), but we beg of you on no account to give him
the slightest intimation that he is fatally ill. We try to cheer him,
and tell him that he is sure to get better in time; for if we told him
the truth, it might perhaps kill him at once." I have felt inclined
altogether to refuse to visit a case like this, under such a prohibition,
but upon second thought have consented to visit it with the distinct
understanding that I should not in any way deceive the poor patient;
and that although I would not directly tell him of his danger, I should
certainly not deny it, or answer his questions evasively if he directly
inquired about it.
It is also trying to flesh and blood when a pastor has to visit
dangerously infectious cases. It is not pleasant to stand or sit in the
middle of a room where a father and mother and several children
are all lying ill of an infectious and dangerous disease, knowing that
every breath you draw is tainted with deadly poison. To have to visit
also house after house, contiguous to one another, where, in consequence of the spread of a dangerous disease, not a single person would
enter except a nurse and a doctor; and to speak and pray by the
bedside of a poor fellow-creature afflicted with a horrible cancer, or
turning black-whilst still alive-from what the people called" the
black fever." One feels at such a time as if one's life is in one's
hands, and death is very near; and a pastor then needs strong faith
to do his duty calmly and unflinchingly. Some persons do not take
this into account when considering a pastor's duties.
A curate in one of our large manufacturing towns was some time
ago passing by a group of workmen, and he overheard one of them
say to his fellows, "What a fine thing it must be to be a parson, to
wear first-rate clothes, to have a big salary, and to have nothing to
do!" Whereupon the curate went up to him, and said, "My friend,
I think that you have a mistaken notion of a parson's life and duties;
would you like to change places with me 1" "Ay, that I would,"
was the reply; "but I should want the parson's salary as well as his
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work."
"Well," said the curat!', "what is your present salary 1 "
"Twenty-six shillings a-week."
"Then," said the curate, "you know
that every trade requires some apprenticeship. I am but a comparatively poor man, but if you like to come with me, and try to
learn my 'trade I fora week, I will pay you a salary of twenty-six
shillings, and then you will have some idea of what it is really like."
"Agreed," said the man. "Come then to my house early to·morrow
morning," said the curate, "and we will begin together." Accordingly,
on the following morning, the man presented himself at the curate's
house, and was admitted into his study. ,. We shall have to give a
Bible-lesson to one or two classes in the day-schools this morning,"
said the curate; "you will probably scarcely be prepared to do this
to-day, but you can see how it is done." So, handing his visitor a.
Bible, they read together a portion of it, and the curate carefully
noted and mentioned the points which it was desirable should be
especially pressed upon the attention of the children. Then, going to
the schools, the curate gave the lesson, whilst the workman, probably
feeling shy and out of his element, stood by and listened. After this
a soup-kitchen had to be visited, at which the workman perhaps was
able to give a little hEllp; then a parochial committee-meeting was
attended j and then they went upon a round of visiting. Calling upon
some very destitute cases, the curate considered and relieved them to
the best of his ability; then in some sick cases he spoke kindly and
sympathetically, and read and prayed; but as he was about to call
upon another sick case, he stopped, and said to his companion, "I
think that I ought to tell you that this is a very infectious case-a
case of bad typhus fever." "Then I can't go in," said the man.
"But you must," said th~ curate, "if you are going to b~ a parson."
"But I might catch the fever and die!" "So might I," said the
curate. "But I have a wife and children, and I might take it home
to them." "So have I," said the curate, "but I have to run the
risk." "Oh, sir," pleaded the man, "let me off our agreement, and
I give you my solemn promise that I will never say a word against a
parson again as long as I live."
Pastoral visitation, indeed, frequently presents special difficulties, and
the more experience that a pastor has in it, the more he feels his need
of Divine assistance; but it also presents special privileges, and if
only a pastor has reason to believe that his gracious Master condescends to use him and his poor feeble efforts to the promotion of
His glory and the benefit of His people, to warn the unwary, to
instruct the ignorant, to comfort the sorrowing, to guide the perplexed,
to strengthen the weak, and to cheer the dying, he feels that he has
reason to rejoice, yea, and he does rejoice.
Ore, Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
"MADAM," replied Lady HUNTINGDON, "everything depends on the
right interpretation of the word, 'Gospel.' In my humble opinion it
signifies good news, glad tidings of great joy, a gracious declaration of
mercy to the guilty and the ruined, salvation from the wrath to come,
salvation from the guilt and power of sin, through the meritorious
righteousness and blood-shedding of the Lord of Life and Glory."
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SOUL MUSINGS.
" How is the gold become dim! How is the most fine gold changed! "
Where is the faith, where is the love which animated dear children
of God under the first outpourings of the Spirit's grace 1 Where the
singlent:ss of heart that delighted in one subject, one object, even in
Jesus only 1 Alas! time·mists have sprung up amongst us which hide
the everlasting mountains from our view, and fill our minds with this
world's to-morrow, instead of the bright t,houghts of eternal day. We
do not realize eternity ! We talk about eternity past. What do we
mean 1 Consider the subject with me, my brother, for a few moments,
thus: In the night watches, when sleep had forsaken me, I lay musing
upon eternity, until I found myself in imagination alone, in a little
skiff, floating motionless upon the bosom of the vast Pacific Ocean. I
gazed and wondered, as I contemplated the immense expanse of waters,
whose breadth spans half our world, and whose latitude embraces both
the poles. I looked into its depths profound, and whispered as I lay,
less than an atom in creation, " I What is man that Thou art mindful
of him l' Thou who didst measure the waters in the hollow of Thy
hand, and didst mete out the glorious vault of heaven with a span! "
But whilst I gazed, a little fish rose surldenly to the surface of the
ocean, and blew a tiny air-bubble upon its clear bosom, and disappeared.
I watched the bubble as it floated there, and, moved by a gentle
current in the sea, it passed a few inches onward from the spot that
gave it birth: another instant and it burst, and ceased for ever to
exist. A spirit whispered to me, "The ocean is eternity! the bubble is
little time! In the short space of its existence patriarchs lived upon
its surface, revolutions in nature took place, mighty empires rose into
grandeur, and crumbled into dust; a long series of dispensations, in
providence and in grace, in succession dawned, were developed, and
died out; a number which DO man can number of immortal beings
were brought into existence, and remain imperishable monuments of
the mercy or of the severity of God." I was amazed, and in my
amazement awoke from my reverie; but again to think upon time and
eternity. The vision fell short of the truth. Vast as is the Pacific, a
certain number of the little bubbles would cover its broad surface.
Not so with eternity! Time multiplied cannot fill it. Compared
with eternity, a moment and a million ages are the same thing.
The bubble itself and the vast Pacific Ocean are alike NOTHING, when
measured against infinity! Paul knew this, and lived accordingly. But
who lives so now 1 Eternity past! Could the inhabitants of the little
bubble talk of an ocean past, because it moved an inch or two upon
the surface thereof1 No! Eternity is Jehovah's ever present NOW.
But wonder, 0 heavens! The Everlasting Father was born upon the
bubble, and gave significance to time.-From "The Gospel Lecturer," by
the late G. D. Doudney.
WHATEVER Jesus undertook He fulfilled.-Romaine.
THE doctrine of grace may be abused; but the principle cannot.Owen.
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MRS. GEORGE OOWELL.
(Concluded from page 7:'18, December, 1894.)

Sunday.-I ventured an hour in the garden, E. kindly bringing Bath
chair, in which I sat, but unwisely, for it was an east wind, though so
warm, which attacked my poor weak chest; and on Tuesday I went to
bed again. Sent for doctor, and, through mercy, again on Saturday I
was down-stairs. Our contemplated resort to Leamington was hindered.
Faith tried; hopes delayed. But God is the Ruler of all, though we
propose. My soul, what lessons art thou learning by this ordeal ~
" Wait, and He shall give thee thine heart's desire." Yea, I will
praise Him and I will trust.
A night thought and contemplation"But the pains which He endured
Our salvation hath procured."
Why, then, rebel of weariness 1 Ever in my sight are the words,
"E'en though it be a cross," &c., "Still all my song shall be, nearer to
Thee." That portion, too (a wall text), given by E., "The Lord
shall be to thee an everlasting light." Praise the Lord for such a
hope! Yea, praise Him!
We (dear husband, R., and I) journeyed to Leamington. My prayer
and desire before leaving home for days was, "If Thy presence go
not with us, carry us not up hence." And here, on arriving, I open
my little companion book, Apples of Gold, and (the portion is,
"The Lord shall preserve thee tram all evil; He shall preserve thy
going out and thy coming in." Praise, praise. fervent praise, to my
Lord and my God!
T1'inity Sunday.-Some stray words are helpful-even this, "God
hath power to help. I have heard thee, saith the Lord." Ah! it is
no small comfort to believe our prayers are heard; the assurance is
comforting, ",nd helps us to bear our cross more submissively, for
sometimes we think and say, "He shutteth out my prayer." Then,
again, we' say, "This is my infirmity." His mercy is ev!'r new, ever
abiding; but we weary of being absent from the courts of the Lord,
Sunday after Sunday, and month after month, and one thinks with
regretful feelings of lost privileges; and we remember with pleasure
the hymn learned and said every Sabbath evening, all going to bed
as a child"I have been there, and still would go,
'Tis like a little heaven below."
.. With thoughts of Christ and things divine
Fill up this foolish heart of mine,
That, hoping pardon through His blood,
I may lie down and wake with God."
"Oh, give me contentment of heart, I pray,
And grace to o'en-ule me from day to day;
Then make me submissively, Lord, to say,
'Thy will be done.' "
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Thought much of our last visit to Hastings. When on the staircase, I heard an unknown voice above me saying," What time I ani
afraid, I will trust in the Lord," and never shall I forget it. Oh,
what a lesson it seemed for me! Of course it was a link to bind us
in interest, and we found that two Ohristian ladies (Irish), who had
known much sorrow and reverse of fortune, were thus testifying to their
Father and God, as their Husband, Father, and Guide.
May our going to Bournemouth be for good of our health and soul.
Our pains and weakness are considerable.
" Yet I shall share a glorious part,
When grace hath well refined my heart;
And all my powers find sweet employ
In that eternal world of joy."
Dear husbanu, self, E., and R. travelled comfortably.
"Thus far my God hath led me on,
And made His power and glory known."
Reading from Apples of Gold-" Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my
song; He also is become my salvation." I am oppressed with my
burden and weakness.
"Leave, oh, leave me not alone.
Still support and comfort me."
"All my hope on Thee is stayed."
Anniversary of G.'s birthday. May God hear and grant an answer
in blessing upon him, according to his mother's prayers.
A very poorly day, I feeling faint, &c.; weather most oppressive
and relaxing. My word, "In quietness and confidence shall be your
strength."
A quotation as the following is worthy to be remembered, from my
dear father's present of The Bntised Reed, many years ago: "The
Spirit will join Hie strength to help us to bear our infirmities. We
have heard of the patience of Job. We have heard also of his
impatience. But it pleased the Lord mercifully to overlook that. It
yields us comfort also in desolate conditions, wherein we are more
immediately under God's hand. Then Ohrist hath a throne of mercy
at our bed-side, and numbers our tears and our groans." Oh, merciful
truth amI sweetness of experience. He watched by me and comforted
me that night, and in Him I found mercy and "grace to help in time
of need." What need of His calming in suffering! We are subject to
discouragement by means of our impatiencl'. " Alas!" we say, "we shall
never get through such an affliction." But if God brings us into it,
He will bring us out at length more refined.
How often are the Scriptures given for encouragement in these
times of suffering, and in the sleepless hours of the night. "Underneath
are the everlasting arms."
How many a time has this been my
help. "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their ~trength.
They shall mount up," &c., was my promise last night. What a
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comforting thought to feel He draws those to whom He says
"Come." And" Did ever mourner plead with Thee,
And Thou refuse the mourner's plea?"
Oh, surely no! Did not He the Comforter say, "Come unto Me,"
and draw me to rest in Him 1
The Rev. - - came up this evening to comfort and cheer by his
sweet converse. Lord, give me submission to Thy divine will, and
let me patiently bear my cross. The portion He gave me wae,
"He shall give His angels charge over thee." What a consolation!
He shall give His angels charge to keep me! 'Tis done, Lord, and
I have had the comfort from Thy Word.
Death of Mrs. A--, of L--. A visit to her was recently so
much enjoyed by my dear husband and E--. She now enjoys
fully-no more doubts nor needless fears to hinder her spirit's joy.
"One by one they are gathering home."
These beautiful words have stayed me to-day:" Many a storm-cloud sweeping o'er us,
Never pours on us its rain;
Many a grief we see before us,
Never comes to give us pain.
Oft-times in the feared to-morrow
Sunshine comes, the cloud has flown;
Ask not then in foolish sorrow,
Who shall roll away the stone?"
A better night; mercifully helped, and, I trust, thankful. "The
Lord is a strong hold in the day of trouble, and He knoweth them
that trust in Him" (N ahum i. 7). He is near-now! here! and I
am" So near, so very near, nearer I cannot be,
For, in the Person of His Son, I am as near as He."
~

I have been asking and pleading that my burden might be removed,
but now I see we should the rather desire to cast or roll it on the Lord.
and see how He does and will sustain us and help us to bear it.
Much comfort from dear Mr. IRONS' hymn (41).
" Fear not, ye trembling souls that seek
For Jesus crucified;
He knows your faith is low and weak,
But He has lived and died.
" Fear not, for you are in the Hand
Of Jesus crucified;
When sin and hell and earth withstand,
You may in Him confide.
" Fear not, for you are known and loved
By Jesus crucified;
Thousands His power and grace ha.ve proved,
And sheltered in His side."
My passage for to-night, "Kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation." Mercy, mercy i3 all the theme of my song. 0
Lord, abide with me during the coming night.
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" Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul ~ and why art thou disquieted
within me ~ Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him, who is
the health of my countenance and my God." Yes, it is written, "I
shall yet praise Him," and He is my God; but the depths have wellnigh overflowed me, the waves of sorrow have nearly swallowed me
up. Ah! but" there remaineth a rest for the people of God." Can I
put in my claim there ~ Yes, assuredly I will and do, for He is
mine and I am His!
o God, be merciful to me.
" Do Thy will, it must be best;
Be my soul with patience blest."
I could wish I showed a more acquiescent spirit, like my dear C--.
Ah! my Lord, make straight paths for his feet and provision for his
dear family.
Show favour, Lord, to Thy children who are so
helpless!
I seem to have been in a kind of torpor. Lord. revive me, if it be
Thy will, and if not, take me home to glory in my sleep. It has
been a season of weakness and suffering beyond description. Again
I have been brought to the very depths. I glory not in SUffering and
infirmity, I confess, yet I know I am not my own, but bought with a
price. I would, but cannot sing. Lord, watch over me still. That
word. given me ere I slept last night, "Ye are not your own. but ye
are bought with a price," has been so helpful. Ob, to glorify Him
and to be content with His will. Oh. to say with the Psalmist,.
"I will rejoice in Thy salvation."
" Cast thy burden on the Lord." Ah! my burden, Lord! I do desire to
cast it on Thee and there leave it. A burden indeed it is, and 'Tholli
alone canst bear it. Yet" Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then, oh how pleasant the Conqueror's song."
" Patience. oh what a grace divine,
Sent from the God of power and love;
Submissive to the Father's will,
As through the wilds of life we move.
" By patience, we serenely bea.r
The troubles of our mortal state,
And wait contented our discharge,
Nor think our glory comes too late."
We count not our afHiction a light thing, neither glory we iD
suffering, but aspire to God, and give Him the glory. Our whole
littleness is indeed a proof in itself of nothingness, and makes one
long to be gone. Only so easy, 80 happy it seems to pass away in
that quiet, happy frame. God grant it. Oh, to be found and for ever
enjoying the presence of the Lord.*
• This entry wa3 made after a time of stupor, which lasted for some days.
when the doctor thought her sinking. On the evening of the third day she·
suddenly revived, and a3ked for her pencil and book, when very slowly she
wrote the above.
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By persuasion I wrote just a few lines to my dear G--. I utterly
helpless, and have seemed to be near my heavenly home often. Yes"Up to His throne I soon shall go,
More of His loveliness to know."
These lines have lately been comforting to me; also another of
I am astonished at myself being
able to ask for a pen and write a few lines. My night song has
been the repeating of those words-

J. IRONS', "Look up, my soul."

"Hear, 0 my soul, what Jesus says,
Nor trouble to depart,
For all His saints, in life and death,
Are precious to His heart."
Bless God and praise Him for a little revival. I believe and knolV
what He says"He will never leave me,
But, when all His will is done,
To His bosom He'll receive me,
As the partner of His throne.
Then I'll praise Him
While eternity' rolls on."
The Rev. B - - again called, and came up for a few minutes, a.nd
the words he left with me were a comfort during the night, "Save
me, 0 God, for the waters have come in unto my soul." It is said I
am a little better after injection of morphia, but my various cl)mplaints
and discomforts are too numerous for insertioll here, and I am afraid
my complainings are too often heard. Lord, make me submissive to
Thy will. Enable me to come boldly unto the throne of grace. Oh,
my weakness, and pains, and helplessness! Lord, help me to bear and
do Thy will, and to come boldly.
(Her last ent1·y.) Nurse and I sitting by the window. 'Tis such a
lovely day, and God has still kept me here. Many and many a time,
day and night, have I sung in spirit and said"'Tis mine to rejoice and be glad,
For me hath He purchased by blood,
And those for whom Surety He stood
Need never fear death, nor be sad."
No; I long to look up and rE'joice, and claim my inheritance. I am
waiting the summons, "Come up higher," but frailty and sutrel'ing
have tied my hands, though not my thoughts. This is the sixteenth
day of March, and my dear W--'s birthday was over-past-without
a line from me; yet how I love him, God knows.
THERE is not the least spot on truth's face. It breathes nothing
but sanctity.
Is. a father to be blamed for striking a cup of poison out of his
child's hand ~ or God, for stripping us of those outward comforts
which would run away with our hearts from Him ~-Madan.
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THE LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF PILGRIMAGE.
(An Appendix to the Narrative in

GOSPEL MAGAZINE,

concluded December, 1892,

page 799.)

IN my record of some of the Lord's kind and gracious acts to me for
over forty years in the wilderness, I had, as already stated, not the
slightest idea of it ever being printed for the public eye. But the
Lord intended it otherwise, and it has gone forth far and wide, and I
have had many proofs that He has been pleased to bless the reading
of it to His own dear people: to Him be all the glory. While I feel
it a privilege to be of any little use in the service of the King of
kings, this induces me to try and comply with the request of the dear
departed Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to again take up my pen,
and also of several friends and readers of my former record. May the
Holy Spirit bring to my remembrance such things that He will own
and bless, to the glory of His name and the good of His poor tried
children, and my desire will be accomplished.
In looking back the last seven years, I see amidst all the trials, sins,
and temptations, a fulfilment of His gracious promise when I went to
my little cottage home, "I will make all My goodness to pass before
thee in the way." Oh, how many times I have seen and felt His
goodness in helping us to .bear and endure the trials by the way,
some of them coming from a quarter so little expected, which made
us enter into the feelings of the Psalmist, when he said, "Had it been
an enemy, then I could have borne it," &c., but as it was not, he had to
cry to the" Strong for strength"; and he did not cry in vain, neither
did we, but found it a great mercy to have a "Brother born for
adversity, a Friend that loveth at all times." And in the fulness of
that love, He has said, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I
will deliver thee." Yes, in the day of trouble. How unlike the
world! It is in the day of prosperity they seek your company, but
He in the day of tt'ouble, and His mighty arm is stretched out to
help and to deliver them, both temporally and spiritually.
A circumstance just comes to the mind when we had been much tried
\for the sake of others I will not go into particulars; the Lord knows
all about it), and in addition to this, Our funds were very low just
then; we wanted to make up a payment at a certain time, but could
not for the want of another sovereign. We were going down to the
town, when my husband was lamenting he had not enough. I said to
him, "The silver and the gold are the Lord's, and He knows we
really need it, and He can send us it." He said, "Oh, yes, I know
lIe can," and the remainder of the journey was passed in silence, or
nearly so. My heart was drawn out in prayer, and I reminded the
Lord of a promise He gave me over thirty yeal'3 ago, when I was in
deep soul distress, "My God shall supply all your need," &c., and I
ventured to tell Him He knew how much we now needed that sovereicrn. We went to the house of a friend, and had not been there
ma~y minutes before he laid a sovereign on the table, saying, "I saw
Mr. W--H in the market, and He asked me to give you this, saying he thought you would know what to do with it." Thus our need
was supplied, and we were free from that anxiety. I cannot describe
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what my ieelings were, but must leave it to the imagination of those
who have experienced similar instances of the Lord's goodness. But I
can say that it filled my heart with gratitude and thanksgiving to
God for not only" the sovereign, but that He had in such a remarkable
way again fulfilled His promise. Indeed, I look upon that one particular promise as a kind of promissory note on the Bank of Heaven,
for whenever I have, by the hand of faith, been enabled to present it,
I have never known it to fail or be dishonoured. "Bless the Lord, 0
my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name."
On the Lord's Day we had Mr. GREENWOOD to supply the pulpit.
His prayer at the commencement of the service was very soul refresh.
ing. I had not heard him before, but there was an union of spirit to
him while he was pleading for just the very mercies I felt my need
of, and he took for his text the memorable words of our blessed Lord
Jesus, "The cup that .my Father giveth Me, shall I not drink it?"
And the Lord did bless him with a door of utterance, and a sweet
opening up of the sufferings of Christ for His people; and the Holy
Spirit applied the Word to my soul, so that all the things that had
previously troubled me so much seemed to sink into nothing, and I
felt it very blessed to have fellowship with my dear Lord in His
sufferings, and the savour of that discourse rested on my soul many
days. Those precious spots in the pathway of tribulation are very
refreshing to look back upon, and we do well to remember them, and
take courage, knowing that"He that hath helped us hitherto
Will help us all our journey through."
And sure we are that"The work that Wisdom undertakes
Eternal mercy ne'er forsakes,"
though the enemy often tries to make us think He will forsake the
work of His hands, or else that the work has never been begun.
And it is also well to remember His interpositions in providence.
Another special one just strikes the mind. Through a bodily infirmity
I cannot walk far, and our cottage being neaIly two miles from the
town it seemed necessary for us to buy a pony. My husband went
to the market to try to do so, but was limited to a certain price.
He looked at several, but none of them that would be likely to suit
us could be bought ior the money he had to spend, and it seemed to
him he must come home without one, as his train would soon be due.
Just at this time (as I afterwards found) my mind was impressed
with a fear that he would have to come home without one, and I
ielt constrained to ask the Lord to interpose and guide him to one
quiet and suitable for us, as He knew we really needed it. As he
was returning to the station he saw one in a yard among a Welsh
drove that he thought would suit us, and he bought it some pounds
less than any that had been offered him that day. It had never been
in harness, but was so quiet that before we had had it a week I
went down to the town behind it, saying, that as the Lord had
sent it I was not afraid to ride behind it. He would not send one
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that was not safe. The first day it was with us it let me stroke it,
and while I was doing so, those words dropped into my mind with a
supernatural power, "See, I have accepted thee in this thing also."
Oh, my heart was full, and I did feel that the Lord was good to
me. This was another fulfilment of His promised goodness passing
before me in the way, and I prized that pony as a gift from the
Lord.
About this time we were much tried in several matters, and one in
particular, and this caused me many an errand to the throne of
grace. Thus, I think, the enemy often over-shoots his mark, for the
Lord gave me such consolation by His Word, and sweet nearness to
Himself, that without this particular trial I might not have had.
However, on the Lord's Day morning it was presented to the mind
again, and we went to the house of God bowed down with it. We
did not sit in our usual seat, but went in late and sat near the door;
but the Lord found us, and we (my husband and I) 11 Sat under His
shadow with great delight," while His servant was preaching from
those words in Psalm xvi. 2, 3, "0 my soul, thou hast said unto the
Lord, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to Thee; but
to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom
is all my delight." He went on to show that it was the humanity
Ot our blessed Lord Jesus pleading with His Divine Father, and that,
as such, His "goodness" could not extend to, or be added to the
infinite perfections of Deity, but to the saints; and then after sayin~
many comforting things, went on to speak of the "excellent," and
the delight the Lord took in them, even when He permitted them
to be so tempted and tried that they sometimes questioned whether
He loved them at all, and whether all the past (supposed) instances
of His goodness to them was not a delusion 1 Even then His eye
of pity was upon them, and His heart sympathized with them, the
objects of His "delight"; and he seemed to so exactly describe the
pathway we had been treading, that when the service was over, and
he spoke to me, I said, "Has Mr. So-and-so been telling you about
us 1" (though if he had, I do not think that would make any difference
to his preaching.) He said: "No, I have not seen him to speak to
him the last fortnight." I said, "Then the Lord has told you something about us, and it has been a word in season." Bless His pre·
cious name! He knows so well how to speak a word in season to
them that are weary. This I have many times proved. There are so
many instances of the Lord's loving-kindness which I might record,
mingled with deep trials, which came from a quarter that made it
hard to bear; but I leave that in the hands of Him who alone
knows how to make "the crooked things straight and the rough
places plain." It is only for Him to speak, and the mountains of sin
and difficulty flow down at His presence, and the poor soul rejoices
in tribulation, so that the power of Christ may rest upon him, well
knowing that it is said, "If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign
with Him." And, bless His dear name I it is now as it was in the
days of old. It was in the fiery furnace that "One like the Son of
God" was seen walking with the three Hebrew Children. Not in the
King's palace, no-but with His poor tempted, tried children; and
D
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sometimes even now in those dark days the eyes of their enemies are
opened to see that the Lord is with them, and they canllot do to
them all that their inclinations would lead them to do, for "He
taketh the wise in their own craftiness," and maketh even the wrath
of man to praise Him.
Oh, what a wonder-working God is our
God! "Trust in the Lord at all times, ye people, and pour ou t your
hearts before Him."
The experience of my soul at the commencement of the yeaI' that
is now drawing to a close (1893) was most dark and gloomy. All
the past manifestations of the love of God to my soul were brought
into question, and strong temptations so that I could not sleep, being
again much tried socially, so that I regretted we ever came to this
place, though that was very wrong, for I believe the Lord had a
purpose in bringing us to this secluded spot. However, at night a
little relief came to the mind with those words, "He will give His
angels charge over thee," and after a little pleading with Him, and
asking for a fine day on the morrow, so that I might go to the
house of God, I had a good night's rest, and on awaking saw it WaS
a fine morning. This I took as an indication that tllc Lord had
something in store for me. I went expecting, and WaS not disappointed. The first prayer was very refreshing, being a petition for
just the very things I was longing for, and the hymn of praise was
very sweet. After this our minister read Psalm xxxvii., which was
again blessed to me, and seemed to melt my soul in humble contrition at the mercy-seat, and, by the influence of the Holy Spirit
(I trust), made some of' "the crooked things straight, and the rough
places plain." Mr. 0 - - took for his text Psalm xxxvii. 3, and truly the
Lord did answer our private prayer by rewarJing us openly, according to His gracious promise. He was led so exactly to trace out our
pathway that it seemed as if some one must have told him the very
circumstance we were in and had been in the past week or two,
though I knew no one had done so. I could not help weeping to
the praise of the mercy I had found-that the High and Lofty One
that inhabiteth the praises of all the glorified millions in heaven
should stoop to satisfy the desires of such a poor sinful, helldeserving thing as I felt myself to be. In the introduction to his
subject he made one remark that went straight to my heart. He
said, " Fret is such a comprehensive word," then went on to
illustrate it; and then said, "Poor child of God, don't fret, your
Father's eye is upon you, He knows exactly where you are and what
you want, and He can supply all you need." And, bless His holy
name, He did supply my soul with good things that day, so that I
felt no envy to "the man who prospereth in his way," and increaseth
in his riches. I felt that when those riches (on which the heart of
80 many are set) had taken to themselves wings and fled away, those
that I was then enjoying would open up in all their blissful reality,
and with the poet I could from my heart say" Content, obscure I pass my days,
To all I meet unknown,
And wait till Thou Thy child shalt raise,
And seat me near Thy throne."
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And whcn we reach that, the first glimpse of the King in His beauty
will sink all our trials for ever.
" And flesh and sense no more control
The sacred pleasures of the soul,
But every power find sweet employ
In that eternal world of joy."
At the close of the service, when speaking to Mr. 0 - - I felt constrained to tell him, "That for three days and three nights I had
experienced such dreadful darkness of soul, and temptations, that I
had not gone through for years, but this mornin~ the Lord has
shown me (through your discourse) that' It 'io -well,'" and during the
following week, when the joy experienced on the Lord's Day had
subsided, there was a sweet, calm resting on the Lord, and a clinging
to Him.
I took cold, and was obliged to stay indoors the following Lurd's
Day j but He very graciously manifested Himself to me, so that
though alone I was not alone; and I enjoyed the reading of His
Word, and had some sweet meditation 011 the glorioLls work of Christ,
and the sweet and blessed union subsisting between Him and His
poople, with a very comfortable hopo that I was one among them,
llntl composed the following verses on the substitutionary work of
Ohrist : Deal' J csus, my Saviour, now make me to prove
'rhe intinite stoop of Thy wonderful love,
'l'hat could take such poor sinners as me for Thy own,
To be flesh of Thy Helih, and bone of Thy bone.
A scheme so astounding must needs be divine,
And in it I see the whole Deity shine;
A council was held by the Glorious Three,
Long ere Adam was formed-his poor children to f1'ee.
The Father resolved that His fountain of love
Should bUl'ilt from the throne of His glory above;
His Son He would give :.L lost world to redeem,
And the Son did concur in the wonderful scheme.
"Lo, I come," says the Son, "it is written of Me,
Thy will to perform, and 'rhy people to free
From the despemte f:.L1l which in Adam they made,
When he by temptation to sin was betrayed.
., I see all the agony, blood, and the smart
That shall pierce both My hands, My head, and My hea.rt;
But stilt I will save them, and prove them My own,
For all their transgressions My blood shall atone."
In the fulness of time He descends from above
On the errand of mercy and }linions of love;
'l'aklJs on Him our natw'e to suffer and die;
'ro tight all our battles He came from on high.
The heights of His sorrows and depths of His woe
No angel can fathom, or seraphim know;
Yet He bore it all freely, nor from it withdrew
Till wrath, law, and justice was satisfied too.
D 2
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You who feel yourselves utterly lost and undone,
And can only be saTed by the blood of God's Son,
The Spirit shall show you, and make you to feel,
How powerful that blood is to cleanse and to heal.
Though your sins be as scarlet, you're whiter than snow,
Through His righteousness which He on you doth bcstow.
Your sins are all drowned in the depths of the sca;
Your Surety has suffered, and you are set free.
Rejoice in the glorious victory won
By Jesus thy Saviour, God's own precious Son;
He soon will exalt thee to sit by His side,
In the presence of millions to own thee "His Bride."
And what thou shalt then in His presence behold,
The half of the glory can never be told;
But we shall be "satiefied" then, and admire
The love to which we now so feebly aspire.
The glorious Trinity then we will praisc,
Aud with glorified millions sLall min~le our lays;
In sweet adoration our praise we'll prolong,
While a ceaseless eternity's rolling along.
(To be continued.)

HOME-AND-HEART-SPOKE::f PROMISES.
BY THE LATE EDITOR.

IN conversation upon one occasion with a dear Christian man, nominally
a Wesleyan (who soon after was called to his rest in a sudden but
highly-favoured way), we happened to make some remark, when he
said, "Why, you remind me of a dear man who, at a certain prayermeeting, when a promise was quoted by the one who was at the time
the mouthpiece for his brethren, said, "Stick to that, brother; hold
Him to His word; He can't deny Himself." As far as memory serves,
these were the poor man's words, or their exact substance. And this,
we contend, is both the province and the sacred privilege of every dear
child of God, in his difficulties and extremities. He has a scriptural
warrant for following the notable example of the patriarch, who,
whilst rehearsing before the Lord Hig righteous acts and merciful
doinge, on the one hand, did, on the other, in regard to his perplexed
path, declare, "And Thou saidst Thou wouldst surely do me good."
What warrant, upon the part of the child of God, can be more
conclusive than the Lord's own word, "Put Me in remembrance;
plead with Me; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of
Jacob "~
Oh, what would many a poor tempest-tossed, Satan-harassed soul do,
were he divested of this shield of faith-the Lord's own home-andheart-spoken word-His own precious soul-bedewing, Christ-exalting,
God.glorifying promises 1

======
WE may pray continually, and yet we may not be continually at
prayer.
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MERCY FOR ME.
AnouT the commencement of the year 1854, one of our old scholars
in the Sabbath School was led on a week evening to hear a man of
God preach in this neighbourhood; the text was, "She is a sinner."
The words were applied to her heart by the Divine Spirit. Some
few weeks afterwards, I remember, on a Lord's Day morning going to the
house of prayer much cast down, on account of the sin I felt raging
within me; but in answer to prayer, I returned home singing instead
of sighing, rejoicing instead of sorrowing, and hoping in God instead
of mourning His absence.
At the school in the afternoon of that day, in addressing the dear
young people, I felt that the Lord was with and helping me. Just
before leaving, the above-named young friend came up to me with
fear Ilnd trembling', and asked, 11 Oh, Mr. C--, do you think there
is mere,'/} fm' me?" N one but those who experience a yearning and
prayer for such can think what I felt on hearing such a question.
I spoke to her of the precious promises of the Word, &c. It was
then she acquainted me with her attendance at the above place and
listening to the solemn words, 11 She is a sinner."
Shortly after she was laid on a bed of affliction, which proved to
bo the Led of death, I visited, conversed, and prayed with her, and
at length rejoiced with her in Christ being formed in her heart, "the
hope of glory." On one occasion I spoke to her in my humble way,
prayed with her, but not a word did she say, so that I felt a little
discouraged. I bade her mother farewell, and went to her bedside,
saying, "Good-night, Mary Ann." She replied, her face beaming with
holy delight, "Oh, Mr. C--, 1 do love to hear you talk about my
pl'eCi01tS Saviom'. What should I do 11JitholLt IBm 7 He is my A lll" I
felt overcome with God's goodness and mercy to her, and ashamed
that I harboured such desponding thoughts. At another time on seeing
her, she broke out-it appeared to me in rapture" What from Christ my soul shall sever,
Bound in everlasting bands P
Once in Him, in Him for ever,
Thus the eternal covenant stands;
N one shall pluck thee
From the Strength of Israel's hands."
But the time came for this dear lamb of the precious Shepherd's
fold to he taken to His bosom in glory. One day, on reaching home
from my labour in the dinner hour, a messenger came to say, "Mary Ann
is dying." I went; but she was just falling asleep in the arms of
her dear Jesus, and soon after bid earth and sin adieu, to gaze on
Him who .. had loved her and gave Himself for her." The Lord's
great and holy name be praised.
Chatham.
J. C.
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A PERFECTED SACRIFICE.
NOTES OF A SERl\fON PREACHED BY THE LATE RE\'. T. W. WESTON, AT
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ON GOOD FRIDAY I\lORNING,
APRIL 19TH, 1889.

"One sam'ijice for sins."-HEBREWS x. 12.
WE are gathered together in the sanctuary on a very important occasion,
even to commemorate the death of our Lord Jesus Christ; and we
have here a very important subject, in these days when other sacrifices
are spoken of, and men are departing from the faith. The word
" Protestant" is disliked, and men calling themselves "Catholic" are
propagating errors in our beloved Church. "Wc like the word" Catholic,"
as applied to the one Church of God; it means sil1lply the "universal
Church," but we do enter our protest against the vain notions about
sacrifice which are taught now. All believers in Jesus rejoice ill this
"One sacrifice for sins" which Jesus offered when He gave Himself
for our sins. I love that word" One." There is one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all." Satan is tryiug to
beguile men from the simplicity of the Gospel, and teach that there
can be a repetition of sacrifice; but the Holy Ghost says, "One
sacrifice for sins for ever." Once offered for all the sins of all God's
elect, wherever they may bl'!, among Jew or Gentile. Well, we are
here to consider this grand event to-day. "God forbid that we should
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Ohrist"--lIot the material
cross, that is not what the Lord's people mean by the cross of Christ,
but the doctrine of the cross; for is it not by His blood-shedding, by
His precious death, that we are saved 1 What are we but poor sinners,
lost, ruined, and undone 1 but, washed in His precious blood, and robed
in His glorious righteousnes, we are "accepted" and complete in HIm.
Let us consider this "one sacrifice" as ofl'eredT. By One Mediator.
n. Fo?' One Object.
Ill. Having One End.
I. By 011e Mediat01·. "There is one Mediator between God and men,
the Man Ohrist Jesus." He was appointed by God "a Priest for
ever, after the order of Melchisedec." Yes, Jesus is the one Sacrifice,
He is the one Priest, and He is the one Altar. There is no altar in
t,he Church of England. You cannot find the word in our Prayer-book;
t~ is a communion table. Our Reformers recognized this, and in order
,nat the people might see it was only a table and had no signi.ficance
as a place of sacrifice, they moved it into the body of the church.
We are letting the truth slip now, and
This is important to notice.
people are talking .about sacrifice, priests, and altars, as though Ohrist
was not the Sum and Substance of all. On the plea of being charitable,
men are saying there is no need to be particular with regard to
these things.
Well, God will overrule all for His own glory and the good of
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His people. He is faithful, and has ever had His witnesses, and will
always preserve the "remnant according to the election of grace."
"One sacrifice." Where was it offered ~ On Oalvary. There Jesus,
as the Substitute as well as Surety of His Church, gave Himself an
ofrering and sacrifice to God, for "a sweet-smelling savour." We see
this beautifully in figure in our service this morning. In the first
Lesson we saw the ram offered up in the stead of lsaac. That was
the sacrifice of God's providing, and lsaac was freed. This" one
sacrifice" was offered on one occasion only. It was "a full, perfect,
and sufficient sacrifice" for the whole Ohurch, and was never to be
repeated. This was the sacrifice all the Prophets foretold. All the
Jewish sacrifices pointed to Him, and the Epistle from which our text
is taken shows, too, those sacrifices were of no avail, except to point
to the Lord Jesus Ohrist. It is the key to all the Levitical offerings.
It was offered through one Spirit (Heb. ix. 14), to one God, even the
Father, with one motive-love. It had one end-the glory of God.
Last Sunday we were meditating on the words, "I have glorified
Thee on the earth." That was the great end of the work of JesUli.
He had that thought always before Him. He tells us He came down
from heaven to do His Father's will, and to save His people. He
satisfied justice. Oh, how little men think of this! They talk of
mercy, and overlook tho fact that it cannot flow at the expense of
But J OSIlS fully satisfied God's justice on Calvary's cross,
justice.
and now mercy can be built up for ever!
How blessed it is to
see that the law is satisfied by the death of Jesus!
" Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
Which before the cross I spend."
How sweet to the dying thief, when brought to repentance, and
made to cry to Jesus for mercy. He saw in Him One who did
"nothing amiss," suffering in the place of vilest sinners. Oh, how
sensible sinners love to look upon this Lamb of God, and know
that they are redeemed by His precious blood, which flowed so
freely there. They look on Him, whom they have pierced by their
sins, and mourn for Him and are in bitterness, "as one that is in
bitterness for his first-born."
n. This One Sam'ijice was for one object. It was offered for the
election of grace. This truth is hated in these days; but are we to
keep it back because men dislike it ~ Deal; friends, I should be unfaithful to my trust if I did. This must be admitted or God cannot
be glorified. "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified." Who are the sanctified ~ Those set apart before all
worlds by God the Father-His elect. Dear friends, if you love God
you will not keep back this truth; all the Apostles gloried in this
doctrine; they knew it was the foundation of their salvation. Look
at the frequent mention of it in their Epistles. Men would blot it
out of the Bible or explain it away, but it cannot be explained away;
there the truth stands, in spite of all attempts to do away with it.
"Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 34).
., Predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son" (Rom. viii.
29, 30). These persons for whom Jesus gave Himself a Sacrifice were
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given to Him by His Father and loved with an everlasting love.
(See John xvii.) Their names were" written in the Lamb's book of
life" from the foundation of the world. "He hath saved us and
called us, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace." Jesus tells His disciples not to rejoice because devils
were subject to them, but" because your names are written in heaven."
Is there any merit in our names being written in heaven 1 We had
nothing to do with it-all is of grace! Mark how carefully everything is guarded so that this one sacrifice shall effect its one objectthe salvation of God's elect. They are not only sanctified by God the
Father, but "preserved in Jesus Christ, and called." Do you object to
this doctrine, dear friends 1 Will you call it narrow 1 Then you
ignore the Bible. "Oh," you say, "it is so mysterious." Yes, indeed
it is. Everything of true religion i~ a mystery-the natural mind
receives it not. If we will bring our carnal rea~on in, we shall not bow
to the truth of God; we must become like little children, then we
shall know the truth, and that truth will make us free.
Ill. The sacrifice offered for one end-CC Perfecting for ever them
that are sanctified." Perfecting. For what do we pray in our beautiful
Burial Service ~ "That it may please Thee of Thy gracious goodness
shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to hasten Thy
kingdom."
There you see the doctrine of election plainly set forth;
the carnal mind hates it, but the babe in Christ, taught of the Holy
Ghost, will love and receive it; all such desire to "adorn the doctrine
of God our Saviour in all things." It is a holy doctrine, and leads,
not to licentiousness, but to holiness of life. " Perfected. for ever."
Does it mean perfection in the flesh 1 No, dear friends, though there
are some who say they have never sinned for a certain length of time.
Ah! "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves." Away with
perfection in the flesh! No saint on earth ever attained to it. The
only perfection in the flesh ever seen by mortal eyes was in the Lord
Jesus Christ. He was perfect indeed: and as He is the only Sacrifice
for sins, He is, too, the only Ensample of a godly life. Do we want
any example to follow ~ No Apostle, no Prophet will do. These are
to be followed inasmuch as they followed Ohrist; but "He hath left
us an example, that we should follow His steps. " We are only perfect
in His perfection, comely in Him, accepted, and all fair. This was
the end of the atonement.
"All thy children shall be taught of the
Lord," says Jesus; and, "The wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not
err" in these matters. All for whom Jesus died come to Him; as He
said, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that
cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out."
Oh, what a blessed,
glorious scripture! What is this perfecting ~ Not one of the flock
shall be lost! Not one can perish! Not one shall be left behind in
the Egypt of this world, when Jesus comes again! "My sheep shall
never perish," says our precious Lord. Not one shall be condemned
with the world. There is no punishment to them: chastisement or
Fatherly discipline there is, but nothing penal for those for whom
Jesus stood as a Substitute. " No chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous, nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby."
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Not one member of the body shall be missing when Jesus presents
Himself and the children given to Him before the Father. He came
to seek and to save everyone of His lost sheep, His lost coins, and
His prodigal sons. "He offered one sacrifice for sins for ever." This
is the event we commemorate to-day, and we rejoice in a finished
work, a perfected salvation. No crown jewel shall be missing when
He makes them up. "They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts."
They shall all be gathered out of the rubbish of this world by the
one grand magnet-the Lord Jesus Christ-and they shall adorn His
crown in the last great day. Thus all will redound to His glory, and
the song will be sung, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." "He
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." Satisfied
if one could be lost ~ Never! His sheep are marked; the lost coin
bears His impress; the prodigal is the Father's son; and all must
be recovered by Him who undertook to effect this end. It is our
privilege this morning, if we have faith in our hearts, to see our
blessed Lord effecting the purposes of His Father in the redemption
of His Church, and as we see this one sacrifice we shall say, "Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief."
Yes, if rightly convinced of sin, we shall say, "I am chief."

A REMARKABLE DREAM.
BY THE LATE EDITOR.

My dreams are very frequent: I may say, few nights pass without
my dreaming, and it seems to me as if it were almost incessantly.
Moreover, generally speaking, they are painful dreams; so that I
commonly wake with a grateful sense that the scen~s which had so
vividly passed before me, during my sleep, were only dreams. My
dream, however, of the past night was quite an exception; and, for
the reason I will presently seek to show why. The portion on thfl
Text.tablet for yesterday morning was, "Whatsoever is not of faith
is sin." That is a Scripture which is invariably forced upon me, as
such striking evidence of the littleness of our faith, and the positive
worthlessness of all our doings. It does bring us in as such perfect
paupers-such absolute bankrupts-such debtors to the mercy,
forbearance, and long.suffering of the Most High.
Upon these
grounds I consider nothing can be more conclusive than the
passage I have named. It had been much upon my mind during the
day j and, in consequence of letters I had received, detailing cases of
deep anxiety and trouble, I retired to bed under a deepened sense of
. the want of faith-and that faith which the Lord alone can give-to
bear one up amid all the trials and afHictions inseparable from the
present life.
And now for my dream. I will strive to my utmost to note down
the particulars, just as they occurred, and to record the very language
I used. I dreamt I was in some building where a few friends had
assembled to view some two or three paintings which were being
exhibited. Various comments had been offered upon them, by one and
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another; and at length one present turned towards me, and said,
"Perhaps you will say a few words upon them." I should have
stated, that the paintings were representative of some Scripture
subject, and calculated to draw forth the sympathies. In reply,"
therefore, to the request, I at once said, that, as a rule, I was
loath to trust myself to speak upon such a subject; because I was
afraid of mixing or substituting the merely human or natural with
or for the spiritual and divine. There was, I contended, a danger
of being thus misled and carried away by feelings and impressions
that would not stand the test of trial. I then touched npon the
tiny character and smallness of our faith, quoting the t:l<Lviour's
words, "If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye would say
unto this mountain, Depart hence and be removed into the midst of
the sea, and it should be done." "No\\'," I remarked, "who ovpr
had accomplished such a thing as that 1 and yet we are told that,
had we as much faith as a grain of mustard·seed, we should succeed
in so doing."
What, however, surprised me, upon waking and thinking upon my
dream, was the fact that., after making the remark I havo just
quoted, I said, "But there is a sense in which ovon our littlo faith
can remove mountains. Such seem to present themselves in our
pathway. They seem quite insurmountable, and we are at a loss to
know what to do; but the Lord comes to our help, in this our time of
need. We appeal to Him; He hears our cries; and He gives us
snch trust and confidence in Himself and His power, as to believe
that He with whom nothing is too hard, will remove the
stumbling-block aud barrier, even though it be a mountain, that
stands in our way."
We awoke from our dream (blessed be God!) under a sense that
He could accomplish these apparently impracticable things, for is He
not "mighty to save," and "able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or (even) think" 1
ANOTHER

DREAM.

I thought it remarkable that I had another dream after that of
which I had just spoken. I dreamt I was at a chapel in Southampton,
where, for a time, I attended some sixty-five years ago. I looked
round and contemplated the place as it then appeared, but with
the exception of the now venerable minister, all the former attendants
had passed away. It seems, however, that he recognized me among
the then present assembly, and, most unexpectedly upon my part,
requested me to prav.
I at once rose, and was privileged, in all
the warmth of my hiart, to address God as a Father, and to testify
how He had, through all the changing scenes of life, up to the
present moment, been so merciful, so gracious, so kind, and allsufficient, and beseeching Him to continue His loving-kindness and
tender mercy through the little remainder o£ life, and at last
bring us off more than conquerors through Him that had loved us.
I awoke from the dream with such a deep sense of vividness and
reality.
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MORE COALS.

IT is a bitterly cold evening, and I have just said to the housemaid,
"Bring in some more coals," and it struck me, that is easy enough to
say, but shall we not do well to pause and ask, "What has it cost
to obtain those coals we so freely use to put on the fire 1" Colliery
work is often cruel work.
Most touching is the following account of the remarkable escape
of miners, which occllrred at a colliery in Pennsylvania three years
ago:The four miners who were rescued yesterday from the imprisonment
caused by the flood on February 4th at a colliery in J eansville, Pennsyl.
vania, after they had recovered somewhat, told a story which is believed
to be without parallel in mining disasters. The water rose in such a
manner that the imprisoned air excluded the black damp, which hindered
the work of the rescuers. Four men who were imprisoned under similar
conditions in another spot lighted a fire which consumed the oxygen
and caused their death by suffocation.
The four survivors had four bits of bread, which lasted for two days.
Then they ate the bark from the timbers, and killed and ate the rats
which attackcd thc weaker mcn. Their drink consistcd of some sulphurous
Wl1ter. After a while they becl1mc too we~Lk to descend from the damp,
rocky ledge npon which they llad taken refuge, which was foul' feet
high, as lllany widc, and ~l, few y~trds long. 'rhere thcy lay in pitchy
darkness, l1ftcI' the oil in their lamps was exhausted. On the third day
they considered whether they should I'esort to cannibalism, but they
rejected the idea, the one who Wl1S superior to the rest in strength pledging
himself that he would die first. During the last few days, two of the
men raved continuously; the others were unable to move or shout,
although they heard the rescuers at work, and knew the risk they ran
of their would-be rescuers taking a direction away from them.
When the rescuers heard a faint cry, ~l,lthough the pathway was open,
the black dl1mp extinguished their bmps after they had advanced only
sixty feet. By fanning the passage with theh' CO~LtS they dissipated the
bad air sufficiently to enable them, by ~L desper~Lte effort, to dash across
the intervening space l1nd returll with the dying men. To have faltered a
single instant, or to have taken ~L false step, would have meant certain death
within arms' length of their commdes, When the men were reached, they
were too feeble to stir. They kissed the hands of their rescuers.
When they were brought to the lift the spark of life was too faint
to allow them to be carried to the surface, so their rescuers warmed them
with their own bodies, and nourished them with stimulants. Then,
lying prostrate, each survivor clasped in the arms of a rescuer, they were,
after awhile, drawn up together. On coming into the open air, the
rescuers headed a procession consisting of all the inhabitants of the
village, singing, "Praise God, from whom all blessings flow." No Pennsyl.
vania miller can recall any tradition, even in the old country, of ,such an
extraordinary escape.
G. C.
GOD has two thrones
lowest hearts.-W1'ight.

j

one in the highest heavens, the other in the

SUCH is the omnipotency of our God, that He can and doth make
to His elect sour sweet, and misery felicity.-Philpot.
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THE CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
WE rejoice that our dear friend and brother, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN,
and Mrs. MARTIN have received S0lne tributes of love and affection
on the completion of Mr. MARTIN'S thirty-sixth year of his ministry
amongst his devoted people.
The English Chw'dwwn gives the
following interesting account of the recent gathering at the Circus
Church Schools:Last week was an interesting one in connection with the Circus
Church, Portsmouth. On Wednesday the Rev. J. C. MARTIN completed
the thirty-sixth year of his ministl'y, and as he and his devoted
wife were celebrating their silver wedding at the same time, the
congregation took occasion to present Mr. and Mrs. MARTIN with
an illuminated address, a silver salver, al1l1 the sum of £200 as
an expression of their affection and esteem, anu also their appreciation
of the faithfulncss of his ministry, and his close adherence to the
Gospel of the Grace of God, which has characterizou his labours
for so many years. The presentation was made at a public tea
in the Circus Schools, which was very largely attended.
Mr. MARTIN, who in acknowledging the handsome gifts was much
affected, expressed in simple yet warm language the feelings of
gratitude and thankfulness which his wife and himself felt, in the
first place to Almighty God, for haVing kept them through all these
years on those good old lines of salvation by grace, and that amidst
all the departures on the right hand and the left, they had seen
nothing which led them to think there was a safer or better way.
They were thankful also (and it Would be affectation to deny it),
that God had blessed the ministry in a very large and remarkable
manner; that there had been frout the first a spirit of love aud
union among the congregation; and that in their large schools, of
close upon five hundred children in the day schools, and eight
hundred in the Sunday scho01s, the Word of God was regularly
taught, and that blessing had been vouchsafed to the labours of his
devoted band of teachers and fellow-helpers. They were also deeply
gratefUl to those kind and numeroul'l friends who had so generously
subscribed so large a sum of money, and earnestly prayed that rich
blessings, both temporal and spiritual, might be poured out on them
from their covenant God and Father.
One hundred pounds of the above sum was given by :.tn anonymous
donor, who in this way desired to gi~e expression to his affection and
esteem for Mr. and Mrs. MARTIN, and also his appreciation of the clear
testimony which had been given in the Circus Church for so mauy
years to the distinguishing doctrines of grace. It was expressed in
the address that the money should he devoted to the school funds,
considerable expenseH having been incurred in consequence of the
demands of the Education Department. Mr. MARTIN said he felt
most grateful for this, for though thl;ly had been wonderfully helped
in past years, it was no small anxiety to have to meet increasing
responsibilities.
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Addresses were given during the evening by the Revs. G. HEWITT,
vV B. FERR1S, B. ALDWELL, Jun., and the Rev. T. DAVIS, who had
preached the sermon on the previous evening. Several of the local
clergy were present, and most kind letters of apology for absence were
read from the Rev. B. D. ALDWELL, the Rev. J. ORlIlISTON, and othe::-s.
The whole hiotory of this Church and congregation, the manifest
blessing which continues to rest upon the labours of Mr. MARTIN, and
the unanimity which prevails amongst the members, as well as their
efforts in the cause of God's truth, is a standing proof that to bring
about these results no recourse need be had to those worldly attractions
which are too often used to draw the world into the Church. Special
and appropriate hymns were sung during the evening, and an
interesting and delightful meeting was brought to a close by prayer and
the Benediction.
THE DAY OF REST.
ALAS! that the Day of Rest, divinely appointed and sanctified, because
"the seventh day God ended His work which He had made, and He
rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made,"
should be turned into the day of work, pleasure, and dissipation I
The heart is saddened whilst glancing through the daily papers, to see
how easily an innovation is accepted by the people; how quickly
Sunday bands, open libraries, museums, and pleasure travelling find a place
and plea in this hard-working nation of ours. There seems DO rest about
the Sabbath, nor the worship within the churches and chapels of our
land. Fine music, solo singers, fruit, flowers, and ecclesiastical garments-all go to make up the "bright service" which they aim at to
"attract the people." True, the people may be so attracted, but where
is the success ~ Not numbers, in God's sight, but the heart of him
who worships his Divine Lord in spirit and in truth, and these true
followers know that their food comes not from such outward attractions.
I was saddened just now in reading over a so-called Sunday programme of a church in the North. lJuring the day there are no less
than eleven items given, such as " Singing in church," "Prayer, praise,
and refreshment for workers," "Inquirers' and testimony meeting," and
thus the people are satiated with work and excitement, and well may
the heart of the true seeker exclaim, "They have taken away my
Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him."
Another church, yet nearer home, gives a Sunday ticket with this
deplorable" programme," as they actually term it :-" 6.30-Tea and
bread-and-butter. 7-Bright service and music, with dissolving views.
9-Meat supper. Only those admitted to supper who are present
at 6.30."
How repulsive to the Lord of heaven and earth, who as Sovereign
Ruler and King, needs none such attractions to win His people to
Himself. "I will, and they shall," is His immutable decree, and none
can resist His word nor refuse His call.
Concerning Sunday music in the parks:A respected local contemporary, in commenting upon the observa,tion made at the public meeting of the Town Council, that there
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,ought to be performances of sacred music in the public parks' on
Sundays, observes that the assertion of the innovative councillor w.tS
"permitted to pass without the slightest wmment upon the part of
members of the Corporation to whose ears it was immediately addressed,
as it has also been passed by the tens of thousands of pcrsons outside
the municipal chamber who subsequently read the rcmark in the columns
of the local newspapers." Our contemporary has warrant for the statement made in the first part of the passage we have quoted; but even
the ever-attentive "ear of a local editor would require to be fU1'llished with
a vast number of telephonic communicators to be assured that the rea,ders
of the local papers almost universally placidly accepted the sL'Llcmcnt
of the "progressive" representative when he laid down the ]Jew morrtl
law in music. No doubt there has been a consid~rahle advance lImde in
public opinion in many things relating to Sunday observance, and thc
tendency, we are afraid, is to drift further lLway from the old idc;Ls.
Whether this drifting is really progrcss is a matter on which opiu ions
are greatly divided, aud much bittcrncss and heart-burning frcquently
arises when an attempt is made to discuBs the mrttter in a serious spirit.
MACAULAY'S old sarcasm tLbout thc Puritans and bear-baiting is so cfLsily
introduced, and the lighter spirits of tbis day and gm','mtioll consider
it a good joke to jibe and jeer at the stel'll-f::Lccd men who lifted our n:Ltivc
country out of the slough of national disgrace and tbe q".Lg'lIlire of public
immorality to set England highest among the nations. It. is the spirit
of worship that is required for tbe proper observance of the Lord's D;Ly,
and no mere formal human make-believe. There were careless JJlcn and
hypocritical men in the days of the Puritan as there are in our own
time, and the spirit of a people is not to be judged by the conduct of
the indifferent and the heartless. It is still true that "righteousness
exalteth a nation"; and although.a mere outward obsel'Vance of Christian
practices is no correct index of the Christian chanLcter with in, it is equally
certain that an open and manifest disrcgard of the obligaLion to keep
holy the seventh day is not likely to create a bcttcr Christian frame of mind
among the general community. In the spherc of public morals rolig.ious
observance still takes a legitimate place. BUNYAN'S groat work continues to
hold a foremost place in English literature, not only because it gives, in allegorical form, the finest picture of Christian principles applied to ordinary
life, but because it embodies the moral law from thc spiritu"J standpoint.
The "progress" is, after all, but a delineation, in the plaincst but the
most attractive language, of the always. present conflict between good and
evil, a warfare always going on and which must last till the end of time.
The bright and glorious powers that make for good are still, and always
will be, assailed by the forces that make for evil. That which makes for
righteousness, to use the biblical phrase, is to be commendcd; that which
destroys is to be banned. Our contemporary points to the promenaders,
the pleasure steamers, and t:he reception of French archmologiBts on
Sundays, as indications making it difficult to raise, either from a religious
.01' a commercial basis, serious objection to the production of sacred music
in the parks on Sundays. But this only enforc.es our contention. If
Sl1nday is not to be observed as a day of worship and a day of rest-a
day
"Most calm, most bright,
Fit bridal of the earth and sky,"
as, the saintly HERBERT sings-the all-secular pursuits may, with an
approving conscience, be freely indulged in. It is the spirit tLat rules,
not the letter. The Salvationist is a noisy fellow, but if it be admitted
that when he is beating his drum and blowing his trumpet he is engaged
In divine worship, his case is clear. What is the distinction between
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so-called sacred and secular music P Simply this, that one class is used
for the pmise and glory of the Almighty, the other for the amusement
and edific:1tion of man.
A rather different view these Sabbath recreation, pleasant Sunday
afternoons, or athletic muscular Christian folk take to the sweet Olney
writer, whose Sabbath was his rest, his best day of all the seven,
his hallowed day of special communion with his Lord, and whose
worship was that of a renewed heart seeking after and desiring to
find Him who is His children',;; Hope, Sum, and Substance, yea, All
and in a11" How welcome to tbe saints, when presspd
With six d:1ys' noise :Llld C:11'e and toil,
Is the returning day of rest,
Which hides them from the world awhile
.. Now from the throng withdmwn away,
They seem to breathe a different air;
Composed and softened by the day,
All things another aspect wear.
.. With joy they h:1stell to the plac~
Where they their Saviour oft have met,
And while they fe.tst upon His grace,
Their bm'dens and their griefs forget .
.. Wc thank Thee for Thy Day, 0 Lord,
Here we Thy promised presence seek;
Open 'rhine hand, with blessings stored,
And give us manna for the week."
May His true sheep hold dear and ever prize their Gospel privileges.
May they seek to graze in true pasture, and come from the house
of God exclaiming, .. This was none other than the house of God;
this was the very gate of heaven"; 01' if of necessity they must tarry
at home, still find Him to be a little sanctuary in their midst; and
thus Sabbath after Sabbath shall remind them of that priceless boon
to man, the Day of Rest, which points them to that rest which
remaineth, which, as their btst possession, is still to come. "There
remaineth therefore the keeping of a Sabbath," eternal, everlasting,
and full of joy and peace.
R.
SPIRITUALITY.
AH! Lord, 'tis what I want. So worldly am I, so carnal, that I
mourn; and yet I mourn not as I would. I feel, because I cannot
feel. I am so tied to the earth. So wedded to the things of time
and sense, so satisfied to abide below-here in this vale of tears, here
in this wilderness so black, so barren, so bereft of all that once bore
impress of the presence, power, and preciousness of its Divine Creator.
I confess my worldliness; I mourn on its account. Would I were
looking less at the things which are seen, and more at the things
which are unseen. The things which are seen are merely temporal;
the thin~s which are not seen are heavenly and eternal.-The late Rev.
D. A. Doudney.
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OANON WOODWARD.
THE Rev. W. ADAMsoN, of Old Ford, gives a most interesting and
encouraging account of a visit he has recently paid to St. SHas, Liverpool, in a letter to the Editor of The Rock. We give it in full here,
as it is heart-cheering to remember that, scattered about our dear old
land, there are still some champions of Protestantism, bold defenders
of that faith once delivered to the saints. Mr. ADAMSON writes:SIR,·-In your most interesting report of the Edinburgh National
Protestant Oongress, the Rev. Dr. KERR is represented to have ~aid,
that if the Rev. Canon WOODWARD, Viear of St. Silas, Liverpool,
were Archbishop of Oanterbury, England's Ohurch would soon be free
from sacerdotalism. On the previous Sunday I had to he in Liverpool, and seized the opportunity to be one of his congregation at the
morning service. I was struck by the devotion and earnestness of
his people, and by the rapt attention which they l1aid to Oanon
'VOODWARD'S sermon on the Lord's great counsel, ,. Take up My
yoke and learn of Me," &c. The service was plain, but most hearty
and harmonious. The choir was a mixed one, but the congregation
took their part with fulness and fervour. There was nothiug illegal,
nothing irreverent. There was no surplice in the choir stalls, and no
surplice in the pulpit. The sermon was magnificent in its Scriptural
accuracy, spiritual unction, and practical suggestiveness. Neither saint
nor sinner could be in doubt as to the plan of salvation, as to the
practical nlloture of Ohrist's religion, and as to the errors of the Ohurch
of Rome with regard to man's access to God. I listened with great
pleasure-I trust, with greater profit. And as I came out of his
church, I said to myself, first, and then to my companion, "Oh, that
the Archbishops and Bishops of our Ohurch would insist on such
services, and would themselves preach such sermons! Bright indeed
would be the hope of our ueloved Ohurch of England." Two days
afterwards your report says that a Scottish Presbyterian minister, after
listening to Oanon WOODWARD'S address at the Edinburgh Oongress,
made a somewhat similar exclamation. When the majority of our
Bishops preach such sermons as the one I had the honour and the
happiness to listen to at Liverpool, and preach them with the same
fervour and fire, the same truthfulness and tenderness, I shall have
no fear on the question of the restoration of Romish supremacy in
our Ohurch and realm, or of Disestablishment and Disendowment.
May God the Holy Spirit raise up a thousand such noble champions
of Ohrist and of the Reformation..
WIlL ADAMSON,
ViCal"

of Old Ford, E.

WHITHER should we go for water but to the spring 1 Whither
should we go for strength but to the fountain of strength 1 Is it not
a derogation from Ohrist that when all fulness is in Him alone we
should forsake the fountain of fulness to go unto broken cisterns that
will hold no water 1 Mark it well; as often as ever you run to any
creature in any necessary exigence, either before you go to Ohrist, or,
instead of going to Ohrist, so often you rob Ohrist of tha~ pre-eminence
which God hath given Him, aBd we should pay Him.-C1·isp.
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QI;orrtSp'oub.enn.
WORDS OF SYMPATHY.
AGAIN I am constrained to give a few of the many precious letters
of sympathy received since the dear Editor's illness. The love of the
members one for another is a marked feature of this Magazine, therefore I make no apology in placin~ these letters before the readers,
knowing that the words of love and truth and peace which they contain are reciprocal to one and all.
R.
MISS L. STARES WRITES:We have only just heard of the' illness of your dear father, and do
desire to express our sorrow and tender sympathy. May the Great
Physician speak the healing word, and grant restoring grace and st.rength,
if His will. We do unitedly bear Him on our hearts before the mercy
seat. I cannot tell you how very precious dear Mr. COWELL'S writings
have been to us all, especially lately j we have often felt in reading his
pieces in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that the Lord has spoken to our
hearts. May you sweetly realize the presence of Jesus, and the comfort of
His never-failing promises. "He hath said, I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee." My precious mother sends her kind Christian love and
sympathy, and with the same from my sister and self.
THE REV. M. WELLAND WRITES:We are sorry to know by this month's Magazine that you are so
unwell, but pleased and thankful that your (our) dear Lord has visited
you in your affliction.
Blessed be His dear holy name.
We
both are ahnost within sight of the J ordaD, but we are not
affrighted at the prospect of death, because our dear Lord hath said,
" I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am ye may
be also." And we know" He is faithful that promised." Therefore we
look across the river to our home beyond, and sing"Let a poor labourer here below,
When from his toil set free,
To rest and peace eternal go,
For there I long to be."
And the time is short, glory to His precious name! May the
Holy Ghost cheer you from day to day, till you find yourself at home
with your long-loved Lord j and the poor writer quite expects to meet
you there, through the grace and mercy of our covenant Jehovah.
Please accept our Christian love and sympathy. We pray for you
daily.
THE REV. T. E. LAURIE WRITES:I was much grieved to read your letter on Saturday in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and at once prayer went up for you to the Throne. May
you be cheered and strengthened by the Lord and Giver of life, the
Holy Comforter. In the beginning of the year, you sent me a sweet
little almanack, and the two texts on it for this month are so suitable
to you now, that I send them: "Trust in Him alway"; "My God
shall supply all your need." So true and so precious, it will be so in.
E
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your case I know. I preached last night from Joel ii. 26, "My people
shall never be ashamed," with reference to Gunpowder Plot; and in
the morning from Lamentations iii. 57, "Thou drewest near in the
day that I called upon Thee: Thou saidst, Fear not." I found
it precious and true. God bless you abundantly. I have not been
well, or you would have had a piece for the Magazine before this, but
if I can be of any use to you in any way, say so, and I will do my
best. Yours in Him.
COMMANDER B. H. KEY WRITES:We felt much for you when we read the remarks in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE about the attack which you have been called to encounter,
and yet we saw there was cause for thankfulness in that your working
side was spared. The Lord is pleased just now to afflict His peoplo
and His Church generally, in various ways, and I am certain His
voice is in the rod.
We have passed through deep waters,
been emptied from vessel to vessel for the last ten or fifteen years,
and I hope the lesson which I am learning, I trust, and which I am
sure is the Lord's purpose to teach, is to allow my life, conduc~, and
soul to be closely searched by Him, by the Holy Spirit's light; then
to be brought closer to Him, to have barriers, mists, &c., removed from
between us, then that our lives, work, and soul's experience may be
more steeped in the Word of God. if. I am increasingly certain that one
great controversy that the Lord has with His Church (professing, perhaps, and true as well) is a neglect of His Word. I mean a studying
of it prayerfullyand by the light of the Holy Ghost. In writing thus,
I write my own experience; I have been verily guilty of this myself,
and I desire now to have it corrected. Let me read the Word of
God more in the light of God, unbiassed by men's creeds, with a
fuller surrender of self to be led into the depths and the mind of
Christ in it. Increasing peace and strength, I think, comeR from this,
and the precious suitability of Christ to meet our every case at every
turn, and in every experience. Faith thus receives Him. May the
Lord be much with you, dear brother, fill you with the Holy Ghost,
and bless your own soul, your pen also and editorship, more abundantly to His glory than ever He has.
Yours very affectionately.
MR. W. R. MOUNTCASTLE WRITES:I cannot tell you how pained several of my family-some being
away at the time-and myself were, on getting the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
at the beginning of the week, to see that He whom you serve has
seen fit to afflict you again. Let me assure you of our deep
sympathy in your trial, and let me add that I have good reason to
believe that this is not the only house in our neighbourhood whence
prayers go up to the mercy-seat on your behalf. May He who reigns
be graciously pleased to manifest Himself again to you in His
character as J ehovah Rophi, in temporal as well as in eternal matters.
Do not think me presumptuous if I name to you a text which many
years ago I gave to our late dear friend DOUDNEY, and whioh seemed
to be much blessed to him at the time, "The Lord is good, a strong
.. The dear Editor was so struck with this expre88ion.

,
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hold (strength) in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that
trust in Him" (Nahum i. 7). On Sunday evening last my wife read
aloud your "Uphill," in September Magazine, and the following
morning we noticed the remarks in this month's issue. Here also
it was listened to with much pleasure. Wishing you sincerely all
covenant mercies, I am, dear sir, yours very faithfully.
"MARY," OF LEICESTER, WRITES:-

Leisure is afforded to-night to have a chat with you thus, and to
tell you of the deep sympathy of all friends here in your solicitude
about your dear father, and with him in the weakness and prostration it has pleased our Heavenly Father to visit him with. We all
feel the tone of your letter is a sad one, and I would fain be permitted to say some word of cheer to your depressed spirit; but as I
write it the assured conviction is with me that He whose love has
been set upon you all has this end in view pre-eminently beyond what
any of us can desire. "Blessed be the Lord, who hath pleasure in the
prosperity of His servants" (Psalm xxxv. 27), has often helped me. He
knows how much prosperity of soul really comes to us in the land of
affliction-double fruitfulness compared with the state of freedom
from it, therefore the double blessing comes so cross-handed! Yet
" our eyes are holden," and we do not see how very nigh He is, and
we "fear as we enter into the cloud," where we are to get such a
manifestation of' our Beloved as could only be seen with that dark
background. The Lord may yet repent Himself for His servants
where He seeth that their power is gone, and" there is none shut up
or left." We are all so fully assured of the ripened state of the dear
" Wayside Notes " Writer; the fruit has been brought forth in continuous cluster, month by month, and year after year, to be so
refreshing to the members of the mystical body, that we all have one
thought, a fear the privilege may not long be continued-for him an
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, but for you and us the loss
not to be replaced. Still the Lord liveth and is El Shaddai. We
know not what He will do, but we know He is your God and ours.
Sure we are no human power can restore the lack of it in your
preciolls father, but He is able to do all we ask or think. Yea,
above all; yea, abundantly, wave upon wave above that, and then
exceeding all thought above that! To Him be ascribed power and
glory for ever. "Power belongeth unto God!" I can only ask Him
to do what Infinite Wisdom, Love, and Grace sees best to be done,
and to take you dear watchers so tenderly in His arms that His
sustaining may be magnified, and your depressed spirits raised to the
level of His will concerning you. These times of feebleness, and of
witnessing it, always produce a looking ahead forebodingly, I think.
I have been studying Acts xxvii., because dear F - - asked me about
it for A--, and got quite set fast at "the place where two seas
met." So I turned to the Interpreter and asked Him. Singularly,
a letter from Miss W--, about Mrs. P--'s great depression and
spiritual exercise, was used to show me the two seas; for I said
to myself, she is in a very sea of affliction, tempest-tossed, and
"The enemy is come in like a floou," and in a moment I saw "the
E 2
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place where two seas met," one directly from God, the other the
enemy taking advantage to prod uce despair of soul, and all hope of
being saved in such overwhelming billows. "All Thy waves are gone
over me," and the fierce temptations of the devil, roaril1g as angry
waves. I thought, as I read your letter, you were passing through
such an experience. Beloved, it is doubtless that you may minister
to others the comfort wherewith you will yet be comforted of God.
Who can tell what He designs 1 His ways, though dark and mysterious,
meet only in one centre, love!
EMMA had not told us of your sensible arrangements, for ill such an
affliction so much is saved, 101' both sufferer and nurses, by :woi(hnce
of stairs, and close proximity day and night, and a wheel-chair is It
great comfort in passing from room to room. "Lo, I am with yOIl
always." "In the midst." "Jesus Himself chew near." "Thrn came
Jesus, the doors being shu t. and stood ,in the midst." I ha vc 1)('cn so
struck with this word in Ezekipl xlvi. The Prince-in the midst-so
surely pointing to this dispensation, not the future coming Ra \IIuch
as the present. "There am I in the midst." I often wonder why I
have been led to spend so much time on that chapter, and the voyagr,
too; but the Lord will show in due time what He will have mo do
with them.
The cloud abides concerning dear C-- still. He has not been to
business since the past week.
After his return, September 28th,
complaining of his head, never comes into the town, and seldom as
far as here. Mrs. BROWN, MRS. BARLOW, and Mrs. HARRISON send
their Christian love and sympathy. Mrs. OOHAH is able to be about
again.
Be of good cheer, dearest, our God will carry on His own work.
This month's articles are very profitable, and there will be SllI'e to be
testimony flow out of this "testing." Much love in the Lord to
you all.
HOPE 1
THE heirs of promise have the hope
That unto them is such a prop,
Which, anchored well within the vail,
Through Jesus Christ it must prevail.
With hope so good, through sovereign gra,ce,
Nothing shall the soul displace;
'Tis founded on the oath of God,
His sure and steadfast covenant word.
Blest Counsellor! who thus confirms
His loving will to dying worms,
And consolation strong imparts
To their poor weak and trembling hearts.
THE LA.TE JOSIAH COWELL.
TRUE grace when weakest, is stronger than false when strongest.Gurnall.
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THE LATE REV. W. P. TIDDY.
To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-Many of your readers remember the name of the Rev. W. P.
TIDDY, and because your predecessor in the editorial chair (the Rev.
VI'. DOUDNEY) esteemed highly that godly man-as indeed you did
yourself-I venture to record a recent visit to his chapel.
This much, however, by way of preamble. Alter the Rev. JOSEPH
ILwNs was translated, Mr. TIDDY (then one of the most honoured
agents of the British and Foreign Bible Society on the Continent)
occasionally supplied the pulpit of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, and
a considerable portion of the congregation desired that he should
become their minister. This desire was never realized. His friends,
however, unwilling to lose him, erected in the Camberwell New Road
a Congregational Chapel, where for many years Mr. TIDDY laboured
successfully. When he retired a change came over the scene, and
modern ideas took the place of fundamental principles. Still, I never
thought that matters would come to such a pass as the "service" I
am about to describe.
Sunday, the 4th of November, was the anniversary of this CamberIn the evening of that day
well New Road Congregational Church.
Mr. A, C. MORToN, J\LP., occupied the pulpit, and the place was well
For about twenty
filled with not an over-orderly congregation.
minutes the organ gave forth a number of voluntaries, with a lurking
tingc of the secular strains. Then" the service" proper began with an
anthem (sung in a furious style); and a couple of hymns from Moody
and Sankey followed. Mr. MORTON then read the Beatitudes as the
first lesson; this having occupied a minute and a-half, a lady next'
obliged the company with a solo; this was followed by a prayer by
the minister of the church-something about aspirations and purer
atmosphere. Choir, organ, pianoforte, and violins then" ran off" some
more hymns, and Mr. MORTON gave as a second lesson a few verses
from St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians. The musicians and congregation having rushed through another hymn, Mr. MORTON "preached"
from the words. "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and the widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world." As a Churchman, Mr. MORTUN said that he regretted that all Christians did not
combine together for purposes of good, and he thought the Church of
England was most to blame in this respect, as the clergy too often
stood aloof hom others. Of course, they could expect no quarter from
their Roman Catholic friends, as all Protestants were considered almost
beyond redemption. All who believed in the Christian religion-and
he had nothing to say against those who did not-should work
heartily together. This by way of a prelude. Mr. MORTON then
really lectured upon the subject of the School Board Election, advising
the people how to vote. The" sermon" lasted not quite half.an-hour,
and the curious service closed some time before eight o'clock. Would
you be surprised to learn that many of the old Nonconformist places
in the South of London have come down to what can only be termed
A DISTRESSED VISITOR.
" lecture halls" 1-Yours,
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Edito1' of the Gospel Maga,-,ine.
. My DEAR FRIEND,-In sendin~ another letter for your kind insertion
10 the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I would just like to express my deep
sympathy with you in the severe illness which you are called to pass
through. May you realize much of the Master's presence, and, if it
be His will, be spared to us a little longer to minister to the spiritual
needs of the children of Zion.
FROM MALTA.
I thank you for the many papers you have so kindly sent me. and
shall be grateful if you can continue them. In the sick quarters I find
many who are very glad to have a religious paper or tract to read. I
take the opportunity of speaking to them of Jesus and His dying love
for us, and of the truth of His Word.

FROM A MISSIONARY TO SAIJ.ORS.
Please accept my very sincere thanks for two last monthly parccls of
publications. My heart WiS filled with joy whcn I opened them and
found they contained such precious Gospel truth. I am so than kful for
the enlarged monthly parcel, which enables me to supply a larger
number of God's children. An old sailor, eighty years of age, said to
me a few days ago, "I am so pleased with the books you gave me, and
I read them with the greatest profit and blessing. I am deeply
interested in Old Jonathan and P1'otestant Echo. I thank you very
much for them." Two other Christian pilgrims have been greatly
refreshed and blessed through reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I value
the Gospel Book Mission more and more, and trust God will give an
enlarged blessing to its operations. If you should at any time have a
copy of the" Life of JOHN GRACE," of Bl'ighton, I shall be thankful if
you will kindly remember me.
We should be very glad to send the above book to this servant of
God, if our friends have a copy to spare.
An invalid has just written to say that be greatly enjoyed the
Editor's pieces in last month's Magazine. I may say that this friend
is much afflicted, but experiences a great deal of the Lord's presence,
so that he can sing amidst it all of His faithfulness and goodness.
We have sent him books for about eight years.
With every fond wish and kind regards,
I remain, yours very sincerely,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, TVilton Place, Salisbury, Decembm' 8th, 1894.

OPENING PROVIDENOES.
How beautiful the prospect, when, after mists and clouds and
gloom, the sun bursts forth in its meridian glory! How changed the
scene! How buoyant the atmosphere! How fraught with hope, with
joy, and with satisfaction! But recently a dark, portentous gloom
o'erspread the soul. Dark fears, dismal forebodings weighed down
the spirit. But now the cheering sun has chased these fears away,
and in its light and warmth and brilliancy I view things through a
brighter medium.-The late Rev. D. A. Doudney.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. HENRY MARTIN,
VICAR OF HOLY TRINITY, DERB,.
THE subject of this Portrait was born November 27th, 1861, and
the eldest son of Mr. J. MARTIN, J.P., of Littleport, Cambridge.
He was favoured wich godl.y parents, who made him the subject of
much prayer, and whose influence in his early years left a marked
impression. At eight years of age he remembers being anxious about
his soul, and this was followed by greater desires, after hearing a
sermon by the late Mr. ABRAHAMS, of Regent Street Chapel. But
these impressions seemed to fade as he left home for school; and it
was not until he was settled at Bedford, where his father had placed
him for the purpose of studying engineering, that the desire after true
godliness was nurtured and cherished by the ministry and influence of
the Rev. H. KEMPSON, Vicar of St. Cuthbert's, under whose ministry
he was greatly blessed, and was led to see the importance of knowing
for himself his standing in Christ. After some months' anxious seeking,
he was granted a full assurance of salvation, and saw how his sins were
put by and he was made accepted in the Beloved, in and through the
merits of his clear Redeemer. Now came the desire to glorify the
Lord who had done so much for him, and to
"tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour he had found."
He commenced with a class in the Sunday School, which he conducted
long as he remained in Bedford. After qualifying as an engineer, Mr.
MARTIN took up work in South America, in 1883. And, oh, how
wondrously does the Lord work for His dear people! Here He had
gone before him and provided Christian English friends, with whom
he enjoyed happy communion and labour in the Lord's cause, chiefly
connected with the South American Missionary Society and the British
and Foreign Bible Society; and a friendship formed with a devoted
servant of the latter Society was, under God, instrumental in saving
his life, for when laid low with an attack of malarial fever just then
prevalent, he could not have survived it, humanly speaking, but for
the devoted nursing and attention of Mr. HENRIKSEN, to whom he
ever felt a debt of gratitude. He returned to England in 1885, and
was then finally led to give up engineering and enter the ministry of
the Church of England. He was much encouraged in the preparation
for this solemn calling, and his God seemed evidently to smile on all
efforts. Three years from the time that he entered Corpus Christi
College, Cambridge (October, 1886), he graduated, and was ordained
in September, 1889, to the Circus Church, Landport, to be a fellowhelper to his beloved uncle, the Re,". J. C. MARTIN, who has laboured
so long and successfully at that favoured corner of the vineyard.
During his residence for theological training at Ridley Hall, he owes
much, under Gon, to the godly influence and faithful ministry of the
Rev. H. U. G. MOULE, whose sympathy and interest after the spiritual
welfare of the students is so well known. It was during one of his
collee-e vacations that Mr. MARTIN and a fellow-student devoted their
time- and ta.lents in a desire to visit their fellow-creatures in the
!LS
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villages and hamlets of a neighbouring county, and to carry to them
the glad tidings of salvation. An interesting account of this journey
in caravan was given in Old Jonathan, during the Editorship of the
late dear Dr. DOUDNEY; and staying here and there, these
devoted young men would be found reading, singing, preaching,
praying, and distributing tracts and sound literature amongst the poor
inhabitants of these places. Any of our readers who still have their
volume of Olel Jonathan for 1888 will be interested to turn to it and
re-read the account of Mr. MARTIN'S mission tour. In 18\>1 Mr.
MARTIN was married to Miss FRANCES GRIF:k'ITHS, second Jaughter of
the Rev. A. GRIFFITHS, J.P., Rector of Llanelly, Breconshire, who
gladly joins him in all his work, and is a devoted home missiollal'Y.
Much to the regret of Mr. MAltTIN'S many friends at Landport,
but at the same time, it must be said, to the satisfaction of !)lany
of the late Rev. F. HOARE's congregation, he received the appointment to Trinity Church, Derby, in 18\>3, where with all his elH1rgy
and zeal he is desiring to continue in the linos of his faithful
predecessor, who laboured for so many years to contend for the faith
once delivered unto the saints.

il as~ing <!tbmts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
IT is reported that dreadful atrocities have been committed in Armenia
by the Turks. Large numbers of the poor people there are said to be
fleeing from their homes, and many of the fugitives have been captured
by the Turkish troops and thrown into prison. When the first rumours
of something of the kind having occurred first reached this country, an
English official, in the pay of the Turkish Government, wrote to the
papers declaring that these rumours were altogether false, and that
complete toleration, ,and no such thing as religious persecution, now
existed in the Turkish l)mpire; but his assertions are now shown to be
false, and the most bigoted intolerance and most shameful outrages are
known to have been perpetrated or allowed by the Turkish authorities
in Armenia for some time past. The British Consul at Van has notified
to our ambassador at Constantinople the massacre of no less than six
thousand Armeniam, and he has asked for the intervention of our
Government. We are glad to see that the request has been complied
with, and that our Government, in conjunction with several other Powers,
has strongly remonstrated with the Turkish authorities. It is reported
that the latter are taking steps to put an end to these atrocities, and
we earnestly hope that such may be the case. But are we not in a
measure nationally respoDsible for them in supporting and bolstering
up the corrupt Ottoman empire ~ That empire would not continue in
existence without our aid; surely then we ought either to withdraw
our aid from it, or else insist upon .the imposition of such restrictions
as would make a recurrence of such fearful deeds as these impossible.
The excellent organization called the "Evangelical Alliance" does
good work in such cases as this. It proceeds very quietly and un-
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osteutatiously, but effectively. It first obtains trustworthy information;
then it directs the attention of persons high in authority to it; and
then it combines all the influence which its supporters possess, to the
production of some practical result. The Secretary, Mr. ARNOLD,
recently mentioned a remarkable case of the effect of its working. A
Stundist, a most respectable, and indeed a truly godly man, the father
of a large family, was imprisoned, simply on account of his religious
opinions, and he was sentenced to be exiled to Siberia. Whilst in
prison, he endeavoured to preach the Gospel to his fellow-prisoners,
and he seemed to gain their attention and interest. Bnt they said to
him, "If the Savinur whom you speak of be as powerful as you say
He is, why does He not set you free, and prevent you from going to
Siberia 1" The poor man replied, "My Saviour is quite as powerful
as I have rejJresented Him to be, and He could easily set me free if
He chose; but if He does not do so, I am sure that there must be
some good reason for it; and if He permits me to go to Siberia, it is
probably because He sees that there is some necessity for me to do so;
perhaps it may be because He wishes me to make known the Gospel
there to some poor creatures who otherwise might never hear it."
Time went on, and at length the day arrived when a gang of
twenty of the prisoners received notice to start on their way to Siberia,
and amongst them was this poor Stundist. They wore chains on their
arms and on their legs, and they were all chained to one another,
just like a gang of slaves; and they were paraded and marched round
the courtyard of the great prison of St. Petersburg, previous to the
great gates being thrown open, and the commencement of their long
weary march. Then they stood still for a few moments in the centre
of the courtyard; and, as they thus stood, some of them turned
towards their companion the Stundist, and said, "Now, if yonr Jesus
were able to do anything, He would knock off your chains, and set
you free." The words bad scarcely been spoken, when a window in a
balcony in front of the prisoners was thrown open, and a fine stalwartlooking man appeared (it was the governor of the prison), and called
out in a loud voice to one of the officials below, "Is a man named
So-and-So (mentioning the name of the Stundist) in that gang of
convicts 1" "Yes, sir," was the reply, "He is." "Has his conduct
been satisfactory since he has been here 1" "It has," was the raply,
"thoroughly so." "Then knock off his chains," said the governor,
"and set him free." In a few moments the order was obeyed; and
as the great gates wpre opened, and the nineteen chained convicts
marched out through them, they instinctively turned round to take one
last and astonished look at the man whom the Lord Jesus, his Saviour,
But how did this remarkable deliverance come about 1
had set free.
Instrumentally, through the influence of the Evangelical Alliance. A
titled Russian lady was asked to use her influence on behaJ£ of the
poor persecuted Stundists, but she said that it would be perfectly useless at that time to do 80. Then it was said to her, "But you are
well acquainted with the governor of the prison here, and you would
probably get the lot of the poor Stundists who are in prison much
ameliorated' if you interceded with him on their behalf." "Yes," she
replied, "I am willing to do that." So, accordingly, she called upon
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the governor, and spoke strongly on the poor prisoners' behalf; but he
replied that he could do nothing, as he was a man under authority,
and was obliged to be subject to certain rules. "There is oue thing,
however," said the lady, "that I know that you can do, if you have
not already done it, namely, you have the power of liberating one prisoner
every year whose conduct in prison has been satisfactory; have you
exercised that power this year 1" "No"; the governor replied, "I
have not." Then the lady begged him to exerciee it on behalf of a
poor Stundist, and he did so in the way which has just been described.
The war in China still continues, as we write. Peace overtures
seem, so far, to have utterly failed. and the victorious Japanese are
steadily marching upon Pekin, the capital.
The French Assembly has voted an immense sum of money towards
enforcing the claims which have been made upon Madagascar, and
preparations are being made for the dispatch of a large bo<.1y of
troops to that island. This is greatly to be regretted.
Happy tidings come from Uganda. The work of God seemfl to be
marvellously prospering there. No less than £700 have been sent to
England from the native Church there in one year as payment for
Bibles, Testaments, and portions of Holy Scripture. What a proof
this is of the deep interest which the people take in the Word of
God. Six out of the ten provinces of the country are now not only
open for missionary work, but are evidently prepared to receive and
welcome it. The Native Church has sent out npwlll'ds of a hundred
teachers, who are supported in part by its own fundR, and in part by
the chiefs to whom they are sent; and something like a hundred more
are being trained. The British Protectorate has been publicly proclaimed at Mengo, the capital, amidst great manifestations of joy;
and additional buildings for worship in and around the capital have
been erected by the native chiefs there. Much anxiety is expressed
about the king, who has been a prey for some time to degrading
sins. He seems to have struggled against them, and for a time he has
repeatedly given them up. but he has succumbed to their influence again.
He lately invited one of the Christian teachers to dwell in his house, so
that he might be near him and help him in his times of temptation.
One of the missionaries earnestly asks for prayer on his behalf, and
says, "Cease not to wrestle in prayer for this poor sin-bound soul,
May the power of the Lord free him, and
held by Satan's fetters."
give him joy and peace.
A very important School Board election has just taken place in
London and its suburbs, and it seems to have excited much interest.
It would probably be well if more interest were taken, generally
speaking, in such elections, for often much apathy is shown, and
many Christian people do not seem to realize how great and important
are the issues which are at stake. In this case, there was a btrange
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mixture of ideas, and much misunderstanding of the different points
at issue between the chief parties; many of the electors in consequence
must have found considerable difficulty in perceiving what way it was
their duty to vote; and some, in all probability, unintentionaIIy
supported candidates whose opinions were really contrary to their own.
But the whole system of education now adopted in our country has
some very grave and regrettable blemishes. Not only is it pursued
too far, and multitudes of children are crammed with a mere smattering of knowledge, and forced up to a certain ideal, in a most
unpractical and unreasonable way, but the ratepayers are put to an
enormous, and an ever.increasing, and, in many cases, to an utterly
unwarrantable expenditure, without any voice in the matter or prospect
of its curtailment. And worse than this, it is a mere secular education which is pressed so far and costs so much; religious
education is utterly ignored officially; and whilst· highly-paid inspectors are employed all over our land to examine strictly every
school in every subject which the children are otherwise taught,
including some subjects which are really of very little practical
importance, not one of those inspectors is allowed to examine the
children in religious subjects, or put a question to them to elicit their
knowledge of the Word of Goel. What a slight is thus put by a
professedly Ohristian nation upon Goel's Word !-and for what reason 1
-merely to please Roman Catholics and Atheists.
It was very
different before the year 1870; and one of the most pleasing things
which the writer remembers prior to that date, was the admirable
manner in which the education inspectors then examined the children
of our day schools in Holy Scripture, and the thought which was
uppermost in one's mind, that there was thus a foundation laid of
important truth, which, like good seed, might afterwards be expected
to spring up and bring forth invaluable fruit.
It has long been known that a widespread system of bribery and
corruption has existed in the United States of America, by means of
which incompetent and unprincipled men have been enabled to thrust
themselves into positions of authority, and wink at or encourage all
kinds of evil; but probably few persons, except those who were actually
connected with this system, have had any adequate idea of the extent
of it, until the results of an official inquiry, which is now being held,
began to be known. The revelations which are now being made are
startling, showing that the state of things in the United States is something like that of the people of Israel when the Prophet Amos said of
them, "They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him
that speakcth uprightly; . . . they afflict the just, they take a bribe,
and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right." Not only
have the judges and other legal officials accepted bribes, it seems
extensively, and then allowed the worst criminals to escape punishment,
but even the police have obtained their positions by purchase, and then
have demanded 01' accepted regular pay from depraved characters. The
right-minded citizens of the United States have been at last aroused
to unite together, and use all their influence' to check this disgraceful
state of things, and we wish them all success.
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DEATH OF THE BELOVED EDITOR.

Church of God has lost one whose place it will be mo>t
difficult to fill.
Dear GEORGE COWELL, the "Wayside Notes"
Writer, and Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE since the death
of his beloved friend, Dr. DOUDNEY, has been called to claim his
inherita.nce above. To him an abundant entrance has been ministered. For and in him, grace did indeed abound, and has now foulid
full fruition in glory.
We who remain may feel his death to
be a loss unutterable j and without him, whose life has convinced
many of the power of true religion, whose face was "a perpetual
doxology," as one writes of him j whose firm adherence to the faith
once delivered unto the saints, and whose love of the God-glorifyilig
doctrines of grace from first to last were part of his very solfwithout him, as another dear friend writes, n (Jl'mt otillw'ss has come
over us, and there is an unspeakable void.
Dear saint of God! the world has certainly been the better for his
place in it. The Church of God has been eclitied and built up through
his teaching, and his family have the sorrow to realize that a
most precious father, companion, and friend is removed from them.
But their loss is his gain, and oh, how he longed to be with his loved
Lord! Those who were privileged to wait on him, and minister unto
him, as it were, to the very gates of heaven, will never forget his
beautiful life, his God-glorifying end. It was oft-times a little heaven
upon earth to be with him j and his sayings are treasured up for the
benefit of many far and near who have so long known and loved dear
GEORGE COWELL by person or pen. He was called to rest on Monday,
17th December, at twenty minutes to eleven p.m., after two days of
unconsciousness.
One of his last utterances was, "I am satisfied with Jesus as my
Saviour, and I know He has saved me. I am satisfied with the religion
I have professed j I am satisfied with all the Lord has done for me.
Write this to them. I am satisfied with the Lord's leadings and
dealings, and can now say, 'Come, Lord ,Jesus j oh, come and take me
home.' " And on the morning of the last day he awoke for a few
seconds to consciousness, and said, "All is well."
With upturned
I said to
eyes, as though in prayer, he commenced, "0 God."
him, "You will soon be beyond all need of prayer, dearest j you will
see your Lord face to face, and you have loved Him so." 11 I have,"
he said with great emphasis and with such a sweet glance upward.
"Let me kiss you, my precious RUTH"; and he kissed me his long
and fervent good-bye until the resurrection morning j for he quickly
fell into the unconscious state from which he never fully roused again.
All who have attended him in these last scenes have been overwhelmed
with the heavenliness of them. All fear and all earthliness were
removed j and many, many glimpses must he have caught of the King
in His beauty, so that we coulct only exclaim, " Let me die the death
R.
of the righteous, and let my last end be like his."

'fHE
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The following letter announcing the, to u,s, sad, but to him
unspeakably glorious change, was received by Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE,
on the evening of December 18th :Shobnall Grange, Bm'ton-on-T1'ent,
Decembe1' 17th, 1894.

My DEAR MHo COLLI:-iGHIDCE,-IT is my most painful duty to
inform you of the decease of my loved father. He passed away
at twenty min utes to eleven on Monday night, after a rapid decline
at the last, leaving a most precious testimony to the power and grace
of the God he so loved.
I have written a short piece for the body of the Magazine, if you
will kindly have it inserted, and hope to give more at some future
time.
W'th
k'III d regal's,
d
1
Believe me, yours truly,
RUTH COW ELl..
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GEOHGE COWELL,
OF SHOBYAJ.J, GRANGE, BURTON·OIY·TRENJ'.
FOR MANY YEARS WRITER

0],'

"THE WAYSIDE NOTES," A:-<D N[NETE}~N

MONTHS

EDITOR OF "THE UOSPEL MAGA~rN.E."

He Entered into Rest December 17th, 1891,
.AGED 72 YEARS.

"Allelu'ia,! fo?' the LO?'d Goel Omnipotent ?·eigneth."-REv. xix. 6.
" For ever to behold Him shine;
~'or ever more to call Him mine,
And see Him still before me:
For ever on His face to gaze,
And meet His full assembled rals,
While all the Father He displays
To all the saints in glory.

•

•

•

•

•

" When Jesus thus invites me in,
How will the heavenly host begin
To own their new relation'~
'Come in, come in,' the blissful sound
From every heart shall echo round,
Till all the crystal walls resound
With joy for my salvation! "
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WAITING.
POOR pilgrim of Zion, forlorn and opprest,
Bowed down with thy sins, and the toils of the way;
Afflicted, and weary, and sighing for rest;
Benighted, but still looking out for the day.
Oh, come, I'm thy brother, our path is the sltme;
A moment we'll speak of our Lover Divine;
Perchance as we heal' the sweet sound of His nltme,
A bright ray of hope on our darkness may shine.
How was it we first were enlightened to see
The pit of destruction to Which we were bound?
Who told us to Jesus for refuge to flee,
Where peace and salvation alone can be found?
How is it we still, through each hour of the dlty,
And oft in the gloom and the silence of night,
In bitterness mourn His protracted delay,
And sigh for our bltrren ltnd comfortless plight?
How is it we yearn His lovc-tokens to win,
And hope against hope in His mercy to share?
How is it we hate our corruptions within,
And never can rest till His likeness we bear?
These fruits of the Spirit are only produced
In souls that are chosen, and born from above;
In hearts from the bondage of Satan unloosed,
And drawn by the cords of Omniputent Love,
Well may we confess 'twas no goodness in us
That moved Him to pity our perilous Cltse;
We know of no cause why He favoured us thus,
But sovereign, electing, distinguishing gl'ltce.
'Twas while we were rebels, in league with His foe,
He loved us, and cancelled our compact WIth hell:
And will He His purpose of mercy forego,
Or fail in the scheme He projected so well P
Oh no! though our eyes may be holden to see
The light of His face, as in days that are past;
His word and His conduct must ever agree,
And work for our infinite gain at the last.
Our faith and our patience require the sharp test;
But fulness of joy will our waiting repay:
Rejoice then, believer, the season of rest
Draws near as the shadows are rolling away.
The winter will shortly be over and gone;
The time of the singing of birds is at hand;
The calm will succeed, when the tempest is done,
And the voice of the turtle be heard in our land.

Oh glorious vision! in heaven we shall meet;
The King in His beauty our eyes shall behold!
The long list of wilderness mercies complete!
Its sighs, and its sorrows-a tale that is told!
Scarborough.
W. S. ROBINSON.
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Groaning Under the BU1'den of Sin.
By the late C. DRAWBRIDGE.
Rushden: Z. Newhell.
THIS sermon is sent us by one of the preacher's devoted friends,
who says, "The much-loved pastor of Succoth Chapel, Rushden, for
more than forty years did more than any other man I have known,
to spread abroad the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan, and all
other works of the late Dr. DOUDNEY, to whom he was passionately
attached, as he was to you."
We can truly say we have perused the sermon with joy and
IJrofit. "We that are in this tabernacle do groan being burdened."
Mr. DRAWBRIDGE shows how the tabernacle was a movable tent,
and in the tabernacle God was pleased to manifest variety of
circumstances to the Israelites. And then how we in this tabernacle
"The life that lifts up a groan under the burden, is the
groan.
life that God has imparted to the soul."
And then he gives a comforting, soul-exalting view of, "Not that
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon." "Oh, when you and we,
as believers in Christ, are called to give up the spirit that dwells in
this tabernacle, we shall not go into death, we shall not die. In
truth, there is no such thing as death now for the Church, though
the name is kept up for distinction's sake; it is, " Those that sleep in
Jesus."
As soon as the summons goes forth, that death is to bring the
believer into the stripping-room, God Himself comes down in all His
glorious majesty, and covers us with the raiment of glory; so that,
to be "absent from the body is to be present with the Lcrd." But
every word of it is so good, that we are not doing justice to the
sermon in this short review to quote only a part, and we should
advise our readers to procure a copy for themselves.
The D!tity Couriie of the Vhriotian Life. London: Jarrold & Sons.
THE compiler of this Daily Course of "Self-examination, Reflection,
Prayer and Praise, for the Year Round," has aimed at bringing before
the public a book intended for all Christians, irresp~ctive of sect or
creed, avoiding anything of a controversial or denominational character,
and perhaps the novelty about it may be that each day's meditation
takes the form of a question of self-examination; and at the end of
each month four clean pages are left, that the reader may have the
opportunity of recording special mercies, signal victories of some besetting sin, or other tokens of God's unfailing goodness. Each question
which heads the day is answered by a text from Scripture, and this
is followed by a short, pithy, and suggestive piece bearing upon the
subject. There is much in this book to render it a very acceptable
daily portion and companion to a large number of Ohristian readers.
The Herald of Mercy. Volume for 1894. A Monthly Messenger for
Humble Homes. London: Morgan and 8cott.
STRIKINGLY illustrated, and full of excellent matter.

64

Tile Gospel Magazine.

Report of the Procefjdings of the l'hi1·ty-second Clifton Conference.
Subject-The Chunh ctnd the World. Bristol: Mack.
THIS welcome report brings another group of precious addresses, full
of Gospel truths and gracious teaching. With deep thankfulness do
we read the beloved convener was able to prt'side, although all would
miss the choic!\ words which, had his (Mr. ORMISTON'S) health
permitted, would have fallen from his lips. Feeling the swift Heeting
of time, and how all is hastening on to the time of our redemption,
many drank into the words of this wonderful subject, ill anticipation
of thll consummation of all things, when the Church Militant shall
hecome the Church Triumphant, and thus have ~aid, "Surely this
Conference llas been better than any before." We than k God for
mch an outspoken testimony as the Rev. TALBOT GREAVES gave 011
the opening day. Words of choice gold indeed, and fitted into many
a heart. Mr. ORMISTON had again been mORt favoured in socuring
the names of many choice servants of God, who declared the whole
truth and nothing but the truth; and so i.dl jarring notes and
discordant sounds were kept out of this happy C,'nfp,rence.
The Jewish Problem: Its Solntion,. 01', Israel's Present and Fnt'll1'e. By
DAVID BARON, Author of Rays of Messiah's GlO1',IJ, &0. New
Edition. London: Morgan and Scott.
THIS is the substance of a Bible Reading given at a summer conferencfl
in America, by a converted Jew, and it is described by Dr. PlERSON
in an introduction as being the "Jewish Problem solved" ; namely, as
being a solution of the historic and prophetic enigma which the Jewish
nation now presents. Mr. BARON considers that the restoration promised to Israel is to be a complete one j that after that complete
restoration, Israel is to enjoy at least national independencA, if
not supremacy; that according to the declaration of the Prophet
Isaiah, there is to be a "second" restoration, which is to be universal
in its character j that the land of promise, never yet in its fulness
possessed by the Jews, is intended to be of immense extent; and
that after a brief ordeal of suffering, which they will have to undergo
immediately on their restoration to their own land, that restoration
will be followed by a national conversion. Mr. BARON strongly appeals
to the Church of God to fulfil its duty with regard to the Jews.
The Bells of Is j 01', Voices of lfuman Need and S01'1·ow. Illustrated.
By F. B. MEYl<:R, RA., author of Josh7ba, and the Land of
Promise, &c. London: M"rgan and Scott.
THE title of this book is a quaint one. It refers to a popular French
legend of the bells of a town submerged beneath the sea being
heard by the fishermen to ring, and sometimes the tops of the church
spires being seen in the hollow of the waves. The author uses the
reference to express his belief that there are deep longings in many
hearts amongst the submerged masses in the ocean of human life,
and yearnings for a better life, which ring out sadly and perpetually;
and he relates some interesting personal experiences, chiefly in
connection with some remarkable and successful efforts which he
made at Leicester, for the reclamation of discharged prisoners there.

