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"HOW BEAUTIFUL!"
"Ho~1)

beautiful are thy feet with 8hoes, 0 Prince'8 daughter!"SONG OF SOLOMON vii. 1.
ANEw YEAR is opening before us! Its possibilities, how vast!
In the case of anyone of us, beloved in Christ, this year may
see him numbered with the white-robed, ransomed throng,
walking the golden streets of the New Jerusalem-" absen,t from
the body, present with the Lord." It is a sacred and a lovely
possibility that, before this year, 1896, runs out its course, the
joyful cry may reverberate unto the four quarters under heaven...;...
"Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye forth to meet Him"!
On the other hand, the Lord may tarry awhile. The times and
the seasons are in His hand, and He will do all His pleasure.
Until His eternally loved ones are all spiritually quickened, and
experimentally washed in the blood of the atonement, He will
not, cannot come. He is not willing that one of them should
perish. He will have them all come to repentance. For, as
Samuel the Prophet declared to J esse at Bethlehem concerning
his one absent son (the shepherd boy), " We will not sit down
till he be come hither" (1 Same xvi. 11),80 the Redeemer will
not take His seat at the head of the marriage supper-table so
long as one of the Father's precious family remains unbrought,
unquiokened, and unprepared for the feast. It may be, therefore,
that to some of our readers, at any rate, the present year will
be one of prolonged pilgrimage. If so, what a consoling thought
it is, "He knoweth the way that we take." As He mapped out
the desert patliway for His Israel of old, from Egypt to Canaan,
so will He not fail to "order" the footsteps of the flock day by
day, all through the dark future of this new-born year. Yesyes, He will. Oh, brethren beloved, our goings are His care.
"He keepeth the feet of His saints." J eSUR, "the Head, cannot
say to the feet, I have no need of you" (1 Cor. xii. 21). For,
B
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He does'" need" them-to give Him full opportunit,yand scope for
the display of the sufficiency of His infinite wisdom, abounding
.grace, and Covenant faithfulness. It is the high privilege of
every grace-saved sinner to rejoice in this precious truth of
Christ's "need" of the members of His mystical Body, the
Church, and to worship the Lord Jesus in the sweet and truthful
words of dear HORATIUs BONAR'S hymn:" Thy fulness needs my want,
Thy wealth my poverty;
Thy healing skill my sickness needs,
Thy joy my misery.

" Thy fulness, Son of God,
Thus needy maketh Thee;
Thy glory, 0 Thou glorious One,
Seeketh its rest in me.

" Thy strength my weakness needs,
Thy grace my worthlessness;
Thy greatness needs a worm like me
To cherish and to bless.

" It was Thy need of me
That brought Thee from above;
It is my need of Thee, 0 Lord,
That draws me to Thy love."

1. Who knows, as Jesus does, the diffioulties of the wilderness?
Even literally, it was His to spend forty days and forty nights
alone with "the wild beasts"-without food to eat, or where to
lay His head-a desert wanderer. And those three-and-thirty
long years which He passed in a fallen world-what were they
but a series of weary stages in a waste wilderness? No one
could really sympathize with trials such as His, with soulsickness such as His, with a strangership such as His. As He
"trod the winepress alone"-so He walked the wilderness of
human experience alone. "He looked for some to have pity, bUG
there was no man; neither found He any to comfort Him."
Never did obstacles beset a desert path as they did His. Never
did enemies attack a footsore pilgrim, in times of apparent
helplessness, as He was assailed. Never did feet tread such
rough, wounding, craggy precipices and narrow defiles as He
was experimentally called to know. From Bethlehem, down into
Egypt, thence to Nazareth, and onward until Gethsemane,
Golgotha, and J oseph's sepulchre were reached, did Jesus
patiently, meekly, trustingly, and victoriously pursue His desert
Yes; He personally and exhaustively proved the
course.
difficulties of the way of His Church through this present evil
world.
And, beloved, "how beautiful," in the Father's sight, were
His daily goings 1-" His feet with shoes." And what was it,·
with which His holy feet were shod? Surely" with obedienoewith obedience to His Father's will. And does He not bid us
learn of Him-" Follow Me"? Hearken !-" He learned obedience
by the things which He suffered." There is the secret. Now
. we can understand the Divine exclamation which stands at the
head of this article. As the Father eyed with delight and
sil-tisfaction the desert goings of His humble, obedient Son, so
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does the Son Himself find His joy in contemplating the humble,
obedient, trusting ways of His Church in the earth, while she
seeks to follow in the footprints of her Lord. Great and many
are the difficulties of the believer's passage through life'8
bewildered wastes.
The Lord knows well each of those
difficulties-yours, dear Christian reader-your difficulties, whatever form they may take. And this blessed fact leads us to
consider, further, that2. Jesus has made prolision for the safety and comfort of His
pilgrim people. Is Zion's desert way rough and painful to thy
feet, poor child of God? Then," thy shoes shall be iron and
brass" (Deut. xxxiii. 25). Having" your feet shod with the
preparation of the Gospel of peace" (Ephes. vi. 15). Preparation,
Divine preparation, can so fit and adapt the feet to all the
exigencies of life's desert experience as that the meek and patient
progress of the believer from day to day ministers fulness of
delight to the heart of Jesus. He watches with intense, loving
interest the going out and coming in of His pilgrim people, and,
while He gazes upon their goings, He exclaims, "How beautiful
[Lre thy feet with shoes!" Ah, yes; "The Lord taketh pleasure
in His people; He will beautify the meek with salvation"
(Psalm cxlix. 4). Again," The Lord knoweth "--in the sense of
approving-" the way of the righteous" (Psalm i. 6). "When a
man's ways please the Lord," He grants evidence of that approval
to His obedient servant. This" walking in the fear of the Lord,
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 30) is lovely
in the sight of Him whose eyes are ever over us. And when
the pathway of His people lies through a fiery furnace, or a den
of lions, His provident care will see that their feet are equal to
the demands of the occasion. The track to be trodden through
the wilds of life's journey may be thorn-strewn and briar-grown,
but shoes of iron and brass cannot be pierced, and feet thus armed
and defended need fear no hurt. Beloved fellow-travellers, God
Himself has made our wilderness shoes for us. They are incorruptible, imperishable, and comfortable. He who has, Himself,
passed through the thicket is best qualified to arm His followers.
He knows perfectly every thorn-bush, every bramble, and may
well be trusted to equip us at every vulnerable point of spiritual
experience. Oh, brethren, let us never forget that, for the tender
love the Good Shepherd bore us, He trod the wilderness without
shpe or sandal on His feet. The curse-thorns pierced His holy
feet that He might, by personal acquaintance with grief, enter
into fellowship of suffering with His sheep and lambs, and also
furnish them, through Gospel grace, with ability to endure
victoriously the trials of the way. His Word of truth, His most
sure promises, will suffice us when flesh and blood fail. His
Covenant includes all wilderness contingencies. It is ordered in
B 2
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all things, in all places, in all times, in all trials, and in all
deliverances. Our" way" is predestined for us, according to the
dictates of everlasting love, and the actings of eternal wisdom.
Yes," Eternal wisdom drew the plan."

Why, then, dear children of God, should we fear any evil?
Why should we fear evil tidings this year, or forebode coming
distress? Let us live by tlte day, as pilgrims are accustomed to
do, casting all care upon Him who careth for us, and who is every
moment watching our feet. "He kno1l'etlt tlty wal1cing through
this great wilderness: these forty years thy God hath been with
thee, thou hast lacked nothing" (Deut. ii. 7). These forty yNtr8
He hath been with thee! Oh, why should we doubt Him
concerning the forty-jirst.'t
3, And finally, He will guide OU1' feet in the narrow way, eTOn
unto the end. Should He tarry in His second coming, He will
be our Guide even unto death. How lovely is the picture we
find in the Word when the Ohurch of God-the Bride of the
Lamb-is delineated as "coming up from the wilderness." It is
as a frail, dependent womau-" leaning on her Beloved"! Yes,
that is how Jesus conducts us step by step. We cannot lean too
hard on His blessed arm, for it will never grow weary. "Enoch
walked with God," Jesus walks with us. Ah, more !-" I will
walk in them." The union that exists between Ohrist and the
redeemed Ohurch is so mystically one and the same thing, that her
walking in IBm is really His walking 1:n her'. Have you ever
noticed, beloved brethren, how the inspired Psalmist was led to
address God in relation to His guidance of Israel through the
desert? "0 God," he says, "when Thou wentest fortlt before Thy
people, when Thou didst march through the wilderness" (Psalm
lxviii. 7). J ehovah is here represented as Himself marching
through the wilderness. Even when the chosen people wandered,
He did not forsake them. He remembered that they were
dust. "In His love, and in His pity, He redeemed them:
and He bare them, and carried them all the days· of old"
(Isaiah lxiii. 9). How longsuffering was His mercy! And see,
too, how tenderly He guided their feet. "I taught Ephraim to
go, taking them by their arms" (Hosea xi. 3), as a devoted
mother her little one, whose feet-beautiful in her eyes-are yet
too weak and untrained to run alone. He still takes His feeble
people by their arms-the arms of faith and love-and guides
their feet in holy, patient obedience. And how beautiful in His
eyes are the trembling footsteps of the weakest members of His
flock. "She hath done what she could" ! "I know thy works,
and thy labour, and thy patience." "I know thy works, and
tribulation, and poverty." "r know thy works, and where thou
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dwellest." "I know thy works, and charity, and service, and
faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more
than the first." "Thou hast a little strength, and hast kept My
Word, and hast not denied My Name" (Rev. ii. 3). Oh, mark
how He takes delight in the feeble feet of His disciples. " How
beautiful are thy feet with shoes"! The faintest Ohristian heart
finds comfort in the affectionate interest shown by the Lord in the
present goings of His believing ones. True, His presence with
us as our Guide is not always visible to· faith. But is not that
due to our faith, and not to Him? A cloud is in our path. Ah,
but He indwells that cloud! The very cloud which, in His
providence, soems to block our progress, is yet a guiding cloud,
because He is in it who goes before us. "Behold, I send an
Angel before thee to keep thee in the way, and to bring- thee
to the place which I have prepared for thee." Israel was
favoured with various guides-a cloud, a pillar of fire, an Angel,
a Moses, and a Joshua. We have much more, and much better
than these. In. Ohrist we have the only infallible Guide. Oh,
what sure guidance, through the darkest labyrinths of providence,
we have in our Fore-runner-Ohrist. In those perilous places,
where lurks the great enemy of our souls-in "the place of
dragons "-Jesus is our Defence and our Shield. When, our feet
finding no standing, we sink in the miry clay, and become
defiled with its hateful presence, He yet encircles our souls with
His everlasting arms, and bids us look unto Him and be saved.
When our feet, through contact with earth and the things of
earth, have lost their purity and their beauty, then, just as He
washed Peter's feet and the feet of all the disciples, so has He
often cleansed our foul feet from the contamination of practical sin,
and renewed our joy and peace by assuring us, "Now are ye
clean, through the ·Word which I have spoken unto you." Oh,
how great is His patience with us! How exquisite is His longsuffering to us-ward! How gracious and all-pitying is the love of
the Holy Spirit, who ministers the blood, the water, and the oil,
in His Name. Which of us is not ready at this very moment,
when powerfully realizing the marvellous mercy of our adorable
Saviour, to join heart and voice in dear MONaD'S verse" Higher than the highest heavens,
Deeper than the deepest sea,
Lord, Thy love at last has conquered;
Grant me now my spirit's longing'None of self, and all of Thee 11' P

A brief word of exhortation, and we must close. With the
knowledge that Jesus is watching our feet, and commanding all
things that grace Divine makes" beautiful" in their goings, shall
we not this year seek grace more abundant, that we may" walk
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worthy of the Lord, unto ttll pleasing"? And whatsoever the Spirit
and the Word may reveal to us in our walk, as being contrary to
the mind of Him whom our souls love, shall we not ask grace
and strength to lay it aside? If it be a foot, a hand, or an
eye that dishonours our Lord and Master, let us beseech Him to
make us willing to renounce it wholly. One foot, one hand,
one eye, with an evidenced interest in the salvation of God, is
better than a fair profession which goes perilously near to
lacking" the root of the matter," and leaves others in doubt of our
being experimentally united to Christ in the regeneration-ties of
an endless life.
May the New Year bring grace, mercy, and peace to all His
pilgrim people from Gon,-the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. Amen.
THE EDITOR.
WEIGHTY QUESTIONS.
THE doctrines of grace are involved in and flow from a right appreciation of the sovereignty of J ehovah. "Because He loved thy fathers,
therefore He chose their seed after them, and brought thee out of
Egypt by His mighty power to bring thee in, to give thce their land
for an inheritance." As J ehovah, He is omnipotent, omniscient; He
doeth what He will both in heaven and in earth. Do we, dear
fellow-pilgrims, sufficiently realize our Father's upliftings in the early
hours of the morning watch 1 Does He not occasionally grant a
calm and speak peace most unexpectedly 1 Does He not sometimes
come in as the lightning's flash, while we are yet in slumber and
quite unconscious, for the moment, of His love and tender care, and
show us things unspeakable; which soon pass away, indeed, and are
lost from memory's grasp, but leave a hallowed calm and softening
influence, apparently caught up into the third heaven, and realizing a
Father's smile, a Saviour's love, and the Holy Ghost's power, enabling
us to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, and that notwithstanding our surroundings, painful as they often are 1 Might we
not be encouraged by such manifestations, that before we call He
answers 1-that it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that showeth mercy, that His loving-kindness ever flows
uninterruptedly, so that we may bask in the sunshine' of His love 1
Do we sufficiently realize that our love is but the reflex of t,hat
everlasting love which still flows, and must flow on and on, through
the eternity in which we ai'e now environed 1 There is no fear in such
love, its source being in Jehovah; its stream is ever pure, flowing
on and on, and then, one in Him, the family union complete, one God
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in all," to
the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the
Beloved."
V. P. H.

THAT man's stato is naught, and his faith unsound, that finds not
his hopes of glory purifying to his heart and life.-l'ra'it.

TIle CospeL M agazz'ne.
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OHANGE, NOT Cf-IANCE.
"Changes and war are against me."-JoB x. 17.
NOT chance, but change, is one of the chief marks of the believer's
life, from the moment of his call by grace to the latest breath he
draws. How precious is the thought that chance has no place in the
economy of God's government, whether in His kingdom of providence,
or of grace. He" worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will" (Ephes. i. 11). "All things work together," because they are
wo'l'1ced by Him, and that "for good," to His own dear people. His
sovereign hand moulds their lot, and forms it what it is. Circumstances cannot make themselves. The smallest events in the Christian
life-could they speak-would adopt the language of the Psalmist,
and declare, "It is He that hath made U", and not we ourselve~."
Nor can a believer in Jesus contemplate a more edifying subject
than this of the Lord's all-wise, loving, powerful interference in the
affairs of His dependent saints. Perhaps, there is no truth whose
tendency is more potent in bringing calm and reit to the Christian
heart than this of God's absolute arbitrament of the warfare, wayfare, and welfare of His redeemed ones. Not only is it sweetly
true, "My Father knoweth " " for it is equally true, "My Father
doeth." "God, that pe1jormetJ. all things for me," is the Psalmist's
experimental description of Him in whom his heart trusted. Israel's
God is not only a promising God, but also a performing God.
Every promise of His lips is a certain pledge of His performing
faithfulness. The assurance of this fundamental fact is that "secret
of the Lord, which is with them that fear Him." The believer in
the infallible Author of the Covenant promises can well afford to
leave the doctrine of "chance" and "fate" to that world which by
its own boasted wisdom "knows not God."

" Changes, not chances,
By which the Lord
Not chance, but love,
Our pilgrim claims,

mark the way
His people leads;
and wisdom sate
our desert needs."

"The lot is cast into the lap," indeed, "but the whole disposing thereof
is of the Lord." It is a firm grasp of this Divine verity, beloved Christian reader, which nerves our spiritual man in the prospect of the
opening year. We know not what a day will yield us, yet we are
confident that our Father will lead us forth "by the right way,"
although that "way" may be through fire and through water. " A
wealthy place" awaits us. We know where His "fire" is. It is in
Zion. We know to whom the surging waters are sUbject-" the sea
is His, and He made it." Yes; He made it what it is, and He made
it for His people. When the tempest rages at its worst, the soulcalming conviction remains to us, "He holdeth the waters in the
hollow of His hand." "Thy waves" " Thy billows"! we can exclaim,
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even when they mount up to heaven and roll back upon us in our
weakness, and deftlllcelessness. It was when J onah lay in "the belly
of hell "-so far as human aid to deliver him was concerned-that,
through enabling grace, he triumphantly testified, " Salvation is of the
Lord." The fiction of "chance" had no place in the mind of the
poor submerged prophet, for he "remembered the Lord," and in the
darkest hour of his distress looked "again" toward the holy temple
of the Father of all his mercies. Yet, while chances have no place
in the history of a child of God, changes, changes, changes, daily
chequer his experience. The line of demarcation between the value
and significance of those two little words-chance and change-is
decided, broad, and most real. Some of the believer's changes are
painful and hard to be borne. Others are joyous, and call for" songs
of deliverance." Let us now briefly consider a few of the changes which
go to mark the experience of a living child of God.
1. And first, there is the change from death ~tnto life. Who can fat,hom
the depths of grace and mercy which gave spiritual life to a sinner
dead in sins! What change can compare, in its momentous issues, with
the experience of the new birth 1 Yet, often how trifling, to all out·
ward appearance, are the occasion and the means of its being effected.
For the God of our salvation is not bound by circumstances, places,
or means. When He wills to work that wondrous change in a sinner
which is popularly spoken of as "conversion" (but which I prefer to
call regeneration), He not unfrequently selects some simple incidentwholly inadequate in itself to influence the human mind-employing
it as the pivot on which to revolve the destinies of eternity! The" conversion" of thousands on the day of Pentecost resulted from the
simple circumstance that those persons were at Jerusalem, in the
usual course of events, when Peter preached there his first Gospel
sermon.
The spread of the Gospel in J udea and Samaria, in
Apostolic times, is set down in the Acts as the result of a persecution of the Christians at Jerusalem which scattered the
believers. "They went everywhere preaching the Word." The" conversion" of the Philippian jailer, and that of his household, were
the direct fruit of the imprisonment in that jail of two common
prisoners. The opening of Lydia's heart is traced in the Word to
a casual visit paid by Paul to a certain spot at the river side where
prayer was wont to be made. And I have no doubt that many of
my beloved readers, could they tell us the wondrous paths by which
they were led by the Holy Spirit to trust in Jesus for salvation,
could narrate deeply interesting details as to the little incidents the
Lord employed to guide their feet into the way of peace. Others,
perhaps, not able to trace the tiny links in the providential chain
which drew them out of darkness into God's marvellous light, would
yet praisefully assert the reality of the great change. "One thing
we know, that, whereas we were blind, now we see!" How true
it is in many cases of undoubted "conversion" that the Lord
brings the blind "by a way which they knew not, and by paths that
they have not known" (Isaiah xii. 16). But the mighty change, when
once effected, how vast its consequences! Of a rebel sinner grace
has made an obedient child; an alien is changed into a friend; an
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outcast has become an heir; a natural child of wrath is a king
and a priest unto God and the Father.
2. Then, next, there follows the ever-chnnging experiences of the truebom child of God. While" in Christ," for position, the believer is the
subject of no changes, for he is "complete in Him"; yet, in the soul's
daily and honrly experience, change rapidly succeeds change, and he
"abideth not in one stay." Faith and fear, liberty and 'bondage,
light and darkness, peace and conflict, holiness and sin, fruit and
barrenness, communion with God and coldness of heart, bright hopes
and clouded pathways, alternate with more or less frequency in the
life of all saved sinners. It must be so, for the Word of God foretells
as much. A daily cross is the appointed lot of Christ's own faithful
followers.
"A daily cross, a stubborn will,
A heart replete with every ill,
Affections prone from God to goAre ills which only Israel know."
The provision ot an Advocate with the Father implies the prevalence
sin in the saved. That a mercy-seat is one of the distinctive
institutions of the Gospel dispensation proves that the saints stand
in need of mercy unto the end. The incentives to vigilance and prayerfulness which abound in the preceptive portions of the Epistles place
beyond doubt the fact that a body of sin and death encompasses" the
new man" in his daily experience. In the midst of these constantlyrecurring subjective changes, how precious it is, beloved fellow-pilgrims,
to have in our God One who never changes! ,. I am the Lord, I change
not; therefore ye sons of J acob are not consumed" (Mal. iii. 6).
Amid our ever-fluctuating surroundings, and our constantly changing
frames and feelings, we possess in the Triune. God of our salvation an immutable abiding-place, an impregnable rock, a foundation
that cannot be moved. His Covenant, His oath, His promises,' His
character and attributes, all afford faith an absolute warrant to trust the
Lord in the blackest hour of the soul's night, while furnishing a "strong
consolation" which neither earth nor hell can destroy. Oh, the
blessedness of that inward calm which comes of lying passive in His
hands! This unchangeable God is ever accessible to His tried and
tempted ones. What liberty in petitioning Him does He afford His
necessitous people! As one has well saido~

"When God would teach mankind His name,
He calls Himself the great 'I AM '--,
And leaves a blctnk :-believers may
Supply those things for which they pray!"
3. Again, there are changes in the spiritual estate of the child of
God which may be considered fOj·etastes of his heavenly pm'tion. Thus we
read that where the Spirit of the Lord, as the Spirit of sonship, abides,
"there is liberty." Liberty is the glory of the Gospel. Bondage was
that which the Law gendered. These are opposites. The calling of
the justified sinner is "unto liberty."
The truth of the Gospel of
Christ "maketh free."
The filthy garments of human righteousness
have been Divinely changed. "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity
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to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee wiLh change of raiment'
(Zech. iii. 4). The change of raiment means the putting away of all
self-righteousness, anu the reckoning of the righteousness of Christ in
. its stead. The purging away of all g~ilt by the atoning sacrifice of
Emmanuel's blood secures the favoured smner from all legal accusations.
"There is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus"
(Rom. viii. 1). They are" clean every whit." And it is their adoption
privilege to follow on to know the things that are freely given them
of God. They all " with open face, beholding as in a glass the glOT/!
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). There is a work of
transformation going on in the knowledge of those who are in spiritual
union with their ascended Lord, and that process results in a more
manifest conformity to His glorious likeness. That growing conformity
and renewal, though often but imperfectly apprehended by the believer
himself, is yet evident to others, just as Moses, when he came down
from the mount oi communion, carried on his countenance-though,
apparently, unconsciously-such a reflection of the heavenly glory that
"the people" were unable to look upon him, and he veiled his face.
Oh, let us ever bear in mind the reality of our calling in respect
to this heavenly manifestation, "for whom He did foreknow, He
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son"
(Rom. viii. 29). As by nature we have borne the ima.ge of the earthly
man, so by grace, operative in us, beloved brethren, we are predestined
to bear the image of the Heavenly Man. Likeness to Jesus, in moral
character, present sufferings, and future glory, is our vocation under
the Gospel. And this word, "future glory," leads us .to contemplate
briefly4. The last great change which awaits the grace-saved people of
God-at tlie coming of the Lord-" We shall all be changed" (1 Cor.
xv. 51). Resurrection is the sure and certain hope of all the
redeemed. The details of whether at the return. of the Lord Jesus
we are out of the body, or in the body, will cause no difference.
There is to be no p1'ecedence of the one class over the other. All are
to be "caught up togethe?''' to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess.
iv. 1'7). Oh, the glory of that last great change in our spiritual
state! Behind us we shall leave for ever all things earthly, fleshly,
corruptible, sinful, dishonourable! How transporting our hearts find
that little word "must" to be in the fifty-third verse of that wondrous
fifteenth chapter of the first Corinthians :-" For this corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." Yes,
beloved fellow-believers, it must be so, for we are to be changed into
the perfect likeness of our glorified Redeemer. Have you ever pondered that startling vision of the perfected Brido of Christ (Rev.
xxi. 10) :-" And He carried me away in the Spirit to a great and
high mountain, and showed me that great city, the Holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God, HAVING THE GLORY OF GOD" ~
Fo!' that, and nothing less costly, each blood-purchased sinner is
privileged to wait daily. For this ineffable "change" in person,
condition, character, and place, the humblest believer in J eBUS iR, like
patient Job, led by the Spirit to look with holy conJidcllce "All
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the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change Gome"
(Job xiv. 14).
Meanwhile, let the pilgrim people of God bear faithful and consistent
testimony that "they seek a country," that this changeful time-state is
not their portion, and that their affections are fixed on Him who,
though now for a little while absent, is assuredly coming for them,
that where He is there they may be also.
"In the Lord J"ehovah tl'Usting, everlasting strength have we;
He Himself, our Sun, our Glory, Everlasting Light shall be;
Everlasting life is ours, purchased by the Life laid down;
And our heads, oft bowed and weary, everlasting joy shall crown."
No changes in Immanuel's land!

J. O.

THE STRENGTH OF ISRAEL.
had no sooner fallen from God, and lost his moral righteousness and strength, than a Mediator was promised, who was to combat
the enemy of his soul and obtain a victory for him. Hence,
war was declared against hell from the beginning: and earth was
allotted, for a time, to be the seat of it. It was not, therefore, without a particular designation of Providence that the Jews were always
in conflict with enemies, from the time of their emigration from
Egypt into Canaan, and after their establishment in it; and that they
never obtained a victory, but expressly by the Lord, whom they
were to acknowledge as the only Giver of it. All this was but a
type or shadow of what passes in the spiritual life, and an emblem
of those conquests which both believers then, and believers now
obtain through Christ, the Strength of Israel. Enmity was put between
Satan and the woman (the Church), and between his seed (rebellious
angels and unregenerate men) and her seed (Christ) in the Church ~
It (Christ) would bruise his head (crush and destroy his cunning and
power), and Satan would bruise His heel (injure his inferior and mbordinate nature).
Jesus hath declared Himself to be stronger than the strong one
armed, and proved Himself to be the Son of God with power; by
casting out devils from the bodies of men; by resisting every
violence of temptation; by triumphing over death; and by vanquishing the united efforts of the powers of darkness. Since, then, Christ
is both the Strength of His people to subdue their enemies, and
to remove every obstacle laid in their way to eternal life; and
also Strength in His people, to enable them to hold on and to hold
out through their earthly pilgrimage and warfare, it highly behoves
those who have been made willing in the day of His power to testify
of His Godhead and glory.
Reader, is this thy character and pursuit ~ At least, is it thy
wish and thy desire ~ Look to the Strength of Israel! If the wish
be real, He gave it thee; for thou hast not one upright wish by
nature in thy soul. And if He gave it, He gave it as an earnest
of tllC thing wished for; which also must come freely from Him,
who knoweth no variableness neither shadow of turning.
A. S.
MAN
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Jilgrim Japtrs.
WELL·SPRINGS.
" The conies a1'e but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the ,'ocks."
-PROVERBS xxx. 26.
AND such, Agur declares, are "exceeding wise." The conies he
classes with the ant, the locust, and the spider,-four things which are
small, insignificant, and feeble upon earth, and yet, banded together,
what marvels they achieve! This coney, by our English translation,
seems to be the saphan of the sacred writers. By the description of
its habits, we may safely conclude that it is not the rabbit, as is commonly understood, but is generally assumed to be the leaping-mouse,
a harmless creature of the same size and quality of the rabbit, but with
this difference-whilst the rabbit burrows its dwelling.place in the
sandy ground and plain, the coney, or saphan, makes its refuge in
the holes and clifts of the rock, his feet being inadequate to dig the
holes for his dwelling-place, as the rabbit can. "The conies are but
a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks." Thus their
strength lies in their having their home in the rock! There is room
enough for them to go in, but not for their enemy. Now here is a
fit lesson for the child of God. Oh to dwell in the Rock-that Rock
Of Security, Stability, Assurance, and Safety! There is safe abiding;
outside the enemy lurks, lest at an unwary moment, like the
feeble little coney who leaves his refuge, he can entrap the child of
God.
Close to Christ, safely hidden in the Rock of Ages, Satan cannot,
and dare not, thrust his dart; but away from Him, out of their
Refuge, they are in danger. As the Apostle Peter writes warningly
to his flock, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walket,h about, seeking whom he may devour: whom
resist stedfast in the faith,"
Hence the Psalmist, speaking of the natural creation, says, " The
high hills are a refuge for the wild goat~, and the rocks for the
conies." And the new creation in Christ Jesus know of the High
Tower for their Refuge, the Rock of Ages, for their safety from all
danger and alarm. So their wisdom is to creep into the hole made
for them in the riven Rock. And what do the inhabitants of the Rock 1
They sing there. Yes, says the Prophet, "Let the inhabitants of the
rock sing." And have they not cause to 1 Have they not much to
sing 00 "Because Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow
of Thy wings will I rejoice." And again, "I will sing of Thy power;
yea, I will sing aloud of Thy mercy in the morning; because Thou
hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble." Yes, the
heart must sing with gratitude and joy in the God of deliverances. It
must sing in anticipation of an eternity of bliss, for the earnest of their
inheritance is revealed to the redeemed children in their present
preservation from all evil. They sing there of past mercies, and
testify to Jehovah's infa.llible word, that better things are yet to
eome.
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And again, they defy the enemy there. It was a beautiful answer the aged
woman gave to the great adversary when he beset her with his base
insinuations and vile temptations to question her interest in God's
salvation, "You must speak to my Advocate, Satan. He will answer
you." Surely that aged saint must have been dwelling much in the
Rock, and from thence could defy the enemy of souls. There was no
safety out of the ark when the flood came, and there is no safety out
of the Rock "when the enemy comes in like a flood."
"Jesus Christ, the sinner's Friend,
Loves His people to the end;
And that they may safe abide,
He's the Rock in which they hide.
" As a Rock, He guards them well
From the rage of sin and hell:
Such a Rock is Christ to me;
I am safe, though thousands fiee."
Thus they rest satisfied there. Oh, sweet satisfaction, that whatever
stirs up the enemy, Christ my Rock brings p~ace and rest. Nothing
else satisfies. All around us is "change and decay." Trials within and
without beset our pathway, and nothing but the settled assurance that
Christ is our High Tower-our Rock of Refuge-whereto we may always
betake ourselves, sure of a blessing-nothing but this could carry us over
life's troublesome journey. What is it (to the world a something secret)
that carries the child of God through one after another heavy affliction
and keen sorrow, with a countenance as though everything smiled favour
upon him, and he knew of no such thing as trouble 1 Is he not looking
forward, whilst in the present affliction he betakes himself to his Rock,
and is satisfied that nothing sent him can by any means harm him,
but that all is working for his good 1 By faith his eye is directed to
that time when, life's journey o'er, having done with all the sorrows
by the way, he shall awake in his Lord's image, satisfied fully, completely,
eternally.
"The conies are but a feeble folk." Does not this also remind us of the
children of God 1 Do they not feel their feebleness, and inability of
themselves to do or be anything aright 1 "Less than the least,"
"small and despised," is their verdict on themselves. And I believe it
to be one of the precious purposes of our Covenant God, in order to
cheer and encourage these feeble ones, that He has recorded so many
individual cases in His Scriptures of Truth, where one feeble instrument
has chased a thousand foes-where one weak and insufficient man has,
at the bidding of the Almighty, El Shaddai, gone forth in spite of the
adverse circumstances, and accomplished that whereunto he was sent,
and thus exalted Jehovah's salvation, either nationally, or by tribe or
people. Thus Noah is ordained, one righteous man amid an unholy
people, to build an ark, and so save, by Divine control, a people unto
His praise. il!oses, one man in an Egyptian heathen monarch's court,
is raised up, and called to be the leader of His people th.rough the
wilderness. Again, we see Gideon, who describes himself as "less than
the least in his father's house," and smallest of tribes, raised of God
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to do a specific work, and that of delivering Israel from the Midianites,
by whom they had been oppressed seven years. But mark this,
throughout their histories not one grain of strength lies in them to
perform their several works. All lies in their Head; and directly we
begin to look within, when J ehovah lays before us a certain work,
and question OUT ability, as did Moses--" 0 my Lord, I am not eloquent,
neither heretofore nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant; but
I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue "-we may justly expect
Moses' reproof, "Who hath made man's mouth 1 Have not I the
Lord 1" or Gideon's reminder, when he asks, "0 my Lord, how shall
I save Israel 1" in the secret of Divine strength, in the answer, "And
the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee." Elijah, the
prophet, too, is another case .where his singular position oppressed
him, that he exclaimed, "I, even I only am left," when the Lord
reminded him of His reserved seven thousand who had not bowed the knee
to Baal. But we could enumerate cases such as David's, Joshua's, Esther's,
who were raised up to deliver their people from thraldl)m under which
they had been heB. This we learn, that where God calls a man to
a special work, He qualifies His servant for that work; and that where
He has a work to be done, He stays not for seeming difficulties, but
smooths the way, raises up His instrument, grants grace, strength, and
wisdom sufficient, and in His good pleasure accomplishes His Divine
purpose. And remember, should any be mentally exclaiming at this
present moment, "Oh, I am too weak to be of any use; I am too
poor, too ignorant, too unlearned," that is dishonouring the God of fOTce.~,
the God of hosts.
Yes, He is God of the hosts of aliens, of armies,
and of His people. He is able. It is His arm that wrought the
victory of which Barak and Deborah sang; and whoever the leader
or instrument be He chooses upon which to lay the work, each knows it
is of God alone the victory has been granted, the work achieved. As
one has truly said, "God's commauds are God's enablings." Paul must
stand in Oresar's court to proclaim God's truth. Look at that one
man amid a host of enemies. But he is to be a witness of the truth
that is in Jesus, and therefore, by seemingly adverse circumstances, he
is brought there for that purpose.
Depend upon it, beloved, when He says, "Go," it is ours to obey,
and His to provide. If He lays upon His child a work, it is His
Divine prerogative to see to its accomplishment, by fulfilling His own
word of promise, "My grace is sufficient for thee," driving all His
dear people to their one Rock of Refuge, Safety, Security, where they
may sing of wondrous deliverances, defy their enemies, and rest satisfied.
o sweet hiding place! safe shelter from every storm in the past! How
much more so in the last and greatest of all-the storm of death!
"In that dread moment, oh, to hide
Beneath His shelt'ring blood!
'Twill Jordan's icy waves divide,
And land my soul with God."
May the Lord encourage His feeble ones, and oft remind them of
their Refuge, by His Presence, Power, and Peace, and to His (lear
Name be all the glory.
R.
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" PERFECTED."
word "perfected" falls with a strange sound on those who are
experiencing daily their sad imperfections. But the Christian is a
strange paradox. We are unknown, yet well-known; chastened, yet
not killed; dying, and, behold, we live; poor, but making many riCJh ;
having nothing, but possessing all things. Let me speak to you then
of this two-fold aspect of the Christian. You may be caught up
into the third heaven, and yet the abundance of this revelation will
not burn up the dross that is within you, or kill the old man, the
flesh which warreth against the Spirit; on the contrary, there is the
danger, imminent and great, as there was to the Apostle Paul, lest
you be exalted above measure, and dream of victory and enjoyment
while you are still on the battle.field, and called to fight the good
fight of faith, to crucify every day the old man, and to have no
confidence in the flesh. The Psalms of David, the son of J esse,
are not yet ended; the Solomon period of peace and glory has not
yet come.
A Christian is known by his difficulties, struggles, conflicts, tears,
groans, as well as by his thanksgiving and joy. We have died once
in Christ, and in Christ are accepted and perfect; but our old nature
is not dead, the flesh in us is not annihilated j there is still within us
that, which has no pleasure in the will and ways of God. Painful
this struggle will ever be} though God is with us, and our joy is
greater than our pain. And thus while our soul is rooted in God, in
endless, changeless love, while we dwell in God, in the secret place
of the Most High, and have by Christ been taken out of our own
misery and wretchedness into the home and sanctuary above, yet we
are kept in great humility, self-abasement, watching, and painfulness.
We have in us the sin of Adam, and we have in us the resurrection
of Christ Jesus. By the one we are broken and tormented through
sin and darkness, and sluggishness and earthliness and gloom; by
Ohrist we are raised, and strengthened, and comforted. We sin, we
fall, we carry about with us a mind resisting God's will, criticising
it, and rebelling; and we shall experience to the very last breath we
draw on earth, that there is a conflict, and that we must strive and
suffer in order to be faithful unto death.
Hear how at the end of his journey the Apostle says of himself,
not that he was, but that he is chief o£ sinners. Is he a saint 1
he calls himself less than the least of God's saints. Is he an Auostle 1
he adds, "I am not meet to be called an Apostle." So we confess daily
our sin and our sins, and condemn ourselves whenever we appear
before God; yet are we perfect in Christ Jesus 1 Deeper than all our
grief is the melody of the hea.rt, and always can we rejoice in God.
And in this song of praise, in this joyous melody, is our deepest
humility; for the new song says nothing else but "Grace, grace."
His love is always resting on us, though He is grieved at our falls,
and has to hide His countenance and to chasten us; yet does He love
us all the time. Even while we are forgetting and forsaking Him, His
" motherly" pity and forethought prepare our welcome, while His priestly
intercession keeps our faIth from failing. Nay, His love has ordered
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it, than even our sins and backslidings should lose us no time; for
He deepens His work in us, and, through the bitter experience of
transgressions and of our own weakness, leads us to a greater sense
of His love and a greater strength of obedience.
And you, dear Ohristian, if you can believe this, will find that it
will make sin very bitter to you, and yourself meek and quiet like
a weaned child, and that you will wonder how such a one as you
can be loved by God at any time, and at all times, without change
and wavering. Then will your heart fear and be enlarged ;you
will be amazed how God has kept you, how Jesus has prayed for
you, how the Holy Ghost has restored and comforted you for so
many years, through so many days and weeks of your neglect and
coldness, and sin and disobedience. You will be ashamed; you will
not think of saying your dross is consumed, and that you see nothing
in yourself but delight in Jesus; you will say, "Thy grace, Lord
Jesus, is sufficient for me."
The robes are white, but it is because
He "loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood."-Rev.
Adolph Saphir.
THE WAY OF SALVATION.
(JOHN iii. 14, 15.)

anyone want to know how they are to be saved 1 how they
shall escape the damnation of the ungodly 1 Here you have the way of
salvation, the means of escape, plainly declared, "As Moses," &c. This is
part of the sermon our Lord addresses to Nicodemus; and having set
forth that fundamental truth, the new-birth regeneration, goes on to
show the great instrumentality employed by God in bringing about
this-the preaching of the Gospel. So, you see, Ohrist preached Him.
self here. And I have no doubt it was owned and blessed; for how
wonderfully Nicodemus came out afterwards, as you read in this
Gospel (xix. 39). Oh, my hearers, the Gospel is known by its effects.
When God makes a new creature, it is to turn him from hell to heaven;
if God has been at work in you, He has written something upon.
your heart-and what is that 1 Why, made you feel that it is for God
to write upon your heart: and then you feel love and grace; and this
makes you an epistle of Ohrist, "known and read of all men," and so
yOIl are found with the marks of the new creature upon you. Perhaps
your fear is that your spot is not the spot of God's Ohurch. Well now,
see what you have to learn! You have yet to be taught that you
are a child of God. But of our text: you will fiijd the history of it in
Numbers xxi., where you read the children of God in their journeyings
fell to murmuring against Moses and against God. They entertained
hard thoughts of God, because of the trials they met with in the way;
and because of this sin, God sent fiery serpents that bit them; and
this raised a crY,-aye, trouble is sent to make us cry, and the Lord
has an ear ready to hear the cry of His people and help them. Israel
is now brought down because of sin, and confesses it. It is a bad
sign concerning you, such of you that go on in sin and are not troubled
for it. God makes use of the rod to bring His children to feel Rin and
confess sin, and cry to Him; and then, as in the case of Israel, He
DOES
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hears and answers. The Lord told Moses to make a serpent of brasB.
We Bee the work of the devil. In sin the devil makes use of yon aB
a corrupt creature, by reason of the .Adam fall, and yet by this hiB
work he leads to the discovery of Christ. No devil, no Christ; no sin,
no Saviour. But are you going to hug sin any the more for that 1
Oh no! not if you are taught of God. Glad would you be to fling it
from you as Paul did the viper off his hand into the fire.
Say you,
"I try to do so, but it sticks to me still." I suppose it does; as a godly
old man used to say of indwelling sin, "If I turn it out at the front
door, it will come in at the back door"; but you shall gain the victory
at the last. Are you conflicting with sin, or are you indulging it 1
pampering it or crucifying it 1 humouring it or mortifying it 1 This
makes all the difference between the Church and the world, and between
professors and possessors; but it is daily work. You may get Satan
down to-day, but he will be up to-morrow.
Now let us look at two or three points in this type. And first, was it not
wonderful Christ should be preached by the representation of a serpent 1
To be sure, when the sun shone upon this serpent of brass, it looked very
dazzling and glorious, and was seen a long way off. But was it not
to show the people two things 1 First, as to their murmurings, that it
came from the old serpent, the devil 1 and inasmuch as the way of
healing was to be obtained in looking upon the serpent, the remedy
as well as the disease is set forth-the sin that came from the devil,
and the cure that came from Christ, both preached at the same time.
But we have a very wonderful type of the Lord Christ in the destruction
Israel was saved and delivered by the
of the Egyptian first-born.
death of Egypt s first-born. And was not Christ God's First-born 1 and
was it not by His death and crucifixion Satan was defeated, and
His Israel set free 1 So Christ was preached by the destruction of
these wicked. As you read, "The wicked shall be a ransom for th&,
just." Christ is the sinner's Surety-is viewed as the wicked, by law,
and justice, and death. The sin of His elect was so completely His
that He must suffer for it, die for it, ;tnd be dealt with as the wicked.
He was made sin for us, and He lay under the curse of it, and
suffered the punishment due for sin, and the wrath of God, that the,
guilty might go free.
If your creditor takes your surety, I suppose he does not look eo
you for payment, but to your surety. Now, God looks to Christ to
answer all demands, and God is satisfied, and justice is satisfied· for
Christ has made full amends for all sin, and when you see it, this is
to have Christ preached into your soul. The great point, after all is
suretyship. To realize Christ your Surety, is to enjoy the Gospel.
The serpent set forth the devil and his work, and Christ and His
salvation.
Let us look further at the text.
"As Moses lifted up," &c.
The work of the Gospel is to lift up Christ in the heart, and then
healing follows.
Have you so looked at Him 1 Are you sensible
of the wound you received in the Adam fall 1 Were you ever
made to feel you must be damned eternally, unless you were healed
of this ound 1 Oh, how desperate must have been the case when it
called for such a desperate remedy! Nothing short of God in human
El
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flesh to bleed and die, that sinners might live. And so He says,
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto
Mc," the all there meaning the elect of God, His chosen people,
of whom Ohrist says, "No man can," &c.; and Jeremiah tells
us further of this people. God says, "Yea, I have loved ," &c.; and
has this been done for you 1 There is such a power of evil in you,
that unless superior force is employed to draw you from it, you will
never move in God's ways. There must be a power exercised that
will surpass the power of evil; and what is that power ~ And how
does God do it ~ By touching the heart; that's the secret. If you
can get hold of the heart of your enemy, you make him a friend at
once.
In this way God turns His enemies into friends. He touches
their hearts, and then they love Him, and you will never be a seeker
after Jesus till He has meddled with your heart; the affections are
what God will have. Therefore, I ask you, How do your affections
stand ~ where are they fixed 1 We love the world, the flesh, and
the devil by nature-not God; if the world is still in your heart,
you will be destroyed with it if you die so. Are you under its
power ~ See what you want! a lifted-up Ohrist; that will draw you
to Himself.
He knows where you are hid; He knows what is in
your heart; all is naked and open to Him. Oh, how soon this dying
scene will close! and then how will it find you? It will be your
mercy to have Ohrist lifted up before you come to a dying hour. If
you observe, the Lord was very much in the use of this term, the
Son of man. He seems fond of it, as if He never forgot He was the
Son of man, and means that you and I should remember it too. Ohrist
passed by the nature of fallen angels, to take into union with Himself
humanity. The angels in heaven stand by election only, but saints
stand by election and reJ.emption too. The angels are His messengers,
to do His will; but saints are His bride, with whom He is in union,
and so has taken her nature and a body like her own, sin excepted,
that the union may be complete. Ohrist must be lifted up on the cross,
He must be lifted up in the Gospel, and He must be lifted up in the
.ministry.
Now, it is no matter what stuff the pole is made of, so long as the
serpent is exalted, that the Israelites may be healed. There is the
Episcopalian pole, the Presbyterian pole, the Independent pole, and the
Baptist pole. I say, it is of no consequence about the stuff the pole is
made of; let man in this follow the judgment God has given him.
But is the brazen serpent lifted up 1 That is the grand point, the
.essential point-the Son of man must be lifted up. There is the great
needs-be, after all, for see the blessed result that follows-Cl That
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life." There is the divine effect that floweth from a lifted-up Ohrist
-a Ohrist revealed to the heart-a Ohrist enjoyed in the souleternal life must follow. Doubts, fears, sins, and sorrows t,here may be,
there must be; this all makes a lifted-up Ohrist needful and precious,
but eternal life is the glorious end. "As Moses lifted even up the
-serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted
up." Amen.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
THE BELIEVER'S COURSE. (ACTS xxviii.)
"AND when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was
called Melita." We cannot help catching a glimpse of Canaan's fair
and goodly land, flowing with milk and honey, in the Dame Melita,
which meaDS, affording honey, or whence honey distils; and though to
strain the figure is most undesirable, there seems no reason why we
may not stoop to taste a little of this honey, that, like J onathan of
old (1 Sam. xiv. 27.30), our eyes may be enlightened, and strength
afforded us for conflict and hardship.
That man of God, the Rev.
THOMAS OWEN, used to say, "He who went into the battle a~sured
·of coming off victorious would fight more valiantly than he who feared
death at every shot." Thus in this record of the fulfilment of the
word of promise, "There shall be no loss of any man's life among you,
but of the ship," we who are anchoring upon the Word of Truth
may suck honied consolation, for sooner shall heaven and earth pass
away than the Word of our God fail! Still, the question will probably
arise in many minds, that while the shipwreck and escape to land may
be viewed as illustrating the variety of ways in which great faith,
sound faith, or little faitil get safe to the heavenly land, when the
earthly house of this tabernacle becomes a wreck, is it not straining
the figure to go on with the meditation, because the barbarous inhabitants of Melita have no analogy with heaven, and the voyage of life
ends when we reach that shore 1 It is perfectly true that we can only
glean the teachings as we go along, and there is just a parallel instance
in the wilderness journey to this in the perilous voyage. The crossing
of J or'dan is so often taken to represent the believer's death, and
doubtless the Holy Ghost designed it should do so, though other lessons
as deep and true may be drawn from it, which some have dwelt upon
80 fully as to seem to snatch from us the sweet thought of Dr. WATTS'S
hymn, which will probably never cease to be sung while there is a
believer on earth"Could we but climb where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o'er,
Not Jord'tn's stream, nor death's cold :flood,
Should fright us from the shore."
Yet the Canaan into which Israel entered from Jordan, being a lan,d
of conflict and foes, was in that respect no more a type of the heavenly
rest than was Melita after the wreck, with its barbarous people and
its viper!
So we feel warranted to go on catching glimpses of the land of
light and liberty, contrasting the time when "they knew not the
land" (chap. xxvii. 39) with "when they had escaped, then they knew."
"Then shall I know, even as also I am known" (1 Cor. xiii. 12).
What thought call conceive the ecstasy of delight the soul enjoys
the moment after death, when the hitherto unknown glorious land opens
to view, and the peri Is of life's tempestuous ocean are exchanged for
the beatific vision of the Lamb in the midst of the throne! Surely we
cannot be wrong to see it foreshadowed to us here. They who have
o 2
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literally escaped from shipwreck must taste deeply the sense of safety,
security, salvation! Yet only as "revealed to us by the Spirit" can
"enter into the heart of man the things that God hath prepared for
them that love Him" (1 Cor. ii. 9, 10). We may do well not to overlook the distilled sweetness of the home, and the welcome shadowed forth
to us here in the hospitality afforded on this island. Having nothing
that they could carry with them in their hand, yet all things supplied.
"The barbarous people showed us no little kindness; for they kindled
a fire., and received us everyone, because of the present rain, and
because of the cold." True hospitality! Yet they probably knew
nothing of that precept of love, "Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares," which
they were to prove so true. Surely it is good to trace "every good
gift" to its Source, so the "no little kindness" was spray from the
Fountain of loving-kindness! especially when we think of it in striking
contrast with that solemn Word, "He turned their hearts to hate
His people" (Psalm cv. 25). And look at the gracious reception of
"everyone," two hundred and seventy-six in number; not one was
lacking, as God had said. Everyone received a welcome and" no
little kindness"! How minutely God records in His book of remembrance actions as well as thoughts and words (Mal. iii. 16). The
Holy Ghost has had it registered for all time, with honourable
mention for this barbarous people on the page of inspiration!
"N 0 little kindnes8," manifested in the shelter afforded and fire
" Inasmuch" is
kindled, "because of the present rain and the cold."
reserved for the day of final reward.
Ye who kindle a fire to warm
cold hearts with your testimony of Divine love flowing to men through
the crucified Redeemer, "how much more" may you be assured your
"record is on high," even though some may blame yOUI' zeal!
"And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the
fire." Oh, the activity of the servant of Christ! he is not /liven to sloth,
a true minister, "ministering to the necessities of saints." His usual work
is plucking brands from the fire, and often with a similar result, so
is the rage of the old serpent stirred up against him. "There came
a viper out of the heat, and fastened upon his hand." The whole
brood-for the word is female, and implies, mother of a brood-" the
generation of vipers," manifest malignity against the servant of Ohrist.
Alas! sometimes the great enemy of souls stirs up the people of God
to sting one another. But He who pennits will take care there shall be
no hurt.
"And when the barbarians saw the venemous beast hang on his
hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer,
whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to
live." Human judgment is sure to take this view. Alas! we all love
to judge one another" before the time," when, seated with Christ on
His throne, the saints shall judge the world. Lord, write Thy law of
love, "Judge not, that ye be not judged," so deeply on our hearts
with Thy finger, that it be indelible and never erased.
"And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm." Had
not the Master said, "They shall take up serpents: and if they drink
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them" 1 (Mark xvi. 18.) And
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·doubtless this is true, not of Apostles only, for the Lord's words are,
.H These signs shall follow them that believe."
Who can tell how often
the servants of Christ, in lands where serpents' abound, have "by
fait·h" proved its truth 1 and when terror has arisen in the mind lest
too strong a dose of that which is "deadly" has been taken or given,
faith's cry has brought peace through the Word. For our sakes, no
doubt, this wail written, as well as the words that follow also,
." Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down
dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm
come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god."
Rev. AnoLPH SAPHIR, "mighty in the Scriptures," asks, "Do we know
what it is to read the Bible in the original 1 It does not mean
Hebrew or Greek. This is the original language of Scripture, the love
of God to the soul, 'I bave loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee.' All God's
vocabulary is summed up in Jesus-Alpha and Omega. He is the
Word. When God takes the written Word back from the paper into
His own mouth, then we read the original j then it is again God·
breathed, and the VVord which comes out of His mouth shall not return
void." % Those who question inspiration have surely never known
the God-breathed Word. "Howbeit, they looked"- " and after they
had looked a great while." Oh, sweet word of peace, breathed upon
the distracted soul wben terrible forebodings of evil have possessed
the mind, as oil upon the troubled waters, or, "Peace, be still, and
there was a great calm"! "And saw no harm come to him." "The
Word of God is quick and powerful," when wondrously applied to the
believer's necessities by the quickening Spirit! Then we take God at
His Word, and rest upon it! "an anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast! "quick "-a living Word!
"They changed their minds, and said that he was a god." The
terror-stricken mind is changed for the soothing conviction that "He
with whom we have to do," is a God indeed! Our God, all-sufficient,
all-gracious, so nigh in all that we call upon Him for! He permits the
circumstances to arise, that "the hand of the Lord may be known to
His servants," and His wonders among the people.
" Ye fearful saints, fresh
" No harm"- " no harm come to him.
courage take." "Turn thou to thy God," when forebodings of evil arise.
"Who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is
good 1" Not even a viper! Onlookers may well wonder, but as for
you"Say, while lost in holy wonder,
Why, 0 Lord, such love to me?"
You will learn how to glorify and exalt Him who is God indeed.
All this, at first, apparently threatening circumstance in the Divine
purpose is a link in the chain, working together for good, and introducing God's servant to further work and testimony for his Master.
"In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the
island, named Publius j who received us, and lodged us three days courte.. From The Hidden Life, by
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ously." "A man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before
great men" (Prov. xviii. 16). The manifest grace of God given to Paul
evidently induced this great man to receive the Apostle into his house,
and for three days to lodge him courteously. No doubt, whilelbestowing
carnal things Publius reaped spiritual things! Who would not enjoy
such a visitor's company for three days ~ and then the present reward,
"He that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man
shall receive a righteous man's reward" (Matt. x. 41), that is, the
benefit of his prayers and of the grace bestowed on him; in thill
instance, his healing power also.
"And it came to pass that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever
and of a bloody flux [dysentery] : to whom Paul entered in, and prayed,
and laid his hands on him, and healed him." So fulfilling the Word
(James v. 15), "The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven
him." This last clause shows us how good it is for us, when God
afflicts us, to turn to Him with confession of sin, asking the Divine
Spirit to show us why the chastening hand of our Father is upon us.
c'If we would judge ourselves we should not be judged," but carefully
avoiding such judgment of others as the fourth verse narrates.
What a sweet recompense to the son is this healing of his father.
Publius, whose name implies common, seems to have dwelt among
his people as their common property; no doubt he became a partaker
of "the common salvation" (Jude 3). "Whose heart the Lord opened" ;
first, to receive Paul courteously, and then his testimony. "He that
receiveth you receiveth Me" (Matt. x. 40). He would get some precious
and deep instruction in three days. Three days! The theme of conversation the first day would probably be shipwreck and salvation-the
ruined state of sinners by the first Adam; salvation through the
meritorious righteousness and atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ!
Then the next day the soul's rest in the sweetness of His finished
work and perfect sacrifice for sin. "Crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." And on the third
day, resurrection-hope, risen with Christ; seeking "those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God; and
"luoking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."
When Publius met the Apostle again in the glory-land, would not
the recollection of those three days be a sweet rehearsal of the way
the Lord their God led them, and cause them again to strike their
harlJs of guld, "to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein Hehath made us accepted in the Beloved" 1
We must not omit to notice a probable allusion to Aristarchus in
the little word "us." "Publius received and lodged us three days
couneously"-with court· function, in all probability.
"So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island,
came, and were healed." What an echo is here of, "As for you, ye
thought evil ag:tinst me, but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass
to save much people alive" (Gen. 1. 20).
The old serpent means to
sting the Lord's servant unto death; but God meant that very viper to
be "unto life" and salvation! Grace abounds to sinners, and glory
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redounds to God, in defeating the machinations of Satan! Grace and
healing come in the great man's family, that it may be published in
the island, and others also, which had diseaseS', might come and be
healed. Just so in modern times; God touched the heart of the Chief
of Aniwa, that Dr. PATON'S ministry might the more freely be proclaimed
among the people. "0 the depth of the wisdom of God!"
.
"Who also honoured us with many honours." "He that waiteth on
his Master shall be honoured" (Prov. xxvii. 18). "Such honour have
all His saints."
"And when we departed, they laded us with such things as were
necessary." They had "suffered the loss of all things," only to prove
the faithfulness of God more fully.
"My God shall supply all your
need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." His riches
abounding in all things needful-all your need-there is no promise
for all your notions. "When I sent you without purse, or scrip, or
shoes, lacked ye anything ~ And they said, Nothing." Food and
raiment, shelter and warmth, both of fire and hearts, had been supplied
on the island, even by a barbarous people, and when the time of
further need arises, " they laded us with such things as were
necessary."
"Say not, my soul, from whence
Can God relieve thy care P
Remember that Omnipotence
Rath servants everywhere."
We are 110 apt to want the supplies before the time of need. How
much better is it for such "little children," that our Father should
keep it for us until we really want it Oh to learn this lesson well, and
to be "kept in perfect peace "-stayed on Him.
"God never is before His timeRe never is behind."
Some of us have had very loving fathers, who might not always
give us at the outset as much as we thought necessary for our journey,
absence, and return, but we were sure to be supplied in due time, and
with travelling expenses home. "Casting all your care upon Him, for
He careth for you." ., Which of you by taking thought can add one
cubit to your stature ~ "-or one sovereign to your purse ~ Here is a
marvE>llous lesson of need and supply! Two hundred and seventy-six
destitute persons, with neither money nor means of any kind, "laded
with such things as were necessary," and probably by half-clad barbarians,
to whom it will be said in the great day of account, "I was an hungered,
and ye gave Me meat; I was trlirsty, and ye gave Me drink; a stranger,
and ye took Me in; naked, and ye clothed Me." In that day, "barbarian,
Scythian, bond or free, shall be all one in Ohrist Jesus."
"No turns of Providence abate
God's care for those Re once has loved."
And in this wondrous history, "as it were a wheel in the midst
of a wheel," the turns of Providence blend with grace to save the
los' !

24

The Gospel Magazine.
THE CAUSE IS FROM THE LORD.

AN equivocal cross is' no uncommon lot for God's children, as they
travel on in the divine life. A cross without a transverse beam would
be no cross at all, and a cross I can understand has little power to
wound. Christian reader, perhaps you think yourself Vel'Y hardly dealt
with, because you are brought to bear an equivocal cross. The Lord
at times, it may be, meets with you, smiles upon you, and gives you
to carry it after Jesus; but, on the whole, when nature, sense, and
reason sit in judgment on your cross, it apears to be the devil's work,
not the Lord's. "Oh," say you, "such effects proceed from it-such
inward evil, such outward strife, such sins, such snares, such slipsand then the fear of worse, that I am often constrained to say with
Gideon, 'Oh, my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why hath all this evil
befallen us 1' " This is the transverse beam; this constitutes the (,;ross :
take away this, and wherein would the cross consist 1
The Church of old was called into similar sUfferings with the Church
now; and why 1 to find the application of God's truth realized, if not
expressed, "My grace is sufficient." Abraham was called to endure
the equivocal cross of a delayed promise: "Lord God, what wilt
Thou give me, seeing that I go childless 1" Moses was called to bear
the equivocal cross of ministering to a murmuring multitude, till,
wearied and worn, he says to the I Am and Amen of the Church in
the wilderness, "Kill me out of hand, and let me not see my
wretchedness." Hannah's cross looked equivocal when her adversary
"provoked her sore to fret," Nehemiah's cross must have worn a
doubtful aspect when he testified, " For they all made us afraid,
saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work." How dubious
must David's cross have appeared to Him when he uttered the cry,
" Let not them that wait on Thee be ashamed for my sake j let
not them that seek Thee be confounded for my sake, 0 God of
Israel." How did Job regard his cross, when in the anguish of his
soul he said, "I cry unto Thee and Thou dost not hear me j I stand
up, and Thou regardest me not: Thou art become cruel to me; with
Thy strong hand Thou opposest Thyself against me "1 How bitterly
did Jeremiah groan under the equivocal cross, when he said, "I am
in derision daily; everyone mocketh me, because the Word of the
Lord was made a reproach unto me."
But now the saints who
read these records see the reason of it all. They perceive that
God's glory was the sum and substance; and Laban's answer to
Abraham's servant explains the whole, "The thing proceedeth from
the Lord." "What!" says some poor troubled soul, "can this cross
be from the Lord, when I am suspended between doubts and fears,
dreading results the most fatal to God's glory, and my own good ~
Can the Lord's hand be in this, when I am groaning out my soul
before Him, sometimes in words, and oftener in sighs, 'What wilt Thou
do unto Thy great name"" Ye~, this evil is of the Lord j He knows
it all, permitted all; He has appointed all. And, as in the cases quoted,
~o in yours, God's glory is in it all j
and if you are brought by
grace to look first to that, to regard that above all your internal
IUfferings and oxternal wrongs, on the authority of the Word of God,
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you shall not be ashamed; you shall come off "more than conqueror
through Him who hath loved you." If your eye is fixed on God's
glory, your eye and God's meet in the same spot; you are both
regarding the same prospects; so you have the mind of God; you
are both looking at the same thing, and desiring the same end.
Now God will not, God cannot, relinquish His glory; therefore, if
you are made to grasp that point, you have grasped all that God is
and has; thence your cause is His, and His glory is wrapped up in
the issue.
Let reason rail at persons and things; let sense judge circumstances;
let flesh and blood wince under the screw and the thorn: but faith says,
"The cause proceedeth from the Lord," who hath said, "For Mine own
sake, even for Mine own sake, will I do it: for how should My name be
polluted 1 and I will not give. My glory to another." There, believer,
is th~ essence of thy hopes. Are thine eyes fast upon God's glory
in and under thy cross, be it what it may, however equivocal, perplexing, and intricate 1 Fear not, God will fight the battle for thee;
He will plead thy cause; He will stand up for thee; He will restrain
the enemy's power; He will uphold and support thee; and finally.
when thou hast gained all the good God intended for thee out of
this cross, He will remove it, and "bring forth thy righteousness as
the light, and thy judgment as the noon-day."

THE SEA.
I

upon the wild sea shore,
The billows raged and thundered;
I listened to their ceaseless roar,
While thus I mused and wondered.
STOOD

How like thy waves, thou troubled sea,
My restless heart is foaming;
Sins and temptations worry me,
From daybreak till the gloaming.
My shattered barque seems all but lost;
Quicksands and rocks surround her:
But yet, though frail and tempest-tossed,
My hope can never founder.
Anchored upon the living Rock,
In vain the tempest rages;
My soul shall brave the rudest shock
That strikes the Rock of Ages.
Spotless in Thy perfection, Lord,
I fear no condemnation;
But, resting on Thy faithful word,
I wait for Thy salvation.
Soon shall mine eyes Thy glory see,
To wander fwm Thee never;
For then my raptured soul shall be
At Home with Thee for ever.
Scarborough.

W. S.

ROBINSON.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. F. W. BAINES.

OUR Portrait this month will, we are assured, be much valued by those of
our readers who had the privilege of knowing God's beloved and faithful
servant.
Mr. BAINES, who occupied several ministerial charges in the course
of his long and laborious life, was a preacher of the full Gospel of
the free and sovereign grace of God. His expositions of the Holy
Scriptures will long be remembered by his hearers both at Torquay
and Southborough. His acquaintance with the Word was phenomenal,
and once he became absorbed in his subject he would continue
to unfold passage after passage, regardless of the flight of time. The
writer well remembers how, on one occasion, the dear man of God
preached with power in a North London church for an hour and twenty
minutes, yet another hour of such teaching as his would have been
spiritually acceptable. The latter years of his life were full of affliction,
both domestic and personal. A mental cloud rested upon God's honoured
servant, and the voice of loving, faithful testimony was hushed. He
now rests from his toils and sorrows, and beholds his Lord, whose
service down here he ever esteemed to be "perfect freedom." It, is
now several months since Mr. BAINES passed away. The funeral
service was conducted by his much-esteemed friend, the Rev. GEORGll:
HEWIIT, of Brighton, who has kindly sent us a few precious" Notes"
of a sermon (in Mr. BAINES' own hand-writing), which we gladly
append:MAI.AClTI iv. part of verse 2.-We are permitted once more, and for
the last time, to look at this interesting and full verse, and having
already dwelt upon how Christ may be compared to the sun in many
respects, and having shown you that there is a close resemblance
between the sun's effects upon the creatures, and Christ's effects upon
His people, we are told that He is the" Sun of Righteousness," and
that, we wish to show you, is in two respects,-namely, in regard of Himself, and in regard of His own people. In regard of Himself, He is
the" Holy and Just One." He has not, nor ever shall have, the least
spot of unrighteousness in Him; He was born righteous and innocent
(Luke i. 35), "that holy thing." It has the force of the abstract. Satan
himself is compelled to give this testimony concerning Him: "The
Holy One of God (Mark i. 24). He is the "Righteousness" of His
people (Jer. xxiii. 6), and that in two ways-" Righteousness in
regard of their justification" (Rom. iii. 21, 22, 23), and of their
" sanctification" (1 Cor. i. 30). He has bought holiness for us as
well as heaven. By the blood of Christ the uncleanness of the soul
is done away (Heb. ix. 14).
How different the natural sun, which
communicates heat and light to all. Not so with Christ. The natural
sun shines upon the houses and lands of all; this is the bounty
of God (Matt. v. 45). He shines upon the ears of some, and upon
the hearts of others. Shines in hearts (2 Cor. iv. 6). Look at Paul's
case and his companions (Acts ix. 6, 7). The latter saw the light.
and heard a voice too-a confllsed voice, which they did not under·
Iltand; and in Acts xxii. 9, Paul said, "They heard not the voice of
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Him that spake."
They heard an inarticulate sound, or a confused
voice, but they knew not who spake, nor what was spoken; thet
heard the voice, and yet heard it not. But Paul both heard the voicer
and understood it, and was converted by it, which we do not find
to have been the case with any of the others who were with him
on that occasion. We read of the "hidden manna," and" a white
stone," and a "new name," which is given to some, and not to others.
Now, we pass to our last point, "They shall go forth."
These are
His people "who fear His name"; and as a result of the rising of
this Sun upon them, they shall" go forth" in spiritual freedom. They
have been in chains; they have been in prison; they have, as it were l
been in a hospital; they have now received a spiritual cure. They
were in the hands of "the power of darkness" (Col. i. 13; Isaiah
xlii. 7).-Torquay, Dec. 1st, 1878.
Another" Note" runs as follows :R01>1ANS v. 10.-A very gem of a chapter. The eighth verse, "God
commended," should be read, "God made conspicuous His love." In
prison these spoke of this wondrous love, past thought or comprehensionl
such depth, such mysteries! and God the Father, very desirous to have
His people for companions, Jesus, the Son of His love, must take their
place, and suffer, not simply on their behalf-let this be firm and
clear-but a Substitute, in their very place. They sinned, and God
must be true to His threat, "dying thou Rhalt die."
Then merct
appears in Jesus; and so mercy and truth meet together, and God is
reconciled to His people, and yet is just and righteous.-Nov. 6th, 1881.
EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON, PREACHED AT ST. LUKE'S, BRIGHTON,
BY THE REV. F. Wf. BAINES.
PSALM cxlii.-Religion is eternal, internal, external, producing fruits
" Work out your own salv:l.tion." Philippians ii. 12 is better, alJd more
correctly rendered, "Be fully occupied with your own salvation."
Let it rule, though, in this life, imperfectly.
Insect cares are most
This
tiresome, as an insect teases, annoys, and is always about.
being overwhelmed) in the text, IDay be first applied to JesLls, who
had sorrows as no other; and, as a Servant, prayed to be held up.
In Isaiah it is, "Behold my Servant whom I uphold," or hold up.
The account in the Gospel is so wonderful. Three times He prayed
in an agony. Then we may infer that He was strengthened, for
He said to His sleeping disciples, "Rise and pray," and no complaints.
Who can express the wonderful love! In looking forward to these
sufferings, the Russian litany is striking, "By Thy unknown suffer.
ings, Good Lord, deliver us" (something good from Russia). With
this Job agrees. He could not see God in His ways. but "He
knoweth the path that I take; when He hath tried me, I shall come
forth as gold." As in refining, when freed from dross the face is
reflected in the metal, so the graces of the Holy Spirit sbine when
atHiction is sanctified. Trouble of soul is the soul of trouble. Christ
knows all our wants, but He will have us tell Him. He joined th6
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two going to Emmaus, and said, "Why are ye so sad t"
from the heart finds an echo in heaven.

A sigh

F. A. BAINEs.
Seeing the Beloved's face;
Pressin,.:t near the wounded side,
Grateful, joyous, satisfied;
Realizing now the glory
Of the Gospel's long-loved story.
M. L. SY~ES.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF THE LATE REV.

Finished all the earthly strife,
;He hath entered into lifeLife eternal, happy rest,
;Numbered with the ransomed blest;
:Filling the prepared place.
Brighton.
PASTORAL
A
.Il

NOTES.

CITIZEN OF ZION •

LCffd, who shall abide in Thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in Thy holy
hill? "-PSALM xv. 1.

IN

some editions of the Authorized Version of the Bible this Psalm
has a very expressive and beautiful title given to it, namely, "A
Citizen of Zion." Citizenship conferred many privileges in by-gone
tlges, and it does so still sometimes. To be a Roman citizen was
considered to be a very high honour, especially when the Roman
empire was in the zenith of its power, and those who possessed the
right to that citizenship found that it was sometimes extremely
advantageous to them. Special laws were passed by the Roman senate
for the benefit of Roman citizens, and those laws secured to them ever-somany privileges, such as exemption from all dishonouring punishPlents, the right of appeal from the magistrates to the people, or to
the Emperor, and so on.
The Apostle Paul knew well the value of
this citizenship when he asked a centurion, and through him the
.chief captain at Jerusalem, " Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that
is a Roman, and uncondemned 1" And also when he exclaimed before
the Roman governor at Cresarea, "I appeal unto Cresar." Something
of the same kind is occasionally experienced by subjects of the British
empire now.
In foreign lands an Englishman is often safe when his
nationality is known, where otherwise he would be in the greatest
aanger; and he is respected where otherwise he would be ill-used and
insulted, because it is understood that he belongs to a great nation,
~nd to a nation which will not allow its subjects to be ill-treated with
impunity. It is stated that some years ago an Englishman was arrested
by the Spanish authorities in Cuba, and upon some trifling pretext,
and without a fair trial, condemned to death. The British consul in
that island, hearing of this, made a strong protest, but his protest was
disregarded, and the condemned man was brought out to be shot. As
he stood in front of a company of soldiers, and the word of command
,was about to be given to them to fire, the consul made a last appeal
to the commanding officer, and in this he was supported by an American
consul, who was present; but finding that this had no effect, the two
consuls rushed forward, and, throwing their national flags, the Union
.Jack and the Stars and Stripes, over the condemned man, they dared
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the officer in command to insult those flags by firing upon them; aud
so the man's life was spared. This was a result of being a subject, or
citizen, of our great kingdom.
How vastly greater are the privileges
of being a subject of the heavenly kingdom, a citizen of Mount Zion;
the city of the living God!
The Psalm before us begins with an inquiry, and an all-important
inquiry. It is made of the Lord J ehovah Himself, as the only one
who could give a satisfactory answer to it, namely, "Lord, who shall
abide in Thy tabernacle 1 who shall dwell in Thy holy hill 1" or, in
other words, "Who is a citizen of Zion 1 and what are the marks
and signs by which such an one can be known 1" To this inquiry a
gracious answer is vouchsafed by the Lord Himself in the verses which
follow. Seven particulars are mentioned-seven, "a perfect number "particulars which, if they were fully manifested in any person, would
form a perfect character. This perfection of character is only to be
found in the Son of Man, the God-Man Ohrist Jesus, but in a measure
it is wrought in His people by the power of the Holy Ghost. Out·'
ward particulars only are mentioned here, not inward particulars, such
as faith and the graces of the Spirit j because where fruits are found
on a fruit, tree, its roots are known to be there, although they may
not be always visible. The particulars are these :1. UPRIGHTNESS.-" He that wo,lketh 1prightly, and wor7ccth 1·ighteous.ness." SPURGEON says, "The accepted man keeps himself' erect, as
those do who traverse high ropes j if they lean on one side, over they
must go j or as those who carry precious but fragile ware in baskets
on their heads, who lose all if they lose their perpendicular. True
believers do not cringe as flatterers, wriggle as serpents, bend doubleas earth-grubbers, or crook on one side, as those who have sinister
aims j they have the strong backbone of the vital principle of grace
within, and being themselves upright, they are able to walk uprightly."
No doubt in the present day, with its keen competition, and profits
cut down to their lowest point, Ohristian men in business find themselves sometimes assailed with exceedingly strong temptations, and
they know by painful experience that it is no easy matter thus to
walk. An assistant in a large place of business said to me some time
ago, "It is absolutely impossible now-a-days to transact business with
perfect honesty; tradesmen could not live if they did." But surely
this is not the opinion of the citizens of Zion 1 Come what may,
they will not knowingly do a dishonest action. Their prayer and
earnest desire is that of the Psalmist, "Let integrity and uprightness
preserve me." They know that the old adage is still perfectly true,
"Honesty is the best policy," even in a temporal point of view; but
independently of that, they believe that the great Searcher of hearts.
who knows the motives of all their actions, and who is perfectly
acquainted with all their circumstances, will not suffer them really
to lose by their integrity, but even though their business should fail;
He will fulfil to them His own gracious promise, ." My God shall
supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by Ohrist
Jesus."
2. TRuTHFuLNEss.-" .And he spea7ceth the tnt-th from his heart."
"Thou desirest truth," says the Psalmist, "in the inmost part." No
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Jesuitism, which expresses one thing and means another, can find any
.countenance with a citizen of Zion. He loves the truth in doctrine,
he loves the truth in action, and he loves the truth in speaking.
He would not tell a lie even to save his life. His fervent prayer is,
H Set a watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door of my
lips j keep my lips from speaking evil, and my tongue from speaking
guile." This was only exemplified fully, we know, in the case of
our Divine Master, who was the Truth, the Truth itself j but
in a lesser degree, under the influence of grace, it is exemplified
in the case of all the citizens of Zion j they hate and abhor lying,
they hate subterfuge and deception, and so they speak and act
accordingly.
3. KINDNESS IN WORD AND DEED.-" He backbiteth not with his tongue,
'/tor doeth evil to his neighbottr, nor taketh 1tp a 1'eproach against his neighbour." What an expressive word that is, "backbitetb." There are
multitudes, perhaps, who would scarcely do a direct injury to a neighbour, and yet they do not hesitate to backbite him.
They will
unhesitatingly take up some floating story, some evil reproach about
him, and spread it far and wide j and }Jerhaps in spreading it, add to
it, little thinking how much harm it may do. and how much pain it
may give.
Even Christian people sometimes seem to be strangely
careless about this, hardly realizing what the effect of their words may
be. It is said that a Spanish priest, being aware that this was a special
failing of one of his flock, determined to try and cure her of it.
Accordingly he asked her one day to kill a fowl, and, having plucked
all its featbers, to bring them to him. She did so; and then he took
her up to the top of his church tower, and told her to scatter the
feathers hither and thither. As she obeyed, the wind bore the feathers
jar and wine, upon the roofs of the houses below, into the courts and
streets of the town, and even into the surrounding country.
When
she had completed her task, the priest said, "Now go and pick up
everyone of those feathers, and bring them back to me." She looked
at him in astonishment.
"It is impossible," she said. "Just so,"
said the priest, "and yet you will scatter your words, which are
light as feathers, aud which you know you cannot possibly recall, far
and wide, spreading evil and scandal, and doing ever-so-much
mischief."
Would that the teaching of all Romanist priests were as wise and
sensible as this teaching! Strong indeed are the warnings on this
subject in the Word of God, but they are not too strong; and the
child of God will sedulously endeavour to lay them to heart; such
as, "There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword j but the
tongue of the wise is health." "The tongue is a little member, and
boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little fire
:rindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity," &c. "If
any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able
also to bridle the whole body."
Who can say that he is a perfect
man in this respect 1 Not one.
"In many things we offend all";
but the child of God, if he be wise, will seek to be always on the
watch against this offence, and pray for a daily supply of Divine
grace to prevent him from committing it.
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4. HATRBD OF EVIL.-" In whose eyes a vile person is contemned."
There are some persons who profess to hate evil, and yet thl'Y will
tolerate it or wink at it when it is exhibited in those who occupy high
positions, or in those who are possessed of power and wealth. A
pastor, who occupied a very humble and quiet country sphere, told me
something of his experience in this respect. He was formerly private
chaplain to a nobleman of high position and influence, and he knew
that if he pleased that nobleman the road to distinguished prpferment
was open before him; but he had not resided long in that noblp,man's
house before he saw and heard things there which he could not
possibly approve of. He ventured to express his disapproval, but he
quickly perceived that this was regarded as being utterly intolerable;
and so it soon became evident that he must either shut his eyes and
ears and be apparently oblivious to much which was going on in that
lordly mansion, or he must give up his position there, with all its
prospects. He chose the latter alternative; he could not do otherwise
as a citizen of Zion.
5. HONOUItING THE LORD'S PEOPLE.-" He honoureth (or' maketh much
of') them that fear the Lord." There is an immense difference in this
respect between the children of God and worldlings. The latter often
utterly despise the people of God, and ridicule them; sometimes, also,
probably they feel towards them, although they may not actually
express their feeling, as Ahab did towards the Prophet Micaiah when
he said, "I hate him, because he does not prophesy good concerning
me, but evil." On the other hand, the child of God loves his brelhren
and sisters in Christ Jesus; and although he may, perhaps, plainly
see many imperfections in them, and he may not be able to agree with
them on all points-that is to say, on points which are non-essential
-yet he is conscious of a wonderful fellow-feeling towards them, and
an intense interest in them.
He knows perfectly well that they are
despised by the world, and that frequently they occupy very lowly
positions, yet that makes no difference to him, and he takes pleasure
in honouring them, more especially when he sees some traces of the
Master's image in them, and when he is assured that they do really
fear the Lord.
Here is a test of sonship: " We know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren."
6. FAITHFULNESS TO HIS PROMISES.-" He that sweareth to his own
hwt, and changeth not"__ or, as the Prayer-Book version renders the
words, "He that sweareth unto his neighbour, ani! disappointeth him
not, though it were to his own hindrance." Sometimes after a promis€
is made, or an engagement entered into, circumstances alter, and the
alteration makes all the difference in the fulfilment of the promise or
the engagement. Many persons in such a case would endeavour to
back out of the promise, or try to persuade themselves that th.. y were
not bound to fulfil it. But a citizen of Zion will not do this.
A
promise to him is a sacred thing. His word is as good as his bond;
and, unless he be hindered by some insuperable obstacle, he will do
all that lies in his power to fulfil it. I remember, many years ago,
that a professional man, who occupied a rather important position,
made, in my hearing, a distinct promise. It was that he would abstain
from seizing, as be bad the power to do, some property belonging to
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a poor debtor, for a certain time. Circumstances made him alter his mind,
and he wished to seize it speedily, and he proceeded to do so. When·
remonstrated with, and reminded of his promise, he made light of it,
and said, "Oh, that was only a verbal promise, and therefore it was
not binding." "Only a verbal promise," and therefore, "not binding!"
That is not surely the expression of a citizen of Zion 1 Happily, the
speaker altered his mind again, and fulfilled his promise; and happier
still, he subsequently manifested a decided change of heart, and for
many years, before he was called away, gave many signs that he was
indeed a true citizen of Zion.
7. NOT GRASPING OR AVARICIOUS.-" He that putteth not out his
money to usur'y, nor ta1ceth reward against the innocent." Usurers are not
yet extinct; one reads occasionally in the newspapers, or hears from
other sources, harrowing accounts of the sufferings of poor debtors
who have fallen into their hands. For example, a case was recently made
public where a borrower was compelled to pay £75 interest every
fortnight for a loan of £300; and it seems that he actually paid that
amount eight times; or, in other words, he paid £600 interest in
sixteen weeks; and at the end of that time, his original debt or
loan remained unpaid and unredeemed.
A citizen of Zion would not
do such a thing as this; "He is merciful and lendeth," but he does
not lend upon terms of usury, grinding down a poor debtor, and
taking advantage of his straitened circumstances. Also," Nor taketh
reward against the innocent." This proceeding is probably a very
rare thing in our land, where, with all our faults, justice is on the
whole admirably administered; but it was evidently a very common
thing in ancient times, and it still seems to be so in some foreign
lands. The people of Israel were repeatedly warned against it, and
the Lord strongly expressed His disapproval of it. They, therefore,
who feared the Lord could never do it.
Such are the marks and signs of the citizens of Zion, as mentioned
in this Psalm. Oh that they may be more and more completely
manifested and shown by all the dear children of God! Divine grace
is all-sufficier.t to accomplish this, but only that grace can do it. A day
is coming, when, to be known as a citizen of Zion will be regarded as one
of the highest honours of the universe; when earthly wealth and
power and fame will sink into utter insignificance, and when, to
ascend into the hill of the Lord, and to abide in His tabernacle, will
be considered as the greatest privilege which can be enjoyed by any
createrl being. If we are to enjoy that honour and that privilege
then, we must be prepared for them now.
" Saviour, if of Zion's city
I, through grace, a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in thy name.
" Fading is the wOrldling's pleasure,
All his boaflted pomp and show
Solid joys and lasting treasure,
None but Zion's children know."

Or'e, Hastings.

D.

A.

DOUDNEY.
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A LOOK AROUND,
"IT was a day of sorrow to us all when that mighty man of valour,
WILLIAM PARKS, was taken from us," said an old Baptist minister.""
"He wrote a book against us, it is true, but we put that over our
shoulder, for we loved him and valued him for the truth's sake,
and for the grace which was so conspicuous in his life and
preaching."
A few questions drew from the old man, since taken home to his
eternal rest, a little account of the Lord's dealings with his own soul.
Before cockfighting was illegal, the late LORD DERBY entered with
great zeal into that and other branches of what are commonly called
sports. Having, at a heavy cost, erected a cockpit in his grounds, he
proposed that, before it was removed, the Wesleyans, who were very
numerous in that district, should be offered the use of the building to
hold a conference meeting. Very gratefully was the kind offer accepted,
and the best part of a week was devoted to a large gathering that
was attended by a great concourse of peuple from all parts. The old
minister was then a young man, gifted with energy and powers of
speech-a rising and popular preacher in the connection. He believed
he had been the subject of Divine grace j but, nursed up in the freewill system, he was utterly ignorant of the truth of God. In the
usual form of such meetings, he was called upon to address the
assembly, which he did in the way that is commonly accepted among
all sects holding the doctrines of Arminianism, such as the universal
love of God the Father for every creature, the general redemption of
God the Son for the whole world, the free-will ability of man to do
the wOl'k of the Holy Ghost, with abundant offers of Ohrist and
salvation contingent upon the will of man to refuse or accept the
benefits of the day of grace. Man was described as diseased, but not
dead j and therefore capable of recovering by his own natural will
and power the lost blessings of salvation. When the speaker had
finished his address, and before he had time to sit down, he saw a
tall, strong-built man slowly rise in the midst of the vast assembly,
and in a clear, solemn tone repeated the words of oui' Lord, "No
man cctn come unto Me except the Father, which has sent Me, 'draw
him." Having so said, he immediately left the meeting. .The eyes
of all present followed the stranger, and the influence of that one
text produced a silence that seemed superuatural. To one, at least, it
was a "a savour of life unto life." The young speaker sat down, and
to use his own words, "I felt as though an arrow had pierced my heart,
and broke all my religion to pieces. My free-will ability was struck
for death, and that night I left the connection, to return to it no
more.". To find out his instructor was his great desire, but no one
knew whence he came or whither he went; and, at the end of forty
years, the same ignorance prevailed as to the speaker of that important text.
"Mr. SIintlNSON,of respected remembra.nceby all who ha.d the privilege to
hear and know him.
.
J]l
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We can well think many crowded congregations would be soon
dispersed if the truths Clmtained in that one text were faithfully prcclaimed in their midst. The God of truth, when preaching them by
human tongue, met the same treatment that truth ever since has found;
for we read, "From that time (or saying) many of His disciples went
back, and walked no more with Him."
In this text we read the most emphatic declaration of man's total
depravity: 'I No man can come unto Me except the Father, which hath
sent Me, draw him." The doctrine of the depravity of mankind is
admitted by many as quite true of the world at large, and his neighbour
in particular; but bring it home to himself, and what then 1 He may
can himself" a miserable sinner" once a week, but the feeling sense
of sinnership that compels a sinner to fly to Jesus as his only refuge
is only taught by the Spirit to God's elect. Amongst the whole
camp of Israelites, it was only the bitten sufferers who directed their
eyes to the serpent uplifted in the wilderness. The wounded ones
needed the remedy. Even so now, it is the felt malady that makes
the remedy precious. "Christ is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to
give repentance and remission of sin." This iR God's order in dealing
with sinners; and, by this means, the blessings of the Gospel are
made valuable to the sinner; and thus grace lays the first stone. and also
brings off the top stone in the building of mercy.
Those who have been quickened by sovereign power, and yet address
dead sinners as capable of turning to God, in this particular are
wrong, and practically deny the doctrine of total depravity, and forget for the time "the rock whence they were hewn, and the hole
of the pit whence they were dug." If man, in any respect or
particular, has power to tUl'll to God, he cannot be "dead ill
trespasses and sins"; he cannot be utterly and completely depraved
according to God's description as given us iu His Word: "God saw
that the wickedness of man was great, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually"; and again,
"God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see
if there were any that did understand and seek God. They are all gone
aside. they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth
go"d, no, not one." The apostle Paul confirms in a laler day this
t\:'stimony, in 1 Corinthians i. 21; so that "the world by wisdom
kllew not God"; and this is the history of man the Bible gives us
throughout. "But," liay some, "see how God addresses sinners in the
Scriptures." We answer, God uses authority when He spe1ks.
"Where the word of a king is, there is power," whether it be for
salvation or condemnation, in mercy or in wrath. When God speaks,
it is the word of command, whether it be as in creation, "Let then)
be light, and there was light," or as in the day of Christ's ministry
upon earth, He wrought miracles by the word of His power. "Stretch
fOlth thine hand: and his hand was restored whole as the other."
The cure was not in the act of obedience. The cure came by the
wurd of command, and that word wrought the power to stretch forth
the hand.
"But.," say some, "the Apostles appealed to a power ill
man when they told their hearers to repent." This we distinctly deny.
They preached the 8infulness of man and hill utter depravity, and they
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instructed their hearers in the way of salvation, and marked out the
proofs and evidences of the work of God on the souls of His elect by
repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, produced
by almighty power whereby they turned from idols to serve the living
and true God. But where do we find in any of the sermons preached
by the Apostles, and left upon record in the Word, anythiug approaching to the divinity preached in our day, which is based upon the
power of the carnal will of the creature to come to God 1 The will of
man is the lever that is to move the world now; and the exercise of
~he sovereign will of Jehovah, who planned and accomplished salvation,
IS treated as secondary to the almightiness of the will of a dead
sinner.
By the Prophet Jeremiah, God revealed His mind to His ancient
people in these words: "Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall
find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein."
This very forcibly describes the state of things in our day. Men are
"carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive"; but the
drift of the enemy is to stamp out doctrine, and destroy the foundations of truth. When Truth Incarnate appeared on earth, it is plain
enough that from His cradle to His tomb to slay Christ was the
purpose of the great adversary, and his success ended in his own
eternal destruction. Ever since, his ceaseless aim has been to slay
truth in the persons of the saints, 01' neutralize its Divine power by
false doctrine and corrupt teaching. "But the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal: The Lord knoweth them that are
His." If fire, and sword, and the rack are unknown now, there is
still a "fire in Zion and a furnace in Jerusalem" for the saints of
God, in the many errors that abound in our day; so that God's
people had need to look after the old paths, and take heed what they
h~l~1', as Christ warned His disciples.
It is now as of old: "Because
My people hath forgotten Me, they have burned incense to vanity, and
they have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient
paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up" (Jer. xviii. 15).
Christ came as the God-Man to act as the Substitute, Redeemer,
and Mediator of that part and portion of mankind given to Him
before all worlds to Save, according to the eternal purpose of J ehovah.
Thus "eterl~al redemption," applied to the conscience by the "Eternal
Spirit," is the earnest of the "eternal inheritance," which shall be
realized by all God's chosen people (Heb. ix. 12, 14, 15). Salvation depends not upon the will of His creatures; it does not
hinge upon their good works or their bad works; it does not depend
upon their ability to persevere, nor Satan'S' power to overthrow; it
stands in the eternal union of the Church of God with Christ.
"Thine they were, and Thou gayest them Me; I in them, and
Thou in Me." "Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world."
"Your life is hid with Christ in God." The eternal security of the
Church in union with Ohrist is a fundamental truth that keeps all the
dectrines of the Gospel in place, so to speak, and excludes the
errors, that in tvery age are so feltile; the demal union of the
D 2
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Church with Christ gives us correctly the extent of redemption
and the costly price of redemption discloses the depth of the fall,
that nothing could atone for short of the life-blood of the GodMan Mediator, Christ Jesus. "Whp of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Here
is the entirety and completeness of the Church, viewed as the body
of Ohrist. She is His fulness-" the fulness of Him that filleth all
in all "-and, when all the elect are gathered in, then the body
will be complete, and reach "the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Ohrist."
A bride suited for such a Partner, and presented to the Father "without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,
holy and without blemish." Then the union set up before all
worlds in purpose, and accomplished in time, will be complete in
eternity. Sin, sorrow, failure, death, for ever done away with, and
eternal bliss enjoyed in the presence of God for evermore.*

A WORD FOR THE OHILDREN.
'THAT is a beautiful picture given in Hosea xi. 1-3, of God as a
Father, watching and guiding the steps of His own children. Israel
is first spoken of as a child in its parent's arms. The Almighty, allloving Parent is represented next as· assisting the little feeble one in
its first attempt to walk, supporting it in case of stumbling: "I
taught Ephraim also to go,'taking them by their arms." Then, still
farther, He is described as putting the,m in leading strings, following
them step by step: "I drew them with cords of a man, with bands
of love." When the child of God has advanced to years of spiritual
maturity, the inspired writer asserts the continuance and permanency
of this same gracious paternal care and supervision: "A good man's
steps are ordered by the Lord." The earthly parent, after a few
brief years, leaves the child to its own resources, to walk alone, and
care for itself'. Nat so our Heavenly Father; the man's footstep, as
well as the child's, are "ordered." In all the varied circumstances
of existence, the Eternal God is still his Refuge; and, with the eye of
the watchful mother on tottering infancy, "underneath are the everlasting arms" (Deut. xxxiii. 27). "Though he fall, yP.t shall he not
be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholc1eth him with His hand"
(Psalm xxxvii. 24). And as he pursues his onward way, at times ready
to faint, ready to fall-stumbling along the rough, stony path-his cry
is never unheeded, his prayer never unanswered, "Hold Thou me up,
and I shall be safe." "Thy right hand shall sa.ve me." Oh, blessed
assurance, that every event, every so-called contingency, every step
from the infancy of grace to the manhood of glory, every rugged
ascent, every thorny brake, every trial and every tear, is "ordered
by the Lord" !
P. S. E.

" The above article ma.y be had in bookld form, price one half-penny, of Mr. J. C.
Pembery, 164, Wll.!tOIl Street, Oxford.
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EPISCOPAL FAITHFULNESS.
THE action of the BISHOP OF WINCHESTER in the matter of the Church
of St. Agatha, Portsmouth, affords a refreshing example of Episcopal
fidelity and vigilance, and one which his brother Prelates may, under
similar circumstances, well emulate.
The value of the Bishop'iS procedure is enhanced by the fact that he took steps to deal with the
Rev. R. W. DOLLING'S Romanizing performances at St. Agatha's a few
days only after he had been appointed BISHOP OF WINCHESTER. It
appears that, early in October, Mr. DOLLING, who is Vicar-designate
of an Ecclesiastical district at Landport, applied to his Diocesan for a
licence to open the new church for public worship. The Bishop,
before granting the necessary leave, deputed Canon JAcoB-now
Bishop-Elect of Newcastle-to inspect the building, and report.
The
official visit was duly paid, and Canon JACOB'S report was sent in,
its contents disclosing the. startling fact that Mr. DOLLING'S plans
included the erection in the church of no fewer than three "altars,"
one of which was specially designed for the celebration of "Mass for
the Dead."
Loyal to the Scriptural teaching of our Reformed Church, whose
Homilies authoritatively condemn the superstitious and useless practice
of praying for the souls of the dead, Dr. DAVIDSON refused to sanction
the mortuary "altar." An opportunity was granted Mr. DOLLING to
explain what he meant by "Mass for the Dead," when a frank statement was made by him to the effect that "the celebration of Holy
Communion 'for the dead'" had the effect of "shortening the period
during which the souls of the faithful departed are in a state of purgation or preparation, and of hastening their admission to the beatific
state." It is clear from these words-which we quote from the
Bishop's own account of the terms used by Mr. DOJ.LING when
making his explanation-that the two leading errors of the Church
of Rome, Purgatory and the efficacy of Masses for the dead, form
part-an essential part -of the dogmatic and practical teaching connected with the Winchester College Mission at St. Agatha's, Landport.
It has long been notorious that such advanced Roman doctrine as
that involved in the foregoing statement has been propagated by the
Mission, and the press has frequently directed attention to the
extreme character of Mr. DOLLING'S teaching during the last ten years.
The terminus ad qIwm seems now to have been reached, a fact which
is due to the fidelity of Bishop DAVIDSON in seeking to carry out his
ordination and consecration vow~, "to banish and drive away all
erroneous and strange doctrines, contrary to God's VVord." In the
result, the Vicar-designate of St. Agatha's has tendered his resignation
to his patron, Dr. FEARON, and has intimated to his Diocesan that he
has taken this important step, though adding in his letter the
somewhat defiant statement: "I should like to say that, as long
as I am in charge, the Sunday and daily services remain the same."
Whether the Bishop will see fit to prohibit the continuance of any
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of the extreme practices Mr. DOLLING determines to carry on, until he
ceases to be connected with the Winchester College Mission, is a
matter of detail, which we can afford to leave to his Lordship's
judgment.
The leading issue of the whole case is whether a clergyman is at
liberty to teach doct7'ine, both by word and act, the nature of which is
unauthorized by the formularies of the National Church as "by law
established." PLlrgatory and Masses for the Dead, as matters of
doctrinal and dogmatic significance, are specifically dealt with in the
reformed standards of our Church, and that so directly and exhaustively
as to leave no room for doubt or equivocation. The Romish doctrine
of purgatory is denounced in the Twenty-second Article as "a fond
thing vainly invented, and grounded upon DO warranty of Scripture,
but rather repugnant to the Word of God;" while in the Thirty-first
Article, "the sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was commonly said
that the Priest [Sacerdos] did offer Christ for the quick and the
dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables and
dangerous deceits."
The mnltiplication of so-called" altars" and" altar-tables "in buildings
set apart for the spiritual worship of God, in accordance with the
Protestant formularies of our Church, is the outward sign of the growth
of doctrinal corruption, the toleration of which by Episcopal authority
can but end in the judicial removal of our national candlestick. One
of the severest sentences passed by the Most High on the Jewish
Church was at a crisis in its apostasy when it multiplied altars,"Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto
him to sin,"
The dictum of the BISHOP OF WINCHESTER has a manly ring about
it which, in conclusion, we may well echo: "I have no hesitation in
saying that I should depart from the spirit of the letter of our Church's
formularies, were I definitely to sanction the addition of a third altar
to St. Agatha's, with the knowledge that one main pnrpose of its
erection is that it should be a centre for services and teaching of the
character above described."-F7'om "The English Chw'chman."
THE QUEEN AND THE BIBLE.
IT is a fact worthy of being recorded, that among the presents which
KHAMA and his brother African Chiefs received at Windsor Castle last
month at the hands of our gracious QUEEN, were copies of the Holy
Scriptures in the Bechuana language. We are all familiar with an olddate picture, representing HER MAJESTY presenting a Bible to an African
Chief, and declaring the Sacred Volume to be "The secret of England's
greatness." The historical accuracy of that picture has in recent years
been denied. About the truth of last month's episode at Windsor,
however, there can be no question. The copies of God's Word presented
by the QUEEN to KHAMA and his ,brethren bore the Royal Arms embossed
on the cover. It is devoutly to be hoped that the "bread" of the
Word thus cast on the African waters will be indeed" found after many
days."
In these times of Agnosticism and Romanism it is gratifying
to see God's Word thus publicly honoured by our Sovereign.
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BISHOP ALFORD ON THE LORD'S SUPPER,
(FROM AN ADDRESS.)

AN important consideration is entirely lost sight of by communicants
on the prevalence of the two-fold theory of the Real Presence or Real
Absence of the Lord in the consecrated elements on the same table.
Where, in such a case, is the "communion " ? The priest (he says)
gives Christ's flesh and blood! The Protestant communicant, on the
Reformation theory, receives "bread and wine in their very natural
substances! " Can there be wider diversity of sentiment, feeling, and
teaching, than these two opposite theories present 1 Where is the
" communion " ? There. exists none between the priest and the
worshipper; none between the worshippers themselves of such divergent
opinion and feeling. As a previous condition, preliminary to attend.
ance, this discrepancy as to the facts of the case demands rectification,
otherwise, as between man and man, disunion-not communioncharacterises the ordinance. The divergence between communicants is
. wide indeed. The one worships the R,eal Presence on the altar, the
other Ohrist upon the throne at God's right hand. The one considers
his brother communicant an idolater as he adores the Real Presence
on the altar, the other as an heretical unbeliever. Can communicants,
so far apart in faith and worship, though they kneel at the same
table, be "communicants" in any intelligible sense of the word?
My last consideration on the "Real Presence" in the Holy Sacrament must be, I am sure, in the estimation of God-fearing men and
women, the most important of all that I can urge-What does Christ
think of our present " celebrations" ? When we draw near
to the sacramental table, without doubt Christ is present, for He is
omnipresent, and His faithful promise to believers is, "Where two
or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst."
He sees all, hears all, knows all. What does Christ think of that
periodical assemblage in our churches professing to commemorate His
death and passion "as He commanded"? They kneel together, pray
together, communicate at the same table, but are they all, as in His
sight, of one mind in regard to the primary matter of fact, namely,
what they partake of in remembrance of Him? St. Paul wrote to
the Corinthians (1 Cor. xi. 20, &c.), "When ye come together into
one place this is not to eat the Lord's Supper. For in eating every
one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and
another is drunken. What? Despise ye the Church of God?" And
might not St. Paul say to us English Churchmen of this nineteenth
century, "When ye come together into one place this is not to eat
the Lord's Supper. For in eating one saith he eateth flesh and blood,
and another bread and wine.
This is not to eat the Lord's Supper..
What? Despise ye the Church of God? Shall I praise you in this?
I praise you not." Alas! communicants partake at the same table in
contentious controversy. Did the Lord intend to leave this primary
question of fact a controversy in His Church? He said, "My peace I
leave with you." When He brake the bread and gave the cup to
His Apostles, did He leave the shadow of a doubt upon their minds

40

The Gospel Magazine.

whether He gave them bread and wine or His own flesh and blood
to eat ~ The whole narrative attests they ate bread and wille in
loving obedience and simplicity of heart. Had they thought He gave
them His own flesh and blood, how could they have abstained from
the utterance of astonishment at such a wonderful miracle, for He was
present in human form before them at the table 7 How could they
have abstained from the exclamation, "How can this Man give us
His flesh to eat ~" Could they have helped remembering that to
drink the blood even of a slain animal was sin to a Jew 7 How much
more to drink the blood of Him-their Friend, their Master, their
Divin.e Redeemer. There was no question raised among the Apostles
as to the meaning of the Lord's words: "This is My Body! This is
My blood," either at the supper-table or (as far as we know) on any
subsequent occasion. John lay on the Saviour's breast at the
Table of institution. The beloved Apostle must have known whether
what they partook of was His Lord's own flesh and blood or bread
and wine, and had he been called upon to bear his testimony on the
subject, would he not have said, "My senses testify, "Bread and wine
in their very natural substances"; (1 John i. 1)-" That which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have
bandied of the Word of Life declare we unto you." Besides, the Lord
J;Iimself, on a previous occasion, had used the same words as at the
institution of the Lord's Supper: cl Except ye eat the flesh and drink
the blood of the Son of Man, ye have no life in you" (John iv. 53).
He then explained their meaning: "The words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit,"-spiritual, figurative. There was no 'c sacrament" on that occasion. N or was it a future but a present eating
and drinking the Saviour spake of. The Lord's Supper was then a
future institution, of which neither Apostles nor Jews could have had
the remotest idea. Plainly, therefore, in the words of our Church
Rubric (Communion of the Sick) there is an eating and drinking of
the body and blood of our Saviour, "although we do not receive the
Sacrament with the mouth." And so instructed, it was no more
possible the Apostles could have understood" This is My body," " This is
My blood," literally, than St. Paul could have written as an historical fact of
the rock in Horeb, "That Rock was Ohrist." How inexcusable, then,
the contention for the literal interpretation of the Lord's word's at the
institution of His Supper! Surely, the literal interpretation now
prevalent in our Church "celebrations" is just as inexcusable. In
the Lord's sight the delusion of the Papist and of the Ritualist can
only be a sinful departure from Scripture fact and truth. As such,
we must conclude it has the nature of " sin," not of acceptable worship,
especially when associated with the elevation and adoration of the
elements, which our Church Rubric declares to be "idolatry, to be
abhorred by all faithful Christians." Thus, "the table of the Lord,"
perverted by the so-called "Real Presence," into an "' altar" of propitiatory sacrifice, is deprived of its true character, and becomes the
occasion of strife and discord rather than" a means of grace."
We have argued that the words, "This is My body," "This is My
blood," do not mean Christ's literal body and blood. It is a proper
nquiry: What, theni do they mean ~ We reply; the bread and the
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wine-the one broken by Jesus, the other poured i into the cuprepresent Christ's broken body on the tree and Christ's blood flowing
from His pierced side. It must be acknowledged that the expressions
used by the Lord are very emphatic, peculiar, striking, astonishing.
How are they to be accounted for ~
.
Let us call to mind the occasion when they were spoken, and their
special import. A few hours and his body would be hanging on the
cross, and his blood flowing from His sacred side. The words are
directly associated with these two facts and the gracious designs of
God connected therewith. The Supper of the Lord was instituted for
the remembrance of Him and them, in connection with Himself, till
He come; and when so remembered, in grateful obedience to His
command, it is a special means of "communion" with our risen and
ascended Lord and with His believing people here on earth, and
thereby a means of grace.
The intention of the Lord in the words He chose at the institution of the ordinance was two-fold: To connect or identify redemp·
tion with the Redeemer; for, the body which He gave, if not
literally understood, can only be the blessings of Redemption which
His sacrifice on the cross, or His body and His blood, obtained or
purchased in our behalf. He would identify the gift with the Giverthe benefit to us with its cost to Him, and the debt of love and
service we owe Him on that account. Therefore He spake of redemp·
tion and its benefits as "His body and His blood."
In their fuller interpretation, there is, with much probability, a
reference to an event antecedent to His Incarnation directly connected
with the sacrifice He came to offer upon the cross. We find it a
" revelation" to the inspired penman, and recorded by him iu
Hebrews x. 5, &c., "Wherefore [that is, because it was not possible
that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins],-whercfore
when He saith, Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a
body hast Thou prepared Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for
sin.Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, 1 come (in the volume
of the book it is written of Me) to do Thy will, 0 God. Above when
He said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin
Thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered
by the law; Then said He, Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God. He
taketh away the first [Mosaic sacrifices], that He may establish the
second [namely, the sacrifice of His own body and blood upon the
cross]. By the which will [that is, of God the Father, that the
Incarnate Son become THE SACRIFICE] we are sanctified through the
offering of the body of J ems Christ once for all."
His body "prepared" for sacrifice by the Father (conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary) was the last recorded thing
He spake of in Heaven when He came into the world. And His
body, about to be given by Himself upon the cross, was the fare"
well subject on which, at the supper-table, He spake to His Apostles,
and through them to His Church, on the eve of His return to God
in Heaven. The will of God was, as to His mission, that "The
body prepared," the Incarnate Redeemer, should for ever abrogate the
sacrifices of the Levitical Law by the offering of His body once for
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aH for the sin of man. -No other sacrifice could be available. The
vel'y thought of other sacrifice suggested the inefficacy of the sacrifice upon the cross of the Son of God Incarnate. Then, in the
words of our Oommunion office, Jesus "made there [on OalvaryJ
by His one oblation of Himself, once offered, a full, perfect, and
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole
world." In witness thereof His words, "This is My body," "This
is My blood," declare the perfection (and in opposition to alt _M~asses),
the finality of the sacrifice of the cross. Thus, by the words of the
institution, our Lord taught His Ohurch in every age as they observed
His appointed ordinance-the foundation T1'Uth of His Gospel, namely,
the expiatory sacrifice of the cross, by the body broken and the blood
shed.
And who can imagine words more expressive, more impressive, more
divine than these marvellous words, "This is My body," "This is My
blood" 1-so full of divine truth and pathos and love.
Oh for increasing faith ever to plead the atoning efficacy of that
bodv and that blood-our One Sacrifice for sin! As we receive
the "bread and wine as He commanded, may we ever feed on His
body and His blood in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

SOME FRUITS OF ROMISH TEAOHING.
WE are glad to call attention to a broadsheet., printed in three colours,
which has just been republished by the Protestant Defence Association
of Ireland (1, Olare Street, Dublin), on the subject of the Pope and
Secret Societies. It is well known that the Pope denounces, in no
measured terms, the Orange Institution, and the Masonic Order-on
the ground of their being secret societies-while he does not scruple
to utilise that most objectionable of all crypta organizations, the Order
of the Jesuits. The broadsheet before us prints in parallel columns
the principles of the three above-named societies, and the contrast is
indeed a striking one. Some of the fruits of Roman Oatholic teaching
are appended at foot of the paper, which we here reproduce. They
speak for themselves. Some of the items are ancient; others are
modern. They all are instructive and suggestive, and cannot be too
widely circuhted at a time when Dr. V AUGHAN and his Papal colleagues
are engagod in an effort to extort from the people of England the
endowment of Roman Catholic schools. If a tree is to be known by
its fruits, then we must resist the granting of State aid for the propagation of the Roman Oatholic religion, because the following notorious
events are directly traceable to its pernicious teaching:"The Oouncil of Oonstance, A.D. 1415, ordered the dead body and
bones of Wycliffe to be disinterred, and the Pope ordererl them to be
burned, A.D. 14028.
"288 Protestants burned at the stake by Queen Mary, 1553 to 1558.
Jesuit Oonspiracy, Spanish Armada, 1580. Assassination of WiIliam
the Silent, 1584. Gunpowder Plot, November 5th, 1605. Assassination
of Hllnry IV. of France, 1610.
"Wholesale Massacre of Irish Protestants in 1641; also during the
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rebellion of 1798. Assassination of Brett at Manchester, September
18th, 1867. Gunpowder Explosion at ClerkenwelI, December 13th,
1867; three persons killed instantly; twelve others died from the
effects shortly after; many others injured.
"Attempt to Assassinate H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, at Sydney,
March 12tb, 1868, by O'FarreIJ, a Roman Oatholic. Assassination of
Lord Leitrim, April 2nd, 1878; Lord Mountmorres, September 26th,
1880; Mrs. Henry M. Smythe, April 2nd, 1882; Lord Fredk. Oavendish
and Mr. Burke, May 6th, 1882; with numbers of other murders in
Ireland during the last four years, including the Maamtrasna Massacre.
"Dynamite Explosions in Scotland Yard and Junior Oarleton
Olub, May 30th, 1884; in different places in the United Kingdom,
years 1883 and 1884; and London Bridge, December 13th, 1884; and
at the Tower of London, Houses of Lords and Oommons, January 24th,
1885.
"O'Donovan (Rossa) is an Irish Roman Oatholic, from Skibbereen,
00. Oork, arrested in 1858, a leading member of the then' Phalllix
Society.' It is a remarkable fact that 'the Mass' was stated to be
celebrated in the Tower, last year, for the first time since the Reformation,
and that the attempt at its destruction should so soon follow! M. Jules
Ferry, the Prime Minister of France, has lately declared (referring to
the Papal power) 'that there is a power behind even a Republican
Prime Minister greater than himself, in Ohurch and State, before which
he must bow, at least for the present.' Hundreds of Jesuits expelled
from Roman Oatholic Europe have settled and are settling down in
England and Ireland."
"OHUROH MUSIC."
WE have often called attention (says the B1'itish Protestant) to the sinfulness and selfishness of which Ritualistic congregations are guilty in
their expenditure of enormous sums of money on " Ohurch Music," while
in inverse ratio they give but little to the cause of Gospel Missions to
the heathen. Another instance of the intemperate indulgence of the
thirst for "Ohurch Music" has just come under our notice. The
annual" banquet" of the "Ohurch Ohoir Guild," or as the Society is
in future to be called-the Guild of Ohurch Musicians-was held last
month. The banquet took place in the Holborn Restanrant, and the
Oh airman was the Dean of Bristol, Dr. PIGOU. "It was a matter for
congratulation," he said, "that they had been allowed to hold their
festival in St. Paul's Oathedral," and then he is reported in the newspapers to have added that "the Metropolitan Oathedral spent no less
than £7,000 a-year on the mere item of music alone!" When it is
borne in mind that the idolatrous reredos in the same building cost
some £30,000, we have an illustration of the length to which the
sensuous, OhristIess religion of Anglican Romanism carries its votaries.
"In vain do they worship Me."
OF sinners I am the chief, of saints I am the least.
nothing; but by the grace of God I am what I am.

I know I am
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NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY THE REV. F. A. BAINES, IN TRINITY CHURCH,
TORQUAY, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1875.

"He will fulfil the desire of them that fectr Him: He also will hear their
C1'Y, and will save them."-PsALM cxlv. 19.

THESE words are full of comfort to those who are seeking and sighing
after God's salvation. "He will fulfil," "He will save." There is no
contingency, no doubt about it. Mark the words, "He will." We
see, as usual, the character pointed out, a class described, "Them that
fear Him." He hears their cry" and will save them." Dear anxious ones,
if there is a cry going up to Him in your heart, He will fulfil His
own promise, "He will hear it." A word about these "fearers."
The ungodly have fears, but such is not that of my text. Adam
committed sin, and fear made him hide himself. The ungodly have
no desires after God's presence, but would rather get away and hide
from Him. But the fear of our, text is important to notice; it is a
grace of the Spirit, and not the" fear which hath torment." It is a godly
fear, a fear to offend, a gift of God which leads a man to depart
from sin. An ungodly man loves sin, it is his element; a filial fear is a
most precious gift to God's children. Look at that marvellous verse in
J ob (xxviii. 28). It opens with the word "Behold!" to draw your
special attention to it. In the former part of the chapter the attention
is directed to the wonders of creation, but what is it all to "the fear
of the Lord" ~ 'e And unto man He said, Behold, the fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding." The Word
of God is full on that point. In Proverbs ix. 10, we have, "The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom"; and observe also in the
first chapter and seventh verse, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning
[or, as in the margin, 'the principal part'] of wisdom." The Lord
himself had filial and reverential fear for His Father. I am looking at
Him, when I speak thu~, as a Mediator. See Isaiah xi. 2: "And the
Spirit of the. Lord shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the few' of the Lm'd." In the third verse we have it
even more striking, "Shall make Him of q1tic7c understanding in the fear
of the Lord"; and the margin gives us the rendering, "scent," or " smell."
He could perceive where" godly fear" really was; we are sometimes
mistaken in thinking we see it where it is not, but He was of quick scent,
and could not be deceived. We would desire to have that "qu ick
understanding in the fear of the Lord."
Another thought we have in our text, "He will fulfil the desire."
What is your desire 1 How must it comfort those who are cast
down, who are wrestling against the world, the flesh, and the devil,
who cannot lift up the eye nor the heart, nor stammer out a prayer, but
just the groan, "Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for me." This
promise of our text, this groan, comes like music to the listening ear
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of Jesus. The child of God will often be oppressed, like Hezekiah.
Think of God's omniscience seeing the desire in your soul which
you cannot express. Thank God! He knows and understands. David
sweetly experienced the same when he said, "Lord, all my desire is
before Thee, and my groaning is not hid from Thee." We are also
told He knows the divine breathing even in the soul. Turn to
Lamentations iii. 56, "Thou hast heard my voice: hide not Thine ear
at my breathing, at my cry." Now what are some of your desires 7
Are you not desiring Him all day 7 not in so many words, but is
there not the longing desire to know Him experimentally as your
salvation 7 Do you not thirst for Christ 7 Is there not, as the poet
expresses it" The burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear;
The upward glancing of an eye.
When none but God is near"?
Where does that desire come from 7 You will remember our beautiful
collect we have had, "0 God, from whom all holy desir'es [mark the
words], all good counsels, Itnd all just works do proceed." You see,
every right desire comes from Him, and the promise of my text is,
"He will fulfil it." And why 7 because He put it there; and He
not only puts the desire in our heart, but, knowing what poor
helpless creatures we are, gives us grace to bring the same to good
effect. What would be the consequence, if He gave it and then left
it 7 But what other desires have you 7 Is it not to be SalVed from
your sins, to walk more consistently in daily life 7 Well, He gave it
and will "fulfil your desire." In our experience, is there not often a
dark side 7 The poet says" I cannot frame a good desire,
If all the world to me were given;
I cannot to a wish aspire,
If that good wish could purchase heaven."
There is another wonderful verse which OCClll'Sto my mind-listen!
"Bow down Thine ear, 0 Lord; deliver me speedily." It is a remarkable expression, "Bow, down Thine ear." There are times when
we could not ask our nearest and dearest to do so. Does it not seem
to imply you want to get so close to your Father's ear, to whisper,
as it were, your need 7 Is not the language of J acob the language
of every believer 7 Is Jacob to monopolize it all 7 "I will not let
Thee go, except Thou bless me." Does not the Lord Himsrlf say,
"Ask what thou wilt, it shall be done unto thee" 7 Again, our text
says, not only will He hear, but He "will SClve them." No conditions
here; we want to speak boldly the whole truth, no ifs and buts,
"He will." What will He save them from 7 The power of sin, the
guilt of sin, the condemnation of sin. Yes! the most cheering thought
is, He will "save us from our sins." "His Dame shall be called Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins." Sin is in the believer,
but he does not live in sin; and if we are truly brought to see. ourselves as lost, helpless, undone sinners, His promise is, "He will.save
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us."
A spot of sin is a trouble to a child of God. Those are comforting words, "Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comThe deeper view you have of sin, and the more experience
forted."
we have of that statement in Jeremiah, "The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked," the greater will you value the
precious Atonement. He that by sovereign grace is led to see the
depths of sin is the one who cries out,. "Lord, help me !" and God, by
His Spirit, leads him, sooner or later, to the bosom of Jesus for peace
and safety.
"Jesus, the glorious Head of peace,
Knows every saint's peculiar case;
What sorrows by their souls are borne,
And how for sin they daily mourn.
"He knows how deep their groanings are,
And what their secret sighs declare;
And for their comfort has expressed
That all such mourning souls are blessed.
"They're bltst on earth, for 'lis by gmce
They see and know their mournful case:
Bless'd mournerlS! they shall shortly rise
To endless comfort in the skies."

'Ql'Q1at(gtl1Dtll {.or 1896.
"BE YE SEPARATE."
(2

CORINTHIANS

vi. 17.)

UNION with Christ requires moral separation from the world.
The
Divine command is, "Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers,"
either in marriage, in fellowship, or in conforming to the principles,
precepts, or practices of worldly people. True believers are chosen
redeemed, and called ut.t of the world to be separate.
Like Abram from Chaldea lGenesis xii. 1).
Like Lot from Sodom (Genesis xix. 17).
Like Israel from Egypt (Exodus xix. 3).
Like the Jews from Babyloll (Isaiah xviii. 20).
Like the Reformers from Popery (Revelation xviii. 4).
Consult the following passages :-2 Corinthians vi. 13-18; James
iv. 4; 1 John ii. 15-17; John xv. 9; Revelation v. 9; 1 Peter i. 15, and
ii. 9; Romans xii. 1, 2; Galatians i. 4; Ephesians v. 11.
Emmanuel, Bristol.
R. CORN ALL.

GOD gives His childr~n seZ'ves, with wishes and choices, that they
may have the true offering to lay upon the true altar, for on that
altar nothing will bul'll but selves.
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THE LORD'S PRAYER.
"Deliver us from evil."-MATTHEW vi. 12.
BY THE LATE llEV. W. H. KRAUSE.

I go farther, let me remind you of that which we have already
urged upon your attention, that this prayer can only be offered up by
those who have been taught to know God as a Father. It begins, you
know, with these words, "Our Father." Therefore, when we consider
this petition, "Deliver us from evil," we are to suppose that it is
offered up by those who stand in the relation of children to the Lord.
When such men present this petition to the Lord, we must remind
you that the internal state is not altered by the evil which surrounds
them; they do not pray as those who expect that they may finally
perish; they do not pray as some, perhaps, would interpret this petition, that God would take them out of their state of nature, and bring
them into a state of grace. No unbelieving man ever offered up such
a prayer as this. I hold it to be certain, that when a man is led to
desire the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation, that
the Lord has already done a great work in his, soul. No man will
pray for an appehension of divine things, but the man who is under
the teaching of the Holy Ghost. When a believer says to God,
"Deliver us from evil," we suppose him to be a man who has been
made most quick and sensitive as to the nature of the evils to which
he is exposed. We suppose that he is a man whose mind and understanding have been enlightened in spiritual things, and who has learned
to know the danger to which his spiritual state is exposed from evil,
and the damage that may be done to his profession as a Christian
man.
In the first place, then, we look upon the world around us as the
great theatre of evil. We need hardly tell you how the Scripture
abounds with declarations of the evil which nrevails in the world. We
need scarcely remind you that it was on th~ first entrance of sin that
evil seemed to pour in like a flood. When we considered the subject
of temptation, we told you that the great agent of evil is the devil.
It is he who walks through the length and breadth of the earth, and
who sets himself to disturb the hearts of God's people.
The definite article being used in the Greek in this petition, many
have been led to think that it means, "Deliver us from the evil one."
We hold it to be unnecessary to confine it to the agent of evil; we
would rather consider the evil at large (whatever it may be) that is
enacted through the agency of this most mysteriolls and active spirit,
called in Scripture the devil.
The character of the world in which we live is given in the first chapter
of Galatian~, where, speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostle says,
Who gave Himself for us, that He might deliver us from this present
evil world." Again, in 1 John v. 19, where a contrast is drawn between
the people of the Lord and the world at large, the Apostle says, " We
are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedne3s," or, "in the
wicked one." Here is, then, the position in which the believing man
is placed, and he cannot escape from it. The devil never made a
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greater handle of error, than in leading men to suppose that they
could shelter themselves from the evil of this world by withdrawing
from the providential sphere in· which the Lord had placed them.
When St. Paul warns his Corinthian brethren against such intereourse
as should be damaging to their spiritual condition, he says, Mark, I
do not tell you that you are to abstain from all communication with
the gross livers of this world, as if you were never to see such people,
nor to speak with them, because "then must ye needs go out of the
world." Here is, then, the condition of a godly man: he is in a
world that is full of evil; the men who are in it are, for the most
part (indeed, altogether, until acquainted with the Gospel), the devil's
agents and instruments of evil: it is he that stirs up men to infidelity,
to blasphemy, against God; it is he that stirs up men to introduce
errors into Christendom; it is he that stirs up men to opposition
against the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The man of God is in
the world-a world scarred, and marked, and stained with the evil
that is in it; and therefore it is laid down expressly, in the fourth
chapter of James, that" whosoever will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God." Again, in the first chapter of the same Epistle
when the Apostle is speaking of what the walk and conduct of a Christian man ought to be, in order that God may be glorified, he sums
it all up in these words, "And keep himself unspotted from the
world."
Dear brethren, we have often told you that this world belongs to
the Lord, and that it is preserved for the Lord's people; but they are,
nevertheless, taught to pray that they may be delivered from the evil
that is in it. Many a time have the hearts of God's people been
drawn out to Him in earnest supplicat.ion, under the pressure of some
personal calamity, or some relative affliction. It is their precious
privilege to enter into His presence, as members of the body of Jesus,
and to pray that they may be delivered from the evil which presses
upon them.
There is a second head, into which we said that we should divide the
consideration of the evil from which we pray that we may be delivered,
and that is, the evil from within. You remember the character that
is given of the world in the sixth chapter of Genesis; it is there
said that "God saw the wickedness of man, that it was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually." It may oocur to some that this can hardly be
consistent with what we said at the opening of our address-that this
is the prayer of a believing man. It may' be asked, Can it be that
believing men-men of privilege-heirs of eternal life in Christ Jesus
-washed in His bloou-can it be that such men pray to be delivered
from the pressure of evil they feel within 1 We understand the seventh
chapter of Romans to be the experience of a man of God; and if it
was the recorded experience of the Apostle Paul-a man who knew
that he had been rescued from his guilt by the sovereign grace of
God-then, we say, wc see what a creature the man of God is. If
we hlt~ tiIIfe, we couldbriug forward many passages ill_ proof o( this
assertion-that the principle in a believer which we call the flesh, is
never mended and never weakeulilcl; that. it prevails altogelher in an
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unconverted man, and that it is as strong in a converted man at the
end of his Ohristian life as it was at the beginning. You do not
mistake me, as if I said that the man of God lives in sin, as he may
have lived in it in his unconverted state; or that. he delights in the
Ihings he delighted in when he was an unconverted man-no such
Ihing; but this we assert, that the evil principle is altogether distinct
from the principle that is from above, which is called the Spirit;
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit." And for this reason it is that we deem it necesFary to warn Ohristian men against walking carelessly or prayerlessly: for this reason we tell the men of God to buckle on the
whole armour of God; to live near to the Lord Jesus Ohrist; to
seek for the continual outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon the soul.
If we thought, as some do, that this principle of evil is uaily becoming weaker and weaker, then we should deem it to be less necessary
that believing men should pray as much and watch as much as they
did when the Lord first revealed Himself to their souls. Although
the flesh may vary in its mode of harassing the people of God, we
hold it to be a truth that it grieves them to the very last, and
that the man of God has as much need to watch and to pray,
and to seek help from above, the last moment of his life, as he
had on the first day when the Lord brought him to the knowledge
of Himself.
We are told in one place, that "the flesh lusteth against the
Spirit." It is a present act, a continuous act-" the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other." And therefore we believe that a
Ohristian man has need to offer up this petition, that God would
deliver him from the evil that is within him; and we hold it to
be a truth, that if a man were to cloister himself for the remainder
of his days, within the retirement of his own breast he would find
such a warfare, and snch a din, and such tumult there, as would
make him cry out, "Deliver me from evil." He who wrote the
seventh chapter of Romans felt this. He tells us, "I delight in the
law of God after the inward man: bnt I see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members."
Now, brethren, let anyone read the description of the heart of
man that our Lord give us in the seventh chapter of Mark. Let
him read that description, "Out of the heart proceed evil tboughts."
Let him read the long catalogue of evils which follow, and let him
then say, if these things have their lodging-place in the breast of man,
may we not well say, "Deliver us from evil" 1 I do not think that
the believing man is to expect the Lord to root out that evil principle, so that it shall not give him any further trouble. I know what
a Ohristian man feels as to this matter; when he finds one prevailing
evil gaining the mastery, he thinks if that evil could be once conquered, all would be well. He finds the enemy vary in his modes
of harassing. It may be that the youthful lusts give place to the
peevishness, and the selfishness, and the covetousness of old age; but
the principle of evil is the same. I said, I do not believe that tha
E
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man of God expects that these things are not going to give him any
more trouble.
What is the life of a Ohristian ~ "The life." says St. Paul, "which I
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave Himself for me." He meant that under every feeling
of stirring corruption, he lived near to the atoning blood of the
cross; that he felt the evils which were within his breast, and which,
perhaps, no mortal eye could discover; as he felt the harassing of
that principle which is called the flesh, and which was so contrary
to the wisdom of the new mind within him; that under all this he
would keep the answer of a good conscience towards God, through
Jesus Ohrist. And again, that having to contend with the evils that
were in his own breast, he would seek to gain the mastery over
them, not by dint of his own determinations and resolutions, but by
living on the fulness of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, as the Oovenant Head
of His people.
DEGREES IN GLORY.
AN inquiry as to whether Holy Scripture teaches the oft-asserted doctrine
of degrees of blessedness in glory as the result of "good works" may
be thus answered:I. The Doctrine is based upon Arminianism-" To him that worketh
is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt" (Rom. iv. 4), and
"If it be by grace, then is it no more of works; otherwise grace is
no more grace" (Rom. xi. 6).
n. Good works are for the glory of God in our time-state,
"Wisdom being justified of all her children" (Luke vii. 35) ; and for
the benefit of the Ohurch of God in the wilderness. "My goodness
extendet,h not to Thee; but to the saints that are in the earth,
and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight" (Psalm xvi. 2, 3).
IlI. Infinites admit of no degrees; therefore all God's family are
loved alike-decretively in purpose, actually in time, and manifestively
in glory.
"Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me" (John
xvii. 23).
IV. Every truth of God, when revealed to the soul, is designed to
comfOl't and edify the believer. But to grow in the confidence that
we are earning a higher place in the kingdom above by our puny
efforts, or Pharasaic mortifications, is clearly opposed to the Apostolic
injunction, "Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Ohrist" (2 Pet. iii. 18), and contradicts the Spirit's work in the
believer, which leads us "to esteem others better than ourselves."
I trust that the admission of these few remarks may tend to godly
edifying, and not gender strifes.

OHRIST will never leave any whom the Father hath given Him,
until He hath brought them to behold His glory. Let believers learn
to give Christ His will and His way; give Him trust, and give Him
time, and wait patiently.
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FRAGRANT TESTIMONY.
To the Editol' of the Gospel Ma.gazine.
DEAR Sm,-The GOSPEL MAGAZINE still bears on its front, ,. Oomfort
ye, Oomfort ye My people, saith your God." Jehovah is still the
Source, the Fountain, the River through which flow blessings to the
Church of God-a people chosen in eternity, called in this dispensation, will be glorified in Him when the veil is lifted and they behold
Him face to face, glory in redeeming love, and cast their crowns
before Him as Lord of all. My mind has lately, by the force of circumstances, been carried back some sixty years, when there was not
much difficulty in hearing the Gospel j now Sacerdotalism is the subject our clergy dwell on, instead of Ohrist the Power of God, and
the Wisdom of God. Your GOSPEL MAGAZINE still circulates even to
The people of God are still a distinct
remote portions of our earth.
people, a scattered people, hungering after the truth as it is in Jesus,
not the substitute from Rome. They love not a Yea and Nay Gospel,
but a Yea and Amen Gospel, to the glory of the Triune J ehovab.
May I take the liberty, as well as enjoy the privilege, through the
coming year of sending you "Extracts" which cannot fail to comfort
some of your readers, and to build up others 1 Very faithfully yours,
December 2nd, 1895.
V. P. H.
EXTRACT.
Redemption is the grand theme of Divine Revelation, Redemption
by the blood of the glorious Person of Incarnate J ehovah; the most
deeply interesting, the most highly important of all subjects which
can be presented to the mind of an intelligent creature. It is a subject by which the angels themselves gather fresh discoveries of the
wonders of that Being, who in His own essential perfections is the
Invisible God. He comes forth so as to be understood in part and
in measure by His intelligent creatures, in the various acts of His
creating power and providential care and goodness. But when He
would disclose all His glory, when He would make known all the
perfections of His Being, it is as a God in Ohrist-a God who is the
Redeemer and Sanctifier of His people-One who can take such creatures as we are from the midst of our guilt and our pollution,
and make us vessels of mercy and meet to be partaken of His glory.
Redemption makes known more of God's mystery, the mystery of
His own Being, the mystery of His own perfections, the glory of all
His attributes, than any work which God Himself has ever achieved,
or any work which He has ever presented to the notice of His
rational creatures. If we would see the glory of God, we are told
where it is to be found, even in the face of Jesus Ohrist. Now this is
the grand characteristic of every individual who is savingly taught by
the Holy Ghost, He separates that individual, in intellect and in
affections, from all the other orders and ranks of the human race. It
is the grand criterion of the work of the Holy Spirit, who glorifies
Ohrist by revealing this Redeemer to the hearts of His people, and
E 2
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maKing this Saviour, in His Person and in His work, precious to their
souls. (See 1 Peter ii. 3, 4.) Oh, how important then does this
subject become individually to ourselves. Do we, in the light and
teaching of that Spirit, who alone can guide God's children into all
truth-do we perceive, have we ever welcomed to our own hearts the
glory of God as manifested in Jesus ~ Has this mystery not only been
displayed in the page of Divine revelation, but displayed in its power
to our own hearts, so that we can lay hold on it, and proclaim it to
be all our salvation and all our desire ~
V. P. H.
THOUGHTS ON A TRAM-CAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER,-You have heard, no doubt, of the electric trams
running from Old Market Street to Kingswood. I went on one of
them on Saturday last, and was not only interested· and pleased with
the engineering skill, but found in it a parable full of suggestion as
to Christian life and work.
There was the tram carefully built for useful travelling and work t
there were the lines laid down on which the tram must run; there
was a wondrous invisible power in the electric wire above, just suited
and ready to act upon and move the tram; but there must be a
connection between the tram and the power, or the power could not
accomplish its end, nor the tram answer the purpose for which it was
built. There was evidently a designed capacity for a union, and an abiding
union, between the tram and the power, but no ability; so the conductor adjusted the "arm" of the tram to take hold, and keep hold,
of the electric wire. When the union was once formed, I noticed that
it was sustained every step of the way to the journey's end.
I fancied that if the electricity could speak to the tram, it might
say, "Without me, ye can do nothing." And if the tram, with its
connection, sure and abiding, could speak to the electricity, it might
bay, "I can do all things through that which strengthens me. I can
go up hill or down hill t fast or slow, as the conductor pleases; against
wind and storm, as well as in sunshine and calm."
I am quite sure that you will not say, "What mean ye by this
parable 1" True Christians are "His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them." The lines of eternal truth are clearlv laid
along which our service lies. There is wondrous power in God, "suited
and ready to move us to effective work but there must be a connection
by faith, in order that the power may flow into us and through us.
Of ourselves, we cannot make or preserve this connection, but the
Lord the Spirit is here for this very end. Well indeed would it
be for us if we were as yielding to the Spirit's guiding as the arm of
the tram to the hand of the conductor. It is only as abiding in
Ohrist, and He abiding in us (as the electricity was conveyed to, abides
in, and operates upon the tram), that we call fulfil the purpose of God
in our being.-I am, dear Brother, very affectionately yours,
B1'istol, October 2'2nd, 1895.
B H. WELCHMAN.
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"THEM THAT ARE LAID TO SLEEP BY JESUS."
(1

'rHltSSALONIANS

iv. 14.)

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-The above rendering of Paul's words of
eomfort to the Thessalonians, concerning "them also which sleep in
J esui," was sent to us by a clergyman in the south of England, and
brought a sweet ray of light and comfort to our sorrowing hearts
when my beloved father was called from us.
These words were passed on to one in the north, in a letter of
sympathy in his double bereavement, in the course of a few days,
and much as they comforted him, he was curious to know their
origin. This caused a great searching, and the words were passed on
to Leicester, probably becoming the last thought uppermost in dear
FANNY COLEMAN'S mind; for although in health when we asked her
the passage, in four short days she, too, was laid to sleep by Jesus!
but still their origin was .not found. Others very kindly searched in
vain, until :t subsequent visit to Harbourne brought to light the hidrlen
passagE', and from several books your valued correspondent, "NETTlE,"
gathered out the following renderings, and which I gladly transcribe
here for the benefit of your readers:" So also will God bring those laid to sleep by Jesus with Him" (J esusso the order and balance of the members of the Greek sent.ence require
us to translate). Believers are laid in sleep by Jesus, and so will be
brought back from sleep with Jesus in His train when He comes. The
disembodied souls are not here spoken of; the reference is to the
sleeping bodies. The facts of Christ's experience are repeated in the
believers: He died, and then rose; so believers shall die, and then
rise with Him. But in His case death is the term used (1 Cor.
xv. 3, 6, &c.); in theirs, sleep, because His death has taken for them the
sting from death. The same Hand that shall raise them is that which
laid them to sleep.
'Laid to sleep by Jesus I answers to 'dead in
Christ' (verse 16)." So writes the Rev. A. R. FAUSSET, M.A., in The
Portable Commentary.
And the Rev. J. R. MAcDuFF, in his book, Em-ly Graves, upon
the same passage, writes: "The words of the verse we are now pondering may bear one beautiful rendering we have before alluded to (see
Wicklijfe, Cranmer, and Rheims Vel'sion),-' Them also whioh are laid
to sleep by Jesus' ; a rendering which, amongst others, suggests two comforting thoughts, two most gracious whispers from those voices of
heavenly comfort, namely,-first, that the hour of our death is appointed
by Jesus-that we are laid to sleep by Him; . . . . and, secondly, that
the body belongs to Christ. . ."
I need add no more. The words speak for themselves, and to
those bereaved hearts may bring many a comfortable thought concerning their beloved ones, so tenderly, lovingly laid to sleep by Jesus.
Your kindness will find a corner for this letter in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE,
Believe me to be, yours very truly,
RUTH COWELL.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Edito'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I beg to send the following letters, in the hope that
you will kindly accord them a space in the Magazine.
FROM THE THAMES CHURCH MISSION.

I thank you most heartily for the parcel of Magazines so kindly sent
by you for our work on the river. We are especially grateful for them
at this season. We try to make up six boxes every Saturday to send to
our lay missional'ies on the river, but we can seldom manage three or
four. If people generally knew how eagerly the reading matter was
sought for by the sailors, I think they would seud their Magazines, &c.,
when read by themselves.
FROM AN IRISH SOLDIERS' HOME.

Your papers are gladly welcomed in hospital and married quarters,
and are a great help to the work here. I find it so bard to supply the
demand for books and papers. I am sorry to say I do not know of any
definite convt'rsious through their means, as it is not easy always to
trace blessing, but I am sure that many men who read them in hospital,
have afterwards come to the Home and come out brightly on the
Lord's side. We just go on sowing the seed, and shall one day see
all the far-reaching l'esults of each effort put forth in His name.
With grateful thanks for your kind help, and trusting that the Lord of
the harvest may abundantly bless your work amongst the Army and
Navy.
Thanking you for your kindness, I am, very faithfully yours,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisb1lry, Decembe1' 7th, 1895.
A GREAT SURPRISE.
d

Fm' as a snare shall it come upon all those who dwell upon the face of

all the earth."-LuKE xxi, 35.
THE day of the Lord will be a great and sudden surprise to many.
They are referred to here as those who sit (TOUt; Wel'JfJ.ErOVt;) upon
the earth.
That means those who mind earthly things, who do
not care for spiritual or heavenly things, and who, loving the world
and the things of the world, sit and settle down as comfortably as
possible on earth.
They are like the rich fool; or like the harlot,
"I sit a queen, a,nd shall see no sorrow" (Rev. xviii. 7). A great and
sudden surprise awaits all such. The day of the Lord will "come as
a snare." Read Isaiah xxiv. 17, &c. Think of other examples. The
deluge was a great surprise.
So was the burning of Sodom.
The
flood and fire suddenly came and took all away who had settled down
as sinners amid the pleasures and poIlutions of earth (Luke xvii. 26-30).
The investment and capture of Jerusalem by the Romans was a
great surprise. The coming of a thief in the night is a great surprise. When" one shall be taken and another left," there will be
great surprise. "Even thus shall it be when the Son of Man is
revealed."
Believers are exhorted to provide against a surprise:
"Take heed to yourselves, lest that day come upon you unawares."
Let us therefore watch, wait, work, and be ready!
R. OORNALL.
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A MONTHLY REOORD.
AFFAIRS in Turkey seem to be in a sad state still, and there is very
little hope of improvement so long as the present Sultan rules, or acts
He has at last conaccording to the advice of his court advisers.
sented to the demand of the Allied Powers that additional men of
war should be allowed to pass through the Dardanelles, as 'guardships, but he has only consented to this with very bad grace, and
after making as much delay as he possibly could. It is said that a
large portion of his subjects are utterly tired of his rule, and that they
are ready to revolt at any moment. Meanwhile the poor harassed
Armenians are in a pitiful condition; thousands upon thousands of
them are wandering in the woods and upon the mountains, exposed
to bitter wintry weather, homeless and starving. How much wickedness and misery there are in the world! Well may the people of
God long for the time when their King shall return in the fulness of
His power, and cause that wickedness and misery to cease.
The Italians have suffered a severe reverse in Abyssinia. A portion
of their army there was attacked by overwhelming numbers, and one
thousand of their officers and soldiers are said to be killed or missing.
The Italians are endeavouring to make up for their reverse by sending out additional reinforcements, but the finances of their country
are in such an unsatisfactory state, that this must be a very unwelcome and burdensome drain upon their resources, and it appears as
if the efforts which they are making to extend their colonial possessions are at present doing them more harm than good.
King KHAMA and his brother African chiefs have left our shores,
and they seem to have been exceedingly pleased with their visit to
this country. They were permitted, just before their departure, to
have an interview with Her Majesty the Queen, at Windsor Oastle,
and this appears to have especially gratified them. One of them is
reported as having said: ., Now when we return, we shall be able to
tell our people that England has truly a QUEEN, for we have seen
her face and spoken with her; and we can show her presents. Her
Majesty is charming; she has a kind face and a sweet voice. I have
long desired to see the chief of so many millions, as my father did
before me, but I have seen her now, and shall go back home contented." As for Windsor Oastle, they declared: "It is far beyond
anything we have ever seen. We could not imagine such grandeur.
We bave seen incalculable wealth. The Bank of Eugland has great
wealth, but Windsor Odstle, too, is riches made beautiful. In every
room there was gold" The Queen seems to have been-as usual
-very gracious to her dark-skinned guests, and she gave them a
short address, in which she said: "I am glad to see the chiefs,
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and to know that they love my rule. I confirm the settlement of
their case which my Minister has made. I approve of the provision
Hxcluding strong drink from their coun~ry. I feel strongly in this
matter, and am glad to see that the chiefs have determined to keep
80 great a curse from the people. The chiefs must obey my Minister
and my High Commissioner. I thank them for the presents which
they have made to me, and I wish for their prosperity and that of
their people." Her Majes~y then presented to each of the chiefs a
New Testament in the Sechuana language, emblazoned wi~h the Royal
Arms, together with a photograph of herself, and Indian shawls for
their wives.
Influential deputations have waited upon the Government, and
placed before them the posi~ion and claims of the voluntary elementary
day-schools, earnestly pleading that more considerat,ion should be shown
towards them than has been shown for some time past., The late
Government was very unmerciful in its treatment of these schools,
forcing many harassing requirements upon them, and compelling them
to undertake expenditure which was far beyond their limited means.
If this treatment had gone on much longer, the voluntary schools would
have been swamped, and a large number of extra Board schools would
have had to be provided to take their place. Thus the already heavy
burdens of the ratepayers would have been immensely increased. It is
only just and fair that the voluntary schools should be treated with more
consideration. But the Romanists, headed by Cardinal VAUGHAN, have
issued a manifesto, which contail13, not a moderate appeal for the just
treatment of their schools, bu~ a demand founded upon what they
call, "the common ground of justice and equity," that the same pa)ment shall be made out of public funds for their schools as is now
given from that source to the Board schools; or, in other words, they
demand that the whole cost of the maintenance of their denominational schools shall be defrayed by the State, whilst they are still
to have practically the whole control of those schools, and they are
to be permitted to appoint and to pay the teachers, to prescribe the
course of religious instruction which is to be given outside the time
devoted to secular instruction, and to manage them as they like.
Surely such a demand as this-which no other religious body in our
land would dare to mltke-ought to open the eyes of our people to
the ex~ravagant and unwarrantable pre~ensions of Romanism, and it
ought to give them some idea of what its proceedings and demands
would be if it were a dominant power amongst us.
The late BISHOP OF CHICHESTER, who recently died at the advanced
age of ninety-three years, left a remarkable document behind him. It was a
charge, which he intended to deliver to a diocesan conference, which
"vas arranged to meet at Worthing, but which was put off owing to
1 he Bishop's sudden death.
In this charge the Bishop protests in the
IlIost solemn way against the practices and the false teaching of Ritualists,
and he shows that they are really the same as the practices and the
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teaching of Romanism. But, alas! during his long episcopate, lasting
for twenty-five years, the Bishop himself practically countenanced those
very men whose proceedings he-in this his last charge-condemns,
and he promoted them, and others who were in avowed sympathy with
them, again and again. Several of the bishops of the Established
Church have been doing, 'and seem still to be doing, the same thing.
Can they realize what is the effect of their conduct 1 or are they tools
in the hands of cunning Jesuits, who work behind the scenes 1 The
Bishop says in his charge :-" In the earlier days of the Oxford
Movement, and the years that followed, the defections to Rome came
from those who had belonged to the Evangelical party. It is not so
now, With scarce an exceptir;m, the converts to Rome are gathered from the
churches which adopt a ceTemonial and system of teaching most in accordance
with Roman usages and doctrine. The inference cannot be resisted that
the way to Rome is thus prepared and made easy. The familiar
phraseology is not that of our Reformed Ohurch. Holy Communion is
known as the Mass. We hear of the Sacrifice, but never of the
Sacrament. The idea of Oommunion is suppressed, and the sacrificial
aspect of the Holy Eucharist alone magnified. The doctrine of sacrifice
is so taught that it can scarcely be distinguished from Transubstantiation. If a Bishop should venture to call on one of these extremists
to conform to the laws and customs of the Ohurch, and to submit to
his admonitions, or to remind him of the oath of obedience which he
has more than once taken, the Bishop is told that the Oanon Law is
still in full force, and so binding on the conscience of the clergy that
whatsoever it requires is of absolute and perpetual obligation. With
such principles, loyalty to the Ohurch of England is impossible, and,
indeed, for all practical purposes, does not exist.
What wonder if,'
with such a ritual before their eyes, such doctrines authoritatively
announced, men are tempted to cross the slight and almost invisible
boundary, and seek in the R<lman Ohurch the reality of which this
new-fangled Anglican system is but a feeble imitation 1" The Bishop
goes on to say that such novelties and teaching ought to be brought
to the test of God's Word, and to be contrasted wit,h the practices
and teaching of the Reformers, but he adds-memorable words !-" I
know but too well that m'guments from these q1larters would be laughed to
.scorn." What an admission! He concludes, after further advice and
exhortations: "This it is my duty to proclaim, and I could desire no
better opportunity. 'I speak unto wise men; judge ye what I say.'''
An earnest appeal, indeed; a voice, as it were, from the grave; but
what effect will it have upon the men to whom it refers 1 No effect
whatever,; it comes too late.
WHEN mariners upon the main sea do wani; marks to direct them
by in their course of sailing, they then take their mark (which is the
surest) from the heavens. In like manner, for us all that are runners
in this race, our surest mark to direct us by is to look up to Jesus,
whose habitation is in heaven, who will preserve us safely all our
whole journey, unto the port of Paradise, whom truly to follow, as to
know, is everlasting life.-John Atkins, 1624.
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Robert and Louisa St~wart, in Life and in Death.

By MARY E. WATSON.
London: Marshall Brothers.
REMINISCENCES of the Martyrs of Kucheng, in China, with interesting
particulars of their work. Faithful unto death, their fearlessnel:ls and
zeal will probably have the effect of stirring up other workers to follow
in their steps, and again the saying will be proved to be true, "The
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church." Doctor MEARS, who
travelled and r~sided for some years in the part of China where they
laid down their lives, writes:Knowing intimately, as I did, the late Rev. R. STEWART, I am fully
persuaded that he would be the last man to do anything to excite the
animosity of any of the natives. When I reached China, he had been
for some time invalided at home. Yet everywhere the people-not one
or two, but scores-spoke of him with a loving respect, and a most
genuine desire for his return. In Kucheng, round him he had upwards
of two thousand native Ohristians, and over five hundred regular eommunicants, all these last being men who had been well tested by at least
two years' probation. The Vegetarians d:ued not attack hi:.u there.
They waited till he had left the city, as he would do at the beginning
of August, on account of the heat, and had gone with the majority of
the Europeans to the littb sanatorium of the Kucheng missionaries,
four hours' journey off among the hills. Hardly had he taken possession
of one of the two or three small bungalows there, where he and the
others were far remote from any assistance, except that of a few terrified
villagers, when the assassins crept up in the darkness, just before dawn,
fired the house, prodded their victims as they rushed out, and promptly
scattered, not waiting to attack the other bungalows, a few hundred
yallds further off, where the few foreigners were already aroused. Mr.
STEWART was in every way a thorough man, whom to meet was to
respect and love-a man without fear, and without fanaticism. Such
men-men like LIVINGSTONE,. MACKAY of Uganda, and others-are the
pioneers who clear the way for British influenc;r,- civilization, and
religion, whose lives are an example to every man, and whose deaths are
losses to the nation.
.
The names of the missionaries who were massacred at Kucheng were
Mr. and Mrs. STEWART, Miss HESSIE NEWCOMBE, Miss ELSIE MARSHALL, Miss FL"RA Lucy STEWART, Miss M. A. C. GORDON, Miss H.
E. SAUNDERS, Miss E. M. SAUNDERS, two younger children of Mr.
and Mrs. STEWART, and their faithful and devoted nurse, HELENA
YELLOP. The following letter, written by Miss HESSIE NEWCOMBE,
who seems to have been greatly beloved, gives a graphic picture of
the work in which they were engaged when they were thus suddenly
called to "go up higher" : .
A VISIT TO A MOUNTAIN VILLAGE.
The many friends at home who have followed with prayerful interest
the history of the Fuhkien Mission must have been painfully struck with
the fact that while many men had tUl'ned from idols to God, the women
as a body, were almost untouched. This state of things is the result
of the peculiar customs and babits of the Ohinese, which make it an
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imperative necessity for women to be reached by women. But now the
country has been opened by the missionaries and catechists, there is an
open field for tb.e ladies to go in and sow seed; yea, even to gather grain
to lay at the Master'R feet. Perhaps a shol t account of a recent visit
which my sister and I paid to one little lonely spot, will best illustrate
the truth of this statement. It would be hard to find a place more
picture~quely situated, and more utterly out of the world, than the little
village of Du-ling (Bamboo forest), about fourteen miles from this city
(Kucheng), which we visited for the fir~t time on November 2nd. The path
leading to it wound round and round the mountain side; far beneath us
the river meandered in and 'OJl,.t through the wide plain, where many of
the fields were still laden with golden grain, though some had already
been shorn of their beauty. All around us we were surrounded by the
luxurious vegetation of a tropical climate. Groves of graceful bamboos,
contrasting with the dark pines towering above them. Trees of every
shade, from deepest crimson to palest golden tinge, lovely clinging mosses,
ferns, and wild flowers, combined to form a picture of rare beauty. For
utter loneliness and wildness it reminded us most of the walk from
Keswick to Wastwater, where, just as here, we seemed utterly hemmed in by
the mountains. We arrived at thfl village (built right on the mountain
side) about 1 p.m.; and, as there was no catechist living there, nor
any chapel, the coolies put down our chairs just outside the village.
The first time a thing like this occurs, you do feel rather a peculiar
sensation, that is, at least, if you are possessed of those troublesome
things called" nervI's." Here you are in a strange place, not knowing
exactly what to do, or where to go. You cannot ask for one particular
person by his surname, as probably all the inhabitants of the same
locality have the same surname, and in the meantime an inquisitive
crowd gathers round you. However, by this time we have got accustomed
to this sort of thing, and we just ask to be brought to some Christian's
honse. One woman immediately constituted herself our guide, and led
us at once to the house, a room in which was used for chapel on
Sundays. Here the women soon gathered in numbers, and after dinner,
while INIE and the Bible-woman remained outside with the greater
number, I took a few into our little" Prophet's Chamber," the furniture
of which was as follows: a bed, consisting of boards laid on two forms.
and covered with straw; a table; and one form fastened to the wall. I
expect Elisha's room had the additional attraction of cleanliness, which
this certainly lacked. But these things made little impression on me at
the time. That hour was one of the happiest in my life, for there were
seeking souls hungry for the" Bread of Life." Th.·y did not stop me
to ask a single one of the usual questions of age, family, &c. All they
knew, even the most enlightened among them, of thfl Christian doctrine
amounted simply to this: that there was one great God, who made them
and heaven and earth and all things, and who wanted them to worship
Him instead of idols, which could not help them. But, poor people, they
were so eager to learn more. I can scarcely describe the awe that comes
over one at such a time; you feel that God Himself is in the midst. I
kept praying all the time for the right words to be given, and from the
first, I think they understood almost every word, repeating it after me. How
earnestly and attentively they listened, as by the help of the little black
and white card, I tried to teach them sometbing of sin, and the Saviour,
who came to save them, and make them holy! Just as I thought they
must be getting tired, INIE knocked at the door, asking me to come
out and play the concertina, saying that in the outt:r room the women
had been just as eager to listen. 1 played, and sang, .. Jesus. loves me,"
over and over again, and they soon joined in. INIE asked Ithem a
few simple questions, and they gave ready answers, showing how the
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previous lesson had been taken in and understood. That evening four
or five of them learnt Miss MARSH'S prayer, printed on the back of
Mrs, GRIMKE'S cards. NeIt morning (Saturday), as our house was up
above tb.e village, we went down to one of bhe houses below. Here the
women gathered in such numbers that we had no opportunity of
individual talking. The noise was sometimes almost deafening, but the
,concertina generally created a lull. It is sometimes hard to remember
that it is from such sowing times are gathered the few earnest ones,
who afterwards come one by one to learn more. One thing which
greatly pleased us was, the readiness with which those who knew a
little themselves tried to teach others. In the afternoon some of the
women came again, asking us to teach them, and it certainly is true
that God does open their understanding. They asked me to teach them
the CI'eed, and I W<i,S perfectly amazed how they took in its meaning.
Even when we came to the "Communion of Saints," they seemed to
see at once that as ChriEltians we became as sisters, having the one
great F",ther and the one'1!great Saviour to talk to each other about.
That evening we had a prayer-meeting in Martha's house, as I surnamed
her. She certainly was a character! A middle-aged woman, with a fat,
good-humoured face, possessed of ceaseless energy, both of hands and
tongue. The former she fortunately used in the unusual business of
keeping her house clean, as well as in dragging women by main force
to listen, and then preparing all kinds of dainties, which she heaped
upon both willing and unwilling guests. Her words poured forth like
torrents. We always felt thankful if we could just catch the drift of
the long oration. Yet she was so eager to learn, and to get others to
learn; we felt she was, indeed, a friend, and yet one of those who give
you a slightly uneasy feeling, as you are not quite sure what extra,ordinary thing she may do next.
But. this village has also its Mary.
How we were drawn together those few days! A quiet, grave young
woman, EO gentle and earnest, who seemed to drink in every word, and
think it all over in her own mind. I expect much from her infiueRce
in the future,
On Sunday a great many came over from the adjoining village, where,
as yet, there are neither Christians nor inquirers. But we are praying
that the light which cannot be hid may soon spread to them also. One
woman li.tened very attentively, and said she would come again. We
visited the village in the afternoon. At first it seemed useless to try
and talk to such a crowd as had assembled, but INIE at last gained the
attention of a few. She no.ticed the fixed gaze of one young opiumsmoker in the background, and it was~ry interesting to find the same
young man coming and spending the whole of the next morning with
-one of the Christians. On Monday afternoon I went down with the
Bible-woman to Martha's house. At this time of the year the women
are very busy drying and sunning their rice, so that it is hard to get
them together, but Mary fLnd one or two others came up. Martha did
not at first appear, and I soon found, to my cost, that she was on
hospitality intent, as in about half-an-hour she appeared, triumphantly
carrying some soft, red cakes, that looked like soap, but were re3,1ly
made of rice cooked in oil. Out of common politeness, of course I had
to eat a little. That hour I enjoyed so much. The Bible-woman read
and explained from our little catechism on the "Life of our Lord," and
I found out the references in the Bible, Mary reading them after me.
When we came to the history of our Lord's sufferings I read it straight
from the Bible. Never before had it all seemed so real to myself aB
then when I saw how they felt it. Mary shuddered all over when it
came to the crown of thorns, the spitting, and the scourging, and she
said, over and over again, "And He suffered it all willingly for us!
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Truly we should love Him and try to please Him." Wben I asked her,
wOllld IIIhe not try and tell others the good news, she said so earnestly,
that indeed she would.
Now, dear friends, why have I written all this? First of all, because
I do want you so much to pray earnestly, perseveringly, and believingly
for those young Du-ling Christians. You ca.n have no idea of the awful
temptations a.nd difficulties by which they are surrounded. Satan's
power is tremendous in this land, but our God is strong to deliver. Oh,
do pray for them! "Satan to Jesus must bow." Then 1 want you to
pray that the eagerness ,to learn may soon be the rule, not, alii now,
the exception. This is the Holy Spirit's work.
"Pray louder, pray longer, for the great gift of fire,
To come down on these hearts with its whirlwind of grace."
The Master came to seek and save the lost. Dear sisters, ask yourselves,
are you, as He was, seeking thtl lost? Surely if any are the lost ones
it is these poor women, led captive by Satan! at his will. Oh, for hearts
la.id low at the Master's feet! Oh, for burnt lips which will only cry,
"Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" Tben soon, Vf>ry soon, our
Kin~, Jesus, would reign triumphantly in this land.-HEsSIE NEw- •
COMBE.

l'he Acts of the Spirit,. as set forth in the Acts of the Apostles. By
Aln'HUR T. PIERS ON, D.D., Author of Many Infallible ProlJfs,
&c.

London: Morgan and Scott.

THE Author here summarizes the revelation which is contained in
the Book of the Acts of the Apostles of the Holy Spirit, in twelve
particulars, viz.:1. His character as the promised Paraclete, the ascension gift of tbe
Father to the Son. and of the Son to tbe Church which He purchased
with His own blood. 2. His descent from Heaven, and advent among
believers, in four representative OUtpOUl'ingS: at Jerusalem, at Sa.maria,
at Cresarea among Romans, and at Ephesus among Gl eeks. 3. His
power working in His witnesses in unction and utterance, for preaching and prophesying, in many tongues and tongues of fire; in fulneos
of grace and boldness of testimony in the face of resolute foes. 4. His
Personality and Individuality, Divinity and Deity, so that He is the one
and only true "Yicar of Christ," of whom it can rightfully be said
that He, "as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing Himself that
He is God." 5. His Divine agency and activity in bringing to birth the
Church, the body of Christ, adding believers to the Lord, multiplying
them greatly, and ma,king a great company of the priests obedient to
the faith. 6. His presence and presidency in the Church, making elders
His overseers, deacons His distributors of bounty, and all truly
obedient souls His subordinates and servants; and deigning to act as a
fellow-counsellor in a Church-council, sealing its deliverances with His
sanction. 7. His co-witness with Christ to believers, and with believers
to the world; ttstifying to disciples, in them, and through them;
glorifying Christ, by taking of Christ's and showing to them, and then
attesting and approving their word of witness by mighty works and
wonders. 8. His individual leading and dealing, His love for inquiring
souls, and His guidance of His appointed teachers, bringing an inquirer
and a teacher into ilaving contact; designating by name His chosen
messengers to the Gentiles, separating them and sending them forth,
then l'estraining and constraining them as to their fields of labour. 9.
His power over hearers, so that they were pricked 01' cut to the heart
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by the sword of the Spirit; demonstrating the truth, convincing of sin,

oi righteousness, and of judgment; making men to tremble; leading
them to repent, believe, and be baptized; to confess their deeds, renounce
their curious arts, and burn their costly books before all men. 10. His
holy jealousy for honesty, and for His own honour, punishing those
who lied to the Holy Ghost, and agreed to tempt Him by defrauding
Him of devoted things; avenging such insults to His Divine Person
by instant judgments, so that great fear came not only upon the
Church, but upon as many as heard these things. 11. His paraclesis,
or complete administration in the body of Christ, so that the Word
of God increased, the Church had rest, was both multiplied and edified,
and saints continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in breaking of bread, aDd in prayers, and were of one heart and
one soul. 12. His impartations and revelations to disciples, increasing
their faith and joy in Himself, teaching them what they should speak,
and anointing them for faithful utterance; making them strong to
serve or suffer, and so filling them that they could not but speak,
and rejoiced to suffer shame for His name.
In addition to an this, Dr. PIERSON adds:We ha,Te found here a promise of another time of refreshing, depen'dent, not on the ab,ence, but on the presence of the Lord; a "latter
rain," when the Spirit shall be poured out on all flesh, and all things
shall be fulfilled which were spoken by all His holy prophets since the
world began.
By B. H. N. Second Edition.
Houlston and Sons.

Recollections of John Grace.

London:

ALTHOUGH this work is already known in a wide circle of truthloving Christians, we take an opportunity of again dirpcting attention
to its Christ-exalting pages. It is now upwards of thir~y years since
the late Mr. GRACE, of Brighton, left the Church Militant to join
the Church Triumphant, yet his memory continues fragrant in the
memories of those who either regularly attended his faithful ministry,
or heard his instructive expositions of God's Word from time to time.
The compiler of the volume under notice, who prefers to remain
anonymous, has furnished the people of God with a feast of fat
things, his choice of Mr. GRACEoS sermons and letters, together with
numerous anecdotes of his life and ministry, being marked by sound
sense, good taste, and spiri~ual discrimination.
We meet with the
names of many honoured servants of Christ-of whom few are now
living-iu the course of the Recollections, and there is felt to
be a sacred fellowship with those kindred spirits in the things of
the kingdom. Mr. GRACE was no ordinary man, and his useful
ministry may well be held in remembrance by all who love to trace
the footsteps of the flock.
He was a "pastor" in the truest sense,
one of a type which, it is to be feared, is becoming increasingly scarce
in these times of superficial Christianity. The author has added
copious footnotes to his pages, enlarging, with mllCh profit, on the
allusions made in Mr. GRACE'S letters to persons, places, and incidents.
Frequent references are made to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and its beloved
Editor, Dr. DOUDNEY.
Perhaps the last-named fact may serve to
induce some of the Lord's people who have not read the work to procure it, and to pass it on to others.
May the blessing of the Spirit;
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of grace and truth richly rest upon this choice record of the devoted
life and labours of one who was indeed a workman that "needed
not to be ashamed," for he rightly divided the Word of truth, and
clearly discriminated between ., the precious and the vile."
Loved and Chastened: being an Autobiography of ROBERT PARMINTER
KNILL, Minister of the Gospel. Preface by Mr. THOMAS HULL.
London: E. Wilmshurst.

THIS is the life of a tried and true servant of Ohrist, a minister of
the Gospel of the grace of God, who, havinp; peraonally done business
in deep experimental waters, was "apt to teach" others, and to
interpret for them the wondrous ways of the Spirit, in the souls of
men. Mr. HULL, of Hastings, has prefixed to the little book some
appreciative onservations, and we heartily wif;h God-speed to these
interesting memorials of a true successor of the Apostles. If N onconformist pulpits generally were filled with such experimental
preachers of the old-fashioned truths of the Word, the "Down
Grade" movement would speedily disappear, and the worldliness which
characterizes the rank and file of the modern Nonconformist community
would hide its head. But pastors of Mr. KNILL'S pattern are the
" gift" of our ascended Lord, and His withholding a supply of such
men may betoken His chastising hand. The golden candlesticks are
still under the control of Him whose eyes are as a flame, and whose
feet are like unto burnished brass.
Monthly Messages. Twelve Discourses by THOMAS BRADBURY.
don: Hon. Sec. of the Publishing Oommittee, Oamberwell.

Lon-

THE worthy successor of J OSEPH IRONS, in the pulpit of Grove Chapel,
has, in the twelve expositions before us, delivered as many faithful.
truthful, and Ohrist-exalting "messages"; and we· entertain no doubt
that the Puhlishing Oommittee will meet with the encouragement they
desire in their laudable effort to spread the knowledge of the pure
Gospel of the sovereign grace of God as set forth in this well-printed
and neatly-bound volume. Mr. BRADBUltY, as a preacher, needs no
commendation from us. Although we grieve to hear occasionally that
his health is far from being strong, no trace of decadence, either
mental or spiritual, is anywhere discernible in his recently pilblished
discourses, and we trust his precious life and labours will be long
granted to his attached and united flock.
The Sword and Trowel. London: Passmore and Alabaster.
THIS is one of the few monthlies we delight to consult, for, ever since
its inception, it has sounded with unfaltering lip the clear note of a
free-grace Gospel, and proclained liberty to poor captive sinners through
the ransom-blood of the Lamb of God only. The" Sword" has lost
none of its sacred keenness, nor the "Trowel" any of its edifying
usefulne3s, although other hands now wield both. The manly Ohristianity
of the late OHARLES HADDON SPURGEON survives, we rejoice to note,
in the well-arranged pages of the Tabernacle monthly. Some of the
literary contributions are remarkable for their originality, force, and
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suggestiveness. The Old Book is still honoured, the old theology is
asserted, the work of Christ is exalted, the realities of spiritual
experience are in right proportion insisted upon, while the necessity of
"good fruit," as the practical effect of Divine life in the heart, is duly
emphasized.
ChTonicles of a Chequend Pathway. An Autobiography. By EDWARD
CARR. London: E. Wilmshurst j Bath: The Author.

HERE we are presented with yet another record of goodness and
mercy.. Mr. CARR, whose name is held in high esteem among the
lovers of the truth, narrates with freshness and distinctiveness the
workings of the Lord's providence ltnd grace in his behalf, how he
was brought to the knowledge of salvation, and by what means he
was put in trust with the Gospel. Those of our readers who are able
to identify Mr. CARR'S writings in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will, we are
sure, appreciate the spiritual pages of his Chronicles. May the dew
of heaven continue to abide upon his branch all the night through,
till the dawn of the morning without clouds, when there will be no
more need that one say to his brother, "Know the Lord."
Memorials of a Gracious Life. By Miss RUTH COWELL.
W. H. and L. Collingridge.

London:

WE have been favoured with a reading of the proof-sheets of the
forthcoming Life of the late beloved Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
-Mr. GEORGE CowELL-and gladly avail' ourselves of the knowledge
of the volume which we have thus obtained to express our opinion
that his devoted daughter has produced a Memoir altogether worthy
of his Christian life and labours. The readers of the" Wayside Notes,"
during the past five-and.forty years-many of whom survive-will find
in the Biography of God's dear servant a deeply interesting and
edifying narrative, rich in materials from his own prolific pen, and,
in point of literary merit, pleasingly written, and admirably conceived,
When the volume is issued, which will be very shortly, we propose
to deal with it at some length. Orders for copies should meanwhile
be sent to Miss RUTH COWELL, 4, West Shubbery, Redland, Bristol.
The Annual Report of the Spezia Mission for Italy and the Levant.

STATISTICS of a remarkable work now going on amongst the Romanists
of Italy. A story of "A Monk Won for Christ's Sake," is given, which
strikingly exhibits the degrading bondage of the Romish monastical
system, and the enlightening power of the Word of God.
WE have received specimens of a series of leaflets, suitable for
inserting with correspondence, which we can recommend with confidence
to our readers. They contain some sweet and decidedly truthful verses,
penned by a devoted and gifted servant of Christ, (" E. D."), whose
object is to minister to the spiritual needs of the tried household of
faith. The leaflets are printed on tinted paper, are reasonable in
price, and may be had of Mr. Cocking, Rye Lane Printing Works,
Peckham.

