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"\Vha comforteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are cOlnforted of GOd. u -2 COR. i. 4.

NOT ALONE.
"And He tl/at mlt Jle is 'ldth 1lIe: the Fcdhei' hath 1/ot left Me a70ne,
jUt I dr) ahrays those things that p~ea.se Him."-JoHN viii. 29.

"1::< all things," JESUS, as the MEDIATOR, was made "like unto His
brethren," nor least in the life of strangership, isolation, and, indeed,
solitude which He experienced in this present evil world. It may
be safely said that He lived two distinct lives, the life of outward
circumstances, and the life of hidden experience. Of the former the
world took account, but the latter was profoundly secret, and known
only by Himself and His Father in heayen. The outward circumstances of the Sox of lli~ were marked by poyerty, hardship, peI'secution, calumny, cruelty, treachery, suffering, and flagrant wrong. " His
visage was marred," by the afflictions He endured, and men hid
their faces from Him when they beheld His sorrowful form (Isaiah
lii. 14, and liii. 3). He was acquainted with grief, for it was His
constant companion. The cup which His Father had given Him to
drink, in the stead of His guilty brethren, was a cup of "deadly
wine," for it consisted of the unmixed curse and wrath due to the
sins imputed and imparted to His sinless Person. No one could share
with Him that horrible potion. Only the INFINITE ONE could endure
the ordeal and survive its exaction. Looking on the external lot
appointed the SENT ONE, even an unconverted Roman officer exclaimed, "Truly this was the Son of God!" But who can appreciate
the depths of that other, inner, mysterious life which He led in His
soul, and in communion with the FATHER? Notwithstanding the
constant opposition He met with in His outward, visible goings-day
by day-He yet inwardly enjoyed the blessed experience of fellowship with Him whose commission He had received, and whose counsels
of salvation He had covenanted to fulfil. "He that sent Me is with
Me." That ,,-as the spl'ing of all H,is consolation. As SON of MAN, He
subsisted by faith on the favour and approval of His FATHER. He
knew whence He had come and also whither He should go. His outward estate did not for a moment blind His consciousness that He
was the So" of GOD. It was upon this rock that Satan, the tempter,
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wrecked his attack on JESUS in the wilderness.
For, when the
BLESSED ONE hungered, the Devil urged upon Him that, if He were
indeed GOD'S SON, He might well exercise for Himself the attributes of
Deity, and convert the desert stones into bread. Ah, JESUS had
alrea'dy meat to eat of which the Tempter knew nothing. His
" meat" was to do the will of Him who had sent Him, and to finish
His work. Part of that work ,vas to be "tempted in all points," like
unto His brethren, so that He might approve Himself" a merciful alld
faithful High Priest," one touched with the feeling of the infirmities of
the FATHER'S children. Nor that only, as SON of MAN; but also to
help them, as SON of GOD, in time of need, and to minister in them
, a spirit of holy boldness at the throne of grace.
1Vhile the sacred life of JESUS, as He walked before men, was unique
and unexampled in its perfection, it served-on that account-to call
forth the bitter hatred and hostility oia fallen world. The contrast
between His practical walk and conversation and those of the apostate
children cif men, who obser\'ed Him, was sharp, decided,' and uncompromising. The power of that outward life was a precious secret
within His own bosom. He knew that His FATHER and He were
"one." One every way. In u.nity of Divine essence He was all that
the FATHER was, is, or ever will be. This mystcry was constantly
present to His mind, and its' profound meaning sustained Him in all
the straits, conflicts, and affiictions incidental to the stupendous \I'ork
of redemption He had undertaken. He reflected habitually 011 the
great truth" He that sent Me is with Me," and so, with boldness and
in unwavering purpose, 'He met every form of opposition ,vhich man
orSatall 'presented to Him. Between Him arid the FATHER' unbroken
communion was maintained. Unlike our fellowship with GOD, whicjl
is fitful, and all too brief even when enjoyed, His knew no variation.
His sinless human spirit realized the presence of the FATHER in all
places and under all circumstances, He was ever conscious of the
favour of Him who had sent Him into the world, and to whom He
should afterwards return. His knowledge of the plans and counsels
of eternity-His acquaintance with the deep things of GOD-because
He and the FATHER were one, enabled Him to anticipate the events
and incidents of His appointed pilgrimage and service, and .to view
calmly and even triumphan~ly all that lay between His cross and His
crown. This wondrous knowledge was the "secret" of His earthly
life. It lay deep down in His heart, and none could share it. with
Him except so far as He was pleased to reveal it. And in His grace,
He did reveal to His more immediate followers a measure of 'that
knowledge, as He said,: "Henceforth I call you not servants; for the
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have called you
friends; for all things that I have heard of My FATHER I have made
known 'unto you" (John xv. 15). A servant obeys his master on the
ground of authority, without being in full unison with it, because his
knowledge of his lord's will is at best imperfect. Respect for
authority is, of course, a powerful motive, but one much more
influential arises from a confidential disclosure by the master of his
reasons for the command he gives. The LORD JESUS, in the days of
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Hill flesh,· dealt with His disciples otherwise than' He did with the
world. To His own it was granted to know that which was ~idden
from the worldly" wise and prudent." As He said, addressing His
elect followers: "Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of GOD: but to others in parables" (Luke viii. 10).
Yet, alas, these favoured ones were then "slow of heart" to understand and ·believe. The HOLY GHOST, however, afterwards brought
back to their remembrance "all things" that JESUS had taught,
nothing was lost. No failure whatever was associated with any action
.CHRIST ever did, or any word He ever spake.
Then, though outwardly isolated, and inwardly deprived of sympathetic communion with his slow-hearted disciples, JESUS. possessed
the more than compensating assurance that His ways delighted His
FATHER, who was always present with Him. "I do always those
things ·that please Him." It was no new experience, indeed, for He
!had pleased the F A1'HER in all His Covenant ways from the dateless
periods of eternity. Referring to tho~e past indeterminable periods
He declares, "The:n I was by Him, as O:le brought up ,,-ith Him; and
I was daily His delight, 1'ejoicing always before Him" (ProI'. viii. 30).
JESUS had never been. otherwise than the Son of J EHOVAH'S love
{Col. i. 13, ma1'!Jin). The FATHER, possessed Him in 'the' beginning of His way, "before His works of old" (ProI'. viii. 22).
He was invested, or set up, in the Mediatorial office, " from everlasting,
from the beginning,. or ever the earth was" (verse, 23). When He
left the glory He had enjoyed with the FATHER from eternity, and
humbled Himself "in the likeness of men," He brought with Him
into the world the knowledge that He had in the administration of
His mediatorial work delighted the FATHER, and His unchangeable
experience is traceable in that Messianic declaration of the Psalmist's,
" I delight to do Thy will, 0 :l1y God; yea, Thy law is within My
heart (Psalm xl. 8). Day by day for nearly thirty-three years, on earth,
J·ESUS, as SON of MAN, by His perfect obedience and service rejoiced
the heart of His· FATHER. and bronght _glory to His Name. Both in
His life and death He was "an offering and a sacrifice to GOD for a
sweet smelling savour" (Ephes. v. 2). The FATHER rested with
unbroken complacency in ·the SON of His love, and finally set
His .seal of judicial approbation on His work of redemption by
raising Him from the dead ·and crowning Him "v;ith glory and
honour."
And still the GLORIFIED O~E pleases Him ,rho sent Him forth, and
-continued with Him lmto the end. In the heaven of heavens, where
He ever liveth to make intercession for all who come unto GOD by
Him, He is the supreme delight of His FATHER. No desire of His in
behalf of the least of all His blood-bought brethren can fail of being
granted. This blessed fact is plainly indicated in the words of the
Psalmist wh€l1 recording the Covenant Decree: "Ask of Me, and I will
:give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the earth for Thy possession." His intercession is based on
righteousness, and therefore must always prevail. His infinite merits
:secure every New Covenant blessing for the believer in His Name.
.
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'1'he effectual calling of the elect sinner, with all those ,. things which
accompany salvation," are directly attributable to His blood and
righteousness. It is with infinite satisfaction that the FATHER accepts
the coming sinner, the trembling, doubting believer, and the poor
penitent backslider. The FATHER is one with Him in His joy over
each saved sheep of "the flock of slaughter," and glories in the
triumphs of His great redemption. The FATHER views the salvation
of redeemed souls as the righteous reward due to His dear SON.
Hence, the forgiveness of sins is a gift, the bestowing of which on
broken-hearted subjects of the Divine grace affords Him ullspeakable
pleasure. Oh, brethren, what a comforting and encouraging fact is
this in the ways of our GOD. Our iniquities are for eyer blotted out,
as a debt which our adorable LORD and SUBSTITUTE has paid off in full.
It is only righteous that He should reap the full recompense of His
personal sacrifice unto blood! It is an obvious act of justice that
those who feelingly confess their sins and guilty liability to GOD,
pleading the perfect merits of His beloved SON, and belieyingly
relying on the Gospel promises, should be accounted "clean every
whit." For, such are taught by the HOLY SPIRIT thus to hope in the
covenanted mercy of the TRIU~E JEHOYAH. The seal set upon their
hearts bears the inviolable mark of the sanctuary. The oath of the
MOST HIGH cannot be broken. " It is impossible for GOD to lie." The
tender, loving words of the LORD JESUS, as to the tru th and efficacy of
them, are" settled for ever in heaven," when He compassion9.tely
invites crushed, burdened sinners, "Come unto Me, all ye that are
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." These gracious
words of His apply to believers as well as to seeke1·s,. so let us, beloyed
brethren in CHRIST, be ever found amongst the number of the favoured
coming ones-" To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed
indeed of men, but chosen of GOD, and precious, ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, hcceptable to GOD by CHRIST JESUS." To be built
up in union with Him will more than suffice us to be separated from
the world and cast out by it as an offence. As JESUS walked on the
earth a stranger and a pilgrim, and" endured" in the power of the
knowledge that He was the delight of the FATHER, so let us be
content to experience "the offence of the cross" because we are
conscious 0"£ a desire to do those things which please onr hea,enly
FATHER. "By faith MOSES forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of
the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is invisible." The place
of the world's reproach is where we find the most precious followship
with JESUS, who suffered "without the gate." It is enough for the
disciple to be "as his LORD." In the words of KELLY:"Unknown by men, the Christian
lives;
Enough if he is known above
By Him who all his sin forgives,
And loves him with a father's
love.

"To know Him, and be known
again,
Is all he seeks: he asks no
more;
And should he feel the scorn of
men,
'Tis what his Master felt before.
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" The liker to their Master here,
"The mark of universal Ecorn
The more abundant joy they
His Master stood, nor hid His
face'
proveLike o~e deserted and forA joy, though not unmixed with
lorn
fear,
lIe seem'd, by all accounted
Yet full of sweetness, full of
base.
love.
" Then, make us like Thyself, 0 Lord;
As Thou wert, let Thy people be;
We look above for our reward;
We look to reign in heaven with Thee."
THE EDlTOR.

LOVEST THOU ME 7
IF, then, you love Christ, the desires and breathings of your soul
after Him are strong and earnest. If He withdraw Himself, that
you see Him not, or appear angry, your grief will be so deep that
it cannot be allayed by any worldly employment. Yet. upon some
former tokens of His love, which is known to be unchangeable, hope
will uphold the soul, till the beams of His grace scatter the cloud
and break through. Though our Joseph seem strange and speak
roughly for a while, He cannot long refrain discovering His affection.
Again, love you Him 7 Unspeakable will be your joy when He
smiles upon you. As great will be your delight in possession, as
your desire is in pursuit; and while you have His presence it will
be too hard a task for any affliction to dismay you. "Perfect love
casteth out fear "-that is, all base and servile fear; but there is one
fear that is in no heart but where love begets it-fear to attend.
And truly there is no obedience or service so full and so cheerful as
that which flows from love. Should you study conformity to Christ 7
Yes; fm' this is to walk worthy of Christ. These virgins who love
Christ for His graces, they love to converse with Him, and by r.onversing with Him they receive of His graces, and have a smell of
His perfumes.-Archbishop Leighton.
WHA'L' blessed encouragement! "Let him take hold of My strength;"
as if the Lord should say, He is too weak to face what he must face,
alone; his strength would prove perfect weakness ill the trial. " Let
him take hold of My strength." We know what a boon it is in
temporal matters, when some real friend, knowing our necessity, in
the spirit of genuine benevolence says, '.' Then, let him draw upon the
amount he requires." But, if this is the case. in temporal affairs,
wbat is it to bave in eternal matters such a Friend as Jesus, who says,
"Let him draw from My fulness; let him draw from :My strength,"
and this too with the sweetest encouragement for the weak one to
take advantage of it. "Come unto Mc, all ye that are weary and
lleavy laden, and I will give you rest;" and here as if He would say,
"Come unto Me, weak one, lay bold of My strength; I am willing
and able to carry you and all your concerns, roll tbem upon Me."Eeorge Cowell.
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THE LAST YEAR OF THE NINETEE~'l'H CENTURY.
"We spend OU1' yean as a tale that is told."-P:;,~LM xc. 9.
THE dawn of the last year in a Century suggests lessons of solemn
moment to pilgrim Christians. The year 1900, the opening hoUl's of
which we have been mercifully spared to see, will complete one of
those considerable periods of time which contribute largely to make
and unmake earthly empires and kingdoms, and to hasten the fulfilment of the Divine purposes concerning the planet on which man
spends his temporary existence, ere he passes a\yay to an eternal
destiny of either weal or woe. Those purposes seem to be ripening
fast, if we may form a judgment.· on passing event., at home and
abroad, and draw conclusions from the outlook of the hour, in
matters religious, political, and social.
Who, on the 1st of January, 1899, anticipated that before the .close
of the year Great Britain would be involved in a war which; within
three months, sh')uld demand the departure from our shores of the>
flower and strength of the national ann.:, and the consequent depletion of our home garrisons to an extent unexampled in past history~
Who then anticipated that tens of thousands of English homes would on
the 31st of December be stricken with anxiety and fear for loved·
ones on the battlefields of South Africa, and that thousands of families
would be clothed with the habiliments of bereavement-parents,
widows, and orphans ~ Who, t~velve months ago, entertained so much
!l.B a passing thought· that· Parliament would be gravely called
together for a special- session in the autumn, and the country be
asked to contribute ten millions of pounds to meet the initial expenses
of a war which, so far as possibilities go, may in the end cost not less
than five times that sum 1
Yet the Most High, in His inscrutable sovereignty, ordered this
terrible national crisis to overtake us during the closing months of the
past year; while the Century itself seems likely to expire, not with·a
message of universal peace upon its lips, but with "confused noise,"
and in "garments rolled in. blood."
And this visitation of one of J ehovah's "four sore judgments"
(Ezek. xiv. 21) coincides, be it well noted, with the culmination of
idolatry and apostasy in the national Church, at home and in the
British Colonies. The toleration by our rulers in. Church and State of
the most open violation of those laws to which the Reformation gave
birth, and in virtue of which the British Empire has grown into its
present greatness and power, has, we verily believe, wearied the
Div,ine, forbearance, so that the scourge of retributive justice has become our portion. That scourge falls upon the nation, as a whole.
When backsliding Israel, of old, was sent into captivity for the sin
9f idolatry, _the Daniels, and Shadrachs, and M:eshachs, and Abednegos were' ·included ·among the exiles.
Enn so is it now.
God's witnesses in the several Christian Churches who, through
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the past forty years, ,bore testimony agaJIJ.st the toleration of
clerical sacerdotalism in the English Church, have to bear 'their
part in . the woe which' has fallen upon the. ;·Empire. The gross
materialism of 1;he Mass sacrifice and the. Christ-dishooollring
and demoralizing practice of Auricular Confession have eaten lik~ a
canker into the Reformed Chmch of England, and both the ciyil and
ecclesiastical- authorities have suffered the malady to run its full
course without any determined attempt to excise it, or even to,
countera:ct its deadly progress. The long-continueil toleration, encom'agement, and preferment of false doctrine and Romanising
practices by the Bishops, has secured for these an almost invulnerable
position in a religious establishment, the written stal1dards of. w):J.ich,
as originally . deyided upon at the period of the Reformation, protest
in the Name of God. and in the tei'ms of His holy VI ord agaipst that
false doctrine' and those Popish practices. How, then, could' it be
otherwise ·than that the jealous God of Truth should have a con-,
trove:rsy with "such a nation as this"?
And now comes one of the saddest features in the case, as it today stands. No sign of repentance is discernible among our rulers.
The advisers of the Sovereign, for reasons of a political kind, DO
doubt, liave·so ~ar':persisteIltly;.. abstaine~ fro~ counselling -t'h;e CrQ~n.
t'o order that a 'day should be solemnly set apart for national humiliation', for confession of the sin of idolatry, with its innumerftble evil
accompaniments, and for supplication at the th,rone of grace for
direction how to put away the cause of our present grievous
calamities. ;N 0 doubt, there are thousands of the Lord's remembrancers tluoughout our island who day and night sigh in secret for
the abominations of the land; but, when a nation sins, only national
repentance, confession and reformation ser,e to avert the wl:ath of
God. The secret prayers of the righteous, who "understand the times,"
nnquestionably bring their own secret ".reward"; but a national
crisis demands that, hom the throne to the prison cell, every kne~
should bow before" the Judge of all the earth." The case of heathen
Nineveh, its king and people, makes this elementary truth sufficiently
clear. At present, alas, no sign of this necessary step is apparent.
Now, it should consequently follow that the Lord's" hidden ones,"
who read passing events in the light of God's revealed will, should
petition the King of kings to turn the hearts of our rulers, and lead
thcm to understand the. voice of the rod which so grievously afflicts
us as a nation. The purging out of idolatry and of idolaters from
our State Councils and from the Protestant Establishment will alone
lIlleet the eventful crisis which, so suddenly, has overtaken' us. ~ What-ever be the political settlement resulting from the current conflict in
'South Africa, the stability of the Britil?h Empire depends indubitably
on our fidelity to the Word of God and to the principles of the Protestant Reformation, on which the Empire constitutionally depends.
Deep searchings, of heart way, therefore, well occupy God's true
people when entering on the New Year, the year which must seal the
epoch-making events of the Nineteenth Oentury. 0 brethren b~loved
.in Him who is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," of whom it
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is written, "Thy years shall not fail," let us now flee to our closets, shut
the doors, and pour out our heavy, anxious, sorrowful hearts before our
all-wise heavenly Father, for He only bestows needed wisdom and works
for us a real deliverance. To live in solemn times like the present is a
grave responsibility which demands our reverent consideration; while,
as the professing people of God, we are under peculiar obligation to
take a leading part in the maintenance of national righteousness. If
the salt lose its savour, what but total corruption in the body politic
can ensue 1 If the light of Christian testimony flicker and fade away,
gross darkness will prevail, and our beloved country's ruin must
follow, as effect succeeds cause.
Let us, then, enter upon the last year of the Century in a spirit
of trembling and humiliation, yet with hearts fixed on our God and
reliant on His sufficient promises.
'Vhatever of weal or woe
" 1900" may bring with it, brethren, those who trnst in the living God
need fear no evil. "The unknown to-morrow" can bring with it nothing
but good for the Lord's chosen people.

"It can bring with it nothing
But He will bear us through."
The untrodden pathway that lies before our feet has been designed
in love unerring and in wisdom divine. "He knoweth the "ay that I
take: when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as goU" (Job xxiii. 10).
Such was the faith of the tried patriarch in the midst of the furnace, a
faith which was fully vindicated and satisfied in the after-time of God's
deliverance. 'Ve may indeed spend our years "as a tale that is told,"
yet the days of our years are so exquisitely fabricated by the skilful
hand of our heavenly Father, who dearly loves us, that adoring admiration of His ways is the happy experience of our souls. When the
" tale" of His Covenant dealings comes to be fully told and understood,
we shall indeed praise Him "with joyful lips" that he never altered
our earthly lot in one particular, or deviated by a hair-breadth from His
predestined plans and purposes.
"I'll bless the hand that guided,
And I'll bless the heart that plann'd,
When throned where glory dwelleth,
In Emmanuel's Land."
The path of Him who conducts His ransomed Church from grace to
glory lies through the depths of the sea, but "the sea is His, and He
made it "-which is sufficient proof that its waves are at His sovereign
command. He can both walk upon the billows and hush them into
silence. They are all His servants. . Whatever conflicting waters may
threaten us, therefore, in our progress towards" the city of habitation,"
during the new-born year, we may calmly leave them to Him "who
hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand" (Isaiah xl. 12).
Yes, beloved, fellow tempest-tossed children of God, He has" measured"
all our troubled waters, all the complex changes and circumstances of
our lot, and day by day t4ro ' lghout the voyage towards the New
Jerusalem we shall be preserved, and the final record will certainly be,

The Gospel Magazine.

9

"And so it came to pass that they escaped all safe to land"
(Acts xxvii. 44).
As faithful JOSEPH IRONS wrote, seventy years
ago:"How safe are all the chosen
race,
Preserved in Christ their Head,
Before He calls them by His
grace,
And after calling led.
<l Preserved in Christ, and taught
to love
His name, His saints, His
Word·
Preserved to gain a throne above,
And praise and love the Lord.

"Preserved when earth and hell
oppose,
Preserved in life and death,
Preserved when wrath destroys
their foes,
And victory crowns their faith.
"Preserved 'midst Satan's fiery
darts,
Through all this wilderness:
Preserved from vile depraved
hearts,
For everlasting bliss."

Well, therefore, may the humblest and most exercised believer i.n
the Lord Jesus Christ commit his future, both in regard to
providence and grace, to Him who has accepted the entire responsibility of presenting to the Father all whom He hath given unto
Him. "And this is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all
which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day." (John vi. 39). The everlasting Covenant
makes not only salvation, but "the things that accompany salvation,"
absolutely SUTe to all believers.
Oh, brethren, let us anticipate the
momentous future, which is fast opening up to us, with undisturbed
hearts and minds. E,ery detail of our this year's experience has
already been inscribed in the flock-book by the hand of our Di,ine.
Surety and Kinsman. N othin~ can be added to the record\ nor can
ought be taken from it. We, therefore, may be satisfied that all will
be well with us in spirit, and soul, and body, in all places, and under
all circumstances. In the words of that sweet singer of Zion songs, the
late FRANcEs RlDLEY HAVERGAL : "Jehovah's Covenant shall endure,
All ordered, everlasting, sure!
o child of God, rejoice to trace
Thy portion in its glorious grace.
.. 'Tis thine, for Christ is given
to be
The Covenant of God to thee:
.In Him, God's golden scroll of
light,
The darkest truths are clear and
bright.
<lO sorrowing sinner, well He knew,

Ere time began, what He would
do!
Then rest thy hope within the
veil ;
His Covenant mercies shall not
fail.

" 0 doubting one, the Eternal Three
Are pledged in faithfulness for
thee;
Claim every promise, sweet andsure,
By Covenant oath of God secure.
" 0 waiting one, each moment's fall

Is marked by Love that planned
them all ;
Thy times, all ordered by His
hand,
In God's eternal Covenant stand.
" 0 feeble one, look up and see
Strong consolation sworn for
thee;
J ehovah's glorious arm is shown,
His Covenant strength is all thine
own.
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·~OmO'l~r'lling'one,eachstrokeoflove.

"0 Love that cl!ose, o ,Love that,
'A Covenant blessing yet shall
died,
,
prove;
'0 Love that sealed and sanctified,
His Covenant love shall be thy
All glory, glory, glory be,
stay;
0 Covenant,' Triune God, to
His Covenant grace be as thy day.
Thee! "
Fai~h may ,veIl feast her eye on the promise ~f final delivera~ce
from conflict with sin and self, for yet a little while and He shall
come who will turn the captivity of His ransomed ones, and bring
thE:!Itl to 2;io,n with, songs, with everlasting joy upon their heads. T~e.
night of waiting is now far spent, the day of our salvation is nearer
than when- we "believed. Christ is soon to see of the traYail of His,
sohL Shortly He shall be indeed glorified-in them that belieye.
H~ shall be "admired" by angels, principalities, and powers in His
8ct~nts, for there the unsearchable riches of His free grace -will shine
forth unveiled anfl unfading £qrever. Let,·th~nl the few years that
separate ~s from"t~e"fl1Uition of our· Gospel 4.ope ,spe,ed their ,wiIlged way
-they cannot fly -too fast-and, when the glad cry bUl~st~ on. our
ears, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh !" may ye be found a ptepare\l.
people, prepared by the indwelling Spirit to mee,t the ,ado,rablE!. Ob~'e9~
of our hearts' love, and to enter triumphantly into the joy of our
I"ord and Saviour Jesus Christ!
. Clijt01~. .
J. O.
t

TAKE HOLD .oF THE PROMISES.
that can lay. his ,hand UP01} any- onepromis,e ·that God has
made Jor them that love Him, and truly SlirY, This promise is. mine,
may safely lay his hand upon every promise that. God has made
to them that love Him, and say, Tpese are mine. He that can lay
his hand upon anY'one promise that God has made to them that fear
Him, and truly say, This promise is ,mine, may assuredly. lay his h.and
upon every promise that God has made to them that fear Him, and
say, These are all mine. He that can lay his hand upon anyone
promise that God has made to faith in Christ, and truly say, This
promise is mine, may safely lay his hand upon every promise that
God hall made to faith in Christ, and say, All these promise are
mine. He that can lay his hand upon anyone promise that God
.bas made to the returning sinner, and truly say, This promise is
mine, may se(mrely lay his hand upon every promise that God has
made to the repenting sinner, p,nd; say; All these are mine. He that
.can lay his hand upon anyone promise that God has made to the
,waiting soul, and say, Tbi!) is mine, may without perad';"ent)1re, lay
his hand upon every promise that God has made to the 'l\aiting soul,
.'and say, All these aI;e mine. Prove hut your right in one, and you
may, safely infer your right to all.-Brooks.
lIE

THERE is no public action which the world is not ready to scan,
There is no action so private, which the evil spirits are not witnesses
of. I will endeavour so to li,e as knowing that I am ever in the
eyes of my enemies.-Hctll.
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lDiIgrim lD npus.
WELL-SPRINGS.

"FaT the Lord taketh pleasuTe in His people: He will beautify the
meek with salvation, Let the saints be joyful in gl01'y: let them sing
aloud upon their beds. Let the high pmises of God be in thei1' mouth,
and a two-edged sword in theiT hand j to execute vengeance upon the
heathen, and punishments upon the people. To bind theiT kings with
ehains, and theiT nobles with fetters ()f imn: to execute upon them the
j1tdgment wl'itten j thi.~ honOUl' have all His saints. Praise· ye the
LOl'd."-PsALM cxlix. 4-9.
'VHA1'. a wonderful assertion, but none the less true, beloved, in your
life's testimony to the wonder-working love and faithfulness of
your God, how in all e,ents of your chequered history, sometimes
when providences ha\e smiled on you, and at others, after long
waiting, the interpretation of this and that apparently "frowning
Providence," you have be!ln compelled to utter from a full heart,
"The Lord taketh pl\lasure in His people." Yes, in their every-day
life; in all the minute circumstances of their daily walk, as they
apide in Him, walk in Him, and live in Him, His children can
abundantly testify, to His glory and their profit, how "The Lord
taketh pleasure in His people."
Is this not a solemn word of
admonition also ~ Does not our own heart condemn us when knowing
we cannot look up and say, The Lord is taking pleasure in us now?
Can we run contrary to His commands, pander to the wiles of Satan,
be led captive by the world and its allurements, yield to any particular
temptation in a weak moment (and does not all Israel know, beloved,
each one the plague of his own heart ~ and therefore we cannot cast a
stone at another), but we know, to the cost of our comfort and joy,
that there are times when we cannot look up and say, The Lord is
taking pleasure in me .now ~ Oh, not to be merely a Christian in
possession, but also in practice! not in name only, but in life! To be
a Christian is to be one that has put on Christ, and therefore that one
is set apart, sanctified, a vessel unto honour, meet for the Master's
use; he liv.es in Christ and Christ in him, walks and talks in Christ
and Christ in him; sees in the light, as Christ is also in the light.
" Know ye not," says the Apostle, "that your bodies are the temple of
the Holy Ghost ~ " What manner of persons ought we, then, to be!
Oh, if any have sinned (and who has not, dearly beloved~) may
they seek and rest not until they find that delivering pr9mised to all
those "ho wait upon their God of all power, and who alone can work
mightily for them, and in the language of the Psalmist look up, and
wait and watch to "hear what God the Lord will speak; for He 1\"ill
speak peace unto His people, and to :gis saints; but let them not turn
again to folly."
" For the Lord taketh pleasure in His people'!' Oh, what a blessed
truth, that the love wherewith He is loving them is unchangeable, and
can admit of no variation. "Having loved His own which were in the

.
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world, He loved them unto the end." Blessed, comfortable word, when
the trial is prolonged, the wound aggravated, faith severely tested, and
the furnace heated hotter than is wont! Unchangeably faithful
love is written over all the Lord's dealings with His tried servant;
and there is a time coming, even if not perceived now, when that
servant shall see how the Lord was taking pleasure in His saint in all
that time of trial, and the furnace was but brightening the gold and
purging it of all the dross. Yes, it is the furnace work that thus,
in the hands of the Great Refiner, beautifies the meek with salvation.
As clay in the hands of the potter is moulded and shaped to his will
from the unwieldly mass it once presented; as gold is tried and
tested, welded, and purified in the fire; so the children of God are
"made meet" in the hands of the heavenly Potter and Refiner;
they nothing, that He may be all and in all; they meetened and
meekened, that He may beautify them with His salvation, and take
pleasure in them as His own workmanship. But we pass on.
" Let the saints be joyful in glory, let them sing aloud upon their
beds." Who has cause to sing of His glory if not God's saints 7 It was
the late J OSEPH IRO~S who wrote words to this effect, if I remember
them rightly :-" Oh, children of God, let it be very evident that you
have on yOUl' livery, even the righteousness of God." So that the
saints likewise here are enjoined to "be joyful in glory." That is, in
this present state as the context scows; joyful in the glory of His
salvation; joyful in the robe of His righteousness that He has cast
about you; joyful for the grace that has sought and won you; for the
faithfulness that has bound you; for the pardon which has passed by
all your transgressions, and for the blood that has atoned for all your
sins! Say, beloved, have you not en~lUgh to make you joyful in this
present glory, which is an earnest of still better things to come 7
"Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their
beds." Here we have a word upon retirement, solitariness, communion, opportunities for retrospect, yes, and testimony. For, doubtless, it has been the privilege of both reader and "Titer to "'itness
this singing aloud to the praises of their God from the heart of some
suffering saint, some bed-ridden child of God, who, shut away, as they
may think, in some quiet corner, out of all the din and bustle of life,
can have little opportunity of testifying of their God. To their corn·
fort, how oiLen has it been proved that that very chamber has been as
Bethel was to J acob, and as Dan in review by l[oses, a ,ery mass
. ·of testimony and place of witness. True to His word, "In all places
where I record My name, I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee."
So that the dear shut-in child of God, bound in chains for the Hope
of Israel, suffering for His name sake, is most blessedly shut in with God,
and must testify to His gracious compassion, His loving sympathy, His
manifold mercies, and His everlasting strength, which enables His weak
.and suffering child to say, "I am strong." Such is a blessed shutting
out of the world. And so close is the communion, so graciously does
He reveal Himself ofttimes with love inscribed aboye all the suffering,
so tenderly does He pillow their head within His everlasting arms,
yea, Himself maketh their own bed in their sickness, that they sing
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aloud for' joy. A blessed shutting to of the door this, beloved, when,
like as He did to Noah, the Lord shuts in His people! A blessed
privilege is it to hear some of the joy-notes and high praises of their
God from these suffering saints, gained by sanctified trial. Yes, in the
morning and in the evening let praise ascend, in the down-sitting and
up-rising; for "He compasseth my path," says the Psalmist, "and my
lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways." At an times" praise
is comely for the upright." "Let the high praises of God be in their
mouth."
"I cannot call it bitter, 'tis so sweet
To lie enfolded in His arms of love;
I'm weak indeed, but then I only prove
HoW' strong His grace, how wonderful, to meet
My feebleness with His great strength; the heat
Of fever makes His shadow o'er my head
A cooling cloud, a cUl·tain round my bed.
Ah, me! the valleys sometimes which my feet
Are called to walk in, though not wholly dark,
Are dim enough to need my Saviour's light.
As a bright halo round the gloom a.nd night,
I hail His presence, inly felt, a spark
Compared with the full glory, which shall be
Revealed in God's glad eternity."
Well may the Psalmist declare His high praises, for surely His children
have an exalted theme on which to dwell. May He grant us grace so
to be kept in hallowed employment of singing His high praises, that we
find less time for low complaints which, alas, too often fall from our
lips.
"And a two-edged sword in their hand." Now, when we are COllsidering of these saints in their warfare upon their beds, or in their
own felt weakness in and of themselves, we shall at once admit that,
robbed of all creature dependences, "the weapons of their warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds." But the sword of the Spirit which the Apostle enjoined the
Ephesian saints to take was the Word of God.
By the expression two-edged, we gathcr the meaning from St.
Paul's words in Hebrews iv. 12, "For the 'Word of God is quick and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." Whilst the
sharp edge of the law cuts and reproves and terrifies with condemnation and death, it can 'provide no remedy. But the other edge, whilst
it cuts and probes and rids man, as a surgeon does to his patient,
cutting all the proud and diseased flesh of a wound, so this two-edged
sword cuts and destroys all their creature boastings and self-sufficiency,
and becomes in the hand of God mighty to the pulling down of our
strongholds and to the building up of God's spiritual workmanship.
Mark that the lip and hand are to be called into use simultaneously.
Singing the high praises of their God, and with the two-edged sword
in their hand, ready equipped for battle! Do we not recall the men of
Nehemiah's day 1 of whom we read, "They which builded on the wall
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and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, everyone with one
of his hands wrought in the work and with the other hand held a
weapon. For the builders everyone had his sword girded by his side,
and so builded." Oh, beloved, it is a good thing to have the mouth
and hand employed for the Lord's work. It. is not only good, but
necessary for our safety, comfort, and preservation, that the sword be
J.'eady· at hand, even the Word of God, wherewith to confound the
enemy when we would speak well of our God. Blessed, all-powerful
Word of God!
" To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon
the people. To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with
fetters of iron. To execute upon them the judgment written." Let
us remember to whom vengeance belongs and who will repay, and
that the battle is not ours but our God's. Earthly systems, terrestrial
dynasties, kings and nobles alike with commoners, everyone, small
and great, shall, in the great day that is coming, acknowledge Him
Lord of all. / ,Jesus is coming, and He must reign.
And this brings us to our last point, and very briefly. He will
have all His saints to reign with Him. "This honour have all
His saints." Marvellous condescension! God, the highest, mightiest,
putting honour upon vile worms of the earth! honoured before kings,
potentates, and the great of the land j to whom these poor despised
ones may seem as the-very dust of the earth and off-scouring of all
things. And yet of· these blood-redeemed ones Jeho>ah has declared,
"Theiu that hommt Me, I will honour." "He shall call upon Me, and
I will answer him j I will be with him in trouble, and I will deliver him
and honour him." Herein is a close participation of the Divine Head
and members.
Honoured with the honour of God.. Stupend'ous
thought! exalted rank! to be kings and priests unto Him; to be
distinguished, held in esteem because of the intrinsic value by which
.they were bought; to be promoted to all the privileges of sons and
daughters of the King of kings; to enjoy the sanctities of the Royal
(Household, and that eternally!
Beloved readers, what are we heirs of? Oh, may we seek to live
.more a:nd more consciously of our inheritance as already in possession.
1May we be found more constantly treading our high places in Christ
.Jesus, and· testifying by lip and life to His conquering love and power,
'which have thus signally blessed us, unworthy as we are. In the
·words of David-, may His children be often found in the sweet and
.holy and acceptable occupation of praising Him, who has done all for
, them. "Let them praise the name of the Lord: for His name
alone is excellent; His glory is above the earth and heaven. He also
"exalteth the horn of His people, the praise of all His saints; even of
the children of Israel, a people near unto Him. Praise ye the Lord."
R.
THERE is no one gracious acting of soul in anyone belie>er at any
time in the whole world, either in opposition unto sin, or the performance
of duty, but it is influenced by, and under the guidance of, the kingly
power of Jesus Christ. -Dr. Owen.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
(NEHEil'IJAH ix. 38.)
(Continuedfrom page 813.)
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"' AND because of 'all this we make a sure Covenant and write it; and
<lur princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it." Because of all the
-declension confessed' and mourned over, because of all the evil the
>chastening for their sins had brought upon them and their land, they
were'led thus publicly to make a solemn Covenant, to write it and seal
·unto it. This word Covenant has many aspects in the 'Vord of God.
'There is the Covenant 'of works, "Do this and thou shalt live," in
which Adam and Eve so quickly failed, bringing death upon all their
posterity; this Covenant of works Israel at Mount Sinai were so ready
to pledge themselves to keep, "All that the Lord hath spoken we will
,do," yet as speedily and signally broke. Thel'e is the Covenant God
made' with Abraham and his seed, which is Christ, which virtually
included all believers. "Know ye not they 'which are of faith, the
same are the children of Abraham 7" (GaL iii. 7). "_hd if ye lJe
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 'according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 29) ; 'though as regards the earthly land' of promise it
was confined to his seed according to the flesh. Then there is the
-everlasting Covenant, called the sure mercies of David, because of his
interest in it having been made known to him, as type of David's
,Lord and Son. "I have made a Covenant with My chosen, I have
'sworn unto David My servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and
build up thy throne to 'all generations." Selah (Psalm lxxxix. 3, 4).
'This eternal Covenant was entered into by the Triune God before the
world- was created" and in fore-view of the fall in Adam, whereby
.Tehovah the Father "gave to His Co-equal Son an innumerable company 'of sinners to' redeem, He engaging to become the Surety of
the better Covenant, and cheerfully consenting to the tarms of the
Covenant of grace; "Lo,I come: in the volume of the book [of Divine
decreeJ it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God; yea,
Thy law is within My heart" (Psalm xl. 7, 8). "A body hast Thou
prepared Me" (Heb. x. 5). Agreeably to this He saith, "I will declare
the decree: the Lord hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son; this day
,have I begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen
ior Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy
possession" (Psalm ii. 7, 8). So when all the conditions of the Covenant
-of grace on His 'part were fulfilled, the Son of God could address His
Divine Father, " I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to
·do" (John xvii. 4). 'He became obedient unto death, even the death of
,the cross, whereon He declared, "It is finished," that His perfect work
in doing and dying might be the meritorious cause whereby,'" by the
'obedience of one shall many be made righteous," and together with His
atoning sacrifice be imputed to them' that believe. Finally, the Third
Person in'the everlasting Covenant,' the Eternal Spirit, engaged to fill
the human nature of the Son of Man, anointing Him at His baptism,
abiding upon Him until the day when" He was declared to be t4e
'Son of God with power, according to, the Spirit of holines,!, 1:1y the
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resurrection from the dead" (Hom. i. 4). He also undertook to bring
the redeemed ones back to God, by testifying of Jesus in their hearts,
making them willing in the day of His power; quickening, sanctifying,
. leading, and witnessing that they are the children of God, "For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God"
(Horn. viii. 14).
As we meditate \.!.pon " the sure Covenant" under our consideration
the conviction is forced upon us that it does not in any sense
savour of legality, but is the outcome of the undertaking of the
Covenanting Spirit, according to that Word, "Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phil. ii. 12, 13).
It is not a spirit of bondage, but where the Spirit of God is, there
is liberty, freedom to serve in newness of spirit and not in the oldness
of the letter. He leads these men of God, returned from captivity
with humble repentance and contrition, to desire the national
Covenant with Israel's God, publicly and solemnly declaring themselves to be His people, and seeking to be brought into" the bond of
the Covenant" (Ezek. xx. 37) everb,stingly, by being interested in the
new Covenant promised by the mouth of Jeremiah the Prophet, during
the seventy years' captivity: "But this shall be the Covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel: After those days, saith the Lord, I will
put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be
their God, and they shall be My people. And they shall teach no more,
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord; for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto
the greatest of them; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their SillS no more" (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34). "I will give them
one heart and one way, that they may fear Me for ever, for the good of
them, and of their children after them: and I will make an everlasting
Covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them
good, but I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not
depart from :Me" (Jer. xxxii. 39,40). Oh blessed work of the Covenanting Spirit! May He graciously bring us all int.() this "bond of the
Covenant." That such solemn transactions on the part of His people
are owned of God and well pleasing in His sight, we desire to testify
our conviction. Looking back nearly sixty years, we recall the earnest
appeal of a godly. governess (she entered into the joy of her Lord
November 25th, 1840) as she set before her pupils the blessedness of
seeking the Lord in youth, and pressed upon them the desirability of
taking a sheet of paper, and, as in the presence of God, solemnly to
declare their heart's desire to be the Lord's, to be His disciples, and learn
of Him, so that their life might be devoted to His service, then
deliberately to sign it, and add the date.
The document may have been lost as life rolled on, but not the
memory of it; and that our God ratifies such earnest, definite selfsurrender, the ble;>sed end of five out of six, known to have followed
out the suggestion, is proof sufficient. We have heard it said that
young hypocrites are thus made, but we believe it not; and are fully
persuaded of those five, whose life-testimony was so distinctly other-
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wise, that, as we trace out the record of this chapter, we believe their
names are in the Book of Life above, as certainly as those in Nehemiah x. have honourable mention in God's register below to the end
of time! "And because of all this, we make a sure covenant and
w1"ite it, and seal unto it." And God verifies it! The Scottish Solemn
Leagne and Covenant corresponds closely with this national one of
Nehemiah's day. The earliest of these bonds is dated December 3rd,
1557, and the subscribers are the Earls of ARGYLE, GLENCAIRN,
MORTON, LORD LORNE, and ERSKINE of Dun. They framed a bond
or covenant in which they promised, "before the Majesty of God and
His congregation, to employ their whole power, substance, and very
lives to establish the Gospel in Scotland, in defending its ministers,
and building up its congregation," Again it was subscribed (1581)
by the King and his household and by all ranks in the country: in
this the Covenanters swore to resist Popery, and maintain constitutional monarchy. They explicitly abjured the Romish tenets, and
promised to adhere to and defend the doctrine and the government of
the Reformed Church of Scotland.
Again the Covenant was recast, adapted to the present juncture, and
subscribed with great solemnity in .Greyfriars' Church, Edinburgh,
on the 1st of March, 1608. The" underscribed" noblemen, barons,
gentlemen, burgesses, ministers, and commons promised and swore "all
the days of our life constantly to adhere to and defend the true
religion." These facts arc gleaned from :Br. WYLIE'S History of
Protestantism. The whole narration is of thrilling interest; we
commend its perusal. He says: "God was not merely a witness
as in other oaths. He was a party. On the one side was the
Scottish nation: on the other was the Sovereign of heaven and earth,
the mortal entered into a covenant with the Eternal; the finite allied
itself with the Infinite. So did the Scots regard it. They stood on
the steps of the Divine throne as they lifted up their hands to
swear' to the Lord, the everlasting God.' " A scene like this stamps
as with photographic stroke, the impress of its grandeur upon a
nation's character, and the memory of it abides as a creative influence
in after generations.
From the same author we learn that this same expedient for
cementing union and strengthening confidence amongst the friends of
Protestantisffi has been resorted to in other lands. 'I The Lutheran
princes repeatedly subscribed similar bonds (our gracious QUEEN
being a lineal descendant of two who signed the famous Protest at
the Diet of Spires). The Waldenses assembled beneath the rocks of
Bobbio, and with uplifted hands, swore to enkindle their 'ancient
lamp' 01' die in the attempt. The citizens of Geneva twice over met
in their great Church of St. Peter, and swore to the Eternal to
maintain their Evangelical confession. Berne and some other Swiss
capitals hallowed their struggle for the Gospel by an oath. The
Hungarian Protestant followed this example. In 1561, the nobles,
citizens, a.nd troops in Eslau bound themselves by oath not to forsake
the truth, and circulated their Covenant in the neighbouring parishes,
where also it was subscribed."
Doubtless all these followed the
C
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initiative in this inspired account under our consideration, and the
Divine Spirit influenced them all. "There are diversities of operation,
but it is the same God which worketh all in all" (2 Cor. xii. 6). Lest
any should think such solemn transactions have the spirit of legality
or presumption, the Evangelical Prophet declares it to be of God, the
result of the outpouring of the Spirit: "For I will pour water upon
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour My
Spirit upon thy seed,and My blessing, upon thine offspring. One shall
say, I am the Lord's, and another shall call himself by the name of
Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and'
surname himself by the name of Israel" (Isaiah xliv. 3, 5). Thus ill
making a sure Covenant and writing it, they individually set to their
seal tbat God is true, evidencing their faith by a definite act which
proved it to be not dead faith, but a living, operative principle. Then
follow the names of those that sealed, N ehemiali the Tirshatha heading
the list, followed by the priests and the Levites. ".The men which
were expressed by name" (2 Chron. xxviii. 15) having God's approval
as representatives of the others. "The rest of the people, the priests,
the Levites, th'e porters, the singers, the N ethinims, and all they that
had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the law'
of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, everyone having
li.howledge and having understanding; they clave to their brethren,.
their nobles, and' entered into a curse and into an oath, to walk in
God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to
observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and His.
judgments and His statutes." Though these did not put their hand
to the document, theil' heal'ts wel'e with theil' bl'ethl'en, and it could be
said of them, "everyone had knowledge and understanding "-they
were not blindly led, but fully ratified this national Covenant, pledging
themselves by oath, "that we would not give our daughters mito the
people of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons." This law of
marriage is still binding upon believers: "Be ye not unequally yoked
with unbelievers" (2 Cor. vi. 14). It is a New Testament commandment! " She is at liberty to be married to whom she will, only in the
Lord" (1 Cor. vii. 39). " And if the people of the land bring ware or
any victllals on the Sabbath or on the holy day to sell, that we would
not buy it of them on the Sabbath or on the holy day, and that "e
would leave tbe1seventh year,' and the exaction of every debt." Oh that
in our favoured land there 'might be such solemn Covenant as this,
emanating from our Queen and rulers, to restore the sanctity of the
Lord's Day, that indeed it might be again distinguished as a holy
day, a delightful and honourable, instead of continual inroads
upon its hallowed hours and privileges being sanctioned by those of
authority to constitute a working day for so many and a pleasureseeking period for the masses! "Also we made ordinances for us, to
charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the sen-ice
of the house of our God; for the shewbread, and for the continual
meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering of the Sabbaths,
of the new moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy things, and
for the sin offerings to make an atonernent for Israel, and for all the-
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work of the house of our' God." A very important item is this one in
the national covenant, that of making provision for the expenses
entailed by divine worship. How costly, compared with our worship,
was Israel's; yet the people in their impoverished condition, returned.
from captivity, freely pledge themselves to a charge upon their
income of one third of a shekel. How many a congregation among
us this puts to shame, whose "incidental expenses" are habitually in
al'l;ears. It does not appear that the rich and noble were to provide
more liberally, but that the charge should be on rich and poor alike, as
equally "partakers of the benefit." It is in accordance with New
Testament order. "Ve have been struck recently, in consecutive
reading, with "the collection" being noticed in both Old and New
(2 Ohron. xiiv. 6, 9; 1 001'. xvi. 1). We commend the subject to
prayerfril study.
"As God hath prospered," is the proportion
enjoined on all who are the Lord's, "for all the work of the house of
our God."
"And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, for
the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, after the houses
of our fathers, at times appointed year by year, to burn upon the
altar of the Lord our God unto the priests that minister in the 'house
of our God." 'Vhat is everybody's bUsiness often proves a failure,
so tIrey cast lots to determine the time when each man should bring
in a supply of fuel, for" the fire shall ever be burning upon the altar;
it shall never go out; it shall not be put out" (Levit. vi. 12,13). The
consumption of wood being so constant and great, the regula]; supply
must be adequate, and by this clause provision is made without controversy. Bles&ed, for ever blessed, be our Great Sacrifice, when He bore
the 'cross upon which He offered up Himself, the fire of Divine wrath
against sin was for ever put out as regards them that believe in Him
and are brought into union with Him! For those who" neglect so
great salvation" "the fire is not quenched," will never go out, nor be
put out eternally! " And to bring in the firstfruits of our ground, and
the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the house
of the Lord." "Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase. So shall thy barns be filled with plenty,
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine" (Prov. iii. 9, 10).
Some we have known who did this, putting aside for the Lord the ti,rstfruits ofth8 New Year, and the Lord's faithfulness was conspicuous.
While we do not believe in decorating our churches at Harvest Thanksgivings with fruits, flowers, and vegetables, for He" neither is worshipped
with men's hands as though He needed anything," nor is it spiritual
worship to present to God, who is a Spirit; yet we are assured that God
delights in the willing offerings of His people, and these are" the firstfruits of the Spirit" which trees of the Lord's planting yield to Him
when they acknowledge before Him that every breathing God-ward,
every desire after Him, conviction of sin and contrition for it, with
yearning to do His will and longing for conformity to His image, all
come from Him as they are rendered back to Him in praise.
Thus, "Of Thine own have we given Thee," and so waving the
firstfruits, we go on to reap the full harvest-establishment of soul,
c 2
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assurance of faith, hope, and understanding, with "joy and peace in
believing."
"Also the first-born of our sons."
"Lo! children and the fruit
of the womb are an heritage and gift that cometh of the Lord," and
So only do we rightly possess these gifts as we yield them unto Him,
" for all the first-born are Mine," and being dedicated by parents, we
cannot find throughout the Scriptures that He rejects any dedicated
person or thing.
"Every devoted thing is most holy unto the
Lord" (Levit. xxvii. 28). He who gave His first-born, His only begotten
Son, "that He might be the first-born among many brethren," delights
in "the general assembly and Church of the first-born."
The various firstfruits mentioned of cattle, herds, and flocks, even
of "our dough," show the Lord's claim upon us, and all that we have,
to have the first place in our affections and the first recognition in
everything.
Thus was provision made for the priests and Levites ;
keep up close connection between the ministers and ministered unto,
that they should reap the carnal things who have sown spiritual
things, "our tillage" benefitting them, as their spiritual husbandry
feeds us. The Lord's truth is to be recognized by us; it sanctifies
and blesses all our store. The Levites were to bring the tithe of
tithes, acknowledging God also in all that was bestowed by the people.
No doubt the principle upon which the tithing system in the Church
of England was framed was in harmony with God's pattern in Israel.
Abuses have arisen and circumstances are changed., but Christian
liberality abideth, and God's claims are unchangeable. Blessed are
all they who resolve, with these covenanters, " We will not forsake
the house of our God," for such shall never be forsaken of Him.
Leicester.
MARY.
THY TIMES ARE IN HIS HAND.
(PSAL){

xxxi. 15.)

THY times are in His hand
Who spreads the spacious skies,
Who leads the lustrous stars,
Who is supremely wise.

Will not the One All-Wise
All wisely choose thy lot;
All wisely guide thy feet
Across this desert spot?

Thy times are in His hand
Who reins the sea aright,
Who binds the winds at will,
Who owns resistless might.

Can not the Mighty One,
Who ever hath " all power,"
Defeat thine every foe,
Defend thee every hour?

Thy times are in His hand
'Who left His throne above,
Who filled a tomb for thee,
Who is Immortal Love.

And shall not Deathless Love
Spare thee all needless ill ?
Give thee all needful good?
He sW'ely, surely will.

Thy times are in His hand,
Thy steps are planned by Him;
Then, wherefore dost thou fear
The veiled future dim?

Thy times are in His hand
Whose dealings thou shalt praise,
When thou dost clearly see
In heaven's unclouded blaze.

ISA.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE FORSAKEN SON.
"Be is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"M.'IJ God, my God,:why hast Thou forsaken Me? "-MATTHEW xxvii. 46.
NEVER did Jesus appear more lovely in the eyes of saints and angels
than when stretched o,n the cross, "His visage was so marred more
than any man, and His form more than the sons of men')
(Isaiah lii. 14), through the bitter pains of His body and the extremer
anguish of His mind. Then He made His Soul an offering for sin
(Isaiah liii. 10). His wounded, thorn-crowned brow, His bleeding side,
His pierced hands and feet, the muscles and nerves of His sacred Body
all strained to the utmost tension of torture were indeed the signs
of awful physical suffering. But, dreadful as this was, it was not to
be compared with the agony of His Soul while overwhelmed in the
horrors of the outpoured vials of Divine wrath against sin. Deep
called unto deep when the waves and the billows passed over His holy
Soul. Our sin met its penalty in those unimaginable sufferings of
God's dear Son. What He endured no mind can comprehend.
His
woes culminated in the tremendous moment when the cup was
drained to its dregs, and its bitterest ingredient tasted, calling forth
the heart-rending cry: "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me 1" 'Vith reverence we would consider the astonishing fact that-

CHRIST WAS FORSAKEN.
When this took place, the Lord Jesus was not only suffering the direst
torments, but He was also passing through a singularly paradoxical
pathway. He was far advanced in the dread Valley of the Shadow
of Death, which was not a shadow, but a terrible reality to Him. The
King of Terrors was even then beginning to prevail against His
human body. The Creator of all (John i. 3) must bow His head and
die, for His hour was now come. The appointed time of dissolution
was at hand for Him who was the Life. Not only was the Lord of
Life grappling with the grim monster Death, but the powers of
darkness surrounded Him in force. The darkness which covered the
earth was a type of that which enveloped His mind.
When he
uttered the cry to His Father, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabbachthani," darkness prevailed without and within. This was a mysterious experience
for the true Light to undergo. Christ the Life apparently perished
in death. Christ the Light was quenched in darkness. Great was
the love that animated and upheld Him, He went into the dark·
ness to bring out those who otherwise must have dwelt there for ever.
He died that they might live. Love was the cause and salvation
the consequence of His enduring the hiding of His Father's face,
He was forsaken by His God that the Church might never be j and
by His friends and disciples also-" They all forsook Him and fled"
(Mark xiv. 50).
We must here observe, under His Father's forsakings there was no
change in the relationship existing between Father and Son. God was
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still His Father though hi:lden. Neither was there any severance of
the union everlastingly subsisting between the Persons of the co-equal
and co-eternal Father and Son. Moreover, in this forsaking there was
no withdrawal of the Father's affections, He did not cease to love His
Son, even when the cry was uttered by the expiring Saviour, "My God,
my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" Christ's dolour and grief
consisted in the withholding of all comfort and the withdrawal of
the Father's presence. This produced in Jesus extreme and intolerable
desolation of spirit. Sin's awful curse was then endured, whilst it
was imputed to and laid upon Him as the sinner's Substitute. The
Paschal Lamb was bleeding to death, yielding up the life they could
not take. The supreme horror of thf,t moment lay in the fact that
His God was not with Him. He trod the winepress alone (Isa,iah lxiii. 3).
It was then, while the Surety was paying the debt of penalty due
for transgression He breathed forth'
•

THE LAMENTABLE COMPLAINT,

which proved that Jesus was sensible of his Father's desertion. He
felt the withholdings of the light of His countenance. All true
disciples of Jesus do. There is a certain class of great professors
who talk !oudly of darkness and desertion, but who never moum the
Lord's absence nor ever think of asking, "\fRY hast Thou forsaken
me 7" It is evident such have no fellowship with J e-sus, and are no
disciples of His. Had they ever have rejoiced in the sweet presence
of their Father, and enjoyed love-communings with Him, they would
be sensible of and grieved at His absence liKe their Elder Brothel'.
Now, God forsook His beloved Son because of our sin. The Father
turned His face away w4ile the great sacrifice was b~ng consummated which should be the propitiation. There the sword of justice
pierced Him up to the hilt, the vials of wrath were poured upon
Him to the uttermost, the indignation of the Lord spent itself in the
awful storm of vengeance which overwhelmed His holy soul in its
unspeakable anguish.
Mark' the mighty power of divine love in the Saviour's heart to
poor lost sinners; so that we siI!-g"Loved moved Him to die, and on this we rely,
Our Jesus has loved us, we cannot tell why;
But this we can 'tell, He loved us so well,
As to lay down His life to redeem us from helL"
In the next place we may consider the dear Redeemer when unde
the hidings of His Father's face as
'
OUR EXAMPLE,

or type. If such things were done in Him, what may not we
expect 1 It is no strange thing for sons of God to be forsaken in
the same manner in which J eaus was, though not to the same
degree.
"We do at most but taste the cup,
'Tis He alone has drunk it up."

.'
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Dear Christian Reader! However dark, desolate and deathly thou
art, learn of Jesus to look to thy Father. The appeal to Him shall
not be in vain. Thou art crucified with Christ (Gal. ii. 20), and so
diest daily (1 Cor. xv. 31). The Lord help thee to desire to be
made conformable unto His death (Phil. iii. 10). Especially note
that His dying prayer was brief, poignant, and in the form of a
question. Followers of Jesus in the Via Crucis-the way of the
Cross-do, with their Master, in the hour of His extremity, bring all
their hard cases and questionings to their God. Jesus cried" My GOD! 11Y GOD!"
Faith failed not. The dying Lamb claimed His relationship even in
the moment when reason and sense would have concluded that the
Father disowned Him. His Church is inseparably united with Him,
and as her' Representative and Head, on her behalf He says, "J.l1y
God! My God!" His Father and our Father is the God of all the
members of His mystic body. This is never so fully realized as when
they have fellowship in His sufferings, while they endure the hidings
of God's face, and lose, for a season, tlJ.e enjoyment of His presence,
crying with their Lord.......,.,
",My GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME 7 ,i
B~"'

KQ

THERE is a serpent everywhere but in the heavenly paradise. Only
they complain not of temptations who are willing slaves to the tempter.
They who wrestle with more than flesh or blood need more than the
strength of flesh and. blood to help them in their ,nestlings. It is the
honour of the saints to conquer when they are tempted; but it is their
happiness, when above, to be without temptation. A gracious soul
,cannot live here without sin, and yet can easier die than sin.-Caryl.

IN the Levitical dispensation the laying-on of the hands on the head
of the sacrifice was never to be omitted, intimating the transfer of the
guilt from the sinner to the sacrifice. It is from not recognising this
fact that often plunges us into a vortex of uncertainty with regard to
the pardon of our sins. How often do we hear the child of God
exclaiming, "Oh my sins-those sins of my youth, those sins of
lmregeneracy; or, ever since I have known the Lord, those uprisings
of my own' deceitful heart!" Now, such tenderness on account of
sin is not to be checked; but yet, where it prevails to distress and
harass the child of God, such an one is forgetting this blessed word
H transfer."
They have been laid upon the head of the Sacrifice, and
their guilt is removed. Says the Lord, "I have blotted out thy sins,"
and if a man is rightly directed, this is what he wants to know. "I am
in the midst of life's battle and turmoil; I have to do business in the
world, and with it; I cannot get out of my position, here I am; and I
know time is hastening me onwards,to eternity; but I have calmness
and inward peace if I can feel that my sins are forgiven and that
Jesus died for me.
Oh to realize this more and more, eternal
redemption for me, even me I "-The late Geo1'ge Cowell.

- - - ----

_._--
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"CHRIST IN YOU."
VERY recently, at a small gathering of Christian friends in
Warwickshire, I heard a true man of God from the North speaking
upon various aspects of the believer as regards his life in Christ.
Thus, life from Christ (John vi. 24, 25) j life in Christ (Rom. viii. 1);
life with Christ (1 Cor. i. 9); life to Christ (2 Cor. Y. 15); and life fm'
Christ (Phil. ii. 16). I have since been thinking of the opposite aspect,
which, however, is closely interwoven with the speaker's discourse,
since Christ and His Church are indissolubly one. Let us, then, dear
Christian reader, briefly consider three points, namely, Christ w£th us,
Christ j01' us, and Christ in us. Christ with us: "Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world." How often this is ,erified in
om' experience. We know and are persuaded of His constant presence
by numerous evidences. His communion with us-the sweet reciprocal
messages He flashes into the soul a.s we hold communion with Him;
His constant answers to the feeblest supplications. "Tell me, Lord,
which way I should take," indicated by Him immediately. "Open the
way, Lord, th'1t I may have a prosperous interview," whp.n dreading
some personal call. Lo, all was made so smooth, the encounter so
long feared proving a positive pleasure! Haye you not often found it
so, dear reader? I have; and I belie,e' the more frequently we take
even the smallest matter to Him, the more we shall find how ready He
is to sympathize, and to arrange the very smallest details concerning His
children. For their interest is His interest, and we know how,'.humanly
speaking, mutual interest binds. And so we find He is with us always,
listening, loving, caring. Coming out of the Victoria Rooms one day,
from one of the sweet Clifton Conference meetings, a lady said to me,
" Oh, how my heart chimed in with the last speaker! "-one who had
been speaking of prayer-" My life is so full of answers to prayer. I
felt I should like to rise and testify how true it all is. I could give
so many remarkable instances from my own life." And within the
last few days, a friend was telling me of her sister, whose life of faith
and utter dependence upon God is so often marked by the most striking
deliverances at apparently the last moment, when all seemed hopeless.
Verily there are many GEORGE MULLERS, on a small scale, amongst us
whose faith "removes mountains."
:My second point, Christ for us, is very closely entwined with all I
have just written, but I think, perhaps, is more correctly viewed in the
light of His substitution for us in His Father's sight. He became" sin
for us" (2 Cor. Y. 21); He " gave Himself for us" (Gal. ii. 20). Thus
He stands as a wall of adamant between the poor trembling, guilty
soul and the great enemy" I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him Thou hast died."
And in the sight of a pure and holy God, who requires perfect
holiness and stainless purity, Christ is for us, and, by His imparted
righteousness" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay ? ,~
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Christ for us. Though wars may rage among the nations, and though
persecutions may arise in the Church, yet will not we fear, for He is
for us, and if our eyes were opened, as the servant of Elisha, we too
should see the horses and chariots of fire round about. " The angel of
the Lord encampeth "-encampeth, dear reader, that means no temporary,
momentary sojourn-" round about them that fear Him," and-note
the issue-" delivereth them."
But I must pass on to my third point, Christ in us; and this subject
is so full and so sweet we can but take one brief little :sip from the
ocean of fulness. The one facet, so to speak, of this diamond that I
have more especially been led to think of us is, " Christ in you, the
hope of glory" (Col. i. 27). When we think of Christ, who is Himself
everlasting life, in us-when we think of His life joined, interwoven in
us-we may well rejoice in the hope of glory. "Since He lives, I cannot
die." "Who shall separate us" from His love, and therefore from
His life ~ "In whom also we have obtained an inheritance" (Eph. i. 1 i).
Oh, what an inheritance, that fadeth not away! And let us never
forget the object, "That we thould be to the praise of His glory."
How seldom we think and act and speak to the· praise of His glorywe who should reflect His image to a dark, sad world. And what
a position for the child of God, "That we should be to the praise of
His glory" ! He the Maker of all things, the eternal, immutable, allpowerful, glorious God, before whom angels veil their faces. ,. That we
should be to the praise of His glory"! Note another expression of
this mutual endearment. If we, by His life in us, look forward to
the riches of glory in Him, so too does He look upon us as "the riches
of the glory of His inheritance in the saints" (Eph. i. 18). Oh, what
weight of love and honour and glory hath He bestowed upon us!
Christ in us, the sum and source and satisfaction of all. Verily, He
" loads us with benefits," and cheers the way of the wilderness with
the knowledge of so much love, which will expand to fuller knowledge
as the outward man decays, and the inward man is renewed day by
day.
" But oh, the -more we learn of Thee,
And Thy rich mercy prove,
The more we long Thy face to see,
And fully know Thy love."
Goel grant this fulness of knowledge to each dear reader and to the
writer, for Christ's sake.
NETTlE.
THE WORD OF GOD.-" Holy men of old wrote as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost," and those sacred oracles of God, preserved from
generation to generation by the oversight of a Covenant God, are
handed down to us, translated into our own language-and oh the
preciousness of that Word! What should we do without it, beloved ~
It is a field in which is hidden invaluable treasure; it is the revealed
wiJI of our heavenly Father to His children; it is a mine of weaHh, a
living spring, our God's legacy to His Church.-The late George
C01Oell.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
HOLIDAY IN NORTH -WALES.

OFF for a holiday! How delightful! Has the time re~ll:r come 1
and may business, or parochial, household, and other cares be left
behind for a season, and the busy and weary worker have nothing to
do except to try and enjoy himself and rest? Yes; but it is -only
the busy and weary worker that can thoroughly enjoy such a time.
The idler cannot enjoy it, or the supposed-to-be pri,ileged person
who has plenty of leisure and nothing to do. Such know little or
nothing of the intense delight of a holiday to a busy worker. "I
can scarcE'ly tell you," said a busy Chri tian man to me some time
ago, "how eagerly I look forward to my annual holiday. It seems
to brace me up for the whole of the year, and I do not know \I'hat I
should do without it."
It is a satisfactory thing that the custom of giving and taking an
annual holiday ha~ become so generally adopted as it now has. A
generation or two ago it seems to have been comparatively a rare
thing, and our forefathers probably very seldom thought of it, or
wished for it; but the special exigencies of modern times, the keen
competition, the a=ieties, and the high pressure of business life, have
made a great change in this respect; and the most menial servant or
the humblest clerk seems now to expect an annual holiday as a matter
of course. It is a great boon when wisely used, and "ise employers
will give it ungrudgingly, and perhaps e,en sympathetically smooth
the way for it as far as they can, so as to make it as pleasant as
possible ,to the persons in their employ to ,,-horn they give it.
But supposing this pleasant time is in prospect, or draws near, the
question perhaps arises, "How shall :-e spend it? or where shall we
go to ?" A very large number, whose means permit of their doing so,
go abroad. Every summer Englisl;1 tourists are to be found all over
the Continent, as well as in Sweden, Km'way, Russia, and other
countries. But we think that this is done to an inadvisable extent.
Undoubtedly, the no,elty of foreign countries is pleasant; the scenery
in many cases is wondrously grand and beautiful, and the complete
change of air, and scene, and food, and surroundings, is not only
interesting, but also in some cases very beneficial. But, on the other
hand, the long journeys which foreign travel entails are ,ery \l'eari·
some; inconveniences and annoyances are also frequently to be met
with; and enormous sums of money are thus put into the pockets of
foreigners which would be an immense boon to numbers of our fellowcountrymen if spent at home. In the United Kingdom also a
wonderful variety of scenery may be found-not quite so grand and
beautiful as some scenery abroad-but, nevertheless, sufficiently
grand and beautiful to give great delight and pleasure; and it has
the great advantage of being within easy reach.
Last summer I had the pleasure of going with a small family party
for a holiday to North Wales. We had for some time much ,,'ished to
see something more of 'Vales than we had pre,iously seen; and our
holiday proved to be a particularly enjoyable time.
Two of our
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number, at least, were very busy workers, and they had looked forward
to this holiday with the most intense longing. It was really delightful
to notice' the deep interest which they took in everything, and the
marked benefit which the complete change and rest speedily conferred
upon them. The sight of their pleasure and benefit reminded one of
how much good might be done by persons to whom the Lord has
given an abul).dance of this world's goods, in providing a thorough
h.oliday for busy workers who otherwise would not be able to obtain
it; taking them with them" perhaps, when feasible, or else paying
their .expenses, and thus increasing the joy of their own time of travel
and change by the consciousness that they are sharing their advantages
with others.
We know of one or two instances in which this has
been done; but probably, if thought of, it might be more' frequently
done.
We found, upon inquiry, that special facilities are afforded by the
Great Western, the London and North vVestern, and the Cambrian
Cheap return
Railway Companies to tourist.s for visiting ·W,tles.
tickets are available by through express trains, and circular tickets
are obtainable for extending tours in ever-so-many different directions.
In fact, nothing was wanting in. this respect for travellers' comfort
and convenience..
'
. As we entered 'Vales, via Shrewsbury and 'Welshpool, the scenery
became extremely pretty.
The line runs along some fertile valleys,
aJllongst 4ills and mountains of various form and height; and every
l).OIV and then an opening on the right hand or on the left showed us
other valleys, hills, and mountains stretching away into the far
distance.
By-and-by we came to the estuary of Aberdovey, and
:;Iofter running along by its side for a few miles, we arrived at the
open sea. Our first stopping-place was Towyn, a place which was
only a small village a Jew years ago, but which is now rapidly
becoming a town. It is situated in an advantageous position on the
r;;hores of Cardigan Bay, and it has a fine view of the adjacent
mountains, and an excellent parade and sea-beach. Many interesting
~xcllrsiolls can be .taken from thence; for example, to the summit of Cader
Idris, one of the highest mountains in Wales, and from which there
is a magnificent view on a clear day; to Talyllyn, a fine lake amongst
the mountains, easily accessible by a "toy railway," and renowned
for its good fishing; to the" Happy Valley," which appears to be a
very probable abode of special peace and quietness; and to several
other places.
We were particularly interested in visiting a little village, only
about tWQ miles distant from Towyn, where MARY J ONES, a remarkable
Welsh maiden, lived and lies buried. Her story strikingly shows how
useful a person even in very humble life may be, and how small
may be the beginning of some great and important work. Her story
is this :-She attended, when she was very young, a Sunday School
which was founded in an out-of-the-way village near the Talyllyn
Lake, some miles from her home, by an earnest-minded Christian
pastor, Mr. CHARLES, of Bala; and, deeply impressed by the instruction
which she received there, she became extremely anxious to obtain a
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copy of the Bible in her own-the Welsh-language. But, although
she inquired in various directions, she could not obtain a copy. The
Christian Knowledge Society had indeed at that time published an
edition of the Bible in Welsh, but it had become extremely scarce,
and the Society had no intention of publishing any further editions.
Notwithstanding this difficulty, the girl kept her purpose steadily in
view, and for some years she saved up all the money which she
,could spare from her scanty earnings, until she had got a sum which
she thought would be sufficient to buy a copy. Then she determined
to go and see Mr. CHARLES, at Bala, and find out whether it was
possible to buy a copy from him. But Bala is a very long way from
the village where MARY J ONES resided, and to reach it involved for
her a lonely, fatiguing, and perilous walk of forty miles across the
mountains. U ndauIlted, however, she filled a small wallet with
provisions, set off on her journey, and duly arrived at Bala. There
she saw Mr. CHARLES, and told him her story; but, to her great
disappointment, he said that he had only two or three copies of the
Welsh Bible left in his possession, one was a copy which he constantly
used himself, and the others were intended for his particular friends;
and he did not know where any other copies could be had. The
poor girl was so utterly disappointed, that she burst into tears; upon
which, moved by her evidently deep and genuine grief, the good man
started up, and fetching a copy of the Welsh Bible, he handed it to
her, saying, "My good girl, you shall have a copy of the Bible in
your own language, even if I have to go altogether without one.
Keep your savings, and accept this as a present from me." ,Ye can
fancy how gratefully she accepted the kind gift, and how light was
her step, and how glad was her heart, as she returned homewards on
her long and dreary walk. But who could have foreseen the result
of her effort 1 Mr. CHARLES was so impressed with her case, and
with the need of having more Welsh Bibles printed, that he went up
to London, and laid the matter before the Committee of the then
recently formed Religious Tract Society; and this step led to the
formation of the great Society wbich has been so widely known as
the" British and Foreign Bible Society" ; a society which now prints
and publishes the Holy Scriptures in four hundred different languages,
and which has been the means of distributing an almost countless
number of them almost all over the world.
Amongst the special
treasures of that Society, which are now kept in its London house,
is the identical copy of the Bible which Mr. CHARLES, of Bala, gave
nearly a hundred years ago to that poor Welsh maiden. Ought anyone to say,-in view of sU0h circumstances as these,-" I cannot be of
any use in the world" 1 In the case of the Lord's dear children, if
only the Master be pleased to make use of them, although their
positions in life may be ever so insignificant, and their talents ever so
small, the results of that use may be far beyond their utmost
imagination.
From Towyn we visited Aberystwyth, a fashionable watering-place
about twenty-seven miles distant, very strongly recommended as a
health resort in days gone by, by the celebrated physician, Sir ASlI,EY

.
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COOPER. Next to Aberystwyth is a village which bears the euphonious
name of "Llanfihangelgeneurglyn," something akin to the still more
remarkable and euphonious name of the railway station beyond Bangor,
namely,-" Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerchwyrndrobwlltysiliogogogoch " !
-however can English lips and tongues· correctly pronounce these
erratically-spelt Welsh names 1-and strange to say, the next village
to that is one which bears the thoroughly English name of "Bow
Street"! The sea-view, and the breezes from the lofty cliff which
stands at the north end of the town of Aberystwyth are very
fine; and the ancient castle, now in ruins, is historically very
interesting.
Afterwards we went further northwards, and spent a few days at
Barmouth. The railroad from Towyn thither gives the tourist some
fine views, but the highway road gives some much finer oneS. Two of
our party went by rail, and the others by road on bicycles. The road at
first makes a detour of about four or five miles inland, skirting a large
tract of land which has been cleyerly reclaimed from the sea; and then,
after winding round the back of a lofty headland, it suddenly comes in
sight of the sea, and then it presents a series of beautiful views as it
winds along the sides of the hills nearly all the way to Barmouth. Can
the reader imagine the scene ~ A vast expanse of ocean stretching
away to the other side of the great Cardigan Bay, whilst along the
distant shore for many miles lies a background of hills and mountains of
various sizes, and shapes, with Snowdon towering above them towards
the east; the weather exceptionally fine, and the ocean perfectly calm;
the sun shining brilliantly, the atmosphere warm and balmy, and so clear
that distant objects could be distinctly seen; the water reflecting the
deep blue of the sky above, and here and there the white sails cf a
yacht or fishing-boat glittering upon it ; whilst landwards the nearer hills
were decked with flowers and purple heather, and animals were peacefully grazing upon them; and all the works of God in nature around us
seemed to be rejoicing. Such was the scene which we witnessed, and
which we could not easily forget. Repeatedly exclamations of surprise
and pleasure arose from tbe members of our party; and one of them,
who was well acquainted with Italy, said that it was just like that
fair and lovely land. We were reminded of the Psalmist's words, "0
Lord, how manifold are Thy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them
all: the earth is full of Thy riches;" and we thought how exquisitely
delightful this world might be if there were no sin, or sorrow, or
pain, or sickness, or death in it.
After a time, continuing on the road from Towyn, the town of Barmouth appears in sight. It is very picturesquely situated close to the
sea, and at the base of some rocky heights, which shelter it from the
north and east; and it is near the mouth of a fine estuary which runs for
some miles inland, and which is crossed by a lengthy railway and foot
hridge. It is steadily increasing in size, and is becoming an important
town. It strikes a visitor-as several other towns in Wales may doas having in some respects a foreign aspect; and as one perce.ives,
especially on market days, some of the quaint costumes of the Welsh
people, and hears their strange language spoken around, this impression
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is deepened. Thus the visitor may find in our own hind some of the
novelties which seem to be so attractive to tourists abroad.
One thing especially pleased us in IVales, namely, the peace and restfulness of the Sabbath Day. Certainly, in the towns and places which
we visIted, the Sabl;Jath Day seemed to be kept with extra care; 'h~rdly
any vehicles, or even bicycles, were to be seen in use, although on other
days the streets were almost crowded with them; and the manner in
which the day was spent, both by the residents and the visitors, showed
a marked difference to the manner in which it is sometimes spent at
some of onr English watering-places.
The Parish Church at Barmouth is a noble modern building, and it
is situated in a commanding position in the centre of the town. It was
the gift of a munificent donor; and it was really a remarkable sight to
see the troops of people wending their way up to it on Sunday morning
and evening by the steep and winding road which leads to it. We were
told that when the Vicar received an intimation of the intention of the
generous dono~' to build it, he called upon a wealthy man, who
owned the site upon which it now stands, and asked him wJ.1ether he
would sell it at a reduced price, because it was required for the erection
of a building for the worship of God; but the reply which he received
was: "What is GOD to me 1 :My property is my own, and I shall d(}
what I like with it, and I shall only sell any of it at its full price." That
wealthy man had invested his money from time to time in the purchase
of land and buildings in and around the town until he owned a ,ery considerable portion of it, and it must have seemed as if in process of time
he would own almost the whole of it; but he died; and while we were
staying there placards were spread all over the place announcing that
his extensive possessions were all to be sold in many different lots; and
on the day of the sale the auction-room was crowded with a largenumber of purchasers, who eagerly bid against each other for different
portions of the property which was no longer his, but which he had
gathered together with so much care and trouble, and which he had
thought so much of. I was reminded of the words: "Be not thou
afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased;
for when he dieth he shall carry nothing away; his glory shall not
descend after him; though, while he lived, he blessed his soul;"-or,
"counted himself a happy man." (Prayer-book version.)
IVe were very sorry to find the preaching, in several places of
worship which we attended in vVales, very poor, and sometimes
manifestly tinged with error.
I do not allude to the preaching at
the IVelsh services, for we did not attend them, because we did not
understand the Welsh language; but I allude to the preaching at
the English services. There were one or two exceptions; for example, at
a IVesleyan chapel we heard an excellent sermon. But apart from
these exceptions, we listened to the preaching generally with much
regret. In one sermon we heard the Popish CARDINAL }IAXXEG referred
to and quoted as being a divine of high and unimpeachable authority;
and in another the preacher gave a most fanciful interpretation of Holy
Scrip'ture, a sort of feeble religious allegory, which might perhaps
be considered somewhat ingenious and clever, but which was really
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quite out of place as a sermon. Can souls be benefited and fed with
such husks as these 1
It was curious to hear, upon one occasion, a hymn given out in
English and Wclsh, and the congregation requested to sing it in
both languages at once. One would have thought that the result
would be a confusion of sounds; but it was not so. The two versions
of the hymn were of the same metre, so that they could be sung to
the same tune; and the result was singular, but not unpleasant,
The congregation seemed te be composed in about equal numbers of"
English and Welsh, and sometimes the English voices and wordscould be heard above the Welsh, and at other times the Welsh
above the English. It suggested the inquiry, "How will the multitude of the redeemed sing in heaven 1" They will be gathered, we are
told, from "all nations, languages, and tongues;" will they then sing
together in all those old languages and tongues 1 We do not know;
but we do not think that they will do so. It seems more likely that
they will forget or cease to use their old languages, and that they
will all be enabled to understand and use one universal language,
the language of heaven. At any rate, we may be sure that, there will
be no confusion or discord in their singing; it will include·" a new
song," such as they never could sing· before; and its liappy refrain
will.be, "Unto Him who loved us, and washed us from our sins in
His own bloorl, and hath made us kings and priests unto God aild His
Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
Hatfrml Rectory, .l!m·ingdon.
D. A. DOUDKEL
(To be continued.)

THE P0RTRAIT.-THE REV. F. C. T. JANSEN.
THIS month we have much pleasure in publishing the portrait of
our valued friend, the Rev. F. C. T. JANSEN, M.A., Oxon., Vicar of
Newton Solney, near Bl1l'ton-on-Trent, as that of an earnest Evangelical and Protestant clergyman, and one of the younger witnesses
for God's truth in the ranks of the Church of England.
Mr. JANSEN comes of an illustrious Huguenot family. He was born
at Gloucester, in 1865, and received his earlier education at the Crypt
Grammar School in HOOPER'S cathedral city, going thence to the
University of Oxford, where he graduated in the Honour School
of Theology. Like many other of God's people, Mr. J ANSEN expresses
himself unable to fix the precise date of his conversion by grace,
but with JOHN NEWTON is content to confess, "I am not what
I should like to be, but thank God I am not what I once was." In
the pages of the Ch~lrchman's lJt[agazine, where, in 1897, an apprecia c
tive sketch of Mr. JANSEN appeared, it is stated that" he remembers
distinctly being aroused by a question put to him one evening by an
open-air preacher in Hyde Park, as to whether he was a believer. ' I
answered, Yes,' he says, 'and then the thought came over me, but
what if that is not so ~' He rushed home, locked himself in his bedroom, and then and there prayed that his answer might be made a
reality. This was when he was fifteen years of age."
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The Rev. GEORGE MALLE'fT, of Gloucester, whose portrait we pub·
lished some time since, was much used of God in counselling and
encouraging this young servant of Christ, whom he led to become
His Protestant
acquainted with distinctive Protestant principles.
convictions were also deepened at Oxford under the fostering, wise, and
sympathizing influence of that veteran Evangelical clergyman, the
Rev. Canon CHRISTOPHER. By the good Canon's advice he joined the
Church Association, and has to this day continued to render it warmhearted, practical service. One of his earliest efforts in connection with
Protestant work was to expose the Romanizing character of a
Ritualistic organization in London called "The Church of England
Working Men's Society." During his studies at Oxford he acted as the
University Correspondent of the English Churdmu:tn, supplying that
newspaper with a weekly letter on Evangelical and Protestant topics.
In 1888 he was ordained, his first curacy being at Clifton,
under the late beloved and faithful Rev. TALBoT GREAVES, whose
staunch example and] pronounced ministry served in no small
measure to consolidate and direct Mr. JANSEN'S Protestant convictions.
In the year 1891 Mr. GREAVES, it may be remembered, resigned his
charge of the parish of Clifton, and proceeded to Torquay. For Mr.
JANSEN our dear departed friend entertained a true regard, and his
good offices were exercised in the interest of his young fellow.labourer,
who was offered the country living of Newton Solney, Burtou-on-Trent.
For eight years Mr. JANSEN has ministered in this sphere, faithfully
treading the "old paths" and witnessing to those precious truths
which alone meet the needs of both saints and sinners. In his pulpit
discourses he lays speci!J,1 stress on the utter Iruin of man by the fall,
and on the sovereign remedy provided by God in the Gospel of His
grace. His example and influence as a true follower of Reformatiou
teaching produce a most useful effect in the neighbourhood of Newton
Solney, for uncompromising Protestant witnesses are far from being
numerous in the diocese of Southwell. Few people know how isolated
and solitary is the position of those clergymen who dare to be faithful
to the Scriptural and Protestant principles and standards of the reformed Church of England; and fewer still show themselves disposed
to make personal sacrifices to encourage and uphold those fearless
soldiers of Christ. Patiently and noiselessly the Evangelical work is
carried on from year to year, often under the greatest of difficulties
and in the face of painful local opposition. Faith in the promises of
Him who cannot lie sustains the Lord's servants, who know that,
whatever be the judgment of man, they have the smile of the :J'faster
accorded them, which more than compensates for the offence of the
cross.
No man can live by faith on Christ, no man can depend on His
sovereign power, who is not persuaded that all the frames of his heart,
all the secret groans and sighs of his spirit, all the inward labourings
of his soul against sin, and after conformity to Himself, are continually
under His eye and cognizance.-DI'. Olcen.
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l\1ULTUM IN PARVO.
So far from the action of the Bishops having been successful in
purging our Protestant churches of the ceremonial use of incense,
as an adjunct of the idolatrous Mass Sacrifice, a considerable number
of Romanizing "Priests" have decided to continue the innovation,
and also to use illegal processional "lights." Consequently, the
Bishops-who have tolerated those illegalities for many years, and
have only taken action under pressure of public indignation and
Parliamentary warning-find themselves in a serious dilemma. Their
only constitutional course is to cite the rebellious "Priests" to
answer 101' their contumacy in the Courts of the Realm, and as some
of their lordships are well known to have expressed sympathy for
the law-breakers, it is questionable whether legal action will be taken.
Should the Bishops, however, condone the defiance of thc recalcitrant
clergy, parliamentary redress will be sought by outraged Protestant
Churchmen, and offending members of the Episcopal Bench will be
called to account for their unfaithful stewardship.
The responsible
advisers of the QUEEN will in the forthcoming Session be put in
remembrance of the decision of the House of Commons arrived at
last spring, when the question of Ritualist anarchy was fully debated,
namely, that failing prompt action to put down the scandal of priestly
disobedience to the law in matters of ceremonial, repressive legislation
must be resorted to as an effectual remedy.- The "Golden Lecture"
is, no doubt, an institution with which our London readers, at any rate,
are well acquainted.
Many eminent preachers of Kmngelical truth
have, from time to time, occupied the pulpit of St. l\1argaret's Church,
Lothbury, at the week-day service, and addressed crowded congregations, consisting largely of merchants, bankers, and city clerks.
A
new appointment has lately been made to the lectureship, and the
City Pre6s publishes an interesting article on the subject, which we
transfer.
Our contemporary, whose information on all matters
affecting the interests of the City are most accurate, says: "The
efforts which have been made to draw attention to the Golden Lecture
at St. l\1argaret's, Lothbury, have been fully successful, and at yesterday's dinner-hour service the church was entirely filled. The lecture is
also known as the 'J o:les' Lecture, from the benefactor of that !lame
who left a bequest to the Haberdashers' Company for the delivery of
a lectme once a-week at St. Margal'et's. Originally the lectureship was
a life appointment, subject to annual revision.
The Rev. WATTS
WILKINSON was the Golden Lecturer for thirty-seven years, and
always succeeded in gathering an overflowing congregation.
He was
succeeded by CANON MELVIL, of wide fame, whose volume of Golden
Lectures is well-known. Dr. THOMPSON, Provost of Queen's College,
Oxford, was next elected, but he became the Bishop of Gloucester before
he could take up his lectureship.
PREBENDARY DANIEL MOORE,
incumbent of Camden Chapel, followed, retaining his post until he
D
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resigned owing to ill-health, after holding the appointment for thirtyseven years. Upon his resignation a new scheme of the Charity Commissioners came into force, and reduced the endowment of the lecture.
From that time the lecture ceased to be weekly, and was delivered in
two courses of six lectures each, making twelve annually. The appointment, too, became a yearly one, and has been held in succession by
the Rev. A. B. BOYD-CARPEJ>TER, the Rev. C. J. RIDGEWAY, the Rev.
H. E. J. BEVAN, and the Rev. BICKERSTETH OTTLEY. For the year
1899-1900 the Rev. F. S. WEESTER, Rector of All Souls', Langham
Place, has been appointed, and he commenced his first course recently.
Taking for his subject, 'The men who faced the fire,' ~Ir. 'WEBSTER
preached from Dan. iii. 14. Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abcdncgo,
said the preacher, many people to-day came into no collision with their
fellows so long as they remained loyal to their faith and pri1l0iples
in an unobtrusive manner.
It was only :when they stood out for
their convictions and refused to follow the popular lead that the
world prepared for them the burning fiery furnace, bringing upon
them open ridicule, and sometimes the secret machinations of ungodly
men. With us, however, as with the faithful men of old, the doing
of right without a thought of the consequences must be the base of
our actions.
We believed that from right doing would come our
deliverance, and that 'if not '-and this 'if not' was the grand point
in the story of Shadrach and his companions-if not, we must prefer
to suffer, rather than to sin. "-DEAK FARRAR has accepted a set of
Mass vestments, reported to be in fac simile of a set "ll"orn by THo)[AS
.A. BECKET. No small stir has been created among Protestant Churchmen by this extraordinary proceeding on the part of the Dean, and
correspondence has appeal'ed in the public press' protesting against the
reception of the symbols of idolatry and superstition.-A contemporary says :-" The Pr~testsnt party in this country is deeply indebted
to the Rev. Dr. HORTON, the able and scholarly Hampstead minister,
for the thorough and manly stand he has taken against Roman
Catholicism. No man of equal attainments, in recent times, has
devoted so much time and ability to the Protestant cause as has Dr.
HORToN, . Recently he was lecturing at the little to"ll"n of Frame, in
Somersetshire, on the question of Roman Catholicism. E,identl.' the
lecture was a very powerful one, and opened the eyes of the local
people, for in last week's issue of a local newspaper a Roman Catholic
Priest makes a bitter attack upon Dr. HORTON, and charges him ,,-ith
being the champion perverter of Catholic truth. This Catholic Priest
ought to know that a statement of that kind is no reply to Dr. HORTOK.
He should at any rate try to expose some of Dr. HORTOX'S statements, and meet argument with argument, and not resort to the
weap~m of all beaten controversialists-abuse."-The Globe says:" With incredible boldness the Rock is offering £5 to the first soldier
from South Africa who brings it, his QUEEN'S tin of chocolate, with
or without the chocolate. The fact that it will give this same sum
to the patriotic funds for our soldiers does not palliate the offence."Always on the alert to "improve the occasion," the Papalrepresentatives in England have decided to push their proselytizing work in
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conneCtion with the openIng of the Twentieth Century. A ,veekly
Nonconformist organ, referring to the movement, remarks :-" Roman
Catholics in England have made up their minds to inaugurat\l'the
new century with a heroic effort to spread the tenets 6f their denomination among the people in a greater degree than has hitherto been the
case. This intention was announced by CARDINAL VAUGHAK in a sermon
which he preached recently in the new Roman Catholic Church which
has been erected at Ealing for the Benedictine monks there. Special
religious services are to be held, lectures will be delivered, and Papal
tracts are to be written and distributed. A pilgrimage, in ,vhich the
artizans as well as the rich man would participate, was being organized,
in order to visit the POPE, and a large amount of money
would be presented to him as Peter'sPence.".......:..Recently,
. Mr. J OHK KENilI'l.' delivered an address at Surrey Chapel;
Blackfriars, the subject of which was "A Call to Action." In
the course of his remarks he said that in spite of recent developments
and certain steps which had been ta,ken, Romanizing influences in the
Church of England continued to sprc,l,d, and there were at present
over 1,400 churches in England where the confcssional was in daily
use. . He had himself seen as many as forty young women waiting to
take their turn at the Confessional ata' well-known church' in' the
South of Ertgland."-SIR RICHARD TE~{PLE was the principal speaker at
the annual meeting of the National Protestant Church Union held in
Edinburgh last month.-The Church Association has published its
annual calendar, and the issue for 1900 is quite equal in excellencefrom a Protestant point of view-to its popular predecessors. In
addition to a large amount of information of special value in
the present Church crisis, several interesting illustrations appear,
including One representing OLTVER CROMWELL refusing to sign a treaty
with France until justice was done to the Protestants of" Piedmont.
The preface is from the pen of the Rev. H. J. R. MARSTON, minister
of Belgrave Chapel, and is based on the text, "Study to be quiet."Our excellent United States contemporary, Watchword and TrUth; for
December, had the following pithy remarks on the subject of
" Looking."
We quote them with thanks to the Editor of that
Christian publica:tion :-" If you want to be distressed-look within;
if you want to be defeated-look back j if you 'want to be distractecl-:look around; if you. want to be dismayed -look before; if you want to
be delivered-look to Christ; if you want to be delighted-Io~k up."The Church Association Council held a meeting for humiliation and
prayer in London last month, in presence of the prevalence of the
spread of false teaching and Romish practices in the Church of England. It should be added that the work of the Association is carried
on in a spirit of prayer and dependence on God. In this fact is
found the power of the Society's testimOlly borne against religious
apostasy. No other Church of England organization keeps itself so
practically abreast of these evil times as the C. A.-The Rev. JAMES
DUNN, Vicar of St. John's, Bathwick (Somerset), has announced his
refusal to comply with the order of the BISHoP of BATH and WELLS
that the ceremonial use of incense should be discontinued. His (JOnn 2
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gregation have passed a vote of confidence in Mr. DUNN! Mr. DUNN's
argument is that his obedience is limited to Canonical obedience, and
that the prohibition of that which has the sanction of the custom of
the whole Catholic Church is outside that limit. Thus it will be seen
that this Ritualistic" priest," while retaining the position and emoluments of a beneficed clergyman, refuses to render obedience to the
law of the Church and realm, and sets an example to the Queen's
subjects which, if followed in other departments of society, may
entail on transgressors of the law very serious consequences. But why
should law-defying clergymen be allowed to escape the penalties of
the law, while laymen are duly dealt with for their offences 1 Does
the BISHOP of BATH and ",VELLS intend to wink at this act of
defiance in his diocese l-The Rev. Dr. KI.\".\"S, whose senices
in the interest of Biblical knowledge ha,e placed Christendom
under deep obligation, has called public attention to the rich
treasury of monumental evidence of the historical a.;curacy of the
inspired Scripture narratives to be found to-day in the British Museum.
He writes :-" In the Assyrian and Egyptian galleries there are sculptures and tablets of inestimable value, which are not only deeply
interesting from a historical point of view, but also confirm in a very
marvellous manner the narratives of the Bible.
Sennacherib is
depicted before the gates of Lakish on large shtus, in excellent
preservation; and on a terra-cotta cylinder his scribe has detailed
the invasion of Jerusalem, which corresponds in minute particulars
with the Scriptural record. Ahab and J ehu are mentioned on the
Black Obelisk discovered by L..HARD; whilst all the narratiYes ill
Daniel are verified by the records of Nebuchadnezzar, this name
being upon nine out of every. ten of the millions of brich scattered
over the ruins of Babylon. The building of his temples and palaces,
as well as the walls of the city, are fully described upon his tablets.
And, more important still, there are cylinders in the cases showing
that Belshazzar was the eldest son of Nabonidus, and, in SIR HE.\"RY
RAWLINSON'S opinion, united with his father upon the throne of
Babylon. Besides this, on another tablet the account is given of
Belshazzar's death, and of his soldiers weeping for him at Akkad.
The tablets giving the account of the Deluge also surprisingly agree
with the Biblical story of that catastrophe. In the Egyptian galleries
there are sculptures of the Pharaoh of J oseph, the Pharaoh ,,-hose
daughter took Moses out of the bulrushes, the Pharaoh at whose
court Moses spent about forty years of his life, and the Pharaoh of
the Exodus. There is, in a very perfect condition, a statue from the
Treaure-city of Pithom; besides a collection of endless other treasures
more or less bearing upon the Scriptural narratives, which every
lover of his Bible ought to see, for such facts not only strengthen
the faith of a believer but also completely silence the sceptic."

THERE is more pleasure in suffering than in sinning; for a saint
of God may suffer and not sin, but he cannot sin and not suffer.Venning. lSelected by A. M. TOPLADY.]
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PRIESTCRAFT.

By

J.

DUNNE, VICAR OF LEAKE.

whole system of Ritualism is oue of Church instead of Christ,
Priest instead of the Gospel, concealment of truth instead of manifestation of truth, ignorant Buperstition instead of enlightened faith,"
bondage in Priestcraft instead of the liberty of the truth-in a word,
a.n organized treason against the prerogatives of God-the sin of
usurping the office of the Priesthood. Koran, Dathau, and Abiram still
exist j their teaching, like the spreadiug poison of vice, has been transmitted from age to age. The snccession of error is verily unbroken.
Judas is not without successors. There are those who seek an office
which is even higher than "Moses' Seat." The evil features of this
system are every day becomiug more and more distinct· The veil is
removed. The plot is seen. Instead of lowly reverence, fervour of zeal
for truth, exalted piety, strong faith, jealousy for the Divine commands, we see unbelief, !il' profaneness that scorns the authority of
God, a usurpation of the prerogatives of the One High Priest, an
organized dishonesty, with all its corrupting influences on English
family life-the outcome of a depraved and polluting Confessional.
Such is Priestcraft ! Such is Ritualism r
Let us first consider the sin of "Seeking the Priesthood" (Num.
xvi. 10 j and, second, to examine if Christian ministers are sacrificing
Priests.
First: The sin of "Seeking the Priesthood." It is wonderful h011"
Jewish history instructs us in spiritual things. For instance, the case
of the rebellion of the Levites against :Jloses and ..laron, and the
punishment that followed that rebellion. There is much spiritual
teaching in that for the Church of God. What was the crime of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ~ It was an attempt to put themselves in the
place of Moses and Aaron. Moses and Aaron were mediators between
God and Israel, and, therefore, a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. Moses
as law-giver, and Aaron as priest, were types of Jesus j their office
was sacred and peculiar' to themselves-no man could usurp their
office. Seeking the Priesthood, without Divine licence, constituted the
great sin of Korah and his company. Justly did Moses express his
complaint when he said, "For which cause both thou and all thy
company are gathered together against the Lord." The same sin, from
the same author, has descended down through a long line of centuries
to our own day, and the same rebuke is needed. For what was Priestcraft then is Priestcraft uow-a wicked spiritual deception, an outrage
on God's Word, sacerdotal burglary, breaking into the prerogatives of
Deity, usurping the functions of the One Priest" who ever liveth."
He had no predecessor, and He has left no successor. This is the sin of
Seeking the Priesthood.. Taking Christ's place, usurping the privileges
and powers of God, a treason of the blackest character, and a contempt
for the Divine command as expressed in God's Word. 'l'hey who seek
the Priesthood-the members of this Priestcraft assert their claim i~
these words, "That ministers of the Church of England are sacrificing,
THE
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priests, representatives of the Great Head of the Church, and exercise
by delegation His powers and prerogative.~; that in the exercise of
these powers the clergy of the, Church of England possess judicial
authority to forgive sins, and that the forgiveness of sin is not complete
without the Absolution of the Priest."
Is it demanded how is a member of the Priestcraft to be known T
The answer is simple. If your pastor calls himself a Priest, if he
tells his people that by his Priestly power he can absolYe them from.
their sins, if he says that by his Priestly act he can turn the bread
and wine of the Lord's Supper into the body and blood of Christ, if he
states that· sin confessed to God may be forgiven, but that sin confessed to a Priest (himself) must be forgiven-the case is clear, we
can see what he is; he is not a pastor of the Reformed Chmch of
England, he is a Priest of the Church of Rome. He must be treated
as such. If it is said these persons do not call themsel,es Roman
Priests; granted, but they are worse. A Roman Priest conforms to
his Church, obeys his Bishop, follows his creed i whereas these men
disregard the Articles of their Church, and, having vowed to practise
its ritual, they introduce the symbols and ritual of Rome.
In Tracts f01' the Day, edited by the Rev. ORBY SHIPLEY, who
held a chief position in this movement to restore to England what is
called "The precious possession of the Roman Ritual," says: "l'he
Christian Priesthood sums up the offices which, under the old Co,enant,
were distributed. The Priest was the sacrificing officer, the Prophet
the preaching, and the Judge the ruling officer. The Catholic Priest
at the altar offers the adorable sacrifice, of which the bloody offerings
under the 'law were but shadows; in the pulpit he declares the oracles
of God; and in the Confessional he sits in his judicial capacity."
Whatever feelings this language may produce in our minds, we must
award to it the merits of outspokenness. Its teaching is so plain,
and the doctrine so certain, that its very proclamation takes one's
breath. If in it we cannot read the instruction, which, like a milestone, declares the name of the road in which the traveller is journeying, the place from which he had departed, and the city to which he
is hastening, then one must be assured that some mystery or other,
craft, perhaps Priestcraft, hath blinded the mental faculties. For
ourselves we discern the cloven foot; the voice of the serpent is heard.
The inscri\lti<m. is (mJ~ t<:l<:l \ll'3.;"\\-tl\.~ fI.\\,~~'-l'()'\',t '~'3.;l",,) ., 1''u;'''t; \'\'0.1
for Rome."
But let us proceed. In the Catechism of Theology we read,
"The Priest entering the chancel with his attendants, reminds us of
our Saviour going up to Jerusalem to offer Himself upon the altar of
the cross. The Priest incenses the altar, the Acolytes incense the
Priest, and the incense may be understood to represent the merits of
it." But if this language is to the last degree erroneous, ,,,hat will
you say to the following at page 58 of the same work, The Catechism of Theology? The Priest at the altar is virtually Christ
Himself." The Rev. ORBY SHIPLEY'S Sermon on Sins declares, "The
Catholic faith is a Religion of Sacraments. Not a single step can be
taken in the supernatural life without the co-operation of sacraments.
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No sacramental grace can be applied to individual souls without the
intervention of a personal agency-the Priest." The Ritualist contention is then, no Sacrament, no religion; no Priest, no religion. For,
indeed, the Priest in his office is "virtually Christ Himself." Such is
the accepted teaching of one so high in the Ritualist craft, one is
forced to ask, have these then read the Bible 1 Have they studied the
Book of Leviticus in the light of the commentary which the Holy Ghost
hath supplied-the Epistle to the Hebrews 1 When will truth compel them to cease from wickedly asserting that, "Korah and his
Company" represented the Reformed Protestant Churches, and that
:Moses and Aaron were types of themselves 1 We have no doubt that
in this the Ritualists are guilty of a gross ecclesiastical slander, on
both the truth of God and His people, for which, perhaps, they probably hold a "plenary indulgence." The rebellion of Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram, their sins and the powers they usnrped are cast into the
shade of obscurity when compa-red with the sacerdotal functions the
Ritualists lay claim to.
As we have seen, these men seek the prerogatives of Christ Himself.
This constitutes their sin; and the words of Moses addressed to the
faithful children of God, whf? ot>eyed the teaching of His servant and
were loyal to the will of their God, might haVe been written for our
day; .as a call to the saints of God. "Depart, I pray you, from the
tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be
consumed in all their sins." Thus, whilst we allow no quarter to the
teaching of these conspirators, we can earnestly pray that their sins
may be forgiven; and that they may retrace their steps from the
Babylon of our day to the liberty of the Gospel. IVe are not ,rithout
faith that the fire lighted at the Reformation will not be extinguished
by the united efforts of .Romauists and Ritualist. The Lord is not
without His witnesses. His ark is with us, His truth we possess, His
Word is now read in two hundred and ten languages, His throne is
established, and His people have not worshipped the beast and kissed
his image; and on the banner unfurled in the midst of the host of our
King is inscribed the motto of victory-" The Lord reigneth!" We
view Rome as the detetmined and inveterate enemy of all civil and
religious liberty; and, as we see in Protestantism the fulness of truth,
freedom, progress, right of private judgment, an open Bible, toleration,
liberty of conscience and worship, and every claim and privilege dear
to an English heart, so we behold in Popery slavery, superstition,
priestcraft, bondage, oppression, and the employment of every instrument and engine which could be devised to debase the mind in the
advance of this system, under the cover of Ritualism. 'Ve see the
onward movement of a deep, widely spread, and thoroughly organized
conspiracy at home and abroad to bring our native land under such a
yoke as has been found too heavy for Italy, Austria, and even Spain,
to bear. To -this point CANON MELVIL has well said, "Make peace,
if you will, with Popery, receive it into your senate, shrine it in your
churches, place it in your hearts; but, be ye certain, as certain that
there is a heaven above you, and a God over you, that the Popery
thus honoured and embraced is the very Popery that was loathed
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and degraded by the holiest of our fathers; and the same in haughtiness, the same in intolerance, which lauded it over kings, assumed the
prerogative of Deity, crushed human liberty, and slew the saints of
God! "
Let us now see if Christian ministers are sacrificing priests. A
question more vital than this can hardly be conceived. Are Christian
ministers sacrificing priests, or are they not 7 The answer to it exhibits
the chief difference between the Church of England and Protestant
communities in general on the one hand, and the Church of Rome and
the Greek Church on the other. The difference on this point is not a
mere~y circumstantial one as to details of the same religion: it involves
two different systems of religion. The clergy who hold the one ,iew
must necessarily nse totally different means for benefiting their people
from those employed by the maintainers of the other ,ie\\-, and, in
like manner, the people who believe the one must seek a different way
of salvation from those who believe the other. At a time, therefore,
w!len there is a large and increasing body of persons professedly
ministers of the Church of England, who openly maintain opinions
corresponding with those of the corrup~ churches of the East and West
on this fundamental point, it is the urgent duty of all faithfnl watchmen on the walls of our Protestant strongholds to warn son\<; of the
great danger to which they are exposed, from a conspiracy within
their own ranks, co-operating with an old and unchanged enemy withonto But, after all, error is weakness itself when brought face to face
with truth. Falsehood, error, treason, conspiracy, and Priestcraft are
all mortal; death is stamped upon them. One grave will eventually
cover them all. But truth, eternal truth, can never die. In a word,
it is life, and life for evermore!
But it will be said, Does not our Prayer Book call ministers "Priests 7"
And is not a Priest a person who sacrifices 7 It is true ministers are
called Priests in the Prayer Book; but it is most certain that they are
not sacrificers. On the contrary, the word ,. Priest" properly means a
presbyter or elder. Presbuteros, which is the word used in the New
Testament to denote a minister of the Church: but the word used in
the Greek Testament to denote a sacrificer, a Pri~st that offers sacrifices,
is quite a different one. It is Hiereus. This word is used of the
Levitical Priests; it is used of the heathen Priest of Jupiter; it is
used of the Lord Jesus Christ; it is likewise used of all Christians,
but it is never, no, not so much as once, used of the ministers of the
Church. This is most important to be remembered. The Levitical
Priesthood is done away, and it hath been superseded by the Priesthood of Christ, and Christ, in His Priestly office, has no successor.
He lives to discharge its functions still. He continueth e,er, hath an
unchangeable priesthood, "that passeth not from one to another!"
For any man to claim to himself now the office of a sacrificing Priest,
is to put himself in the place of Christ, and thus render himself Antichrist. The very thought of such a wicked usurpation of the power
of Deity is sufficient to strike the soul with an unutterable terror,
lest the longsuffering and patience of God should vindicate His honour
by a well-merited punishment of such a sin 7
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Our office is, indeed, a high and glorious one. It is a great thing
to be "Ministers of the ·Word," to be "Ambassadors of Christ," to be
" Shepherds of His flock," to be "Stewards over His household!" The
ministers of the Jewish dispensation waited at the altar. The ministers
of the Christian dispensation have no altar to wait at. Their office
is to preach the Gospel; and, so far from this change being one to
be, deplored, as if it were a loss, it is an unspeakable gain! It is a
change from the letter that killeth, to the spirit that giveth life; it is
a change from the ministration of death to the ministration of the
spirit; it is a change from the bondage of the world into the adoption
of sons-the glorious liberty of the children of God! Alas, they who
belong tD this Priestcraft know not, perceive not, the trne glory of the
Gospel, who would bring us back to something worse than J udaism.
To a system foretold, I maintain, by the inspired writers, thoroughly
Antichristian in its teaching, and assuming the prerogatives of Deity,
the "Father and the Son" are denied, and virtually declaring that
Holy Scripture had not been fulfilled, and that the "Lord Jesus Christ
has not come in the flesh!" There is, therefore, no Priesthood no\y
on earth, except that which is common to all true Christians, who are
called ".Kings and Priests unto God." But a race of men Priests,
who are to sacrifice for, mediat(on behalf of, and give absolution to
lay members of the Church, no room is left in the Gospel dispensation. Christ has monopolised and absorbed their functions. 'Ve read
of "overseers," '.' elders," "ministers," "evangelists," "pastors," but
of "Priests" never. These terms in the original convey no idea of
sacerdotal functions. God has left no place in which to offer, and no
sacrifice to be offered. The sin of seeking the Priesthood of the one
glorious High Priest is an attempt to re-establish what God has in
such an evident manner disestablished! Is the language of the article
of our Church too strong, \Then warning souls against the sin of
" seeking the Priesthood?" The errors of Rome are called "Blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits!" Would Paul, tbink you, have
used delicate phrases in speaking of a matter like this 1 When immortal souls are at stake, when the honour of Christ's sacrifice and
Priesthood are concerned, it is surely right to use language the vigour
and earnestness of which will show our brethren that we are alive to
the danger of which we would warn them. Certain it is that those
who trust in a human Prieshood and their pretended sacrifice, are yet
in their sins. The system of this profane Priestcraft destroys the
foundation of our hopes: for this Satanic falsehood neeessarily assumes
that the work of Christ is not finished, that our sins are not atoned
for, that our ransom is not paid, that Holy Scripture is not sufficient
to make wise unto salvation through faith in Christ, and that we are
not to love and serve God because we are saved, but in order that we
may be saved! Let the one sacrifice offered by the one Priest be our
only hope. This alone can bring us nigh to Ged. We have no interest in Christ until we have learnt to be zealous for Christ; until we
have learnt what are the rights of Christ; until we have learnt to
look upon 'Himas the only Priest, the only Mediator, the only
Advocate; until we have learnt to reject as unscriptural everything
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which interferes with the exclusive rights and titles of our Great High
Priest, J ehovah, Jesus our Lord and Redeemer!
The so-called Christian world may be divided into the believing,
unbelieving, and the superstitious. The believing are those who,
taught by the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, receive and enjoy
God's revelation of Himself in Christ Jesus. The unbelieving are
those who, whether actual professors or not, have never received Christ
in heart or hope, and continue to live without Him. And the superstitious are, such as being ignorant of the true character of Christianity
and its provisions for man's need, have never got into the sunshine of
the Gospel, but remain in legal bondage and conscious gilt. It is
over this last party that Priestcraft exercises its debasing tyranny.
The word Priestcraft signifies something hypocritical and dishonest.
It is defined thus-" Religious fraud-management of
wicked Priests to gain power." Here we have the character of
the thing, and the object with which it is employed. There is nothing
new about it, for there is nothing new in religious ignorance and
superstition j and as it is not confined to any age, so it is not confined
to any place. In all forms. of heathenism we discover a despotic
power exercised by the Priests, and various impostures invented by
them to act upon the imaginations of their dupes! It is certain,
therefore, that to the Pagan Priestcraft, as well as to the Jewish, were
owing all the calamities that afflicted the true ChlUch of Christ in its
early days. To the Pagan succeeded the Romish Priesthood, which rose
out of its ashes, and adopted many of its repulsive features. Indeed,
it borrowed something both from the Jewish and Pagan Priesthood,
but found nothing in the purely spiritual character of the Christian
system and its Divine Author to satisy its demands or sustain its
pretensions! To proclaim a finished salvation, and its enjoyment by
faith in the Divine SaviolU, as its author commanded, would not suit
Satan, or his agents the Priests. That would send sinners directly to
the Mercy Seat, and to Him who sits thereon, to His glory and theil'
deliverance. There is no place for Priestcraft in the simple proclamation of a crucified and risen Redeemer. But where does Priestcraft
come from 1 From the Bible 1 From the Apostles 1 From antiquity 1
From the Primitive Church 1 No, not from any of these. ',ith the
Word of God open before us, this question is not difficult to answer.
He who sows his tares everywhere is the author of Priestcraft-the
Devil. The curse of Priestcraft. is upon our Church. "-oe to us if
we do not repent and cast it out.
AH ! what a stay to the soul is the pure wheaten bread of the Gospel.
Away with the mouldy bread of the fathers, and the worm-eaten bread
of traditions! Away with the light bread of free-will, and the inflated
mixture of creature doings! We want the solid sustenance of a
precious Christ, and living souls cannot be satisfied with anything
short of it. The bread of God-the manna which comes from above,
the living heavenly bread, is' what we must have.-The late Geo1'ge

Cowell.
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(From the Law Journal of November 18th, 1899.)

~

THE ecclesiastical intelligence of the last few days raises the question
as to the powers possessed by the episcopate at common or statute
law to prosecute or suspend clergymen for alleged illegal ritual, and
to refuse holy orders to candidates or the institution to livings of the
presentees of private patrons on similar grounds.
With regard to
prosecutions the· bishops have practically no alternative but to proceed under the Church Discipline Act of 1840 (3 & 4 Vict. c. 86),
since that Act (see section 23 and REGINA v. THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK,
L. R. 2· Q. B. 1) prohibits the institution of any criminal suit against
a clergyman in an ecclesiastical Court, save in the manner therein provided; and it is common ground to all parties that there shall be no
recourse to the later but discredited Public Worship Hegulation Act of
1874. Whether a prosecution under the Church Discipline Act will
prove plain sailing for the prosecutor is by no means free from doubt.
SIR WALTER PHILLDfORE (" Eec. Law," 2nd edit., vo1. ii., p. 1013)
has expressed the view that· the Act "has at last been pretty well
expounded and construed by judicial proceedings," but a fresh pitfall
was quite recently discovered when LORD PENZANCE (see UNDERWOOD
v. INNEs, Law J011rnal, 1897, p. 30) decided that a clergyman who,
though he held English preferment, but who has received his orders in
the Episcopal Church of Scotland, could not be prosecuted under its
provisions.
In the proceedings now threatened in the diocese of London,
especially as a different course from that which was follm\"ed in most
of the former prosecutions under the Act is likely to be adopted,
there may be fresh surprises in store.
The line almost invariably
taken in former proceedings would at least be free from initial difficulty.
It would be in the po"er of the BISHOP of LONDON, without issuing any
commission, as directed in section 3, to send the cases of the three
clergymen in his diocese who, contrary to his order, continue the ceremonial use of incense and portable lights, to SIR Am'HUR CHARLES at
the Arches Court, under section 13. If, as is suggested, this step be
not taken, the bishop will, in respect of the one of the three clergymen whose preferment is in his patronage, have to make way, under
section 24, for the ARCHBISHOP of CAKTERBuRY, who in such case
replaces the bishop of the diocese for the purposes of the Act.
One may, therefore-unless, of course, this last-named case is sent
straight to the Arches-expect the issue of two commissions of
inquiry under section 3; and if t~ere are in both cases reports in
favour of prima facie grounds for procedure, two trials will followthe one before the BISHOP of LONDOK ,rith certain assessors, the other
before the PRIMATE and certain assessors, or before commissaries
appointed by them; unless, indeed, either or both of the prelates
change their mind, and, as they have a right to do before articles
are filed, send the cases to the Arches. From the judgments that are
delivered by the prelates or their commissaries there will be in any
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case an appeal to the Arches; and from the Arches there will similarly
be the appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. A
considerable time may therefore elapse before the questions at issue
can be finally settled. With regard to the threats of suspension, it
may be observed that section 14 gives the bishop of the diocese
power to inhibit the party accused from performing the services of
the church while such charge is under investigation if his peformance
of them shall appear to the bishop likely to cause great scandal, or if
his ministrations pending proceedings will be useless. It may be that
the exercise of this power may rest in the bishop's unfettered discretion.
It is difficult, however, to conceive that the section was
ever framed with the view of enabling a bishop to inhibit a clergyman
w.ho differed from him on the legal interpretation of a rubric, "rule its
interpretation was 81tV judice.
While the exercise by the bishops of their statntory powers at the
present juncture is open to a certain degree of legal risk, their commonlaw prerogatives are beyond dispute. A bishop has uncontrolled
authority, inherent in his office, to refuse ordination to any person
presented to him, and no Court, ecclesiastical or civil, can examine the
grounds on which he acts (REX v. The ARCHnISHOP OF DUBLIN, 1 Alt.
and Nap. (Irish), p. 244). Therefore the recent action of the BISHOP
of BRISTOL in temporarily refusing priest's orders to a deacon is
unassailable at law.
Similarly, a bishop has power to- refuse to
in8titute to a living a presantee who, in a forme(position as curate or
incumbent, has offended against the laws in connection with ritual,
and who will not p'0mise not to repeat the illegal acts (HEYWOOD
v. the BISHOP of MANCHESTER, 53 Law J. Rep, Q. B. 196). ,Yithout
resorting to any legal proceedings, the bishops ha,e thus enormous
powers at their disposal fer the enforcement of ritual uniformity.

"HE IS PRECIOUS!"
(1 Peter i. 7.)
The Lord Jesus is precious, but to believers only, ...
Why is He "precious"?
For what He is in Himself as God and Man
For what He has done for us ...
For what He has wrought in us
For what He is now doing '" I
For what He will do hereafter

1 Peter i. 7.

Heb. ii. 14.
Rom. viii. 3, 4.
Phil. ii. 13.
Rom. viii. 34.
Phil. iii. 21.

" Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast,
But sweeter far Thyself to see,
And in Thy presence rest."

EmmamU3l, BTistol.

R. CORNALL.
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"THE VICTORY WON."
A SHORT ACCOUl'iT OF WHAT GOD DID FOR THE LATE AfR. JAMESCOLEAfAN,
FOR MANY YEARS THE DEVOTED SCRIPTURE READER AT ST. LUKE'S,
EAR1'ON HILL, BRISTOL. BY THE REV. R. CORl'iALL, VICAR OF Ei\IMANUEL,
THE UKITY, BRISTOL.
" 0 death, 1chere is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? "
-1 CORINTHIA:"IS xv. 55.
ON Monday, April 23rd, 1888, Mr. COLEMAN, the subject of this
memoir, was called away from earthly toil to heavenly rest.
He
died of consumption, brought on, it is believed, by real hard work
in the cause of God and of the people. He died in the prime of life,
aged forty-one years. He has left behind a wife and eight children.
A short time since, the author and the Rey. A. P. XEELE appealed to
Christian friends for help for these bereaved ones, and the sum of
£42 16s. Id. was the result.' The following memoir is the substance
of a sermon preached at St. Luke's, Barton Hill, on Sunday morning,
April 29th, and on the evening of the same day at Emmanuel
Church.
The thoughts of many are to-day naturally turned to the subject
of death. We shall do well often to think of that which comes alike
to all. Death will, says SWINNOCK, like hail and rain, fall on the
best gardens, as well as on the wide wilderness. The wheat is cut
down and carried into barns, as well as the tares.
A godly man
is free from the sting, but not from the stroke of death; from the
curse, but not f1"Om the cross of death.
"It is appointed to men
once to die." It is no doubt an awful thing to die, to have body
and soul sundered, to haye all intercourse with all around at once
cut off, and to enter the unseen world to be happy or miserable for
ever. To the godly it is a matter of comfort to know that they shall
die well and but IJnce. To the ungodly, who die in their sins, death
may well be full of terror, for there is no repentance in the grave,
and they cannot return to undo the eyil done by them here. They
who love sin and live in it may naturally enough through fear of
death be subject to bondage all their lifetime, But if we are rightly
prepared for death we need not fear it. It is sin which has armed
death with its sting. That sting penetrates, punishes, and poisons
the whole of our nature.
Thus, under the power of the broken
law, death physical and spiritual is the result. But the Gospel tells
us of balm to cure this poison, of healing for this sting, and of victory
over this death. "Thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ!"
Yes, the victory, meritoriously considered, is entirely the gift of
God through the redemption wrought out by Christ. "Death stung
himself to death when he stung Christ." " Death shot his last arrow
at Christ upon the cross, and it went straight through the heart and
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fixed upon the cross; but when he tried to pull it out he left the
sting behind." Thus death is reduced to a shadow. "Though I pass
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
Thou art with me." The shadow of a lion cannot devour; the shadow
of a sword cannot kill; the shadow of a serpent cannot bite. Why
then should a Christian fear a shadow! Christ by His death has
destroyed death. He has conquered sin as the cause of death. He
has put it away and made an end of it by the sacrifice of Himself.
He has also gained victory over the law by fulfilling all its demands,
so that its mouth is closed, its sword is sheathed, and in Christ we
have nothing to rear from it, for "there is now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus."
Experimentally considered, God's people have the victory when,
being raised from spiritual death to life, they realize their aC0eptance
in the Beloved. They overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and by
the word of their testimony. They are more than conquerors through
Him that loved them. In the world they must have tribulation, but
Christ the Captain of our salvation, has overcome the world, and all
His soldiers follow Him to certain victory. His grace is sufficient for
them, and His strength is made perfect in their weakness. This is
the victory which oyercometh th'e world, even our faith.
Being justified by faith, the believer walks by faith, and faith is
the shield by which he quenches all the fiery darts of the "icked
one.
The victory of God's people is permanent and final. The life Christ
gives is eternal. His grace is indefectible. Hi love is immutable.
His gifts and callings are without repentance. Chri t will lose none
of those the Father gave Him. All shall share "ith Christ in the
glory of heaven.' The work of grace, once begun, shall be finally
completed and crowned with everlasting victory.
Hence, when the
soul of the believer leaves its earthly tenement it is' at once present
with the Lord in conscious joy and felicity. And in due time, at the
time appointed, the Lord will come and change the believer's body
-the body of his humiliation-" that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious' body, according to the working whereby He is able to
~subdue all things unto Himself."
That will be the time of our
perfect consummation and bliss and fullest victory. For all these
'llllspeakable mercies we may well say, "Thanks be to God!"
Let us thank Him for victory meritoriously secured by Christ, for
victory experimentally realized in our justification by grace through
faith, for victory made permanent and final by the immutable love
and faithfulness of our covenant God.
How truly and deeply did Mr. COLEMAN experience the truth of the
-text. Writing to me on the 28th of January last, after having been
told' by his doctor that his lungs were seriously affected, he said,
" This is of course a seyere trial, though I haye no doubt but that the
Lord will give the needful grace. Were it not for my wife and little
ones I would rejoice to go home. Bless the Lord, I bave no fear of
death. I can, through grace, say, '0 death, where is thy sting l'
What a monument of sovereign grace and goodness! "
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In speaking of himself as a monument of sovereign grace, he uttered
no mere sentiment, but a truth which he felt most deeply. In his
·early life sin abounded, but when saved, grace much more abounded.
In order to see and understand this, take the following account he gave
me of himself, written in 1876, and published that year in the July
copies of our localized Home Words. It is entitied, "A brand plucked
-from the fire; or a brief account of the conversion of JA1IEs C."
The narrative is written by himself, but, for want of space, I must
-content myself with the following summary : At the age of fourteen he was put to work under Messrs. G. and
.sons, Bristol. Mr. A. G., one of the firm, took a deep interest in his
welfare. He tried to get him to attend Sunday School, and to silence
·excuses made, he clothed him from top to toe, and stipulated that he
ghould leave off beer-drinking, which he had freely indulged in, even
before breakfast in the morning. He attended School; but the promise
he made to his master was soon broken, and he soon got tired of his
teetotalism and school. By the present of a sovereign, and other
kindnesses, he was induced to return to school for awhile, but, through
an evil heart, and the persuasions of a bad companion, he was induced
to leave.
He says, "My master (who was my teacher) got out of
patience with me, and said I m~st eitHer give up my' company and
.attend school, or leave his employ, So f6r this purpose he allowed me
a fortnight to make my choice." His fathei· tried to prevail on him to
,comply with his master's wish, and promised to give him his watch if
he would do so, but his regard for his wicked associa'tes was far greater
than for either parent or master,. aoo he would not yield. Finding
he would not yield to reason, his master gave him a good and useful
book, hoping it might do him some good; but though the book cost
about four and sixpence, he soon disposed of it for fourpence I He and
his companions agreed to go to London, where they thought fortune
would smile on them, and where they would do wonders. Re says,
"The time had arrived for our departure for the great city,' WhitMonday, 1866, and to my surprise not one of my companions who had
promised so fair would venture so lfar. But having made up my
mind," he adds, "go I must; so I determined to go alone, notwith,standing the entreaties of my poor mother, who with her apron
·endeavoured to conceal her tears which were flowiug from an almost
broken heart." After reaching London, he goes Oll to say, "My
first step was to find out an aunt in Pimlico; but no aunt could I
find; so' I retraced my steps to Paddington, scarCe knowing what to do
<Jl' where to go, and especially with the scanty purse of three shillings."
Shortly after he met with a man whose face he recognized, .and
who had left Bristol through misconduct, and this man con:sented to entertain him for a while. After spending an hour or
two at the dram-shop, he was taken to his new quarters.
He was
conducted up several flights of stairs into a garret where the man,
his wife, and several children lived, worked, and slept, and where
.he too was to lodge.._" I stayed there," he says, "about a week, every
night sleeping on" the floor in one corner of the room. I returned
to Bristol," he continues, "where for about fifteen weeks I lived a

48

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

most wretched life, being obliged to get food in the best way I
could, by begging for it, and which I could have stolen from the hand
of a child. My company was now worse than ever. We would
sometimes lie in wait in certain places for the purpose of stealing,
and had we been caught on one occasion, I think we should certainly
have been, if not transported, put where we should have had plenty
of time to remember it. When we could not get money in that
way, we would go and gather together old rags and bones, or go
and fill our caps with sand, to get money. However," he adds, "all
the money we got was generally carried to the publican, where we
would drink and gamble as long as it lasted. Yes sir," he proceeds,
"it was bad company that led me on so deep into the mire of sin
and folly, and but for God's mercy I should have been there still,
a wretched and ruined soul. He \ras indeed \Yatching oYer me, for
how oft when lying down to sloop have I realized the terrors of a
guilty conscience. Oh, sir, the dark deeds of the day brought the
vision of devils by night. I now began to feel the effects of a
stubborn will. 'Vith much shame I confess that from my dear
dying mother have I demanded money to spend at that horrible den
of iniquity, the Colosseum, in Temple Street, now closed." He proceeds, "My downward path was now very rapid. My company still
getting worse, for most of them had been cOlllmitted for stealing or
street gambling, but I fortunately escaped. with the caution from the
police, that I was a mark fo'l' them." He concludes his narrative in
the following words: "Yes, sir, God does make 'willing in the day of
His power, for when first spoken to about my soul, and invited to
Emmanuel Church by one of the teachers, I answered him in a very
indifferent way, for when he entered I was just trying to amuse myself
by playing a flOW lively tunes, although it was the Sabbath. I tried
to put both him and his invitation on one side, little thinking that that
day had arrived when I must lay down the weapons of my rebellion
against God. Mr. W., not being satisfied with his reception, left me
for a short time (as I have been told since) to pray for me. I then
consented to go with him if he would call for me, which he did; and,
sir, I shall have to praise God through all eternity for ever having
entered your church. It was there my blind eyes were opened tD see
myself as a poor wretched sinner, standing in need of such an one as
Jesus my Saviour. That glorious Gospel, so faithfully preached by
you, was the illettnS of bringing me to a knowledge of the truth, in
which you have ever since done your utmost to confirm and establish
me. It is now, sir, nearly ten years ago since I \YaS led to give myself
to Him who gave Himself for me, and who has by His grace kept me
until now, and will keep me, knowing that He who has begun a good
work in my soul will carry it on to perfection. Oh, to grace how
great a debtor! 'Tis grace, and grace alone! For trnly Jesus sought
me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God.-Humbly yours
in Christ,
J. C."
He was called out of darkness into light in 1866, under the very
first sermon he heard me preach. He became a most decided Christian,
and a most devoted Sunday School Teacher. Far beyond many he
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understood and enjoyed the doctrines of grace. He not only found
them in the Bible, but they were confirmed in his own experience. I
well remember his, telling me about an interview he had with a medical
man who, though a Christian, was unfriendly to the Church of
England. Finding that Coleman was a follower of Christ, he asked
him what place of worship he attended. "Emmanuel Church," he
replied. " Oh, then you attend the Church of England; and let me
tell you," he went on to say, "that as long as you remain there you
will have to call yourself a 'miserable sinner,' and you will be in the
7th of Romans: Come out, and yOll will get into the 8th." "Oh,"
said Mr. Coleman, "I hear a good deal about the 8th of Romans at
Emmanucl." Mr. Coleman found the experience of the Apostle to be
his own when he spoke of himself as by nature a wretched man, % and
the chief of sinners, t and yet complete in Christ. t
As a Scripture reader, Mr. COLEMAN laboured hard and with much
acceptance and success. The late Vicar of St. Luke's, Mr. PIKE, spoke
of him in the highest terms of commendation. He stood equally high
also in the estimation of the present Vicar, nIr. NEELE. I am not in
a position to say how many souls he won to Christ, or how many of
the Lord's people, especially when sick and dying, he fed and comforted,
"The day shall declare it." I have no doubt that then many will be
his joy and crown of rejoicing.
During his sickness I saw him at least three times. On each occasion
it was a benefit to my own soul to see him so strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might, and so full of peace. When I saw him on
the 12th of April, on walking into his bedroom, I asked, "How are
you 1" At once, with a smile, he replied, "All right." His body was
then worn down almost to a skeleton, but it was" all right." I spoke
to him of Philippians iii. He said he had just been thinking of the
words at the close of that chapter. He then spoke of the blessed prospect
he had of soon reaching his eternal home, and added, "I cannot
speak of rapture or of striking revelations; but I can say, ' My Beloved
is mine and I am His.' I am trusting and resting in Him, and I have
perfect peace." vVhen I saw him again he was very prostrate. I repeated
to him most of Psalm xxiii. He said the Lord was with him, and he had
not the slightest fear. A severe cough came on, in the midst of which
he repeatedly said, "My Father!" When somewhat free from the
cough, he, looked at me, smiling, and then looking up to heaven, he said
triumphantly, "No coughing up yonder!" He then spoke of the grace
Qf God in his conversion, and added, "I am a brand pulled out of the
fire." When I called again he was gone. Just before leaving this
earthly scene, he told his wife he was on the point of departing to his
eternal home. Then looking up, and apparently seeing or hearing
some one sent to call him, he exclaimed, "'What's that ~" and then,
as if replying to a call to "go np higher," he said, "I am coming, I am
coming, coming, coming!" and then forthwith departed a happy victor
to be for ever with the Lord. "Mark the perfect man, and behold
'" Romans vii. 24.

t 1 Timothy i. 15.

t Colossians ii. 10.
E
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tbe upright, for the end of that man is peace."
"Let me die the
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his! "
" How sweet the hour of closing day, "There is a radiance in his eye,
When all is peaceful and serene,
A smile upon his wasted cheek,
And the broad sun's retiring ray
That seems to tell of glory nigh,
Sheds a mild lustre o'er the
In language that no tongue can
scene!
speak.
"Such is the Christian's parting "A beam from heaven is sent t(}
cheer
hour,
The pilgrim on his gloomy road;
So peacefully he sinks to rest;
And angels are attending near
And faith, rekindling all its
To bear him to their bright
power,
abode."
Lights up the languor of his I
breast.
Thus death is defeated, and shall be swallowed up in victory. How
sure and sweet the pledge of a blessed resun-ection, restoration,
recognition, and perfect glorification! "Thanks for ever be to God wh(}
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ l"

A PRAYER FOR THE BRITISH FORCES NOW SERVING IN
SOUTH AFRICA.
LORD GOD of hosts! in prayer we bow
For those who fight our battles now:
Our soldiers ltnd our sailors bless
In every season of distress;
In hardshIp, suffering, toil, and dread
Thy timely mercies 'fore them spread;
And give them grace to trust in Thee
For courage, strength, and victory.
Responding promptly, one and all,
To Duty's needful, urgent call,
They venture forth as loyal men,
For Queen and Country once again;
To break the Oppressor's galling chain,
And equal rights for all obtain:
Strong be their faith, be hope their lot,
That Freedom's blows be not forgot.1
Lord God of hosts! oh, hear our prayer
For those whose burdens we would share:
Heal Thou the wounded, nerve the faint,
And cheer the prisoners in constraint;
Sustain the widowed, orphaned hearts,
Relieve the sorrows Death imparts;
And soon, good Lord, the struggle end,
With Thee as each foe's steadfast Friend.

Bramhall.

J. E. WINDER.

DEATH will blow the bud of grace into the flower of glory.-Broo7cs.
[Selected by A, M. TOPLADY.]
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DEATH OF THE REV. JAMES BATTERSBY.
IN brotherly sorrow we record the death of our beloved friend, the
Rev. JAl)lES BATTERSBY, Vicar of St. James's Church, Sheffield, which
took place on Saturday, the 9th of December last. Mr. BATTERSBY
had been in a weak state of health for some time past. On 'l'uesday,
November 27th, he had a st.roke of paralysis, ,and since that time
quietly declined, pa~sing away on Saturday morning, as we have
stated.
Only two days before his seizure Mr. BATTERSBY reached the fiftieth
year of service in the ministry. 'fhis was an event to which he
himself had looked forward. The congregation, who held their Vicar in
great affection and esteem, had prepared to mark the occasion by
making him a presentation.
In his later years Mr. BATTERSBY'S labours were mainly confined to
his own parish, where his gracious ministry, amongst the very poorest
of the population, was so much appreciated as to make him one of
the best loved pastors in the city. In his early years Mr. BATTERSBY
exercised 'wide influence as a strenuously earnest Protestant Evangelical, and he was highly valued as a most able and eloquent
preacher of the Gospel of God's free grace.
Mr. BATTERSBY had many friends in London who were anxious to
hear him preach, and on their invitation he preached a monthly
sermon in the Metropolis during a period of twelve years. Mr.
BATTERSBY was thus heard at St. George the Martyr's, Southwark, at
Verulam District Church, and at St. Thomas's Church, Lambeth.
These sermons were so highly appreciated that they were, by request,
published as pamphlets and widely circulated, and afterwards collected
in twelve volumes. He also preached at Manchester in the same
occasional way. :Mr. BATTERSBY, though connected with Sheffield for
so many ye~rs, was a Lancashire man, having been born at Worston,
near Clitheroe, in 1823. He lost his father early in life, and was
brought up by his uncles, the heads of a well-known firm of cotton
spinnors, with the intention of going into business with them. At a
moment of his life when Mr. BA1'TERSBY was anxious and undecided
as to his call to the Christian ministry, Dr. BAYLEE, the first principal
of St. Aida~l College, prevailed upon him to become one of his students.
His first curacy, after ordination by the BISHOP of CHESTER in the
spring 9f 1850, was St. Simon's, Liverpool. He next spent three years
at Holy Trinity Church, Huddersfield, and in 1854 was placed in
charge of the nominal district of Newport and Gilberdyke, near Hull.
Two years later the Vicar of Sheffield invited Mr. BATTERSBY to the
task of forming a church in the Porter Street district, one of the
poorest parts of Sheffield, and so he commenced a connection with the
city which lasted forty.three years. Commencing his ministry in the
streets and courts, a small room was soon rented, and then a cbapel
was purchased, and by degrees transformed into a church. In 1865
schools were erected; the following year the church was consecrated, and in 1867 a district was assigned, and an endowment
obtained.
E
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Referring to this work, the late Dr. BLAKENEY, who in 1879
presented Mr. BATTERSBY to the living of St. James's, Sheffield,
said:"There were few men for whom he had a greater regard, or whom he
more highly appreciated as a minister of the Gospel, than Mr.
BATTERSBY. When he first went to that parish there was no
congregation, and no church; in fact, no Christian work was going on
until the Rev. J. BATTERSBY commenced it. Now there was a
beautiful church and a devoted congregation, which had been
obtained through the instrumentality of Mr. BATTERSBY, after twentythree years' able and faithful ministry." Before leaving the parish
Mr. BA'l'TERSBY addressed a letter to the congregation and parishioners
of St. Simon's, in the course of which he said: "I need not call to
your minds the many trials and difficultietl through which we have
passed together
I have given the best part of my life,
my health, and my means to the parish of St. Simon's, in providing
for the parishioners a church, schools, and other ecclesiastical
machinery for the general good of the whole. I have longed to see
many more of the parishioners avail themselves of these 'external
means. The first sermon I ever preached in the parish was from
these words: 'The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from
all sin,' and I intend taking the same words for my text on the last
Sunday evening I shall address the congregation worshipping in
St. Simon's, as their Vicar."
Since his appointment to the old Parish Church of St. James's,
Mr. BAT'l'ERSBY moved less under the public eye. After many years
of constant uphill work in St. Simon's parish, in the course of which
he overcame great difficulties, Mr. BAT'l'ERSBY passed to the charge
of the less exacting vicariate of St. James's, where he enjoyed
comparative rest after the stress of his earlier labours.
At the morning service at St. James's Church on the Sunday, the
Rev. 1'. C. LAWSON preached, and at the conclusion of the sermon made
the following allusion to the Vicar's death: "On the last Sunday he
occupied this place-a fortnight to-day-he completed fifty years'
ministry, of which he then feelingly and with great emotion told us.
We shall all miss him. He was as a father to many of us, but God
ha!! seen fit, in His inscrutable. wisdom, to take him untD Himself,
and the comfort lies, as he expressed it to me in a letter when my
father died, in ' reali~ing our perfect standing in Christ.' One of the
last sentences he uttered was 'perfect in Christ.'''
The funeral took place on Tuesday, at Ecclesall Church, a great
number of the congregation and other friends being present. Many of
the clergy also attended, and, forming a line at the gate, preceded the
coffin into the church. The opening sentences were read by the Rev.
J. GI:LMORE, and the Psalms by the Rev. W. ODOll (an old SundaySchool teacher). The VEN. the ARCHDEACON read the prayers, and Rev.
1'. C. LAWSON (who has been Curate for eight years under Mr.
BA'l'TERSBY) conducted the service at the grave. The Rev. AUGUSTUS
'rOPLADY'S hymn, "Rock of Ages," which was a favourite of the
deceased pastor's, was impressively sung.
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THE LATE MISS MARIA HAVERGAL.
(Contributed. )

'1.'0 mllny MARIA V. G, HAVERGAL is only known as the writer of her
gifted sister's (F. R. H.) Memoir. A few extracts from her own
autobiography may be read with interest, and we hope with profit.
Maria considered her greatest temporal mercy to have been the
possession of "wise, loving, holy parents."
In her twelfth year the child was sent to a large London school,
conducted by Mrs. TEED. She had from sixty to eighty schoolfellows
of many nationalities. Camden House was at one time noted for its
dancing, the PRINCESS VICTORIA'S master giving lessons. But before
Maria's entrance that mighty change had been wrought in the soul
of the principal which never fails to influence actions. "I cannot
distinctly record her conversion, but it was a most complete passing
from death unto life; old things passing away, all things becoming
new.
The test of this new life "as the consequent anxiety for
the salvation of her pupils, and the determination to put away
the accomplishment which was the charm and attraction of her
school, because she saw the lurking evil, and that dancing well
must lead into the world's bye-paths. It was at the risk of breaking up the school, but the brave plunge brought its full reward.
For a time numbers lessened, but a reflex tide of popularity with
high-minded parents set in, and God gave the brighter blessing of
many young feet choosing for themselves the paths of pleasantness
and peace, and finding in Christ the abundance of joy, and those
life-satisfying pleasures which end in His presence, where there is
fulness of joy."
Mrs. TEED received many answers to her prayers on behalf of her
dear scholars. In some cases, "they returned to homes with no sympathy, but rather opposition. To these she counselled obedience and
cheerful home piety. One, who was prevented from further intercourse with her friend, sent the assuring message, "Although my
house be not so with God, yet hath He made with me an everlasting
1J0venant, ordered in all things and sure."
Mrs. TEED'S departure, on the 5th January, 1858, "was a true
sunset in calm radiancy, steadfast faith, and joyful anticipation, based
on the atoning blood. Her dying words were, "I am fast going home;
but I find the blood of Jesus my all-~tficient sufficiency!"
When Maria had been rather more than a year at school she, with
several others, was attacked with scarlet fever. A desire to please
her kind instructress led her, during this illness, to make a false profession. She knew Mrs. TEED'S anxiety for the souls of her pupilS,
and had arranged that if she should again ask her, "Do you believe 7"
she would reply, "Yes." The expected question came and the untruthful answer was given. She was not induced to repeat her conconfession, neither had she the candour to confess her fault; but as
she recovered a "dull remorse came." Her parents were informed
of her "happy confession," which was no more than a "deceitful veil."
'When convalescent she returned home, and there, in reference to the
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supposed change, her sister Miriam told her honestly that "she could
not discover any good change, and that she had never seen her read
her Bible." Maria's wise comments upon her sister's remark must
be given at length:" It was quite true, and no test is so sure as feeding on or neglecting
God's Holy Word. St. Peter gives the same test: 'As new-born babes
desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby"
(1 Peter ii. 2). The analogy is perfect. 'Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.' I Now are ye clean through the Word
which I have spoken-unto you' (John xv. 3). The same Word becoming,
by the Holy Spirit's power, the invisible seed and germ of new and
spiritual life in the soul, it follows that the life must be nourished
and increased by the same means-the Word. '}Ian shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God' (Matt. iv. 4). Our Lord confirms this: 'The words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life;' and in His last
prayer, I I have ~iven them Thy Word' (John xvii. 14). Hence with
children, or giants in the faith, who grumble at their experience and
moan over their shortcomings, the question comes, Are you honestly
desiring, searching, meditating, on Holy Scripture pure and simple? "
More than a year after making this false profession, }Iaria was
tempted by the sight of some cake, and was detected in taking it.
Mrs. TEED drew her to confession, pointed out the grief her dishonest
action would cause her parents and her teachers. "And then the sin
against the Lord, the grieving Him!" I do not think I then, or for
years afterwards, realized that first false step in profession, so }Irs.
TEED dealt with me as a tempted, fallen child of God, that I had
listened to the devil and forsaken Christ.
" My privilege of going alone was still mine (some marks of fa ,our
were withdrawn), and then I could sob and cry and confess to J ems
all the sins which now glared out on my soul.
The rest of that
half-year was a very sorrowful time, and I believe God's Spirit showed
me the evil of my heart."
Her conviction of sin was still further deepened by the death of a
schoolfellow. All circumstances added to the pathos of this case.
She was an only child. Her parents had reluctantly parted with
their darling for this her first half-year; and now they were summoned
to see her die.
Mrs. TEED'S anxiety was for the soul of her little
charge, and her belief and prayer were that God would shine into
the heart of the dying child by His own Word. So she had written
in large characters (printed texts were not so obtainable then as now),
"The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world," and the
card put where the little one could see it, and in the twilight the
glad, unasked· for confession came, "Mary wants a Saviour-Jesus
my Saviour-God sent Jesus to save me. Yes, it is all true, all mine."
The parents had come, and again the dying child pointed to the
text, and with touching eagerness begged her father to believe also.
The time of Confirmation was a time of especial eagerness with
Maria for a blessing. "Long ago I had tearfully asked forgiveness
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for all my sins, and one wish, one good desire was in my heart-the
fruit of God's everlasting love---,---that in Confirmation I might indeed be
confirmed by God the Holy Ghost.
As I walked up the long
aisle to the holy table and knelt there, the one cry arose, " Give me now
the Holy Spirit. Oh, do, do." In the long, silent drive home Maria
tells us the assuring words were brought to her, "My Beloved is mine,
and I am His." She complains, as so many children of God have done
in different stages in life, of sacramental times being seasons of hungering and tearful longing rather than of joyful feasting. And the con·
fession of her later years was that she looked back on "communings
with the Lord Jesus in His Word rather than at His table, as the
most vividly precious seasons." At another time, writing of the intense longing she felt for deeper communion with her Saviour at His
table, during the, early. part of her home life after leaving school, of
how diligently she would examine herself, and how tearfully read over
the Passion story, she says: "And yet I always came away from the
Sacrament unsatisfied, and often so tearfully that I had tD get off from
dinner and ask for bread and milk in my room. I see now the Lord
was teaching me not to place undue or exclusive value on any means
of grace, and I have found the most vivid and exquisite .manifestations of Himself and His exceeding love may be on the lone mountain
or in the s~i1l chamber of suffering."
In the summer of 1844 Maria went with her father and a young
friend to Scotland. On board the steamer she observed a Swiss girl
in great difficulty. She had friends in the island of Arran but knew
not how to reach them. The captain failed to understand her broken
English. Maria undertook to be first interpreter, and then guardian,
allowing the stranger to spend the first night at the hotel "ith her
own little party. The next day Mademoiselle followed them as they
sear,ched for lodgings. How was she to find her school friends with no
address beyond the name of the. island ~ Presently her ejaC1,tlations,
"My friends! My friends!" told that the two graceful girls
approaching were the looked·for ones. The result was the forming of
a friendship between them and :Miss HAVERGAL,' The elder girl passed
away to the Better Land two years afterwards ; the younger, some
twenty years later, married into the HAVERGAL family. An outline of
her wonderful career must be given:"ANDRIENNE - - - was an only child of Protestant parents.
Their castle and estate could not be inherited by her, but passed to
the brother's son. He was a Roman Catholic, and from childhood was
Andrienne's ardent lover. Owing to an accident when ten years old,
Andrienne was taken to Italy for spinal treatment.
There every
effort was made to induce the child to abjure her Protestant notions.
She described to me ~he endeavours to frighten her. After some brave
refusals, she was told evil spirits would come for her if she were not in
the true Church. And phosphoric outlines of horrible forms were
made to. pass befoi'e her on the wall as she lay in bed. All in vain!
Then she was taken one evening into the chapel to confess Refusing
to do so, she was locked up all night .alone in the chapel. The morning
found the brave child firmer than ever, and when the priest told her
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that he should go to heaven but bhe must be lost for ever, she exclaimed, 'If you will be in heaven I never wish to go.'
"Years went on, till her coming of age was to decide the choice-to
be a loved wife and a countess in the castle of her ancestors, or to earn
her bread as a governess in a strange land. No dogma, no obstinacy
ruled here; in the strong, firm persuasion that Roman Catholic doctrines could not be proved by Holy Scripture, and that as they' detract
from the glory of Jesus Christ and substitute the merits of Virgin and
saints, this true follower counted all things but loss, and literally gave
up lover, home, and land for His name's sake. It was soon after this
that I met her in that singular way. Once again, after the trial of
loneliness, the Count tried again. She was walking with her pupils
(A.'s sisters, for I had introduced her to Norton), when an Italian
greyhound ran caressingly to her. She knew that its master was not
far distant. Two interviews followed, not only with herself, but her
English friends; but when Jesus Christ is a reality in the heart, we
must be more than conquerors.
"Her later path was one of wonderful ministry, not only in England,
but away in Naples; noble deeds (;ould be told of her generous rescue
of some in distress. Andrienne gaye me a singular detail of her
assisting two escaped nuns, and their revelations strongly confirmed
my Protestant faith. I will not gi,e particulars, as I did not write
them then. Brave Andrienne! ",Yhen the Son of jIan comes in His
glory your name and your confession of faith shall be confessed by
Him, and His smile will be your eternal compensation."
In 1848 Miss HAYERGAL had to part with her tenderly-loyed
mother. She appears to have been a whole-hearted Christian, and tD
have admirably ·filled her position as a curate's and rector's wife.
Her illness was a most painful one-cancer. Even the se,ere part of the
affliction spread over a large space of time, for in November, 18-i6,
we find she ,vas so ill that her absent children were sent for. To
the son, who arrived first, she said, "There is nothing like loving
the Lord Jesus; He is indeed precious-such a Saviour! I think
that ever since I was sixteen years old I have really loved Him,
but not of myself, it is God's free mercy that gave me the least
spark of living grace ; no merit, no righteousness in me." To her
husband she said, "I hope I am safe; nothing of my own to trust
in, all vile and worthless; nothing to be satisfied with in myself, the
merit and righteousness of Christ are my only trust. In the night it
was as if the heavens were open to me, and, like Stephen, I saw
Jesus interceding for me."
To another she remarked, "I have often thought of that text,
'Daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee;' I, too, may
touch the hem of His garment, and shall be whole. 'Will you
repeat 'How sweet the name of Jesus sounds' ~ "
Then the danger passed, and the invalid was able the next August to
go away for change. While watching one morning, with her devot.ed
daughter Maria, the mist rolling away at early daWll, she saId,
"Soon will all my shadows flee away, and the bright morning of
eternity dawn for me." And," Think of the distance between a holy
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God and sinful man-sllch a chasm! but all is filled up, bridged
over with redeeming loye. But there must be a great change in the
natural heart, or it could not enjoy the pleasures at God's right
hand."
Another time, reading 1 Peter i. 8, "Whom having not seen, ye
love," &e., she said, "1 had glimpses of that in the night, and
'rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory '-so, so happy!"
September, 1847.-Being asked if she ever prayed to get better,
Mrs. HAvERGAL replied, "Oh no; 1 pray to be prepared for worse pain
than this, for 1 do not know what God is preparing for me. But
what God orders must be best-all is quite right, all suffering is for my
good." That night she exclaimed, "How beautiful!" "What is
beautiful 1" "The hill of Zion, and Dr. WATTS'S hymn, 'Come ye that
love the Lord,' gi,es me such happy thoughts. . . . Yes, 1 do get
happy moments even in my pain, and see my Saviour almost as if face
to face."
January, 18-!8.-After intense pain she said, "What am 1, that God
should take notice of me, even to afflict me 1 Oh, why should He thus
care to purify me 1 why should He thus love me 1
"Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!"
Yes, grace, free grace, will ever be my song. Precious Saviour, sanctify
me, prepare me to see Thee face to face. Oh that it may please
Thee speedily to deliver me from the burden of this sinful and
suffering flesh."
June, 1848.-"1 am in the depths of misery; if 1 had been told what
pain 1 had to go through, 1 should not have believed it possible that
1 could bear it. Ob, 1 hope you will sing and rejoice for me when I
am gone. . . . All things will be ready, and 1 shall be summoned to
the marriage supper of the Lamb." "Oh these bitter, bitter pains!
but 1 know the Lord's mercy will not fail me. Christ has done all
for my salvation; nothing else could give me comfort now. My
Saviour is my strength and my song. It is so wonderful that my
fear of death is quite gone, and 1 have only a longing desire to die.
Oh, why tarriest Thou 1" Her husband said, "My dear, 1 think you
have not many days now to wait for Him." She replied, "Oh,
praised be His name! How glorious to know that 1 shall soon see
Him who was pierced for me!" As the end drew on the words
became fewer j now and then the exclamation, ".My Saviour! Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly!" The petition was granted on July 4th,
1848.
(To be con/in'lIed.)

ALL those things that are lovely in men are for the Church's good,
the best, life, and the worst, death; things present, let who will be the
possessor; all things between life and death are for the good of
believers, because they are Christ's (1 Cor. iii. 22).- Chamock.
[Selected by A. M. TOPLADY.]
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THE FIERY FURNACE.";'
By THE LA'l'E MRS. HODLYN, BATH.
'WHERE the Lord begins a work of grace, secret trials and searchings
of heart will surely accompany God's life in the soul. Under the
law this command was given: "Everything that may abide the
fire, ye Rhall make it go through the fire, and it shall be clean:
nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation"
(Num. xxxi. 23). There was deep Gospel truth hid under this type,
which is revealed in the experience of the believer. Trials of soul,
body, and circumstances test the reality of a heaven-born faith,
however small; of the love felt, hmyever little; and of the hope
given, however feeble. From Abel down to the last saint on earth, this
is the road the whole election of grace must travel. "And all for
the lifting of Jesus on high." We read in the Epistle of Paul to
the Philippians this word: "For unto you it is given in the behalf
of Christ not only to believe, but to suffer for His sake;" and this
suffering includes all and everything that presses upon the heart of
a child of God, and produces sorrow of mind. In its primitive sense,
the Apostle "Tote these words to encourage believers to endure
persecution arising from their confession of Christ, but it is of equal
application to all the family of God, to all the trials of the \\~ilder
ness, and all the heart-sorrows of the way. When called by grace,
the Lord's people have to travel on a new line, so they mnst part
company with persons and things that once were their heart's
delight. The unsatisfying nature of all that surrounds them, "hen
the light of life breaks into the soul, is often the first secret trial
to a child of God. They pine for holiness, for the presence of
Christ, and for heaven. Their desire is to be carried in the arms
of the Good Shepherd, to be "dandled upon the knees," kissed with
the kisses of His mouth, Listen to His Yoice, and realize His love.
These are the secret longings and "ishes of the heaven-born child.
But the power of evil within, association with the "orld "ithout, the
lawful and necessary claims of time and duty - all these are
hindrances that produce trial to the heart without an outward cross.
The child of God, in early days, finds it hard work to live in two
worlds at the same time-an outer and an inner world-and thus
every member of the family, some way or other, comes to prove at
every step the truth of the Word, "Strait is the gate, and narrow
is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."
"But," say some, "is there not a time of exemption from thisa time of establishment, of rejoicing, of coming of age, of taking
possession of the property promised to the saints 7" Yes, truly,
there is; but this belongs to the spiritual kingdom that "suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force;" but, "hen liberty and
enlargement are realized, the warfare with the "orld, sin, and Satan
goes on as fierce, and probably more fierce than before. Providences
;!' The Fiery Furnace may be had of Mr. C. J. Pembrey, 164, vYalton Street,
Oxford, as a half-penny booklet.
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often clash with promises; earnest attempts to do right often turn
out wrong; buds of hope are blighted, or, just when the field looks
beautiful to the eye, the Harvestman puts in His sickle, and down
the crop falls, and only the stubble is seen. God's people are not
Stoics j they have affections that are sources of affliction while
passing through the wilderness. Our Lord graciously recognised the
position of His people here below in these few but expressive words,
"These are in the world." This comprehends the circumstances of
their lot, the nature of their besetments, the difficulties of their
path, the weight of their cross, and the amount of strength to
carry it. "Known unto God are all His works;" and the favour
to the saints is, "All things work together for good to them who
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose;"
and, amongst the "all things," a prominent blessing is trial.
There are, amongst many others, three special benefits that God
makes use of through trial to convey to the saints. First, it leads
to prayer and intercourse with God. This is one notable use the
Spirit makes of the trials that attend the children of God in their
wilderness course. Whether it be from earthly or spiritual sources;
whether the case be, "Sir, come down, ere my child die;" or, "God
be merciful to me a sinner!" heaven-born souls must carry all their
cases to God. The feeling is, "Lord, to whom else should we go 1"
and, whether in words or groans, sighs or tears, the trouble must
be told to God, whatever it may be; and herein is blessing, apart
from the answer, which may be long delayed. It brings.the child
and the Father together, and there is unity between a bruised
heart and a crucified Saviour; there is intercourse between the Father
and the child.
A second benefit under trial is, a felt need of a word from the
Lord to support faith and encourage hope. When all refuge fails,
the soul looks to the Scriptures for comfort-not the cold, careless
duty of Bible reading, but as a matter of dire necessity. There is
a bnrden pressing that only One can remove; there is a void within
only One can fill up; and the Word is the medium of support, the
sweet source [of consolation. The case is met in the Word. The
feelings are there described; the path is explained; the heart is
encouraged; the burden is lightened; and the testimony is in unison
with the royal Psalmist: "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path." But if, under trial, a special promise be
divinely spoken to the heart, this is a stronger support to the soul.
The word that comes with power from God will often be carried in
the hand of faith to God. When a "Th01t saidst" is got hold of
through Divine gift, the cry often goes up, "Remember the word
unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope."
Amongst many other blessings, a third benefit bestowed upon the
Church bf God through trial, separation from the world may be
l1amed. The farther saints proceed on the up-line of a heaven-born
religion, the distance increases that separates them from the downline of the world, its ways, its pleasures, its pursuits, its associations.
The cry uttered by the spouse suits the travellers to Zion: "Tell
~
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me, 0 Thou whom my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, where
Thou makest Thy flocks to rest at noon."
The heart cries out for
God, for the living God, and the living soul desires fellowship with
the Father, the love of Christ Jesus, and the peace of the Holy
Ghost. But these favours are not to be found in the paths of the
destroyer, nor among boastful, unexercised professors, who know no
change, and scorn the tried, tempted, and trembling believer.
But
"to him that is affiicted, pity should be shown," and such find that
they must look to God for support and comfort while travelling the
solitary path marked out for them by Infinite Wisdom, for they will
get no sympathy from professor or profane. "The heart knows its
own bitterness," from whatever source it may spring; but there is
healing in the wood of the tree of life that makes the bitter waters
sweet to the child of God. It is sweet when the Spirit leads the heart
to God by the cords of love, while He gently draws it off from the
world, puts a veil over all that once occupied th2 affections, and makes
the captive sinner obedient to the Divine command, "Come ye forth,
and be separate, and touch not the unclean thing."
Such are
Israelites indeed, to whom God speaks now as He did of old by the
prophet: "Thus saith the Lord, I remember thee, the kindness of thy
youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after Me in
the wilderness, in a land that was not sown" (Jer. ii. 2), and thus they
learn the declaration in Leviticus xx. 26.
But these are not idlers in Zion, as the world declares, who "fold
their hands, and do nothing." They are exercised in spirit; their
aim is to glorify God in their home and in their vocation; they
desire to walk aceording to the. Gospel, and adorn it by an honest
confession of the truth as made known in their experience; and the
trials arising from the opposition of the world, their evil nature, and
Satan, make them seek the company of the people of God, and withdraw from voluntary association with those who feel no interest in
things divine. But this is not in Pharasaic pride, which says, in
effect, "Stand by thyself; I am holier than thou." It springs
from a sense of weakness; from godly fear of being again entangled
by the allurements of the world; from a heart in union with the
mind of the Spirit, that says, "Love not the world, neither the
things of the world: if any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him." Widely this differs from monasticism, that
flies from the duties and obligations of life, owned and honoured
by the God-Man Mediator while here below, and enjoined by precept
and example in the Book of God. JOHN NEWTOX, of gracious
memory, was wont to say, "If God sent an angel in human form
to sweep a street crossing, the only apparent difference between
him and all other sweepers in London would be that the angel's
work was best done."
The usefulness of. trials to the children of God was expressed
typically thus :-Everything that may abide the fire, ye shall make
it go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be
purified with the water of separation;" and the promise to the
Church of God during this process in their time-state is of abiding
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efficacy: "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee." The purifying and Heparating work
on behalf of the Church before God are found in Christ alone: "For
He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
"And how are you getting on 1" was an inquiry to a poor
woman.
"Very badly," was the reply. "Ill, very ill, in body, and often
tormented terribly in my mind."
"How is that 1" was asked.
"I cannot say. Tossed up and down-full of doubts and fears~:ttan so busy putting all sorts of things before me; and he has
g'reat opportunities; a sick bed and wakeful nights keep him at work
in a wonderful way with the mind. Often I rise up in bed and call
out quite loud, 'Get thee behind me, Satan,' I feel him so close
to me."
"Well, now, what do you do when you get into this low way 1"
"Why, I can do nothing," the poor, old woman answered promptly;
"I can never help myself. 'Tis a fiery furnace."
"Then how is it you are helped 1"
"Jesus steps in between me and Satan-that's the way; and you
may depend upon it there is no other way. People come here, and
they mean it kind, and they just talk to me as if I had all
power in heaven and earth-could have all I wanted-and shake off
Satan and give myself comfort; but r- have not got it-I cannot do
it-it is beyond me, and I feel it more and more. When I want
Jesus, Jesus must come Himself; when I want to pray, He must
give it; when I want to have this lowness taken off my heart, He
must do it. I have got no power like to do anything, and it do
fret me so when people come and talk to me the other way, as if
I had; I don't know what to answer, but I know what I feel-I
can't do none of it. And then at times I am turned to the Lord
in such a nice way, just to tell Him what a poor helpless nothing
I am, and then I am helped, and I am comforted, and for that
time I think surely the Lord will save me. But I do not see
my way clear at all times, and that worries me; and then,
when they tell me I can alter it, I feel so cross and so
desponding, for they are good people, and they mean well; but
they don't know my heart, and how useless it is to telI me
to do anything to better myself. They may do a great deal, but
I cannot, so there I must leave it. I know I am very Wicked,
.and I know, as the hymn says'" None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.' "
As I beheld her
Poor old thing, what a sermon she preached.
I thought she was wiser than many of her teachers. Aged, bed·
ridden, suffering always in body and oftentimes in mind, clouded
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in knowledge and troubled about the end, yet her conflicts and,
spiritual difficulties betrayed the reality of her faith, the depth of
her love, and the soundness of her experience. "Many are the
affiictions of the righteoLls," and sorrow of mind and trouble of soul
make up the great tribulation through which all the children of
God must pass. _Here they see the Lord's delivering grace sooner
or later-here the dross is separated from the fine gold-here they
need the word of promise-and here the world is seen in its true
light. In the fire of adversity the best lessons are learnt, and to
minister to tried souls in any way is a great favour.
Help to the
body is not forgotten by the Lord. "Inasmuch as ye did it to one
of the least of these, ye did it unto Me," is blessed encouragement
to show kindness and liberality to the saints. But help afforded to
the soul through God's pure truth is the essence of chiarty; and
to communicate God's truth, we must know it for ourselves, haye
some experience of His dealings, and realize a little of His lovingkindness:
" Then will I tell to sinners round,
What a dear Saviour I have found;
I'll point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God.'''

"HE :MAKETH WARS TO CEASE."
Thou our cause, 0 God: if we have striven
Right to uphold, and justice to maintain;
Unite once more the bonds of peace now riven;
Ruler of hearts, their enmity restrain.

JUDGE

If we have erred, then deeply we deplore it,

Let not the na,tion suffer for our sinl;
Look on our country, in Thy grace restore it;
Thy mighty arm, 0 Lord, shall victory win.
Exert Thy conquering power, we now entreat Thee,
Scatter the people that delight in war;
No force can stay Thee, nor could hell defeat Thee;
Speak but a word, and hush the cannon's roar:
And still the raging waves of bitter SOlTOW,
That earth's most loving touch would soothe in vainThis night of anguish that can see no morrowA weeping Rachel mourning for her slain.
Hasten, dear Lord, the time of Thine appearing,
When war and bloodshed shall for ever cease;
With joy Thy people see the hour is nearing
That ushers in a day of cloudless peace.
Then come, oh come, Deliverer of the nation,
Our hearts with longing fail to hear the cryThe burst of praise, the shout of jubilation,
Behold, the Saviour comes to victory!
EOI1'H MARSH.
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HIS PRESENCE
(PSALM

xvi. H.)

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-What is there to be compared to the Lord's" Presence" in
neaven or on eartb~. The saint feels even now heaven is begun
when God's presence is realized, and it is his yearning desire to see
His face hereafter-not what heaven is, what its employments are,
or li.nything concerning it, so much as Himself; to see Him, to gaze
on Him in loving rapture and adoration. One has well expressedi t--,
"Lord, it is not life to live,
1£ Thy presence Thoui deny;
Lord, if Thou Thy presence give,
'Tie no longer death to die."

And again"In Thy presence I am happy;
In Thy presence I'm secure;
In Thy presence all afflictions
I can cheerfully endure."
It has ever been the blessed, heart-cheering promise, even to Old
Testament saints-to Moses and Joshua-" I will be with thee." It
is said of Joseph in the prison, "The Lord was with him." David
says, "I will fear no evil, Thou art with me," and to the Church in
all ages the Lord Jesus says, "La, I am with you always." Now, the
highest realization of His presence seems to be "fulness of joy."
How few of us possess joy! Peace, faith, and hope are wonderful,
but joy! Is it His "presence" that is lacking ~ Yet, it was the
Lord's own mind (see John XY. 11, and Hi. 24), "that your joy may
be full." Psalm xlv. 1, seems to be the outcome of a heart overflowing
with the" joy of the Lord," so we have "Rejoice in the Lord alway " ;
not in anything else but Himself, and this fulness of joy spoken of
in this Psalm seems so much, so completely absorbing everything, that
one cries out, "Enough, Lord! " " I sat down under His shadow with
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." But the Lord
is a plentiful giver. Not only fulness of joy, but pleasures for evermore-at the right hand, sense of acceptance-lasting pleasures, not
fleeting, not marred, as earth's highest pleasures must be. Take even
the enjoyment of earth's loveliness-exquisitesce nery, the Creator's
perfect works in lake, mountain, sea. Physical SUffering-pain, and
weariness mal' it. But these spiritual pleasures survive evermore.
"Evermore," that· is a depth we cannot gauge, and a height we
cannot ·scale. May our hearts' affections, then, be so drawn out to
Himself as that the soul shall bask by faith in His presence, till we
see Him as He is, "face to face."
Cheltenham, November 4th.
M.
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THE VOICE OF GOD.
To the Editor of the Gospel llIagai.i'lle.
SIR,-" The voice" sounds an alarm from the Transvaal, yca, and
that a mighty voice!
It is the voice of Him who knoweth the
thoughts of men are vain. God is not to be mocked with impunity.
He never calls evil good, or good evil, but weigheth the thoughts of
Why,
men, Adam's children. The fear of man bringeth a snare.
then, has all this evil come upon us 1 While we do well to examine
ourselves individually-for who knolYeth how oft he off'endeth 1-God is
dealing with us nationally, and is punishing us for our national sins.
Alas, idol worship is encouraged by our Primates and Bishops, and
by clergymen who patronize the idolatry of Rome's sensuous worship.
Evil counsellors have brought us within the meshes of Babylon's
idolatrous system.
These modern "Ritnalists" worship they know
not what. "An evil heart hath turned them aside" from the truth,
from Him who is the Truth. No wonder, then, that Jehovah, \yho
delights not in iniquity, arises in judgment against England, and
causes us to smart under His rod. That which was said to the Jews of
old is not inappropriate to-day, "You only have I known of all
nations, therefore will I punish you for your iniquity."
As a nation, Sir, we are running headlong into Rome's fatal embrace;
therefore, what, as a nation, can we expect but J ehonh's righteous
punishment 1 Turn, then, from your iniquity, and kn0w Him, the
only true God, and Jesns Christ whom He hath scut.
Dawlish, December 11th, 1899.
.-\LPHA..
[We fully endorse the sentiments of your letter, deal' friend, and
are convinced that the Idolatry now prevailing, through the laxity of
Episcopal rule, in the national Church, is the just cause of GOD'S
controversy with England. Alas! no signs of national repenta,nce
are yet forthcoming.-EDIl'oR.]

A CERTAIN SOUND.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-" Blow ye the trumpet;" but not the trumpet of
sacerdotalism, which has dishonoured God and the Church of the
Reformation for the last sixty years. As to the false teachers, "Come out
from among them, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and
I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be :My sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty." Well may an alarm be sounded in God's
holy mountain, when her teachers and defenders spread a net for our
path and a snare for our feet. Do any still ask, What trumpet shall we
sound 1 Surely, there is none other name under heayen given among
men whereby we must be saved but that of Jesus Christ, the power
of God, and the wisdom of God, "the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever." In this light we see light, though the darkness of
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sacerdotalism comprehend it not. The lawless teachers are blind
leaders of the blind, and the inevitable result must follow-priests and
their deluded followers must fall into the ditch of ignorance and
superstition together!
Let us, therefore, stand fast in that liberty wherewith Christ alone
hath made us free. Let us "flee from idolatry," and worship the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom He hath sent to be the
propitiation for our sins, who is also the ever.prevailing Intercessor
for His people.
Dawlish.
V. P. H.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE AH,MY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Maga~ine.
DEAR SIR,-I am pleased to say that by the kind aid of friends I
have been enabled to send forth a large quantity of Gospel literature
for the soldiers in South Africa.
The men eagerly welcome the books,
and I hope it may please our Lord to bless the reading of them to
mltny souls. We can but sow the seed, leaving it to Him to apply
the promised blessing. I trust the friends of. the soldier and sailor
may still kindly continue their help to us, as we have been largely
increasing our exports of late.
FROM A SEAMEN'S MISSION,

Very many and hearty thanks for your kind and generous gift of
books for our Mission, received to-day. May our God abundantly bless
your work.
FROM LONDON.

Thanks once more for the monthly parcel supplied me for free distribu.
tion. Results are ,in the Lord's hands, and I have seen many times a
blessing follow. Marvellouil mercy that the Covenant of grace is sure and
certain; and those whom God the Holy Ghost has taught their own
case know how to value free, unmerited mercy.
May Our Lord graciously increase the blessing He vouchsafes to
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the coming year. ,Yith many prayers and
grateful thanks for your past kindness,-Yours faithfully in Him.
R. E. BRIDER.
St. Mark's RocLd, Salisbw'y, December 5th, 1899.

WHAT hallowed intercourse with Jesns do His loved ones enjoy!
Hanging upon the arm brings us close to the heart; and such reliance
shows relationship, for Jesus will let none but His bride hang there!
And how joyous to be realizing sweet communion with Him! Oh, we
would not be without this secret joy for ten thousand worlds i-this
"seeing Him who is invisible," this walking with God, this keeping
up a holy intercourse with heaven, praying without ceasing, drinking
into the mind of the Spirit of Christ, this leaning upon the arm of
the Beloved. These are nnntterable springs of comfort which buoy
up the.child of God on his way home.-Ge01·ge Cowell.
F
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE war in South Africa still continues, and it even threatens to
last for a considerable further time. Notwithstanding that they have
received large reinforcements, our troops have had some serious
checks, and the two or three battles in which they have won the
victory have been won at a great loss of life and men. The Boers
are extremely crafty, and they have repeatedly drawn our men into
snares; they are very good marksmen, they throw up entrenchments
with wonderful celerity, and they cleverly make use of every kind of
shelter; the country also in which they are fighting favours their
tactics, and they are thoroughly acquainted "'ith it. It seems almost
madness to make our soldiers rush upon the front of those entrenchments and fight an almost unseen enemy amidst the tremendous hail of
bullets which is hurled upon them from thousands of rifles, and from the
awful engines of destruction, the modern machine guns: and yet this
seems to be the only way in which the contest on our side can at
present be carried en. At the time at which we write, the beleaguered
towns of Ladysmith, Kimberley, and :\:I:afeking are still unrelieved, and
the Boers appear to have immense forces, in addition to those with which
they are surrounding these towns, prepared to resist the further
advance of our troops in three or four different directions. They
evidently are far more numerous and better trained for 'war than ,,'e
had ever expected They have proved themselves also to be extremely
t~'eacherous, and they have continued to make a disgraceful abuse of
the white flag and the red cross, and they han deliberately and
repeatedly fired their cann0n upon ambulance waggons and hospitals.
We deeply regret this war, and we earnestly wish that it \\as ended,
although we believe that it is a just war, and that the attitude and
disposition of the people of the Transvaal have for a long time marle
it inevitable.
Even Dr. LrvINGsToNE seems to have' anticipated it,
and SIR BARTLE FRERE, and other wise and good men who have been
personally well acquainted with South Africa, have foreseen that it
must occur at some time sooner or later.
'Ve have also much
regretted to see the proud and boastful manner in which it has been
frequently alluded to in the Press; England's might, and the valour
of her soldiers, have been repeatedly spoken of as if they were completely irresistible, and no mention made of the "God of Battles,"
without whose help and countenance all our might and ,alour would
be useless. We certainly seem to deserve for this-as 'IIell as for 0111'
numerous national sins-correction; but we hope that in the midst of
deserved judgment the Lord will graciously remember mercy; and His
dear children may well earnestly supplicate day by day that this may
be the case, and that this sad contest may soon be brought to a close.
A great victory has been granted to our arillS in the Soudan, and
Mahdism, that terrible curse, which has desolated that fertile country
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for so many years, is happily destroyed. '1'he KHALH'A is dead, all hiD
principal emirs are either killed or taken prisoners, thousands of his
followers have surrendered to our victorious General, SIR FRAKCIS
WINGATE, and the final battle was won with the loss on our side of only
three native Egyptian soldiers killed and twelve wounded.
The
beneficial results of this victory it would be difficult to estimate. A
daily newspaper says :-" The Valley of the Nile was the only part of
the habitable globe where civilization had been actually thrust back
for over it thousand miles before the advance of a barbarous
fanaticism.
A whole vast tract of country, where Europeans were
accustomed to travel in safety before the appearance of Mahdism, had
been given over' to an empire of famine, of pestilence, of lust and
slaughter. The region was ravaged far and wide; trade and cultivation disappeared; the native population was reduced by at least onehalf under plague, hunger, and the edge of the sword. Now it has
been recovered, and more than recovered. The ground lost to ci vilizi:\,tion has not only been restored; it has been immeasurably extended.
For the first time in the annals of mankind the river of Egypt rolls
for four thousand miles, half the length of a continent, through lands
no longer cursed by bloodshed and slavery, where the peace of the
earth prevails and justice reigns over men, and the Nile is under one
strong rule from end to end." 'What a wonderful and beneficial
change! May it be the beginning of still greater and more beneficial
changes yet to come!
The Church Missionary Society is making <1, special effort to develop
its foreign medical mission.work, and very wisely so. It is about to
establish a Medical Hostel in South London, to afford a medical
training to all its lady missionaries. Elementary instruction will there
be given in medicine, surgery, hygiene, cooking, &c., so that the
Society's lady missionaries may be better able to look after their own
health, and also may ha,e some preparation for dealing with the
simpler ailments which they meet in the homes of the women in
heathen and Mahomedan lands. It is estimated that the initial cost
of this Medical Mission will be between £900 and £1,000, and the
annual outlay about £300 oyer and above the fees paid by or on
behalf of the ladies. It will be managed by a special Committee
which has been appointed for the purpose, and there is reason to hope
that the hew -entei'prise will prove its yalue not only by affecting the
Society's medical work, but also by helping the Society's lady
missionaries' to ·take better care of their own he8Jth and to exercise
wider usefulness amongst the people to whom they go.
THE same Society is also extending its operations in another
interesting direction, namely, in Hausaland, part of the Western
Soudan, an immense tract of country which has recently come under
British rule, and which has not heretofore had any missionary living
in it. '1'hc Hausas are a yery fine people, both physically and intellectually, and they number i:\,bout fifteen millions. '1'hey are the only
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African race which possesses a literature of its own; and their enterprise, commercially and as manufacturers and travellers, is remarkable.
Since an invasion of the Fulah tribes, a hundred years ago, the country
as a whole has become Mahomedan, but a large number of the
people, especially in the villages, are heathen. A strong body of missionaries, headed by BISHOP TUCKER, has started for this new sphere of
work, and several of them have already acquired a good knowledge
of the Hausa language.
'rHE question has been anxiously asked :-" 'What \I"ill be the probable effect of the war in South Africa upon :JIissionar} work there 1"
Different answers have been given to this question by the officials of
different Missionary Societies which are working there, and \I"ho have
been interviewed upon the subject, but their general opinion seems to
be that for some time to come the work will be very seriously interfered
with, and in some instances greatly injured. They think, ho\\"ever, that
the final result \"ill greatly depend upon the settlement which will be
made at the close of the war. The Wesleyan Missionary Society is
deeply touched by the war. It has missions from Cape Town right up
nearly to the ZambeiSi. It has several stations in Natal, amongst
them being Estcourt, Ladysmit,h, and Dundee. It is also represented
at Kimberley and Mafeking. The Society practically covers the Transvaal, and has some fifty missions there.
Its missionaries Imve all
been expelled from the Transyaal, \\"ith eight exceptions, and these have
received" permits" to remain to look after the mission property. The
Society's missionaries have, it is said, been always. treated by the Boen;
with the greatest courtesy and fairness, although the Boers often spoke
contemptuously about the efforts of the Society to evangelize the natives.
In their minds a native is little better than a horse. The missionaries who have been expelled from the Transvaal have gone where mOiSt
of the refugees are, and are working amongst their own people; they
are convinced of the absolute necessity of the war; and the Secretary
thinks that if, at its close, the rights of the native races are secured
(which they certainly will be under British government), the progress
of civilization and Christianity amongst them will be much more
rapid than it has been hitherto, when they have been ground dmnl,
tyrannized over, and shamefully oppressed.

ONE thing in connection with this contest ought not to be overlooked or quickly forgotten by our countrymen who weakly favour the
claims of the Papacy, and that is, the bitter feeling which the Papacy
has shown toward is om' country in reference to it. The savage hatred
which the Vatican Press has exhibited towards us as a nation, in this
time of trial, may well teach some of our people a useful lesson. It
has evidently longed for our national discomfiture; it has gloated over
the checks to our arms; and when any success has been announced in
our journals, it has charged them with gross and deliberate falsehood;
for example, it stated that the account uf the defeat and death of
the Khalifa was a mere fa)Jlc, iuycnted to try and blind our people to
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the checks which we have sustained in Africa. If such be the
feeling of the Papacy towards us as a nation, how is it possible for
English Romanists to be true patriots 1
THE good Bishop of Worcester, Dr. PEROWNE, has again spoken
out with no hesitation or bated breath upon the insidious advances
of Romanism in the Established Church. At his recent Diocesan
Confe.rence he said: "My attitude towards High Churchmen has been
very much misunderstood and misrepresented.
Because I have main·
tained very strongly the Protestant character of OUl' ChUl'ch, and
have condemned the excesses of Ritualism, as signs and tokens of a
treacherous surrender to Rome, I have been assailed with no little
rancour and virulence, as though I desired to see the ChUl'ch narrowed
to the dimensions of a sect, and to cast out all who could not pronounce
my Shibboleth. Nothing could be more opposed to my convictions, to
my actions, and to every sentiment to which I have ever given
utterance.
To me questions of ritual in themselves belong to the
'infinitely little.' I have said in Comocation that the use of such
things as incense, lights on the Holy Table, the mixing the water with
the wine in the Holy Oommunion, are in themselves matters perfectly
indifferent. They pale into utter insignificance apart from the doctrine
which is symbolized by the ritual. This is the ground on which the
battle of the Church has to be fought, and this, I think, is not very
clearly seen by our modern High Churchmen. They are not distinctly
anti-Roman as their fathers were. For what did our Reformers contend even to the death 1 For what did they give up their lives in
the fire 1 Not for any question of external observance, but because
they held and taught that Transubstantiation, Masses propitiatory for
the living and the dead, PUl'gatory, the ,Yorship of the Virgin, and
the Invocation of the saints, Indulgences, and the like, were contrary to
God's Word written; and for their uncompromising denial of, and
resistance to, these Romish doctrines they gave their bodies to be
bmned. At a great price they bought for us our freedom, giving us
the pure Word of God and the Gospel of Hi", grace, cleared from all
But what do we see now 1 A
false and degrading superstitions.
resolute and compact party bent on effacing and obliterating every
line of distinction between our Church and Rome-the insolent claim
put forward to hold and teach all Homish doctrine by clergymen who
eat the bread of the Chmch of England; and a claim of this kind,
no longer, as heretofore, banding OUl' High Churchmen against it, but
even acquiesced in, rather than resisted. I shall be set down, no
doubt, as an unreasonable alarmist, but I cannot conceal my conviction
that there is a very decided Romewarc1 movement among us, as distinct
from a Catholic movement. It may not extend over very large areas,
but it 'is gathering strength every day. It is the steady, onward,
grinding advance of the glacier; or, rather, it is a subterranean
process, shrouding itself in a darkness which conceals its real aim.
'1'he danger is real, and it cannot be averted by optimistic phrases
or a refusal to look the facts steadily in the face. Let any onel'ead
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our great Anglican divines of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
many of them staunch High Churchmen-like ANDREWES, and BRAMHALL, and COSIN, and HALL, and LAUD himself-and he will find the
clear note ringing through them all of uncompromising hostility to
Rome. 'fhe fact is obvious. How different is this language from. that
of the 'rractarians generally and the Ritualists! How tender they are
towards Rome, how full of apologies for her! How gently they speak of
her as ' an erring sister;' how anxious they are to get a kind word or a
kind look from her, casting themselves at her feet, avo,\"ing themselves
her penitent children, longing to be reconciled to their tme mother! I
say the Church of England has lost her balance, and, for the brave,
clear protest of all her great divines, she is no,\" tempted, by specious
words, about Catholicity and the like, to substitute a nerveless
pseudo-Catholicism on which her adversaries are building their hopes,
but which are a shame and grief to her true sons." Would that all
the English Bishops would speak out as plainly, and then act as
they speak!
A NOBLE and most generous response has been made to the appeals
on behalf of the poor homeless refugees from the '1'ransvaal, for the
widows and orphans of our soldiers who have fallen in battle, and
for medical aid and comforts for the wounded; and ,ye are heartily
glad that such is the case; but there is a fear that this generous
response may check the usual flow of charity which is generally shown
at this season of the year, and that the poor, and some of our most
deserving institutions-Dr. BARNARDO'S Homes, for example-will
suffer in consequence. We hope that this will not be the case; we
hope that those givers who can possibly afford it will maintain their
kind usual gifts and subscriptions, as well as give to the excellent objects
before-mentioned. There are also clear indications that India will soon
again require some special aid, for a famine has already begun in some
districts there, and it threatens to be very serious.

D. A. D.
Jp we are" drawn with the cords of lo\'e, with the bands of a man,"
it is because we are objects of love. If we come to Christ, approve
of Him, and cleave to Him, it is a certain consequence of our having
"seen, and heard, and learned of the F3.ther ; "and therefore it must
necessarily be an evidence that we are passed from death to life, and
that we shall not come into condemnation.-Brine. [Selected by
A. M. TOPLADY.]
BELIEVERS have experience of the power and efficacy of indwelling
sin. They find it in themselves. They find it as a law. It hath
a self·evidencing efficacy to them that are alive to discern it: they
that find not its power are under its dominion. Whosoever contend
against it shall know and find that it is present with them, that it is
powerful in·them. He shall find the stream to be strong who swims
against - it, .though he who rolls along with it be insensible of
it.-D1'. Ou:en. [Selected by ~A. :M. TOPLADy.l
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AGED PILGR.IMS' FR.IEND SOCIETl.

By THE SECRETARY

OF

THE SOCIETY.

THE Committee have raised 149 of the Five Guinea Pensioners to
the Seven Guinea Pension. This advance will increase the pension
expenditure by upwards of £300 per annum. Our friends will readily
understand that many hearts and homes will be gladdened this New
Year by additional income so welcome and unexpected; it will be
dispensed through the kind ministration of Christian friends, and
this will add not a little to its value. The Special Winter Appeals
have been issued, and many encouraging and helpful responses have
been given; with a rapidly-increasing outlay in pensioning, the need of
new contributions becomes more urgent.
On December 1st, the Rev. S. H. WILKINSON gave a most interesting
and instructive lecture in the Hall of the Hornsey Rise Asylum, on
" Jews and Jewish Missions," illustrated by lime-light views. A
large audience assembled, and the proceeds were devoted to the
Maintenance Fund.
On Friday e,ening, January 19th, at seven
o'clock, Mr. T. IV. KUNK will give an illustrated lecture in the
Asylum Hall, on "The History of the Bible."
The Official Report of the recent Clifton Conference contains an
account of the meeting the Society was privileged to participate in,
and many friends of the Institution will doubtless be glad to peruse
at length the valuable addresses which were delivered dllring the
sittings of the Conference, which it was a joy to very many to
attend.
Several friends have kindly presented Christmas and New Year's
gifts to the inmates of the Homes; sueh t.hought.ful considcration is
highly appreciated by the aged ones, and does mllch to cheer the
pathway of many a pilgrim to Zion.
THE righteous man hath grace beyond expression. The hypocrite
hath expression beyond grace.-Venning. [Selected by A. M. TOPLADY.]
OFTTUIES I cannot word my want before the throne. I can only sigh
out my need. But the Advocate puts it in the right form, pleads my
cause in a su ccessful way, "ever liveth to make intercession for me,"
and, through His blood-cleansing, all my poor prayers ascend as fr9.nkincense and a savour of life divine, 'reIl-pleasing in the sight of the
Eternal Father, gaining me the needed blessing from the throne. And
mark, reader, if the need is only according to the caprice of the
creature, and something that is not good for us to obtain, Jesus
Then, alas, we
will purge Ollr prayer of that creature want.
rebel, for, like a peevish child, we want our own way. Oh, by-andby, methinks, one of the things we shall learn is, the wisdom of
the Lord's withholdings, and in His not letting ns have Ollr own
way, but carrying out His own. One thing is certain, His way is
paved with love, and laid down in wisdom, and is one that will lead
us safely on to glory.-The late GeoTge Cowell.
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Edited by the Ven. ARCHDEACON SINCLAIR. London:
Elliot Stock.
THE November number of this excellent Evangelical periodical contains,
besides other valuable articles, a full translation of the remarkable
article which we briefly noticed in our pages recently, and which was
published in the Italian Nuova Antologia by an English Roman
Catholic, Mr. RICHARD BAGaT, on the question, "Will England become
(Roman) Catholic7" and it is worthy of an attentiYe and careful perusal.
Mr. BAGo'l' analyses the much-vaunted accounts of so-called "conversions" to Roman Catholicism in England, and he largely discounts
them. He answers the question by an emphatic" Never."
Tlte Churchman.

A COrujuest of Grace: an Account of the Conversion and the Lord'.~
Dealings with Alfred Russell, of Wimbledon. By HIS MOTHER.
London: K Wilmshurst, 23, Warwick Lane, E.C.
THE godly mother's narrative of her son who was lost and was found is
a Christ.glorifying relation of how sovereign grace saves unto the uttermost the sinful objects of J ehoyah's eyerlasting love. The simplicity
of the record is deeply touching, and we cannot but believe that many
an aching parental heart will be encouraged to persHere in prayer for
unconverted children through a perllsal of the life of .-hFRED RCSSELL.
The Young People's T1WISW'Y and Little Gleaner. A. lfonthly :JIagazine
for the Young. London: Houlston and Sons, I, Paterno ter
Buildings, E.C.
THE annual volume for 1899 is, in spiritual and entertaining matter,
fully equal to its predecessors, which expresses the estimate we place on
one of the soundest and best edited monthly lYlagazines for children
now issued. Purely Evangelical and decidedly Protestant, t.he Young
People's TreasUJ'y should be found in eyery Christian family in the
land.
A Gathered Lily. A brief Memoir of ~IARY ELIZABETH BAR:"ES, of
Malmesbury, vVilts. London: F. I\.irby.
A BRIEF memoir of a young disciple in humble life, who passed through
very deep spiritual experiences, and was early called to the joy of her
Lord.
What is Rit1talism? a1ul who are RitualiBts? Part T. By A. W.
JOLLIFFE, Shanklin, LW. Silsbury, Bros.
THE doctrines and practices of the Ritualists considered under the tesl'
of God's ,Yord, and showed to be utterly wanting.

THE Church wherein God hath laid up His Gospel, and those souls
which are as the ark wherein God hath deposited His law, shall be
shadowed with the wings of His merciful providence, in a perpetual
succession of all true blessings.- Oha1'1loclc. [Selected by A. M.
TOPLADY.]

