THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
U

COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAlTH YOUR GOD:'

"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE'"

" JESUS eRRIS-T,THE SAME YEBTERDAY, A.BD TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER." u WHOM TO KNOW IS LtI'll ETIlR)JAL••

No. 433,
:-<BW SERIES.

I

No. 1,633,
{ OLD SElUES.

JANU.A.IW, 1902.

r

Qtge lami!!I Indian;
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

"\V'ho com((lrteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

"l~Iy

IK GOOD HANDS.
ti1nes are in Thy hands."-P:SAI,)I

XXXl.

15.

THE openinp; hours of aNew Year suggest an endless variety of
reflections for us all. Each ehild of GOD will, of course, be affected by
his own surroundings. The past and future of ZWN'S pilgrims present
to each mind their own peculiar impressions. Each heart knoweth
its own bitterness. Each soul sings its own personal song, either of
heaviness or joy, with which others cannot meddle. '1'he steps of the
saints are ordered by the LORD, not merely as a flock, a company, a
Church, but as iudiyiduals. ,. He knoweth the way that I take," was
the belief and experience of the tried patriarch JOB (xxiii.
and a
similar conviction is wrought by the SPIRIT in the hearts of all true
believers in the LORD JESUS CHRIST. They know JEHOVAH has ordered
and made sure in the Covenant of His grace "all things" that concern them, both as to the present world and that which is to come.
Why, then, should they fear to enter the elond which hangs over the
entrance into a new, strange year of their heavenward journey?
"My times "-writes the PS~tlmist. Yes; for the appointed" times"
in the lot of the believer are many and varied. The casualties-not
chances-of his life are strangely compounded of temptation and
deliverance, of toil and rest, of plenty and necessity, of sorrow and
joy, of fear and hope, of unbelief and faith, of fears and assurance.
" :'Ify times!" Beloved Christian reader, your times and seasons for
the year 190~ are all in the Book of Divine purpose and decree, and
the handwriting which inscribed them there is His who knows the end
from the beginning, and whose thoughts concerning you are only
thought!:l of peace, mercy, love, and wisdom. Those" times" will
come and go this year jU!:lt as shall !:leem good in the sight of your
tender-hearted heavenly FATHER. DfI,y and night He will hold the
watch in His hand and exactly time the coming and the going of all
that shall COncern us. "My times are in Thy hand." He would have
us 'lcait on Himself to know the time.
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" Wait and watch, and thou shalt see
Wondrous things, and done for thee."
II
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The combination of the terms is very comforting for us-" ~ly times,"
"Thy lw.ncl." Yes, in the hollow of the "hand" of Him uuto
whom all authority in heaven and earth h<ls been committed lie the
destiny, the changes, and the deliverances of our earthly estate. Thence
will He dispense them day by day-always "in season." That
"hand," which of old touched the leper and healed him, brake the
bread He had blessed and therewith fed the hungering multitudes,
and was laid on the prostrate Apostle in PatITos, with a reassuring
" Fear not," orders all the issues of our lives from hour to hour.
Oh, beloved brethren in CHRIST, let us seek grace to leave all
onr interests with Him who j01' us holds the sceptre of universal
rule, and wears on His head the "many crowns" of sovereignty of
which He is infinitely worthy. Within the veil He has f01" us entered
(Heb. vi. 20), and upon His breast He bears our names before the
presence of His FATHER continually. Enough, then, that we be satistied to commit our way unto Him, and to trust also in Him. He
will unfailingly" bring to pass" all that is determined for our goodall that the Covenant promises have pledged tmto us. At most, our
time is short, our days are numbered. It, therefore, becomes us to
account them such, and to redeem the time, because the days ale
evil.
Soon, the privilege of "occupying" till He come will have passed
away. "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock" (Rev. iii. 20). 11 The
night. is far spent, the day is at hand." As children of the day, our
place is on the watch-tower on ZWN'S walls. To wait for the SON of
GOD from heaven is our blessed vocation as sinners purchased with His
precious blood. To see Him who loved us and gave Himself for us,
and adoringly to cast our crown at His feet, is the glorious future
which faith in our hearts delights to anticipate. Yes, our 11 times"
of glory are in HiR hands-in His safe, faithful, loving hauds:
" Rejoice, rejoice for ever,
Though earthly joys be gone;
For silently and swiftly
The wheels of time roll on ;
And still they bear thee forward
Nearer that happy shore,
While the triumphant song isRejo.ice for evermore."
THE

EDlTOIL

'l'HERE is more glory, more beauty, greater fairness and superlative
excellency in the Person, the ad0rable Person of Christ, than in all the
saints and angels in heaven and earth; and he that never saw this
transcendent loveliness in Him, never as yet has seen His glory. For
the beauty of the Person of Christ, as represented in the Scriptures,
consists in such things as "the eye hath not seen, ~Or hath the ear
heard, nor entered into the heart of man to conceive;" they are such
as no hand or art of man can set forth or shadow out. It is the eye
of faith, and that alone, that can see this King, whose name is the
Lord of Hosts, in His beauty.-Anon.
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CHRIST, THE VINE.

"I am the T1'ue Vine."-JoHN xv. l.
THIs figurative language was simple and easy of being understood
when Jesus originally used it in a land of vines, and also to a
people who were familiar with the culture of grapes. It is interesting to notice that it was the ordinary method of Jesus in His
teaching to employ common-place illustrationl'l-borrowed frequently
from the kingdom of nature-such as the flowers of the field, and the
birds of the air-or at other times from the every-day habits and
customs of men. His design ever was that "the common people"
should hear Him "gladly "--should hear, and live. Because His
knowledge of nature was perfect, He was able to utilize it as none
other could, and to point out with authority the spiritual lessons
communicable by its means. When, for instance, He bade His
followers "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow" (Matt.
vi. 28), He was inviting attention to a profound natural study
with which His own infinite mind was perfectly familiar. 'Tis
"He who only knoweth
How the wild flower groweth."
Its origin, its habitat, its requirements of soil, climate, and seasonall are present to His mind, and eye, and hand. It is He who
cultivates the wild flowers which man thoughtlessly tramples under
foot, or carelessly plucks and casts away. When He walked this
earth, in the days of His flesh, thE' flower~clad hills of Nazareth
furnished Him with a delightsome study. He" considered" the
lilies "how" they grew. And so, too, with the vine, the fig tree,
and the olive. In all these He traced the handiwork of His
Father-" My Father is the Husbandman."
In all these He
recognized illustrations, and figures, and types of spiritual things.
We note the classification of things He made when teaching
~icodemus-"earthly things" and "heavenly things" (John iii. 12).
He spake in earthly language heavenly things-as those of the new
birth--under such natural figures as wind and water-though even
then the" ruler of the Jews" comprehended not His meaning. " If
I have told you earthly things "-that is, have spoken to you in
earthly figures-" and ye believe not, how," He asks, "shall ye
believe if I (ell you of heavenly things1"-tbat is, cease to speak
figuratively, and use only spiritual language.
Thus it is, He employs the metaphor d a "Vine," to assist our
slow hearts to under::.tand the heaverily truth of the vital union
subsisting between Himself and the redeemed Church: Various
obvious analogies may be traced between a vine, with its innate
branches, and Christ with His inseparable members. The nature
and habits of a highly cultivated vine are rich in suggestive
n 2
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spiritual instruction. It must be so, because He who first created
it did so " to the intent" that by its means the realities of
Divine grace might be unfolded. "For the invisible things of Him
from the cTeation of the world are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead"
(Rom. i. 20). The ville is one of the most familiar images employed in
the Old Testament, so that Jesus selected it,. in the upper~room,
on the night before He gave Himself in sacrifice for the sins of
His people, 'LS a well-known sacred representation of His living
oneness with His elect Church. As one has remarked, "No less
than five of our Lord's parables refer to it" [= the vine J. The
vine is one of the most perfect of plants. The soil anJ climate
of Palestine were peculiarly suited for the cultivation of the grape.
The renown of the Valley of Eshcol will last till time shall be no
longer.
The vine is a perennial, not an annual plant, and it
sometimes attains a phenomenal age.
It is a orfat dimber-a fearless climber. Dependence is a noticeable
characteristic of its nature. Unlike the fig tree, or the olive,
which can stand erect and unsupported, the vine must be
npheld or it will trail on the ground and become barren. 'file vine
requires great care, knowledge, and :skill for its culti\'<l.tioll. The
work of the vine-dresser is diyided into the treatment of the plant
above ground and below ground. The root as well as the stem
demands his practical attention, for the branches do not bear the
root, but the root them. If the root become injuriously affected,
then the branches suffer. The vitality and soundness of the root
are therefore important considerations to the husbandman, or dresser
of the vine. The fruit-bearing ability of the branches, abo"e
ground, is essentially dependent on the producti \'eness of the stem,
which, in its turn, is nourished by the invisible root.
All these natural facts are allegorical in their spiritual signification.
Christ, whether ,\,e consider Him speaking as the Root or as the :::item,
assures each of His mystical branches, " From Me is thy fruit found"
(Hosea xiv. 8). Apart from Him belieYers are nothing, and" can
do nothing" (.John xv. 5). Christ is all-not, indeed, Christ apart
from the branches. It never was the will and purpose of the Father
that His beloved Son should dwell alone. He ever had a people,
chosen in Him, to be manifelSted in due season. .\s the seedling
vine- the mere eane~contains within itself all its future branches,
so Christ, when to the eye of man He appeared only" as a roo~ out
of a dry ground," embodied within Himself the entire multitude whom
no man can number-the one Church in all her varied aspects of
branches, shoots, tendrils, leaves, flowers, tender grapes, and Eshcol
clusters!
'fhe vine, in its beginnings, is it tender p.'ant, and its up-growth is
a delicate charge for the husband man. So Christ mystical-root,
stem, and branches~js the constant care of the Father. "That an
object of beauty, too, is a well-trained vine, when laden with its
goodly clusters! "Herein is My Father glorified, that :re bear much
fruit,' In its habits, the vine mallilcsts an almost lnstln\)tl'V~
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disposition to climb - to mount upwards. Its inbred inclination is
to leave the earth and to ascend where light and sunshine are to
be found. So the aspiration of true believers, who have vital union
with Him, is to seek heavenly things, to thirst after God, and to
have the affections set on realities on high where Christ sitteth.
The vine, too, is a clinging plant. It cannot stand alone. It.
therefore, is furnished with tendrils which stretch forth their tilly
fingers after some suitable support around which they entwiue
themselves, again aud again j and we often have seen one such
tiny clinging tendril-as it grows in strength of grasp-securing
support not only for itself, but for other branches also. And thus
in the spiritual Vine the branches are in ter-dependent one upon
another.
No one branch can say of another, "I have no need
of thee." A beautiful instance of this trut,h is illustrated by the fact
that in the miracle of the feeding' of the five thousand hungering
people by Jesus, an unnamed" lad" was the hnman source of supply,
"There is a lad here which hath five barley loaves, and t·.vo small
fishes." It reminds one of that remarkable passage in Ecclesiastes
ix. 14,15 :-" There was a little city, and few men within it; and
there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great
bulwarks against it: now ther.~ was in it a poor wise man, and he by
his wisdom delivered the city j yet no man remembered that same
poer man." Alas, how do men despise the day of small things! But
not so the Husbandman of the Vine. The tendrils, however frail and
feeble, are precious in His sight, and by means of such" we:tk things"
He is often pleased to magnify His strength. Tt is His wisdom
that teaches the tender vine to climb and to cling. It is He who,
by the Spirit, instructs and enables the fingers of our faith to lay
hold on His sure promises and to hold them fast though storm
and tempest beat upon our souls.
The vine, too, is a spreading plant. Its nature is to stretch itself
on all sides, and shoot forth branches in -all directions. So Christ in
His members extends Himself. "Ye are the branches." The indwelling
sap of the root and stem energises these, and they "grolV exceedingly," drinking in the fructifying sunbeams by day and the
refreshing dews by night. "I will be as the dew unto Israel;"
"His branches shall spread;" "He shall grow as the vine" (Hosea
xiv.). Thus Divine grace is progressive and manifestative in its
nature and operations. The Kingdom of God in the heart is an
ever-enlarging kingdom j it waxes stronger and stronger. "They go
from strength to strength." The order of procedure in the history
of the true Yine is, "Out of weakness made strong." 'l'he "little
one" it is which becomes "a thousand." The saints of God on
earth may be apparently but "a little flock," yet, "in Christ"
they are "terrible as an army with banners." A few poor despised
Galilean peasants and fishermen were quite enough, as Gospel
instruments in the L01'd's hand, to "turn the world upside down"!
Jesus Himself, who, to the eye of the stiff-necked few, was nothing
more than a bruised reed, was really none other than the Christ,
the power of God, and the wisdom of God. And all the branches
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"in Him" are enabled to glory; yea, even the ,weakest of them
can make his boast in the Lord, saying, "I can do all things in
[H Christ that strengtheneth me" (Phi1. iv. 13).
But, in ordlor to fruitfulness, the vine requires constant attention
from the husbandman, or dresser.
It. must be industriously and
skilfully cultivated.
If left to itself, this plant soon degenerates.
This physical fact gives force to the imagery employed in the prophecy
of Isaiah concerning the national Israel. When the nation fell away
flom the pui'e worship of J ehovah and went after other gods, the
gods of the heathen, it is represented as a degenerate vine, bringing
forth only" wild g'rapeE." Israel had repudiated the Husbandman,
11nn, as a neglected vine, soon betrayed its true condition, " Ephraim
j:; joined to idols, let him alonc" (Hosea iv. 17,. Bitter was the lesson
ann painful the discipline which idolatry entailed upon the natural
seed of Abraham. The pruning of the vine is an essential branch of
its cultivation-with a view to frUit-bearing.
Every branch that
"beareth not fruit," however prolific in leaves, however extensi,e its
growth, however beautiful to look upon, must be cut away. But, in
carrying out this drastic measure, the wise and skilful dresser of t,hc
plant carefully leaves a solitary bud close to the stem. He cuts off
the useless branch above, not below, the last bud. This is just what
the Lord of the vinevard does with believers in Christ, whose service,
and walk, and worship have largely lost their spirituality. The keen
knife of discipline is applied, and the "fair show in the flesh" falls
under its penetrating edge, and all that is left-but blessed be God it
i.-: always left -is" the root of the matter," the first bud. Many a
dear reader of these lines, like the writer of them, knows by experience the reality of this Divine pruning process! All one's religion
comes intu judgment, and by far the greater part of it becomes like
the branches of which Jesus says they are "cast forth" to wither,
and to be burned with fire (John xv. 6). Oh, what tender merc.' is
displayed in that 3.ct which just spans the last· small bud! Thence,
in due time, will spring forth a new grO\l'th. as the sap of Christ's risen
life energises it, and in a penitent, meek, humble, and chastened
spirit the disciplined child of Goel sets out afresh on his course, to yield
glory to the all-wise Cultivator of the spiritual 'ine. ., Herein is My
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit." The ordeal is indeed
sharp, but it is very profitable. " NoIY no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceaz,ze fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby" (Heb. xii. 11). Union with Christ, wherever it exists, is
indiswluble, eternal.
" Once in Christ, in Christ for ever ,Thus the eternal Covenant stands."

The only real fruit, well-pleasing in God's sight- is the fruit of
ubedt'ence to His holy "ill. This may take form in more ways than
one. lL may become manifest in doing, or in bearing, or in yielding.
In all these three forms Jesus Himself brollght forth fruit unto perfection. He could say, ,. I do al1"ays those things that please Him"
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(John viii~ 29). There was the mature fruit of a.ctive service. Then,
too, the fruit of bearing, how perfect was that cluster! "For even
Christ pleased not Himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of
them that reproached Thee fell on Me" (Rom. xv. 3). There we see
and admire His rich fruit of patient endurance of the will of the
Father. And, further, the fruit of yielding implicitly to the will of the
Father wasin Him brought forth abundantly. What an Eshcol cluster of
this acceptable fruit of the true Vine we find in the Garden of Gethsemane,
where in His deepest woe He meekly bows beneath the penal rod and
adoringly exclaims, "Not what I will, but what Thou wilt!"
(Mark xiv. 36). Whether in yielding, in bearing, or in doing, Jesus
glorified the Father by the excellence and the abundance of the f10uit
He brought forth! And from Him is 01£1' fruit found. The like
fruit-not, indeed, in degree, but in quality-does He bring forth in
His branches. The acceptable 1Ool'k8 we do spring of our vital union
with Him. "For we are His workmanship, cl'eated in Christ Jesus
unto good wOl'ks, which God bath bef01'e ordained that we should walk
in them" (Eph. ii. 10). The fruit of patiently bearing the affiictive will
of our heavenly Father also comes of Christ. " Take My yoke upon
upon you, and learn of Me" (Matt. xi. 29). " And whosoever doth not
beaT his cross, and come after Me, cannot b{\ My disciple" (Luke xiv. 27).
And in the matter of yielding to the sovereign will of our God and
Father, how entirely this blessed fruit proceeds of our union with
Christ, the Vine. It comes among "the mercies of God" which we
possess in Christ J eSllS. As Paul writes: "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present [this is yielding] your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 'world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good. and acceptable, and perfect will of God" (Rom. xii. 1, 2).
Let us then, beloved-fellow-branches in Christ the true Vine-" ab'ide
in Him," and seek from Him all life, and power, and fruit, that we
may increasingly glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
" Jesus, immutably the same!
Thou true and living Vine,
Around Thy all-supporting stem
My feeble arms I twine.

" I can do nothing without Thee;
My strength is wholly Thine;
Withered and barren should I be,
lf sever'd from the Vine.

"Quicken'd by Thee, and kept
alive,
I flourish and bear fruit;
My life I from the sap derive,
My vigour from Thy root.

" Upon my leaf, when parch'd with
heat,
Refreshing dew shall drop;
The plant, which Thy right hand
bath set
Shall ne'er be rooted up.

" Grafted in Thee by grace alone,
In growth I'd daily rise;
And raised on this Foundationstone,
My top shall reach the skies.
Cl ifton.

"Eachmomentwater'd by Thycare,
And fenced with power divine,
Fruit to eternal life shall bear
The feeblest branch of Thine."

J.O,
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iilgrim 'J]aptrs. "WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY

~"

" Consider' the work of Goel." -ECCLESIASl'ES vii. 13.

A NEW YEAR'S meditation, a God-given portion, boundless like Himself;
bountiful, as are all His gifts to those who ask of Him, for" He giveth
liberally, and upbraideth not;" so that when the answer comes, we are
amazed at the magnitude of the subject bestowed, which is worthy of
Jur highest consideration j a theme to fill our minds with adoring
reverence, to warm l)ur hearts with the fire of love divine, and inspire
our tongues with grateful, glowing testimony of our participation in it
at the beginning of the year, through each day to its close, yea, to the
end of life, and not be exhausted in eternity. Shall we not, then, on
the threshold of 1902, take up the language of the Psalmist and say,
" I meditate on all Thy works; I muse on the works of Thy hands" 1
(Psalm cxliii. 5.)
"Consider the work of God." His primeval work, Creation. "0
Lord, how manifold are Thy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them
all; the earth is full of Thy riches; so is this great and wide sea also,
wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great
beasts." W'hether, with the astronomer, we scan the heavenly bodies,
or with the naturalists in various branches we study the teeming
populations of earth, air, and ocean, or with the scientist we search the
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms; if we should spend a lifetime, as many do, in contemplation of only one leaf of the book of
Nature, so stupendous is His work that the great profundity only
increases our astonishment at how little Ice knolc, and obliges us to
confess, with the great Sir ISAAc NEWTO:S-, that, after all our re~earch,
we have only been like a little child picking up shells on the sea shore,
while the great ocean of truth lies unexplored before liS." The ~Iighty
God, the Creator, whose wonder-working hand made all things animate
and inanimate, with infinitely wise adaptation to His perfect plan, called
them all into existence" by the breath of His mouth." "For He spake,
and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast" (Psalm xxxii. 6,9);
and He has given us a godlike, sublimely simple account of the
beginning, progress, and completion of His work in six days, determining
the length of each day by a definition incontrovertible, "The evening
and the morning were the first day," and repeating the assertion each
succeeding day to the sixth, that no mistake might be made. The folly
of scientific objectors is apparent by the fact that no living witness was
pTesent at the tim.e to give a different statement of the facts, with
supeTi01' knowledge (Job xxxviii. 4, 21, &c.) "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3).
There is one standard of truth! Happy are they who receive it as of
God, from God, who is essential truth! Miserable indeed are they
who drift without chart or pilot on the uncertain speculations of men,
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"no two agreeing together" in their vagaries, and "oppositions of
science, falsely so-called." Let us, beloved, consider the work of God in
creation, to admire and exalt Him at each fresh insight into the
immensity and infinitesimally small details!
"Marvellous are Thy
works, and that my soul knoweth right well."
" Oh, the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! For of Him and
through Him, and to Him are all things; to whom be glory for ever.
Amen." Blessed be God, that with the New Year we may takj;l up a
new refrain and sing, "This God is our God, for ever and ever," an3
"Thy Word is Truth!"
There is very close analogy between the first creation and the new
creation in the soul, which we love to trace onto ., In the beginning
God"-in both alike, Alpha, The First.
"I could create a world, with ease control.
If I could new-create in Christ my soul."
" And the earth was wit.hout form [waste, R. V.], and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep." Fit emblem of the lost, ruined
condition of every human soul before the work of God in regeneration,
before the new birth takes place, and it can be said, "You hath He
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." Waste, void of light
and life, filled with darknefls, empty of all that God pronounces good.
Probably it is this rendering, "waste," which implies destruction,
having been brought to desolation, and the spiritual analogy calling
for it, that has led some to think that a previous world, the scene of
rebellion in the angels that fell, had been reduced to chaos by the
Almighty Former of all things, and tile subtilty of the devil was
ready to enter the restored earth, and by sin to mar the beautiful
work as it came supremely good from the Creator's hand. We would
not speculate where the Word of God is silent, neither would we
hastily condemn, fm' we cannot deny that beneath this word "waste,"
void, may be hidden a volume of Divine truth, which the Spirit of
truth has revealed to some diligent searcher of the "deep that
coucheth beneath." The only safe course is to seek to "be filled with
the Spirit," of whom our Lord promised, "He shall guide you into
all truth," that He may graft in our minds that which is in agreement
with the truth of God, or as a rushing mighty wind, carrying it out of
mind as the baseless fabric of a vision. 'Vhat I see not, teach Thou
me!
"And the Spirit of God moved [was brooding, R.Y.] upon the face of
the waters." How fitting this expression" moved," or " \vas brooding,"
when we apply it to the soul's experience in the days of awakening from
being sunk in indifference, worldliness, or occupied with the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life! How long it
seemed with some of us ere we could be satisfied that we had light
divine or life; glimmerings we had, but no clear shining; a void
place amidst the best things of earth; a waste that convinced us of the
ruins of the fall, for it yielded no fruit to God, and appalled us by its
barrenness of even a good thought or prayer, both being impossible to
produce, yet outward morality fostered inward self·righteousness, yet
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no affection set on things above, the rather, "who mind earthly things,'
summing up the life, yet occasional desire after a better condition
which never quite departed. In such a case is not the Spirit brooding?
What power in the Word !-" Whatsoever doth make manifest is light"
-to kindle hope, though the light only revealed the darkness! "And
God said, Let there be light, and there was light." The Eternal Word
spake, and it was done " (John i. 5). "For God, who commanded the'
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
If the question be put, "How were thine eyes opened 7" there is but
one reply, "A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine
eyes." He effectually put out any notion of sight, to convince of total
darkness, and then pointed to Himself as the sent of the Father, that
those blinded by sin might wash in the pool of His cleansing blood,
and receive their sight.
Immediately there is separation from darkness. "And God called
the light Day, the darkness He called Night." So He calls us the
children of the day-we are not of night j not "pilgrims of the night,"
nor of darkness, "amidst th' encircling gloom," as the pervert NEwMAs
was when he sought the light of the false Church of Rome. Of us it
can be said, "Ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the
Lord," and God's work is progressive in the soul, shining more and
more unto the perfect day."
Then there is division in the soul between the Fount of living waters
above, heavenly, satisfying, "springing up" to its own level whence it
came, and the waters beneath, wells and streams of earth, of which
whosoever drinketh shall thirst again. The firmament, the spiritual,
the renewed understanding divides them. "And God called the dry
land earth, and the gathering together of the waters called He seas."
"The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof." So the heart of the
believer corresponds to it j it is Immaliuel's land, and now begins to
In-ing forth by Creator-power grass, small, but every blade of it
points upwards,-a consoling figure for God's "little children," for,
however much the roller of affliction or tribulation may crush it, the
heavenly dew and fertilizing rain cause it to "mount up" again, and
only strengthens and increases its verdure. Many an ejaculation goes
up from "the tender grass" after the King's mowings, the aftermath
yielding a good crop, the peaceable fruit of righteousness j and, after
being crushed, down-trodden, or scorched by the sun, "night's cool
darkness revives it again, so that morning aspirations show the
tendency of its renewed nature" (Titus iii. 5)), its fresh green and
velvet tread repaying the mower's care, and it also yields seed!
Then comes forth, "the herb yielding seed after his kind." There
are sweet herbs and savoury herbs, both, like the grass, yielding
seed after his kind, for the variety is great. A gain, small, insignificant
beside the trees, yet the planting of the heavenly Husbandman in His
garden below, and useful, because every variety yields seed to seed again
in other hearts. "Now the seed is the 'Word of God j" it produceJ
the herb at first, "being born again, not of corruptible seed but
of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for
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ever." Mark for your comfort, 0 feeble believer, the word incorruptible,
the seed in your heart must produce again. Naturally, there has been
no fresh creation of wheat since the third day of the world's history,
when God spread the table with bread for His creatures for all time,
and this year's reaping, as well as food, yields sowing for next year's
harvest. The analogy is perfect. J obn xvii. 20, 21, endorses it,"The
sower soweth the Word," and there is assurance Divine that it shall not
return to Him void. But, as we were privileged to hear lately at a
social gathering of Church workers, in an address given by Rev. C.
HARRINGTON LEES, of St. John's, Kenilworth, the Lord Jesus Christ, in
the parable of the Sower, promises abundant success. ., Your labour
shall not be in vain in the Lord." The marvellous yield to which He
is pledged is, in round numbers, 1600 per cent. on the sowing. If one
seed yield 30-fold, another 60-fold, and another lOO-fold, what will 100
yield 7 So though three-fourths of the labour seems so disappointing
on the wayside, stony, and thorny grounds, the amazing increase
preponderates. It is a heart-warming thought to encourage sowers,
and lifts the veil to show how it is possible, in numbers also, "that in
all things He might have the pre-eminence." 'Ve were puzzled in
working out the sum, because we forgot to divide the result of the good
crop by 4, the average of labour bestowed.
Years ago, when spending a month in the country in harvest time,
and we had access to friends' fields, we counted the grains of wheat on one
stalk, and found many were 30, fine ears produced 60, but none
reached lOO-fold. More fertile lands, like Canaan, would attain to
the highest rate.
He who has the Spirit of wisdom and under~
standing knew exactly the different rate of increase in ears of corn
when He likened the sowing of the Word of God to it, and thus set
His seal upon our viewing the correspondence of the spiritual increase
to the natural! " Now He that ministereth seed to the sower both
minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase
the fruits of your righteousness." Observe how the Revised Version
emphasizes both aspects: "And He that supplieth seed to the sowel'
and bread for food, shall supply and multiply your seed for sowing,
and increase the fruits of your righteousness" (2 Cor. ix. 10). The
sower feeds on what he scatters, so he starves Dot while he works for
the Master of the field and for others to reap. The Husbandman
multiplies what He gives. All is of God. Yet He calls it, y!YItr sent
.'Olcn, or for sowing, because, "as hbourers together with Him, there is
joint participation in the harvest, and also "increase of the fruits of
your righteousness," so, "There is that scattereth and yet inc1·easetlt."
·What room is there for discouragement or excuse not to sow for lack
of seed 7 We shall never get to "the end of the heap of corn," our
wealthy Kinsman, Boaz, has stored in His granaries for food and for
sowing, and we may rest in His love, for He will silently plan where
the seed shall fall, and look to the germinating of it.
'£hen there are those who correspond spiritually to "the fruit tree
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself after his kind; the trees of the
Lord's right hand planting, of greater stature than the sweet, fragrant,
or savoury herbs; none of them barren and nnfruitful, and also
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affording shade. These are the ministers of our God: missionaries, who
count not their lives dear to them; philanthropists like GEOHGE
MULLER, whose fruit abounds to the glory of Him who created the
seed within, that its maturing might feed others, and yield Him a
revenue of praise-fruit of good works; fruit of a holy, consecrated
life, witnessing in silent testimony, as well as the fruit of the lips,
speaking good of His name, and sounding forth the Gospel of the
grace of God, that the Word be fulfilled, the handful of corn in the
top I)f the mountains; the fmit thereof shall shake like Lebanon, and
they of the city shall flonrish like grass of the earth; evirlently a
promise that that which is shaken from the tall cedars shall take root
in the city, and flourish like grass, in so unlikely surroundings as to
be miraculous! There is also the fruits of the Spirit, in all His
Sevenfold manifestations: love, patience, meekness, conspicuous ill
some life-sufferer; some early gathered, ripe, fragrant in life, witnessing in death, nevertheless, "whose seed is in itself upon the earth,"
so it perished not, but grew again in some other lives! God's
multiplication table is beyond the calculating powers of us "little
children" till we get into yon higher form. Meanwhile, if we cannot
~07tnt God's multiples, "let us count on His faithfulness," an
exhortation gleaned from the Rev. F. B. MEYER.
It will greatly encourage us to have "long patience," like the
husbandman, who waiteth fN' the precious fruits of the earth, and
never expects to sow to-day and reap to-morrow; nor let us forget
each tree yields "fruit after his kind," a great variety. Shall the
pear.tree say to the apple, yours is common fruit to mine? or the
plum bewail that it is not the peach? or the fig-tree envy the vine 1
"Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much il'lI'it."
"0 let our lips and lives express,
The holy Gospel we profess;
o may our words and actions shin;>,
To prove its doctrines all divine."

Leicester.

MAR¥.
(To he continued.)

A GARDEN.
A GARDEN is a place for enjoyment and meditation. What a most
beautiful description of Paradise is that where it is said, "The
Almighty walked with Adam in the cool of the day"! Ob, how delightful it is to walk with those we love in the bonds of J eSllS! For as
iron sharpencth iron, so does a man's countenance his friend. 'What
an inexpressible sweetness there is in true and real Christian friend·
ship. Can there be a more beautiful sight than dear friends of J eSllS,
walking and resting together in a lovely garden 1-Fxtmcted.
is the sweeteat flower that blows,
Its beauty never dies;
On earth amongst the saints it grows
.And blossoms in the skies."

"LOVE
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CHRIST:-

As THE HEALEll.
"He is allage/ha lovely." -SoLmlO~'s SONG v. 16.
"He healed them."-MA'1"l'HEW xv. 30
1:-1 Matthew xv. 29, 30, it is recorded that after Jesus haddo!l'J
certain mighty works in the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, He "came
nigh unto the sea of Galilee, and went up into a mountain and sat
down there." Doubtless Jesus sought rest and retirement.' Nevertheless, "great multitudes came unto Him." Though heavily laden,
they toiled up the mountain after Jesus. They considered not the
difficulty of climbing the up-hill path, if they w(mld but reach His
bl<lssed feet. Besides, Jesus Himself had travelled the same way
before them; they were treading in His footsteps. ConsiderTHE

COMING O:\ES.

We see in them ,. striking type of those who are. taught by the
HQly Spirit to seek Jesus in reality and in truth. l'hey had troubles
they could not get rid of, and did not know what to do with.
They heard of Jesus, and possibly some of them had witnessed the
exercise of His pity and power upon others; and therefore they
ventured, notwithstanding all obstacles, to His feet. Evidently 110
help was obtainable elsewhere, and they believed He could and hoped
He would relieve them. As they brought to Him "the lame, blind,
dumb, maimed, and many others," they must have found it hard
work, and accompanied with
DIFFICULTIES.

It is sometimes represented as an easy matter to "go to Jesus."
But living souls often find trials and opposition, which are like the
steep hill, almost insurmountable to those who have such loads to
carry. It was a desire after Christ, and a deeply felt need of Him,
that prompted the attempt. Prayer is sometimes like going up-hill,
dragging, heavy work, especially when the heart is sore oppressed
with the weight of sin and unbelief; yet, a real desire to find access
to Jesus, and to experience His help, will keep a soul persevering,
and though" weariness his steps attends," yet, he cannot give up j
but in much weakness presses onwards and upwards.
Now, although they were burdened, and the mountain side was
steep, and the road may have been rough and rugged, yet the
laden ones reached the sUlllmit at length. They did so by proceeding a step at a time. In like manner believers press towards
the Lord Jesus with all their sorrows. Mark!
THE

BURDENS

which they C<l.nied to Him were trouules great and sore, friends,
relations, or children grievously affiicted. Diseases and infirmities
are the consequence of sin. It was sin which brought sickness aud
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all maladies into the world. This is part of the heritage of man'::;
fallen state. Now, all have sorrows springing from sin, from which
there can be no release except at the feet of the Lord Jesus. Relief
was found in "casting them down at Jesns' feet," signifying the
giving up of everything unto Him, the committing of every trouble
into His hands in submission to His will, in humble faith believing
that He is able to heal all diseases and to deliver from all distresses.
How privileged are the children of grace when permitted to draw
near to Jesus! The place where they cast their burdens down was
THE S.nroUR's

FEE'!'.

Many of our readers know the sacred spot! In boundless compassion,
the Lord Jesus was waiting to be gracious, and did not disappoint a
single one who sought Him full of need and woe. Yes! burdened souls
are welcome to the feet of Jesus. It is the place of Praye,'.
In
drawing near to Christ the Christian finds tt'ue help. We must
beware of notions of religion. However clear our views may be, and
however accurate our descriptions, if we are not found as poor sinners
at His feet crying for mercy, we know nothing of the power and
experience of salvation.
Then, the feet 0f Jesus is the place of
In,'tl'ucfio1t, where Mary Hat listening to His gracious teaching. True
cOllllllunion consists in prayer, by which the humble suppliant comlllunicates his wants and woes to Jesus, and that divine instruction
by which the Lord communicates His will and His grace to the sinner.
'rhere also is the place of Rest, such as Ruth proved at the feet of
Boaz. Here, then, we see the weary and heavy laden casting their
burdens down at the feet of Jesus by faith and prayer. By faith they
trust Him with all and for all; and by prayer they entreat Him to
manage all their trials for them, and He does.
TilE

HEALrl"G

promptly followed. The summing up of it all is-" He healed them."
So they lost their sorrows and sicknesses at the Saviour's feet. The
Lord Jesus if! exalted as the sinner's Friend, Jehovah-Rophi, the
Good Physician. The ancient prophecies pointing to the Healer were
fulfilled, and the multitude wondered and "glorified the <;00 of
Israel." Thns God was glorified in Christ. To this end were all
things done.
Bath.
E. C.
CHRIST can no more really and essentially, by any act of conde::;cension
or humiliatioll, cease to be God, than God can cease to be; for though
He took on Him the form of a servant, yet He eternally and
unchangeably continued in the form of God.
'1'0 suppose that men may be ::;aved without faith ill l;od through
Christ, by attending to the instructions given through the works of
creation and providence, is an imagination that will no longer possess
the minds of men, than whilst they are ignorant of, or do forget what
it is to believe and to ve saved.

"-\
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WELL-SPlUNGS.
" And. when they were come to Cttpernamn, they that rece·ived tr·ib7Ltemoney came to Peter, and said, Doth not YOU1' maste1' pay tribute? He
saith, Yes.
And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him,
saying, What thinkest thou, Si1Jwn? of whom do the kings of the earth
take cust07Jt or tribute? of theil' own childl'en, or of strangeTS? Peter
!5aith unto Him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the
children fTee. Notwithstanding, lest we sh01dd offend them, go thou to the
sea, and cast an hook, and take lL]J i.he fish t/utt fint cometh 11![J " and when
th01L hast opened his 1JW1Lth, th01L shalt find a piece of 1JW1WY: thcLt take,
and give unto themfm' Me mul thee."-NIATTHEw xvii. 24-27.
W'HAT a cluster of precious characteristics of our Divine Lord and Master
is disclosed in the chapter before us! Upon the Mount of Tran~
tiguration (verses 1-13) the inauguration of His office as Priest iOl
revealed to His favoured few, and His sufferings form the subje~t of
their converse. Straight from this heavenly rest which Peter would
fain have had continued to them, they descend the mount into the
wilderness, to mix once again with the multitude (verses 14-21); a like
experience of every traveller on the road to Zion, who proves the
necessary teaching of the valley as well as the mount-" the thorn in
the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet," after the revelations and
visions and that exalted state of not knowing "whether in the body, or
whether out of the body." Yes, God's children all prove the Divine
hand of their Lord who in loving wisdom deals out the bitter as well as
the sweet; and who loads the ballast to preserve their little bark in
full sail from cap~izing.
As the Divine Healer and Great Physician, Jeslls directly (on
descending the mount) displays His willing and loving sympathy, and
heals the lunatic son, leaving these ,~ords of tender comfort on Divine
record, the comfort since to His· troubled children in all ages when their
burden and sorrow proves too heavy to be endnred, "Bring him
hither to Me."
'l'hen, whilst they abode in Galilee (verse 22), He proceeds to foretell
His passion, betrayal, death, and resurrection, and further proves His
willing subjection by the words of our text. Priest, Physician, Prophet,
and Compassionate Teacher, Master, Lord, oh teach us some precious
lesson here, and make it unto our souls the engrafted Word of the
Spirit of power, life, and holy, fructifying results!
We would gather out of this portion even the blessed truth that,
whilst our gracious Lord in His earthly life never lost sight of the fact
that He had come to do His Father's will, yea, even delighting in it, as
He said, "I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God," and was amongst them
as "one that serveth," taking upon Himself "the form of a servant."
We would also see the gracious choice of His being "made like unto
His brethren." What a condescension! What an infinite stoop!
Divinity making Himself one with brethren in all their interests and
concerns! that Jesus, the highest and mightiest, He who above now
reigns as King of kings and Lord of lords, in His own kingly, lordly right,
showing Himself one with His disciples, that humble little band of fisher-
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men, and teaching them how it was expedient for Him, in His humility,
to be subservient, obedient in all things! So one is He with them,
that He can, in subserving an earthly monarch, pay tribute and declare
it to answer "JOT fffe and thee" to Peter, who should need this loving
token by-and-by. Yes, it was spoken to Peter, the impetuous, forgetful,
denying disciple! Peter, upon whom that look of tenderest, loving,
forgiving mercy was to be turned when he should remember His Lord's
words, "Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice." Peter,
who had declared, "If all men forsake Thee, yet will not 1."
Peter, who had cried to come to Him upon the water, and then,
fearing the waves beneath his feet, had begun to sink, until hc
heard his Master's reassuring words, "0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ~ "
Oh, how lovingly all this is left us on record in the inspired Worcl,
that the words, too, uttered on his behalf by his resurrected Lord,
might meet with many another heart-broken Peter, who should prove
a like· forgiveness in the ocean of His unchangeable love, "Go, tell
my disciples, und Peter." Peter was amongst the disciples as one of
them in his Lord's estimation, but lest the poor sinning one should
count himself unworthy to be called a disciple, :;ince he had denied
his Lord, Jesus, in His magnanimous love, infinite pity, and compassionate mercy, adds that wondrous tender thought for His poor
fallen, sorrowful son-" ([nd Peter." And Peter to all eternity is unalterably claimed, received, forgiven, and loved, as many another
prodigal son and daughter has proved!
"And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received
tribute money came to Pcter, and said, Doth not your Master pety
tribute 1" YOWl" j\£aster! What an honour to be thus spoken to!
Does the world, the carping hypocrite, the avowed enemy, or the
lllere professor look upon you thus, beloved reader J .-\.re you thus
estranged from the world, and put into the pilgrimage path of
briars and thorns, looked upon as a speckled bird, as a sparrow
alone, and peculiar, singular, narrow 1
Welcome shame and reproach for His dear netme 1 It i:; euough
for "the disciple that he be as his Master, and the servant as his
Lord." "Doth not your Master pay tribute ~" Ob, bow eager
they were to catch Him in His words (11' actions! But they could
not. Our gracious Law-Fulfiller was perfect in every point, and no
offence or shortcoming, even to jot or tittle, in the living 'Word
could be found.
"He saitb, Yes." Ob, bow exactly did Jesus
pay tribute! The tribute of which this wa:; the subject of their
conversation was that which was paid to ruler:; in authority, in token ()f
subjection to the power:; that be, and for the maintenance of their
jurisdiction. The Mosaical law which the Lord spake unto Hi:;
servant (Exodus xxx. 12, 13) was thu~ ordained: "When thuu
takest the sum of the children of Israel, after their number, tben
~hall they give every man a ransom for hi,; soul unto the Lord,
when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them
when thou numberest them. This they shall give, everyone that
passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after the
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shekel of the sanctuary (a shekel is twenty gerahs), an half shekel
shall be the offering of the Lord."
How minutely and distinctly is this stated, and the ransom money
defined! . Surely when the Holy Spirit takes the pains to emphasize
any truth, it is our province and privilege to take notice. "A shekel is
twenty gerahs," which would be a fixed weight and statable value.
And the tribute, or poll tax, was to be ten gerahs, or half a shekel,
which would be equal to twenty-five cents, and that was to be
expended on the Temple service. "The offering of the Lord "-the
shekel of the sanctuary-was termed the "holy shekel," "atonement
money," which of the numbered Israelites was used in the sockets of
the tabernacle, each board standing upou two sockets, and each man
could thus affirm that the very dwelling-place of God stood, rested
upon the ransom money which he had paid for his soul, thus pointing
to the redemption work of Jesus in the Hew creation, the spiritual
building of that house with God, eternally established in the
heavens.
"And. when he [Peter] was come into the house, Jesus prevented
him,saying, What thinkest thou, Simon 1 of whom do the kings of the
earth take custom or tribute 1 of their own children, or of strangers 1
Peter saith unto Him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are
the children free 1" It was not that the Lord of all creation did not
know what was the custom and praetice of these earthly kings, but
He did it to test Peter, and also to bring out His own character of
obedience and service to His heavenly Father. He was among His
disciples as oue that serveth, and, as the gracious Law-Fulfiller for His
people, would show how He fulfilled it to the very letter, even in the
minutest of details. He asks Peter, then, do the children, sons and
heirs of their own family pay custom to the king, or is it taken of
strangers, subjects of the nation 1 And Peter answers his Lord, They
take it "of strangers." "Then," says Peter's Lord and Master,
" are the children free." He preaches freedom from the law to the
children of the free woman, those born from above, but reminds them
also how" My kingdom is not of this world j if My kingdom were of
this world, then would My servants fight, that I should not be delivered
to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from hence."
Yet, "notwithstanding, lest we should offend them." Notice the
little, greatly significant word we, beloved reader, and ponder at the
wondrous condesceusion of Him who was presently to return to the
brightness of His Father's glory, and be crowned in glory and honour,
with His just title, Kiug of kings and Lord of lords, to thus
associate and identify Himself with His people, that to a p00r,
humble, toiling fisherman He can make Himself one, and say, "lest
we should offend !"
"Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea
and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up j and
when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece
of money: that take, and give unto them for Me and
thee." Thus spake creation's Lord, He that was with the Father
"when He gave the sea His decree, that the waters should not pa~Q
C
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His commandment, when He appointed the foundations of the earth.
ftnd called into being every creature of that land and sea!" Of Him
writes David in the i2nd·Psalm, "He shall have dominion also from sea
to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell
in the wilderness shall bow before Him, and His enemies shall lick the
dust." This is He who in His humiliation seeks to pay tribute to an
earthly monarch that His children may go free!
The fish, the piece of money, the place all known to Omnipotence,
and Peter found his tribute money by Divine command. "For thee
and Me "! The ransom money is paid from the depths of the 8ea.
Did He not further intend to show how all the depths and billows of
Divine wrath would swallow Him up, and that Justice would not let
Him go until He had paid to the uttermost farthing for His children '!
" All Thy waves have gone over Me," He cried in the bitterness of His
soul. And God who brought Him up from the depths of the gra,e,
would grant unto Him His soul's desire, that He should see His seedand of everyone of that seed to all al!es have the Divine right of
declaring, ".Deliver him from going clown into the pit for I ha,e found
a ransom." And Jesus Himself was that Ransom for thee and me,
beloved reader. "Then a1'e the chi7di'en free ind~ed" .'
" Free from the law, 0 happy condition!
Jesus bath died, and there is remission."
" FcY/' thee and flle " .' Glorious, gracious, greatly to be marvelled at
is this oneness, this uniou of Christ and His Church ! Well may the
poet be carried away in the contemplation as he sang:

.. Such was Thy grace, that for our salL'
Thou did'Bt from heaven come down,
Our mortal flesh and blood partake,
In all our misery one,
" Our Bins, our guilt, in lo,e Divine.
Were borne on earth by Thee ~
The gall and curse and wrath were Thine,
To Bet Thy members free."
Again, we learn how Jesus made Himself, so condescendingly one
with If is people during His earthly sojourn, in all their joys, sorrows,
trials, bereavements, difficulties-ay, in every experience of His wayfaring pilgrims-He was associated with them as His brethren, yea,
choosing to be made like unto them.
One with them in their daily pursuits, one with them in their
earthly callings and concerns, He sat over against the treasury, as
that poor widow woman was drawn thither to throw in her" two mites,
which make a farthing," to receive so unexpectedly His Di,ine approbation. Being wearied, He sat thus on Samaria's well, whilst He chose the
fit occasion of preaching unto that self-righteous woman the need of
drinking from salvation's well of everlasting life. He wept with those
humble mourners at Bethany's open grave. He frequented the abode
of Simon, Lazarus, and others, and joined Himself in that walk and
holy converse with those two sad-hearted disciples on the Emmaus road.
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He cared for His toiling disciples who, after a weary, fruitless night,
had" caught nothing," asking them (as well He knew th~ir weary
frame), "Children, have ye any meat ~" and they found, on landing,
their Lord had so tenderly and lovingly provided both fire and food to
warm and feed them.
"For thee and nu;"! Wondrous identity! He wills that it shall be
even so. "~Where I am, there also shall My servant be." And in the
meanwhile let all thy wants lie upon Me, says thy compassionate Lord.
So dear to His heart of love are these children, that He wills that
they must be with Him and He with them; and that all their cares
and concerns are infinitely His also! "I in them, and they in Me,"
He prays the Father, "that they may be made perfect in one." Thus,
in the book of eternal life, "all His members were written, when as
yet there was not one of them," but they should be seen in heaven as
one; one in Him, that when Hi;> Father looked upon His well-beloved
Son, in whom He was welllJleased, fully satisfied, aud perfectly appeased
as the God of justice and judgment, He saw Him who had met to
the full all the requirements of the Law, and looked upon Christ, His
Church's Representative Head, in whom she was pardoned, justified,
accepted, cleansed, received. " Fo?' thee and Me"! How blessedly the
words of sublime love fall upon our ear!
I"

Ohrist hath paid the mighty debt,
Nothing left for thee to do,
But to enter on His toils,
Enter on His glory too."

" Then are the children free," and free indeed! Jesus paid to the full,
and from the depths comes up the song of deliverance" Salvation is of
the Lord." No more need we dread the waves and billOWS, the tossing
of the angry waters; they have been over our Surety once, He has
been down into the depths for thee and me, and now God's watermark is
high above the Rock, and henceforth" many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the floods drown it." " For thee and Me"! So now His
plomise abides, "'V hen thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall
the flames kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy
One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia
and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in My sight, thou hast
been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for
thee, and people for thy life."
Ever grant, Lord Jesus, Thy saved people to be a rejoicing
people, realizing the gracious and precious truth of this wondrous
identity, that they may be kept viewing Thy work in and for them,
in redemption, justification and mediation, and presentation. For
just as Peter was freed from that earthly custom by his Master's
payment for him with Himself, so are the children of the new and
heavenly Jerusalem free by their glorious Representative.
She
like unto her glorious Lord, having His glory; lost in immensity, lost
in the ocean of His love, in the wonders of mercy, and delighting
c 2
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to tell as the eternal ages roll along, how Jesus, her Kinsman and
Law-fulfiller, paid the debt,· the ransom, the atonement, that the
children might be freed from all, since" Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at thy bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at thine."
Let ns go forth rejoicing, then, beloved reader, and as we tread the
threshold of an unknown year now dawning upon us, leave all the
issue of it in His dear hand, who so assuredly, lovingly, and
carefully will provide in every emergency of it for His covenanted
children. Children of the King, of the day, of the light, and of the
resurrection, may we be kept realizing our inestimable privileges,
our ransom, our blood-bought rights, and thus seek to live under
the influence of them, ever remembering Him who died and rose again
for us to bring us to God. As saith the Apostle Paul to the
Galatians, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree: that the blessing of Abraham might come on the
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of
the Spirit through faith." And again, as he reminds the Ho mans :
., But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God,
ye have your fruit unto holiness, and· the end everlasting life."
R.

'®latcgooorb for 1902.
"MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE."
(2

CORTNTJUAXS

xii. 9.)

All believers are saved by gl ace
Eph. ii. 8.
Grace in God's eternal purpose
2 Tiro. i. 9.
Riches of !trace in redemption
Eph. i. 7.
G-",l. i. 15.
G, ace in effectual vocation
Gmce wherein we stand ...
Rom. v. 2.
Grace teaches us how to li ve
Titus ii. 11. 12.
Grace all-sufficient and victorious
Rom. viii. 37.
"0 to Grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that Grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee."
Em.mamlel, B1'istol.
R. COR~ALL.
NEITHER faith in Christ, nor love unto Him, nor dp.pendence on
Him, nor obedience to His authority, can be preserved one moment
without a persuasion of His immediate intuition and inspection into the
hearts, minds, and thoughts of all men, with a real influence into all
the actings of the life of God in all them that believe. And the want
of the faith hereof is that which hath disjoined the minds of many
from adherence unto Him, and hath produced a lifeless carcase of
Christian religion, instead of the saving power thereof:-Olcen.
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PA.STORAL NOTES.
'l'HE VALLEY OF A.CHOR.
" l'h~ name (It" that place WlS called, The Valley of Ach01", unto this
day."-JosHuA vii. 26.
WHA1' trouble winter brings in the form of storms I In our sea-girt
isle we feel them sometimes acutely. While I am writing, the wind is
raging without, and during the last few days it has done an immense
amount of damage, strewing our coasts with wrecks, and causing the
deaths of upwards of two hundred human beings. One or two cases
were particularly sad. For example, from a village on our eastern coast
a lifeboat went out to endeavour to rescue some poor sailors on a
wrecked vessel, and upon its return it was upset by the breakers, and
nearly all its uoble band of rescuers perished, and that within sight of
their homes and relatives. It is stated that almost every house in that
village was thrown into mourning that day, and no less than forty-four
children there were rendered fatherless!
But troublo comes at all seasons, and in a great variety of ways.
How sweet to experience with it when it comes the comfort which true
religion gives! "I cannot imagine,"-said a young Christian woman
who was greatly afflicted,-" I cannot imagine how any persons can
bear great trouble who ha ve not true religion to comfort them."
The Valley of Achor, which means the ., Valley of Trouble," is three
times mentioned in the Holy Scriptnres, and evidently with the design
of comforting the Lord's dear people in their troubles. It is described
as being a beautiful spot even now, in its crnuparative desolafoll and
neglect, and doubtless it was far more so in ancient times when it was
well cultivated and cared for.
It is first mentioned in Joshua vii. 26, where it is stated that" The
nall/e ot' that plaa was called, the Valley of Ach01', unto this da,y." It
derived its name from the sin of Achan, a man of the t.ribe of Judah.
who broke the Divine command, and appropriated to himself some of
the spoil of Jericho, which the children of Israel were strictly forbidden
to take; and as his sin bronght serious trouble upon the whole of
Israel, the place where punishment was inflicted upon him, and where
he was killed and buried, was called by the name of the "Valley of
Achor," or the" Valley of Trouble;" and it continued to be so called
for ages afterwards.
Considered in this connectioil, it must have been regarded, in spite
of its beauty, as a gloomy and forbidding place; it was an emblem of
disaster, of a curse and punishment; and as people passed through it,
and saw the great heap of stones which marked the grave of Achan,
they may well have been reminded of this, and of the sad results of
sin. It represented a most deplorable and untimely event in Israel's
history. Just when all things ought to have been bright and happy
with Israel, when, having escaped all the perils of the wilderness, the
people were beginning to experience the great joy of entering into
possession of the Promised La.nd, this dark cloud came over them. It
was a dark cloud indeed, and there must have seemed to be no "silver
lining" to it. What good could come out of it ~ except that it might
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act as a caution for the future, and press home upon the hearts of the
people the dire effects of covetousness and disobedience. Hence the
name of that place seems to have become a sort of proverb, and when
any great trouble or calamity occurred, it was natural to refer to it as
being" like the Valley of Achor."
And so it is with trouble still. It spoils the beauty of this fair world,
and it is in many respects to be deeply regretted. "Unblessed sorrows,"
it has been said, "are amongst our greatest curses." Trouble comes to us
in spite of any efforts which we may make to prevent it. We are obliged
to sometimes say, perhaps, with Job, "The thing which I greatly
feared is come upon me; 1 was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither
was I quiet, yet trouble came." And when it comes it seems so dark,
so forbidding, and sometimes so untimely, that we think that nothing
could be worse. Tho cloud has no "silver lining" to it. There is no
brightness to relieve it; all is gloom and darkness, and we have cause,
apparently, for bitter lament. And often se\'eral troubles come together,
or closely follow one another, as if it were on purpose to deepen the
gloom, and increase the burden, and we bitterly exclaim, with Jacob,
" All these things are against me."
But the Lord's dear people are not left long in that sad ~tate, or
comfortless. How sweet is the statement-as true no\\- of God's
spiritual people and of their trials, as it was of God's ancient people
and of their trials, "I haye surely seen the affliction of ~Iy people
for I know their sorrows, and I am come down to deliver
them." And again, " Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the
Lord delivereth him out of them all j " "I will be with him in trouble;"
"When thou passest through the wa.ters, I will be with thee, and
through the rivers they shall not oyerflow thee; "'hen thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee."
To comfort His ancient people, and through them to comfort His
spiritual people, the Lord in later times referred to the Yalley of _-\.chor
in a remarkable manner. The second time that it is mentioned (except
for a passing allusion to it in the apport.ionlllent of the Land of Canaan
t.o the different tribes) is in Isaiah Ix\'. 10. " The ralley 0/ Aclw,. ,hall be
a place f01' tlte henls to lie dOl/in ill, fo;, Jlly people that hare s"lIght Me."
When herds or flocks lie down, it is a sure sign that they a,re contented and satisfied. If they are huugry, or thirsty, or in pain, or
uncomfortable, they will wander about, or stand still; but if they lie
down, it may be taken as a proof that they are contenten, satisfied, and
happy. So the Psalmist said, "Thou makest me to lie down in green
pastures.". The Lord graciously used this simile in promising great
and special blessings to His ancient people, and He assured them that,
if they sought Him, He would so cheer and comfort and help them,
that·even the Valley of Achor should become, as it were, a quiet, happy
resting-place for them j and, instead of looking back upon their troubles
with bitter sorrow and regret, they should be enabled to regard them
with feelings of contentment and satisfaction, and thercfore that thc
Valley of Achol'-or trouble-would no longer be dark, gloomy, and
forbidding to them, but bright and cheerful.
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The chapter from which these words are taken is distinctly prophetical
of the Gospel dispensation. It is thus quoted by St. Paul in his
Epistle to the Romans. Consequently we have here a most gracious
indication of what the Lord is willing and able to do for His spiritual
people now. If they seek Him, they will not seek in vain, but
He assures them that He will in His own time and way, so help and comfort, so sustain and cheer them, that the "Valley of Achor" shall be
to them" as a place for herds to lie down in." They shall hear His
own command and sweet assurance, " Fear thou not, for I am with thee; "
" It is I, be not afraid." They shall so clearly understand that there
is a needs-be for their troubles, whatever those troubles may be, that
they would not wish them to be lessened or altered. Although those
troubles may be like a refiner's fire, they will realize that that fire is
under the direction of infinite love and infinite wisdom, and that it will
not be permitted to extend in the slightest degree beyond that which
is absolutely necessary, or beyond that which they arc able to bear.
If they are like a pruning-knife, they will know that that knife is in
the hands of One who is "too wise to err, and too good to be nnkind,"
and that He will not cut off a single bud or the tiniest twig unless
He sees that it is essential for their future happiness and welfare that
He should do so. Or if they are as a medicine, it will be administered
"in measure" (J er. xxx. 11), al3 a skilful physician would administer
it, after carefully weighing or measuring it, and then giving it to a
patient in tender solicitude and compassion. Or if they are sent as a
rod of correction, they shall be comforted in blowing that that rod is
in a loving Father's hand, who" doth not., afflict willingly, or grieve the
children of men;" who chastens His children only for their "profit,
that they may be partakers of His holineslS," and that when" His glory
shall be revealed," they "may be glad with exceeding joy." Hence the
Psalmist said, "Thy rod and thy staff"-the 1'ocl as well as the
staff-not only the staff to support him, but also the rod which
chastened and corrected him-" Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort
me."
It has been said :-" To a person unacquainted with the process,
the pruning of a tree, the clearing of the ground with the ploughshare,
the operation of a chisel on a block of stone, would look like an effort
to destroy. But see the effects afterwards. Behold the vine, adorned
with purple-clusters; survey the field, enriched with its golden crops;
examine the sculptor's labours, when he has finished his design: then it
is that we discover that, out of apparent injury, arise the most happy
and useful results. It is intended by God that we should lose nothing
by our afllictions but our faults and sins."
" Each care, each ill of mortal birth,
Is sent in pitying love,
To lift the lingering heart from earth,
And speed its flight above.
And every pang that wrings the breast,
And every joy that dies,
Tell us to seek a purer rest,
And trust to holier ties."
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Professor HITCHCOCK observed :-" There are minerals called hydrophanous, which are not transparent till they are immersed in water,
when they become so; as the hydrophane, a variety of opal. So it is
with many a Christian. Till the floods of adversity have been poured
over him, his character appears marred and clouded by selfishness and
worldly influences. But trials clear away the obscurity, al~d give
distinctness and beauty to his piety."
May not the dear children of God take comfort from such thoughts
as these, and seeking their Lord afresh when trouble comes, expect the
fulfilment of His gracious assurance that the" Valley of Achor" shall
be made to them a place of security and peace and satisfaction, a place
to patiently and contentedly to " lie down in " ~
The third mention of the Valley of Achor conveys to us another
comforting thought. It is in Hosea ii. 15: "I 'lc,ill give he1' the ~-alley
of AchO?' f01' a doO?' of hope,. and she shall s'illi! thcl'e lIS in the llays of
her youth, and as in the day when she came up 011t of the IW/1,(l u/ Egypt."
In this chapter the Lord speaks of the grand and glorious future
which is before His people, His literal people and His spiritual, when,
after passing through special trials and purification, they shall be
"betrothed unto Him for ever," He says, "I will betroth thee unto
me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in
judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies; I will even betroth
thee unto Me in faithfulness; and thou shalt know the Lord." What
wonderful words are these! The threefold repetition of them indicates
that the Heavenly Bridegroom is resolved to enter into an engagement
with His Bride which can never possibly be broken, and that all the
sin of the past is forgiven and forgotten, never to be called to mind
again, It has been said. in reference to these wonderful words, that
" even the parable of the prodigal son scarcely equals this as a picture
of Divine love, treating a 'sinful wife, who wrongs her husband far more
than any prodigal does his father, as though she werc of ,irgin purity
and had never sinned."
And further the Lord promises that a new Covenant shall be made,
a Covenant with all creation, to contribute to His people's happiness
and to do them service, "In that day," the Lord says, "I will make a
Covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of
heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break
the bow, and the sword, and the battle out of the earth, and will makc
them to lie down safely;" "and it will cOllle to pass in that day, 1
will hear, saith the Lord [or " answer," R. V.], I will answer the heavens,
and they shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the com,
and the wine, and the oil, and they shall answer J ezreel" [that is,
"whom God soweth," or His own particular people], and I will sow
her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had
not obtained mercy, and I will say to them which were not .JIy
people, "Thou art My people;" and they shall say, "Thou art my
God."
Here in bold and striking imagery, which the orientals are so fond
of, the heavens and the earth are represented as petitioning that they
may have a part in contributing to the happiness and welfare of God's
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people, and in response to their petition, the Lord answers, giving
them full permission. Hence it is implied that every hurtful or
objectionable thing shall be eradicated from God's beautiful creation,
and all useful and pleasurable things shall flourish and prosper and
increase to give pleasure to His Beloved, His chosen Bride thc
Church.
But how shall the Church anticipate this with pleasure 1 May
she not be inclined to say, "All this is not for me, it cannot be;
for I have wandered so often, and displeased my Lord so much,
and I am ':l0 unworthy, that I cannot expect Him to regard me with
such favour, or to treat me so lovingly and tenderly." Yet, what
does the Lord say in response ~ cc Therefore,"-because of, or notwithstanding this wandering and unworthiness-cc behold, I will allure her,
and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably to her,"
or, "to her heart " [margin J. Those, perhaps, who have experienced
something of human loneliness (and there may be loneliness
even in a crowd), or who have been much separated from
the world, or to whom this world has been made a real "wilderness," experience most the sweetness of Divine companionship. And
this is the experience probably of many of the Lord's most
favoured ones. The Saviour took the blind man "aside from the
multitude," ere He manifested His healing power to him. Moses
was called into the dreary desert, ere he was privileged to behold the
Divine glory, and talk with God, as it were, face to face. There
it is that the Lord says, "I will speak to her heart." What
exquisitely touching, as well as wonderfully natural language!
"No one," a writer has said, ill reference to this expression, "No
one but a man in affiiction, or a God who knows what is in
man in affiiction, would have thought of it.
Others speak
comfortably to us in sorrow, but if that sorrow is deep, what power
have their words ~ They may be kind words and right words, they
may deserve our gratitude and have it, we may feel ashamed of
ourselves that they have so little of it; but they can no more get
to our hearts when God has really wounded them, than they can
restore our blessings or raise our dead."
And "from thence "-from the wilderness-the Lord says, "I
will give her her vineyards," expressive of special pleasure and
blessings, "and the Valley of Achor as a door of hope." That is
to say, she shall look back upon trouble through which she has
passed, and especially, perhaps, trouble and punishment on account
of discovered sin, as a mark of Divine love and favour; she shall see
that it was all for her good, to sanctify her, and make her fit for
the honours awaiting her, and she shall be ready to kiss the rod
that has smitten her, and to bless the Hand that has so wisely
corrected her.
And then we are told that in her joy she "shall sing as in the days
of her youth." The young usually sing more readily than the aged.
"I cannot sing," said a dear old man to me, some time ago, "as
I used to do when I was young." It was not that his voice was
imperfect, for it seemed to be as strong and melodious as ever, but
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he no longer felt the readiness to sing which he had felt in his
youthful days. The Church, however, shall sing again as in her
earliest days. Also, it is said that she shall sing as she sang "in
the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt." Probably
in the history of the world there was never more joyful singing
than that which spontaneously arose from the people of Israel when
they were delivered from the tyranny and captivity of Egypt. It
was heartfelt, exuberant, exultant. It was expressive of the deepest
feeling, overflowing joy, and abounding gratitude. And does not
the whole Church of God know something of that joyful singing 1
Have we not, beloved, known something personally of it 1 When
Divine love was first revealed to us, and we had the sweet assurance of the forgiveness of sins, did not our joy-almost too great
for utterance-manifest itself spontaneously in happy singing 1 Did it
not seem as if our whole existence was changed, and a completely
lIew life opened up to us 1 Did it not seem as if even Xature itself
~ympathized with our feelings, so that "the mountains and the hilb
broke forth into singing, and all the tress of the field clapped
their hands" 1 What new and utterable joy we had in reading God's
Word, in attending God's house, in uniting in worship ,,-ith His
people, and in singing His praises! It was heartfelt, exuberant, ex·
ultant, and it was sweeter than we had ever experienced joy to be
before. Such will be the joy of the Lord's dear people again at the
day of their final emancipation from sin and sorrow, and their joy
no man shall take from them.
"A door of hupe." A door indicates a way or means of entrance.
An opened door indicates permission to enter. An opened door also
reveals to us that which otherwise we could not see. And so it is
with the Valley of Achor and the Lord's dear people. It indicates
to them a way of entering the kingdom-" through much tribulation." It indicates permission to enter -" He," the Father,"scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." .\nd it also reveals to
us that which we otherwise could not perceive here below, the
pitifulness, the tender compassion, and the lm-ing-kindness of the
Lord. And these indications engender hope, a "good hope,"
a hope that "maketh not ashamed," and which can act as an
"anchor of the soul" in the great day when it will be so greatly
needed. And when that hope is realized, as undoubtedly it will be,
in the Promised Land, we shall be enabled to look back upon any
Valley of Achor through which we have passed, with equanimity,
gratitude, and praise.
"Be glad, then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your
God," and trust Him to make the Valley of Achor even such to
you.
Hatjord Redory, FaTingdon.
D, A. DOUDNEY.
THA'l' man to whom it would be satisfaction to continue in sin,
having an assurance of impunity, most certainly is in the broad road
to destruction.~Bl'ine.
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Sermons anb ;lofts of Sttmons.
COMFORTING GOD'S PEOPLE.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN THE CHURCH OF S'l'. MARY
-WOOLNOTH, LOMBARD STREET, LONDON, ON THURSDAY EVENING,
DECEMBER 5TH, 1901, ON BEHALF OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY, BY THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, 1'LA.., RECTOR OF HATFORD,
FARlNGDON.
"C01nfvrt ye, comfort ye 111y people, 8aith your God. Speak ye
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare 28
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath 1'eceived of
the Lord's hand doulJle for all her Rins."-IsAIAH xl. 1, 2.
THIS is a command, and a three-fold cOlllmand, and we understand
it to be given, not merely to the Prophet Isaiah, in reference to God's
literal people Israel, but also through him to all pastors and teachers
under the Gospel dispensation. To each of the latter is given this
Divine command, "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your
God." Every pastor then ought to seek to be a ., Barnabas," that is,
" a son of consolation," and to be able practically to take up the words
of the inspired Apostle Paul when he wrote, "Blessed be God, even
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, thc Father of mercies, and the
God of all comfort j who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we
may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God." Is not this sometimes
forgotten or overlooked in the Christian ministry 1 If it be so, it
ought not to be so.
We may notice : 1. WHO ARE THE LORD'S PEOPLE 1 They are variously described in
God's Word. They are described, for example, as those who have been
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, and given to Him
as His portion and inheritance.
They are described in the 50th
Psalm as -God's" saints," His sanctified or separated ones, who "have
made a Covenant with Him by sacrifice." What is that sacrifice 7 Is
it the" sacrifice of the Mass"-that vain and fond conceit 1 Oertainly
not.
Is it the sacrifice of their own good works, self-denial, or
righteousness 1 Certainly not. They have no such sacrifice to offer.
It is the one great Sacrifice offered on Calvary, alluded to in the
words :-" This Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God." That is the sacrifice which
God's people offer, expressed, as to its appropriation, in the well-known
words" My faith would lay her hand,
On that dear Head of Thine;
Whilst like a penitent I stand,
And there confess my sin." .
And as it is thus appropriated, the great Surety takes the sinner's
sins, and transfers to him His own perfect righteousness." Again, they
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are mentioned (1 Peter ii. 7, 10), as those to whom Christ is "precious"
as believers, and who, having in time past been not a people, are
by that faith made "the people of God." And further they are
described (Phil. iii. 2), "We are the circumcision, who worship God in
the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh." Are these marks and signs manifested in us ~ then we may
rejoice in the assurance that we are numbered amongst the people of
God.
2. How ARE GOD'S PEOPLE TO BE COMFOR'l'ED ~ The command says,
"Speak," "Cry."
What an apparently ineffectual means this is!
Has it not seemed to ;you to be so in practical experience ~ For example,
some dear friend of ;yours has been greatly afflicted, and you have
visited him, and spoken to him in the most sympathizing way; but
how feeble your words appeared to be! they did not seem to have
the least effect in lightening his burden, or lessening his grief. But
supposing that the words spoken in obedience to this command are
accompanied by Divine power-what then 1-they may be marvellously
effectual. Such were the words spoken by our dear :Master to the
poor heart-broken widow whom He met coming out of the city of
Nain, and following the bier of her deceased son. ",reep not," was
all He said-simple words - but may we not Le assured that, accompanied by His own omnipotent power, they touched that poor woman's
heart, soothed her sorrow, and comforted her in the most mitrvellous
and effective way 1
And so when God's messengers speak in His name; their words
may be very simple words and utterly useless and ineffective of
themselves, but if His all-powerful Spirit the Comforter is pleased
to make use of them, and apply them as He ;sees the hearers have
need, they will form a message from ahove which will cheer and
help, encourage and strengthen, comfort and console with mighty
and wondrous power.
Oh that it might be so-if it be the Lord's will-to-night. If
there are any troubled, burdened, au:xions sonls htre to-night, may
some word be brought home to them t.o comfort them; and t.o God
shall be all the praise and glory!
3. IN WHAT RESPECTS ARE GOD'S PEOPLE TO BE ESPECIALLY Co)[FORTEO 1 First, it is stated with regard to their WARFARE. "Speak
ye comfortably to Jerusalem [margin, "to the heart of,"), and cry unto
her, that her warfare is accomplished." E,ery true child of God
knows what warfare is. He finds, like the Shulamite mentioned in
the Song of Songs, "two armies," as it were, within him; "the flesh
lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh," and the
resulting warfare is a real warfare to him, and it prohably will
be so as long as his life here lasts. And what troubles him chiefly
with regard to that warfare is that he appears la be repeatedly defeated
in it; instead of overcoming, he finds himself too often being overcome,
and this troubles him greatly. How then can it be said, whilst that
warfare is still going on, that it is " accomplished " ~
Let us take an illustration. The sad warfare in South Africa is
still going on, and in all probability it will go on for some time
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longer; and yet it may be said-so far, as the permanent and main
results of it are concerned-to have been accomplished long ago.
When our victorious army entered Bloemfontein and Pretoria, the
capitals of the two opposing states, and having defeated and scattered
the forces opposed to them, publicly proclaimed that those states
were annexed to the British crown, and when our nation had practically
made up its mind that such should be the case, and there were no
Powers prepared to interfere and try to prevent it, it might truly be said
that that warfare was-as far as those results were concernedaccomplished. What though there has been" sniping" ever since,
and bands of men have been roaming over that affiicted country,
doing all the mischief that they can, obliging our brave soldiers
to be on the watch by day and by night, and sometimes inflicting
upon them grievous wounds 1-that will not alter the subsequent
results.
And so when our great Commander in His wondrous life and death
fought with the powers of evil, and utterly routed them; when He
could say, "'1'he prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in
Me; " when He rose triumphant above death, hell, and the grave; and
when He ascended up on high as a mighty Conqueror, "leading
captivity captive; "-doing all this as the substitute and representative
of His people, in their name and on their behalf-surel.v it might
then be eaid that their "warfare was accomplished." What though
there has been" sniping" at all believers ever since, and they have had
to be on the watch day by day and night by night against the wily
attacks of the powers of darkness 1 What though their spiritual foes
may roam about, doing all the mischief that they can, and sometimes
inflicting upon God's dear people grievous wounds 1 this will not affect
or alter the subsequent results. "Victory is assured to them by the
omnipotent power of their Almighty Captain; the battle is not really
theirs, but God's; their crafty foes cannot touch a hair of their heads
without Divine permission; and therefore every believer shall finally be
made a conqueror, and" more than a Jonqueror," through Him who has
loved him,
"The feeblcat saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
Consequently each believer may boldly say, "Rejoice not against me, 0
mine enemy, for when I fall, I shall arise;" "Thanks be to God
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Again, God':; people are to be comforted respecting their SINs. Sins
f\,re a grievous trouble to the Lord's dear people. They rise up like a
dark cloud between them and their Father's face, and often give them
great discomfort and unhappiness. But what does their Father say
about those sins 1 "Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto
her, that he?' iniquity is paTdoned, for she hath r'eceived of the LOTd's
hand doublefor all he?' sins." How can this be, do we ask 1 Let us again
Some years ago a great monetary crisis occurred
take an illustration.
in this great city, and widespread distress and ruin resulted. In a
provincial town there was at that time a large bank, the chief director
of which was known to be involved in that crisis to the extent of some-
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thing like one hundred thousand pounds, and there was imminent
<;langer that the knowledge of this fact would so excite the fears of the
shareholders and depositors of that hank that they would make a
sudden rush upon it and ruin it. At that critical time, however, the
head manager issued a public notice that that chief director had placed
in his hands absolute securities, which far exceeded in value the whole
sum which was in jeopardy. In a moment confidence was restored;
there was no attempt to make a rush upon that bank, and its credit
and safety remained unimpaired.
So we may understand it to be with regard to the believer's sins.
Great though they may be aDd innumerable, his Almighty Surety
made such a full and complete atonement for them, and underwent
snch profound and immeasurably severe sufferings and punishment on
account of them, that He paid, as it were, the debt twice over; and
therefore it cannot rise up in judgment against the believer, but he
may be assured, without the slightest doubt or hesitation, that his
lSins are completely and for ever blotted out and forgiven; he may
hear his loving Father sayin~ to him, "I have blotted out as a thick
cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins j" and he may
rejoicingly exclaim"

Paym~nt

God cannot twice dema.nd,
First at my heavenly Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

" Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His dying love." *
Again, the Lord's people are to be comforted by the EXPECT.\TIOX
OF THEIR LORD'S SECOND COMING.
See verses 9 and lOot' this
chapter, "0 Zion, that bringest good tidings," &c.-or, as the Revised
Version translates the words-Cl 0 thou that tellest good tidings to Zion,
get thee up into the high mountain; 0 thou that tellest good tidings
to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength j lift it u).!, be not afraid,
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord
God will come with a strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him;
behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him." This
was the expectation with which the Saviour comforted His disciples;
"Let not your heart be troubled," He said, "I 'Will come again;"
~' I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy
Oh, what joy-unutterable joy-it
no man taketh from you."
will be to see our own dear Master face to face, whom we have
loved unseen before! Oh, what an unspeakably happy time it will
.. This view of the text does not appear to be the generally accepted ,iew
of commentators, but it is the view of Dr. GILL, who, in his commentary
upon this passage, says, that it may be understoud to refer tu "the complete
satisfaction made by Christ for her [His Church's or people's] sins, and of her
receiving at the Lord's hands, in her Surety, fn11 punishment for them; not
that more was required than was due, but that ample satisfaction was made,
and, being infinite, fully answers the demerits of sin; and this being in the
room and stead of God's people, clears them, and yields comfort to them."
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be! He will comfort our hearts then more .fully than they have
cver been comforted before j He will fulfil his own mission, described
in the 61st chapter of this prophecy-" To comfort all that mourn,
to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unb them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness "-how well we know that spirit-do we not,
beloved ~-but we shall know it then no more for ever j and He will
" take away the rebuke of His people from off all the earth, for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
" Oh the joy to see Thee reigning,
Thee, my own beloved Lord! "
Ah, but perhaps some trembling believer says, "That expectation
is not a comfort to me j I wish it were so, but it is not. I fear the
Lord's second coming rather than rejoice at it, I am so unworthy,
so imperfect, that it seems presumption to hope that I should be
fLccepted of Him," Is there any such trembling one here to-night ~
Look, my brother, at the words which follow those which we have
just quoted :-" He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, He shall
gathe1' the lambs with His a1'1n, and ca1"l'Y them in His bosom, and
shall gently lead those that a?'e with young," Could you be afraid of
the Saviour appearing thus to you, a gentle, tender-hearted Shepherd ~ Would you not hasten to meet Him, fall down at His feet
and worship Him, and say exultantly, "Lo, this is our God, we have
waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" ~
Some persons may suppose that these sweet words refer only to the
Saviour's first coming, and not to His second; but the words in the
previous verse indicate that this is not the case, for they describe
Him as being manifested thus to His people as a gentle Shepherd when
He comes with "a strong hand" and a "ruling arm," and "His
reward with Him," and the "recompense for His work [margin]
before Him." And this idea is confirmed by the similar statement in the
Book of the Revelation, namely, "The Lamb which is in the midst of
the throne shall be thei1' shepherd [R.V.], and shall lead them to living
fountains of waters," Be comforted then, ye people of God, by the
expectation of the second coming of your Lord.
•, Be not af1'aicl" (verse 9). This may rpmind ns of another
particular in which God's people especially need to be comforted,
namely, in reference to their FEARS. There is no people that has
so little reason to fear, and yet, in all probability, there is no people
so subject to fears, as the Lord's people. Probably some who are
present here to night have seen an essay, written by AUGUSTUS
TUPLADY, the author of the well-known hymn, "The Rock of Ages,"
on "The Various Fears to which God's People are Liable." That essay
was written about 130 years ago, and yet it exactly describes the
very same fem's which agitate and trouble God's people llOW. But
see what our Father says about those fears. How many times Be
bids His people" Fear not." "Fear thou not," He says, addressing
each of His people individually and personally-Cl Fear thou not, for
I am with thee j be not dismayed, for I am thy God j I will help
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thee, yea, I will strengthen thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the
right hand of My righteousness." "Fear not, thou worm Jacob,
and ye men of Israel." "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." "It is I, be not afraid."
Respecting those fears He commands, "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my
people, saith your God."
But perhaps there are some troubled ones here to-night who
say, "Leok at our troubles, our losses, crosses, vexations, dIsappointments, bereavements, anxieties, cares, and temptations. How are we
to be comforted respecting them 1" \Vhere are we, beloved? Are we
in the Promised Land? Nay, we are all still in the wilderness.
" We are journeying towards the place of which the Lord hath said,
I will give it you," but we haven't reached it yet. Can we expect to
have all the comforts of home whilst on a journey 1 What does our
Father say about that journey? "Thou shalt remember all the
way by which the Lord thy God led thee in the wilderness, to humble
thee and to prove thee "-we do not like that humbling and that
proving, but they are absolutely needful-" to see what was in thine
heart, and "-happy, blessed purpose !-" to do thee good at thy
latter end." vVhat if everyone of those troubles, losses, crosses,
vexations, &c., be overruled for your eternal good 1 \Vhat if everyone
of them be turned, by infinite wisdom and love, into a lasting
blessing 1 Would you be without them 1 What if the way by
which your Father is leading yOll be the right way-and the only
right way-to bring you to "a city of everlasting habitation," would
you prefer some other way and choose it, if you could 1
Think of the high destiny of God's people. What is it? It is
described in the marvellous words which we find in the 62nd chapter
of this prophecy-" Thou shalt be a CROWN OF GLORY in the hand of
the Lord, and a ROYAL DIADE~[ in the hand of thy God." Is not
special preparation needed for this?
•
In a very short time a grand ceremony will take place in
Westminster, one of the grandest probably which has ever taken place
in our land, namely, the coronation of our new King, and already
the crown which he will wear upon that august occasion is being
prepared, and the precious jewels which are to adorn it are being
selected, and some of them are probably even now in the hands
of skilful lapidaries, who will cut them and file them and polish them,
and put them throngh several processes, which might seem to those
jewels, if they could feel and think, as being very cruel and unnecessary,
but which are, nevertheless, absolutely necessary to fit them for the
high position which they are to occupy. So it is with the Lord's dear
people. And shall they murmur or complain if they have to pass
through certain trying processes which are to fit them for an infinitely
higher and more glorious position, namely, to adorn the cro\m of the
King of kings, and canse them to be included amongst the preciouB
jewels which the Saviour will number np when He comes 1
Would you be comforted 1 then think of these things, meditate
upon them, and pray that they may be applied to your hearts with
Divine power. And add two other thoughts which are prominently
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brought before us in the chapter from which our text is taken; namely,
first, rely unhesitatingly, im:plicitly. and wholly upon God's Wm·d. "The
voice said, Cry; and he said, What shall I cry 1 All flesh is grass, and
all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field; the grass
withereth. the flower fadeth, . . . surely the people is grass . . . but the
W01'd 0/ mU' God shall stand /01' evel'." Fresh attacks are being made
upon that Word, and no doubt fresh attacks will continue to be made
upon it. Never mind. Those attacks will no more injure that Word,
or shake its veracity and trustworthiness, than the numerous attacks
which have been made upon it before. Hold fast by it; let nothing
shake your faith in it, or even in any part of it; rely upon it with
all your heart and soul, as being the very Word of the Lord Jehovab,
which shall stand intact and fulfilled when all its criticisers and opponents, and even when heaven and earth shall have passed away.
Secondly, Wait 1tPOlt the Lm'd, and He u:ill strengthen your faith, and
give you all the comfort that you need. Wait upon the Lord, aud you
will find that His promise will be fulfilled: "He giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth strength. Even
the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall
utterly fall; but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint."
And if you are thus comforted, you may regard it only as an
earnest-a slight foretaste-of the full and blessed comfort which you
will experience by-and-by, when "the ransomed of the Lord shall
return, and come with singing unto Zion; when everlasting joy shall
be upon their heads, and when sorrow and sighing shall flee away;"
when "they shall see His face "-the face of their Beloved-" and
His name shall be on their foreheads, and they shall reign for ever
and ever;" when the sweet and homely, but deeply expressive and
gracious promise shall be fulfilled, "As one whom his mother comforteth so will I comfort you; " and when our Father shall" wipe away
all tears from our eyes."
If, also, yon are thus comforted, will you not try to comfort oth3rs
of the Lord's dear people 1 Will you not try to comfort them by your
sympathy, by kindness, by spiritual teaching, or, if they have need, and
you have the means, by administering to their temporal wants 1
" Whilst we have time, let us do good unto all men, especially unto
them that are of the household of faith." Here sometimes is a difficulty, it is difficult to discern who are of the household of faith,
and to find out where they live, and what their circumstances are.
But the excellent Society for which I am asked to plead to-night-the
"Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society "-meets this difficulty. It takes the
greatest pains to find out the Lord's people who are aged and in want,
and after a careful investigation into their circumstances, it helps
them in the best possible way, namely, not by spasmodic charity, but by
giving them a small regular pension; only a small one-would that it
could be larger !-but sufficient to be of real service, lifting the poor
recipients out of actual want, and cheering their hearts greatly.
Lately I happened to read in an old volume of the GOSPEL MAGA-
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an account of the foundation of this excellent Society. It was
founded ninety-four years ago, so that it is now becoming a venerable
Society, and it has nearly attained to its centenary. Its founder
became its secretary, and continued to be so for fifty-one years. When,
at the age of eighty-six, he found it necessary to give up his work, he
burst into tears and wept bitterly, because he loved it so greatly and
took such a deep interest in it. He died the year after. At that
time it was considered to be a wonderful thing that the income of the
Society had attained to the sum of £2,000 a-year, and that it was able
to support 178 pensioners; but now-forty-two years afterwards-its
income is more than six times as large as it was then, and the number
of its pensioners is more than eight times as large, namely, not 178 but
1,566. May I ask you to contribute to it liberally and cheerfully
to-night, as far as you possibly can 1
Some of you, if I mistake not, are acquainted with the writingB
of a noble-hearted man, who was known by the title of "The
Gospel Cottage Lecturer." Many years ago I heard him tell this
story:-There was a wealthy man who was very penurious, and he
was never known to give to any charitable object if he could
possibly help it. - He occasionally attended a place of worship, and
upon one occasion when he dicl so, a stranger preached, and
pleaded very earnestly for some charitable object, and in the
~ourse of his remarks he said :-" I am quite sure that whate,er
fOU give to such a good cause as this, God will consider as given
to Himself, and He will repay it to you with interest." The
wealthy man's attention was arrested, and he said to himself, "I
wonder whether that is true; I will test it and see." So when
the plate was handed to him, he put into it a .shillinrt! As he
was returning home, he suddenly saw a shilling lying before him
on the footpath, and he eagerly stooped down and put it into his
pocket. Meeting a friend soon afterwards, he said to him, "Here
is a wonderful thing; the preacher told us to-d:ly that if we ga,e
anything to the object he was preaching about, God would surely
return it to us, aod with interest. I put a shilling 00 the plate,
and as I was coming along I found this shilling on the footpath;
God has e,idently given it back to me, and now I shall look out
for the interest." "Nay," replied his friend, "you make a great
mistake; God knows very well that a shilling is a mere nothing to
you, and so He wouldn't accept it from you; He has flung it
before your face!" Surely none of us will give in such a spirit
as that, but generously, heartily, and willingly. in 100'e and
gratitude for all that has been done for us, and believing that
it may be said respecting any help which we give to such an
excellent object as that which is brought before us to-night,
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My
brethren, ye have done it unto Me."
"Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God."

ZINE

EVERY man can love his friend, but only a godly man can love his
enemy.-PaT1'.

THg REV. JAMES HER\'EY, .L\f.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. JAMES HERVEY, A.M.
IN the GOSPEL Jl,1AGAZINE, April, 1775, first appeared the portrait of
the devout author of Meditations Among the Tombs, which-one
hundred and twenty-six years later-we reproduce in our current
number. It was in 1775 that AUGUSTUS TOPLADY became editor of
our pages, but a few months later than that in which the portrait of
the Rev. JAMES HERVEY was published. The beloved author of the
hymn" Rock of Ages" entertained for his memory a very high estimate, as his writings abundantly show. Although Mr. HERVEY'
occupied a less prominent and influential place than some among the
worthies whom the Holy Spirit raised up in England for the revival of
the distinctive truths of the Gospel of grace in the eighteenth century,
he was one who nevertheless made a real mark on the stirring times in
which he lived-RoMAIKE, COWPER, and CECIL being witnesses. His
pen, perhaps, rather than his pulpit ministrations, contributed to the
spread of Evangelical truth. For instance, his work entitled Medi·
tations. and Contemplations reached the twenty-fifth edition in 179\,
and, along with BUNYAN'S Pilgrim's Progress, was commonly found
in the homes of both English and Scottish Christians.
Mr. HERVEY'S father was Incumbent of Collingtree, and Weston
Favell, near Northampton, and appears, for some reason, to have
resided outside the limits of his charge. JAMES HERVEY was born at
Hardingstone, not far from Northampton, on February 26th, 1713.
The date of his birth, remarks the late BISHOP RYLE, "shows that he
was one of the little band whom God sent into tbe world at a special
time to do a special work together in England. WHITE FIELD, WESLEY,
GRIMSHAW, BERRIDGE, ROWLANDS, ROl\IAINE, VENN, VVALKER, and HERVEY, were all born in the first twenty-seven years of the eighteenth
century, between 1700 and l720."
Few details of the history of JAMES HERVEY are obtainable. He
was educated at the Grammar School of Northampton, whence he
proceeded to Lincoln Oollege, Oxford, when seventeen years of age.
Here he was under the tuition of Dr. HUTCHINS, Rector of the College.
For the first two years of his course he appears to have lacked in
habits of stud;v, but this period was followed by one which developed
in him deep concern for spiritual things. He came into close contact
with the so-called" Methodists" in the University. His studies became
more serious, and his religiolls life more active.
After graduating,
he was ordained, at the end of 1736, or the beginning 6f the following
year. At Lincoln Oollege he held an Exhibition of £20 a-year.
After acting as his father's Curate for a year at Weston Favell, we
find him holding a curaey at Dnmmer, near Basingstoke in Hampshire,
a position, singularly enough, which WHITEFIELD also occupied about
the same period.
The Rector of the parish, Mr. KITCHIN, was in
sympathy with the Evangelical Revival. In 1738 he became Chaplain
to PAUL ORCHARD, Esq., of Stoke Abbey, Devon, continuing to hold
the post for some two years, after which he accepted the curacy of
Bideford, North Devon. It is snpposed that during the period of
D 2

36

The Gospel Magazine.

his three years' residence at Bideford he planned, and probably began
to write his well-known work Meditations Among the Tombs.

In 1743 he left Devonshire and returned to his father, again acting
in the capacity of his Curate.
He was a hard-working pastor and a
diligent student and writer, but his delicate health proved uI)able to
bear the strain, and he broke down, and removed to London, and
there remained till the death of his father in 1752, when he was
appointed to succeed him at Weston Favell. The income, even when
augmented by the proceeds of a second neighbouring benefice,
amounted to only £180 a y<Jar, and out of his slender means he maintained his widowed mother and his sister. The profits of his literary
work he devoted to the Lord's service. Constant overwork presently
led to another break·down, and he fell into a decline, of which he
died, on Christmas Day, 1758. His body was carried to the grave,
covered, by his own request, with the pall commonly used at the
burials' of the poor. His remains were deposited under the Communion Table of Weston Favell church, and his funeral sermon was
preached by the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAI~E.
Thus, at the early age of
forty-five, passed to his heavenly rest this faithful Gospel witness and
gifted defender of Evangelical truth.
His greatest doctrinal treatise, l'he/'on a1ul Aspasio, which magnifies
the soul-saving doctrine of Christ's imputed righteousness, entailed
upon him a violent attack from his Arminian contemporaries-whom
he answered with consummate ability and force. In the earlier
stage of his spiritual experience this truth held but an undefined
place. GEORGE WHITEFIEi,D was made the honoured instrument
of guiding his soul to the solid foundation of true peace.
Writing to the great Evangelical leader, on one occasion, he says:"You are pleased to ask how the Holy Ghost convinced me of selfrighteousness, and drove me out of my false rest. Indeed, sir, I
caunot tell. The light was not instantaneuus; it did not flash upon
my soul, but arose like the dawning of the day. A little book by
J EKKS, upon Submission to the Righte01ls11ess of God, was made serviceable to me. Your journals, dear sir, and sermons, especially that sweet
sermon on the text, "Vhat think ye of Christ l' were a me'lns of
bringing me to the knowledge of the trnth. . .. I now desire to
work in my blessed M.aster's service, not for life, but from life
and salvation. I would study to please Him in righteousness and
holiness all the days of my life."
In another letter to his valued
friend he wrote :_H Were I possessed of all the righteous acts that
have made saints and martyrs famous in all generations, could they
be transferred to me, and I might call them my own, I would
renounce them all that I might win Christ." It was, no doubt, the
deeply experimental faith by which JAMES HERVEY was led by the
~pirit of trnth and revelation which gave to his testimony its
character for strength and thoroughness. Souls which have passed
through the fire must needs come out" vessels meet for the M.aster's
use." Little wonder that the Arminian school attributed Antinomianism
to dear HERVEY. They had not been through a like ordeal of stripping,
and emptying, and bringing down to the grave. God bad burned His
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gracious truth into the heart of the Pastor of Weston Favell. The
meek and patient spirit in which he bore the bitter attacks ma.de
upon his sound theological teaching was 11 comely and beautiful illm;·
tration of the reality and power of his spiritual convictions. In the
words of the late BISHOP of LIVERPOOL: " HERVEY'S spirit and temper,
under the assaults made upon him, were beyond all praise. Never
was there a divine so utterly free from 'ojium theologicum.' Well
would it have been for the credit of the Chlll'ch of Christ, if the controversialists of the last century had all been as meek, and gentle, and
amiable, and kind-tempered as the author of Theron awl Aspllsio."
The published sermons of JAMES HERVEY are few in number. This
is much to be regretted, for both as to matter and composition they
are good. He was not what men term a "pop'llar" preacher. His weak
health, feeble voice, and delicate constitution made that impossible.
He often lamented his inability to serve his people better in the pulpit,
comparing himself to a soldier wounded, bleeding, and disabled, and
only not slain. He would say, "My preaching is not like sending
an arrow from a how, for which some strength of arm is necessary,
but like pulling the trigger of a gun ready charged, which the
feeblest finger can do." His discourses, unlike in style most of his
writings, were unadorned and simple, pointed and direct, sound in
doctrine and practical in their tendency. One or two quotations
may be made. The following passages are taken from a sermon
preached by him in 1757, on "The Means of Safety" (Heb. xi. 28):"Let me give you a word of direction. Fly to Christ, alarmed
sinners! Come under the co,ert of His blood. Appropriate the
blessed Jesus; look unto Him, and His merits are your own. . . . .
Ray everyone of you, I am a poor, guilty, helpless creature; but in
Jesus Christ, who is full of grace and truth, I have righteousness and
strength. I am a poor, polluted, loathsome creature; but Jesus
Christ, who is the image of the invisible God and the brightness of .
His Father's glory, has loved me and washed me from my filthiness
in His own blood. I am by nature a perverse, depl'aved creature,
and by evil practices a lost, damnable sinner; but Jesus Christ
who made the world, Jesus Christ whom heaven and earth adore,
Jesus Christ Himself came from the mansions of bliss on purpose
to save me, to give Himself for me.
And how can I perish who
have such a ransom 1 . . . Come, then, fellow-sinners, believe the
record of heaven. Set your seal that God is true. Honour His
Word, which cannot lie. Honour His grace, which is absolutely free.
Honour His dear Son, who has obtained eternal redemption for such
unworthy creatures as you and I!"
The illness which finally bereft the Church of God on earth of this
comparatively young witness for the pure truth, and humble-spirited
follower of the Lord Jesus, took the form of pulmonary disease.
Great were his sufferings. But nothing shook his simple but firm faith
in the substitutionary offering of Christ for sin. He had long antici~
pated his "home-call. The glorious doetrines of sovereign grace, which
he had loved and preached, sustained his heart in the prospect of the
cnd. Calmly, quietly, and undisturbed he "went down into the
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valley." He spoke much to those around him of his deep sense of the
value of God's free-grace salvation. To his doctor he wrote: ., I now
spend almost my whole time in reading and praying over the Bible.
Indeed, you cannot conceive how the springs of life in me are relaxed,
and relaxing. 'What thou doest, do quiekly,' is a proper admonition
for me as I approach dissolution. My dear friend, attend to the one
thing needful. I have no heart to take any medicine j all but Christ
is to me unprofitable. Blessed be God for pardon and salvation
through His blood! Let me prescribe this for my dear friend. My
cough is troublesome j I can get little rest j but my neyer-failing
remedy is the love of Christ!" On the 25th of December-the day
that he died-his loving friend and physician, Dr. STONEHOUSE, came
to see him. It was about three hours before his ransomed spirit took
flight to the bosom of the Lord.
HERVEY seized the opportunity,
spoke strongly and affectionately to him about his soul's concerns,
and entreated him not to be overcharged with the cares of this life.
Seeing his great weakness and prostration, the doctor begged him to
spare himself. "No, doctor," replied the expiring saint, "Ko! You
tell me I have but a few minutes to li,e j let me spend them ill
adoring our great Redeemer." He then repeated the words, " Though
my heart and my flesh fail, God is the strength of my heart, and my
portion for ever;" and also dwelt, in a delightful manner, on St.
Paul's words, "All things are yours; whether life, or death, or
things present, or things La come."
Then he exclaimed, "Herehere, is the treasury of the Christian! Death is reckoned among His
inventory; and a noble treasure it is. How thankful I am for death,
as it is the passage through which I go to the Lord and Giver of life,
and as it frees me from all the misery which you see me now endure,
and which I am willillg to endure as long as God sees fit! I know
that He will by-and-by, in His own good time, dismiss me from
the body.
These light afflictions are but for a moment, alld
then comes an eternal weight of glory. Oh, welcome, \\'elcome death!
'£hou mayest well be reckoned among the treasures of the Christian!
To live is Christ, and to die is gain!" After uttering these gracious
words of testimolly, he lay apparently breathless for a while, and it
was thought he had gone. But he revived, and being raised in his
chair, said :-" Lord, :lOW lettest Thou Thy senant depart in peace,
according to Thy most holy and comfortable words, for mine eyes have
seen Thy most holy and comforta,ble salvation! Here, doctor, is my
cordial. 'What are all the cordials given to support the dying. in
comparison of that which arises from the promises of salvation by
Christ 1 This, this supports me!" After these words of blis5ful
confidence he said but little. About three o'clock in the afternoon
of this Christmas Day, he again spoke, saying: "The conflict is over j
now all is done." Presently, two words were heard-Cl Precious
salvation! " and soon afterwards, without a sigh or a groan, he closed
his eyes upon all things temporal, and in a moment more opened
them upon things eternal in the presence of God and of the Lamb!
Blessed be God for such triumphs of grace as the life and death
of the Rector of Weston Favell afford. He indeed walked with God,
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and was not, for God took him.
No better certificate of JAMES
HERVEY'S sterling worth -as an example of the work of the Holy
Spirit-need be given than that with which we conclude this notice.
The record is that of the blessed WILLIAM ROMAINE, who preached
the funeral sermon, and wrote: - "I never saw one who came up so
near to the Scripture character of a Christian as Mr. HERVEY. God
enriched him with great gifts and great graces. He had a fine understanding, and a great memory. He was very well skilled in Hebrew,
and an excellent critic in Greek.
There was great experience of
heart love upon his tongue.
He used to speak of the love of the
adorable Redeemer like one who had seen Him face to face, in the
fulness of His glory. As to his writings, I leave them to speak for
themselves. They stand in no need of my praises."
THE EDITOR.
THE

:M:A1~NA.

" And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is
manna: [or, as in the margin, What is this?] for they wist not what it was.
And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the Lord hath given you to
eat."-EXODlJS xvi. 15.

" What is this 1" we have often:said,
When, in surprise, we have been led
To wonder, as some precious gift
Has been bestowed, our souls to lift.
"'Tis manna" from the Hand
divine,
To feed and cheer, like bread and
wine;
Most satisfying, pure, and trull,
Sufficient, sweet, and wholesome,

too.,

God's people in the' wilderness
Experienced this happiness,
And found they could on God rely
For every day a fresh supply.
Their murmurings for food were
heard,
And answered by a gracious word,
Rebuking faithless discontent,
With trials God had wisely sent.
To leau on Him, they needs must
know
The source from whence all blessings flow;
That in His smile alone is joy,
And happiness without alloy:
And so He proved their faith, that
they
Might learn and walk the better
way.
No nation ever,was so blest,
So loved of God, and taught the
best.
Bmmhall.

" The hidden manna" of Christ's
love
Is also given from above,
Pure, sweet, abundant, constant,
free,
Sustaining life and liberty:
"The bread of heaven" sent to
eltrth
Of infinit~ly precious worth,
To fill with joy the chosen band,
God's witnesses in every land.
'Twill nourish every quickened
soul
Till brought unto the promised
goal;
And fortify with stl'ength divine
'Gainst sin and every dark design.
o precious Jesus! Thou hast said,
" I am the true and living bread,
Of which if any man shall eat,
He shall for ever be complete."
"Lord, evermore give us this
bread"
And it sh~ll be, as Thou hast said,
As life, and flesh, and meat, indeed,'
Sufficient for our every need.
To Israel in the wilderness,
The manna was a source of bliss
But Thou art sweeter, better fat',
For nothing can Thy sweetness
mar!

J. E. WINDER.
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THE MAJESTY OF RESERVE.
" And now '1TWn see not the bright light which is in the clouds: lmt
the wind passeth, and cleanseth them. Fai'l' weather' cOTneth out of the
n01,th : with God is ter"l'ible 'IIwjesty. Touching the Almighty, we cannot
find Him o'ut,. He is excellent in power, and in judyment, and in
plenty of justice : He will not ajfiict. Men do therefmoe fea'!' Him :
He respecteth not any that a'l'e wise of hear·t,"-JoB xxxvii, 21-24.
THE passage before us is one which speaks in language of the loftiest
grandeur, and the profoundest solemnity, concerning the glory and
majesty of God-of His glory, however, especially in this respect, that
it is incomprehensible by the intellect of man; and of His majesty, as
that which is displayed in the limits which He imposes upon the
revelation of Himself to us. The glory that is revealed is, therefore,
an unapproachable glory- the majesty of which it speaks is the
Majesty of Reserve.
Let us look more closely at the words before us, observing that they
constitute the climax of Elihu's address to Job, undertaken to
vindicate God against the partial and mistaken judgments which had
been formed of His character and doings by Job and his friends alike.
He draws his appeal to a close by comparing the wondrous operation
of God's providences in nature with the inadequacy of the estimate
that we can form, in each and every case, of their character and
extent; for, while we see what He does, we cannot, in any case,
explain the operations of His hand. We can scan the phenomena
produced in the heavens and the earth by the wondrous working of
God, but we cannot trace how He orders, or effects that which He
does-cc the wondrous works of Him which is perfect in knowledge."
Our knowledge is never perfect; it never can be, 'Vhat, then, can
we say to Him of whom we know so little? We are overpowered by
His mysterious greatness.
"If a man speak, surely he shall be
8wallowed up."
The twenty first verse gives an example: "And now lllen see not
the bright light which is behind the clouds [we must alter a little the
rendering of the Authorized Version]; but the wind passeth, and
cleareth them away, and then golden weather [see margin; that is,
the radiant sunshine] cometh ont of the north; but with God" (that
is, in the case of God), the cloud does not pass; "with Him there is
terrible majesty." The clouds that cover the light of His glory do
not PlSS, nor can we view the glory that they veil from our eyes
by any operation of our own wisdom or power. 'Ve cannot by
searching find out God, "with Him there is terrible majesty," the
majesty of a reserve which will not yield itself except at the counsel
of His own will. Hence, the next verse proceeds: "Touching the
Almighty, \ye cannot find Him out; He is exe-eHent in power, and
in judgment, and in plenty of justice; He will not afflict. Men do
th.l!1dore fear Him; He respecteth ,not any that are wise of heart."
OL
'on.!-y wisdom is submission; our only hope of learning, that
gOc\'iJ fear which is the essential condition of all knowledge.
'this is a familiar strain of thought in the Book of Job, the
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great object of which seems to be to place in contrast the greatness
and glory of the Eternal God, with the foolishness and faultiness of
His creature man, even at his best, as in the case of Job. In the
twenty-sixth chapter, a special aspect of His glory is shown, in that
"He holdeth back the face of His throne, and spreadeth His cloud
upon it;" and, at the close of all that is revealed concerning His
wondrous working, we are told, "Lo, these are pads of His ways:
but how little a portion [Hebrew, 'whisper '] is heard of Him ~ but
the thunder of His power who can understand ~ " And, yet, in the
knowledge of this God, His creature man finds his deepest blessedness.
Though we cannot by searching find out God (Job xi. 7), yet we may
know Him to the extent in which He has been pleased to reveal
Himself to us, 3.nd such knowledge is eternal life. "Acquaint now
thyself with Him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto
thee. Receive, I pray thee, the law from His mouth, and lay up Hi;;
wordi'> in thine heart" (Job xxii. 21, 22). Though man cannot find
out for himself, yet he may know God, if his knowledge is gained from
the revealed Word of God: if his pride be humbled to receive the
law from God's mouth, and to lay up His words in the heart, a
knowledge may be attained which shall be sufficient, though not
complete; which shall save the soul, though it may leave the cravings
of the mind unsatisfied as to many things.
Thus, ~ve see that, while
pride is rebuked, the humble are made glad. In the Old Testament,
it was life eternal to know God, as then revealed, in the New
Testament, the same truth-not a new one-is enlarged in the words.
" This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent" (John xvii. 3).
Thus, we find here, as often elsewhere, the profoundest truths
concerning God's nature and dealings, which, if viewed in themselves,
would abash and discourage our souls, placed in the nearest relation
to words of promise and blessing to the humble soul that desires to
learn upon the conditions under which God declares Himself willing
to teach. Another example of this is found in the 36th Psalm, the
line of thought in which we may now profitably trace. "The transgression [or, rather "rebellion"] of the wicked saith* within his heart
[for such is the right reading, speaking there as an oracle of evil], that
there is no fear of God before his eyes." And he, being thus deceived,
"flattereth himself" in the successful continuance of his own evil, as
though God were not, as though death were a fable, as though evil
were good, as though judgment should never come. But what is the
character of that God who is thlis rejected, and, as it were, shut
out of His own world by rebellious man 1 His mercy, which is
boundless, "is in the heavens," and His limitless faithfulness
"reacheth unto the clouds;" His righteousness is as firm as the
"mountains," His judgments are "a great deep "-that is, we know
that what He does is right, but we cannot trace the reasons of it any
more than we can sound the mighty depths of a bottomless oc' ..c'.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -41·',1"

• The word "saith" is never used of common speech, but always of orach. ~r
announcements.-(De Burgh.)
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Here, then, we have His mercy, which comes so near to us, revealed
alongside of His judgments, which are an unfathomable deep. The
majesty which reveals itself, and the majesty which conceals itself,
stand forth side by side. But yet this great God, who refuses to yield
Himself to our puny sense, is the One who preserves us, and not only
us, but the beasts He has made, from moment to moment, and hour to
hour; and so excellent is His lovingkindness that the children of men
put their trust under the shadow of His wings. What words could
more set forth the kindness of God, or bring Him consciously nearer
ill the tenderest love and mercy to our souls 1 Only let us be satisfied
to receive God's goodness upon His own conditions; not rebelliously
to shut God out of our souls; nor to insist upon knowing that which
we ca-nnot and may not know, and we may yet find abundant satisfaction with the fatness of His house, and drink of the river of His
pleasures, seeing light in His light, that is to say, seeing truth, so
far as it is revealed, by the illumination of God, and being content
to leave in the dark that upon which His light hath not shin6d,
desiring only that His lovingkindness may continue to us (margin:
" draw out at length "-" develop "), and that His righteousness may be
shown to us in delivering us from the pride and the wickedness that
rules in the world around us.
But if, on the other hand, in frowardness of soul, we seek to
make terms with the Majesty of Heaven, as to what we shall know,
and. in what way; if, to use the words of modern Agnosticism, we
insist"Let chance sway hither and thither,
And the world be wrong or right,
Here, now, ere my sinews wither,
I wrestle with Infinite Might:
Where am I? What am I? Whither?
I will have fullest light,"
then we shall find that there i3 nothing before us except the fate,
the awful fate, of pride and wickedness described in the last verse:
"There [that is, in this lower world of sense, looked down upon from
the heavenly point of view which the children of faith are entitled by
God to take]-There are the workers of iniquity fallen [" into the
great deep of God's judgments," as an old writer says], they are Cflst
down, and shall not be able to rise."
Whether we consider God as revealed in the phenomena presented
by His works in nature, His dealings in providence, or in that fuller
revelation of Himself which He has given in His inspired Word, we
cannot fail to be struck with the fact that, alongside of revelation,
there is, in each case, reserve-a reserve which, indeed, becomes the
more manifest when viewed side by side 'with revelation; as the reality
of the revelation is more strikingly shown by the reserve which
accompanies it. The fact that God is revea.ling Himself is proved by
the fact that, wheLher in His works or His Word, He reveals but a
pa1't of Himself and His ways. It would seem that the condition of
all right learning, therefore, is an absolute and humble submission of
the mind to the conditions imposed by God; that truth shall be given
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only in partial measure; and that nothing which is unrevealed can be
learned by subtle induction from that which is revealed. "Secret
things belong unto the Lord our God: but those which are revealed
unt.o us and to our children for ever" (Deut. xxix. 29). In giving
to us, however, these "secret things," we are e\·erywhere made
conscious of the fact that the knowledge is partial and imperfect.
Even the inspired Apostle Paul recognized this characteristic of that
knowledge which he was able, as the vessel of inspiration, to convey to
the saints of God in his inspired teaching; and he links with himself
the other Apostles, whose teaching he regards as neither superior
nor inferior to his own: "So we preach, and so ye believed"
(1 Cor. H. 11), yet, adding, "we know in part, and we prophesy in
part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in
part shall be done away" (1 Cor. xiii. 9-10).
It is therefore a proof of the highest importance that nature has
been created, and is ordered by a Wisdom infinitely higher than ours,
that all we can learn by the study of its phenomena is partial and
incomplete; and they who have most deeply explored the secrets of
nature are the most ready to admit that the extent of our knowledge,
compared to that of our ignorance, is but as twinkling points of light
seen on the background of a midnight sky. A.nd, as regards Holy
Scripture, is not its silence as to so much, compared to its speech
about, comparatively, so little, the most remarkable evicience that it
emanates from the profound mind and sovereign will of the Infinite
God ~ Had a man, or any body of men, acting in collusion, sought
to put forth that collection of writings which make up the volume
of inspiration given by God, would they have left untouched so many
points of the deepest interest and importance to us, so many topics
concerning which our minds yearn to know more, and about which
we might have thought that it was both necessary and right that we
should be informed 1 Would they have left so many mysterious
intervals between revealed truths, and, especially, would they have
left unsolved, for the present, that chiefest mystery, parent of all
others, the origin and introduction of evil into the universe-a fact
which must ever seem to our puny intellects (until the mystery is
solved by the fuller revelation which eternity will bring) to be
inconsistent with the wisdom, love, and power of God 1 That the
Bible commences its story with, yea, builds its entire revelation upon
this unexplained truth, this secret thing belonging to the Lord our
God, which He has been pleased to reveal without making known the
reason for its permission, is, at once, an assertion of His own authority,
and a proof that the Scripture is from Himself. Sin and holiness,
life and death, immortality and everlasting destructioD, are all leading,
cardinal facts of God's revelation-foundations, indeed, upon which
the whole structure of revelation is built up; but there is not one of
them w~ich is fully elucidated; not one of them concerning which
we are told all that we might have been told, nor all that we often
yearn to know. We have to retire within the limits imposed upon
our knowledge in humble submission to the authority ot God, we have
to bow to His silence as we do to His speech: as we bow to that which
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He has beeu pleased to declare, so must we bow in all submissiveness
before His silence-the silence of reserve·-and own His majesty in
both alike. On no other condition can we learn anything. We often
have to remind our yearning hearts of the claims of His "terrible
majesty"-the majesty of reserve-that breathes in the words,
"Be still, and know that I am God" (Psalm xlvi. 10).
(To be cOlltimwd.)

PRECIOUS BLOOD.

"WE have boldness" (saith the Apostle) "to enter the holiest by
the blood of Jesus." Christ's death hath set open all :the golden gates
and doors of glory. 0 my soul, I see thou art poring over sins, thy
crimson sins, thy scarlet sins; but I would have thee dwell on that
crimson, scarlet blood of Christ. Oh, it is the blood of sprinkling; it
speaks better things than the blood of Abel; it cries for mercy, and
pardon, and refreshing, and salvation; thy sins cry, "Lord, do me
jUl'ltice against such a soul." But the blood of Christ hath another
cry: "I have been abased and humbled, and I have answered all."
Oh the honey, the sweet we may suck out of the blood of Christ!
Come lay to thy mouth and drink a hearty draught; it is this spirit~lal
wine that makes merry the heart of man, and it is the voice of ChrIst,
"Eat, 0 friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Sol.
Song v. l).-AmlYrose.

======
Turns OF NEED.
many are the trials, many are the conflicts, temptations, and
sorrows, which God's dear children must go through, before they can
, enter the kingdom of rest and joy. The world hates them, and carnal
professors will cast their reflections upon them; Satan is always laying
his plots to break their peace, and ensare their feet; and their own
hearts are deceitful and desperately wicked. None but God Himself
can maintain their faith and strengthen them in their spiritual conflicts;
and, blessed be His Name, as He freely began the work, He will as
freely and sovereignly carry it on. He made them the temple of the
Holy Ghost, whom Christ has assured shall abide with them for ever.
This sweet promise is worth ten thousand worlds. The Lord Jesus
Christ is essentially the throne of grace, for He is a glorious high
throne to His Father's house, on which all the vessels of mercy hang
for their supply.-S. Pearson.
VERY

" DEAD to sin," by profession, by obligation, by partaking of grace
for the slaying of sin. How shall we live in sin who have received
grace to die unto sin 1 Doubtless, we act most inconsistently, and
are more evil than others, if ~oe live in sin.
When a believer
sins, he revolts and rebels against such love, mercy, grace, light,
assistances, and deliverances as unbelievers have not found.-

Be1'1·idge.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
A ROYAL Pit0CLAMATION, issued last month, appoints a day for the
Coronation of their Majesties KING EDWARD VII. and QUEEN
ALEXANDRA, thus :-" Whereas we have resolved by the favour and
blessing of Almighty God to celebrate the said Solemnity upon
Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of June next, We do by this Our
Royal Proclamation, give notice thereof," et sic de creteris.-We
deeply deplore the decision of the BISHOP of LONDON (Dr. WINNINGTONINGRAM) to follow the example of his predecessor by inviting
Romanizing, Broad Church, and Evangelical clergymen and laymen to
meet at Fulham Palace to confer together-a Round Table Conference
-with a view of reconciling the opposing views entertained in the
Church of England on questions of doctrine and practice. Referring
to the subject last month, our Protestant contemporary, The English
Churchman, said :-" 'Confession' and' Absolution '-so long as the
former be made to God, and the latter sought through the merits
and mediation of ,Christ only-would be fit and profitable subjects
for· the consideration of any Christian Conference.
But from the
composition of the BISHOP of LONDON'S 'Round Table Conference,' to
be held at Fulham Palace at the end of the present month, we are
left in no doubt that these topics are to be discussed in relation to the
unscriptural claims of Sacerdotalism. The following are to take part
in the irregular and mischievous proceedings :-CANON AITKEN, CANON
BODY, D.D., the Rev. V. S. S. COLES, CANON CHILDE, LL.D., CANON
MOBERLY, D.D., Professor SWETE, D.D., CANON MASON, DoDo, CANON the
Hon. E. LYTTELTON, the DEAN of CHRIST CHURCH, the Rev. R. M. BEKsoN,
the Rev. T. W. DRURY, RD., the Rev. H. GEE, D.Do, the Rev. H.
WACE, D.Do, LORD HALIFAX, and CHANCELLOR P. V. SMITH." ·Writing
recently on the foregoing subject, Mr. WALTER WALSH says :-" It has
been decided that we are to have another Round Table Conference at
Fulham Palace, which will meet from December 30th till January 2nd,
and a few Evangelical Churchmen have been unwise enough to agree to
take part in the proceedings. The subject for consideration will be
, Confession and Absolution.' The Ohunk Times says it is a 'thorny
question, and that' From one subject of dispute between Churchmen
and non-Churchmen the members of the Round Table Conference are
debarred, and that is, whether Confession is lawful.' If this statement
be well founded, we are face to face with a very serious state of things.
No Evangelical member of the Conference will be allowed to deny that
Confession, as advocated by Ritualistic members, is lawful. It will be
remembered that at the last Fulham Conference CANON GORE asserted
that he would refuse to continue to take part in the proceedings, except
upon the understanding that the views on the Real Presence and the
Eucharistic Sacrifice held by the members of the Conference (which
included LORD HALIFAX) had a lawful place in the Church of England.
Now, it is important to definitely ascertain whether this second Con-
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ference is to be conducted on the unden-,tanding that every Protestant
member of the Conference shall acknowledge that that abomination of
abominations, A.uricular Confession, has a lawful place in the Church of
England. Of course, decided Protestants will object to this forthcoming
Round Table Conference altogether.
What concord can there be
between light and darkness on a subject in which the eternal salvation
of immortal souls is involved ~ There, happily, seems to have been a
difficulty in getting a sufficient supply of Evangelicals to sit at the
Conference. A.ll but one of the Evangelical members of the last
Conference have fallen off, as though they had had enough of it, and
the three who have agreed to try to come to an agreement with the
enemies of the Gospel will not represent the views of the overwhelming
majority of Evangelical Churchmen, who simply detest the main
idea on which the Conference is founded. The Conference will consist,
so far as I cau make out from the list published in the London
Diocesan Magazine, of six Ritualists and High Churchmen, one Broad
Churchman, and five who are, more or less, Evangelical. It, is
apparently expeeted that LORD HALIFAx, 'FATHER' BENSON, and CANON
BODY will be able to convince the Protestants that they are all substantially agreed on Auricular Confession and Priestly Absolution. I
believe it to be an nnholy alliance, which will neither promote the
glory of God nor the good of His Chmch. To the Evangelicals
amongst them I would \ll'ge the Christian duty of 'sepamtion.' 'Come
out from amongst them, and touch not the unclean thing '-Auricular
Confession-in any shape or form."-1YIr. JOHN KENSIT has addressed
a Manifesto to the Archbishops and Bishops deploring the unchecked
spread of Romanizing practices and sacerdotal teaching in the National
Church, and respectfully warning them that the continued toleration
by their Lordships of the scandal will render necessary the renewal of
public protests in some of the offending churches. Mr. KEN SIT has for some
time abstained from making demonstrations against _-\.nglo-Popery in
churches. in hope that the Bishops-already duly warned by Parlia,
ment-would take efficient steps to arrest the spiritual plague.
Referring to this matter, the English Chunhman has the following
timely remarks :--" The utter failure of the Bishops in the performance of the duties for which their Consecration vows made 'hem
responsible will, Mr. KENSIT fears, bring about the recrudescence of
popular demonstrations against Sacerdotalism, for the occurrence of
which the Episcopate will have made itself chargeable. The
assembling of Parliament in little more than a month hence,
will afford an important opportunity to call attention to the culpable inaction of the Bishops, but before that date it seems probable,
from the )'lanifesto sent to their Lordships, popular indignation
may make its voice distinctly audible. No greater mistake of its
kind was ever made than that committed by the ARCHBISHOP of
CANTERBURY when he likened the Protestant Movement of the past
few years to a fire of straw which would rapidly burn itself out.
On the contrary, like the 'candle' ignited by the noble Protestant
Bishops, in the fires of martyrdom at Oxford, which has 'never
been put out' for three centuries and a half, the flame of
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Protestantism in the hearts of millions of Englishmen is an inextinguishable reality, and a force which at any moment may
break forth with irresistible effect. Neither statesmen nor Church
dignitaries can with impunity afford to trifle with the conscientious
convictions, or to trespass upon the rights and liberties, of English
Protestants. Either judicial blindness or partizan zeal in our rulers
is slowly but certainly leading up to a final conflict between the
British Democracy-which is, at least, traditionally 'Protestant , and the powers which have betrayed the cause of the 'blessed'
Reformation, and sold the birthright of the people into the hands
of an intolerable and intolerant Hierarchy."-Two of the Itinerant
Evangelists of the Society for Irish Church Missions report having
sold in a recent tour of six weeks a total of 1,648 missionary
publications, including 239 Testaments. They visited twenty fairs
and markets and colporteured in several villages. 'rhis work is
rendered more and more necessary by reason of the extensive circulation
of "Catholic Truth" publications among the Irish peasantry.We are glad to learn that in memory of the late Rev. TALBoT GREAVES,
formerly Vicar of Trinity Church, Torquay, t.han whom no one in later
times more powerfully perpetuated the eloquence and influence of the
period when McNEILL, CLOSE, and STOWELI, led the Protestant platform,
a tablet has just been erected at Torquay. It is placed within the
entrance of the church which he built there, and is thus inscribed:"In grateful memory of the Rev. TALBOT ADEN LEY GREAVES, M.A.,
who died February 20th, 1899. He was for some time Minister of
Holy Trinity Chapel-of-Ease, and procured the constitution of the
separate parish. With the aid of loving friends he enriched this Church,
in which, as at. Weymouth and Clifton, he I\'on to Christ, and fed many
souls by the exposition of the Gospel of the glory of the Blessed God,
and steadfastly maintained the Protestant principles of the Reformed
Church of England. 'Remember them that had the rule over you,
which spake unto you the Word of God; and. considering the issue
of their life, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday
and to-day, yea, and for ever'" (R.V.).-A "Petition of Right," signed
by Captain A. W. COBHAM, Chairman, and Mr. HENRY MILLER,
Secretary, of the Church Association, has been la~d before the KING, praying that the" Letters Maudatory for the Confirmation, Investiture, and
Consecration of CANON GORE as BISHOP of WORCESTER may not be
issued." The grounds of objection are, first, that he has "both
orally, and by writing, deliberately made use of language calculated
to cause pain and distress to, as well as shake the faith of, many
earnest believers, thereby causing sca.ndal and creating division and
strife in our Church;" and, secondly, that he had been a member
of such Ritualistic societies as the C.B.S, and E.C. U.
WHY does a Christian sorrow for sin, when it is perfectly atoned
for by the blood of Jesus, and freely and fully forgiven by the grace
of God ~ Because he cannot forgive himself for sinning against such
love and such grace.-Mason.
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THE FAMILY OF GOD.

No doubt there are other names for the saints besides this one,
but none of them express what this is intended to do. God calls
them His flock, which implies tender watchfulness on His part, and
dependant helplessness on theirs.
He calls them a vine, denoting
their oneuess, as well as the unceasing nourishment that is ever
circulating through them from the parent stem. He calls them a
temple, signifying their compactness of structure, symmetry of design,
beauty of form, and, above all, fitness for the inhabitation and
worship of J ehovah. He calls them a body, to set forth, not merely
their comely proportions, but their marvellous unity and conscious
vitality of being, as well as the closeness of the binding tie, and theil'
various serviceableness to each other. lIe calls them a city, intimating
their happy community of privileges and rights and well-ordered
government. He calls them a kingdom, as expressive of their high
and honourable estate, of the royalty, the glory, the dominion of which
they have been made the heirs.
But various and expressive as are these well-known names, they are
still imperfect.
They describe, as it were, only the outer circles,
each name a circle of its own. But the inner circle-the inner region
of our spiritual being-they do not touch upon. It is that well-known
word, that magic name, a family, which alone can express all that God
sees of what is comely and loveable in the Church of Christ, into
which He is pouring His love, through which He delights to see that
love circulate unhindered, and out of which He expects that love to
flow abroad.
There is one thing that strikes us much concerning this family. It
is the way in which Christ speaks of the special interest He takes in
each member. "Those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and none of
them is lost." Truly it is a rersonal and peculiar attachment to each
member. Do we not lose much by furgetting this? It is with a
family as with the sun in the firmament. It is the property of all,
and yet each has the whole of it. .Even so with Jehovah, our heavenly
Fft.ther; even so with Jesus, our elder Brother, His is a special,
personal, peculiar love, just as if He loved no other, but had His whole
heart to spare for us. His is a minute and watchful care, bending
over each, day and night, as if He had no other to care for. How
sweet to think that each of us is the special object of such personal
attachment, the peculiar object of such unwearied vigilance. What
manner of love is this! Now we believe and are sure that we shall
be fully cared for, and not one want or sorrow overlooked.
Now
we know that all things shall work together for our good, and that
the end of everything which befalls us here shall be light and glory
for ever!
"I know the thoughts that I think towards you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end."
"As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you."
"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him."-Homtius Bonar.
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A VOICE FROM THE ANTIPODES.
To the E,1ito1' of the Gospel N[agazine.

My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRISl',--:-Grace be multiplied unto you
abundantly.
Though strangers III the flesh, and separated by
thousands of miles, yet are we one in spirit. I have long known and
loved you in the Lord and His truth, and your untiring labours by
tongue and pen to proclaim a Covenant salvation for a Covenant
people, through Covenant love and blood, to the praise, and honour, and
glory of our Covenant Jehovah ; also your sterling Protestant principles,
which I esteem very highly. So few seem to really understand Home, or
make any decided stand against her. May the Lord strengthen you,
and long spare and uphold you in your labours to His glory. I
have taken the liberty of sending :rou a copy of the Memoir of my
late esteemed friend and pastor, Mr. D. ALLEN. I do not know if you
have heard of him, if not, by this you may form a little acquaintance
with him. Your predecessor, the late beloved Dr. DOUDNEY, sometimes corresponded with him, and took a kind interest in his work,
and gave a favourable review of some of his writings, and at the time
of his decease gave an affectionate tribute to his memory in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE; which monthly I always hail with delight, and to
which several of my friends are subscribers, who furnish me with their
back numbers for distribution in the State Asylums for aged and
infirm, which I visit weekly, and where there are some lovers of truth
who read them with pleasure.
Of my dear brothel' ALLEN I need say but little; the Memoir, though
not as complete as I would wish, must speak for itself. I have sent it
that you may have another instance of what sovereign grace has
done in choosing and raising up one from the humbler ranks to place
him among the "valiant men of Israel," making him J, faithful
preacher of the distinguishing truths or the Gospel of Christ for so
many years, and the fearless, faithful witness he was against the
modern Babylon, which is the sworn and implacable enemy of the
Gospel, as well as of our national liberties. His lectures and writings
were very many and powerful, so that Rome trembled here.
If the Lord shall lead you to take some notice of the book in your
Reviews, I shall be glad. You will find many mistakes and much
inability, which I hope your goodness will overlook and pardon.
Praying the Lord to be with and bless you much in your la1:lours,
which are many, I subscribe myself,
Yours affectionately in Him
Paddington, Sydney, N.S. W.,
FREDERlCK BEEDEL,
October 22nd, 1901.
[Many thanks, brother.
pleasure.-ED.]

Your wishes shall be carried out with
E
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GRACIOUS ANOINTINGS.
1'0 the EditOT of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-I have quite recently come across the following notes,
which were written some time ago, under one of the most gracious
sear,ons of spiritual blessing and enlargement of soul I remember to
have been favoured to enjoy. In their reperusal, having found refreshment of spirit, I looked up prayerfully to the Lord the Holy Spirit
for guidance as to whether I should send to yOIl 01' not; in response
thereto I received this word (I trust), "Gather IIp the fragments
that remain, that nothing be lost." I therefore venture to send them,
praying that our Lord will incline your heart according to His will
in their disposal, whether to give to the Church, or consign to the
waste basket; and if the former, that His blessing may rest upon
them. Ere 1 proceed, however, let me once more thank you for, as
our Lord's honoured servant, the clean and wholesome proyencler He
enables you to give us through the pages of the clear GOSPEL
lVIAGAZINE, which is often as sweet and illvigorating "fresh oil " to my
soul, as Christ, the preciolls Lamb of l;ocl is uplifted and exalted, and
we as sinners 3rcJ laid low.
May Oll!' Lord long spare you, if it
be His will, still to minister to His poor and needy flock, and serve
Him whose service is the most delightful on eal,th.
Some days prior to making the notes I had had these words continually on the mind, "Unto you is the word of this salvation sent,"
and I was kept watchful for the application of some other portion of
God's Word, as this did not seem impressed with weight of its own. I
searched the Word in something like this spirit: "I will stand llpon my
watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what He \yill
say nnto me; " but like the dove, I fonnd no solid resting-place until it
pleased the Holy Spirit to sweetly arrest the mind \\-ith that precious
portion found in Isaiah xl. 2, "Cry unto her that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath receind of the
Lord's hand danule for all her sins; " at first in so sweet and gent,le a
manner, like the dew on the mown grass, aftel'\',ards like rain that
waters the earth, and finally ill sho\\-ers of blessing, poured \\-ith living
power into my soul from on high; the ,,-hole Bible seemed to abonnd
with most precious "doubles," secured and procured for us by our
precious Jel:ius, which, if the Lord help me, I will endeavonr to
state as they were opened up to the mind. First, as the result of the
love, choice, purch'l.se, and power of our Triune God, we ha ye the allimportant "doublE'," repentance and forgiYeness, _-\cts v. 31, "Him
hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a SaYiour, for to
give repentance to Israel, and forgiYeness of sins." 'Yhat a blessed
.. double" is this for all brought to experience it; for does it not mean
that the prey is taken from the mighty, and the lawful captive deliyered 1
It is the opening of the prison to them that are bound, it is sight to
the blind.
'rhen our eyes are opened to see, and our hearts
to understand, first, the dreadful condition in \yhich sin has placed us
before God, and Jesus as the only hope or help for us; and His merits
the only refuge for our sin-smitten souls, and hiding-place from the

51

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

wrathful claims of a righteous law. Another sweet" double" IS found
in Romans v. 2-faith and hope. Faith the hand with which,
through the Spirit's power, we are enabled to lay hold of the
promise, and plead and wrestle for its fulfilment, as the Word
of our immutable God, when applied to our hearts as suited
and adapted to our ever variable nevels; thus we prove and test the
faithfulness of our promise-performing God, often in a marvellous way,
and frequently through great and heavy trials. Then" Hope is as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that
within the veil:" as if-yea, it is so-good hope is the tethering link
between the soul and Christ-her All is Himself, her every aspiration is
centred there, bound up with and in our blest Emmanuel. This recalls
another" double "-unity, or oneness. J oh!l xvii. 21, 23: "That they
all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee, that they alw
may be one in us: I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made
perfect in one."
Then, as the result of oneness, follows thE;
"double" of discipline and fruitfulness. The flesh shrinks from the
former, but what renewed believer in his right mind would escape the rod
and its effectual results, by which self falls, sin is hated and subdued,
and Christ endeared 1 Oh, to think that such a sinner should be grafted
into the Living Vine, and live, flourish, and grow, through union with
Him, derive all her sap and nourishment from Himself. May we seek
more and more to " abide" in Christ, grow up into Him in all things,
<tnd be kept by His almighty power, on the right hand and on the left.
We are in an enemy's country, and have an evil heart in league with
our most inveterate foe, namely, self, which is most insidious, and the
one by which our arch foe more easily overcomes us. Oh for more
watchfulness against sin, both within and without! How often by a
careless word are we ensnared and entangled ere we are aware, and
have to go softly with mourning and sighing over our sin and folly!
That beautiful 8th of Romans is full of most precious" doubles."
"No condemnation" and" no separation." vVhat a deep coucheth
beneath these expressions, which it is quite impossible for us to
sound, on this side of glory, especially with a conscious sense of our
exceeding sinfulness upon the heart, and we feel that we deserve only
condemnation and banishment; but how it magnifies the
power of that grace that will save, and enhances the preciousness of that most precious blood that cleanseth from all sin! It
has pleased the Lord to show me the awful power and exceeding
sinfulness of sin in an increased measure of late, hence the blessed
and rich suitability of this portion, on which my soul has been helped
to feast; and which has indeed been great good news t.o a great sinner,
who, though forgiven and pardoned for Jesus' sake, cannot forgive
herself. In the 17th verse we get another" double," which our poor
finite minds cannot grasp in any degree of fulness-" Heirs of God,
and joint heirs with Christ." How stupendous the thought! who can
conceive a tenth of what this implies 1 The Apostle well says, it hath
not entered into the heart of man to conceive what God hath prepared
for them that love Him. In the 29th verse we catch a glimpse of
the glory that awaits us, as we contemplate a little what it means
E

2
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to be fully conformed to our divine Lord's blessed image.-be with
alld like Him for ever. Here we are being prepared, polished, and
made meet for His blest companionship; and oh, we bless Him for
the processes by which this is accomplished, and often wonder at the
pains and care He takes to ripen us for glory; and we thankfully
adore the love that has separated and cut us ofI' from the world that
lieth in the wicked one. Truly, "heaven is a prepared place for a
prepared people." Nor could heaven be heaven otherwise. We meet
constantly with those about us, who. because they are moral and
upright before their fellow men, and in their deportment before the world,
fondly think, if they give it a passing thought, that being so good, as
they imagine, they will go to heaven! But no; however refined,
moral, or just such may be, if without God-as is but too clear,
alas i-they are, on the authority of Holy Writ, without hope.. Oh,
how often does the heart raise a cry on their behalf as we contemplate their awful condition. The devil does not mind how white and
clean the outside appears, so long as he sits enthroned in the heart,
and a Greater than he does not despoil him of his prey. Oh, bless our
God, ye His chosen children, that He has called you out from an
ungodly world; and let ns pray that we may be kept very separate
therefrom-in the world, but not of it. Children of the light, and of
the day, who are travellers to the home above, whose citizenship is
In heaven, only strangers and pilgrims here, a few more pains, a few
more sorrows, and we shall enjoy the second "double" of grace, even the
tull fruition of everlasting glory.
"There we shall bathe our weary souls
In seas of heavenly rest,
And not a wave of trouble roll
Across our peaceful breast."
Down here the suffering is a part of the legacy (see 17th Yerse),
"If so be that we suffer ,with Him, that we may be also
glorified together." And the one is as sure to all the seed royal as
the other, in one form or another. " For if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards and not sons."
A most solemn Scripture, which may well lead to searching of heart
before God. I know by experience that the path to the kingdom
is through much tribulation, and also that therein is often enjoyed
true fellowship with our suffering Lord. Indeed, very many of my
trials seem to have been channels for this great purpose; and as the
heart has been drawn from self to Him, we have fallen at His blessed
feet, and, in feeling, bathed them with our tears, in true heartfelt
humility and brokenness of spirit; and been melted into nothingness
before Him. This has been the blessed" afterwards" which has worked
the fruits of righteousness, and our God has been exalted, praised, and
adored, even in the furnace, though very painful to the flesh. I believe
also through these things we grow and thrive heaJthfully, from a
spiritual standpoint, because we are kept little and 101V in self, and
Christ is All in all. Of our great Captain it is written that He was
made perfect through iiiufferings (Heb. ii. 10); lllay we not hope for
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like sanctifying effects in some humble measure 1 This reminds me of
another Scripture, which, in suffering fellowship, has many times been a
great comfort, namely, "And fill up that which is behind of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh, for His body's sake, which is the
Church" (Col. i. 24). Now, we know that His work was perfect when
He uttered those glorious words, "It is finished." All the curse due
to the whole elect body-the Church-was for ever removed,
because a full and complete atonement had been made, and a full
redemption price been paid. The )aw had been perfectly fulfilled
in all its jots and tittles, and that in a most blessed
" double" sense; for He rendered Divine as well as human obedience
and begins to honour and keep it just as we begin to break it, even
from His birth, thus bringing in an everlasting righteousness, which
the Apostle Paul, in this same Epistle, calls "the righteousness of
God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them
that believe" (Rom. iii. 23> The poet expresses it beautifully" The Spirit wrought my faith and love,
And hope and every grace;
But Jesus spent His life to work
The robe of righteousness."
Dear

KENT

also phrases it forcibly"To feel thy shame and nakedness,
Will make thee love that glorious dress,
That sets from condemnati(\n free,
And from the cursE' delivers thee.
"Without a seam this garment's wove,
Bequeathed in everlasting love;
Ere time began, designed to be
A royal robe to cover thee.
" We seek no other blood or name
To cleanse our guilt and hide our shame,
But that wrought out by Christ the Son,
Which God imputes and faith puts on."

Every attribute of a just and holy as well as a merciful God was
honoured on Calvary's rugged tree, when He by one offering perfected
for ever them that are sanctified; and the Covenant entered into
in eternity past by the great sacred Three, which was ordered in all
things and sure, was signed, and sealed, and ratified with blood, which
brings in the blessed "double" of all our hope, namely, the blood and
righteousness of our glorious Substitute. So the Apostle could be
making no allusion to His great salvation work in speaking of that
which is "behind," and I can conceive no other meaning but
that of the work in our souls, which through the trials, tribulations, sorrows, and sufferings, fashion us for the inheritance
of the saints in light, which I think also Colossians i, 11, 12,
bears out. I think also by these things the soul becomes perfected,
strengthened, settled, or established in Christ experimentally, and
thus "all things work together for good to them that love q.od,
to them who are the called according to His purpose." The Apostle
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Peter writes beautifully on this subject; He says, "Rejoice, inasmuch
as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy." I am sure
there are many spots (even here), when in my heavenward pathway I
have tasted sweet sips of the exceeding joy. What, then, will full
draughts be from the fountain above 7 We have also many other
precious "doubles" scattered throughout the Word of our God,
several of which have occurred to ':.he mind with savour, dew,
and unction.
'1'he Epistle to the Ephesians is full of marrow
and fatness, notably the second chapter: in the fourth and fifth verses,
I think we have grace in purpose; eighth verse, grace in manifestation;
sixth verse, "we are raised up together, and made to sit together in
heavenly placeR in Christ Jesus;" thirteenth verse, once far off, "now
made nigh by the blood of Christ;" nineteenth verse, a "douhle"
negative, "no more strangers and foreigners," and a "double" positive,
"but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;"
21st and 22nd verses, we are builded and fitl)' framed together, " for
an habitation of God through the Spirit." How full of Christ and His
great salvation work is this whole chapter, the sacred "double," which
embodies all the rest and secures every Covenant mercy we enjoy.
Praying for you every good thing according to the purposes of
mercy our God has designed for the new year,
I beg to remain, yours in Christ,
Ealing.
" A SPARROW ALONE."
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
WE have received from Mr. BRIDER (Campbell Road, Salisbury) the
twenty-eighth Annual Report of the above invaluable :'1ission,
founded by his revered father, and after his death carried on by
his widowed mother.
Our readers know how deep was the interest
taken in this practical effort to spread the koowledge of the freegrace Gospel of Christ among our sailors and soldiers-all the
world over-by the late Rev. Dr. DOUDKEY. They also know that
the present EDITOR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE takes an equally li,ely
interest in the Mission, now conducted (without salary) by a de,oted
son of the dear servants of Christ who now rest from their labours.
Month by month, a letter appears in our columns from :'11'.
BRIDERj telling of the blessing of GOD on the "Gospel Book
Mission." And now, in the hope of further stimulating the usefulness of the good work, we reprint, in full, the Report of the
Mission year, ending September 30th, 1901.
It is only right to remark that Mr. BRIDER takes no salary for
his labours. The LORD supplies His servant's needs by laying it
on the hearts of those who love the pure Gospel of sovereign grace,
to minister to him of their substance for the Truth's sake.
TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT.
DEAR FRIENDS,-We again address you, being brought to the
close' of another year's work. We desire to record what has been
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done and how God has blessed us. In these solemn days how
great the mercy if led by God to stand waiting for His word.
"I
will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, anu will
watch what He will say unto me" (Hab. ii. 1).
Such is onr
position, in our soul being buffeted by strong temptations and the
fiery darts of the wicked, we are kept by our Covenant God waiting upon Him. The Psalmist ,said: How sweet are Thy words
unto my taste" (Psalm cxix. 103). This is the desire of the
seeking soul-ThJl words, and when they are spoken to the heart,
how sweet they prove. Do you not, dear friends, find it so ~ How
can it be otherwise with the affiicted family of God ~ They are
poor and needy, but the Lord thinketh upon them.
We proclaim a Covenant Salvation for a Covenant People. " This
people have I formed for Myself; they shall show forth My praise
(Isaiah xliii. 21). There is a set time for all God's Covenant favoms
In His dealings with His blood-bought, eternally-chosen people He
"worketh all things after the counsel of His own will (Eph. i. 11).
It is our blessed privilege to send forth the "word of truth ,.
This is a day of chaff, and it is even more than ever important to
stand by" all the counsel of God;" Arminianism, Rationalism,
Ritualism, and Romanism abound on every hand. But what saith
our Lord and Master ~ "Every plant which my heavenly Father
hath not planted shall be rooted up" (Matt. xv. 13). Therefore,
may we, by grace, stand by the "old paths," for there only will
the family of God find rest to their souls.
The following parcels have been sent away during the year:1st quarter.
2nd
"
3rd
"
4th

Oct.-Dec.
Jan-March ...
April-June ...
July-Sept.,

cwts. <]rs. Ibs.
7 3 13
27
1
15
1
18
14
10
3
9

No.
210
184
228
160

782

Tons

2

8

2

11

Amongst others these tracts have been published: Scri7Jtnre,
{:Jems, tIold Fast, The P.reciousness (If Chri8t, The Blood of Jesus,
Slceet Thou:lltt8, &c.
Our warmest thanks are again due to Rev. J. ORMlSTON for his
great kindness in inserting numerous letters in the GOSPEL MAGAZIJo>E
during another year. Mr. T. HULL has given 375 copies of Sower and
Gleaner monthly. Mr. M. J. TRYON has gi,en 100 copies of Sermons
monthly. }Ir. A. J. BAxTER has given large numbers of Gospel
Advomte monthly. Mr. T. LAwsoN has given large numbers of
Protestant Echo monthly. Miss R. CowELr, has given 100 copies of
Imperial Protestant Federation has
Memorials of' a Gmcious Lite.
Mrs.
given 20 copies of Secret History of the O:rford Movement.
VVAKELEY has given large numbers of Gospel Banner. And numerous
friends have given various magazines, such as Gospel StandMd, GaSPEr,
MAGAZINE, &c. We very heartily thank all kind friends who have
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helped us and ask a continuance of their kind aid. Great is the need
in this our day.
As carrying on the work, we take no salary from the Mission funds
neither possess any private means whatever. ",Ve mention this personal
matter as we are wholly dependent upon the Lord for the support of
oursel ves in the things pertaining to this life. We gratefully thank
those who have kindly remembered our personal necessities. Many of
our personal friends have passed to their eternal home. Contributions
for the Mission work or for the personal needs of ourselYes are most
thankfully received. " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me" (Matt. xxv. 40).

To the Editor of the Gos'pel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Being brought to the close of the year and the opening
of another, we are reminded how soon W9 must be removed from this timestate. What solemn consideration is this to do what we can while it is
day. In the Mission work we are circnlating llluch gO'Jd literature
amongst our soldiers and sailors, and h>1,ve much cause for thankfulness
lo God. Many of our helpers having been called away by death to
their eternal home, we would be glad of the help of fresh subscribers in
their place, if the Lord will. It is our mercy to know that He watches
over all the concerns of His people, both temporal and spiritnal, Unto
Zion He says, "Thou art My people," and this people He is pledged to
bring to glory. Not one can be left behind. They are all kept by the
power of God.
" By faith I see the land,
The port of endless rest;
My soul, thy sails expand,
And fly to Jesu's breast!
Oh may I reach the heavenly shore
Where winds and waves distress no more."
The following letter from China has just reached me : DEAR MR. BRIDEF,-The literature you send so regularly is extremely
lserul and acceptable, especially in these days when Roman Catholicism
ilgaining such hold, especially in the Navy. We have 'quite a nnmber
Jf the Roman Catholics come into our Institute, and I spread your books
ont on our tables, and they cannot fail to come across some. We do not
diskibU'e them, but lay them about on our reading tables, and have some
hundred~ of men out and in when they are ashore, so that more is
accomplished in this way than by circulation. I am glad to have this
opportunity of thanking you for sending the books and pamphlets, and
hope you will continue to do so. I am glad to say that many ladl! have
been blessed through the work here, for which we thank God.
Praying that God's blessing may rest upon you abundantly in the
coming year,
Yours sincerely,
Campbell Road, Salisbm'y, December, 1901.
R. E. BRIDER.
'}'o be in Christ
above.-Dyer.

IS

heaven below, and to be with Christ is heaven
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J} Rssing ®hents.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
IT was to have been hoped that the beginning of the New Year would
have been marked by the cessation of the warfare in South Africa;
that, however, can scarcely now be the case; but there are, happily,
additional signs that the contest is drawing to a close; our opponents
are evidently becoming tired of it, and approaching the end of their
resources; many of them have enlisted in our service, and are fighting
vigorously against their former comrades in arms; and large numbers
of refugees are returning to their homes in the Transvaal and Orange
River Colony, and are resuming their former occupations; so that
there is every reason to expect that ere long the hope of peace will be
fulfilled.
THE great imperial tour of the PRINCE and PRINCESS of WALES was
brought to a fitting close by a splendid banquet in the Mansion House,
at the invitation of the LORD MAYOR of LONDON, when a very remarkable and most appropriate speech was made by the PRINCE of W AI,ES.
The speeches which his ROYAL HII1HllESS has made on several occasions
during his long tour have been singularly wise and appropriate, and
marked by sound common sense, and this one is of the same kind.
In it the PRINCE said :-" If I were asked to specify any particular
impressions derived from our journey, I should unhesitatingly place
before all others that of loyalty to the Crown, and of attachment to
the old country; and it was touching to hear the invariable
references to 'home,' even from the lips of those who never had been
or were ever likely to be in these islands. And with this loyalty
was unmistakeable evidence of the consciousness of strength, of a true
and living membership in the Empire, and of power and readiness to
share the burden and responsibility of that membership. And were I
to seek for the causes which have created and fostered this spirit,
I should venture to attribute them, in a very large degree, to the
life and example of our late beloved SOVEREIG~
No one who
had the privilege of enjoying the experiences which we have had
during our tour could fail to be struck with one all-pervading and
pressing demand--the want of population. Even in the oldest of our
Colonies there were abundant signs of this need. Boundless tracts
of country yet unexplored, hidden mineral wealth calling for development, vast expanses of virgin soil ready to yield profitable crops to
the settlers. And thcse can be enjoyed under conditions of healthy
living, liberal laws, free institutions, in exchange for the overcrowded
cities and the almost hopeless struggle for existence, which, alas! too
often is the lot of many in the old country. But one condition, and
one only, is made by our Colonial brethren, and that is, 'Send us
suitable emigrants.' I would go further, and appeal to my fellowcountrymen at home to prove the strength of the attachment of the
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motherland to her children by sending to them only of her best. By
this means we may still further strengthen, or at all events pass on
unimpaired, that pride of race, that unity of sentiment and purpose,
that feeling of common loyalty and obligation, which knit together and
alone can maintain the. integrity of our Empire." This speech evidently made a great impression, and the London Court of Common
Council has ordered 25,000 copies of it to be printed in pamphlet form,
and circulated throughout the United Kingdom, the Colonies, and
India. It would, indeed, be an immense advantage if many thousands
of our poor people who are now, it may be truly said, engaged in the
" almost hopeless struggle for existence in our overcrowded cities," could
emigrate to suitable places in our extensive colonies, and begin life
again amidst far more happy, healthy, and hopeful surroundings. At
present a large number of our people who emigrate go to foreign
lands, where they are practically lost to us nationally, and where
they are not likely to enjoy nearly the advantages which they could
enjoy in our own colonies.
AMIDST many things in our land which are much to be regretted,
it is pleasing to notice that there has been for some years a steady
decrease in crime. The statistics are remarkable. Whereas in 1868
there were 101,369 serious crimes committed, last year, with a
largely increased population, there were only 76,025. Taking the
years from 1880, in equal periods-in the first five years there was an
average of 96,780 crimes per annum; in the next five years, 86,903;
in the next, 83,831; and in the last, 79,459. These serious crimes
consist chiefly of offences against property. This is a very satisfactory
Rtate of things, and if it were not for the prevalence of drunkenness,
the improvement would certainly be far more marked. On the
other hand, it is not satisfactory to notice that the number of minor
offences has rather increased, although, as they appear to include such
comparatively unimportant matters as breaches of the Education Acts,
and contraventions of the police regulations, they are not nearly of
such consequence as the serious crimes are. The diminution in crime
ought to be a great enconragement to all those who labour in any
way for the improvement of our population, and the right education of
our children, showing- that their labour is not iu vain.

ANOTHER interesting fact which may be gathered from official
statistics is that during the last sixty years the annual mortality
due to consumption has been reduced from thirty-eight per thousand
living in 1838 to thirteen per thousand living in 1899, a saving of
about seventy-five thousand lives per annum. Sanatoria are springing
np not alone for those who can afford to pay, but for the gratuitous
treatment of the poor; the people are slowly learning that air and
light are the chief enemies of disease; and in time, perhaps. the
important fact that the human sputum is the chief agent by which
consumption is disseminated will be taught, as it ought to be taught,
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throughout the land. In the United States an official attempt is
being made to prevent the immigration of any persons who exhibit
signs of consumption; but it would probably be much wiser if official
efforts were made to discover and make known the causes of the disease.
Dr. LONGHURST affirms that one of its chief causes is alcoholism. He
gives statistics which seem fully to justify his statement, amongst them
the fact that barmen head the list of patients attacked by it in an
incurable manner.
IT is surprising sometimes to see how prominent Romanists and
Ritualists depend upon the ignorance of their followers in quoting,
or pretending to quote, from God's Word. They probably know very
well how great that ignorance is, and they are not afraid that their
followers will take the trouble to verify their quotations. A striking
instance of this has just occurred. A Requiem Mass was celebrated
in the Romanist Pro-Cathedral at Kensington, for "the repose of the
souls" of the Roman Catholic officers and men who have fallen in
the War in South Africa; and CARDINAJJ VAUGHAN, being UIJable to
attend it, through illness, wrote a letter which was publicly read
upon the occasion, stating that "those who fight in war are generally
better prepared to meet their God than those who are suddenly carried
off in times of peace and pleasure," but that "they need and claim
our prayers." "Let ns, therefore," wrote the CARDINAL, "remember,
in the words oj the Holy Ghost, that it is a holy and wholesome thought to
pray for the dead that they be loosed j1'om thei1' sins." The CARDINAL
made this statement as if he were quoting words which are to be
found in the Holy Scriptures; but we need scarcely remind our readers
that there are no such words to be found there. The Holy Ghost-so
far as we know-never said any such thing; and either CARDINAL
VAUGHAN must be grossly ignorant of the Holy Scriptures, or else he
depends upon the gross ignorance of those to whom his remarks were
addressed. " The entrance of Thy Word giveth light," but without it
there is darkness, and in that d<trkness multitudes are easily led
astray.
THE same Romish Cardinal has just published a singular book,
which may be a soul-trap to many persons unless they are putf.upon
their guard. It is entitled Roads to Rome, and it professes to be the
personal records of some of the more recent perverts to Romanism. In
an able review of this book, the Editor of the English Churchman
says :-" The' roads' pursued Romewards by these sixty-five neophytes
are remarkable in some details for their similarity, while their start~
points are distinctly identicaL The common origin of those processes
of thought and conviction which eventually conducted the subjects of
them into the Papal fold is seen to be the Sacerdotal teaching and
training peculiar to the late Dr. PUSEY, his earlier Oxford allies, and
t heir still more zealous Romanizing successors. By far the majority
of the 'men and women of educll.tion,' whose accession~:toa, the Roman
ranks Dr. VAUGHAN jubilantly celebrates, had been indoctrinated with

60

The Gospel Mag-azine.

the high Sacramentarian theories and Sacerdotal dogmas, systematically inculcated by the 'Anglo-Catholic' priesthood." And,-we may
add,-one of the most prominent features of the teaching of that
priesthood, is the manner in which it ignores God's Word, and sub·
stitutes for it the doctrines of men.
A correspondent of the BeerYI'd
, suggests that it would be very desirable for some competent person to
bring out a counter volume entitled, "Roads from Rome," for he thinks
that it would be a far more interesting and profitable book. We should
much like to see this suggestion carried out.
IT is gratifying to observe that in addition to our own Bible
Societies, the American Bible Society is doing a great work in
circulating the Holy Scriptures both in the United States and
abroad. Its report for 1900 shows that its total issues for the year
at home and .abroad amount to 1,554,128 copies, We are glad to see
the notable increase of 147,327 over the previous year.
Of these,
580,513 were distributed in the United States, and 973,615 in foreign
lands-an increase of 141,118 in the foreign distribution. It is
gratifying to note that while the increase is so largely foreign, yet
there has also been a growth in the domestic distribution. More than
half of the issues were printed at the Bible House, New York. Of
the remainder, a large part were printed in Syria, Turkey, Siam,
China, and Japan. The total issues of the Society during eighty-five
years amount to 68,923,434.
A VERY important feature in modern missionary work is the
employment of converted native!:! as pastors and teachers to their own
countrymen, and this feature is happily becoming increasingly
developed. It is very marked in the case of the Church .JIissionary
Society, for whereas, during the first half century of its existence
only twelve natives of the countries iu which that Society works were
ordained to the ministry; in t,he second half·century 566 were
ordained. There are now in Holy Orders, ministering to congregations
of their own countrymen, 61 natives of 'Vest Africa, 3 of East Africa,
28 of Uganda, 11 of Palestine, 1 of Persia, 166 of India (including
those in Mauritius), 20 of Ceylon, 26 of China, 15 of Japan, 37 of
New Zealand, 8 of N.-W. Canada. There are also in connection with
the Society's Missions 7,500 native;; of the various countries (male
and female) employed as lay teachers, schoolmasters, &e.
A MISSIONARY in Madagascar writes :-" Did T tell you that the
French have begun bull-fighting in Madagascar? A heathen queen
put a stop to the bull-fi/l:hts sixty years ago, and they start them
again." What a pity!
WHA'L' is the missionary outlook like now in China? Opinions seem
to differ, but the celebrated lady traveller, Mrs. BISHOP, seems to be
very hopeful about it. She has lately returned from another tonr,
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and states that in her latest journey in Moroceo there was not one
ray of encouragement, but her experience in China was very different.
She said that she had been about 12,000 miles in the interior of
China, in North and Central China, and had been up the Yangtsze
River, and had lived amongst the Chinese. She had also talked with
the poorer women, who did not object to the presence of a man as an
interpreter, and had studied the habits and customs of the natives.
She was inclined to put the Medical Mission work first. She was
delighted to know that in the forty-five medical stations she had
visited there were only tlVO where the medi-::al work seemed to have
precedence over the Evangelical work. She was of opinion that that
work should be associated as far as possible with missionary enterprise, and she was pleased to hear that the C.M.S. had now in its
employ sixty-seven medical missionaries. Mrs. BISHOP went on to
speak of the devotion of the Christian Chinese, and said that in their
liberality and in their desire for the purity of their Churches she was
afraid they were in advance of the people of this country. She quite
believed that the salvation of China rested with the Chinese themselves, instructed by English Missionaries. The number of missionaries
to that vast Empire required to be multiplied in order to teach the
natives, and instead of sending four or five at a time they ought to
send out hundreds of men and women with knowledge and capacity
to develop the infant Churches in China, to assist in the organization,
and to help with wise Christian advice the Chinese Churches out of
the difficulty in which they are placed.
D. A. D.
NOT SUFFICIENT.
(2 COR. iii. 5.)
" NOT sufficient of ourselves,"
Not sufficient to produce
Humbling truth all humbly told
Any thought of any thing
By a teacher taught of God,
For the joy of pilgrim souls
'In the distant days of old.
Wea.ried with their wandering.
"Notsnfficient of ourselves,"
Not sufficient to perform
Lowliellt services of love
Empty earthen vessels we,
Impotent as hollow reeds,
For the lowliest citizens
In ,he flowing rivers free.
Of the city built above.
Not sufficient to repeat
" Not sufficient of ourselves,"
Simplest messages of grace
But the humblest 'neath the sun
May be ., able ministers."
In the presence of a few
'l'hrough the All-Sufficient One.
Of the simplest of the race.
IsA..
(lOD sends the Spirit into the hearts of His children as an evidencc
of their adoption and an earnest of their future inheritance, enabling
them thereby, with appropriation and confidence, to cry, Abba, Father.
And this Spirit brings light and peace and joy and liberty. He
glorifies Christ in the believer's view, sheds Divine love abroad in
his heart, enables him to plead the promises, elevates his affections
to things above, and seals him, as an heir of the kingdom, to the
day of redemption.-Be1"l'iclge.

62

The Gospel Magazine.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By 'l'HE SECRE'l'ARY OF THE SOCIETY.
ON Thursday evening, December 5th, the church of St. Mary
Woolnoth, Lombard Street, was crowded, on the occasion of the
Special Service on behalf of the Society. The Rector, the Rev.
J. M. S. BRooKE, ~LA., conducted the first part of the service.
and the Sermon, a report of which appears in another part of
the Magazine, was preached by the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, }fr.A.,
Rector of Ratford, near Faringdon. It was an excellent discourse,
based upon Isaiah xl. 1, 2, "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people,'
and it was felt by all to have been peculiarly appropriate.
At the close of the service, many friends inspected the tablet to
JOH~ NEWTON'S memory, affixed to the wall of the church.
'£hree
of his hymns were sung, "Row sweet the Name of Jesns sounds,"
"Glorious things of thee are spoken," and "'Yhen troubles assail
and dangers affright." A liberal collection was made, and it was
felt that, by the blessing of God, the service had been truly a
profitable one. The Committee are llluch indebted to the Rev.
D. A. DOUDNEY for his kindness and for the admirable plea he
made for the Institution. Many who were present thou-ght. of the
memorable service, in the same church, seventeen years before,
when the late revered Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZl~E occnpied
JOHN NEWTON'S pulpit.
.
The new Quarte1'ly Record contains a portrait of the late Rev.
WATTS WILKINSON, and other illustrations; also addresses upon
the Society, by the DEAN of NORWICH and the Rev. A. J. BAXTER,
and other interesting matter. Copies will be forwarded to any friends,
upon the receipt of a post-card.
An election of pensioners as inmates of the Romes ,,,ill take place
in June. At present several of those last elected are waiting their
turn to enter one 01' other of these peaceful d"ellings for Zion's
pilgrims. The visits of our friends will be heartily welcomed at
Camberwell, Rornsey Rise, Stamford Hill, and Brighton, which together
shelter nearly 180 of the recipients.
IMMANUEL.
OH, let Thy precious Na.me, Imlllanuel,
Be on our hearts indelibly impressed;
Let itslov'd accents dwell upon our tongues,
And let us lisp it with our latest breath!
Thy Name is music to our soull:l; it sounds
With vita.l energy, and thrills our nerves
With such ecstatic bliss, as far excels
The cboicest harmony of lute or harp,
How sweetly tuned so'er to mortal sense.
--SpiJ'itual Ma'Jazine.

=======-

OUR lusts are cords; fiery trials are sent to burn and consume

them.-Anon.
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Forty Addre~ses at the Metropolitan Tabernacle and other Prayer-Meetings. By C. H. SPURGEON. LOIll.bll:
P"ssmore and Alabaster. Price 3s. 6d.
'rHE late revered Pastor, C. H. SPURGEON, seems to have long ago
intended to publish a volume of this kind, but was prevented from
doing so. This volume carries out his intention. He was in the
habit of giving impromptu addresses at the Monday evening Prayermeetings which were so largely attended at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and here are reproduced a goodly number of those addresses.
They may be very helpful to those who have the responsibility of conflucting Prayer-meetings, as well as interesting and instructive to
l'eallers in general. \Ve extract one or two p'l.ragraphs :-" Conversing,
just now, with an elder of the Church, 1 remarked that he must be
sowewllere about seyenty five, and he replied, 'I am eighty-two.'
'That,' I replied, 'is a good old age.' 'Yes,' said he, 'it is;' and then
he cheerfully nodded his head, and added, 'We shall get home; we
shall get home.' And so wc shall, brothers; so we shall, sisters. In
chorus we will take up our brother's words and say, ' \Ve shall get
home; we shall get home.' "Ve shall get home.' '1'here is music in
that simple sentence; a soft melody, as of the evening bell. Early in
life its sound may be more stirring and trumpet-like, nerving our youth
to energy, and making us cry, ' Excelsior;' but, as our years increase,
and the sun descends, its note is sweet and soothing, and we love to
listen to it in our quiet moods, for each word has a silvery tone - ' We
shall get home; we shall get home.' This is our great comfort: however long the way, we shall get home. We may live to be eightytwo, or even ninety-nine; but we shall get home in due time. We may
not doubt that blessed truth, for the Lord has taught us to sing in the
song of Moses, His servant, 'Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them
in the mountains of Thine inheritance.' The way may be rough, but
it is the King's highway, and no brigands can drag us off from it;
we shall by this road get home to the Father's own house above.
Some of us are not nearing threescore years as yet, and perhaps we may
have many long leagues to traverse, but we shall get home-glory to
God! "

•, Unly a Praye1'-111eeting! "

The Fireside. Volume for 1901. London: Home Words Publishing Offices. Price 7s. 6d.
THIS is a noble volume, and we should. like to see it available
for perusal by every fireside in the United Kingdom. It contains
stories, articles, and sermons by upwards of sixty different writers,
and is well and profusely illustrated,
Twelve Sermons on Gmce Abounding. By C. H. SPURGEON. London:
Passmore and Alabaster. Price Is.
LOVERS of free and so vereign grace will revel in these sermons.
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The Best Book of all; and how it came to ·us. By the Rev. F. J.
HAMILTON, D.D. London: Morgan and Scott. Price Is.; in cloth
~. Is: 6d.
THIS is an interesting and instructive story of the way in which God's
Word has been providentially preserved, translated, and handed down
to us. It is well illustrated.
The Story of the Brave Boys of Den'Y; or, "No SW'1'ender." By
Vi. STANLEY MAR·l'lN. London: Morgan and Scott. Price Is.; in
cloth Is. 6d.
AN old and thrilling story well re-told and applied to the exigencies
of modern times. The illustrations add greatly to its interest.

of Days. Volume for 1901. London: Home Wonl.,: Publishing
Offices.
WE have pleasure in heartily commending this attractive and useful
volume.
flail

LOVE TO JESUS.
LOVE to Jesus is a motive equal to all emergencies. There is a ruling
passion in every heart, and when all other things have lost tbeir power,
tbis ruling passion retains its influence. The deepest affection in a
child of God is tbe love of Jesus. Deeper than the love of 'bome,
deeper tban the love of kindred, and deeper than tbe love of life, is
the love of a dear and precious Jesus. When other loves no longer
constrain. the child of God, when the love of country no longer constrains
his patriotism, nor the love of brethren his philanthropy, nor the love
of home his fatherly affection, the love of Christ will still constrain his
loyalty. This wonderful love to Jesus no earthly power can possibly
destroy. - Dj'. James Hamilton.
CONSOLATION FOR ALL GOD'S LITTLE-FAITHS.
COl\SIDER, the Lord knows everything that is passing in your heart and
mind. There is no secret and affectionate thought ever stirring in
your mind toward "Him," no outgoing of spirit after "Him," no
desire to seek communion with "Him," and have intercourse with
" Him" and enjoyment of "His" love-there is nothing of this kind
that is unnoticed by "Him." He secs it all. You may well
take comfort from this, that if there is any real desire of heart after
"Him," a",y outgoing of spirit towards" Him," it is the consequence
of "His" own love to you.- Wilkinson.
ALL the prayings, teachings, and actillgs of men are, out of Christ,
idolatry and sin in the sight of God.-L7bther.
IF you are under darkness of soul, first go to God with it, and then
go to some experienced saint of your acquaintance. It is good sometimes to light your candle at a neighbour's fire.-Anon.
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