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"Who comforteth us in all our tribnlation, that wo may be able to comfort thom which aro in any
trouble, by'the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

A QUESTION FOR THE NEW YEAR.

" What wul ye that I shall do unto yoy,? "-MATT. xx. 32.
IN the Name of Him whose years fail not, the EDITOR of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE-which to-day enters upon its 139th year-meets his
beloved READERS with a cordial greeting, prayerfully desiring for
them, and all dear to them, a year of grace, mercy, and peace from
the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. There is something peculiarly solemn and suggestive in the birthday of a New
Year, especially to the people of GOD, who acknowledge themselves
to be but" strangers and pilgrims in the earth." And in the minds
of those of them who have been longest in the Zionward pilgrimage,
and can look back on many decades of "milestones," reflections
arise which tend to emphasize the faithfulness of Him who has
promised that" unto hoar hairs" He will carry the members of His
beloved, dependent family. The years that have passed still live
in grateful hearts, and serve to strengthen hope for days to come.
It is good thus to have in remembrance" the years of the right
hand of the Most High." For all He ever has been to His trusting
children He ever will be. No variableness is there in His wisdom
to guide, in His strength to uphold, His grace to comfort, His
promises to make glad, or His presence to save. Flesh and blood
may, and muse, fail. Physical and mental vigour may flag and
decay, but" the arm of the Lord," which is engaged by word, and
oath, and blood to bring off the saints "more than conquerors,"
will never grow weary or weak. That assurance of final victory
I
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over all the ills and evils, within and without, which now go so far
to dishearten Zion's pilgrims, is designed to brace their hearts for
the days to come. It is well; it is well.
.. More than a conqueror! oh, shall it ever be!
Weak dust and ashes, shalt thou overcome?
Child of a fallen and fading humanity,
Shalt thou in triumph be borne to thy home?
.. More than a conqueror! vision of victory!
Promise of wonder and heavenly cheer!
One who is mighty hath warred and hath won for thee;
Conquest is over and crowning is near.
"More than a conqueror! tell it yon hostile world,
'This is the victory, even our faith.'
More than a conqueror! tell thine own fainting heart;
Bid it believe what the Comforter saith.
.. More than a conqueror! shout! 'tis the battle cry;
E'en though thou fallest, again thou shalt rise.
Shout! for the sound may embolden some fallen one,
Low in the dust of defeat that now lies.
"More than a conqueror! yes, though thou see it not;
Jesus already is throned and crowned.
Soon thou shalt reign with Him, all things put under thee,
Satan by thee shall be bruised and bonnd.
" Hark! 'tis their voice who have gained the glad victory,
Theirs by the blood 0f the Lamb that o'ercame;
Singing their song to the harps of eternity,Praising the crucified Conqueror's name!
"Glory for ever to Him who hath loved us,
Washed us from sin by His Own precious blood;
Made us victorious-sealed us invincibleCrowned us as kings and as priests to our God!"

Though the saints be the subjects of many fears, their faithful
God and Father has provided many" fear nots" in His gracious
Word, and while the fears of the righteous are groundless, the
"fear nots" of God are all grounded on purposes of everlasting
love and secured in the settlements of an everlasting Covenant,
"ordered in all things." "Fear not, thou worm J AeOB, and ye
men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy REDEEMER,
the HOLY ONE of Israel" (Isa. xli. 14).
And what, beloved in CHRIST, shall we say in response to His all
gracious inquiry of US, as we enter upon a new, strange, untrodden
year ~ " What will ye that I shall do unto you?" What? Oh,
let us be wise, and remit back again to Himself the decision! He
best knows the necessities of our several cases. Our circumstances
to-day, and those of to-morrow, lie open before His omniscient
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eye. We know not what a day may bring forth. All events are
at His wise and fatherly command. Our temporal and spiritual
interests are alike the subjects of His loving concern. Could we,
therefore, act more prudently or manifest a more filial spirit towards
Him than in replying to His condescending inquiry to say, from
the depths of our hearts, "FATHER, glorify Thyself in us" ~ Let
this be the supreme desire of our souls, leaving to Him to determine
how tills shall be done, and when, and where. If thus, through
grace, we be enabled to cast all care upon Him as regards the coming
months of our pilgrimage, we shall find life's burdens lighter, its
afflictions more tolerable, its conflicts less fierce, its duties more
enjoyable, and all its experiences chastened with a sweet sense of
the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the HOLY GHOST.
" What will ye that I shall do unto you ~" 0 LORD, Thou knowest
every want of which the soul can possibly be the subject! Work,
then, all Thy good pleasure in the hearts of them that trust in Thee.
Whatever Thou seest good to bestow, or to deny, must be right,
and loving, and profitable to the household of faith, who may well
leave themselves and all their future lot in Thy Covenant keeping.
Enongh that Thou hast promised, once for all, " I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. xiii. 5), for if Thou be " for us, who
can be against us ~ " (Rom. viii. 31).
Dark nights, rough roads, sudden alarms, and wild storms may
await us on our Zionward way, but 0 LORD, to Thee" the night
shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to
Thee" (Ps. cxxxix. 12). The paths by which believers pursue
their homeward course widely vary, and designedly so, for the GOD
of all grace delights to show that He is all-sufficient for every phase
of spiritual and providential need. Some of the dear people of
GOD travel much by night. Others seem to walk almost habitually
in gladness and light. But as Mrs. COUSI)l writes in sweetly experimental verse " To ' A Pilgrim of the Night' " :"My mournful friend, and dost thou
fear
Thou art not wal1.-ing in the way?
Ah, deem not clouds and darkness
here
Bespeak thy soul astray.
,. Our path is one; thy cross is mine,
Though I am ever calmly glad:
Our path is one; my hope is thine
Though thou art aye so sad.

" It is as if two pilgrims, vowed
Within the temple courts to pray,
Should journey, one 'neath star and
cloud,
The other all by day.

"Each marks the same majestic heights
Towering aloft beyond the storms,
Though one sees all their beauteous
lights,
The other, but their forms.
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.. Each wends the same clear waters by, " So we, dear friend, one pathway tread,
Though, mirrored in their face afar,
Whether we walk 'neath light or
gloom,
One sees the glad sun in the sky,
The other, but the star.
With sun or star above our head,
Around us, blight or bloom.
.. And each the same loved shrine doth
view;
" May our own God but grant to me
One, 'neath the warm, illuming sun,
An evening time of mellow light,
The other, by the dawn's pale hue;
And bid the dawn soon rise on thee,
Yet both the goal have won.
Thou Pilgrim of the Night."

Let us seek to have in continual remembrance, beloved in CHRIRT,
His precious question, "What will ye that I shall do unto you? "
and be, under all circumstances confident that we have the holy
privilege of making our humble requests known unto Him, always
in meek submission to His sovereign will. For, how true it is,
"We know not what we should pray for as we ought "-as we ought.
But the SPIRIT, the COM~ORTER, is graciously appointed to "help
our infirmities," and if we receive our petitions from Him, they will
assuredly be granted, and that in fullest measure. So, then,
we set our faces to the unknown issues of the year 1905. All
is in the Covenant, and has ever been, that shall befall us day by
day, until we quit this poor perishing scene for the FATHER'S house
of many mansions on high, where-through the sole merits of the
LORD JESUS CHRIST-we shall eternally rest from our labours,
conflicts, and burdens, and be perfectly satisfied in the glorious
presence of Him whom our souls supremely love.
THE EDITOR.

jl!lotto for 1905.
GOD WITH US.

"Ernmanuel."-MATT. i. 21.
in our nature" (Heb. ii. 14).
on our side" (Rom. vii. 31).
in our hearts" (1 Cor. iii. 16).
with us and we with GOD for ever" (John xiv. 3).
R. CORNALL.
Ernrnanuel Church, Bristol.
" GOD
" GOD
" GOD
"GOD

" A CRIPPLE might as well lean upon his shadow for support, as
your heart depend upon sincere obedience for salvation."-Rev. John
Berridge.
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ALL-SUFFICIENT.

" Behold, I am the Lord, the God at all flesh: is there anything too
hard tor Me? "-JER. xxxiii. 27.

JEREMIAH the prophet was shut up in prison, for the Word of the
Lord's sake, when this precious message reached his ears. Very
mindful of His prisoners is the God of the Covenant promises. It
may be observed that those who suffer most in the cause of His
precious truth are often favoured with special tokens of His favour
and approval. This fact is remarkably illustrated in Daniel, as a
witness for God's truth in the Old Testament, and in John, the
Apostle, in the New. Both those cruelly persecuted men of God
were indulged with multiplied visions of the Divine glory, and both
were made depositaries of the counsels of the Lord concerning His
future purposes in the earth, as few others were. Jeremiah, too,
was faithful to the truth in a day of national apostasy and national
judgment, and plenteousness of tears was appointed him to drink.
Yet he enjoyed Divine compensations in his soul, which led him
even to cry out for more tears! "Oh, that my head were waters,
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night
for the slain of the daughter of my people!" (Jer. ix. 1). The
gracious prophet so realised the wretched condition of his country
and people when subjected to the penal consequences of their
transgressions against the God of their fathers, and mourned the
utter absence of repentance in them, that he felt no sorrow on his
part, as that of an intercessor, could adequately meet the case,
and he saw no alternative awaiting the backsliding nation but its
being carried away captive to Babylon. His prison cell was already
as Bochim. Yet, holy souls who are jealous for the honour of
their God are never satisfied till His adored Name be fully magnified,
and His rights vindicated.
It was under such circumstances that Jehovah visited His faithful
servant and witness, the prophet. One true soul among the apostate
many, Jeremiah occupied a place very near to the heart of his
Covenant God. Precisely when flesh and blood failed the persecuted
seer, his all-pitying Lord paid a compassionate visit, and
reminded him of three all-important Divine realities-which fully
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met the complex case-(l) "Behold, I am the LORD"; (2) I am
" the God of all flesh"; (3)" Is anything too hard for Me ~" On
this threefold foundation still rest the security and consolation of
all true believers in the living God. Verily, it is a safe and abiding
substructure, however heavy and constant the pressure and burden
of the faith, hope, and patience, which are built upon it. From
the days of righteous Abel to the present hour the Eternal God has
shown Himself to be all-sufficient to honour His promises, to meet
the countless wants of His needy children, and to justify His title
to be "the God of salvation."
As we enter on the burdens of another year of pilgrimage, how
suitable a subject does the Word of the Lord to Jeremiah afford us !
We know not what awaits us, either in providence or grace. This
we may be assured of, that changes-some of them possibly sudden
and far-re aching-will come over our present lot, and we shall put
many a promise to the test which, so far, has not been experimentally tried and proved by us. The secret of our having minds kept
in perfect peace is found in the fact that we " abide in Him" Who
knows no variableness. J ehovah, in Whom we humbly trust, is
a Rock-the Rock of Ages.
" On the Rock of Ages founded,
What ca.n shake our sure repose? "

True, indeed, our eyes are holden that we are unable to behold
Him clearly, but that infirmity in no way affects His presence with
us, or His favour towards us. This comfortable truth finds
expression in the first of three Divine declarations made of old to
Jeremiah.
1. "Behold, I am the LORD." As the Self-existent One, J ehovah
is superior to all times and circumstances. He, indeed, is the
Former and Maker of them. They come and go at His command.
All are His servants. How blessed, then, is the privilege of the
humblest believer in Jesus, who knows that His outgoings and
incomings, his downsittings and uprisings are all ordered in tenderest
love and unerring wisdom. It is the sweet remembrance that He
with Whom are all our destinies is none other than the Everlasting
Father which satisfies our hearts in times of distress and darkness,
and ministers the confidence that "all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to His purpose." Whether we consider the abiding faithfulness
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of the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit, the declaration" I am
the Lord" holds equally good. The Father is J ehovah in His
everlasting love, the Son is J ehovah in His redeeming love, and the
Spirit is J ehovah in His regenerating love. These Three are One.
It is what the Lord is-" I am the Lord "-that constitutes the
riches of the believer's inheritance and portion. "The Lord is
my Shepherd"-there is the plenitude of supply; "I shall not
want"-there is the sweet assurance regarding all the days to
come, their changes and exigencies notwithstanding. Until the
infinite fulness of Jehovah become impoverished and fail, needy
saints shall" have all and abound." They shall not be disappointed
in their expectation at His hands. Their faces shall never be put
to confusion. Their Redeemer is mighty, and He will maintain
their cause against all adversaries. His Name is the sure pledge of
this. For His great and holy Name's sake He will keep Covenant
and mercy with them that fear Him. "Behold, I am Jehovah."
Oh, brethren, let us lean undoubtingly upon the changeless Name
of our God and Father, till travelling days be done, and the nightless
days of eternity dawn on our grace-waiting hearts. "The Name
of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it, -and
is safe."
And now let us pause awhile to contemplate and to seek encouragement from the second Divine reality, as revealed to the afflicted
prophet.
2. "I am the God of all flesh." All creatures are subject to HIS
sovereign will, and none can stay His hand, or challenge His
interference with "What doest Thou 1" In vain do the powers
-of earth array themselves against His counsels and decrees. "The
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord, and against His Anointed, saying, Let
us break Their bands asunder, and cast away Their cords from
us." Consummate folly, and impotent boast! "He that sitteth
in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision.
Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His
sore displeasure. Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of
Zion." Yes, Jesus" sitteth a King for ever." He is " the God of
all flesh," as He claimed to be in His mediatorial prayer to the
Father a few hours only before the redemption scene on Calvary.
" Glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: as Thou
hast given Him power over all flesh." Believers and unbelievers
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alike are the absolute subjects of the royal sceptre of the enthroned
God-Man, Christ Jesus. Why, then, should any child of God fear
what" man" can do unto him? The inspired writer of the Epistle
to the Hebrews urges this truth on the tried people of God when
he exhorts them "Be content with such things as ye have: for
He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that
we may boldly say, "The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear
'Yhat man shall do unto me." Yet, how large a part of the fears
that agitate the breast of the Christian arise from human sources!
., The fear of man bringeth a snare." Our wisdom is to cease
altogether from man, whether to trust in him or to fear him.
" Wherein is he to be accounted of ?" And this warning includes
not only man around and about us, but within us also. There
dwells in each of us an evil heart of unbelief. Against that "flesh"
we need especially to watch with holy perseverance and unceasing
prayer. "The flesh profiteth nothing," declared Christ Himself.
"In me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing," confessed
the great Apostle of the Gentiles. " Flesh" is the innate principle
of evil in all Adam's race. It is contrary to the Spirit, is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. It is a thing
under the curse of God. In the case of those who are regenerated
by the Holy Spirit it was nailed to the cross of Christ, and is to
be reckoned by faith a dead thing. As a principle it is enmity
against God. Hence, no true-born child of God dare make terms
with it. Its motions and workings he brings to "the God of all
flesh" that they may be crucified and mortified. He pleads the
promise of the Gospel, "Sin shall not have dominion over you."
The living people of God long to be kept by grace from fleshly lusts,
because they know, too well, that they "war against the soul."
Their one refuge from the Satan-inspired assaults of the flesh is
their God in Christ. "He is their help and their shield." He has
been pleased to reveal Himself under the title of "the God of all
flesh," and that title He will honour and justify in the experience
of His frail and fugitive people, even unto the end. "This is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." " More than
conquerors through Him that loved us." This blessed assurance
may be ours, dear fellow-believers, even at our worst times, if we
remember the last of the three gracious words spoken to Jeremiah.
3. "Is anything too hard for Me?" J ehovah glories in His
omnipotence, and eS"Qecially as it concerns His beloved. effild.y.en.b.ew,
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on earth. He knoweth their frame, He remembereth that they are
dust, and it affords Him unspeakable delight to exercise His might
in their behalf. It is in this that we see most clearly that He is
their God All-sufficient. "Is anything too hard for ME ~" There is
" the hiding of His power" (Hab. iii. 4). The greater and the more
numerous the difficulties, trials, temptations, sorrows, and conflicts
of the saints, so is the all-sufficiency of the power of their Covenantperforming Lord God. Oh, what reality is here for faith to trust!
No difficulty can possibly arise in the experience of a dear child of
God too hard for the hand of the Most High-the Lord-the God
of all flesh, to overcome. His resources of wisdom and might are
inexhaustible. But He is His Own interpreter. He disposes of
our troubles--both providential and spiritual-in His Own way,
and at His Own set time. Well, therefore, it is to rely humbly on
His all-ability, which is engaged by word, and oath, and blood, to
" perform all things" for us! This was David's stronghold in the
day of his conflict, "I will cry unto God Most High; unto God
that performeth all things for me" (Psa. lvii. 2). His confidence
went even further, for he added, "He shall send from heaven and
save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up."
Yes, the God of the "Yea" and "Amen" promises will send
from heaven itself help and salvation for the neediest soul among
all His chosen, redeemed, and called ones.
What, then, beloved fellow-travellers to Zion ~ Why should
we fear, or doubt, or call into question the dealings of our heavenly
Father with us, either in things temporal or spiritual ~ The
Covenant of Grace, made with Christ, our faithful Surety and
Mediator, is "ordered in all things, and sure." He will be ever
mindful of that Covenant. Has He not once for all declared" My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone
out of My lips "~ Let flesh and blood fail us-be it so !-our God
abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself-" Behold, I am the
LORD, the GOD of all flesh: is there anything too hard for Me ~ "

Clifton, Bristol.

J. O.

THAT was a humbling confession of the great Reformer and Divine,
John Calvin, when he wrote to Bucer: "I have not so great a struggle
with my vices, great and numerous as they are, as I have with my
impatience. My efforts are not absolutely useless, yet I have never
been able to conquer this ferocious wild beast."
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" Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church, which
was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far
as Antioch. Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad,
and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto
the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of
faith: and rn1wh people was added unto the Lord." -ACTS xi. 22-24.

How truly in the hands of Omnipotence can the wrath of man be
made to praise God! A little primitive church has suffered a " great
persecution" at Jerusalem, "and they were all scattered abroad
throughout the regions of Judrea and Samaria, except the apostles"
(chap. viii. 1), upon the death of their beloved martyr Stephen, whilst
" as for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house,
and haling men and women committed them to prison." Yet there
is no accident, no second cause in all this. It may have seemed very
conflicting, very distressing, very harmful to them and their cause.
Man would say so. We should say so. But our God moves on, in
unhurried omnipotence, unchanging purpose, undaunted plan. And
so we read, "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the Word." Why, beloved? God's purpose was
behind all this seeming great ill, nothing was left to chance, nothing
befel His beloved Stephen without His permission; and his death
was the very means His sovereignty designed to bring about the
life of more than his living testimony could have done. Oh! child
of God, may much grace be your happy portion to hide behind the
sovereignty of your covenant-keeping God. There is no accident,
no chance, no second thought with Him. His purpose shall sand,
His counsel remain, He will do all His pleasure, and in the end giye
you to admire His wondrous, gracious, perfect, though no" mysterious
way. May your hearts be kept confident in His almight:- msdom
and unchanging love; trustful when you cannot see His hand
in the dark, and silent whilst the purpose of His matchless skill be
hidden from you, but which when made plain will be the subject of
your song, and, as the hymn writer says, "take eternity to fill with
ceaseless songs of praise." He wills that His beloved son Stephen's
death shall be the means through persecution in scattering the disciples
abroad, of carrying the Gospel into the dark regions of sin, ignorance
and unbelief. "They went everywhere, preaching the Word." Greeks
and Jews were drawn to the feet of Jesus, that despised Nazarene
whom His humble disciples preached. "And the hand of the Lord
was with them; and a great number believed and turned to the Lord."
The preaching of the everlasting Gospel is His ordained means of
bringing in His blood-washed sheep. He may as Sovereign use friend
or foe to carry out His purpose; but His work goes on unhindered.
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The glad "tidings of these things" reach "the church which was in
Jerusalem; and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far
as Antioch. Who, when he came and had seen the grace of God, was
glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would
cleave unto the Lord."
To deave means to remain towards; wait still longer; to continue;
to join fast together. We have this thought in Psa. lxiii. 8, where the
Psalmist with his soul athirst "in a dry and thirsty land, where no
water is," driven into the wilderness of Judah by his enemies, and in
thought contemplating the" power and glory" of his God" as he had
seen it in the sanctuary," hanging still by faith upon the unchangeable
character and word of His God, says: "Because Thou hast (in days
gone by) been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I
rejoice. My soul followeth hard after Thee; Thy right hand upholdeth
me." My soul tolloweth hard, hangeth upon, cleaveth unto Thee.
Oh, the indescribable comfort of such a frame of mind! This is the
secret spring of life and joy and peace. Herein we see the graces of
faith and hope and love in lively exercise. It is the posture of both
the little child in his helplessness, and the warrior in the thick of the
fight. My soul hangeth upon Thee. My soul followeth hard after
Thee. What in His all-wise, all-loving Providence has brought about
this frame of soul ~ Persecution. Just so was it with the primitive
Church. The very things that seemed against them were the very
means their God used to drive them together, and to knit them together
unto Himself. "Who," says the Apostle Paul-and he could well
speak thus from experience of that marvellous love which overcame
all-" Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ~ Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ~
As it is written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long, we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Yes, these were the very means of blessing. Watching and wrestling
against the enemy keep the soul awake. Certainly no soldier sleeps
on the battlefield whilst the din of war and the shot of the enemy are
about him. And this is the day of our spiritual warfare. It is no easy
passage through an enemy's land. The soul \,-ill find it like the Psalmist
a " following hard after Him," a, need of cleaying close unto Him, a
childlike spirit of hanging upon Him. Yes, dear children of God, we
are still in an enemy's land, and are called upon to fight, not tor our
possessions, which have been once and for ever obtained by the bloodbought right of our :l\1ighty Conqueror and Forerunner. But we are
given to fight against the enemies that would impede our progress and
rob us of our peace and joy. "We wrestle not," says the Apostle
(Eph. vi. 12) "against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
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spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand."
This is the day of Satan's strength. His time is short, and he goeth
about seeking to harass, distress and annoy those whom he cannot
destroy. The Promised Seed of the woman has bruised his head of
power once and for all, and he has bruised His heel in that day, when
the iniquities of His heels corripassed Him about. Sin upon Him the
Sinless Victim! Sin, taken as a mighty load upon that Divine Head,
and once and for ever atoned for, for all His members! Then was the
hour of Satan's power and darkness; but the mighty Conqueror was
superior, and neither death nor the grave could retain Him, and He
rose a Victor, triumphant over all. Now His children are given that
high honour in some small measure of following in His steps. They
will encounter much opposition from the world, the flesh, and the devil.
They will be called upon to " endure a great fight of affliction." The
:flesh still clogs, the heart still b~trays, the feet still go astray, so that
they cry out with the Apostle, " 0 wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me from the body of this death 1 I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law
of God, but with the :flesh the law of sin."
Thus it is the soul followeth hard after Him. Thus it is their cry is
heard by none but Jesus; "I flee unto Thee to hide me." Thus it is
oft times in mercy they are stirred up from opposing causes without and
within to run into their one Refuge of hiding and safety. Thus
it is that their Saviour wills that they shall not be at ease nor overcome
with sleep in an enemy's land, nor become slothful in their heavenly
journey. Like the Hebrew Christians and" them that had obtained
like precious faith," we need the Apostle Peter's injunction, "Yea, I
.think it meet as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting
you in remembrance." There were those, too, in Paul's time, amongst
the Corinthian Church, whom he lamented as "Weak, sickly and asleep.
Lack of watchfulness, sloth of soul, brought about this condition, and
gave opportunity to the enemy of souls. Oh! what a mercy when
the heart is kept awake, the ear open, and the eye fixed upon the Great
Captain of our salvation; to be found" cleaving unto the Lord with
full purpose of heart."
The writer had a sweet experience of the Lord's loving care and
delight in giving and granting such desire, in preparation for the late
Clifton Conference. The soul was asking greater things: an increased
devotedness, an enlarged view of Jesus and" so great salvation "; a
growth in Divine things; a gracious granting some richer means of
access; a more sanctified memory to hold fast the things heard; a deeper
teaching in spiritual truths; a more holy, consistent walk; more
fruitfulness; less barrenness; a freedom of access to the throne of
grace; a melting down of self, and a gracious appropriation of the
things of the Spirit-yea, that more of the fruits of that precious cluster
of the Spirit might abound (Gal. v. 22-25). More love from the God
of love; more joy from the Spring of all our joy; more peace from
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the very Author of peace; more longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, from the Great Exampler and Giver of " all things,"
which He declares are" yours." It was whilst thus pleading that the
words from Heb. vi. 12 came, "That ye be not slothful, but followers
pf them who through faith and patience inherit the promises," and
the writer seemed to see her Lord's purpose in stirring her up to
desire these greater things yet; this preservation from sloth and ease;
this desire after holiness and increased communion in walk and fellowship. Awaking early on the morning of October 3rd, the soul again
poured forth her desire in earnest pleading that the Lord would save
His weak and erring, ignorant child from slothfulness, and enlarge
her spiritual capacity, and fill her more and more from His abundant
fulness, pleading again for an increased measure of the Spirit's graces,
to the honour of her Lord. Sweetly, as the dropping of the dew, fell
the words, "And when they were awake, they saw His glory." It
was enough! The word was spoken unto comfort, edification, and
joy. The desire of the soul in His Name and to the remembrance of
Him was kindled afresh with live coal from off God's altar, and the
heart was expectant of coming blessing, and made joyous under
present unction. Awakened to newness of life once more, the glory
of Jehovah-Jesus was seen in the sanctuary, and His revealed Presence
in the heart. Moreover, it was a fit summing up to that blessed time
of privileged worship that the text (Heb. vi. 12) selected by the preacher
for the Conference sermon was the very same which the Lord had
caused His child to plead and hope upon.
Thus the Lord ever shows He takes pleasure in the soul prosperity
of His children. It is His delight to draw near and hearken when they
speak together of Him. It is He Who tunes their praises and indites
their prayers, and leads their converse. He sees of the travail of His
soul in them as they pursue their heavenward journey, consciously
blessed, and consequently growing in grace. Beloved reader, may
the words of the Holy Ghost through His servant Barnabas sound in
our ears and yield fruit in our lives, that we also with full" purpose
of heart," may" cleave unto the Lord."
The Scriptures tell us that this God-sent messenger was" a good
man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith, and much people was
added unto the Lord." The Lord ever qualifies the servants He
chooses for their particular lot and work. He sends them forth with
His message, and crowns their message in His name with success. No
failure, you see, in the end. "Much people added unto the Lord,"
after the scattering and persecution. The Gospel message received
with joy in God's own time, after about seven or eight years following
upon the death of His dear, martyred Stephen. Oh, we may well
leave our lives and all our concerns in His hand. Meanwhile, may
each one of us be found in close and happy fellowship, treading the
well-trodden, the appointed pathway into the Kingdom, and with
full purpose of heart cleaving unto the Lord, and thus glorifying
Him "Who hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous
Light."
R.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
(JOB xxii.)

" THEN Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, Can a man be profitable to God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself 1" In
this question Eliphaz overlooks the design of Jehovah in the creation
of man and the visible universe; in permitting evil and sin to enter
into the world; and the great scheme of redemption by the Incarnation
of His only begotten Son, His perfect life on earth, His sufferings as
the Perfect Substitute and Sacrifice for sin, His atoning death, resurrection and ascension, and the descent of the Holy Ghost, that He
may glorify the Father and the Son in the hearts of His believing
people, and so " Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Ghost." Thus a glorious revenue of praise redounds to God,
" according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord," the advancement of His glory in the display of all His
Divine attributes, not only to us, redeemed sinners, but to principalities and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the Church
the manifold wisdom of God !
" Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that thou art righteous 1 or is
it gain to Him that thou makest thy way perfect?" Herein Eliphaz
" hath not spoken of Me the thing that is right, as My servant Job
hath." It is pleasure to the Almighty to observe the way of the
righteous, we are assured by Scripture. "The Lord taketh pleasure
in His people: He will beautify the meek with salvation" (Psa. cxlix.
4). "The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him: in those that
hope in His mercy" (Psa. cxlvii. 11). "Such as are upright in their
way are His delight" (Prov. xi. 20). "The prayer of the upright is
His delight" (Prov. xv. 8). "The steps of a good man are ordered
by the Lord, and He delighteth in his way" (Psa. xxxvii. 23). "Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure ot His will, to the praise of the
glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved"
(Eph. i. 5, 6). Has an earthly father delight and pleasure in his
children when they do the things that please him, how much more our
heavenly Father in His sons and daughters, whom He conforms to
the image of His Son? Let us seek to " know how we ought to walk
and to please God," that we may abound yet more and more. "But
without faith it is impossible to please Him." The Author and
Finisher of faith has all the treasures of it to bestow on those who need
it, therefore let us " Ask and it shall be given you" that we may please
Him, and never for a moment imagine that He will stint us. "Let
the Lord be magnified which hath pleasure in the prosperity of His
servant," let us say continually, for such is the good pleasure of His
will, not only temporal but soul prosperity also. It is our Lord's
precept for His disciples, "Be ye therefore perfect, as your Father in
heaven is perfect" (Matt. v. 48). Set that high standard that you
may aim at it, as imitators of God, as dear children love to imitate
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their parents. This is "the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you," an answer to Eliphaz's question!
" Will He reprove then for fear of thee ~ Will He enter with thee
into judgment?" Certainly not for fear of thee, but His reproofs are
in loving wisdom, and" the ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth
among the wise" (Prov. xv. 31), for He correcteth as a father the
Bon in whom He delighteth! and so we pray, " Enter not into judgment
with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be
justified."
.
" Is not thy wickedness great, and thine iniquities infinite?" Job
had said truthfully, appealing to God who judgeth and searcheth the
heart, "Thou knowest that I am not wicked" (Job. x. 7); wickedness is open flagrant sin, a course of evil doing. In this sense he was
not wicked, nor his iniquities, secretly swerving from God's law and
glorying in the hiding of it. In one sense Eliphaz's sweeping assertion
is true of us all, because we inherit the taint of sin from our first father,
Adam, and" every imagination of the thoughts of man's heart is only
evil continually," idle words characterize us all, and evil actions, but
there is a happier view of those who "confess their sins, for He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness," because the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from
all sin, and He bestows upon us a new heart and a right spirit, so that
instead of going on still in wickedness, we are renewed in the spirit of
our mind. Job proved his faith in this atonement yet to be accomplished by continually presenting the sacrifice that foreshadowed it,
and therefore he was" clean from all his sins before the Lord." How
different was his standing before God, accepted in virtue of the pure
and perfect Substitute to those whose" wickedness is great, and their
iniquities infinite!" Let us beware of minimizing the efficacy of the
precious blood that deanseth from all sin, while we are careful to assert
the remains of indwelling sin in those who are washed, sanctified and
justified (Job ix. 20, 21). "For thou hast taken a pledge from thy
brother for nought, and stripped the naked of their clothing. Thou
hast not given water to the weary to drink, and thou hast withholden
bread from the hungry." Literally he was a false accuser, and Job
answers the false charge by and by; but taking the spiritual sense
many of us fall under condemnation as having not sought to set forth
the righteousness of Christ as covering for the nakedness of the sinner's
soul, nor given the water of life to the weary to drink, pointing them
to the streams that flow from the Vir ord of God to satisfy the thirsty
soul, and have often withholden " the bread of life" from the hungry,
who know not how sustaining He is!
" But as for the mighty man, he had the earth, and the honourable
man dwelt in it." It seems to imply that Job courted the mighty
man of substance around him, oppressing the poor: "Thou hast sent
widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been broken."
"Therefore, snares are round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth
thee, or darkness that thou canst not see, and abundance of waters
cover thee." Though this, therefore, was a wrong inference as regards
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the patriarch Job, since it is part of Scripture and inspired, the Divine
Spirit who caused it to be written has probably used it for conviction
of sin in cases where it was literally true; and therefore we accept it
as " profitable for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness," that we may learn how to avoid those errors and yet adore the
wisdom of God, assured the Scriph.. rJs would not be complete if any
clause were" taken away" (Rev. xxii. 19; Deut. xii. 32).
" Is not God in the height of heaven ~ and behold the height of the
stars, how high they are!" God dwelleth on high, and th'e child's
answer to the question, Where is God ~ was exceeding wise, " Can you
tell me where He is not ~" Happy believer who can say God is here,
in my heart, for, "He dwelleth with you and shall be in you" (John
.Dv. 17). He who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, holdeth the stars in His right hand, and knows where t{) place
them to shine best for His glory and the good of His chosen, as He
placed the stars in the heavens to give light by night to this dark
world.
" And thou sayest, How doth God know, can He judge through the
dark cloud ~" This was a false assertion as regards Job; we cannot
find it recorded that he ever said so. Many do in the present day;
but God knows the thoughts of men that they are vain. "All things
are naked and opened to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do,"
and there is a day coming when He will judge the world in righteousness!
Yes, He can and does judge through the dark cloud of His providences,
mysterious as they are to us, and by His leading we walk safely, guided
by the pillar of cloud.
" Thick clouds are a covering to Him, that He seeth not, and He
walketh in the circuit of heaven." "The clouds are the dust of His
feet," then how near to us He is when the clouds that we so much
dread are thick about us. "They feared as they entered into the
cloud" on the holy mount, but there they were to see the glory of their
Lord as they never saw it before; and so we, encompassed with clouds
of sorrow, affiiction or tribulation, have often proved the dark
background has served to manifest more fully the rainbow hues of
His brightest revelation of Himself, for He walketh in the circuit of
heaven, and therefore He is found walking in the circuit of every
believer whom He holds as "the stars in their courses." Yea, He
walketh with His people in their circuitous path; though dark to them
and winding, it is all plain to Him.
"Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden,
which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overthrown
with a flood, which said unto God, Depart from us; and what can the
Almighty do for them ~" It is good for us to mark the old way;
there is the good old way which we are bidden by the Lord, " Stand
ye in the ways, and see and ask for the old paths where is the good way,
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls" (Jer. vi. 16) ;
there is also the old way which wicked men have trodden, which the
Holy Ghost here by the mouth of Eliphaz bids us mark and avoid;
considering the end of these men and their way leads to destruction,
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even as it did to the perishing of the wicked by the Flood. Job must
have lived after this took place by this allusion to it, as a fact not
controverted in his day. Alas for their foundation, " they knew not"
how insecure it was" until the flood came and took them all away."
How many even now say, What can the Almighty do for them ~ Let
us rather ask, What can not the Ahajghty do for us ? "He is able to
do exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think," or with Job's
aSSUIance add, "I know that Thou canst do everything" ; cling to
Omnipotent Love. "Yet He filled their houses with good things;
but the counsel of the wicked is far from me." The bounty of the
Almighty and man's ingratitude are set in strong contrast. Who has
filled our houses with every good thing ~ Not a chair we rest on, nor
couch or bed, a thousand things that minister to our comfort, supply
of our daily wants and even luxury we take as a matter of course,
forgetting that every good gift, as well as every perfect gift, is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights. Our beneficent
Father thus provides for us, His children, with no grudging hand;
should not we yield Him our grateful thanks? But alas! how meagre
it is, and often withheld. The latter clause is identically the same as
Job's language (chap. xxi. 16).
" The righteous see it and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to
scorn. Whereas OUI substance is not cut down, but the remnant of
them the fire consumeth." There is the same thought expressed in
Psa. cvii. 42, which proves it to be inspired, but" Whereas our substance
is not cut down" is evidently a false conclusion from Job's stripping
of all that he possessed that he must have been secretly wicked to be
so dealt with by God. Self-righteousness clings to us all; let us beware
of the pride of heart that inwardly exults that our substance is not cu
down when we hear of the calamity that overtakes others. Pride
lUIks in our heart, but " the Lord will not suffer it" in His children.
The Holy Spirit's counsel is, "Be clothed with humility"; in order
to do that we must" put on Christ," for He is "meek and lowly in
heart," and in hiding under His robe of righteousness, and continually
contemplating the loveliness of His character, we "are changed into
the same image," and as the Lord abhorreth the proud, we learn to
abhor ourselves and repent in dust and ashes.
" Acquaint now thyself with Him and be at peace; thereby good
shall come unto thee." Many have seen in this advice Arminian selfsufficiency. The unctuous light that shone upon them in a recent
laying aside leads us to see in them the teaching of the Holy Spirit,
"The Guide to Acquaintance with God," and He was graciously
pleased to use a book with that title in our youth to our own great
edification; we have ever since believed the words of Eliphaz to be
inspired and "profitable, for instruction in righteousness." How
can we become acquainted with God? Who shall give us an introduction into the presence of our King ~ As these questions were floating
in mind on our bed, we recalled how one whom we love in the Lord
(years ago, when a mutual friend who was to have introduced us,
received a home-call and went in to see the King in .His beauty, and
2
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it seemed a hopeless case to wait for any other), came and made herself
known as yearning for Christian fellowship. Constrained by our necessity of various kinds, we do not wait for introduction. Instantly was
fitted by the Divine Remembrancer, " All His acquaintance, and the
women that followed Him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these
things" (Luke xxiii. 49). How variously they became acquainted
with Him, and how many degrees of intimacy there would be! Many
sick of divers diseases were brought by others and laid before Him;
others heard of Him from others, and came to prove His fame as a
Healer, introducing themselves as they thought, not knowing the divine
impulse within, as yet unconscious of the Spirit's leading, for "He
shall not speak of Himself." (Is that one reason that we are so slow
to acknowledge that we have the Spirit dwelling in us?) The outbreak
of leprosy led many to become acquainted with Him; so does sin in
its open outbreaks and its consequences constrain many to seek to
know Him; palsied weakness, lameness, withered, blind, deaf, all
manner of diseases that none other can cure, are even now echoing
this counsel, Acquaint now thyself with Him. Medical operations
are numerous and multiplied. Doubtless the Spirit of God uses this
keynote, and produces harmony in the souls of many. 0 affliction,
what a sable face thou wearest at first; but who shall describe the
sunshine of thy countenance when thou hast introduced thy patient
to the Great, the Chief Physician! They" stood afar off " before Thy
terrible visit, but now are" made nigh," and behold these things, the
mystery of the cross and Him who hung upon it in the exceeding love
wherewith He loved thee!
Multitudes there were and are whose hunger for the bread that
perisheth brought them acquainted with all the tenderness, consideration and bounty of the gracious Shepherd, Who spread a table "in
a desert place," a wilderness, and made them sit down on the grass to
identify Himself with the Psalmist's green pastures, and so from bodily
necessities lead them to further acquaintance with the bread of life.
happy want, that issues in knowing "The Lord is my Shepherd,
I shall not want." Many, like Samaria's daughter at the well, attempt
in vain to quench their thirst at human cisterns, and are met there,
it seemed by chance; but there was no chance about it, for He must
needs go there, to meet with her, and begin an acquaintance that will
continue and ripen in eternity, and use her to introduce her friends.
o blessed result! Lord, use us so! At the best it is but acquaintance,
but goes on growing into friendship (John xv. 15). It begins at the
Master's feet, it goes on to anointing Him and being anointed, lying
on Jesus' breast, leaning on His bosom, and solving hard questions
there. Some, like Zacchreus, have such an ardent longing to see Jesus,
run on before, but

o

"N 0 sinner can be beforehand with Thee,
Thy grace is prevenient, almighty, and free."

Others, like the Greeks who came up to Jerusalem at the feast, seek
an introduction, but with the same blessed result It may savour of
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creature power to say to anyone, " Acquaint now thyself with Him" ;
there are hosts of other passages of Scripture that we should virtually
leave out, did not we believe that" every Word of God is pure," and
the power is in the hand of the Spirit, by whom" holy men of God wrote
a,~ they were moved by the Holy Ghost," Who alone makes it effectual to
the salvation of the soul. "And be at peace." What shall we say
of this peace ~ It must be tasted to be understood. "It passeth all
understanding." It is a perfect peace, encompassed with the arms
of Jesus, nestled under the shadow of His wings, folded in the bosom
of His mighty love. It flows as a river till it loses itself in the ocean of
eteruity, alid if some "in and its 0bastening, like some great boulderstone in its course, interrupt its flowing serenely, the soul, marle
acquainted with the efficacy of His Atonement, is led to confession and
mourning that it should so grieve him, and then the blood is applied
with dazzling whiteness, cleansing, and the peace flowll on, because
the High Priest follows the blood with the oil, and by the unctuous
teaching of the Holy Spirit makes the heart assured of forgiveness
and cleansing. Oh for more acquaintance with the love of the Father,
the exceeding grace of the Son, and the sweet fellowship of the Holy
Ghost! All His acquaintance, who yet stand afar off, long to get
nearer and nearer, to behold Him whom having not seen ye love, in
Whom, though now we see Him not, yet believing we rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith, even
the salvation of your souls.
That is one little word that we have omitted, though it was
emphasized to us in sweet teaching on our bed; we may not put it
out of our Bible, nor from our meditation. "Now," in this strippingtime for Job, in the humbling time of discovering pride by its fall,
affording opportunity for better acquaintance with Him in His forgiving
love and healing power. Now, like the poor woman in the gospel,
come behind Him, if you dare not meet His glance, and touch the hem
of His garment! We have read whole dissertations, attempting to
prove that now is not to be understood as implying" Now is the day
of salvation," whereas, the Holy Ghost saith To-day! "To-day if ye
will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." If language means
anything, now and to-day are immediately present. And we may
well leave our God to take care of His own Word, that it be not misapplied. We have a firm conviction that the Divine Spirit who indited
those words and breathed in them His authority, called by us
"inspiration," has used those very words "Now" and "To-day,"
and such like expressions, to arouse, convict and convert without delay.
Even as Peter on the day of Pentecost used the word "Repent,"
knowing well that the Lord Jesus is exalted to give repentance, and
the creature has no power in himself to repent, but" faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Now. It is the only
time we can ensure ; the past is gone, to-morrow it may be too late;
to-morrow may never come to us! "That thou doest, do quickly,"
is our Master's Word, and none of His Words are meaningless to us.
Would you delay good ~ "Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at
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peace, thereby good shall come unto thee." Study the varied cases
that became acquainted with Him by impelling necessity, and you
will have some estimate of the good that shall come unto thee. Every
good gift and every perfect gift is included in the catalogue, a daily
loading with benefits, and salvation the topmost stone, grace to help
in every time of need, and glory to crown it. These are twins, intimately connected, and no severance. "For the Lord God is a sun and
shield; the Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will He
withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Psa. lxxxiv. 11). No good
will He withhold, thereby good shall come unto thee!
"Receive, I pray thee, the law from His mouth, and lay up His
words in thine heart." Can there be more heavenly and divine counsel
than this? It proves itself to have been the inspiration of God. We
rejoice in establishing that fact as we go along, it is confirmed to us
beyond all controversy. Moses testified, " Yea, He loved the people;
all His saints are in Thy hand, and they sat down at Thy feet; every
one shall receive of Thy words" (Deut. xxx. 3). The Apostle John
added his: "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name"
(John i. 12). To receive the law from His mouth is the fulfilment of
the Psalmist's desire: "Grant me Thy law graciously," for" all bare
Him witness, and wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out
of His mouth." It is just the very heart's longing of all who know that
"His mouth is most sweet" for" grace is poured into Thy lips" ; not
the terrors of Sinai, though even there, with the blood of burnt offerings
and peace offerings, in covenant union, ,. they saw God, and did eat
and drink"; "but ye are come unto Mount Sion, and to Jesus the
Mediator of the new covenant," to " receive the law from His mouth,
Who fulfilled every precept of it, and gives you His justifying righteousness, a robe woven from the top throughout, in exchange for your
filthy rags, rent in every shred" (James ii. 10). "The law from His
mouth is love" (Matt. xxii. 37-40) ; "lovely" (Luke x. 37) and" loveable" (Heb. viii. 10). "And lay up His words in thine heart," as
people" lay up " for a rainy day, as misers lay up treasure and wise
men make provision for old age, like the ants prepare their meat in
the summer, so should we in youth lay up His words, the Word of God,
in our memory, then it can be brought to remembrance in old age,
when our eyes are dim, and when faculties fail, when hearing fails,
and the power to go forth and to embrace opportunities gets less and
less. Above all, lay up His words in thine heart. Covet earnestly
what Dr. Doudney used to call the home-spoken and heart-spoken
Word of the Lord, and lay up these words against the day of their
fulfilment; act the part of the miser with them; turn them over and
over again, as treasure hidden from other eyes, lest they rob you of it.
You will find so many ready to dispute your possession of this wealth;
you know how to estimate its value, as untold. He never speaks to
the hearts of any but His Own beloved ones whom He betroths to
Himself in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and
ill mercies, and even in faithfulness, and that for ever (Hosea ii. 14,

,

...

i

The Gospel Magazine.

21

margin verses 19, 20); therefore, "lay up His words in thine heart."
Heart-memory is the best of storehouses; happy they who have
abundance stored up. Some idea of their exceeding portion may be
estimated by the extent of the promise attached to it: "If ye abide
in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you" (John xv. 7). 0 largesse of our King, how
bountiful! A strong incentive, too, to hoard up His words.
" If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt
put away iniquity from thy tabernacles." Divine counsel, even to
Job, for what saint of the Lord does not need such a precept? There
is not a just man upon earth, who doeth good and sinneth not. None
but the Holy One, who never walked in devious ways; no saint on earth
is so circumspect in his course as not to need to return. "Israel,
return unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity"
(Hosea xiv. 1); if thou return, thou shalt be built up. "Himself is
thy Builder on a sure Foundation, living stones, fitly framed together,
for an eternal habitation of God through the Spirit" (Heb. xi. 10).
" If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt put away iniquity far
from thy tabernacles." How far? "As far as the east is from the
west" (Psa. cill. 12); "cast into the depths of the sea" (Micah vii. 19);
from" the earthy house of this tabernacle (2 Cor. v. 1) and also from
the tabernacles of worship" (Psa. lxxxiv. 1), because the Great High
Priest bears the iniquity of our holy things away.
" Thou shalt lay up gold as the dust, and the gold of Ophir as the
stones of the brook." It is said of Eden, before the fall of man, " the
gold of that land is good" (Gen. ii. 12) ; but the gold of this land is not
good, always mixed with alloy, those who have the most of it prove it
so, therefore we must not covet it (1 Tim. vi. 10). Thus we are shown
that which we may exceedingly longfof, and lay up for, even the heavenly city that is "pure gold, and the street of the city pure gold, as it were
transparent giass" (Rev. xxi. 18, 21). "Yea, the Almighty shall be
thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver." The Word of God
has many applications, according to the mind of the Spirit, adapting
to the varied needs of the searchers. Sometimes this portion with
" Yea, saith the Spirit," is literally true. Some years ago, a widow
and her daughters were brought into absolute need, through their
inability to let a large property, that was a main source of income.
They were devising what they could do, when one of the daughters
in her reading was arrested by this passage, in its marginal reading,
" The Almighty shall be thy gold, and thou shalt have plenty of silver."
Very shortly after she found an old friend very ill, and remained to
nurse her to her end, which occurred in a few days. She was found to
have bequeathed her house and all its contents to one of the sisters
and a considerable sum of money to each, so their wants were abun
dantly supplied. More frequently it is spiritually fulfilled, as the
marginal rendering, "silver of strength," seems to denote; as both the
precious metals are soft and not strong in their pure state. Both
literally and spiritually was it true of Job. Shaddai was his defence,
more precious than fine gold to him, though he had that abundantly
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(chap. xlii. 11), and also possessed "plenty of silver" in monetary
value and silver of strength, pointing to the half shekel of atonement
money (Exod. xxx.), the ransom price of his soul should not be lacking,
it became the foundation of his worship, silver sockets, on which the
tabernacle rested, the adornment of "the pillar and ground of the
truth." Shaddai, Almighty, All Sufficient, be to us our gold, our
defence, our purity, glory and salvation!
" For thou shalt have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up
thy face unto God." Can anyone describe greater bliss? for delight
becomes mutual: "We love Him because He first loved us." "Thou
shalt be called Hephzibah, for the Lord delighteth in thee," and His
delight kindles a responsive flame of delight. "God, my exceeding
joy." Surely this Eliphaz must have tasted somewhat of this entrancing delight, though his utterances were not always what God approved,
or he could not so describe the felicity of a " return to the Almighty."
Thy delight in Him ensures His giving thee the desires of thine heart
(Psa. xxxvii. 4), and thus thy delight in Him increases not in His gifts,
except as they prove, "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward
me" (Song vii. 10). What grace, what a favour it is to have the heart
turned from all" carnal, worldly, evanescent delights, to delight only
in the Almighty! The derivation of that word Shaddai, sufficient,
mighty, denotes God with many breasts for His redeemed ones to suck
from, and a sufficiency of might; "able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think." What cannot Almighty Love do
for the objects on whom He sets His lovingkindness? "And thou
shalt lift up thy face unto God"; this implies perfect reconciliation,
the sweet confidence arising from peace with God, being justified by
faith in the perfection of the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus with
the robe of His righteousness put upon us, and sanctified by the Spirit
through the truth, the ring of the covenant union on the hand, which
He holds, and therefore it holds Him. "Kept by the power of God,
through faith unto salvation." How else could any child of Adam,
any sinner, lift up his face unto God? but washed, justified, sanctified,
there is perfect freedom in His presence, holy boldness to draw near,
as sons and daughters, contemplating without fear the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. It is all the work of the divine Spirit,
teaching us practically "There is no fear in love, but perfect love
casteth out fear, because fear hath torment," though always becoming
reverence in well-taught children in the presence of the Heavenly
Father.
" Thou shalt make thy prayer unto Him, and He shall hear thee,
and thou shalt pay thy vows." "Behold, he prayeth," was said of
Saul of Tarsus when the eyes of his understanding were opened to
see the Son of God whom he ignorantly persecuted. "Prayer is the
Christian's vital breath." How can a soul be in a healthy state without
breathing? No child of God can be in his right mind or right attitude
who does not constantly breathe out his desires to God. Many are
in a slumbering state from which God often arouses them by severe
affliction, forcing out of them the cry which enters into their Father's
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ears. If you have nothing to pray for, expect our gracious God to
create circumstances around you that impel you to pray, and then
when you pour out your heart before Him, be assured you have the Spirit
of grace and supplications, which the answered petition proves. "He
shall hear thee." If He did not hear thee pray, there would be no
fellowship with Him by the Spirit. "And thou shalt pay thy vows,"
the vow of the Nazarite, separating himself only unto the Lord, shall
be cheerfully ratified (Num. vi. 2), and any singular vow shall be surely
paid. "Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the
Most High" (Psa. 1. 14).
"Thou shalt also desire a thing, and it shall be established unto
thee, and the light shall shine upon thy ways." How many mighty
kings and emperors have made decrees which were not established'
Haman succeeded in getting king Ahasuerus to sign a decree for the
utter extermination of all the Jews, " according to the law of the Medes
and Persians, which altereth not," but by a chain of remarkable
providences, in which conspicuously sleep was withheld from the king
one eventful night, another decree was framed by which the former
one was entirely disannulled. Claudius ClEsar issued an edict, and
" commanded all Jews to depart from Rome" (Acts xviii. 2). See
how the august King of all the earth circumvented this decree, having
determined tha.t His servant Paul should go there: "As thou hast
testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome."
He brought His decree to pass by sending His Apostle thither, as a
state prisoner, at the expense of the Roman government, to preach
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and to convert into" saints, chiefly they
that are of ClEsar's household." It is sublime. Only kings can decree,
and because He " hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father" this Word becomes true: "Thou shalt also decree a thing,
and it shall be established unto thee" right royally-" it shall come
to pass," "and the light shall shine upon thy ways." "The path
of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day," and in that day" Thy sun shall no more go down."
Every way thou takest shall be made plain and clear as noonday,
because thou dost commit thy way unto the Lord, and Christ is thy
Way. "The Lord shall guide thee continually." He is thy Sun and
Shield through this dark wilderness.
,. And then, the sunshine of thy Father's home."

"When men are cast down (R. V. made low) then thou shalt say
there is lifting up, and He shall save the humble person." "Before
honour is humility." "He that humbleth himself shall be exalted."
When you perceive a man cast down in his own estimation, brought
low by reason of the burden of his sins, his haughty look is humbled,
vain imaginations of self-righteousness scattered, the dignity of human
nature laid in the dust of self abasement, you may safely say there is
lifting up for him; as Hannah said, "He raiseth up the poor out of
the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory."

24

The Gospel Magazine.

" Whosoever shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven." "Saved in the Lord with an
everlasting salvation." "He shall deliver the island of the innocent,
and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands." R. V.-" He shall
deliver even him that is not innocent, yea, he shall be delivered by the
cleanness of thine hands" is a much clearer rendering in harmony
with the whole tenor of the Scriptures, for no man is innocent since
the fall of Adam, and if there were any they would not need deliverance.
" Christ died for the ungodly." "I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance." Thus He "delivered us from the wrath
to come." Yea, by the pureness of Thine hands alone, 0 loving
Saviour, can any be delivered. Our hands are defiled, until Thou
washest the filth of sin away. Wash us, and pronounce us clean, yea,
whiter than snow!
MARY.
"I
[SUGGESTED BY

A

HAVE

SINNED."

SERMON PREACHED IN ST. MARY'S CHURCH,
HORNE, SURREY.]

" I HAVE sinned," but Christ hath suffered
In the sinner's place;
All my sins are God-forgiven,
,Through His sovereign grace.
" I have sinned," but I am covered
With His righteousness;
God Himself can see no sin-stain
On my " glorious dress."
" I have sinned "-1 am a sinnerSin in me remains;
But it cannot have dominion,
Christ its power restrains.

" I have sinned": I am not worthy
To do aught for Him;
But He lets me serve His servants
'Mid earth's shadows dim.
" I have sinned": He well might cast me
From His presence blest;
But He often folds me closely
To His loving breast.
" I have sinned": He well might send me
To hell's dread abyss;
But He will "receive" me shortlv
To His home of bliss.
•
ISA.

'-
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THE DIVINE TRINITY.
(JOHN xvii. 21-23.)
THERE can be no union between Christ and Belial, or between a believer
and an infidel.
"Nor can a union e'er take place
'Twixt heirs of wrath and heirs of grace."

The eternal Son is here, as Mediator, pleading for the manifested
union of all who were given to Him to redeem and save. He speaks
particularly in the 21st verse of the Father, and of that distinguishing
grace whereby He, in His eternal, electing love of them, made them a
people distinct from the world, which lieth in the wicked one. That
their union with each other in the truth and way of God may be very
close and intimate; yea, that it may be a very choice and sacred and
abiding union. He gives for a great and glorious pattern of this union
that is to subsist among them, the wonderful union that subsists between the Father and Himself, and that not only of their union, as one
in mind, will, and purpose, as distinct Persons in the Godhead, but
also as it exists in Christ as Mediator, the Man of God's right hand,
and the Covenant Head of a Covenant people.
When God the Fathtr speaks, as in Psalm lxxxix., "I have found
David My servant; with My holy oil have I anointed him; with whom
My hand shall be established "-that is, in carrying into effect every
ancient purpose of sovereign love, mercy, and grace-it is accomplished
in gathering together in one, in one glorious and ever-blessed Trinity
in Unity, all the children of God that are scattered abroad, in every
succeeding generation of men upon earth.
This doctrine of eternal, absolute, personal election-this eternal
choice of sinners in Christ to salvation from sin and to eternal glory
by Christ Jesus-is what the world which lieth in the wicked one
not only will not receive and believe, but which is fully determined not
to receive and believe. What then ~ Which is to stand, their determination, or the will of Jehovah the Mediator ~ When they shall
behold with their eyes these given ones, these redeemed and saved ones,
safe hidden in the Man Who is the hiding-place and covert from that
tempest-that horrible tempest-of fiery indignation, that will burst
forth upon a world of ungodly, called the fire of Thine enemies" Lord," saith the prophet, " when Thy hand is lifted up, they will not
see: but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people;
yea, the fire of (or prepared for) thine enemies shall devour them " then they will believe. Now we hear, in language of scorn and contempt, that the everlasting purpose of the Father in sendi:p.g the Son is
a failure, and a counsel that has come to nought, because all the world
universally is not saved. Yea, but saith David, it is the counsel of
the heathen that cometh to nought, and the counsel of the Lord that
~ standeth for ever. And, therefore, when Christ shall declare before
all nations gathered before Him for judgment, "Behold I and the
children which Thou hast given Me "-all "Found at Thy right hand,"
then the world shall believe in His mission to save, for they shall have
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an overwhelming demonstration of the truth and certainty of it. The
light of eternity shall chase the darkness of Arminianism that now
obscures this truth, to that abyss of darkness from whence it came.
" And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them" (ver.
22). Surely, in this word the Holy Ghost, as a Spirit to dwell in them
and abide with them for ever, is owned and acknowledged. For
what Glory could God the Father give to God the Son in His office
as Mediator, Redeemer, and Saviour, which He also in due time bestows
upon all His dear people, compared with the glory and gift of the
Spirit? Given to the" Man of the unction" without measure; given
to His called, elect according to the measure of the gift thereof, whereby
the elect, the Bride, the King's daughter, is all glorious within. Henre
the Prophet: "My Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I have
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the
Lord, from henceforth and for ever" (Isa. ux. 21). Hence also the
Apostle, " For the Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on their
part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified" (I Pet. iv. 14).
It was through the Eternal Spirit Christ, as the Surety of His dear
people, He obeyed and suffered. And it is by the Spirit's indwelling
and revelation (Eph. i. 17) that they behold this glory of Christ as
Mediator, now in this present time-state; and so the elect's glory now
is an inward glory, revealing Christ and the truth and salvation of Christ
to them. "If they ask us," said Mr. Huntington, " how the Spirit of
God and of glory dwelleth in us, let them tell us, how the devil dwells
in them." It is the spirit that ,. loveth and maketh a lie" that dwells
in and animates the entire Romish confederacy, and which comtantly
urges them upon outward glory, pomps, and shows, and all to bring
about the speech, "Who is like unto the Beast? "-the Papacywho is able to make war with this woman, attired as an harlot? From
this outward pomp and appearance springs the stiffest pride and a
brow of brass, the altogether reverse of that meek and quiet spirit
that dwells in God's lowly ones, and which in His sight is of great price,
for it meekens the soul and meetens it for the inheritance of the saints
in light.
"I in them, and Thou in Me" (ver. 23). Here we have the Son,
so that the order of the Trinity in Unity, as here seen, is-Father
(ver. 21), Holy Ghost (ver. 22), and Son (ver. 23). With the union
of all the elect as partakers of the distinctive arts of each Person of
the Godhead: the Father, Who chose them in a past eternity, and in
time drew them to Christ; the Holy Spirit, Who begetR them from
above, and creates them new creatures, dwelling in them, and abiding
with them for ever; and the Son in them also, "formed in them the
hope of glory." And while thus dwelling in them, and walking
in them, He is to them" a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime,
and for a place of refuge and from rain." The Son of God Incarnate
is such a Mediator, such a Redeemer, and such a Saviour to them, as
they shall each and all infallibly prove, for nothing wanting to their
being perfect and complete in Him, is again and again asserted in the

The Gospel Magazine.

27

Scriptures of truth, which cannot be broken. All the while they have
to contend with the windy storm and tempest here below, they shall
find Him more and more endeared to them as their Everlasting Father,
Lover, Bridegroom, Friend; and, as we have already declared, the
world must know that their complete deliverance from all the ruin of
their fall in Adam, springs from the same love wherewith the Father
loved the Son when He set Him up as Mediator.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD.
(JOB xxiii. 13; ROMANS ix. 15-1£1.)
silence all created things,
And wait your Maker's nod;
My soul stands trembling while she sings
The honours of her God.
Life, death, and hell, and worlds unknown.
Hang on His firm decree;
He sits on no precarious throne,
Nor borrows leave to be.
Chain'd to His throne a volume lies,
With all the fates of men,
With every angel's form and size,
Drawn by the eternal pen.
His providence unfolds the book,
And makes His counsels shine;
Each opening leaf, and every stroke,
Fulfils some deep design.
Here He exalts neglected worms
To sceptres and a crown;
And there the following page He turns,
And treads the monarch down.
Not Gabriel asks the reason why,
Nor God the reason gives;
Nor dares the favourite angel pry
Between the folded leaves.
My God I would not long to see
My fate with curious eyes;
What gloomy lines are writ for me,
Or what bright scenes may rise.
In Thy fair Book of Life and Grace
Oh, may I find my name
Recorded in some humble place,
Beneath my Lord the Lamb.

KEEP
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THE GRACE OF GOD.
THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE NOT DANGEROUS.
" The doctrine which is according to godliness."-l TIM. vi. 3.
By the true Christian, all that savours of God must be highly esteemed;
but by him who has only the "form of godliness" while "denying
the power" thereof such a religion as can be taken up and laid down
<l.t pleasure is the only religion either sought after or admired; therefore, the religion of grace being that which forbids " the wise man to
glory in his wisdom, or the mighty man to glory in his might, or the
rich man to glory in his riches" (Jer. ix. 24), must be hated by all who
are so wise as to think God the Father's love depends upon their choice;
so mighty as to believe God the Son's salvation is made sure by their
strength; and so rich, as to expect they can go to Christ when they
please, and that their own diligence is better than the in-dwelling
power of God the Holy Ghost. And, like the false spies, all such
fleshly-wise men are sure to bring Israel an evil report of the land of
promise, saying, "the children of Anak," the Antinomians, "dwell
there," and all "the men we saw in it are men of great stature,"
holding very high doctrines, which are so dangerous as to lead men to
be " giants" in iniquity; yea, "we saw the giants," we saw some
inconsistent professors where these doctrines are preached, and so we
are sure the doctrines of grace lead to sin, and have a dangerous
tendency. But every true Caleb, in whose heart "grace reigns,"
having "another Spirit," even "the Spirit which is of God," and
following the Lord" fully," because fully resting upon the mediatorial
and meritorious work of Christ, as fully convinced of its sufficiency
and efficiency for all the purposes of salvation, must give a different
account of that grace of God, by which the church of God is saved
"unto the uttermost." It i~ with this view I would now introduce
the reader's attention to the land of grace, bringing on the staff of
" thus saith the Lord," a " cluster of grapes" from the fertile valley
of Eschol, and the" first ripe fruit" that is to be found on the" true
vine," is,

ELECTION, which consists in God's having chosen, before the foundation of the world, a people for Himself from among the posterity of
Adam, whom He loved and delighted over in the person of Christ,
blessing them in Him with all spiritual blessings, and predestinating
them unto eternal glory.
The Bible is full of election, and were it not that this distinguishing
truth laid the axe to the root of all creature excellency, I believe it
would be more readily received by men who bear the Christian name
than any other doctrine of the Bible.
If we look at its history, its promises, or the characters by which
God's people are designated, we find election.
Thus, in its history; we see Adam had two sons; to the youngest
and his offering God has respect" to the oldest and his offering he has
not respect; Noah had three sons, all of whom were professors, for
they all entered into the ark, but Ham and Japheth are passed by,
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while Shem is chosen to be the root of the Hebrew nation; Terah had
three sons, but Abraham alone is chosen to be the friend of God;
Abraham had two sons, but Ishmael the oldest is " cast out," while
with Isaac, the youngest, God establishes his covenant; Isaac had two
sons, but Jacob is loved and Esau is hated. Jacob begets the twelve
tribes of Israel, but Levi, the weakest, is chosen to minister in holy
things; Joseph had two sons, Ephraim, the youngest, obtains righthand blessings, and Manasseh, the oldest, left-hand blessings; twelve
persons are sent to spy Canaan, but only two are made faithful: when
the blessing was pronounced upon Mount Gerizim, and the curse upon
mount Ebal, we find the tribes of the free women stand on the former,
and the tribes of the bond-maids stand on the latter; when God
delivered Israel from their enemies, on one occasion Barak shall fight,
but a woman shall have the honour of the battle, Judges iv. And on
another occasion, God would do it by Gideon, who was " least in his
father's house, and his family poor in Manasseh." He revealed his
mind to Samuel, who was but a child, in a way he would not to Eli,
who had judged Israel many years. He called David, the youngest of
Jesse's sons, from the sheep-cote, and made him King of Israel; took
Elisha from following the plough to be Elijah's successor; and Amos,
from gathering sycamore fruit or wild figs, to be a prophet. Thus God
is said to take one and leave another, choose one and reject another,
love one and hate another, bless one and curse another, without asking
man's consent, or seeking man's approbation. And every objection
brought against His sovereignty, in this respect, is thus answered,
"Nay, but 0 man, who art thou, that repliest against God; shall the
thing formed say to Him that formed it, why hast Thou made me thus?
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make
one vessel unto honour and another unto dishonour?" (Rom. ix. 20, 21).
We might trace through the New Testament history to establish the
truth of election, but let Christ's declaration, in Luke xvii. 34, 36,
suffice, " I tell you in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the
one shall be taken and the other shall be left"; two men shall be lying
in one delusion of false religion; one shall be taken therefrom to know
the power of godliness, the other shall be left. "Two women shall be
grinding together;" two professors shall be working at the law; one
shall be taken therefrom to Christ, the end of the law, " the other shall
be left." "Two men shall be in the field of profanity, the one shall
be taken therefrom to seek God, the other shall b~ left."
If we look at Bible promises they proclaim election, thus, "this
people have I formed for myself; they shall show forth My praise,"
(Isaiah xliii. 21). Here the promise is made to those whom God hath
formed for himself: and how does He form them? The apostle taught
of God gives the answer, "God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise, and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which are mighty, and base things
of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea,
and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are, that no
flesh should glory in His presence." "But of Him ye are" who are
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thus chosen "in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." Then, it appears,
the way in which God forms a people for Himself, is by choosing them
in Christ, thus constituting Him their everlasting standing-place for
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, and by His
standing the people are constituted a wise, a righteous, a sanctified,
and redeemed people unto God. Therefore, He says, "they shall
show forth my praise," not they may, not if they are careful, not if they
avail themselves of a future offer, but" they shall." This is the end
of God's choice, and this end must be answered, because God has
provided "all fulness" in Christ; which fulness would be so many
dead commodities, if not handed out to " the heirs of promise" at the
suited season. But dead commodities are not in Christ, for" in him
was life," and" in him is no darkness at all," and if no darkness, no
death at all; therefore, they who are formed in Christ by eternal
election shall, sooner or later, show forth God's praise.
"Ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded, world without end"
(Isaiah xlv. 17). This promise is to Israel, that is, God's people interested in the" true Israel," Christ Jesus, Who alone is a "prince with
God," for He honoured His law to its full extent, endured its curse,
and satisfied His justice. And under this character, Jehovah thus
addresses Him, "Thou art My servant, 0 Israel, in whom I will be
glorified" (Isaiah xlix. 3); for to suppose the promise belonged to
Israel after the flesh is contradicting prophecy, Deut. xxviii. 37, and
facts, for they are confounded, as a people, at this very time, being a
"proverb and a by-word among all nations." If then the promise
cannot belong to Israel after the flesh, and does belong to those who
have an interest in Christ the true" Israel," then election alone gave
them this interest.
" In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified and shall glory,"
(Isaiah xlv. 25). Here again the promise is to "Israel." "The Lord
will be the hope of His people," (Joel iii. 16), mark, "of His people,"
not the devil's people, and the Lord will have His children well understand, that when He speaks of His people, He means His chosen, thus
He says, " My people, My chosen" (Isaiah xliii. 20). And God says in
Joel ii. over and over again, "My people shall never be ashamed,"
that is, shall never be ashamed of what He has provided for them,
what He has given to them, what He has worked in them, and what He
will accomplish upon them: for in another place, speaking to the whole
body of His elect, He says, "that thou mayest remember, and be
confounded, and never more open thy mouth, because of thy shame,
when I am pacified towards thee, for all that thou hast done, saith
the Lord God" (Ezek. xvi. 63). Here the Lord is telling His people
what He will reveal in them, namely, peace through the blood of the
cross, which shall produce the blessed effects of true repentance and
godly sorrow for sin.
" At that time Thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be
found written in the book" (Dan. xii. 1). No deliverance from hell,
but for those whose names are written in the book of life; therefore
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Christ says to His disciples, "rejoice, because your names are written
in heaven." It was not till Judas left the table that Christ said, " A
new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another." Christ
knew spiritual love to the brethren is built upon electing love: Judas
was not elected, therefore He only says to the eleven, "Love one
ano~her." I just notice this to introduce the following promise of
ChrIst, made to "the eleven," and through them to all God's elect,
" Because I live, ye shall live also," (John xiv. 19). And after this,
Judas (not Iscariot) so clearly saw election, that he exclaimed, "Lord,
how is it Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us and not unto the world ~ "
(verse 22). And so God has fixed, by an unalterable decree, that His
"people shall dwell alone; and shall not be reckoned among the
nations." They shall dwell alone in all the purposes of His grace, and
to this end God makes all His promises to them in Christ, " according
as they were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world"
(Eph. i. 4).
If we look at the characters by which all who are" saved in the Lord,
even with an everlasting salvation," are designated, we shall find that
this confirms the truth of election. Thus they are called" the body of
Christ, and members in particular" (1 Cor. xii. 27), they are said to be
" t,he church of the first-born, whose names are written in heaven"
(Heb. xii. 23), they are defined as "they which are written in the
Lamb's book of life" (Rev. xxi. 27), the" brethren of Christ" (Rom.
viii. 29), "the daughter of the King" (Psalm xlv. 13), "the Lord's
portion" (Deut. xxxii. 29), "the children of Zion " (Psalm cxlix. 2),
" the flock of God's heritage," (Micah vii. 14), "a peculiar people"
(1 Peter ii. 9), "the salt of the earth" (Matt. v. 13), God's" jewels"
(Mal. iii. 17), " the whole family in heaven and earth named in Christ ..
(Eph. iii. 16), "the precious sons of Zion" (Lam. iv. 2), Yea, "the
election" (Rom. ix. 11).
What can be more evident than that there is a people loved, in
distinction from the world, by God, and that they are His choice;
but should there still remain a doubt upon the reader's mind as to the
foregoing being satisfactory proofs of eternal election, I would direct
him to the following declarations: "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father" (1 Peter i. 2). "Shall not God avenge
His own elect ~ " (Luke xviii. 7). "An apostle according to the faith
of God's eJect" (Titus i. 1). "Who shall lay anything to the charge
of God's elect ~ " (Rom. viii. 33). ., For the elect's sake those days
shall be shortened" (31att. xxiv. 22). "Ye are a chosen generation"
(1 Peter ii. 9). "Many be called, but few chosen" (Matt. ii. 16).
"God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation" (2 Thess.
ii. 13). After reading these parts of God's Word, I am constrained to
believe that eternal election is a truth which is fully established in the
Scriptures.
Does, then, this Bible doctrine endanger holiness ~ By no means,
for it emanates from God, who is "glorious in holiness," therefore
nothing can come from Him that is unholy, or that has an unholy
tendency. It cannot endanger holiness, because it gives the persons
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elected lot being in Christ, who is the source of all holiness Cl. sinner can
know, or God can give to a sinner. Does it not tend to negligence
concerning eternal realities, encouraging the thought, " If I am elected
I shall be saved, therefore I shall not concern myself about the things
of God?" Such expressions or thoughts as this do not arise from
election; but from the temptations of the wicked one, the carnality
of the heart and the blindness of human nature. Wherever a soul can
say, " As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul
after Thee, 0 God," he has a right to believe he is elected, because there
is no panting after God till the qP-ickening power of the Spirit is known,
and a soul is quickened by the Holy Spirit, because" Chosen to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit." But though God hath chosen
a people for Himself, and predestinated them to be conformed to the
image of His Son, and all who pant after God have reason to believe
they are chosen of God; yet no man can say he is not .hosen, if still in a
state of unregeneracy, because none could be more immoral when in
such a state than Mary Magdalene, none more presumptuous than the
thief upon the cross, and none more cruel than Saul of Tarsus. Yet
where was the man who could sav neither of these was a chosen vessel
of mercy, even when they were'" in bondage under the elements of
this world?" And, at the same time, what instance have we that
election urged them on to commit iniquity? Not one. Though God
fore-ordains His people to be conformed to Christ, yet he does not
infuse sin into any; therefore election makes many saints, but not one
sinner. Predestination can be no excuse for sin, for no man can tell
whether it is God's will to permit him to breathe until he has committed
it; therefore no man ever did, and no man ever can, commit sin for
the purpose of accomplishing God's will. Whenever sin is committed,
God, as God, must be forgotten, and to this point speaks the apostle,
" Let no man say when he is tempted I am tempted of God, but every
man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed."
Christ's sufferings and death were fore-ordained, but Pilate and the
Jews acted wickedly in his crucifixion and sufferings, he for unjustly
condemning and scourging him, they for unjustly demanding his death
and cruelly mocking him. But does not the' enemy of souls make use
of this doctrine to lull men into a supine state? There is no craft
whatever but what the devil makes use of either to worry and annoy
the people of God, or to keep his own subjects in carnal security. Is
he not perpetually deluding souls with a contingent representation of
God's mercy, telling them" they will have an opportunity to repent
to turn to God, or to pray upon a death bed?" And if he can deceive
men with such a general representation of the mercy of God as this,
no wonder if he makes a handle of so great an act of mercy as election,
and does deceive some by it who were never chosen to eternal life.
He tempted Christ to presumption, for the evangelist informs us,
" The devil taketh Him, and sitteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple
and saith unto Him, If Thou be the Son of God cast Thyself down, for
it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning Thee, and in
their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy
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foot against a stone." "Jesus said unto him, It is written thou shaH
not tempt the Lord thy God." If, then, the devil could thus attack
Christ, no doubt he often attacks such poor creatures as " sinful man,"
with the same powerful weapons, saying, "If you are elected you wii!
be saved, and if not you will be lost; it is no use resisting me, or fighting
against sin, indulge your lusts, give way to the evils of your nature,
allow yourself a little liberty in iniquity." And where the grace of
election prevent not, these suggestions are listened to and delighted in.
But election is not dangerous, notwithstanding this; for, in fact,
interest in election is the only security against Satan's devices, as Christ
says, " If it were possible they shall deceive the very elect"; implying
that it is impossible. And though the devil makes a bad use of it
(and he makes a bad use of it becam:;e he was not an elect angel, for it is
election keeps angels in heaven; they being elected for Christ, and
saints being elected in Christ), yet God's saints, when under the cheering power of the Holy Ghost, know it to be an holy, heavenly, and
soul-strengthening doctrine; embittering sin, drawing .the mind
towards God, and affording a joy unspeakable and full of glory. And
though many are afraid to say too much about it in public, lest it
should lead to sin, yet the more it is known in its richness and tendency
in the heart of a truly circumcised Israelite, the more it is rejoiced in
as a sin-mortifying, sin-crucifying, creature· debasing, and God-exalting
Truth. And I am no more' afraid of encouraging sin by preaching
election, than a scholar is afraid of encouraging ignorance by expressing
himself grammatically. Or, in other words, I should not be afraid of
preaching election, lest it should lead to sin, any more than I should
be afraid of reading in public too often the following words, "If any
man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow Me " (Matt. xvi. 24), lest it should lead papists to worship
a wooden craBS. Election does not put aside prayer; on the contrary,
none spiritually pray but those who are elected. It does not lay aside
the searching of the Scriptures; on the contrary, none search them
aright but thosp. who are elected. It does not drive men from God's
house, but makes men more eager to go, that they may know their
election of God, by being blessed under the Word. It does not beget
coldness and languor concerning interest in Christ, but is the most
powerful motive any soul can have to love God, because it shows the
greatness of His love to us. It does not forbid our warning a fellowsinner of the evils of immoral practices, but is the most urgent reason
for doing so, because wc know not but. the person whom we may so warn
is an elect vessel of mercy, and our reproof may be the fore-ordained
means of calling him ant of nature's darkness into light. Therefore,
I cannot find the sinful or dangeroUB tendency of election, and defy all
the opponents of this doctrine to produce one proof that election ever
made a man prayerless, careless, immoral, or unholy.
Another fruit, very close to the foregoing, is
TliE MARRIAGE UNION between Christ and His elect body. So that
He being the Hllilband of the church, she bears her Husband's name,
and thus sings, "The Lord our righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6). Sheis
3

84

The GosPel M agaz-ine.

interested in all her Husband'cs property, and thus all her individual
members are" heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ"; by the same
union her debts are His, and His payment her's; His conquests of hell,
death, and the grave, her conquests; His satisfaction to the law her
satisfaction; and His mediatorial acceptance before God her acceptance.
Thus she is said to " suffer with Him," to "be buried with Him," to
" be I'Isen with Him," and" to sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus." It is on the ground of this union David speaks as a type of
Christ, when he says, "I will bless the Lord at all times"; because
" at all times" God the Father loves the church in Him, owns the
church in Him, and accepts the church in Him, "His praise shall be
continually in my mouth," which it is, he being the prophet of the
church, he tells her of the Father's counsels, purposes, and determinations, and then addressing the church, he says, " 0 magnify the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name together." There is no magnifying
or extolling God for the wonders of salvation, the riches of grace, or
the glories of mercy, but in union with Christ.
Without such an union His blood, righteousness, and person would
be of no worth-no value-no efficacy, to her. And, in consequence
of this union when Adam fell the church stood; when Adam lost the
upright image in which he was created she still remained perfect;
when Adam departed from his resting-place she was founded upon a
rock, and was as safe as the rock upon which she was founded. Oh,
the blessedness of the union to Christ! and oh, the treachery of those
who profess to be His friends, and yet say ·of the act of election, in
which this union has its origin, ought either to be brought forward but
seldom, lest it should encourage men to sin, or so preached as not
to give offence!
And what authority have we for such a sentiment as this ~ I thillk
the following are to the point: " Thy Maker is thy husband, the Lord
of Hosts is His name; and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel"
(Isaiah liv. 5). "I will betroth thee unto Me for ever, yea, I will
betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies" (Hosea ii. 19). And where is the dangerous
tendency of this doctrine ~ Nowhere; for it is the fountain of a
regenerated sinner's happiness. In consequence of this union he has
a vital interest in Immanuel's person, worth, and work. As the effect
of this union he is privileged to hold communion with the King of
Kings. As the result of this union, his soul is strengthened so that it
can engage in spiritual exercises, cling to the promises of a faithful
God, and draw heavenly supplies from the river of God's pleasure.
Another fruit found on the heavenly vine is THE COVENANT OF
GRACE.
Though ignorant men often say there are no intimations ill the
Scriptures of covenant settlements concerning the well-being and
everlasting welfare of the church of God, yet those whom God leads
into all truth, discern the glory of J ehovah, and their soul's security in
a "covenant ordered in all things and sure." And to thi!> covenant
the people of God are referred in many parts of the sacred Word.
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Indeed, its express design is by the Holy Ghost declared to be " that
the heirs of promise might have strong consolation who have fled
for refuge to the hope set before them" (Heb. vi. 17, 18). In this
covenant God sets forth to His church wisdom in contriving, order in
executing, and certainty in accomplishing, all that will be for the glory
of His people. We see in the covenant of grace the wisdom of God in
a mystery, securing holiness before sin entered the world, going forth
in acts of salvation before His people were lost, and establishing an
nnion between Himself and the chosen seed, before any discord or
breach of communion was manifest. If, upon the Arminian hypothesis,
J ehovah thought of securing His own holiness in and for any of His
creatures after they were tarnished by sin, it would have discovered a
want of foreknowledge on His part, and evidenced that His security of
holiness was built upon a knowledge of sin subsequent to its entrance
into the world. If, therefore, God was wanting in knowledge upon
this point, imperfection would be seen in Deity, and we should have
no assurance that the atonement He provided would be infinitely and
everlastingly sufficient for our security from "the wrath to come";
but should be daily labouring under the thought that, perhaps, we shall
commit some sin which God did not foresee, and that, therefore, we
shall be lost at last, notwithstanding the provision He made against it.
But who cau indulge in such an irreverent supposition as this ~ None
who have the fear of God in their hearts. If, however, God chose a
people for Himself, whom He knew would become vile, base, filthy,
weak, unbelieving creatures, and provided holiness, redemption,
perfection, blessedness, faith, strength, and glory for them before they
were thus ruined, how it displays His wisdom Who is "wonderful in
counsel and excellent in working." Not only so, but if God had not
arranged and settled when, how, where, and in whom the provision
should be revealed, there would be a constant confusion in the works
of grace. Some might have it at the wrong time, some might have it
in the wrong way, some might have it at the wrong place, and some
might lose it altogether, and the serpent's seed get that which was
intended for Christ's seed. A wise nobleman would not suffer that
property which he had laid up for his children to be in so precarious
a state as Arminianism thus represents God's property laid up for his
children; on the contrary, he would make all the arrangements, and order
all his property in such a manner as that it should descend to his heirs
at the right time, in the right way, and at the right place. And can
it be thought by any sober-minded Christian, that God should be less
wise than the creature, or less careful of heavenly provision for His
family than an earthly father? By no means. He therefore says to
His church, "I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant "
(Ezek. xvi. 60). Mark, not with thee, but" unto thee," the church not
actually existing when the covenant was made. How, then, was it
done ~ The answer is direct; saith God the Father, " I will give Thee
(Christ) for a covenant of the people" (Isaiah xlii. 6, xlix. 8). Therefore the covenant of the church's welfare was made with the church's
covenant head, the Lord Jesus Christ. In addition to all this, if God
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had made a provision, and ordered how, when, and where the persons
interested in it should partake of, and yet left it for the creature to
lay hold of it if he could when an offer of it was made to him, there
would still be contingency. Therefore the covenant of grace is not
only" ordered in all things," but" sure." For Jehovah, addressing
the whole body of His elect, says, "I will make with you," or make
known to you, "an everlasting covenant, even the sure mercies of
David." The mercies of holiness, perfection, salvation, and glory;
the mercies of faith, by which salvation is embraced; of hope, by
which glory is anticipated; of knowledge, by which holiness is understood; and of love, by which Christ is hung upon as all the perfection
needed. They are "the mercies of David," being all treasured up,
founded upon, and secured through David's Lord, who is "the Beloved,"
giving substance and excellency to every mercy.
In this covenant the Father wills to love a people; but the people
whom He fixes His love upon being sinners, He determines upon
appointing a sacrifice for their sins, by which sin should be removed;
He wills to glorify a people, but the people whom He predestinates
to eternal glory being destitute of all qualification for that state, He
calls upon the second person in the glorious Trinity to become their
righteousness; God the Son wills to love the people of his Father's
choice, engages to become their surety, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness for them. The Holy Ghost wills to love, to quicken,
and reveal to the objects of heavenly counsel, delight, and care, the
will of the Father, and work of the Son. The Father's will is to bless
the people with every blessing that shall enrich their souls and glorify
Himself; and no other treasury can be found suited and sufficient
to lay up these blessings in than the God-man, in Whom all divine and
human excellencies meet. The Ho]y Ghost witnesses to the great, the
solemn fact of Christ's blessing" hi" friend" (the church) " with a loud"
(an omnipotent and sympathetic) "voice, rising early" (at the call
of God the Father) "in the morning" (of eternity) by which it was
" counted a curse unto Him," (Prav. xxvii. 14); and by this engagement of Christ to become 11 curse for His people, the blood wherewith
He purchased the church is called "the blood of the everlasting
covenant." Jehovah, in His Trinity of persons, having thus provided,
ordered, and arranged all that pertains to the well-being and welfare
of the church, then says, "I have found David My servant; with My
holy oil have I anointed Him, with whom My hand shall be established."
And having thus solemnly sworn Christ into the office of Mediator,
He majestically addresses the church in the following words, "The
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be
removed, saith the Lorn, that hath mercy on thee" (Isaiah liv. 10).
ThlE doctrine cannot be dangerous, for it provides all the heirs of heaven
with that strength whereby Christ is sought, the devil resisted, God
loved, the world despised, sin hated, heavenly enjoyments prized.
and God glorified.
(To be continued.)
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PRESENT DAY" CHRISTIANITY."
of the most significant signs of the times, and one which must at
once strike the thoughtful observer, is the extraordinary amount aT
false religion that is everywhere to be met with in the present day.
We are not alluding to the want of religion, or to the absolute indifference to it that prevails, though these things are evident enough,
but the matter now proposed for consideration is the extraordinary and
glaring prevalence of all sorts of delusions that go by the name of
" Christianity," and the practice of the professors of these impostures
to describe their followers as "Christians." It would seem that, as
Sll.tan adopted the cross, which was at first the emblem of Christianity,
as the emblem of his own particular deceptions, so now he has adopted
the name "Christian" as the designation of his own particular
followers. The name "Christian," is not only given to those who
are nominally Christians, but who evidently have no more real
Christianity than the heathen, but it is actually given to those who
deny one or all of the fundamental verities of the Christian faith,
even to those who deny the divinity of Christ Himself; and the application of the word" Christian" to men who are in realitv little better
than infidels may be seen almost every day in the religiou; publications
of the present time.
Nor does the evil stop here. Ministers of religion abound who,
in order to please men and fill their places of worship, have adopted or
invented a variety of spurious imitations which are palatable to fallen
humanity, and have sent them forth from pulpit and press as " Christianity re-stated in accordance with the enlightenment of the present
age" ; and every-one who will swallow their delusions is termed a
"Christian," even though he may be living in the ignorance anli
blindness of original sin, and be on the high road to perdition.
These delusions are many and various, suited to the different
propensities of carnal men. Doctrines that are directly contrary to
the Bible, but suited to the self-love of unregenerate men, are widely
taught, such as the dignity of humanity and the denial of original sin;
the denial of the eternal torment of the wicked, or, in fact, of any
torment at all, after this life; the universal Fatherhood of God, held
in such a way as to deny any sovereignty in His decrees, and to infer
the final salvation of all men; sinless perfection; the devil's gospel of
amusement, accompanied by the desecration of the Sabbath, even in
rooms connected with the church or chapel; the denial of any vicarious
intention in the death of Christ, or the necessity of an atonement,
with others too numerous t.() mention, accompanied frequently by
ornate and spectacular services and sensuous music-all, however, with
one design, namely, to flatter the pride, and indulge the corrupt
inclinations of unconverted and carnal men, under the mask of religion
and the pretence of Christianity.
Now, when the term "Christianity" is applied to systems that,
instead of opposing the corrupt instincts and practices of mankind,
actually encourage them by all possible means, and tell the unhappy
ONE
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victims who are on the broad way to destruction that they are" sincere
Christians," it is not surprising that the so-called religious world
should, in the words of Revelation, "wonder" after such sorcery,
c; whose names are not written in the Book of Life."· In fact, it
could hardly be otherwise, when we consider that some of these
" Christian" systems are so artfully contrived, and accompanied with
such an apparent zeal for" holiness" and" spirituality," that, "if it
were possible, they would deceive the very elect." As Luther said
of the same thing in his time-" But in spiritual matters, where Satan
cometh forth not black, but white, in this likeness of an angel, or
of God Himself, there he passeth himself with most crafty dissimulation
and wonderful sleights, and is wont to set forth for sale his most deadly
poison for the doctrine of grace, for the Word of God, and for the
Gospel of Christ."
But what is the reason of all this? From whence does it arise?
There must be a cause why men will depart from the plainest statements of the Bible, and make religions of their own in fiat contradiction
to the Word of God. The reason is, in the words of a late minister,
who was a keen observer of these things, "Man will not submit to
the God of the Scriptures; he wants a God, a Bible, and a Christ of
his own invention. Man will give everybody a chance, when there is
no such thing as chance. Man will have all to be saved, though God
will have mercy on whom He will have mercy; man will convert the
world, though such an idea never entered the Deity's mind. In short,
man will not harbour the Bible scheme of salvation because he has
shrewdness enough to see that, if it be the truth, the great mass of
religionists are going to perdition, and sooner than acknowledge this
awful and humbling fact, he will mangle and mutilate-yea, burn
and ignore the Scriptures."
This quotation will probably lead the reader to what it is hoped
will be found to be the practical lesson to be learned from what has
been said on this all-important subject. Among all the various form~
of error which now go under the name of " Christianit:-," how shall
we discern the true from the false, the wheat from the chaff, the gold
from the dross? There is one test, which never fails. Like Ithuriel's
spear, when applied to Satan himself appearing under another form,
so this, when applied to his delusions, immediately causes the true
author to appear, though they are masked in this case under an
appearance of the greatest holiness. What is this test? It is the
absolute rletermination of the salvation of man by the immutable
decree of God, so that man is nothing anrl God everything in the
matter of salvation. All the authors of the various false systems
may differ in many respects among themselves, but they all agree in
denouncing this. Like Herod and Pilate, who were enemips before,
but were reconciled in condemning Christ, so these authors of false
system!:', however much they may be at variance on other point, are
reconciled in condemning tbe doctrines of Christ. Let this simple test
be applied to any of the false systems of the present day. Does it
teach that man is saved by the sovereign decree of God? or that he
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is saved in whole or in part by his own free-will, so that· some part
of the glory belongs to him ~ If the system will stand the test
when fairly and unflinchingly applied, it must be of God, for what is
of God leads to God and His glory; but if it will not stand the test,
let it be rejected as "another Gospel," though it be taught by men
with the apparent holiness of an archangel, and be held by all the
nominal" Christians" in the world.
J. W. R. A.

REYOND.

" This is not ymtr rest."-MICAH ii. 10.
NOT here thy reRt, 0 pilgrim;
'Tis but the King's highway;
'Tis the deRert lone, which must needs be passerlWhich, never retraced, shall land thee at last
At the portals of perfect day.
Not here thy rest, 0 pilgrim;
'Tis but God's school below,
Where He mouldeth thee in His p~rfect love,
And fitR thee and trains thee for glory above,
The glory which soon thou shalt know.
Not here thy rest, 0 pilgrim;
Yonder the haven lies;
There let thy hopes and thy longings be set,
Soon shall thy heart all life's struggles forget
In its thrill of joyous surprise.
Lift up thy head, 0 pilgrim;
Behold what for thee waits;
The spotless white robe, the immortal crown,
The victory-palm thou shalt never lay down
In His everlaflting gates.
Count not life's toils, 0 pilgrim;
~oon everv care shall cease,
And thy ra~somed soul join the white-robed throng.
In triumphant bursts of the new, new song,
In the land of eternal peace.
Patiently wait, 0 pilgrim;
Let not thy heart despond;
The rest complete, which thou can'st not l.'TIOW here,
Comefl surely apace, and ever more nearThe rest of thy home beyond.
KATE STARES.
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AN AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS TO MOUNT ZION'S WEARY
TR AVELLERS.
(REPRINTED FROM THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE," 1813.)
SUFFER a daughter of Jerusalem to remind you, there remaineth a rest
for you, both here and hereafter, in Christ. Your exclusive privilege
alone it is even now, in the midst of labour, to take rest by faith:
and shortly you alone shall enter that holy kingdom, where sin and
gorrow, darkness and imprisonment, opposition and conflict, shall no
more disturb your sweet repose in J eSUB. Here we rest in Him by
faith; but there we shall rest in the full fruition, and see Him face to
face. Here, though surrounded by a thousand obstacles, we hope
against hope in a glorious Redeemer; there, we shall surely enjoy more
than all we hoped for here, and cast our crowns at His feet. He Who
hath ordained us to enter the kingdom through much tribulation,
hatb also ordained and reserven that glorious inheritance for us.
Sweet truth! we are then sure of being kept through faith, by His
mighty power, unto full and final salvation. Oh, let us, then, take
down our harps from the willows, and give glory to God, for our
salvation is ready to be revealed; it only awaits the arrival of the
rcsunection morn, then the rich contents of the precious promise in
Christ will be gloriously unfolded in our forthcoming into ultimate
perfection.
But it may be at present you are in heaviness through manifold
temptations and sorrows. Fear not, my sorrowful friends. In the
furnace you may be, but from the Refiner's hands you never can fall ;
the fire cannot burn you; it only takes hold of your dross and your
bonds. Remember Who made the fomth in the furnace which
Ncbuchadnczzar caused to be heated seven times hotter than usual.
Oh, think not that floods and flames shall separate you from an enjoyment of the company of the Son of God (I speak from experience of
His faithfulness). In these places He comes to hold the sweetest
fellowship. Would you have your faith found untn praise, and honour
and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ ~ Then expect it to be
tried here. Would you sing of delivering mercy without preceding
dangers ~ The way to ta.ke h01l1 of Christ's strength is first to lose all
our own; the way to be more than conquerors is first to be overcome.
The Lord works His free-grace wonders by such means as to reason
appear quite contrary to His designs. He that to.ok care that Peter's
faIth should not fail, will take care of us, and of our faith, too. We
are now in the lowland territories of the King of glory. Now, it is the
kingdom and patience of Christ; shortly we shall be in the kingdom
and glory of Christ, and seeing that patience has her perfect work, we
need not be surprised if she is daily called into exercise. Are we hated
of all men for Christ's sake ~ Do we meet with ulll'easonable opposition
from men of corrupt minds ~ Yea, are we wounded in the house of our
friends ~ Fear not; this is still the true pilgrim's road. Jesus hath
trod this trying path before us. "They hated Me," says Hc, " before
they hated you." Look at His hands! There are the wounds He
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rec.eived in the house of His friends. This is the King's high road to the
city; let us, like Him, cry, "Father, forgive them! "
But you have a deeper source of disquietude and Borrow than outward opposition. Ah! my friends, our compassionate High Priest
knows our inward sighs and groans; that which cannot be uttered by
us is all intelligible to Him. He is no unconcerned spectator of our
various conflicts; He knows the bleeding Borrow which a base, ungrateful heart occasions in the breast of one who is born of God; and in
Him alone there is a balm for all our wounds. The very sins which
now load your troubled souls once burdened your suffering Lord, or
you had never known such trouble. All were known to Him, and
were atoned for, long before we drew 0UI' breath. The many windings
of a proud, deceitful heart, lost by nature to all that's good, were
minutely viewed, and every sinful deed as well as thought, were all
collected in infinite fore-knowledge, and laid on the spotless Lamb of
God, Who bore the whole away in death. He gave Himself up to
suffer for our sakes the wrath of His own Father. We have, therefore, no such sorrow to endure; no wrath, no curse, attends our outward.
trials or inward conflict; but suffer we must while we are the subjects
of Rin. "Forasmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same mind"; "If we suffer with Him,
we shall also reign with Him."
And with respect to outward. opposition, we are directed to Christ,
our great Example-" Consider Him Who endured such contradiction
of sinners against Himself, lest ye be weary and faint in your minds."
Here patience is called to her post, while the eye of faith looks at her
Lord for direction and strength to tread the narrow path. Oh, how
sacred is self-denial for His dear name's sake! It is because He denied
HImself for our sakes that we receive strength through the Spirit to
tread in His steps, and all our shortcoming and sinful deviations are
freely forgiven through His precious blood. What love is here-that
all our poor services should be washed in blood divine, and presented
by Him Whose interceding breath perfumes every sacrifice.
Until perfection commences we shall have need of patience. A life
of faith is a waiting life; for though we receive the earnest we wait for
the inheritance. Does God call us to hope to the end ~ Then He will
give us what to hope for. He it is Who says to the poor, buffeted,
weary pilgrim, " Gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope
to the end, for the grace that is to be brought unt{) you at the appeariIlg
of Jesus Christ." What that grace is, who can describ':l ~ "For it
doth not yet appear what we shall be," but we are positively told that,
" when He shall appear, we shall be like Him." Then, indeed, Christ
will be admired in Hi" saints, for they shall bear His glorious image.
What difficulties and wrrows have many dea.r saints gone through, in
pressing towards this mark for the priz':l of our high calling! To be
like Christ is an honour and dignity which awaits all the royal family
of heaven. Such are the consequences of being joint heirs with the
Royal Heir of all things; and shall not we who are expecting ere long
to shine as the stars of heaven for ever and ever, be content to be
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made of no reputation here for Christ's sake 1 What is a little worldly
respectability, what is the applause of frail mortals, to the honour
which cometh from God only 1 Verily, the more closely we follow the
lowly, deRpised, harmless Lamb of God, the more we may expect to be
a reproach of men, and despised of the people. The more sweetness of
love we taste in atoning blood, the more the Holy Spirit opens the
grand designs of love in Christ's cross, the more we shall be crucified to
the world and carnal professors of religion, and the more they will
be crucified to us. By this the blessed Spirit melts the chosen sinner's
heart, and separates people from people. What, then, are we better
than they? No, in no wise; but He Who in eternity ordained us
to be It peculiar people, called us in time to come out from among
them, and show forth His praise, while we are passing through this
desert to His kingdom and glory. Praise is comely for the upright,
who are loaded with benefits; it is always our reasonable service, and
through the Spirit of grace, at times our delightful employ. The
spirit of praise is the gift of grace, and rises out of an enjoyment of a
free salvation in Jesus; it is the highest act of worship, and will be our
everlasting Rong. It stands opposed to pride and ingratitude, the
unbelief and self-dependence of our hearts. In this sweet enjoyment
the soul goes forth from self to the Object of its adoration, and dwells
on His excellencies, while a conscious enjoym.ent of undeserved benefits
fills us with gratitude. But llere, alas! at the throne of free grace,
what deficiency appears in us, and in our engagements! In life,
instead of praises, how oft we take up the precious time in murmuring
at the wise dispensations of our own Father. Oh, the ingratitude of
our impatient, unbelieving hearts! It requires the patience of the
God of all grace to bear with us.
But here let me turn round and remind you who smart under ",
sense of your vile ingratitude, that our God is the God of patience,
Yes, my tried companions, Re has patience with 11S in atoning blood,
when we are quite out of patience with ourselves. He w·ill reprove
our wanderings, and again restore the joy of His great salvation. Then
it is with melting hearts we bless His name for reproving our folly,
for opposing our designR, and for pulling our poor, air-built castles
to the ground. To the hungry soul such hitter things are sweet,
because we are taught to take them as pledges of His peculiar regard.
None but the children of adoption are so dealt with. What proofs
have we that our God is ever mindful of His Covenant, and that Ris
love is everlasting, being fixed upon us in an immutable Head, whose
righteousness can never be abolished, whose blood ever atones! Then,
let us bless His name, we have in Him an everlasting ground of praise,
and an everlasting Objeet to adore. This glorious Forerunner has
really entered into His rest, crowned with glory and honour; and
none can pluck us out of His mediatorial hands, for" His right hand
and His holy arm hath gotten Him the victory." We are now in the
familv of Christ on earth, and shall shortlv be with the same family
in gl~ry. The number of God's elect will' ere long be accomplished.
The Holy Spirit of God is daily carrying on His work in the earth,
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bringing the elect to a knowledge of their own Covenant God, and
polishing the stones of the temple; and soon the last will be brought
with shouting! Then will the commission be given to the angels,
"Gather Mine elect from the four winds." For this blessed period
by faith I daily wait. Then, fellow-travellers, all tbat wearied us in
our journey will be forgott,en, for tbe former things will be passed
away.
Now, many of us bave no one to break the bread of life to us in the
Gospel ministry; some of us are like speckled birds, and others like
sparrows alone upon the housetop; but shortly we shall surely have
one grand meeting, and the I,amb of God Himself shall lead us to
fountains of living waters. Then the" strangers s('att~red " (as Peter
calls them), though illlknown by face to each other heTe, shall wear one
grand and general likeness ; the glory of the Lamb shall shine in every
face. No cause of tears shall ever rise, when God Himself hath wiped
them all away. Then no more fiery darts, no harassing devil, no
more corruption, then shall work within to interrupt the song of neverending praise! Why, then, should we give way to gloomy, God·
dishonouring sorrow now? Our sins are forgiven, our crown is secure,
our Lord is in possession of glory for us, and bas indeed given us the
earnest. For us He is entered into the presence of God; for us He
intercedes and prevails; for us He will come, and us He will receive
to Himself. Oiir Lord is expecting the arrival of the day, as well as
we. Our journey is every day sborter, our trials are passing away,
and our complete salvation is nearer tban wben we first believed. These
things are true and faithful. Then," lift up your heads, for your
redemption draweth nigh."
.. Soon the joyful news will come,
'Child, your Father oalls, "Come home." , "

St. Ives.

SUSANNA.

MANKIND, by their apostasy in Adam, had destroyed in themselves
the whole of that principle which would have led them to God as
their life and blessedness; and had (withal) contracted such an
enmity ag~inst Him, and repugnancy to all overtures for returning to
Him (and this gulf was so fixed), as would for ever have kept God
and us asunder, bad not that blessed project of choosing in Christ
been set on foot to dissolve it.-Elisha Coles.
ELECTIO:S is a " promotion that cometb neither from the east, nor
from the west, or ~outh," but from God; vYho, as He puts down one,
and sets up another; so some He chooseth, and others He passeth by
as seemeth Him good; and none can say to Him, What doest Thou?
or, Why hast thou made me thus? For election as it always supposeth
a greater number out of which the choice is made, so an arbitrary
power in Him that chooseth, to choose whom He will, without giving
account to any for what He doeth.-Elisha Coles.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH.

AMONG the very few surviving clergymen who throughout the past
forty years have continued to preach faithfully the soul-saving
doctrines of the sovereign grace of God is the REV. WILLIAM LUSH,
Rector of Stretton, in the county of Leicester, whose portrait appears
in our present number. Our personal acquaintance with this truehearted servant of Christ originated about thirty-five years ago, when
we met in Rolloway, in the house of the late Captain Scrymgour, R.N.,
whose saintly wife was a sister of the Rev. George D. Doudney,
Incumbent of Charles Chapel, Plymouth, author of the well-known
" Cottage Lectures" which have afforded" green pastures" to large
numbers of the Lord's scattered flock. Our spheres of pastoral labour,
however, have always lain so far apart that the pen only has allowed
of our holding sweet fellowship in "the things of the kingdom." We
could wish that our dear friend, whose unwavering attachment to the
pure truth of God, and great pulpit gifts, fit him for the charge of a
large congregation, might be called from an obscure country parish
to exercise his instructive ministry in some place where the lovers of
the distinctive verities of the gospel might gather in their strength,
and feed to their soul's delight on the" feast of fat things" which his
deeply experimental discourses provide. The way of the Lord,
however, so far, has been otherwise, and the door has remained
unopened. Not without some hope are we that our notice of MR.
LUSH in these pages will stir up prayer in this matter among those
who mourn the recent removal of very many of the Lord's true and
tried witnesses, that his ripe knowledge as an expositor of the Scriptures,
and as a skilful and sympathetic physician of souls, may be more
widely employed. For many years MR. LUSH served the cause of
God's truth effectively by editing the RememiJrancer, a monthly
magazine uncompromisingly conducted on free grace principles, in
which the late dear Mrs. Hoblyn, of Bath-the author of "Nothing to
Pay"-took a deep and practical interest. He is profoundly read in
Puritan theology, and his teaching is richly impregnated ,nth the
spiritual thought of the Puritan period.
We have asked our dear brother in the Lord for a statement of the
way by which his steps have been spiritually and providentially led,
and he has kindly met our wishes. The following sketch will, we are
sure, be read with interest. It breathes a sincere, humble, and Christexalting spirit, and is thoroughly characteristic of its gracious author.
MR. LUSH writes: "I was born in the Isle of Wight, but my father
dying before I had any recollection of him, my mother settled in the
Island of Portsea, where I was educated at the Diocesan School. In
my earliest days I had a natural taste for external religion, regularly
attending church, and often at home acting the part of a clergyman
by dressing up and reading the prayers and a sermon to the collected
members of the household. At this time I had the advantage on
Sunday evenings of the ministry of the Rev. J. Knapp, Vicar of St.
John's, Portsea, to whose church I regularly walked a distance of

The Gospel 111agazine.

45

some miles, but knew nothing at this time of my state as a sinner
before God. After leaving school-oat the request of my mother and
only brother, who, being my senior by ten years, always acted as a
father to me, and whose death, only a few weeks since, I am now
bitterly lamenting-I was articled to a solicitor at Chatham, but soon
grew weary of the Law, and my natural feelings, as to becoming a
clergyman, became so strong that (fearing my health would give way),
at great personal sacrifice to themselves, my mother and brother got
my articles cancelled, and removed me to King's College, London,
where, after five years of really hard work, first in the General
Literature, and afterwards in the Theological Department, I obtained
a first class, and became a Theological Associate of the College.
" During this course of study it was that, under the sermons of the'
Rev. W. H. Krause, of Bethesda Chapel, Dublin, my eyes were opened
to see my state as a sinner before God, and then I began to feel how
utterly unfitted I was for the work of the ministry. I was much
exercised, and knew not what to do, as I felt that to again ask my
widowed mother, and brother, who had not long entered into business
for himself, and consequently whose resources were hampered, to
help me to some other occupation,would be to place myself in a position
where I must expect refusal, whilst they would not understand the
motives that prompted me to do so, and would only look on me as
restless and changeable. I went through much exercise of mind at
this time, and, in my lodgings at Camberwell, felt again and again
like Jehoshaphat of old when he said, 'We know not what to do, but
our eyes are unto Thee.' This went on for some time, till, as a last
resource, I begged the Lord to answer the prayer, 'What wouldest
Thou have me to do ~' Feeling almost desperate, I entreated the
Lord to forgive me, if I were doing wrong, in asking Him under such
trying circumstances to permit me to open His Word and light upon
a passage that would give me His mind and will. And never shall
I forget the burden taken off my spirit when my eyes feU upon the
words, 'Now He that ministereth seed to the sower both minister
bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown' (2 Cor. ix. 10).
"I went on after this looking out for a curacy under a free grace
Vicar, and glad was I to get a title from the Rev. James Prosser,
Vicar of Thame, a real lover of the truth. Then came a sore trial.
At an interview with Dr. Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford, I was refused
ordina ion unless I would consent to teach' Baptismal Regeneration.'
To this, of course, I could not consent, and the sympathy of Mr.
Prosser with me at this time, as expressed in a touching letter he
wrote me, awoke such a feeling of love in my heart that his memory
is as dear to me to-day as ever. Under these circumstances, I had to
look elsewhere for a title, which was given me by the Vicar of
Worthington, in Leicestershire, an invalid clergyman living in Derby.
I was ordained by the esteemed Dr. Davys, the then Bishop of Peterborough, whose kindness to me at that time I shall never forget..
It was my dear mother's great desire to live to hear me preach; but
God's ways are not our ways, for the week before the Bishop's
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ordination I had a telegram at Camberwell to hasten home, as she
was taken very ill. Suffice it to say, she never recognized me, and I
had the painful duty of accompanying her corpse from Portsea to ten
miles the other side of Salisbury, where my father was buried, and then
to go from Salisbury to Peterborough for a three days' examination.
How true it is, 'As thy day is, so shall thy strength be.' My first
sermon was preached at the neighbouring parish of Breedon-on-theHill, from the words' Salvation is of the Lord'; and the same blessed
Spirit that taught me that truth then is still my Teacher. Consequently I have much to be thankful for, that, unlike so many, e.g.
John Berridge, I have not to go upon any other lines than those I was
led to follow from the first; for, the older the child of God gets, the
more precious he feels a Covenant Salvation to be.
"During my first curacy I became acquainted with one of the
choicest men it has ever been my privilege to know-William L.
Rollestone-a name dear to many a child of God. This led tD my
taking his curacy at Great Dalby, though two years he was absent
from the parish. I then went for a short time to the late Rev. T.
Jones's parish at Creaton, when, through the instrumentality of the
late Rev. J. C. Martin and the then Vicar of Portsmouth, I was
presented by Winchester College to the living of Waterlooville. Being
only seven miles from Portsmouth, it was my privilege whilst here
to form an intimate and close friendship with three of God's sent
servants at Southsea-the Rev. J. C. Martin, the Rev. B. D. Aldwell,
and the Rev. F. Baldey.
" It would be tcdions for me to enumerate the various changes of
my life. I have been privileged to be assistant minister with the late
Rev. W. Dunford at Brompton Episcopal Chapel, where the simple
testimony of God's free grace was listened to by such men as the late
Sir John Thwaites, the late Mrs. Lett, of Dulwich, and many otherti,
some of whom, still alive, bear testimony to the sweet moment.:; rich
in blessing which they enjoyed there. Only the past week have I had
two such testimonies. I succeeded Dr. Wilkinson in the charge of
Snargate and Snave, Kent, and find myself tD·day in a small parish
of forty people, a living given me by the lately deceased Bishop of
Southwell. I am not a young man, but it is painful to feel that,
outside my own family, I have not a single parishioner that thoroughly
appreciates free grace teaching; one or two outside the parish, I
believe, enjoy it. For some wise purpose the Lord has sent me here,
and I desire to leave Him, Who is too wise to err, to fix the bounds
of my habitation."

[Next month wc propose to publish a sermon preached at St.
George's, Waterlooville, Hants, by MR. LUSH on the passage, "They
looked unto Him and were lightened, and their faces were not
ashamed" (Ps. :xxxiv. 5}.-ED. G.M.]
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"THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT."
(MATTHEW ix. :20.)
THERE are so many incidents in Holy Scripture recorded of the faith
of women, and the Lord's gracious answers to their desires, that we
are apt sometimes to envy them their nearness to His person and the
ability to hear His vo:ce; and yet we know that He is "so nigh to
all who call upon Him," and still speaks through His Word, written so
that we, too, can say, " It is the voice of my Beloved," and He is the
Same. Reading recently the narrative of the woman who touched
the hem of His garment, a strong desire to put forth the hand of faitb
led to the inquiry, What is the hem of His garment to us, in this
twentieth century after His ascension into heaven 'I There must be
some spiritual truth couched under the hem. In response to desire for
the teaching of the Spirit, at once came the words of the Psalmist,
"Who coverest Thyself with light as with a garment" (Psa. eiv. 2).
What light does He make His garment? Not that of the material sun;
it is His creation, but the light of revelation; for no man knoweth God,
" Who dwelleth in the light no man can approach unto"; "but the
only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him." He is the incarnate Word, the substance of the written
Word, revealing God in the Trinity of persons to the hearts of those
whom the enlightening Spirit condescends to teach. If the Word of
God be thus the vehicle by which the Son of God declares and reveals
the Father unto us, as words are the expression of our mind, and the
Lord Jesus is Himself the great, the highest, expression of the love of
God, " God is Love." What is the hem of that garment, in which robe
of light He wraps Himself? The response came unctuously in the
words of a hymn that was melody of heart once at a Clifton Conference, and was sung-there at the recent gathering in October, 1904"Exhaustless is thy new, and new thine old.
Most blessed Word!
Such wea.lth of folded treasure to unfold,
o blessed Word!
Demands eternit,y."

So here was the key that unlocked the casket-the hem is the folded
sweetness of the Word of Truth. Wherever there is a two-fold promise,
there is the hem of His garment, and faith iR the hand given (restored
by Him from withering unbelief; all His work) by which we grasp the
hem, a<lSured that if we can but touch the border of His garment we
shall be made whole, and have our desire granted. So we lay hold of
the two-fold promise, and its sweetness is unfolded to us by the Spirit of
light. "For all the promises of God in Him are Yea, and in Him
Amen, to the glory of God by us" (2 Cor. i. 20); there is no Nay, no
If in them. We ought not to range His will against (and thus nullify)
His ability" to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us," to ask perseveringly;
without which power we should not" continue in prayer and watch in
the same with thanksgiving." There are many hems to His garment.
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•. Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name that will I do, that the Father
lllay be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in My name I
will do it." Whatsoever and anything are a two-fold promise. Some
hems are three-fold, in the mouth of three witnesses, Joel, Peter, and
Paul, " Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."
Many are twiee repeated. "Thine expectation shall not be cut off "
(Prov. xxiii. 18 and 24). There is a duplicate in the promise made to
Abraham, " In thy sp-ed shall all the families of the earth be blessed" ;
thy Seed, which is Christ, involved a son promised, Isaac, and a godly
seed from him" until the Seed shall come"; and" So shall thy seed
be," like their father who, against hope, believed in hope; "they are
born after the Spirit," and so each hecomes " a son of Abraham " (Luke
xix. 9), "a daughter of Abraham" (Luke xiii. It).
There is also" Verily, verily" (John :xvi. 20). It may afford our
readers profitable search to pursue the subject, and find that God that
cannot lie promised and" confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set
before us " (Heb. vi. 18).
Lord, give us light and grace to see the many double-folded promises
in Thy Word, and to enjoy the folded sweetness of Thy promises; thus
to lay hold of the hem of Thy garment, touch, yea, grasp, it, and realise
that" Somebody hath touched Me," because" virtue has gone out of
Thee" for healing" all our diseases."
MARY.

WAITING ON GOD.
~NCOURAGE your souls unto waiting on God. Do new fearF ariRe?
Do old disconsolations continue? Say unto your souls-" Yet wait on
God; why are you cast down, 0 our souls, and why are you di~quieted
within us? Hope in God, for we shall yet praise Him, Who is the
health of our countenance and our God," as the Psalmist doth in the
like case (Ps. xlviii. 5). So he speaks elsewhere-" Wait on God, and
be of good courage." Shake off sloth, rouse up yourselves from under
desponclencies, let not feg,rs prevail. This is tbe only way for success,
and it will assuredly be prevalent. Oppose this reFolution to every
discouragement, and it will give new life to faith and hope. Say,
" My flesh faileth, and my heart faileth; but God is the Rock of my
heart, <ind my portion for ever," as Psalm lxxiii. 26. Though thy
perplexed thoughts have even wearied and worn out the outward man,
as in many"'the,v do, so that flesh faileth; and though thou hast. no
refreshing evidence from within, from thyself or thy own experience,
so that thy heart faileth; yet resolve to look to God. There is strength
ill Him, and satisfaction in Him, for the whole man. He it' a Rock
and a Portion. This will stren~then things which otherwi~e will be
ready to die. This will keep life in thy course, and stir thee up to plead
it with God in an acceptable season, when He will "be found" (Ps.
cxxx).-John Owen, D.D.
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SWEET PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER.

"THE Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him," sings the
royal Psalmist, "to all that call upon Him, in truth. He will fulfil
the desire of them that fear Him: He also will hear their cry, and
will save them." Comforting words and rich promises! You speak of
praying as a duty-away with the faint and unworthy term! In the
New Testament, that which you call "duty," is termed privilege,
favour. It. is not only our duty, but our noble privilege to serve God;
we have the high permission to participate in the furtherance of His
cause-not merely the obligation, and the sweet privilege to praynot the duty alone. Oh, how intolerable sounds the language echoed
here and there among us! "I have no need to pray more, because
Christ accomplished all for me!" "I need no more!" Oh, the
unworthy misconception betrayed in such words! Wretched position!
abandoned by God's Spirit, which here comes forth to the light of
day, under the appearance of Gospel liberty! Ye poor people doubtless never learnt "hat praying means, and, it may be, only know the
unwilling service imposed upon you in your morning and evening
worship. Hear and understand what it is to pray.
Upon the seat of majesty sits enthroned the Lord of heaven and
earth. I throw myself, with an " Abba, Father! " upon His love, and
pour out to Him my whole heart-that is prayer. He hends down His
ear to me; I feel it, and speak out unto Him as an oppressed or
joyfully moved child; that is praying. ., What ails you ~ " enquires
the Lord. "To Thee," I reply, "I must bring all my complaints;
upon Thee alone I am thrown; Thou art my refuge for ever and ever."
That is praying. And, behold, I am relieved already, as I reveal
myself before Him, and, with mv burden, sink down at His feet. Now
say, therefore, if to pray is not a privilege ~
True prayer is
the work of the Holy Spirit. Without the Spirit, prayers may be
recited and pretended, but not prayed. Prayer is the breath of the
new man, the unfolding blossom of the Divine life.
Assuredly
there are moments when we cannot pray freely. Then we sigh forth
within us, " 0 Lord, how is it within me ~" But then this lamenting
" 0 Lord" is prayer. Days arrive when again we scourge ourselves
to prayer by law. Then the extorted form deserves not the name
of a prayer; but, if we watch more closely, there sounds under the
forced address, many a mournful and troubled :' Alas! " and" Oh ! "
and therein breathes prayer again. Yes, prayer, whether it consists
only in detached or involw1tary sighs, is always present in God's
children. We can no longer leave our God. "Lord, whither ~ Thou
hast the words of eternal life ! "-" El'ijah," by Rev. F. W. Krummacher,
D.D.
" GOD does not always frown, lest we should be cast into despair.
God does not always smile, lest we should be careless, and presume."Dr. Owen.
4

50

The Gospel Magazine.
~rot£~tant ~£aCOll.

THE NOVELTIES OF POPERY.
THE Creed of the Church of Rome, notwithstanding the Papal boast
that she is "always the same," is subject to frequent changes and
new developments. The history of the Romish Apostasy, indeed,
is a long series of shifting beliefs and contradictory dogmas. A recent
instance may be given of the unstable and uncertain Creed of the
pretended " Catholic" Church, whose credenda are from time to time
revised and formulated by an Italian priest under the roof of a palace
built near the banks of the muddy Tiber.
Thus, fifty years ago on the 8th of December last, Pope Pius the
Ninth proclaimed a new article of faith, and claimed authority to
make its acceptance binding on the consciences of all his co-religionists,
numbering, probably, 150,000,000 souls. This novel article of faith
obliged these persons, in opposition to the plain teaching of God's
written Word, to hold that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was a sinless
being, that, unlike all other of Adam's race-who are" conceived in
sin and shapen in iniquity "-she was conceived without any stain of
sin or moral defilement. By this preposterous dogma Rome's" Mary "
was elevated into the position of a demi-goddess, for her nature
differed essentially from that of the human race. The theory that
it was necessary the Divine Redeemer should be the child of a sinless
mother is, obviously, ridiculously fallacious, for a similar reason would
necessitate that Mary herself should have been the offspring of sinless
parents-and so on through all the generations of mankind, until
Adam himself were reached, when the only alternative of such a theory
would be to deny the historical truth of the Fall !
The" Immaculate Conception" of the mother of Jesus was not an
article of Rome's faith fifty-one years ago. All through the centuries
Roman Catholics had been left free to reject the groundless theory,
and were considered orthodox in so doing, till, in 1 '5-1, "hen by the
will and word of a mortal man-one who has since been called to
appear before his Maker-it was decreed to be necessary to salvation
that the fiction should be sincerely believed! For the last fifty years,
then, the " belief" of the pretended " unchangeable" Roman Church
has diverged in a most vital point, from its antecedent standard of
faith; and Papists are exposed to the peril of further dogmas being
added to their Creed. Indeed, only sixteen years elapsed after the
passing of the Pope's formal decree, in 1854, when another article,
that of the " Infallibility of the Pope," was enforced on the Popish
communion. Not long hence it is probable that a third cl'edendum
will be proclaimed at the Vatican, namely, the fable of the" Assumption
of the Virgin." Belief in this apocrV'J?hal event is already common
among Papists, and is steadily ripening for the exercise of the necessary
authority which shall make it binding on the ever-shifting system
which claims to be founded on Simon Peter. A feast in honour of
the legend of Mary's bodily ascent into heaven has long been celebrated
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annually in the Church of Rome. It is stated that the Order of
Jesuits is especially desirous of crowning the vast structure of Maryworship by the formal declaration of the corporeal ascension of their
goddess. Romanists, however, are far from being agreed as to the
time and place when the alleged miraculous event took place. But,
of course, all such historical difficulties disappear when once the
" infallible" Pope chooses to speak ex cathedra! The supreme object
of the Papal Apostasy in exalting a sinful woman to the position
of a goddess is to justify the idolatrous worship which for ages has
been paid to her by the credulous, ignorant, superstitious devotees
of the Priesthood.
It cannot be too emphatically pointed out that the ideal "Virgin
Mary" of Rome has little in common with the historical Mary of the
Gospels and the Acts of the AIJostles. The latter was a sinner who
rejoiced in God her Saviour. The" Virgin" of modern Romanism
is a mediatrix between God and men, but infallible Scripture, on the
contrary, reveals the truth that there is " one Mediator between God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus." To accredit any created being
with qualifications which belong to the Deity only is blasphemy of a
character the most presumptuous. No one can mediate between
God and men "ho is not himself both God and man so as to be able
to "lay his hand on both "-on God as being very God, on man as
being very man! The crime of which, by her Mariolatrous teaching
and worship, the Church of Rome is guilty has no parallel in the
religious history of the world, although it had its origin and inspiration
in the Paganism of old Rome, under which a mythological woman
was worshipped, said to possess the attributes now credited to the
Papal Madonna. Upon this aspect of the case, the following extract
may be cited from his" Sketch of the Reformation in England" by
the late Rev. J. J. Blunt, Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge.
Speaking of Rome, at the introduction of Christianity there, he says :" The Gospel was introduced into it and had to win its way by slow
degrees through the ancient sympathies and inveterate habits of the
Pagan city. It was a maxim with some of the early promoters of
the Christian cause to do as little violence as possible to existing
prejudices. They would run the risk of Barnabas being confounded
with Jupiter, and Paul with Mercurius. In the transition from Pagan
to Papal Rome much of the old material was "orked up. The heathen
temples became Christian churches; the altars of the gods, altars
of the saints; the curtains, incense, tapers, votive tablets, remained
the same; the Aquaminarium was still the vessel for holy water;
St. Peter stood at the gate inste~d of Cardea ; . . . the Mater Deum
became the Madonna; alms pro Matre Deum became alms for the
Madonna; the festival of the Mater Deum the festival of the Madonna,
or Lady Day; the Hostia, or Victim, was now the Host; the
, Lugentes Campi,' or dismal regions, Purgatory; the offerings to the
Manes [departed spirits] were Masses for the dead. The parallel
might be drawn out to a far greater extent; indeed, so much of the
Roman [Pagan] had been grafted upon the Roman Catholic system
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during the dark ages (as they are called) that the confusion of ideas
and of terms resulting from it forms quite a feature in the writings of
the Italian authors who lived at the revival of letters."
Between Popery and Paganism the difference is only one in name.
Popery is "Christianized" Paganism.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
Royal Commission on Church Disorders sat for several days last.
month. Much evidence of Ritualistic illegalities was given by various
witnesses, and on December 9th an adjournment was made till early
in January.--On the nomination of the Prime Minister, the
Sacerdotalist Higher Critic, Dr. Gore, was last month appointed by
the King, Bishop of the new See of Birmingham. Archdeacon Diggle
was appointed to Carlisle, and the Suffragan Bishop of Southwark,
Dr. Yeatman-Biggs, to the Bishopric of Worcester. Archdeacon
Diggle is a broad Evangelical, but the new Bishop of Worcester is a
High Churchman. In the list of new members of the English Church
Union just published there appears the name of the Earl of Shaftesbury,
He is proposed by Lord Halifax and seconded by the secretary,
Mr. H. W. Hill.--A petition has been drawn up for presentation to
the Rector of Southover, near Lewes, protesting against the proposed
use of the " Ancient and Modern Hymn Book" in the Church. The
wording of the petition is as follows: "Rev. Sir,-We, the undersigned
members of the congregation of the parish of St. John, Southover,
and Church-workers view with feelings of intense regret your present
proposal to re-introduce the Hymn Book (Ancient and Modern) and
other changes which are contemplated, knowing well that Hymns
A. and M. have had such a large share in entirely changing in many
cases the character of the services in the Church of England for years
past by inculcating, through the medium of hymnology, false and
sacerdotal doctrines, such as Mariolatry, Transubstantiation, prayers
to and for the dead, etc. We beg most respectfully, but most earnestly,
to enter our strong protest against the same." We heartily wish
success to the Protestant parishioners of Southover in their protest
against the introduction of the Romanizing hymnal.--In order to
show their appreciation of a quarter of a century's services of their
Rector, the Rev. John Veysey, the parishioners of Purton, Wilts,
recently presented him with a valuable case of silver, together with
an address in a bel1utifully illuminated album, to which was appended
the names of upwards of 700 subscribers to the testimonial. Mr.
Veysey has held his present charge since 1878, he having been previously
for nearly nine years Rector of Cann, Shaftesbury, both livings being
in the gift of the Earl of Shaftesbury.--It has been arranged to
have the first exhibition of the cinematograph pictures of missionary
scenes which are being specially talren for the C.M.S. in India, at
Exeter Hall on the evening of Tuesday, January 24th. A small
charge will be made for admission.--The official report of the late
Clifton Conference is now ready, price one shilling, and may be had
from Mr. W. F. Mack, 52, Park Row, Bristol.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" PURCHASE AND
MAINTENANCE FUND.
By the good hand of the Lord upon us we now have the satisfaction
of recording to His glory the realization of the greater part of the
scheme which we placed before our readers some time since, the main
object of which is to secure the perpetuity of the distinctive doctrinal
teaching for the maintenance of which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was
called into existence 139 years ago, and upon which the blessing of
the Holy Spirit has been abundantly bestowed.
Early in the year 1903 we received an intimation from the Proprietors
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that they intended to dispose of their interest
in the publication. This information led to much waiting on the Lord
for the knowledge of His will and for wisdom to act upon it. It was,
indeed, a testing time for faith in the resources of our God. To make
an effort to secure the venerable periodical, in the interest of God's
pure truth and for the sake of His truth-loving people, was powerfully
laid upon conscience and heart, and we mentioned the matter to our
devoted fellow-worker in connection "rith the MAGAZINE, Miss Ruth
Cowell, a daughter of the late Mr. George Cowell, the beloved writer
of" Wayside Notes" and editor of the MAGAZINE in succession to the
Rev. Dr. Doudney. The early droppings of Divine favour and blessing
followed on united prayer. A few readers of our pages having become
aware that Toplady's old and honoured publication was in course of
changing hands, gave us the assurance of their sympathy and support
in our proposal to purchase the MAGAZINE and to vest it in a Trust.
The purchase money amounted to £200. This sum was quickly
provided, many of the letters enclosing offerings expressing deep
spiritual obligation to the teaching of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE on the
part of the writers. A sum of £500 as a Maintenance Fund, to be
placed in the hands of the trustees, formed a further feature in the
scheme. In the course of about thirteen months the entire £700, and
more, were generously and cordially contributed. Appended, our
kind readers and fellow-workers will find a cash statement, certificated
as correct by a firm of Chartered Accountants. By this statement
it mU be seen that there is the probability of a small bil,lance remaining
over after the legal and other expenses incidental to the formation
of the Trust are met. Any such sum will be credited as the nucleus
of a fund out of which free copies of the MAGAZINE mll be supplied
to lovers of God's truth in humble circumstances. This Free Circulation
Fund will be permanently open to receive support from the Lord's
servants who desire to spread the knowledge o! the FreelollS uoetrines
of God's grace at home and abroad.
From the outset of the circumstances which providentially led up
to the acquisition of the new proprietorship it was felt to be prudent
and right that the future of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Rhould not remain
in private h<inds. This convictif'n we laid before a few dear Christian
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friends in whose sound judgment, personal piety, and attachment to
the principles of the MAGAZINE we had thorough confidence, with the
result that the following kindly signified their willingness to become
members of the Trust: GENERAL SIR WILLIAM STIRLING, K.C.B.,
COLONEL H. E. PRESTON, R.A., MR. JAMES INSKIP, Solicitor, Bristol,
and MR. FINCH PERROTT, of the India Office. In conjunction with
these true men of God, as Trustees, our editorial services will continue
to be rendered to the MAGAZINE, in humble dependence on the sufficiency of the promised grace of our Covenant God and Father. The
Trust Deed has cost us much prayer and thought to prepare so as to
secure, as far as human foresight can do so, the permanent testimony
of the precious doctrines of God's grace in the pages of the MAGAZINE.
The Trust Deed provides that whenever the funds shall appear to the
Trustees to warrant a reduction in the selling price of the MAGAZINE,
such reduction shall be made. Thereafter discretion is given to the
Trustees to make grants from time to time out of profits to necessitous
people of God who shall be adherents of the free grace and Protestant
principles of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Thus, to minister to the Lord's
dear family, both spiritually and temporally, will constitute the
Scriptural object of the responsible work of the Trustees. To" do
good" unto all men as opportunity is given, but "especially unto
them who are of the household of faith," is the beneficent mission
that will be prayerfully kept in view.
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE-the oldest of all extant Magazines-enters
upon its 139th year this first day of January, 1905, in the enjoyment
of the special approbation of Him whose pure truth it has for so
long sought to exalt. Its outlook, thanks be to our God, is full of
promise and hope. To all our dear readers and friends who by prayer
and by their means have sustained our feeble hands throughout an
anxious crisis in the editorial history of dear Toplady's pages "e now
tender our warmest thanks, and among them particularly to Miss Ruth
Cowell, whose services-for the truth's sake--have been untiring and
fruitful. We cannot, in concluding this record of the wonderful
dealings of our Covenant God, refrain from observing that the spontaneous and liberal spirit in which the lovers of the commonly-despised
verities of the Gospel (which the world stigmatizes as " High Calvinism") have acted, has forcibly controverted the false charge that
those who magnify salvation by sovereign grace are neglectful of
"good works." No motive, certainly, is nearly so potent in the
production of fruit towards God as that which is generated by
gratitude in the hearts of elected, redeemed, grace-called sinners.
Those who are conscious that "much" has through merest mercy
been forgiven them, the same "love" their adorable Redeemer
" much." The following free-will offerings, cast into their Lord's
treasury by the lovers of His name and cause bear their own
unanswerable testimony to the constraining influence of His greater
love when shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost. May His
abundant blessing rest both upon them and upon their service of
love!
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1903.
May 8.-Rev. A. K A.
" ll.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Mr. MeW.
Misses C.
"
" "
l4.-Mr. "
J. "
W. "
C.
" 24.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell : Mr. J. W.
" 27.-Per Mrs. 0.: Mrs. S. and Family, £5; Mr. A. T.,
£1; Mr. A. T., £1; Miss B., 10s.; Mr. A. G.,
10s.; Mr. J. G., £1
July 1O.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell : Mr. R. MeN., £1; Rev.
D. L. and Mrs. J., £1 ; Mrs. W. J., £5; Miss J.,
£1; Miss G., £3; A Servant, 5s.; Mrs. R.,
£2; Mr. M., £1 Is.; Miss M. A. K., £1; Mrs.
D., £5; Miss P., £5; Miss M., £1 Is.; Mrs. C.,
£1; Mrs. H., 2s. 6d.; Mr. F. W., £1 Is.; Mrs.
W., 5s.; Miss C., lOs.; Miss B., £1 Is.; Mr.
and Mrs. M., £5; Mrs. 0., £5; "One who loves
the G.M. next to the Bible," £2; Rev. W. B.,
£20; Mrs. H. G., £5; Sister of the late Mrs. G.,
£5; Mr. J. J., £1 Is.; Mr. B. H., £1
Aug. 10.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Misses P., £1; Mrs. and
Miss H., £1
Sept. 4.-Miss L.
" 25.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Mr. W. G., £1 Is.; Mr.
and Mrs. T., £1; Miss W., £1; Miss M. W.,
£1; Anon., 5s.
Oct. 12.-Miss I., Miss Y., Miss K, and others ..
Nov. l7.-Miss J. D.
Dec. 2.-Misses S.
"
5.-M. W.
" 10.-Mr. T. F.
" ll.-" One who values the G.M."
" " - " Lambie "
" ,,-Miss W.
" 31.-Mr. J. W. (2nd donation)
1904.
Jan. 6.-Miss D. (2nd donation)
" ,,-Miss W.
8.-Mr. O.
" ,,-J\lrs. F.
" ,,-Mr. and Mrs. M.
"
9.-Miss A.
" 18.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Misses T.
" ,,-Mrs. J.
" ,,-" A Lover of the G.M."
" ,,-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Mr. MeI.
" 21.-Misses E. and F. P.
" 23.-Mrs. W.

£
s. d.
50 0 0
100 0 0
500
30 0 0
50 0 0

900

7

6

2 0
1 0

0
0

6
0
0
0
0
2
0
2
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

10 0
5 0
50 0
2 0
010
o 10
1 1
1 1
0 5
2 0
5 0
0 5

0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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4

30
10
5
10
2
1
0
1
50
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24.-Miss R. T.
2.-Mr. G. A.
4.-" Isa "
,,-Mr. R. E. B.
6.-Mr. J. C. S.
H.-" A Subscriber for Thirty Years"
13.-Mr. F. B.
..
..
" ,,-Mrs. C.
" 15.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Mrs. E. C., £1; Miss
E. P., lOs.; Miss E. W., 5s.; Miss E. A., £1 Is.
" 19.-Mrs. V. and Miss P.
Mar. 4.-Mrs. M. W.
" ,,-A. C.
" H.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Miss J. (California), £1 ;
A Poor Aged Widow, 5s.; Mr. and Mrs. C., £5
" H.-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Miss S. and Cousin
" ,,-Mr. and Mrs. P.
" l7.-Miss E. F. and Sister
" ." -Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Mr. E. H. C., £1 Is.;
" Of Thine Own," £2 2s...
" 19.-Rev. R. J. N.
23.-Miss G. . .
" ,,-Mr. M. and others (Manchester)
" 29.-Mr. J. B.
" ,,-Anon. (Bedminster)
" 31.-M. W. (2nd donation)
April 2.-F. P.
..
7.-Mr. and Mrs. B. ..
"

Jan.
Feb.
"
"
"
"

"

9.-E. C.

£ 8. d.
500
220
026
o 10 0
100
220
10 0 0
050

2 16 0
500
o 10 0
016
6
10

5 0
0 0
o 10 0
200

330
o 10 6
10 0 0
550
300
o 10 0
10 0 0
110
o 15 0
100
050
040
o 15 0
500
100
1 1 0
220

25.-Mrs. D. (Portsmouth)
,,-Anon. (per Mr. D.)
30.-Miss O.
4.-Mr. A. J.
,,-" An Old Reader"
,,-Miss C. W.
6.-Mr. F. E.
,,-Per Miss Ruth Cowell: Miss L., £1; Mr. P., 5s. ;
Mrs. L., 2s. 6d.; Mr. and Mrs. S., £1; Mrs. and
9 12 6
Miss P. (2nd don.), £5; E. H., £2; A. B., 5s.
50 0 0
" H.-Mr. J. W. (3rd donation)
52 10 0
" 21.-Rev. W. B. (2nd donation) ..
100
" 30.-A Thankoffering (Miss N.) ..
21 0 0
" 31.-Mr. E. N. K.
..
June 13.-Per :Miss Ruth Cowell: Rev. J. J. B., lOs. 6d. ;
Mr. R. MeN. (2nd don.), £1 ; A Friend (Mr. H.),
7 1 0
£5; Mr. A. R. G., lOs. 6d.

"
"
"
May
"
"
"
"

Total Donations

..

£747

9 0

I
\
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CASH STATEMENT.
1903
Aug. lO.-Paid Messrs. W. H. & L. Collingridge for GOSPEL
MAGAZINE
Sept.24.~Paid Legal Expenses of Transfer
1904.
Nov. 30.-Cash on Deposit with Stuckey's Banking Compy.
"
"
"
"
" ,,-Current Cash

57
£

s.

d.

200 0 0

4 15 9
500 0 0
42 13 3

£747 9
AUDITED AND FOUND CORRECT,
Bristol,
(Signed) SOLOMON HARE, F.C.A.
Dec. 3rd, 1904.

0

No more suitable word could express our gratitude, in view of
this remarkable providence, than" WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT!"
THE EDITOR.
Jan. 1st, 1905.
REVIEWS.
EXPOSITIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. THE BOOK OF GENESIS. By
ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D.D., Litt.D. 339 pages. 7s.6d. (London:
Hodder & Stoughton, 27, Paternoster Row.) 1904.
This volume forms the first of a long series, covering the whole of
the Old and New Testaments. The name of the learned Evangelical
divine, a sample of whose colossal work lies before us, is too well known
to require an introduction to the Christian public. The mode of the
work is rather topical than textual, and the meditations upon the
selected subjects are spiritual, edifying, and strikingly original. The
author is an able and reverent Bible critic, wholly free from any taint
of the so-called "Higher" Criticism, and often a powerful opponent
of the modern scepticism, which is nothing unless destructive of the
authenticity and veracity of the inspired Scriptures. The portly
volume before us contains fifty-one chapters on the Book of Genesis,
and furnishes from the inexhaustible treasury of that portion of the
Word" things new and old," such as the souls of those who delight
in the ,erities of the Covenant of Grace will gratefully appreciate.
" THE just shall live by faith"; but it is not his own faith, or act
of believing, that he lives by, though not without it; which also seems
to be the Apostle's meaning, where he says, " The life that I now live,
I live by the faith of the Son of God; and I live, yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me" (Gal. xi. 20). When, note, that as faith is the life of a
believer, so Christ is the life of his faith; and he lives on Christ, by
virtue of Christ's living in him.-Elisha Coles.
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THE PRAYING SINNER EXHORTED AND ENCOURAGED.
(REPRINTED FROM THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE,"

1832.)

" Pour out your heart before Him: God is a Refuge for us."PSALM

lxii. 8.

IN the words cited we have: First, an exhortation, "Pour out
your heart before Him"; Secondly, a sweet encouragement to help
us in the business of prayer, " God is a Refuge for us."
" Pour out your heart," that is, utter freely before your Covenant
God and Father all your desires, all your wants, all your troubles;
keep nothing back under an idea that such and such things are too
black or too bad; for your God loveth at all times, and delighteth in
mercy. "Let your requests be made known unto God" (Phi!. iv. 6).
Every regenerated child of God daily and hourly stands in need of
the Holy Spirit to instruct, to lead, to guide him; yea, the sense of
our need is produced by His most powerful operation. "The Spirit
also helpeth our infirmities," saith blessed Paul (Rom. viii. 26).
All the fruits of the Spirit which the elect do and shall receive in the
time appointed, are the sure and certain evidences of the personality,
Godhead, and love of the Holy Spirit. "Prayer (says that great man
and humble Christian, Ambrose Serle) is the very breath- of faith,
and the first evidence of new and spiritual life in the soul. The Lord
said of Paul, " Behold, he prayeth," because the Lord had then given
him a heart to pray; doubtless he had often fasted and prayed before,
as far as the lips were concerned; but the spirit, not words, life, not
expression only, constitute prayer with God. Language may give
it a form, but language alone is like mere body without a soul, and
he that so offers it renders to God a dead unclean carcase for a living
sacrifice, which is an abomination in His sight.
Prayer is unbosoming the heavy load that is often laid upon the
believer; it is carrying the message where it should be carried, not to
the creature, but rather unto God, Who alone can calm that storm
which sin and Satan occasion in us. A believer is a praying soul at
all times, though he be not able to utter his desires unto the Lord at
all times, nor in expression be as he could wish.
The same author last quoted observes: "The cries of a drowning
man are above the formality of words, and forcibly pierce the ear for
help; so the deep felt anguish of a convinced heart is inexpressibly
eager for mercy, and with moans and groans sues it out from God in
right earnest. It does not seek a florid oration, pompous phrase, or
theatrical starts, but pours forth aspirations at times too ardent and
mighty for words. 0 how God loveth such addresses as these! One
Abba, Father, one tearful sigh, one inward groan, is beyond, and far
better than all the fine speeches in the world."
Let not the broken·hearted sinner grieve then too much that he
cannot find language to express the fulness of his desires. His desires
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are the better for being found in his bosom too large and too strong
for utterance. There is more of heaven in them, and they will break
out at last the swifter towards heaven. God knows and loves the
language of the heart, and in due time will answer the prayer (see
1 Sam. i. 13-15).
The believer will frequently find in his bosom enough to hinder
him from pouring out his heart before God; such as unbelief, that
powerful foe of our peace; and its proper name is infidelity, which
will, in spite of all our efforts, assault us, rob us, and distress us. By
the precious blood of Christ our conscience is purged from dead works,
and from the guilt of sin; and sin cannot have dominion because we
are not under the law, but under grace, but sin will still remain, and
be a source of sorrow to every regenerated child of God, while he is
at home in the body. Hence the many interruptions, the many
difficulties experienced by the heaven-born soul in prayer, and in every
other duty and exercise. Still, trying as the path is, the Lord in mercy
keeps alive that work of His in the heart, and in the midst of our
extremity proves Himself faithful to His promise: "I will not
leave thee, nor forsake thee"; or, as David says, "He will regard
the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer." How great
is the privilege of prayer! how many are the victories obtained by
the prayer of faith! Many a saint has been deprived of his personal
liberty by tyrants and their unjust and cruel laws, but neither their
malice nor their dungeons could stop the breath of prayer from entering
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Pour out your heart before Him:
God is a refuge for us. All the Persons in the Godhead, or God in
Trinity, may be addressed in prayer by His dear children; for this
Aleim is the Refuge of His saints, the God of Israel, a God to Israel.
As a Father's, the eye of the Lord is always upon His own with infinite
delight. "1 will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters, saith the Lord." This holds out to the believer precious
encouragement to pour out his heart unto God. The Lord, Who
by the mouth of His servant exhorts to prayer, annexes a precious
encouragement to the poor, tried soul, saying, "God is a Refuge for
us." How does He prove Himself a refuge for us ~ By receiving
us; by blessing us with His sensible presence; by subduing our sin;
by healing our diseases; by removing our fears; by applying His
promises to our heart, and suiting them to the very trial we are labouring under; by commanding d~liverances out of both temporal and
spiritual difficulties; by stirring us up to watchfulness and prayer,
and in answer to prayer, He turns our capti'L"lty as streams in the south.
Say, believer, is He not a Refuge for us ~ Does He not prove Himself
a Refuge in times of trouble ~ Say not, believer, I cannot pray; for
be assured there may be real prayer in groans, in sighs, in tears; and
the promised help shall be given thee in the very time thy Covenant
Father sees most needful for thee. Holy Father, teach Thy poor
lisping babes to cry, Abba, Father.
London, Sept. 3rd, 1832.

HENRY FOWLER.
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EXTRACT FROM A SERMON BY THE REV. R. FAYLE.
(2

KINGS

xix. 28.)

THERE are no doctrines contained in the Bible against human reasonabove and beyond it, hut not against it-these come in faith. In all
things that shake our confidence, whether it be in governments or other
things, it is a blessed thing just to have a simple resting on the love and
power of God.
We do not know how God may listen to the humblest prayer in the
humblest cottage. So we read, " Men ought always to pray, and not
to faint." Then our Lord spoke a parable: there was the unjust judge,
and then comes in the plaintive air of the poor widow, her neverceasing supplication until she prevailed, so "men ought always to
pray."
Some men think they may ask for anything they like, but "we
know not what we should pray for as we ought"; "the Spirit always
helpeth our infirmities"; "Lord, teach us to pray." We want to
know the subjects to which we may expect an answer; and then, I
think, with regard to prayer, it should always be in submission to the
will of God. If the Lord will, I shall live and do this or that. The
wisdom and power of God are so beautifully softened by His love that
we can afford to say, as our blessed Lord does. our great Example in
these things, " Father, not my will, but Thine, be done."
We do not know what may be coming, but we may always have
prayer. God has a people always to protect-they are a royal priesthood, a nation of priests, to be ble3sed and preserved for His glory.
Salvation in its origin is for God's glory; salvation in its completion
is for exactly the same-to glorify God.
There is-a people to preserve-a providence to watch over-a grace
to help-and" for all these things I will be inquired of "-1 will be
inquired of.
In these things we must feel dependence, but dependence will only
chill the heart unless there be also expectancy. If we would mow the
real resting upon God in prayer, there must be dependence, sustained
by expectancy.
AN Eastern proverb says: "With time and patience the mulberry
leaf becomes satin."
" OUR hope is not hung upon such an untwisted thread as ' I imagine
so,' or, ' It is likely'; but the 0able, the strong rope of our fastened
anchor, is the oath and promise of Him who is eternal verity; our
salvation is fastened with God's own hand, and Christ's own strength,
to the strong stake of God's unchangeable nature."-Samuel Rutherford.
" , SANCTIFY them through 'rhy truth: Thy Word is truth.' Whatever may be the means employed by our heavenly Father for the
sanctification of His people, God Himself alone is the agent. We
cannot sanctify ourselves any more than we can preserve ourselves,
or glorify ourselves." -Rev. Marcus Rainsford.
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Ua~~tng 0b£nt~.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
A MOVEMENT has been initiated by Dr. Wace, Dean of Canterbury,
to bring about an agreement between the so-called" High" Church
and "Low" Church parties on the basis of what was taught and
practised "by authority" during the first six centuries after Christ.
A very large number of clergy professing Evangelical views have,
we regret to say, signed a declaration in favour of the proposal. Few
on the other side have committed themselves by so doing. The
proposal is, in our judgment, a very grave mistake. The Word of
God alone is the safe and sufficient authority on all matters affecting
Divine worship. From that Word the primitive Church grievously
departed even in Apostolic days, while the first six centuries witnessed
the ecclesiastical confirmation of errors and practices wholly alien
from the teaching of the New Testament.

At the date of our writing, the fall of Port Arthur had not been
reported, although the Japanese had secured several most important
positions, and had practically annihilated the Russian warships lying
in the harbour. General Kuropatkin has reported that unless the
Government supplies for the troops in Manchuria are much more
liberally delivered he will not hold himself responsible for the consequences. The two enormous forces of the Japanese and Russians
in Manchuria continue to face each other at close quarters, but neither
side feels disposed to take the offensive. In Russia itself a powerful
movement in favour of great political reforms is in course of being
developed, and it is not improbable that some of the popular demands
will, perforce, be conceded by the Czar.

The British and Foreign Bible Society has now received £200,000
out of the 250,000 guineas which it is raising as a Centenary Fund.
This fund stands apart from the Society's current income and expenditure, and is to be devoted to urgent new developments. It is
peculiarly interesting to note ho'\\ large a proportion has been contributed to the fund by native Churches in the Foreign Mission Field.
Among many generous and touching gifts we may mention the
following: £200 from the native converts in Basutoland; £40 from
Christians in the little island of Sangir, Celebes; £470 from native
converts in China; while gifts of embroidery to the value of over £30
have been received from native Christian women in Manchuria;
Rs. 100 was received from the Christians of Toro; £1 10s. from Fijian
lads at the Training Institute, Navouloa; £250 from Sierra Leone;
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£12 from Kumasi, "the Bloodthirsty." The Eskimos on the Coast
of Labrador sent £8 13s. 7d. From the New Hebrides the Aneityumese
sent £6 5s.; these people manufacture arrowroot annually to pay for
the Bibles they need. £3 was contributed in kind by the aborigines
at Mapoon, North Queensland, who collected oysters for the purpose,
as these people have no money of their own. Over £250 was contributed by the native Christians in Madagascar. From Tongoa,
New Hebrides, £17 was received. Even the Dyaks, in Borneo, have
made a collection in aid of the fund, though in former days their
fathers collected human heads much as English lads collect postage
stamps. Six shillings came from Maori children in a small mission
school at Okaha, New Zealand, who, less than five years ago, were in
the most degraded state of heathenism; £2 14s. 6d. was sent by the
Bishop of Melanesia, as a contribution from the native converts in
Norfolk Island. The children's offerings alone reached Rs. 490 at
Ramabai's Home for Girl Widows at Muhi, near Bombay; their
contributions were in kind, and included flour, grain, eggs, sugar,
two little black kids, a hen and chickens, butter-milk, potatoes, many
kinds of vegetables and fruit, while the printer of the establishment
contributed his Sunday turban. In face of such generous gifts from
all quarters of the world, it remains for English Christians to complete
the fund during the Society's Centenary year.

A series of important and deeply-interesting meetings has been held
in Edinburgh. On Sunday, November 27th, the Rev. Dr. Robertson,
of Venice, preached in St. George's Church, Charlotte Square. At
the conclusion of his discourse he announced that a lecture would be
given that evening in the Buccleuch Hall by Mr. S. W. Brett, Secretary
of the Protestant Alliance. At the Hall referred to Mr. Brett spoke
upon "Protestantism and Liberty," "Popery and Bondage," basing
his remarks upon Galatians v. 1: "Stand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free." He referred to the fact that
the liberty claimed by Protestants is the liberty of access to the throne
of God without a priest or other mediator, the liberty to read the Word
of God, which Romanists had always prevented whenever they had
the power. At the conclusion of this lecture Mr. Donald McDonald
addressed the meeting briefly, and although Romanists were invited
to put questions, there was no discussion. On the following day,
Monday, in St. Cuthbert's Hall, a large meeting, over which Mr. D.
Campbell presided, was addressed by the Rev. Dr. Robertson. On
Tuesday, Nov. 29th, a great meeting was held in the Assembly Hall,
over which the Rev. R. G. Balfour, D.D., presided, and was supported
by a large number of ministers and laymen from the city and district.
On Wednesday, Nov. 30th, a great meeting was held at 70, Princes
Street, Edinburgh, when Dr. Mitchell, the Moderator of the Church
of Scotland, presided. The Rev. Dr. Robertson delivered a most
interesting address.

~
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The Women's Christian Temperance Union for the United Provinces,
Agra and Oudh, has recently held its Ninth Annual Convention at
Cawnpore. There was a large attendance of delegates from different
centres, and encouraging reports were presented. There were several
meetings, some carried on in Hindustani and some in English. At
one of the latter seven little girls from a Hindustani Christian school
sang in English the well-known Temperance song, "Let us arise to
do and dare." The proceedings terminated with a social gathering,
held at the Girls' High School, which was very largely attended.
We regret to see that the London City Mission has been compelled
to reduce its staff by about thirteen men. The spiritual blessing to
the metropolis of the earnest band of nearly 500 missionaries is
incalculable. They are essentially men of the people, gifted with
sanctified common sense, and going in and out among the denselypopulated neighbourhoods in a homely manner, doing a purely spiritual
work, and carrying the simple Gospel message to the very doors and
hearths of the working-classes. Moreover, their numerous Mission
Halls are centres of good Christian service, conducted upon right lines.
Clergy and ministers of all denominations find them valuable helpers
in Gospel effort. The need for retrenchment is due to the fact that,
owing to the great increase of house rent in London, the salaries of
the missionaries have been raised, an act of proper consideration and
fairness towards these devoted men, which all who esteem them for
their own and their work's sake will approve. At the same time, the
Mission should not suffer. Rather, with a city which grows at such
a rapid pace every day, there is real need for a constant addition to
the staff. Contributions towards bringing the number up to the full
complement, and then, if possible, extending operations, will be
welcomed by the Secretaries, London City Mission, 3, Bridewell
Place, E.C.
LUTHER used to say the three requisites to make a minister are
prayer, meditation, and temptation.
" OH, how often I tell my dear and blessed Lord that I have not a.
fault to find with all the way He has led me in regard to the pastthat all, all, all has been well, and that I would not have a solitary
thing, even in the leastmse, changed. All I want is for Him to
continue and to complete in the selfsame way as He has thus far
led and fed."-Rev. D. A. Doudney, D.D.
AN Irish boy, when the master of the school was one day teaching
his scholars how we are forbidden to worship a.ny image, interrupted
him by saying, " Please, Sir, there is one image we ought to worship t "
" Indeed!" said the master, "Pray, what is that 1" The boy
replied, "Why, Sir, we are told to worship Christ, 'who is the image
of the invisible God' " (Col. i. 15).
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The Gospel Magazine.
AGED PILGRIMS'

FRIEND SOCIETY.

By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
SPECIAL attention is drawn to the January number of the Quarterly
Record, which contains an excellent portriLit, with biographical
sketch, of the late Lady Lucy Smith, of Wilford House, Nottingham,
who with her husband, the late Henry Smith, Esq., were noble
benefactors of the Society, devoted friends of the Lord's cause, and
readers of The GOSPEL MAGAZINE to the time of their home call.
Other illustrations and articles make up an issue for which as wide
a circulation as possible is desired. Copies post free may be had
on application from any friends who will use them in obtaining new
supporters.
The autumn gatherings at the Hornsey Rise Asylum were successful
and well attended, the Benevolent Fund being materially helped
through the Sale of Work. The inmates partook of tea with the
friends who assembled, and a happy hour of Christian intercourse
was spent. In the evening the Rev. W. Sinden preached an excellent
sermon in the Asylum Chapel from Psalm lxxviii. 72; a good collection
was taken for the Maintenance Fund of this beautiful Home.
With the advent of the new year the Committee are hoping to
receive many favourable responses to the special appeals recently
issued, a large increase in the free income of the Society having become
vital to the maintenance of its present work. Every effort is being
used by the Executive, who plead for the exercise of personal influence
in favour of the Institution. In these days of stress and trial £4:3
daily are not easily raised.
Hundreds of little homes in all parts of the United Kingdom are
kept together through the pensions given by the Society, and who
can tabulate the result of the gracious influence which an aged
Christian radiates on all around ~ The dread of the Workhouse as the
end of life's struggles is removed, the rent is assured, and opportunities
are provided for that personal sympathy which is ahmys sweet, and
especially so in Christian service. May the love of Christ constrain
many to come forward as supporters of the Institution, so that it
may continue to be, in the ninety-eighth year of its history, a " Gaius,
mine host," to help on their way to the heavenly city the 1,700 aged
pilgrims, who, in the stages of their feeblest condition, and therefore
of their greatest need, so powerfully appeal to the sympathies of their
fellow-believers.
" MERCY is the spring of God's long-suffering; forgiveness is the
activity of this mercy; and long-suffering is its quiet flow." -Rev.
J. Harington Evans.
"LEAVEN and honey were both excluded under the law from
offering by fire; leaven, for its excessive sourness; honey, for its
excessive sweetness; to show that in saints there should be neither
extremity of grief nor of pleasure, but a mediocrity."-Arrowsmith.

