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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort where,,~th we ourselves are comforted of Go<:\."-2 COR. i. 4.

CO-HEIRSHIP WITH CHRIST.

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God: and if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ."-RoMANS viii. 16, 17.
THOMAS BROOKS, the eminent Puritan preacher, remarks in his
sententious and original way: "Every believer hath a whole GOD,
wholly; he hath all of GOD for his portion. GOD is not a believer's
portion in limited sense, nor in a comparative sense, but in an
absolute sense; GOD Himself is his, He is wholly his, He is only his;
He is always his." How consoling and encouraging are these
Divine verities, dear fellow-believers, as we enter on the untrodden
path of a new year! Their substance will be all-sufficient for
every day and night of our journey, unto the end. Their terms are
abundantly warranted by the Word of GOD, and are not the
language of hyperbole or exaggeration.
For, every SPIRIT-begotten sinner is a true child of GOD, and there
are no degrees in sonship. The new-born babe in Christ is equally
a child of GoD with the most advanced believer. Deep 'spiritual
experience must not be confounded with relationship. In an
earthly family, the eldest child is not more a son than the latest
born. BENJAMIN, JACOB'S twelfth-born, was as truly his child as
was REUBEN, his firstborn. Now, it is spiritual birth which,
making a favoured sinner a child of GOD, constitutes him alse an
heir of GOD. "If children, then heirs, h3irs of GOD." In the
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family and household of our hea.venly Father all His sons and
daughters are heirs of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and
eternal. There is no favouritism shown by the FATHER in His
family. CHRIST Himself is Heir of all things, in His own right, but
He delights to share His portion with His brethren. "All things
that the FATHER hath are Mine," He hath told us. And He also
declared in His great mediatorial prayer: "The glory which Thou
gavest Me, I have given them!" What a priceless inheritance is
this! The heaven of heavens is the joint possession of the" heirs
of GOD"! In view of this overwhelming truth, and the marvellous
dispensation of the free and sovereign grace of GOD which it implies,
the HOLY SPIRIT assures believers: "All things are yours; whether
PAUL, or ApoLLos, or CEPHAS, or the world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are CHRIST'S,
and CHRIST is GOD'S" (1 Cor. iii. 22, 23). As one has observed,
" To catalogue the wealth of GOD'S elect would be, like the recording
of the SAVIOUR'S acts, to fill the world with books." Thus, the
best things under heaven belong to the redeemed, Covenant people
of GOD, and the glories of heaven itself are theirs likewise. And all
these spiritual riches belong to them by a title, which throughout
eternity itself, will continue in full force; for the infinite merits of
the exalted SON of GOD are that title, and they are verily incorruptible. Union of life with the risen One constitutes identity of
interest with Him. The Bride of CHRIST will presently sit down
with Him in His throne (Rev. iii. 21). Her relation to her heavenly
HUSBAND and LORD is beautifully expressed in the language of the
inspired Psalmist: "Upon Thy right hand did stand the QUEEN
in gold of Ophir" (Ps. xlv. 9). The redeemed ones from among
men belong wholly to Him who bought them with His Own blood
to be a people" of inheritance" (Deut. iv. 20; 1 Peter ii. IJ-see
margin).
Oh, brethren beloved in CHRIST, let us aim to realize our royal
privileges as the born children of the MOST HIGH ! We are indeed
"a people near unto Him" (Ps. cxlviii. 14). Heaven is our
home because it is our FATHER'S house. It will therefore be no
strange place to enter, and when once we are there an infinite sense
of our FATHER'S love will set us at ease in the presence of His glory.
He who tenderly and graciously led us -step by step in the days of
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our pilgrimage, will also take us by the hand when we cross the
threshold of the celestial palace, and bid us enter into the joy of our
LORD. Is it not written for our present reassurance and consolation1
-" For the LAMB, which is in the midst of the throne, shall feed
them, and lead them unto living fountains of waters: and GOD shall
wipe all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 17). To be led and fed
by the LAMB Himself will be the all-satisfying portion of " the least
of all saints." The entire range of the city of the GREAT KING will
be accorded to all Zion's children. There will be no possibility of
intruding into precincts too sacred in the New Jerusalem, for all
parts of it are alike sacred. As JOHN, the seer, tells us, "I saw no
temple therein, for the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY and the LAMB are the
temple of it" (Rev. xxi. 22). As someone has said, "The eternal
Presence makes it all one sanctuary." Clothed in bodies" fashioned
like unto CHRIST'S glorious body" we shall be able to endure the
"eternal weight of glory" without oppression, servile dread, or
fleshly distraction. The flesh, indeed, with its manifold infirmities,
will no longer encumber and hinder spiritual service. Flesh and
.',1 blood cannot enter the kingdom of GOD. They are of the eartli and
• are earthy. Under the burden of them-in endless forms-we now
groan,_and wait for deliverance. No small part of the bliss of our
resurrection from the dead will be the laying aside for ever of &11
. that is mortal and the putting on of immortality. "So when this
'corruptible shaH- have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is wntten, Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where
is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death
is sin: and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to GOD,
which giveth us the victory, through our LORD JESUS CHRIST."
Oh, for grace to patiently await our blood-bought entrance into
the prepared City of GOD!
"Oh, the Beloved City!
How populous its homes!
Ten thousand times ten thousand dwell
Beneath its echoing domes.
Like dew-drops that the fields adorn,
Like blades of grass they gem,Those sons of morn, the heaven-born,
No man may number them.
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Hail to the Holy City!
Sun of the golden years!
The myriad-peopled cityMetropolis of the spheres.
" In the Beloved City
The glory doth abide;
'Tis aye the summer of the year,The height of summer-tide.
It is the long-lost Eden clime,
Whose beauty doth not die;
The palmy prime and flower of time,
Touched with eternity.
Hail to the Holy City!
Seat of celestial calm!
The love-illumined city,The city of the Lamb.

'-

" O'er the Beloved City
New heavens unveil their face;
There the great Sun of glory shines,
Glassed in the sea of peace.
Up silvery spaces, wonder-strewn,
Wends many a starry stair;
A sun-bright moon-a seven-fold noonMake eve and morning there.
Hail to the Holy City!
No change its skies shall mar;
The heaven-descended city,
Bride of the Morning Star!
" O'er the Beloved City
No temple towers arise;
For those who there adore their GOD
Behold Him with their eyes.
No veil is in the Holy Place,
No shrine obscures the light,
But for one face of radiant grace
E'en glory were not bright.
Hail to the Holy City,
Where the GOD-MAN is adored,The royal, sacred cityThe City of the LORD! "
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To exhort a natural man to do acts of holiness, the very principles
of which are lacking in him, is the very height offolly.
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DIVINE LEADERSHIP.
" I will lead them in paths that they have not known."
-ISAIAH xlii. 16.

WHAT a gracious and seasonable promise is this for Christian wayfarers when setting out on a new stage of pilgrimage towards
Immanuel's Land. And this divine pledge is made to believers of
all spiritual ages and attainments. It is a rod and a staff for the
most aged saint, and also for those who have not been long in " the
way," and have yet to learn by experience that the journey to
Canaan is rough, dark and dangerous. One of the most interesting
facts connected with the covenant promises of our God is their
adaptability to all phases of spiritual experience. Infinite wisdom
and prescience have anticipated all possible contingencies, and there
is a promise provided to suit every case, however apparently
exceptional it may seem to be in the judgment of him who is the
subject of it. Now, as each child of God is called to tread in a path
personal to himself, it is necessary that the promise should be
applied by the Spirit to his peculiar condition. To whom, then,
noel:! the promise of leading most suitably apply? What characters
need this particular form of help more than little children?
And such, spiritually, are all who are born of the Spirit. From
the moment of their new birth till they take the latest step in the
life of faith, they are entirely dependent for guidance on their
Heavenly Father. For the way they tread in His providence is
always strange and new.. Fresh difficulties and dangers are brought
to light as day succeeds day, and night follows night. To stumble,
to backslide, and to wander out of the right way are infirmities and
tendencies which beset them continually. Therefore, their compassionate Father takes them" by their arms" (Hosea xi. 3), as
He did Ephraim of old, "teaching them to go." What loving
condescension .is there· displayed! The "little ones" of the
redeemed family-little in faith, little in knowledge, little in strength
-are securely and unerringly guided, and not one of them is suffered
to "perish from the way." He Who, in Covenant faithfulness,
j
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watcheth over Israel, "keepeth" the feet of His saints. He
"holdeth our souls in life" (Ps. lxvi. 9). Repeatedly in the
Scriptures of Truth the God of the promises has likened Himself
to a tender-hearted parent in his gentle and gracious dealings with
His weak, helpless people. "As one whom his mother comforteth so
will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem " (Isa.
lxvi. 13). " Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth
that we are dust" (Ps. ciii. 13, 14). Yes, because He "knoweth,"
and" remembereth," and" pitieth " His footsore, weary children,
He leads them with His own hand, and guides them with His allseeing eye. " I will lead them in paths that they have not known."
None of us, beloved fellow - believers, knows the pathway of
providence and experience which awaits him as he enters on
another year. Our several paths are divinely hidden from us,
and it is indeed well that it should so be. F~ith is thus
called into exercise. Were we able to foresee the things of
the morrow, our trust in the Lord's guidance would often give
place to schemes of our own, and our poor finite wisdom would
be relied upon instead of His, which is perfect and absolute.
"Sufficient unto the day is the evil" pertaining to itself. Our
forebodings of evil are already distressing enough. What would
they be, were we able to foresee and foreknow the events of each
coming day ~ "The paths that they have not known," then, are
the future ways with which the heavenly Guide of His people alone
is acquainted. Enough for them, surely, that He has in Covenant
pledged Himself to " lead" them.
This He will do with unerring skill. His power will sustain them
through all the intricate windings of the wilderness. He who led
them out of the world of sin will not forsake them in the ways of
life and truth. He who sought and found them when they were
" out of the way" and" guided their feet into the way of peace,"
will infallibly conduct them through the labyrinth of things temporal
that they shall not fail to possess the things eternal. He Who has
delivered His humble, trembling saints out of six troubles will not
suffer evil to touch them in the seventh. Weapons-fiery dartsmay be formed against God's church by the hands of man and Satan,
but the Divine Word has decreed that" they shall not prosper."
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The Lord's wayfaring children may often find their lot wearisome
and discouraging as they are led in " the old paths," but the promise
is sure, they shall" lack no manner of thing that is good." Did
the populous tribes of Israel during their forty years' wandering in
the wilderness fail in their daily supplies ~ Did their feet swell
throughout that nearly half a century of travel ~ -Did their clothing
wax old ~ From the first day that the manna fell from heaven
until " the morrow after the Israelites had eaten of the old corn of
the land" of Canaan, did they once fail to find their daily bread
prepared for them in the morning when they went out with their
empty vessels to seek it ~ No, the compassions of the unchangeable
Author of the Covenant promises fail not, they are new every
morning. God has never been a "wilderness" to His beloved,
chosen, redeemed, and called ones; but He has always been with
them in the wilderness of their pilgrimage, encouraging them to
" lean" upon His mighty arm as they passed through it, and
finally brought them out of it into a wealthy place.
"Who is this that cometh up from "-mark the word !-" from
the wilderness, leaning (herselff upon her Beloved ~" Who is
this ~ There is only one who answers to this inspired description,
even the Bride of the Lamb, the Church of the Firstborn. " Leaning" is the reposeful, reliant, affectionate attitude of her who
herself is wholly without strength, who know~ not the way to be
trodden, and is the subject of frequer.t fears and doubts. Oh, happy
and most favoured people of God, thus to be Jehovah's constant
charge and care! Why, then, should these objects of immutable
love ever anticipate evil ~-whether temporal or spiritual. Preservation, direction, sustentation, and Divine companionship are
absolutely secured and assured to "the least of all saints." The
merest lambs in the flock of the redeemed are as safe as its maturest
members. Indeed, such have a special promise for themselves:
" He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His
bosom" (Isa. xl. 11). As the late Joseph Irons, in one of his Christexalting hymns, has said:safe are all the chosen race,
Preserved in Christ their Head,
Before He calls them by His grace,
And after calling led.

'~How
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"Preserved in Christ, and taught to love
His name, His saints, His Word:
Preserved to gain a throne above,
And praise and love the Lord.

'-.

" Preserved when earth and hell oppose,
Preserved in life and death,
Preserved when wrath destroys their foes,
And victory crowns their faith.
"Preserved 'midst Satan's fiery darts,
Through all this wilderness :
Preserved from vile depraved hearts,
For everlasting bliss."
Oh, for grace to realize with increasing joy the ineffable privilege
of this glorious portion, and to contemplate with praiseful wonder,
as did the saintly Toplady, the final victory of the wildernessfollowers of the adorable Lamb!
" I SAW, and lo! a countless throng,
The elect of every nation, name and tongue,
Assembled round the everlasting throne;
With robes of white endued,
(The righteousness of God !)
And each a palm sustained
In his victorious hand;
When thus the bright melodious choir begun:
, Salvation to Thy name,
Eternal God, and co-eternal Lamb!
In power, in glory, and in essence, One! '
" So sang the saints! The angelic train
Second the anthem with a loud Amen:
(These in the outer circle stood,
The saints were nearest God ;)
And prostrate fall, with glory overpowered,
And hide their faces with their wings,
And thus address the King of kings:
, All hail! by Thy triumphant Church adored!
Blessing and thanks and honour .too
Are Thy supreme, Thy everlasting due,
Our Triune Sovereign, our propitious Lord! '
" While I beheld the amazing sight,
A seraph pointed to the saints in white,
And told me who they were, and whence they came;
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, These are they whose lot below,
Was persecution, pain, and woe ;
These are the chosen purchased flock,
Who ne'er their Lord forsook;
Through His imputed merit free from blame;
Redeemed from every sin;
I
And, as thou seest, whose garments were made clean,
Washed in the blood of yon exalted Lamb.
" , Saved by His righteousness alone,
Spotless they stand before the throne,
And in the ethereal temple chant His praise;
Himself among them deigns to dwell,
And faee to face His light reveal:
Hunger and thirst, as heretofore,
And pain and heat, they know no more,
Nor need, as once, the sun's prolific rays:
Emmanuel here His people feeds,
To streams of joy perennial leads,
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from every face.'
" Happy the souls released from fear,
And safely landed there!
Some of the shining number once I knew,
And travelled with them here:
Nay some, my elder brethren now,
Set later out for heaven, my junior saints below:
Long after me, they heard the call of grace
Which waked them into righteousness:
How have they got beyond!
Converted last, yet first with glory crowned!
Little, once, I thought that these
Would first the summit gain,
And leave me far behind, slow journeying through the
plain.
"Loved while on earth! nor less beloved, though gone!
Think not I envy you your crown:
No! if I could, I would not call you down !
Though slower is my pace,
To you I'll follow on, .
Leaning on Jesus all the way:
Who, now and then, lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His throne :
The shinings of His grace
Soften my passage through the wilderness;
And vines, nectareous, spring where briers grew:
The sweet unveilings of His face
Make me, at times, near half as blest as you!
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o ! might His beauty feast my ravished eyes,
His gladdening presence ever stay,
And cheer me all my journey through!
But soon the clouds return; my triumph dies;
Damp vapours from the valley rise"
And hide the hill of Zion from my view.
" Spirit of Light! thrice holy Dove!
Brighten my sense of interest in that love
Which knew no birth, and never shall expire!
Electing goodness firm and free,
My whole salvation hangs on Thee,
Eldest and fairest daughter of eternity!
Redemption, grace, and glory too,
Our bliss above, and hopes below,
From her, their parent fountain, flow.
Ah ! tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me !
Thou Who hast kindled my intense desire,
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire,
And let me my election know!
Th~n, when Thy summons bids me come up higher,
Well pleased I shall from life retire,
And join the burning hosts, beheld at distance now! "
Augustus M. Toplady, 1759-1774.

J. O.
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MOTTO.
"WHOSE

I

AM AND WHOM

GOD IS MY MASTER,

I
1.
2.
3.
4.

Emmanuel Church,
Bristol.

I

I

SERVE."

AM HIS SERVANT.

AM HIS:-

By choice (Acts ix.
By purchase (Gal. ii.
By conquest (Phil. iii.
By surrender (Rom. vi.

15).
20).
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R. CORNALL,
Vicar.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"Freely ye have received, freely give."-MATT. x.8.*
OH for a fuller realization of this first cla.use of our text, that the latter
may be more largely practised in our daily walk! For, in proportion
as the heart by grace contemplates and grasps the truth of it, shall
we be moved to gratitude and grateful action. Alas! that we should
have cause to hourly mourn these cold unthankfulhearts of ours;
this wretched poor return for God's unspeakable gift! The careless
and slighting consideration of that wondrous theme of love, "For ye
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might
be rich." The Apostle Paul uses these words (2 Cor. viii. 9) in argument
with his Corinthian brethren, as he seeks to stir them up to a liberal
contribution for the poor saints at Jerusalem, and mark you well, dear
reader, that he speaks of it as a grace to be abounded in, equally with
"faith and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in
your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also." And he quotes
for their instruction the gracious example of their Macedonian brethren
upon whom .this "grace" was so evidentially bestowed, "how in a great
trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their liberality." What a paradox, says
the worldling, "Deep poverty abounding unto the riches of their
liberality." How can such antitheses be made to meet ~ The
apostle answers the question, "For if there be first a willing mind, it
is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that
he hath not." The Lord does not require impossibilities of any of
His children, but He does look with approval upon the willing mind
and purity of motive. When the free gifts towards the building of
the tabernacle were to be made, this was the commandment concerning
those who gave, "Whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an
offering of the Lord, gold, silver and brass," etc. And when the Son
of Man was upon earth we learn the same lesson as we see Him sitting
"over against the treasury, and beheld how 'the people cast money
into the treasury. And many that were rich cast in much." How
"The rich cast in of their abundance," and still they possessed
abundance, therefore it was no denial. But" there came a certain
poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing."
And in those "two mites" consisted "even all her living." "She
of her want did cast in all." And Jesus saw how it had been cast in !
He read the hearts of all, and He commended this dear woman's act
• This subject has been treated by request.
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to the notice and edification of His disciples. These things also, brethren,
are written for our learning. "Man looketh upon the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh upon the heart." I remember a
dear friend once relating to me the story of a man, believed to be a
child of God, but known to be very mean and miserly to His cause.
And a Christian visitor was one day arguing with him that the Lord,
as loving to see the cheerful giving in His children, always owned and
doubled their gifts. The next Lord's Day the man remembered this,
and put a shilling in the alms dish at his place of worship. On arriving
home, to his discomfort he picked up a shilling on his doorstep; and
when next the visitor called, related the circumstance to his guest,
and reminded him of the remark how He had always doubled His
people's gifts. "Oh, I see where you are, my friend! If you gave
with that motive, the Lord didn't want your shilling, so He returned
it to you," replied the other. Now the lesson for us is, what is our
motive in giving ~ Do we give even" all our living" ~-not grudgingly,
nor of necessity, but realizing the high honour and privilege of being
amongst those "distributing unto the necessity of the saints" ~
Where grace reigns in the heart, in lively exercise, the fruits of this
liberality will abound (and oh, the inward joy experienced in being
permitted to "wash one another's feet" I), and believers will thus be
shown how to manifest by their liberality the proof and sincerity
of their love to Him" "\\-110 for our sakes became poor, that we through
His poverty might be made rich."
Well does our gracious God know what a snare are riches to His
children, unless accompanied by much grace! "How hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of heaven," He said
of the young man, who went away sorrowful at the Master's command
to "Go and sell that thou hast, and give it to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven, and come and follow Me," "for he had great
possessions." Jesus first empties whom He fills, and strips of all
creature rags whom He will clothe with His perfect righteousness.
Oh! it is a mercy when he empties our hearts of this vain love after
earth's baubles and perishing toys, and empties our hands of our
gathered treasures. It is then He often by such measure fills most
gloriously the void, and causes these emptied hands of ours to stretch
forth to Him Who alone can satisfy. Riches need great grace that
we use them aright. There is a snare in them if our hearts be set upon
them. Thank God, if grace enable us to sing,
" My lowering thoughts disdain to roll
Amongst these eartWy toys;
Jesus is dearer to my soul
Than life with all its joys."

Our pilgrim portion here is, in the language of the Apostle, "as
having nothing and yet possessing all things." It is a mercy to feel
our poverty and need" as having nothing" in and of ourselves, and
yet in Him our glorious Head" possessing all things."

-----
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" Oh! I wish," exclaimed a little three-year-old child, a week after
Christmas, 1904, "that God wouldn't put it into the hearts of so
many to give me such a lot of toys. They· make my arms ache" !
An older child learnt a sweet lesson from that dear infant's remark r
And the heart is ofttimes glad with exceeding gratitude that He has
not wearied my arms, nor laden my heart with the cares of this world's
riches, but in His grace and wondrous love set my " affection on things
above, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt," and I ask Him for
" more grace" to keep me sitting very loose to these earthly, perishing
things of time, and to stir up this cold and thankless heart of mine to
consider how great things He hath done for me.
•, Can any dream of riches equal this?
, God, Who is rich in mercy' give such bliss! "

writes truly dear " Mary of Leicester" in one of her New Year songs
on durable riches.
Oh, beloved reader, consider Him! "God loveth," it is written,
" a cheerful giver," and when He gives it is with good measure, pressed
down and running over. What did He not give; what did He not
withhold in giving His dear and only Beloved Son? Surely we need
pray for great grace so to rule and reign in our hearts, that as we have
received, so we may be occupied, not in considering how much can we
give, but what can we withhold, if we would seek to extol that wondrous
love which has, with Him, freely given us all things. There is a close
connection with this high and lofty truth in Scripture with our free-will
offerings. 2 Corinthians viii. and ix. is full of it; and we have another
very striking exhortation in the xvi. of Paul's first Epistle. He has
been treading by inspiration the wondrous theme of the glories of
immortality, victory over death and the grave, and Christ's glorious
resurrection, in the fifteenth chapter. His anticipation is gladdened as he
soars by faith to those heavenly realms of bliss. But he is still in the body,
and comes down to very earthly things, when as we open the next
chapter we read, "Now concerning the collection for the saints"!
There is a necessary" charge to them that have riches." And the
soul knows to its own sorrow or joy how stewardship has been
accounted. "He which soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly; and
he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly
nor of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful giver."
It has pleased the Holy Ghost also to record for our edification and
to put His seal of approbation upon the spontaneous generosity of
the early Christian Church at Philippi, of which Paul wrote, "Now,
ye Philippians, know also, that in the beginning of the Gospel, when
I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as fully
concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica
ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire a
gift, but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have
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all, and abound;' I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the
things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, well-pleasing to God. 'But my God shall supply all your
need, according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." This is the
promise from Him Whose is the silver and the gold, and the cattle
upon a thousand hills,. and Who declares "It is requirerl of stewards
that a man be found faithful." Sure I am, beloved reader, if grace
enabling has prompted you to minister in whatever form unto the
necessity of even the least in your heavenly Father's kingdQm, you
have had that corresponding inward peace and joy in hearing Hig
own rich word of approval, "Inasmuch," ann 'Who has set us such an
exa.mple and left such an emphatic preceptive word for our practice,
" If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and come, follow Me."
Let us remember, too, how amid the joy of ready service and
"distribution made to every man according as he had need," among
the early Christians in mutual love and charity, stands out in solemn
contrast the examples of Ananias and Sapphira, who "kept back
part"! May the Holy Spirit apply these lessons to our hearts, and
teach us, in a child-like humbleness of. mind, in adoring gratitude for
our God's "unspeakable gift," "in love to Rerve one another," and
thus to prove the truth of the inspired word, " There is that scattereth
and yet increaseth. There is that withholdeth more than is meet, but
it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that
watereth shall be watered also himself." May each realize for himself
that" great gain" of " godliness with contentment." "For we brought
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.
And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish
and hurtful lusts . . .. For the love of money is the root of all evil,
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows." The same chapter
from which we are now quoting goes on (1 Tim. vi.) to " charge them
that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things
to enjoy. That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready
to distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay
hold on eternal life."
We sum up our brief paper in the language of that gifted, though
modest and little known invalid' poetess, Susannah Harrison, about
1776, who wrote so tellingly and truly on the child of God's renouncing
the world.
" Tell me no more of earthly toys,
Of sinful mirth and carnal joys,
The things I loved before;
Let me but view my Saviour's face,
And feel His animating grace,
And I desire no more.
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"Tell me no more of praise and wealth;
Tell me no more of ease and health;
For these have all their snares;
Let me but know my sins forgiven,
But see my name enrolled in heaven,
And I am free from cares.
" Tell me no more of lofty towers,
Delightful gardens, fragrant bowers,
For these are trifling things;
The little room for me designed
Will suit as well my easy minq.
As palaces of kings.
" Give me the Bible in my ha.nd,
A heart to read and understand,
And faith to trust the Lord:
I'd sit alone from day to day,
Or urge no company to stay,
Nor wish to rove abroad."

And may the Lord graciously forgive what is amiss, and bless that
which is in accordance with His own mind, for Jesu's sake.

R.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
JOB xxxiv.

....

THE sheets for the December issue having been consumed, it is l!: hint
to avoid" much rubbish," and so endeavour to condense thought and
ask the continual searching and sifting of the Divine Spirit, that we
may not be conscious, as last month, of sending only our own thoughts.
"Furthermore, Elihu answered and said, Hear my words, 0 ye wise
men, and give ear to me, ye that have knowledge, for the ear trieth
words as the mouth tasteth meat." The Apostle Paul appeals, "I
speak as to wise men, judge ye what I say," thus showing the analogy
of truth under the Old dispensation and the New. Both desire wise
men to hearken to their words, and only such will listen. We must
have the opened ear, or else we shall not try words and relish that
which is spiritual, as by our natural appetite we discern the excellence
or otherwise of meat. Blessed be God, if we have a zest for the sincere
milk of the Word; for then we are" babes" born in Zion (Ps.lxxxvii. 5),
and if we hunger for "the strong meat" of Gospel doctrines and
verities then we are come to years in the divine life and have our
senses exercised to discern both good and evil. If we lack this spiritual
appetite and our soul loatheth dainty meat, let u~ ask for it. "Ask,
and it shall be given you." Only God can bestow it or even natural
craving for food. We honour Him when we ask it at His hand.
"Let us choose to us judgment; let us know among ourselves
what is good!" Shall we be afraid to use the word choose, becawlle
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it savours of freewill? Mary was commended by the Lord for" she
hath chosen that good part that shall not be taken away from her."
Who shall charge Him with Arminianism 1 We love the lines :., Had not Thy choice preveI)ted mine,
r ne'er had chosen Thee."

But it is also true that we never know personally that we were" chosen
in Him before the foundation of the world" till we find our characteristics traced in the Book of life on earth, which is a counterpart of
the Book in which all the names of God's children are written in
heaven. These choosers (Josh. xxiv. 15), seekers (Ps. xxvii. 8; Rom.
ii. 7J, believers (John iii. 18, 36), weary and heavy laden (Matt. xi.
28), lost (Matt. xviii. 11), sinners (Mark ii. 17), and a variety of other
lineaments of the family are recorded that we cannot mistake the
resemblance to "the household of faith." We can certainly choose
to us judgment of what kind of literature we feed .our mental faculties
upon. If we prefer trash to starve our minds then they will be dwarfed!
If " faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God," and
we never open the Bible, shall we be "mighty in the Scriptures" ?
Shall we " wax valiant in fight. " if we handle not" the sword of the Spirit
which is the Word of God"? We often bless God that we were led by
careful training in our youthful days to "lay up in store," like the
ant in summer, in the storehouse of memory, much of the Word of
Truth, as it is now brought to mind in the winter of old age. Parents
cannot begin too young to train their children to commit to memory
daily, to search the Scriptures, and to make it pleasant and agreeable
to their young tastes to attend regularly the house of God, and " call
the Sabbath a delight," not" a weariness," and" to know in ourselves
what is good," and refuse to harbour light literature in our
dwellings. There is an undercurrent of spiritual truth beneath the
precept of Moses, "Ye shall take away leaven out of your houses,"
and it were well for us to take heed to observe, if we would eat our
Pase-hal Lamb, "not with old leaven or with the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth."
"For Job hath said, I am righteous: and God hath taken away my
judgment. Should I lie against my right? My wound is incurable
without transgression." What a mistake he made to charge God
with injustice and look at his disease as incurable when God was only
waiting for Job to learn the lesson that He was teaching by this
affliction and then remove it !
"What man is like Job, who drinketh scorning like water? which
goeth in company with the workers of iniquity, and walketh with
wicked men. For he hath said, It profiteth a man nothing that he
should delight himself with God." Many of Job's expressions were
so like those of his three. friends, that he was perilously near walking
in the counsel of the wicked, and concluding it to be no profit to delight
in God. Can there be any delight equal to that of delighting the soul
with God, apart from the promise "that He shall give thee desires
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of thine heart"? No joy exceeds that of "God, my exceeding
joy! "
"Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of understanding. Far be it
from God that He should do wickedness, and from the Almighty that
He should commit iniquity. For the work of man shall He render unto
him, and cause every man to find according to his ways." If we could
conceive of our God, that He should do wickedness, how should God
judge the world? The Almighty who sits in the throne of judgment
must necessarily reign in righteousness and rule in judgm.ent and
render to all men" according to their works." "Lord, Thou wilt
ordain peace for us, for thou hast wrought all our works in us."
If "our works are wrought in God," who shall condemn us? We
must be justified! " Who is he that condemneth ?" "Yea, surely
God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgment."
This we have "as an anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast"; the
promises are built upon this fact. "A God of truth and without
iniquity, just and right is He !" There is nothing froward or perverse
in His ways, however mysterious they be to our finite judgment.
" Who hath given a charge over the earth? or who hath disposed
the whole world?" It must be a greater than He, Jehovah, Lord of
heaven and earth, to give them a charge over earth, but there are
none so great as He, the Omnipotent God of the Universe; therefore,
" Ascribe ye greatness to our God." "Exalt the Lord our God."
"If He set His heart upon man, if He gather to Himself his spirit
and his breath, all flesh shall perish together, and man s4all turn again
unto dust." This is the Christ of God, who is spoken of here, because
only the Lord Jesus has parts and passions as a man, a human
heart to set. its love upon any of the sons of men and to gather to
Himself His spirit and His breath! What a glorious truth is wrapped
up in this sentence of Elihu's discourse! The Son of God set His
love upon the Ghiirch, His Bride, all the company of His redeemed
ones froin Abel to those that be alive ~nd remain to the coming of the
Lord, who shall be caught up to meetrtne Lord in the air; Elihu and
Job not left out of the company.TJ;lis was evidently Elihu's hope
and belief, as it was Moses' creed whim the Lord called to him out
of the Mount, saying, "Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob
(halters, feeble), and tell the children of Israel (wrestlers), Ye have
seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles'
wings and brought you unto Myself" (Ex. xix. 3, 4). Who would
mind returning again to dust, with the assured hope that the Lord
had set His heart on having his spirit "for. ever with the Lord" ?
Notice the distinction between spirit and breath: the spiritual' life
imparted by the Spirit in the day of regeneration, and the breath of
natural life, when God separates soul and body in death.
"If now thou hast understanding, hear this: hearken unto the
voice of My words." There is nothing unnecessary in the Word of
God, no aimless repetition, but repeated calls to hear, because we
are so slow to ·hear !
II

......

--~.-
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" Shall even he that hateth right govern ~ and wilt thou condemn
him that is most just ~ " How could it be possible for God to govern
the universe if He hated right 1 Moses says, "All His ways are
judgment; a God of truth and without iniquity; just and right is
He." Zephaniah speaks, "The just Lord is in the midst of her."
Zechariah prophesying of the Messiah says, "He is just, showing
salvation," and the Apostle Peter charged the people of Jerusalem,
"Ye denied the Holy One and the Just," 80 we see Him that is most
iust is the Judge of all, for God the Father hath committed all judgment unto the Son.
"Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked~ and to princes, Ye are
ungodly ~ How much less to Him that accepteth not the persons of
princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor ~ for they all are
the work of His hands." "The blessed and only Potentate" is King
of kings, no man may charge Him with injustice, or His princes,
who are as the apple of His eye, with being ungodly. He accepteth
not any man's person; blessed are" they who are His workmanship,
created anew in Christ Jesus; they are" accepted in the Beloved."
"In a moment shall they die; the people shall be troubled at
midnight and pass away, and the mighty shall be taken away without
hand." How important it is to be safe in the refuge city lest death
overtake us out of Christ! How often do we hear of the mighty taken
away in the night and without hand! No hand can resist the hand of
God.
" For His eyes &re upon the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings.
There is no darkness, nor shades of death, where the workers of iniquity
may hide themselves." His eyes behold everything! "Thou, God,
seest me" is strong consolation to the praying soul who realizes that to
see his need is to supply it promptly. It is terror to him who knows the
eye of Omnipotence searches out his iniquity and even " the darkness
hideth not from Thee." " Let us not seek to hide our sin but confess
it, and take the comfort of knowing that even the desire' of our heart
is open before Him, and He understandeth our inmost thought and
appreciates, as no one else can, how we long to do that which is well
pleasing in His sight!
"For He will not lay upon man more than right; that he
should enter into judgment with God." Let us hold fast this truth,
however it may be tried and tested, and seek grace to believe in the
love of God in Christ Jesus, however contrary Ilis dealings seem to
us to the evidence of love, but fall under His correcting rod, being fully
assured that the head and heart of the all-wise Father will measure
every stroke and put underneath' us His everlasting arms to sustain
while He" chastens for our profit, that we may be partakers of His
holiness."
"He shall break in pieces mighty men and set others in their
stead. Therefore He knoweth their works and He overturneth
them in the night, so that they are destroyed." The difference is
manifest, even here below, between the righteous and the wicked, for
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God overturneth them in His anger, but He saveth His own people,
whom He sees without blemish, clothed in the robe of righteousness.
" He striketh them as wicked men in the open sight of others, because
they turned back from Him, and would not consider any of His ways;
so that they cause the cry of the poor to come unto Him and He heareth
the cry of the afflicted." There is always a because for what God does.
He is put in striking contrast in Psalm cxv. with idol!! who see not,
hear not, speak not, because He sees men turn back from Him and
will have none of His ways; because He hears the cry of the poor
and the afflicted. He speaks to them in His wrath and vexes them
with sore displeasure.
"When He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble? and
when He hideth His face, who then can behold Him? Whether
it be done against a nation or against a man only: that the
hypocrite reign not, lest the people be ensnared." He speaks
" Peace; be still," and immediately there is a great calm! Who shall
disturb it or stir up the raging elements or the restless uneasiness
of foreboding evil? Bestow, 0 gracious Lord, this" peace of, God
which passeth all understanding," this ineffable quietness! "Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because
he trusteth in Thee."
Surely all believers know when He hideth His lovely face, as
Rutherford calls it; then they are troubled :"Oh then for cause of absence
My troubled soul I scanned."

It is sin that separates between us and our God; that hides His face
from us that He will not hear! Unbelief, that God-dishonouring,
soul-destroying sin, is cherished, and we can no longer see the light of
the Lord's countenance shining upon us. Who then can behold Him ~
It is said of the two disciples walking to Emmaus, "Their eyes were
holden that they should not know Him." He was close by their side,
but they were slow of heart to believe all that He had said, all that
the prophets had testified;, therefore unbelief, like a thick cloud,
obscured their vision. It is always so when we nourish that viper, it
destroys our peace. There is only one way to restore it; by humble
confession turn to Him, who has never really left us; nationally or
individually this is the only way. The child of light often walks
in darkness. Job was under it now, but which of us can cast the first
stone at him?
"
" Surely it is meet to be said unto God, 1 have borne ·chastisement,
1 will not offend any more." Like very little children, we need to be
told what to say in the august presence of the Great King of heaven
and earth, and this our need is most supplied by His Majesty on the
throne of grace! It is meet to be told how we may prevail. We have
several instructions like this. Let us take up the very words, and say toHim,1 have borne chastisement (I know 1 was under Thy Fatherly rod,
Thou hast shown me why Thou contendest with me), 1 will offend no-
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more. Like a disobedient child I have felt the rod of correction; it is
yielding the peaceable fruit of righteousness. Now I hear another plea,
"Take with you words. and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take
away all iniquity and receive us graciously: so will we render the
calves of our lips" (Hosea xiv. 1). It is meet to use the precise language
of holy Scripture, the weapons in God's armoury that others have
used and prevailed, the very words of Jacob, "I will not let Thee
go except Thou bless me." Of Moses, " I beseech Thee, show me Thy
glory." Of Jabez, "Oh that Thou wouldst bless me indeed and
enlarge my coasts, and that Thine hand might be with me; and that
Thou wouldst keep me from evil that it may not grieve me."
The prayers of David in the Psalms suit all occasions. Thus the
Helper of our infirmities teaches us what to pray for as we ought;
yea, puts the words we should say in our hearts. Our Lord and Master
taught His little ones what to say, and His Apostles amplified His
words, so that they are at no loss what to say.
" That which I see not teach Thou me: if I have done iniquity, I
will do no more." Here is the teachableness of a little child! Well
may it be our utterance every time we read the Holy Scriptures.
Though we have been learning for fifty or seventy years there is
much that we see not, things deep and unsearchable that we do
not understand as yet; We shall be unfolding the folded sweetness
in eternity. So we are fully persuaded that we cannot see the
mysteries of spiritual truth without divine instruction; therefore we
need to cry incessantly, "What I see not, teach me." Oh! the
blessedness of having such a Tutor. Infallible Interpreter, I would
lean on Thee.
"Surely it is meet" to take the lowest place of self-abasement,
considering the Potentate on the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.
and our insignificance as worms of the dust. How low He stoops
to incline His ear to our feeblest cry! We cannot even promise to
do no more iniquity without His special grace working in us, both to
will and to do !
"Should it be according to thy mind ~ He will recompense it,
whether thou refuse or whether thou choose; and not I: therefore
speak what thou knowest." Every right-minded child of God would
answer, Thy will be done, not mine. But He is sovereign and will
do according to His purp@se and His pleasure! Job felt it was" a time
to keep silence," though solicited to tell what he knew; like the
Psalmist, "I held my peace, even from good."
"Let men of understanding tell me, and let a wise man hearken
unto me." Men of understanding are they that are endued with
the Spirit of the Lord which rested upon the Rod out of the stem of
Jesse, the Branch out of his roots in His sevenfold operations. The
anointing of the head- is so copious that it flows down to the lowest
members of His mystic body (Ps. cxxxiii. 2), and a w se man must be
endued with wisdom that descendeth from above, and such an one
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will hearken to words of wisdom, GiJd's words spoken by His
messengers.
" Job hath spoken words without knowledge, and his words were without wisdom. My desire is that Job may be tried unto the end, because
of his answers for wicked men." We always "darken coUnsel by
words without knowledge" when we arraign the dealings of God's
providence with us, and but for Elihu's words, we should have
thought Job correct in his statements, for God condescended to
reason with His servant and ultimately justified Job before his friends.
Elihu had his desire. Job was tried to the end. "Ye have heard of
the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that He is
very pitiful and of tender mercy." It all redounded to the magnifying
of the grace of God and the help of the Holy Spirit Who enabled
the patriarch to endure to the end.
" For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, he clappeth his hands among
us, and multiplieth his words against God." It seems a grievous
charge. We turn from man's judgment to the merciful Justifier of"the
ungodly, who put their trust in the atoning sacrifice for sin, who are
refuged in Him, safe in Christ the true Ark, and who are beheld
in Him "without spot or wrinkle or any such thing," yea" holy and
without blemish."
MARY.

CHRIST A REFUGE FROM THE STORM.
ISA.

iv. 6; xxxii. 2; xxv. 4.

ROCK, for weary sinners made,
When storms of sin distress the soul;
Here let me rest my weary head,
When lightnings blaze and thunders roll.

GREAT

Within the clefts of His dear side,
There all His saints in safety dwell;
And what from Jesns shall divide?
Not all the rage of earth or hell.
Bless'd with the pardon of her sin,
My soul beneath Thy shade would lie,
And sing the love that took me in,
While others sank in sin to die.
Oh, sacred covert from the beams
That on the weary trav'ller beat,
How welcome are Thy shade and streams,
How bless'd, how sacred, and how sweet!
JOHN KENT.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST.
. As GOD'S GIFT.
" He is altogether lovely."-SoNG v. 16.
" His unspeakable gift."-2 COR. ix. 15.

WHEN the loveliness of Christ as God's gift to poor sinners is revealed,
thanksgiving becomes not merely a duty, but a privilege; and, whilst
the heart, the walk, and the life, join to praise the Lord, the lips take
up the strain, and unite with the Apostle in the rejoicing exclamation,
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift." The gratitude of
the renewed heart unto the Father for the gift of His Son Jesus Christ
is manifested in loving Him, seeking Him, following Him, and
cleaving to Him.
I. THE GIVER

of the Son is the Father; and truly the Covenant of Grace is the deed
of gift by which the Father bestows His Son-and the willing Son
complies-as His gift to His Church. The Lord will be entreated
of His people for this gift, and the Spirit-taught prayer of every
humble believer is: "Give me Christ, or else I die." The great
proof that Christ was given for us, is that He is given to us. The
Father freely gave Him up for us all (Rom. viii. 32), to die the shameful
death of the cross, as our glorious Substitute; that through death
He might destroy him that had the power of death (Heb. ii. 14), and
in His resurrection bring life and immortality to light (2 Tim. i. 10) ;
ultimately ascending into the Holiest-" not without blood"-there
to abide as the Intercessor and Advocate of all that come unto God
by Him (Heb. vii. 25). A precious Christ thus given for His people,
to be their Representative ,and Reconciler,. is given to them in regeneration as their Life. This life is eternal life; and, while they grow in
the knowledge of Him, they find more and more that He is given to be
their "all and in all" (Col. iii. 2). Christ's Spirit dwells in them
(Rom. viii. 9), Christ's love constrains them (2 Cor. v. 14), Christ's
hand protects them (Is. xli. 10), Christ's grace suffices them (2 Cor.
xii. 9), and Christ's blessing rests upon them (Luke xxiv. 51). In the
manner thus indicated, the saints of God are put in possession of
11.

THE GIFT.

"Thanks be unto God for the unspeakable gift" of Christ's grace,
communicated in the daily fresh impartings of divine knowledge and
of strength. Grace is communicated from Christ to those in Him,
and of His fulness of wisdom, love, and power they daily receive
(John i. 16); otherwise, the daily recurring sense of their own folly,
weakness, and misery would certainly overwhelm them with despair.
This secret inflowing of Christ's grace is the good gift of God freely
bestowed upon His unworthy, and, too often, ungrateful people.
The Father sends the Spirit every hour to impart Christ's strength to
weaklings in' faith, or they would utterly fall. Believers, therefore,
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cannot help being Trinitarians, because they receive the blessings of
the distinct offices of the three Persons, in their experience of the
One-ness of the Godhead-JEHovAH, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Christ's Word is another special love-gift of God to His own, and
truly, in a very real sense,
"The written and the Inca.rnate Word
In all things a.re the same."

"The Word was with God, and the Word was God" (John i. 1). It is
Christ the Word, Who, by the Word, quickens elect vessels of mercy,
when dead in sin (Eph. ii. 1), continually instructs the ignorant in
the ways of wisdom, and comforts the sorrowful 'spirits, when dejecte<l
and sad, by the application of the promise to faith. In every promise
sealed home to the heart with power the soul hears the voice of the
Beloved.
The cross of Christ is also the gift of God to true followers of His
Son. They have to follow Jesus all the way, by the Via Dolorosa to
the Via Crucis; and then the experience of the Apostle becomes
theirs-" I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me" (Gal. ii. 20). By the daily cross appointed
for every believer, they die to the world, to self, to sin, and to all false
hopes and comforts. This way of the cross is the Way of Life; and
there is no other road but this to the Crown of Glory. "If any man
will be My disciple, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow
Me" (Matt. xvi. 24).
The Lord Jesus is given by God to be the Light (John i. 4, 5, 8, 9).
He is the Sun of Righteousness who ariseth with healing in His wings
(Matt. iv. 2). To what is said above may be added the saying of
the ancients, "Via crucis, via lucis ": .. The way of the cross is the
way of light"; and truly a glorious light streams from the cross upon
the blood-sprinkled path of great tribulation, by which the redeemed
journey onward to glory. Christ is the only true light, and in His
light believers see light (John xi. 9). Apart from Him all is darkness,
gloom, restlessness, and misery. When He shineth by His Spirit
into the soul and upon the path, believers experience brightness,
comfort, quietude, and joy. Dear readers, let us pray:
. " Light of those whose dreary dwelling
Borders on the shades of death;
Come, and Thy bright beams revea.ling,
Dissipate the shades beneath!
"Come and ma.nifest the favour
, Thou hastr for the ransomed race,
Come, Thou dear exalted Sa.viour;
Come, and bring Thy Gospel-grace I
"By Thy all-sufficient merit,
Every burdened soul release i
By the shining of Thy Spirit,
Guide us into perfect peace."
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" Christ is the gift of God as our King to reign in us, our Prophet
to teach us, and our Priest to plead for us. The Father hath given
Him to be- our hiding-place, our helper, our refuge, our shield, our
sanctuary, our husband, our anchor, our burden-bearer, our righteousness, our guide, our banner, and all that is implied in that blessed
word-our Saviour.. Well may we say: "Thank God for Jesus
Christ." We note next:

Ill.

THE

UNSPEAKABLENESS

of this gift. It is unspeakably valuable. Its preciousness cannot
be expressed. "Unto you, therefore, which believe, He is precious"
(1 Pet. n. 7) ; but the glories of Emmanuel can never be fully told. Even
the little a real seeker knows of Christ is unutterable. Language fails
to express the bubblings up of the believer's heart in respect to the
things touching the King (Ps. xlv. 1), though his" tongue is the pen
of a ready writer." Christ is "fairer than the children of men"
(v. 2); and" the people shall praise Him for ever and ever" (v. 17).
" He is thechiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely"
(Song v. 10, 16). Dear readers, let us sing:
" Immortal honours rest .on Jesu's head,
My God, my Portion, and my living Bread;
In Him I live, upon Him cast my care,
He saves from death, destruction, and despair.
"He is my Refuge in each deep distress,
The Lord my strength, and glorious righteousness,
Through floods and flames He leads me safely on,
And daily makes His sovereign goodness known.
"My every need He richly will supply,
Nor will His mercy ever let me die;
In Him there dwells a treasure all divine,
And matchless love has made that treasure mine."

"Thanks be unto God
Bath.

for

His unspeakable gift."
E. C.

THE man that watches the dealings of God with him, both in
providence and grace, he shall find the Lord's promise daily verified:
I will, says God, make all My goodness pass before thee. Such
watchful souls shall' see many an obstacle removed, many a precious
promise turned up; many an intricate providence made straight,
many a knotty experience unriddled, many an enemy entangled in
his own counsel, many a hint dropped for faith to catch, many a
glorious beam to direct his steps, and many a sweet drop of divine
consolation will be poured as an oil on his soul, which will dissolve
the stubborn heart, and divinely sweeten and soften every unruly
faculty: "Thus shall the )1lan be blessed that feareth the Lord, and
with favour will He compass him as with a shield."-W.Huntington, S.S.
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THE WONDERS AND GLORIES OF GRACE.
IN a brief but blessed visit to dear friends in the Lord, amid the lovely
Yorkshire moors, wheu the theme of our converse was, I trust, for the
most part of Him, and we realized to our heart's joy and satisfaction,
how" Jesus Himself" drew near, as He ever does, delighting to hearken
when His disciples are drawn by the Holy Spirit to speak well of Him,
and He, in anticipation of their need, "expounded unto them in all
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself," it was in such converse,
which savoured sweetly of our Immanuel, that I was deeply interested
in hearing from the lips of these two beloved sisters in the Lord the
account of the wonders of grace manifested in a very marked degree
in a dear lad known to them, and whose life's history was intensely
interesting to them. And whilst it is in conscious, very conscious
weakness and inability in myself to write anything that should
be acceptable in the sight of an all-seeing and heart-searching God,
it is in lItter dependenc~ upon the Holy Spirit's guidance, teaching and
blessing, that I have undertaken to give a brief outline of the life of one
who was eminently a trophy of sovereign and distinguishing grace and
mercy.
Gcorge Herbert Illingworth was said to be "The worst boy in
Y . . . ." His parents had little or no regard for their boy, and even
less for religion. Thus their children were allowed to bring themselves
up as best they could, and being" born in sin and shapen in iniquity,"
George soon followed the natural bent of his depraved inclinations,
and chose sinful pleasures and associations, and was soon drawn into
every snare and vice imaginable.
Thus the days sped on in the life of poor George, until one day (as
he afterwards related), he was arrested by the words whilst at his work,
" If you go on like this you will end in hell." No one was near, he was
alone, in the workshop, and he was convinced no human voice had
spoken the words. It disturbed him and he could get no rest, neither
could he forget the solemn words, try as he would. He sought
advice from a fellow workman l who advised him to go to the Salvation
Army, and he joined their ranks, and subsequently this was
used of the great First Cause of all events as the link in the chain of
His Providence to bring about His everlasting purposes of grace in the
career of this dear larl, who was soon to be di,ssatisfied with anything
short of a Divine revelation of Christ speaking to his heart, " I am thy
salvation." It was whilst as a young recruit in the ranks of this
Army, that hlJ was sent out to collect for them during what is termed
" Self-denial Week." In going from house to house on his errand,
he found his way to the door of the two elect ladies who were
to be unconsciously the -instruments in God's hand of leading this
lost lamb to the Shepherd's fold.
Oh, the wonder-working sovereignty .of our God! What little
things in His· hand bring about great and everlasting results!
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"Who hath despised the day of small things 1" Nay, is anything
small in His sight as touching that vast, eternal destiny which is to
bring in every elect vessel of mercy 1 God's method of salvation is
not to propose, but call by grace. He knows all sinners in their
unregenerate state as "dead in trespasses and sins," and He knows
that ere they can turn and seek Him, the Lord, the Spirit of Might and
power, must proclaim to those dry bones that word to their hearts,
" LIVE," ere they can stand upon their feet and respond to His call.
Thus it is with every elect vessel of mercy :"For thus the eternal council ran,
, Almighty grace, arrest that man.' "

Thus it was with George IJIingworth. "I being in the way, God
led me ~o the house of my master's brethren," might be written truly
of him. He was aroused by those words of solemn warning. They
occurred again and again as a monitor. He went about, as all we by
nature wiU do, to establish a carnal religion for himself. But grace
is irresistible, all-powerful, all conquering! Grace led his wandering
steps, and what mighty issues hung on that slender and apparently
unimportant thread in the Eternal Purpose of our God! How little
did that poor lad suppose, nor those who were afterwards to be his best
earthly friends, that a call at their door on a Sabbath morn, begging
for alms, should of His matchless skill and wisdom bring about a matter
which will take all eternity to fill with endless cause for praise! To
a knock so unusual and at such an hour ma y be assigned the secondary
cause of one of my beloved friends' opening the door herself! What
did she see 1 A poor, wretched, ill-fed, dirty lad, clad (as she afterwards learned) in his father's coat. He was begging, but not for
himself. He was collecting contributions for the Salvation Army
Tea. Pity was drawn out for him, and an inner prompting to invite
him in and" expound unto him the way of God more perfectly," and
the need of the Lord's work in and for him, to be evidenced ere he
could "work for God"; "fruit unto holiness" coming from the
divinely implanted root of divine life.
The lad listened earnestly, and soon won her and her dear friend's
heart by saying, oh! so pleadingly, "Will you teach me 1 I want to be
right." A subsequent arrangement was arrived at, that he should
come to them one evening in each week for instruction in the Word of
God, and I know not who to say was the most eager for those recurring
evenings, the young learner or the teachers, but this I know, it was a
time made passing sweet ofttimes in their experience as they watched
the opening of that little bud of grace, and knew that there was rejoicing
in the presence of the angels of God over yet another repentant,
returning prodigal.
For some weeks they found it very hard, seeing the poverty of the
dear lad, to withhold from him food and clothing. But they were
graciously and all-wisely guided not to hold out any secondary
attraction, and here is another proof of the all-sufficient attractive
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power of the everlasting Gospel, for what else was there to draw him
there, and to give them to watch, with delighted and praiseful hearts,
the evident thirst after the things of God in this dear young seeker?
Regularly as the appointed evening came round, George appeared;
and rapidly improved in his outward appearance. If he could not
dress better, at least he would be clean, and oh, what a bright, happy
face greeted them, as weemafter week "The old, old story of J esllS
and His love" was told so simply, so scripturally, that this "little
one," in the power of the Spirit's working, could receive it with delight.
As it ever noes, grace refined and moulded his character, and George
improved in every way very markedly. His manner was gentle, and
remarkably grateful. He tried hard to improve himself in reading and
writing, and even to teach himself arithmetic and geography,
whilst I have beside me many precious outlines of the Bible lessons
given him, and which were evidently much blessed to his hungering
soul. There are also some simple. hymns composed by himself. The
poetry may be somewhat crude, but the Gospel-breathings are sweet
and sound. One;'
" I need, Thee, gracious God, this hour,
My strength is growing weak,"

was evidently written under physical weakness (for he was a delicate
lad), and it breathes a sweet desire for the power of Christ to rest upon
him, that through Him he might vanquish all that would oppose his
walking consistently in the narrow way. Most of his Bible-lessons
were evidently committed to paper that he might refresh his memory
by their re-perusal, and go to show how truly scriptural and ofttimes
deeply doctrinal were all these dear friends' lessons to their young
charge, and how evidentially and markedly he grew in grace and' in
theknowledge of his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
One matter began to be a difficulty. He found that his two dear
friends did not go to any place of worship regularly, and neither could
they recommend him to go where only a yea and nay Gospel was the
adulterated food given to poor, needy, hungering souls.
"As living souls are fed,
Oh, feed me, or I die,"

was their cry in their deep yearnings after the means of grace. But
, God's sheep by Divine and distinguishing grace are made to
. , "hunger and thirst after righteousness," and they know when true
pasturage is found to their souls' delight and satisfaction.
Husks will not do for such. They are looking and longing for
"that true Bread from. heaven." And free-will', and free-grace
teaching can never mingle. George observed all this, and in conversation one day discovered that if they were living ,some few miles away
atB- and L-, they could attend in 'either town a little cause of
truth, where free and sovereign grace-was fully proclaimed, although
they would have preferred, could they have had the choice, toa.ttend
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serVIces in the Established Church 'in which they had been brought
up.
The next Lord's-day he was up betimes and off without breakfast
a walk of seven miles to L-, to reach this favoured corner in Christ's
vineyard, arriving there in time for the morning service and getting
back again to his friends' house in time for the usual Sunday afternoon
Bible-reading. He recalled with deep gratitude that morning when
for the first time in his life he heard the everlasting Gospel proclaimed
from one of God's sent ministers. He was a stranger there to the
preacher and people, and they to him. But amongst that worshipping
flock he was gathered" in spirit and in truth," and as they sang that
precious hymn of Hart's-so suited to his case-" Come ye sinners,
poor and wretched," it was made a great blessing to him. His dear
friends about this time provided him with a copy of Gadsby's hymns,
and against many his handwriting appears, " Precious."
Mr. John Booth, who was to be the instrument in God's hand of
building him up in the faith of God's elect, writes, " About this time
.... h~ (George) had to remove to Q-- on account of work, and being within
five or six miles of our chapel at B--, he came there regularly."
(Mark the thirst after divine realities, dear reader). A walk of five or
six miles, all weathers, with a very delicate constitution, was thought
nothing of, that he might hear the preaching of the unsearchable
riches of Christ.
In his handwriting, on a half sheet of paper to his dear friends, and
doubtless referring to some happy season about this time, is the
following: "The first lesson was from Rev. xix. and the text Isaiah
lxiii. 1. In course of sermon he illustrated Ezek. xxv. 1'2-,14 verses,
and Psa. cxxxvii. 7-9. The text was quoted under four heads, viz. :
(1) Admiration; (2) Glory; (3) Majesty; (4) Omnipotence. The
first being quoted and explained in the morning . . .He is a powerful
preacher, an,d it is quite a treat to listen to him. Miss R-- is going
to bring me a lot of 'Gospel Standards' to read. I am quite well in
body at present. The Lord is very good to me, who am but a mass of
filth and iniquity, the Lord being me hope and salvation. Please
let me know how you are, as your letters are very cheering. Give my
best love to Miss 1--, and may the Lord bless you abundantly.
" GEORGE."

How true it is" none teacheth like Him." Take into consideration,
dear reader, his youth, his but recent depraving associations, a prey
to almost every evil habit, a frequenter of low theatres and of dens
of evil and immorality; spending his Sabbaths breaking the Commandments, drinking, in evil conversation, and reading bad literature; and contrast the above letter of perhaps sixteen or twenty
/months after his call by grace. How wonderful are the works of our
God, and truly His ways are past finding out! Again, in January,
1898, two letters of that month I am-able to cull from in his own handwriting, to his dear friend and counseIlor, Miss Y--.
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" DEAR MADAM,

"Just a few lines to say I am not at all well. I have very severe pains
in my body, and I have been nearly qiiite blind, not; being able to
read at all on ~aturday. I went to tl1e Hospital on Saturday, and
after waiting four hours, the doctors told me they could not do me
the least go?d; as the mischief had been done in my childhood, but
they told me to come every Thursday, which means a day off every week
£rom my work. I have asked the Lord's guidance in the matter, and
I trust He will guide me, for what with severe pains in my body, and
the pain in my ear, and the weakness of my eyesight, I do want Him
to help me. I went to the chapel (Zoar Chapel, B--) on Sunday, and
enjoyed the preaching very much. I hope you will continue to write
me, as your letters are very cheering.. Thanking you for your kindness
to me.
"I remain, yours sincerely,

"G.

ILLINGWORTH."

Ten days later he addresses again his interested friends:" DEAR MADAM,

" Just a few lines to say how I got on at the Infirmary on Thursday.
I have been suffering very much with pains in my head and body.
I feel quite broken down in health and done up. I don't want
to complain, for I am assured that if it is His will, He will not leave
me comfortless, but will use it for His glory! Bless His Holy Name
which is above all others. I often wonder how it would be if I had no
Saviour t;o.go to . . . "
As far as he was enabled, he attended as regularly as his health
would permit him the services at Zoar Chapel, and was lovingly received
to their hearts and affections by both the esteemed Pastor and hisfloek.
Doubtless some of these dear people have heard that word" Inasmuch"
with deep joy and gratitude that their gracious heavenly Father
guided them to show kindness to one, a stranger. From September,
1897, until the second month of 1898, so far as health allowed, he
became a regular hearer of the Gospel, and markedly grew in, grace
and requested baptism a_nd church membership. When the esteemed
Pastor heard his testimony and experience, young as he was, he saw
ho barrier to receiving him into fellowship. I will again refer the
reader to Mr. Booth's own words.
"I laid the matter before the Church. The result was that he
came before the Church on the last I,ord's-day in April, and he was
very much helped in telling the people what the Lord had done for
his soul. I baptized him on the following Sabbath, arid he wrote to
his friends the following words during the next week:" 'DEAR MADAMS

" 'I write these'fewlines to say that I am quite well at present. The
Lord has been good to my soul, allowing me the privilege of receiving.
Baptism and the Lord's Supper. The devil was very hard on
harassing my poor soul, and toward the close of the morning service
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almost 0' erwhelmed me; but blessed be God, He delivered me from
the claws of Satan, and in the afternoon and evening He was very
precious. I have been looking forward to receiving those lessons in
the Word of God (promised by post). Please, ma'am, start me at once.
I read ~ll Proverbs early on Sunday, getting up at six o'clock. May
the dear Lord bless your labour of love is the earnest wish of
,
"Yours,
GEORGE."

A few days after he was again taken very ill at his lodgings, and as
the medical man treated it lightly, neither his Pastor nor his
devoted friends away were apprised of it until too late! The dear
lad passed away almost suddenly in the end, and ere the congregation
gathered together for the commemorative feast of the doing and dying
of their precious Lord, for the first time since George had gathered
with them that day month, he was for ever feasting at the banqueting
table above without a veil between! He had gone in unto the King.
He had seen the glorious Emmanuel, and had cast his crown before the
throne, saying" Thou alone art worthy!" He was heard to repeat and
sing, "Jesus, Lover of my soul" during his dying hours, and doubtless
Jesus was made abuhdantly near and precious to him at that
stupendous hour of need, dying as he did alone, and without one earthly
friend near. This was their comfort, that Jesus Himself drew near,
for it was a great grief to think that he should have been apparently
left when, could they have had the slightest intimation of the critical
nature of his illness, they would have gladly gone to his comfort and
relief. All that could be done was lovingly rendered as their last act
of service, as they, assisted by the kind friends at Zoar Chapel, tenderly
fetched his redeemed dust, home and laid him to rest in the cemetery
near them, there to await the archangel's call.
Dear reader, your heart has doubtless gone out in adoring gratitude
during the perusal of this brief but blessed narrative. You have said,
"Nothing is too hard for the Lord." You have seen Him true to His
own glorious declaration, "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise
cast out," and you have gloried in that kingly, mighty, sovereign
salvation which admits' of no contingency, no addi.tion of proud yet
fallen nature, but which spoke with a voice that awoke the dead and
made yet one more ransomed sinner hear and live! It is yet another
proof of that wondrous stoop of love and pity and mercy, which came
low enough to pick up such an one as poor George from the rubbish of
the fall, to deliver him from the pit of corruption, and make him a
polished jewel to adorn Emmanuel's crown. Truly" is not this a
brand plucked from the burning? " and a trophy of that rich and free
and sovereign grace which reached a Manasseh, a Mary Magdalene,
a dying thief (and your and my heart add in adoring gratitude, lost
in wonder, love and praise) and me! May the foregoing narrative
encourage us concerning dear ones for whose salvation we may have
been pleading these many years. May it likewise encourage us to
obey the Divine commarid: "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
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evening withhold not thine hand; for thou.knowest not whether shall
prosper either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good."
The ej;ernal 'seed of the words of life must take root and grow and
fructify in prepared hearts: this is our comfort and encouragement as
we seek to " sow beside all waters," leaving all results with our God
and to His own glory. It will show us also how we need be " careful
to entertain strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares." Little did those two gracious elect ladies think that in
that poor beggar lad before them stood an heir of glory! How grateful
are they, doubtless, for that Divine guidance which prompted them to
show kindness to one a stranger then to grace. What momentous
results hang on a slender thread. We bless God that Omnipotence IS
the hand that holds that thread, and that it is His hand that has all
power in heaven and on earth, and that He is ever wielding that power
in unhurried majesty, "saying to the north give up, and to the south
keep not back; bring my sons from afar, and my daughters from the
ends of the earth; even everyone that is called by My name; for I
have created him for My glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made
him."
R.
P.S.-My dear friends to whom I submitted the foregoing in
manuscript, for fear lest my memory might have misled me in any
particular, as it is some months since the account was related to me,
wish to add the follo\Ving striking features about George's distinctive
call by grace and growth in Divine things. Miss - - writes :" After some time, wheIl we realized George was being taught of the
Holy Spirit, we asked him if he would like to offer prayer. It was a
wonderful prayer for so illiterate a lad, and never can we forget the
sweetness with which he begged his God to bless those who first met
with him at the Throne of grace.
"When at home for a holiday, he always came to the Bible-reading
in the afternoon of the Lord's-day. The last time was Easter Sunday,
when we kept him to tea. After tea we sang hymns, and we specially
noticed those he chose were about heaven. After he left,it was remarked
how he seemed growing in grace, and his whole demeanour was subdued
and spiritual. We learned afterwards that the first time he offered
prayer at the prayer-meeting after becoming a member of Zoar Chapel,
he gave out the hymn 1104 in Gadsby's selection :.. Convinced as a sinner, to Jesus I come,
Informed by the Gospel for such there is room;
O'etwhelmM with sorrow for sin will I cry;
• Lead me' to the Rock that is higher than 1.' "

So especially did he seem to be taught his own sinfu1D.ess."

SEEK carefully to preserve a good conscience, it is the greatest
blessing to be enjoyed on this side the heavenly inheritance.
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Sermon£' an)) N otf£' of S ftmOlt£'.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH,
RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD.
A WORD FOR THE NEW YEAR.

" Help, Lord."-PsALM xii. l.
WHAT a fund of instruction the poet gives us in the words, "When
gathering clouds around I view, and days are dark and friends are few,
on HIM I lean." Here is our only resource in this cloudy and dark
day-here our true wisdom, and if we enter on the present year enabled
to do this we shall view without dismay the storm that is gathering
around us, and be prepared for that time of trouble intimated in the
words, "perilous times shall come." The Gospel of Him Who was
meek and lowly in heart is no longer tolerated by the pride of man,
who in a spirit of bold defiance of God is hastening the fulfilment of
the words, "Let us break Their bands asunder, and cast away Their
cords from us." On every side it is'" a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness." And no man who takes
the Bible for his guide but must enter upon 1906 feeling how his lot
is cast in a time when men's hearts are failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things that are coming upon the earth.
The truth that God's thoughts are not man's thoughts, nor His
ways man?-s ways, was never more clearly seen than in the present
day. Independence of God-an earth regenerated without Christ,
salvation without atonement--an utter denial of the need of power
from on high, the power of the Spirit of God, all are alike suited to
the pride of the natural heart of man, and make the salvation of God
foolishness, and the ministers of God's Word despised. Such so-called
enlightenment descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual,
devilish, and is advancing with such rapid strides that with man
the Scriptures of truth are little better than a cunningly devised fable,
and believers in the inspired Word of God little short of weakminded, ignorant fanatics..
No man of spiritual discernment can look, at home or abroad, upon
the commercial, political, or religious world and not feel how appropriate is the motto chosen for the year: "Help, Lord, for the godly
man ceaseth, for the faithful fail from among the children of men."
In drawing attention to these words, notice in the first ,place, the solemn
act stated-:-" the godly man ceaseth, the faithfu' fail": and secondly
the need of God's special intervention, as expressed in the cry, "Help,
Lord."
First, the fact, and in noticing the fact observe the character spoken
of-the godly man. Ainsworth translates the word, "the gracious
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saint." It is one" set apart by God for Himself" (Ps. xliii.), in the
Covenant of grace, and bronght in God's appointed time to feel
interested in al~ Covenant blessings-a man of prayer (Ps. xxxvi. 6),
one devoted to God. The Hebrew word is from a root which signifies
eager and ardent desire, and hence one zealons for the glory of God
and ~he spread of His truth.
Such men have always been in a minority, but of late years their
ranks are getting thinner and thinner. And is not this an unmistakable
sign of the times? "The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth
it to heart, and merciful men are taken away, none considering that
the righteous is taken away from the evil to come" (Isa. lvii. 1). They
cease, they come to an end, they are gathered home, and their ranks
are not being filled np. Surely this should pnt redoubled earnestness into the cry, "Help, Lord."
"The faithful fail." The word is from a root which signifies to
prop, to support, hence to be unshaken, such as one may safely lean
on. The word is used both for true and faithful persons (2 Sam. xx.
19), and for faithfulness (Isa. xxvi. 2). The Greek translates it,
"The truths." In either case it is what we can trust-faithful men
or their faithful teaching. But God is permitting both to cease, to
disappear, to pass away, for the time has come" when men will not
endure healthy teaching" (2 Tim. iv. 3). Sad indeed must be the
outlook, for things will get" worse and worse" (2 Tim. iii. 13). The
restraining power that has hitherto held back seems to have been
taken out of the way (see 2 Thess. ii. 6), the lid that shut in lawlessness
in the Ephah seems to have been removed (Zech. v. 8), and false
systems of religion, with the wind in their wings-nothing to retard
their progress-seem fast hastening things on to Shinar (see Gen. xi. 2),
where man first sought in'the "city" and the" tower" to make himself
a name and to become independent of God. Again I say, in the face
of such a state of things, how expressive the cry, "Help, Lord." But
what are we to understand by it? This is a most comprehensive
theory. Suffice it to say it includes preservation in danger, deliverance
out of it, and final victory; the largeness of the meaning may be
gathered from the fact that the root is used in reference to that
deliverance spiritually' which Christ was to effect, having paid the
price of our redemption, and is applied to His victory over death and
the grave aB our Surety. This being so, well may Ainsworth say of
it: "This word is largely used for all manner of saving, helping,
delivering, preserving, and infinite the like."
And now. dear reader, what is the lesson for you and me? Let us
take heart, though our names be cast out as evil, for the Son of Man's
sake; let us remember, in spite of all, that His purposes will ripen fast,
that His counsel shall stand; let us be- assured for the Church of God
and for each individual member of it there is victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Man's day will end in failure, but for His witnesses
who go forth without the camp bearing His reproach there is the
promise, " they shall reign for ever and ever."
3
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A characteristic hymn written by dear John Berridge on the death
of George Whitefield will be a fitting wind-up tQ>our subject :" Send help, 0 Lord, we pray,
And Thy own Gospel bless,
For godly men decay,
And faithful pastors cease,
The righteous are removed home
And scorners rise up in their room.
"While Satan's troops are 'bold,
And thrive in numbers too,
The flocks in Jesu's fold
Are growing lank and few;
Old sheep are mQving off each year,
And few laIllbs in the fold appear.
" Old shepherds, too, retire,
Who gathered flocks below;
And young ones catch no fire
Or worldly-prudent grow.
Few run with trumpets in their hand
To sound alarms by sea and land.
" 0 Lord, stir up Thy power,
To make the Gospel spread,
And thrust out preachers more,
With voice to raise the dead.
With feet to run where Thou dost call,
With faith to fight and conquer all.
" The flocks that long have dwelt
Around fair Zion's hill,
And Thy sweet grace have felt,
Uphold and feed them still.
But fresh folds build up everywhere,
And plenteously Thy truth declare.
". As one Elijah dies,
True prophet of the Lord,
Let some Elisha rise,
To blaze the Gospel Word;
And fast as sheep to Jesus go,
May lambs ;recruit His folds below."

NOT a few of this world's possessions, if viewed in themselves ~nd
in their effects upon men may be termed anything rather than wealth.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE REV. RICHARD CORNALL.
THE REV. RICHARD CORNALL, Vicar of Emmanuel, Bristol, is the
senior Incumbent in the ancient City of the West, having been
instituted to his present charge in the year 1862. The readers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, through a period of very many years, hlwe been
familiar with the name and truly Evangelical writings of Mr. CORNALL,
and, we are sure, will welcome his portrait in our collection of faithful
witnesses. A Lancastrian by birth, he entered on life's pilgrimage
in 1832. At the age of twelve or thirteen he had spiritual impressions,
under the ministry of the Rev. W. Bateson at Hambleton Church,'
in the Fylde. These early indications of the Holy Spirit's gracious
work became deepened, and presently he felt led to put his hand to
the Gospel plough, engaging first in Lord's-day school teaching in
connection with St. James's Church, Preston. Next he gave himself
to district visiting, and finally became a lay helper, ministering both at
Stackstead, near Bacup, and at Christ Church, Preston. He received
much spiritual encouragement in his faithful service in the cause of
God's plecious truth., A conviction that he had been called to a lifework in the Word and doctrine of Christ grew within him, and his
way was providentially opened to enter St. Bees Theological College.
His studious habits here stood him in good stead, and he earned
marked success. In 1859 he was ordained by Dr. Graham, Bishop
of Chester, and was licensed to the curacy of Christ Church,Everton,
Liverpool, with the Rev. W. H. Wright. His ministry here proved
a blessing to many. Two flourishing Bible classes were formed and
held regularly, and on his leaving the parish at the end of about four
years, he was the recipient of several ,valuable testimonials. The
trustees of the then new church at Bristol-Emmanuel's-had
unanimously offered him the first appointment to the charge. The
parish was situated in St. Philip's, a poor and populous district. The
church was erected on a portion of ground where informer times a
:fair had been held-the scene of much ungodliness. Reviewing in
later years the pastoral work accomplished in the neighbourhood,
Mr. CORNALL has publicly said " As I look back upon' the years I
have ministered here, I see much to humble me, and much also to
make me thankful. I wish much more had been done; and yet,
blessed be God, much real good has been accomplished-first by the
the erection of the church; then by the building of our schools, at a
cost· of nearly £2,500 ; and especially by public worship and the
ministry of the Word, by teaching in our schools, by household
visitation, by Bible classes, prayer meetings, and other means of
grace. Of those who have been under my pastorate, three have
entered the ministry One of these is in Northc.West America, whose
wife also counts this her spiritual birth:place. Six others have gone
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forth as Scripture readers and lay missionaries, and at least as many
Bible-women. Others have become faithful Sunday-school teachers
or devoted parochial visitors. If there is much to deplore, as I know
there is, there is also much to rejoice over, much for which to thank
God, who is the Author and Giver of all good things. I see He has
blessed us. I thankfully recognize this, and, giving all the glory to
Him, raise my Ebenezer and say, ' Hitherto has the Lord helped us ! ' "
Mr. CORNALL has now completed about forty-three years of service
in his Bristol parish. He is highly esteemed by God's people for his
work's sake. Of three eminent preachers of the whole counsel of God
who, at one time, were closely associated in the maintenance of
Evangelical and Protestant principles in the city of Bristol-the
late beloved Rev. Dr. Doudney, the Rev. Samuel Abraham Walker,
and himself-he is the sole survivor. These dear men of God fraternally
arranged the week-evening services in their churches so that each
should be free to afford the others pulpit assistance when necessaryone fixing his service for Tuesday, the second for Wednesday, and the
third for Thursday. About the same period, the Rev.William Saunders,
Vicar of St. Silas, another faithful herald of the pure Gospel of the
sovereign grace of God, was an attached member of the little coterie.
Since those long-gone days, Bristol has witnessed many pastoral
changes-and sadly for the worse, but the lamp of truth still burns at
Emmanuel church. Mr. CORNALL, . during his prolonged ministry,
has published numerous sermons and pamphlets. For very many
years his New Year's Motto-an original and perspicuous analysis
of some passage of Holy Writ-has appeared in our pages, the latest
being that for 1906, which will be found in our present issue. He has
loyally stayed on with his flock, though opportunities have occurred
to accept other spheres of labour, and he has been the recipient of
various presentations from Emmanuel congregation in token of their
regard. At the Clifton Conference of believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ he has always been welcome, when able to attend: and several
of his addresses-clear and decided in distinctive free grace doctrine,
deep in Christian experience, and most helpful as expositions of the
inspired Word of God-are permanently recorded in the official Reports
of the proceedings of the Conference. His sermons reflect the results
of a close, prayerful, and scholarly investigation of the passages of
S~ripture selected for pulpit consideration. An example is here
gIven :"THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST,"-Eph. iii. 8.

iO';L

will perceive, my dear brethren, from the preceding context,
that these profound and precious words express very briefly the -subtance of the Apostle's preaching. He did not preach ecclesiasticism,
sacramentalism, sacerdotalism, or oppositions of science, or philosophy
falsely so called. He did not preach laboured discourses on the
supposed dignity of human nature, or on the excellence of human
reason, or on the laws of a cold morality. He had a theme infinitely
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higher, which cast everything else into the shade. It was Christ and
Christ alone, whom he boldly and everywhere proclaimed. Everything
else, however important, was made subordinate and subservient to
this one glorious theme.
And while he magnified his office he did not by self-exaltation
interpose himself like a black cloud between Christ and dying men,
but standing aside, with a desire not to be seen, except as pointing to
the Lamb of God, he proclaimed with burning love and convincing
earnestness" the unsearchable riches of Christ." Look at his modest
and humbling testimony in reference to his divine commission: "Unto
me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ."
No man may be regarded as truly a minister of the everlasting
Gospel who is not possessed of the same modesty and humility, the
same qualifying grace, and the same noble determination in the
execution of his office. Nor can he expect that his ministry will be
stamped with God's approval and honour unless the dying words of
Lambert the Martyr be his exalted theme, "None but Christ! None
but Christ!" It is recorded of a minister who had prMched some
years before he had an experimental knowledge of the Gospel that
one day, studying his Greek Testament, as his custom was, he came
in the course of his reading to the words of my text. The words
powerfully arrested his mind, "Riches of Christ," said he to
himself,
"Unsearchable riches!
What have I preached of
these ~ What do I know of these ~" These words God made
instrumental in effecting a mighty and radical change,· and, thus
in possession of new light, on the following Sunday he honestly .told
his people that he feared he had been a blind leader of the blind, but
that he was now determined to begin afresh. The broad seal of the
Spirit, convicting, converting, and sanctifying multitudes through
his ministry, put it beyond a doubt who had been the author of this
resolution in his opinions and feelings, and that the vision was of the
Lord. And so it is still. God will bless no preaching or teaching
of which Jesus is not the substance. By no other name can· men be
saved. Christ is the door, and the only door, through which they
must enter. He is the way, and the only way, by which they must
travel through this wilderness into God's beatific presence.
With these preliminary reflections let us come more immediately
to the words of my text: "The unsearchable riches of Christ."
It may be well to consider in the first place, that these words
imply that there is in man a want, a necessity, of something, which
he does not properly possess. And then we may consider further
that nothing earthly can satisfy this want or necessity. And then, in
the next place, we may consider what is not implied but plainly
asserted, that the unsearchable riches of Christ, so far as they are
communicable, are what can alone fully satisfy man's wants and
necessities.
First of all, then, the words of my text imply, a want, in man, of
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somethmg which he does not properly possess. Why was St. Paul
commisioned by God to preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
fiches of Christ? Because by Christ only it was' possible for them
to be saved. Why tell them of riches at all? Because they were
spiritually poor, and destitute, and wretched. Now,' no doctrine
stands out in the Bible more prominently than this, as a truth of
universal application. In the beginning God created man in His own
image; after His own likeness. He \vas upright and holy. And
because he was upright and holy,. he was perfectly happy. But
through the envy of the devil, he was induced to disobey God. He
sought out many inventions. He wandered from God, and, like the
man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, he fell among thieves,
who robbed him of all spiritual and heavenly good, inflicted deep and
deadly wounds upo'n his person, and left him a shattered and miserable
outcast on the world's highway. Like Cain, he went out from the
presence of the Lord, turned his back upon God and goodness, and
became a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth. Hence it is that man,
having forsaken the fountain of living waters, wanders abroad in this
dry and thirsty land in pursuit of gratification; and spends his time
and strength in hewing out cisterns, which can hold no water. Sin
has created a dangerous and feverish thirst in him, which no earthly
springs can quench. It has produced a keen and voracious appetite
for that which can never satisfy. . It has created an emptiness, a void,
a deeply felt want and necessity, in the soul of every human being.
Like the prodigal son, man, conceiving a design of being independent
of his heavenly Father, has wasted all that Father's gifts by his reckless
folly, and has reduced himself to wretchedness and want. \ Like
Noah's dove, he has fled from the ark of safety, and, upon a wide and
tempestuous sea, he is ever agitated, and can find no rest for his weary
soul. By his terrible apostasy, man lost all divine light, and love,
and holiness, and happiness. In consequence of this immense
vacuum, .this awful destitution, all men eagerly crave and aspire
after something which they do not naturally possess; and running
hither and thither in hope of finding what they want, the question is
reiterated again and again, "Who will show us any good?"
Now, under such circumstances, where does man look, where does
he go, for the supply of his wants? Does he return to the God he has
forsaken? No; he flies from his Creator, and goes to the creature;
he despises the overflowing fountain, and prefers the shallow stream;
he tramples costly pearls under his feet, and pursues the flying
feathers, the bubbles, the phantoms of supposed eartWy good. But
after he has thrown off all restraint and employed all his powers, in
seeking to satiate his wants in such a c.ourse, after all, he entirely fails.
Think you. that the drunkard is satisfied with drinking? . or the
licentious with his depraved indulgence? .or the covetous with Achan's
wedge of gold? or the proud with the gaudy Babylonish garment?
or the man of fashion with his pomp and gaiety? or the vc:>luptuary
with his ·rounds of pleasure? I know not. Men know and feel this;
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and yet, with strange infatuation, it is to objects such as these that
they. give their entire hearts and affections.
I will dwell for a short time upon one of these particulars.. My
text speaks of riches, but these are spiritual and· everlasting riches.
But what are those that many are running after? ,They axe not the
unsearchable riches of Christ, but the riches consisting in the gold that
perisheth. Competition for wealth is one great snare ofthe present day.
"The love of money is wide-spread." The race for riches is general.
Honestly or dishonestly men will be rich. They labour under deep
and craving wants. They appear to think that in order to meet those
wants they must pile up stores of wealth, and then they will discover
the secret of real happiness. But oh, how they are deceived! Listen
to the testimony of God upon this matter. By His prophet Haggai
(i. 6) he speaks of such riches as "wages put into a bag with holes."
By King Solomon He says that "riches certainly make themselves
wings, and they fly away as an eagle toward heaven" (Prov. xxiii. 5).
By His Apostle St. James He says, "Go to, now, ye rich men, weep and
howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are
corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver
is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and
shall eat your flesh as if it were fire" (James v. 1-3). By His Apostle
St. Paul He says, "They that will be rich fall into temptation and a
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts ; -which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all
evil; which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Tim. vi. 9,10).
Christ Himself declares that deceitful riches are little. thorns which
choke .the good seed, or neutralize the effects of the Gospel. And to
teach us what a burden riches are, and how worthless is the mere
possession of them, God further says by His prophet Habakkuk
(ii. 6), that the rich man is only" lading himself with thick ,clay." He
is labouring hard to gather a burden which, unless he beware; will be
like a millstone round his neck, to drag him down into the bottomless
abyss. It is recorded that" when the steamer Washington was burnt
to the water's edge, one of the passengers, on the first alarm of fire,
ran to his trunks, and took from it a large amount of gold and silver
coin, with which he loaded his pockets, ran to the deck, and jumped
overboard. As a natural result he sank beneath the waves immediately.
His treasure was his ruin." My brethren, we justly wonder at his folly
and condemn it. But is his an uncommon case? How many
thousands there are embarked for eternity, who, amidst shattered
hopes of the wreck of circumstances, with eager hand clutch the heavy
treasure, and rather than part with it to save themselves, they sink
with it as lead, in the ,mighty waters. Oh! what madness, what
·infatuation! Is it thus that poor fallen man can satisfy the cravings of
his immortal-spirit? Is it in wealth that he finds true happiness?
Ah,.no! You may see what a man has and then envy him, but if you
saw how little he enjoys it you would rather pity him. What folly in
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men who spend their lives in heaping up colossal piles of treasure,
which stand, at the end, like' the, pyramids in the Egyptian desert,
holding only the dust of once mighty kings! It is not what a man
takes up, but what he gives up, that makes him truly rich.
But now, having spoken of riches negatively, the riches that can
satisfy no man, and which he can never carry out of the world with
him, I will pass on to speak of the true riches, the everlasting riches,
the unsearchable riches of Christ.
We have seen that man feels a want of something which he does
not possess; we have seen, also, that he seeks in vain to satisfy his
wants in mere earthly 600ds, or in amassing earthly treasure. Let us
now, lastly, look at those riches which, when possessed, elevate a
creature from the depths of spiritual poverty, and are a truly satisfying
portion, both for this world and the next. And in how many ways
may we view the riches of Christ!
Look at the riches of His glory. That glory was ineffable; a
glory altogether His own; a glory equal to His Father's; which He
had with Him before the foundation of the world. A veil of flesh was
thrown over it while on earth, except that here and there, as on the
mount of transfiguration, His disciples caught glimpses of His divine and
majestic glory. And the riches of His future and eternal glory in
His everlasting kingdom, the mind canl10t conceive, much less can
language express. Look next at the riches of His wisdom. He is
both essentially and efficiently wise; He is wise in all He is, and wise
in all He does. Christ is the grand embodiment of that wisdom, which
was hid in God before the world began. In Him the wisdom of God's
everlasting purposes meets and centres. We see the riches of Christ's
wisdom in the great wonders perceptible in the worlds created by Him
and for Him. In wisdom has He made them all. What a wide and
deeply interesting field for profoundest meditation is spread before
us in the boundless universe. But vast as is the wisdom of Christ in
creation, that wisdom in all its riches is exhibited still more marvellously
in the plan of human redemption. Herein, Satan's purposes were
defeated. Herein the spoiler was spoiled. Christ, in human weakness
like another David, without sword or spear, with a simple sling and
stone, dealt a deadly wound to .the mighty and boastful tyrant; and
the very weapon, designed by this arch Goliath for the destruction of
the armies of the living God, is wrenched from his grasp and by Christ
wielded for his complete and everlasting destruction. And thus to
the principalities and powers in heavenly places shall be known, through
the Church of Christ, the manifold wisdom of God.
Look, again, at the ri<;hes of His love. It is an everlasting love,
an undying love, than which there cannot be a greater; it is a constraining love, like a fire that sets the soul on flame; like a mighty magnet,
that draws men from the love of sin. It is an unquenchable love;
for many waters cannot quench it, neither can great floods drown it.
It is an.unchangeable love; like God Himself it is the same yesterday,
to-day, and for ever. God rests in His love, and loves all His own until
the end.
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Arid yet again look at the riches of His grace. In the language of
the Bible that grace is described as great grace (Acts iv. 33), sovereign
grace (Rom. v. 21), rich grace (Eph. i. 7), exceeding grace (2 Cor. ix. 14),
manifold grace (1 Pet. iv. 10), all-sufficient grace (2 Cor. xii. 9), and
glorious grace (Eph. i. 6)~ Sinners are an election of grace (Rom. xi. 5),
are called by grace (Gal. i. 15), are justified by grace (Rom. iii. 24),
faith is the gift of grace (Acts xviii. 27), the forgiveness of sins is by
grace, by the riches of His grace (Eph. i. 8); yea, it is all grace from
first to last; for by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God (Eph. ii. 8; Acts xv. 11). And, my
dear brethren, all the riches of this grace are in Christ. That same
blessed Book tells us that Christ was full of grace (John i. 14), that
men wondered at His words of grace (Luke iv. 22), that law was given
by Moses, but that grace came by Christ (John i. 17), that this grace is
not only possessed by Christ, but also given by Him (1 Cor. i. 4), that
it is by grace that saved sinners are what they are.
From such Scriptural testimonies concerning Christ, we may form
some notion of the riches there are in Him. "In Him are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge." It pleased the Father that
in Him should all fulness dwell.' But our clearest and highest notions
of Christ's riches are very far below the reality; ior His riches are
unsearchable. The Greek word here translated " unsearchable," is
rendered "past finding out," in the Epistle to the Romans (xi.
33). It means, literally, untraceable. Whether you look at Christ's
glory, or at His wisdom, or at His love, or at His grace, or at any other
of the riches treasured up in Him, you will find depths unfathomable,
heights unattainable, lengths and breaths incomprehensible. What
can a small vessel contain of the ocean ~ Then, what can a finite mind
contain of the infinite ~ The riches of grace and mercy are unsearchable,
untraceable by the very highest intellect. The joy of Christ is a " joy
unspeakable," the peace He gives" passeth all understanding," "the
love of Christ passeth knowledge." "Oh the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His
judgments, and His ways past finding out." My dear Christian friends,
all these unsearchable riches are yours; for ye are Christ's and Christ
is God's. God may have blasted your earthly schemes of joy, and
visited you with disappointments and loss, but why has He done so ~
Because He loves you and has better things in store for you. All
created streams dry up, and there is canker in every coffer. These are
not your treasures; these cannot satisfy. Mount Zion in prospect
is far better than Mount Seir in possession. Poor as Lazarus you may
be here, but the wealthiest Crcesus will envy you hereafter. You are
the sons and daughters of the King of kings, sharing now the marvellous
riches of His grace, and very shortly to enjoy the riches of His eternal
glory.
But I turn to the worldly and unconverted present on this occasion.
In vain do you seek to satisfy your desires by pursuing some supposed
earthly good. Sin has robbed you of your happiness in God, and never
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can you be happy till you return to Him. And yet many of you will not.
Your choice reminds lire of an instance of folly recorded by a Roman
historian: "A bag of shining leather, filled· with pearls, fell into the
hands of a private soldier ;he carefully preserved the bag, but threw
away its contents." Such is men's conduct in spiritual things. They
mind the 'body and ;ts wants so much that they throw away their
souls like costly pearls for ever. They choose a glittering world,
but Christ, the pearl of great price; they madly cast away.
Cowper has well described the folly ofprefetring the trivial things
of time and sense to the things of ,God :" Opening the map of God's extensive plan,
We find a little isle, this life of man;
Eternity's unknown expanse appears
Circling around and limiting his years.
The busy race examine and explore
Each creek and cavern of the dangerous shore,
'With care collect what in their eyes excels,
Some shining pebbles, and some weeds and shells,
Thus laden, dream that they are rich and great,
And happiest he that groans beneath his weight.
, The, waves o'ertake them in their serious play,
And every hour sweeps I)J.ultitudes away;
They shriek and sink, survivors start and weep,
Pursue their sport, and follow to the deep."

Would that I could persuade you to leave such a busy and foolish
throng, that so you might "with lifted eyes ask wealth of heaven. and
gain a prize." Oh, the unsearchable riches of Christ
Here is
happiness! This is the central point of bliss. Your souls are rich,
possessed of this; Be this all you ask, 'tisall you need, without it
you are poor indeed.
Recently Mr. CORNALL was called to experience a severe loss by the
home-call of his devoted wife who" in' the' parish and the home, was
indeed' a true help-meet. In his daughter, Dr. Annie Cornall, whose
medical mission work in India, under the auspices of the Church
Missionary SoCiety, are well known, he finds affectionate. Christian
solace in his declining years. We wish our beloved brother grace,
mercy, al1d peace, unto the end.
.
'
THE EDITOR.

HOPE,' either in heaven or hell, will be equally' unknown. In the
one place, the absence of it will be felicity; in the other, that absence
will constitute its misery. In heaven there will be nothing to hope
for; all, and abundantly more than all we could hope for, will be there
realized: while in hell, could a ray of hope once enter, it would light
up that dreary abode, and cause comparative happiness.
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FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
By

THE .LATE DEAN LAW,

M.A.

THE NEED.

" To the Lord our C;a, belong mercies and torgivenesses, though we
have rebelled against Him."-DAN. ix. 9.
SUCH is the utterance of prophetic lips. Daniel here speaks, wrestling
with God, and valiantly refusing a repulse. The words sparkle as a
bright gem in his diadem of prayer. Their testimony has this exceeding
value: in brief space they reveal our God as glorious in mercies and
forgivenesses, and show in terrible contrast the rebel character of
man. Thus the blessing of blessings-the essence of the glorious
. Gospel of our God~the forgiveness of sins appears in bold relief.
It is superfluous to state that the proclamation is not limited to
supplicating Daniel: it pervades the book of Revelation as fragrance
the sweetest garden. Echoing texts reverberate the note that our
God is "ready to pardon.'" Witness the answer when Moses prayed,
" Show me Thy glory." The glories of His name resound; but the
bright chain was incomplete without the link, "forgiving iniquity,
and transgression, and sin " (Ex. xxxiv. 7).
Thus the ambassadors of Christ repeat the call, "Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and
to our God, for He will abundantly pardon" (Isa. Iv. 7). And again,
"Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that through
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all
that believe are justified from all, things, from which ye could not
be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts xiii. 38, 39).
Our sublime services, too, insert this truth in a most touching
prayer: "0 God, whose nature and property is ever to have mercy
and to forgive, receive our humble petitions." And worshippers
are taught individually to profess, " I believe in the forgiveness of sins.'
It is not irrelevant here to state that the noble Reformer of Germany
was fast bound in the dungeons of doubts and fears, sinking in the
mire of despondency, and stumbling in the deepest gloom of darkness,
when an experienced friend reminded him of this frequent avowal.
Then light and peace enlivened his soul, and he went forth rejoicing
and achieving wonders. He found God in Christ and triumphed in
the strength of recognized forgiveness.
To this grand subject attention is now invited. May our forgiving
God, by His enlightening Spirit, suggest each thought, supply each
word, and grant a blessing according to His gracious will !
To estimate forgiveness rightly, its need must be- distinctly seen.
It will be poorly prized, unless its- value be weighed in balances of
truth. It will not besought, as surpassing all worlds in worth, until
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there be adequate knowledge of the miseries which it averts,
the wounds which it heals, the joy which it kindles, the
wrath which it quenches, the rescue which it achieves, the depths
from which it raises, the heights to which it exalts. When sickness
comes, a remedy is valued: shelter is entered, when storms impend.
What, then, is forgiveness as appertaining unto sin? What is the
blessing implored in the petition, "Forgive us our trespasses"?
It is remission of due penalties, the obliteration of incurred guilt,
the withdrawal of just displeasure, the blotting out of accusing handwriting, the burying all offences in oblivion, the hushing of the loud
thunder of the law, the cancelling of its tremendous curse, the consigning to a sheath the sword of justice. It is the frown of J ehovah
softening into eternal smiles. It encounters sin, and strips it of its
destroying power.
Hence evidently forgiveness implies that sin has preceded. It can
only effect its wonders in the element of transgression; there must
be sin before there can be remission. Where no offence exists, no
pardon can be needed; they cannot be restored whose feet are always
in right paths.
Thus we reach the fundamental position that sin gives occasion
for forgiveness. Sin is the need which calls for its intervention. Let
then this monster now be boldly faced; let its hideous features be
narrowly scrutinized; let it be stripped of its deceiving mask; let
the cheating tinsel disappear; let it be viewed in its naked deformity;
let its essence, and character, and work, and guilt, be traced unsparingly.
1. Sin's essence. What constitutes its character? No unanswerable
question is here asked as to the parent of its birth; here is no search
into its originating cause. The simple inquiry is, Where is its sphere
of work, and what is its distinctive nature? Supreme authority
replies. Scripture states in terms intelligible and incontrovertible,
" Sin is the transgression of the law" (1 John iii. 4). Violation then
of God's holy rule introduces sin; it breathes in the province of
transgression.
God, as supreme in all His universe, fixes His mode of government.
Accordingly He issues His commands; if these be outraged, the
outrage is sin. Its essence is disobedience to God's law.
This essence appeals in frightful enormity, when the purport of
this law is viewed. The sum of its requirements is worthy of the
great Lawgiver. In divine simplicity it only requires Love. Its
statue book enforces Love. It demands that the heart should beat in
one pulse; the affections flow in one channel; the will be bound by
one fetter; the desires burn in one flame; the actions move in one
path-Love. The whole inward man must be bright in one complexion-Love. Any deviation from this course constitutes sin.
This sublimity brightly shows the origin of the law to be divine.
As a mirror it reflects Jehovah's excellence; it is the transcript of
His glorious being; it is holiness on its highest throne; it is purity
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in its loveliest form; it is perfection without one alloy. How abominable
then is that principle which hates and resists such code, and strives
to crush it beneath insulting steps! How incontrovertible is the
position that they need forgiveness who fight against God under the
banners of this monster !
It follows that the need of forgiveness is universal, for sin exercises
et sway co-extensive with all h~man life. It grasps each mother's
son in its vile arms, and stays not its assaults while time endures. It
moves with the mind's first movement: in the cradle it begins to
stir. It grows with man's growth; it walks beside him in his every
path; it adheres as the very skin, and lingers in each dying chamber.
There is no lofty dwelling and no lowly hut which it frequents not.
There is no period of day or night which can repel its step. It is an
universal and life-long plague; for where is the man whose career
is not continual deviation from the rule of -love ~ Hence the need of
forgiveness of sins is world-wide. Hence is the preciousness of the
testimony, "To the Lord our God belong mercies, " in the plural;
" and forgivenesses, " in the cumulative, "though we have rebelled
against Him."
H. This need becomes more apparent, as advance is made from
sin's essence to some of its developments. Here it appears a manyheaded hydra, a fiend of various forms. Its outbreak towards God
towards the soul within, towards the world around, betray it.
1. Let diverse instances show its conduct towards God. Its feeling
may be thus classed.
Alienation. Whatever departs from God's rule departs from Himself.
Contrariety to His law separates from His mind. Disinclination to
His will moves altogether in an adverse course. It flees His face: it
establishes an opposing interest. Far as the east is from the west, so
far it is estranged from all that is divine. Sin is such alienation.
They who are its slaves need to be forgiven,' before they can see God's
face and live.
Hatred. "The carnal mind "-and every mind is such in which
the Spirit dwells not-" is enmity against God: for it is not subject
to the law of God, neither indeed can be " (Rom. viii. 7). By nature's
instinct the secret chambers of imagination swarm with thoughts
tainted with dislike of God, His name, His nature, His perfections,
His cause, His people, His Word, His sceptre, His kingdom, His
Christ. Sin has strong inclinations, and they all are arrayed against
His righteous ways. It has ungodly bias towards the abominable
things which God hates. Surely the victims of this passion need to
be forgiven,· before they can be one with God.
Contempt. With haughty look it sneers at sacred precepts. It
scorns them as weak precision. It spurns the restrictions of godly
walk as derogatory to man's liberty.. In the swellings of pride it
tramples on the barriers which heaven has erected. Except forgiveness
comes, the issue is tremendous woe.
Defiance. It raises an insulting head. It braves displeasure.
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It ridicules all penal consequences. It mocks at the thunderbolt
of threatened wrath. It regards ~he right hand of the Lord as impotent
to strike. It boldly asks, " Whois the Lord that I should serve Him ?"
Unless forgiveness intervenes what will be the doom!
Rebellion. It shivers the yolk. It breaks restraining bands.
It ignores submission. It boasts, "We will not have this Man to
reign over us." If power were equal to the will, it would invade the
heaven of heavens, and hurl God from His throne. If forgiveness
lingers, how terrible must be the end!
Treason. It enters into conspiracy with all heaven's foes. It
joins hands with every adversary. It combines with all dark plots.
It betrays the citadel of God's government. It opens the portals
to admit all traitors. Without forgiveness, vengeance will be sure
and just.
Robbery. God, as Sovereign, has a right to exact obedience. Sin
defrauds Him of this due. It refuses payment of just demands. It
withholds the allegiance of rightful service. It wantonly misuses
every talent entrusted to its care. If not forgiven, how can it escape?
Such, and many more, are the developments of sin in reference to
God. Thus the position is established, that vast is the need of vast
forgiveness. How enchanting, now, .is the sweetness of the words,
" To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we
have rebelled against Him! "
2. The picture darkens when the developments of sin in reference
to the soul are seen. It changes this garden of the Lord into a waste,
howling wilderness. Fragrant flowers cease to bloom: thorns and
briers usurp their place. It dims the noblest jewel of God's creation.
It tears away its robe of righteousness, and casts it fo' th to face the
world naked, impoverished, impotent-without one sheltering ragwith no possession but ignominious shame. It weakens every
spiritual faculty. It so blind!?, that the eye sees as through a glass,
most darkly. It so impairs the ear, that the voice of truth is not
discerned. It cripples every energy. The feet are powerless to climb
the upward path of life. It infuses moral leprosy. It renders earth
a spiritual charnel-house: men live the tabernacles of dead souls.
Behold this fair vessel a wreck on evil's rocl"Y coast, and then ponder
the work of sin! Will not the cry ascend, What need of forgiveness
for. such wrong! Will not the tidings be prized, "To the Lord our
God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled
.against Him ! "
3. The case assumes more frightful hue when sin's inroads on the
world around is added. Doubtless sin is inborn. It is an hereditary
disease: the seeds of every. evil are innate in ~ach heart. Unaided
by contagion it would universally exist; but yet by contact, influence,
.example, it multiplies, and becomes more rampant. A spark from
without kindles the dry stubble: bad men wax worse by bad fellowship.
As Christ's disciples never move toward heaven alone, so evil beckons
and decoys a multitude. Sin isa ready teacher, and has ready pupils.
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Let it be repeated, that each natural hel!>rt is from. the cradle a hive
of sin; but through evil ~uggestions and evil associations, evil broods
swarm abroad on quicker wing. Tempted Eve becomes. a tempter.
Of Achan we read, "-that man perished not alone in his iniquity ':
(Josh. xxii. 20). Jeroboam the son of Nebat is branded, as the man
"who made Israel to sin." Hence reproaches will embitter the
miseries of the lost. Children will·loathe misleading parents; companion will revile companion, as the first to lure to headlong fall.
When sin is contemplated running its infectious course-sowing
broadcast the seeds of woe-ruining individuals, nations, generationsspreading a fatal plague-it cannot be denied that its course is
ruinous. Perilous. is the condition of man infected by it. Forgive,
nessmust come, or sure consequences ensue.
Wherefore is this .dark picture. thus exhibited? There is no intent
to leave any trembling, dismayed, cast down, fast-bound in shackles
of despair. The true desire is to show in lovelier form the Gospel's
smile; and to win readier acceptance for the tiding!!, "To the Lord
our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled
against. Him ! "
Let it be repeated, that none can claim exemption from sin's grasp!
" All we like sheep have gone astray," "If we say that we have no
sin we deceive ourselves." Sin's vile brand is upon all: but to all
the Gospel comes, with cheering voice. It sweetly proclaims, the
case is not hopeless: to perish is not inevitable: deliverance is
provided: remedy is at hand: res~ue opens large hands. God extends
a cup overflowing with forgiveriesses. A way is opened, in which,
without infringement of any holy attribute, He can pardon, restore
to favour, and remit sin's curse. Full, free; complete, everlasting
forgivenesses have· come forth from the courts of heaven. They
stand ready to spread their saving mantle round the sons of men.
Who will not bless God for His- revealed and unalterable property:
" To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we
have rebelled against Him." Let no one rest until he can say, "I
acknowledged my sin unto Thee, a,nd mine iniquity have I not hid.
I said, I will confess my _transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin " (Ps. xxxii. 5).
To the forgiveness of sins attention now reverts. The subject
justly claims large share of pious thought. This mercy showers saving
blessings from its wings; it -blots out transgression and hides all
iniquity in its sheltering arms. Hence no words can fully tell its
worth.
Angels may gaze and marvel, but they have no experience of its
joys; for none of that pure company exult in pardon. It is the heartfelt property of the redeemed. It will be the hymn of heaven; but
its first notes must be learned on earth. To learn it weJl, there mlll;lt
be commencement in the rudimental volume of· its need. Portions
of this dark book have been perused: sin's essence and its main
developments ha:ve passed in review; and at frequent pauses the
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awful need was solemnly deduced. This need is prelude to the tidings:
" To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we
have rebelled against Him."
The subject pursued leads to (1) sin's guilt; (2) sin's final doom.
I. Sin's guilt. Guilt is that property of sin which links it to God's
wrath. It constitutes its criminality, and forbids immunity. That
sin has this property is clear: it stands confessedly a convict. It is
undeniably a transgressor of the law of heaven. It cannot plead
that it is guiltless; therefore avowedly it merits punishment.
Thus in reference to God it has been proved to be alienation,
hatred, contempt, defiance, robbery, treason, rebellion. Can such
be its guilty state: can it evidently work havoc throughout ~ll creation,
and shall God sit indifferent, as though He saw no evil ~ The very
thought strips Him of the glories of His holiness, and mispersonates
Him as erecting a platform on which sin shall have free scope to act
rebellion, and then be spared as innocent. Holiness ceases to be
holy, except it inflict on sin the penalties of its guilt. Righteousness
is no more righteous, if it withholds the righteous condemnation.
Truth lies low in ignominious shame, if the words be not fulfilled,
" The wages of sin is. death" (Rom. vi. 23). " Cursed is everyone
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the
law to do them" (Gal. iii. 10). The arm of Omnipotence is a broken
reed, if it wield no sword to vindicate the honour and the majesty
of God's kingdom. Thus the guilty cannot be screened as guiltless.
Doubtless God is rich in mercy: His mercy endureth for ever:
His mercy reacheth unto the heavens. "To the Lord our God belong
mercies." If compassion were not a bright beam in heaven, there
could be no remission of offence, no substitutional offering, no transfer
of guilt to a Surety, no Gospel, no Christ, no cross, no reconciling
blood.
But mercy cannot annihilate the attributes which sit as compeers
on the glorious throne. It lives co-equal with them. Its delight is
to exalt, to magnify, to glorify them. Patience may wait long until
settled purposes are fully ripe; forbearance may forbear, until the
cup of wrath at last overflows; long-suffering may endure, until
the extremest limit be attained; but their honour must be maintained,
and guilt not screened in Christ must encounter the just woe. The
interceding voice, "Let it alone," at last will cease. God can by no
means clear the guilty. Guilt then must receive its penal wages,
unless some scheme be found to intercept the terrible result. Who
now can fail to feel that the guilty sinner needs mercies and forgivenesses ~
Let the page of experience be next read. It is written throughout
with testimony that tremendous indications of divine displeasure
pursue guilt. Amid sweet rays of mercy striving to' break forth,
big drops of wrath often descend. The present aspect of earth is
mournfully significant: the whole creation groans and travails
together. What is inscribed on all the tears and travail ~ These

The Gasper Magazine.

49

dark evidences proclaim that sin has polluted earth, and that guilt is
the concomitant of sin, and that penalty adheres to guilt.
Tears and sighs and anguish j.n multiform misery tell what sin has
brought into this earth: sufferings and agony point to their prolific
parent. Mourners ever mourning, the afflicted ever wailing, the
bereaved ever disconsolate, sickness ever weakening, pains ever
torturing, death ever doing its relentless work, graves insatiable,
loudly tell that God has a controversy with earth. Thus the wide
spread of misery proves that the guilt of sin awakens just displeasure.
Mark, next; the terrors of conscience when aroused from apathetic
slumber by the Spirit. See the man awakened to the real perils of a
guilty state. He is brought into a new world, where all is dismay.
He perceives that his feet totter on the brink of a terrific precipice.
He sees an abyss yawning in his path. He trembles, lest the next
step may plunge him into bottomless perdition. He looks back, and
shudders at his past career: he looks above; the sight is blackness
of darkness: he looks onward, and hopelessness affrights him. All
within stirs up remorse: all around is terror. The past cannot be
recalled: the present must move onward: the future cannot be
escaped.
In what mirror are these terrors seen? Surely in the mirror of
sin's guilt. Conscience, in the Spirit's light, convicts of sin. Guilt
is its inseparable companion: vengeance from heaven closely follows.
The awakened conscience knows this and quakes.
Annals of the past confirm this statement: they exhibit terrific
outbreaks of divine wrath. Let the old world tell its awful tale.
Its wickedness exceeded all that is denounced as wicked: its trespass
grew up unto the heavens. Enormity of evil cried aloud, and enormity
of vengeance slumbered not. God opened the sluices above, and called
the waters from their lowest caverns; billows upon billows swelled;
one vast flood cleared the polluted earth, with the exception of one
family. Each drop of that overwhelming deluge proves that sinful
earth is guilty earth: and guilty earth cannot but call down
wrath.
Let another instance lend corroborating aid. Omitting the cities
of the plain-a smoking furnace, a flood of flame-let the miseries
of Jerusalem in her final siege be pondered. Where can horrors be
found like unto those horrors? The sword, the pestilence, the famine,
the fire, the signs in the heavens, the wails of earth, surpassed all
former portents. Vengeance sharpened its every fang to mangle and
to torture. Jerusalem drank a brimful cup, and drank it to the very
dregs. Whence comes this unparelleled anguish? Sin stands out
as the guilty cause. Enormous guilt brought down enormous wrath.
Here let a shuddering glance look inwal'd. Is not every child of
deeply immersed in guilt? "All we like sheep have gone astray,
we have turned everyone to his own way" (Isa. liii. 6). "All have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. iii. 23). How then
shall the guilty escape, if no forgiveness hold back the arm of wrath t
4
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How precious now are the tidings: ~'To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him."
Thus far the guilt of sin has been viewed, as exhibited in time, and
as endured on the little space of this passing scene. But sin's results
end not with earth's brief moment. Here is only the opening of the
sluice: the strea~ flows onward into the ocean of eternity, and there
the billows find no shore, no bottom.
It requires no small effort to proceed; but to pause here would
leave the subject on the threshold of its magnitude. Progress must
be made: time's flimsy veil must be withdrawn; realities beyond
must be distinctly faced.
H. Sin's final doom now meets us. Scripture abounds in warnings
their plainness is only equalled by their awe; their terrors are all
faithfulness and truth. They speak loudly that men may ponder
and escape. Blessed be the Holy Spirit for this arresting voice!
He uncloaks the approaching day of the revelation of the righteous
judgment of God: "when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power"
(2 Thess. i. 7-9). Indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish,
are denounced on every soul of man that doeth evil (Rom. ii. 8, 9).
There is no negative in this catalogue of woes. It is the aggregate
of every form of positive endurance. Who can gaze with firm eye on
the pictures of the Apocalypse. But they are pourtrayed for our
admonition. Behold! He who is announced as the Word of God
appears treading "the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God" (Rev. xix. 15). Here the omnipotence of God is
exhibited not only mighty in wrath, but fierce in wrath, infuriate to
execute vengeance. What must that vengeance be!
Tremendous terms exhaust the powers of imagination. The voice
thunders, "Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels." Again the sound is heard of " blackness
of darkness for ever; " " weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth; "
"the worm that dieth not, the fire that is not quenched." No drop
of water cools the parched tongue, and these torments are to endure
for ever and for ever. No hope of deliverance sustains the lost. No
respite ever relieves. Intermission never brings a momentary ease.
No glimpse of dawn gives prospect of a better day. What was still
is,and ever shall be. It is all pain without release, all misery for
everlasting ages. It is the woe of an eternal night.
Such is the endless end of sin. Such are the penalties to which
its guilt is righteously amenable. Such is its sure condemnation.
This picture is no fable; no fiction; no hyperbole. No colour is
inscribed too darkly. These are the true sayings of Him who is the
Truth. But pictures, however vivid, fail to give exact idea. The
painted flame shows not the sting and biting pungency of fire. They
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know little of the angry ocean's swell-of the agonies of a wrecked
crew-of the strength of an infuriate lion-of the devastation of the
volcano, who only sees these images portrayed on canvas. As heaven
to be really known must be attained, so sin's wages must be received
before the fruit of its guilt can be conceived.
It will be happy if through this dreary passage a glorious prospect
is attained.. It will be so to all who now clasp to grateful hearts the
good news: "To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses,
though we have rebelled against Him." Let then the reviving truth
now have free course and be glorified. A remedy is provided. A
refuge is erected. A fortress of escape is near. A rescue is at the
door. "God is in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them" (2 Cor. v. 19). Christ comes
to the blessed work in obedience to the heavenly call, and the dictates
of His love. He vicariously endures all these penalties. Hence
"repentance and remission of sins are preached in His name among
all nations."
Let the tidings be devoutly prized, "Christ has suffered the just
for the unjust." In Him all manner of sin is forgiven to the children
of men. This forgiveness of sins is the corner stone and glory of His
GospeL Gaining validity through Christ's blood, it remits all penalties
to the believer, abrogates all demands. relaxes all bonds, cancels all
debts, blots out every accusing charge, silences all threats, blunts every
weapon of wrath, extracts the sting of vengeance, averts all miseries,
removes all apprehensions, opens the prison doors, loosens all chains,
closes hell, makes a straight path to heaven, and crowns an innumerable
multitude with blessings of celestial favour.
Let men be wise to seek in an accepted time this inestimable gift.
Let them, the Spirit helping, secure this prize, and turn not from the
Father of all mercies, heaping on Christ the outpourings of His wrath,
that He may heap infinities of bliss and glory on pardoned guilt.
Let not the only hope be slighted. It shines in Christ and in Christ
alone. He is the treasure-house in which forgiveness is stored. Let
not the multitude, or magnitude, or heinousrress of transgressions
deter. "A fountain is opened for all sin and uncleanness." They
who cast themselves therein are whiter than the whitest snow. Their
blessed experience may truly testify, "To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him."
" There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1).

As the works of Christ were miraculous, so the words of Christ were
mysterious; they were such a depth which none could sound, but
those whom God had furnished with the plummet of an enlightened
understanding. Before anyone can peruse the Scriptures to profit,
the Lamb of God must open the seven seals.-W. Seeker.

52

The Gospel Magazine.

1JtUtf£ltant lJ3eacon.
NATIONAL INDIFFERENTISM AND ITS PENALTY.
" AND he said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Because thou hast let
go out of thine hand a man whom I appointed to utter destruction,
therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for his people"
(1 Kings xx. 42). Our honoured old English divines frequently
surprise and delight their readers with the aptitude of their illustrations
of the truths they enforce. Doubtless the Holy Ghost, who is a Spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of the things of Christ,
designed a wealth of illustration of the doctrines of grace throughout
Old Testament narratives.
It is very beautiful, very comely, very glorious. When attended
in the soul of the patient, prayerful reader, with the sacred power and
gracious influences of the Holy Spirit, it causes a generous glow and
flow of gratitude, love, and praise, to spring up in the heart. Oh,
how great is His goodness, how great is His beauty; corn shall make
the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.
Some have applied the incident of the text to matters of eternal
salvation, and have warned sinners that in being busy here and there
with temporal things, they let go matters of infinitely greater importance, which is so far solemn truth. But when they add that as a consequence of their indifference and neglect they have forfeited their eternal
salvation, they press it too far, and have got upon boggy ground in
divinity, and that because the salvation of God is not a thing dependent
upon the will of man, otherwise it would be of him that willeth and
of him that runneth, and not of God that showeth mercy, which
Scripture affirms it to be from first to last.
And indeed, where Jehovah has been pleased in a way of sovereignty
and free grace to show mercy to a poor sinner, that very grace
will deliver him from all indifference in the things of God. It will
set him with all diligence to make his calling and his election sure.
Such an application of this portion is, moreover, contradictory and
absurd.
Others have made use of this Scripture parable to signify the rapid
flight of time and the necessity of seizing and holding it fast in the way
Solomon exhorts: "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might, for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom,
in the grave whither thou goest." And we might say, would that
the deal' people of God were more alive to this and to the divine
exhortation, "The night is far spent, the day is at hand," so that we
might be sober and watch unto prayer.
But we think it possibly agreeable to Scripture to trace in the words
of the text a closer application and that in regard to matters of great
importance and responsibility to us as a nation and people. As such
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we have, from the -God of truth, the Governor among the nations,
received much, and so of us much shall be required.
1. Here is a man spoken of whom God hath appointed to utter
destruction.
2. In what sense had we as a nation a charge concerning him not
to let him go ?
3. How may we understand the threatened penalty?
First.-Who, then, is this man whom God hath appointed to utter
destruction ?
Spiritually considered, not the new man who is created in righteousness and true holiness. Not the new creature such as that man is
who is in Christ Jesus, for he is one unto whom Christ hath given
eternal life, and he never shall perish nor be destroyed. Of all such
it is affirmed Godhath not appointed us to wrath but to obtain
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ; such
"Souls tha,t into Christ believe
Quickened by vita,l fa,ith,
Eterna,l life a,t once receive
And never sha,ll see dea,th."-Ha,·t.

In everyone such, born from above, is the old man who is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts of his fallen nature, and this old man
" is crucified with him that the body of death might be destroyed."
And so, as David said truly, "the man that hath done this thing shall
surely die." Blessed be God for this, even should he be delivered up
to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus. Now, this old man we are commanded
to let go, i.e., put off, mortify, and crucify. Although all these thnigs
are true of this man, the sin that dwelleth in us, and its appointed
destruction by God to the infinite relief and delight of all His saints,
he is not the man we are aiming at. Who is he, then? Why, the
Man of Sin, spoken of by God, for he is pre-eminently a man whom
God hath appointed-not to reformation, but to utter destruction.
The Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, has given to the Church of
God such clearly defined features of him, that it is impossible to
mistake him. Here is a man who forbids to marry, i.e., none of his
priests must be married men (1 Tim. iv. 3). That is he. Here is a
man who commands all in whose ·unenlightened consciences he rules
to abstain from certain meats on certain days. That is he. Here is
the Man of Sin we are speaking of opposing God in His Word, both in
the precepts of the holy law and in the doctrines of the blessed
Gospel. That is he. (2 Thess.-ii. 3, 4). Here is a mystery of iniquity
in active opposition unto the great mystery of godliness (v. 7). That
is he. Here is one so destitute of righteousness, truth, and true
holiness as to be called" that Wicked" (v. 8). That is he. "Whom the
Lord shall consume with the Spirit of His mouth and shall destroy
with the brightness of His coming."
It ~s to be lamented that many of our judges to-day come so far
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short of the ability of Lord Bacon, so that when they see this Man
of Sin in ways peculiar to him, they cannot discern and say, "Thou
art the man."
Second.-In what sense had we, as a nation, a charge concerning
this Man not to let him go ~
Many nations have been deceived by the Dragon who gave this
Man his seat, his power, and his great authority in consciences of
spiritually ignorant men, to set him up, hold him fast, by establishing
the Popish religion, and endowing it out of their national exchequer.
But not in this way do we now regard this charge, but the contrary.
For having been engaged in a battle with him, in a life and death
struggle with him for supremacy, at the time of the glorious and
blessed Reformation, we have overcome him and taken him a prisoner,
taken him red-handed with the blood of the saints and martyrs of
Jesus, and in and by the sagacious far-seeing wisdom of the eminently
learned and godly men of that day, we bound him fast, now no longer
a lord and master, but a felon and a prisoner, we held him so fast in
the bonds of necessary Protestant legislation, and moreover we kept
such a watchful eye upon him that get away and escape he could not
and did not.
But as time rolled on we began to be busy here and there seeking
great things in a way of the acquisition of fresh territory and other
affairs, and so began to relax our watchfulness of the movements
of the Man of Sin. Like Israel of old, we sang God's praises, and like.
them also we forgot His works and His wonders of Reformation days.
And so one loosed one bond that bound him here, and another there,
until to-day he has in his image taken himself off.
"From the Bishop of Rome, and all his detestable enormities,
good Lord deliver us." Who' removed this band from our public
services of the sanctuary ~ And what was England busy with here
and there that the hand that did it was not arrested in the act ~
And how comes it to pass to-day that we do not find our bishops and
clergy joining with the people of the realm in the public petition 1-" We
yield thee our unfeigned thanks and praise for the wonderful and
mighty delivenl,nce of our gracious Sovereign, King J ames the First,
the Queen and Prince, and all the Royal branches, with the Nobility,
Clergy, and Commons of England then assembled in Parliament,
by Popish treachery appointed as sheep to the slaughter, in a most
barbarous and savage manner beyond the examples of former ages.
From this unnatural conspiracy, not our merit, but Thy mercy, not
our foresight, but Thy providence delivered us. And therefore not
unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name be ascribed all
honour and glory, in all churches of the saints, from generation to
generation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."
Third.-How may we view the threatened penalty ~-" Thy life
shall go for his life, and thy people for his people."
Are not God's judgments upon us as a nation to-day in this very thing?
Is there not a decline in the life of our national Protestantism ~ And
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is there not a life and a vigour infused into our adversaries, the
Papists, a.nd all who aid and abet them? Behold we not to-day the
wild beast, the Man of Sin, whose final utter destruction is appointed of
God, livihg and active in our .midst, which at the Reformation had such
a wound by the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God? Thy
life, 0 indifferent nation, shall dwindle, his revive. Thy truth, which
was thy glory, shall be much obscured, and his errors, craft, tyranny,
and godless ways shall, like an overflowing scourge, come in and
abound among you. Thy people shall have to give place in the high
places of the nation in posts of honour and influence both in Church
and State to his people, who by J esuitical influence shall capture
themj and thy distinctive Protestantism shall disqualify thy people,
and his people, or mere nominal Protestants prepared to do Rome
a turn, be preferred. The ways of Zion shall mourn, and the wicked
shall walk on every side, when this vilest of men, the Man of Sin, is
exalted.
How far this Old Testament parable is true of us as a nation and
people to-day, as we have endeavoured to trace and apply it, let those
judge and discern unto whom God has given a heart to sigh and to
cry for the abominations that are done in the land.
G. A.
Birkenhead.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE return to England, from Japan, of Sir Michael Hicks-Beach,
the Chairman of the Royal Commission on Church Disorders, is facilitating the.formulation of the Report, but its presentation is a matter
of uncertainty. It is very doubtful that it will be forthcoming before
Easter. ,]he General Election this month makes it impossible to
forecast what Party will then be in power, and on that issue the question
of legislation upon the recommendations of the Royal Commissioners
very largely depends.--We sincerely regret the termination last
month of the production of our sound and faithful monthly contemporary The liospel Advocate, conducted with marked ability by the
Rev. A. J .. Baxter for nearly forty years.-,-A new weekly paper,
bearing the title of The Layman (price 3d.), has just been started.
Its theology is very "broad," and the worldly element in its pages
inspires small hope that the new organ will prove of substantial service
to the causelof spiritual Protestantism.--.We note with sincere regret
the followillg paragraphs which recently appeared in the English
Churchman on the subject of a possible matrimonial alliance between
the Roman Catholic King of Spain and the daughter of Princess Henry
of Battenberg. Should the rumoured union between the Protestant
Royal Familv of England and the bigoted Roman Catholic Sovereign
of degradedfrspain take place-which may God avert !-it would be
a victory fo .the Papal cause in this. country, and would place on the
page of hist .ry a definite new departure from the letter ana spirit of
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the Reformation Settlement. The Divine blessing could not possibly
rest on such an alliance with the idolatrous, persecuting Church of
Rome. The blood-stained memories of the Spanish Inquisition would
be condoned by the Court of England were this marriage to take place.
Our Protestant contemporary (December 7th) with outspoken faithfulness says :-" Some Protestants have been much perturbed durin~ the
past week with regard to the announcement made by certain London
papers, notably the Standard and the Daily Chronicle, that Princess
Ena of Battenberg is to be the wife of the King of Spain. The Daily
Telegraph published a statement that the announcement was made
'without authority,' but no absolute denial of its truth has yet been
forthcoming. The Daily Chronicle, which had given portraits of
the couple on Friday, published a letter on Tuesday from its Rome
correspondent, that' an important reason why the official announcement of King Alfonso's contemplated union with Princess Victoria of
Battenberg is still withheld will be found in the attitude of the Vatican
towards what might possibly involve a mixed marriage. The Pope
has been informed that the young Monarch's choice, though nominally
a Protestant, has, nevertheless, private leanings towards Roman
Catholicism quite apart from her matrimonial projects, and is sincerely
desirous of embracing the ancient faith. . . . When the engagement
shall be officially divulged it may be accepted as a certainty that the
Vatican has received a positive first-hand written assurance of Princess
Victoria's resolve to join the Roman Communion.' The Evening
Standard of Friday last, in an article on this subject, said: 'It was
recently stated that the Princess, who is eighteen years of age-one
year younger than the King-has for some time been taking i'lstruction
from a Carmelite monk in London in the Roman Catholic religion, to
prepare her for her future position. The greatest possible mterest in
her future has been taken by her god-mother, the Empress Eugenie,
who is herself of Spanish origin.' One of the Madrid papers is said to
have organized a plebiscite as to the most popular consort for the
King, and the result was that Princess Ena (called sometimes Princess
Victoria) led by 30,000 votes, Princess Victoria of Connaught coming
next with 21,000, while a long way behind came Princess Lomse of
Orleans, with only 3,000 votes. The Evening Standtrd, in an
editorial, remarks, that 'all Britons will rejoice in King Alfonso's
choice.' Assuming for the moment that there is truth in the rumour,
no sound Protestant can read the statement recorded ~bove with
regard to the Princess's change of her religion without feelmgs of pain
and humiliation. In the letter from Rome to the Daibj Chronicle,
from which we have already quoted, we find this paragmph: 'The
recent protest of the Spanish hierarchy against the permission to erect
a non-Catholic place of worship in Madrid, a protest against liberty of
conscience in which King Alfonso explicitly acquiesced, tffords some
insight into the profound sectarian intolerance whicl even now
animates the policy of the Spanish clericalism.' Only last May, in
connection with the opening of the Colonial and Continmtal Church
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Society's church at Barcelona, a clerical journal published in that
town wrote that we pray to St. Joseph 'that through his e:flici~nt
and powerful intercession, we may obtain from the Saviour the blessing
that the cursed Protestant church in Rosellon Street, the opening of
which is announced for the 7th inst., may never prosper, nor any other
temple of this infernal faith. With all our hearts we protest against
the opening of this English church, and pray to Almighty God that
fire may descend from heaven to destroy this cursed work, and bury
it in hell, from which it proceeded.' This publication has been blessed
by the Pope. Presumably the King of Spain is in sympathy with
it too."

"THE SEA IS HIS."
" THE sea is His, and He made it." These words of the Psalmist's are
true both literally and spiritually. For, in Holy Scripture the watery
deep, with its billows and storms, is often emblematical of affliction
and trouble. Thus-" I am come into deep waters, where the' flo.ods
overflow me.''' And there is peculiar fitness in the choice of the
imagery. For, like the ever-changing, restless sea, the life of the people
of God is one of fluctuation, never continuing long in one stay. " Many
are the afflictions of 'the righteous.''' To the favoured objects of
God's love" plenteousness of tears" is appointed, for whom He loves
He chastens and rebukes in a way of discipline, for their profit, and
that they may be partakers of His holiness. Great indeed are the
compensations of His grace. Those who" do business in great waters,
see the works of the Lord, and His wonders in' the deep." Their
deliverances are often very marvellous, so that they can experimentally
tell to others the acts of His- faithfulness, loving kindness, and power.
The Apostle Paul, one of the most tried and afflicted of the saints of
God who ever lived, thus writes to his troubled brethren at Corinth" But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not
trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: Who delivered
us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in Whom we trust that He
will yet deliver us."
None can speak so praisefully of the saving hand of the Lord as he
who, ready to perish and beyond all human hope, has been rescued by
the stretched-out arm of his heavenly Father's omnipotence and
infinite mercy. It is in the deep waters of tribulation that many of the
most instructive of all spiritual lessons are learned. " It is good for
me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn Thy statutes,"
wrote the Psalmist-a testimony which the Church of God has borne
all through subsequent ages. The second chapter of the Book of the
prophet J onah contains much affecting and helpful evidence showing
that it is when the Lord's people are swallowed up in the watery abyss
of tribulation that faith is called into the most lively exercise, and

58

The Gospel Magazine.

achieves 'its greatest victories. "For Than hadst cast me into the
deep, in the midst of the seas, and the floods compassed me about:
all Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me, Then I said, I am
cast out of Thy sight; yet I will look again toward Thy holy Temple."
The overwhelmed Prophet looked "again" unto Him Who sitteth
above the flood, Whose the sea is and the billows are, and he was
brought up from the waters which not only surrounded him but which
had also" come in unto his souL" The Lord heard his sigh and his
cry" out of the belly of hell," and" raised him from among the dead."
No circumstances in ihetroubled sea of the believer's lot are beyond
the reach of the controlling power 0 Him of Whom it is written" He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are stilL"
Clouds and waves are alike his obedient creatures. "The clouds are
the dust of His feet." He Who trade the waves of the Sea of Galilee
beneath His feet" is able" in the tempestuous hour of His dear people's
distress" to subdue all things unto Himself." He who made the sea
makes the circumstances o' Hi dependent, afflicted, tempted, and
tempest-tossed people. They, like the servants and soldiers of whom
the believing Centurion spoke to Jesus, come and go at His sovereign
command. He says to one troublous visitation "Come," and it
cometh, and to another" Go," and it goeth. "None can stay His
hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou? "
What then? Let the saints commit all their cares, and times, and
burdens, arid conflicts into the hands of their Covenant-keeping God.
He will order them all wisely, and wonderfully, both for His own glory
and for the highest well-being of " them that are exercised thereby."
Let suffering saints hearken, and be satisfied while they hearken, to the
gracious words of the lips that never lied-" For this is as the waters
of Noah unto Me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should
no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be \VToth
with thee, nor rebuke thee. For he mountains shall depart, and the
hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither
shall the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath
mercy on thee. 0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy
foundations with sapphires." That costly foundation, surely, is one
on which faith may confidently rest, and with the stability of which
it may well be satisfied.

THE spirit of apostasy which we derive from our first parent, has
not only alieI].ated us from God, but from each other. The law of love
is eraaicated from our hearts.
UNGODLY men, when judgments come upon a land, are apt to lay
the burden upon the righteous, but this is not just; they are indeed
the pillars which support the Church~the BaIt which preserves it
from corruption.
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE DELUGE.
BY AN OLD DIVINE.

THE world was grown so foul with sin, that God saw it was time to
wash it with a flood, and so close did wickedness cleave to the authors
of it, that when they were washed to nothing, yet it would not off,
yea, so deep did it stick in the very grain of the earth, that God saw
it meet to let it soak long under the waters. When there were men to
store the earth, there were as many sins as would reach up to heaven;
whereupon the waters came down from heaven, and swelled up to
heaven again. If there had not been so great a deluge of sin, there
had been none of the waters. God needed not 'co have given those
men any warning of his judgments, they gave Him no warning of their
sins, no respite, yet, that God might approve His mercies to the very
wicked, He gives them 120 years' respite of repenting. How loth
is God to strike that threats so long. He that delighteth in revenge
surprises his adversary, whereas he that gives long warnings desires
to be prevented; if we were not wilful we should never smart-neither
did he give them time only, but a faithful teacher, Noah's hand,
taught them as much as his tongue. His business in building the ark
was a real sermon to the world, wherein at once taught mercy and
life to the believer, and to the rebellious destruction. Methinks I
see those monstrous sons of Lamech coming to Noah and asking him
what he meant by that strange work, whether he meant to sail upon
dry land. Doubtless more hands went to work than his; many a one
wrought upon the ark, which, yet, was not saved in the ark. Outward
works cannot save us without faith. We may help to save others,
and perish ourselves. What a wonder of mercy I see here. One poor
family called out of a world; and as it were eight grains of corn fanned
from a wholebarnful of chaff. One hypocrite was saved with the rest
for Noah's sake. The day is come; all the guests are entered; the
ark is shut, and the windows of heaven open. Many of the scoffers,
when they saw the violence of the waves descending and ascending,
according to Noah's prediction, came wading middle deep unto the
ark and importunately craved aamittance which they once denied;
but now are· rejected as they rejected God: for e'er vengeance begin
repentance is seasonable, but if judgment be once given out, we cry
too late; while the Gospel solicits us, the door of the ark is open. If
we neglect the time of grace, in vain we seek with tears. God holds
it no mercy to pity the obstinate. In vain doth he fly whom God
pursues. There is no way to fly from His judgment, but to fly to His
mercy by repenting. 'I'he path of the righteous cannot be so much
derided as their success is magnified. How securely doth Noah ride
out this uproar of heaven, earth, and waters. He hears the pouring
down of the rain, the shrieking of men and roaring and bellowing of
beasts on both sides him, the raging and threats of the waves under
him. He saw the miserable" shift of the unbelievers, and in the meantime sits quietly in his dry cabin, neither feeling nor fearing evil.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.

THE chief event of the past month was the resignation of Mr. A. J.
Balfour and his Cabinet, and the formation of a Liberal Ministry under
the leadership of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. A General Election
takes place this month, and the country will be called upon to record
its mandate. The event is a solemn one. Prayer needs to be offered
that the vital interests which are at stake as regards the national
maintenance of those Reformation principles which have made this
kingdom great and free may occupy the first place in the minds of all
who-under God-have the making of a new Government. Other
and less vital questions will, no doubt, appeal to those who fail to
recognize the perils of the hour arising from the designs of the Papacy
on our beloved country. But party politics should not be allowed
to take precedence of the claims of the Protestant faith, with which
are bound up the liberties of ourselves and our children. There is no
doubt that Home Rule for Ireland-which means priest-rule for our
fellow-subjects in that country-will occupy a foremost place in the
programme of one school of politicians, the Nationalists, and that
Rome will adopt vigorous means to utilize the present opportunity to
further her ends. May God open the eyes of all our fellow-Protestants
to avoid the snare of helping forward the projects of the great foe of
our Faith and Fatherland.
The half-yearly meetings of the National Council of Y.M.C.A.'s, \"hich
took place on December 1st at Exeter Hall, were amongst the most
influential and representative ever held. The first business in the
morning was the passing of a resolution, all members standing, placing
on record the Council's sense of the irreparable loss sustained by the
WOTk of the Associations all over the world through the death of the
beloved President and Founder, Sir George Williams. On the motion
of Mr. Frank Bevan, seconded by Mr. Martin John Sutton, of Reading,
Lord Kinnaird was unanimously appointed President of the Council
for the ensuing year, while Mr. Howard Williams was elected Chairman of the British Committee and British and Colonial Union, and
Mr. M. H. Hodder Chairman of the English Executive. The Council
met for luncheon at the invitation of Mr. Howard Williams, when
brief addresses were given by Sir John Kennaway, Sir Douglas Fox,
Mr. J. E. Vanner, Sir Matthew Dodsworth, Mr. Arthur W. Sutton,
Mr. Will G. Sprigg (Johannesburg), Mr. John Hardy (Pietermaritzburg), and Mr. Frank Clark (Bombay). In the afternoon, nnder the
presidency of Lord Kinnaird, the Council were occupied chiefly with
the consideration of the work of Bible-teaching in the Associations,
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Junior Sections, special effort in the summer encampments of
Volunteers, and the work of the Soldiers' Christian Association. In
regard to the last named, an auxiliary of the Y.M.C.A. for men of the
regular forces, formed by the National Council twelve years ago, it
was reported that 12,000 men of all regiments had passed through
the membership; between 4,000 and 5,000 being still enrolled, in
over 400 branches throughout the Empire.
The number of alien passengers who arrived at ports in the United
Kingdom during Novem,ber was 10,613, as compared with 18,312 in
November, 1904. For the eleven months ending on November 30th
last the aggregate was 184,625, as contrasted with 180,282 in the
corresponding period of last year. These totals include aliens in
transit, but the number of such aliens cannot be stated, as particulars
on this point are not required by law to be furnished.
We learn that the Church Missionary Society has accepted the
resignations of the following: The Rev. H. E. Heinekey, Ceylon;
Dr. Elsie Taylor, Persia; Mr E. Luckock and the Rev. A. R. Steggall,
East Africa; as also of the Rev. C. D. Ovens, lately a student at
Islington College. On the recommendation of the Lady Candidates
Committee, Miss E. Roughton, Miss B. E. Smithies, and Miss A. Wray
have been accepted as missionaries of the Society; and Mr. C. L.
Richards, B.A. Oxon., has been accepted as a missionary of the Society
on the recommendation of the Islington College Sub-Committee. At
a recent Meeting of the Correspondence Committee the Rev. D. J.
McKenzie, from the Punjab, and the Revs. J. J. Willis and G. R.
Blacldedge, from Uganda, were present and gave an account of the
progress of the work in India and Africa.
From the 52nd Yearly Report of the Rescue Society, we gather that
19,060 young women and girls have been admitted to, and trained in,
the Homes since the Society was es-tablished in·1853; 9,494 have been
placed in situations, thus assisting to solve the difficulty of domestic
servants; and 5,997 were restored to their friends, or otherwise
satisfactorily provided for. There were 497 aided last year, and thus
helped to a better life, of whom 22 only left the Homes unsatisfactorily.
Of those admitted 201 had already fallen from the path of virtue, while
275 were rescued ere the terrible step was taken, and received into
the Preventive Training Homes. There were 271,974 meals provided
last year, at a cost of a fraction over one penny farthing per meal. In
all 185 inmates can be accommodated in the seven Homes at the same
time. "Such a beneficent work," writes Mr. Thorpe, the devoted
Secretary of this beneficent Society, " ought not to want support. And
yet this has been the most trying year, financially, for twenty-two
---years."
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The Executive Commission appointed under the Churches (Scotland)
Act have intimated to the United Free Church and the Free Church
their desire to dispose finally of the eighty-seven claims of churches,
most of which the former are not likely to contest. They invite the
United Free Church to supply them with details of any of these cases
in regard to which they might consider their congregations entitled to
special treatment. It is understood that the. Commissioners have
given no indication on certain disputed points in the Act upon which
·counsel recently addressed them. The two principal points were the
basis upon which action might be taken in regard to districts where
there was more than one church, and what might be termed the
€xtraordinary circumstances affecting particular congregations.

Seven more asylums and homes are now supported by the Mission
to Lepers than was the case at this time last year, and there are now
seventy-eight stations at which the Society is at work. The entire
maintenance of fifty asylums for the lepers and twenty-two homes for
their untainted children depends upon the Society's funds, and there
are a number of other institutions which, though not the Mission's own
property, are substantially aided. A great opportunity is now presented
by the proposed asylum for Poona, a large city of 160,000 people, in
which the only provision for the lepers is a ward in a general institution
for afflicted people of all kinds. This has been most unsatisfactory
alike for the lepers and the others. The Mission has for some years
supported a native teacher, whose labours have not been in vain.
Some lepers have believed his message, but have been afraid to publicly
confess their faith, as they have been threatened and persecuted by
their unbelieving companions. Moreover, very few of the lepers of
the city and district have found their way to the institution at all.
The Government of the Bombay Presidency undertake to provide
two-thirds of the cost of this new asylum, as well as to give a substantial
annual grant towards the support of the inmates. The property will
be vested in the Mission to Lepers, who will have also the control and
management of the Institution, subject, of course to reasonable
inspection by Government. The Mission is, moreover, to engage al
officers, and to be allowed entire liberty for its religious work, on the
reasonable condition that no coercion will be used in favour of Christianity. Experience has long ago shown that no coercion is necessary,
but that in an asylum under Christian management the lepers readily
respond to the message of the Gospel. The Mission requires £1,000 to
complete its part of the bargain, and a lady has very generously
promised £100 if the amount be raised within a short time. New
buildings are urgently needed at Champa, Central Provinces; Kodur,
Madras Presidency; Naini, Allahabad, and four other places, besides
a small church at one. £3,500 is needed before the closing of the
yearly accounts if the income is to equal that of 1904, and at their
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recent meeting the Committee were only able to make grants for
increase of accommodation and for new work on condition that funds
came in commensurate with the need. The Organizing Secretary,
Mr. John Jackson, F.R.G.S., Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C., will gladly
welcome special contributions and new subscriptions to meet these
claims.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY

OF

THE SOCIETY.

THE recent Autumn Meetings at the Hornsey Rise Asylum were well
attended and profitable gatherings. The Lady Visitors held a Sale
of Work on behalf of the Benevolent Fund for sick and infirm inmates.
To the public tea the pensioners were admitted free, and thus an
admirable opportunity was provided for intercourse between the
subscribers and our aged friends. In the evening the chapel was
crowded, and a service was conducted by the Rev. W. Lush, Rector of
Stretton, Leicestershire. A most spiritual and experimental discourse
was grounded on the words, "Thou in 'rhy mercy hast led forth the
people which Thou hast redeemed. Thou hast guided them in Thy
strength unto Thy holy habitation" (Ex. xv. 13). A liberal collection
was taken for the Maintenance Fund of the Home, and the friends
separated, thanking God for the sweet message given through His
servant.
Lectures on behalf of the Society, illustrated by lime-light views,
have been given at Cranbrook and Rochdale, places closely associated
with the fragrant memories of William Huntington and John Kershaw.
Large audiences gathered, appreciative of the truths upon which
the Institution is based and the work it is enabled to do. Portraits
and reminiscences of some of the most aged of the recipients proved
especially interesting.
The Winter Appeals have been issued to non-subscribers, and
the Committee are prayerfully hoping that new supporters may
thereby be obtained. Many subscribers have passed away during
the last twelve months and the general financial pressure has had an
unfavourable effect upon donations and contributions of a similar
character.
The January number of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait
and biographical sketch of the late Mr. W. H. Collingridge, and of
ltfrs Bath, aged 94, who has been for many years upon the pension.
Copies will be gladly forwarded to any friends who will kindly
circulate them amongst those who are likely to help.
A visitor thus refers to a conversation with an inmate of one of the
Homes, aged 91 :
The old lady paused awhile, and proceeded," I drop off asleep often
in the afternoon. This afternoon I was away in the old chapelsixty or seventy years ago-heard some of the old words, and
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caught myself humming some of the old hymns. They're forgotten
now, most of them, but they were strong meat for the fainting
soul :~

Draw me from all created good,
From self, the world, and sin,
To the dear fountain of Thy blood
.And make me pure within.' "

" You will have few friends or relatives left now ~ "
"None, I believe, sir; all have gone; some with the King are
'waiting for me."
"Now then, when earthly support failed, what happened ~ "
"Happened! Just what He said would happen, 'Even to hoar
hairs will I carry you.' 'Let thy widows trust in Me.' What else
could happen ~ "
"Nothing else; nothing else; but many a fainting and fighting
one may be cheered by your testimony that it is really so."
Thus the Lord's aged poor" bear fruit in old age," and the Aged
Friends' Society, in its l00th year, is still, by divine favour, helpful
to 1680 of them in all parts of the kingdom.

THE BEGGAR'S PRAYER.
MATT. viii. 2; MARK i. 40; LUKE v. 12.
A BEGGAR poor, at mercy's door, lies such a wretch as I ;
Thou knowest my need is great indeed; Lord, hear me when I cry.
With guilt beset, and deep in debt, for pardon, Lord, I pray;
o let Thy love sufficient prove to take my sins away.
A wicked heart is no small part of my distress and shame;
Let sovereign grace its crimes efface, through Jesus' blessed name.
My darkened mind, I daily find, is prone to go astrav ;
Lord, on it shine, with light divine, and guide it in Thy way.
My stubborn will opposes still Thy wise and holy hand;
Thy Spirit send to make it bend to Thy supreme command.
Affections wild, by sin defiled, oft hurry me away;
Lord, bring them home, nor let them roarq from Christ the Living Way.

A. conscience hard does oft retard my walk in holy peace;
Let it by Thee made tender be, and all its hardness cease.
My memory bad, but what is sad, can folly still retain ;
Oh, fill it'Lord, with Thy sweet word, and let it there remain.
Before Thy face I've told my case;
Lord, help, and mercy send;
Pity my soul, and make me whole,
And love me to the end.
MEDLEY.

,
"..

,
THE

LATE REV. JAMES TARGETT.

