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"Who comforteth us in nIl our tribulation, tha.t we ma.y be able to comfort them which are in o,ny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 COR.. i. 4.

TIME.

"Redeeming the time, because the days are evil."EpHEslANS v. 16.

,

To a Zion-bound pilgrim the genesis of a new year brings with it
momentous considerations and suggests solemn possibilities. For
it may prove to him to be the year of his release-the year of his
Jordan-crossing-the year of his entrance on the promised inheritance in the" better country." A new year is a deeply impressive
season to the Ch.ristian wayfarer, for it bears in upon the soul the
memory of past years-their many mercies, their countless sins,
their multiplied sorrows, and their irrecoverable opportunities for
good. A paInful sense of personal unprofitableness burdens the
consciences of the LORD'S servants, and the precious blood of
CHRIST alone relieves the load. That, however, is sufficient, and
the heart is set at liberty to magnify and praise the GOD of all
grace for the atoning sacrifice of His dear SON. Moreover, the
humbled believer treads delicately the threshold of another year,
and relies solely on the sure promises of the Word for counsel and
strength for the lmtrodden path that lies before him. Ebbing
years tell him of approaching eternity. He, therefore, seeks to
" redee~ the time "-to buy it up at all costs. The days of his
pilgrimage are evil. He recognizes this fact with increasingly deep
I
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conviction, and prayerfully seeks to "occupy" each passing day
in view of the coming of the MASTER whose property the talent of
time is. Every hour spent by a redeemed sinner he owes to his
REDEEMER. Alas, how many a precious hour is lost even by the
most diligent of the LORD'S servants! How much of our labour
is oilly the energy of the flesh, and profits nothing! What need
have we of grace to ,. improve each shining hour"! The redemption of the remnant of our days by increased zeal in doing the
MASTER'S will should be the all-absorbing purpose of our extended
lives. Barren and unfruitful the branches of the Vine may not
be. "Herein is My FATHER glorified, that ye bear much fruit,"
JESUS taught His disciples of old. The importance of remembering
this great truth cannot be exaggerated. The glory of the FATHER
is what JESUS Himself, when on earth, sought perfectly. "The
zeal of Thine House hath eaten Me up " was the devoted language
of His heart at all times from Bethlehem to Calvary. His true
followers may well plead for the constraining grace of zeal to serve
His FATHER and their FATHER-to live not unto themselves but
unto Him Whose they are, and Who claims loving obedience to
His sovereign, revealed will. That precious hymn .of ELLEN
BURMAN'S-" Teach me to live "-sweetly breathes the fervent
desire of the believer's inmost soul" Teach me to live I 'tis easier far to dieGently and silently to pass away.
On earth's long night to close the heavy eye,
And waken in the realms of glorious day.
" Teach me that harder lesson-how to live,
To serve Thee in the darkest paths of life!
Arm me for conflict now-fresh vigour give,
And make me more than conqueror in the str.ife.
"Teach me to live I-Thy purpose to fulfil:
Bright for Thy glory let my taper shine!
Eaeh day renew, remould 'my stubborn will:
Closer round Thee my heart's affections twine.
"Teach me to live for self and sin no more;
But use the time remaining to me yet,
Not mine own pleasure seeking as before. Wasting no precious hours in vain regret.

The Gospel

Magaz~ne.

3

"Teach me to live I no idler let me be,
But in Thy service hand and heart employ;
Prepared to do Thy bidding cheerfullyBe this my highest and my holiest joy.
Teach me to live I-my daily cross to, bear;
Nor murmur though I bend beneath its load.
Only be with me; let me feel Thee near:
Thy smile sheds gladness on the darkest road.
"Teach me to live I-and find my life in TheeLooking f.rom earth and earthly things away;
Let me not falter, but untiringly
Press on; and gain new strength and ppwer each day.

.

.

.• Teach me to live I-with kindJy words for allWearing no cold, repulsive brow of gloom;
Waiting, ,vith cheerful patience, till Thy call
Summons my spirit to her heavenly home! "
The very fragments of time are to diligent souls of priceless
value, as jewellers carefully save the merest sweepings of gold dust.
But all the gold in the universe cannot purchase a moment of
time. "Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be
secondslost," is our LORD'S command regarding life's fleeting
,
which go to make up the threescore and ten years of man's sojourn
here below. Time is the most essential of our present mercies,
for all our actions depend upon it. True, it is as the Apostle
writes-" but for a moment " tbat we suffer the afllictions of life,
but what eternal issues hang on that "moment "-that "little
while" ! What special opportunities are afforded the Church
below to witness, work, and snffer for the glory of her absent LORD.
These will terminate when He comes. Here Ouly is it possible to
magnify the abounding grace of GOD by suffering for His dear
Truth's sake. We shall not be able ,to glorify GOD by suffering,
hereafter. Here only have we the opportunity to set forth to
sinners the One Name under heaven given among men for salvation.
There will be no unconverted persons in heaven. Here only can
we wash one another's feet, and so, in brotherly love, fuliil "the
law of CHRIST." There will be no defiled feet in the courts of our
Father's House on high. There will be no backsliders in the glory.
Here only, then, are the opportunities afforded for such ministra-
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tions. Oh, for grace to redeem every such opportunity while it
is with us. Oh, to live by anticipation of that blissful eternity
which the blood of the LAMB and the settlements of the everlasting
Covenant have in righteousness secured for all believers. Then
our lives will be meetly solemnized and sanctified, illulniuated in
our darkest hours, and gladdened with the joy of the LORDour strength.
'
"Eternity, eternity!
How vast, how near eternity!
The haven where the soul hath rest,
In GOD Himself for ever blest,
Unbroken rest, unfading day;
o wondrous world without decay!
Now ponder well eternity.
"Eternity, eternity!
o bright, 0 blest eternity,
Which JEsus has obtained for those
Who seek in Him their sure repose!
A little while they suffer here,
But rest, eternal rest, is near.
Oh, ponder well eternity.
"Eternity, eternity!
Strange glories of eternity!
I,OED, let us now the worlel de'pise,
And upward raise our thankful eyes
To joy that ever shall abide
From sin and sorrow purified,
And ponder well eternity.
"Eternity, eternity'
Prepare us for eternity.
Grant us. great LORD, the humble mind.
To all the FATHER'S will resigned:
Give faith and hope to look above,
And fill us with Thy perfect love
In time and through eternity."
THE EDITOR.
WHEN a sinner repents, the angels reJOIce; and give me such a
mourning on earth as creates music in heaven. Many are hattered
as lead by a hammer who never were bettered as gold by the fire.
Sometimes that repentance which begins in the fears of hell ends in
the flames of hell.-Seeke1·.
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FEARFUL HEARTS.
" Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not."
-ISA. xxxv. 4.

THE little flock for whom the Great Shepherd effectually shed His
redeeming blood are notwithstanding the subjects of many fears.
No one knows this fact so perfectly as the Good Shepherd Himself.
"Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom" is, therefore, His reassuring word to their
trembling hearts. Perhaps, a reason for Christ's likening His
blood-purchased people to a flock of sheep is due to their timid,
defenceless nature, and to their being a ready prey to merciless
enemies. Certain it is that every gracious reader of these" Wayside Notes" is experimentally acquainted with the fears of which
Jesus spoke when He originally addressed Himself to His disciples
of old.
What a tender, loving, and compassionate title does the Lord
here employ when He ministers cheer to His followers! It is noteworthy that the term "little flock" is one of most affectionate
endearment. Not only is the appellation" little" employed, but
the word" flock" is expressed in diminutive form, and the pa,ssage
might be rendered, "Fear not, the little flockie." The dominant
idea seems to be rather the preciousness of the redeemed than their
fewness. And this aspect of the truth is strengthened by the
appended promise, " It is your Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom." For, how precious must they be in the sight of God
the Father that He should freely bestow on them the kingdom of
grace, in time, and the kingdom of glory, in eternity! As heirs of
such an inheritance, what justification can there be for becoming
victims of fear and apprehension ~ It is the responsibility of the
Lord Jesus Christ, a,s the Surety of the everlasting Covenant, to
protect His ransomed Church from hurt and malice. All His
saints are in His hand, and none can pluck them thence. Of every
believer in Christ it is true, and it is well to have the truth in lively
remembrance, "That wicked one toucheth him not." Yet the
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dread of the Satanic" touch" powerfully possesses the conscience
of spiritually-minded persons, and the plague of Satan's presence
and insinuations, is to them a terrible reality. They consequently
stand in much need of the cordia,ls of their Lord's consolations.
And these He delights to administer, by the Spirit and His Word.
Had God's people no such painful exercises as these, they would
remain strangers to many of those deeper joys which the soul can
only prove through fierce conflict with the forces of darkness.
Many of the most humbling, and therefore profitable, lessons are
learnt in the depths of the spiritual desert, face to face with the
arch-tempter. It is when he is at his worst, that the all-sufficient
grace of the Holy Spirit gives the victory, and seals the precious
promise, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper:
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord;
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." "There is now
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit." The liberty wherewith
Christ has made His believing people free is not subject to modifications. The justified sinner is "free indeed." This great Evangelical truth finds triumphant expression in the inspired words of
the Apostle: "For we have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but we have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby
we cry, Abba, Father." Under the Law of Works-the law of
self-justiMation-fear, servile fear, was the actuating motive of
obedience. Under the Covenant of Grace, on the contrary, love
is the mighty motive inspiring the life, walk, and service of God's
children. They occupy a distinct relation to the Father, such as
only the new birth can bestow. They are the very sons and
daughters of the living God. He is "not ashamed to be called
their God"; and the throne-exalted Redeemer-Jehovah-Jesus" is not ashamed to call them brethren"! Oh, that fearful hearts
remembered more habitually these marvellous relationships between
the Most High and His spiritual sons and daughters on earth!
Well may" perfect love" like this "cast out all fear." The
witness of the indwelling Spirit certifies to faith the reality and
stability of these precious things. They are not merely beautiful
ideals-but Divine, present, substantial, Covenanted possessions.
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Oh, why should so many of the true servants of the Lord come
short in the enjoyment of their rightful privilege of standing fast in
the liberty wherewith Christ has, once for all, made His brethren
free? This enquiry is pertinent, whether it refer to things in providence or in grace. How prone we are to lose sight of Him Who
"Holds the helm, and guides the ship! "
How like Simon Peter we are when the Lord bade Him come on
'the waters. We trust Him for a few paces-so long as the wind
is not boisterous-but when the buffetings and swellings of adverse
circumstances beset us, how quickly we lose heart, and dishonour
our faithful Master by entertaining fears and doubts! Oh, is He not
as strong in the storm as in the calm? Is His arm, liable-like
an arm of flesh-to become shortened and no longer trustworthy?
Brethren beloved, let us seek to rely more constantly on the unfailing
faithfulness and sufficiency of our Covenant Leader and Defender.
As we launch out upon another stretch of our voyage-in this new
year-let us definitely, prayerfully, and perseveringly "set the
Lord alway before us." This blessed purpose of the heart is
Scripturally and aptly expressed in Kelly's familiar lines-may
they be inscribed by the Spirit on our inmost souls :"Led by Christ, we brave the ocean;
Led by Him, the storm defy ;
Calm amidst tumultuous. motion,
Knowing that our Lord is nigh:
Waves obey Him,
And the storms before Him fly.
"Rendered safe by His protection,
We shall pass the watery waste ;
Trusting to His wise direction,
We shall gain the port at last!
And with wonder,
Think on toils and dangers past.
" Oh, what pleasures there await us,
There the tempests cease to roar:
There it is that those who hate us
Can molest our peace no more:
Trouble ceases
On that tranquil, happy shore! "

Cli/ton.
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you, and ye shall hold your peace."
-ExoD. xiv. 14.
WHAT a precious promise, wherewith to cross the threshold of a new
year, and to tread the unknown future in its varied vicissitndes, if
spared to see 1908! How gracionsly, how tenderly, with what
eternal wisdom and forethonght has the Divine Author of the Word
scattered exceeding great and precious promises throughout it, that His
children may take fresh courage, when their faith is feeble and their
hearts are full of dread! This is one of those rich promises, spoken
to Israel by Jehovah, through His servant Moses, and it comes dowll
to us to-day, of whom Israel was a type. God's ancient people were
to be led, and led safely, all through their wilderness march, according
to promise, and according to the good hand of their God upon them.
God's love toward tbem was unchangeable, and all-sufficient, in spite
of all their murmurings, rebellions, and ungrateful behaviour. They
questioned the wisdom of this and that dealing; they murmured very
often; they rebelled, and they angered Him. But" He saved them
for His mercy's sake." Re got to Himself a great Name; He wrought
deliverance for Israel; He brought them through all; He led them
on safely, and He gave them to see" wonders wrought, and wrought
for thee," as the hymnist puts it. Israel was to be delivered from
Egypt; to be brought out from bondage, to be freed from Pharaoh's
yoke; and led through the Red Sea, on their wilderness march where
that mighty delivering hand of "the Angel of His Presence" was
to be seen in a Pillar of cloud by day, and a Pillar of fire by night."
We know how this Pillar of cloud, even the Lord Himself, went before
them as a Guide" to lead them the way" (Exod. xiii. 21), and as a
Providing Pillar "to go by day and night" (xiii. 22). All God's
provisions for His people cover the twenty-four hours! The darkness
and the light are both alike to Him. It was, too, a Protecting Pillar,
for" He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day nor the pillar
of fire by night" (xiii. 22), and it was a Salvation Pillar. "The Lord,
which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind
them, and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and
stood behind tbem; and it came between the camp of the Egyptians
and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them,
but it gave ligbt by nigbt to these; so that the one came not Ilear
the other all the night." And thus they were protected, secured,
and led through the Red Sea safely; their enemies, whilst essaying
to follow. were drowned.
Our text is spoken by Moses upon olle of the occasions of Israel's sad
murmuring and rebellion. With the enemy following them, full of
fear, and "sore afraid," the children of Israel "said unto Moses,
/01'
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Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to
die in the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to
carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell
thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians?
For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we
should die in the wilderness.
" And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvatian of the Lord, which He will show to you to-day ; for the
Egyptians, whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no
more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your
peace." That the Lord proved Himself true to His word, we have
seen in the subsequent history of Israel. May the word speak blessedly
of comfort, assurance, and confidence to the spiritual seed of Israel's
race, who read these lines!
For like His people of old, God's
redeemed children have often found themselves in great straits-in
difficult places, in despouding times, and have been ready to cry out,
"I shall one day perish." It is well, when the cry is wrung out,
"Save, Lord, or I perish"; for it is then ofttimes made God's
blessed opportunity for delivering His sorely tried servant.
But
there is yet " stronger faith when the tried and tempted one
has even to be silent before the Lord! "Ye shall hold your peace" !
To be still; to be quiet; to move neither to the right hand nor
to the left; to stand still when the enemy is gaining on you in the
rear; to sit still when the matter seems to require your most active
serviee; to" hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord." Oh! this
is a call indeed for strong faith! Methinks Job reached it when he
said, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him." And the Psalmist
urged it when under Divine inspiration he said, "Rest in the Lord
and wait patiently for him "; margin, and as Luther loved to translate
it, "be silent to the Lard while He mould thee." We have the prophet
Isaiah too, sent forth to declare J ehovah's word to Ahaz, "Take heed,
and be quiet; fear not;neither be faint-hearted."
And, again, by the same prophet, these words which have so often
becalmed the spirit and quieted the disturbed heart under adverse
cloud and storm, "Their strength is to sit still." " In quietness and
confidence shall be your strength." What! exclaims the soul, "sit
still" when all is turmoil and strife; "in quietness and confidence"
to find strength, when all around seems to call for battle amid
the confusion and stir of the enemy? Oh! for faith to learn her
lesson! To stand still; to sit still; to be silent before the Lord ;
to be nothing; to say nothing; to do nothing. This, this indeed
is victory, and "the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith." This is what we learn when we have reached that
gracious point to prove man's extremity to be God's opportunity.
"The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace."
How does the Lord fight for His people! Surely, we see no
army of combatants, no outward display, no earthly weapon" for
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but spiritual." "For we

,
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wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places." The Lord's battles and victories for His
redeemed proceed always from above. You will recall how when
the Philistines came in array against Israel, and "the children of
Israel were afraid," they said unto Samuel, "Cease not to cry unto
the Lord our God for us," and " Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel,
and the Lord heard him." And it was whilst the prophet was offering
up the burnt·offering unto Jehovah, and" the Philistines drew near
to battle against Israel, that the Lord thundered with a great thunder
on that day upon the Philistines and discomfited them, and they were
smitten before Israel." The Psalmist drew his help frr>m above, when
in the midst of an enemy's country he sweetly sang, " He sent from
above. He took me, and drew me out of manv waters." Ah! His
sovereign right it is Who creates all things to command the wind of
the heavens; to use the very thunder and lightning of His Power; to
control the waves of the sea, that they be quiet; all these powers in
His Providence are at His ruling, and used in the display of His deliverance for His chosen people. ;\'l:uch more are they in spiritual warfare,
seen put forth on their behalf! Who knows the secret victories;
the battles fought in our iuner chambers; the many enemies encoun·
tered in that" path which no man knoweth," and which piercing" eye
of the vulture hath not seen"; the constant flying to the mercy-seat;
the confessions there amid our tears of contrition and sorrow, and the
renewal of favour from the precious efficacy of the blood and the
tender conscience, lest we too soon forget and sin, and our hearts
betray us into the enemy's camp again! In all these things we are
" more than conquerors," for the Lord is fighting for us. He is on our
side. As the beloved Kelly so truly wrote :" An arm of flesh must fail
In such a strife as this;
He only can prevail,
Whose arm immortal is ;
'Tia heaven itself the strength must yield,
And weapons fit for such a field.
" And heav'n supplies them too;
The Lord who never faints
Is greater than the foe,
And He is with His saints;
Thus arm'd, they venture to the fight,
Thus arm'd, they put their foes to flight."

The inspired King Solomon wrote, "The wise man's eyes are in his
head." And he who is made wise, though simple, to trust his all to
Omnipotence, will look beyond and above all his surroundings to his
Head in glory, Who will fight for His servant, and give him to " hold
his peace," and prove how" safety is of the Lord."
And, again-" Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle."
We have a beautiful simile of the Lord's deliverances by the inspired
prophet Isaiah (xxxi. 4, 5), " So shall the Lord of hosts come down to
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fight for Mount Zion, and for the hill thereof. As bircls flying, so will
the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also He will deliver it ;
and passing over it He will preserve it."
And we have the same Divine thought in Deut. xxxii. n, " As the
eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad
her wings, taketh ,them, beareth them upon her wings; so the Lord
alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him."
And Ps. xci. 4, "He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under
His wings shalt thou trust; His truth shall be thy shield and buckler."
All our help is from above, you see, dear reader, and most tenderly,
most 'lovingly, most powerfully, does the Lord Jehovah fight our
battles for us. Oh! to dwell more habitually, more confidently, more
trustingly under His feathers, in that" secret place of the Most High,"
and to " abide under the shadow of the Almighty."
It is a blessed province and position of the children of God to be silent,
that they may watch the Hand of Omnipotence at work for them;
to be still that they may see His power, and " Know that the hand of
the Lord that is mighty," and that" the right hand of the Lord
bringeth mighty things to pass."
When the Lord J ehovah instructed His servant Joshua regarding
the taking of Jericho, Joshua commanded the people thus: "Ye shall
not shout, nor make any noise ,vith your voice, neither shall any word
proceed out of your mouth until the day I bid you shout,. then shall ye
shout." Beloved reader, you and I have had our like times in soul
conflict. When we have been brought to silence, to hold our peace in
the presence of our God, that we may await the accomplishments of
His delivering power, and in the day of it, at His command, shout our
Song of Victory! It is worth waiting for; it will repay faith's watching hours, " to stand still and see the salvation of our God." It brings
honour to our God, and" it is good that a man should both hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord."
U

U

Tarry HiB leisure, then,
Although He seem to stay;
A moment's intercourse with God
Will all thy grief. o'er pay.
Blest is the ma.n, 0 Lord
Who stays himself on Thee;
"Yha waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."

May reader and writer prove much of the sweetness of these words
of promise in the untrodden future days, be they few or many, "The
Lord shall fight tor you, and ye shall hold your peace."
R.
ALL the teaching that we expect, or get, from God must be directed
to practice. "Teach me, 0 Lord, the way of Thy statutes, and I
shall keep it unto the end."-Dr. Manton.
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,. WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
(DANIEL ill. 27.)

" AND the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors,
being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire
had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their
coats changed, nor the smell of fire had pa,ssed on them."
"Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord of Hosts." A powerful
application of these words induces me to depart from my usual custom.
I do not like to talk about things concerning myself. I am so old now,
and I need much grace every day for the things of the day. I never
hear the chapter read in church at this time of the year but I recall an
incident in my life showing, "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path" (Psalm cxix. 105).
In the year 1880, I nursed my son for five weeks with scarlet fever.
He was about thirteen years of age. He then had Bright's disease. I
lost my sister ten years before of the same complaint. I l.-new that
he was considered by the doctors incurable. The doctor told me to
expect convulsions. He had eleven, but, in the first, I was alone. I
cried to the Lord, " Oh! Prince of Physicians, show me what must pe
be done." I sent for his father and the doctor. It was terrible to see
a child in such a state; and I knelt down and yielded him up to God.
My husband said, "You are so cold; go into the adjoining room."
I found there a fire. He had made preparations for his son's passing
away. I took up Dr. Hawker's morning portion, and read on the page
for August 8th, " Now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast
not withheld thy son, thine on.\y son, from Me." Hope sprang up that
he won.\d live, and I was comforted, and what Dr. Hawker said confirmed me. I was able to suggest to the doctor two or three days after
what cured him, God's answering my agonising cry to be sbown what
must be done. Two months later the doctor pronounced him well.
I had been through the furnace of affliction. What was to be done
with the dress I wore 1 It was too good to burn. Could I give it away,
and perhaps give someone scarlet fever 1 " Be carefn.\ for nothing;
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God" (Phil. iv. 6). I waited
calmly for the answer. It came when I was reading at family worship.
I was decided by the portion, "Neither were their coats changed, nor
the smell of fire passed on them." I wore my dress that winter, and
gave it away in the spring of the year. Whatever the Higher Critics
say, "Thy word is true from the beginning; and everyone of Thy
righteous judgments endureth for ever" (Psalm cm. 160). It is still
the pillar of cloud by day, and by night the pillar of fire. So guide
our feet into the way of peace! I pity the Higher Critics who have
not the sealed witness of the Spirit of God to the truth of. the inspired
Scriptures.
MARY.

,
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,Setmonf' anll Notef' of ,Sermonf',
,
NOTES OF A SERMON FOR THE NEW YEAR.
By REV, WILLIAM LUSH,
RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD, LEICESTERSHIRE.
" ] will bri11fJ the blind by a way that they know not,. ] will lead them
in paths that they have not known,' ] will make darkness light before
them, and crooked thi11fJs straight, These thi11fJs will] do unto them, and
not forsake them. "-ISAIAH xlii. 16.

VERILY, my reader, this is a cluster of the first ripe grapes from Eshcol,
from which cometh that wine which maketh glad the heart of man;
verily here is a reviving cordial for a desponding soul, strong drink for
him that is ready to perish, 'and wine for those that be of a heavy
heart; verily here is soul-sustaining rood of which, if the Spirit enable
us to partake, we shall be able to say, My soul is satisfied as with
marrow and fatness; my mouth praiseth Thee with joyful lips. 0
Spirit of the Living God, break this Bread of Life to our souls, day by
day, through this year, and not only spread the feast, but give a
commandment to bless, and enable Thy friends to eat, and Thy beloved
ones to drink, yea, to drink abundantly, and so strengthen them to
fight the good fight of faith when their hands hang down and tlleir
knees wax feeble.
Behold in my text five Covenant engagements made by a Covenant
God to a poor and needy people! My reader, if thou art encircled
with these exceeding great and precious promises, thou mayest well
feel"Fenc'd by J ehovah's shalls and wills,
Firm as the everlasting hills."
Note the Person-" I "-Jehovah the Father, the Self-existing One,
deriving life from none" but giving life to all, who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will, according to the eternal purpose
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord, Here, too, is Jehovah
the Son-the only-begotten of the Father, without Whom was not
anything made that was made-set up from everlasting as the Covenant
Head of His people, stooping to take part of that flesh and blood, of
which the children were partakers, and in that sinless human nature,
taken into union with Deity, finishing transgression, making an end
of sin, bringing in an everlasting righteousness to satisfy the claims
of Divine holiness.
Here, moreover, is Jehovah the Spirit, giving us through' holy men
of God, speaking as they were borne along by the Holy Ghost, that
God-breathed Word, which reveals the knowledge of these things, and,
putting life into it, makes it a living Word to a quickened soul, powerful
and sharper than any two-edged sword.
Here is the unity in Trinity; and here, believing reader, is thy
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security as seen in the Covenant of Grace, entered into by this Trinity
in unity in eternity, for the everlasting well-being of every vessel of
mercy, made in his time-state to realize the blessings of a Covenant,
ordered in all things and sure.
Note the Gharacte:rs, "the blind." How sad our state by nature isthe dead know not anything, the blind see not anything. How helpless
guilty nature lies, unconscious of its load. Having the understanding
darkened we know not that we are poor, and wretched, and miserable,
and blind, aud naked; helpless, yet feeling no need of help; sick, yet
feeling no need of the Physician; bound, but feeling nothing of our
chains; deep in debt and having nothing to pay, yet fancying ourselves rich; walking in darkness, that leads to the blackness of darkness for ever, and yet loving darkness rather than light. Where, then,
should any of us be, but for that voice of sovereign grace that sounds
from the sacred Word, "Look, ye blind, that ye may see"? Upon
this the light of life enters into the soul, Almighty Love arrests the
sinner, the promise is fulfilled, " I will bring the blind." And nothing
short of Almighty Power can do it. "Thou hast given Him "power
over all flesh, tha.t He should- give eternal life to as many as Thou hast
given Him."
How sad to-day to see many teachers and taught answering the
description of God's Word, " The prophets prophesy falsely, the priests
bear rule at their beck, and My people love to have it so." Why?
Because they love darkness rather than light. And yet, as it was the
greatest religionists of old that said, " Are we blind? " so is it to-day.
o Lord, revive Thy work, and fulfil Thy promise, "I will bring the
blind," that as sainted Romaine used to say, "It may be a year
fruitful for believing."
Next, Where will He bring them from? " The Lord shall set His
hand to recover the remnant of His people from Assyria" (Isa. xl. 2).
Bishop Wordsworth tells us that Assyria symbolises open impiety, the
infidel form of A.Iltichristianism.
What open impiety, what daring infidelity, is seen in our day? How
many of our statesmen practically seem to say, "We will break off
Their fetters, and cast away from us Their twisted cords." Where is
our help? Not in ecclesiasticism, not in corporate unity, but in Him
who humbles the lofty looks of the proud and lays low the haughtiness
of the arrogant, and says, "Hearken unto Me, ye stout-hearted that
are far from righteousness."
"Hail, Mighty Jesus, how Divine
Is Thy victorious sword;
The stoutest rebel must resi~
At Thy commanding word."
Again, " I bI'ought Israel out of Egypt" (I Sam. x. 18). Egypt, says
the same learned commentator, symbolizes unsanctified knowledge
and proud science and philosophy. What an illustration of our text
frC)m this point of view we have in our dear Brother Walker, of
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Wymeswold, of whom we have so lately read in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Having ascended the ladder of eminent learning, how had he to learn
that the least, "the weakest of the flock shall draw them away" from
oppositions of science falsely so-called, to sit at the feet of Jesus,
adorned with that wisdom that is from above, and in comparison with
which the wisdom of this world is foolishness.
Again, when that commanding word is given, " Go ye forth out of
Babylon "-.the symbol of idolatrous superstition-" and cry, The Lord
hath redeemed Jacob,'~ how the idols set up in the heart are abolished,
and the Lord alone exalted as the Alpha and Omega of the sinner's
salvation! The form gives place to the power of godliness, and the
true worshipper, worshipping in Spirit, utters .the cry:"The dearest idol I have known,
Whate'er that idol be,
Help me to tear it from Thy Throne,
And worship only Thee."
In one word, my reader, the" I will bring" of my text extends itself
to the whole election of grace, gathered out of every country, and
kindred, and people, and tongue, as one of a city, and two of a family
are brought to Zion by the almighty power of Him who declares, "I
will work, and who shall hinder it," and" I will say to the north, Give
up, and to the south, Keep not hack, bring my sons from far, my
daughters from the end of the earth." Sweet thought! not to be
made sons, but "Because ye are sons God hath sent forth the Spirit
of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." May the prayer
this year often go up from our hearts :" Still gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh,
Ride with majestic sway,
Go forth, sweet Prince, triumphantly.
And make Thy foes obey."
.But notice in the next place where they are bmught to: "I will hriug
her into the wilderness." Ohserve, all brought by the same Way" By a Way that they knew not "-Christ-" I am the Way" ; and if
they knew not the Way they could not make use of it, but turn aside
unto their crooked ways, setting about to make their peace with God,
ignorant of Him who "hath made peace by the blood of His cross,"
and who" is our Peace"; seeking to propitiate an offended Deity by
their self-imposed austerities-believers in the Mass, but disbelievers
of the Bible-resting in a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof-believers in the holiness of beauty, but not ill the beauty of
that holiness which Christ is made unto His people. These, as well
as the scoffers, are ignorant and out of the way; but everyone of the
ransomed of the Lord shall be brought by the way of life into the·
wilderness by Him Whose power no creature is able to resist, but
Who" Determin'd· to save, watched over their path,
When, Satau's blind slaves, they were sporting with death; "
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and preserved them in Jesus Christ till" The appointed time roll'd on apace
Not to propose, but call by grace,
To change the heart, renew the will,
And turn the feet to Zion's hilL"
Now note that while the Way is invariably the same, the Paths of
the wilderness in which they are led are diverse, because the paths
embrace the many ins and outs and ups and downs of the wilderness
life, intricate paths, perplexing paths, mournful paths, dangerous
paths, isolated paths, narrow paths through which each child of God
is conducted by Him who leads by the Right Way to a city of habitation.
Hence, whilst among the thousands of fellow-creatures you meet
with you will scarcely see two faces alike, so is it with the varied
experiences of God's children, all are led by the same Way, but in how
many different paths. Why ~ Because God is fitting each one for
the work He has marked out for them. Paul's paths were not those
of Lydia, but both found that " all the paths of the Lord are mercy
and truth to such as keep His covenant and His testimonies," and
each experienced that" the path of the justified is as the shining light
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." Then" Faint not, Christian, though the road
Leading to thy blest abode
Darksome be, and dangerous, too;
Christ thy Guide will bring thee through."
" I will make darkness light before them." Man's extremity is God's
opportunity. What darkness set in upon Paul and his companions
on that memorable voyage to Rome, when neither sun nor stars in
many eays appeared, and no small tempest lay upon them, and all
hope that they should be saved was taken away.. Had God forgotten
to be gracious ~ Not so, "Thou must stand before Cresar, and 1.0,
God hath given thee all them that sail with thee." "I will make
darkness light before them;" and so it came to pass that they arrived
all safe to land. It was dark with Job when he said, "I go forward,
but He is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive Him; on
the left hand where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him; He
hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see' Him." But what
lighl; broke in upon his darkness when he saw" the end of the Lord,
that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy." It was a dark
dispensation when the three Hebrew worthies were cast into the
burning fiery furnace; hut how the presence of their God darkness
into light! "Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son
of God." It was a dark dispensation for Daniel when he was cast into
the lion's den; but how his darkness was enlightened as he realized,
" My God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that
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they have not hurt me." It was a dark dispensation for Paul and
Silas to be cast into the inner prison and their feet made firm in the
stocks; but what light in the midst of darkness when, in spite of all
their pain and suffering they could sing praises unto their God! It
was a cloudy and dark day when John was banished to Patmos for
the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ; but" I will make
darkness light before thee," and My servant John shall be in the Spirit
on the Lord's Day, and I will show unto him the things that must
shortly come to pass. My reader, you may have found it true that
" thy days of darkness shall be many;" but" who is among you that
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh
in darkness and hath no light 1 Let him trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God," for" unto you that fear My name shall the
Son of Righteousness arise with healing in His wings."
I remember a business man-a child of God-once telling me that
at one period of his life the outlook did not seem very promising, and
on one occasion a person came. into his shop, and, calling him by name,
said, "--, you are under a cloud." His answer was, "If I am, it is
a cloud of Divine favour." From that time things took a turn, and
he died a wealthy man. I recollect another child of God who dissolved
partnership with his firm because their mode of conducting business
was not altogether what satisfied his tender conscience. This man
opened a business for himself in a fashionable town, and his faith was
sorely tried. He got depressed. A minister called to see him and
tried to cheer him, but without success. He left, but after awhile
returned and said, "Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all
the land of Egypt." It was blest ofGod ; things took a turn, and he
carried on a large and prosperous business for many years. Was there
not in both these instances a fulfilment of the promise, "I will make
darkness light before them" ?
" Though dark be the way, since He is my guide,
'Tis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide;
Though cisterns be empty, and creatures all fail,
The Word of His grace shall surely prevail."
But you say, "My sun seems so soon to go down, and then in the
darkness the beasts of the forest creep forth." - Well, Abraham saw
in the future history of his people the hour of great darkness and the
smoking furnace, but there was also the burning lamp--" Salvation
thereof like a lamp that burneth." And however many days of darkness thou mayst have experienced in the past year, or whatever may
be in store for thee in the year on which thou hast entered, there stands
the faithful promise of thy faithful God, "I will make darkness light
before them; and think how many who have gone mournfully all
their days in the bitterness of their souls have experienced the truth
that" At evening time it shall be light," and have echoed the language
of good old Simeon, "Lord, now letoost Thou thy servant depart in
peace; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." And amidst all the
2
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darkness that may be felt the Lord thy God is still a Sun as well as a
Shield; and"Whatever be thy frame,
Thy Sun no change can know;
Tbough thou art dark He still remains,
Thy light and glory too.
" Nor death, nor sin, nor hell,
Shall make Him cease to shine,
And though thou canst not always feel
His beams, He's ever thine."
And best of all, the time is fast hastening on when thy Sun shall no
more go down (as in thy feeling He now often seems to do), neither
shall thy moon withdraw itself, for the Lord shall be thy Everlasting
Light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.
But we must nnt overlook the fact that darkness of soul is often
brought on through lack of watchfulness. The Apostle John declares
tbat he that hateth (that is, loves him less than he used to do, Luke xiv. 26)
his brother, walketh in darkness. What an emphasis is thus given to
the words, "Let brotherly love continue." "Behold, how good and
how pleasant a thing it 1S, brethren, to dwell together in unity." Also,
the path of disobedience is the path of darkness. Witness J onab
when he said, "Out of the belly of hell cried I." What a mercy to
!mow:"In dar!mess of distress
His love's the same to thee;
Without declension more or less,
Immutable and free."
And the believer in Jesus is encouraged to feel that while" His soul through many changes goes,
God's love no variation knows."
And amid all the exercises of the pathway let him not be unmindful
of the promise :" Wait thou His time, so shall tby night
Be turned to endless day."
" And crooked things straight." I have often thought of the poor
woman bowed together, that could in no wise straighten herself. She
was a daughter'of Abraham, and yet Satan was permitted to bind her
for eighteen years; but on the Sabbath day she was loosed from her
bonds. Dear reader, there remaineth an eternal Sabbath day for the
people of God, when all that is crooked shall be made straight. How
much Jacob felt of the crooked things when he said, "Joseph is not,
and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin >lway; all these things
are against me ;" but how they were made straight when he saw the
waggons that J oseph had sent to carry liim' to Goshen.
These crooks in the lot are, I believe, often sent to draw out our
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prayer, and to teach us that no flesh shal glory in His presence. It
seemed to be "crooked things" indeed to Jehoshaphat, when that
countless host of Moabites and Ammonites came against him; but it
drew forth the cry, " We know not what to do; but our eyes are upon
Thee." How soon were the crooked things made straight when he
was told the battle was not his, but God's. What crooked things the
children of Israel seemed to be passing through after their deliverance
from Egypt, when they saw the sea before them, the wilderness on
either side of them, and Pharaoh's host behind them; but how soon
was all this made straight when Moses said, " Fear ye not, stand still,
and see the salvation of the Lord. The Lord shall fight for you, and
ye shall hold your peace." So, dear child of God, whatever may appear
crooked in thy pathway, in the shape of difficulty, discouragement,
or obstruction; through this year seek to commit it to Him who makes
crooked things straight. Cry to Him who is the manager of thy affairs,
and when thou art at thy wits' end and all thy wisdom is swallowed
up, remember that His strength is made perfect in weakness, and
whilst His arms are underneath thee thou mayst well sing ;" How can I sink with such a prop,
As bears the world and all things up ? "
" TheJ3c things will I do unto thee, and ,,,ill not forsake thee." " Not
for your sakes do I this, 0 ye house of Israel, but for My great Name's
sake, that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

" The work that His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete ;
His ·prornise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet."
Zion saith, "the Lord hath forsaken me," God saith, "I will not
forsake thee." Zion speaks as regards her comfort, God speaks as
regards His love.
" They may on the main of temptation be toss'd,
Their sorrows may swell as the sea;
Yet none of the ransom'd shall ever be lost,
The righteous shall hold on his way,"
because the eternal God is his refuge, and underneath are the EverlastinglArms. And thus ;"Upheld by Thy supporting hand,
We pass, 0 Lord, from year to year."
And so He leadeth His people throngh the wilderness, for His mercy
endureth for eve~; and" The soul that on J esns hath lean'd for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to His foes;
That soul though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never, forsake."
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE NEW BISHOP OF SODOR AND MAN.
THE Diocese of Sodor and Man furnishes a convincing illustration of
how a succession of Evangelical and Protestant Bishops is calculated
to protect our parish churches and their congregations from the
spiritual ravages which Sacerdotal wolves are committing throughout
the Church of England. generally. Faithful men like Dr. Straton,
Dr. 'Bardsley, and Dr.· Rowley Hill, long preserved the simple Gospel
of Christ and· the privileges of Evangelical worship to the people of
Manxland; and now it may reasonably be expected that the appointment of Dr. T. W. DRURY to the Bishopric will perpetuate those
constitutional rights to the inhabitants of the island. The new BISHOP
is a native of the Isle of Man, and is consequently familiar with its
people and customs. His antecedents are distinctly Evangelical.
Educated at Cambridge, in. which University he graduated 25th
Wrangler, he has held the important positions of Examining Chaplain
.to the Bishop of Liverpool, Principal of the Church Missionary College,
Islington (for fifteen years), and Principal of Ridley Hall, Cambridge
(for eight years), while he was also selected to act as a member of the
late Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline.
He has not published any considerable works on theological subjects,
but those which have appeared-especially a volume entitled Two
Studies in the Book of Common Prayer-exhibit accurate scholarship
and conscientious literary labour. The BISHOP was consecrated in
York Minster on Saturday, November 30th, the acting Prelates being
the Archbishop of York, and the Bishops of Durham, Carlisle, Liverpool,
Manchester, Newcastle, Ripon, and Ely. Reverting to the volume
above-named, it may be mentioned that no inconsiderable portion is
occupied with a study of the prominent place given to the Lord's
Prayer in .the Prayer Book services by the Protestant Reformers.
BISHOP DRURY's treatise is, perhaps, the most succinct historical
sketch of this interesting subject suitable for the requirements of the
ordinary theological student. Another production of Dr. DRURY's
pen deals with Confession and Absolution. On the question of noncommunicating attendance at the Lord's Supper he has spoken with
decision, and has pointedly observed that the greatest divines of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries did not regard the Lord's Supper
as ordained by Christ to be an occasion for even the most devout
worship apart from actual communion. "For such worship," he has
written, "the Church has provided other services of singular fitness
and beauty, and to encourage any such subordinate use of Holy
Communion is at leaet to encourage what neither the Church of England
has allowed, nor our Lord Himself ordained."
We trust God's grace will be granted to the successor of faithful
Biehop Straton-now Bishop of Newcastle-to maintain the pure
Gospel of Christ and the Protestant principles of the Reformation in
long-favoured Manxland, and that Dr. Drury's Episcopate will be as
spiritually fruitful as that of his predecessors.
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A POETICAL MEDITATION.

J aHN CLARKE, the author of the following poem, was the son of Samuel
Clarke, "Pastor of Bennet Fink, London," and author of a book
entitled, A General Martyrologie, which was highly valued in its day.
The poem shows him to have been a man upon whom rested, in no
small degree, "the spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord."
It is a commendation of Holy Scripture; wherein the "usefulness,
excellency, and several perfections of the sacred volume are briefly
hinted." In some small degree it is like the sacred volume itself,
" profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness." May it help to lead the reader again and again to
that pure and blessed fountain of all truth, that he may be guided,
strengthened, refreshed, and comforted thereby, until his trials aud his
conflicts, his doubts and his fears, terminate in the rest that remaineth
for the people of God.

I.
Thou, Lord, to me Thy Word hast given,
Precious and pure,
Sweet, holy, sure,
To guide me through the world to heaven.
In want and in necessity,
Thy Word's my store,
Heap'd, running e'er,
With plenty of most rich supply.
Temptations, terrors, dangers, fears,
Those petty hells,
Thy Word dispels,
And all the way before me clears.
When Satan flings his dart at me,
Then, Lord, thy Word
.
Is shield and sword,
To save me, and to make him flee.
The world presents its objects rare;
But yet thy Word
Doth that afford,
Which seems to me far worthier ware.
Then lust invites me by its pleasure;
But to delights
Thy Word invites,
Which far surpass in weight and measure.
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When error's gilded toils allure,
The Scripture says,
" Shun error's ways;
Walk by My rule, and be secure."
Thus, when I'm tempted unto sin,
By Thy Word's art,
Hid in my heart, .
Both battle and reward I win.
Though sin hath blackened all my soul,
Thy Word can cleanse
Those noisome dens
Of death. and sin's best strength control.

n.
Have I an unbelievmg heart?
Thy Word, Lord, hath
Power to work faitb,
By Thy most Holy Spirit's art.
Have I a bard and stony heart?
Thy Word thus deals;
First breaks, then heals:
That stone is softened by this smart.
Will not my fro7.en soul comply?
Thy Word, Thy law,
That heart can thaw,
And change it for a weeping eye.
Do towering thoughts possess my breast?
Thy Word brings low
The proudest foe,
And lays him level witb the least.
Do muttering thoughts rise and repine?
Thy rod and Word
Teach patience, I,ord,
And still those barking thoughts of mine.
Am I tongue-tied, and cannot ptay ?
Thy Word inspires
Praying desires,
Dumb lips unseals, tells what to say.
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Ill.
When 1 in darkness err and stray,
Tby Word's a lip;ht
Most clear and bright,
And leads me baek into tbe way.
I'm foolish, simple, and want eyes:
Thy Word is rule,
Master and school,
Which makes all comers to it wise.
I see myself bereft and poor:
Thy words unfold
A mine of gold;
A pearl of price; all richer store.
Witb God by nature I'm at odds:
Thy Word my soul
Converteth whole
From Satan's service unto God's.
Do outward troubles, inward grief,
My soul torment ~
Thy Word is sent
With comfort for my soul's relief.
Am I perplex'd with doubts anil fears
Thy Word of grace
Resolves tbe case,
And so my clouded judgment clears.
Or do despairinp; tboughts me take 1
Thy Word dotb give
Me hopes to live,
For Christ my dearest Saviour's sake.
Do multitudes of thoughts me press
I call to mind
Tby Word, and find
Such comforts as my soul refresh.

~

~

Helpless am I to walk alone 1 .
Thy Word, Lord, is
Strength to my knees,
A staff to stay my hand upon.

IV.
Thus thougb I thirst, faint, hunger, pine,
Thy Word me feeds
In these my needs:
The Werd itself is bread, milk, wine.
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Let me be poor, forsaken, pained,
Thy Word alone
Hath all in one,
Health, wealth, friends, honour, all contained.
Thus though soul-sick, and wounded sore
With grievous sin,
Which doth begin
To fester, rankling more and more;
Thy Word shows whence my help is had,
And doth me guide
To Christ's pierc'd side,
Whence flows the balm of Gilead.
Yea, though in me no life remain,
Thy Word is good
And living food,
Which fetcheth me to life again.
Would I prolong my days for ever 1
The Scripture shows
Wheuce water flows,
Pure streams, which whoso drink clie nevel.
The Lord be blest who thus provides,
And filleth full
My empty soul
With peace, which evermore abides.
Bless God, my soul, that thus hath given
~..
Strength, light, guide, way,
Lest thou shouldst stray
In this thy pilgrimage to heaven.

v.
This Book, these sentences, these lines,
Each word and letter,
To me are better
Than chains of pearl and golden mines.
'Tis heaven transcrib'd and glory penn'd :
God's truth no douht
Was copied out,
When He this gift to men did send.

'Tis truth itself: God doth intend
Man's word shall fall, .
Heaven, earth, and all ;
But this shall never have an end.
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My soul, admire that hand and quill
That did produce
For sinner's use
The eternal Mind, the sovereign Will.
Adore the AUTHOR too; and when
Thou canst not raise
Sufficient praise,
Sit down and wondering say,-Amen.

FULNESS.

" For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell."COl" i. 19.
" And of His fulness have all we received, and grace for grace."JOHN i. 16.
" And hath put all things undel' His feet, and gave Him to be the Head
over all things to the church, which i .• His body, the fulness of Him that
filleth all in all."-EpH. i. 22, 23.
" In that last day, the 'great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cned,
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and d":nk."-JoHN vii. 37.
" Drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved."-SoNG v. 1.
SUCH is the Bible study that a very dear old friend sent to me a few
days ago in pencil,-one who herself drinks deeply of the Living Water.
She added by way of brief comment and practical encouragement,
" Grace answering to thl1t fnlness which dwelle in Him from the Father
for His people. For thee and me. Shl1me on us if we do not drink
d eep Iy I. "
,~ .
Dear reader, how often we who do know Jesus turn to dnnk of other
unsatisfying, unrefreshing streams; how often we are tried with
worries and fears that we need not have! Well may we cry, "Shame
on us," when the fulness of the Saviour who gave Himself for us, the
fulness which the Father Himself gave, the fulness of which we have
received, and of which we are bidden to drink abundantly-all ours, yet
in our folly and wickedness we look off from Jesus instead of unto Him.
It seems incredible to contemplate such fuhiess, yet we turn to such
emptiness; such fulness, yet we wonder how puny trials can be met!
Such fulness of spiritual blessing, love which passes knowledge. Sacred
fellowship, assured safety, everbsting joy. Thank God, that he who
has tasted and seen that the Lord is good, can never again be satisfied
with' earth's broken cisterns which can hold no water, cannot retain
any joy. Fleeting, ohanging, passing away, is written on all earthly
pleasure. The Spirit-born believer, though he sip only of the pure
river of the Water of Life, yet having tasted knows no rest except in
His fulness who is All in all to him, however full his faith may be.
" It pleased the Father." Oh, how sweet the expression, " My Father
and your Father." "It pleased the Father that in Him should all
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fulness dwell." Just jot down, dear reader, the expressions, "in
Christ," "in Him," and see what manifold blessings we possess in
Him: Liberty, covenant-confirmed-we are children of God-all oneblessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places-inberitancemade nigh to God-access-rejoicing-perfect-all treasures of wisdom
and knowledge-all the fulness of the Godbead bodily-and complete in
Christ, or as it may be rendered, "filled full" in Christ. Then to my
mind one of the most wonderfnl, if not the most wonderfnl position
in Christ is tbat contained in 2 Cor. v. 21, we are" tbe righteousness
of God in Him." The climax will be reached by-and-bye when we
shall come to be glorified in His saints-He in them and they in Him;
and so we read not only of their glory in Him, but His glory in tbem.
"Come unto Me and drink." "Drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0
beloved!" Our God is a large, lavish, bountiful Giver. Drink, tben,
abundantly, all things are yours in Christ. Sit down under His sbadow
,vitb great delight. Ob, wben the Holy Spirit seals these precious
truths in the heart, what superabounding joy and peace! The Spiritborn can only be satisfied with that wbich is spiritual, and that which
is spiritual gives absolute peace untoucbed by outward circumstances. Thus the outcome of tbe sweet letters of Samuel Rutherford,
the visions of John Bunyan, and many, many others were from outward oppression abundantly compensated by the Spirit's indwelling
and light. So great is the soul's rapture that sometimes it is too
much for the bodily frame. I remember reading· of a godly man wbo,
meditating upon his position in Christ whilst walking round his
garden, literally died from joy, the revelation had been so bright. And
correspondingly, as we realise the depths from which we bave been
raised, the power of sin within, so will the joy be. "She loved much,
because she was forgiven much." " His Body, the fnlness of Him."
Oh, believer, just think of this! "For thee and me." We are included
in the fulness of Him! Verily, His love, and union and absorption of
ourselves in Himself, and He in us, are all wonderful--most wonderful
-passing our comprehension. So glorious, too, in all possibilities, provision, and prospect-yea, and in actual possession-that it is strange
tbe child of God has even a passing care for anything. Yet not strange,
for the great enemy of souls knows his time is short, and that only
whilst he is in the body can he touch the comfort of the believer, so
he will barass if he cannot destroy. Witbin the pearly gates he cannot
enter.
" The Church, which j.s His Body, the Fulness of Him that filleth all
in all." His fulness, yet He fills. We His fnlness, and He ours. Dwell
on this continually, dear reader! "Drink, yea, drink abundantly,
o beloved."
NETtlE.

OUR forgiving others will not procure forgiveness for ourselves; but
our not forgiving others proves that we ourselves are not forgiven.Owen.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XVII.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the REV. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 721.)

WE must now, with our devout Autbor, ask, " Why did God establisb
His Covenant, not only with Abraham, but with his seed also ~" And
the answer is given: "From the superabundant riches of His grace.
Abraham was very dear to God, and called tbe friend of God. Love
is most bountiful to dear friends, and the love of God overflowed even
to his posterity. See wbat a blessed thing, not only to ourselves, but
to otbers, it is to be a friend of God (Ps. ciii. 17, 18).
. But, infinitely more, this was for His own glory, tbe glory of His
grace, and therein tbere is principal respect had to Jesus Christ, Who,
as according to tbe flesh, was to descend from Abraham: "Who was
tbe glory of Abraham's bouse, the Centre of all the Covenant of life,
and the Pillar of all the promises," the Redeemer and Justification,
tbe Head and Surety d all the spiritual seed, whetber of Jew or of
Gentile. So it is, therefore, written by the Holy Ghost: "And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through
faitb, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham " (Gal. iii. 8, 9).
"Now God covenanted with Abraham as the Almighty or Allsufficient God; as the All-sufficient Fountain of all benediction and
defence and reward. So He spake to Moses: 'I appeared unto
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty;
but by My name Jebovah was I not known to them. And I have also
established My Covenant witb them" (Ex. vi. 3, 4). This is interpreted by our Author tbus: "I dealt (saith God) with Abrabam and
his immediate seed by covenant, as an Almighty and All-sufficient God,
able to do enough for them, and promising Cauaan and all mercies and
benefits to them; but I dealt not then with them as Jehovah, giving
then and immediately actual being and substance to My promises.
This I reserved for this generation;" that is, in their coming out of
Egypt. Thus far our Autbor.
But this text is of sucb importance that we may be forgiven for
transcribing the words of that learned and reverent expositor, the late
Bishop Wordsworth.
Ex. vi. 2. 3: "And God spake unto Moses and said unto him, I am
the Lord (Jebovah, Kvpw~, Sept.; Dominus, Vulg.). And I appeared
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by (or as, the words' the
name cf,' are not in the Hebrew) the name of God Almighty (El Shaddai);
but by (' by' is not in the Hebrew) My name Jehovah (Kupw~, Sept.;
Adonai, Vulg.) was I not known ~o them." God manifested Himself to
Abraham in a special manner, as God Almighty (El Shaddai) ruling
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and controlling all things-in that God promised that he should have
a son when such an event seemed impossible; and that his seed from
that son should be as the sand and as the stars; and that in his seed
all nations should be blessed (see Gen. xvii.). But the question here
arises-Was the name J ehovah known to the Patriarchs? Certainly
it was. God does not say here, "My name Jehovah was not known to
them," but He says, "My name Jehovah, was I not known to them."
His name was known, but He Himself was not known in all the fulness
of that name. The literal translation of the original words is as
follows, " And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am J ehovah,
and I showed Myself to (or, let Myself be seen by) Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob in (that is, in the character of, or as; see Gesenius, p. 99,
and cf. Isa. xl. 10) El Shaddai; but (as to) My name, Jehovah, I made
not Myself known to them."
1. Whether the Hebrew word, Jehovah, itself was used by Eve
(Gen. iv. n by Noah (ix. 26), and by others, or some equivalent for
it, before the dispersion of tongues, is not the question. We read in
Gen. iv. 26, that men" began to call upon the name of the Lord."
The plain meaning of the Sacred Writings would seem to be that the
word Jehovah, or the Lord, was used by the Patriarchs even from
the beginning.
There is also a confirmation of this opinion from the New Testament.
The Holy Spirit, speaking by St. J ude, informs us that the Patriarch
Enoch, "the seventh from Adam," delivered a prophecy concerning
the Judgment to come. And what were his words? "The Lord
cometh" (Jude 14), i.e'. "Jehovah cometh," to judge the world.
Therefore, Enoch seems to have used the word Jehovah.
2. After the dispersion of tongues the evidence is still more clear.
Abraham uses the word Jehovah (Gen. xxii. 14) ; it is used by
Abraham's servant (xxiv. 35, 40, 42, 48, 56); by Laban and Bethuel
(xxiv. 50, 51); by Isaac's servants (xxvi. 22); by Abirnelech's people
(xxvi. 28); by Isaac (xxvii. 7); by Jacob (xxvii. 20, xxviii. 21);
God Himself uses it in Gen. xv. 7; xviii. 14; xxii. 16; xxviii. 13).
And, as if to put the matter beyond all question, Moses had already
used the name J ehovah in his former interview with Pharaoh (see Ex.
v. 1,2), and Pharaoh himself had commented upon that name: "Wbo
is J ehovah ? "
It has, indeed, been alleged that the name Jehovah has been inter·
polated in these passages, but such allegations as these will not easily
find acceptance with honest and reverent readers of Holy Writ. Tbe
great antiquity of the word J ehovah is evident from its etymology.
The word is derived from "havah," "to be," which was already
an~iquated when the Pentateuch was composed, and had been almost
supplanted by "hayah." The name, J ehovah, appears in ancient
words prior to the age of Moses, especially in Moriah (see Gen. xxii. 2,
14); in Azariah, the third from Judah (1 Chron. ii. 8); in Abiah, the
wife of Hezron, Judah's grandson (1 Chron. ii. 24); in Ahijah, Hezron's
son (1 Chron. ii. 25); and in J ochebed, the mother of Moses.
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3. There .is an intimate connection between the name J ehovah,
and the Incarnate Son of God. And no wonder! For Jehovah
signifies .the Ever-living; and Christ is the Life to men. "In Him is
the Life" (John i. 4)_ "He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life"
(John xiv. 6). "He is the Resurrection and the Life" (John xi. 25).
" He that hath the Son hath Life" (1 John v. 12).
As to the true punctuation of the word, it seems most probable that
it ought to be pronounced Yaheveh, Yahaveh, or Yahavah (see Hengst.
Auth., i. 224-230; Kurtz, ii., 214-215; Keil on Gen. ii. 4). The
modern pronunciation, Jehovah, is due to the Masoretic pointing of
Adonai, or else Elohim in its stead.
4. What, then, are we to understand by the words here: "My
name J ehovah, was not I InlO\VU to them" ?
The emphatic word here is Name; and, as was before observed, the
preposition "by" (" by My name") is not in the Hebrew. The
original is: "My Name Jehovah, was I not known to them." "Name"
is here put in apposition with" Jehovah." And the word" Name"
designates the Everlasting Himself in His Essence and attributes.
Much difficulty has been introduced into this passage by the insertion of the words "the name of" before "God Almighty" in our
Authorized Version; and English readers have thus been led to infer
that there is a contrast here between the two appellations, viz., " God
Almighty" and" Jehovah." But the truth is, there is no contrast
between two names of God here; but there is a comparison of
attributes, and of the degrees of clearness with which they were
revealed.
God was revealed to Abraham, Isaac, and J acob as the Almighty
(Shaildai); but He was not revealed in the fulness of the meaning of
the word J ehovah, the self-existing Cause of all causes; the Everlasting, Unchangeable, Supreme Lord God. And why 1 Because,
in the career of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God did not come into
contact with other beings, who pretended to be gods, as He did in the
days of Moses. But now at this crisis of the Exodus the Everlasting
is about to take up arms against the Idols of Egypt. He is now about
to prove the vanity and nothingness of the Elilim which that nation
adored; and to vindicate the honour of the Lord God of the Hebrews,
not as a local and national deity, but as Supreme Ruler of the Universe.
He is about to manifest Hiz Omnipotence by destroying the gods of
Egypt, and by makin~ the River and the Elements, which she worshipped, to be scourges to herself (see note below on Ex. xii. 12). God
is now also about to manifest His Love in a signal manner to a special
people, Israel, by delivering them with an outstretched arm from their
bondage, and by overthrowing all their enemies, and by giving them
a Law, and by dwelling with them in a Tabernacle, and by bringing
them into Canaan, the type of heaven, and by thus displaying in a
figure the mercies of that glorious dispensation which was to be revealed
to the whole world in Christ. Here, therefore, a new era begins in the
history of mankind; and it might well be said that, in comparison
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with this blessed revelation, Jehovah had not been known-not fully
declared-to any former geueration.
5..<\nother diffic.ulty llas been introduced into this passage by a
misapprehension of the meaning of the word" known." "By My
Naine Jehovah was I not known to them."
The Ancient Versions are Clear here, and might have obviated the
difficnlty. They render the words, "I did not manifest My Name
(i.e. My attributes) as Jehovah." The Sept. ha" .U/Awrra; Vulg. has
irulicavi; and similarly the Samaritan, Onkelos, and Syriac. The
true meaning of the word" known," as used here, may be illustrated
from a remarkable passage in the New Testament. John the Baptist
says twip£, that he " did not know" Christ (Jvhn i. 31-33). But the
Baptist must have known his own cousin (Luke i. 36); that is to say,
John must have had a personal knowledge of Jesus. John certainly
had heard the word Jesus. But what he meant to say was that he
did not know Him in the fulness of His attributes as tbe Messiah, till
the Holy Ghost c.ame upon Him. (See on John i. 33.) So here,
Jehovah was known bv Name to the Patriarchs, but was not understood in the fulness ofHis attributes by them as the Eternal " I am
that I am," the Redeemer of His people.
6. We may further add that Jehovah was not fully known even to
Moses himself. Jehovah is revealed in Christ. The Patriarchs desired
to see His Day (John viii. 56). And, when they uttered the name
Jehovah, they had some visions of Him. Perhaps Eve saw Him by
faith when she said, " 1 have gotiRn a man from the Lord" (Gen. iv. ]).
Rnoch saw Him by faith when he said, " the Lord cometh " (Jude 14).
Abraham saw Him by faith when be stood on Moriah, and called it
Jehovah-jireh (Gen. xxii. 2, ]4; John viii. 56). He appeared as the
., AnJ(e1 of the Lord" to Jacoh at Peniel (Gen. xxxii. 24, 30), and when
Jacob prophesied of Shiloh, and said, "I have waited for Thy salvation,
Lord" (Gen. xlix. 10, 18). He appeared as the Angel of the Lord
to Moses in the bush, and declared Himself to be " 1 am that I am "
IExod. iii. 2, 14). He appeared tc Moses, " Who esteemed the reproach
of Clu-ist greater riches than the treasures of Egypt" (Heb. xi. 26).
In harmony with this view, the prophet Isaiah speaks of the" knowledge of the Name of the Lord" as ~till futnre. When God was foretelling bv Him the redemption to be wrought by the Lord Jesus Christ,
He ~aid, " My people went down into Egypt, but they shall be redeemed
without monev. My people sball know Mv Name" (see Isa. lii. 4, 15 ;
and Isa. xfu.. 23; Ezek. xxviii. 22, 26. xxx. 19-26); "They shall a!l
know Me; they shall adore Me, fulfilling in Christ all the promises
which I made to theirfathers." And Jeremiah says of Christ, "This
is tne Name by whieh He shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness"
(Jer. xxiii. 6, xxxiii. 16). Jesus is called" the Son of God," but never
"the Son of the I,ord," for He IS the Lord Jehovah. And Jesus, as
Mfl.n, is aedared by St. Paul to have "the Name that is above every
Name" (see on Phi!. ii. 9), and His Name is called" The Name" by
St. J obn (J om iii. ]8).
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Our Puritan Author, then, inRists upon the blessed truth that, as
Ahraham is. the father of all the faithful, it is said to the whole Church
of God, whether Jew or Gentile: "Ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should show
forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light: which in time past were not a people, but are now
the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy" (1 Pet. ii. 9, .10).
So all the words of grace and promise, of light and illumination. of
mercy and healing in the Old TeRtament belong spiritually, and, by
the lirace that blessed and visited Abrabam, to all that are spiritually
within the Covenant; and so this Covenant is not only to Abraham,
but to Isaac also, called" an everlasting Covenant," because in its
earthly expression it is the reflection of the Eternal Covenant, and
that Covenant is from everlasting rmto everlasting (Ps. ciii. 17; J el'.
Lxxi. 3; St. Matt. xxvi. 28, and xxii. 32; Heb. xiii. 20). There
follows in our Author a very pathetic and sweet paragraph, in which
the Covenant-love of God is applied to comforting of the hearts of
Christian parents. "What singular comfort may this truth afford to
all Abraham's seed-that the Covenant was established, not only with
Abraham, but (outwardly and visibly) even with his'seed in their
generations, for, hereby God hath richly provided not only for them,
but for their children after them, from generation to generation. They
may fail and die, leaving their children behind them: But, however
they shall leave their children, God ever lives.. His Covenant never
fails. Upon this God they may cast them. Under the wing of His
care and Covenant they may shroud and shelter both themselves and
theirs. If themselves be Abraham's true seed, though they cannot
leave their children honours, manors, lordships, lands, livings, gold
and silver, yet may they leave them exceeding great and precious
promises, a rich and faithful Covenant, and an All-sufficient. God in
Covenant for their inheritance. And this is the best inheritance.
Such shall'not be beggars, if we may rely upon David's experience, 'I
have been yormg, and now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous
forsaken nor his seed begging bread' (Ps. xxxvii. 25). How sweet
may this be to all such parents as are the true children of Abraham,
when they are on their death-beds, and their children lamenting about
them' Thus they may say, everyone of them, to their postelity: . I
am dying, I must now leave this world, and you, my dear children in
the world, you shall shortly have me to be no longer a father; but I
leave you to a better Father. The God of all grace hath made me of
the spiritual Seed of Abraham, and accepted me in Covenant. And
with me yOll all are accepted in the same Covenant. He can provide
for you ten thousand times better than I can. His Covenant and the
benefits thereof are JOur inheritance. May grace bring your souls
within this Covenant, to keep it inviolate by faith,* and you shall
* I have here ventured some alteration of the original words.
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never want. God's Covenant then makes you (Rom. iv. 13). heirs"of
the world Will not that content you 1 (Rom. viii. 16, 17; 1 Pet. i.
3, 4) Heirs of Heaven. Doth not that refresh y"u 1 'What, then,
shall I add further 1 God's C{)venant aseUles vou, that, if l'race brings
you'into its inward blessing, Jesus Christ is yours; that (Gen. xvii.
7,8) the Lord is your God and, therefore, that (1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23) all
things are yours. May not this delight you 1 Farewell, sweet chil·
dren. This God, this Christ, this Covenant. bring you all to meet me
in Heaven with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! Then we shall meet
together, and never part; we shall dwell togetber, and never be di~
persed; we shall live together, and never die; we shall see God and
Jesus Christ together face to face, being infinitely satisfied with that
vision and with that fruition for ever and ever.' "
The reader will.easily distinguish between this Scriptural doctrine
of outward privilege and responsibility received through birth from
Christian parents-itself only a nearer and fuller privilege and responsibility than, and that may yet be compared with, the privilege
and responsibility of being born in a Christian land, where the light of
truth shinea,-and that false and superstitious heresy of regeneration
tbl'ough baptism with water. The one is an outward and external
privilege, and must be acknowledged as evidently true by Holy Scripture and fact. The other claims to be an internal and spiritual change
wrought by an external and material element, and is as evidently
false. Yet let us not, in our just abhorrence of that, deny. this, which
is taught in, and is according to the Scriptures of truth.
We now proceed to the Divine promise to Abraham, the father of all the
faithful; to the holy benediction given to him, in whom all nations,
through the promised Seed, should be blessed. This blessing has its
everlasting echo in the new song (Rev. v. 9 and 10) to the Lamb with
the blessed wounds upon the throne of God: "Thou art worthy to
take the book and to open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain and
hast redeemed us' to God by Thy blood out of every kindred and
tongue and people and nation; and hast made us unto our God, kings
and priests; and we shall reign on the earth." (Comp. 2 Pet. iii. 13.)
To Abraham it was said (Gen, xv, 1), " I will be thy shield and thine
exceeding great reward," On these words our Author dwells at
length and very lovingly, rendering the Hebrew "thy reward great
vehemently."* Well has Augustine said, "What sweeter reward from
God than to have God Himself 1 "
" Now these words of Divine promise (continues our Author) were
given when Abraham had returned from his victory over the kings. and
had refused the spoils. Then he might have feared lest the reveuge
of those powerful kings should work him any after-mischief and peril.
Therefore, it is said, 'Fear nGt, I am thy shield,' and, to requite this
refusal of earthly riches and honour, it is added, 'and thy reward
great exceedingly.''' (How painful is the contrast presented even by
* The Hebrew signifies

Cl

strength," cf. Dent. vi. 5.
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gracious Hezekiah to the father of the faithful, 2 Kings xx. 12, 19, and
2 Chron. xxxii. 23, 31.)
.
" Who is it (again cries our Author) who will be this shield of all the
faithful? Not any mighty man of power, not any earthly prince, not
any puissant and victorious army, not even some mighty angel or
archangel, nor all the heavenly host of angels! These are but of finite
being and limited power. This is the infinite and all-sufficient God!
'I, who want no wisdom to contrive, nor will to desire. nor power to
effect thy security; I (saith God Almighty) will be thy shield.' "
" Again, God saith not even, 'My wisdom, My power, My mercy, My
truth, My faithfulness, or any of My attributes, but expresseth Himself more comprehensively, more comfortably, I will be/-that is,
whatsoever is in God, whatsoever is done of God, all Mine attributes'I, whatsoever and all that I am, shall shield thee.' This means
that God will interpose Himself, God will stand between Abraham
and all harm. Now a shield is a vain defence unless it be absolutely
defensive. It must be of iron, brass, or steel. In shape and form it
must be sufficient to enfold and guard the body, and it needs a sure,
strong, qnick hand to use it. But the Almighty is a shield of proof
stronger than steel (Jer. xv. 12), stronger than all assault; yea, an everliving shield, compassing the son! about safely even when it can scarcely
lay hold of the promise steadily. And God (continues our Author)
defends His people in tnese several ways: by destroying and subduing
their enemies, as at the Red Sea; by strengthening and refreshing His
own in time of faintness and necessity (Ps. cxxxvi. 23); by turning
theu: adversaries some other way from them (2 Kings vi. 18); by
preventing of evils that should overtake them long beforehand in His
mercy, even as J oseph was sent into Egypt for the nourishing of J acob ;
by restraining evil things and evil persons, as Jacob was delivered from
the enmity of Esau; by redeeming them from the hand of all evil ;
and by turning their very afflictions into deliverances from worse
afflictions (which is very delightfnl to be observed), as Noah was saved
in the Ark by tbe waters, who otherwise had perished in those waters.
Oh, how deep and wise are His counsels, and His ways past all finding
out!
"How often did David glory in this eminent· and singular mercy,
that the Lord is His people's shield (Ps. xviii. 1, 2, xci. 4). This Shield,
Omnipotence Itself, is impregnable. Not dead munitions of rocks,
nor senseless walls; not mortals, nor angel hosts; but He Who is
stronger than all creatures, of whom those glorious words are said and
written in Isa. xl. 28-31, and in Ps. cxlvi. 5. He, He it is, Who is His
people's shield! All other defences are but lies and vanity, but God
is a sure and an all-surrounding, proven, constant, and all-sufficient
Shield.
" They, then, that fight against the faithfnl, fight against God, and
how shall they escape who dash themselves against Omnipotence?
Notving can be so great, so terrible, so strong and mighty as this
Shield. How dangerously, then, do they act, who are against God's
3
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people, for they, His flock and people (Ps. lxxx. 1), though poor and
failing, are a people' near unto Him' in Christ, the Mediator of the
everlasting Covenant, and they are dear to Him as the apple of the
eye,. His peculiar treasure and His jewels, His redeemed flock, pur·
chased with the Blood of God, the Eternal Son (Acts xx. 28)! He
will make tbeir quarrels His own quarrels, and is very jealous over
them; very sensitive to their unkind handlings by the proud and
scornful, and let us not forget that all this promise is for us, Gentiles,
althougb .by nature aliens to the Covenant of promise. When God
called Abram Abraham, adding a letter from His own Name to the
patriarch's name, tbis was given as a token wbich every remembrance
of tbis new name might repeat and re-aflirm-that he should be in
Christ tbe father of mnltitudes of nations. Change of name (says our
Author) is often a seal of tbe Divine favour, and so the Church is called
Hephzibah and Beulab; or else it becomes an awful token of judgment, and so Idumea is changed into Dumah (silence) (Isa. xxi. 11)."
Su~ely, that vision is being fulfilled, for" the morning," when the
shadows shall flee away, is near the breaking, but "the night" of
apostasy from the truth, the night of doom and judgment, " cometh "
also.
(To be continued.)

GOD'S SECRET.
ALL the revealed names of Jesus Christ set forth His glorious attributes.
There are a great many given in the Scriptures, each one to display some
qnality or grace for the various needs of His dear people.
Every revelation of J ehovah to fallen man was through the Person
Jesus, who made Himself known to Adam and Eve in the garden of
E,den when He first proclaimed His plan of salvation, which was
designed in Covenant before the foundation of the world.
One of the names we find in the book of Judges xiii. 18: "The Angel
of the Lord said unto him, Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing
it is Secret" (margin, Wonderful), see Isaiah ix. 6. The Angel of
God-the Messenger of the Covenant-did "wondrously" and
ascended in the flame of the altar. This was fulfilled in antitypical
Calvary, when He suffered in the flame of God's wrath against sin, and
then ascended to the right hand of God, having made perfect atonement
for His elect. Mark, the angel wrought, but Manoah and his wife only
looked on. This is all sinful man can do. Moses wrote, "The Secret
th7:ngs belong unto the Lord our God" (Jehovah) (Deut. xxjJt. 29) ;
but the word" things" is in italics.
Eliphaz asks, "Hast thou heard the Secret of GGd 1" (Job xv. 8) ;
and Job says, " Oh that I were as in months past . . . as I was in the
days of my youth, when the SECRET of God was upon my tabernacle,
when the ALMIGHTY was yet with me" (Job xxix. 2-5). Truly a good
answer to Eliphaz's question. "The Secret of the Lord is with them
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that fear Him, and His Covenant to make them know it " (Psa. xxv. 14,
margin).
" In the Secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me, He shall set
me ,up upon a Rock" (Ps. xxvii. 5). All the symbols of the tabernacle
worship pointed to the Lord Jesus Christ Who fulfilled all the types
there set forth as a shadow of things to come. "His Secret is with the
righteous" (Prov. iii. 32). "A gift in Secret pacifieth anger, and a
rewa1'd in the bosom, strong wrath" (Prov. xxi. 14). Here we have
t.he redemption and mediatorial work of Jesus Christ; Who was in the
" bosom" of the Fat.her from all eternity.
This Secret was revealed to the prophet Daniel; not directly to him,
but by means of a dream which God gave to king Nebuchadnezzar.
God works by means of His own choosing; was it not strange that the
revelation of the Secret should come t.hrough such a channel-an
idolatrous heathen? Daniel and his companions desired mercies
from before God (mark the word" before ") concerning this Secret (see
Dan. ii. 18, margin). " Then was the Secret revealed un:to Daniel in a
night vision." "Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven" (ver. 19).
Aye, and so will all the children of God when this precious Secret is
revealed in their hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost. The Secret
here revealed to Daniel was the "Stone,'" cut out without hands, to
break in pieces and consume kingdoms (verses 44 and 45)-typical alone
of J ehovah·Jesus.
The following passages are also to the point: "I will give thee the
treasures of darkness, and' hidden riches' of secret places" (Isa. xlv. 3).
Here we have the" unsearchable riches of Christ" promised. Cyrus I
understand to be a type of the complete and indivisible body of Christ
(Head and n}embers).
"My substance (margin' body') was not hid from Thee, when I
was made in Secret" (Ps. cxxxix. 15). "He that dwelleth in the
Secret Place of the Most High shall abide under the Shadow of the
Almighty" (Ps. xci. I).
" 0 my dove, that art in the clefts of the Rock, in the Secret places of
the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice" (Cant.
ii. 14).
" When thou prayest, pray to t.hy Father which is in Secret" (Matt.
vi. '6). " Now to Him that is of power to stablish you according to
my Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which was kept Recret since the world began, but now
is made manifest. To God, only Wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
for ever. Amen" (Rom. xvi.).
W. C. D.
CONSIDER: the natural seed of every sin is a departure from God,
and a violation of His authority, and has a seminal guilt of all sin
(James ii. 10, Il). So he who has one tiue grace has the seed of all,
because it shows he is united to Christ, and one with Him in spirit who
is the Fountain of all Grace.-Dorney,
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THE LACKING KISS.

By

THE AUTHOR OF "THE PROTOPLAST."

" Thou gavest Me no kiss: but this woman, since the time I came in,
hath not ceased to kiss My feet."-LuKE vii. 45.
THE kiss is the sign and seal of love. Passing between friend and
friend, between the betrothed of earth, between the wife and the
husband, between the child and the mother, it is a pledge of the closest
and deepest of all life's affections.
It was this which Jesus missed in the house of the Pharisee.
Simon was willing enough to claim acquaintance with the Lord.
No doubt he had heard of His fame, and thought He would turn out
to be some remarkable man worthy of his notice. The days of the
Saviour's humiliation had not fully set in; He was talked about and
followed and admired by the mass of the people. And this time-server
wanted to be a popular man. He was anxious that some reflected rays
of notoriety might fall on himself from his knowledge of One who went
about doing good. Having invited the Lord, it became a part of his
own honour to provide an entertainment suitable in the eyes of men.
There was no lack of ostentation in the banquet. No doubt the feast
was worthy of the bidder. But there was not the fond, willing service
of the woman Martha; still less was there the earnest attention of her
sister Mary, when she sat at the feet of Jesus, and listened to His words.
There was no ointment poured upon the head of the precious Guest;
no water given to wash His feet; no effort to cheer His weariness; no
loving welcome to make Him joyful; in a word, no kiss!
Cannot we trace a likeness, in this portrait of Simon, to the men of
our own day 1 Oh! how many there are around us now, in whose
religion the kiss of love has no place!
The .variety in the characters of mere professors is very great; the
differences in their creeds are perfectly distinct; but all agree in this,
that they have no real heart-affection for the Crucified. They are
willing to profess acquaintance with Him; there is something respectable, decorous, and approved now in a certain amount of religion;
the days of persecution have given place to the quietness and peace
with which men sit, each one under his own vine and fig-tree; the world
has aasumed the privilege of Christianity, and it seems a necessary
thing for people to have their opinions in divinity as much aE on any
other subject. So it comes to pass that the generality of men, even in
the desire to do well unto themselves, adopt some form or fashion of
godliness. And we do see, in ahnost .every aapeot which religion
assumes in our day, the banquet spread ostensibly for Christ, the
heavenly guest.
Take the ultra-Churchman. He is devoted to what he considers
the organization of a Christian system. His schools, his visiting, his
parochial institutions, are ahnost the idols cf his heart. He spares no
expense, no time, no labour, for the preparation of a fitting entertain-
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ment for his Lord. But too often Jesus might say to him, as He did
to Simon-" Thou gavest me no kiss."
Look again at the man whose idol is "doctrine." Clear in views,
sound even to the turning of a sentence, or to the insertion of a point,
he feels that he spreads a feast of fat things before the Lord and his
companions; and he would ask in confidence-" What is wanting in
my supply 1" And yet, after all, the Master looks in vain for the
kiss of personal attachment.
.
Look once more, I will not say at the moralist, but at the practical
professor-at a man whose religion consists in a definite amount of
formal prayer and district-visiting and tract-distributing. The aim
would be right if the heart were first given to Jesus; but all this is
carried on as a substitute for the love, without which all our doings
are nothing worth. And, if acquaintanceship with the Lord contents
instead of friendship with Him, may He not charge such a one, as He
charged Simon, and enquire for the lacking kiss 1
In contradistinction to all this, is the one simple fact of each true
believer's experience, be he "babe," or " young man," or "father "he loves Christ. He may be deficient, and often is deficient, in the
skill of administration in church affairs; his system wants organization;
perhaps his views are faint and misty; he makes sad failures when he
wishes to define to a hair's-breadth doctrinal points; probably he is
very blundering and faulty in his attempts at service: but, in spite
of all this, Jesus knows him thoroughly; and He sees many an alabaster
box of ointment broken for His sake, many a tear shed over His feet,
and many a kiss pressed thereon in tenderness.
Thus it is that we have the intense though spiJ:itual passion expressed
in the bridal song-the hymn above all other hymns-the" Song of
Songs." Thus it is that we see the spouse represented as lying down
sick and faint with her love; thus it is that we hear that longing cry
from her lips-" Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth; for
thy love is better than wine." This is emphatically the wile's voice
(not the utterance of the mere passing acquaintance). And we have
the corresponding response of the husband-" Thy lips, oh! my spouse,
drop as the honeycomb." The Lord has much to bear with from His
own; were it not that He is so gracious, so willing to accept the service
and to pardon the imperfection, He might well complain of the· best
things set before Him: but He looks not scornfully at the poverty of
those who bid Him as their guest: He seeks the heart; and, because
the affections are given to Him, because, whatever else He misses, He·
has the kiss of welcome, He receives the offering of the needy-He
counts a dinner of herbs, where love is, to be of more value than the
richest feast and hatred therewith; and He says-" I will come in
and sup with My people, and they with Me."
. Consider now for a few moments the characteristics of the woman
who supplied so abundantly" the lacking kiss" of the Pharisee.
She came out of " the city." She came forth from the mass. We
are not told any particulars of her story: despised, nameless, outcast,
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found among that common herd which men look down upon as unworthy
of notice, she had struggled on through life, tempt.ed and desolate, no
man caring for her soul. But, just as now there is not one in that
moving crowd which fills up the thoroughfare of our world of whom the
Lord does not take cognisance, so this woman in all the details of her
history was made manifest to Him who came to seek the lost.
-She was not merely obscure, unregarded, she was guilty. She was
emphatically" a woman that was a sinner;" she was one of those sad,
guilty ones who have no home, no family, no domestic ties; all that
might have been hers of sweet affection and holy relationship had been
broken off by sin. The Saviour had found her in her lost estate, and
had shown Himself her one Friend.
And let it be distinctly remembered that it was not in the house of
Simon that this woman was first forgiven. She had met Jesus before.
It was when she" lqIew that He sat at meat in the Pharisee's house"
that she went there with her love-offering. Jesus' parable was to this
effect, that she was the debtor who owed the five hundred pence, and
that the debt had already been freely remitted-" Her sins, which are
many, are forgiven; for she loved much." Those acts of tendernessthe gift of the ointment, the tears she shed, the kisses she pressed on
the feet-were the tokens of an already realized pardon. They were
the outpourings of a heart at perfect peace with Christ; and the words,
" Thy sins are forgiven thee," were just the open testimony of the Lord
to the salvation -Which He had already wrought in her. It was pro'
claiming on the house-top that which had been spoken in the ear of
the believing sinner. So with that other precious sentence-" Thy
faith hath saved thee; go in peace." Jesus was willing to give an
open vindication and acqnittal to one who had listened in secret to
the words of pardon, and had trusted Him who spoke them. She was
now showing her gratitude by her devotion, not seeking to win favour
by it. She was loving, because Jesus had first loved her.
Let us notice how she testified her affection. She was homeless;
she had no house to which to invite Jesus; she had no feast of sumptuous fare to lay before Him; but she had an alabaster box which
she filled with ointment. That box was, no doubt, a treasure to her;
we can fancy how she had kept it through days of want and sorrow,
saving it amidst the wreck of other things, caring for it as associated
with some soft memories; but now she brought it, and, as we are told
in a parallel gospel, she " brake" it, and poured the contents upon the
Saviour's head. She" lJrake " it! I so love that word. She needed
not: to have broken it. She might have lent it for the use of Jesus, and
still have kept it for herself; but she gave it freely, entirely,
unreservedly, as if she would put it to no other service after it had
ministered to her precious Lord. She did not grudge her offering;
she did not ask-" How much must I give 1 and how much can I spare
for myself 1" How unlike this is to the religion of the present day!
Ob! I see so little now of this breaking of the alabaster, this spontaneous, willing sacrifice for Jesus, without calling it a sacrifice. The
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question seems to be in these days, not" What shall I render to the
Lord for all His benefits 1 " but, "What will He do without 1 How
shall I m!\ke the most of bot.h worlds 1 "
The standers by at this feast, Christ.'s professed disciples-Simon,
probably, among them-said: "To what purpose is t.his waste 1 for
t.his ointment might have been sold for much, and have been given to
the poor," You will cont.inually find that the unloving Pharisee, who
has no kiss for Christ, is the first to grumble at the true Christian for
what he is doing for the Lord, He is always ready with his plans;
such and such money might have been better laid out another way;
this is an unworthy distribution of charity-this is a mistaken display
of zeal. They will put any obstacle in the way rat.her than see t.he
alabaster broken. It was said that the money might have been given
to the poor. Why, this woman was herself pOOl'; and, like the widow
in the treasury, she was willing t.o give the best she had to the Saviour.
"Her sins, which are many, are forgiven," Jesus said. Therefore
she" loved much." This act of the woman in presence of an assemblage
of people was perhaps the first open testimony she had given of t.he
deep gratitude which had filled her heart to overflowing; it was, in its
expression of deep abasement, an acknowledgment at once of her guilt,
and of the boundless mercy of Him who had said to her, as to another
sinning one-" Go, and sin no more."
We may take it as a grand p'rinciple, t.hat in proportion to the sense
of forgiveness is the fervour of the kiss of love. True it is, that there is
much hindering bashfulness in the Redeemer's pardoned ones. Some
are afraid to give the kiss to t.heir new-found Lord, just like many a
young wife who shrinks back from the open tenderness of embrace
which proclaims her new relationship t.o her husband. But such
persons are not like those who have no love in their hearts for Christ,
and therefore have no kiss for Him-those who have never in ,their
whole lives drawn near to the Saviour with any token of affection.
Again, if this lack of love, and of its sign and seal, be the distinguishing
element in all religion which is not of God, we can understand the
emphasis of that voice which proclaims-" Kiss the Son, lest He be
angry, and so ye perish from the right way." All profession goes for
nothing without the soul's embrace of Christ. Reader, you may be a
communicant; you may have taken your stand among the people of
the Lord, and day by day may go about the service of the sanctuary;
you may be able to write clearly and publish well on the things of God;
and you may raise your voice at prayer-meetings, and, speak on platforms at religious gatherings; you may even be a preacher of the
Gospel and win souls to your communion, if not to the Church of God,
Oh! suffer me for one moment to arrest 'you with this solemn divine
word, and, laying all other things ,aside, ask you one decisive question
-Have you kissed the Son 1 God does not enquire, Have you understood about the Son 1 Have you approved the doctrine of the Son 1
Have you named the name of the Son 1 But-have you loved-have
you kissed the Son 1 ,Again and again, all through your life of
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profession, God's Spirit is following you with that warning voice" Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and so ye perish from the rigb t way,
if His wrath be kindled, yea, but a little." You do not need, you see,
to provoke Christ to great wmth with flagrant or open sins; if His
anger is kindled but a little, ye will perish.
And oh! remember that the Father hath committed all judgment
unto the Son. Man's opinion is worth nothing; you may be received
by Christians, by people and priest alike, holding fair fame in an
external church; but this will do you little good, if the embrace of
love has never passed between you and the loving " chief One among
ten thousands." He that hath the Bride is the Bridegroom. Spend
not so much time in taking care of your reputation amongst the
servants of God's household. "Kiss the Son, lest He be angry."
Blessed are all they that trust in Him.
There is one sweet thought connected with our subject-the Lord
remembers every kiss of love, and writes down every tear of gratitude.
Christian, you feel that your are doing nothing for Him you love; and
yet your alabaster box, which in your fervour of affection you brake
and cast down forgotten, as unworthy your :ltfaster's acceptance, will
be seen again one day, the precious fragments all gathered up into His
hand, and shown as the evidence of your devotion to Him who so
freely saved you. Your sweet spices will give forth their perfume, in the
hour of Christ's appearing, as fresh and sweet as when you put them,
in your self-abasement, on the Saviour's feet. Your tear·drops, wept
out in gushing tenderness here on earth, will be heard of again when
Jesus wipes away the stains from all faces. And your kisses, so softly
and timidly given to the Beloved of your soul, shall be acknowledged
at the marriage-supper of the King. And forget not how He shall say
in that day, " Inasmuch as ye did it to the least of these, My brethren,
ye did it unto Me." Not a cup of cold water handed to a disciple shall
be overlooked. If your one and only motive in ministering to Christ's
people is to testify your love to Him, He will own all as done to Himself ;
and the kiss that you so give to each tried brother, is a kiss given to the
Son.
One word more. There is a kiss which is not the kiss of love. The
traitor Judas had said to the enemies of his Lord-" Whomsoever I
shall kiss, that same is He, hold Him fast." And, in the hour of trial,
he drew near to the Saviour with Pis treacherous-" Hail, Master,"
and" kissed Him." Oh! how that kiss must have burned on the lips
of the Betrayed Sufferer! With what disgust He must have turned
away from that sign of acquaintanceship, given by the false and cruel
hypocrite ! Just so, He now turns from the embrace of traitors. Far
better is it that you should stand aside in cold indifference or open
enmity, than that you should approach to Jesus with extended arms
and a treacherous heart, only to hear Him say, as He did of old to
Judas, " Betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss 1 "
FAITH can rest in what it cannot comprehend.-Owen.
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0/ it called Babel."-GEN. xi. 9.

MANY millions throng the earth. But from one home they spread.
The source is the same. The ark contained the parent stock. The
progenitors of the human race all sat around Noah's board. The
family and the speech were one.
Now the languages are many and unlike. The medium of vocal
intercourse varies more than the changing clime. A multitude may
speak together, and all be strangers to each other's minds.
Whence came this discrepancy? It obviously exists. But the
existence is not the fruit of given law. It is no natural result of time's
advance. The lapse of ages would not produce it. Ingenious guesses
may attempt a solution, but flimsy guesses contradict themselves.
Research may weary itself, and gain no safe conclusion.
One book alone conducts to the reply. The Bible is that Book.
One author only fixes the date. Moses alone gives the explaining
story,
Reader, come now, and in this sacred record learn the origin''of
diverse tongues. It will be no surprise to find that sin opens the
sluice-gate_ There is no jar, no discord, no confusion in this world
of which sin is not the baneful root.
The scene commences as a tranquil morn. The first word of our
chapter simply tells, " The whole earth was of one language and of one
speech" (Gen. xi. 1). When common prayer sought common blessings,
one sound approached the throne of grace. When common praise
proclaimed the common gratitude, one chorus swelled with melody.
All joys, all sorrows were related in one note. One was the vehicle
of business, of sport-at home-abroad. None spake but every
hearer understood. Through the whole family mJiform utterance
prevailed.
Thus the progeny of Noah reach Shinar. Here an extent of plain
spreads widely. It invites them to construct a settled home, that
weary wandering may cease. The tempter suggests the thought.
They yield. The waters of the Deluge had not extingui8hed evil
passions. Outward judgments expel not rebellious lusts. The heart
is still strewn with the stubble of iniquity. A little spark will kindle
quick combustion.
Thus at Shinar impiety works impatiently. They murmur, Shall it
be that we thus roam, unsettled as a rolling stone, or chaff of summer
threshing-floor-hurried from place to place, a homeless horde? Is
it not wisdom to concentrate our numbers? Combination will secure
our fame-oneness will consolidate our power, and raise us high in
firm magnificence-free-independent-feared.
In accordance they .concert a godless.plan. ." Go to, let us build us
a city, and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven" (Gen. xi. 4).
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Let mighty walls extend around, and shield with defence oU!' one vast
dwelling. Let a gigantic tower arise, whose top may scale the skies.
Let the whole earth admire our impregnable abode. The skill is ours.
Materials abound. Arise, then, let us build.
We have not far to search for the vile motives of this impious plot.
The sacred narrative withdraws the veil. "Let us make us a name,
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth" (Gen.
xi. 4). Vainglory works: "let us make us a name." Believer, care
not to construct a name for self. There is a name provided for you.
It is a refuge, high, glorious, sure. No enemy can level it. No skill
can strengthen it. "The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the
righteous runneth into it, and is safe" (Prov. xviii. 10). Build not
with rubbish of your own, when such a fortress is prepared.
Vainglory! where is the heart in which this monster has no nest?
It is the common rudder of man's life-the pole-star of his course.
Self-aggrandizement is the secret spring of exploits-labours-toils.
It urges the warrior to the camp and field: it nerves his arm, and
drives him undaunted through unnumbered perils. The student,
intoxicated by this cup, refuses rest, and leaves no stores of literature
unexplored. Behold the splendid palaces-the noble castles which
adorn the land. View the monuments of ingenious art-the grand
productions of elaborate skill. Read volumes in which rare genius
sparkles in each page-the mighty exploits of commanding mind. On
these a true inscription WGuld record-These works were designed to
.win a name among the sons of men. If such be the prompting motive,
the end is disappointment's bitter cup. The world pays only misery
to its poor slaves. A mocking shadow is pursued. No substance is
ever grasped. Did Babel-builders gain renown? A name, indeed,
they have obtained. But it is a name of ignominy. They raised a
monument which tells their shame.
In after days, at this same spot, we find this passion ruling the
Chaldean king. See him walking in the palace of his vast empire.
His words proclaim the inner pride, "Is not this great Babylon, that
I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power,
and for the honour of my majesty? " (Dan. iv. 30). Did he long strut
in this self-exaltation? While he yet spake, Divine displeasure
frowned. Men cast him out, as lower than the human race. He
herded, fit comrade with the mindless beasts. Thus soaring pride
earned low contempt. The haughty monarch grovelled with the
brutes.
He best suhserves his fame, in whom all self is slain. Jesus in all
things is our perfect model. In Him self had no life. He" pleased
not Himself." He never sought His own renown. One zeal consumed
Him-to glorify His heavenly Father's name, and to bring honour to
His holy attributes. Paul ranks the chief of heroes. How was his
fame won? Mark the principle of his heart-the precept of his lips.
" Let nothing he dGne through strife or vainglory, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem each other better than themselves" (Phil. ii. 3).

,

The Gospel Magazine.

43

He thus walks humbly in humility's low vale: "according to my
earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I sball be ashamed,
but that with all boldness, as always, so now also, Christ shall be
magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death: for to me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Phi!. i. 20, 21).
How dismal is Babel's contrast. Indeed, the constant history of
the unrenewed will is a mirror reflecting self. Here is the common
impulse, "Let us make us a name." Where self is thus the idol, God
must be dethroned. These builders give proof. The wide city-the
high tower are plalmed, "lest they be scattered abroad upon the face
of the whole earth." God's will is here defied. That will had said,
By them shall the earth be replenished. To accomplish this forbade
idle clustering in one spot. It required constant march and wide
diffusion. Ease must be denied. God called them to move. They
willed to tarry. The command is, Let earth be visited in all its parts.
The reply is, We will not be thus scattered.
How sweet again to turn to Jesu.s. How lovely' are these earliest
words, "Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business ~ "
How refreshing is the continued echo, " I came down from heaven, not
to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me " (John vi. 38).
How brightly cousistent is the sequel, " Nevertheless, not as I will, but
as Thou wilt" (Matt. xxvi. 39). In that prayer which soars on sublimity's high wing, we are taught to eschew this Babel-building spirit.
"Hallowed be '£hy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth as it is in heaven."
At Shinar this vainglory and self-will resolves to have no Lord.
Therefore the work advances. The scene is busy. What rapidity of
motion! What energy of mind! What industry of hand! Each
look betokens fervent interest. Strength is put forth. Sinews are
strained. Deep are the foundations laid. Firmly the walls are
cemented. What can withstand them ~ Success seems sure.
But is God regardless of the daring effort ~ Are His eyes closed ~
Is His mind indifferent ~ Are not His ears open to this din ~ Is His
hand shortened ~ Have His resources failed ~ Has He no power to
check ~ Shall worms of earth now triumph ~ Shall their name
eclipse His ~ Shall their impiety prevail ~ How easy again to open
the windows, of heaven, and pour down an overwhelming deluge!
How easy to eause earth to gape, and swallow in one grave the workmen and the work! How easy to bid the lightnings from above and
flames from beneath to make wide Shinar one smoking furnace! But
no: judgment shall go forth indeed; but in new form. The scheme
shall be most marvellously blighted, and all succeeding ages shall bear
a brand to tell the tale of this sin's due reward. The Lord decrees,
" Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they
may not understand each other's speech" (Gen. xi. 7). God speaks,
and it is done.
Return to the scene. The morning dawns. Fair nature smiles in
usual beauty. The heavens-the earth-foreshow no coming marvel.
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All things around are ready for advance. The men are conscious cf
no inner change. They speak as heretofore. They shout-they crythey call-they chide. But now amazement fills them. All is con·
fusion. Each marvels at his neighbour's barbarous tongue. Each
stares and questions, What means this dissonance ~ Is it insulting
mockery ~ Has reason lost its seat ~ Doubtless they revile-reproach
-expostulate and rage. Anger can only augment disorder. Discord
is universal. Means of communication are utterly departed. Intelligence has ceased. There is no common tongue. There is no intelligible
word. Thus the work finds a pitiable end. Humbled----<!efeatedmortified-disgraced-they part, because all mutual intercourse is
gone. "So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face
of all the earth, and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the
name of it called Babel: because the Lord did there confound the
language of all the earth; and from thence did the Lord scatter them
abroad upon the face of all the earth" (Gen. xi. 8, 9).
From that day earth has been Babel. Language continues diverse.
But the difference warns solemnly. It tells the sure defeat of all vainglory. It derides pigmy creatures boasting to defeat Divine decrees.
Stay, proud man-stay! Let Babel check your childish dreams.
You will awake to the inheritance of scorn. Stay, rebel-stay! You
rush against the bosses of Omnipotence. If God hath spoken, it will
surely be. All His resolves stride gloriously onward to their glorious
end.
But Babel is not all dark. A Gospel ray here shines. Doubtless its
main feature is requiting wrath. But look again; there is a smile of
grace. Division of tongues proclaims God's hatred of vainglory. But
for all evil a remedy is ordained, and gift of tongues shall spread the
Gospel tidings through earth's surface. Behold the miracle of
Pentecost. "They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts
ii. 4). Thus inspired heralds sounded salvation's glories, and the name
of Jesus in every tongue-in every clime.
Think, too, of heaven's one harmony. No dissonance shall vex
those blessed abodes. One chorus shall swell from the countless
multitude of all nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues. The
one loud cry shall be, "Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 10).
I HAVE been asked by both Papists and Puseyites to find the word
" Protestant" in the Bible. These I have referred to Isaiah xliii.
10-13, where God's Protestants and their God-given creed are clearly
revealed. "Ye are My witnesses "-My protesters-My Protestants.
Look at that twelfth verse, "I have declared, and have saved, and I
have showed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore
ye are My wituesses.(Protestants), saith the Lord, that I am God."Rev. Thomas Bradbury.
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BOAZ AND RUTH.
(RUTH iv. 9, 10.)
THE: elders and people, having poured out their benevolent blessings
upon Ruth, turn the subject upon Boaz the bridegroom: "Do thou
worthily in Ephratah, and be thou famous in Bethlehem." Ephratah
and Bethlehem are different names for the same city, now the city of
Boaz, afterwards the city of David, and lastly famous for the nativity
of Jesus. Bethlehem may mean the house of war, and may have
reference to that horrid massacre of the infant martyrs subsequent to
the birth of the Redeemer. Herod, that monster of cruelty, like a
bloody dragon, waged war against the infant Saviour, to make sure of
Whose destruction all the babes of Bethlehem and its environs fell
victims to his brutal ferocity.' Cursed be his wrath, for it was cruel,
and his anger, for it was fierce.
•
But Herod is not the only enemy who has risen up against the Lord
and His Anointed; by nature all men are full of wrath against Him
as the only way of salvation and life. Jesus is born into the world a
man of strife and contention unto the whole earth; every man's hand
is against Him, notwithstanding the benevolence of His disposition,.
and holiness of His whole conduct. In a special manner in Bethlehem,
the war upon Satan's kingdom began; that war, the final issue of
which is not only decisive victory by the heavenly Christian, but the
entire destruction of the powers of darkness.
Bethlehem signifies also the house of bread, perhaps because the
Bread of God, which came down from heaven to be the life of men,
was first revealed in that city. Ephratah intends abundance or
plenty; the house of abundance of bread, which must be the true
City of Jesus.
If we apply this blessing to Jesus, it will be replied :-He hath done
worthily in Ephratah, and is famous in Bethlehem. He hath done
worthily in Ephratah, in the abundance of His goodness fulfilling the
legal covenant as the substitute of perishing and undone man; restoring
its lost honour, magnifying the holiness of the precept, and submitting
to the severity of the penalty as deeming it just and righteous. It
was worthily done to place Himself betwixt the burning mount and
His chosen people; to lay His own neck beneath that sword of justice,
brandished to cut them down as cumber-ground sinners. He hath
done worthily in spending His whole life going about doing good to
the bodies as well as the souls of men. He thought no fatigue too
great, no suffering too intense to pass through, that He might minister
relief to His distressed contemporaries. Wherever He went He pointed
out the way of life and diffused blessings all around. It may well be
said of Him, that no needy sinner ever perished at His gate, for He
was eyes to the blind, ears to the deaf, and limbs to the maimed; He
was all to every suppliant that the most extreme misery could possibly
want. He did worthily in Ephratah, in dying in the room and stead
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of His avowed enemies, and with His dying breath to pray for Hid
murderers. Tills is an instance of unparalleled love and unbounded
beneficence, for which His character will be extolled on the harps of
saints and angels to eternity. He hath done wortillly in Ephratah!
"Be thou famous in BetWehem." He is famous in Bethlehem.
That famous, that only Infant, who, being the Heir of all things, having
heaven and earth at His co=and, was content to put up with a
manger for His cradle and with a stable for the place of His nativity;
that only Babe, whose praises the highest order of heavenly choirs
delight to sing, who, notwithstanding, condescended to be brought
into the world amongst beasts of drudgery, as oxen and asses. This
amazing stoop in Deity, tills astonishing condescension of the blessed
I=anuel, will render the name Jesus famous, in the illghest degree,
for infinite ages still to come.
He is that famous Infant who struck terror to the heart of Herod
the tyrant, whose dignity tottered at the account even of the history
of His birth. Tills dread it was which instigated illm to send forth
his murderous ruffians to massacre the Hope of Bethlehem. But He
is that famous, that awfnl Judge, whose lips shall at last denounce
the definitive and irrevocable sentence against all the persecutors of
His person and people; that awful Judge, from whose presence the
heavens and earth shall pass away; and to shun whose wrath the
wicked shall seek to illde themselves, were it even in the very depths
of hell. He is that only famous Sacrifice appointed by the Ahnighty
to take away the sins of guilty man; that only Sacrifice whose virtue
and efficacy is for ever; for of none other it is said, "that by once
offering up of Himself, He hath for ever perfected all that believe."
None was ever known upon earth, none in heaven, who was in illmself
priest, altar and sacrifice, besides the Son of God. His Divine Person
is the altar; His human nature the sacrifice; and in the union of the
two natures, as the adorable God·man, He is our Priest, the High-Priest
of our mystical Israel. He is that famous Prophet who spake as never
man spake, His very enemies being judges; whose words penetrate
the dullest and enlighten the most ignorant understanding; that
famous King, who lives to be a father and fountain of blessing to His
people, who levieth no tax upon His subjects, and who is the everlasting
terror of all who would make inroads upon their peace and felicity; a
famous Sanctuary in tills house of war, whose precious Name is the
only refuge known in the palaces of Zion. In His blood poured forth
is opened tha.t Fountain so fa.mous for its transforming quality, its
cleansing efficacy, as instantly to wash the scarlet or crimson sinner
as willte as the fleecy snow; to restore the flesh of the most confirmed
leper like that of a tender infant. This Fountain stands open night
and day; it is free to all corners. No pollution is of too deep a dye,
no stains are of too deep a tint for its power to cleanse; for the blood
of Jesus Christ the Son of God cleanseth from all sin. Who, like lmto
our famous Jesus, delights to give power to the faint, and increaseth
strength to them who have no might? Who, like Him, binds up the
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broken in heart, and becomes the famous Rest of the weiny 1 Who
delights to visit the dungeons where prisoners dwell, or to enter the
domains of slavery for the redemption of captives 1 Of whom can it
be said, " In Him dwelleth all the riches of wisdom and knowledge" 1
Who so extolled for wisdom as this Servant of the Lord 1 What power
in heaven, on earth, or in hell, can match with that which bores the
jaw of leviathan through with a thorn, and plays with the prince
of monsters as 'with a bird 1 And oh! His benevolence surpasseth
all description, exceeds the utmost limits of human thought! Gabriel's
pencil, or the eloquence of the brightest seraph, would here falter
and egregiously blunder. Those lofty tribes who surround the
heavenly throne, the happy recipients of His favour, could say much,
but when they have said what they can, must still leave the description
scarcely begun! Heaven with its thousands of tongues, and eternity
with its innumerable ages, will not be adequate to the stupendous,
the wonderful task! How inexpressible the bliss of the glorified!
how delightful the work of the inhabitants of heaven! through all
whose regions the name Jesus shall be famous for ever!
Boaz took Ruth into his house, and Jesus takes the espoused soul
into His house also; the house of rest and habitation of His holiness.
In all her wilderness warfare and sojourning here below, He graciously
condescends to visit and to dwell with her, how black soever the
curtains of her tent may be. This is His gracious promise to His
believing Church, and whilst below His people may expect His presence.
When her warfare is accomplished, when she hath finished her militant
course, He will take her to His heavenly kingdom, that she may be
ever with the Lord, and behold that glory which He had with the
Father before the world began; but as to her happiness and glory
when thus taken home, what shall we, what can we, say 1 Eye hath
not seen nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man
to conceive what glories are prepared for those who love the Lord, and
who have by grace made choice of Jesus as their only, their all-sufficient
Saviour and Redeemer! Behold the dignity to which we have obtained, oh believers,-dignity far transcending the station of angels!
Your Maker, the Lord of Hosts, is your Husband. To what degree of
nearness are you brought! To be ·nearer is not possible. Thy Maker
is thy Husband: "bone of thy bone, and flesh of thy flesh" (Eph. v. 30).
How much are we indebted to free and sovereign grace!
REV. JOHN MACGOWAN.

No man shall ever touch the mystery of godliness in the saint's
heart who never was in God's secret counsel. The Saviour is a sealed
mystery, the Bible a sealed book, and the Church a sealed fountain;
none but the ever-blessed Spirit of God can unseal, open, or explain
anyone of these three. They that get at the Saviour will get at us :
if they get into His heart they will pick the lock, and get into ours also;
but they
. know us not, because thev knew Him not.-Anon.

-
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Q!ntTrlJponlH'llCf.
GRATEFUL TESTIMONY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-ln again forwarding to the Publisher the
aunual{subscription for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I feel constrained
somehow this time to address a few words to yourself as Editor, in
grateful acknowledgment of the deep spiritual benefits wbich have
been derived from its pages for many, many years.
Fifty years ago, or more, my revered father (the Vicar of Brought.on·
in-Furness, and a friend of Bisbop Waldegrave) esteemed the Magazine
and its teaching; and all through the intervening years of deep and
varied spiritual exercises in my own personal experience it has been
of priceless value to me. And now it is my husband-a Baptist
'Minister-who instigates me to write and express to you his appreciation,
along with my own, of your writings and your labours in so ably
sustaining the pure, discriminating, Scriptural teaching of the Magazine,
and with the pen of "him that hath been tanght," knowing how to
" snstain with words him that is weary" (Isa. l. 4, R.V.).
With our united Christian regards, and looking for our speedy
gathering together unto our returning Lord,
I remain, sincerely yours,
68, Parkfield Terrace,
E. BELL BAYANDALL.
Lancaster, Dec. 4th, 1907.
MR. ROMAINE'S TESTIMONY.
WHAT an indescribable sweetness and sacred light, unction, and power,
co=unicated to the heart, has attended the ministerial and epistolary
testimony of Mr. Romaine to the truth of God's salvation. What a
lovcly trio were these--Hervey, Toplady, Romaine. Again and
again, during the past thirty years, has the writer filled up a little
space of his days upon earth in reading Mr. Romaine's Sermon upon
the death of Mr. Hervey.
Not only has his mind been, as it were, carried back ink the times
when these blessed witnesses delivered their testimony, but he has had
a decided conviction that they were in a peculiar way honoured of
God, in life and in death.
" What is it,"-asks Mr. Romaine in the sermon referred to-" that
makes death dreadful 1 Is it not guilt in the conscience, accusing
the siuner for the breach of the holy law, and alarming him with fear'
and threatened punishment, which the justice and holiness and truth
of God are concerned to see inflicted in time and in eternity 1 Thus
we read, ' The sting of' death is sin, and the, strength of sin is the law.'
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Death has power to sting so long as the broken law gives sin a
right to accuse and condemn; all unpardoned sinners, therefore, are
afraid of death. From this state of fear and bondage our Lord came
to save Itis people' 'He came tc deliver' them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage; and He does deliver
them, when their sins are forgiven and His righteousness is imputed
to them; for then the broken law cannot condemn, nor justice punish,
there being no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. Upon
which death loses its sting; and when the pardoned sinner looks npon
it, he sees nothing terrible in its appearance, hut can boldly and without
presumption say, ' Yea, when I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou, my God, art with me.' "
In a letter-" These are the things," says he, "which God Himself
has taught me. Man had no hand at all in it. No person in- the
world, not I myseIi, for I fought against them as long a8 I could, so
t.hat my present. possession of them, with all the rich blessings which
they contain, is from my heavenly Teacher alone. And I have not
learned them, as we do mathematics, to keep them in memory, and to
make use of them when I please. No; I find in me to this moment an
opposition to every Gospel truth, both to the belief of it in my head,
and to the comfort of it in my heart. I am still a poor, dependent
creature, sitting very low at the feet of my dear Teacher, and learning
to admire that love of His which brought me down, and keeps me
down, at His feet. There be my seat t.ill I learn my lesson perfectly.
That will soon be. There is nothing in His presence but what is like
Himself. In heaven all is perfection. The saints are as humble as
they-are happy. Clothed with glory and clothed with humility-with
one heart and one voice they cry, WORTHY IS THE LAMB! "
Dear Mr. Eilitor, I believe it is forty years since I made the remarkto a friend, with a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in my hand, "See!
here is a Mr. Ormiston, of London, who holds and preaches a Covenant
Salvation to a Covenant people." May I not add to-day-" And
having obtained help of God, he continues unto this day to write and
prear.h the same things; to him not grievous-to us safe" 1
Birkenhead.
G. H.
BLESSED be God for ever for a preached Gospel, and blessed be His
name for ever for an unctuous experience of its Divine power, we are
in the Covenant, they go round the bounds of it; we get into the
guest-chamber, while they bungle at the door; they have no crosses,
and so no consolations; they have no bitterness, consequently no
joys; they have no adversity, therefore no prosperity; they have no
rods, and so no sonship. Trials are our purifying furnaces, our purging
draughts to keep us in health, and our bitter herbs to give us an appetite;
and there is nothing in us that dislikes it but the flesh and the old man,
neither of which is a very great friend to -us; to be at peace with these
is to be at war with God; an alliance with them is attended with
eumity to God Himself.-William Huntington.
4
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Autumn Sale of Work and Service at the Hornsey Rise Home
was-well attended, and the results were of substantial benefit to the
Maintenance Fund and to the Benevolent Fund for the assistance of
the sick and infirm; at thiB season of the year. especially, its help is
truly appreciated by those' aged ones whose weakness and need are
supplied therefrom. The inmates met many visitors at tea in the
Hall, when an hour of valued Christian intercourse was spent. In the
evening the Rev. J. W. Dance, of Leamington, preached an excellent
sermon in the Chapel, from Isaiah xliii. 10. Among those present were
the Rev. E. Doveton, and Messrs. A. Hayles" Ebenezer Carr, and
W. Bumstead. Visitors will receive a hearty welcome at this and our
other Homes. The Saturday Evening Prayer Meetings are needing
the support of more of the Lord's people who may be able to assemble
at 6.30.
The January number of The Quarterly Rerord is ready. It contains
a portrait and biographical sketch of the late Rev. J. A. Wallinger,
of Bath, and afterwards of Brighton, who was for many years a contributor to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Other illustrations and articles
make up an issue which the committee hope will be useful to the
Society. Copies post free on application.
By the sudden departure of Mr. George Savage, of Aldersgate Street
and Wimbledon, and for twenty-two years a member of the Board,
the Society has lost a wise counsellor and faithful friend. His unique
gift of speech was much appreciated,' hiB testimony being gladly
received at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, at the Society's Homes, and
elsewhere. J;Ie was present at the Centenary Meeting at Cannon Street
Hotel, and attended a meeting at the Society's Ollice only three days
before he entered into the joy of his Lord.
The past year has been a trying one financially to many Institutions,
and some of the Society's friends have been reluctantly compelled to
diminish their gifts; "nevertheless "-beautiful Covenant word-the
Lord has graciously sent needed supplies, so that this month the
Board have advanced 143 approved candidates to the £5 5s. pension
and 99 £5 5s. pensioners to the £7 7s. pension. In June next 30
pensioners will be elected to enter the Homes as vacancies occur.
We invite all who love the Lord's aged poor for His dear sake to
unite with us in this delightful ministration and to join the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society in the 101st year of its history. By God's
favour it stands firm and stands clear upon the basis of the truths of
free and sovereign grace, and constitutes a centre where all cau gather
who rejoice in an experience of these blessed realities. The names of
past supporters are fragrant to us : the Revs. Dr. Doudney, Dr. Hewlett,
J. C. Philpot, J oseph Irons, and a host of others. We thank God
for His faithful servants to-day, to whom the Society owes SO much,
and we seek His smile upon the work during 1908, and to Him shall be
all the praise.
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1l)totestant 16eacnn.
EVERY CHRISTIAN A PRIEST;
BEING EXTRACTS FROM EMINENT WRITERS ON THE PRIESTHOOD OF
BELIEVERS, CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED.
With an Introduction by
THE LATE REV. WILLIAM B. MACKENZIE, M.A.
INTRODUCTION.
WHAT is a Priest 1 The word is co=only used, but few enquire
whether it be used rightly or not. Aaron was a priest, Moses was not;
Zacharias, the father of the Baptist, was a priest-James and John, the
sons of Zebedee, were not. What, then, is a priest 1 A priest is one
ordained to offer sacrifice with blood upon the altar, to obtain forgiveness of sin, and peace with God. Where, then, shall we find one who is
dnly appointed to fill this office 1 There are priests, so called, in
heathen and Roman Catholic countries, and now we hear much of
Anglican priests; but among all the popes, bishops, priests, or miuisters
of any kind, Roman Catholic or Anglican, in this or any other country,
not one true priest can be found, not one who was ordained to offer
sacrifice with the blood upon the altar, to obtain forgiveness of sin,
and the sinner's peace with God.
There is One Priest, and only one. I mean Him whom God Himself
ordained in His everlasting purpose, and sent into the world, sealed
by the abiding preEence of the Holy Spirit-Him who had no sins of
His own, whose whole priesthood therefore was holy and undefiledHim who, in mysterious agony, "bore our sins in His own body"who made His sonl " an offering for sin" and "redeemed us to God
by His own precious blood,"-Him who" by His one oblation of Himself once offered made a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation,
and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world." We lift up our
hearts to Him. whose death and passion we commemorate at the Lord's
Table, and say, with adoring, grateful, and confiding satisfaction,
" We have a great High Priest in heaven, Jesus the Son of God." To
this High Priest alone we look, that we may know the will of God
con.cerning us-to Him and Him alone we look for pardon, and abiding
acceptance-for sympathy in trouble-guidance in dark trials-comfort
in sorrow-and hope in death; to Him we look for preserving mercy
amid all the temptations of life, and for a crown of glory when life is
over.

But there were priests among the Jews before Christ came, and it is
very important to know what kind of priests they were, and why they
are not continued now'. One tribe out of the twelve, that of Levi, was
set apart by Moses for sacred offices, and one family of that tribe,
Aaron's, was specially consecrated to the office of the priesthood. You
have minute regulations for tbeir consecration, their dress, their
families, their privileges and duties in the book of Leviticus. They
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formed a separate and influential class throughout the Jewish history
for fifteen hundred years, from Moses to Christ. The Jewish priest
was ordained to offer sacrifice with the blood, as an atonement for sin.
Every day, morning and evening, the lamb was sacrificed upon the
altar, and its blood offered as an atonement to God, for "without
shedding of blood there is no remission." Every Sabbath day the
number of lambs was doubled; and on other occasions the costlier
sacrifices of bulls and goats were burnt upon the altar, and their blood
presented to expiate the guilt of sin. The Jewish people were thus
taught to connect together the hope of pardon with the shedding of
blood by the priest. In fact the priest, with his bleeding sacrifice,
stood between God and the sinner. Forbidden because of sins to go
direct to God, all his transactions with Him were carried on through
these priestly sacrifices. Every pang of guilt directed the sinner to the
priest-every sorrow or want, every mercy or deliverance, brought
him again and again, that through the sacerdotal offering of the bleeding
sacrifice he might obtain pardon, or present his thank-offering to God.
"But the Jewish Priests did not absolutely expiate sin and obtain
forgiveness through these sacrifices of animals. It is said expressly,
" It was not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take
away sin" (Heb. x. 4). They were representations designed to teach
the people to expect forgiveness only through the shedding of bloodthey were types to prefigure, though obscurely, the one great and
effectual sacrifice, of Jesus Christ. His coming was delayed during
fifteen hundred years; all that time God was preparing the Jewish
people, and the heathen world too, to see their need" of Him and His
Atonement. He taught them as if they were children, by outward and
visible signs rather than by formal and difficult instructions.
This was the meaning, the key to the sacrifices, ceremonies, and
institutions of Moses. In all those ritual observances which are commanded or forbidden, God was teaching them what sin, pardon,
restoration, worship, duty, really are: All this was taught by actions,
persons, places, things to" be done or abstained from, services and
shadows of good things to come. Some of the people saw their spiritual
meaning underneath the type, others had no such spiritual insight,
and stopped short in their knowledge of the outward act.
But the Jewish Priest, consecrated as he was to offer sacrifices to
God, and present the blood as an atonement for sin, was meant to be
an eminent type of the Lord Jesus Christ-Himself both the Priest
and the Sacrifice. When the Jewish Priest received the lamh from the
sinner, bid him lay his hands upon its head, thus putting his sins as it
were upon the sacrifice-shed its blood-laid the sacrifice upon the altar
-presented its blood to God-he knew that that oblation was appointed
hy God, and was acceptable to Him; that it had a deep typical meaning;
that it could not effectually make reconciliation for iniquity, but it
expressed his confident hope that in due time the Great High Priest
promised ages ago would come and accomplish in reality once for "all
that great atonement for sin which he himself made only in type-"
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that whereas he shed only the blood of animals, that great High Priest
would offerIt

A sacrifice of nobler llame,
And richer blood than they;

I1

while he himself "must offer oftentimes the same" ineffectual but
significant "sacrifice which could never take away sin," that High
Priest when He came would, once for all, "offer one sacrifice for sin
for ever;" the Jewish Priest knew that in course of years he should
be unable longer to fulfil his office, "by reason of death," and some
other must take his place, while that High Priest hath " an unchangeable priesthood," and would Himself carry on His great ministration,
without any such transfer, "in all the power of an endless life."
. These things were not generally understood at the time. The Jews
fondly imagined that their priestly institution was always to continue;
and when Christ came, few if any perceived that He was the Great
High Priest, who, by His own sacrifice, by the appointment of God,
should take away the sin of the world. Some knew Him as the most
loving of friends, the wisest of teachers, as one who had power to do
all that He ever chose to do, and was sent from God to accomplish
still greater things, but they did not understand that He was about to
consummate a life of unparalleled goodness by offering Himself the
sacrifice whose atoning virtue should make an end of sin, fulfil and
abolish all Jewish types, open a new and living way for sinners of
every grade and nation to return to God, who " truly repenting and
cGming to Him by faith," should obtain forgiveness in His one effectual
Name-no one, perhaps, understood this at the time. The Lord did
not spring from the tribe of Levi, but from J udah; not from the family
of Aaron, but from David. But it was so. The Great High Priest did
come. He offered the One Great Sacrifice for sins for ever. Not
indeed in the court of the Jewish temple where their sacrifices were
slain, but on the hill of Calvary " without the gate;" not surrounded
with devout worshippers as the Jewish Priests were wont to be, but
amid the scornful tumult of an enraged and blaspheming multitude;
not in the calm briglltQess of the morning and evening sun, but during
supernatural darkness and convulsive earthquakes-there, in that
strange scene, the Divine High Priest, promised and expected for forty
centuries, fulfilled His great work, and there He offered Himself to
God the One Great Sacrifice through whose all-atoning blood all manner
of sin is forgiven, and every repentant sinner who comes by faith to
Him is saved to the uttermost.
Are these things so ~ Then if so, what more is wanted! " Seeing
that we have in heaven a Great High Priest, Jesus, the Son of God; "
that there is no sin for which He has not already made full and perfect
atonement-that there is no temptation or peril from which He is not
ever present to deliver; that there is no sinner in the whole world but
God for Christ's sak~ is now willing to accept; that there is no grace
to help but what He can give; no sorrow but He can soothe; no
burdened heart but He can refresh; no depth of trouble or device of
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evil but He is " very present" to be " our refuge and,:strength ;" no
" need, sorrow, sickness, or other necessity" that can befall His people,
but His eye is instantly arrested, and the sympathy of His tender
heart instantly kindled; and all this, by day and by night, without
one moment's weariness or intermission, and above all, that this
Priesthood will never pass into other hands, but will ever continue
the same, ever unfailing, and ever faithful, age after age, till
" All the ra.nsomed Church of God
Be sa.ved to sin no more,"-

then, if so, what more can we want 1 Is the virtue of this One
Sacrifice now discovered to be defective that we must needs seek to
supplement it by some other 1 Is it found that God is but partially
pleased with the One Oblation on the Cross, that it needs the adilition
of unbloody oblations, as they are called, somehow to be offered from
time to time upon the communion table 1 Is it discovered now that
the High Priesthood of Christ was imperfectly fulfilled, and that
ministers of the Gospel must set themselves up as priests to complete
the presumed deficien0Y of Christ's work 1 Is it not enough that we
have a Great High Priest in heaven, Jesus the Son of God, but that
hesides Him we must needs bave other priests bere on earth, obtruding
them~elves with audacious presumption to assist, or finish, or somehow
to give effect to His One. Perfect Priesthood now and ever carried on
for us in the presence of the Fatber 1
And are things now come to this even in the Church of England ?
And are you, reader, satisfied and content that they are 1 I may
take upon myself to say that if you are Christ's you cannot be content.
" Having in Heaven a Great High Priest," you are gratefully satisfied
with Him; satisfied with the Atonement which He has made once
for all, and with His perfect redemption from all evil; 5atisfied that
though His natural body is now in heaven-there not here-yet is
He, by His Spirit, always and everywhere present with His people
in all the needs and perils of life, so that you want no adilition to His
One Sacrifice upon the Cross, no repetition, no continuation, no
presenting it anew, or anything that may suggest the shadow of a
thought that He left anything undone which man must do. No, no.
He " finished the work the Father gave Him to do." All that we have
to do is to receive Him by a living faith, to get a deeper and more
realizing acquaintance, a fuller confidence, a more grateful and obeilient
self-consecration to Him who has thus redeemed us to God by His
own blood, and day by day to live by faith in Him wbo loved us and
gave Himself for us.
Then let no man deceive you. There is no other priest in heaven
or earth save Him who now appears in the presence of God for us.
No other atonements are made now-no other blood is presented to
God now-no otber altar now. "There remaineth no more sacrifice
for sin." All is completed. Other sacrifices are abolished, rendered
useless, and set aside for ever by His One Great Sacrifice offered once
for all upon the Cross.
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The Church of England has no sacrificing priests. It is true that the
word "priest" occurs several times in the Prayer Book; but I pray
you to mark what it means there. There are two different Greek
words both of which are translated by the English word priest, viz :" Hiereus" and "Presbuteros." The former of these, "Hiereus,'·'
always means a sacrificing priest, and is never applied to the Christian
minister: the word "Presbuteros" means an elder, and is never
translated priest in our version of the Bible. The word priest in our
Prayer Book is a short form of "Presbuteros." The word" Hiereus "
-sacrificing priest, is never used in the New Testament to designate
the office of the Christian minister. The word occurs four times in
the Gospels, but always refers to the Jewish Priests; three times it
is used in the Acts, but still it has the same meaning, except that once
it indicates a priest of the heathen Jupiter. It is found twelve times
in the Hebrews, and always means either the Lord Jesus Christ, or the
Jewish priests who were types of Him. The word "priesthood"
occurs in 1 Peter ii. 5 and 9, but is applied not to sacerdotal sacrifices
at all, but to the spiritual duties and privileges of the saints on earth;
and in Rev. i. 6, v. 10, xx. 6, it denotes the offering of praise and service
by the saints in heaven.
Besides, the Lord Jesus Christ never appointed-His apostles to offer
sacrifices of any kind upon any altar whatever. Neither when He
sent them out two and two during His own life-time, nor after His death,'
did He give the most distant idea that He appointed them to be
sacrificing priests. He commanded them to go and preach the Gospel
and instruct and edify believers. Nor did the Holy Ghost bestcw any
gifts for such an 'office: they were to be apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors, teachers; and by the spiritual exercise of these gifts the
saints are to be perfected, the work of the ministry carried on, and
the body of Christ edified, till they all come to the measure of the
atature of the perfect man in Christ (see Eph. iv. 11-13). Also, in
his important epistles to Timothy and Titus, themselves Bishops of
Churches, full as they are of instructions on all church matters, even
there St. Paul does not furnish the least hint that the" elders" whom
they were to ordain were to be sacrificing priests.
Nor does the Church of England. Throughout her Ordination
Service, whether for plesbyters or deacons, where of course she gives
her most elaborate counsels and solemn cautions how to fulfil their
sacred office, yet does she preserve the same emphatic silence as to
any priestly functions as the Scriptures themselves. In fact, where
these sacerdotal offices are assumed, whether they be Roman or AngloCatholics who claim to offer sacrifiee, it is obviously manifest how
entirely this master-error pervades and changes the character of their
whole ministration. Gifted with supernatural power to work sacramental mysteries and grant judicial absolution, they no longer reckon
it their chief office to gather in Christ's scattered people and bring
them to a riper acquaintance with Himself and His revealed mind.
They are Priests-but we are Evangelists and Pastors; they offer
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sacrifices for the people-we refer them to the One Great Sacrifice
already made; they profess to stand in the sinners' stead, and act for
them as mediators with God-we teach t,hat there is but One Mediator,
and encourage them in His Name to come to God boldly for themselves; they conceal things, and obscure salvation by a series of
mysteries-we seek to use great plainness of speech; they keep the
Bible more or less in reserve and stifle enquiry-we urge tLem to
search the Scriptures for themselves, to prove all things, and hold fast
that which is good; they teach the people to put confidence in their
priestly office and fulfil their commands-we warn them that One is
their Master, even Christ, and their rule of duty is to do the things
which He says.
Minieters, therefore, are not sacrificing priests, nor have they any
oblations to offer; but all Christ's people are "a royal priesthood,"
and present themselves a living sacrifice to God. "Ry Christ (through
Him and not through any human priest) let us offer the sacrifice 0/
praise to God continually, even the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to
His Name." "To do good and to communicate (impart of our wealth
to needy brethren) forget not" for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."
Again in Rom. xii. 1, "I beseech you, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasouable
service." Thus there is but One Sacrifice for sin, once offered-One
Mediator between God and Man-One Intercessor with the FatherOne only Advocate for sinners-One only Propitiation for sin-One
new and living Way, 'and" no man cometh unto the Father but by

Him."
Exactly in agreement with Scripture iathe teaching of the Church
of England. Thus the 2nd Article speaks respecting the Son of
God made man, "who truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried,
to reconcile His Father to us, and to be a sacrifice not only for original
guilt, but also for actual sins of men." The 15th Article, "He came
to be the Lamb without spot, who by sacrifice of Himself once made
should take away the sins of the world, and sin was not in Him." And
the 31st Article, "The offering of Christ once made is that perfect
redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction fGr all the sins of the whole
world, both original and actual; and there is none other satisfaction
for sin but that alone. Wherefore the eacrifices of masses, in the which
it was commonly said that the Priest did offer Christ for the quick
and dead to have remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables
and dangerous deceits."
The following Catena of Fathers, ReformeI3, and writers of acknowledged eminence, bearing testimony to the same truth, will tend, it is
hoped, to confirm the faith, and comfort the hearts of Christians on
this great doctrine of the one great sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as
the atonement for sin, and that the only sacrifices which are now
offered in this world are the sacrifices of praise and service, which all
His people offer in gratitude to Him.
(To be continued.)
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"DO YOU WEAR A CROSS 1 "
IT will be remembered that a reprint article on this subject appeared
in our pages last month. It is gratifying to know that our readers
have greatly appreciated it, and we think they will also value the
following further remarks by the same author. They appear in a
later edition of his article. He writes ;It has been objected in friendly criticism of the preceding pages
that the abuse of the cross by some is no argument against the right
use of it by others. But no one has yet ventured to say what the" right
use" is.

A CROSS NOT A RELIC OF CHRIST. There are old heirlooms in
families much valued, of course their merit is extrinsic. There are
. keepsakes, things of those whom we cherish in our hearts and for their
sakes cherish too. But in these there is no danger; except the danger
of putting parent, husband, child or wife, or their memory, before
Cbrist. But in case of relics of Jesus (IF we had any) the matter is
quite altered. He is so transcendently preciour., and dear beyond
the dearest, that any relic of Him would be likely to be prized to the
violation of the second commandment; and if so, then it would be a
stumbling-block to us, and would stand between our hearts and Him.
Therefore it ought to be broken. In such a case we are not left without
unmistakable examples in Holy Writ. The brazen serpent, true
relic as it was of that putting forth of J ehovah's power to save, in the
Wilderness-itself the instrument of the healing of so many-itself
the divinely appointed type of the Crucified-was broken when abused.
Good king Hezekiah broke it into pieces-" And he did that which
was right in the sight of the Lord."
But no cross can be considered as 'a relic. At best it is bnt an image
of the accursed tree. I cannot think there is any Protestant so superstitious as to believe the legend of Helen finding the "true cross"
three centuries after the destruction of Jerusalem and of everything
perishable in and around Jerusalem, when the very foundations were
ploughed up. No cross can now be considered as a keepsake or heirloom in relation to our Lord.
•
But, again, even as to emblematic mementoes, there is a view in
which they are set aside. It is where affection is so deeply rooted as
not to need such mementoes-that heart of fond affection which does
not need to be continually reminded by such things is in a far higher
state of refined feeling than that which only thinks of its object of
endearment by seeing some souvenir. If I carry about with me in my
heart the memory of my bleeding Saviour, it is much higher in the
order of affection than to carry about His picture. But if I proceed
to a nobler view, and see Him as God (not to be painted), becoming
man--see Him in all His life of tender compassion and lowly condescension, as well as in His agony in combating my mighty foe-and
yet higher still, in that view wherein I see Him bearing the wrath of
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men and devils, all for me; and yet higher still, in bearing the frown
and desertion of His God as my Substitute-jf I carry about this,
witb its associations in my heart, I do not think it would be a compliment
to offer me a cross to help to keep me in mind of His crucifixion.
This is looking at the subject in the faintest light in which it can be
seen. But let us never forget that Rome worships the cross and images
of saints, and Romanizers "bow down" to them. It is true there is
a dispute amongst Romish divines .as to the amount of worship to
be given. I bave shown that Aquinas says the cross ougbt to be
worshipped with "the same adoration we give to God. His reason is,
that to give any lower worship would infer something in the cross
itself, for the sake of which the worship is given, and this would
manifestly be creature worship. The council of Trent enjoins (Sess.
xxv.) worship of images" because the honour wbicb is shown unto
them is referred to the prototypes which they represent; in such wise
that by the images we kiss we adore Christ," etc. Now, on the authority
of a veracious and worthy clergyman, I may mention that a crucifix
was a few years ago rafiled for by Roman Catholics at Rathmines,
Dublin! These people thus being believers in the virtue of a crucifix,
must have rafiled their Saviour and their God!
In 1683, Imbert, prior of Gascony, was deprived because be taught
the people that worship was not to be given to the wood of the cross,
but only to Him"who hung upon the cross; an uproar was made, and
the prior was tried, condemned in costs, and deprived.
It is not generally known that an Act of Parliament was passed in
the reign of Elizabetb [Eliz. xiii., cap. ii., sec. vii.], forbidding to bring
crosses, agnus Dei, etc., into England on penalty of prmmunire.
A CROSS NOT A FIT SYMBOL OF THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. But
the image of the cross on which our Blessed Lord yielded up His spirit
can never be a fit emblem of Christianity. For the Christian religion
does not consist in merely thinking of Christ's sufferings; and if it did,
His sufferings by the cross, meaning thereby His physical pain, were
but a minor part of His real sufferings. All His life He was a Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief. Gethsemane witnessed a greater
agony than Calvary. "The sufferings endured by our Lord in the
first portion of His hour,". writes Dr. O'Sullivan, in his Donellan
Lectures, " were of two descriptions. In one, the agency of the grief is
hidden from us, and it is in its effects we are admonished of its fearful
intensity. In the other, the character and circumstances of the
sorrows are described, tbeir extreme severity rendered plainly
intelligible, and the sublime patience made known to us, which they
were unable to overcome or discompose. To this latter class belongs
the narrative of the betrayal, the judgment, and the death of our
Lord :-to the former, His agony in the garden. What InlOw we of
this mysterious trial? . . . What the processes were which caused
tribulation like this, we are not instructed. No human eye looked
upon them-God has not revealed them for our learning. The word
, agony.' is found but once in the New Testament, but once perhaps
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in the canonical Scriptures. It is not unmeet that an unexampled
sorrow shall have a peculiar name. But the name, as its construction
intimates, seems to imply more than sorrow. It suggests ideas of'
antagonism also-antagonism, it may be, of warring thoughtsantagonism, it may be, of personal competitors-and it suggests more·
over the prospect of a prize which abides the issue of the conflict. In
the Scripture narrative there' is nothing to forbid the thought that our
Lord, when' in an agony,' was conflicting with an adversary. . . .
How dreadful must the influences of the agony have been, from which
-as even from the tenor of this address we might imagine-the
sufferings in the judgment-h",1l and on Calvary were a deliverance
and relief! "
It is important we should here remember that our Lord's death was
not simply due to bodily pain or loss of blood by the cross. Before
the cross could do its work, His work of expiation wail, done. It was
the weight of our sins that crushed out His sweet life. "It has always
appeared, at least to my medical mind," says Dr. Simpson cf Edinburgh,
"that this view of the mode by which death was produced in the
human 'body of Christ, intensifies all our thoughts and ideas regarding
the immensity of the astounding sacrifice which He made for our
sinful race upon the cross. Nothing can possibly be more striking and
startling than the appalling and terrible passiveness with which God,
as Man, submitted for our sakes, His incarnate body to all the horrors
and tortures of the crucifixion. But our wonderment at the stupendous
sacrifice only increases when we reflect that, whilst thus enduring fo.r
our sins the most cruel and agonizing ferm of corporeal death, He was
ultimately 'slain,' not by the effects of the anguish of His corporeal
frame, but by the effects of the mightier anguish of His mind; the
fleshy walls of His hear~like the veil, as it were, in the temple of His
human body, becoming rent and riven, as for us 'He poured out His
soul unto deatr '-' the travail of His soul' in that awful hour thus
standing out as unspeakably bitterer and more dreadful than the
tmvail of His body."
THE CROSS PRE,CHRISTIAN AND BUDDHIST. I trust it has been
made plain to every reader of what I have felt led to write, that
the efficacy of the atonement through the merits and death of our
blessed Lord did not depend upon the mode of His death. But that
His death, in the matter of expiation for sin, would have been equally
precious and equally meritorious if it had been designed in the Divine
mind to have taken place in any other form. The only ceremonial
about the putting to death of our Redeemer necessary to the showing
Him legally" accursed" was the suspension of His dead body on a
tree, which would· have sufficed if it had been a straight pole, as was
frequently used. He might have been executed by stoning, and then,
in His case (for alleged blasphemy), devoted to utter destruction by
hanging on a tree. In Gal. iii. 13, where St. Paul is proving to the
J udaizers that Christ's sacrifice was our answer to the claims of a
broken law, that the law took effect on Him as our Substitute, and

,
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. He was thus the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth, proceeds to show that He was devoted to be " accursed of
God" for us, and manifested thus to the Jew; by His being uplifted
and hanged on a tree-" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every
one that hangeth on a tree." The observations on Deut. xxi. 23, and
quotation from Maimonides which I have already recorded, clearly
show that the hanging on a tree was a continuation or following
up of the execution, and that the actual death was, under the Jewish
regime, by another process.
It is true that Rome has so wondrously mystified and misrepresented
the whole nature of the atonement, as to substitute for the merits of
Christ's death the form itself in which He died. And it would thus,
to one educated upon a Romish model, be startling to announce that
the cross belonged to Buddhism before it became common to Romanism
and the Oriental apostasy. But so it is; long prior to Pagan Roman
times, and therefore to Christian times also, the cross was in use, and
in use too as a religious symbol. Perhaps it was from the frequent
use of it in the East that Constantine's mother, when Christianity
began to be fawned upon by the world, borrowed rather than" invented"
the cross. And so, in erecting some gorgeous temple for Christian use
in Constantinople, she could set aside the "offence," and hitherto
to the world opprobrions humiliation of the slave-death of Jesus, by
adopting the already consecrated ornament and symbol of a Buddhist
pagoda!
. Speaking of the Monolith (80 feet high) found in Carnac (Upper
Egypt), a celebrated modern antiquarian says, "The hieroglyphics
upon it represent the life-time of That, or Buddha, until you at last
see him enthroned in heaven at the top." "He seems," says Hamilton
describing these hieroglyphics, " to have been considered as a peculiar
favourite of heaven. He is frequently on his lmees, receiving from
Isis and Osiris, together with their blessing, the insignia of royalty.
The hawk is always flying above him. Two priests are performing
upon him the mysterious ceremony of pouring the cruces ansatas, or
crosses 'IJJi£h rings, over his head." The monogram of Osiris is a cross !
On a medal of one of the Ptolemies is to be seen an eagle conveying a
thunderbolt with the cross! The Pagodas of Benares and Mathura,
the two largest and most noted in India, are cruciformly built! In an
ancient, and no doubt pre-Christian city, discovered near Palenque,
(America), the cross was found sculptured amongst the ruins! The
Emperor Decius, one of the fiercest enemies to Christianity and
persecutors of the Christians,. had a cross on some of his medals!
." The Drnids," says Schedius (de Morib. German. xxiv.), "seek
studiously for an oak tree, large and handsome, growing up with two
principal arms in the form of a cross, beside the main stem upright. If
the two horizontal arms are not sufficiently adapted to the figure, they
fasten a cross beam to it. This tree they consecrate in this manner :upon the right branch they cut in the bark, in fair characters, the
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word HCEsus; upon the middle, or upright stem, J ARAMIS; upon the
left branch, BELENus; over this, above the going off of the alms,
they cut the name of God, THAu; under all, the same repeated, THAu."
It is supposed the Druids derived' their views originally from the ancient
Buddhists. Some of the early Christian fathers were astonished to
hear of and to see crosses in the East, which they knew must have
existed prior to Anno Domini; to them it was a difficulty which they
could not explain, and they solved it by attributing the work to the
arch-enemy of mal) and the father of lies!
.
And now one word on the crosier so much spoken of in the last year
or two. With respect to it, it is enough to say, "With the Egyptians
the staff of Bootes or Osiris is similar to the crosier of Roman Catholic
bishops, which terminated at the top with a cross." And Murdock, in
a note in Moshiem [Century IV.] writes, "The crosier, or bishop's staff,
was exactly of the form of the lituus, the chief ensign of the ancient
augurs." The augurs, he it remembered, although highly honoured
amongst the ancient Romans, had no more power to do what they
pretended to do than our modern gipsies, or a professional witch. Their
office" was to foretell future events, chiefly from the flight, chirping,
or feeding of birds (frequently chickens), and also from other
appearances."
I have thus shown that any ,cross you can wear is no relic of
Christ-that it is no fitting symbol of Christ's sufferings-and
that it is an emblem of ancient Buddhism as much as it is of
Romanism. Now let us ask, "Why is the cross used as an orna-.
ment ?" One statement made to me was this, "To me, one form
of ornament is not more significant than another." But this is not
a right feeling or sentiment. Suppose such a one were living in a
country of Buddhists, and where a proselytizing zeal had. suddenly
possessed them to set up a fashionable rage for wearing crosses in
divers designs, would it be right to give up your Christian protest
against Buddhist errors, and show an apparent acquiescence to their
false tenets by wearing the badge of their religion ?
In place of being a cross-wearer, he a cross·bearer. Take up your
daily cross, in whatever form it be, and follow Jesus. By meek submission to God's will, and by self-denial in things and passions forbidden,
exercise yourself to have a conscience void of offence. Tread in the
footsteps of Christ, and let your life be a written epistle of Him, known
and read of all men. Then I will venture to assert you will be no more
a heedless or a superstitious wearer of a cross. Your adorning will
not be that" outward adorning of wearing of gold," "but the hidden
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price."
IF sin had not entered, justice would not have punished, and mercy
would not ha'{e had anything to pardon. Hence some of the attributes
of God would never have been manifest.-J. Jenner.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.

"THINGS CONCERNING HlllsELF"-a New Year's Message by K. Ris the title of a precious booklet (London: W. Wileman, 55, Imperial
Buildings. Ludgate Circus, E.C.-one penny), to which the attention
.of our readers is specially directed. For circulation amongst God's
people, particularly for enclosing with correspondence, it is most
suitable, and we wish for it the widest distribution.--We ask continued prayer for tb" faithful Bisbop of Newcastle-Dr. Straton-in
his firm opposition to the work of tbe Romanizing Clergy in his diocese,
for his difficulties are many, and great grace is needed under the heavy
burden of his office. We are glad to note that the Bishop is receiving
many tokens of sympathy and encouragement from the Christian
public.--The Rev. W. Sykes, of Sheffield, continues to issue his
excellent tracts on the fundamental doctrines of revealed truth. As
has been well said of them by the English Churchman, they are" Scripturally sound, closely reasoned, and well-suited to correct the lax
teaching of Neo-Evangelicalism."--At the request of many friends,
the Rev. J. Ormiston is preparing a volume of Spiritual Articles on a
variety of doctrinal and experinlental topics-reprints of his contributions to the English Churchman. The volume is expected to appear
early in the year.--The Report of the late Clifton Conference has
been published by "The Carlyle Press, 52, Park Row, Bristol"price one shilling-of which a limited number of copies are still on hand.
--We sincerely regret to record the death of Mr. William Tuckwell,
who for upwards of forty years devotedly laboured as an agent. of the
"United Bristol Mission." Grace made him a bright and shining
light in the lowest districts of the City, and the poor, the sick, and the
dying will sorely miss his faithful ministrations. This Mission, which
is undenominational, and relies alone on the Spirit and the Word for
success, is in sore need of support. Donations may be sent to the
Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

WHEN Walsingham, a Secretary of State in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, arrived at old age, he retired to the country to end his days
in privacy. Some of his former gay companions came one day to
see him, and rallied him as being melancholy; his answer deserves
deep consideration: "No, I am not melancholy, but I am serious;
and it is very proper that we should be so. Ab! my friends, while
we laugh, everything is serious about us. God is serious, Who exercises
patience towards· us; Christ is serious, Who shed His atoning blood
for us. The Holy Ghost is serious, in· striving against the obstinacy
of our hearts. The Holy Scriptures are serious books; they present
to our thoughts the most serious concerns in all the world. The holy
sacraments represent very serious and awful matters. The whole
creation is serious. All in heaven are serious. All who are in hell
are serious! HowJ then, can we be gay and trifling 1 "

63

The Gospel Magazine.
JONAH.
(Reprinted

Irom,

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,

1849.)

WHAT a very remarkable confirmation there is'in the character of
Jonah that human nature is now the same as it ever has been. Rebellion
is bound up in the heart of a child; and enmity to the holy ways of
God marks the natural man from youth to hoary age. Jonah was
commanded by the Word of the Lord to go to Nineveh, and cry against
it; but J onah flees from the presence of the Lord to go to Tarshish ;
and in this rebellious act of Jonah, God displays His restraining and
His sovereign power. The winds and the seas obey Him, and come
forth with terrific and almighty impulse, to send the Lord's prophet
who, in a fit of rebellious unbelief, sought to flee from the presence of
bis God, back to bis place from whence he came. The Lord, the
mighty God of Jacob, will be obeyed; His purposes shall be accomplished, and by whatsoever hand or mouth He sees fit. It is in vain
to struggle against the Almighty. If Jonah be appointed to Gry
against Nineveh, he may attempt to flee to Tarshish, but the Lord
llleets him by the way, and by an imperative providence turns him back.
Jonah is still alive in the spirit. There are many sent with messages
to some Nineveh who will try to flee to Tarshish if all things do not
comport with their own mind and wills. At times the path is dark,
and the journey to Tarshish does not appear to be against the mind of
the Lord. But what a God of unerring wisdom has the Christian
believer for a guide. He thinks a providence directs him to Tarshishhe commences his journey-but he cannot proceed. The Lord speaks
by His providence, wbich says, Return; thou must yet preach to
Nineveh that I give thee. thou must deliver the message for which I
s~nt thee, nor shalt thou go to Tarshish unless I bid thee. How blessed
it is to fall into the hands of the Lord with, " Thy will, not mine, be
done," and not like Jonah to be "exceedingly displeased and very
angry." And now the Lord will display the power of His grace in the
heart; and tbe soul taugbt of God, and believing in the Lord as his
guide, will not, with testy Jonah, say, "I do well to be angry," but
bless and praise his heavenly Director. "And this God is our God
for ever and ever"; a Covenant God in Christ, by Whom and for
Whom all things were created. The God of creation is the God of
grace and eternal glory; the God of providence is the God of redemption; and when we mark His providential mercies, we conneet them
with" redeeming love," believing that all things are for the Elect's
sake-the eternal Head of the Church-all things are preserved lor
Him, as the Church is preserved in Him.
We are instructed by our rebellion and impatience to see more of
our wayward hearts, by which also the Lord shows us His irreversible
will and infinite sovereignty, by sending a worm to destroy our gourds,
that we may rest more exclusively under the shadow .of His own
Almighty wings, weaning us from every creature-prop, that we may
nestle more closely in the bosom of our adorable Jesus and living Lord.
AN OLD DISCIPLE.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE King proposes to open Parliament in person on the 29th of January.
The new Bishop of Chichester is the present Dean of Carlisle, Dr.
Ridgeway-whose views are of the Broad-High type. He is an active
social reformer. It is somewhat doubtful that he will inaugurate
a vigorous policy for the suppression of Ritualistic illegalities in the
many chtIIches of the diocese. The excesses carried on in some of
the Brighton churches amount to a national scandal.
The disturbed condition of Ireland has become extremely serious,
and when Parliament meets an important debate on the subject will
necessarily take place, when the incompetent action of the Government
for the suppression of c·rime ,vill be keenly criticised.
The Annual Universal Week of Prayer, organized by the Evangelical
Alliance, will begin on Lord's Day, January 5th, and conclude on
Saturday, the 11th. This excellent scheme to bring together all,
God's people at the 'common Mercy-seat has been in operation since
the year 1846. May the result of this world-wide appeal to the God
of the whole earth' be followed by a special outpouring of the Spirit of
Grace and Truth, and the vitalizing of faith in the Church at a time
of universal declension and abounding religious error.
The death' of King Oscar of Sweden removes from the Christian
sphere a distinct personality. The deceased Sovereign took a very
real interest in the maintenance of God's truth, not only among his
own subjects but also abroad, and the loss of his quiet, sincere support of Christian work will be felt among ourselves in England.

YE favoured few of Adam's fallen race,
Beloved, redeemed, renewed by sovereign grace,
Hold fast the truth, and keep this still in viewAbounding errors prove the Gospel true.
. May God the Spirit, by His sacred Word,
Increase your knowledge of your glorious Lord;
With all your .wants, to His rich fulness fly;
In all your weakness, on His strength rely;
His power shall keep, His truth shall guide your way,
Through clouds and darkness, to eternal day.-Anon.
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