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HOLY FELLOWSHIP.

" And Enoch walked with God alter he begat Methuselah three hundred
years."-GENEsIs v. 22.
No one by nature walks with GOD, or desires to walk in His ways.
All are "out of the way," going astray from the birth. " Two
cannot walk together except they be agreed," and fallen ADAM'S
race are at enmity with GOD-the GOD of holiness. There must
therefore be reconciliation between the rebel and the SOVEREIGNand that, moreover, established on righteousness, justice, and
truth-ere there can be fellowship between the CREATOR and His
creature. A new nature, too, must be given to man. He must be
born of GOD. He must "put on the new man, which after [or,
according to] GOD, is created in righteousness and true holiness"
(Eph. iv. 24). "That which is born of the SPIRIT is spirit" (John
iii. 6). Thus, the meritorious sacrifice of CHRIST for sin justifies
the person of the believing sinner before GOD, and the new-creation
work of the HOLY GHOST makes him capable of enjoying communion
with his MAKER in the beauty of holiness. Then, and not till
then, can a man" walk" with GOD. But then must be experienced
also a repeated cleansing of the conscience. For the "light" of
GOD'S countenance reveals sin. The feet need daily to be washed.
The goings of the believer are to be ordered by the sanctifying
Word. No concord between the all-holy ONE a.nd a defiled heart
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may be looked for. Hence access to the Mercy-seat is always
open to the approaches of faith and prayer. "If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness " (1 John i. 9). The LORD JESUS acts
as the GREAT HIGH PRIEST in this matter. Objectively, He is
our ADVOCATE with the FATHER, and, subjectively, He restores
our peace of mind and joy of heart. We stand constantly in need
of these offices of His grace, and He lovingly delights to discharge
them.
"I need Thee, precious JESUS!
For I am full of sin;
My soul is dark and guilty,
My heart is dead within;
I need the cleansing fountain,
Where I can always flee,
The blood of CHRIST most precious,
The sinner's pcrfect plea."
" If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another." That has been the secret of spiritual communion
between GOD and His dear children all through the ages. That
was the secret of ENOCH'S marvellous three hundred years' walk
with the LORD, before the Flood. Alas, that, with many of us
in these more favoured New Testament times to walk with GoD
for three hundred minutes is a rare experience! Yet we ardently
long for it. "A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand"
(Ps. lxxxiv. 10).
This holy walking, let us remember, is of faith, not of sight.
ENOCH, who lived in evil times, as we learn from the Epistle
of J ude, lived a life of separation and of faith in GOD, until his
deathless translation. Thus we read in the Epistle to the Hebrews:
" By faith ENOCH was translated that he should not see death;
and was not found, because GOD had translated him; for before
his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased GOD" (Heb.
xi. 5). ENOCH had power to stand against the evil abounding
in his day-that power was found in believing fellowship with
the living GOD. So saints to-day are made strong in the LORD,
and the power of His might, in proportion as they cleave to their
GOD, and seek to walk in the exemplary footsteps of CHRIST their
LEADER and COUNSELLOR. The fervent cry of each is: "Teach
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me Thy paths "-" Cause me to know the way wherein I should
walk "-" Order my steps in Thy Word "-" Hold up my goings
in Thy paths." And then comes the Covenant guidance snd
counsel: "Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is the way, walk ye in it" (Isa. xxx. 21). The wayfaring
follower of CHRIST, who humbly waits on Him for direction, never
fails to obtain it. It may tarry, but it is assuredly granted at
the appointed time. No doubt the believing patriarch, ENOCH, had
his full share of perplexities and difficulties-for he "was a man
subject to like passions as we are"-but his walk "pleased" the
LoRD, because it was one of faith. GOD and ENOCH were friends
indeed. Their relations were intimate and familiar. It has been
pointed out that the meaning of the Scripture at the head of this
" Portion" is not that GOD appeared to His servant in any visible
form and walked about with him from place to place, as one man
would with another. Yet, a little child, of whom the writer read
in a recently published book, penned by a minister of Christ, thought
so, and simply told the story accordingly. "She had been to
Sunday School, and when sbe came home her mothel asked h€'r
what she had learnt that day. She answered, Don't you know,
mother? we have been learnipg about a man who used to go for
walks with GOD. His name was ENOCH. He used to go for walks
with GOD. And, mother, one day they went for an extra long
walk, and they walked on, and on, and on, until GOD said to ENOCH,
, You are a long way from home; you would better just come in
and stay.' And he went in!" That simple child's beautiful
story of ENOCH had much spiritual truth in it. The figure of a
walk is often used in the Bible for a course of life-whether good or
bad. And we ourselves freely speak of a man's" walk" when we
mean his mode of living. ENOCH" walked with GOD": that is, his
mode of living was according to GOD'S holy mind and will. He
conversed with GOD by faith, and GOD was most present to faitheven more present spiritually than any object could be to the natural
eyes. As PETER has written: "Whom having not seen ye love;
in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Pet. 1. 8). Of the early
believers it is written in the Acts of the Apostles that" walking
in the fear of the LORD, and in the comfort of the_HOLY GHOST,"
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they prospered (Acts ix. 31). The walk with which the LORD is
" pleased" is that which is in His love-in His truth-in uprightness-in obedience-holiness. SOLOMON counsels: "Ponder the
path of thy feet" (Prov. iv. 26); and PAUL exhorts: "See that
ye walk circumspectly "-or, accurately, that is, in gracious accord
with the Word.
Here, on our heavenward way, we are liable to stumble, to backslide, to wander, and to fall; but by faith we are looking forward
to an unending walk with the LORD, in the white linen-which is
the righteousness of saints-where there will be no weariness, no
wanderings, no false steps to grieve our souls and shame our
countenances.
" Oh, we shall walk in holy white,
The foremost 'mid the throng;
And we shall strike the lyre of light,
And sing the LAMB'S sweet song.
" And we shall walk o'er fairer fields
Than time's pale summers spread,
While brighter flowers than Sharon yields
Spring fragrant 'neath our tread.
" And we shall walk beside the streams
In crystal calm that flow;
And joys, that now but dawn in dreams,
We then shall waking know.
" And we shall walk 'neath glory's light,
More radiant than the noonMore tender than a starry night,
And milder than the moon.
" And we shall walk where sailor stain
May never more defile;
Where holy hearts, entwined again,
Are free from guilt and guile.

l'

" For we shall walk with JESUS then,
Familiar, side by side,
That Fairest 'mong the sons of men;
And He shall be our GUIDE."

J

or

Oh, brethren in Christ, may these glorious anticipations fill OUI
souls with ever-increasing delight and satisfaction until they are
realized in the Land of Promise-which is not very far off !
THE EDITOR.
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STRANGERSHIP.
" Dearly beloved, I beseech you, as strangers and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul."-l PET. ii. 11.

IN the Oriental language of Holy Scripture, the world, through
which the redeemed people of God are passing on their way to
their heavenly home, is often spoken of as a wilderness. And such,
spiritually considered, it truly is. For it yields no fruit to meet
the needs of the soul, no bread to sustain the strength of that
" new man" which hungers and thirsts after God and the things
of God. On the contrary, it abounds with productions whose
nature is morally pernicious, hurtful to the health of the soul, and
calculated to inflict grievous injury on t,he spiritual life of God's
wayfaring people. It is in view of these deadly influences that
the Apostolic exhortation at the head of these" Notes" is addressed
to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. These characters are designated "strangers," for by the "new birth" they are estranged
from this present evil world, and by vocation they are also pilgrims
on journey to the New Jerusalem. These aspects of the Christian
vocation and character need to be kept in constant remembrance,
for, once they are overlooked, our spiritual enemies easily take
advantage of us, and we fall a ready prey to their sinister devices.
As strangers, we are warned against holding any fellowship and
entertaining any friendship with this present evil world. He who
entertains love towards the world has, to that extent, fallen from
the love of the Father. The language of the Word is explicit:
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in Him.
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereo£." "The friendship of the world is enmity with God; whosoever therefore will
be a friend of the world, is the enemy of God."
All men in this world are on the journey through life; but only
the true believer in Christ is on the journey to life eternal. The
Christian "stranger" has his affections set on things above, not
on things on the earth. His life is "hid" with Christ in God.
He finds earthly things impede his progress, and his aim, therefore,
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is to shake himself clear of them as much as possible. The cares
and snares of this life encumber the natural mind, and divert the
feet of the believer from pursuing the narrow way. His language
consequently finds expression in the inspired exhortation: "Let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth most easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
looking off unto Jesus, the author and finisher of faith." It is
when the eye of faith fixedly gazes upon the ascended and reigning
Son of God that the pathway of the just ceases to be weary and
painful, and the burden of the cross becomes tolerable and even
welcome. Oh, brethren, let us, as we enter upon a new year of
pilgrimage, seek to go forward more habitually in the" stranger
way" in ever closer communion with our adorable" Leader and
Commander," Who, as Son of Man, has Himself trodden the same
desert track, and therefore experimentally knows each footstep in it
-even to the last! "Follow Me" is His heart-cheering word. None
was ever such a stranger in the earth as was Jesus, the Son of Man.
He takes peculiar interest in solitary souls-those who travel
much alone. This fact is full of consolation, for very many of the
Lord's "stranger" people dwell "apart." We remember how
he appeared to the two disciples when, after His death, they walked
to Emmaus alone, in gloom and sadness. "And they talked
together of all those things which had happened. And it came
to pass, that while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus
Himself drew near, and went with them" (Luke xxiv. 14, 15).
He tenderly pitied them as they journeyed in sorrow of heart,
and determined to be an Interpreter for them-the " One among
a thousand." So He opened the Scriptures concerning Himself
to their opened understandings, until their hearts burned within
them and their heart-bitterness was turned into sweetness of holy
joy. How beautiful, too, His dealings with the young manborn blind-whom the Pharisees excommunicated because he
openly confessed his indebtedness to Jesus. The Scripture tells
us that when He heard the youthful confessor had been" cast out,"
He found him (John ix. 35). Yes, He knew where to find himin "a solitary way"-walking alone! And He gently guided
him into the truth more perfectly, and made of him a living
worshipper and witness. "And he said, Lord, I believe. And
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he worshipped Him." Solitary souls seem to afford the Lord Jcsus
spccial attraction-if wc may so speak-for His tenderncss, gentleness, and sympathy shine in thcir fullest glory when we find Him
dealing with lonely hearts. Look at His compassionate treatment
of the Samaritan woman at J acob's well; remember we also the case
of the poor sinning woman whom the Pharisees proudly condemned,
and whom Jesus refused to condemn; and again, let us not overlook the dealings of our compassionate Redeemer with the woman
of the city who watered His sacred feet with the tears of a broken
heart; and likewise her of Bethany whom His mistaken disciples
charged with uncharity because she lavished costly ointment on
the body of Him whom she supremely loved! "She hath done
what she could," was His tender word in approval of the solitary
love act of that solitary worshipper.
And He is all this in love, sympathy, and commiseration towards
His lonely disciples to-day. And next, it is His will that those whom
His free grace has estranged and separated from the world, and
its carnal mode of life, should walk accordingly. The habit and
pursuit of holiness are designed to become increasingly apparent
in the saints, for the only " light of the world" is the out-called
Church of God. Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ own a citizenship distinctly heavenly in character and privilege. They are
made free of that "no mean city" of which the Lord of Hosts is
the King. They live warily in their relations with the world through
which they are passing. John Bunyan's picture, in his immortal
allegory, of "Christian" publicly exhibited· in "Vanity Fair,"
is equally true to-day in the experience of all who " will live godly
in Christ Jesus." Christ's faithful followers are in our own times,
as they were in the days of the gracious Puritans, "men wondered
at." The offence of the cross has not yet ceased. To confess
that salvation is wholly of the unmerited, elective grace of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and is accordingly bestowed
upon "the chief" of guilty sinners, to-day involves its adherents
in a contemptuous charge of narrow-minded bigotry and oldfashioned, exploded, effete belief. But, be it so. The gracious
disciples of Christ prefer to be found in the narrow path, which
through the strait-difficult-gate leads infallibly into the
kingdom of glory, rather than to vainly attempt to enter by some
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other-any human-way. The rejection of God's grace-honouring
children by the" religious" world affords to them convincing proof
that they are His " peculiar people." Thus, Satan and his devices
are made subservient to the sovereign will of God, and darkness is
turned into light. Thus, too, a dividing line becomes apparent
between those who name the Name of Christ and do not depart
from iniquity, and those who have been taught by the Holy Spirit
and the Word to love His Name, and vigilantly, prayerfully seek
to flee from iniquity. The plague of his oWn heart is the constant
cross of the living child of God. That is what the Apostle refers
to when he speaks of "abstaining" from fleshly desires, or wills,
" which war against the soul."
Oh, that estrangement from self, sin, and the world may increasingly live and grow in us throughout the coming year, beloved
in Christ. So shall we adorn the doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and so shall our testimony be honoured by the Holy Spirit to the
glory of our heavenly Father.
The following precious lines, from the sanctified pen of the gifted
author of the versification of the sayings of the sainted Samuel
Rutherford, may, perhaps, suitably close these New Year" Notes."
The composition appears in Mrs. A. R. Cousins's published volume
of sacred poetry under the headline, "Blessed are the Home-sick,
for They shall Come Home." It breathes the genuine language
of the stranger in the earth, his disappointments and his hopes,
and proceeds:" The stranger land is lovely,
But still it looks strange;
Its skies are fair and smiling,
But swiftly they change:
Its morning dew is fleeting,
Its fiery noon kills,
Its suns haste toward their setting
Behind the dark hills.
Its moonlight sheds a sorrow,
Its star-beams shine cold;
And the pilgrim feels a pining
That ne'er may be told:
Crying, Oh, for my country ! How long must I roam?
Now blessed are the home-sick,
For they shall come Home!
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"The stranger land hath roses,
But faint is their breath,
And feverish their glowing:
They die a pale death.
The thorns are thickly planted,
Each bud hides a worm,
And the freshest, fairest clusters
Are strewn 'neath the storm.
And many a flower doth wither
While yet in the fold,
And the pilgrim feels a pining
That ne'er may be told:
Ctying, Oh, for my country,Its breath and its bloom!
Now blessed are the home-sick,
For they shall come Home!
" The stranger land hath summers
That ripen and shine;
It hath sheaves of the valley,
And fruits of the vine.
But the glory swift departeth,
The light will not last,
The summer soon is endedThe harvest soon past.
A drought is on the beauty,
It dims and grows old,
And the pilgrim feels a pining
That ne'er may be told:
Crying, Oh, for my country,The land without the tomb!
Now blessed are the home-sick,
For they shall come Home!
"The stranger land hath fond hearts,
That beat and that burn,Soft bosoms o'er their treasure
That doat and that yearn;
But their longing, still defeated,
Must evermore crave,
And love is oft'nest seated
Beside a green grave.
And bootless is all bright store
Of glory and gold,
And the pilgrim feels a pining
That ne'er may be told:
Crying, Oh, for my country,
Beyond the death-doom !Now blessed are the home-sick,
For they shall come Home!

9
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llhlgttm 18 apetf.i.
WELLSPRINGS.

" But my horn shalt Thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be
anointed with fresh oil."-PsALM xcii. 10.
How refreshing to a dry and thirsty land is the dropping of the rain
from heaven! How welcome is the dew upon the parched vegetation!
How kindly are the shadows of the evening, "the cool of the day,"
after long hours of heat and toil! How gracious is the promise to
God's spiritual Israel, "in the days of famine they shall be satisfied."
Our text points to something of this. David, like all the Lord's people,
passed through a very varied experience. He was ofttimes hungry,
thirsty, panting. weary-as a sparrow alone; as a partridge driven
hither and thither upon the mountains; going "from strength to
strength"; then uplifted. so that his feet were as hind's feet for
swiftness and agility, and then following "hard after Thee." Changed
from company to company. Glad in the sanctuary, and now a fugitive
in a cave. Cast down, and then singing the high praises of his God.
In the depths of affliction, and again in the heights of joy. Sorrowing
in loss of the apprehension of His love, and again telling of restoring
mercies. And so it is with all of our King David's followers. The
unstrung harp is strung afresh; the noise of battle is succeeded by the
victor's song. The pilgrim staff, now so in need to-day, seems near to
be disca.rded on the morrow with Canaan's land in view. Rough winds
and contrary waves to-day may see the experience of an all but unruffled
calm a few hours hence. It is just this. The smiling of His Face and
Presence brings Heaven's peace; whilst His absence, or the loss in us
to apprehend Him, means hell to our souls. But our confidence is that
in Him is no change nor variableness. Our walk and circumstances may vary every hour: darkness and light; hope and dismay;
fear and trust; peace and conflict. These alternate in the believers'
breast. But let our little vessel be ever so tempest-tossed; or, again,
wafted by some peaceful gale into a smooth haven, our Father is
at the helm, and all is under His sovereign control. How sweetly did
the immortal Toplady encourage his fellow-travellers thus :"When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His Name.
Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His lovingkindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul.
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" Or should the surges rise,
And peace delay to come;
Blest is the sorrow, kind the storm,
That drives us nearer Home.
The people of His choice
He will not cast away;
Yet do not always here expect
On Tabor's Mount to stay.
"No wonder when His love
Pervades your kindling breast,
You wish for ever to retain
The heart-transporting guest.
Yet learn in ev'ry state
To make His will your own ;
And when the joys of sense depart,
To walk by faith alone.
" By anxious fear depressed,
When from the deep, ye mourn,
'Lord, Why so hasty to depart,
So tedious to return ? '
Still on His plighted love
At all events rely;
The very hidings of His face
Shall train thee up to joy.

..I'
:l,

" Tarry His leisure, then,
Although He seem to stay;
A moment's intercourse with Him
Shall all thy griefs o'er-pay.
Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see! "
Thus, a varied experience seems to have been David's III the Psalm
before us. He opens it with a note of praise. And, oh ! child of God,
do seek grace to praise Him in your darkest moments. When afRiction
and trial abound, may He help you to take your harp from the willows
and tune it to His praise. When all things appear most crooked and
against you (the writer has ofttimes proved it a beneficial and recovering remedy), remind Him of His past mercies; tell Him how" Thou
hast been my help"; recall His wondrous deliverances in the past;
recount His favours, and speak well of His dear Name to others, even
whilst your sun is hidden behind the cloud-and thus expect again a
fulfilment of all He has promised, for"Can He have taught me to trust in His Name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame? "
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No, never! "He hateth putting away" is a strong word, and it
belongs to the strong God. So that David says in our Psalm, "When
the wicked spring as the grass, and when the workers of iniquity
do flourish, it is that they shall be destroyed for ever: but Thou, Lord,
art most high for evermore." And, again, he speaks in contrast:
"For, 10, Thine enemies, 0 Lord, for 10, Thine enemies shall perish;
all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered; but my horn shalt Thou
exalt like the horn of an unicorn; I shall be anointed with fresh oil."
He looks beyond the present scene, to the PromiseI' Himself, Who will
come above it, and raise His afflicted servant's head "above all his
enemies."
.
There is always a gracious but to overcome the but of our unbelief.
"They prevented me in the day of my calamity, but the Lord was
my stay." And again, while the heavens, says David, shall wax old,
perish, and as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they shall be
changed, "But Thou art the same, and Thy years shall have no end."
Man's days are as the grass that witheretll, " But the mercy of the
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting."
Thus the Lord exalts the heads of His dear, suffering, tried, and
tempted children; and gives faith to sing in spite of all the various
enemies, lively, strong, and many though they be. "But my horn
shalt Thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn." The horn may have
reference to the strength and greatness of David's kingdom. He was
exalted greatly, and flourished above his enemies; for the Lord made
the house of David to "wax stronger and stronger." "And David
went on and grew great, and the Lord of hosts was ,vith him."
It may also apply to the Messiah Who came of the Royal tribe, and
was raised in David's line, according to Divinc promise: "There will I
make the horn of David to bud; I have ordained a lamp for mine
anointed." And of Whom" Zacharias did prophesy, saying, Blessed
be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His
people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of
His servant David." Then, was not David's horn exalted, indeed, in
Jesus ! Well might his soul make her boast in the Lord, and call " the
humble to hear thereof and be glad."
Thus, though David may primarily refer to this, yet all God's
children may say, too, that their horn is exalted. Hannah could say
of it, " The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich; He bringeth low and
lifteth up." "He shall exalt the horn of His anointed." And the
wnter of the eighty-ninth Psalm could also say, "For Thou art the
glory of their strength; and in Thy favour our horn shall be exalted."
So that meanwhile, though oft cast down, David and all David's
followers could and can say, " But my horn shalt Thou exalt like the
horn of an unicorn." Various are the opinions as to what animal is
designated the unicorn; but from Scriptural quotations where this
creature is referred to, we gather it was one of great strength. In
Balaam's parable we read, "God brought them out of Egypt; He has
as it were the strength of an unicorn." And Job asks, " Canst Thou
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bind the unicorn with his hand in the furrow?" His horn, differing
from that of other creatures, was erect, and this simile the Psalmist
uses in speaking of the exaltation alone found in his God. He may
also refer to another horn not wholly figurative-the horn worn by
kings and great men and victors on the day of their victory, when in
their rejoicing they were anointed with new, fresh, sweet oil. David
was three times anointed to his office. He was anointed by Divine
command and choice when Samuel was told to "arise and anoint
him, for this is he." He was again anointed when the men of Judah
made him their king, and again by the tribes of Israel.
It was the ordained mode of consecration, and distinctly under
Divine authority. Priests were anointed to their priestly, and kings
to their kingly, office-as also prophets to their prophetical calling.
Anointing the head was likewise a sign of joy and happiness. "Thou
anointest my head with oil, my cup runneth over," sang the Psalmist.
And Solomon wrote, " Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink
thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. Let
thy garments be alway white, and let thy head lack no ointment."
While, again, some have suggested it was a daily custom, by Naomi's
instruction to Ruth: " Wash thyself, therefore, and anoint thee, and
put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down." Be that as it
may, it teaches us-and, beloved, we know it full well,-we need
the daily anointing! the fresh application, the constant renewal.
Oh ! how gratefully the soul goes out after that Divine Person Whose
blessed character is in His Name, that of Restorer! How comforting
to the soul when cast down (mark, not cast off), to whisper the words,
" Thou hast restored my souL" Thou hast done it in the past. I look
to Thee now again to fulfil Thine office, and to " restore unto me the
joy of Thy salvation." What a sweet word in its saving application! Do we not sing in truthful experience :"When comforts are declining,
He grants the soul again
A season of clear shining,
To cheer it after rain " ?
Whence comes your and my anointing, dear reader, but from our
Anointed One ~ Christ, the Anointed of the Father, was exalted
Prince and Saviour, to bestow the gifts of His anointing. He loves to
dispense His favours thus. Nothing delights the heart of Jesus more
than to be giving forth to His favoured ransomed people His Kingly
gifts, and see them Christed, anointed in Himself. " Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is," He declares, "for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head,
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard; that went down
to the skirts of his garments. As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew
that descended upon the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore." What a lovely picture
of Christ and His members; the Great High Priest and His priested,

l
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consecrated, Chmted ones! It is there, in the midst of Hu~ Church,
that He declares He will " sing praises."
Have you and I this anointing, beloved reader? Do we know what
it is to have a personal, saving interest in these gifts and graces? Oh!
the unction, dew, and blessing of the Holy One! How it marks us off,
or should mark us, if thus consecrated, set apart, holy. Beloved,
these truths are more deeply impressed as the years roll by. "What
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and
godliness"! Are we separate enough? Is the line of demarkation
distinctly observable to those around us? Do we get enough of the
world's frowns? Does the world stand aloof from us, as it will do if we
are walking that separate path, in fellowship and communion with our
Unseen Friend? Alas! for conformity to the world! Too much of it
there is in these days of refinement and ease. Too little is heeded the
command so graciously coupled with the Promise, "Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty." Free from contamination! Walking circumspectly, and
" hating even the garment spotted by the flesh." Oh! it is a point
one longs to come at! There should be in us increasing solemnity;
soberness in watching; a more chastened manner, which evidences
our position here as "strangers and pilgrims," as "confessed" in
our conduct through it. The children of God have their sorrows, and
they are not a few. Some of us have many a scar left us from the
battle-field.
The" great fight of affiictions " increases, and the time-worn soldier
recognises the Divinely-given command to take unto him "the
whole armour of God" as more than ever necessary. One sometimes
wonders where the scene will end, and in the spirit of one now above
all storms and conflict :" Lord. take me o'er the waters,
Has been my loud demand ;
Take me to Love's own country,
Unto Immanuel's land."
But the day is dawning when we shall be brought forth hyper-" more
than "-conquerors. And in that day the enemy, and every enemy
that has impeded our progress, " shall be silent in darkness," and the
wrestling man shall prevail, and the worm Jacob shall be renamed" a
Prince with God." Meanwhile, if one may speak for others, the only
place where one seems to live is at the Mercy-seat! Confession of sin and
washing are our habitual need. For, if unconfessed, sin is a burden on
the conscience too heavy to be borne; and, confessed, there is the
precious all-prevailing blood to wash away the sin. But we sin again.
We are always sinning. So, likewise, the precious blood is a present
redemption; and thus, day by day, a guilty conscience is cleansed,
renewed, sanctified.
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Coming is the day when "sin shall cease and death shall die" !
One's heart leaps at the very thought of it! With this joyous
anticipation, dear child of God, ":fix thine eye on coming glory.
Slight the things that now are seen," and, meanwhile, amid thy
darkest moments, count upon the faithfulness of thy God, Who has
blessed up to this momcnt, and seek grace and faith to sing as thou
waitest for His coming to " see you again": "But my horn shalt Thou
exalt like the horn of an unicol'll; I shall be anointed with fresh oil."

R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
THE BUTLER'S DREAM (GENESIS xl.).
WHEN" the dew" rests upon Joseph's history, " the deep that coucheth
beneath" glistens with light to the understanding and blessing to the
soul. Thus the wonderful dream of the butler is seen to have its
enlarged fulfilment in the dying thief's experience. Doubtless, Joseph
typified our Lord, "numbered with the transgressors," the butler, the
saved malefactor, and the baker the other thief. Joseph noticed their
countenances, perplexed, as they were, with the impression that their
future was forecast. 0 Thou loving, tender Visitor of Thy prisoners
in ward, dost Thou not also care when they are sad? Thus, Joseph,
forgetful of himself, seeks to alleviate their sadness. Not a word of
his own dreams now. "We have dreamed," say they, "and there is
no interpreter." Joseph replies, "Do not interpretations belong to
God? Tell me them, I pray." Surely, he had waited long in faith
and patience for an interpreter of his own. "The Word of the Lord
tried him." And it must have further tried him that he could truly
solve others; while his own had seemed signally to fail-yct by faith
Joseph lived. "And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph. In
my dream, behold, a vine was before me, and in the vine were three
branches, and it was as though it budded and her blossoms shot forth,
and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes." After perusing
this portion, one of those interpretations which belong to God was
given by " the dew" of the Spirit's influence falling upon it while in
prayer for Divine teaching. This man, in his dream, was occupied
with God's work.
" The Living Vine "-he is a wonderful type of the thief on the cross,
secn to be a living branch in the Vine. It budded-the work of the
Spirit upon the heart of that sinner put forth buds-conviction, confession of sin, and the justice of all he suffered for it. "The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom." That is a bud; so he said to his
fellow-transgressor, with whom he had been railing against Jesus, till
sudden sovereign grace changed the heart of the hardened rebel into
a humble suppliant, " Dost not thou fear God ? " as if he had said,
" I do, seeing we are in the same condemnation; but we, indeed,
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justly "-how clear his confession of guilt,-" for we receive the du
rewa,rd of our deeds." See how he felt his dea th to be the wages of sin!
Buddings of true repentance are here. Then follow blossom~
which" shot forth." "This man hath done nothing amiss." Grand
and beautiful this flower of grace bursting forth, as it acknowledges
His perfection. The innocent Sufferer, the tenderly compassionate,
unselfish Sacrifice, offering up Himself !
" Now the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes." See! here
is the only one in all the world created by Him, or new created,
to acknowledge His majesty in that sublimely solemn moment, the
very meridian hour of time, when the greatest transaction ever
chronicled was taking place! Is there no favoured John, nor privileged
disciple, nor woman who loved Him, nor healed one, or one raised to
life again, to acknowledge Him Lord, to the glory of God the Father,
but this poor malefactor? None to offer a petition to the King about
to receive His kingdom-none to own Him to be God, equal object of
worship with the Father!
Here is another ripe grape, the worship of that one heart. I believe
heaven was" silent" that it might outring every other sound. None
but He Who heard and beheld the heart's juice poured forth in that
petition can tell how sweet that cry was in His ear, or how luscious
to His thirst, that of the living Vine, of His own sufferings.
He was seeing of the travail of His soul, and being satisfied with it.
" Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom." Here was
yet another ripe grape, for all the fruit of the Spirit seem to be brought
forth in this cluster of rich experience. "Faith," piercing the darkened
sky and all the gloom of the cross, agony, and death, beholds Him
King coming to the kingdom.
Here was a coronation taking place, the crown of sovereign redeeming
love was being placed upon Christ's head, His gracious, adorable brow in
that moment of deepest humiliation wearing the crown of thorns.
Yet here was the last, one would have expected, to have bestowed such
upon Him, to be the first to crown the crucified Saviour as his King,
Redeemer, and Lord.
One's soul melts to think of it; and how this man pressed the juice
of the grapes, these ripe grapes (for there is nothing sour about them),
and handed them up to his King! Is he not "Cupbearer" to the
King for evermore 1 Has he not handed the cup to many a dying
member of His body, so that it shall in no wise lose its reward, for
" Inasmuch as ye did it to one of the least of these, ye did it unto Me " 1
The butler in his dream is occupied with God's Vine and His Produce,
handing it to his King. The baker's busy thoughts are of his own
handiwork, what he can compose, what he mixes, kneads and bakes,
hot from earth's ovens; and the fowls of the air eat his doings, and his
head is lifted up to shame-like the other thief, only railing on the lnng
to the last. Solemnly, the two characters stand out. God'lt
sovereignty is shown, and also glimpses of how just will be his scntenee,
for he dies despising the Son of God and putting Him to open shame.
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The other who was" crucified with Christ," " confessed Him before
men." A loving defence of His glorious character evidences the Spirit's
fruit-love, long-suffering in his bearing the" due reward" of his deeds
-meekness, owning his sentence just-gentleness in his tone of reproof to
the other-goodness in all his expressions, and temperance in his language to his fellow-sinner, while joy and peace in believing must have flowed
out in rich ripeness when he heard the gracious response, "Verily I say
unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." A ripe cluster!
One marvels how very mellow and ripe it became so quickly. The sun
was darkened on earth, and all the beams of the Sun of Righteousness
seem concentrated on Him at that moment. No wonder the cluster
was fully ripe! It was to be fruit of the vine to thousands, and be
tasted anew in our Father's kingdom. Can we hesitate as to " joy"
being a rich fruit brought forth here? Who that know the joy of
answered prayer for forgiveness, or sweet-sealed response to say to the
soul, "I am thy salvation," can doubt? Yet to understand what a
mature grape that one was, so full, so delicious, the sudden transition from
death to life, from shame to glory, involved in the Promise, " To-day
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise," must be experienced to estimate
its value. He had" full assurance of faith," making not ashamed,
because the love of his dying Saviour was shed abroad in his heart; the
full assurance of understanding, of a place in the Kingdom and its
blessedness, Paradise regained, crowned with the assurance of being" for
ever with the Lord." "With Me, where I am, to behold My glory."
" The clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes." What soul does
not long to taste them too, and to be the King's cupbearer, pressing
the grapes into His cup, to whom be all the fulness rendered evermore?
[From The Remembrancer.]

MARY.

THE duty of a pastor is to feed; of a steward to provide. This
requires good heed: Acts xx. 28, " Take heed to all the flock, to feed
the Church of God." That is not food which is not proper for nourishment. Taste the Word first yourself, which you distribute to others.
A sermon, be it ever so well studied, is never well preached till it is
preached to our own souls. Present sense, experience, digestion,
enjoyment put a glow into our word, and a relish into our doctrine,
which can never be mimicked by industry or art. "The land," said
the spies of old, " which we passed through to search it, if> an exceeding
good land" (Num. xiv. 7). Let name, and grace, and spirit, and love
of Christ, whose servant you are, triumph in every sermon: recommend
Him to your people, as a sanctuary to protect them; as a propitiation,
to reconcile them; a treasure, to enrich them; an advocate, to present
their persons and services unto God: as wisdom, to counsel; as
righteousness, to justify; as sanctification, to renew; as redemption,
to save; as an inexhausted fountain of pardon, grace, comfort, victory,
glory. This is food: "I am the bread of life." Feed the household.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. WALTER ·BROOKE.

INTRODUCTION.
As readers have known since the year 1766, when the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
was originated, this publication is not concerned with the narrow
bounds of religious Denominationalism. Ever since its pages were
edited, in the eighteenth century, by the Rev. Montague Topladywhose immortal hymn-" Rock of Ages, cleft for me "-first saw the
light in this Magazine-" Love the brotherhood" has been its guiding
motto. The Apostolic prayer, " Grace be with all them that love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity" is to-day, as hitherto, the spirit in
which the MAGAZINE sets out on its monthly mission. Accordingly,
our New Year's issue publishes the Portrait, with a brief life-sketch,
, of the Rev. WALTER BROOKE, the gracious 'Pastor of the congregation
'lJ"'vJ"l worshipping at Erovidence Chapel, Croydon. We are indebted to
God's servant for the particulars of the way by which he has been
divinely led. In illustration of the spirit in which our brother seeks
'1"C1f' to rightly divide the Word of God to the flock whom he shepherds,
we call attention to a volume of his sermons which has just been
published (2s. 6d.) by the well-known firm of Farncombe and Son
(30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.). These discriminating
discourses are prefaced by a justly commendatory article from the
pen of the venerable and revered Mr. Hazelrigg, of Leicester. We add
our subscription to what Mr. Hazelrigg says.

I

t/:. }

MR. BROOKE'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY.
I WAS born in the village of Old Sodbury, Gloucestershire, on January
20th, 1863. This village adjoins the parish of Little Sodbury, notable
as being the residence of the eminent Reformer and translator,
William Tyndale. My parents and grandparents were lovers of the
blessed truths of God's sovereign grace. And I can well recollect how
I used to sit as a little boy and listen to godly men talking with my
parents at the fireside, of God's dealings with their souls. And in
those days I used to think that if there was true religion in the world,
these persons possessed it. I grew up, notwithstanding the influence
of godly precept and example, a wilful child often disobedient to my
parents, picturing to myself the pleasure of having my own way
in the world. Many checks of conscience I realized, which sometimes
produced a resolve to seek after God and attend to His Word. But
alas, these creature efforts could not lift me above my fallen, natural
alienated state. One of my first spiritual convictions was realized
while listening to the solemn preaching of my grandfather. After
some little time spent in seeking the mercy of God, I was terribly assailed
by Satan, who injected blasphemous thoughts into my mind. Then he
turned upon me as an accuser, and persuaded me that I had committed
the unpardonable sin. This fear was so terrible that I felt to be in
despair, and the more I tried to pray against the temptation the more
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I realized its terrible power. One Lord's Day evening particularly, I
remember, I was reading Bunyan's Grace Abounding, when I came
to the description of his temptation to "sell Christ:' Immediately
a horror of darkness fell upon me, for my peculiar besetment seemed
to me much worse than that of Bunyan. And I thought, " If he was
saved so as by fire, I mllst for ever sink, because the blasphemy that
rang in my mind was so much more terrible." For a season I
gave up all thought of seeking God's favour, and concluded the best
thing for such a T('probate was to go through this present life as quietly
as I could, and scek to enjoy as much as possible the providential
blessings I posscssed. And, singular to rclate, as I lapsed into this
backsliding state my grievous temptation ceased to trouble me. But
in the midst of worldly thoughts and pursuits the consciousness of a
never-ending cternity, the reality of death, and a guilty soul exposed
to God's just anger would cause the" sentence of death" to be realized
in my spirit. And words such as these: "There is no peace, saith my
God, to the wicked," would at times bring me to a standstill. I can,
in reference to those days of bondage and terror, adopt the language
of the Prophet, "Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the
wormwood and the gall, my soul hath them still in remembrance and
is humbled in me." In God's good time a little hope was imparted,
and as I sought once more for the evidences of His favour, I found that
my former temptation had lost its terrible violence. Spiritual desires
predominated over worldly inclinations, a love to the people of God
drew me into their company, and presently I felt a sweet satisfaction
that the Lord had begun a good work of grace in my soul. About this
time I was much humbled and broken in my spirit while singing, during
Divine service, Gadsby's hymn, commencing :" Endless blessings on the Lamb,
Broken hearts repeat the same;
His dear heart was broken too,
When He bore the curse for you.
The ministry of the late Mr. J. Spencer, of Providence Chapel, Bath,
was at this period of my life made useful in encouraging and leading
me into some establishment of hope in the mercy of God, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Once particularly I was sent on
my way rejoicing after hearing a sermon from the words of the Psalmist,
" The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be
bowed down." Truly, the Word of God was precious in those days.
When deeply exercised respecting making a public profession of my
faith in Christ, I retired one Lord's Day morning for private devotion,
when I trust I received a sweet visitation from God, and the promise
contained in Isa. xlv. 2-4 was made "sweeter than honey" to my
spirit. This produced such loving gratitude that I was constrained
to go forward and unite myself to the church worshipping at Provi·
dence Chapel, Bath. It has been my privilege after the interval of
several years to meet. with my friends there, and to preach the Word
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of Life among them. For about eight years my mind was much
exercised respecting the work of the ministry. Often I feared that pride
was prompting me, which led to great searchings of heart, and prayer
that I might never be left to presume in so sacred a matter. However,
some of my godly friends were persuaded that God had designed me for
the work of the ministry, and in the month of January, 1887, I received
an invitation to preach at the Strict Baptist Chapel in my native
village, and in "weakness, fear, and much trembling" I ventured to
respond, my first text being Luke ix. 34. This led to invitations from
other places, as Marshfield, West Kington, Bradenstoke, Bathford,
Cheltenham, etc. In 1889 I received a unanimous call from the
friends at Providence Chapel, Cheltenham, to take the Pastoral oversight. This, after prayerful consideration, I felt constrained to accept.
Here I laboured for about nine years. During which time I was
happily married, and two dear children were born to me. In 1896 I
was called upon to endure deep affliction, which culminated in the
death of my dear wife in February, 1897. At this time of crushing
sorrow the prayerful and practical sympathy of my esteemed friend,
Rev. J. E. Walker, was made a comfort to me. He kindly committed
the body of my wife to the grave in Prestbury Cemetery, in sure and
certain hope of a glorious resurrection. The love manifested at this
time by the Lord's people at Cheltenham and other places to me for
the truth's sake was indeed consoling and strengthening. In 1899 I
responded to an invitation from Zoar Baptist Chapel, Cardiff, to become
their Pastor, and it was my privilege to leave Cheltenham with many
tokens of Christian affection and the earnest prayers of my friends
that God's blessing might attend me. My pastoral labours in Cardiff
extended over eight years, and many encouraging proofs were granted
me that my labour was not in vain in the Lord. Many happy times
of liberty were given me in preaching the Gospel of Christ. But some
of my valued hearers possessed the conviction that possibly a larger
field of usefulness might be opened to me. In October, 1904, my first
visit was made to the church at West Street, ~on, and as the
result of this visit a warm feeling oI"imichment was manifested to
my ministry. After a few subsequent visits I received a cordial
invitation to supply the pulpit, with a view to settlement as the Pastor.
After prayerful deliberation with my esteemed friends at Cardiff, we
came to the conclusion that the hand of the Lord was in this matter.
I feel I was peculiarly favoured at this important period of my history.
My mind was kept in quietness waiting for God, and the love manifested
by my Cardiff friends, together with their earnest cries to the Lord to
go before me during the remaining months of my sojourn among them,
often encouraged me amid· my trials and exercises. I was favoured
to leave Cardiff amid warm manifestations of true Christian affection,
and it is with pleasure I still look forward to occasional visits to my
good friends there. My pastoral labours in Croydon commenced on
January 6th, 1907. and I trust we have been enabled to realize the
approbation of the Lord resting upon our union and fellowship in the

The Gospel Magazine.

21

Gospel. I feel I have around me many godly, earnest praying Bouls,
who love the truth of our Covenant God, and who long to know it in
its power and reality. My path has been a chequered, changing one.
It has pleased God to exercise me with many afflictions and distresses;
but amid all my sinkings and fears He has indeed supported and
comforted me. And my desire is to testify of His lovingkindness and
of His faithfulness to His eternal Word of Promise. The days grow
dark, unbelief and presumption stalk through our highly-favoured
land. To witness for the Truth of God amid the prevalence of error
needs ml1ch grace and strength; but the "love of the truth" is a
safeguard amid the siren voices of deception. May it be ours to receive
the inward witness of the Holy Spirit, that we may more closely cleave
to Him who is "the Way, the Truth, and the Life."
ON THE READING OF THE BIBLE.

By THE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A.
ONE of the first things to be noticed and expt'cted is the actual fulfilling
of the promises to this day, namely, that the holy Spirit is still in the
Word: He works in it and by it. He makes it at present, as much as
He ever did, the great ordinance of God unto salvation, as you may
observe in Isa. lix. 20, 21; hence it is called the ministration of the
Spirit, because in it He holds forth Jesus Christ to be the Almighty
Saviour: and whomsoever He calls by it to come to the Saviour, He
make!! His call to them effeCtual. They receiYe the Spirit, by the
hearing of the Word, as Gal. iii. 2.
May the good Spirit keep us in the use of means, but entirely dependent upon Him in the use of them. Thanks be to Him, that in this
frame of mind I have once more gone through His Word-settled and
grounded more steadfastly than ever before; thftt the Word of God
may be made useful to me; only by the Spirit of God. The next thing
that engaged my attention, was the divine and infallible truth of the
holy Scriptures, of which I have been convinced with all the riches of
the full assurance of understanding. Our Lord said in His last prayer,
"Father, Thy Word is tmth." And I say the same. I have set my
seal to It on this last reading: every line, every word is according to the
mind of the infinitely-wise God. It is His revealed will; and it discovers to us objects in God''! light, as He sees them-whereby the Holy
SpIrit renews us III true knowledge, after the image of Him that created
us: He brings our understanding to submit to be informed by His
unerring word. Whatever it reveals of J ehovah, of the three persons
in Jehovah, of the God-man, of His salvation, of the way of receiving
the benefit of it in time and in eternity; He has made me willing to
live in entire subjection to its teaching. My constant enquiry is, What
it reveals. Not why? I study to know it, not as a metaphysician,
but as a Christian. I seek, not so mnch to comprehend it, as to believe
it. Nothing appears to me more reasonable, than that my reason
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should submit to God's reason: and therefore I am kept praying for
divine grace, to make HIS Word, like the light of the sun, clear in my
head, and fruitful in my heart. My dear friend, let me recommend to
you thIS method of reading your Bible. Ever take it up as the oracles
of God, the infallible standard of truth.' The abiding persuasion of
this will save you a great deal of trouble, and will bring you in vast
profit. You will not have much occasion to consult authors, or to
spend your time in perusing many books. If you take up your Bible
with a settled conviction that it is the truth of God, and that it has
the stamp of divine authority, this will be the means of your understanding more of the Scriptures than all the comments in the world
could give you: because your mmd, having received the impression of
divine truth, is now disposed to receive the impressions of divine
power; which is another matchless excellency of the Word of God.
The Spirit of God still works in it, and by it; as in the first creation,
so in the new creation, He does all by His Almighty fiat. He speaks,
and it is done; He commands, and is obeyed. His, is a creating word;
He calls, and the dead hear. It is a life-giving word. He follows the
call, and the quickened sinner believes; faith comes by heanng, and
hearing by the Word of God; and this faith is as great a demonstration
of divine power, as raising Christ from the dead was; as you may see
Eph. i. 19,20, etc. Then He puts His Word into the inward parts, and
the believer is enabled to feed upon it, and so be nourished thereby,
even up unto life everlasting; so that he often says to his Lord Jesus,
"Lord, to whom shall I go? Thou hast the words of eternal life."
This divine efficacy of the Scriptures is the principal thing by which
God magnifies His Word above all His name. He has made it His
ordinance, like the fixed laws of nature, by which He still keeps up
intercourse ard communion between Himself and His people, and
gives them to see and to enjoy His perfections. His Spirit makes it
effectual to begin, and to carry on fellowship with the Father and the
Son. And thus He is daily magnifying it by realizing the promises,
and putting believers into possession of the graces and blessings promised in it. So that it is to this hour, the mighty power of God, as
truly as when He spake the world into being; as effectual as when He
said, "Lazarus, come forth." My dear friend, may you and I feel it
more, still more; may we live happy partakers of its influence, t nd
whenever we hear it, read it, or meditate upon it, may we get fresh
experience of the power of God in His Word; which will bring us
another blessing peculiar to the Scriptures: by ac1mowledging them
to be the truth of God, and finding them to be the power of God, we
shall come to experience their divine sweetness.
It is by continual dependence on the teaching of the Spirit, in and
by the Word, and by mixing faith with it, that we come to find its
value, and to taste its pleasures; for it then opens a new world to us,
a spiritual and eternal world; it reveals to us the God of that world;
our Father loving us in His Son. It makes known the Son's wonderful
person, and His heavenly work in salvation, with all the blessings of it,
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which faith brings into present enjoyment. The believer is made
alive to them, and then has his spiritual senses exercised upon them;
and each sense has its proper object, and its peculiar delight, as we
read, 0 come taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is; hear His voice,
for it is sweet; smell the good odour of His perfume, for His name is as
ointment poured forth; come and handle the word of God, What a
paradise is here! as real, but more blessed than Adam's. Believe me,
Sir, I lmow you do. In my last reading, God has thus blessed me ;
what the Word reports, the Spirit has realized. In the way of believing
the promises, I have found the fulfillmg of them. I speak for God,
and His glOJious Word. Away self. The Holy Ghost the Comforter,
does by it at thIS day make good His name, and His office; "He shall
take of mine," says Jesus, "and shall show it" (manifest it) "unto
you"; the spiritual world, all the graces, all the glories of it, He will
not only manifest them to you clearly, but He will also enable you to
believe them with a pleasing earnest, and to enjoy them with many a
sweet foretaste of the glory that is to be revealed.
There is a very delightful account of this in the 19th Psalm. What
if I should set my seal to it, and say that I h."IlOW what is spoken in the
first part concerning the light of this world to be matter of fact, as well
as what is spoken in the second part concerning the light of the spiritual
world. Would not you allow me, Sir, to be a competent judge of both?
And when the same prophet adds, " 0 what love have I unto Thy law!
I rejoice in it as one that findeth great spoil! Yea, it is dearer to me
than thousands of gold and silver"; blessed be God, I find it so..
Indeed, upon every ref ding of the Bible it grows more precious to me,
as it did to David: because it is not only the discovery, but it is become
also the conveyance of the unsearchable riches of Christ; these are
revealed in the Word, and applied by the Word. Faith is the lawful
key which opens the infinite treasury, and hears the proclamation of
grace: "0 ye that are seeking durable riches, these, all these, are
yours; come, take all you want, use all you wish, you cannot do the
free giver a greater favour than to enrich yourselves daily out of His
boundless store. Read His promises, how exceedmg great, how
exceeding precious they are. Read His faithfulness to them. Only
trust; take, use; all that is in the promises shall be yours in time, yea,
yours in eternity." This proclamation of grace I have heard. I
believe it. Blessed be a promise-keeping God, I enjoy it. And I can
assure you, Sir, there is more to be had out of Christ's fulness than
anyone upon earth has yet enjoyed. For He not only giveth fresh
grace, but also more grace. I have never been more thoroughly convinced of this than upon my last reading. God has humbled me, and
has made me feel more of mine own poverty, and has thereby led me
to live more upon Christ's everlasting treasury. You do not suspect
me of boasting. 0 no! I would glorify the Word and work of the
Almighty. A beggar would not be reckoned proud for saying, " When
I was just starving, I met with a charitable person, who not only fed
me, but also feasted me; and then most generously provided for me
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all the rest of my days." Should not such a one aclmowledge his
benefactor and bless him? So do I. Thanks be to Him, Who realized
to me His Word, Who opened mine eyes to see wondrous things out
of His law, Who often made me to look up, and say, " 0 how sweet
are Thy words unto my taste, yea, sweeter than boney unto my mouth !"
Blessed be God for His good Word; it is really manna, it is angels'
food; it comes from heaven, it tastes of heaven.
When I sat down to write, I little thought my pen would run so fast,
or that it would hold out so long. Will you excuse this long scribble?
You will. I am writing to a friend, who knows that I have still much
more to say of my last reading. I bespeak your candour while I am
mentioning one thing more, and that is the great end and design of the
Scripture, which is to conform us to it. This is the completing work
of God the Spirit by His Word; all the rest were to lead to this. When
the Word is understood, and believed, and lived upon, then He makes
it the means of conforming the whole man to it. The believer is cast
into the mould of it, he takes the impression, every feature. It is so
assimilating, every tint is to be seen upon him. He lives the Word;
it is to be read in his looks, visible in his walk, manifest in his tempers.
See him, study him, he is the lively picture of a Bible Christian: let
your conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ. By this rule he
orders it; he seeks to be a pattern of the truth as it is in Jesus, and
does not seek in vain. The Spirit, by faith, makes Jesus very precious.
The heart loves Him, loves to be like Him; much fellowship with Him
endears Him more to the heart; and it becomes true liberty: it is real
happiness to have constant communion with Him, especially to feel the
influence of His cross and the power of His resurrection.
My much beloved, may this be your experience. Outstrip me as
far as you can: may your sentiments, your affections, your life and
conduct, all of them be conformed to the rule of God's Word. I shall
pray for it for you and for yours, that you may live by Gospel motives
and do all to Gospel ends. And may the Bible be made good and fulfilled to you in earth and in heaven.
I stop; but not because my subject is exhausted. I have daily
fresh matter of praise. Still I am reading and admiring. New beauties
spring up. Yearly, daily, I shall have praises to give for this most
blessed book; and if I live to walk with you on Heckfield Heath, I may
continue the subject. May your Lord and mine open our understandings, that we may understand the Scriptures.
IT is well with them who are gone to heaven. "Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours." Rest is desirable; they had
it not here; they have got it now. Their weary days and nights are
now at an end. Sickness and trouble shall be to them no more. Weep
not for them, but for yourselves that are yet on the troublesome sea ;
we are abroad, they are at home.-An Old Divine.
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A NEW YEAR'S SERMON.

By THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., DUBLIN.
"Casting all your care upon Him, jar He caretk jar you."-

~

1 PETER V. 7.
WE have been permitted, brethren, in the providence of God, to
assemble together, according to our usual custom, in this place, on
the first day of the opening year, a season deeply interesting to a
minister-one that ought to be interesting to a congregation also.
We have from time to time, as the Lord has permitted us, sought
to improve the season by leading your minds to the recollection of
time past, and by seeking to strengthen you for the time to come;
seeking to lead you to the blessed promises of God; seeking to lead
you to lean upon the Covenant mercy of God in Christ; desiring to
strengthen and establish you, who have known the Lord, in the great
truths of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I have taken for our subject on this occasion a word that may well
follow up what has lately been brought under your notice. We have
endeavoured to present to you the person and work of the Lord Jesus
Christ; we have endeavoured to show you how rich the Lord's people
are made through the poverty of the Lord Jesus. We have now to
direct you to the use to be made of the great privileges of the Lord's
people; we have to stir up the minds of God's children, to lay hold
upon the promises of a Covenant-keeping God.
The word which we have taken for our consideration is, we think,
a suitable "watchword" for the year on which we have entered.
In endeavouring to open out this subject, we pray that the Spirit of
God may be with us, with him who speaks, and with you who hear;
that the doctrine of the Lord may distil as the dew; that great grace
may be upon us all; and that the name of our Covenant J ehovah may
be glorified through Jesus Christ.
We have before us a large and comprehensive direction; a word
that, if we understand it, is the secret of a believer's happiness. Our
peace, as we travel through this wilderness world, hangs upon our
following the direction which the Apostle here gives to the Church of
God. There are few in the Lord's family, however young, who have
not known something of care. We shall all know more of it; we arc
all at school; we are all learning our lesson; we shall all experience
care.
There are, no doubt, some in this congregation who have not known
this place of refuge and of relief-" Casting all your care upon Him,
for He careth for you." Is there one man or one woman ignorant of
Christ, who can put his hand upon his breast and say he is not of the
Lord's family ~ Is there one of that class here present out of Christ ~
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He knows nothing of what the Apostle says: "Casting all your care
upon Him, for He careth for you."
And then, again, dear brethren and sisters in Christ, have we not
to arouse you to faith in these precious words, and in all the promises
of God ~ You who are pressed down by cares; you who sometimes
feel that it is hard to take God at His word; you dishonour Him by
this distrust, by this want of faith in the promises of God.
In order that we may come to a right understanding, and right use
of this portion of Scripture, we must speakFirst, as to the motive or ground upon which any of us can build
this trust--" He careth for you."
Secondly, we shall endeavour to say something as to what is meant
by our casting our care upon the Lord.
Whenever I take up the consideration of such a portion of God's
Word as this, I feel that I am subjecting myself to the charge of being,
it may be, unkind and uncharitable, when I say, that those who know
the Lord are the only people who cast their care upon Him; but
whatever men say, "let God be true "-" Casting all your care upon
Him, for He careth for you." If God care for us, we must understand
the relation in which we stand to God, and what is meant by His caring
for us. I would appeal to ministers of the Gospel, some of whom are
present, if one of the most trying things we have to go through, in our
daily experience, be not the false, vain, presumptuous expression of
confidence that we continually hear from the lips of worldly people.
We cannot speak to any family under the pressure of sorrow, any
individual under disappointment, but there is something said of trust
in God, there is some expression of confidence in Him; and you, dear
brethren in the ministry, have often felt with me, how hard it is to
pull down the presumptuous sinner; how hard it is to take his vain
confidence, and to trample on it; how hard to take his words, and
crumble them to dust; how hard to take his miserable, presumptuous
expressions, and show him he has nothing to do with that of which he
speaks. We have to take up the word of one of old, and say, "What
hast thou to do with peace ~ " and we have all felt to what we have
subjected ourselves by these plain declarations, but we feel it to be
our duty. We must tell you, our congregation with whom we are
often brought in contact, as we go from house to house, that the only
people who can claim this promise at the hand of the Lord, are those
who stand in the relation to Him of His Covenant people in Christ
Jesus.
God cares for the sparrow-that little, insignificant creature that
wings its way through the air; He cares for it; He gives it food; He
cares for the little birds; He gives them all food; but there is a special
care here spoken of, with which the Lord regards His people. It is
in virtue of their Covenant relation to Him, that He cares for them.
They were the objects of His love and care before the foundation of
the world; they were given to the Son before the world was made.
I cannot understand my Bible if I _introduce the element of time, the
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element of past or of future into my idea of God. I am told in this
Book, of an everlasting Covenant. I read of the" mercy of the Lord
from everlasting to everlasting towards them that fear Him." I am
taught that His people were" chosen in Christ before the foundation
of the world." I must read it here. If I read it, I believe it; and if I
read it and believe it, I must speak of it. I am willing to lie down
under the obloquy of being a fool, for Christ's sake, because I preach
that which I read in this Word. The Lord's people were the objects
of Jehovah's love from all eternity, and therefore He gave them to
the Son. They are His redeemed people, saved through the bloodshedding and atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ; they are His
ransomed ones. Assuredly, we see here the reason why the Lord
cares for them; they being His people, doubly dear to Him, because
united to His dear Son. "Accepted in the Beloved," is the character
of His people; and it is because they are" accepted in the Beloved,"
and only because they are accepted in Him, that they have favour
at His hands.
Perhaps we speak in the hearing of some who have never felt the
power of the Gospel in their hearts, and yet dare to come into the
presence of the Lord, to offer to Him their so-called religious service; to
such we would say, remember the offensive intrusion of that wretched
man Cain. He knew not how to offer to God an acceptable service:
he came with his offering; here was a religious duty; but himself, his
services, his well-disposed services, as men would deem them, were offensive to God. It is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ which makes the
difference between one man and another. It is being accepted in
Christ Jesus which opens the door to all this blessing.
Then what is implied in this care ~ The Lord's people are spoken
of in Scripture as " the apple of His eye;" they are spoken of as His
own " jewels;" they are His own precious people. It is impossible
that they can ever be forgotten by Him; they are borne upon the
breast and shoulders of His dear Son. Make all this a fable! Say
it is nothing but allegory, fancy, and then you may tell us these people
have nothing of reality to rest on. If we believe that the blood of
Jesus was shed for the Lord's people, then it is a reality that they are
dear to Him. There is not a moment of their lives that He is not
watching over them with the intensity of interest of a Covenant J ehovah.
When we are thinking how we shall ever buffet our way through all
the surges and billows of this world, His Word still stands firm-" I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
And then, oh, we might so enlarge upon it! if He careth for us, there
follows such a train of blessing! There He is, with His omnipotence,
His omniscience, His omnipresence, all His infinite attributes encircling
His poor, tried, tempted people-" As the mountains are round about
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people, from henceforth,
even for ever."
We have next to speak of the duty and privilege which is here set
before the people of the Lord. What a large and unrestricted direction
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is here. Brethren, there are some of us who know well what cares
are, and yet there is not one care, not one sorrow, not one burden,
that the Lord's people are not to cast on Him.
We shall endeavour to speak of some of those cares; and first, that
which the Lord's people only know anything of-spiritual cares, the
sense of sin, the conviction of sin. How many in this congregation
are experimentally acquainted with the meaning of these terms ~
Many in the present day can speak of these things; they have picked
up a little of the theory of religion. How many, if the Lord came into
our midst, and made us speak out what is within the breast, how
many would there be who have really felt the plague of sin ~ This is the
first burden which we have to cast upon the Lord.
We meet with some who have been led to the blood of the Lord
Jesus for the cleansing of sin, who have learned to love what the Gospel
means-a full, free, ready, present, finished salvation-and yet who
are burdened, plagued, bowed down under the sense and conviction
of sin. This may seem very strange and paradoxical to some; and
we have been asked, How is it you tell me in one breath that the Lord's
people are a saved people, that they believe that the blood of J eSUR
cleanseth from all sin; and yet, in the very same breath you speak
of them as bowed down under the sense of sin ~ All this seems very
paradoxical. Paradoxical it is; but we appeal to those present who
would not trust to anything but the blood of Jesus, and we would
ask, Is not your heart sometimes wrung by the conviction of your
sinfulness, by a sense of the guilt of sin, the heinousness of sin ~ Why,
there are times when the catalogue of past transgression is spirited up
before the mind; things that the heart sickens at stand in array
before us; and the conviction of sin at that time, they know well who
have experienced it. The children of God sometimes deceive themselves
in this matter; they are surprised when they still find the conviction
of sin in the breast. In the whole of our journey through the world
this conviction will grow deeper and deeper. Those of us who have
travelled some little way on the narrow road, can say it in truth; we
can feel more and more keenly, each day, the sense of sin. This is a
care to cast on the Lord; and our happiness will consist in castin~ it
immediately on Him, and not lying down under the pressure of it. We
have some of us known of such a thing as trying to keep peace in the
conscience by some other means than the blood of Christ. There has
been a struggling with corruption; some envenomed dart of the
enemy has pierced the soul; we have felt that sin was rankling there,
and we have never found rest till we have come to the blood of Jesus.
Then, again, our experience in this matter is not uniform. Some
feel the conviction of sin in one way, some in another; some may be
able to fLx the eye steadfastly upon Jesus, upon His finished salvation;
and when Satan brings in the black appearance, they can say, Scare
me if you can! I believe in the atoning blood of Jesus, I know it
cleanseth me Lrom all sin. Well, they have a care, too; a care which
they sometimes pour into the ear of their minister. They sometimes
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speak of their distress to some faithful brother or sister in the Lord;
they say, You tell me that faith is a purifying principle, but, oh, I feel
such stirring corruption within my breast, you cannot tell what is
lodged here. Oh, if you knew it! At times there is a pressure which
keeps down these corruptions; but then, at other times, there is such
a little hell in my bosom; "when I would do good, evil is present with
me." Tell me how is this ~-would it be so if I really were a child of
God ~ It is one of the most important things for the peace of a child
of God to understand this; to know who it is, and why it is. Dear
brethren, where is the promise that you shall never more have sin
stirring within you ~ Where is the promise that you shall go through
the world fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, because the
flesh and mind have become so holy that it is right you should follow
them ~
Oh, learn this, child of God, and it is the key, the secret, whereby we
learn to maintain peace in the conscience, in the midst of stirring
corruption, to know that there is a flesh, and that that flesh" lusteth
against the spirit." The flesh never will be mended, weakened, or
changed in character; it is flesh: a corrupt, evil principle; and it
will be flesh to the end. This is a burden which we have to cast upon
the Lord. Then this sin you want to get rid of it. The Lord has
never promised you that you shall go through this world independent
of Christ, boasting to your fellow-man that you are not afraid of this
temptation or the other temptation, that you are not afraid of falling
into sin. God will never allow His poor people to be free from sin, or
to be independent of Himself. The Lord will not give His people a
stock of grace. You must live as beggars upon the fulness that is in
Christ; and you are to seek to mortify the evil principle by casting
this care, as well as all others, upon" Him who careth for you." The
Lord's people shall never perish; He will never allow them to
apostatize, or fall away, to their utter destruction. But, children of
God, He will make you feel more and more that which will humble
you; He will make you feel that your safety and happiness depend
on living more and more upon the fulness which is in Christ Jesus.
And then another care, which I may call an accidental care, temptation. Temptation is the concomitant of circumstances. Some of the
Lord's people have known much of it. We cannot speak of all the
temptations through which they pass. There are some of you that
if brought out into this aisle, and asked to tell of the temptations which
you have felt in your breast at seasons, you would wish the floor to open
and swallow you. They are hatched in the bosom of the evil one, who
sends these poisonous shafts into the breasts of God's dear children;
temptations of the understanding, temptations of the affections.
You who have been long walking in the ways of the Lord, you know
what these temptations are. Perhaps there are none who have experienced exactly what others have gone through; but, oh, there are
sore temptations! We have, perhaps, been tried by some reiterated
temptation, some temptation wearing, grieving the spirit; and we
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have, perhaps, learned at such times something of what our Lord meant
whcn he said to Peter, " Satan hath desired to have thee, that he may
sift thee as wheat." Is there any child of God present who knows
what it is for Satan to sift him as wheat? The temptation seems to
have haunted him at every step; he has opened his Bible, he has gone
upon his knees, trying to get rid of it; the temptation was there. He
thought he had shut out the world, but even there, in his secret retirement, it has followed him. Most horrible, most horrifying temptation!
such as even to doubt whether God's Word be true. A temptation
to think that, after all, not one declaration, and not one promise of that
Word may be true. Infidel thoughts! frightful thoughts! sent at
times into the souls of God's people. Well, even such, the Lord's
people are to tell out to Him; they are to tell Him, It teases me, it
harasses me. What am I to do? Cast it-cast it on the Lord.
Then, again, God's people sometimes experience weakness and
depression when they are walking prayerfully, consistently; when they
cannot before the Lord lay to their own charge anything of neglect of
prayer, or of the study of God's Word. Still there is a trembling of
spIrit, as if they could not look up; a weakness, as if they could not lay
hold on the promises of God. They have spoken to us, they have
spoken to one another; they have said-I know God is true; I believe
what He has said, but yet I cannot live upon it as I ought; there is a
pressure upon my spirit; I cannot rise above it. Brethren, how is
that care to be cast upon the Lord! Often has the Lord brought His
people to the extremity of weakness, and just obliged them to lie down
at the foot of the cross; made them tell out to Him their utter weakness; made them acknowledge that they cannot do anything; and
then He has been pleased to lift them up, and speak comfortably to
them.
But there are other cares. There are relative, personal duties.
Why, at times we have felt it, and he who speaks can, perhaps, charge
himself with it more than any of you. Why, we have sometimes gone
to duty, as if it were in our own power to make it effectual; but God
has taught us that in every duty and service His strength is to be
used; and when we have been disappointed; when we have seen
many duties fail, and many services become ineffectual, the Lord has
been pleased to send some little gleaming of light into the soul. He
has enabled us to go through the duty, looking steadily for His strength,
and leaving the result to Him.
There is another care; there are cares temporal, cares personal;
it may be bodily trials, weakness of body; long, wearing sickness;
and this also is a care which it is the privilege of God's children to
cast upon Him. You may remember the word I once told you of a
good man who said, "I have to thank God for fifty years of sickness."
There was a casting of that care upon the Lord; and looking at his
poor, weak frame, he could feel, it was just as God would have it.
Then there are domestic cares. Oh, who can know them! As we go
from house to house, what variety of affliction do we meet with! As
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I go through this large and populous city, I sometimes think that if
it were possible to look into each house, and see what is passing there,
how incredible and overwhelming would be the sight. Whatever
be the care; in whatever shape calamity may come to us, and oh, there
are hearts here who have been wrung by such things; we shall not
speak of them; but these cares, all these cares, it is the duty and
privilege of God's dear children to cast on Him. At such seasons of
sorrow and trial, you have sometimes felt one at your elbow at every turn,
telling you that you have no interest in God, that He is a hard master;
and, perhaps, by dropping such poisonous thoughts into the soul,
by continually instilling such hellish suggestions into the mind, you
have listened, and the spirit has been pressed down; but remember,
it is the privilege, the duty, and the happiness of God's people to tell
it all out to Him who careth for them-to say, I must go to tell my
Father how these things press me down, how they wring my heart;
and then at such a season to stereotype this truth in the mind, " that
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." The Lord
loves His people, as much in the darkest season of trial as in the
sunshine of prosperity.
And then we mark the word casting the burden on the Lord. I well
remember a beautiful remark once made to me by a man of God, when
under the pressure of trial. I told him of the beautiful word in the
37th Psalm, in a passage where it says-" Commit thy way unto the
Lord." In the marginal reading it is-" Roll thy way upon the Lord."
I said to him, My friend, it seems too heavy a burden for you, you can
only roll it off yourself on the Lord. I said, you remember the word
also in St. Peter's Epistle-" Casting all your care upon Him." I said,
there is a beautiful word there, throwing it upon Him. I well remember
the beaming joy of his countenance; the Spirit of God seemed to have
brought home a precious truth to his mind; and he said, "That is
Gospel expression, that is not the law."
" Cast thy burden on the Lord." I understand by that that the
Lord's people ought to do it immediately. We are not to wait, to
say, when ought I to go? It is the privilege of the child of God to go
at all times and throw his burden on the Lord; to go, and go again,
to tell Him you cannot sustain it, you will not sustain it, that you must
throw it upon Him. Cast it unreservedly; cast it in faith, in implicit
confidence; trust Him who careth for you, and trust Him to the end.
Now, brethren, I have on this occasion (as I have been permitted to
do on former occasions) made the character of my address to you a kind
of word for the year. I have spoken with reference to our own congregation and ourselves. There may be strangers amongst us, but I have
endeavoured to throw myself amongst you, seeking to lead you, with
whom I come in contact continually, to the knowledge of God's truth,
and desiring to strengthen and establish you, who have known the
truth as it is in Jesus.
We must, glancing at it hastily, cause you to revert to the year which
has just been brought to a close. The character of our pilgrimage
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through this world is change, and I do feel as to myself, that one of the
most painful things is this, my pilgrim course is change.
~. ~ "'$
We would ask, if in this congregation thcre may not be some ~to
whom the past year has been an eventful one? It may be, that during
the past year some amongst us have been quickened by the Spirit of
God; brought to know what they never knew before. Some heart
may have been led into a deeper experience of the things of Christ; if
so, what an eventful year has this been to such.
And then we would ask, are there not some amongst us who were
in this church at the opening of the past year, and what is their condition now? Were they ignorant of Christ then? And are they ignorant
of Christ now? Perhaps there are hearts that feel the charge may
well be brought home to them, that things are worse with them now
than they were this time twelvemonths; that what they then professed seems to have become a matter of mere profession, mere formality,
there is less of spiritual life. Though they have maintained the profession, and though they have not done anything that the world could
point the finger at; yet we ask, if things are not worse with them?
We speak to God's children, and we ask them (we seem to be telling
out the secrets of families), is there not something of the world creeping
in; something which has hardened the poor heart? Oh, brethren, it
is a searching time. The Lord give us to search into our own hearts,
that we may see where we are.
And then, when we look at what is before us this year, we none of us
know what we may have to pass through; but we say, see that you
have an interest in Christ; see that you are living upon Christ; not
that you make the mere formal profession of Christianity: not merely
that the world speaks well of you, but that you have something experimental, something of the life of Christ in the soul. And then we have
to cultivate a sense of our own weakness; entire dependence on the
Lord in all our journey through life. Remember that He is a Covenant
God, a faithful God, a God that cannot lie. Learn what the principle
of faith is; looking to Him, leaning on Him, living near to Him, using
Him at every step. And if we are spared to come together at the
beginning of another year: if, in the meantime, we are enabled to
trust our Covenant J ehovah; if we are enabled to lean upon the arm
of J csus, we shall have great things to tell of what has been done for us.
As on former occasions, we shall have this verse printed; and we
say to you, members of our congregation, and any strangers who may
be present, and who may wish for these watchwords, that on application
you can receive them; just a little text, a remembrancer of the word
with which we began the year. I would conclude, in the words of that
good man, Romaine, of whom I am, in thus giving you a word for the
year, an humble imitator-I would repeat his word on one of these
occasions; when addressing his congregation, he said-" The Lord
grant that this may be a year amongst us famous for believing!"
Amen.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXIX.

By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 719.)

commandment to place the tables within the golden ark-the
throne of the Shekinah; the symbol of the Person of the Mediator, of
the God·Man, in the gold and the shittim·wood, and the precious type
of redemption in the blood-sprinkled Mercy-seat-sweetly proves the
character of this dispensation, and exactly agrees with the Messianic
Psalm (Ps. xl. 6, 8; Heb. x. 7-10). The supplication of the people for
a human mediator is approved of God, doubtless because their prayer
was an utterance, which, in the election of grace among them, might
express the yearning of the quickened soul for the Human Mediation
of One, Who should be greater than Moses. It is parallel to the cry
of Job-" Neither is there "-(and the words are equivalent to " Oh,
that there were! ")-" a daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand
upon us both" (Job ix. 33).
And now we come to a parenthetical paragraph in the inspired
relation of the giving of the Law, which is very striking when once
observed, though it does not seem to have been sufficiently so observed.
Between the Law in the Ten Words and" the Book of the Covenant,"
the judgments of which were committed to Moses on the Mount, stands,
as between both and yet united to neither, the law of the altar, and the
altar is always intimately attached to redemption and to expiation by
sacrifice.
Could the need of an atonement have been more emphatically
presented? There is an appearance, with a close attachment, yet of
detachment, almost amounting to the dislocation of all sequence in
the narrative of the giving of the Law. Why should this law of the
altar be so interposed here but to show the more strongly that the
Covenant contained in the Ten Words and the Book of judgmeIitll
required sacrifice? The strange command that God's altar must be
approached by its ministers upon a sloping causeway seems intended
to teach mystically that by no steps of pride and of a self-righteousness,
which must reveal its own shame (Gen. iii. 9-11), can the soul have
any access to God in peace; but only by Christ, Who is both the Altar,
and the Expiation, and the Way, also for a humble faith to come near
to the healing mystery of the Divine Love in that precious Death.
That the altar must be of unhewn stone, or of earth, sufficiently
declares the mystery of His Incarnation, born at Bethlehem to be slain
as the Victim at Golgotha-Very Man and Very God, even as Daniel
beheld Him in the vision, " the Stone cut out without hands," the Man,
Who is "God most blessed for ever." And this the Law of Sinai
THE
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taught in its earliest words as distinctly as the Gospel, or as St. Paul,
a.dding those gracious words, only true then to the faithful of that
dispensation, as the type looked forward to the Anti-type :-" Thou
shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt-offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy
sheep, and thine oxen; in all places where I record My Name I will
come unto thee, and I will bless thee" (Exodus xx. 24).
Now the law of the altar has another emphasis in the place where
we find it. It evidently rails in, if we may say so, the Law of the Ten
Words, which alone were engraved on the two tables of stone-tables,
by Jewish tradition of sapphire, the blue, or heavenly, colour of which
is a reflection of the heavenly truth and purity of the Divine Lawinto a sanctuary of their own. It is true that the judgments that
follow were sprinkled, as the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches, with the
typical blood as part of the Covenant; but it seems also true that the
subordinate and temporary relation of the " Book of the judgments"
is alike signified in the writing of the Ten Words of the Law only by the
finger of God, and by this separation of the latter from the former,
which has thus its own precedence, by the law of the altar.
The solemn feast of the elders of Israel (Exod. xxiv. 11) also proves
that the Law was not intended as a covenant of works, but of graceof grace, it is always acknowledged as veiled under types, and obscured
and darkened under legal observances-for the" eating and drinking"
before God on the Mount of the Law was of the peace-offerings. Sacrificial offerings, as Dr. Gill says, were usual at the making of a Covenant;
and Augustine has said that the chosen, or separated ones, were representatives of the elect, for whom Jesus-the One true Offering and
Victim-made peace by the Blood of His cross, and reconciled us, not
without the Law, but as Himself" made under the Law," our Righteousness and Peace, unto God.
Then there follows a very wonderful silence-" The elders returned
to the people"; but we know not what became of Joshua. "Jesus
absconditur, id est, tacetur" (Augustine). We lose sight of Joshua
here, but he reappears at the side of Moses coming down from the
Mount (Exod. xxxii. 17). Moses in the delivery of the Law was now
acting as a figure of Christ the Mediator (comp. Gal. iii. 19, with 1 Tim.
ii. 5; Heb. viii. 6; ix. 15; xii. 24), and Joshua was a type of Christ at
this time as a minister of Moses (Exod. xxiv. 13)-viz., as born under the
Law (Gal. iv. 4)-and the time of Joshua's independent action as Leader
and Saviour of Israel was not yet come. He was, as it were, hid for a
time. It is not without reason, therefore, that the Scripture is silent
here. It may, perhaps, be inferred, that Joshua went with Moses
into the cloud. This seems to be implied by the words of Moses,
" Tarry ye for us until we come again to you." St. Augustine suggests
that the reason why Joshua is here hidden from the view, while Moses,
the Giver and Representative of the Law, goes into the Mountain, and
afterwards Joshua reappears, may be that thus it was represented, as
in a figure, that Jesus was for a time hidden in the Law; but, as Joshua
came forth again, as it were, from his secrecy, and, as in due time
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Joshua led the people into the promised land, which Moses could not
do, so, when the Law had run its course, Jesus came forth in the fulnes3
of time, to conduct the People of God into their Heavenly Canaan
(Wordswortb, Exod. xxiv. 14).
There is' a very significant parallelism between the Greek words of
the LXX (in Exod. xxiv. 18) and those, in the Gospels, of our Lord's
transfiguration, in which Moses appears as-(reverence would suggest)
-below Christ, but with, not against Him; testifying to that precious
Decease, so soon to be accomplished at Jerusalem, which should put
an end for ever to the Mosaic sacrifice and ritual, and introduce by
Death and Resurrection the better Covenant.
In the Epistle to the Hebrews certain ceremonial details, wanting
in the original inspired account of the solemn and religious inauguration
of the Covenant in the book of Exodus, are given. Goats-probably
for a sin-ofIering-are not mentioned by Moses, nor are the water, the
scarlet wool, and the hyssop. The goats represented, certainly, Christ
as the Victim under the curse for our redemption. " The scarlet wool,"
says Dr. McCaul, " probably tied the bunch of hyssop to a cedar-wood
handle (see Lev. xiv. 4, 6, 49, 51, 52; Num. xix. 6), and, being the
ordinary mode of applying the water and the blood, did not call for
special mention in Exod. xxiv. Nor yet is it related by Moses that he
"sprinkled the book of the Covenant." The wool and cedar must
have been typical of redemption as applied by the Holy Ghost to cleanse
the soul, for hyssop is a symbol, not of faith, but of the High Priestly
aspersion by Jesus Christ, through His Word and Spirit, of the conscience, to which He is revealed in grace. The book of the Covenant
was also sprinkled, as well as the congregation of the people, "to give
it the validity of a Testament," duly executed.
It is most worthy of observation, that" the law of the altar" received
a second sanction, when at Ebal and Gerizim the voice of J ehovah
said (Deut. xxvi. 18), " And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to
be His peculiar people, as He hath promised thee, and that thou
shouldest keep all His commandments." It is, indeed, true that under
the Mosaic dispensation the promises in the letter* were earthly and
* Wordsworth has very truly said (upon Deut. xxviii. 12.13), "Thou art
called by the Name of the Lord "-literally-" the name of the Lord is ca.lled
upon thee."
" It has been said, tha.t there is no mention of spiritual and eternal blessings
in this prophecy, and that all the benefits promised to Israel are temporal. And
it has been thence inferred by some (e.g., the Manichmans of old), that the God
of the Law was a different Being from the God of the Gospel. But, as Augustine
observes, even those temporal blessings of the field aud the fold may well be
iuterpreted also in a spiritual sense; and, as Theodoret remarks (Qu.34), the
words-' The Lord will establish thee a holy people to Himself '-are spiritual
and evangelical. And surely in this declaration, 'All the people of the earth
shall see that thou art called by the Name of the Lord '-the Everlasting Author
and Giver of all life-there is implied a promise of immortality, for 'God is not
the God of the dead, but of the living' (see Matt. xxii. 32): and these words are
to be construed in a Christian sense according to the teaching of the Apostles
(Acts xv. 17; James ii. 7; Heb. xi. 16)."
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temporal, and that this gave a distinctive form and colour to that
economy.
Yet, to those who were of the heavenly seed, they must
have signified by an esoteric teaching, and in a mystery,
eternal ble88ings. And of this the very words convey distinctest
intimation. The words of St. Paul in his greatest controversial writing
on law and grace, therefore, borrow from the concluding words of the
Law itself their testimony to the excelling character of the Gospel,
which could not have been done had not the Gospel been in the Law
(Rom. x. 5-13);"For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That
the man which doeth those things shall live by them.
" But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say
not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring
Christ from above ;)
"Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ
again from the dead.)
" But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth,
and in thy heart; that is, the word of faith, which we preach;
" That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.
" For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
\. For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be
ashamed.
" For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; for
the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.
" For whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved."
In these words the Holy Ghost sufficiently attests the Evangelical
intention of the dispensation of the Law, for the Law and its dispensa·
tion are to be kept carefully distinct. Nor may it be forgotten that
Deut. xxviii. 9-10 and xxx. 6 anticipate all that St. Paul says of heart
circumcision (Phil. iii. 3; Col. ii.). The third book of Moses-Leviticus
-has been rightly named the '\"Gospel, in type and shadow, of the Old
Testament."
How beautHul is ~he loving and tender charge in the Law for the
nurturing of the children of the people, who had been .. brought near
to God" in all those earlier sacramental deliverances-the Exodus
with the Paschal Lamb, the tree at Marah, the smitten rock, the
heavenly manna; all typical of Christ, the Victim-Lamb, the Tree of
Life, which sweetens every bitterness of the wilderness, the Fountain
and Living Bread of the children of grace! And this commandment
in Deut. v. 29 and vi. 1-3 is founded upon the initial words of Exodus
xii. 25-27, when the Passover was instituted. Can we help being at
once reminded of the Apostolic care for the children of the Christian
Church, who were evidently recognized as members of the churches
to whom the sacred writings were read (Eph. vi. 1-3; Col. iii. 20) ?
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Yes; and it may be added that this most evidently proves the dispensation of the Law to have been in its entireness a dispensation of the
Covenant of grace and not of human righteousness, for the mercy of
God, which is 80 often and so singularly expressed to "the seed of
those who fear Him," could not have given commandment to bring up
the children under what must otherwise have been a ministration of
death and condemnation. Has this lovely analogy in the charge
concerning the children been remarked, as it ought to have been, as
an evidence of the unity of the Divine intention under the two dispensations? No Psalm sings more sweetly of the grace of God in the pardoning of sin than the 103rd. Its words may be understood in a mystical
sense, when it is said, " As far as the east is from the west, 80 far hath
He removed our transgressions from us," for the East may signify the
bright Resurrection of our Lord, the Sun of Righteousness, Who rose
from the dead for the justification of the Church; and the West the
shadows of Golgotha, the place of the expiation of the curse, of the
supernatural darkness, and the loud and bitter cry of the Victim.
Then the words mean-the glory of the Resurrection.Morning of the
first Easter can as soon darken into the midnight of the Passion, as the
sin, for which He, our Redeemer, vicariously suffered, and which He
put away by the Sacrifice of Himself once offered, can return to meet
in judgment the souls for which He died; and it is this inspired hymn
which sings of the ways of God as made known unto Moses (comp. Ps.
ciii. 8, with Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7), and of His righteousness as given" unto
children's children." Before we leave Horeb, it will be well to consider
certain objections, taken from the Law itself, that might seem to
imply a Covenant of' human righteousness.
And, first, the tremendous scenery of the giving of the Law at Sinai,
-so insisted upon in the Epistle to the Hebrews, by the Holy Ghost
Himself (Heb. xii. 18-29), as though directly contrasting the spirit
of the Old with that of the New Covenant-must be duly weighed and
considered in our argument, together with the Divine command to the
people not to come near or touch the burning mountain, and their own
terrified entreaty to Moses that they might not hear the Voice of God
speaking any more.
Now, it must be generally allowed that this terrible glory at the
audible deliverance of the Ten Words belonged necessarily to such a
pronouncement of the Righteousness of the Eternal God. Not the
earthly temple only, but even Heaven itself, in which" all is-or crie~
-glory" (Ps. xxix. 9), "must be moved and shaken at the least
Word of God, and when His Holiness is remembered. The cry of the
archangelic adoration, of the worship of the Seraphim, must fill with
its reiterated thunder the streets of the golden city, and what, then,
must be the glory of the Voice of their Lord and High Creator! Who,
then, can wonder at the paralysis of fear which seizes upon this sinful
congregation, when the awful features of the Eternal Purity are, at
Sinai, unveiled before them? In this the Law, discovering sin-for
this was a deep undertone, it is always confessed, of that dispensation,
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a diapason of dread and terror underlying its sweetest revelations of
grace-must bring trembling and horror; yes, although the Ten
Words themselves tell of access to God, and of worship and communion
desired by Him from a "people near unto Him." Still, Augustine's
words 'are most true of the two Pentecostal Theophanies (Serm. 155) :
" There (at Sinai) the people stood afar off: there was fear, not (the
drawing near of) love, for they were so afraid that they said unto
Moses, 'Speak thou with us, and let not God speak, lest we die.' God
descended on Sinai in fire, and wrote with His own finger upon stone,
not upon the heart. But when the Holy Ghost came hither (to the
place of His Pentecostal descent, Acts ii. 1), the faithful were gathered
together, nor did He bring terror upon a high mountain, but entered
within a lowly house. A sound, indeed, was heard, as of a vehement
wind, yet none was terrified. Both fire and sound were in the mountain, but there the smoke also; here, indeed (in the Pentecostal Mission
of the Comforter), a clear flame. The cloven tongues were seen as fire.
Affrighting from afar? No, truly; for the flame (divided) sat upon
each of them, and they began to speak as the Spirit gave them utterance." And yet it is also true that the Law itself invited to love as
the only acceptable obedience in those elect and justified souls,
"brought near" through Christ (Exod. xx. 6). Nor can it be too
often insisted that, while it is allowed that the substance of the broken
Covenant of Works was of necessity present in the declaration of the
Divine Righteousness at Horeb, the whole of the Old Testament, as
an instrument in the hand of the Spirit of grace unto salvation, witnessed against the perversion, which maintained justification by a
Covenant of human merit and righteousness.
Again, it has been said that the ancient people of God erred in
presumption when they made response-" All that the Lord hath
said, we will do " (Exod. xxiv. 23) ; , that this was the utterance of a
blind and forward spirit of self-righteous, and, therefore, vain selfconfidence; that it was a placing themselves to their own undoing
under a Covenant of human righteousness.
. To this it may be replied: that they were given no choice; that no
other liberty was allowed to them, for God never consulted them when
they came to Horeb as to His ways of dealing with them; that the
whole gracious preface to the Law recognized them as a people already
"brought near to Him"; that they were a typical congregationtypical of the Church of the redeemed; called therefore by St. Stephen,
" the Church in the wilderness" (Acts vii. 38), with a particular mention
in the very words of Sinai-and the antitypical Church is redeemed
unto obedience (1 Pet. i. 2); that the Lord graciously accepted their
words; and that by the Divine appointment Moses immediately inaugurated that solemn sanction of the Covenant by blood, to which the
Holy Ghost expressly refers in His own inspired teaching in Heb. ix.
19-23; that, also, there was attached and united to the Law in its
whole expression the doctrine of the remission of sins under its types
and sacrifices. Nor could Moses have immediately added,-had these

r1

The Gospel Magazine.

89

words been so presumptuously spoken as to move the Divine displeasurethe institution of the peace-offerings. They were, as has been said, " a
people brought near" in those pre-Sinaitic sacraments-the lamb, the
tree at Marah, the manna from Heaven, the smitten rock. Oh, how
infinitely near in Christ (in Whom-the true Peace-Offering, once offered
-all these precious but passing types have been for ever fulfilled) are
brought those poor and needy souls who have been made to hunger for
Righteousness, the Righteousness of faith, in Himself, our only Righteousness unto peace and everlasting favour and acceptance with God!
Of the words in Deuteronomy vi. 25, and of those in Leviticuli
xviii. 5, the next paper must treat.
(To be continued.)
A WORD TO THE SERVANT OF CHRIST.
SERVANT of Christ! the hatred, scorn, and shame
Are precious tokens of His love to thee:
Think not for nothing thou must bear His Name,
Or that He holds thee from His suffering free:
Thy greatest honour to be made so vileThy sweetest recompense-His gracious smile.
Choose thou the path that leads to death and pain,
Familiar daily with contempt and loss;
Leave Him to choose what shall be fruit and gain,
His own Interpreter of every cross:
Remember none can preach the Christ that died
But he who with His Lord is crucified.
Think of His patient love that set thee free,
And bound thee to Himself in richest grace;
Count it all joy His willing slave to be
Who lowly took a servant's form and place:
Be much alone in speech with Him, and then
Thou wilt not need the praise and smiles of men.
Be silent to the Lord; be much in prayer;
Contact with Jesus is the servant's strength;
Let Him decide what stripes are thine to bear,
And what reward of peace shall grow at length;
Preach all the Word-to sinner and to saint;
And labour most when self is weak and faint.
Think not of rest while sinners love their sin,
And from the Gospel table wander wide:
Thine be the joy to lead the wanderers in
To hear of Him Who for their ransom died.
Soon thou wilt hear the coming Master's voice,
And dwell with Him for ever to rejoice.
W ILLIAM W ILEMAN.
[Written on the top of Saddlecombe, near~Brighton, Oct. 12th, 1908.]
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THE SPIRIT OF UNDERSTANDING AND OF THE
FEAR OF THE LORD.
ISAIAH xi. 2.
'BY 'l'HE LATE REV. JOHN HAWKER,

M.A,

(Oontinued from page 753,)

THE holiness of God is the next subject to which we will give our
attention. What do we know 1 How much can we know of this 1
Scripture bears testimony to it. All the hosts of heaven adore it. The
Church in glory will unite in saying (not singing), " Holy, Holy, Holy,
Lord God Almighty, which is, and was, and is to come." When the
Prophet was brought within the hearing of such words, testified to by
80 many outward signs, he became at once sensible of his own pollution
-" Woe is me, for I am undone (or silenced), because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts." Our unholines8
naturally, and our imperfect state, hinder our approach to anything
like perfection of intelligence in such a matter as this. We see proofs
of holiness, and effects of holiness: such things are outward evidences ;
but holiness itself is a height and depth, to be neither reached or
fathomed. Nothing impresses the mind with the Spirit of godly fear so
deeply as this attribute.
To Christ such knowledge was perfect. He was Himself God's Holy
One, the Holy child Jesus, born by the power of the Holy Ghost, " that
holy thing which shall be born of thee," as the angel said to His mother.
When He uttered the words" Holy Father," what a depth of meaning
they must have possessed for Him! Such knowledge must have been,
and must ever be, present to Christ, and no other influence but this can
ever influence Him; but this will regulate the whole of that kingdom
of which Isaiah xi. 3, 4, prophesies. By" the sight of the eyes" and
" the hearing of the ears" is signified the effect of outward objects, or
allurements of speech, the two things which ruined our race in Eden;
but the knowledge and fear of God continued to create a principle of
action, which created, and will be manifested as, a quick understanding
(or discernment) in the fear of Jehovah, and thus for the first and only
time there will be a holy, God-fearing rule in this world. There was in
Christ a spiritual response to this Spirit of knowledge; it was a part
of Himself, within Him, and external to Him; indwelt by the Holy
Ghost, yet distinct personally-Son of the Father, yet the Father
personally distinct also; the holiness was perfect in each, and met in
each with the response of holy communion. This created mutual
delight, and mutual veneration. The Father delights in honouring
the Son; the Son glorifies the Father; the Holy Ghost glorifies the
Son; "He shall glorify Me."
That God is holy is to us an object of faith. We cannot doubt, and
it conveys much to our minds. It must also affect our lives, and draw
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our hearts and our attention towards Him Who says, " Be ye holy, for
I am holy." These words are followed up by a solemn appeal to pass
the time of our" sojourning here in fear," if we call Him Father, or
call on Him as Father, either of which seems more correct than our
Version. Yet the holiness itself is incomprehensible. Even the sea
is fathomable and has a foundation; but to the blue vault of heaven
we can place no limiting boundary; the further we advance in penetrating it, the les8 able are we to define; the mental power faints and is
weary as star upon star reveals immeasurable distance, and it earnestly
longs for some limit; yet there is none for our cognizance. We know
that it is not God, yet it solemnizes; we know that even it is not pure
in His sight, and we reverently adore. I cannot refrain from quoting
one of my favourite passages from Hooker, for although it relates partly
to the doings of the Most High, yet it has to do with Himself: "Dangerous it were for the feeble brain of man to wade far into the doings ot
the Most High; Whom although to know be life, and joy to make
mention of His name; yet our soundest knowledge is to know that we
know Him not as indeed He is, neither can know Him: and our safest
eloquence concerning Him is our silence, when we confess without
confession that His glory is inexplicable, His greatness above our
capacity and reach. He is above and we upon earth, therefore it
behoveth our words to be wary and few" (Book 1. 2).
The holiness of God seems to me to be the attribute that we can in
the least degree understand. It is an essential attribute in Him, known
perfectly to Him in Whom is no sin, and not to us. Yet what an awful
attribute when revealed to an unsaved soul. A minister of much
experience told me that he had never but once witnessed the dying-bed
of an unsaved, and at the same time sin-convinced, person; and he
related to me how the man in his agony of mind could say nothing but
" 0 Holy God! 0 Holy God!" When revealed, the contrast with
the blackness of sin is indeed awful.
The justice of God is more comprehensible, for the revelation of it is
clearly and closely connected with the Atonement. Christ not only
addresses His Father as Holy Father, but also as Righteous Father.
He must be understood by us, if we would know Him rightly, as a
"just God and a Saviour," and as" faithful and just to forgive us our
sins." When we get a clear view of the Cross as satisfying all the just
demands of a righteous God, conscience is satisfied. Love and grace,
mercy and pardon, apart from this, will not satisfy conscience at all
times. The mind must be convinced that the sinner takes his stand
upon the very righteousness of God, that God has never overlooked,
or lightly regarded, or palliated sin; but that He has awfully, righteously, justly dealt with it, and thus established in and by righteousness the sinner's claim to eternal life as a saint in Christ Jesus. To the
eye of faith, "Fear God" and" Love God" are both inseribed upon
the Cross; and those who fear God most are those who visit it the
most frequently and there taste of His love. But what an awful
manifestation of God's justice is the Cross! That blest Atonement
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could be made by the Son of God alone, and He had to sustain that
stroke of God's justice which broke His heart, and wrung from Him
the cry, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ "
God has so wisely associated the clearest manifestation of His grace
and tender love with the most forcible evidence of His hatred of the
sin He forgives, that it is impossible rightly to apprehend the one
apart from the apprehension of the other. Certainly, no dealing of
God with man, not even the deluge, or the destruction of the cities of
the plain, has, as yet in the world's history revealed the awful majesty
of God's justice to the same extent as the Cross. If we have been
crucified with Christ, solemn indeed are the thoughts connected therewith; and, just as these solemn thoughts possess the soul, so will
settled peace and quiet calm rule the spirit and the life. That God's
demands have been fully met; that God's claims have been allowed
to the full, and have been satisfied; that the law has thundered its
loudest around the Cross; that the sword of Divine justice has been
plunged into the heart of every sinner, now saved by the precious
blood-all this and more the Cross tells forth.
The Christian should dwell at the Cross, as one who has passed through
it, not as one who hopes to be saved by it. It is from the fields of the
promised land (as risen with Christ) that we regard the dark depth of
this Jordan; but the more steadily we gaze, the more clearly do we
understand the perfect completeness of our salvation, and the fearful
cost at which it was gained by the Son of God. I believe that Ps.
xxx. 4 is a Christian experience, though I should prefer rendering
" because of Thy fear." Israel in Canaan could never forget the dark
depths of Jordan, when, at least, they walked with God. The twelve
stones set up in the promised land were taken from Jordan's bed, and
twelve stones were placed in that depth of waters; thus the two things,
death and resurrection, were combined. The Crucifixion is the great
event of this world's history; the only one which reveals the whole
character of God; the most awful, the most blessed; the sharpest
sword of justice there glitters in the brightest beams of love.
But the Son of God alone could enter into all this so as to perfectly
comprehend it. He knew the real character and penalty of sin, as
being" that abominable thing" which God hates. In the everlasting
covenant of grace He undertook to accomplish the redemption, which
even God could not otherwise accomplish, seeing that He cannot deny
Himself. Never can the agony of the hiding of God's countenance fade
from His memory, even when wielding the royal sceptre to which it
entitles Him. Whilst darkness cast its mantle over the shame of the
murder of the Son of God, the ninth hour is passing when "Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ~ that
is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" (St.
Matt. xxvii. 46). What an experience to pass through! yet how fitting
for Him, Whose office it was and is to save sinners from the wrath to
come, ,to seek and to lead by the Spirit the sinner to Himself, to minister
unto and sympathize with His own flock. God's power, God's holiness,
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God's justice, are all known to Him. The Spirit of the Father dwells
in the Son as the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, and
from Father and Son flows to the people of God, who receive of this
Spirit. From the lips of the Son of Man, from the redeemed Church
on earth, from Calvary's cross, from the starry firmament, from earth
and sea, from the height of heaven's glory, from the very depth of hell,
there sounds in the anointed ear, in perfect unison, "Hallowed be Thy
name."
I notice here, as connected with this subject, the reference in Heb.
v. 7 to the Lord's sufferings in the garden of Gethsemane. They seem
to have becn anticipatory of the suffering of death, and especially so of
the hiding of God's countenance. They were not atoning sufferingsthough occasionally in hymns there are confusing thoughts and suggestions with respect to this-but were the effect of the knowledge
possesscd by Jesus of "the things that should come upon Him."
" Jesus," as has been well written, " was not yet drinking the cup, but
it was before His eyes. On the Cross ne bore the wrath of God, His
soul feeling itself forsaken of Him. Here it is the power of Satan,
using death as a terror with which to overwhelm him" (Darby's
Synopsis). The effect produced upon the mind of Christ, which is
described in Heb. v. in these words, "Was heard in that He feared,"
expresses precisely that feeling towards God which I would designate
as godly fear. Such is the rendering of the passage in the Revised
Version, and it is connected with that striking verse (verse 8) where we
read, " Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things
that He suffered." Thus He is made perfect. The Evangelical fea:r
of God is really conformity to the will of God. This is very concisely
expressed by the same author whom I have quoted above, "The Lord
therefore takes this cup, but He takes it from His Father's hand. It
was His will that He should drink it. Committing Himself thus
entirely to His Father, it is neither from the hand of His enemies, nor
from that of Satan that He takes it. According to the perfection with
which He had subjected Himself to the will of God in this matter,
committing all to Him, it is from His hand alone He receives it. It is
the Father's will. It is thus that we escape from second causes, and
from the temptations of the enemy, by seeking only the will of God,
who directs all things. It is from Him we receive affiiction and trial,
if they come." So, when the" heavens do rule," and the kingdom is
the Lord's, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord will have
full sway. They shall all " know the Lord," and they shall all " fear
the Lord and His goodness in the latter days" (Hosea iii. 5). There is
yet another point to be noticed in connection with this spiritual resting
upon our Lord, namely, His perfect knowledge as to the true nature of
sin, and its penalty. One of the characteristics of sin is that it hides
itself from the sinner's eyes, or so blinds the eyes that, if seen at all, it
is through a false medium.· The Lord, as Lord of Creation, must have
rejoiced in the order that rules through all His works; nothing but this
could satisfy His perfect mind: disorder is from disobedience; from
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disobedience confusion. But He has to do and had to do with a world
of sinners; a world that turns on its own axis, and preserves its
appointed course around the sun; but whose inhabitants dare to defy
the Most High, hate His laws, have crucified His Christ, and still will
not do His will, but their own. All this to Christ must be incomprehensibly fearful, and in His judgment must end in "the worm that
dieth not, and the fire that never is quenched." All that He witnessed
on earth of sin and its effects, the whole course ending with the dark
hour on the cross, led even the Holy One of God through all sin's
experiences and consequences, although Himself untouched and unspotted by sin in thought or a et.
One of the most striking portions of the Bible is contained in the
15th and 16th chapters of St. Luke. It is striking in many ways, but
more particularly as presenting the Lord to us in His double position as
the Saviour and the Judge of sinners. Chapter xv. is full of grace, and
is to my mind of all chapters in the Bible the most encouraging to the
seeking soul, or (more especially) to the returning backslider. Standing
upon this earth with publicans and sinners upon the one hand, and
proud self-righteous Pharisees on the other, He points to the height of
that heaven, which He alone knew, and proclaims the blessed truth
that" there is joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth." But in
chapter xvi. the rich man, who, I have no doubt, typifies the Pharisee,
is depicted in all the suffering of hell. How fearful the contrast! yet
all perfectly known to and felt by Him. No one could scale the height
of that grace or sound the depths of that misery but Christ. That
knowledge He has now, and no heart is so solemnized as His at the
doom of the ungodly, which is necessitated by the holiness and justice
of an Almighty God.
In offering a few concluding observations, I may add that I have
sought to write the previous pages in a spirit of humble dependence
upon God. I have felt much impressed of late with the necessity of
presenting the subject of" the fear of God" in an Evangelical manner.
I have refrained from quoting fully, as I might have done, from the Old
Testament, lest the objection should be raised that such a frame of mind
was inconsistent with the experiences of grace and love pre-eminently
taught in the New Testament. What I feel experimentally is, that fear
and love are not inconsistently associated together, and that in reality
those who love God are the only persons who sincerely fear Him, and
that the truth holds us good with regard to ourselves as to the literal
Israel-" And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I
will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my
fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me " (Jer. xxxii. 40).
Of grace, love, and assured, covenanted blessing, not only this passage,
but its context, speaks in no dark sentences. Is not the fear a part of
grace's work? Is it not a component part of that love which is the
Spirit's gift, and not an opposing principle? "The fear of God," says
Bates, " is a preservative of our joy in Him." Most truly to the point
are the words of J. Gerhard, " The fear of God is to be united with the
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love of God; for love without fear makes men remiss, and fear without
love makes them servile and desperate."
All slavish fear and doubt is inconsistent with true faith. The
Word of God says, "He that believeth on Me (Christ) hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnation." To this the Holy Spirit
bears witness, and such dread is effectually shut out where the" Spirit
of knowledge" abides in association with the" Spirit of fear." Ignorance of God causes ungodly fear; the knowledge of Him creates a fear
spiritual and fruitful. It is such a fear as this which the Apostle
commends to the Philippians in the words, "Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you,
both to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phil. 12, 13). What does
this verse mean 1
No doubt the apostle points out to them that their obedience during
his absence was an evidence that God was present with them by His
Holy Spirit, to work out the salvation which was their own individually.
At the same time he carefully avoids saying, " Work lor your salvation."
He speaks of the believer's course between the time of acceptance in
the Beloved, the coming to Christ, and the crown; and he regards the
salvation as theirs already. Why, then, should there be any fear or
trembling 1 The reasons seem to me to be these :First: There would be a sense of the abiding presence of the Holy
Ghost. This I believe to be the most effectual of all influences in
purging away sin within and hindering its entrance from without. Do
I believe that God dwells in me 1 " Holiness becometh His house for
ever." Refer to 1 Cor. vi., in order to see how St. Paul brings this truth
to bear upon the Corinthian licentiousness. Does he not also make it
the groundwork upon which he bases his exhortation to separation
from the world 1-" I will dwell in them and walk in them" (2 Cor. vi.
16, 17). Can we realize this without godly fear 1 When the Apostles
prayed after Pentecost, the place where they were gathered together
was shaken, and they were filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts iv. 31).
This was the assurance of the Spirit's presence. His abiding in
us is the testimony of our perfect salvation, through J esllS at the right
hand of God, and the revealing to us of all that is inconsistent with our
blessed position.
Secondly: There would be a fear of Satan. I mean such a fear as
must keep us very close to Christ. The fear would not be dread of God,
but the very opposite. Feeling that we have a Friend and Saviour in
Him Who has overcome Satan, we, in perfect confidence of faith, put
our whole trust in Him with the confidence of love. Such happy
experience we should not know if there was no danger and no fear. The
storm without drives the wayfarer to the shelter within. It is through
godly fear that we learn to obey the injunction, " Abide in Me." There
we are safe. There we are" more than conquerors through Him that
loved us." Carnal presumption may suggest our sallying forth to meet
the enemy, who walketh about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may
devour," but the Spirit saith, " Be sober, be vigilant."
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Thirdly: God impresses a wholesome fear upon His children by His
chastisements. We must never conceive of God as One Who loves to
chastise. God is love, and all judgment is " His strange work"; but
it is quite another thing to realize that "whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth." Thus, chastening is from love and consistent with love,
and never continues after the loving purpose is fulfilled. There are
many reasons which prompt God to inflict it, and it is not always to be
regarded as a correction; but it is often chastisement for sin, and when
the cause is detected there will be a fear of offending again. Our sonship is often more fully realized at such a time than in the days of
prosperity. The Spirit of knowledge leads us into a more perfect
acquaintance with our Father's character, and the Spirit of fear preserves our feet from wandering out of the path of obedience. "You
only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will
punish (or visit) you for all your iniquities" (Amos iii. 2).
Fourthly: There must ever be a fear of miscarrying, so as to bring
rebuke and blasphemy from those without, against the cause and the
people of God. The Christian lives in the midst of foes, who will make
great boasting of their conquest if they prevail. "Beware," says the
Apostle, "lest any man spoil you," that is, carry you off and exhibit
you as a triumph. "You cannot miscarry," writes Baxter, in his
Reformed Pastor, " but the world will ring of it; the eclipses of the sun
by day are seldom without witnesses." How often have we to lament
mistakes and falls and misleadings of others! Again I say, Abide in
Him. "It is God that worketh in you to will and to do of His good
pleasure"; resist not His will, and you will be His " pleasant child."
He that knows God will know himself; and he who knows himself by
spiritua,l teaching will walk like the early Churches, " in the fear of the
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 31).

JEHOVAH ROPHI.
No one can estimate the blessedness of those who have in their every
condition--':as their God and Saviour-Him Who is "the Lord that
healeth." It may be bodily healing they receive-as did Miriam, who
was back in the camp in seven days-as Hezeh...-jah, who on the third
day revived and went to the house of the Lord-as the Shunamite's
boy, who was raised from the dead. But it may be healing other than
bodily. The Name was revealed to one who died in full possession of
all his powers. It was Jehovah Rophi Who denied the life of David's
child, though his father fasted and prayed for it for a whole week; Who
sent the godly young prince Abijah to an early grave; and Who
watched over and loved Lazarus while he lay in hunger and discomfort
at the rich man's gates.
So those for whom is prepared a country where no inhabitant shall
say, "I am sick," where there shall be' no more pain, have here often
repeated cause to seek unto Him Who was, and is, the Great Physician;
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Who did, and does, heal all manner of diseases. He rebukes the
fevers of His children, the anxious, restless, wearing cases. How they
like to feel one of His touches; they have no word spoken; but He
touches their hand, and immediately the fever leaves them. They
have no longer the responsibility of their way pressing on themselves.
Then the head-no longer sick-is lifted up; and the heart, not now
faint, is fixed-trusting in the Lord. Then they can rise and minister
to others. They can minister to the impotent-tell them that they
are quite right. There is no man that can lift them out of their helpless
condition; but that Jesus can. He knows how long they have been
in that case, and will presently bid them into perfect wholenes·s. They
can minister forbearance and sympathy to those who, not yet at the
end of their own resources, with increasing weakness are seeking cure
where it is not to be found; and can hope for them, that when all is
spent they will find that,"Jesus, the Healer, still is nigh, the same rich Name He bears,
And still a garment touchable He mercifully; wears."
They can minister to those who grope as if they had no eyes; cheer
them with the prospect that the Son of David will yet pass by. Abundantly answer the petition of His own suggesting, that He will look
upon their affliction, and that looking unto Him, they will be lightened.
They can minister to those who have" eaten ashes like bread, and
mingled their drink with weeping." Remind them that the multitude
which no man can number have all fared the same way. That the
bread of adversity was given to them, and that their water of affliction
was sure. But now they are satisfied, as they see that the Lord Who
feasts them-Himself-had given thanks, blessed, and broken for them
every portion He set before them, and that He had "healed these
waters."
They can minister to those whose hearts are sore pained within them
(Ps. Iv. 4); who are pained at their very heart (Jer. iv. 19). Is it the
faithful wound of a Friend that they feel? Has the Sword of the Spirit
pierced them? Where is the balm, where the Physician Who can heal
them? Only He can upon Whom was laid the iniquity of the chosen
number. How much to be desired is this wounding. The Lord's own
wounding, for His own binding up will succeed.
So "virtue goes out of Him," and He heals them all. He" sends
His word" to those far off, and "some glad promise warms their
hearts." He looketh upon men, and if any say, "I have sinned," His
word is, " I have seen his ways, and will heal him and restore comforts
unto him."
"I poured out my complaint," said David; "I showed Him all my
trouble."
.
So the least and the greatest will some day join in singing, " Bless the
Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, bless His Holy Name. Who
forgiveth all thine iniquity. Who healeth all thy diseases."
"Heal us, Immanuel; here we are." Where are we? He knows
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-whether at the ends of the earth, in weariness and painfulness, or
hoping in Him Who is the health of their countenance and their God.
He knows, and He says, " I will come and heal." I will bring health
and cure.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED."
NOT a sin on my soul! 0 my GOD, I adore Thee
For grace that abounded o'er sin's deadly reign.
Thy SPIRIT has taught me, that, faultless before Thee
I stand through the blood of the Lamb that was slain!
Once living in darkness, and daily transgression,
By self-conceived merits I sinned in Thy face;
But Thy love and Thy mercy have wrung the confession
From out of my soul that salvation's of grace.
The world that delighted me charms me no longer,
Though my way to my SAVIOUR it strove to impede,
It tried all its strength, but Thy love it was stronger,
~i And now in Thy Presence I'm happy indeed.
Made wise to salvation, and graciously given
To leave my sins' burden with JESUS Who died,
I find in my heart the sweet earnest of Heaven,
And live in the light with the LORD at my side.
Thy grace which delivered will be my protection,
For it rested upon me in ages unknown;
In the roll of Thy counsels I read my election,
And know for my comfort I'm ever Thine own.
If Satan should point to my evil behaviour,
And charging with guilt, would endeavour to part
My soul from its Portion, my glorified SAVIOUR
Will show him my name on His once bleeding heart.

For the stream of atonement that gave me remission
Still pours out its pleading to keep me secure;
Nor hell wit4 its devils can change the position,
Now mine through the blood of the Covenant sure.
Not a sin on my soul! 0 my GOD, I adore Thee!
And pray as I worship, to grant that I may
In love and in faith ever walk here before Thee,
Till I see Thee and praise Thee in glory alway !
F. BICKFORD HEARD.
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~ottff.ipOnbenfe.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-

We have been busily engaged in scattering a large quantity of Gospel
literature amongst our soldiers and sailors. They eagerly read the
books sent to them, and ask for more. I should like to send more
literature through the post to places at home and abroad, but the
expense is great. A soldier writing to me says: "It was quite a surprise to me when I received your very thoughtful parcel. It was just
what I was in need of, for it is one of my means of spreading the Gospel;
but I am unable to do as much as I would like. But now God has
opened up a way, though I am wondering if the expense is not too
much for you. May He bless you for the effort is my sincere prayer."
From a Chaplain: "We are very much obliged by your most kind
gift of books, which has duly arrived. They are very welcome, and we
are thankful to have them for distribution amongst our' hungry' men."
From a Worker amongst sailors: "Many thanks for tlie box of
useful Christian books for circulation amongst our sailors. They are
timely."
From another Chaplain: "Very heartily do I thank you for the
yaluable box of literature so kindly sent for our brave seamen. The
bound volumes are especially useful, as we have such difficulty tin
obtaining them. They are placed in bags, and form the library for
the use of the crews on outward-bound vessels."
"
The above letter may prove interesting to some of our friends, for
I am often asked if bound volumes are acceptable for the Mission work.
The gifts of such books have greatly increased during this year, for
which I am thankful; but I should like to be able to place a good
number in each box sent away. Will our kind friends at the beginning
of another year look over their bookshelves, and, if possible, spare a
few for our brave sailors and soldiers ~ Books that have been once
read, and are lying idle on shelves, may do incalculable good to many
if placed on board ship, or given to soldiers.
The following letter is from a Bandsman of the Northumberland
Fusiliers: "I am sure you will be looking forward to having a letter
from me. I must first thank you for the parcel, and I pray that it may
be a blessing. I thank God for the booklets, and pray that they will
be a great help to many. May God bless you and keep you in the good
work."
It is cheering to find godly soldiers ready and eager to distribute
the Word of Life amongst their comrades, and I earnestly hope that
friends will enable me to send a good supply to our brethren in the
British Army. The need is great and the time is short.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL, Decemb€1', 1908.
4
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THE "REAL PRESENCE" IN THE LORD'S SUPPER.
By THE AUTHOR OF "THE PRINCE OF THE POWERS OF THE AIR."
" Take heed•• .unto the doctrine."-l TIM. iv. 16.
THERE can be little doubt in the present day that the doctrine of the
" Real Presence" in the Lord's Supper is the pivot upon which the
whole controversy hinges between the Protestant Churchman and
the Romish Ritualist; and so it has long been. Christian hearts
mourn at the continuous discord, strife, and confusion which enshroud
this important subject. One party in the Church holds one view upon
it, and one another; and all apparently at total variance with the
mind of Christ and the teaching of His Apostles. Not one out of
every hundred in our congregations, I am bold to affirm, possesses
clear, Scriptural views upon it. Sermons are preached, catechisms
compiled, pamphlets written, books published, all with the view of
settling the vexed question; but it remains as misty, as undefined, as
unsatisfactory as ever. And why is this? Simply, I believe, because
many Ministers and members of the Church of England persist in
unduly exalting the ordinance, and placing it in a false positionraising it to an elevation which neither our Saviour nor His Apostles
sanctioned. I think there can be no gainsaying this. Men persist in
teaching and holding that it ranks, as a sacrament, high above every
other ordinance of Christ's appointment. Now, I have for many years
searched the Word of God, which is" the pillar and ground of the truth,"
but I have failed to discover a trace of a promise of special grace to
those who partake of that ordinance, or the shadow of a pretext for
expecting any" Real Presence" or special manifestation of Christ to
the receiver of it. There is a manifestation of Christ in every ordinance
of His appointment, but only by His Spirit. The present is the" dispensation of the Spirit," according to the teaching of Christ in His
last discourse before He suffered (John xiv. 26). Until His coming
again we have to mourn His real absence; and no special manifestation
of Himself does He grant in any form whatever, except spiritually,
through the operation of the Holy Ghost, Whose office it is " to take
of the things of Christ, and show them unto us " (John xvi. 15).
I deny altogether, upon Scriptural grounds, that either Baptism or
the Lord's Supper is a means of salvation to any soul upon earth. They
never have been, and they never will be. "To the law and to the
testimony" is my motto. We must cleave to these, or we shall utterly
fall into error. Let us hold this truth fast, and the believer in Christ
who does so is on safe and sure ground. Let go that anchorage, and
we shall drift out to sea at once.
The Lord's Supper is a precious and valuable institution in itself. It
is a " showing forth of the Lord's death till He come." It is a blessed
remembrance of it. It is a memorial of His dying love. It is a " sacri-
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flce of praise and thanksgiving." It is fellowship of the highest kind
for the people of God on earth. This it is, but it is nothing more. It
is no means of salvation, it is no mystery in any sense of the word. It
is no sacrifice, or imitation, or continuation, or repetition of a sacrifice;
it is simply and solely a memorial-a commemorative feast. Still,
many Christians write upon the strange doctrine of a " Real Presence"
of Christ in that ordinance, as if, because the early Fathers are asserted
to have held it, it must be accepted as true. And it has become in these
days so great a cause of idolatry, animosity, and strife in the Church
of England, that the ordinance itself is imperilled, and lamentably
lowered in the eyes of the middle and poorer classes especially, who,
becoming bewildered by the controversy, and not knowing what to
believe, or where to draw the line, either neglect its observance altogether, or withdraw to those bodies of Christians where it is given and
received in its native simplicity, unshrouded by mystery, and cleared
-of the clouds that darken it in the Church of England.
There is but one ordinance of Christ's appointment given to man as
:a means of salvation, and that is the preaching the everlasting Gospel.
That ordinance, ignored as it is by Sacramentarians, and upholders of
the doctrine of the" Real Presence" in the Lord's Supper, is unquestionably the one and only one means, aclulOwledged and decreed by
God as a means of saving souls. "By the foolishness of preaching,"
writes St. Paul by the Spirit, He " saves them that believe" (I Cor. i.
21). He" opens the blind eyes, turning men from darkness to light,
:and from the power of Satan unto God" (Acts xxvi. 18), all through
this supposed" foolishness of preaching."
" Preach the Word" (2 Tim. iv. 2) is the Divine command. "Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature" (Mark
xvi. 15), was the Saviour's parting injunction to His Apostles and
Disciples, as He stood on mount Olivet, and blessed them, before He
was taken up from them into heaven. How solemn! How emphatic!
And the very first Gospel sermon that was preached according to that
'command, brought a goodly harvest of precious souls into the garner
of the Lord, so markedly did the Spirit of God own that first Gospel
preaching. St. Paul's sermons were weighty and powerful; they
sometimes lasted till midnight. He preached in synagogues, in marketplaces, in upper rooms, upon hills, in gaols, by the sea-side, on ships'
,decks-no matter where he found himself, amongst perishing sinners,
there he preached "Christ crucified," through evil report and good
report, because he knew that it was" the power of God unto salvation"
(I Cor. i. 23), and so he " never shunned to declare the whole counsel
of God" (Acts xx. 27). The act of baptism followed, as a sign of
belief in Christ and repentance for sin; and the partaking of the Lord's
Supper came afterwards, as another sign of faith in, and love to Him,
when they had fully apprehended Him.
But far different is it now. Man, untaught of God, places that first,
in his ignorance and pride, which God places last, and that last which
-God places first; and so it comes to pass that everything is out of
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order, and the professing Church of Christ is rent asunder by divisions,
and made a spectacle for the ungodly and unbelieving to scoff at, and
revile.
Man now, as ever, mars all that he puts his hand to. The clearest
doctrine is darkened by " words without knowledge," and the highest
and most glorious truths of God's Word are nullified and rendered void.
And the memorials of a Saviour's dying love also are becoming a
"proverb and a by-word" amongst men; and no wonder, when they
are misused and raised as a platform upon which an usurped Priesthood
may stand and the grossest superstition and idolatry be practised.
Any expectation of finding the Lord Jesus Christ in any special manner
in the Holy Communion will assuredly end in disappointment; for He
has never promised it. "Where two or three are gathered together in
My name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matt. xviii. 20). This is
the promise, and it is fulfilled equully to every Christian gathering for
prayer and praise and the ministry of the Word as when the Lord's
Supper is administered. This St. Paul knew. "Christ sent me not to
baptize," he tells the Corinthian Church, "but to preach the Gospel"
(1 Cor. i. 17). The baptism was secondary, the" breaking bread" was
secondary, signs only of union with the risen Saviour. The preached
Gospel was, he lmew, the" weapon" to be used for" pulling down the
strongholds of Satan," and setting up the kingdom of God's dear Son
in the hearts of men. The prevailing error of the professing church in
the present day is the desire for a sign, as the Scribes and Pharisees
of old; but no sign will be given to it. Those who worship God
acceptably in His ordinances, "worship Him in sp1'rit and in truth"
(John iv. 24). The more spiritual our service, the more honouring will
it be to the Saviour, as the fruit of a livmg faith in Him. The doctrine
of the" Real Presence" of Christ iu the Lord's Supper is just a figment
of Rome's superstitions and abominable idolatries, We may rest
assured of this. And it is dishonouring to the Lord Jesus, wholly
opposed to the truth, and grievous to the Holy Spirit. And now a
word upon the contested and much misunderstood conversation of our
blessed Lord, recorded in John vi., upon which, It appears, the whole
of the" Real Presence" controversy hinges. If the remotest allusion
to the Lord's Supper is supposed to be made in that conversation, then
Transubstantiation of the grossest kind must be admitted as a doctrine
of the Christian religion. But when it is remembered that the subject
matter of that discourse was the manna, as typical of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that the conversation took place full six months before the
institution of the Lord's Supper, then the truth is apparent that the
disputed words in verses 53 and 57 have not the shadow of an allusion
to the bread and wine taken and received in that ordinance. The
diSCiples were at fault here. Accepting the Saviour's teaching in the
literal sense of the words, they" murmured" at the idea of breaking
the known law of God as given by Moses, which forbade .. l~ating
blood." They called it "a hard suying." As Jews, they ('(luld not
have done it. So the Lord Jesus at once cleared from thril' minds
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every idea of a carnal reception of His body and blood. "The words
that I speak unto you," He says, "they are spirit, and they are life"
(John vi. 60, 63). As spiritual they could bring life to the soul, and
thus only the words referred to a personal acceptance of Himself into
their hearts, as a personal Saviour, and nothing more. Of all important
truths to hold fast by, this is perhaps, in our" perilous times," one of
the most important. Let us cleave to it. It will clear away the
shadows and mists which obscure and dishonour the ordinance, and
the Lord who instituted it.
But there remains something to be said upon two other disputed
passages of God's Word connected with this subject, which I have found
to be strongholds of the Sacramentariall theory, although when viewed
in their true light they are seen to be quite the reverse. The passages I
allude to are in 1 Corinthians x. 16 and xi. 29. But beforf' looking
into them, I must mention the disingenuous manner in which Ritualists
profess to explain them-a sad proof of their habit of wresting the
Scriptures from their original meaning, and distorting passages and
texts, so as to bring them into accordance with their own way of
thinking. They teach that the words in chapter x. 16, "Is it not the
communion of the body of Christ? " should be read" communication,"
and this with the view of proving that in the Lord's Supper the body
of Christ is mysteriously communicated to the receiver of the ordinance,
and that the" Priest" alone understands this mystery, according to a
passage they misinterpret in this same epistle, where St. Paul designates
himself and his fellow-apostles, as " stewards of the mysteries of God"
(1 Cor. iv. 1).
Mark, I beg you, how the teaching of the Word of God is thus turned
into very foolishness-how a net of superstition and error is thrown
over the simplest Gospel statements.
Is not a steward supposed to be a faithful servant of a master? And
has not St. Paul himself defined the" mysteries" of God to consist in
the incarnation of our glorious Saviour, and the preaching of the Gospel
to the Gentile world? (Eph. iii. 1-9.) Full well all who know their
Bibles know that this is so. Again, in the second disputed passage I
have mentioned, where the phrase occurs, .( Not discerning the Lord's
body," they declare to be signified, that he who takes the Sacrament
without believing in some power of the bread to impart strength to the
body, and grace to the soul, through the mysterious reception of the
body of the Lord, lowers the ordinance, and is consequently an unworthy
receiver of it. Verily the hearts of God's people may well sink within
them, as they contemplate those who have undertaken to teach others
the truth of God, propagating such palpable errors. But these are
the predicted signs of the latter times, when "some will depart from
the faith" (1 Tim. iii. 16).
And I feel botmd to say, it is undeniable that if people are led to
believe that such mysterious powers are vested in the clergy, it must
naturally raise the clergy in the eyes of the people to a dazzling and
most exalted, but at the same time a totally false and unscriptural,
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position. But to turn to the real, Scriptural meaning of the two
disputed passages. By the" cup of blessing," mentioned in the firstnamed, every intelligent reader of his Bible understands the cup of
"thanksgiving," referring to the same cup which they drank at the
feast of the Passover, and over which the father of every family in
Israel " gave thanks" to God, for the deliverance of his nation from
the bondage of Egypt, when Psalms cxiv. to cxviii. were said or sung.
Every Jew understood this, and all to whom St. Paul's epistle was
written understood it likewise. And when the passover festival had
come to an end, the" very paschal lamb " having been offered in the
person of the Lord Jesus, what were Christians under the New Testament dispensation to understand by this" cup of blessing" or thanksgiving, unless it was that they acknowledged that they possessed an
equal cause for thanksgiving with the Jew, in their commemoration of
a greater deliverance through God's great love, inasmuch as Israel was
delivered from an earthly bondage only, whereas Christians can rejoice
in claiming through Christ their Passover deliverance from an eternal
bondage of sin and death, and this wrought out for them by Him whose
dying love they with the Apostle commemorated every time they
partook of the Lord's Supper.
Over that cup, then, they could reasonably give thanks to God; but
what could be farther from the Apostle's mind than blessing the cup,
or the wine in it 1 And yet, in spite of all the denunciations of God's
Word against idolatry, our modern Sacramentarians would teach us
that as soon as they have consecrated the bread and wine, both those
elements possess grace, which can be imparted to the receiver of them;
and in confirmation of this belief they encourage their congregations to
prostrate themselves, and adore the cup and wine, and paten and
bread, which are held up for that purpose. Was ever anomaly so wild?
Was ever superstition so gross 1 Was ever idolatry so senseless 1 It
was to save England from this very idolatry that our martyred
Reformers" counted not their lives dear unto them."
In the same chapter from which this" lying wonder" is pretended
to draw its authority, St. Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, writes a
word of warning to the Corinthian Church:. "Wherefore, my dearly
beloved," he urges, "flee from idolatry" (1 Cor. x. 14). Still, in the
face of this warning, we are told to believe that he spoke of a " cup of
blessing" in the very next breath, so sacred as to be worthy of idolatrous
veneration. Can such inconsistency be supposed to have existed in an
inspired apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ 1 Would such teaching be
worthy of a Paul 1 The argument of the whole chapter is entirely
against such a view. Let us look at it. The first fifteen verses of the
chapter are taken up with a recapitulation of Israel's failures and
provocations in the wilderness wanderings, and God's just punishments
for their wrath-provoking sins; with an earnest warning to the Corinthians to abstain from provoking God in the same way, especially by
idolatry. The remaining portion of the chapter draws a contrast
between the Table of the Lord, where the Supper of the Lord was taken,
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and the idol altar and sacrifices which were common in Corinth, showing
the vital difference which existed between the two-one being the Table
of the Lord, the other for devil worship The Corinthians could not
consistently attend upon both. "I would not that ye should have
fellowship with devils" (1 Cor. x. 20), writes the zealous Apostle. At
the Table the I.ord is honoured; at the altar Satan is worshipped.
They could not serve God and Belial. The very meat offered to Belial
was to be shunned by them if possible; and they were, as professing
Christians, to " take the cup of thanksgiving" and the broken bread,
and with grateful hearts see in those signs the cause for their thanksgiving, and hold communion or fellowship with Him of whose sufferings
they were emblems. This simple explanation is the only true one of
a supposed difficult passage, the difficulty arising from the misinterpretation put upon it by those who, whilst attempting to teach others,
need themselves to be taught of God.
And now a few words upon the second disputed passage, where again
the truth-loving St. Paul is accredited with giving authority for a mild
kind of Transubstantiation. In chapter xi. 29 he condemns the Corinthian Christians for" not discerning the Lord's body" in the Lord's
Supper. "Then," say our Sacramentarians, "the Lord's body must
have been in the bread." Reckless of the argument which the Apostle
was handling, and not caring to stop and consider the context, it is
sufficient for their purpose to hold to those five words, hard and fast,
blind to all others. And thus they lead unstable souls, and timid souls,
and superstitious souls, into glaring error. But how stands the' text
when honestly viewed? A great and grave sin had been committed
in the professing Christian Church at Corinth-drunkenness had prevailed at the Lord's table; they had made no difference between their
own tables and the table of the Lord; they treated the sacred feast
with scandalous dishonour and ignominy; they came together professedly to commemorate the love of their Lord in dying for them, and
they insulted His ordinance by their manner of observing it. "What!
have ye not houses to eat and to drink in ? " asks the noble Apostle, "or
despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? . . . shall
I praise you in this? I praise you not." God's wrath was consequently kindled against them for this great sin. He sent sickness,
disease, and death amongst them, and laid them low (see verse 30).
St. Paul therefore tells them that there is need of consideration as to
what the ordinance is, and what it points to, before partaking of it ;
and that before they came to the table of the Lord they should" appease
their hunger and thirst at home," and keep ever before them that the
Supper is a showing forth of His death until He comes again; that it
is a picture to the end of time of His body broken on the cross for sin.
But to sit down and eat that bread, regardless and unmindful of what
it manifests, and seeing nothing of the Lord's broken body figured by
it, is a mark of a careless, ungodly mind, and for this they would be
judged and punished. They were therefore to judge or examine themselves, and thus escape" the judgment of the Lord."
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Can anything be more simple or easy to be understood 1 Surely
the" wayfaring man, though a fool," need" not err therein." May
our dishonoured Lord, the great Head of His Church, awaken the" idol
shepherds" amongst us, who cause" the flock of His heritage" to err,
lest they be amongst the wilfully blind who lead the blind; remembering the last admonition of the beloved Apostle-" Little children, keep
yourselves from idols.'_'_ "'====
A PROPHETIC SPEECH
DELIVERED BY THE EARL OF ELDON IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS, ON
. FRIDAY, APRIL 10TH, 1829, IN THE DEBATE BEFORE THE THIRD
READING OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION ACT, 1829.

" I DO not blame any officer of the Crown unless he was auxiliary to
that system of unconstitutional toleration in relation to the conduct
of the Catholic Association. As to the conduct of those who brought
forward this measure, I now see nothing extraordinary in it. When I
see so many sit in silent acquiescence, who three months ago would
have been eloquent in uttering abomination and vituperation of the
prcsent measure." [Here the noble and learned Lord referred their
Lordships to certain legal authorities on the particular arguments
relative to the oath of supremacy.] "Wc havc even the words of a
Roman Catholic ecclesiastic (Dr. Doyle), who declared his opinion,
that the Roman Catholic religion would not have succeeded in obtaining all its rights until they could have a Roman Catholic legislature
and a Catholic king. Can it be believed, then, that King William
would ever have accepted the Crown on the condition that the Houses
of Lords and Commons might be Roman Catholic 1 Never. Then,
in continuing the exclusion of the Roman Catholics from the Crown,
you offer an insult to the Catholics which they can never forgive;
and in retracting that declaration on the nature of the Roman Catholic
doctrines made by the king and by all your Lordships, what effect do
you think such a retraction will have on the moral and religious principles of the country 1 It has been said that this is not a religious
question. My Lords, I contend it is both a political and religious
question, and one, too, of paramount importance. I do believe that
the majority of the people of England are adverse to the measure in
consequence of the extravagant doctrines of the Catholic religion.
As to the assertion that while the king remained Protestant he would
not confer power on Roman Catholics, and that, in consequence, the
bill would bring no harm to the Protestant institutions of the country;
if the King shall continue to exclude Catholics from power, you make
them discontented, and direct their disaffection from the laws, and
turn it against the king. God forbid, my Lords, that I should entertain any malignant feelings against Roman Catholics or Dissenters on
account of their religious opinions. So far from such a feeling, my
Lords, I should rather see any religion established in connection with
the State, and granting toleration to the Church of England, than
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consent to a measure calculated to destroy the Church of Ireland,
which I consider an essential part of the established Church of England."
[The noble Earl here contended that the proposed concessions were
a violation of the solemn compact made with King William, the principle of which was, that we should have a Protestant king, and that
the religion of the State should never be endangered.]
" How could a departure from the tests devised for their security
be reconciled with the oath taken by a Privy Councillor, or by those
who entered that house? It was further, on examination, his decided
opinion, that by the Act of Union with Scotland, no Papist could be
admitted into Parliament. At the time the union was agreed to, the
people claimed this stipulation as part of the then law of the land.
With respect to the opinions of Mr. Pitt, had he continued to live we
should never again have heard of this measure without its being accompanied by full, ample, and satisfactory securities. The measures
connected with this (and which are called securities), were those for
putting down the Catholic Association, and disfranchising the fortyshilling freeholders. Not having been present when that measure was
last night discussed in committee, he should now say that he deemed
that measure one of vast importance to the country, and the mode of
proceeding on it was one of great difficulty. He had admitted the
competency of Parliament to alter the Acts of Union, and it was also
competent to Parliament to make that alteration with respect to the
disfranchisement of the forty-shilling freeholders of Ireland. As to
the Irish Church, were that destroyed, he did not believe that the
Church of England would survive it an hour.
Here the noble Lord read extracts from a pamphlet, written by a
Roman Catholic clergyman, "not Dr. Doyle," but one published
under the signature of " J. K. I,.," in which the writer says, that" the
Roman Catholics had no securities to giVe to the Church of England
if she tampered with her safety. That it was in vain for statesmen
to contend-in vam for Parliament to declare-that the Established
Church was inviolable-for fall it must; it was of human erection,
and therefore liable to decay. It would fall, and nothing but the
memory of the mischief it had occasioned would survive it. Already
did it behrin to exhibit symptoms of approaching dissolution." His
Lordship read further extracts from the book, in which the writer, in
speaking of the Established Church, said, "It (the Protestant Church)
has had its day, and when the hour of its dissolution shall have arrived,
we shall once'more have a Catholic King and a Catholic Parliament."
(Continued cheering.) Such was the opinion of this writer-such was
the opinion of the Roman Catholics. No sincere Catholic could or
did look for less than a Catholic king and a Catholic Parliament.
Their Lordships might flatter themselves that the dangers he had
anticipated were visionary, and God forbid he should say that those
who voted for the third reading of this bill will not have done so conscientiously, believing that no danger exists, or Clln be apprehended
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from it. But in so voting, if they did not conscientiously believe
they were placing in any danger the great, the paramount interests of
this Protestant State, they had not that knowledge of its true interests
and situation that they ought to have; for, from the moment that
the bill passed-from that night forward-that State would no longer
have a Protestant king and a Protestant Parliament. [Loud cheering,
renewed at intervals during the close of the noble Earl's speech, and
which he delivered in a tone peculiarly impressive and solemn.]
" Those with whom we are dealing are too wary to apprize you by
any indiscreet conduct of the dangers to which you are exposed. When
those dangers shall have arrived I shall have been consigned to the
urn, the sepulchre, and mortality; but that they will arrive I have
no more doubt than that I yet continue to exist. Notwithstanding
this sad conviction, I pray to God to avert the dangers that I foresee.
You hear the words of a man who will soon be called to his great
account. God forbid, therefore, that I should raise my humble warning
voice did I not deem this measure a breach of every notion that I
have of a civil contract, a breach of every article of the constitution,
and contrary to the spirit of those oaths I have taken to my King and
to that constitution. Pardon, my Lords, a man far advanced in
years, who is willing to give up his existence to avert the dangers with
which all he loves, all he reveres, are threatened. I solemnly declare
that I had rather not be living to·morrow morning than on awakening
to find that I had consented to this measure; for after all the consideration I have given to it I feel it is impossible that I could concur
in it, believing it, as I do, to be an abrogation of all those laws which
I deem necessary to the safety of the Church-a violation of those laws
which I hold as necessary to the preservation of the throne as to that
of the Church, and as indispensable to the existence of the Lords and
Commons of this realm, as to that of the King and our holy religion.
Feeling all this, I repeat that I would rather cease to exist than, upon
awaking to-morrow morning to find that I had consented to a measure
fraught with evils so imminent and so deadly, and of which had I not
solemnly expressed this, my humble but firm conviction, I should
have been acting the part of a traitor to my country, my Sovereign,
and my God."
THE ARCHBISHOP·DESIGNATE OF YORK.
AT a meeting of the Council of the Church Association, held on December
3rd, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: That as a
fundamental principle of the British Constitution, the administrative
action of the Crown is guided by the advice of the Prime Minister, and
the Council of the Church Association, recognizing this responsibility,
feels bound to protest against the recent nomination of the Bishop of
Stepney to the Archbishopric of York. Not merely is the great position
of an Archbishop exceptionally bestowed upon one of the youngest of
the assistant Bishops, but at the present juncture Churchmen naturally
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looked for an Archbishop who would use his great infiuellce to uphold
the law as declared by the King's Courts, and loyally vindicate the
Protestant character of the Church of England. The antecedents of
the Bishop of Stepney clearly prove that he is out of sympathy with
the Reformation in England, and warmly interested as a partisan in
the restoration of mediooval usages and doctrines, and in resistance
to the existing jurisdiction of the Royal Supremacy. These characteristics are evidenced by the "Minutes of Evidence" published by
the recent Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline. In giving
his own evidence, his Lordship repeatedly stated that the" six points"
of Ritualism (including the Mass, Vestments, the burning of lights
before the sacrament, the use of wafers, etc.) were all permissible, and
ought to be allowed by the bishops, though condemned as illegal by
His Majesty's Courts (Minutes, vo!. iii., Qq. 20,158, 20,255, 20,322),
and that incense should be used" as each bishop may determine"
(Q. 20,205). He also defended the reservation of the Sacrament
(Q. 20,162, 20,163, 20,194), a practice condemned both by the published
" Opinions" of Archbishops Temple and Maclagan, and by the judgment of the Dean of the Arches in Bishop of Oxford v. O. P. Honley.
He held at the same time that reservation for" purposes of devotion"
(i.e., for the Adoration of the Host) did not concern the "teaching
of the English Church in a vital matter," but merely concerned its
"methods" (Q. 20,365). When it was suggested to him that the
practice of carrying a light through the streets before the sacrament,
as it was being taken to a sick man's house, was" a real danger," he
apologised for the clergyman who did so as one who" merely surrounded
the sacrament with such tokens of reverence as were generally in use
in his church" (Q. 20,262). The jurisdiction of the Crown in Council
he pronounced "absolutely unsatisfactory" (Q. 20,326); while, on
the other hand, the " interpretation of what is or is not fundamental
within the commonly accepted standard of the English Church, must
be left, under existing circumstances, to the diocesan bishop" (Q.
20,303). He quite recognized that the right he was claiming for
bishops to sanction services went" beyond the powers at present given
by Act of Parliament" (Q. 20,169). If evidence were needed that the
Bishop of Stepney personally adopts the use of pre-Reformation
insignia, it is furnished in vo!. i., p. 279, of the sam~ record. As Churchmen and as Protestants we have no choice but to express our bitter
disappointment and regret that such an appointment should have been
thrust upon the National Church, and our resentment at such advice
having been tendered to our most Gracious Sovereign, King Edward
VII., whom God preservo !
=======
MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE sudden death is reported of the Rev. R. C. Fillingham, Rector of
Hexton, at Dijon, on a journey from Italy to England. --Mr. WaIter
Walsh, writing in the columns of our Protestant contemporary The
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English Churchman, makes the following timely observation on the
present Papal attack on the great Protestant Statutes: "The Government has promised to promote legislation having for its object the
revision of the Royal Declaration against Popery. But how are they
going to do it, so as to satisfy all parties, Protestant and Roman
Catholic 1 A few years since a Conservative Government brought
in a Bill on the same lines, but it was defeated, owing to the action
of the Romanists, who refused to consent to the insertion of words
in the Declaration repudiating any Roman Catholic doctrine, however
mildly that repudiation might be worded. On Tuesday week, when
Lord Braye asked a question on the subject in the House of Lords,
he delivered a speech, in which he declared that' the only means of
settling the matter would be the absolute abolition of the Statute
which requires the Declaration to be made. But Mr. William Redmond's new Roman Catholic Disabilities (Removal) Bill, though
promoted by as earnest a Romanist as Lord Braye, proposes to retain
the Declaration, but to omit the censure of the Mass and Invocation
of Saints, inserting in its place the words from the Coronation Oath:, Will, to the utmost of my power, maintain the laws, the true profession
of the Gospel, and the Protestant Religion established by law.' Of
course, the absurdity of such a proposal is manifest when it is seen
that it would make the Sovereign take the Oath twice in the same words,
once when making the Declaration, and again when he takes the Coronation Oath. And it is not to be forgotten that a Roman Catholic
Sovereign, under Jesuit guidance and the aid of mental reservation
and equivocation, might swear to the amended Declaration with a
quiet conscience. He could promise to maintain the Protestant
Declaration' to the utmost of his power,' and then announce that his
conscience made him powerless to do anything of the kind. And, of
course, Mr. Redmond knows very well that, should the Church of
Engla.nd become disestablished, the words he proposes to add to the
Declaration would necessarily have to be omitted, thus making the
Declaration and the Coronation Oath worthless as Protestant safeguards
to the Throne. And is it not inconsistent in Mr. Redmond, a Roman
Catholic, to take an active part in requiring the Sovereign to swear to
maintain the Protestant Religion 1 "
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

THE new number of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait and
biographical sketch of the late Rev. S. K. Bland, together with interesting articles by Mr. F. A. Bevan and Mr. J. H. Hallett, and a poem by
the Rev. J. Silvester, M.A., Vicar of Great Clacton. Copies will be
gladly sent to any friends who will circulate them among those likely
to help. The Winter Appeals have been unusually successful, and the
Committee thank God for the favour the Institution enjoys in the eyes
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of His people, for the plea of the Society is to the godly on behalf of
the aged godly poor. The Old Age Pensions Act will undoubtedly
cause emphasis to be added to the sole object of the Institution, the
welfare of " the household of faith."
An unprecedented number of new candidates have recently been
nominated, principally believers between 60 and 70 years of age, and
who do not therefore come within the scope of the Act. Painful are
the narratives of struggle and privation which they have to tell; but
bright is their testimony to the unfailing strength and support they
have found in Him Who is "the same yesterday and to-day and for
ever." Friends have, by parcels of clothing and pecuniary gifts of
coals and other comforts, done much to alleviate the lot of many of the
out-pensioners. All the recipients have had a gift of 7s. 6d. each from
the late Mr. Morton's Fund, and Roll Text Scripture AlmanaC6 for 1909
brighten many a home.
A liberal collection was, by the kindness of Mrs. Vicat, made in her
drawing-room at Sydenham Rise, after a Bible-reading by the Rev.
D. L. Johnson, M.A., of Peldon, a v,alued friend of the Institution.
Such help is of great use, not only financially, but in quickening interest
in the work, and that upon the distinctive lines of Covenant Truth
upon which the Society was founded, and upon which, praise be to God!
it still remains.
The ministration of the Lady Visitors makes the work of the seven
Homes especiallY valuable, and the Committee thankfully refer to
their service/! ,to the inmates, and in paying many out-pensioners.
Were it not for their labours the Institution would lack much of that
personal touch which is one of its characteristics. We need heart-toheart service, and would beware of the machinery which takes away
the life out of such effort. There is a blessing which flows from ta king
the gift to the pensioner, for there is mutual joy and thanksgiving to
God, the Great Source of all blessing, coming to us through His wellbeloved Son. Shall we not seek to serve Him by considering how we
can help and encourage His aged ones? The Lord stir up our hearts
in this honoured, blessed ministration.
No fewer than 1700 life pensioners in all parts of the Kingdom are
upon the books; and the Pensions have now reached a total of more
than £12,000 per annum.
A portion of a letter from 3 subscriber brings this month's notes to
a close: "It is a Society most dear to my heart; It is worked on
first-rate principles. I can imagine no Society doing a better work
than this one, which brings sunshine into the hearts and homes of many
of God's dear servants in their old age. It provides' old age pensions'
of the best kind and in the best manner. I shall, of course, be happy
to keep up my subscription of £10, which for several years I have given."
IF I cannot in my lifetime persuade some people that I am no hoarder
of money, I shall convince them at my death.-Oalvin.
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lJassing iSbents.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
UNDER the auspices of the Evangelical Alliance, arrangements were
long since made for the observance of the sixty-second annual Week of
Prayer, which always commences with the first Sunday in each year.
This month it will be from the 3rd to the 9th. There are indications
that the coming week will be more extensively observed at home and
abroad than that of any previous year, over one hundred countries
participating. It is striking proof of the universality of this observance
that the programme of suggested topics for prayer for each day of the
week, prepared annually by the Council of the Alliance, is translated
into many foreign languages; thus, even the native Christians in the
various mission-fields are able to take an intelligent part with their
fellow-Christians all over the world in this season of united supplication.
The general outline of subjects is as follows: On Monday, thanksgiving and humiliation; on Tuesday, prayer for the Church Universal,
of which Christ is the Head; Wednesday, prayer for nations and their
rulers; Thursday, prayer for foreign missions; Friday, prayer for
families, educational establishments, and the young; Saturday,
prayer for the Jews and home missions.
During the past month an organized assault was made in Parliament
by the Papists on the Sovereign's statutory Declaration against Popery,
and a Bill was read in the House of Commons to repeal its provisions.
In the House of Lords the Government promised to give the arrogant
demands of the Roman Catholics favourable consideration! The Bill
introduced in the Commons seeks to remove the legal restrictions
placed on the Jesuit and other Popish Orders bound by monastic vows.
These alarming foreign attcmpts to abolish the safeguards surrounding
the Protestant Faith and Throne of this kingdom must be resolutely
resisted by all Constitutional methods. We are glad to state that a
meeting was held at the National Club, Whitehall, on the 10th ult.,
organized by the fifty-one United Protestant Societies, at which it
was settled that steps should be taken strenuously to oppose the
intolerable proposals made by the Papal authorities.
The period between the present time and the opening, in February,
of the Parliamentary Session, should witness the holding of public
meetings in London and the provinces for the adoption of resolutions
condemning any tampering with the Great Protestant Statutes by
the Government, as disloyal to the reigning House, dangerous to the
Commonwealth, and prejudicial to the cause of civil and religious
liberty. Such j resolutions should be forwarded to all Ministers of
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State and Members of the two Houses of Parliament. Parliamentary.
petitions should also be adopted praying that no measure for the
repeal of any part of the Bill of Rights,'or of any section in the Roman
Catholic Emancipation Act, may be passed by the Legislature. Protestant literature should be circulated, setting clearly before the
Constituencies the vital issues involved in the latest Papal attack on
the national religion and the Constitutional rights of his MAJESTY'S
Protestant subjects. Prayer should be made to God without ceasingboth publicly and privately-for His blessing on our efforts to maintain
intact the laws which the foresight and wisdom of our Protestant
ancestors enacted, so that "peace and happiness, truth and justice,
religion and piety, may be established among us for all generations."
The Committee of the Protestant Alliance has issued an appeal to
the members of both Houses of Parliament urging them to oppose
the" Roman Catholic Disabilities (Removal) Bill," pointing out that
if passed into law it would upset the foundation of the Protestant
Constitution and Throne. The manifesto of the Alliance deals with
the secret working of the Legitimist Jacobite League, whose aim is
the restoration of the Stuarts. Furthermore, the document points out
that Mr. Redmond's Bill has a clause asking for the withdrawal of
all enactments against the Order of Jesuits, notwithstanding the wellknown fact that nearly all Roman Catholic countries have had to
expel them.
The Protestant Truth Society has passed the following resolution,
which has been sent to all the Cabinet Ministers: "The Committee
of the Protestant Truth Society has had under consideration the
statement of the Earl of Crewe, made in the House of Lords on
December 8th, in reply to Lord Braye asking for an undertaking on
the part of the Government' to introduce into Parliament a measure
to abolish the Oath or Declaration imposed by statute on the Sovereign
<In meeting his or her first Parliament.' The Earl of Crewe's reply is
viewed by this Society with considerable alarm, particularly as it
contained a promise 'to submit before very long some proposition
with that object.' This Committee is convinced that any action of
this nature by the Government is fraught with the gravest Constitutional dangers, and makes its earnest appeal that no such revolutionary
change be further contemplated. The most vigorous and determined
opposition to any tampering with our statutory Protestant safeguards
will be waged throughout the country, and this Society will carry on a
determined resistance. The Committee would, moreover, point out
that the great majority of the supporters of the Government at the
last election went to the poll under the conviction that they were dealing
a blow at priestly domination, and any betrayal of these convictions
must speedily bring about political retribution.
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An important statement was made in the House of Lords by Lord
Morley, Secretary of State for India, on the 17th ult., setting forth
various important reforms in the Government of India, which his
Lordship said would open up a new chapter in the history of that
country. It is hoped that this generous policy will have a beneficial
effect on the elements of discontent which of late have become alarming.
During the six months between Easter and Michaelmas, 143fi cases
packed with Scriptures, weighing altogether 154 tons, were sent out
from the London headquarters of the British and Foreign Bible Society
for shipment abroad. These, however, represent only a fraction of
the Society's output, as two-thirds of its editions are printed in the
foreign countries where they are circulated.

EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE MR. G. MULLER.
BETHESDA, DEC. 25TH, 1892.
" H1'S

name shall be called . .. Counsellol'."-IsA. ix. 6, 7.

THEN the office that our precious Lord Jesus sustains is " Counsellor."
Now, there are numberless things before us continually in our earthly
pilgrimage regarding which we need counsel, we need advice, and
then under these circumstances we should go to our Lord Jesus Christ
and say to Him: "My Lord, my precious adorable Saviour, I am
ignorant; now what am I to do ~ Thou art my Counsellor, now show
me clearly and distinctly how to act under these circumstances."
And what will be the result ~ We shall be taught. But our danger is
to think ourselves wise, and to say, " I have lived many years and know
how to act. I am a man of experience. I do not need to take advice."
TIllS is the very way to make mistakes, to be left to ourselves; but,
feeling our ignorance, what we have to do, is to own that we are little
ignorant children, and to ask the Lord to teach us. When the Apostle
John was asked a question (Rev. vii. 13, 14),he said, "Sir, thou knowest,"
in other words, " I do not know," and as soon as he acknowledged his
ignorance, he was taught. And thus it will be in regard to ourselves.
Directly there is found in us a heart of humility, so that we come
asking of God that He would tell us, we shall find what it is to have a
Counsellor in heaven.
You need never to take a step in the dark. If you do, you are sure
to make a mistake. Wait, wait, wait, till you have light. Remind
the Lord Jesus, that as He is Counsellor to the Church of God, that
He will be in your particular case Counsellor and Guide, and will direct
you. And if you patiently wait, believingly, expectantly wait, you
will find that the waiting is not in vain, and that the Lord will prove
Himself a Counsellor.

