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HITHERTO.

" Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."-1 SAMUEL vii. 12.

/

WE greet our beloved READERS at the opening of the New Year
\vith an inspired congratulation-" Hitherto the LORD hath helped'
Ull." Upon the way by which He has led Ull--{)hequered and
painful though it proved to many of Ull-we look back with grateful
and praiseful hearts. It was the right way. He chose it for Ull,
and fitted our feet to it. He preserved Ull day by day, and granted
grace sufficient, in conformity with His Covenant promises. He
did not forget us when" days were dark and friends were few,"
but ministered to our necessities" accordiug to His riches in glory
by CHRIST JESUS." Anxious straits and perplexing cares beset our
path, but His unerring Viisdom proved equal to our emergencies,
and we were delivered. It will' be so to the end. The openiug
year is pregru1nt with momentoUll possibilities for Ull all. We know
not what a day may bring us forth. The changes-no chancesthat await us, alike in Providence, in Grace, and in Experienc~, are
yet at the sovereign and loving disposal of our heavenly FATHER,
and we are content to leave them there. They will come, and last,
and go for His own glory and our highest good. Oh, how blessed it
i~ to know no will but His. How sweet, as grace enables, to lie
I
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passive in His hands, and to breathe an acquiescent Anum to His
inscrutable d~alings. "That which I do, and thou knowest not
now, thou shalt know herzafter." Beloved brethren, it is our
having" the ways" of the LORD in our hearts which enables us,
while passing through the VaJley of Baca (weeping), to make it "a
springing well "-a fruitful place. We derive abundant blessings
from those trying experiences and, in our better moments, would
not be without them. By such things men live, and in all of them
is the life of the believer's spirit (Isa. xxxviii. 16). He Who sits on
high and overlooks the footsteps of His pilgrim people is the infallible
INTERPRETER of their destiny, and causes all things to work together
for their good. Oh, what will be the praises of our hearts in the
coming day of His appearing when the deep secrets of His purposes
concerning us will all be revealed and explained. It is for that WE
are quietly waiting. We can well afford to be patient, and to
endure as seeing Him Who to nature and reason's eye is invisible.
Upon His exceeding great and precious plOmises faith feeds and
finds sustaining strength for all the exigencies of the journey to
Zion. The prospect of crossing the sacred threshold of the New
Jerusalem cheers and encourages the heart. And then! The
Word supplies the rest-e-" Then FACE TO FACE" (1 Cor. xiii. 12).
That will suffice! One sight of the glorious countenance of the
" ALTOGETHER LoVELY ONE" will not only transport our waiting
souls, but transform us into thl" very same likene'ss-and all
through the merits of the atoning sacrifice' of the LoRD JESUSHis blood and His righteousness. Oh, thenYour harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take;
Loud, to the praise of love Divine,
Bid every string awake.
Though in a foreign land,
We are not far from home,
And nearer to our house above,
We every moment come.
His Grace will to the end
Stronger and brighter shine;
N)t present ,things, nor things to come,
Sh:lll quench the spark Divine.

,
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Fastened within the veil,
Hope be your anchor strong;
His loving Spirit the sweet gale
That wafts you smooth along.
Or, should the surges rise,
And peace delay to come,
Blest is the sorrow, kind the storm,
That drives us nearer home.
The people of His choice
He will not cast away;
Yet do not always here expect
On Tabor's Mount to stay.
When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust in GOD,
And rest upon His Name.
Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His lovingkindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul.
No wonder, when .GOU'R love
Pervades your kindling breast,
You wish for ever to retain
The heart-transporting guest.
Yet learn, in every state,
To make His will' your own;
And, when the joys of sense depart,
To walk by faith alone.
By anxious fear depressed,
When from the deep ye mourn,"LORD, why so hasty to depart,
So tedious to return! "
Still on His plighted love,
At all events rely:
The very hidings of His face
Shall train thee up to joy_
Wait till the shadows flee;
Wait thine appointed hour;
Wait till the BRIDEGROOM of thy soul
Reveal His love with power.
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The time of love will come,
When thou shalt surely see,
Not only that He shed His blood,
But that it flowed for thee!
Tarry His leisure, then,
Although He seem to stay;
A moment's intercourse with Him
Thy grief shall overpay!
Blest is the man, 0 GoD!
That stays himself on Thee!
Who wait for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see!
THE

EDITOR.

THE SPIRITUAL SABBATH.
SOULS rest in Christ. When once the eyes are open to the realities
of sin, the torpor of indifierence ceases. "What must I do to be
saved? " absorbs the man. Duties, and penitence, and ritual strictness
present no mountains which the feet refuse to scale. But efforts
like these remove no load of guilt. They guide to no still-haven of
repose. The wearied soul becomes more weary. But when the Spirit
leads the anxious trembler to the cross, then all disquietude is gone.
Here is the needed rest. J esns brings in one flood of peace. All is
obtained. Jesus is all for everlasting rest. Faith ceases from all
empty drudgery, to take up health, toil for Him. Heaven is one
ocean of repose. No billow heaves. No storm affrights. No change
can cloud the calm expanse of the unruffied sky. But what is heaven,
but to see Christ, as He is-to gaze for ever on His unveiled beautyto sit with Him-to realize that 'never for one moment can there be
absence from Salvation's home? Heaven is heaven because it is an
eternal sabbath by the side of. J esUs.-The late Dean Law.
LEFT alone-yet not aloneSweetest fellowship is known,
When the soul in God finds rest
Solitude with Him is blest.
Left alone-He satisfies,
Severed though earth's dearest ties,
Sympathy and comfort sweet
Still are found at Jesu's feet.

"Not alone "-when called to die
Though' no earthly Friend be nigh,
Life is leaning on Christ's breast,
Death-but entrance into Rest.

A,,"ON.
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GIRDED!
" Blessed are tlwse servants, whom tM lord, when M 0IYTI'!etli, shall find
watching: verily I say unto you, he shall gird himself, and make
them to sit down to nwat, and shall come forth and serve tMrn."LUKE xii. 37.

THERE are two passages of inspired Scripture which, when I read
them, cause a singular awe in my soul. One is found in 1 Cor. xv.
28-" And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall
the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things und!'r
Him, that God may be all in all." The other Scripture is the passage
set at the head of this" Note."
There is an impenetrable mystery about these Divine sayings.
One would rather meditate upon them in adoring silence than
attempt to unfold them. Yet they are recorded for our learning,
and the Holy Spirit is promised to guide us into the truth. He
sealches all things, yea, "the deep things of God." The meek in
heart will He teach the way. May He now graciously compassionate our infinnities, and anoint with spiritual eye-salve the
visual faculties of our souls, that in His light we may see light.
The passage before us is a marvellous setting forth of the love
and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of His matchless condesceneion to favoured sinners.
"Blessed." Preparedness for the coIning again of God's dear Son
is the happy privilege of the saints. They are therefore the blessed
of the Lord because they love the appearing of Him Whom they
have not seen. "Whom having not seen, ye love; in Whom,
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy
uuspeakable and full of glory" (1 Pet. i. 8). The Lord takes
special pleasure in such as watch and wait patiently for Him, for
He has made their hearts right and whole towards Himself. When
He does come, they will gladly acclaim Him as their own God.
" And it shall be said in that day, La, this is our God; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us: this is Jehovah: we have
waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa.
xxv. 9). "Verily." Literally," Amen." Jesus is about to utter
a peculiarly important saying, and He~ushers it in with this weighty
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asseveration. "I say unto you." He speaks Who is the First and
the Last. To His Word nothing may be added, or anything taken
from it. Whensoever He opens His lips, holiness, truth, and righteousness find expression. He speaks as One having authority, as
One Who is perfect in understanding of God's secret, as One in
Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. And
what is the momentous declaration He here makes to His disciples
and people?
"Verily, I say unto you, that He shall gird Himself, and make
them sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them"! He
shall "gird " Himself. We remember another occasion when He
girded Himself. It was after the Supper. "He riseth from Supper,
and laid aside His garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself.
After that He poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the
disciples' feet, and 'to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was
girded" (John xiii. 4, 5). But this was in the days of His humiliation, when He took upori Him the form of a bondservant, and was
found in fashion as a man. That we can in some measure understand. It was consistent with His lowly position and grace. "Ye
'know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty
might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). He then girded Himself for service
the most menial. He stooped to perform it in the meekness and
gentleness of His heart, and never were defiled feet so purified and
made white-whiter than snow! "I am among you as He that
serveth."
But the passage under notice speaks not of His earthly humiliation, but of a day yet future, the day of His final exaltation in
heavenly places, when He shall sit upon His own throne as King of
kings and Lord of lords. That" sitting down to meat" is the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. "And to her was granted that she
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen
is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write,
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb" (Rev. xix. 8, 9).
And then occurs that most gracious revelation-" And He will
co'Ine forth and serve them"! He will come forward-present Himself-and minister unto them Each guest will, verily, receive His
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condescending, royal, and personal attention. Oh, brethren
beloved, let us cover our faces! Who can hear this marvellous
Divine saying and not be ashamed 1 It lays us low in the dust at
His holy feet, and melts our hearts to tears of penitence and adoring
gratitude. Oh, what can mean this profound statement, telling
us o.f the girding, and of the serving of the redeemed in glory by
their glorified Lord Himself 1 We cannot understand it. It is
too high for us.
Oh, for grace to have it in constant remembrance and anticipation until all come to pass; to be filled with holy awe ana to
tremble at His Word-at this incomprehensible Word of His
mouth. Let us learn to lie low at His sacred footstool till He bid
us nse. Like the shining Seraphim, let us veil our faces before Him,
and in a spirit of self.abnegation and spirit-wrought contrition
silently adore the Lamb that sitteth upon the Throne of His glory
and majesty for ever and ever.
The King in His beauty! Oh, heart hath not dreamed,
Not e'en on our holiest musings hath streamed
.The radiant light of that .glorified FaceIts human perfection-its heavenly grace.
Ah, who then may look on that glorious One,
Or lift a calm gaze to the light of His throne?
These eyes that are earthly and world-worn and dim,
Shall they ever be strengthened to rest upon Him?
Oh, calm thee, poor heart! Yea, be fearless and calm,
For the light thou shalt see is the light of the Lamb,
Irnmanuel's majesty, tender and mild;
A sun winged with healing-a God reconciled.
Amidst that Apocalypse, awful and bright,
The trace of His woes will be ·dear to our sight,
When the Crucified shows us His hands and His side,
We shall own the sure marks of the Brother that died.
. Oh, joy of the blessed! With Him we shall walk,
With Him of His cross and His victory talk,Of onr own f1eeted sorrows perchance, and our sin,
While the glory is round us-the gladness within.
Oh, Kingliest beauty of Jesns, my Lord!
Unseen, I have loved it-believing, adored!·
Yet none may praise duly, save those that behold,
•
That song must be sung to the sweet harps of gold.

Clilton.

J. O.

•
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WELLSPRINGS.
"IA~r this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.

t'_.. '

And Job spake
and said, Let the day perish wherein I was bern, and the night in
which U was said, There is a man child conceived. Let that day
be darkness,. let nol· God regard U from above, neuher let the light
shine upon it. Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it,.
let a cloud dwell upon it,. let the blackness of the day terrify u. As
for that night, let darkness seize upon it,. let U not be joined unto
the days of the year, let it not come into the number of the montks."JOB iii. 1-6.

Is this" my servant Job" who speaks thus 1 and of whom presently
shall be divinely told" ye have heard of the patience of .J ob "1 Yes,
it is vel~ly the same, but in the hands of Satan, who received permission
to touch all but his life. We know how readily" Satan went forth
from the presence of the Lord" to taunt, and affiict and smite the
Lord's dear servant; going to the full length of his chain, and stripping
him of everything. But the one divinely held, and as divinely guarded,
exception was without Satan's realm, and" touch not his life" was a
sure and safe declaration that his life was" hid" beyond all harm,
would be prl',served. But the Lord's dear servant is much affiicted ;
never a man more so in his home, his filial affections, his domestic
comforts, his earthly possessions, and his body. Tempted by the
wife of his heart te " curse God and die," he puts her from him, and
in meekness of heart said, " Thou speakest as one of the foolish women
speakest. What 1 shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord,
and ~hall we not receive evil 1 In all this did not Job sin with his
lips." And in silenee, in very great grief, he sat. with his mourning
friends "seven days and seven nights upon the ground." What
his mental anguish was, what the sorrows of his heart, and what the
fiery assaults of the tempter at that time we are not told; but "his
friends saw that his grief was very great." And then Satan for the
time gains the mastery. "After this Job opened his mouth and
cursed his day." Oh! how cunning is the great enemy of souls!
How crafty his devices! How base and hellish his thrusts, and how
alert to seize his opportunity when the saints are in their low places!
This dear servant of God was thus permitted to be tried. His eyes
were downcast "upon the ground"; he no longer looked up where
was his God, the daylight, and day of deliverance! And it is so with
us when we are in our low and miry places. We see nothing but the
slipping of our feet and the sinking in deep mire so long as we look
down, and with our own evil heart, upon our trouble. But if by
constraining grace we are drawn to look upward unto Him in whom
all our help and love and deliverances lie, then we are enabled to " keep
silent because Thou didst it," even though we may not be able to
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"yet praise Him." But we are no better than Job. How many
of us have sinned thus with our lips and been, as David fclt himsclf
to be, "a beast before Thee" ?
The saints of God of old had ever their low times, and- these things
are graciously, divinely, and compassionately upon record "for our
examples." They are there for our comfort likewise. Moses, after
long endurance, "spake unadvisedly with his lips." Jacob exclaimed,
" All these things are against me; me ye have bereaved." David
" said in his haste," and Elijah desponded "I only am left." J onah
besought the Lord to take away his life. Jeremiah mourned that
under his oppression" like a crane or a swallow so did I chatter."
But there are also the bright examples of God·glorifying faith in those
same dear servants that we might not be over-much cast down, and
prove as they did that, after all, they can never be robbed of their hope
nor lose their anchorage in the God of it. Many a saint of God, who
may have been tempted under fiery trial to curse the day of his birth
by nature, has later been found blessing the day of his new birth in
grace, and seen how in all these things has been the life of the Spirit.
For Satan's charge against the Lord's dear servant being that of
hypocrisy, lack of integrity is but to bring out in the end the brightness
of the gold, which stood the test of the furnace, and redounded to the
glory of Him Who gave supporting grace.
Oh, how ignorantly, how sinfully, how shortsightedly, therefore, di'l
Job curse the day of his birth, and complain of his life! AB well conld
the sun cease to shine, the course of the alternating" day and night"
be changed, the ocean fail to its ebb and flow, "the Ethopian change
his skin or the leopard his spots," and much more, as to change the
decree of the day of our birth and the day of our death.
" His decree Who formed the earth,
Fixed my first and second birth,
All must come and last and end,
As shall please my Heavenly Friend."
What was this dear man of God asking for? "Let that day be
darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine
upon it. Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud
dwell upon it, let the blackness of the day terrify it." No, Job, no;
you will not always say this; you will bless your God one day for
some unanswered prayers, and this amongst them.
God's day is "a day to be remembered" and not blotted out.
God's day of delivering power is eternally fixed and indelibly
written upon His heart for every one of His ransomed children, and
when He brings it to pass, then He says: "Remember this day."
" This day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a
feast unto the Lord throughout your generations." God's day is a
day of light, for" God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all." God's
day has no shadow- nor stain upon it. God's day is a Day of Life and
not the shadow of death even can cross it to darken it. God's day
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is a cloudless day. God's day is a day of perfect peace, and no ruffle
on the surface of that calm-no sin, no unbelief, no fear, can frustrate
the dawn of that delivering day. Oh! day of resurrection life and
never·ending day, dawn upon our souls and arise Thou never-setting
Sun of Righteousness! Then gone are all the nights, darkness, and
shadows, and terrors, and death. Sin made to cease and death for
ever dead! Say, you dear child of God, would you in God's day, in
God's "end" of your sanctified affliction, and " afterward" of neverdying fruits-would you then say, Let that day of my natural birth
be darkness 1 Depend upon it 'He will restore much more than sin
took away. He knows how and when and by what means He will
bless our latter end more than all the beginnings, and give His" twice
as much." Meanwhile, if He see fit that you should be stripped of
all your earthly joys and comforts.and blessings, remember, like Job,
you have the One left you that makes up for all else. "I know that
my Redeemer liveth," said this dear servant when stripped of everything
else. And" my Redeemer" made up for all things in time, as He will
be the One Object of desire and full satisfaction in eternity.
And His end and the end of His will is to bless His children. "The
Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning," for
His dealings are to bless "afterward" by those "peaceable frnits"
when sharp trial and exercise have done their perfect work. The
Lord had His way in the whirlwind and at the last breaks the silence
with His glorious utterances in the thirty-eighth chapter to His much
exercised and sorely afflicted servant. And when He arises to speak,
all the earth may well keep silence! Job is brought to acknowledge
".things too wonderful for me, which I know not," and is constrained
to the heart-acknowledgment: "I have heard of Thee with the
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee." And, like J acob
under trial, who had exclaimed, "All these things are against me,"
he likewise proves in God's end, they were all working together for
good for him. To this" end" his Heavenly Father was making for,
and bringing His dear tried servant unto all the good His love had
designed, though Job must suffer long and endure patiently. Now
arriving here, in the end, "more blessed than the beginning," more
peaceful, more prosperous, would Job repeat his desire, uttered in
the time of, his sinful infirmity 1 When his eye had" seen" Him, who
"turned the captivity of Job" and" gave Job twice as much as he
had before," when all his kindred were made to "eat bread in his
house," and they all comforted him and brought him of their substance,
" and the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than the beginning,"
-would he now exclaim in the language of the text which heads this
paper 1-" Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in
which it was said, There is a man-child conceived. Let that day be
darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine
upon it. Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud
dwell upon it
. . let it not be joined unto the days of the
year."
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Oh! child of God, you who perhaps at this season are walking in
darkness and seeing no light, may you be enabled to wait on; hope
on, and meanwhile leave all that concerns you with your God.
" Through waves and clouds and storms, He gently clears the way,
Wait thou His time; so shall thy night soon end in joyous day.
" He everywhere hath sway, and all things serve His might,
His every act pure blessing is, His path unsullied light.
" Leave to His sovereign sway to choose and to command,
With wonder filled thou then shalt own how wise, how strong His
hand."
R.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(LEVITICUS

i.

4.)

" AND he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt-offering;
and it shall be accepted for him, to make atonement for him." When
an Israelite would offer a burnt-sacrifice-then the bullock, the ram,
the goat, or the pigeon (in the case of a poor man) typified the Lord
Jesus Christ in His more excellent sacrifice. In the clean animals
offered, Jesus was the antitype of them all. The bullock was the best
of the burnt-sacrifices. The ram reminds us of the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world. The goat tells us that Christ died
for the ungodly. The pigeon-that pure, heavenly bird-reminds us of
the gentleness and innocence of Jesus. The offerer put his hand
of appropriation and imputation on the head of the substituted victim.
It is accepted for him to make an atonement for his soul. The innocent
suffers for the guilty. The whole burnt-offering is devoted to the
Lord. The meat-offering, composed of fine flour, was mingled with
oil and frankincense. The Holy Spirit prepared the human body of
J esns. The holy anointing oil, used on this occasion, signified that
the Father gave not Jesus the Spirit by measure. The fire tries the
effering. Thus Jesus was subjected to the awful hiding of the Father's
countenance. He was tested by fire for our manifold iniquities, which
were laid upon Him. Then, too, "Every oblation of thy meatoffering shalt thou season with salt." Nothing unsavoury might be
presented unto J ehovah. The frankincense tells of the fragrance of
Christ's merits.
MARY.

my soul! adore, and wonder!
Ask, "Oh! why such love to me ? "
Grace has put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family;
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, to Thee.

PAUSE,
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XLI.
By FRANCIS RoBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 730.)
THE words of the prophet Isaiah: "I will make all everlasting Covenant with yOll, even the sure mercies of David " (Iv. 3), are expressly
applied by St. Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, to our
Lord's resurrection (Acts xiii. 34). To them the Divine promise in
Jer. xxxii. 40 may be united: "And I will give them one heart and
one way, that they may fear Me for ever, for the good of them, and of
their children after them. And I will make an everlasting covenant
with them, that I will not turn away from them to do them good;
but I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart
from Me."
The song of the Nativity echoes these words (St. Luke i. 67, 79).
Our Author has written: "This Covenant with the children of the
captivity was a Covenant of faith in Christ, and not a Covenant of
works. For this Covenant was homogeneal, and of like nature, to
the Sinai-Covenant, being annexed as a sweet additional enlargement
thereunto. Under this Covenant the second temple at Jerusalem was
built by Zerubbabel (Zech. iv. 9; Ezek. vi. 14, 15), and the Levitical
priesthood was continued even until the death of Christ. The ceremonial and typical worship .at Je~salem was thus in exercise till His
days. Christ Himself was made under this Covenant (Gal. iv. 4, 5),
being circnmcised the eighth day (Luke ii. 21), and presented to the
Lord at Jerusalem (Luke ii. 22---24), going up to Jerusalem at the
passover till He Himself, as our true Passover, was sacrificed for us
(Matt. xxvi. 20; 1 Cor. v. 7). This Covenant, therefore, being of
like nature with the Sinai-Covenant, and the Sinai-Covenant still
remaining in use, even after the revealing of this Covenant, till the
death of Jesus Christ, it must needs be concluded that this was a
Covenant of faith, as the Sinai-Covenant (in its inward ministration
to the election of grace) has been proved to have been.
". The blessings, promised in this Covenant with the Captivity, were
then not the blessings of the Covenant of works, but the peculiar
blessings of the Covenant of faith, the sprinkling of clean water upon
them (Ezek. xxxvi. 25), the cleansing them from all their iniquities
and idols (Ezek. xxxvi. 26), the putting of the Spirit within them
(Ezek. xxxvi. 27), His planting His fear in their hearts, that they
shonld not depart from Him (Jer. xxxii. 40), His making a Covenant
of peace with them (Ezek. xn:vii. 26). And, consequently, these pure
Evangelical blessings, promised in this Covenant, plainly conclude it
to be a Covenant of faith.
.
"True faith is required in Christ, the promised Messiah, in this
Covenant (188. Iv. 1-4). Now the promissory part of this prophecy
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of Isaiah (from chap. xl.) principally insists upon promises of restoring
the Church of the Jews from the misery that should befall them under
the Babylonish captivity; and of completing the Church's glory at
last by Christ Himself in the adding of the Gentiles to the Church.
And .this necessarily implies faith touching these promises. The
prophetic witness to the life of the just (that is, the justified) is in
these prophecies expressly directed to these captives (Hab. ii. 3, 4),
and it is said to be of faith that it might be by grace. Repentance
from former idolatries and iniquities is promised (as of grace) t<> them
(Isa. Iv. 6, 7; Jer. xxiv. 7; Ezek. xxxvi. 1-32). Obedient w'alking
in God's judgments, and the observing of His statutes and doing them,
under David their king; perseverance and constancy in Covenant
with God through the strength of His implanted and infused grace,these also shall be theirs (Jer. xxxii. 40). Therefore as these Covenantpromises are Evangelical, so is this Covenant,-a Covenant of faith and
not of works.
" Jesus Christ, the Foundation and Mediator of the Covenant of
faith in all ages, is revealed and declared in this Covenant to be its
one and only Foundation and Mediator, in and through whom God
will confer His Covenant-blessings upon His people, and in and through
whom they shall perform their Covenant-engagements to their God.
Now Christ is the Foundation and Mediator of no other Covenant but
of the Covenant of faith, of the Covenant of promise, more typically
and obscurely; of the New Covenant more clearly and evidently.
Thus, this Covenant was plainly a Covenant of faith in Christ.
" This Covenant was also a Covenant of promise, having its relation
to Christ as promised. For therein Christ is promised (Isa. Iv. 3, 4,
and \ix. 20, 21; Ezek. xxxiv. 23-~5; and xxxvii. 24-26). He is not
represented as having come, but as yet to come in the humiliation
of the flesh. Notwithstanding, towards the expiration of this dispensation, Jesus Christ was miraculously conceived and born of a
virgin, and in His human nature He was actually manifested unto
Israel as the Salvation of God, the Light of the Gentiles, and the Glory
of His people Israel. So that, as it was the privilege of devout Simeon
to have it revealed to him by the Holy Ghost that he should not See
death before he had seen the Lord's Christ, and therefore, coming by
the Spirit into the Temple, when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for Him after the custom of the Law, he took Him up
in his arms, and blessed God with an heavenly ecstasy, so it was the
high privilege of this Covenaut-administration that it should not see
death and be dissolved, before it had seen the Lord's Christ, and had
exalted the grace of God with this blessed Jesus Christ, the Incarnate
God, as it were, in its arms.
"Thus this Covenant was a Covenant of faith, and one of the
Covenants of promise in Christ, promised for the time then yet to
come. This is the nature of this Covenant.
"Every dispensation ef the Covenant of faith since the Fall was
entirely gratuitous-not only ex gratia favoris, from the grace of God's
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favour undeserved, but also ex gratia commiserationis, from His grace
of compassion to sinful creatures, that had deserved the very contrary.
And such is this Covenant. God made it of His own mere grace in
Christ, not for any thing in or from them :" , But I had pity for Mine holy name . . . Therefore say unto the
house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God, I do not this for your sakes,
o house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake. . . . Not for your
sakes do I this, saith the Lord J ehovah, be it known unto you. Be
ashamed and confounded for your own ways, 0 house of Israel.'
" All the promises of mercy in this Covenant are the Lord's. There·
fore it is most faithful and sure. God's promise and oath are those
two immutable things, wherein it is impossible for God to lie. And
this Covenant is established (as the New Covenant also is, Heb. vi.
17-20; viii. 6-13) upon both these; not only upon His promise, but
also upon His immutable oath (Isa. liv. 9, 10). How securely then
might God's afllicted captives rest themselves upon this faithful
Covenant. They dishonoured God and forgot this, His faithful Cove·
nant, when they spake so despairingly: 'Our bones are dried, and
our hope is lost, we are cut off for our parts.' But what said the
Lord ~ 'Behold, 0 My people, I will open your graves [viz., your
Babylonish graves], and cause you to come up out of your graves,
and bring you into the land of Israel.' He would open their graves,
and raise up their dead and dry bones, rather than His faithful Cove·
nant should fail."
Hence, Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ crucified and risen, was
the true substance of every dispensation of grace and promise in and
under the Old Testament, and still more clearly and evidently so in
this, the last, with the children of the Captivity. All their temporal
promises served only as typical and sacramental seals and tokens of
spiritual and everlasting mercies.
" God never forsakes nor forgets (our devout Author continues) His
Covenant'people in their deepest distresses. How low were the Jews
brought in this captivity, as low as even death and the grave to visible
appearance. Hence they despairingly sighed out: 'Our bones are
dry, our hope is lost, we are cut off for our parts'; and captive·Zion
most disconsolately lamented, 'The Lord hath forsaken me, and my
Lord hath forgotten me.' But what saith the answer of God to Zion ~
, Can a woman forget her sucking child, from having compassion on
the son of her womb ~ Yea, they may forget, ·yet will I nOt forget
thee. Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands, thy
walls are continually before 1I1e.' Oh, how pathetically, how sweetly,
the Lord promises not to forget Zion !
"Thus God remembers and pities His afllicted in their low estate,
because His loving·kindness is for evermore. If there be any condition
in which God expresses more tender compassion to His people than
another, it is in the time of their afllictions.
. "Then, in the greatest extremities of tribulation God's Covenant
of faith in Christ yields the sweetest consolation. This is evident here,

The Gospel Magazine

15

by the way which God took for comforting His afflicted captives in
Babylon, even by revealing to them His Covenant of faith in J esU8
Christ by His prophets. This He peculiarly propounds as His great
antidote against all their miseries and against all their despair. This
opened 'a door of hope' for them, even 'in the valley of Achor.' "
And (we may add) is not Jesus Christ, all siuless and yet made for us
sin and the curse, this Door of hope and Gate of mercy ~ To Him
faith can say: "0 Jesu, Thou wast made my sin, that I might be made
Thy righteousness." "This Covenant even revived them in their very
graves. And no wonder! For this Covenant assured them of their
return from Babylon to Zion, from captivity to liberty; and under
that, as a type, of the everlasting redemption of God's elect by Christ
from all their spiritual servitude and condemnation. This Covenant
assured them of. the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple with_
greater glory than formerly; and therein typically of the building of
the Church of God, that new City and new Spiritual Temple in which
b oth Jew and Gentile, quickened of grace in the Spirit, are living
stones (Zech. iv.), with excelling glory.
This Covenant gave
promise to them of healing and cleansing in the Fountain that
should be opened (Zeeh. xiii. i). This Covenant assured them
of a rich confluence of choicest spiritual blessings from the
saving influences of the Holy Ghost. This Covenant was their
assurance that David, Jesus Christ, the true David, should
be their Prince and King for evermore. This Covenant certified
them tha~ the Lord would be their God, and that they should be His
people, and that His tabernacle should be with them; that He would
set His sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. God enriched
this Covenant with these consolations, with these precious cordials,
that this Covenant might be richer in comfort to them than all their
captivity had been of wretchedness and sorrow.
"When, therefore, we fall into extremity of aflliction, let us have
recourse to this blessed fountain of consolation, God's Covenant of
faith in Jesus Christ, and especially to the New Covenant (Acts xv.
14-17; Heb. vi. 18). Herein are most suitable comforts against all
kinds of distresses. Herein are most sufficient consolations against
all degrees of afflictions. .Herein our comforts are laid upon the most
impregnable Rock and upon the surest Foundation; upon free grace,
upon the Divine oath, and upon the Spirit of grace; upon Jesus
Christ, who is our' Advocate and 'Comforter also, our Mediator and
Redeemer; upon God Himself, who is over all blessed for ever, Ameli.!
Herein are comprised and concentred all the comforts of the Holy
Scriptures. Run hither therefore, 0 all ye afflicted" tempest-tossed
souls, and be satisfied with these blessed consolations of the
Covenant of peace and of everlasting life!
" But it is only the infiuite wisdom and goodness of God that,
according to this His Covenant, could have turned their miseries again
into mercies, their water into wine, their darkness into light, their
bondage into liberty, their Babylon into Zion.· They could destroy

16

The Gospel Magazine

t.heir temple and holy city; God alone could cause t.hem to be rebuilt.
They could cast themselves out of Canaan; God alone could bring
them back again 'into Canaan. They could bring themselves into
bondage and into the grave; God alone could break their bonds and
bring them out of their graves. How often would God's people undo
themselves, if God Himself did not prevent them! And how long
would they remain undone, if God Himself did not restore them!
From ourselves is our destruction. From our God is our salvation.
" Hence, God's Covenant with the Captivity, so far as it is a Covenant
of faith, and so far as it has no peculiar restriction to the Jews, is
applicable and useful unto the people of God now under the. New
TestaD;lent. The faithful in all after-ages have this advantage of all·
those that went before them, that they may extract spiritual advantage
to themselves,. not only from God's present Covenant-dispensation to
them, but from all those that preceded. And we under the New Testament have in this regard advantages surpassing all other ages. We
may take to ourselves all the mysteries of grace in the New Testament
fully; and all the benefits, comforts, promises, and mysteries of the
Covenants of promise, from Adam to this day, so far as they are of
common concernment to the faithful, and not particularly restrained
to such persons or times alone. The Covenants of promise were the
New Covenant veiled and in its minority. The New Covenant has
become, as it were, the Covenants of promise unveiled and revealed
in their maturity."
QUI: gracious Author has written at very considerable length upon
the Covenant of God with the Captivity, and these extracts will best
present that Covenant in the spiritual light in which it has been
regarded by those who hold the doctrines of grace. After referring
to the everlasting Covenant spoken of by Isaiah Iv. 1-4, he adds:
." God revealed this Covenant to His prophet Ezekiel:
. '" Thus saith the Lord God . . . I will set up one Shepherd over
them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David: he shall feed
them and he shall be their Shepherd. And I the Lord will be their
God, and my .servant David a Prince among them, I the Lord have
spoken it. And I will make with them a Covenant of peace.'
" His Covenant·promises are also sweetly laid down in Ezek. xxxvi.
22-38. And, afterwards, God, having brought the prophet in the Spirit
into the valley full of bones, representing the dead and hopeless
condition of the captives in Babylon, among many other sweet ex·
pressions, has these words:" 'Thus saith the Lord God, Behold 1 will take the children of
Israel from among the heathen whither they be gone. . . . Moreover
I will make a Covenant of peace with them, it shall be an Everlasting
Covenant with them, and I will place them, and multiply them, and
will set My sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall
be My people' (Ezek. xxxvi. and xxxvii)."
Though th~n the circumstances of their institution were diverse and
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manifold, yet all the administrations of God's Covenants of faith and
promise were, in their essentials of grace, one:- ,
.
"It was meet that the Covenant-discoveries should be still more
and more full, perfect, clear, and glorious, as' the Incarnation of the
Messiah approached nearer, and nearer, who is the Perfection and
,Glory of them alL. It is but one sun that shines in the sky from the
shortest to the longest day in the year.: yet this one sun rises every
morning earlier and earlier, climbs up in the heavens still higher and
higher, shines still hotter and hotter, and runs his race still longer and
longer l and so we may conceive of Christ, the Sun of Righteousness.
in the several Covenant-expressions_
"God may change (he observes) the outward condition of His people,
and yet neither change nor alter the inward substance of His Covenant
with them, nor His loving mercies towards them (Isa.. liv.).
" When God made Covenant with Israel at Sinai, they were a newly
redeemed people: when He covenanted with David, they were a
people advanced to high prosperity and peace under a royal government: but when He covenanted with these captives, they were in
an affiicted and enslaved condition. Yet, though thus God had
changed their outward condition, He changed not the substance of
His covenant with them. In all the varieties of their estate He still
reveals the same Messiah and the same salvation by Him through
faith. Thus all may know that the outward condition is as nothing;
it is only Christ, and the enjoyment of Him through faith, that can
make the soul happy in any condition, and that can make every
condition sweet and comfortable. "
Again our Author has very sweetly said :'" The bounty of God's grace was very illustrious towards His people
in this Covenant, which He so often revealed to them. Here is not a
seldom but a frequent ministration, wherein God's promises to the
faithful Captivity received repeated confirmation. So its very form
was full of consolation.
"This Covenant, moreover, not only. enlarged the Davidic, but
advanced and raised up the Sinai·Covenant with many glorious
spiritual promises. So that, when that old Covenant was to wear
away under its last ministration, it was to become very spiritual.
,"The subsequent Covenants still had their special excellencies
above those that had preceded them. That with David surpassed
all that went before, and those earlier had successively excelled one
another: but this transcends even that Covenant with David. The
substance of the Covenant of faith is still the same; but yet it still
more and more excels itself in gradual perfections, till it attains to
the most perfect of all dispensations, the New Covenant."
David's royal seed was continued (our Author rightly declares) in
Christ :"From the Captivity till Christ's Incarnation David's throne was
thrown down; his diadem removed; and his seed (as a royal seed)
seemed to cease, being then only governors and not kings, over that
2
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people of Judah: by all which God seemed in outward appearance
to make void His Covenant with David and his seed in regard to the
perpetuity of his royal seed and kingdom (Ps. lxxxix. 38-52), But
David's ruined throne was exalted, his removed diadem and crown
were restored, and his royal seed revived at the appearing of Jesus
Christ in the flesh. And in Jesus Christ the perpetuity of David's seed,
of His throne and Covenant, had its chiefest and fullest accomplishment, according to the tenor of this Covenant. So faithful is God in
His promises, that He cannot suffer His Covenant to fail.
" As God's Covenant with David was peculiarly the royal Covenant,
so this Covenant with the captives was the redeeming or un-captivating
Covenant. The main stream of promises in that Covenant did run
upon the kingdom of David and of his Seed. And a chief burden of
the promisee in this Covenant was upon the captives' redemption and
return from'Babylon to Sion, from Chaldea to Canaan. [May not our
Lord's first text (St. Luke iv. 16-21) have been chosen as a link with
this Covenant?] And as they were seventy years in Babylon, and then
corporally redeemed thence by Cyrus, and yet more truly by the
Messiah; so from their redemption out of Babylon till Christ was
seventy weeks of years (Dan. ix. 21-26), and then all the elect both of
Jews and Gentiles were spiritually redeemed from sin and death by
Jesus Christ. That was a type of this: and, while Daniel was praying
for performance of the former (when the evening-lamb (Heb. ix. 26)
was offered), he received from God a promise of the latter (Heb. x.
14-22).
" Jesus Christ was promised in this Covenant with special reference
to David, and to the fulfilment of God's former Covenant made with
him in Christ. For Christ is herein promised, as the 'sure mercies
of David,' whereon God's Everlasting Covenant is founded and built:
as a ' Branch of Righteousness growing up to David, and a Plant of
Renown raised up to them'; as' David their shepherd, Prince and
King for ever.' Christ is a second David, yea, the only true David.
Now, why is Christ thus promised with such reference unto Dand,
but because God would thereby let us see that God's Covenant with
David and his Seed was not forgotten-no, not even in this woefnl
captivity and apparent rejection-but that it should certsinly be
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. For, indeed, under this Covenant-manifestation Jesus Christ was not only more evidently promised than in the
Covenant with David, but also actually revealed, Incarnate in Human
flesh of the seed of David, according to all the former promises that
foretold Hia advent.
"Hence, Christ alone was the Covenant-Redeemer of God's captives from Babylon to Sion, who or what-ever were the instruments
employed in that their' redemption. Cyrus the Persian, and Darius
the Mede, with their armies, were their deliverers, They took Babylon,
destroyed King BeLshazzar, proclaimed liberty for the captive-Jews,
both to depart out of Babylon, and to return into Canaan, to build
the house' of God. But Jesus Christ, who ordered and over-ruled

The Gospel Magazine

19

all these things, was their true Redeemer, as that prophecy in Isaiah
(xlix. 8-18) especially manifests. So He of old was. the Redeemer of
His people out of Egypt's bondage (witness the type of the Paschal
Lamb), although Moses and Aaron were therein very instrumental
to Him (Isa. !xiii.). Hereupon the ransomed captives owe all praise
of the return of their captivity to the Lord alone. Oh, how vehemently
is Christ pleased with the office of a Redeemer, for He redeemed hom
Egypt, He redeemed from Babylon, and He redeems from hell, of
which spiritual and everlasting Redemption those were typical and
.
"
promIssory.
That God's most loving comforts are given to and poured forth
upon His people under their saddest afllictions is shown and revealed
in the Covenant with the captivity. Our Author very gently
says:"God's sweetest consolations are usually showered on His people
in their sharpest tribulations. This most consolatory Covenant was
then revealed to God's people, the Jews, when they were most disconsolate captives and in their graves, as it were, in Babylon. When
Abraham's seed was imaged under the symbol of the .smoking furnace,
then God promises Abraham that He would be to them a burning lamp.
When the Church in the wilderness is seen as a bush burning with the
fire of aflliction, then God assures Moses that the Lord Himself would
be in the midst of the burning bush, that it should not be consUmed.
Tender parents are most affectionately compassionate to their children
in sicknesses and distresses. So the Heavenly Father then yearns
over His people with tenderest compassions when they are torn and.
wasted by deepest sufferings and sorrows. God thus spake to the
nations that spoiled His people in Chaldea, 'He that toucheth you,
toucheth the apple of Mine eye,' and that is a most sensitive part.
The afllictions of God's people go very near the Heart of God. While
they smart, He bleeds; while they suffer, He cries out; when they
sigh, He binds up their hearts with sweetest consolations. And no
wonder! For then is the time when His tendernesses are most
needful: then is the time when His consolations will be most effectual:
then is the season when His comfortings will be most welcome to
the tossed and wearied soul. Therefore, when our troubles are most
pressing upon us, let us conclude that God's comforts are most hastening
to us, as the night is ofttimes darkest towards the break of day.
, Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.'
The light of joy and comfort is as seed sown. It may be hid and buried
awhile under the clods, but at last it will spring up. When? Even
under the very showers of aflliction. For,' unto the upright there
ariseth light in the darkness.' Our darkness is the very season for
God's light to shine out in."
This Covenant, the last or sixth of God's preparative ministrations
of promise; the one, that immediately precedes the last or seventh
of Divine fulfilment, under which all that had been presignified was
sealed, confirmed, and for ever established in Christ;..:-in His precious
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Death and Resurrection-had many pre-eminent blessings, excelling
all that had preceded.
"The promised mercies in this Covenant, and which' under this
, Covenant-dispensation are revealed as appertaining thereunto, are
far more plentiful and abundant than in or under any foregoing
Covenant-expression.
" The promises of this Covenant are far more spiritual than in former
ministrations.
" The redemption and deliverance of God's people from Babylonish
bondage under this Covenant far surpassed all their former deliverances,
even that miraculous one from the Egyptian servitude (Jer. xvi. 14-15 ;
xxiii. 7, 8).
" The place of G'od's public worship, the Temple built by Zerubbabel,
far exceeded in glory (through Christ's personal Presence therein) all
former' places of worship, even the magnificent t~mple of Solomon
itself (Hag. ii. 6-9).
" The great mystery of Christ, and salvation by Him through faith
is more fully and clearly laid open in and under this, than in any
former Covenant.
"The punctual time and end of the Messiah's manifestation and
death is more determinately declared under this Covenant than ever
before (Dan. ix. 21-27).
• "Finally, Jesus Christ, the Soul of this and all foregoing Covenants
of promise, was, under this Covenant, actually revealed; and thereby
all former Covenants had their full fulfilment and seal in Him. So
that under this Covenant the Seed of the woman came to bruise the
serpent's head; the true Noah came into the Ark of His Church to
save His elect remnant; the Seed of Abraham came to bless all the
nations and kindreds of the earth; the great Prophet, like unto
Moses, came to reveal completely all the blessed counsels of God,
necessary to be known unto salvation; the Seed of David came to sit
upon His throne for ever; yes, and now Christ, the true DaYid, the
Son of the Highest, came to possess the kingdom of His father David,
and to reign over the house of J acob, the Church, for evermore.
" These were the pre-eminences of this Covenant above all foregoing.
In which regard this Covenant must needs be confessed to be a Covenant,
far excelling.
"Under this last dispensation of hope and promise Christ was given:
" , And I will make with them a Covenant of peace, and I will cause
the evil beasts to cease out of the land: And I will raise up for them
a Plant of renown; ,
" Who this Plant of renown was Jeremiah sets forth :" , In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of Righteousness to grow up unto David, and he shall execute judgment and
righteousness in the land.
In those days shall Judah be saved,
and Jerusalem shall dwell safely; and this is the name wherewith
she shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness'" (Jer. xxxiii. 16,
compare with Jer. xxiii. 6).
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Thus the Name of the Heavenly Bridegroom is given by the right
of everlasting betrothal to the mystical Bride, the spiritual Sion, the
city of God (Ps. xlv. 10-14).
'.' As the Shepherd of the redeemed flock, the Prince and King for
ever, of Whom David himself was but a type, Christ is also revealed to
the Captivity. Ezekiel, comforting them against their unfaithful shepherds, and against their dispersion into heathen countries, has written:
" 'And I will set up One Shepherd over them, and He shall feed
them, even my Servant David.' (And is not this Jesus Christ the true
David 1)
" 'He shall feed them, and He shall be their Shepherd.
" 'And I the Lord will be their God, and My Servant, David, a Prince
among them, I the Lord have spoken it.
" 'And I will make with them a Covenant of peace, and will cause the
evil beasts to cease out of the land, and they shall dwell safely in the
wilderness, and sleep in the woods.' "
Special inward mercies are also promised in this Covenant. The
heart of flesh and the contrite spirit shall be given.
" This softness (writes our devout Author), this flesh-like tenderness
of heart is a most excellent quality of the heart. For this is 'the
sacrifices of God,' desired of Him (Ps. li. 17). It is instead of all, and
beyond all ceremonial sacrifices. A broken heart ib more pleasing to
God than all burnt-offerings, sin-offerings, meat-offerings, and drinkofferings. The Lord will highly prize and make great reckoning of a
contrite spirit. This broken spirit is preferred by God before all mere
moral performances and pharisaical perfections whatsoever (Luke
xviii. 10-15). God has a peculiar respect to a tender heart, to a poor
and contrite spirit (Isa. Ixvi. 1,2; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27,28; 2 Chron.
xxxiii. 12, 13; Luke vii. 36). He treasures this tender heart amongst
the choicest spiritual blessings promised in His Covenant (Ezek. xi.
16-21; xxxvi. 24-26, etc.; Zech. xii. 10). God Himself is so affected
with tenderness and brokenness of heart, that He undertakes the
healing, binding up, reviving, and comforting of broken hearts and
bleeding souls (Ps. cxlvii. 3; Isa. lvii. 15; Ezek. xxxiii. and lxi. 1-3 ;
Luke iv. 18). The blessed God is so taken with the humble and contrite
spirit, that He selects and singles it out for His habitation, as the place
of His Rest" (Isa. \xvi. 1, 2, and lvii. 18).
Oneness of heart and way is also promised :.
"I will give them one heart, and I will put My Spirit within you.
. . And they shall be My people, and I will be their God.
" And I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear
Me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them.
" And I will make an everlasting Covenant with them."
This " oneness of heart and way," promised here in this Covenant,
is described in these Scriptures by the efficient Cause, or Author-God
and His Spirit, Who is God the Holy Ghost :" 'I will give them one heart and one way. . . . I will put a new
spirit within you.'
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" This oneness of heart and way therefore is not at all of ourselves.
It is of God. For it were a needless promise for God to say He would
give that which is our own already, and which everyone. can confer
upon himself! God takes to Himself the sole glory of bestowing
1·t •"

For this" oneness of heart and way" our Lord in His high priestly
prayer of Intercession, offered in the most solemn hour of His Human
Life, prayed (John xvii.) that it might be given, as a precious fruit
of His mediation, to His purchased flock by the Eterual Father.
.. Our gracious Author says upon the words of Paul in Philippians
11. 2:" Being same·souled. Zanchius refers this to oneness and sameness
of will. And the distribution here used by the Apostle plainly evinces
thus much: 'Having the same love, being same-souled, minding that
one thing.' Here is oneness of affection, will, and mind. This' samesouledness,' this oneness of will in matters of religion, consists not in
the natural sameuess of soul for substance, but in the superuatural
consent and harmony of their souls and wills about all the things of
God; when they comply, conform, and sweetly correspond one with
another in them, as if they were informed and acted only by one and
the same soul. This oneness of will is highly commended in the primitive believers: 'And the multitude of them that believed were of one
heart and of one soul' (Acts iv. 32)."
This" oneness of heart" (again he says) is that the children of grace
shall have" one and the same way of expression about religion: 'Now
I beseech you brethren . . . that ye all speak the same thing.'
"New-coined expressions are shrewd arguments of new-coined
opinions. Confusion of tongues was Babel's calamity, and much more
the Church's misery. It is a high point of wisdom in the Church, for
preserving truth and peace, and preventing division and error, to take
singular care that all speak the same thing in known, plain, and usual
expressions. It also intends one and the same way of confessing the
true Christian faith unto salvation. By confession of the faith the
purity and unity of the faith is declared and preserved, and the
contrary errors to truth are prevented; Christ's truth and doctrine
is to His singular glory solemnly avouched before all the world, and
others are allured to embrace the same faith and truth. Hence, all the
Reformed Churches of late, and the ancient Churches long before, have
had their Confessions of Faith which they have published.
"There is also promise of one way of worshipping God in all the ordinances of His house, as in preaching and hearing the Word, the administration of the Sacraments, and prayer. These must all be done, not
according to any private fancies, but the clear direction and authority
of the Holy Scripture.
"One and the same way of holy and blameless cOI!versation is,
again, promised. Oh, how sweet and comely it is to behold God's
people all walking together holily and unblameably! This honours
Christ hi~hly. This adorus the Gospel exceedingly.
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" One and the same Guide in this one way shall be given, the Word
and Spirit of Christ. The Word is that sure Word of prophecy, which
is as a light shining in a dark place (2 Pet. i. 19). The Spirit leads the
children of God (Rom. viii. 14). And one and the same Compauion
shall be theirs, who walk in this way, even God Himself. They, who
herein walk aright, walk with God.
" Finally, one and the same journey's end of this one way is promised
-everlasting life and glory (John xvii. 24). Such' oneness of way'
God covenants to l.>estow upon His people."
And then our Author cries with holy delight :" This spiritual oneness, for the substance of it, shall go with us to
heaven, aud be a great part of the saints' glory and felicity there.
Now those spiritual benedictions which shall accompany Us both in
earth and heaven, in this and the world to come, do in excellency far
transcend those which shall only remain and be of use to us here on
earth. Unity among the saints. on earth is but in part; uuity in
heaven shall be perfect and complete. The more our spiritual oneness
attains to on earth, the more it approaches the perfect oneness in
heaven. The oneness which is, and which shall be, in heaven is manifold. In heaven there is the Eternal Oneness of the Three Persons,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost in the Unity of the Divine Essence. The
Father is not the Son, and neither the Father nor the Son are the Holy
Ghost; but the Father, the Son, and the. Holy Ghost are One God.
This is the Highest, Uncreated Unity in heaven. Then also shall be the
oneness of Christ and His mystical :Body be made perfect. They are
now one flesh (Eph. v. 30-32); one Body (1 Cor. xii. 12, 13); one
Spirit (1 Cor. vi. 17); one Christ (1 Cor. xii. 12). Are Christ and His
Church thus one on earth 1 How accurate then shall be their oneness
in heaven, where they shall be fully like Him; where they shall
beatifically see Him as He is; where they shall immediately and
eternally enjoy Him, He in them, and they in Him, .for everm:>re!
The glorified and triumphant saints of Christ shall be one in heaven."
Of this blessed life our Author says :" Sweet is that of Augustine in the close of his book of •The City of
God ': 'There we shall rest, and see. We shall see, and love. We
sh:llllove, and praise. Behold, what shall be in the end, without end.
For what other is our End, than to come to the Kingdom of peace,
whereof there is no end 1 '
" Oh sweet comfort, wherein there' is not the least heartache! Oh
delicious melody, where all the strings are so exactly tuned and in
unison! Oh happy harmony, wherein there is not the faintest discordancy! Oh glorious Unity, wherein is no shadow of division, but all
Unity !How should we contend and aspire after a gracious Unity
now, that we may attain this glorious Unity for ever 1 If so much of
heavenly glory be comprised in perfect Unity, how excellent is the
fellowship of the saints now, that is only the firstfruits and earnest of
this heavenly and everlasting perfectness and felicity."
.The gracious fear of God is also given in this Covenant. "Those
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that fear the Lord shall be His in the day when He shall make up His
jewels' (Mal. iii. 16, 17), and write them in His Book of remembrance
for that end. And is it a small matter to be invested with these pro·
mises ~
"The companions, which the Holy Scripture associates with the
fear of God, are very eminent; and make the fear of the Lord very
illustrious. These are hope and alliance in God's mercy (Ps. xxxiii.
18); vehement desires after more and more grace (Ps. !xxxvi. 11) ;
entire love to God, with all the heart and with all the soul (Deut. x. 12) ;
entire and unfeigned serving of God, the walking in all His ways
(Deut. x. 12) ; great delight and pleasure in His commandments. The
true fearers of the Lord not only do His commandments but delight in
them, and greatly delight in them (Ps. cxii. 1). They have a gracious
humility. This is the special ornament of the saints: ' Be ye clothed with
humility' (Prov. xxii. 4). The comforts of the Holy Ghost, which are
the very foretastes and suburbs of heaven, are theirs. Whence we may
easily discern what an admirable grace the fear of the Lord is, that
consorts with such illustrious companions.
" By all this it is apparent, that this fruit of the Spirit, the constant
fear of the Lord promised in this Covenant, was a singular blessing and
mercy."
And he very sweetly adds :" This fear is not of themselves, it is the gift of God. God puts it
into their heart spiritually. It does not grow in their heart naturally.
And from this fear of God's own implanting they shall be so confirmed,
that they shall not depart from Him. Oh, what inviolable security is
here by God's own promise for God's constancy with them, their
perseverance with Him, and the perpetuity of this Covenant between
both! He will not foraake them. They shall not foraake Him. He
will secure their hearts by His fear implanted there. God undertakes
for both, for Himself and them. He will 'Mt. They shall ,wt. Then
what shall separate betwixt God and them ~ What shall change or
overthrow this Covenant wherein all is undertaken by the unchangeable
and omnipotent God ~ Oh, happy, thrice happy, are God's Covenant.people, whose constancy and perseverance towards God are thus t'ndertaken by God! How may this raise and revive them against all their
own infirmities ~ They can perform nothing, but their God will
perform all for them and in them! "
The Presence of God with His people, and the plenitude of grace
from the Spirit, Himself eternally proceeding from the Father and the
Son, is another blessing distinguishing this sixth Covenant-ministration
that introduced the full-orbed glory and brightness of the New Testament
and the dispensation of the Holy Ghost. He will set up His tabernacle
in their midst, and that tabernacle represented mystically the Person
and Mediation of Christ, the Mediator of the New Covenant. Of the
Divine and qnickening influences of the Holy Ghost it is true, under all
dispensations, that :"
. Hereby the ordinances of God are made lively and effectual
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unto God's people, in order to their salvation, which, without God's
Spirit, are but as a dead letter; or as a body without a souL The
understanding is also illuminated in Divine mysteries, and these are
plentifully revealed to them (Eph. i. 17-19; 1 Cor. ii. 8). The hearts
and souls of God's elect are sanctified and spiritualised, being furnished
with many admirable fruits and influences of the Spirit of God. The
saints and sons of God are supernaturally led and guarded in all the
ways of God (Rom. viii. 14). A variety of gift-s and spiritual endowments are bestowed upon the several members of Christ for the good
of His whole mystical Body (1 Cor. xii. 4-14). The Church is comforted continually in the ways of holiness (Jolm xiv. 16, 17; Acts xiv.
22). Finally, the members of Christ's Body are knit together to Christ
and to one another in holy unity (1 Cor. xii. 12; Eph. iv. 1-5)."
(To b. continued.)

"CONCERNING THINGS TO COME."
(HEB. xi. 20.)

ON the threshold of the new year, with all its uncertainties, all its
possibilities, all its ble-ssings, all its privileges, I wish each dear reader
most heartily in the fullest, sweetest sense, a very happy new year,
and would remind each of the word of the Lord to Joshua, therefore
to His dear people in all ages: "Have not I commanded thee? Be
strong and of a good courage, be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed :
for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest." So if He
be with us, we need not fear any evil.
We are all apt at these seasons to dwell upon things to come. Therefore it is good to see what He has in store for us. We may be sure He
has good for us who are His children by faith in Christ Jesus, and nothing
but good: "The Lord shall give that which is good" (Ps. lxxxv. 12).
It looks dark all around; distress of nations and perplexity and fear.
It is just the time now when He Himself bids us "look up, for our
redemption draweth nigh." And in the brightness of His coming all
will be set right.
Things to come. We may not be able to read all the signs of the
times, the visitations of the world and the heralds of His approach,
but we can read His sweet heart assurances that it shall be well with
the righteous. His word is so full of gracious dealings and faithful
promises from His "Fear not" in Genesis to Abraham, all through
to His " Fear not" in Revelation to ·His blessed disciple on lonely
Patmos.
There are so many certainties in " things to come" that He has told
us. Let us just take a few of them for our encouragement during
1910. And may the Holy Spirit teach us and open our eyes to see
the beauty and the stability of the purposes of God.
One of the most precious passages to me in view of the future is
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Ps. xci. 1: "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." Oh! dear reader,
ponder these sublime words in all their deep yet simple significance.
" He that dwelleth," that is, constantly living in, settling, inhabiting,
continuing "in the secret place," in the confidence, the imparted
full communion, the fellowship of the Most High. "Most High,"
what a world of strength and honour in the term. For if we be dwelling
with the Most High, no lower being can touch us or enter His secret
place. We read in another Psalm: "In the secret of His tabernacle
will He hide me," referring, no doubt, to the most sacred place of all
on earth, the Holy of Holies, the part within which no stranger, no
unbidden one, can enter. How He, the Most High, fences round every
fear of the weakest trembling saint. In His secret place, which none
but He knows of, where only His loved and His own may venture,
there will He hide me. In another Psalm we read: "Thou shalt
hide them in the secret of Thy presence from the pride of man: Thou
shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongnes."
"The secret of His presence." What happiness there, what protection
there. The most cruel foes cannot penetrate the halo, the secret of
His presence.
The Psalmist goes on to describe another feature of the blessedness
of the believer; he" shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty."
As one has truly said, "Where the shadow falls, the object that causes
it is quite near." So if we are abiding" under the shadow of the
Almighty," we are very close to Him, and are indeed on safe, sure
ground. We have a reference to this shadow in Sol. Song ii. 3: "I
sat down under His shadow with great delight." The knowledge of
being by Him, so near to Him that we are absorbed, so to speak, in
His shadow, gives also the satisfying, restful position of sitting down,
being quite at ease in the close vicinity of the loved and loving Lord
Almighty.
There is another sweet assurance of " things to come" in the same
Psalm which is so full of gracious promises: "Surely He shall deliver
thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence."
Surely that is a double confirmation; surely indeed, certainly He shall.
We are dreading the unseen snares all round-nationally, locally,
socially, in the Church, individually, but most of all the snares of the
evil one, who lieth in wait lurking in secret places to destroy the soul.
But surely, most certainly, He shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler. There is something very suggestive in the expression, intimating the defenceless, exposed state of the child of God away from
Him ; but abiding in His shadow, so secure from the fowler and from
the noisome pestilence of disease and of sin. He shall surely deliver
thee.
Again, "He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wing
shalt thou trust." Doubtless, dear reader, there is allusion here
to Him as Redeemer-thy Saviour, thy Substitute. "He shall cover
thee with His feathers." Feathers are not put on and off as a garment,
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they are a growth, and so He covers thee with Himself-covered with
His feathers-only Himself is seen-thy poor shrinking, trembling
soul is hidden there. Notice the ever increasing closeness-from the
secret place to be under His shadow, from His shadow to covering
thee close to Himself under His very feathers. And something even
closer still is given us in Col. iii. 3: " Your life is hid with Christ Vn
God," absolutely absorbed in His life. We read in the dying patriarch's
blessing to Benjamin another phase of divine covering: "The Lord
shall cover him all the day long." That is continually, never relaxing,
never changing. May He graciously cover us every day in 1910, and
all the days of our lives.
" He shall cover thee with his feathers" also signifies warmth and
comfort. What is lighter, what can be warmer or more comfortable
than feather covering. There is so much tenderness in His beautiful
emblems. He endured the cross, the shame, the weight of sin for the
joy set before Him,--His purchased, redeemed, chosen people's light
burden and emancipation and justification.
Dwell again upon" He shall cover thee with His feathers." An
enemy must first attack Him ere he could reach thee; attack Him,
the Most High, the all-mighty. See how far reaching the expression,
see how He guards thee on every side. Well may the Psahnist go on
to say, "Under His wings shalt thou trust," for in the blessed knowledge and security we fear no evil. The foes of the believer cannot
venture under His wings. I remember reading of a soldier, I believe
it was during the war between North and South America. He had
to patrol at night while the army rested, and to watch lest there was
any sign of the enemy. Suddenly he heard a rustling sound near,
and in fear and trembling this dear man, for he was a soldier of Christ
as well as a soldier in the American army, in his imminent danger
began to sing the well-known hymn, "Jesu, lover of my soul," and
when he Came to the words.
" Cover my defenceless head
With the shadow of Thy wing,"
a great calm entered his soul; he felt so safe and restful in the knowledge of the care of God for him. Some years afterwards he was
relating tIns incident at a meeting to illustrate the power of prayer,
when one of his hearers rose and asked him the date and place of the
circumstance. He then said he was on the side of the enemy, and was
scouting that very evening to find their position. He saw him and
heard the singing. He WaS just going to shoot him when the words
rang out" Cover my defenceless head
With the shadow of Thy wing."
He dropped his gun; he could not shoot after that. No; the Most High
had covered His child with His feathers and caused him to trust under
His wings.
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The Psalmist goes on to say: "His truth shall be thy shield and
buckler." This is again a strong affirmation of thy safety. His
truth. He is a faithful God, "which keepeth truth for ever" (Ps.
cxlvi. 6). He does not change. He will not shake thee from thy
refuge under His feathers and expose thee to the enemy. No. He
will keep thee in safety there. His truth s4all be thy shield and
buckler, behind which thou wilt be always protected.
Farther on in tillS magnificent Psalm we read, " There shall no evil
befall thee." No evil, dear reader. He does not say no affiiction,
no sorrow, no trial, no pain, no disappointment, no reproach, no
poverty, no temptation, no bereavement,-but no evil. God does not
always spell evil as we do. It is not evil when He denies us some
coveted object sometimes, when He takes away our dearly loved to
Himself, when He visita us with affiiction. We cannot see good in
its true colours. We are colour blind, but" in Thy light we shall see
light." He guarantees u. from all evil, all harm. Read the preceding
verse, " Because thou hast made the Lord, wlllch is my refuge, even
the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee." The
same image is continued as in the beginning of the Psalm-habitation,
dwelling, abiding, and the same name of the Lord. He goes farther,
however, than this secret place and the shadow, the Most High Himself
thy habitation. Well thus most fittingly does the natural sequence
find expression in There. in thy glorious habitation, there shall no evil
befall thee; thou art covered, hidden in Him. This is reiterated in
Ps. cxxi : " The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil," for the Lord
is thy keeper-" the Lord Himself" as we have it in the Prayer
Book version-the keeper who" shall neither slumber nor sleep."
Farther on in the Psalm we read: "I will be with him in trouble."
He foretells His people there will be trouble, but it will not be borne
alone. He, the Most High, the Almighty', will be with them. To all
the sorrows of His people there is a joyous "but." "Ye shall be
sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy." " Ye n<>w therefore
have sorrow, but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice."
" In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world."
The Psalmist proceeds: "I will deliver him and honour him."
The Lord will not give His child up to trouble, He will be with him
and will deliver him. We all feel what a distinction it is when one
has been despised and scorned, to be raised to confidence and esteem
by one in high position. And thus the Lord will honour His loved and
loving people. We read in verse 14 of this Psalm: "Because he hath
set His love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him. I will set him on
high because he hath known My name." That is the Lord's delightHis people loving and knowing and trusting Him,-knowing Him
"by constant watching wise." "They that know Thy name will
put their trust in Thee" (Ps. ix. 10). He is the habitation to which
they may" continually resort." Do not be distressed, dear reader,
with the contempt and the reproach of man-man who will soon die

The Gospel Magazine

•

29

and his name perish. It is but for a very little time, and the Most
High shall set thee on high, and He will honour thee. "I will deliver
him and honour him."
The climax of the blessing is in the closing verse: "With long life
will I satisfy him and show him My salvation." Long life, yea, even
" length of days for ever and ever." Your life is hid with Christ in
God, and in Him is everlasting life. God's salvation is Christ Himself,
and the sight of Christ will be heaven itself.
• Do see, dear reader, throughout the Father's written inspired
word the many exceedingly blessed" things to come," things certain
to come to the Lord's people. "Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
Thou wilt revive me." "Thy right hand (the hand of power) shall
save me." "The Lord un11 perfect that which concerneth me."
" They that sow in tears shall reap in joy." "Through God we shall
do valiantly." "He that keepeth thee shall not slumber." "He will
speak peace unto His people." "The Lord will give grace and glory."
" Thou shalt comfort me on every side." "The Lord shall guide thee
continually." "They shall never perish." "Because I live, ye shall
live also." "We shall be saved by His life." "We shall be saved
from "wrath through Him." Nothing shall separate from His love.
Then, finally, in the "things to come" we shall be "caught up
together with them" who sleep in Jesus, our loved ones gone before,
and " so shall we be ever with the Lord" in His Home of Glory. We
shall be "like Him for we shall see Him as He is." " They shall see
His face." "There shall be no more curse." "God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain." " They shall reign
for ever and ever." "These sayings are faithfnl and true."
Oh, believer, count up present bleBBings and grace, and recall all
the faithful past; and count up the "things to come." See from
thy Lord's own word how blessedly the light from the other side shines
even here. May the Holy Spirit, the Remembrancer, comfort you
and strengthen you with knowledge of present grace and fnture glory.
May 1910 prove to us a year of abundant blessing in Him in whom
all fnlneBB dwells. "Behold," He says, "I have graven thee upon
the pahns of My hands; thy walls are continually before Me." May
we lovingly respond, "I will hope continually and praise Thee more
and more." May we abide" under the shadow of the Almighty,"
and sit down with great delight covered with His feathers, hidden in
Himself. All blessing converges in Him. Christ is all, and in Christ
alone is acceptance and the title to all the joys of "things to come."
"We expect a bright to-morrow:
All will be well."
What cheering words are these!
Their sweetness who can tell 1
In time and to eternal days,
'Tis with the righteous well."
NETTlE.
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LINES WRITTEN BY MY DEAR GRANDFATHER,
FREDERICK SILVER,
AND FOUND IN HIS BmLE AFTER HIS DEATH.

(E.M.N.)

EACH letter of Thy Holy Name,
Dear Jesus, sounds of life;
Thy love and presence can expel
My trouble, tears, and strife.
Under Thy gracious wings reposed
I'd always wish to be,
To enjoy all pleasures in that one,
Thy love my love to Thee.
The earth and seas, with all their rich
And unexhausted store,
Are comprehended in Thyself
Ten thousand times and more.
Jesus, Thou art my only rest,
My heaven and my home;
And let Salvation be engraved
Upon my silent tomb.
From guilt and sin, from Death and Hell,
Sorrow and misery,
My anxious spirit longs to be
In Glory, Lord, with Thee.
O! mighty Saviour, me assist;
Thy power can destroy
The strong and subtle foes that do
My feeble soul annoy.
The raging waves, though none can rule,
Do Thou but speak, shall stand,
And the tumultuous ocean cleave
In twain at Thy command.
The everlasting hills shall rend,
Hard rocks Thy voice obey,
And rivers from their womb shall run
In streams without delay.
Do, gracious God, then speak the word,
My troubled soul to rest,
So that my joy and inward peace
My foes may not molest.

(
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. O! speak the word and all is done,
And doubts shall flee away,
Just like the curtain of the night
Before the rising day.

Then I shall rest in bliss secure,
For peace and grace from Thee
Will be my happy portiou here,
Till I in Glory be.

REUBEN.*
(GENESIS xxxvii. 29.)
By THE LATE'MR. JAMES INSKIP, OF BRIST,OL.
THE character of Reuben is not uncommon in the world to-day. Conscious of right, he nevertheless drifted into acqniescence with the doers
of wrong, and gradually also into the position of an open sinner. What
are the feelings indicated by the words of my text? Disappointment,
sorrow, and remorse. All have resulted from a failure to stand up
for right in opposition to those who were more in number and apparently
greater in strength.
Reuben was not one of the active conspirators against Joseph.
He shrank from the designs of his brethren. He wished to restore
Joseph safely to his father. He heard the words of the conspirators.
He knew the plot to take aw"y J oseph's life. He set himself to counteract it, but not with open and manly rebuke, not with the vigour
of one who stood for right against wrong, but with a scheme, a counterplot, and a concealment. "Let us not kill him"; shed no blood
was the counsel of Reuben, but he added, " Cast him into this pit that
is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him." This advice was
followed. It was probably attractive to Joseph's brethren, for,
indeed, it saved them from the crime of open fratricide, and at the
same time it bid fair to effect their wicked purpose. Speaking after
the manner of men, can we not imagine what a different outcome might
have resulted if Reuben had openly and boldly denounced the intended
crime and avowed his determination to take a brother's part. How
different would have been the result upon Reuben's own character!
How different might have been the effect upon those who, in spirit,
were wicked murderers! And what grief and sorrow would have
been spared to Jacob, who spent many years of mourning for a beloved
son! Yes, and what bitterness of spirit would have been spared to
* This article, which we last month promised our readers, was written by
the late beloved Mr. Inskip in September, after the beginning of his last
illness, and was found among his papers since his decease. It will be read
with deep interest by his ma.ny friends, who cannot fail to apprecia.te its vigour,
spiritua.lity, a.nd gravity. It bears internal evidence of having been prepared
for delivery before an audience. May it be widely read and blessed by the
Spirit to many.
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those ten brethren! Witness them terrified in the presence of that
Joseph whom they had sold! Listen to those sell-reproaches: "We
are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anruish
of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear." Ll;;ten,
again, to the taunt of Reuben: "Spake I not unto you, sayinu, Do
not sin against the child; and ye would not hear ~" What ~ould
they not have given for one opportunity to undo or obliterate the
past. But let us remember that there is no second opportuuity. No
part of our journey is travelled twice. The word spoken, the deed
done, the forgetfulness of duty, the omission of kindness, the forsaking
of the Lord are irrevocable. All our efforts to undo the past are vain.
The opportunity comes once and only once. And what was lacking
in Reuben's character ~ The old man Jacob upon his deathbed
uttered words of inspiration when he described Reuben, his firstborn,
as " possessing the excellency of dignity and the excellency of power,"
but nevertheless as "unstable as water," and, therefore, not to excel.
Are there any Reubens amongst us, knowing to do right, but doing it
not ~ If the thought comes home to any of us, let it be encouraged,
dwell upon it, examine yoursell in the light of it. "Quench not the
Spirit" ; 'it may be that God is using His own Word to the saving of
a soul.
But let us consider some of the forms in which Reuben's wrong
against J oseph and against God may exhibit itself in our lives and
under present conditions. Take a very common form. We may hear
one of God's witnesses maligned by the backbiter or the whisperer.
It is open for us either to be silent or to protest against the offence.
Or, lifting the thought to a higher level, we may hear our God, or His
Gospel, or His judgments treated with contempt or indifference, and
may withhold our avowal of faith in Him. We may see an opportunity of showing kindness, at little or no cost to ourselves, but may
let it slip. We may drift into wronging our neighbour. Or we may
speak some word which smites as a sword. And days or weeks or
months or years afterwards memory may search that pit in the wilderness expecting to find the J oseph whom we had known, or the" blessedness" of earlier days, and, lo! we find an empty pit, dark, dank,
desolate, condemning us. We can but rend our clothes and utter
that bitter question of Reuben, "Whither shall I go ~ "
Again, let us see the effect upon character of such a form of wrong
as we are considering. It does not shock us as does the open avowal
of a determination to co=it a shameful sin. The nine brothersthat is, the brethren other than Reuben, J oseph, and Benjaminwere shameless in their sin. Reuben was conscience-stricken, but,
nevertheless, his weakness led to his being a witness of the wickedness
of his brothers and a participator in the deception of their father.
His protest was silenced. We hear no more of it until, awed by the
presence of the unknown J oseph, he referred to his remonstrance,
" Spake I not unto you ~" He took no shame to himself, but shielded
himsell under the well-worn taunt, "I told you so." These lessons
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will be illustrated if for a few moments we refer to the contrast between
Reuben and J oseph.!; The former said nothing concerning God, but
Joseph, when assailed by dire temptation, cried, "How can I do this
wickedness and sin against God 1" That is the true and safe ground
upon which to stand. And J oseph, too, having the right to complain,
and being in a position to be revenged upon his cruel brothers, uttered
no taunt, "upbraided not," but gently comforted them: "Be not
grieved nor angry with yourselves." What a character is this! Bold
for God, but gentle towards man. Is there one in this congregation
who would not desire J oseph's character 1 Believe me that it must
begin in what we call the smaller things of life, and it cannot be unless
we seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
And this brings us to some concluding thoughts. If we stopped
short at a failing and unstable character; if we could only tell of
opportunities lost, of wrongs done, of empty pits, and despairing
cries, our message would be sad indeed. But we have a message which
brings light and hope. In this congregation we can only believe that
there are representatives of the two classes of persons into which
Christendom is divided; that is to say, those who are born again, and
those who as yet remain in their unrenewed nature as "children of
wrath." Those of us who truly believe in Jesus Christ need to be
reminded of the dangerous path in which we walk, and to be warned
against drifting into evil and laying up in store for days of sorrow
and regret in the time to come. For such there are at the same time
comfort and hope, for if we turn to Him we shall find a welcome.
He will heal our backslidings, and will fulfil in our experience the
great promise of restoring to His people the years which the locusts
have i!.estroyed. To those who are not as yet interested in these
consolations and hopes, what shall we say 1 We must utter words of
warning, but even to such we can proclaim the glad tidings of the
Gospel of Christ, the only remedy for such sorrows as befell Reuben
in his day. All the remorse of a lifetime would not blot out one stain
of sin. Without the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we could
only rend our clothes and cry, "Whither shall we go 1" But with
that finished work we can remind all that in Jesus Christ there is
plenteous redemption, and that His blood cleanseth from all sin. To
be spectators only, even if interested spectators, will be a vain thing;
we need to be partakers of the victory over sin and death-yes, we
need God in Christ during our journey through the life that now is,
and it is only when we know Him here that we can truly hope in the
glory that shall follow. May God give this hope to each one of us
by the power of the Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ.
"THE Lord give us to know the reality of the Rock and the Rod,
when Miriam the prophetess and Aaron the priest die-because this is
real wilderness life; Israel murmur, Miriam and Aaron die, the waters
fail, but the Rock and the Rod remain the same."-REv. W. T. TURPIN.
3
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WATCHWORD

FOR THE NEW

YEAR.

" Keep the munition, watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify thy
power mightily."-NAHuM ii. l.

As in the days of the minor prophets who mourned over the sins and
idolatries of the nations, and were God's messengers to warn the people
of coming judgments, so now God has His witnesses who cry and
sigh for the abominations of the land, who give a warning note lest
God should, as in the days of old, pour out His wrath and· indignation.
" He has His way· in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds
are the dust of His feet." Yet" He is a stronghold in the day of
trouble, and knoweth them that trust in Him." So now, in these last
days of the great tribulation, our Lord and Saviour says to His saints,
"Look up" for "the day of redemption draweth near." "The
perilous times," of which the Apostle speaks, have come, and it behoves
each believer to take heed to " keep the munition, to watch the way,
to make the loins strong and to fortify thy power mightily."
Gird thy heavenly armour on,
Wear it ever night and day,
Ambushed lies the evil one.
Watch and pray!
Not only is there a possibility of an invasion of a foreign foe, which
needs, as Lord Roberts says, our naval forces to be strengthened, but
a more dreaded invasion, because a more subtle and ever a more
watchful foe, is seeking to thrust in the thin wedge of his power between
the joints of the armour of the unwatchful, sleepy professors of the
day; it is not against flesh and blood we need to wrestle, but:Principalities and powers,
Must'ring their unseen array,
Watch for thy unguarded hours.
Watch and pray!
"Be sober, and watch unto prayer." We have seen lately how
prayer has been wonderfully answered, and the devices of Rome
frustrated, it may be only for a time, for Popery never relaxes its
energies, neither must we as a Protestant people, who believe in a
prayer-hearing and a prayer-answering God, One who" hathdelivered,
He doth deliver, and in whom we trust that He will deliver."
How gracious and longsuffering towards us God has been in
the past year. Now that we have passed the threshold of a new
year, we know not what is before us, but we do know that "the
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." In Him may we" fortify (our)
power mightily"; that is, "Be strong in the Lord, and in the power
of His might." "Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 0 Zion, and
thy beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem." The I,ord in the midst of
thee is mighty.
VERITAS.

THOMAS

se OTT

(Tbe COlll1J1/mtatQr).
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. THOMAS SCOTT.

--

THE Church of England, and indeed the Church of Christ at large, owe
an incalculable debt to the Evangelical writings of the Scripture Com·
mentator, the REV. THOMAS SCOTT. His contemporaries realized that
obligation, and succeeding generations showed their appreciation 'of
his'coloBBal Biblical labours by according to them a generous patronage.
It'is stated that during SCOTT'S lifetime, the public of Great Britain
and America alone expended £200,000 on the purchase of his works,
of which sum, however, probably not a hundredth part came into his
own pocket. Of late years a great change has come over Christian
thought in England, and the spirit of a cold Biblical Criticism has
largely superseded the devotional study of the Sacred Oracles. Consequently, the valuable results of SCOTT'S honest, painstaking, and deeply
helpful studies are in these days lightly esteemed. On that account we
hail with satisfaction the recent publication by Mr. Charles J. Thynne
of a new Life of the celebrated Expositor.* The writer gives us a lucid
and deeply interesting aocount of this truly great man, including a
sketch of his early days when in his unregeneracy he ran into serious sins,
but thereafter became the subject of God's discriminating grace, which
made him a conspicU01'S instrument for the furtherance of the Kingdom
of his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Mr. Downer gives some interesting particulars of the aBBociation of SCOTT with Newton, Romaine,
Cecil, Simeon, John Venn, J osiah Pratt, Wilberforce, Thornton, and
many others. His ministry at Olney and in London at the Lock is
traced out sympathetically, and his chief literary contributions are
passed under review. Next to "The Family Bible" itself ranks his
immortal "Force of Truth," a work in which SCOTT describes the
spiritual pilgrimage made by him until he was enabled to rest in the
truth of the Gospel. Several men, eminent for intellectual parts,
have owned their indebtedness to the convincing pages of this experi.
mental treatise. Recurring, however, to the Bible Commentary, his
masterpiece, on which no fewer than thirty-three years of incessant
toil were bestowed, the Rev. Daniel Wilson-who preached the funeral
sermon for MR. ScoTT-makes the following appreciative observations.
He says the great work of itself enables its author to rank at the head
of the theologians of his own time, as at once the most laborious and
important writer of the day, and adds,-" Every part of it is thought
out by the author for himself, not borrowed from others. . . . It is not
a compilation, it is an original production, in which you have the
deliberate judgment of a masculine and independent mind on all the
parts of Holy Scripture. Further, it is the comment of our age, presenting many of the last lights which history casts on the interpretation
of prophecy, giving several of the remarks which sacred criticism has

* The work is entitled" THOMAS

SCOTT. THE COMMENTATOR. A Memoir
of his Life. By the Rev. A. C. Downer. M.A.. D.D" Oxon" Incumbent of Christ,
Church, Harrow Road, and Chaplain to the Lock Hospital." Pp,H2. 3/- net.
(C. J. Thynne, Great Queen Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.)
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accumulated from the different branches of sacred literature, obviating
the chief objections which modem annotators have advanced against
some of the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel, and adapting the
instructions of Scripture to the peculiar circumstances of the times in
which we live. . . . It was the very undertaking which required, less
than any other, the qualifications which he did not possess, and
demanded, more than any other, those in which he excelled. It required
matured knowledge of Scripture, skill as a textuary, sterling honp.sty,
a firm grasp of truth, unfeigned submission of mind to every part of the
inspired records, a holy temper of heart, unparalleled diligence and
perseverance; and these were the very characteristics of the man."
Many more well-known authorities, as Andrew Fuller and Hartwell
Home, testify to like effect. But space forbids our quoting. Mr.
Downer's Memoir is distinctly informing.

THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.
By THE LATE REV. F. W. KRUMMACHER, D.D.
(Ccmtinued from page 748.)
The Wound of the Lance.
ON our returll,~to the scene of suffering on Calvary, we find a great
change has taken place. Profound silence reigns on the three crosses.
Death has spread his sable wings over the sufferers. The gazing
crowd which surrounded the place of execution, has dispersed-in part,
deeply affected and conscience-smitten. Even the little company of
faithful women, almost ready to succumb with grief and sorrow, appear
to have returned to the city. We therefore find only the Roman
g\lard, and besides them the di-ciple whom Jesus loved, who, after he
had safely lodged Mary in his peaceful cottage, could not resist the
urgent impulse to seek again the place where He that was all to him
hung on the cross. Who could we have wished as a witness to the last
event on Calvary sooner than this sober-minded and sanctified disciple 1
He relates to us, in all simplicity, what he there beheld; but his he..rt
lies wholly open before us, with all its thoughts and feelings, in his
brief and unadorned narrative.
The priests and scribes, accustomed to strain at a gnat and swallow
a camel, think not of the heinous blood-guiltiness they had incurred,
but only of the prevailing custom in Israel, to take down from the
gibbets, where they had been exposed to public view, as a warning to
others, the bodies of malefactors, and inter them before night. This
custom was founded on an express Divine co=and. We read in
Deut. xxi. 22, 23, "If a man have co=itted a sin worthy of death,
and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree, his body
shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in anywise
bury him that day (for he that is hanged is accursed of God); that
thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an
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inheritance." This is a strange and peculiar ordinance, which we
should scarcely have been able to account for, had not the Spirit of the
Lord Himself presented us with the key to it. The fact that God points
out those that are hung as especially burdened with His curse, compelled the more thoughtful in Israel to infer that there was something
typical in it; because a wicked man, though not thus put to death,
could not really be less accursed than one whose dead body was thus
publicly exhibited. Thus the Divine command to inter the body, and
the promise connected with it, " So shalt thou bury with it the curse
that rests upon the land," unfolded the consoling prospect that a
removal and blotting out of guilt was actually possible. But since it
followed, of course, that it could not be effected by the mere interment
of executed malefactors, the idea must have occurred to them that, in
the Divine counsels, the removal of the curse would, at a future period,
be actually accomplished by the death and burial of some prominent
mysterious personage. Now, when believing Israelites hit upon such
thoughts, their ideas were in accordance with God's intention, who, in
the ordinance respecting malefactors that had been put to death, had
no other object in view than a prophetic symbolizing of the future
redemption by Christ. The latter is clearly evident from Gal. iii. 13, 14,
where the Apostle says, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us (for it is written, Cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree), that "-instead of the curse-" the blessing of
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ." Here
Christ is undeniably set f9rth as the antitype of those who were hanged
in Irsael. On the cross He bore the curse for us, and in doing this, died
the public death of a criminal. But after He had commended His
Spirit, as a voluntary offering into the hands of His Father, the curse
that lay upon the earth and its inhabitants was actually interred with
His body, since all that believe on Him are freed from the curse, and
become heirs of an incorruptible and heaveuly blessing.
Hence, how deeply significant does the scene on Calvary appear,
which we are now contemplating! The persons that are acting there
do not indeed know what they are doing. But this does not prevent
them being led, by an invisible clue, in the hand of Divine Providence.
Without reflecting further, they call to mind the letter of the Mosaic
law, and believe they ought to hasten with the taking down the bodies
from the croBS, in order to their interment, both because the day began
to decline, and because it is the preparation for the great Sabbaththat of the feast of the passover, and hence peculiarly holy. They,
therefore, proceed in a body to Pilate, and request him to cause the
legs of the three criminals to be broken, as was customary, then to be
taken down, and afterwards interred.
The governor does not hesitate to grant their request, and sends, at
the same time, another guard to the place of execution to break the
legs of the malefactors, and to convince themselves of their being really
dead. It was considered an act of mercy to those that were crucified,
to- hasten their death by breaking their limbs ,with an iron bar, and then
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giving them a final coup de grace on the breast. The beginning was
made with the two malefactors, but when the turn came to the Lord
Jesus, every sign of His being already dead was so apparent, that the
bre~king of His legs was thought needless, especially as one of the
spearmen pierced His side with his lance, which alone would have
sufficed to have caused His death, had the Divine Sufferer been still
alive.
In the abstract, this occurrence appears of extremely trilling importance; but the Evangelist John, who so expressly states it, regarded it
with other eyes. In the twofold fact of the Saviour's limbs not being
broken, and of His side being pierced by the lance, He recognizes a
Divine interposition, by which two ancient prophecies were fulfilled.
"These things were done," says he, "that the Scriptures should be
fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not be broken." This was said in refer<lnce to the Paschal Lamb (Exod. xii. 46), to which the Evangelist here
expressly attributes the significance of the type of the Lamb of God,
offered up for the sins of the world. As a shadow of Him that was to
come, the paschal lamb was to be a male, and in order especially to
intimate the holiness of Him who was prefigured, it was required to be
without blemish. But that not a bone of Him was to be broken, was
intended to point out, that Christ would offer Himself as an atonement
to~. God, whole and undivided; and those who desired to become
partakers of His salvation, must appropriate Him to themselves
<lntirelyj The Lord also, in that appointment, aimed at the establishmenf"of an additional sign, which, when the Messiah should appear,
would'·contribute clearly to make Him known to everyone. And John
seems'to say to us in his narrative, " Behold here the predicted sign! "
The fact that the sacred vessel of His body remained unmutilated
impresses the confirming seal upon the illustrious deceased, as the true
atoning Paschal Lamb. He is the Righteous One, of whom it is said
in' Psalm xxxiv. 20, "He, keepeth all His bones, not one of them is
broken."
In the wound with the spear, the evangelist ,sees the fulfilment of
another' passage of Scripture. "Again," continue8 he, "another
Scripture saith, They shall look on Him whom they pierced." The
word of the Lord by the Prophet Zechariah, chap. xii. 10, presents
itself to his mind, where it is said, "I will pour upon the houss' of
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and
of supplications, and they shall look upon Me Whom they, have pierced."
This passage was an inexplicable riddle to the Jews; on which account,
in the Greek version of the Septuagint, the original word, without any
ground for so doing, instead of "pierced," has been rendered "degraded" or "despised." But the only true meaning of these prophetic words has, since then, been made evident to thousands, and will
become so to thousands more-yea, even to the whole world, either in
the day of grace or of judgment. Either they who have hitherto
denied Christ the homage due to Him, shall be laid hold of and enlightened by the Holy Spirit, and with weeping eyes and supplicating
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hearts, shall look up to Him, in the painful consciousnellS of having
aided, by their sins, in crucifying the Lord of Glory; or they shall
experience what the Apostle announces beforehand, in the book of
Revelation, "Behold He cometh with'clouds, and every eye shall see
Him, and they also which pierced Him, and all kindreds of the earth
shall wail because of Him. Even so. Amen."
Thus you see how the evangelist, with the aid of the Holy Spirit,
discovers, in all that occurs on Calvary, even in the most unimportant
circumstance, a striking Divine hieroglyphic, which has solely reference
to the acknowledgment and glorification of Christ as the true and
promised Messiah ,and Redeemer of the world. But who does not
perceive, that in all these various events, the hand of a living God
overrules, and causes them to occur in such a manner, that one passage
of prophecy after another is fulfilled by them to the letter'l How
highly the evangelist estimates them as a means of strengthening our
faith, he proves, very impressively, by the words, " And he that saw it,
bare record, and his record is true, and he knoweth that he saith true,
that ye might believe." It is not, however, the tak-ing down from the
cross, the wowld of the spear, and the preservation of the sacred body
of Christ from mutilation, that John has solelv in view in the words
above quoted; but it is, more especially, the effusion of the water
and the blood from the Saviour's wounded side, in which he recognizes
nothing less than a profound and Divine symbol of the saving power
of the heavenly Prince of Peace.
"
The narrative states, that" one of the soldiers with a spear pierced
His side, and forthwith there came thereout blood and water." It has
been supposed that John laid so much stress upon this circumstance
because he believed it might serve to refute certain erroneous spirits of
his day, who assigned to Christ an imaginary and not a real body.
It is certainly possible that, in giving his account of the matter, he was
partly induced by such a motive. But it is the miraculous nature of
the event that chiefly excited his interest in it. In dead bodies the
blood always coagulates, whilst from the wound above mentioned, on
the contrary, it flowed clearly and abundantly, unmixed with the
water which burst forth from the pierced pericardium of His heart,
and ran down from the cross. It was as if the great High-Priest"
intended to say, even in His death, " Behold, I shed My blood voluntarily, and offer it up in entire fuhiess for your sins." But that which
most deeply affected the soul of the beloved disciple was the Divine
symbol he perceived beneath the wondrous event. In the water and
the blood he sees represented "the most ellSential blessings of salvation
for which the world is indebted to Christ. We know that in his first
epistle he points out the fact of His coming with water and blood, as
well as with the Holy Spirit, as the most peculiar characteristic of the
Redeemer of the world; and who does not perceive, in these words,
that the wondrous event on Calvary must have been present to his
mind!
But what do these three elements imply! And, first of all, the
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water-does it imply baptism? Doubtless it has a remote reference
even to that ordinance. But water chiefly symbolizes to the evangelist,
in accordance with the figurative lauguage throughout the Holy Scriptures, the moral purifying power of the word of Christ-yea, the
atmosphere of His kingdom. Wherever the Gospel penetrates, it
changes the moral aspect of nations, apart from regeneration aud
conversion, in the more limited and specific sense of these words.
Decorum and mental culture expel barbarism. Discipline and order
take the place of a licentious service of sin. Animal carnality finds at
least its bound, in the rising apprehension of a superior ideality of
human life. The conscieI!ce of the children of men become more
sensitive and refined; and modesty, as the keeper of good manners,
erects amongst them its throne. Even as justice establishes its claims
in legislation and civil institutions, so does also love. Men become
conscious of the obligation for mutual assistance and kind offices.
Attention to the poor and the sick erects its hospitals, and opens to the
destitute its places of refuge. There is nothing which is not cemented,
ennobled, and transfigured, as soon as affected by the gentle breath of
the Christian religion. Compare even the most degraded of the nations
of Christendom with any of the heathen, and even with the Mohammedan, and say if, in comparison with these, they may not, in a general
sense of the word, be termed regenerated? It is in these effects that
the water·power of Christ and His Gospel manifests itself. It was
these results, especially, which the Almighty had in view when He
promised by the Prophet Ezekiel, chap. xxxvi. 25, saying, "Then will
I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean. From all your
filthiness and from all your idols will I cleanse you." The Apostle
doubtless refers to the same effects in Heb. x. 22, when he speaks of
"having our bodies washed with pure water." And, in the same
manner, John the Baptist, when he said, "I baptize you with water,"
whilst refening, at the same time, to another baptism-that "with
the Spirit and with fire," which He alone could accomplish Who should
come after him.
Suffice it to say, that by means of His word, and the planting of His
Church, a moral purification, ennobling and transforming the human
race, emanates from Christ, and to these results the water which
flowed from Jesus' opened side symbolically points.
But water alone would not have saved us. We are deeply involved
in gnilt in the sight of God; and though we might cease, from this
time, to accumulate fresh guilt, yet our fonner offences would not, on
that account, be undone and blotted out. Besides, notwithstanding
all the cleansing and ennobling of our lives by the Word-when
measured according to the model of the Divine requirements-we
remain poor sinners as before, and exposed to the curse. We therefore
need, besides, a moral reformation, and more urgently than that, a
deliverance from the sentence of condemnation which impended over
us, and a being replaced in a state of grace. For this necessity-the
most urgent of all-that which is reqnisite is supplied by the blood we
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see streaming, along with the water, from the wounded side of Jesus.
It points out the ransom paid for our guilt, once for all, before God;
as well as the atoning sacrifice, by means of which the reconciliation of
Divine justice with God's love to sinners is brought about, and our
acceptance without any infringement of the former, rendered possible.
The blood flowed separately from the water; justification must not be
mingled with, much less exchanged for, personal amendment. That
which again recommends us to the love of God is solely the merits of
Christ, and by' no means the piece-work of our own virtue. Certainly,
Union by faith and life with Christ is requisite on our parts, but in
Christ's righteousness, and in that alonc, do we receive the absolution
from deserved punishment; even as, for its sake alone, we are reinstated in the privileges of Divine adoption. Conversion makes us
capable of blesscdness; but the blood of the Lamb alone renders us
worthy of it.
But we know that water and blood by no means exhaust the exhibition of the saving efficacy of Christ's merits. There are three, says
the Apostle, that testify for Him and of Him on earth-the water (the
moral power of the Word), the blood (the atoning and peace-bringing
effect of His vicarious sufferings), and the Holy Spirit, who not merely
amends but renews; not only prunes away the twigs from the tree of
sin, but roots it up, and plants in its place the scion of an essentially
new being and life. He who passes through the world adorned with
the threefold seals of such powerful credentials, cannot be otherwise
than from above, and must be the Redeemer and Messiah ordained of
God. John regards it as scarcely possible that anyone can mistake
this, and vehemently urges us to swear fealty to Him along with himself, whilst most impressively and affectingly exclaiming, "He that
saw it bare record, and his record is true; and he knoweth that he
saith true, that ye might believe."
Let us, then, also believe, dear readers, that we may likewise ex·
perience the Lord of Glory as Him who cometh with water, blood, and
the Holy Spirit-that is, cleansing, reconciling, and regenerating.
Let us give ourselves wholly and without reserve to Him, after He
has thus given Himself up to death for us, and say with the poet,
" Let the water and the blood,
From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse us from its guilt and power."
(To be c01Itinued.)
THE HOLY SPIRIT'S" NOT," WITH" BUT."
FIRST negative and then positive is a method of divinely teaching and
inst~eting the household of faith, as may be seen in the Scriptures of
both the Old Testament and the New.
The.inspired Psalmist begins the 115th Psalm in this way, emphasing
the negative by a repetition of it, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us,
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but unto Thy Name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
J acob also is well taught this blessed doctrine of sovereign grace, as
his acknowlegment before his Covenant God attests: "I am not
worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which Thou
hast showed unto Thy servant." So that these mercies bestowed on
him, and the truth opened to his view, and sealed upon his heart, had
not for their procuring cause any worthiness of his, merit in any
goodness of the creature, righteousness of the creature, or holiness of
the creature-all such he disclaims. How blessedly one in heart and
way were David and Jacob in this most important matter; nothing of
the Pharisee or workmonger is found in their testimony. Not unto us,
then, as meriting or deserving aught at the hand of God, but unto Thy
Name, merciful and graciou. Sovereign, bountiful and unchangeable,
keeping mercy for thousands, pardoning the transgression and sin of
the vessels of His mercy. The spiritual sons of Jacob are changeable
creatures; but God, their Covenant God, is the Lord who changeth not,
and there is great glory due unto His Name therefor. "I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy," and" I have given them Thy
word," shows that
" Every grace and every favour
Comes to us through Jesus' blood,"
and that
" The sovereign will of God alone
Creates us heirs of grace."
So far from creature·deserving being a ground, foundation, or moving
cause in God to bestow any favour or blessing to fallen sinners of
mankind, we find the Psalmist in another Psalm appealing to God for
help and deliverance from former and present iniquities upon the
alone ground of the glory of Jehovah's Name, as a God of sovereign
grace. "Help us, 0 God of our salvation, for the glory of Thy Name,
and deliver us, and purge away our sins for Thy Name's sake"
(Psalm !xxix 9).
Daniel also ascribes" not" to the creature as a fallen sinner, and
everything to Jehovah as a God of sovereign mercy; sins, rebellions,
and confusion of face to men, and mercies and forgivenesses to God
(Dauiel ix. 5-9).
The Apostle John's" not" and" but" are a further proof of the Holy
Spirit's jealousy for the glory, freeness, and efficacy of Divine grace:
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). What
a not and what a but are these! . Surely wretched sinners cannot boast
in the face of such a negative as this. Indeed we loved not God, for
our carnal mind is enmity against Him, and would have remained so,
for any ability of ours to bring it into subjection to either Law or Gospel.
But He loved us even when we were n.othing but enmity, as dead in
sins. Oh, what a " but" is that! "The Lord hath appeared of old
unto ·me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love,
therefore with loving·kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
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This ancient, everlasting love secures their being drawn by God the
Father to Christ their Mediator, Redeemer, and Saviour. In their
natural state of spiritual darkness, ignorance, and enmity, they drew
iniquity with cords of vauity, and sin as it were with a cart rope; but
love divine and eternal draws them from these things to God, with
~ords of a man, and with bands of love.
" Oh, what wonders love has done!
But how little understood."
Then again, we find the Apostle Paul again and again teaching
by this method. "Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration
.and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus iii. 5). He puts a negative
upon bodily exercise in religion-such things as Popish processions, or
other performances of men in the flesh-" For bodily exercise profiteth
little, but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the
life that now is, and of that which is to come." "Who hath saved
us and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
J esns before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
J ehovah's jealousy for the glory and freeness and sovereignty of His
own grace, in these negative and positive assertions attests His solemn
-disapprobation of Arminian teaching, and of the heresies of Popery
that so abound among us; because these do really seek righteousness
and salvation not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law, and
by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.
But blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin, but
lmputeth righteousness without works-such as Abraham. "Now it
was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed unto him : but
for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead" (Rom. iv. 23, 24).
To write and exhort the brethren at Philippi to rejoice in the Lord,
.and other things of the Spirit of God, was not grievous to the Apostle,
but to them it was safe, even to go over the same ground again and
.again. And, to close this meditation, see what an encouraging" not"
.and "but" are those of Rev. iii. 5: "He that overcometh shall be
dothed in white raiment, and I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but will confess his name before My Father and before
Ris angels."
" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.
" But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away,
A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they."
.Birkenhead.
G. A.
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THE BLESSED HOPE.
" So that ye come behind in no gift,. waiting for the coming of l>UT
Lord Jesus Ohrist."-l COR. i. 7.
WE'RE waiting for Thy Coming, blessed Lord,
With eager watching for that happy hour
When, in fulfilment of Thy promised Word,
Thou shalt return in glory and in power,
To gather to Thyself Thine own,
And place them with Thee on Thy throne.
To Thy belov'd disciples Thou didst say,
" Let not your hearts be troubled; trust in Me ;
For I will come again on the appointed day,
And you for evermore with Me shall be,
Within My Father's house above,
The home of perfect rest and love."
We're waiting eagerly, 0 Lord, for Thee,
Still cherishing" the blessed hope" of heaven,
Which, through Thy grace, so bounteous, sovereign, free,
To our regenerate spirits has been given,
The Hope to see Thy blessed face,
And dwell in the prepared place.
Oh, blessed Hope! the gift of grace Divine,
What peace it breathes into the troubled heart,
What strength infuses into souls supine,
What power to meet the cruel tempter's dart ;
What joy amidst the woes of life,
What conquests in the daily strife!
Help us to wait in patience, gracious Lord,
In restfullist'ning for the Bridegroom's voice;
Reposing calmly on Thy faithful Word,
And ready in Thy presence to rejoice;
To sit down at the Marriage Feast,
And" joy unspeakable" to taste.
And while we wait, oh, let the work of grace
Be growing in perfection day by day;
Our carnal motives and desires erase,
And what is earthly in us take away;
Let us e'en now Thy likeness bear,
That we may then Thy glory share.
We're waiting for the dawning of the morn,
When Hope shall into full fruition grow;
When Thou wilt to Thy chosen ones return,
And they a full salvation's bliss shall know,
Safe-sheltered in their Father's home;
Come; even so, Lord Jesus, come.
Birkdale, Nl>v. 19th, 1909.
J. BAXANDALL.
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THE FIRST SIN.

By THE AUTHOR OF "THE PROTOPLAST."
" When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruii thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband
ttJith her,. and he did eat."-GENESIS iii. 6.
(Continued from page 756.)

-,

OUR next point is Sin in its JUDGMENT. Not only is the sinner led
to plead guilty at the bar of God's tribunal, as we have just seen; but
moreover, his sin must receive judgment; he must hear the sentence
of its penalty, according to the law. This is Eternal Death. "The
soul that sinneth, it shall die." The wages of sin is death.
The sinner, convinced by the Spirit, receives this sentence as one
from which there is no appeal; he feels that it is both righteous and
certain; and that unless his sin can be got rid of, he must suffer this
its just reward. Therefore is his anguish increased, until he finds
Christ, the Sin-bearer and Surety. When the Saviour is revealed to
him, he does not lose his se1'lSe of the judgment of sin; but he sees the
person of another interposed in his stead, and benolds the sentence
taking effect on the substitute. "God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh" (that
is, in Christ's flesh). (Romans viii. 3.) Again," He died unto sin,"
or under sin, in debt to sin; so fearful was this judgment of sin in the
person of Christ, that it caused His piercing cry of pain, "My God, My
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" The reason why the suffering of
Christ was not eternal in duration was, that it was infiuite in intensity.
With this knowledge of God's judgment of sin, in affixing to it this
eternal penalty, there ariseth the thorough conviction, that although
by the satisfaction unto His justice, through the death of His Son, the
eternal puuishment is remitted, and will not fall on the believing sinner;
still in every act of God's fatherly government, it shall be made mauifest
"that it is an evil thing and bitter to depart from Him." In this
world, while life lasts, sin, pardoned sin, shall be iudged of God; its
character shall be proved; its deadliness shall be felt; and it shall be
cast out by the Christian, as a thing too loathsome to be borne. Behold
how distinctly God teacheth this lesson in His Word. "If His (Christ's)
children forsake My law, and walk not in My judgments, etc., then will
I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iuiquity with stripes."
" You ouly have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I
will punish you for all your iniquities" These, and such like texts,
rest upon the spirit of the Christian, and he learns to dread sin, and to
regard it as an abominable thing, tending in its own nature to his ruin;
he cannot make light of it, as if its sure pardon made it the less hateful ;
his whole soul thirsteth for the day when he shall sin no more. As he
walketh onward in the path of Christian experience, he learns practically,
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what he believed when his sill was first judged of God. As he falls
into transgression, and departure from the way of godliness, he finds
how sure is the chastening of sin; the rebuke of God followeth his every
backsliding, and whether it cometh in the form of outward trial, or
simply the withdrawal of the Divine presence, it breaketh his heart
with heaviness.
If we look at Scripture Saints, we shall see how truly they were
brought into judgment for sin. David, Hezekiah, Eli, J onah, are
only a few among that cloud of departed witnesses whose lives tell the
tale of God's indignation against iniquity. To David it was said,
"The child that is born unto thee shall surely die."
To Hezekiah, " All that is in thine house shall be carried into Baby·
Ion." To Eli, "I will judge his house for ever for the iuiquity which
he knoweth." To Jonah, "For thy sake is this great tempest."
The child of God learns for himself the burden of that song which
the redeemed sing in Heaven:
"True and righteous are thy judgments."
It is a beautiful thing to mark how the Christian is brought to have
the same mind concerning sin as his heavenly Father hath. Even
while he is fainting beneath the stroke of God, he justifies the righteous·
ness of the dispensation; while his bones ache with pain, and his nerves
quiver with anguish; while his heart breaks with very trouble, and
his countenance is covered with shame-still he testifies that his desert
is greater than his punishment; he consents to the sentence, he accepts
the chasteuing, and mingles praise with cries for deliverance.
Hezekiah said, "Good is the word of the Lord which thou hast
spoken." Eli said, "It is the Lord, let Him do that which seemeth
Him good." It is this spiritual acceptance of God's judgment of sin
which everlastingly separates the believer from the Antinomian
Churches of his day; his soul is stirred within him when he hears the
heavy burden of iniquity spoken of as a thing of nought; he knows
too well the pressure of the least sin upon the conscience, to account it
a trifle; and turns from the miserable comforters who speak of peace
when there is no peace, to Him whose scourge telleth of sonship.
" Though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion, according to
the multitude of His mercies," says the affiicted saint; "I will wait
till His salvation cometh."
Next, let us look at'Sin in its FORGIVENESS.
There are moments in a life·time which outweigh years of ordinary
feeling. So it is with the inner spiritual life of the Christian. There
are days and hours in his experience which tell upon him more than
the years of half a century,-gradually runuing out as the sands of
time. Such a day, or hour, is that in which for the first time he_sees
that there is such a thing as forgiveness with God.
After the long, dark night of sorrow, wherein sin is revealed and
judged, there appeareth the faint dawn of the morning of joy, and the
light falleth upon the Cross of Jesus, making manifest an inscription
hitherto unseen: "His blood cleanseth from all sin." How shall I
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find words to tell the deep, thrilling, rapturous blessedness which that
sight bringeth to the convinced soul? As the heart of a Christian
knoweth its own bitterness in the time of sin's judgment, so in the
season of joy which followeth, the stranger standeth aside, and intermeddleth not therewith. "There was no man present when J oseph
made himself known unto his brethren." "Let thy Urim and Thummim be with thine Holy One."
It is within the veil of an inner sanctuary, that the sinner hears
the first whisper of salvation; and when he comes forth into the outer
court of this world again, he feels almost as the Apostle Paul did when,
after he had been caught up to the third heaven, he assured the
Corinthians he had heard unspeakable words, which were not lawful
for a man to utter.
It is only the substance of the revelation which can be told by the
tongue of the stammerer, in the feeble and broken words of earthly
language. May the Spirit of God bring back upon the memory and
heart of His forgiven ones their secret experience in that time of love;
so shall the deficiencies of this page be supplied.
All remission of sin is through the blood of Him who died for the
sinner. Now, although, even from the cradle upward, the convinced
sinner has been familiar with the doctrine of Christ's death, though
it has been the burden of his nursery hymn, and of his manhood's
creed, still it brings no comfort to his soul in the time when God is
showing him his lost estate. There is an instinctive, though perhaps
an undefined feeling, that the Atonement was made alone for those
whose names are in the Book of Life, and until he bas God's own
assurance of personal interest in the great Sacrifice, his spirit cannot
be at rest.
But when God forgiveth sin, He shows the troubled saint that there
is no evidence of interest in the Saviour so certain as the sense of sinnership. Jesus died for sinners: He came to save the last: He is the
Physician of the sick. The sinner argues, " Surely I am thus described,
therefore His work was for me ; " and as he bears the "yea" of the
Spirit, and the " amen" of the Son, the full, free, and eternal pardon
of the elect of God is sealed upon his heart.
That precious blood, which, in the day of its shedding, had a voice
which reached unto the Heavens, and spoke of peace between God
and the offender, now is sprinkled in drops of blessed rain upon the
conscience, purging away its guilt, and causing the same peace to
spring up within the heart of the reconciled. All fear of the Divine
wrath which has haunted the mind for months past, now passeth
away; it is cast out by an almost perfected love; all dread of God's
condemning presence is changed into an earnest longing to be near
Him, and with Him for ever. "I held Him," said the spouse, in her
day of espousal, "and would not let Him go." "Then he prayed
Him that he might be with Him," is said of the young man out of whom
Christ cast the Legion. The sting of death ip for the time extracted,
because the burden of bin is removed; the believet feels that to die
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would be only to rest in Jesus: he is willing rather to part with his
body than with his new-found Lord. Yet, if he is to live, Christ will
be but behind the lattice, which separateth the tangible from the
spiritual: he can return to his daily secular duties in the world's rough
school with a light heart now, and bear his outward cross manfully,
for he is forgiven. It seems to him as if there were nothing left to wi.h
for on this side the grave-his cup runneth over. There is no partial
forgiveness with God; it is the fullness of His pardon which satiates
the sou!' It reaches to all kind of sin. " All manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven." To all depth of sin: "Though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as woo!." It stretches back to all past
time-to the transgressions of half a century, spent after the manner
of the Gentiles; it looks forward to all future time-to the sins of
coming years, till life shall end.
And is not the freeness of this pardon one of its most precious
characteristics 1 It is burdened with no conditions, clogged with no
provisoes; it is given only to those who are "without money, and
without price." "I am He that blotteth out thy transgreosions, for
Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins," is the tenor of its
language.
Even as the morning dew upon the parched summer-grass-as the
sunshine in the house of the poor-as the wind's kiss on the fevered
brow-as the mother's whispered blessing over her firstborn, so is this
gift of God in its frppn~ss.
It is an eternal pardon!
I have often been struck while wandering through a foreign cemetery, with that favourite old French inscription, "A perpetuite."
They are sweet words, but they are only worthy of being wreathed
around the immortal gifts of God. The tombstone will crumble
away, and mingle with the sleeping form beneath; the love and
memory of the lost one will pass from the earth as a tale that is told;
but the pardon spoken to the child of God on earth will form the
burden of his song before the throne in heaven; a chord is struck by
the Spirit in the day of salvation which will vibrate for ever. "A
perpetuite " is graven upon the white stone of forgiveness.
May we not truly sayHow bright the early dawn of light divine,
'Mid clouds of darkness breaking!
How sweet the voice of Him who died for men,
A first forgiveness speaking!
Surely the solemn gladness of such an hour is worthy to be set against
the light afllictions of a believer's life-time.
Need I say to those who have proceeded but a little way in the
onward journey of Christian experience, that, although the light
kindled in the day of God's pardon never goeth out, the shadows of
earth will dim its brightness. Yes, even after God has spoken Buch
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words of peace, the believer turning aside to folly will lose his sense
of them. Therefore it is, that after every fresh transgression he
requires renewed assurance of pardon, he must hear again the word~,
"The Lord hath put away thy sin;" his daily prayer before the
throne while life endures, is, " Forgive me my trespasses," for he cannot
sleep in peace without the sealing kiss of a present pardon from Him
whom he hath offended, seven times, seventy times told.
This is no strange doctrine. Who that hath sinned deeply against
an earthly loved one, is content with one general forgiveness ~ Again
and again the heart will ask for the precious words of love to be
repeated, which tell of perfect pardon; and for the embrace of entire
reconciliation confirming them.
(To be continued.)

A FAITHFUL GOD.
By THE LATE MR. JAMES WRIGHT,

OF

BRISTOL.

" God is faithful, Wh? will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able,. but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it."-1 COR. x. 13.

WITH the temptation, or trial, not a long time before, but with it, of
which the deliverance of Israel by the passage of the Red Sea was a
remarkable illustration, God allowed the difficulties in which His
people then were to increase in intensity, till they came to such a
crisis that it appeared like certain destruction. Behind, was the host
of Egypt; before, the rushing sea. What was there but death ~ And
just at that very crisis, God made a pathway through the sea; He
made a way of escape.
"With the temptation." Let the tried believer get comfort from
this, God does not promise to make a way of escape a week before the
moment of trial. He does not promise to make it a day before, or ten
minutes before the extremest pressure, but with it.
" At some time or other the Lord will provide,"
as we sometimes sing, and that time is God's time, and is often with
the trial; that is, at the moment of it3 utmost intensity.
" A way of escape." There are not twenty ways of escape; there
is one way. What is it ~ God's way. And is not that what every
true-hearted believer wants ~ When Moses was told to stretch out his
hand, the arm of the Lord awoke. And that is what every tried and
tempted saint wants; he wants the Lord to deliver. There is a great
difference between waiting for the Lord's deliverance and cutting the
meshes of the net ourselves. The Psaln:iist says, "Mine eyes are ever
toward the Lord; for He shall pluck my feet out of the net." He
shall do it; I don't attempt to do it. I will remain in the net as long
as He pleases, for the net that He spreads over me is a net to capture
4
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my heart for Himself. I don't need to hurry to get out of such a net as
that. Again, in Ps. lxxxviii., we read, "I am shut up and cannot
come forth." A very painful experience to the flesh, but a very
blessed one to the one who can wait, for the Lord to open a door, a way
of-escape.
,
Look at that vessel passing through a canal lock ! It comes in, the
gates behind it are shut, and before it are two gates against which is
the whole pressure of the water in the canal above. As it passes in,
and the two gates are shut behind, it is shut in as into a watery grave!
:Sut now, unobserved by any eye, under the water in which the vessel
is floating, two sluices are opened, and from the fulness above the
water is let in beneath, and the vessel rises higher and higher. It was
" shut in," and could not" come forth"; but now it is raised higher
and higher, till it reaches the top, and then the gates are opened, and
it goes forth on the upper level.
Beloved fellow-believers, this illustrates God's object in shutting us
in, so that we cannot come forth, and we must wait His time. Shipraising in a lock is not a quick business. but it is a sure business. So
God's own time for bringing forth His" shut up" ones may not
come quickly, but if we wait on Him, He will, in every such experience, lift us by His own grace to a higher level of acquaintance
with Himself.
Until, finally, He lifts us to the level of His own glory, for" the Lord
will give grace and glory." He has given grace; and He will give
every subject of that grace His own eternal glory.

THE THINGS OF CHRIST.
IT is the mind of the Spirit, Who, God over all, has power and right
to do what He will, to " take of Christ's," and" show" to those whom
having chosen to love, He teaches. He takes of Christ's experiences,
and brings the children into similar ones. Jesus was wearied with
His journey, and they, the strong as well as the weak in body, are often
sick in soul and" discouraged because of the way." Then He would
turn in and sit and rest with His friends, while they gladly listened to
His gracious words; now' His saints being " let go to their own company" enjoy, as He is pleased to bless, commuuion one with another
-as they talk of Him. But, again, Jesus is forsaken of all-and when
the Lord brings His-so near to Himself (perhaps in the judgment of
mercy), that there is no room for any between-they, too, have no man
standing with them. "Are they tempted 1 So was He. Deserted 1
He was too." Yet His temptations were not without reliefs. The
Devil" departed from Him for a season," and often, often since, has it
been a joy to the people's hearts to triumph in their Lord, and give
Satan the pain of hearing in his ears, "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine·
enemy."

,
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Jesus came to do the will of God. "Yea," He said (Ps. xl.) "Thy
law is within My heart." His seed, serving Him, "delight in the law
of God after the inward man"; and while He said, "I do always the
things which please the Father "-they find a desire after God in the
words of the Apostle-" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" If
the Lord, in answering, should say, "I will show him how great things
he must suffer," is it not in measure, even then, fellowship with Christ
in His sUfferings? As He, dying, committed His spirit to His Father,
let them-in their often deaths-eommit the keeping of their souls also
unto God as unto a faithful Creator, casting on Him not only the giving
of a sanctified will, but the responsibility of their support while they
seek, though flesh and heart fail, to do that will. Jesus rejoiced in His
Father's will, and theirs is-as well as a painful-a sweet, willing, loving
obedience, when, sensible of His Almighty presence and blessing, they
leave all to Him. "The things concerning Me have an end," Jesus
said, and there is no one dealing of the Lord's with them without an
end also. Ouly one end, and always the same-peace to them, and
love and thanks to Him. Jesus sent His disciples before Him into
whatever place He Himself would come; and now, whatever way
they take, He knoweth it, having Himself been there, and they look to
Him as to One in all points tried as they are. Yet without sin. No
unbelief in His heart, no mistaken word on His tongue, no possibility
of going astray, or wandering in mind, or slipping with His feet; not the
shadow of anything that 'was not "holy, harmless, and undefiled."·
And while His children deplore and mourn under the constant inward
oppressor, their Guide, according to His own promise, takes still " of
Him "-of Christ, the Sent of the Father, of Jesus the Saviour of His
people; shows them the provision He has made-gives them to hope,
to confide, or to rejoice in the blood of the Lamb, and the garment by
Him wrought out for their covering. Then they see that, as He was in
all points tempted like as they are, yet without sin, so themselves are
tempted as He was, and through Him, washed and justified, are without
sin too, and are complete and accepted before the Father, Who looks
on them and their Redeemer only with love.
There are untold numbers who have been shown Christ's heavenly
glory; there are some for whom yet this sight is waiting. Oh, let them
seek the things of Jesus Christ; not the" things which are their own."
He was the Light of the world, and said, "let your light shine before
men." He went about doing good, and has given them a precept to·
do good first to the household of faith, and then to as many more as·
they are in touch with; as the zeal of God's house" ate Him up," so
in season and out be valiant for the truth. And He gives a very
gracious word to those who know their powerlessness to do, their
helplessness to come, their total insufficiency and perplexity, their
inability to see and understand the things which "make for their
peace," when He says" God will reveal even this unto you."
" Therefore, wait ye upon Me."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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HELPS AND HINDRANCES.
people of God have three almighty Friends and three desperate
foes. The first three is a Triune J ehovah-Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost; and the latter-the world, the flesh, and the devil; and these
will keep up a perpetual war: as one says :THE

"Her
But
The
The

warfare, though finished, her foes are not slain,
often molest her again and again;
world, flesh, and Satan, corruption and sin,
worst of all traitors-and these all within."

" The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would." As dear Hart says :"When good I would perform,
Through fear or shame I stop;
Corruption rises like a storm,
And blasts the promised crop,"
which constrains us to cry, "Oh, wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me from this body of death !" And this inward conflict
proves the two natures, for where there is no spiritual life there is no
conflict. The dead do not war with either Satan, sin, or self; but the
Lord's people find that"World, flesh, and sin, three deadly foes,
With Grace the war maintain;
And oft, down little J acob goes,
But lives to fight again."
" For when their power is gone, and there is none shut up or left, I,
the Lord, will hear them; I, the God of J acob, will not forsake them."
And they "shall be holpen with a little help"; and" strengthened
with might in the inner man." And being refreshed as with new wine,
" shall again go forth in the dances of them that make merry," and
prove that" the joy of the Lord is their strength." And nothing
comforts and strengthens the soul like the" Love of God shed abroad
in the heart." It is then we rise and shine, our" Light having come,
and the Glory of the Lord having risen upon us." It is then we "run
through a troop, and leap over a wall." Then we "draw water out of
the wells of salvation," and "drink and forget our poverty." Then
we go on our way rejoicing, " Looking unto Jesus," and singing,"He helped His saints in ancient days,
All glory to His name;
And we can witness to His praise,
That He is still the same."
This is high and holy living, and we know of nothing better than
eating and drinking the Promises, and thus" tasting that the Lord is
gracious." It brings us up from the wilderness into pure and celestial
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air; and gives us an idea of the enjoyment and employment of heaven,
and makes us long to be there to " see the King in His beauty," and to
be like Him. These are" helps" by the way.
But, " Again they are minished and brought low, through affiiction,
oppression, and sorrow," and obliged to cry with the Psalmist, "Help,
Lord "-help me against my corruptions, help me against my enemies,
against unbelief, against the world, the flesh, and the devil. Help me
in providence, help me in prayer, help me to wait patiently when in
trouble; help me when Providence seems to frown and everybody and
everything seems against me, when instead of going forward I seem to
be going back, when the soul is ready to start and say, " Why should I
wait for the Lord any longer?" When faith loses its grasp, and casts
away its confidence, hope is dashed, and patience worn out, and rebellion is boiling like a pot, and"Like Gad, often foiled, to my sorrow;
I caunot like Gideon pursue;
Yet Hope lifts its head on the morrow,
The conflict again to renew.
"Like J acob, whose hair was grown hoary,
When thorny and dark is my way;
How apt to repeat the old story,
, All things are against me,' to say.
But"Wait awhile, and thou shalt see
His love in all that comes to thee."
"He tarries oft till we are faint,
And comes at evening late."
He generally stays till Lazarus is dead, and all hope of deliverance
taken away, and comes just at the last distressing hour and shows Himself "mighty to save," and the Lord to provide. Thus the child of
God is the subject of both helps and hindrances, and knows the difference between the Saviour's coming and going; for when He comes He
brings a cordial, and in going He seems to take all with Him. The
soul then returns to its own place, viz., cleaving to earth, and grovelling
in the dust, and seems to be the subject of many snares; as one tmly
says"Snares in thy quiet; snares in thy commotion;
Snares in thy diet; snares in thy devotion;
onares watch thy thoughts; snares watch thee about;
Snares lie in thy heart, and snares without."
And being the subject oho much sin and corruption, he finds it to be
what the Scripture says, " The day of J acob's trouble "-that is, trouble
peculiar to those taught of God; but he " shall be saved out of it" ;
for where sin abounds, Grace much more abounds.
Thus the people of God know what it is to be weak and strong, lively
and dull, happy and miserable, faint, yet pursuing; having nothing,
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yet possessing all things; soaring high, and sinking low; devil-hunted,
yet highly-favoured: to have a taste of heaven with a thorn in the
flesh; often cast down, but not destroyed. Thus" with us is the
Lord our God to help us " (2 Chron. xxxii. 8), and Satan to hinder us
(1 Thess. ii. 18).
These are some of the" Helps and Hindrances" God's people meet
with, and are the subjects of, while travelling through the wilderness,
and" Weaker than a bruised reed,
Help they every moment need."
And it is our mercy to know that-" The needy sigh is heard in heaven,
When not a word is spoke."
And methinks I hear the Saviour say"Cheer up, dear soul, redeem thy life with Mine ;
My soul shall smart, My heart shall bleed for thine.
Oh, groundless deeps, oh, love beyond degree,
The Offended dies to set the offender free! "
And these precious blessings realized in the heart will enable us to say" Should death be at hand, I'll fear not undressing,
But cheerfully throw off this garmeut of clay;
To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing,
Since Jesus to Glory through death led the way."
May it be our happy lot, through the person and work of Christ.

Amen.

J. J.

SoutJiborough.

QiOttfflpon1:Jence.
THE LATE REV. WILLIAM BATLEY.-AN APPRECIATION.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,A brief allusion was made in last month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE to the
home-going of your beloved friend, the Rev. W. Batley, as the intelligence of his sudden translation came just as the short article entitled
" Thou Remainest," and containing such a number of names of those
called to enter upon their glorious blood-bought inheritance during
1909, was in the printer's hands. May I therefore add a few words
about the Lord's dear servant Mr. Batley 1 For, whilst I shall ever
cherish a loving remembrance and esteem for this dear servant of God,
unknown to me in the flesh, I have been deeply stirred and encouraged
in reading the several letters concerning him since his home-call. The
memorial sheet contains these telling words, which bespoke the
characteristics of this dear man of God: "Oh, tarry thou the Lord's
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leisure." And then follows those three lovely verses of Toplady's
immortal hymn :" Wait till the shadows flee,
Wait thine appointed hour,
Wait till the Bridegroom of thy soul
Reveal Himself with power.
" Tarry His leisure then,
Although He seem to stay,
A moment's intercourse with Him
Will all thy griefs o'erpay.
. " Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays Himself on Thee,
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."
He was evidently, by his life and walk and conversation, one of those
humble-hearted followers of the Lord kept in the attitude of " waiting
for His Son from Heaven." One who knew him in the early seventies
at St. David's, Holloway, where he was your fellow-labourer in the
ministry, writes:"His unostentatious bearing and deep humility were then very
conspicuous. Oh, what a lovely feature is humility in the Christian
character! Leighton in his 'Commentary on the Epistle of Peter'
says: 'Those Christians who are greatly graced are the most humble,
and humility is the guardian of all the other graces.' The late Robert
Walker was wont to say, 'We must be humbled, before we are
humble.' Yes, if I may so speak, God has to take a deal of trouble to
bring us down to His feet; but when I am favoured to sit at the dear
Saviour's feet, I feel to be nothing and Christ all and in all. I very
much regret I have not a portrait of dear Mr. Batley. By his death
I have lost a dear kind friend, whose kindness I shall very much miss..
, Friend after friend departs! ' but' the Lord liveth.' Kindly tender
to Mr. Ormiston my Christian love when you see him. I am often
carried back in thought to the year 1866, when I first met him, and
the many hallowed seasons we had at St. David's. The Lord long
spare him to labour in Word and in doctrine! "
In reply to my letter asking dear Mrs. Batley if she would furnish
you with a portrait for the Magazine, she kindly replies: "I hope you
will not mind my refusing a photograph, but knowing my dear
husband's quiet, retiring nature, I am sure he would have shrunk
from such publicity. I have many nice letters from his old friends,
all speaking warmly of him."
And to this Miss Batley kindly adds the following :N <w• 27th, 1909.
DEAR MISS COWELL,-My mother suggests ·that I should add a
few lines to her letter to you. My dear father always shrank veri
HASTINGS,
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much from any sort of publicity, and I feel almost incapable of writing
anything about his last days which might afterwards be published.
He was only ill for about a week, though he had been in failing health
for some years. The fatal termination to his illness was unexpected
both to us and, I think, to himself, but I had often heard him remark
that God's people, when safely landed out of this sorrowful world, do
not wish themselves back, and we feel this to be peculiarly true in his
own case. He craved much for rest during his illness, though he was
always wonderfully acquiescent in the will of God, and often spoke
gratefully of His many mercies. He was most considerate for those
about him, and anxious not to give trouble of any kind, and he habitu·
ally made little of his own suflerings and discomforts, but it is sweet to
us to know that he has reached a land where sorrow and pain and
anxiety cannot touch him, arid where the weary are at rest.
He used to quote Miss F. R. Havergal's hymn:
" Thine eyes shall surely see
No distant hope, nor dim
Wonders of mercy wrought for thee:
Wait patiently for Him."
On the last uight of his life I heard him say: "Wait-wait-wa.itwait patiently for Him." He was a deeply interested reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and often spoke with appreciation of your contributions to its pages.
I am sorry that there has been so much delay in answering your
letter. My dear mother has much to attend to and is not very strong.
With thanks for all your sympathy. I am, yours sincerely,
D. SIBELLA BATLEY.
And now, before I close this brief allusion to the Lord's dear servant,
I feel constrained to give in connection with it an intensely interesting
circumstance, which has never been in print, and was known only
to the few who, whenever and to whomsoever it was narrated at the
time, begged for it to be written for the encouragement of faith in
others. One dear friend went so far as to say, "I should think you
could never doubt Him again!" Alas! for these poor forgetful,
sinning hearts of ours. But with reference to the foregoing. It was
in the year 1903, when the history of our valued Magazine went through
such a crucial ordeal, and the large sum of £700 had to be raised
wherewith to purchase the copyright and maintain the MAGAZINE.
I have often thought that a little book in itself could have been written
on that remarkable time which so greatly glorified the Hearer and
Answerer of prayer! But briefly now I allude to the Lord's dear
serva'!t Mr. Batley, who at an early stage sent the writer £50 towards
the Maintenance Fund. This was a most generous and encouraging
help. But as' the months wore on and the larger sums had been
gathered in, you, my dear Mr. Ormiston, wrote me to the eflect,
and in acknowledging a cheque made up of smaller gifts, said how

,
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prolonged the time might be in completing. the smaller donations,
appreciated as they were, and coming from those of "a willing
mind." And you went on to write: "Will you join me, in asking, if
it be the Lord's will, that the Fund be speedily completed, and that by
the end of the twelve months." That was in May of that year, and
just the month when a year before you were plunged into much anxiety.
The following week I received an unexpected letter whilst travelling,
from the Lord's dear servant and "faithful steward," Mr. Batley,
saying, "You have not let me know how the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund
is getting on. But in case you need a little more help, I am sending
you another cheque for £52 lOs." In acknowledging this you wrote,
" The Lord hath indeed done great things for us! We may well be
glad. We joined in asking that in accordance with His Divine ,will, He
would put His hand to the work and speedily complete it! Your
cheque, trom dear Mr. Batley, at £521Os. was met here with one tram dear
Mr. W. at £50, who has already sent 'US three tirnes a similar amount!"
. . . "And the work was finished." Finished speedily in the Lord's
time and way, leaving His servants to exclaim from a full heart, " What
hath God wrought!" It was a deep and lasting lesson, and, unknown
to the Lord's dear servant who is now at Home, has often been a
reminder and encouragement in my depressing seasons to plead and
plead largely, and ask great things at the hand of Him who delights
to give liberally and far beyond what His children ask or think.
And now dear Mr. Batley rests from his labours! His works do
follow him-and we, so far as he followed Christ his Lord and Master,
would follow after, "receiving the end of their conversation," and
proving Jesus Christ, as he did, "the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever."

" Jesus, we bless the grace
That folds them to Thy breast;
Whilst we are in the thickest fight,
They in Thy presence rest."
Pardon the digression of so long a letter, and
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus,
RUTH COWELL.
[Most heartily do we endorse all you have said of our ever-beloved
friend and fellow-worker in the ministry of God's precious Word.
Approaching forty years ago we made Mr. Batley's acquaintance,
and death has not weakened the heart's affection for him, nor can the'
memory of his gracious humility, his fidelity to God's Covenant truth,
his gentle kindliness, and scrupulous care to walk as became the Gospel
of Christ, be obscured. He rests from his labours-rests in the
Lord. We humbly follow in his steps. His dear widow and family
have our sincere sympathy and prayers.-THE EDITOR.]
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llltotef3tant 13eacon.
WICKLIFFE.
By THE LATE DEAN LAW.
BEFORE Luther shone in full-blown lustre, Wickliffe had arisen as a
luminary of Divine truth. He has been justly termed the Reformation's Morning Star. He had preached the Gospel more than a century
and a half prior to Luther's birth. It is then a happy task to go
back in thought to his noble work, and in thanksgivings for Luther to
add, too, thanksgivings for the English Wickliffe. A hamlet in York·
shire was the place of his birth in the year 1324. Little is known
of his earliest years. No incidents are recorded. As a youth
he pursued scholastic learning at the three Colleges of Queen's,
Merton, and Balliol, in Oxford. Here unrivalled powers of intellect,
quickened by indomitable industry, distinguished him. Ardent
was his thirst for learning and keen his penetration; he reasoned
with consummate skill, and forcible was the current of his eloquence.
At first these gifts were devoted mainly to the literary pursuits
of the age. But as God sent Staupitz to enlighten the mind of
Luther with the true knowledge of His Word, so at this time
the teaching of Bradwardine became a ray of light to Wickliffe.
This celebrated teacher was now proclaiming the Gospel-scheme of
salvation. The glorious revelation soon charmed the intellect of
Wickliffe. He heard, he marvelled, he admired! He found delight in
pondering truths before which the theories of schoolmen were hut
darkness. He feasted on the wondrous plan of man's redemption from
the ruins of the Fall; and of the pathway through grace to the celestial
home. His intellect was enlightened and delighted. But for a time
these truths lingered in the vestibule of speculation. He paused at the
threshold, because he had no heartfelt sense of the miseries and penalties of sin. Up to this moment he had not fully embraced Christ as a
personal and indwelling Saviour. But God, who works in His own
time, now by His providential dealings gave new birth to his soul. The
plague, which had devastated the length and breadth of Europe,
reached the place of his abode. Multitudes fell around him; death
stared him in the face. The grave seemed gaping to receive him. He
was affrighted; terrors sprang up; he had grasped no living hope. He
feared that his state might be eternal woe. But now the Gospel·truths
which he well knew in letter, were brought to him in mighty power.
He clasped the cross of Christ, which hitherto he had only admired at
a distance. He closely appropriated the atoning Sacrifice. Every
fibre of his heart entwined around an indwelling Redeemer. He
personally realized an interest in the Gospel-truth. He thus felt that
Christ's atoning work, in all its efficacy, was for him. The wondrous
story became the life of his soul. Thus God qualified him for the
course on which he was now to enter.. Strong in the faith of Jesus, and
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glowing in His love, he advanced to the Reformer's work. The sickle
was sharpened, for the harvest was ripe. The stone and the sling were
in the youthful hands, for the Goliath of error was ready for his fall.
{1learly and boldly he continued to proclaim at Oxford the all-conquering truths of redeeming love. The word was verified, " I, if I be lifted
up, will draw all men unto Me." Converts were multiplied, and
heavenly light was rapidly diffused.
At this time disgust and indignation at the rapacity of the Mendicant
Friars particularly filled his mind. He boldly exposed the corruption
and iniquity of their vile extortions, and showed their system to be
fraudulent imposture.
He proceeded further to denounce the tyrannical usurpation of the
Tiara. The Pope claimed England as his fief; boasted that its monarch
was his vassal, and demanded contributions from its revenues as God's
'vicegerent upon earth. Wickliffe came forward, and was the first to
shake to its foundations these arrogant pretensions. His logic was
profound; his reasonings unanswerable; his deductions from Scripture carried irrefragable force. Thus he was the pioneer of liberty;
.and this English hero was the first to bring emancipation from
-fraudulent autocracy. He supplied the reasouings and the arguments
which enabled England to resist and to defy the Pope. So he aimed
-the first blow at Rome's secular power. All praise be to God who
-raised up this champion of Liberty !
He stopped not here. He proceeded to prove that the tree which
produced such corrupt fruit was corrupt in core, and in every branch.
He applied the light of Gospel-truth to all Rome's spiritual delusions.
He proved that the sacrifice of the Mass was a baneful superstition. He
-exposed the blasphemy that Bread and Wine became the real Body and
Blood of the Son of God. He pulled aside the veil which had hitherto
obscured the frightful features of the Papal creed. He opened the
·door to admit true and spiritual worship. Thus, too, he was the first
openly and boldly to assail the fables and deceits of the Antichristian
usurper. Let us be thankful for him as the foremost in the noble army
-of Reformers. It becomes us to exalt him as under God our pride and
glory. It is not, however, the province of this article to be biographic.
Let it suffice to say that alarm was felt at Rome. Again and again he
was denounced as heretical. His trial and conviction were demanded;
but God as often interposed. As a distinguished Prince of Saxony
'protected Luther, so the illustrious John of Gaunt and the widow of
the Black Prince extended shields around him. Great, however, were
the perils of this noble man; and a cruel death seemed often to be near.
More than once the crown of martyrdom almost touched his brow. But
.signal providences screened him. Political events absorbed attention.
Edward Ill. was carried to his grave; rival Popes claimed the throne
of the Seven Hills. While they hurled thunderbolts at each other, and
-each proclaimed his rival to be Antichrist, Wickliffe escaped prominent
notice, and was permitted to retire to his peaceful parish of Lutterworth.
'There he gave his time to perhaps his grandest work. _ Assisted by a
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friend-at this time one with him, but afterwards an apostate-he
accomplished the translation of the inspired Word into the AngloSaxon language. He unlocked the door for floods of heavenly light to
permeate the land. Inestimable was this boon. It gave form and
character and stability to our language, and checked its relapse to the
confused Babel of ill-adjusted words. He well earned the title of the·
Father of English Prose.
But poor indeed was the literary treasure when compared with the
spiritual gift. For what is the Bible but a revelation of God-His
attributes, His will, His grace, His glory, directing to immediate intercourse with Him through the merits of His beloved Son-proclaiming
free pardon through atoning blood-diffusing peace in the conscience,
joy in the heart, and meetness for eternal life. Thus Wickliffe stood a
herald of Reformed truth.
May the Spirit awaken in us love for these great truths, and zea}
to maintain and propagate them. More precious are they than all
wealth of worlds. Shall we not clasp them to our heart of hearts,
counting all things but loss for their knowledge, resolved to transmit
them pure and unimpaired to our children and children's children.
How vain are all pulpits which fail to exalt these Protestant truths t
If they are ignored, or obscured, or denied, the preacher is as a pilot
steering to hidden rocks-presenting a poisoned chalice-spreading a.
pillow lulling to the sleep of death-a signpost pointing to destruction.
~lay England never see the day when these truths shall become dim ;for then farewell to all the happiness of her sons at home, and all theglories of her name abroad!

"YEA, RATHER."
" But He said, Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the Word 01 God, mu!
keep it."-LuKE xi. 28.
THE Word of God, which testifies concerning the Lord Jesus Christ that
He is the only Mediator between God and men, and that He is thealone Head of the Church, the Rock upon which she is bnilt, her only
foundation, as it hath respect to grace upon earth and glory in heaven.
Nothing can be more evident than that our great Reformers were
the blessed characters spoken of by Christ. Take Luther, Calvin,
Cranmer, and Knox. Did not these hear the Word of God proclaimed
in their ears ~ For there is one God, and one Mediator between God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5). When did they first
hear it ~ Was it not when they were in the snare of the Mystery
Babylon, the mother of harlots,-Rome ~ But how did these, and
many others beside, come to hear it ~ There can be but one answer,
viz., because Christ, their dear Redeemer and Good Shepherd, gavethem to hear it, to hear His voice therein (John x. 27); and, also,
because it was spoken concerning them in the eternal Covenant
counsels of J ehovah that, "as soon as they hear of Me, they shall obey
Me " (Isa. xxiii. 14).
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Could they then abide in a confederacy where the Virgin Mary was
set up as a Mediator, if not to rival and set aside, yet to dishonour
Christ, and obscure the glory of Christ as God's Word declares Him,
the only, the alone, the one Mediator? Can those then, to-day, be
said to hear the Word of God and obey it, who refuse this Word of God,
who set it aside, who constantly disobey it by adhering to Rome, and
abiding by her traditions, will-worship, and abominable idolatries ?
And He is the Head of the body, the Church, Who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the
pre-eminence (Col. i. 18). Now, how do those hear the Word of God
and obey it, who admit the claim of the Pope of Rome to be the head!
If Christ is set by His eternal Father over the works of His hands, and
has all things put in subjection to Him (albeit this is not as yet present
to sense), what need for a so-called earthly head, as the Pope wickedly
claims to be? So that the Pope can be no other than that wicked
one, that man of sin, spoken of by God in His Word; and therefore,
so seen and discerned, he is, and must be, refused, denied, cast oft,
.and set aside by those who hear the Word of God, and obey it (2 Thess.
ii.; Rev. xii. 11). So our blessed Reformers cast him oft.
But to take another view, we find the Apostle Paul writing
to the Romans: "But God be thanked that ye were the servants of
sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was
delivered· you." The doctrine he speaks of is the doctrine of grace,
the only doctrine that is truth and no lie, the alone doctrine that is
according to godliness. A doctrine that needs a preacher to preach it.
" How shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach
except they be sent?" Passing through London in the summer of this
year, I stepped in to one of the city churches, and saw and heard a
man in the pulpit, and was soon made painfully conscious that he
was destitute of the Word of God, and not a preacher in the Apostle's
sense of the word. I became an unintentional witness against him,
and had no alternative than to hear and obey the Word of God concern·
ing such, viz., "Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou
perceiveth not in him the lips of knowledge" (Prov. xiv. 7). Aye, and
with a heavy heart, as I thought of the times bygone,-of dear old
Watts, Wilkinson, and the many, many others, who held forth the
Word of God to the many, many who heard and obeyed it.
What a blessed hearing of the Word of God, and obeying it, was that
of Peter in Cornelius' house, when directed of God to send for him, to
hear words of him, to have God's Word spoken unto them. "Now,
.therefore, are we all present before God to hear all things that are
commanded thee of God" (Acts x.). Noah heard the Word of God,
and was warned thereby, and obeyed in an age and generation of
universal disobedience. Abraham hears the Word of God, and obeyed,
leaving his country, forgetting his own people and his father's house.
Moses heard the Word of God, and obeyed it, by refusing the honours,
wealth, and pleasures of earth and sin, and cast in his lot with the
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'affiicted people of God. Those hear it who are found watching daily
at His gates, waiting at the posts of His doors, in reading, meditation,
and supplication. They were blessed in Solomon's day, in Christ's
day, and in this our day and present generation.
'What can be more blessed than to hear the Word of God preachedin His Covenant engagements of a past eternity, of the grace given to
poor, wretched, undone sinners, under the fall of Adam, yet as loved
in Him, chosen in Him, and blessed in Him, redeemed, saved, and
sought-out by Him. To hear and obey the Word of God in waiting
on and for Him, in contrast to them that trust in graven images; for
the one is to be never confounded the other is to be put to shame
and greatly confounded.
To hear and obey the Word of God calling us from going about
to establish our own Righteousness, and submitting ourselves to be
justified in and by the Righteousness, i.e. the obedience and blood of
God the Saviour. To hear of the mercy of a Three-One-God coming
to us in the day of His power, and satisfying us as with marrow and
fatness; that it is not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but by His mercy in Jesus He has saved us.
To hear His Word, that yet a little while, and He will come and
receive us unto Himself, and into His glory. To hear His Word, that
we have need of patience, that as many as He loves He chastens and
rebukes, to be zealous and repent of our coldness, dulness, hardness,
and slothfulness. To hear His Word so as to find the blessedness of
communion with Him and His Father; and have His love shed abroad
in our hearts by the blessed Spirit's indwelling and power; t<> hear it,
so as to be steadfast, unmovable, and always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing our labour in Him is not in vain.
Birkenhead.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE new number of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait and
sketch of the late Dean of Norwich, with several articles bearing upon
the constitution and work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. Copies
will be gladly sent, together with the new descriptive leaflet, upon
application.
Many new subscribers have recently been obtained, but in view of
the increasing expenditure in pensions, a large addition of contributions
of 7s. and 10s. per annum is needed. One hundred and thirty-three of
the £5 5s. pensioners have this month been raised by the Committee
to the £7 7s. pension, in the order in which they stand in the
book.
The comforts of the inmates of our Homes are especially looked
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after at this season of the year by our Lady Visitors and the Committee.
The Coal Funds keep them well supplied with the means of warmth,
which are as essential as food during the winter, and the Benevolent
Funds enable nurses, medical attendance, and necessaries for the sick
to be obtained. These funds need replenishing.
The aid of young friends is always welcome, and for them to be
brought into sympathizing touch with God's aged poor is profitable
for them and cheering to the aged pilgrims, who from every point of
view need our helping hand. Even the querulousness into which old
age is sometimes betrayed is often but a sharp sigh wrung from their
failing strength by their heavy weight of years, and is itself a fresh call
to our pity and patience. Their life, like a tide in its ebbing, recedes
more quickly than it has risen; be it ours to make, by God's blessing,
their last days calm and peaceful, so far as freedom from temporal
anxieties can do. "Grace," as the Puritan father said, "is the crown
of old age," and without it the last years of life are a sad experience, a
gathering up of the faded flowers 'of pleasure, and an attempt to extract
honey from an empty comb. Nothing, on the other hand, is more
attractive and lovely than the closing life of a true Christian; the
head may be white with the snows of winter; the hands tremblingly
grasp the pilgrim's staff; the limbs totter underneath; and the brows
are furrowed with life's deep and strange experiences. The rough hill
of suffering has been toiled up; Marahs of bitterness have been tasted ;
seasons of misgiving, despondency, and trial have been passed through;
but the Lord Jesus is the Object of faith to the believer now, as to
Simeon of old, and every soul which has felt the burden of sin is equally
prepared to hail Him as " the Consolation of Israel."
Upon the payment of her pension, a dear woman burst into tears,
saying, "I had not anything left, and am sorry I have got a little
behind with my rent; but now, praise the Lord, this will set me free."
Another aged couple had been ill, and compelled to have their niece
with them, as they were sometimes both confined to their bed. The
wife burst into tears when the pension was given, saying, "Before I
called, He has answered; the Lord knew our need and has supplied it."
Thus the aged pilgrims testify to the holdfast of the tie that binds :-

-

"That cord can ne'er be broken,
'Tis held by God alone;
His own seal is the token;
He knows; He helps His own."

•

GET up, my soul; redeem thy slavish eyes
From drowsy bondage: Oh, beware; be wise:
Thy foe's before thee; thou must fight or fly :
Life lies most open in a closed eye.
Francis Quarles.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
WE do not deal with party political strife in our pages. We, however,
watch for the hand of Him who rules the children of men, and seek to
learn His wise dealings wi.h the affairs of the nation, and especially
with those that affect our own land and people. No one at the present
moment can fail to note the gravity of the period through which the
home population of the British Empire is passing. Forces are in active
operation beneath the surface which portend momentous changes.
It is too early to foretell results. The call of the voice of God is to
His own people, who are the salt of the earth, to "take heed," to
" watch," and to "pray." Oh, let us hearken to His monitory word,
" Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His
place, to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity." He
has a controversy with England for her unfaithfulness and backsliding from His holy truth and Word, and for her guilty affinity
with idolatry and idolaters. No signs of repentance, except in the
case of a remnant who sigh and mourn in secret for the iniquities
of the land, are anywhere visible. Threatening judgments are un·
heeded by our rulers. But God will not be mocked. The portent
is full of distress, disaster, anarchy, and confusion.
The Week of Universal Prayer comes opportunely, and we exhort our
dear readers to be ·present at the meetings in their respective neighbourhoods, and to take part in confession, repentance, and intercession
at this eventful period. The God of our mercies may yet hear, heed,
and appear for our national salvation. The date of the Week of Prayer
is from Lord's-day January 2nd to Saturday, January 8th, nen.
Our readers will regret to hear that the Moravian Missions, commenced in 1732, and therefore the oldest Protestant Missions, are in
dire need of funds. The presiding Bishop of the Moravian Church
in England, Bishop Hasse, states that the deficiency in 1907 was £12,800,
in 1908 £15,100, and for the present year there is an estimated deficit
of £10,850. This will necessitate a surrendering of part of the work
unless the Lord's stewards provide more ample means. It is a sad
feature of the present crisis that the London Association in aid of
Moravian Missions, which has done so much for this brave little
Protestant Church, should have to report that with two-thirds of
the financial year gone the income from donations is only half what
it was last year for the same ·period. This constitutes a very urgent
call. The Rev. W. Wilton Cox, 7, New Court, Lincoln's Inn, receives
contributions to help this devoted Church in its Missionary enterprise
in what are most truly" the uttermost parts of the earth."

