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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves ""e comfo·,'ted of God."-2 COR. L 4.

THE UPWARD LOOK.
" In .the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and will
look up."-PSALM v. 3.
THE early hours of aNew Year call upon us, and all that is within
us, fora devout expression of gratitude to our COVENANT GOD for
His faithfulness and tender mercy towards us, together with a
sincere confession to Him of our manifold sins and errors in thought,
word, and deed. Well may we marvel at His longsuffering and
compassionate dealings with us, year after year, considering the
sin-stained, unprofitable, and ungrateful lives that we have led!
His compassions indeed fail not, nor is He ever weary of doing us
good. The remembrance of these things puts us to shame, and
covers with confusion our countenance. Repentance becomes us
well, and humbleness of soul before the Mercy-seat also befits us.
" Pause, my soul, adore and wonder,
Ask, Oh, why such love to me ?
Grace has put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family!
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, to Thee."
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Oh, for true fellowship with: the PSALMIST in the language of the
verse quoted at the head of our meditation. It is becoming in us
to hallow the opening hours of another year with a new song-a
Bong of praiseful thanksgiving. And such an offering is acceptable
with the FATHER of our many and great mercies.
We reverently note the use of various words by the. PSALMIST,
when he describes his devout appeals to his GOD. He tells of his
devotional" words," "my meditation," "my cry," my " prayer,"
" my voice," and" my looking up." And four words show us what
his inmost spirit asked of GOD, namely-" Give ear," "consider,"
"hearken,," and" hear." His is a beautiful example, which we
do well to follow. The devout utterances tell of a soul fervently
thirsting after GOD, a thirst becoming all believers. "For this
shall everyone that is godly pray unto Thee in a time when Thou
mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not
come nigh unto him." The shelter from evil extended by the
ALMIGHTY in these words is really and truly a DIVINE promise.
May the believing readers of these lines rest themselves under the
covert of this Scripture, and realize perfect safety and continual
peace. Each morning will, as it dawns, bring, we trust, to the
believing heart sweet assurances of the bountiful care of our
heavenly FATHER, and rich tokens of His spiritual favour.
And in all seasons of affliction, sorrow, and anxiety, may our
beloved readers fully stay their tried hearts upon the sure promises
of the Word; and confidently await the rising of that morning
light which He has faithfully and surely pledged to His people. It
is coming-surely coming!
" I saw an Angel clothed with a cloud,

And like the sun in heaven shone His face.
That robe of gloom the glory could not shroud,
Nor did the beam the mantling darkness chase.
" LORD, Thou art Light, the very Light of Love!
And yet the skirting shadows are not fled.
Clouds from below and brightness from above
Make up the emerald rainbow round Thy head."
"Truly my soul waitethupon GOD: from Him cometh my
Salvation. He only is my rock and my Salvation; He i1\ my
defence: I shall not be greatly moved."
THE EDITOR.
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"STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS."

LVnes suggested by a Sermon.
"STRANGERS and pilgrims" are we, 0 beloved,
In this" strange land" of sins and shadows fleet,
Where our dear Lord was once a Stranger-Pilgrim
With weary, wounded feet.
"Strangers and pilgrims," through His secret calling,
Who calls each star by name that pleases Hlm,
Whose " glorious Voice" will wake the silent sleepers
In grave-beds cold and dim.
"Strangers and pilgrims"-called to meekly follow
The "blessed steps" of His pure life below,
As faultless "virgins" follow Hlm in pastures
Where fadeless lilies grow.
" Strangers and pilgrims"-strangely, deeply hated
By this proud world, this "evil world" undone
That hated Christ-the Altogether-I.ovely,
The Always Loving One.
"Strangers and pilgrims." Yes, but fellow-servants,
And "fellow-citizens with saints" in white,
Whoever serve within the City radiant
With everlasting light.
"Strangers and pilgrims." Yes, but angels' charges,
Borne safely up in shining angels' hands,
In stony pathways hedged With thorns, and haunted
By Satan's archer-bands.
"Strangers and pilgrims." Yes, but God's" dear children,"
"Beloved of God," in spite of wanderings sore,
Encircled aye with His own Love and PresenceMost blessed evermore.
"Strangers and pilgrims on the earth" polluted,
But heirs of Heaven-" joint-heirs with Christ "-are we,
And soon" with Christ" in Heaven's eternal glory
Our happy souls will be.
IBA.

IF our views are dim and languid, still He abideth faithful and
cannot deny Himself. Not upon our frames but upon the adorable
Giver of them is all our safety built. If we cannot follow Him in the
light, God help us to follow Him in the dark: and if we cannot follow
Him so, to fall down at His feet under the feeling of our own vileness.
They who are enabled thus to fall shall be raised in due time.-Toplady.
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MtaYf'lbe jIlOUf'.
OUR DIVINE KEEPER.
" The LORD is thy Keeper."-PsALM cxxi. 5.

HERE is a precious assurance for the New Year. Whatever be the
dangers which may confront God's children as they continue their
journey Zionward, they are assured by the Word of their "God
that cannot lie" that the Lord is their Keeper. The teaching of
this Psalm is beautifully summarized by the words which stand at
its head. "There we read, "The great safety of the godly, who put
their trust in God's protection." Their safety lies in the fact that
the Lord is their Keeper, and if He is their Keeper, they are indeed
in safe keeping, for, "If God be for us, who can be against us ~ "
Thus the believer can say: "I will both lay me down in peace,
and sleep: for Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety."
First, notice that the Lord Himsell is the Keeper of His people.
He Himself takes pleasure in them. He Himself loves and delights
in His people, and He Himself watches over them to guard and
keep them. "Ai; the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so
the Lord is round about His people from henceforth even for ever."
He Himself is responsible for the safety of His people.
Next, observe, that He is the Keeper of His people collectively.
He is described as "He that keepeth Israel." The people of Israel
were His beloved, chosen, and redeemed people, and He was their
Keeper all through their journeys in the wilderness. So He keepe h
3,11 "the Israel of God." "According· to His abundant mercy'
He hath begotten them again" unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away," and they are" kept by the
power 01 God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in
the last time." The whole company of the "Church militant
here on earth " are kept by the power of God, and shall hereafter
be presented faultless "before the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy."
But He is also the Keeper of His people individually. "The
LORD is thy Keeper." He keeps thee, if thou art one of His people.
Thou art not lost in the crowd. Thy name is in the Lamb's book
of life, and thou art the object of the Lord's special love and care.
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He said to Jacob: "Behold, I am with thee and willlooep thee in all
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land;
for I will not leave thee, until 1 have done that which I have spoken
to thee of" (Gen. :xxviii. 15). So He hath said to thee, "I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee." He was with Joseph and kept
him when he was in Potiphar's house, and when he was in the
dungeon. He was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and
kept them when they were in the" burning fiery furnace," and He
was with Daniel, and kept him when he was cast into the den of
lions. In like manner, 0 child of God! He is with thee, and will
keep thee. He is thy Keeper.
Let it be noted further that the Lord is. an almighty Keeper.
In the second verse of our Psalm the Psalmist says: "My help
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth." He is, then,
" the Creator of the ends of the earth." If so, there is no limit to
His power, and it is "the Lord that made heaven and earth" Who
is the Keeper of His people. Rest assured, then, that there is no
danger too great for Him to overcome. Thy Keeper is "able to
keep thee from falling." He is able to deliver thee from all dangers
spiritual and temporal. Nothing is too hard for Him. "Our help is
in the name of the Lord, Who made heaven and earth" (Ps.
c:xxiv. 8). "I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him
against that day." To'quote the words of another, "Jehovah, Who
created all things, is equal to every emergency; heaven and earth
are at the disposal of Him Who made them, therefore let us be wiry
joyful in our infinite Helper. He will sooner destroy heaven and
earth than permit His people to be destroyed, and the perpetual
hills themselves shall bow rather than He shall fail Whose ways
are everlasting. We are bound to look beyond heaven and earth
to Him Who made them both: it is vain to trust the creatures: it
is wise to trust the Creator."
We may now observe that the Lord is the constant Keeper of
His people. A nurse may fall asleep by the side of her patient ;a
sentinel may sleep at his post, but" He that keepeth Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleep." Thus by night and by day, in darkness
as well as in the light, the Lord unceasingly watches, over and keeps
His believing people. "I the Lord do keep it; I will water it
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" As a bird beneath her feathers
Guards the objects of her care,
So the Lord His children gathers,
Spreads His wings and hides them there;
Thus protected,
All their foes they boldly dare! "
All through the coming year, then, dear children of God, the
Lord will be your Keeper. What is said of the Lord's land is true
also of the Lord's people. It is "A land which the LORD thy
God careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy God are always upon
it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year"
(Deut. xi. 12). What a comforting assurance is this!
The LORD careth for His people. He taketh pleasure in them,
and He is ever watching over them to manifest His keeping power
on their behalf. "For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of them
whose heart is perfect toward Him" (2 Chron. xvi. 9).
Is He not, then, the constant and abiding Keeper of His people ~
Moreover, who is he that will harm you, if you are kept by Him?
Your Redeemer says: "My Father, which gave them Me, is greater
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's
hand" (John x. 29).
Finally, observe- that the Lord is One who keeps His people
completely.
He keeps them in all spiritual dangers. "God is faithful, Who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
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with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may b~
able to bear it" (1 Cor. x. 13).
They may sin, but they will not be overwhelmed by it. They
may fall, but notnnally. They may be tempted, but" that wicked
one toucheth them not," so as to do them deadly harm.
The Lord keepeth them in all bodily dangers. It is true that He
sometimes allows such dangers to overtake His people, but how
many are the dangers frJm which He wonderfully protects them!
God had said to Jacob, " I will keep thee in all places whither thou
goest," and many years afterwards Jacob said: "The Angel which
redeemed me from all evil." So our Psalm says: "The LORD
shall preserve (or keep) thee from all evil: He shall preserve thy
soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in
from this time forth, and even for evermore."
Truly, "He preserveth the way of His saints" (Prov. ii. 8). We
need Him to keep us. No wonder, then, that our great High Priest
prayed; "Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom
Thou hast given Me. . . . I pray not that Thou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from
the evil."
Let us call to mind, then, that the LORD Himself is our Keeper,
that He keeps all His people, that He keeps each of His people,
that He keeps them by His Almighty power, that He keeps them
allL'aYs and keeps them completely.

•

" To heaven I lift my waiting eyes,
There all my hopes are laid:
The Lord that built the earth and sk-ies
Is my perpetual aid.
" Their feet shall never slide to fall
Whom He designs to keep;
His ear attends the softest call ;
His eyes can never sleep.
" He will sustain our weakest powers
With His almighty arm,
And watch our most unguarded hours
Against surprising harm.
" Israel, rejoice and r~st secure,
Thy Keeper is the LORD;
His wakeful eyes employ His power
For thine eternal guard.
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" Nor scorching sun, nor sickly moon
Shall have His leave to smite ;
He shields thy head from burning noon,
From blasting damps at night.
" He guards thy soul, He keeps thy breath,
Where thickest dangers come;
Go, and return secure from death,
Till God commands thee home."-WaUs.

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

EXTRACT FROM THE MEMOIRS OF THE LATE
JOSEPH IRONS.
" It is related of the late Rev. J oseph Irons, when in the zenith of his
usefulness and the Lord was richly blessing and owning the preaching
of the Word, that amid bitter opposition of the enemy, and attempt
of cruel foe to silence him and crush his usefulness by the agency of
false professors, he was attended with severe bodily affliction.
, The Lord saw fit to lay His Hand upon me. I was brought low,
but He helped me, for His mercy endureth for ever. I was seized
with typhus fever, which so threatened to terrp.inate my labours,
that the physician who attended me gave up all hopes of my recovery,
and said to my friends as he left the room one evening that he felt it
his painful duty t{) inform them that he thought I could not survive
until the morning, the fever was so very high at that time; upon
hearing which, several young females, who had recently been called
by grace under my ministry, went privately into the chapel, where
they had obtained their second birth, locked themselves in and continued for a considerable period in earnest prayer to God for the restoration of their pastor. Oh, the power of prayer! And such was the
readiness of the Covenant God of Israel to answer their petitions, that
in the morning, when the physician called and expected to find me
gone, he, to his great astonishment, found a change for the better, and
me craving for food. Is anything too hard for the Lord ~ My
time was not yet come.' This narrative presents to our view two
important features worthy of record-the affection of the people and
the power of prayer. God, having blessed the word to the converBion
of their souls, they loved the instrument for his work's sake; and
while the Lord poured .upon them the spirit of prayer, how ready
was He to answer their petitions-the prayers of the righteous avail
much. What encouragement does tIns afford to the Lord's tried and
tempted people unlier all their afflictions, to attend to the direction
given in His Holy Word, ' Cast thy burden on the Lord, and He shall
sustain thee; , He will never say unto the seeking seed of Jacob, Seek
ye My Face in vain. And how gratifying to his flock, especially to
those who had fled to the Lord in prayer, to find their dear pastor
restored in due time to them, and enabled to perform that which was
required at his hands! "

The Gospel Magazine

lIJilgrtm

9

~apns.

WELLSPRINGS.
" But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short season in presence,
not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with
great desire. Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul,
once and again .. but Satan hindered us."-1 THESS. ii. 17, 18.
But Satan hindered us! What a large subject these words open up,
covering the whole Gospel field; for assuredly where Jesus is, thereis
the arch-enemy; where His Gospel is preached, there is the devil
ready to pluck up and destroy. And each individual believer finds,
as did the "great Apostle Paul, a law in his members, sin in him, a
deadly warfare, a consta,nt conflict, a daily need of taking unto
himself the whole armour of God, that he " may be able to withstand
~he fiery darts of the wicked one."
" The good thatI would I do not: but the evil which I would not,
that I do," cried the Apostle Paul. The more we are brought to hate
sin and love Jesus, the closer does Satan advance in his attacks; the
more we are in prayer, the more will he try to hinder by every conceivable deception and interference our coming to Jesus' feet., Beloved,
may we saek much grace to be on our guard, so that we be " not ignorant
of his devices."
Let us glance back for a moment to the circumstances in which the
Apostle wrote the words of our text. He, the Apostle of the Gentiles,
had his Thessalonian brethren much on his heart. They were very
dear unto him. They were his joy and crown of rejoicing, for he writes,
" We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you
in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and
labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the
sight of God and our Father." Their faith, and love, and patience,
were in lively exercise. There was doubtless much "fruit unto
holiness." Their calling and election were evidenced by their holy lives,
so that they" were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and
Achaia. For from you sounded out the word of the Lord, not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to Godward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak anything."
Their posture was that blessed one of "waiting for His Son from
heaven." The Gospel preached by the Apostle found a ready
entrance unto them and was not in vain. Consequently their love to
Paul, as his to them, was deep and real, as indeed it always must be in
those who receive the word from anyone of the Lord'E; sent ambassadors.
So Paul says, "Ye were dear unto us," and he longed to take
another journey to visit them, but he was hindered by Satan.
He was silenced, forbidden to speak in the name of the Lord
Jesus. He' was "taken from them for a short time in presence,
not in heart," for he had them in his heart alway, since they
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were his glory and his joy. But when he would have come unto them
" once and again," Satan hindered him! Opposition arose, Paul's
efiorts were frustrated, and for a while the enemy seemingly triumphed.
It was so in our Lord's time. Turn for a moment to Luke ix. 42.
Jesus had been on the Mount of Transfiguration, where the glory-cl~ud
had overshadowed Him and the Father's voice had declared, "This is
My beloved Son: hear Him." And on the" next day, when they
were come down from the hill, much people met Him. And,'behold,
a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech Thee, look
upon my son; for he is mine only child. And, 10, a spirit taketh him,
and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again,
and bruising him, hardly departeth from him.' And I besought Thy
disciples to cast him out; and they could not. And Jesus answering
said, 0 faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you,
and sufier you ~ Bring thy son hither." Now mark the next verse,
dear reader. "And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down,
and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the
child, and delivered him again to his father." It was even after Jesus
had commanded the father to bring hither his child, that the devil
threw him down and tare him. Satan is always endeavouring to overthrow Christ's kingdom. When Jesus is present to bless, Satan is
near to curse and to take away the blessing. Not that he can really
take it away, but he can for a time rob the Lord's dear child of the
sensible enjoyment of it. When the soul is applying to Jesus for
pardon and healing and cleansing, the great adversary tries to get
between the coming sinner and the Advocate with the Father. Hence
the need, Divinely given, to, above all, take" the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked." And
we have Jesus Himself as the Example of what we should do. He
used" the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God," to the confounding of Satan. In His temptation in the wilderness He answered
the devil each time by words taken from the Old Testament, from
those Scriptures which cannot be broken. And the result was the utter
silencing and confusion of Satan. So it will be, sooner or later,
in the experience of every child of God. "Then the devilleaveth Him
for a season, and angels came and ministered unto Him." Depend
upon it, beloved reader, Satan's hour is but brief. The contest is sharp,
and the soul's battle with the enemy seems sometimes to be against
fearful odds, but though he roar he is chained, though he harass he
cannot destroy. Jesus" must reign, until He hath put all enemies
under His feet."
.
From the passage under our consideration we learn that when Paul
could no longer forbear, he sent Timotheus, his "brother and minister
of God, and fellow-labourer in the Gospel of Christ" to enquire after his
Thessalonian brethren: "t6 establish you and to comfort you concerning your faith." And what a good report Timotheus was able to
give him! "Now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and
brought us good tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have
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good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also
to see you: therefore, brethren, we were· comforted over you in all
our affliction and distress by your faith: for now we live, if ye stand
fast in the Lord. For what thanks can we render to God again for
you for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God ~ "
So we see that whilst Satan hindered Paul from going to see his
beloved Thessalonian brethren, God's work among them was not
hindered. If it was not furthered by His dear servant's presence, it
was likewise not hindered by his absence. "Omnipotence hath
servants everywhere;" and if He so choose, He can work without an
instrument. Almost invariably He chooses the meanest and feeblest
as His instruments.
" God's design in it," wrote R. Erskine, "is to show His wisdom
and power. How He can advance His work by the stops in the way
of it; enrich His people by impoverishing them; enlarge them by
imprisoning them, and give them meat out of the eater and sweet out
of the strong."
,
Look at the wonderful history of Moses. Was it not a seeming
triumph for the enemy when, at the time of his birth, the edict went
forth from the heathen monarch that all the male children should be
slain ~ Yet this babe was hidden; brought up by the heathen
monarch's own daughter as her own child; nurtured in the palace and
thus preserved for the Divine purpose and plan, to be pres~ntly sent
forth as Israel's leader through the wilderness, Jehovah's prophet and
servant.
Again, let us glance at the history of Joseph. He must be envied of
his brethren, sold into Egypt by them, cast into a filthy cell by Potiphar,
and for a while remain there until "the iron entered into his soul."
How the enemy seemingly triumphed! But the glorious issue was
God's exaltation" in due season" of His much-tried servant to great
promotion and honour-the saving of thousands of lives from fainine.
"Man proposes, God disposes," is a true saying. Satan hinders: God
works on prosperously. All seQms to us so complex, so dark, so hopeless, while Satan is using his power; but our God meanwhile rides on
in all the unhurried majesty of omnipotence! No wonder Joseph was
" afterward" inspired to say, "As for you, ye thought evil against
me, but God meant it unto good, as it is this day, to save much people
alive." How often does the writer gratefully recall a trite saying of
her beloved pastor when he was speaking on one occasion of Jacob's
complaint, "all these things are against me" :-" Had Jacob really
known how his God was working for his ultimate good, he would rather
have said, All these things are for me."
We may not stay to enlarge in this brief paper upon the many
instances in Old Testament Scripture in which" God turned the curse
into a blessing," and by His Divine alchemy made the all things, witll
no exception, work together for good. Our God always has His latter
ends, and they are blessed ones. Israel of old proved it so. " Who
fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not,
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that He might humble thee, and that He might prove thee, to do
thee good at thy latter end" (Deut. viii. 16). And Job's God it was
Who blessed His dear, much-tried servant in his "latter end more
than his beginning" (Job xlii. 12). He had His eye upon that end all
the time. "Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end
should greatly increase " (viii. 7). And His promise to Israel's
spiritual seed stands proven in their happy experience: "And I will
settle you after your old estates, and will do better unto you than at
your beginnings; and ye shall know that I am the Lord" (Ezek. xxxvi.
11).

Beloved reader, let us seek much the grace that waits to see " the
e d of the Lord," when we shall prove how" the Lord is very pitiful
and of tender mercy." Let us wait, I say, whilst we meanwhile count
His word to be true, though death may seem as if written upon the
promise, and His child may be walking in darkness with no light.
We shall presently prove how" all the ways of the Lord are right,
and the just shall walk in them," and, "who wait., for Thy sal-vation,
Lord, shall Thy salvation see." We shall see presently, how our
God finally, effectually, wholly, and victoriously triumphs over
Satan.
When Herod, Pilate, Jew, and Gentile, prompted by Satan, concluded
they had done the final deed-the worst, the blackest deed
hell ever 'conceived-in crucifying the Lamb of God on Calvary,
what says,the Scripture ~ It was the moment of Satan's power truly,
but it was also the supreme moment when God showed forth His
power and "raised Him from the dead." Says the Apostle Peter:
" Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death; because it
was not possible that He should be holden of it." And had not Jesus
truly said, " Thou couldst have no power at all, except it were given
thee from above": "Thinkest thou not that I can presently [immediately] ask the Father, and He shall give Me twelve legions of angels ~ "
He was" delivered" unto the enemy" by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God."
What was the outcome of the persecution which followed on the
martyrdom of the Lord's dear servant, Stephen ~ Did not that seem
a dark day for the primitive Church, and the hour of Satan's triumph
in silencing the Lord's faithful witness ~ The apostles" went everywhere preaching the word." And when Philip arrived in Samaria
" and preached Christ unto them, the people with one accord gave
heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the
miracles which he did . . . and there was great joy in that city."
Can Satan, then, be said to really "hinder" ~ Only as speaking
after the manner of men. For the will of the Lord is sovereign and
supreme; "I will work, and who shall let it ~ " saith the Lord. Paul's
desire to go unto the Thessalonians was frustrated, and, as he told them,
by Satan. The Lord did not permit it, and for a time it seemed as
though Satan triumphed. Yet the Lord had control over all circumstances, and behind the seeming frowning Providence, "He held a
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smiling face,'" 'whilst He watched over the ripening of His
purposes, the end of which was love to His saints and glory to His own
name. When" a great door and effectual" was open before the
same apostle, he wTote to his Corinthian brethren, " and there aremany
adversaries." Such is undoubtedly ever the case where the Lord's
work is being carried on. Satan is wily enough to present himself
when the sons of God go up for worship. We do not wait long enough,
beloved, nor prayerfully enough, nor patiently enough, when we see
these adverse clouds and stormy waves. Our" little faith" grows
worn and weary and cast down when we trace not our Lord at work
victoriously in the present. But when we shall see the other side of
the now darkened cloud, we shall fall prostrate and adore, and say,
" all thy ways are just and right, thou King of saints! "
What an adverse circumstance that seemed which thrust the great
Apostle of the Gentiles into prison at Rome. But was it not the purpose
of God, Who is " too wise to err," that he should meet with a runaway
slave and preach the everlasting Gospel to the saving of the soul?
Thus Onesimus went forth as a brother and son beloved in the faith!
It was worth while being "bound with this chain for the Hope of
Israel," was it not? "But I would ye should understand, brethren,
that the things which have happened unto me, have fallen out rather
unto the furtherance of the Gospel; so that my bonds in Christ ,are
manifest in all the palace and in all other places. And many of the
brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more
bold to speak the word without fear" (Phi!. i. 12, 13). And, humanly
speaking, where were the sublime and all but inspired letters of the
saintly Samuel Rutherford, but for that prison-cell in Aberdeen, where
he and his Lord " held tryst"? Where were the immortal allegory of
Bunyan had he not been confined to a solitary prison life for none other
"sin" than preaching the Gospel? "There are many devices in a man's
heart, nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." Thus
far Satan may go, but no farther. "Touch not his life" was the
Divine decree concerning the Lord's dear servant Job. So near might
he draw to Joshua also to resist him, but then had the Lord's" rebuke"
Who saved His " brand from the burning."
These things are for our learning, and that we may not be ignorant
of Satan's devices. God's children must alwavs be on their watch-tower,.
nor must they expect to be able to put off t.he armour, nor " quit the
field." Satan ever lurks. He may come in various guises. He is
called the wicked one, Satan, and the devil, thus showing his varied
character and his hellish designs. May we seek much grace to be
always watching unto prayer, and nave on " the whole armour of God."
It needs the Divine alchemy-which turns bitter to sweet, and
seeming ill to good, which causes light to shine out of darkness,
and life to spring out of death-to make that straight which is to us so
crooked, to level mountains into a plain, to make smooth that which
is so rough, to cause" a great calm" over our troubled, stormy waters,
and to heal that which is wounded. What shall we say to these things,
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beloved 1 Lo, these are parts of His ways, for the Lord has His way
in the whirlwind and in the storm, and He stays the rough wind in the
day of His east wind, and makes the very clouds but the dust of His
feet. Satan may be lifted up now, but his day is short, his triumph
short-lived. He harasses though he cannot condemn. He may make
many hindrances, but the Lord abides. "The righteous shall hold on
his way"; "He will keep the feet of His saints; the wicked shall be
ililent in darkness, for by strength shall no man prevail." Oh, beloved
reader, may you be so sheltered in your Refuge, that despite all your
distresses you may not be " greatly moved." "Satan may rage, but
he cannot reign," was the remark once made by an eminent servant of
God to a dear relative of the writer's, a remark used of God to her
release from Satan's insinuating doubts.
Jesus shall reign
victoriously, and little "Gad," though now oft overcome by "a
troop, shall overcome at the last," in the all-conquering, all-prevailing
Head. "According to their deeds, accordingly He will repay, fury
to His adversaries, recompense to His enemies; to the islands He will
repay recompense. So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the
west, and His glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him."
The little tempest-tossed bark, now lifted up on the crest of the wave,
and now well-nigh overwhelmed in its trough, is grace-sustained, and
shall" ride every storm and live at last."
" Let friend and foes and death assail,
And inbred traitors move;
In Jesus' strength I shall prevail,
And more than conqueror prove.
" Yes, I shall stand, and conquer too,
Though earth and hell oppose ;
My Captain's arm shall bring me through,
And conquer all my foes.
"Yes, I shall be with vict'ry crowned,
Through Jesus' precious blood,
And make His precious Name resound
Before the throne of God.
"Yes, I shall more than conqu'ror be,
And heavenly glory gain,
Th' almighty Jesus fights for me,
And with Him I shall reign.
" And shall I ever yield to fear 1
From conflict e'er withdraw?
Forbid it, Lord! Be ever near,
Support me through the war."
R.
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"ALWAYS BEFORE ME."
ALTHOUGH the Psalm from which these words are taken, Ps. xvi. 8,
is undoubtedly a Messianic Psalm, being so explained in Acts ii., yet we
may use the words with regard to ourselves, 'for we are exhorted to be
"followers," or literally, imitators, "of God, as dear children" (Eph.
v. 1). And Jesus Himllelf said, "If any man serve Me, let him follow
Me" (John xii. 26). So we may, as His children, take up the prophetic
language of the Psalmist and say continually, not only during the new
year just dawning upon us, but all through the days of our life, "I
have set the Lord always before me."
It is the five words, "the Lord always before me," upon which I wish
by the Holy Spirit's aid to dwell. May we have them constantly in
view, then we shall always be guided, always be strengthened, always
be comf,orted. They will smooth life's journey home as we
"Wrestle on towards Heaven
'Gainst wind, and storm, and tide."
In these sad, hand-in-hand-with-the-world days, when there is so
much asking, "Is there any harm in this ? " how good it is to see
the Lord in front, and to know intuitively that the" no harm" policy
is not His way for His child to walk in. The Zionward road is not a
negative, colourless path, but has a definite end and aim, and that aim
is His glory and honour. His Form is there, but the world sees Him
not, neither knows Him, and will sneer at the believer's fidelity. Satan
will tempt, and smile, and urge; but notice, dear reader, the" because"
which follows the" always before me." "Because He is at my right
hand"-the strong hand, the hand of action-" I shall not be moved,"
not drawn astray. Thus we are" strong in the Lord of Hosts, and in
His mighty power," and become in Him "more than conquerors."
The Lord Jesus Himself overcame, and we in Him shall overcome too.
It is very blessed to have the Lord always before us. For He is our
Love and our Life, the joy of all that concerns us. He is all and in all.
Is it not sweet to have a loved and loving object always in sight?
Earthly loves are very precious, but when He, the Beloved, is ever in
view, how it enhances every joy and wards off every danger and
encourages every effort. Nothing and no one on earth can be compared
to His love and Himself.
" For ah! the Master is so fair,
His smile is sweet to banished men,
That they who meet it unaware
Can never rest on earth again."
All that is good and desirable on earth is only so when in Him.
" Always before me " and " at my right hand," how then can I fall ?
"Before," to protect as an advance guard, and to lead as a guide;
" at my right hand," to hold me up and I shall be safe, and to strengthen
me in all my actions. Note the beautiful allusions in the prophecy
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of Isaiah to the right hand. First in Isa. xli. 10: "Fear thou
not; for I am wiih thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness." My righteousness! What
a world of enlightening Covenant love and power in those words!
The right hand, the strength of My righteousness. No failure of help,
nor of power, nor of upholding, when the right hand of His right~ousness
intervenes. Not thy righteousness, dear feeble child of God. Thou
art sustained and kept for ever by the right hand of His righteousness.
Note further on in the same chapter, verse 13, how the Lord graciously
reassures again in the words, " I the Lord thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee." What an added
sweetness the contemplation of His right hand and thy right hand gives.
His right hand upholds and holds; holds with a firm grip and tender
clasp thy right hand, saying-oh! how infinitely comforting the gentle
words-" Fear not, I will help thee." It is not the silent, matter-of-fact
grasp that merely holds safely without a reassuring word, when one
might fancy it was action against the will, but along with the tender
strong. holding are the loving whispers as to a timid child, "Fear not;
I will help thee." Who could dread anything in such keeping? And
yet, how often we grieve His love, trusting only when we can trace,
shrinking from the unknown, although He is constantly sweetly
whispering, " Fear not, fear not, I will, I will help thee."
And He goes on to say in the next verse, "Fear not, thou worm
Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord." "Thou
worm Jacob"; "worm," the emblem of feebleness, crawling on the
earth, liable to be crushed under the foot of man; and" Jacob," the
na;me of the old, nature. Yet," fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye
men of Israel." "Israel," the new name which the Lord gave His
prevailing servant; the spiritual name. "Ye men," the designation
of fearless power. The marginal reading is, I think, so pathetic,
" few men." Yes, there are so few fearless men of Israel, and so many
types of the worm J acob, feeble, and creeping on the earth, burrowing
in the earth, exposed to danger, and scorn, and cruelty. Yet," fear
not, thou worm J acob, and ye few men of Israel; I will help thee,
saith the Lord"; and not only" the Lord" but also" thy Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel.:,
Notice, too, the language of Isa. xlii. 6, addressed to Christ: "I the
Lord have called thee in righteousness, and ,vill hold thine hand,
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light
of the Gentiles." Christ called i~ righteousness, righteousness all His
own; held, and kept, and given for a covenant and for a light of the
Gentiles. We who are not of the natural seed' of Israel take comfort
from this, "a light of the Gentiles," or, as it is expressed inSt. Luke
ii. 32, " A light to lighten the Gentiles." For we are partakers with
spiritual Israel of the covenant blessings in Christ Jesus. And what
did that calling, and holding, and keeping, and giving cost?
Even His life, His precious blood. Yet He did not shrink, He did not
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falter, but for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God, that His covenant-redeeJ;Iled, purchased people might enter
into and share His joy and abide in it for ever.
Now to return to our original subject: "The Lord always before
me ; " always before me. May we ever keep this in memory in all our
dealings, in all our words, and in all our thoughts-His glory first,
in front of all. His glory the end and aim of all. And when we come
to the parting from earth, to the gate of glory, then" He goeth before,"
He will then be manifestly before us, dividing the waters, leading and
still holding. "When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee." Yes, and on the other side He will be still before us, with
loving greeting and sweet surprises on all sides.
Let us look at it, dear reader, as a personal matter. "The Lord
always before me." Do not let us look always upon His cheering
assurances in the aggregate. In earthly concerns, are we satisfied to
have things so ~ For instance, would it be enough if we stood in
a crowd and the rest of the crowd saw the king ~ But if we personally
saw him, we should be quite satisfied. So with the Lord our King.
"Thou art my King, 0 God" (Ps. xliv. 4) ; "Hearken unto the voice
of my cry, my King and my God (Ps. v. 2); "My King and my God"
(Ps. lxxxiv. 3); "They have seen Thy goings, 0 God; even the goings
of my God, my King, in the sanctuary" (Ps. Ixviii. 24). The precious
promise which has so often cheered our pilgrim pathway is again the
old sweet story: "The Lord, He it is that doth go before thee; He
will be with thee, He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee'; fear not,
neither be dismayed" (Deut. xxxi. 8). The year 1911 lies before us as a
new, untrodden way, but" God is my King of old," the same God, loved
and well known, "working salvation in the midst of the earth" (Ps.
lxxiv. 12). He is "before"; He sees all 1911 mapped out before
Him, and" none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest
Thou ~" And this God is your God and my God. He sees each
believer; you, dear reader, and me, and has planned all for us. We
simply have to follow His own wise and gracious leading.

1

" He who reads
The secrets of the heart, He only knows
The way for each, which to the City goes,
. And never foot shall tread it, save the one
For whom He marked it out."
You cannot tread my path and I cannot tread yours. Each has
a specially marked-out way to the Happy City, marked by the Hand
of love. To further quote the same sweet writer :" 'Tis no chance arrow that I meet to-day,
The sharp, the sudden trials of the way
Come with a purpose, beyond mortal ken,
From Him Who weighs the thoughts, the hearts of men,
2
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And knows what each can bear of joy, of sorrow;
How that which heals to-day might hurt to-morrow;
He changes oft the pasture as He guides:
But why are we so fearful? HE abides."

So, "the Lord always before me," we may, each of us, upheld by
the right hand of His righteousness, well look up-" looking unto
Jesus "-and not be afraid. Let us meditate upon this" always
before me." As Guide, as Protector, as Sympathiser, as Healer, as
every precious character embodied in His dear Person, and we shall
be blessed indeed.
Then notice His sweet assurance: "My vineyard, which is Mine,
is before Me" (Song of Sol. viii. 12). My vineyard, the vine of My
planting, pruning, training, gathering. And not content with using
the one tender possessive word, He emphasizes and repeats" which
1".8 Mine." Yes, He bought it with His life-blood, He redeemed it,
and it is to Him a most treasured possession. It is before Him, in
His view, and He loves to behold it. "My vineyard which is Mine is
before Me " ; in His heart and in His glory. He watches it constantly
and untiringly, never even for a moment relaxing His care. "I will
water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."
It is kept with unslumbering eyes of love and with the right hand of
power. Ere long His vineyard will be removed above, to be ever in
His joy and in His sight; and He will ever be in our sight, in the
sight of our tearless eyes and unsinning, unsuffering hearts. "What
will it be to be there? "
The saintly Rutherford wrote, "I wonder many times that ever
the children of God should have a sad heart considering what their Lord
is preparing for them." And we may well echo his wonder. "Before
them" and they "before Him" in the "many mansions" of love;
like Him, and seeing Him as He is. What a prospect! What a sure
prospect! For
"The love that has failed us never
Will follow us all the way."
All the way: through the wilderness journey right into the fulness
of joy with Him, where He is for evermore. Here, He always" before
me" and I always" before Him." There, I always with Him in the
undimmed radiance where He Himself is the light, and the temple,
and the glory, and the exceeding joy.
NETTlE.

THERE is a godly sorrow which leads a man to life; and this sorrow
is wrought in a man by the Spirit of God, and in the heart of the godly,
that he mourns for sin because it has displeased God, Who is so dear
and so sweet a Father to him. And suppose he had neither a heaven
to lose nor a hell to gain, yet he is sad and sorrowful in heart because
he has grieved God.-John Welsh.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MR. HENRY MILLER.
DEEP is the regret wherewith we record the recent death of MR. HENRY
MILLER, the honoured and indefatigable SECRETARY of the Church
Association.
The decease of our friend took place in a London nursing-home,
which he had recently entered in the prospect of undergoing a surgical
operation of much gravity-the second to which he had patiently
submitted within the last eighteen months. MR. MILLER was actively
engaged in his important duties up to quite the last, undaunted by the
condition of his health. He appears to have had a strong apprehension
that the result might be of a very serious nature, and entrusted himself
resignedly to his heavenly FATHER'S hands, writing to one only a few
hours before the final operation as follows: "Good-bye, dear friend.
To-morrow at this time, I shan't be quite so comfortable as I am now,
but the LORD knows what is best, and all my ways I have committed to
HIM." The ordeal was thus resignedly met, and it proved to be the
Divine will to remove his gentle spirit from our midst, and to give him
rest after his anxious and long-continued labours on earth. At the
age of 63, and after some 45 years of patient and persevering service in
connection with the Church Association, he ended his course.
He was the worthy son of Mr. James Miller, the well-known Secretary
of the Protestant Reformation Society, and as a youth was identified
with the earliest years of the Church Association, founded by. Canon
Blakeney and supported by other eminent Evangelical worthies,
among whom were Bishop Ryle, Dean Close, Dean Goode, Dean
McNeile, Prebendaries Bardsley, Edward Garbett, J. R. Miller, George
Fox of Durham, and many others. Some eighteen months ago, on his'
recovery from a long illness, he was the recipient of a well deserved
presentation consisting of a cheque for £1,113, and other gifts, as a
token of the affectionate regard in which he was held by a very wide
circle of friends, and in grateful recognition of his eminent services to
Protestantism. MR. MILLER so recently as in November last attended
the Norwich Conference of the Church Association, and was devotedly
engaged in his MASTER'S work up to the latest moment.
The following brief sketch of the funeral of our deceased friend
appeared in the English Churchman, an organ towards which it was
commonly known Mr. MILLER entertained a warm regard :" By the desire of the late Mr. HENRY MILLER'S family, believing
that it was in accordance with what the greatly lamented and much
beloved Secretary of the Church Association would himself have wished,
the funeral, which took place on Saturday morning, was not of a public
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character. A very large number of magnificent wreaths were sentso many that they not only covered the coffin, but also completely
filled two open broughams. Only the immediate male relatives followed
to the beautifully situated Putney Vale Cemetery, where the whole of
the service was taken, but in the little Cemetery Chapel and at the
graveside, notwithstanding the very inclement weather, there was a
very large attendance of Protestant friends and representatives. The
officiating clergy were the Revs. Aylmer Rouse, W. R. Mowll, and
T. H. Sparshott. The Church Association was represented by Captain
A. W. Cobham, J.P., Chairman, Mr. E. Darbyshire, Vice-Chairman,
and the Rev. J. B. Barraclough, the Rev. R. A. Bullen, Colonel Alves,
Messrs.B. Nicholson, G. G. Coulter, H. V. Hedderly, and Mr. J. Roper,
members of the Council; Mr. J. H. Milton, Solicitor to the Association;
the Rev. H. B. Bisshopp, the Rev. E. G. Bowring, Messrs. J. Bluett
Duncan, G. Hopkins, J. Courroux, J. W. Stuttle, J. H. Fullerton,
B. Whitehead, Mrs. Bowring, Mrs. Courroux, Miss Bluett, Mrs.
Sparshott, Messrs. J. T. Tomlinson, R. S. Clough, W. P. Upton,
J. W. D. Barron, W. Fraser, P. White, Mr. J. Denman, and all the
members of the office staff. Also the following representatives:
Mr. W. Guy Johnson (the National Church League), the Re,. W.
Sinden and Mr. D. Catt (the Calvinistic Protestant Union), the Rev. Dr.
Peake (Lord's Day Observance Society), the Rev. A. Roger (National
Protestant Federation), Mr. H. Fowler, Mr. D. S. Hyslop, Mr. C. W.
Brabner, and Mr. W. Carnes (Protestant Alliance), Mr. W. A. Limbrick
(Protestant Reformation Society), Mr. J. A. Kensit (Protestant Truth
Society), the Rev. Dr. Bullinger and the Rev. F. C. Lovely (Trinitarian
Bible Society), and Miss Boorne (Women's Protestant Union). The
Prayers were read by the Rev. T. H. Sparshott, the Psalm by the Rev.
Aylmer Rouse, and the Epistle by the Rev. W. R. Mowll, who also
addressed a few fitting words to the assembled mourners. He said:
, We are met here to-day to pay our last tribute of respect and regard to
the memory of one whose homegoing is not only a personal, but an
irreparable and national loss. HENRY MILLER filled a position which
was unique, and discharged its difficult duties with consummate wisdom
and ability. Courteous in his dealings with opponents, accurate in his.
statements, he merited the respect of all those who differed from him.
His kindness and consideration for his co-workers will never be forgotten, and his marvellous gift of organization was unsurpassed. A
devoted husband and a true father, he will be deeply mourned by those
whom he has left behind, and our hearts go forth in earnest prayer
to-day that the God of all comfort may solace and sustain the members.
of his family. HENRY MILLER was every inch of him a man; calm
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and confident in the midst of turmoil and strife, he exercised an influencefor good which was felt far and near. To know him was to
esteem and love him. His faith in his Saviour was clear and decided,
and in tIlls hour of our sorrow we must endeavour to dwell on the rest
and peace he is now enjoying in the presence of his Saviour. Possessing
his personal friendship for many years, I know what he would wish me
to ask on this solemn occasion: Are we Protestant only in name or in
faith and practice ~ Are we resting for the salvation of our soul only
on the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ ~ Do we say from the
depths of our heart
Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thyself I cling ~
Soon others will be standing around our coffin. How soon none of us
know. Are we ready ~ May God grant that each of us may so
definitely trust the Lord Jesus Christ that we meet our friend in the
eternal home.'"
THE

EDITOR.

" WHO WAS RICH, YET FOR OUR SAKES BECAME POOR."
HE cometh! He cometh!
The Lord from His Throne,
The Heavens are rending
For Him Who comes down.
Th' Eternal has opened
His eyes in a stall,
For He lies in a manger
An infant so small !
He cometh! He cometh !
The Lord of all might,
In the lap of a virgin
He resteth this lllght !
Oh, marvellous mystery!
Oh, infinite love!
This slumbering Infant
Is God from above !
He cometh! He cometh !
To give back our loss,
To grow up and suffer
For us on the cross.
He came to the manger,
So poor and so lone,
To give us poor sinners
A place on His Throne!
F. BICKFORD

HEARD.
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"CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL."

" Redeemed . .. with the precious blood of Ohrist." -1

PETER

i. 18, 19.

John xix. 23, 24, Rev. i. 13, and Rev. xix. 13, side by side,
we find an unrent "coat," an all-covering" garment," and a blooddipped "vesture." There is a grand and glorious truth underlying
these three words. But, as is often needful in our study of Scripture,
we must first go back as far as Genesis. In Gen. ill. we have the account
of our first parents making useless efforts to hide their nakedness
and to cover themselves with their own inventions. They sought
to supply a sufficient veil. It was profitless. For the Lord saw
through their flimsy" fig-leaves." He only could provide an efficient
robe. Compare verses 7 and 21. "They sewed fig-leaves together
and made themselves aprons:" "Unto Adam also, and to his wife, did
the Lord God make coats of skins and clothed them." They tried
and failed, He succeeded perfectly. But there is vastly more than
this beneath the surface of ver. 21. Here we have the first intimation
of death recorded in the Word of God, substitution, or the innocent
suffering for the guilty, and the first shedding of blood as the immediate necessary result of sin. "Without shedding of blood is no
remission." Sin, as well as causing spiritual death, "as closely
followed by physical death. Through Adam and Eve, " sin passed
upon all men, and death by sin." Thus directly after the first committal of sin, animal life was taken and animal blood "as shed to
obtain these" coats of skins." Surely in this they saw the Saviour's
blood-shedding typified, and recognized the symbol. J ehovah slew the
sacrifice Himself, even as later Jesus "yielded up the ghost" Himself.
Man is as foolish to-day as then. He comes to a holy, omniscient
God, "all . . . unclean," yet wrapped in his own "filthy rags" of
" righteousness" (Isa. lxiv. 6), and thinks to justify himself. Mark
that this word "righteousness" is in the plural. We may heap on
our own good deeds, we may envelop ourselves, as did Adam and Eve,
with our clever inventions, we may endeavour to hide our sinful deformities ; but all to no purpose. " The Lord God" can see through and
beyond all this. Man is helplessly, wholly, and absolutely depraved,
and there is only one thing through which the righteous Judge refuses
to see our defilement. That one thing is the blood of " the Lamb
slain." He could see, but He will not, through that blood. Why?
Because" God will provide Himself "-His very own self-to bear
our sins. Yes, He "Himself" provided and produced" the CGats of
skins." Therefore He accepts His own choice. He looks not at us, but
on His own Son's blood, and sees us adorned with Christ's righteousness.
How beautifully Zech. iii. 3, 4, describes the Spirit dealing with, and
working in and for, the child of God. We see Him substituting the
" change of raiment" for the" filthy garments" of nature's providing.
Let us turn now to the" garments" of John xix. 23, 24. The perfected, complete Church is typified in "the coat (which) was without
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seam, woven from the top throughout." It began at "the top."
Jesus Christ is the Read through which the whole body is nourished
and dealt with. For God "gave Rim to be Read over all things to
the Church, which is His body, the fulness of Rim that filleth all in
all" (Eph. i. 22, 23). And it is "woven from the top throughout."
The work is commenced, carried on, and completed by Christ alone
"throughout." As in the natural body the senses are centred in the
head, so are they in the spiritual body. Spiritual hearing, spiritual
eyesight, spiritual food, spiritual life, spiritual feeling, all descend to us
from Christ our Read. Man cannot supply them, Nature cannot
produce them, and Satan cannot invent them. All grace must and
does come "from the top throughout," simply from Jesus alone.
The soldiers themselves said about this seamless" coat," "Let us not
rend it." Even they, by their words and actions, unconsciously
carried out (v. 36), "a bone of Rim shall not be broken." For though
this prophecy doubtless referred partly to His physical body, it typified
the far deeper meaning as applied to His spiritual body. The Church
which He has redeemed shall be effectually preserved, and shall never
be " broken" nor marred by a rent.
Again, this "coat" is all-covering. Not only is it "woven from
the top," it also extends right down to the feet. In Rev. i. 13 we
read of " One like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down
to the foot." This seamless" garment" of His all-atoning righteousness flows over and is amply sufficient to cover every separate member
forming the whole body. It goes down to the very" foot." The
expression implies that the feet were hidden by it. Be it so. For
'assuredly it is so. The meanest, weakest member of His body, the
most insignificant and incapable one, is equally hidden, equally covered,
equally safe with the rest behind that blood-dipped "vesture." It
is placed between every believer and his God. He sees us through
that, and is satisfied with His Son's substitution. But we must not
overlook the personal application in Isa. lxi. 10. The preciousness is
in the appropriation to ourselves of this" robe." "He hath clothed
me with the garment of salvation; Re hath covered me with the robe
of righteousness." Dear reader, can you say this ~ If so, it is well
with you. If not, it is not well. Will you not ask to be " covered " ~
Again, "a bone of Him shall not be broken." So no bone shall
suffer fracture in the whole Church which forms His body. Notice
that no broken "bones" are mentioned in Ezekiel xxxvii. "Very
many," and" very dry," in fact" the valley . . . was full of bones,"
but evidently none were "broken." For they" came together, bone
to his bone," " an exceeding great army." Every individual member
of His Church shall be presented whole to Ris Father, to complete His
perfect and perfected body, and to finish the transaction between Him
and His Father. When our bodies, which Jesus has purchased with
His own blood but not yet received, are raised in resurrection radiancy,
the debt of redemption will be paid in full. As yet He has redeemed,
but not received them. They are His by purchase but not by full
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possession, "until the redemption of the purchased possession"
(Eph. i. 14). And" our bones "-this at present incomplete" body"
lie scattered at the grave's mouth." Not deeply buried and far off
out of sight and out of reach, but close to hand, "at the grave's mouth."
They are "waiting for . . . the redemption of the body" (Rom.
viii. 2, 3). and are ready for resurrection.
_H

"Dear, dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till· all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more.
" Ere since, by faith, I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.
" Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
I'll sing Thy power to save,
When this poor, lisping, stam'ring tongue
Arises from the grave."
Bl'ixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

THE UNCHANGEABLE GOD.
GOD'S unchangeableness is a ground of Christian submission. "But
Thou art the same, and Thy years have no end" (Ps. Cll. 27). "But
Thou art the same "-it is a blessed" but." It comes in with a notwithstanding to all changes, not only which have been, but which
may be. My health weakened, my days shortened; alas! what is
this ~These heavens themselves shall perish, they shall wax old like
a garment, but Thou, Lord, shalt endure. Thou shalt stand eternally
-the same. The Rock of Ages is a sure dwelling-place. The believer's
portion in God is perpetual and everlasting. No change in Him, nor
the least shadow of it. "I am that I am," says God in all the revolutions of time and distress of nature, when it shall be convulsed and
wrecked, and the whole frame of it crumbled into nothing. He is
and will be the same. What a stable foundation of comfort is here !
What a prop for hope! What a blessed argument for submission! . . .
Once a Father, faith will say, and ever a Father. Once a Friend, and
ever so. My God, my Jesus, my Portion, changes not. His carriage
may alter-His heart cannot. His expression may vary, but not His
affection. Everlasting love makes sure work; it reaches through all
dispensations. God has spoken peace, and He will never unsay it. I
may lose my comfort, but not my interest. He has laid the foundation
of it in His everlasting love, purpose, promise, and covenant.-HILL'S
" It is well."
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AN IMMOVABLE PORTION.
" THAT those things which cannot be shaken may remain." That is
the Divine reason given with the promise to once more shake the
heaven and the earth and to remove the things that are shaken
(Heb. xii. 26, 27). And do not the children of God find in the end of
every trial, in the afterward of every chastening, and as the fruit of every
spiritual lesson, that the same purpose of mercy has been before the
mind of God ~ Speaking of nations, He says, "I will overturn, overturn, overturn, till He come Whose right it is to reign"; and when He
takes from His children what they prize, or impoverishes them in what
they thought was theirs in spiritual things, it is that they may learn
to say what comes not easily at all times-" Bttt Thou remainest,"
«more precious than much fine gold," "the Chiefest among ten
thousand," the All of salvation. He watches the tumults of nations,
and tells His family not to fear, but rather to look up. To each
member, who feels with Jeremiah as if He would bring him "to
nothing," His promise is, " The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the
covenant of My peace be removed." So, resting on the sure Foundation, conscious of His seal upon them, His children may well sing,
"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters
thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof. There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad
the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her.
and that right early." Such is the triumph of the 46th Psalm; but
it was the smiting, the withering, the consuming, the declining, the
burning told of in the 102nd Psalm that brought David to "but
Thou, 0 Lord, shalt endure for ever, and Thy remembrance to all
generations." It was the destitution, the groaning, the bondage,
and the weakening that made the certainty of God's unchangeableness a cordial to him. "But Thou art the same"-the same God
"Whose property is always to have mercy" ; the same Jesus Who
"shall save His people from their sins"; the same Lord" Who is
rich unto all that call upon Him."
"He weakened my strength in the way" is an old complaint of
theirs who are exhorted not to faint when they are rebuked of Him.
Job, Jeremiah, and Daniel were all taught by the same mighty God
Who gave Paul to glory in his infirmities that the power of Christ might
rest upon him. Job said, " He hath taken me by my neck and shaken
me to pieces." But God" blessed the latter end of Job more than the
beginning," and he knew that his Redeemer lived. Formerly he had
said, " My righteousness I hold fast and will not let it go "; later he said,
" I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes." Isaiah was" undone,"
Daniel had his " comeliness turned into corruption," and retained no
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strength, till his I,ord revived him with words of peace and love. They
were all one in experience with him whose filthy garments were taken
away, who was clothed with change of raiment-their one confession,
"In the Lord have I righteousness and strength"; their one resolve, "I
will make mention of Thy righteousness, even of .Thine only." Each
was taught with the Apostle, "When I am weak, then am I strong."
But Paul counted all loss that he might "win Christ." John's "He must
increase, but I must decrease," Paul's deeper "Christ is All and in
all," are truths they-the seed of the meek and lowly Jesus-learn who
have their loftiness bowed down and their haughtiness made low
(Isa. ii. 17), that the Lord alone may be exalted. They learn through
long discipline that vain is the help of man, but that help is laid
on " One that is mighty." After repeated sin and failure they prize
more the One Fountain, once opened, never to be closed. Counting
not themselves to have apprehended, they rejoice in being known
of Him. Lamenting," Lord, it is my chief complaint, that my love
is cold and faint," they turn cheerfully to "Not that we loved God,
but that He loved us." Their groundless fears are removed that His
faithful promise may remain. "My word shall not pass away."
His immutable oath, His unchanging favour to His people, infallibly
endure. Well might one of them say, and others repeat, "Hope
thou in God," "I will hope continually." For hope in Himself is a
gift which He never repents of giving. It is the" anchor of the soul,
sure and steadfast"; and even J onah, shut out absolutely from help
in the creature, could look to God's holy temple, and say, " al,ation
is of the Lord." And the love of His people to Him remains. "Lord,
Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee," is at
all times the true language of the heart (though, perhaps, the judgment does not recognize it) which once has desired to fear His Name.
And the God-given faith fails not. It is" the victory that overcometh
the world." God's children live by faith of the Son of God, and dying,
behold, in Him they live. Perhaps they may be favoured with
prayer for increase, or they may kneel in silent restlessness before Him ;
but not according to their asking-rather according to His giving-He
answers. For One is interceding for them at the right hand of God,
Who said, " I pray for them."
So let the reeds that tremble in the wind lift up their heads. Turn
to the third chapter of J oel, and see in the sixteenth verse, " The heavens
and the earth shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope of His people,
and the strength of the children of Israel."
FOLLOWER-ON.
NEVER had anyone so rich a Banker, so kind a Husband, so tender
a Shepherd, and so forbearing a Captain as I have in my glorious
Christ. The more I venture, the more He encourages; the bolder
I am, the kinder He grows; the more I expect, the more He gives.
I cannot tire nor wear Him out, for He is full, yea, fulness of grace,
mercy, love, and compassion.-Ruth Bryan.
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SetlllOUS.

CHRIST'S ACTIVE OBEDIENCE IMPUTED TO HIS PEOPLE.
A SERMON BY THE REV. JOHN BRINE.
(Continued from page 728, GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Dec., 1910.)
THOSE to whom the righteousness of Christ is imputed are
blessed; or have a title to felicity in consequence thereof. "That
being justified by His grace, we might be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 7). The reason whereof is: The
righteousness, or active obedience of Christ, merits grace and glory,
or those blessings which are bestowed upon us in time, and which we
shall enjoy in eternity. The terms merit, meriting, and merited are
not expressly mentioned in Scripture, but that is no just objection
against the use of them. The term Incarnation is not used in Scripture,
but what is intended by it is therein declared, viz., that the Son of
God was made flesh, made of a woman: He therefore was incarnate,
or became Man, by the assumption of human nature. The term
satisfaction is not used in Scripture about the sufferings and death of
Christ, but the ideas included therein are very clearly expressed.
And this phrase, or expression-the personal union of the Divine and
human natures in Christ:-is not expressly mentioned in Scripture.
But the important truth intended by that phrase is therein taught.
And other instances of the like nature might be produced. I hope
ever to contend for the merit of the dear Redeemer, in His obedience
as well as in His sufferings. If the former was not meritorious, the
latter were not. Merit is two-fold; there is merit of paction, and
there is merit of condignity. First, there is merit of paction in Christ's
obedience. A covenant was entered into between God the Father
and our Blessed Saviour. In that compact the Father required Him
to do and suffer all that was necessary to the pardon, justification, and
eternal salvation of His people. Christ, on His part, engaged therein
to perform and endure all that was required of Him, as our Surety.
And the Father promised to Him on that condition that He should see
His seed; that He should have such a prospect of them as would be
to His utmost satisfaction, i.e., pardoned, justified, sanctified and
eternally glorified; in a word, that He should see them as happy as
His intense love to their persons causes Him to desire they may be.
And, therefore, there is no blessing which they do or will receive, that
is not comprised in this promise of the Father. Now as Christ hath
punctually accomplished all that He undertook in this Covenant, or
finished the whole of that work which God gave Him to do, from thence
arises a right to Him to claim and demand of the Father, in their
behalf, the fulfilment of His promises respecting them. Nor can the
Father, in justice, fail of performing those promises. And therefore
it is most clear that merit of paction attends the obedience and sufferings of our Redeemer. And this agrees with what the Apostle expresses
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in these words :, " Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned
()f grace, but of debt." Inasmuch as Christ hath worked, there springs
from .the work which He hath done a right to all the benefits promised
()n that condition. And that is what we understand by merit, ex
pacto. In order to disprove what is here pleaded for, it must be shown,
-either that no promise of eternal life was made to Christ for His people
on condition of His obedience and death, or, that He did not obey and
suffer as He was required.
Secondly, there is merit of condignity; that is, real and proper.
It is an intrinsic worth and value which is intended by it. I hope to
make it evident that merit, in tIllS strictly proper sense, attends the
obedience of Christ; and that that merit is infinite, or answerable to
the dignity of His Person. The requisites of merit, thus strictly taken,
are the following: that the work done is not due; that it is performed
by power underived; that it is absolutely perfect; that it is proportionate to the reward, and that the reward is due to justice; or, that
it is justice which assigns the reward to the work done, because of that
intrinsic worth which therein is.
1. Obedience to the law was not due from Christ. The law is here
to be considered as a covenant wherein obedience is prescribed as a
proper condition of obtaining life, and not as a law simply. The will
of God is, and eternally will be, a law to angels and sain". But the
saints are not even now in subjection to the law as a covenant; for
they" are not under the law, but under grace" (Rom. vi. 14). Christ
as Man is, and ever will be, in subjection to the divine will. But He
did not, He could not, with men come under the obligation of the
Covenant of works; for He was not seminally in Adam, as a natural
descendant of his. Nor was Adam a head and representative to Him.
And therefore He did not, with mankind, come within the compass
of the Covenant of works, which was made with Adam as the head of
all his natural descendants. Besides, Christ is God as well as Man,
and the divine nature and the human nature are united in His Person
as Mediator. As God, He is Lord of the Sabbath, and of the law itself,
by which the observation of it is enjoined. Now though His human
nature was the immediate subject of the law, and of that obedience
which He yielded unto it, that nature being united with His divine
Person-in that nature, His Person, as Mediator, came under the
obligation of the Covenant of works, and yielded obedience unto it.
Thus He Who was Lord of the law, and from Whom obedience to it as
such was not, nor could become due, for our sakes came under subjection
to it, and obeyed its precepts. The law hath power over a man, yea,
every man. But it could never have power over God-Man without
a special divine constitution. The obedience of Christ, therefore, who
is God-Man, was not due. And this is the first requisite of real proper
merit.
And it is a solid answer unto what Socinus objects against Christ
obeying the law for us, viz., that obedience was due from Him, and
therefore His obedience could not be for us, nor can be imputed to us.
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Here is a Person found from Whom obedience to the Covenant of works
could not possiby become due upon His own account. That obedience
therefore was intended for us, and is graciously imputed unto us.
2. Our blessed Saviour yielded obedience to the law by power
underived. He who yields obedience to another by virtue of ability
received from him cannot be said, in a strict and proper sense, to merit
of him, by the obedience which he performs. And therefore no
creature can properly merit of God. But Christ obeyed the law by a
power resident in His own person, and which was not derived from
another: no, not from the Father, unto Whom He yielded obedience
as a Law-giver and Judge. Not that His human nature was the
subject of any power underived; but His divine Person possesses
infinite power inderivative; and His human nature was supported,
both in what He did and suffered for us, by that power which He had
in Himself as God. Christ, by the infinite power of His divine Person,
raised Himself from the state of the dead; and by that power He.
in His human nature, obeyed the law and suffered its curse. For it was·
His power as God which upheld His human nature in its obedience and
sufferings. And therefore, as this ability in His person was not
communicated to Him by another, in order to capacitate Him to
obey and suffer, His obedience and sufferings, in the most strict sense,
merit of Him, viz., of God the Father as a Law-giver and Judge, at
Whose requirement He obeyed the law and suffered death. And this
is the second requisite of merit properly understood, which it is impossible should attend the obedience of any mere creature whatsoever.
But it is most unquestionably true of the obedience of Christ, Who is
both God and Man. For the divine and human natures are ineffably
united in His person; and His divine will and His human will concurred
in the obedience which He yielded for us unto the Covenant of works:
for which reason that obedience is to be considered as the obedience
of His Person, though His human nature only was the immediate
subject of it.
3. Our dear Redeemer was perfectly conformable to the law. In
His nature He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from
sinners"; "without blemish, and without spot." For though He
partook of flesh, He was only" in the likeness of sinful flesh." No
moral taint or impurity attended Him. He was absolute purity and
perfection in His mind. That supreme love to God, and that benevolent
disposition towards men which the law requires, possessed the soul
of the blessed Jesus, and wholly influenced Him in all His actions;
so that His obedience was answerable in all respects to the law, which
He undertook to fulfil for us. No defect or imperfection attended it,
either materially or circumstantially. It was absolutely complete,
respecting both its matter and manner. For," He did no sin, neither
was guile found in His mouth." He fulfilled all righteousness. And
He was as holy in His heart and conduct as the law required He
should be, under which He was made on our account. Christ always
did those things which pleased the Father. Infinite purity itself can
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have nothing to object to Him, in His temper or behaviour. This is
the third requisite which is essentially necessary unto a meritorious
obedience; for merit can never attend obedience which is not absolutely
perfect.
4. The obedience of Christ is proportionate to the reward which
is promised. That reward is the enjoyment of infinite good. As sin
demerits the loss of infinite good, by reason of the infinite evil that is in
sin, objectively considered; so the obedience of our blessed Saviour
merits infinite good because of its immense value, subjectively
considered. There is an infinity of evil and demerit in sin, because it
is committed against an infinite Object. And there is an infinite worth
in the obedience of Christ, because of the infinity of His Person. Such
as the Person of Christ is in dignity, such is that obedience which He
yielded to the law for us in its desert. The former is infinite and so is
the latter. No greater good is possible to be enjoyed by a creature
than the righteousness of Him, Who is J ehovah in the most strict and
proper sense, deserves. If the obediential acts of the Son of God have
a value in them above the obediential a~ts of a mere creature, on
account of the greatness of His Person, that value must be infinitely
greater, answerable unto the infinite majesty and glory of His Person.
And therefore in His obedience there is not only real, but also immense
merit or desert. And no good transcending that merit can be com·
municated unto and be enjoyed by those for whom Christ obeyed the
law, and to whose account His obedience is placed. The Cm-enant of
grace contains in it no blessing but what Christ properly merited by
that obedience which He yielded to the Covenant of works.
I humbly conceive that it is the design of the Apostle to prove that
the superiority of Christ above Adam is the reason and ground of the
superabundant merit of His obedience, which He opposes to Adam's
disobedience. As death is not merely a consequence of sin, but a.
proper effect of it as a procuring cause, so life is not merely a consequence
of Christ's obedience, but it is the proper effect thereof as a meritorious
cause. Every cause is an antecedent, but every antecedent is not
a cause. And every effect is a consequence, but every consequence
is not the effect of that which went before it, or upon which it follows.
For one thing may precede another, and yet not be a cause of that
which succeeds it. And one thing may follow another, and yet not
be the effect of what went before it. If it was the intention of the
Apostle, in comparing Adam's disobedience and Christ's obedience
together, to prove that Adam's disobedience was a procuring cause of
death, it must, I think, be granted that it is his design to prove that
Christ's obedience is a proper meritorious cause of life. Some things
may very pertinently be observed concerning Adam and Christ, of
whom the Apostle speaks as two representatives.
In Adam there was a fitness to be the representative of all mankind,
because all men were seminally in him, and were to spring from him.
But there was not a worthiness in him to stand in that capacity by
reason of a dignity above human in his person. Again, the demerit
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of his disobedience did not arise from anything in his person, but from
the Object against Whom he sinned, viz., God. That demerit, therefore,
was extrinsical, or without him, and not intrinsical, or within himself.
Things are quite otherwise with respect to Christ. There was not only
a fitness in Him to be a representative to His people, as He is truly
Man, perfectly holy, and born for and given to them; but He, being
God as well as Man, was worthy to be a Head to the whole number
of the elect. Again, the reason or ground of the merit of His obedience
is the dignity of His Person. It arises not from the Object to Whom
He yielded obedience, which the demerit of Adam's disobedience did,
but from the infinite greatness of His own Person. The merit of
Christ, therefore, was not extrinsical, as Adam's demerit was, but
intrinsical, or, it arose from what He is in Himself, viz., God as well as
Man-infinitely superior to Adam, therefore; unto which, I apprehend
the Apostle hath respect in these words: "Much more they which
receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness shall reign
in life by one Jesus Christ." Two things are clearly suggested in this
context, viz., that the obedience of Christ may fitly stand for many on
account of the infinite dignity of His person above the person of Adam,
and for that reason also His obedience hath an intrinsic value in it,
deserving of eternal life. This is the fourth requisite of merit, strictly
understood, that is to say, merit of condignity.
5. The reward is due in justice: or, it is justice which assigns the
reward to the obedience of Christ, because of that intrinsic worth
which is therein. It was an act of justice in God to appoint that
Adam's disobedience should subject us to death, because of the infinite
evil thereof, objectively considered. And it was an act of justice in
Him to ordain that the obedience of Christ should entitle us to life
because of the infinite worth thereof, subjectively considered. The
immortal crown of future glory is a crown of righteousness. And the
Lord will give it in the character of a righteous Judge. Those, therefore, to whom the active obedience is imputed most certainly are
blessed, or have a title to eternal felicity in consequence thereof. For
that obedience properly merits everlasting blessedness.
Perhaps some weak minds may object to this, that what is merited
is not freely given. Unto which I answer thus: No act of sovereign
grace prejudices itself, or eclipses its own glory. Now Christ's capacity
to merit by what He did is founded in sovereign grace. And it was
sovereign grace which determined to whom His obedience should be
imputed in order to receive the reward which is thereby merited.
And therefore, "grace will reign through righteousness, unto eternal
life, by Jesus Christ our Lord."
WHEN the cloud of trouble hideth the Lord's favour, faith knoweth
it may shine again, and therefore prayeth through the cloud for the
dissolving of it. "Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant."-David
Dickson.
.
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SKETCH OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH ON
THURSDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 17TH, 1910, BY THE
REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

" To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die,. a time to plant, and
a time to pluck up that which is planted,. a time to kill, and a time
to heal,. a time to break down, and a time to build up,. a time to
weep, and a time to laugh,. a time to mourn, and a time to dance,.
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together,. a
time to embrace, and a time to retrain tram embracing,. a time to
get, and a time to lose,. a time to keep, and a time to cast away,. a
time to rend, and a time to sew,. a time to keep silence, and a time to
speak,. a time to love, and a time to hate,. a time at war, and a
time of peace." -ECCLES. iii. 1-9.

THIS is one of the profoundest of Solomon's wise sayings. They are
words deep and marvellous. They utterly ignore the presence of
chance in the life of the child of man, but much more particularly
shall we say in the affairs of believers. For there is a marvellous
distinction and separation between the people of God and those who
are not the people of God; and this Scripture holds blessedly together
all that concerns and touches the children of God. There is, we read,
a set time to every purpose-the Divine purpose. There are many
devices in a good man's heart, but they may not be prospered by God.
His counsel, on the other hand, shall stand, and He watches over
the words of His lips lest anything should seem to come short. There
are no small nor trifling things with God. None unimportant. Even
the little sparrow falls not to the ground unnoticed. He keep the
sparrows-those little wild, uncared-for birds are the work of His
fingers-and He cares for them: Jesus said, when on earth, " one of
them shall not fall on the ground without your Father," and He has
not changed His mind about them. He still thinks well of the work of
His own hands, and will overlook none. Our chapter says, "To
everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven." The purpose must be conceived by God Himself. It is not
man's purpose which is spoken of here, it is the eternal purpose of the
Most High God, Who doeth according to His will in the army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand,
or say unto Him, "What doest Thou ~ "
It is the glorifying Himself in the affairs of His children of which my
text speaks. Then, how wise our attitude to be constantly looking
upwards and to cease more entirely, more habitually, from the work
of our hands, and to consider God in the work of His perfections. We
need to learn, and think, and feed much upon these things, beloved, that
they may become the man of our counsel and the joy and satisfaction
of our hearts. I notice that worldly men attribute great and unusual
things to God, but they withhold Him His due in what are considered
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little things. But He uses the little things, and all alike, the great and
the small, belong equally to Him. Let us seek to set our affeqtion on
things above and on Him Who made all things. If He cares for
sparrows, assuredly He cares for us.
Jesus, when on earth, spoke of the greatness and wisdom of Solomon;
yet He spoke at the expense of King Solomon's greatness and wisdom,
and said, :' A greater than Solomon is here." We delight to think of
our "greater than Solomon" in His ineffable wisdom, works, and
ways. Solomon said not these words of himself. He was inspired to
say them; so we read these precious verses as the utterances of the
Unspeakable One, Who is " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; "
very God of very God. God's ways are equal: "His way is perfect."
He needs no help, wisdom, nor strength from His creatures; nay, they
have no power to give it: He accepts none, and expects none, but
works all things after the counsel of His own will.
Some one has noted the remarkable omission we have in the second
verse: nothing spoken of between the day of our birth and the day
of our death. "A time to be born, and a time to die." Nothing said
about man's life! There is no continuance in man: "Man abideth
not." His life is brief; no time to live, as it seems. Let God's people
dwell on this. The breath they draw at their birth is as it were the
breath of a moment: the day of their birth is so near the day oftheir
death! Let us look at eternity in this light, and view our present
afilictions-" our light afilictions," as the apostle tells us-as" but for
a moment," whilst they are working" for us that far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory." It is a beautiful lesson, however bitter.
Afilictions are our lot here, but all the time they are working for our
eternal good; so the Holy Ghost views it. So do not dwell overmuch upon your afilictions, beloved friends. They are intended for
your good, and are but trifles when weighed over against all He has
prepared for you. Nothing after death but bliss! And the Lord does
not keep His people waiting long, but hastens the short period of time,
so to speak, in their behalf, and teaches His children to be patient in
that little moment of waiting till all their change come.
" A .time to plant, and a time to pluck up." Planting, sowing! We
find our sowing very mixed; so much of our lives needs plucking up.
We have grievously sinned in the doing of even our best and holy
things. The most faithful servant has nothing to say on his own
behalf. But the Lord chooses to say a good word for His dear disciples.
He will not forget nor overlook anything they do, and He will reckon
all as done unto Himself. All! Even the "cup of cold water," for
they give it for His dear sake, and He knows what sacrifices His
people make, the one for the other: it greatly pleases Him, and He
never forgets it. They love one another because they see something
of the likeness of Jesus in one another, and they make much of one
another's society as they journey heavenward because of the sweetness
of the communion about Him whom they each love.
Ah ! so J;nany of us have to mourn over our service, and find much,
3

34

The Gospel M agazinl'

yea, all of our doing to pluck up. We fall so short; ours is such
unworthy service. It is not worth the mention by us, but He will
recount it.
The third verse speaks of " a time to kill, and a time to heal. " We
come to Him day by day, I trust, for the killing of all that is unlovely
in us. There is. so -much that is un-Christlike in us and for which we
sorrow. But there is a set" time" for this, and we shall shortly be
freed from all over which we now have to mourn.
",A time to break down, and a time to build up." We see it is not
altogether building up. The building-up has its corresponding breaking-down. Each and severally as the Lord will. He watches over
Bis own handiwork and the work of His own grace. Trust Him for
that! He will cleanse, purify, and perfect the work of His own hands.
"A time to weep, and a time to laugh." We weep now very
frequently. If we spent our time in viewing our work, so vile is it we
would always be weeping. But it is not so. He mingles our joys and
sorrows, and as He gives us our tears in plenteousness - our pride
needs it, and we need our constant humblings-so also He gives us our
seasons of exaltation and joy in Himself. He has not changed His
mind nor His heart, but it is just because He loves us so perfectly, and
always, that so He gives us a time of laughing over against a time
of weeping. He has even commanded it! "Rejoice in the Lord alway,
and again I say, Rejoice." Such stress you see does He lay upon our
rejoicing, that He says, " Again I say, Rejoice." For He likes to see
. His people a happy, rejoicing people, when their rejoicing is in the
Lord. Often we are fearful when we think we have lost the blessing.
But it is His way. He does nothing without a Divine reason, and if
our joy depart for a season, He will have us seek the wherefore and
lie very low at His footstool, and then He will show us where we have
siimed, and reveal our need to cast ourselves upon His Fatherly
mercy, and presently He will give us our" time to laugh," even holy
laughter. This is grace, not nature. Nature has no part in the lot of
the truly happy righteous. He will have His people sing in the ways
of grace, when He reveals a Saviour, their Holy One, in righteousness.
Oh! He does delight in the happiness of His saints, and they may
well be glad in Him.
.
The fifth verse speaks of " a time to cast away stones, and a time to
gather stones together." This is the time of the gathering in of many
precious stones which are to adorn the Holy Temple of our God. God's
people need seek the continual occupation of testimony by their lives,
and the earnestness of that occupation will be in proportion to their
longing for the enlargement of their Redeemer's Kingdom. Oh! if He
deign to use any of us, and give us an opportunity of pointing any poor
sinner to "behold the Lamb of God Who takethsway the sin of the
world," what an honour! Precious stones are they that are His.
What value does He set upon them! They are His own choosing,
His own peculiar treasure. At present we do not know all the Lord's
people. We wait for that day when He will manifest His hidden
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·ones, and reveal many whom we have not known now in demonstrative
proof that they were His. But they were set apart in His eternal
purpose, and manifested as His in the morning. Revealed th~n to .
angels, and principalities, and powers. "These, saith He, are Mine."
" A time to get, and a time to lose." To get. All the gracious times
and experiences and expectations with which His children are favoured
are good times, good experiences, good expectations. What great
delight He takes in the expectations of His people. "The joy of the
Lord is their strength." Nothing can be stronger than this! And the
greatest joy of the greatest day will be their hearing that glad and
final word, "Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." All so scattered
now, but known, well known, to Him, gathered together in one then,
and shown to wondering worlds as precious to Him !
" A time to keep, and a time to cast away." These are the several
changes appointed to the Church of God. She is a failing, erring
creature now, but even here she is at times granted a foretaste of what
is in store for her. Are we following the leadings of our Heavenly
Father as His children, day by day? We are strangers here, but shall
be no strangers there. Our joy is fitful now, but shortly it will be
fulness with no change. Let us bear with patience. The time will not
be long. We may reckon ourselves to be poor and of no reputation
here, but we can add the rest:" Yet the Lord thinketh upon me; "
that is enough for us. We are so worthless, but He careth and provideth
f~r us all the way, and will not leave us. It is enough that our times
are in His hand, and we may well be content to wait His time, which
will be the best. And we shall inherit the blessing, which is righteously
a8sured us and is awaiting us on high. The Lord bless His own Word
for -His own Name's sake. Amen.
R.
THE GRACE OF CHRIST.

A

SERMON BY THE REV. A, J. BAXTER, PREACHED AT EASTBOURNE,
.
.
FEBRUARY 26th, 1905.

" For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, thOW]h He was
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye thrlYUgh His poverty
rl'vUjht be rich."-2 COR. viii. 9.
THE chapter I read, 2 Cor. ix., and this chapter also where our text
is found, have for their special subject that of liberality to the cause
of God, and especially to the poor of the flock. And it struck my
mind this morning, and that for the first time, that there must have
been some manifest cause to constrain the Spirit of Inspiration in
Paul to devote so much to this matter in writing to the Lord's people
at Corinth. Were they an illiberal Church? There is no evidence
that they were poor, because the Apostle apparently contrasts the
poverty of the churches of Macedonia with the temporal state of that
at Corinth. He says: "Moreover, brethren, I do you to wit" -an
old English phrase meaning, I give you to understand-" of the grace
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of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; how that in a great
trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy, and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power I bear
record, yea, and beyond their power, they were willing of themselves;
praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, .and
take upon us the fellowship of ministering to the saints" (verses 1-4).
There is plenty of evidence from both of Paul's epistles that the lamp
of the Gospel did not superabound with oil in the church at Corinth,
and that a very great amount of carnality prevailed; and it is therefore no wonder if the spirit of covetousness affected its members.
And so much so did it operate, that Paul would take nothing for his
own support, preferring to receive this from less prosperous churches;
for he plainly tells them -he "robbed other churches, taking wages
of them to do them service." And he adds, "When I was present
with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man; for that which
was lacking to me, the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied;
and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto
you, and so will I keep myself" (chap. xi. 8, 9). As Corinth was
renowned for its wealth, such words imply that the black stain of
avarice was only too apparent there.
I am not dwelling on this subject to stir up your hearts and minds
to generosity on this day of our annual collections for the poor. I am
thahkful I have no need to do so, for I have always spoken in praise
of your liberality. But it is sad indeed when those who have ample
means begrudge giving in accordance with the same. Thus it seems
to me it was at Corinth. What a rebuke, therefore, was contained
in our text: "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye
through His poverty might be rich!" We will now turn from the
Corinthians to their Lord and Master, the Great Exemplar in all that
is liberal, through the exceeding abundance of His merits and grace.
" Our Lord Jesus Christ" is a fulness of title which, in the days of
His humiliation as recorded in the Gospels, is never applied to Him.
That He might enter thoroughly into all the misery and degradation
sin has entailed on those on whose behalf He had engaged Himself,
it was needful that His glory should for a time be veiled.. Only by
His resurrection from the dead, after having glorified the Father on
the earth and finished the work given Him to do, was He "declared
to be the Son of God with power," "the Lord of Glory" and" our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." But in connection with the text;
I will first speak of His riches.
" He -was rich." There are two texts which, if there were no other
proof, would, on examination, clearly demonstrate the Godhead of
Christ. The first is, " As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the
Father" (John x. 15)'. . Now even Unitarians admit that the Father
is God; though they deny this honour to the Son and the Spirit. Well;
then, if the Father is God, how could Christ, as a mere man, know
God as God knew Hihl'?- For as man is but finite in his comprehension,
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however gifted may be his intellectual capacity, how could he know
the Infinite J ehovah as the Infinite knows him ~ It is therefore
certain that the Saviour when He said, "As the Father knoweth Me,
even so know I the Father," asserted His claim to be Infinite as God.
The other text is: "All things that the Father hath are Mine" (John
xvi. 15). And what man of all the ordinary race of Adam could dare
affirm this concerning himself ~ But Christ, Who was" the brightness
of the Father's glory, and the express image of His Person," could
with all truthfulness declare this. For He "was rich" in the equal
possession of all the attributes and perfections of the Father-in
omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience, and in the qualities
of His holiness, love, justice and faithfulness. Likewise "He was
rich" in His equal share in all the wealth of heaven and earth. For
a few minutes consider the remarkable phrase used by Melchisedek
in pronouncing the benediction on Abram after he had rescued Lot
from those who had taken him captive, together with the king of
Sodom and his allies: "Blessed be Abram of the Most High God,
Possessor of heaven and earth" (Gen. xiv. 19). And mark how
Abram, in rejecting the offer of the spoil from the king of Sodom
uses the same words: "I have lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the
Most High God, the Possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not
take from a thread even to a shoe-Iatchet," etc. (verses 22,23). How
striking is this title! But it is justified by all that is found in other
parts of Scripture. By creation everything is Jehovah's property.
And creation-work is ascribed to Christ;' for it is written, " All things
were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that
was made" (John i. 3). And how grandly is this confirmed by Paul,
who, after saying of Him that He is the Image of the Invisible God,
the Firstborn-i.e., the Chief and Heir of every creature-proceeds
to say, "For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
Him, and for Him." And that there may be no misapprehension
as to His identity, Paul adds, "And He is the Head of the body, the
Church" (Col. i. 15, 16, 18). If then heaven, earth, and sea were
created by Christ, they belong to Him equally with the Father; so
that His words are true, " All things that the Father hath are Mine."
See, too, how this was set forth in the Old Testament. " The
heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord's" (Ps. cxv. 16). He is the
Possessor of them by Divine right. Again," In His Hand are the
deep places of the earth; the strength of the hills is His also. The
sea is His, and He made it, and His hands formed the dry land"
(Ps. xcv. 4, 5). All, therefore, that the mines of California and,
Australia contain belong to Him, and authorize His words, "The
silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine" (Hag. n. 8), and to these may
be added the gems of earth and the pearls of the sea. And to
show His entire independence of all creatures, He says of them,
"Every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand
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hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts
of the field are Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the
world is Mine, and the fulness thereof" (Ps. 1. 10-12). And this
reminds me that on the front of the Royal Exchange in London these
words are carved, "The earth is the Lord's, a,nd the fulness thereof;
the world\ and they that dwell therein" (Ps. xxiv. 1). I have often
admired their appearance on th!tt noble building, as I consider that
it honours the Lord to thus far acknowledge Him. But I have
wondered how many of our city merchants and stockbrokers have
any reverential regard for the inscription. However this may be,
it is well that in that very centre of Britain's wealth the glory due
to Jehovah's Name should be given to Him as the" Possessor of
heaven and earth." I remember when I was young learning that
verse of Watts' :"In heaven He shines with beams of love,
With wrath in hell beneath;
'Tis on His earth I stand and ·move.
And 'tis His air I breathe."
And all this applies to Christ as being "over all, God ble sed for
ever" (Rom. ix. 5). Truly then, "He was rich,"
Let us now consider His" grace." " For your sakes He became poor."
The "grace," as here referred to, I view as the condescending love,
merciful compassion and self-abasement of Christ, as displayed in His
incarnation, life-work, and death. There appears to be a beautiful
reference to this in Psalm cxiii., "Who is like unto the Lord oUI God,
Who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth Himself to behold the things
that are in heaven, and in the earth!" (verses 5, 6). Elect angels
" in heaven," who have their standing alone in Christ as their Head,
He hUIl1lbled Himself to notice and preserve, though He did not take
on Himself their nature, nor had need t{) shed His blood for them.
But with the elect of mankind "in the earth," the case was different.
They were sinners, under the law and under the curse, and in order
to redeem and justify these, He had to "humble Himself even to the
death of the cross" (Phi1. ii. 8). Now, as it is impossible for us to
comprehend the infinite disparity between God and the creature man,
so it must be impossible for us to have more than the faintest idea of
the extent of the personal humiliation of Christ. It is said of Him,
Who" thought it not robbery to be equal with God," and Whom all
the angels of God are cc:>mmanded to worship, that He "made Himself
of po reputation," or, as the Greek reads, "emptied Himself"a phrase which has been seriously misunderstood and misinterpreted.
For to suppose, as many do, or have done, that what is meant by thus
emptying Himself is that the Saviour, on assuming humanity,
voluntarily yieldedup, and so ceased to possess, the Divine attributes,
is to represent Him as being then no longer God. Whereas had this
been the case all He did ~nd suffered would have been as man only.
And what would have been the result ~ There would have been no
"redemption in His blood"; for of all the human race it is declared,
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"None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to
Gpd a ransom for him " (Ps. xlix. 7).
.
,
The only signification that Scripturally applies to Christ as God
emptying Himself is, that thus He appeared in the eyes of mortals.
For who in the visible "Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief"
could by the. eye of nature see the invisible God, Who is blessed for
evermore? Who, in the Jesus Who was weary with His journey
and sat to rest Himself on the well of J acob, could trace the Everlasting God Who fainteth not, neither is weary? (Isa. xl. 28). Who
could see in Him, Who was fast asleep in the fisherman's boat, the
Jehovah Who" neither slumbers nor sleeps"? (Ps. cxxi. 4). Who
could behold in Him, Who was "taken with wicked hands and
crucified and slain," the "Wonderful, the Counsellor,' the .Mighty
God"? (Isa. ix. 6). Nay, who by the clearest physical and mental
vision, could perceive in the poverty that distinguished Him all through
life, from the manger in Bethlehem to the accursed tree on Calvary,
that" He was rich," "the Possessor of heaven and earth," and 'of
both "unsearchable" and "durable" .riches? (Eph. iii. 8; Prov.
viii. 18). None; not even His Own favoured disciples. In this sense
'.' He emptied Himself," but in no other; for His glorious miracles
displayed the indwelling Deity and proved that Omnipotence. was
still His own. And the ease with which He discerned the thoughts of
His enemies (Matt. ix. 4), and anticipated the requests of His disciples
(John xvi. 19), showed His omniscience; while His healing from a
distance those who were afflicted (Matt. viii. 13), manifested His omnipresence. And at the last His felling to the ground with a word Judas
and the band who came to seize Him in Gethsemane, was proof of His
power to resist them all, and to escape from death, had it been possible
otherwise to save those for whom He was appointed by the Father
to lay down His life. But such was the blindness of the understanding
and the hardness of the men who saw Him, that the frequent outward displays of His Divinity did not serve permanently to convince
any of them. Even His own disciples were not kept firm to Him
by these evidences; for "they all forsook Him and fled" when the
time-arrived that He must die. They were kept solely by the gracious
influence and power of the Holy Ghost, Who dwelt in them, as He
did not in those who despised and rejected their Master (John xiv. 17).
Christ therefore "emptied Himself," and, according to our text,
" became poor," without parting with any of the Di vihe essence. Yet
as a man His poverty was real and not assumed. What language
could convey this fact more powerfully to our minds than this :-" The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 'nests ; but the Son of
Man hath not where to lay His head" ? (Matt. viii. 20). It was so
at His birth, so far as common accommodation was concerned, for :" The crowded inn, like sinners' hearts,
(Oh, ignorance extreme !)
For other guests of various sorts
Had room-but none for Him."
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We also read that various women "ministered unto Him of their
substance." .But it is not specially recorded that any men did this.
We may also gather from this that although the Saviour followed
the trade of a carpenter until He began to preach, He did not do so
afterwards, but condescended to be dependent on the support of His
followers. And this serves to illustrate Paul's words: "Even so
hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should
live of the Gospel" (1 Cor. ix. 14). But much more than this was
intended. The larger portion of the Lord's family is composed of
the comparatively" poor of this world." And" in all things it behoved
Christ to be made like unto His brethren, that He might bea merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people; for in that He Himself hath suffered,
being tempted "-or, better, being tried, i.e., by poverty as well as
all He had to bear from devils and men-" He is able to succour them
that are tempted" [or tried] (Heb. ii. 17, 18). And surely, it is not
only by afRiction of body or Satanic assaults that the Lord's people
are tried, but also by what seems the adverse providence of God in
the shape of poverty. For this has its peculiar besetting snares, and
led the wise Agur in the Proverbs to say, "Give me neither poverty
nor riches." Mark! He puts" poverty" first in his request, for this
would always, according to nature, be dreaded more than riches. And
he sees this danger in connection with it, "L-est I be poor and steal,
and take the Name of my God in vain" (xxx. 8, 9). For "hat inducements are there to dishonest practices and unlawful means to relieve
from the pressing straits that poverty imposes! And if not relieved,
what a temptation is there to take the Lord's Name in vain, by cursing
His trying dispensation. And thus it is that poverty has equally
with riches its perils for the soul; for it is no small matter to believe
that" the Lord will provide," when there is not the slightest indication
where the provision is to come from. Into this "low estate," therefore, He Who" was rich" entered, that He might meet and overcome
all the temptations which encircle literal poverty, and that He might
be able feelingly to sympathize with His Own elect who suffer from
it. His allusions, therefore, to His Heavenly Father's care for the
sparrows, and even the lilies of the field, were well borne out in His
own life's privations and dependence on the Father's faithfulness to
provide.
But speaking mystically, by far the most important sense in which
the Lord Jesus" became poor," is to be found in the solemn words,
"In His humiliation His judgment was taken away" (Acts viii. 33).
For that "humiliation" means the degradation of Christ before
Herod and Pilate, followed by the shameful death of the cross. And
His "judgment" refers to His righteous character in the sight of God,
which even His traducers could only" take away" by false accusation.
When He, therefore, Who was" the Holy One of God," in Whom the
Father's soul delighted, and for Whose righteousness' sake He was
well pleased, was treated as a malefactor and" numbered with the
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transgressors," He became among men the poorest of the poor. For
He lost that" good name" which "is rather to be chosen than silver
and gold" (Prov. xxii. 1), and was accounted as "an outcast of the
people." This was the climax of the Redeemer's poverty on earth.
Yet in the Father's estimation it was the climax of His honourable
and glorious work. And on whose behalf did He submit to all this
misery? Paul says to those at Corinth, "For your sakes He became
poor."
Not onlv elect Jews but millions of Gentiles were to receive and
enjoy the benefits of His sufferings and death. The" Messiah" was
"cut off," as Daniel predicted, "but not for Himself "(chap. ix. 26) ;
it was for the sake of others, whose cause He had espoused. His
condescending love, merciful compassion, and self-abasement, which
I have said constituted His grace, constrained Him to stand in their
stead and become the suffering Substitute. And yet what unworthy
characters they were! "But where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound." And how much is there to awaken concern in the
words, "For your sakes"! For mere nominal professors, with their
Arminian universal-salvation views, at once apply these words to
themselves, without possessing a fraction of evidence that they are
the Lord's" redeemed." And what evidence is necessary to prove
this? It consists in being "sought out" as the Lord's sheep, and
delivered from all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy
and dark day of the Fall. And this seeking-out is the work of the
Holy Spirit. He finds them in Nature's death of trespasses and sins,
and quickens them into spiritual life. He finds them wandering .in
the paths of sins, vices, and follies, and by imparting "repentance
towards God," constrains them to forsake the foolish and live, and to
go in the way of understanding. He finds them relying on their own
state and works for making peace with God, and strips them naked
_. and bare to the loathing of themselves in their own sight. He finds
them rich in their own supposed wisdom and strength, and shows
them that they are wretched and miserable and poor. And only by
this ordeal are they brought to apprehend and prize that great salvation
which Christ has wrought for their sakes. For never will the Holy
Ghost testify to blinded, erring, self-righteous and dead sinners that
the Lord Jesus died for their sakes. What would be the use of His
doing so? " The dead know not anything," .and a corpse therefore
could neither enjoy nor hear the joyful sound of the jubilee trumpet.
I was much struck yesterday with the words, " And He [Christ] lifted
up His eyes on His disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor; for yours
is the kingdom of God" (Luke vi. 20). It was poverty of spirit He
blessed (Matt. v. 3), for as I have shown, literal poverty may be
attended with rebellion against God. But spiritual poverty brings
all who feel it to confess with Hart"We have nothing of our own,
But soul and all's at stake."
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And for their sakes the Saviour became poor, that they, "through
His poverty, might be rich."
« Might be rich." As the fall of man involved the loss of everything
in his nature that was of value in the sight of God, he became of
necessity utterly destitute. It was therefore indispensable ,that if
he were to become" rich towards God," it must be by benefitS received
from another. But from Adam's day downward none was ever found
capable of imparting the required riches until Christ came. And at
what a cost to Himself was this effected! For it was" through His
poverty." Yes, that poverty served as the channel through which
"the exceeding riches of grace" were to flow to all the members of
His mystic body. The riches of pardon, justification, sanctification
and glorification all were secured by the depths of Christ's humiliation.
But in order to open this up more plainly in an experimental wa~,
I will notice the words in the text-" Ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ." How came the Corinthians to "know" this? They
were not Jews, but pagans, and pagans of a vilely corrupt type.
How, then, were they brought to "know" the grace of Christ?
It was through the preaching of the Gospel, accompitnied "with the
Holy Ghost ·sent down from Heaven," and Paul was the chief instrument, and· his words to them show that nothing short of this would
have .availed; "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save
the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the
things that are freely given us of God" (1 Cor. ii. 11, 12). And we
may be sure that legal conviction by the Holy Ghost would be produced
in their consciences on the ground of their idolatry, seeing that He
Who was the only true God had said, "Thou shalt have no other
gods before Me" (Exod. xx. 3). They were therefore law-breakers,
and as such were subject to the sentence, "The soul that sinneth, it
shall die." They were also guilty of violating practically every other
of the ten commandments in their vicious lives; so that the Apostle,
after giving a list of abominable characters, says, "And such were
some of you." He does not say all; for even among them there
might have been some who were tolerably moral, as were some of
their philosophers; but they were all living " without God, and without
hope in the world." "But," he adds, "ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and
by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 9, 11). But how were they
brought to realize this? In the first chapter of his first epistle to
them, Paul tells themthat" the testimony of 'Christ was confirmed
in them" (vers. 6). Here we have the secret explained. The
" preaching of the cross" was, as he says, "to the Greeks foolishness "
-and the Corinthians were Greeks-because in their worldly wisdom
they thought it ridiculous that a Man who had been crucified as a
malefactor by His own countrymen should be represented as a Divine
Person, Who, by the blood He shed, was procuring the pardon and
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pellice of transgressors of the law. But this was· when'the outward
ear only heard the Gospel message of a crucified Christ. When the
Holy· Spirit opened the eyes to see nature's ruined condition, and
the wrath of God that might justly be expected in the great day
that was coming, the heart also was opened to receive the good news
of "the grace of the Lord Jesus" in having borne the sins of such
as they in His Own body on the tree. Faith, wrought by the -Spirit,
thus came to them by hearing, and hearing by the Word·of God. By
experimental knowledge of what by the Fall they had lost of holiness,
and what they had acquired of evil, and their utter inability to restore
themselves by the works of the law to a justified condition before God,
they became poor-" poor in spirit." And in this state they were
led to Him Who had been "a reproach of men and despised of the
people," and beheld in Him the One "mighty to save." Faith
accepted this as a Divine truth, and hope rested on the mercy of God
through His rich merits. From their idols they turned to the living
God. In the Person of His Son they beheld Him Who was most
unjustly sentenced and slain by man, but Who through the tender
mercy of God to sinners was, as their willing Substitute, justly condemned and slain as the Sin-offering by Divine fore-ordination.
What, therefore, Paul laid before them in his " Testimony of Ohrist "
was thus confirmed in them by the Holy Spirit as the truth. Though
they had never seen Him with their natural eyes, faith was granted
them to behold His glory in a spiritual manner, and as the blessed
result they were, as Paul said, "washed, justified, and sanctified,
in His Name and by the Spirit of God." And their washing was by
means of the "precious blood of Christ." This was thus demonstrated
to be the rich stream from the Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness;
and by the Spirit's application of this they knew their sins were
cleansed away for ever. Thus the testimony that the blood of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth from all sin was confirmed
in them. And their" justification" was by means of faith receiving
His imputed righteousness, so that they were persuaded by the Spirit's
inward witness that they were" complete in Him." And thus the
testimony that "by Him all that believe are justified from all things,
from which they could not be justified by the law of Moses," was
confirmed in them. And then sanctification by the Holy Spirit's
delivering them from the ruling power of those abominations in which
they had formerly indulged their depraved passions became the
powerful evidenc.e that in Christ sin should not have dominion over
them, they not being "under the law, but under grace"; and this
testimony also was confirmed in them. Thus they "knew the grace ..
of the Lord Jesus," and that all they had received in the exceeding
riches of goodness, long-suffering, and mercy, attended with the hope
of eternal glory, were due to His becoming poor for their sakes.
And to this day the Holy Spirit carries on the same Christ-glorifying
work in the souls of His people. And in all those circumstances of
experimental poverty in which sin's exceeding sinfulness and corrup-
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.tion are brought to light, and in all the accompanying darkness
and conflicts, sufferings, perplexities, and sorrows that have to be
encountered and endured by the children of God, the testimony of
Christ is confirmed in them, as He is revealed to their hearts and
understandings as adapted to their every case of sin's guilt, and power,
and soul-weakness, by His rich merits, omnipotence, and compassion.
And only as He by the Spirit meets the soul in all its necessities can
"the grace of the Lord Jesus" be known. The Lord increase this
blessed knowledge in us !-From The Gospel Advocate, Aug., 1905.
JACHIN AND BOAZ.
By THE AUTHOR OF "THE PROTOPLAST."
" And he reared up the pillars before the ternple, one on the right hand,
and the other on the left,. and called the narne of that on the right
hand J achin, and the narne of that on the left Boaz." -2 CHRON. ill. 17.
THE temple and its service were typical. Every part of that beautiful
house, in which the Hebrew Fathers praised God, illustrated some
important fact concerning that temple spiritual which Christ should
rear to His own eternal glory-that Church which is called, in different
parts of the New Testament, His " own House," His " Building," His
" Body," His "Fulness," His" Bride." Each ceremonial observance
was a pattern of some heavenly mystery pertaining to this NewJerusalem Edifice, and to her glory. What wonder, then, that the
pillars which Solomon raised in the porch of the temple should be
designated by very significant names, "Jachin " and " Boaz " ~
A reference to the margin of our Bibles mJl show the Hebrew meanings
of these two words-the first signifying, " He shall establish," or " He
hath established," the other, " In it is strength." God says much to
us in the Old Testament names; and there seems to be no doubt that,
in directing Solomon to call the main pillars of the building by these
two remarkable words, He would intimate to us that, in the spiritual
Church which He is rearing to His praise, the chief pillars of support are
" Establishment" and" Strength." Let us spend a few short moments
in the consideration of the point so brought before us; and we shall
see how, just in these two things, the one true Church of Christ is
distinguished from all the false churches which lay claim so arrogantly
to her title, proclaiming-" The temple of the Lord, the temple of the
Lord are we."
1. I have often thought that the Hebrew verb from which J achin
is derived would be most correctly rendered by an Americanism,
by the way in which our neighbours across the Atlantic use the expressive word" fix." Of anything that they do, or put in train, or set
in order, they say that they fix it; and perhaps we have no phrase so
exactly answering to the Hebrew word which we translate, according
to .circumstances, "fashioned," "set," "disposed," "confirmed,"
"established." However, the last of these meanings is a good one for
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the present sense, and may perfectly content Uil. H Establishment,"
then, is engraved upon one of the pillars of the house of God; and we
understand that a necessary element in the perfection of Christ's true
Church is, that God establishes her-gives her a certain, settled, fixed
status before Himself. She is not found wavering, unsteady, liable to
be overthrown, but rather as an edifice set upon a stable and sure
foundation, built up firmly, and, as it is said in one of the Psalms,
" compact together."
There is a double establishment which God grants to her-Establishment in Doctrine, and Establishment in Discipline.
(1) Now, as the Body of Christ is made up of many members, that
work of the Spirit of God by which each individual saint is brought to'
a settled mind concerning the truth, shows it8elf, in the aggregate, by
the confirmation of the Church in sound doctrine, and gives purity and
simplicity to the Confession of her Faith. Each Christian must for
himself and herself be established in certain conclusions as to divine
things; and this causes unity of testimony in the setting forth of
doctrine; Statements of truth, as made by the collective body of
believers, are mainly founded upon facts in spiritual experience; as
the effectual teaching of the Holy Ghost brings each saved sinner to
defiilite and positive assurance of certain things, these truths find
expression in the Christian creed.
For instance, take the article of the Trinity. Each scholar in this
heavenly school is led to know God the Father as his Father in Christ
Jesus, and to approach Him in the spirit of adoption as the Provider
for all his want8; to know God the Son as his Brother, Mediator,
Saviour, and Surety; to know God the Holy Ghost as the Inspirer or
Breather into himself of a new and divine life which is to last for ever.
Or again, take the Fall of Man. He is made to see himself as a fallen
sinner, to read his own heart as a thing" deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked," to find that he has not a vestige of power left
wherewith to move towards God, or to seek Him. Or, take the Atonement. He is brought to confess his sin over the head of the slain Lamb,
and to perceive that his cleansing and acceptance only come because
the burden of guilt is there laid by the Father and the blood of the
Surety shed instead of his. Or, take the Sovereignty of Grcwe. He
learns that he has been chosen, not for any good in him, but out of free,
unmerited, eternal favour, appointing him, not to wrath but to obtain
salvation, while others are left to perish in their lost estate.
'
I might go on with each truth in Christ's religion. Each doctrine
becomes a fact in experimental knowledge; and, as this teaching is
repeated in every one who is born from above,the whole Church, when
she bears witness, does so with single voice and unfaltering tone; she
is established in doctrine, and her J achin pillar is reared in the threshold
of the house of God. Now, just in proportion as each body of professing Christians, or external visible Church, has within its pale the
true, living members of Christ, so will her testimony as. to doctrine
be sound and pure. Her articles, or liturgy, or confession will be clear
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and simple, and will possess a heavenly unction, just in the degree that
they have proceeded from men who had learnt their knowledge in the
school of vital experimental instruction under one. unerring Guide.
I verily believe that much of our English Church services with her
articles, and the noble confession of the Church of Scotland, were thus
framed.
But in every external church there is " a mixed multitude"-tares
growing up beside the wheat-mere nominal professors, mingling more
or less with those who have received the truth in the love of it. "Blown
about with every wind of doctrine" -is the description of such as have
not been by God himself established in the faith. Driven before some
fancy of the imagination, "unstable as water," they know nothing of
that steady confirmation in the truth, which is the privilege of genuine
converts. And well has a caution been given by a departed saint as
to the interpretation of this expression. "Some have supposed," he
'said, "that to be 'blown about' with winds of doctrine implies a
constant change of views; and they boast triumphantly that, for ten,
twenty, thirty years, they have known no alteration in their opinions.
If you notice a strong wind blowing for many days together frOll a
certain quarter, and carrying things before it hither and thither, do
YOlf not look upon them as ' blown about' with the tempest ~ And
because, for a long season, some one wind of doctrine has carried you
before it in one direction, think you that you are not rightly described
as blown about with it ~ The wind may have set from one quarter,
but it has not the less carried you away with its blast. Settled, firm,
established, is the characteristic of God's children, ' rooted and grounded
in the knowledge of His love.''' This is quite true; and, if we take
that other text, " The double-minded man is unstable in all his ways,"
we may say that the double-minded are those who, while they profess
t<> have in possession the one faith of God's elect, have got another
doctrine of their own which they secretly cherish and uphold; they
speak one language with their lips, and another utterance is from their
hearts; they give in their allegiance to the doctrine which is according
to godliness, but they are traitors to their profession by their departure
, from the truth. By these false members, heresies creep into visible
churches; as they multiply, they drown the voice of the faithful
witnesses; the light of the candlestiQk grows dim, and by and by
Christ comes in anger and removes it altogether. "I will come unto
thee. quickly," is His language to such a declining church, "and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent." Oh!
what reason have we as an eternal church to watch and pray-Help us
to hold fast the form of sound words, and to keep bright the" J achin "
inscription on the glorious pillar which lifts its head on the porch of
the temple!
(2) But, as I have said, God's Church is also established in discipline.
That is a very large word~scipline. It comprehends the whole
conduct of that govemment which Christ exercises over His members.
The Church is a State, of which Christ is the Chief Magistrate, Ruler,
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or King; a congregation, of which He is the representative Priest; a
family, of which He is the Head; a household, over which He is the
presiding "Son" and" Heir." It is the administration of such a
body corporate, which is properly called dif'\cipline. But, because of
the brief nature of these essays, I would only here name two pointsthe discipline of correction arid the discipline of order.
(a) The Church is " established" in both these; and first-In the
discipline of correction. "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. If ye endure chastening,
God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not ~ But, if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are
partakers, then are ye bastards and not sons." This is a universal
law of God's government; and yet, perhaps, there is not one which the
child of the kingdom finds it so hard to accept. When, day by day, he
sees that, in the school into which he is entered, there is no immunity
from suffering, but that even hourly his Master's rod is laid upon him,
not indeed in anger, but in loving, gentle rebuke of the sin that remaineth
in his Adam nature, and when he sees that those who are living without
God come not. into trouble like himself, he asks oftentimes-" Why
am I chastened thus all the day ~ why are my trials so unceasing, so
harassing, so varied ~" Why, Christian, just because thou hast to be
established in discipline, made to know God's abhorrence of thy smallest
sin-which co-exists with His perfect love for thy person. Wouldst
thou be an outlaw, having no part in the State which Christ governs ~
-a camp-follower, having nothing to do with the priest and his rules for
purification ?-a bandit on the mountain, having no place in the holy
household ~-a wanderer, rather than a member of the saved family ~
The law of discipline has no exception. Among the milliQns of the
redeemed, and amidst the immense variety of their cases and circumstances, all are alike in this particular-they come under the discipline
of correction. And yet one and another individual believer-is frequently
led to think-" I am peculiar in my affliction-bearing; other Christians,
seem exempt from such constant and heavy trials; I could point to
many a one who seems far less chastened than I." Ah! if all were
known, it would be apparent that those who seem to have less of the
scourge, do not escape it. Some have more of external trial, some
more of the secret bitterness; some have more of the "outward
fightings," some more of the " inward fears;" some have more pain
of body, some more sorrow of heart; some find the burden heaviest
in the domestic circle, some endure the tossings to and fro on the sea
of an uncongenial and unfriendly world. Each believer in our day,
as well as each Scripture saint of.the ages past, has his" own sore," and
his " own grief;" but all pass under correction, and are "established"
by its discipline.
I cannot but think, that, seeing this necessity for chastening exists
in GOO's true Church, and since the law of discipline pervades His
government, there is very much a fault among us in the total want of
this element in the external churches of our day. In the Exhortation
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preparatory to the" Commination-Service " of the Church of England,
it is said-" Brethren, in the Primitive Church there was a godly
discipline, that, at the beginning of Lent, such persons as stood convicted of notorious sin were put to open penance, and punished in this
world, that their souls might be saved in the day of the Lord, and that
others, admonished by their example, might be the more afraid to
offend." . . . "Instead whereof, until the said discipline may be
restored again (which is much to be wished), it is thought good that
at this time, in the presence of you all, should be read the general
sentences of God's cursing against impenitent sinners," &c., &c. Now,
although I have elsewhere written most strongly against the assumption
of a right to judge the spiritual state of communicants, I do feel that
much good would result from a renewal of that wholesome discipline by
which excommunication followed the commission of open sin. Surely
there should be in every external church a power of placing outside the
pale of Christian fellowship anyone who is living in direct opposition
to the principle of Christ's religion. There should be no open scandal
brought upon the profession of men by the indulgence of fleshly lusts,
of open and deliberate iniquity. And, where insta-nces of this occur
in church-members, if the individual who thus disgraces the name he
bears were put under ecclesia.stical censure, and separated from the
communion of Christian brethren, I believe we should not see so often
such dishonour done to the cause of God by the conduct of professors.
Dishonesty, excess of wine, licentiousness, or habitual, gross inconsistency of any kind, might well fall under this righteous discipline,
and, although there should be always a disposition to restore the
offender in the spirit of love and meekness, yet this is the way to give
establishment to the house of God. St. Paul is most minute in his
directions on this point, and in exhibiting the custom of the early
Church. Writing concerning the sinning Corinthians, he says" Wherefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person; "
and yet he was the first to urge his being forgiven and " comforted,"
" lest he should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow." It would
be well for us if such discipline of correction were introduced into
outward bodies of professing Christians in this our day.
(b). But, again, God esta.blishes His Church in the discipline of order.
In a large household, consisting of many individuals of different ages,
all are not doing the same work, or filling the same office. So with
God's great family. It is made up of many members, all differing
from one another in their age, sta.nding, position, service. God hath
made some apostles, some prophets, some teachers, some helpers. It
is therefore one element in the divine government to keep all these in
their several places, doing their own work, and occupying their own
posts, to God's praise and glory. This is done by the discipline of
order.
How beautifully it is described by the Apostle Paul, in the twelfth
chapter of his First Epistle to the Corinthians, under the figure of a
body! "As the bodyis one," says he, " and hath many members, and
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all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also
is Christ." Now, if we look at the diversities of gifts in the Church of
Christ, we shall see that, as it is said in that chapter, " To one is given
by the Spirit the word of wisdom." You notice in a Christian the
wonderful power which he has of meeting the practical difficulties of his
brethren; the perplexed seem to turn to him instinctively for advice
and counsel. And this word of wisdom is a distinct thing from the
"word of knowledge," which is given to another, who can expound
Scripture, and read gospel-mysteries for the edification of others,
but who is at a loss to help them in their doubts as to points of conflicting duty. In another believer we see" faith," given by the same
Spirit-the simple, child-like trust, which puts aside earthly reasoning,
and receives Divine testimony without reserve, or which confides in
God's love under the darkest dispensations. On another the" gift of
healing" is bestowed; he can deal with troubled, wounded consciences, and bring to them peace. And so I might enumerate the
specialities of various graces-how, as it is said, God hath " set" these
many members in the Church, giving them certain distinct places to
fill, and how the resultant is the firm building up of the whole body of
Christ.
But there must be no schism, no envying, no pushing for places, no
despising of others; the eye must not say to the hand, "I have no
need of thee," nor the head to the feet, " I have no need of you." All
the members are to do their own work in their own place, sharing-the
common benefit and glory. Thus the very spirit of the prophets is
subject to the prophets; for the gifts of the saints are controlled by
the liberty they possess in Christ Jesus-not thrust forward to the hindrance of the general good, but kept in abeyance in their manifestation
by humility and love, so that it may be seen that God is not the author
of confusion, but of peace. This is His discipline of order; and this is
the way in which the J achin-pillar of " establishment" is raised in the
temple of God.
Now, in proportion as this discipline is forgotten in external churches,
do we see them falling into decay and ruin. The striving and envying,
the usurpation of authority by all, rather than the patient performance
of service in each-these are the things which reduce to a low standard
the various bodies of professing Christians. God's discipline of order
is not recognized, and confusion and schism prevail. Perhaps we see
this most in the congregation of "Brethren," where all seek to
be on a level in spiritual position. But no doubt the weakness of our
frailty introduces this disorder more or less into all denominations of
Christians, and makes us feel that God's rule in the discipline of~His
Son's mystical body will but partially apply to the external Church.
Yet let us not forget the perfect law, while we lament the imperfect
practice; and let us pray that the Lord's people may be increasingly
" established" in discipline.
H. There was another pillar in the porch of the temple; and the
name given to it, evidently under Divine direction, was Boaz4
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"Strength." On reading that title, our minds are at once carried
backward to the Book of Ruth, wherein the near kinsman of the
Moabitess bears that name, and stands forth so wondrously as the
Representative-Bridegroom of the Gentile Church. Surely the truth
is immediately and strikingly brought before us, that Christ is the only
strength of His people-that, as the wife assumes her husband's name
(this is the name whereby she shall be called, "The Lord our Righteousness "), so here again the name of the Bridegroom is graven upon
the pillar of the Church of God.
Let us, then, consider how Christ is made the strength of His people.
See how one of the most energetic and faithful members of the true
Church bears testimony to this truth: "When I am weak," says he,
"them am I strong." In proportion as he realized his own frailty,
inability, and instability, Christ gave him to rely on His might, so that
he learnt to " glory in infirmities" (not sins, but infirmities), that the
power of Christ might rest upon him. He hands down to us the answer
given to his importunate prayer for the removal of a cross-" My
grace is sufficient for thee, My strength is made perfect in weakness."
Can we wonder that in this power he is able to give uch a recital as is
contained in 2 Cor. xi. 23-29 ~ And t. Paul' experience is repeated
more or less in every believer. Helpless in himself, he takes hold of
God's strength; he" sta.nds and feeds in the strength of the Lord, in
the majesty of the name of the Lord his God."
Now, if we were to take one sign of false profe- 'on in our day, it
would be weakness. It pervades all external churches where the
Boaz-Saviour has been lost sight of and neglected; it speaks the fact
that the Beloved is away, and cannot be found. Read many of the
religious books of the day; go into Exeter Hall and attend the" Maymeetings," and say if the same truth does not press on the mind-felt
and acknowledged by those who assemble there-there is no " Boaz "
present. Feebleness marks the whole government and economy of the
religious world. But the members of Christ's body-weak, powerless
in themselves-have got one thing to constitute their strength: Christ
the Boaz Whom they love, is theirs; and His name gives a title to the
Pillar of His mystic Temple.
We may notice here, very briefly, that this strength of the Church is
manifested in three forms-it is strength of union; strength for action;
and strength for defence.
1. Strength of union.-The old illustration of the bundle of fagots
well applies to the union of the Christian Church. Weak as each
individual believer, or separate branch of the vine tree, may seem to be
in himself, yet, when bound up by God in" the bundle of Life," he adds
to the integrity of a strength against which the gates of hell shall not
prevail. In vain will the attempt be made to break the power of a
people where not one member stands alone, but each is joined to the
rest, and all are knit together in love. But this union is not a thing
founded on " evangelical alliances" and friendly conferences, in which
men of totally different opinions are induced to suppress all prominent
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points of doctrinal truth, and occupy themselves in discussing minor
subjects, feeling all the while that the questions of vital interest are
kept in abeyance. True union is founded upon the fact that all the
several members of an assembly are" born again" by th~ same Spirit,
are baptized with one baptism, and are in living communion with one
Lord. There is very little difference in the views of God's children on
essential points. The nature of sin, the necessity of a new birth, the
inspiration of the Bible, the imputation of Christ's righteousness, the
value of prayer, the reality of things unseen--on these and many other
like themes, there is almost perfect agreement among those who have
been taught of God.
Because of this union, look at the strength of concurrent testimony.
A servant of God will go on preaching all alone for some years in a
country parish, hardly ever enjoying the opportunity of hearing a
brother's ministry. Feelings of weariness and discouragement will
arise under such circumstances; he will observe that the people get
tired of the old truths always put forth in the same old style and
manner. Perhaps some fellow-labourer comes into the neighbourhood,
and occupies his pulpit. The message is the same; every important
truth is confirmed and set before his hearers, but in such a new light,
with such fresh illustrations and varied experience, that the old dead
tale seems to wake into heavenly life. Strength is given to a fainting
ministry, to a slumbering people; with fresh courage the preacher
and the hearers take up their daily task of reciprocated duty; and
J ehovah is glorified, as the sacred name of Boaz stands out in bright
relief upon the pillar of the house of God. Again, a Christian will have
been pondering for years over the great problem of salvation; in the
multitude of his thoughts within him, he has worked out the vital
questions of experience, and has often asked himself, "Has anyone
felt this, or thought thus before ~" A book comes out by a brother
saint, in which his own spoken but unpublished views are given in
startling fulness of language. An echo answers to the communings of
his spirit; he acknowledges with grateful heart the strength which is
the result of this concurrent testimony for God. Yes, in union is
shown most clearly the power of the living Church, and that the Boazpillar is indeed standing in the temple of the Lord.
2. But this strength is for action.-One wonders how it is possible
that Satan can have so long succeeded in persuading the world that the
religion of Jesus is a thing of inaction-that men and women are
doing God service by retiring from the strife of life into monasteries
and nunneries, instead of working for Christ among their fellows. All
the Christian graces show best in action. The apostle said, " Show me
thy faith by thy works." Yes, even that mysterious principle of trust
in God, which has been well described as " a taking Him at His word,"
comes out necessarily in the action of daily life, teaching its possessor
to perform many an act like that of the widow at the treasury, when
she lent the mite that was her earthly all to Him who had said of old
time-" He that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord; and what.
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soever he layeth out, it shall be paid to him again." Love is a feeling
which springs up within the soul, strong as death, quenchless as the
altar-fire; but its hidden intensity is best manifested in the patient
forbearance, the forgiving tenderness, and the unceasing care of everyday life and (\ltion. Wisdom may seem to us a thing of the closet only;
but no, it is revealed in the word spoken in ~eason, in the "right
answer," in the faithful rebuke, in the gentle consolation of one who
has learned of Jesus. The strength typified by the Boaz-pillar is a
thing to be made visible in action, so that all who approach the templeporch may-recognize the truth of the inscription wreathed around that
mighty column of support, and acknowledge that it is rightly placed
there.
3. Lastly, this strength is given for defence.-The Temple-Church is
in truth as a besieged city; the hosts of hell are all gathered in array
around her, with the one purpose of laying her foundation in ruins.
Looking at her in her fortifications, how well does the Psalmist call
attention to her internal strength! "Walk round about her," says he;
" mark well her bulwarks; consider her palaces." Zion's foes are the
fallen angels, that excel in strength; great is their cunning, their
knowledge, their unity; and they have made the fallen sons of men
like themselves-so that indeed, were it not for the power of God
Himself, made over to His Church, defeat would be sure to follow the
attacks of the enemy. But no; "she hath as it were the strength of
an unicorn; "-" the shout of a king is among them," -may be said
of the besieged Zion; and in these words we seem to hear all the
exultant triumph of the already gained victory. Every assault
of Satan shall be met with discomfiture; and untouched, undefaced,
shall stand for ever the pillars of the temple, J achin and Boaz.
A word of practical comfort. These columns of which we have been
reading, stand in the porch, in the threshold of the temple. Remember,
thou poor wanderer! outside the Temple-outside Christianity, outside
the fortress-outside safety I-but, the moment thy foot crosses the
threshold, thou art within the pillars; establishment and strength are
thine. Thou hast not to penetrate into the inner sanctuary to get
security-this shall be thine after-privilege and joy; but, once a member
of the true Church of Christ on earth, thou hast passed within the pale
of safety. On either side of thee, the two pillars raise their heads to the
eternal sky-Jachin and Boaz-God shall esta1Jlish thee,. Ohrist is thy
strength.
Faith is the exclusive channel or means which God has appointed for
His people's knowledge, possession and enjoyment of justification by
His grace through the merits of Christ. But this faith is a grace-" the
gift of God," and its very nature excludes all idea of merit, for its
possessor looks to Christ alone for all the needs of his soul, for He is " of
God made unto us wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption: that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord."
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18t{JUf'tant lSeac{Jn.
WHAT IS GAINED BY YIELDING TO THE SPIRIT OF THE
AGE ?-WHAT IS LOST BY IT,?
By THE LATE MR. J AMES INSKIP, OF BRISTOL.
A Paper Read at the Evangelical Protestant Union Oonference held
in Manchester, Oct. 13th, 1892.
OUR subject, selected for me, suggests a calm consideration, and an
accurate balancing of gains and losses. This is prudent in all matters,
even in those which are spiritual and heavenly, as well as in the more
carnal and earthly. The Word of God commends this thoughtful
attitude to His servants. They are to "count the cost" when they
propose to follow their Master. They are to contemplate the great
problem, " What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul?" They are to " have respect unto the recompense
of the reward," and are not to shrink from an enquiry concerning the
fruit of those things whereof they are now ashamed.
It is to be assumed by us that there is a tendency affecting human
thought and action, which is shortly described as "the spirit of the
age." This varies from time to time. It is that which largely makes
human history, dealing with external things rather than with unseen
forces. To define all this is not easy, but to be conscious of its existence
and its influence is another matter. Throughout life we must gain
experience of many things beyond our power of explanation, but our
certainty of their existence is not affected by the imperfection of our
knowledge. So, to-day, we cannot doubt the prevalence of such a
spirit as is suggested by the enquiries proposed for our examination,
and answer, as in the sight of God, "What is this spirit?" My own
answer is (but no other person is responsible for it) that our religious
atmosphere is infected by a tendency to exalt man and to dethrone
the Lord Himself. In some cases human reason is set forth as the
judge of all things, and hence men in general are regarded not as fellowcreatures, " by nature children of wrath," but as beings ever advancing
towards a higher development. " Ye shall be as gods" is still the
delusive promise held forth to those who" shall die like men." In
other cases a certain order or caste is exalted at the expense of their
fellow-men, and hence we have priesteraft. Whether the development
be in one shape or the other, the result is very similar, in the sense
already noticed, namely, man, in the aggregate of humanity, or in the
person of a selected order, is set above the position assigned to him in
the Word of God, and necessarily the sense of God's presence, power,
authority, government and judgment is weakened, or, in some cases,
destroyed. Man, instead of being a recipient, becomes a giver, and
from the position of a subject becomes a ruler or a judge. It
may be that in all this we ought to discern a corruption or perversion
of.truth,~and an unlawful attempt to procure for the natural man that
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which is given and secured to the redeemed and renewed childrenwof
God. They are made "kings and priests untoWGod"-they will be
exalted as rulers of His kingdom. But meanwhile the spirit of the
age is working-partly through rationalism and partly by sacerdotalism
-to obscure the Gospel of Christ in our favoured land. Rationalism,
when developed to its logical conclusion, rejects revelation, inspiration,
and external authority, and becomes sceptical, agnostic, or unbelieving,
so as to be scarcely within the range of our subject, which is clearly
intended for religious people recognizing religious limitations. To such
the sacerdotal or sacramentarian development is the more dangerous.
It is the tendency which corrupts revealed religion, and prepares the
way for the religion of the Gospe1. Like Samson's foxes, the two evils
may appear to face in contrary directions, but they are linked together
in the fatal bearing of a destructive force. Let us, therefore, proceed to
consider how the spirit of the age operates upon the religious life of
England, and how Christian men are tempted to make concessions to
this spirit, and then we may see what is gained, and what may be lost
by such yielding.
The Roman Catholic Church is a great fact. It claims to be Christian,
and to be the Church of the New Testament, and yet not one of its
peculiar principles or practices can be traced in that Book, except as
subjects of condemnation. The contrast between the Church consisting: of " all that were in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints,"
and that later body governed by the Pope is extraordinary. Two
links are admittedly necessary to connect the past with the
present, namely, development and tradition. The infallible Word
of God is made void, and a system is set up which has been a
heavy burden upon every country of Christendom. This was
not a sudden change, but was the slow growth of generations in
which concessions for the sake of peace may have borne no unimportant
part. Once and again, in the providence of God, has this system been
driven from England, but never to be destroyed until the brightness
of His coming. She has ever striven to resume her sway over us, and
as there is only one weapon to be wielded against her, when this is laid
aside, or when confidence in its efficacy is shaken, we are in a position
of peril. Closely connected with the system already mentioned are
certain rules of life, doctrines, vestments, ornaments, and ceremonies
well suited to increase its influence and advance its power. There
are the unnatural and ungodly vows of monks and nuns, there is the
monstrous theory of the Lord Himself being brought into a piece of
bread, or of a wafer being changed into His body, there are the shameful confessions to a fellow-sinner, and the shameless questions put by
him to a penitent, there are the gorgeous churches, the splendid robes,
the elaborate music, and the histrionic worship, which for long ages
have been part and parcel of the Romish system. Not only does the
spirit of the age bid us think kindly of these things, but it actually
engrafts them upon a Reformed and Protestant Church, and scoffs at
the sorrow of those who discern the danger and dare to utter a warning
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VOIce. And so arises a temptation, as we deem it, to conciliate
opponents by a policy of concession. The danger may be viewed in
another aspect, as arising from broad or lax views, or from a blind
indifference which tolerates error of every kind. In either way,and
from whatever motive, error is regarded with tenderness, either in the
form of a superstitious creed and idolatrous worship, or in the more
Pantheistic character of shapeless beliefs really approaching unbelief.
One faith is rejected by this spirit under all conditions, and that is the
acceptance of the old, simple, and spiritual teaching of God's Word,
with its exclusive claims and its necessary condemnation of even the
little things, which men may deem trivial, but which frequently
inaugurate a departure from the simplicity of the Gospe1.
Reverting to our enquiry, let us consider some forms in which the
temptation to yield is specially powerful. Perhaps in the forefront
we may place the tendency to suppress plain warnings against departure
from scriptural teaching and worship. It is said that if the truth
be taught, error may be left without any exposure of its character.
"Truth is great and will prevai1." No doubt, but where will those be
found who are arrayed against it ~ Is there to be no voice of warning
for them, and no word of caution for the young and inexperienced ~
The Word of God is clear, too clear for discussion, upon the point, in
its teaching by example as well as by precept, that corruption of the
faith must be regarded and condemned as a grievous offence. But the
spirit of the age requires that witnesses shall be silent, and certainly
shall not, as watchmen upon the walls of Zion, cry aloud against the
delusions of the day. Many hearts echo the sentiment of Ahab concerning Micaiah, "I hate him because he prophesieth evil concerning
me." And this is not easy to be borne. But still a faithful testimony
is, in the end, safest for ourselves. It settles many questions concerning other temptations. The outspoken man is not invited to
stand in slippery places. The spirit of the age rejects him, and in this
there is a measure of safety.
It may be useful if we look at further details. Taking another
point, the spirit of the age demands that we adopt or accept many
things devised or introduced by enemies of the Protestant faith.
Sometimes because they are liked by young people, and sometimes
because they are adopted by other Evangelicals. This temptation
assails both clergy. and laity, although the latter have less power in
the matter than is enjoyed by the former. Are we right in this species
of imitation or concession ~ It brings, or may bring, a temporary
peace with our neighbours, but the old question remains, whether a
religious ceremony or doctrine is right or wrong. If it be wrong, we
are not to follow a multitude to do evi1. The two illustrations thus.
adopted by me, namely, a cessation from controversial teaching and
a toleration of ceremonies copied from Rome and reintroduced after
the lapse of centuries, cover a great part of the ground between thorough
Protestants and all the other shades of Evangelicals known as moderate,
or liberal, or by whatsoever name they choose. The two points branch
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out in many directions, when minutely examined. For instance: A
godly man is invited to preach in a church with superstitious or
perhaps idolatrous decoration and ornaments, or to preach in the
course of a service with unscriptural ceremonies of a significant
character. Ought he to accept the invitation ~ "Yes," if he can
boldly denounce the wrong; but" No," if he be bound to silence in
the face of ornaments and rites which his soul abhors. It is to be
feared that in the vast majority of cases the invited clergyman is deemed
worthy of trust. We must not lightly esteem the plea put forward
by many brethren that they get an opportunity of preaching the gospel
to people who would not otherwise hear it. This motive may be
respected, but is it sufficient ~ Does God's grace require even a
temporary truce with corruption in order that sinners may be converted ~ Surely not. The principle must be the same also for the
laity, who are too lax at the present time. Why should they feel
bound to take part in religious ceremonies inconsistent with the purity
of the Gospel ~ Let me add a word of caution. My illustrations
concern people who are going back from light into darkness. God
forbid that we should discourage any who are coming in the contrary
direction. Such may now see" men as trees walking," but by and
by they will see plainly. These, however, need the discriminating
testimony concerning the truth, " A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump." A known admixture is not to be accepted.
We may now proceed to answer the questions contained in our
subject-" What is gained ~" Some may answer, "Nothing." I
will not so reply, for "they have their reward." There may be
temporary peace, or fame, or advancement; nay, there may be the
soul-satisfying reflection that controversial Christians are troublesome,
unspiritual, and not willing to recognize earnestness and holiness
wherever found. All these things may be enjoyed, but they are not
enduring. The price of them is greater than their value. And it is
when we look at the cost that we perceive the balance of loss. To
God's truth loss cannot finally accrue, but so far as man is concerned,
truth is bartered when we yield to the spirit of the age. This is the
great loss which seems to minimise all other losses, but to ourselves
also there is loss. The faithful testimony brings some unpleasant
consequences, but the compensations are greater. No servant of God
who hears these words would give up his position for such gains as I
have supposed. In a leading article upon the death of the late Hugh
McNeil, the Times wrote of modern Evangelicals as less disliked than
their predecessors, but it added that they were less respected also.
Here is part of the loss even amongst our neighbours. If the salt
lose its savour, its pungency, it will be trodden under foot of men.
But what is the loss to our country, and to our National Church ~ A
gradual declension is made more easy. The mischief done by a
Ritualist is great, but can we say that it is greater than the evil influence
of an Evangelical who yields to the spirit of the age ~ Faith is shaken,
steadfastness is lost, important matters come to be regarded as

The Gospel Magazine

57

unimportant, and the movement of to-day creates a demand for
further advance or concession to-morrow. Can we imagine the loss
in every way if the Apostle Paul had not withstood Peter to the face,
or had not written his doctrinal yet practical Epistle to the Romans,
or had not entered into controversy with the Galatian Church ~ If
John Knox had been silent, what would have been the loss ~ Or, coming
to our own lives, if Charles Spurgeon had not protested against the
down-grade movement, would there have been any balance of gain ~
And yet some who applaud his courage fail to testify against the downgrade in the Church of England. The danger is real, the temptation
is great. It is not that Protestants fail to feel the purpose of the times.
They can enjoy peace; but peace at the cost of truth will not abide.
" Not as the world giveth" were the words of the Master, and they
must be remembered. We may be in perils similar to those of the
Corinthian Church when Paul feared that his converts would be
"beguiled," or to those of the Galatians when Paul inquired who had
"bewitched" them. May God raise up faithful witnesses.
It may be that I have failed to apprehend the meaning of the friends
who framed our programme. If so, may I be forgiven. Only a few
words I add. If it be said that I have not referred to a consistent
life, let it be understood that I have assumed this as the desire of true
Protestants. Moreover, in these days the offence of the cross is not
so much in what is termed a holy life as in a faithful testimony, and I
have desired to deal with the spirit of our own age.
THE BRIDE.
the darkness, storm, and sorrow,
One bright gleam I see;
Well I know the blessed morrow
Christ will come for me.
" Midst the light and peace and glory
Of the Father's Home,
Christ for me is watching, waiting,
Waiting till I come.
"Long the blessed Guide has led me
By the desert road;
Now I see the golden towers,
City of my God.
"There, amidst the love and glory,
He is waiting yet;
On His Hands a name is graven,
He can ne'er forget.
"There amidst the songs of heaven,
Sweeter to His ear
Is the footfall through the desert,
Ever drawing near.
"MIDST
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" There made ready are the mansions,
Glorious, bright, and fair;
But the Bride the Father gave Him
Still is wanting there.
"Who is this Who comes to meet me
On the desert way,
As the Morning Star foretelling
God's unclouded day ~
"He it is Who came to win me
On the cross of shame ;
In His glory well I know Him
Evermore the same.
" Oh! the blessed joy of meeting!
All the desert past!
Oh! the wondrous words of greeting
He shall speak at last!
"He and I together entering
Those bright courts above;
He and I together sharing
All the Father's love:
"Where no shade, nor stain can enter,
Nor the gold be dim,
In that holiness unsullied
I shall walk with Him.
"Meet companions then for Jesus ;
From Him, for Him, made;
Glory of God's grace for ever
There in me displayed.
"He, Who in His hour of sorrow,
Bore the curse alone;
I, who through the lonely desert
Trod where He had gone.
" He and I, in t,hat bright glory,
One deep joy shall share;
Mine, to be for ever with Him,
His, that I am there."
Translated from

PAUL GERHARDT.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Society has recently received valued help from Croydon as the
result of meetings in the Mint Walk Hall. At one held in the afternoon
the Rev. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, preached an excellent sermon
from 1 John iv. 16. Tea was provided, and a Public Meeting followed,
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when addresses were given by the Revs. W. Brooke, A. J. Easter,
R. N. F. Phillips, the Secretary, and_the Treasurer (A. Hayles, Esq).
The local Honorary Secretary, Miss Loosley, of Fairlight, Clyde Road,
Croydon, will be glad to communicate' with any friends in the district.
At Tunbridge Wells interest in this God-honoured work continues to
grow. Through the kindness of the Rev. H. Popham and his friends,
a meeting was held in Rehoboth Chapel. Addresses were given by
the Rev. H. Popham, the Rev. J. Newton, and by the Secretary. Just
now pressure upon the funds is unusually great, but the Lord has been
mindful of the Institution, and has inclined the hearts of several of
His stewards to send generous gifts. The Committee are making a
special effort to increase the annual subscription list, and will be
thankful indeed to any friends who can aid in this necessary work.
The January Quarterly Record is now ready, It contains several
illustrations, and will prove interesting to all who love the Lord's aged
poor and who walk in "the old paths." An appropriate chapter from
Romaine, which might have been written specially for the Society,
appears in this issue. A copy will be sent upon receipt of post-card.
The Rev. W. Lush's Sermon, preached at the HornseyRise Home, on
"The City and the Measuring Line," has been published at one penny.
Copies can be obtained at the Office.
Through the kindness of friends the inmates of our Homes have had
teas and gifts during the past year, and a friend, through Messrs. F. J.
Shaw & Co., has again supplied Roll Text Almanacs for 1911; these,
with Dr. Hawker's Morning and Evening Portions and some of Dr.
Doudney's books, are especially valued by the old folks. Their
temporal moorings have given way, but they have one safe anchorage
which cannot be removed or shaken, and that is the faithfulness of
God in Christ, as displayed in Holy Writ. To them the music of wellknown voices has long been hushed; just as they imagined they had
at last obtained a stable footing, the scaffolding collapsed, the prop
on which they had for a lifetime been leaning failed them, and they
found themselves out amid the pitiless storm. But the ascension glories
of our Lord have not changed His changeless heart nor alienated His
affections, and He has seen fit to use this Society as His instrument of
provision and shelter.
For 104 years the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has been enabled
to carry on its work, and during this period has distributed £425,000
among the poor members of "the household of faith," and this, for
the most part, through the visits of its honorary almoners. The help
given is therefore of a spiritua~ as well as temporal character, and the
Committee seek that all the pensions should be distributed by those
who, by God's grace, are able to speak words of counsel and comfort
to the aged pilgrims, often faint and weary as they journey to their
heavenly home.
f\' J'(
HOPE is like the sun which, as wei journeyo:. towards it,_ casts the
shadow of our burden behind us.---:-Samuel Smiles.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
WE earnestly hope that all the readers of our Magazine may have a
very happy New Year,' and an abundant experience of the Lord's
lovingkindness and tender mercy. We trust they will frequently
remember the EDITOR and his helpers in their prayers, and that they
will endeavour to increase the circulation of the MAGAZINE, so that
larger numbers may enjoy the spiritual benefits derived from its
pages. One important way of doing this is to send donations to the
EDITOR or the Publisher for the free circulation of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
As we go to press the General Election is drawing to a close. It
seems probable that the balance of parties will be much the same as
before. Grave questions affecting the nation and the empire will
come up for discussion when the new Parliament meets. We would
earnestly exhort our readers, therefore, to be constant in prayer that
the Lord Himself would over-rule all things for His own glory, His
people's good, and for the true prosperity of the United Kingdom, and
of the Empire at large. "He doeth according to His will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou ~ "
We deeply regret to record the death of Mr. Henry Miller, the Secretary of the Church Association. He was taken Home on Tuesday,
Nov. 29th, after a serious operation. He was in his sixty-third year.
His removal is a great blow to the Church Association, and to the
Protestant cause in general. He had been connected with the Church
Association for forty-five years. He was a man of fine presence, and
an able organizer, besides being, as we believe, a devout Christian.
Shortly before his death he had organized the" Uplifted Hands"
Prayer Union, with the object of stimulating more prayer in connection
with Protestant work. Much prayer is now needed that God will
provide a suitable successor, and that the Council of the Church Association may be divinely guided in their choice. We commend his widow
and family to the prayers of God's people.
The Odessa Correspondent of the Standard, in a communication
dated Nov. 26th last, gives the following interesting statistics as to the
Jewish population of the world :" At the commencement of the current year the Jews in Russia numbered 5,110,548 souls. The largest Jewish centres are Warsaw, with
254,712, and Odessa, with 138,935 Jews. After Russia, among
European countries, Austria-Hungary contains the largest Jewish
element. In Austria",the Jews number 1,224,899, and in Hungary
851,378, making a total of 2,076,277 Jews in the Dual Empire.
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"The number of Jews in four European capitals are estimated as
follows: Budapest, 186,047; Vienna, 146,926; London, 144,300;
and Berlin, 80,000. There are 282,277 Jews in Germany, 238,275 in
Roumania, 100,082 in Holland, 52,115 in France, 33,630 in Italy,
15,000 in Bulgaria, and 12,264 in Belgium. The largest Jewish centre
in the world is, however, New York, where, according to the Univers
Israelite, the Jews number no fewer than 1,062,000.
"Divided by continents, there are 8,942,266 Jews in Europe, 1,894,409
in Ameriea, 522,635 in Asia, 341,867 in Africa, and 17,106 in Oceania.
On January 1, 1910, the Jewish population of the world was estimated
at 11,894,783. The number of Jews in the United Kingdom, exclusive
of the metropolis, is stated to be 105,988."
We have received the invitation to the Annual Islington Clerical
Meeting, which is to be held (D.V.) on Tuesday, January 10th, 1911, in
the Mildmay Conference Hall. . The meetings will be presided over
by the Rev. C. J. Proctor, M.A., Vicar and Rural Dean of Islington.
The general subject to be discussed is the attitude of Churchmen
towards :I. Recent Criticism both of the Old and New Testaments.
Il. "The alteration proposed by the Lower House of Canterbury
Convocation in the question respecting the Scriptures in the Service
for the Ordination of Deacons."
Ill. Communion and Co-operation with ;(i). Protestant Churches.
(ii). Non-Protestant Churches.
IV. The Law of Marriage.
V. Public Worship.
VI. The Message of the Cross.
Papers on these subjects will be read by themev. W. T. Pilter, Canon
Knowling (Professor of Divinity, Durham University), the Dean of
Canterbury, Canon Aitken, Archdeacon Sinclair, the Rev. J. E. Watts
Ditchfield, the Rev. T. Brocas Waters, and Prebendary Webb-Peploe.
We regret to notice that the word" Evangelical" has no place in
the circular convening this important gathering. We wonder, too,
what the Archdeacon of London will say on " The Attitude of Churchmen towards Communion and Co-operation with Non-Protestant
Churches." In view of the union of Members of the Church of England
and Nonconformists with Romanists on what is called the Sunday
Question, and in view of the hope recently expressed that Romanists
and members of the Greek Church should be invited to the next World
Missionary Conference, we much fear that compromizing views may
be expressed on this topic at the Islington Meeting. Mr. Proctor hopes
that the galleries in addition to the floor of the Hall may be needed on
this occasion. It is always a pleasure to see large numbers, but it needs
to be remembered that distinctive, definite, Evangelical, and Protestant
truth is not popular.
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We observe, too, that there is no mention made of discussion. Formerly this was a feature of the Conference. There surely ought to be
an opportunity for full and free discussion on the topics chosen.
We earnestly hope that the invited speakers will deal with the
subjects on strictly Scriptural lines.
Judging from a recent paragraph in the Standard from it5 Antwerp
correspondent, a large amount of excessive drinking characterizes the
people of Belgium. The correspondent states :-" There are in Belgium
211,617 'estaminets,' or places where drink is sold, averaging one
such place to every 34 inhabitants. Every year 200,000 cases of illness
are occasioned by excess of drink, 20,000 of which result in death.
There are from 600,000 to 800,000 beggars-brought to that state by
intemperance. Fifty per cent of the suicides and 75 per cent of the
cases of imprisonment can be attributed to alcohol.
"In 1904 the expenditure for different alcoholic drinks amounted to
£19,500,000, and of this about two-fifths represented gin alone. In
twenty-five years the consumption of alcohol has increased 54 per cent.
The record for' estaminets ' is held by the small hamlet of ivry, with
2,600 inhabitants, there being 163-all doing excellent busine -or an
average of one to every sixteen inhabitants."
The Report of the Royal Commission on the work in Wales of the
Church of England, and of other denominations was h."Sued on Dec. 3rd.
It is a lengthy document, but we think our readers will be interested in
the following paragraph which appeared in the Standa.rd of Dec.
6th last:" The Commission on the Church in Wales has been the mostremarkable, probably, since Royal Commissions were instituted. Early in its
career three of its members out of nine resigned. Its proceedings were
enlivened by incessant wranglings, an echo of which appears in the
memorandum written, though not signed, by Sir John Williams. The
nine members have contrived to issue five separate reports. One signed
by the chairman, Lord Justice Vaughan Williams and six others, all but
one with a reservation; one signed by Archdeacon Evans and Lord
Hugh Cecil; one signed by Sir John Williams and Mr. J. H. Davies,
and written by the latter; one by the Rev. J. M. Gibbon; and the one
already mentioned written by Sir John Williams, but signed by Sir F ..
Edwards, Sir Brynmor Jones, and the Rev. J. M. Gibbon. Nor does
this exhaust the remarkable character of this conglomerate report. At
the last minute, eighteen months after the last witness had been heard,
and without giving the clergy concerned an opportunity of explaining
their figures, or even submitting their reports to their fellow commissioners, Sir John Williams and Mr. J. H. Davies sent to the printers
elaborate attacks upon the Church statistics and matters which were
never before the commission, and which have little or nothing to do
with the evidence.
"We naturally look first of all for the figures upon which Mr. Asquith
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based his case when he introduced the Welsh Disestablishment Bill
into the House of Commons eighteen months ago, viz., the sitting
accommodation provided by the Nonconformists, and we find the
following among others: Nonconformist sittings, 1901, Anglesey,
population 50,606, 50,707; Cardiganshire, population 60,240, 75,901 ;
Carnarvonshire, population 126,883, 141,912; Merionethshire, population 49,149, 62,466.
"It appears that the number of sittings provided by Nonconformists
is not limited by the requirements of their own adherents, nor yet by
the requirements of the whole population. Another fact recorded in
this connection is that an enormous debt remains on these buildings.
That on the chapels of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists alone amounted
in 1908 to £668,000.
" The relative strength of the various religious bodies as given in
evidence will come as a surprise to English readers who have been
accustomed to hear the Church in Wales spoken of as a negligible proportion of the population. The figures should be prefaced by the
statement that, while the Church party supplied the commission with
the names and addresses of everyone of the 193,081 communicants in
the four dioceses, no lists or names of any kind were submitted by any
of the Nonconformist bodies, beyond a list of chapels and the number
of members, which obviously did not offer any such ready method of
testing as did the Church lists of communicants. The figures, of which
the commissioners state they have no reason to doubt the general
accuracy, are as follows: Communicants, Church of England, 193,081 ;
Congregationalists, 175,147; Calvinistic Methodists, 170,617; Baptists,
143,835; Wesleyans, 40,811.
"These are the figures for the high-water year of the Welsh Revival
(1905), which greatly affected the Nonconformist totals. Since then
each denomination has had each year to mourn a decrease:of some
thousands, while the Church, on the other hand, has recorded a steady
Increase.
"Turning next to the record of the past, we find that the report fully
bears out the testimony of Mr. Gladstone, echoed by the present Prime
Minister on the occasion already referred to, that the Church in Wales
is a growing Church. The increase in the number of communicants
and scholars in her Sunday schools during the last fifteen or twenty
years far out-distances that of any of the other religious bodies. Between
1902 and 1908 the Sunday scholars of the Church increased from 162,296
to 186,393, while the increase in communicants has been still greater,
and not least in rural areas with~a decreasing population. Thus, in the
rural areas of St. David's Diocese, while the population decreased
(1881-1901) by 31,540, the Church communicants increased (18801895) by 10,781.
"Statistics of Church buildings, clerical residences, etc., again bear
eloquent testimony to the vigorous life now pervading the Church in
Wales.
"In conclusion, Archdeacon Evans and Lord.H. Cecil state all bodies
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are doing valuable wgrk, and that it would be a calamity to cripple any
of them."
Though we do not always agree with the Dean of Canterbury, we are
thankful for the following letter which he sent to a recent issue of the
Times in reference to the revision of the Prayer-Book: "The vote of
the Lower House of the Convocation of Canterbury to proceed with a
detailed revision of the Prayer-Book means simply that the Convocations will go on fiddling while Rome is burning. The Church is threatened with a disastrous convulsion by the toleration in its midst of such
Romish abuses as those which have been recently exposed at Brighton
and Thorpe, and the Bishops, like those of Winchester and Chichester,
are in great measure holding their hands on t~e plea that the rules of
public worship are being revised. Meanwhile, the Convocations are
busy with such impertinences as that of expunging, as was doneyesterday, the time-honoured designation of our Sovereign as 'our most
religious and gracious King' from the prayer for Parliament. This
fiddling must, in the nature of the ca.se, go on for years. A General
Election will involve the dissolution of the present Houses of Convocation, and the whole process will have to be gone through again. There
must be another debate on the general question of revision, and every
petty detail will have to be reconsidered. Meanwhile a determined
and fanatical party are shocking the sense of honesty in the nation,
alienating a great part of the laity from the Church, and provoking
some forcible intervention by Parliament. If the Romish leaven
cannot be expelled from the Church under the present Prayer-Book, it
will not be dealt with more easily five or ten years hence, when the
Convocations have ceased fiddling, and when such encouragement as
that of the express allowance of the Vestments has been given to its
representatives. Neither on the part of the Bishops nor on that of the
Convocations is any real attempt visible to avert the real danger of the
Church, and we are consequently drifting in a course which can only
end in disestablishment. The time must come, before long, when an
indignant Parliament will ask whether Bishops and clergy who will
not obey the law can expect to remain established by law."
The following paragraph appears in our excellent contemporary The
English Churchman for Dec. 8th last :-" We wonder what Whitefield
would have said if he had been on Sunday last at the Tabernacle in
Tottenham Court Road which bears his name. The minister, Mr.
Silvester Horne, had been on the previous day returned to Parliament,
so, as a daily paper remarks, 'the congregation's prayers and praises
took the form of giving him a great reception. They rose and cheered
for about two minutes, waving yellow flags and ribbons, and then
wound up with three rousing cheers, in response to which "Mr.
Horne returned thanks.''' Such a use of the Lord's Day is to us an
unmistakable sign of degeneration."

