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ASSURANCE OF FAITH.

" That ye may know that ye have eternal lije."-1

JOHN

v. 13.

IN a very early issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-that for the month
of May, 1771-appeared for the first time the precious hymn,
written by dear AUGUSTUS TOPLADY :" A Debtor to mercy alone,"consisting of three verses. It was subsequently included in a
collection of Psalms and Hymns issued by him, with only one verbal
alteration-" offering" was put in the plural-five years subsequently (1776); and we feel disposed to afford the comp~sition a
very high place among the rich spiritual songs of Zion.
Dr. JULIAN, in his colossal work on Hymnology (1907), revised
edition, says of the hymn that" the 1771 text was included
in SEDGWICK'S re-print of TOPLADY's Hymns. In the older
collections it was in most extensive use, both in the Church
of England and with many of the Nonconformist bodies, but it is
now very generally omitted from modern collections in Great
Britain, although in America it still holds a prominent position."
The original composition is headed "Full Assurance," and the
three staJ,lzas give sweet expression to the language of that
spiritual acquisition. It is proposed by the EDITOR to verify
each line by a reference or references to the Word of GOD,
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and so to promote the edification of the Christian reader who
diligently searches into the inspired proofs on which the sweet
singer of Zion's strains depended for his hallowed sentiments.
The reader will, it is hoped, trace in the SACRED VOLUME the
various Scripture proofs as they occur, and prayerfully meditate
upon each, thus making his study "a means of grace," as the
HOLY SPIRIT may direct.
" A debtor to Mercy alone, [1 Pet. I. 3]
Of Covenant Mercy I sing; [Ezek. xxxvII. 26; Heb vIII. 6]
Nor fear with Thy righteousness on, [Rom. Ill. 22]
My person and off'ring to bring: [Rom. iv. 5--12; Eph. I. 5-8]
The terrors of Law, and of God, [Rom. viii. 1 ; Heb. x. 16, 17]
With me can have nothing to do ; [1 Jno. Lv. 17-19]
My Saviour's Obedience and Blood [Col. I. 13, 14]
Hide all my transgressions from view." [Ps. clli.tt-13; Jno. xix. 30]
The assurance of the repentant believer in JESUS CHRIST, the
REDEEMER, is wholly of GOD Himself, and is therefore irreversible
and eternally absolute. Such repentant sinner, being quickened
by the sovereign power of the HOLY SPIRIT, is taught feelingly to,
rely on the Covenant of Grace, of which the accepted MEDIATOR
and SURETY is substitutionally responsible. All righteousness has
been fulfilled by Him-and all questions on that issue have been
verified by His resurrection from the dead. He is their absolute
security-" kept by the power of God" through faith. Before
the penetrating eye of the JUDGE he stands accepted and complete,
lacking nothing. The Law, which condemns the smallest defectin motive or in conformity to its commands-is satisfied by the
flawless obedience of CHRIST, imputed to him, and justly made his
own, as it was unto ABRAHAM, of whom we read, "He staggered
not at the promise of GOD through unbelief: but was strong in
faith, giving glory to GOD; and being fully persuaded that what
He had promised, He was able·also to perform. And therefore it was
imputed to him for righteousness. Now, it was not written for
his sake alone, that it was imputed to him: but for us also, to
whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up
JESUS our LORD from the dead; Who was delivered for [on account
of] our offences, and was raised again for [on account of] our justi-
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fication. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
GOD through our LoRD JESUS CHRIST: by Whom also we have
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of GOD" (Rom. iv. 20-25; and chap. v. 1, 2).
Thus, the terrors of law and of GOD are equitably satisfied by the
atonement of the cross, and the believer's conscience is assured of
perfect rest and peace evermore. Of the blessed PEACEMAKER it is
once for all written by the HOLY GHOST-" He is our PEACE"
(Eph. ii. 14). It had been previously foretold of Him, " And this
MAN shall be PEACE" (Zech. v. 5). The sacrifice which He
personally offered when He paid the entire debts and liabilities
of His elect people effectually covered and effaced them all; and
so "no more remembrance" can be made of them for ever and
ever! (Heb. x. 17).
Dear TOPLADY goes on to sing :" The work, which His goodness began, [Tltus Ill. 1>-7]
The arm of His strength will complete; [Phll. I. 6, 7]
His promise is Yea and Amen, [2 Cor. I. 20]
And never was forfeited yet: [Hob. vi. 1&-20]
Things future, nor things that are now [Rom. vIII. 33-36]
Not all things below nor above, [Rom. vlIl. 37]
Can make Him His Purpose forego, [Rom. vIII. 38]
Or sever my soul from His love." [Jno. x. 28]
What Divine certainty and security does the gracious and gifted
SINGER hold forth to the believing child of GOD in this seraphic
verse of his holy song! Every line inscribed breathes the language
of " the more sure Word," and stills the murmuring of every doubt
in the believer's heart. Let the reader, then, linger on these
precious six lines of the dear Composer, and seek to be brought
into sweetness of accord with him in his delightful muse. Yes,
the work of GOD'S grace once begun in the heart of a quickened
sinner is the co=encement of an undying "Hallelujah" to
JEHOVAH'S praise. That work is always the Divine pledge of
greater things to come. The half of His love passes all understanding, and no mortal tongue can express its full worth; it
passes all· knowledge! The Promises of GOD in CHRIST will take
eternity to unfold, and to fulfil in the experience of His dear saints!
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Yes; the smallest of those Evangelical pledges is based on the allfulness of GOD'S blessed and beloved SON, and must for His
dear sake be honoured and fulfilled by His FATHER unto. the
uttermost. All things else-past, present, and to come-conspire
in assuring faith, in the weakest believer's heart, that the pleasure
of the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST, regarding him for
time and for eternity is by oath settled in heaven. Not" all things
.below nor above" can shake the stability of that counsel.; and
the LORD JESUS has once for all declared, "Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away" (Matt. xxiv.
35). The whole body of His blood-bought Church, and even the
weakest member of it, are immovable as His very throne itself !
Both it and they are established on the same foundation! The
redeemed are by ties of free and unmerited grace "bound in the
bundle of life with the LORD GOD" (1 Sam. xxv. 29). Who, then,
shall separate what the strength of Divine love has united in
eternal oneness? No separation is possible between the blessed
REDEEMER and His eternally loved Bride. That oneness is
indestructible, inconceivable, eternal! As GOD is true, any change
in it is impossible, Divinely impossible! We have the definite and
final deplaration of the adorable HEAD of the Church Himself in
the seventeenth chapter of JOHN'S Gospel, and that is enough!" These words spake JESUS, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and
said, FATHER, the hour is come; glorify Thy SON, that Thy SON
also may glorify Thee: as Thou hast given Him power [authority]
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou
hast given Him" (John xvii. 1, 2).
What marvel is it, upon this holy truth being richly realized by
the beloved VICAR of Broad Hembury, he should have proceeded
to pen the concluding verse of his gracious hymn, to the immortal
.
praise of His SAVIOUR?
" My name from the palms of His hands [Isa. xlix. 16]
Eternity will not erase; [Song Sol. viii. 6]
Impre88'd on His heart it remains [2 Tlm.n. 19]
In marks of indelible grace; [Nahum I. 7]
Yes, I to the end shall endure, [2 Cor. v. 6-8]
As sure as the earnest is giv'n; [Eph. 1. 13, 14]
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More happy, but not more secure, [Luke xYl. 25)
The glorify'd spirits in heav'n." [Acts YlI. 59, 60; 2 Cor. ilL
17, 1Bl

This last stanza marks the loftiest height attained by the spiritual
aspirations of dear TOPLADY's foreview. It is a sublime hope, and
is strictly in accordance with the Word of inspired truth. Aa the
QUEEN of SHEBA confessed in her amazement when she beheld the
glories of King SOLOMON'S court at Jeruaalem-" It was a true
report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.
Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eye had
seen it; and, behold, the hall was not told me: thy wisdom and
prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard" (1 Kings x. 6, 7).
But the glories and perfections of grace infinitely exceed the vanishing attractions of any earthly court, which utterly pale before them.
A name, written by the KING of kings on His own blessed hands,
is destined to endure for ever-" eternity will not erase" it!
Indelible grace, which inscribed it, will always preserve it from
the effects of time; "it remains" the same" from everlasting to
everlasting." The inheritance of GOD in the redeemed persons
of His people is an imperishable portion; it cost the exceeding
precious blood of His beloved SON, together with the infinite
justifying merits of His impeccable life of substituted obedience
while on earth. The preservation by grace unto the end of time
is pledged by GOD'S infallible Word unto every elect vessel of His
matchless mercy. " Lest any hurt it," He has pledged His precious
Name-and that must be maintained unsullied evermore. The
" earnest" of the HOLY GHOST is given to the believer in CHRIST as
his most sure TOKEN; and nothing can either rob him of, or render
of none effect, that inestimable GIFT. He is sealed with the signet
of the MOST HIGH, and no power of earth, or hell, can violate that
holy impression! He is "kept" by the power of GOD, and that
is Omnipotence! " The glorified spirits in heaven are more happy,"
but absolutely not more safe than is the little one on earth who
has been chosen, loved, redeemed, and called by the quickening
SPIRIT of the ALMIGHTY! True, the weak and tempted one may
not be able alike at all times to realize fully that blissful certainty-·
but GOD'S grace, free and changeless, has given it unto him, for
CHRIST'S dear worthiness' sake, and it is most surely his own-His
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own, and for evermore! It is in the gracious enjoyment of this
privilege that there is tasted something of "the communion of
saints," and what-dear brethren-is not that, even now amid
all OUI manifold imperfections! Let us, then, thankfully, praisefully, and adoringly continue to "rest" in' the LORD JESUS and
in His finished work, that we may indeed triumphantly" stand in
our lot at the end of the days" (Daniel xii. 13).
Thanks be unto OUI GOD for this precious, precious hymn by
His once sufiering, but now glorified, servant!
THE EDITOR.
Olilton, Bristol.
"OPEN MY EYES!"
Ps. cxix. 18.
(SUGGESTED BY A SERMON.)

o THOU

Who opened'st blinded eyes
In age long passed away,
Who art " the Same" in power and grace,
Open my eyes to-day.
Open my eyes to see my sin,
And Thine all-cleansing blood,
Which makes the guilty white as snow
In holy sight of God.
Open my eyes, that I may see
Thy perfect righteousness,
Which is imputed unto souls
That know they none possess.
Open my eyes that when, at length,
My earthly life is o'er,
I may with gladness see Thy face
In Heaven's bliss evermore.
ISA.

GOD hath made promises of His special presence with His saints in
suiIering. If we have such a Friend to visit us in prison, we shall do
well enough. God will hold our head and heart when we are fainting.
" I will be with him in trouble." What if we have more affiictions
than others, if we have more of God's company 1 God's honour is
dear to II:im.; it would not be for His honour to bring His children
into sufferings and leave them there; He will be with them to animate
and support them; yea, when new troubles arise. "He shall deliver
thee in six troubles."-Thomas Watson.
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THE LORD'S MERCIES.
" I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever."-Ps. lxxxix. 1.

AT no time is it inappropriate for the Lord's people to sing of the
Lord's mercies, but the beginning of a New Year is especially suitable for this spiritual exercise. As they look back upon the old
year they cannot but be deeply sensible of the Lord's mercies.
Trials as well as joys may have been their portion, but" goodness
and mercy" have ever attended them. What reason, then,
has each believer, as he stands at the threshold of aNew Year,
to say, "I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever." When
the inspired Psalmist penned these words, it seemed as if there
were no mercies to sing about. It seemed as if God had forsaken
His people and broken His Covenant. "Thou hast cast off and
abhorred; Thou hast been wrath with Thine anointed. Thou
hast made void the Covenant of Thy servant; Thou hast profaned
his crown, by casting it to the ground." Hence the Psalmist goes
on to ask, "Lord, where are Thy former lovingkindnesses [mercies]
which Thou swarest unto David in Thy truth 1 " (verses 38, 39, 49).
Yet in spite of God's seeming abandonment of His people, the
Psalmist says, "I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever."
'¥by was this 1 He knew that in reality, "The Lord will not
cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance." His
counsels are i=utable. His faithfulness is unchangeable. He
says, "My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is
gone out of My lips." Thus, even in times of adversity, as well as
in times of prosperity, the Lord's people have reason to sing of His
mercies. "0 come," then, at the beginning of this new year and
" let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock
of our salvation."
In the first place, observe that the mercies of which we should
sing are divine mercies. They are the mercies of the Lord. They
a;re the mercies of which He is the source. They proceed from
Him. He has bestowed them. Our spiritual mercies are all from
Him. It is "through the tender mercy of our God" that "the
Dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give light to them that
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into
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the way of peace." It is "according to His abundant mercy"
that He "hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (Luke i. 78, 79 ; 1 Pet
i. 3). The gift of His dear Son, the redemption wrought out by
Christ, the gift of the Holy Ghost, and all the blessings of
redemption are the outcome of God's eternal mercies.
In like manner He is the source of all our temporal mercies.
J acob recognized this when he said, " I am not worthy of the least
of all the mercies, and of all the truth which Thou hast showed unto
Thy servant." Jeremiah recognized the same ~ruth when he said,
" It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because
His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great
is Thy faithfulness" (Lam. iii. 22, 23). Divine mercies, then,
should be the theme of our song.
Observe next, that the mercies of which we should sing are
Covenant mercies.
They are the mercies promised to David in the Covenant. God
says, " I have made a Covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto
David My servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up
thy throne to all generations..... My faithfulness and My mercy
shall be with him. . . . My mercy will I keep for him for evermore,
and My Covenant shall stand fast with him. His seed also will I make
to endure for ever, and His throne as the days of heaven" (verses
3, 4, 24, 28, 29). These Covenant promises have their ultimate
fulfilments in Christ, Whom God raised up to sit on David's throne.
They presuppose the promises of the everlasting Covenant, and
are really a part of them. In that Covenant God promised all
spiritual blessings to Christ as the Head of His people, and He
promised them to Him, so that Christ, as the Surety of the Covenant,
might procure and bestow these blessings upon all the members
of ·His mystical body (see Titus i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 9). To this end
God "laid help upon One that is mighty." He laid help upon
Christ Who, through His substitutionary and atoning death, is
mighty to save all His people from their sins. The mercies which
God's people enjoy are therefore Covenant mercies. They are
mercies which were arranged for before the world began. They are
mercies purchased by the precious blood of our great Surety. They
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are mercies which have been bestowed upon God's chosen people
by the Holy Ghost. They are "the sure mercies of David"
(Isa. Iv. 3).
Let us sing, then, of the Covenant mercies of the Lord.
Note, further, that these mercies are eternal mercies. " Mercy
shalt be built up for ever." "My mercy will I keep for him for
evermore" (verses 2, 28). What a comfort is this thought to the
believer! As he reviews the past year, he realizes that mercy has
daily compassed his path. The Lord's compassions have been
"new every morning." Trials many have been experienced, but
mercies have never been absent. Oftentimes they have abounded.
And now, as he goes forth into the new year, he is assured that
"the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear Him." Thus every day of the new year is provided
for. All its needs are covered. " For the mountains shall depart,
and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith
the Lord that hath mercy upon thee" (Isa. liv. 10).
" Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord,
Eternal truth attends Thy Word:
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore,
Till suns shall rise and set no more."
Let it now be observed that these mercies are exhibited in God's
faithfulness.

The Lord's mercies and His faithfulness go together. The
latter is a constant exhibition of the former. Hence the Psalmist
says, "I will sing of the mercies of the Lord . . . with my mouth
will I make known Thy faithfulness to all generations. .. Mercy
shalt be built up for ever. Thy faithfulness shalt Thou establish
in the very heavens" (vv. 2,3). God is faithful to all the promises
of the everlasting Covenant, and His unchanging faithfulness
secures the continual manifestation of His Covenant mercies. How
full of coffifort and encouragement is this thought to all who have
an interest in the Covenant! Our God is " the faithful God, which
Reepeth Covenant and mercy with them that love Him and "keep
His commandments to a thousand generations" (Deut. vii. 9).
These twin attributes of God ever attend Him: "Mercy and truth
shall go before Thy face" (ver. 14). All the Divine movements are
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preceded by Mercy and Truth. "They are the harbingers and
heralds of the Lord." In all His dealings with His people they
are never absent. "All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth
unto such as keep His Covenant and His testimonies" (Ps. xxv. 10).
Moreover, as "mercy and truth" precede the Lord, "goodness
and mercy" follow His people. Thus every child of God is
warranted to say, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever."
Now, if the Lord's people are compassed about with Divine
mercies, mercies promised in the everlasting Covenant, mercies
which are never ending and eternally sure, surely they have some"
thing to sing about.
Therefore, let them "sing of the mercies of the Lord." Let
them begin the new year with singing. He hath put a new song
into their mouths. Let them therefore sing it. They should sing
of His mercies individually. Let each believer call to mind the
many mercies which he has experienced, and sing with grace in his
heart to the Lord. Let the Lord's people sing in consort. "0
come, let us sing unto the Lord." "0 magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt His Name together." "Sing unto the Lord, 0 ye
saints of His." Let them sing of His mercies to their children,
"to all generations." "Sing unto Him ... talk ye of all His
wondrous works" (Ps. cv. 2). Let them sing of His mercies
always. They will always have reason to do so. Therefore let
them say, " I will sing of Thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of Thy
mercy in the morning, for Thou hast been my defence and refuge
in the day of my trouble." "I will sing unto the Lord as long as
I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being" (Ps.
lix. 16; civ. 33).,
Finally, let the Lord's people look forward to singing of the
Lord's mercies in eternity. "I will sing of the mercies of the Lord
for ever." The Lord's people may often while here sing in a minor
key. But the day is coming when all their trials shall be ended.
Then, "The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away"
(Isa. xxxv. 10).
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Then they will sing "a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain,
and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred
and tongue and people and nation" (Rev. v. 9).
But even now, despite the difficulties, trials, and temptations of
life, let us seek for grace to sing of " the mercies of the Lord."
" Sing of His dying love;
Sing of His rising power;
Sing how He intercedes above
For those whos,e sins He bore.
"Sing on your heavenly way;
Ye ransomed sinners, sing,
Sing on, rejoicing every day
In Christ, the eternal King.
" Soon shall ye hear Him say,
, Ye blessed children, come' ;
Soon will He call you hence away,
And take His wanderers home.
" There shall our raptured tongue
His endless praise proclaim,
And sweeter voices swell the song
Of Moses and the Lamb."

Bath.

THOMAS ROUGHTON.

DIVINE GUIDANCE.
GOD had spoken words of promise to the people of Israel, and no
matter if the cloud remained stationary twenty years instead of a few
days, God had said, I will take you into the land of Canaan, and this
ought to have been enough for them. Mark the impatience which
these people exhibited. And there is here much practical instruc·
tion to God's people. How often do you say, I am as convinced
as that there is a God in heaven, that God will stand by His
promises; He is "not a man that He should lie, neither the son
of man that He should repent "~ You say this, and you say well;
but, then, what do you do 1 You go upon your knees in the attitude
of prayer, and by the light of God's Word you ask for what you think
you ought to ask for-that which is for the Lord's glory and your own
spiritual good, and that which He stands engaged to give. All this is
reasonable, and right, and Scriptural. But then you go a step further,
and you are not satisfied to wait God's time. You, like the people of
Israel, want the Lord to go forth at your bidding. He must do what
you require now and in the way you choose.-W. H. Krause.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Remember, 0 Lord, Thy tender mercies and Thy lovingkindnesses,. for
they have been ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor
my transgressions: according to Thy mercy remember Thou me for
Thy goodness' sake, 0 Lord."-Ps. xxv. 6, 7.
WHAT rich ground for pleading has the Psalmist by Divine inspiration
here set before us! Yea, the only solid, sure, and effectual ground on
which poor needy undone sinners can dare to hope, even " Thy te-nder
mercy." Not mere mercy for mercy's sake. That would be a Divine
and sovereign act. But Jesus being brought into it, makes all God's
mercy to His children" tender mercy." It is for Jesus' sake; it is
because of Him, His perfect offering, His Divinely wrought righteousness, His mediatorial work, and His perfect obedience. It is this
which brings tender mercy from the Father's heart, looking as He ever
does upon His dearly beloved Son, and accepting and blessing us in
Him. He looks not beyond Him. In Him He sees all the perfections,
all the fullness, all the work covenanted for, perfectly wrought out and
finished; and in Him He, the Father, is satisfied.
It is when the child of God-new-born into the family of grace and
adopted into the relationship of son or daughter of the Lord God
Almighty-enters into this knowledge, that all is for Jesus' sake, that
he can go boldly unto the throne of grace and plead his cause. He
can take up the language of our text and say, " Remember, 0 Lord,
Thy tender mercies and Thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been
ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions:
according to Thy mercy remember Thou me for Thy goodness' sake,
o Lord."
Let us, in dependence upon the teaching and anointing of the Holy
Spirit, break up this text, in the prayerful desire that each reader,
with the writer, may receive his appointed portion.
The Psalmist first pleads the " tender mercies" of his God, and His
" lovingkindnesses" which have been ever of old. It is an ancient
love, well tried and well proved, and though all down the ages that
tender mercy has been displayed towards countless multitudes of
redeemed needy sinners, yet it loses.nothing of its power and efficacy.
The love, mercy, and pity of God are as fresh to-day as they were in
the eternal counsels, before the ages; as they were when, foreseeing
the fall of man, He made a gracious provision and remedy for sin;
and as real to-day as when" He gave His only begotten Son" to die,
" the Just for the unjust," on Calvary. To-day His children plead that
mercy, and find it the same as did the patriarchs, prophets, psalmist,
Old Testament and New Testament saints. Of this mercy we sing :" Lord, how tender is Thy mercy,
Free as tender, rich as free,
Pitying, pardoning chief of sinners,
Pitying, pardoning even me.
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" Mercy tender, pity tearful,
Find their fount Divine in Thee;
Flowing thence, they seek the thirsty•
Seeking, find that thirst in me.
" 'Twas Thy mercy, 'twas Thy pityEre creation, sin, or manMoved Thee, true and faithful Kinsman,
To secure redemption's plan.

•

" Then, when time had coursed the ages,
Mercy, Pity sped to earth;
Cam'st Thou forth, the Man of Sorrows,
For our sorrows-lo, Thy birth!
" Sweet Thy mercy, deep Thy pity,
Sweeter, deeper, day by day;
Deeper, as life's shadows deepen,
Sweeter, as earth's joys decay.
" Soon, oh soon, in Salem's city,
Midst the ransomed sinner-host,
I shall sing the mercy triune,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost."
Mercy, God's mercy, is past measure, past count. It is " great above
the heavens." It puts sweetness into all His other glorious attributes..
It brings Jesus down to us and brings us thus in Him to God our
Father. Looking upon His dearly beloved Son, the Father will
ever, because of Him, be pitying and pardoning chief sinners. He
is propitious to them for Jesus' sake. As our beloved Mr. Ormiston
declared recently from the pulpit: "Grace·forgiven sinners hold
very exalted views of the greatness of God's mercy, and speak very
tenderly of it;" and again: "Oh! be satisfied with the mercy of
your God. It endureth for ever."
The Psalmist pleads with his God to remember and remember not.
" Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; according to Thy mercy remember Thou me for Thy goodness' sake, 0 Lord."
Faith, gracious faith, constantly pleads at the mercy-seat for a renewal
of forgiveness, a restoration of soul, a fresh application of the blood of
sprinkling, and that the Lord would again speak His pardoning
delivering word, "I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy trans·
gressions." "I am He that blotteth out thy transgressions, and will
not remember thy sins." There are the past and the present dealing
with sin in the believer.
Then prays the Psalmist: "According to Thy mercy remember
Thou me for Thy goodness' sake, 0 Lord." What a beautiful word is
that according. It speaks of something above and beyond man's
calculation. The reconciled sinner and a forgiving Father meet on
the peace-speaking ground which is sprinkled with the precious blood
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of His dear Son. "Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to Thy
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies
blot out my transgressious," the Psalmist prays in the fifty-first Psalm.
It is the glorious prerogative of Jehovah to show mercy. What Divine
. majesty and greatness of power are set forth therein! What grandeur
of language, what condesceniling pity are joined in those words of
Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6, 7: "And the Lord descended in the cloud, and
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the
Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and ahundant in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty." It is not mercy
in the abstract. It is mercy for Jesus' sake under which His children
find their covert and release. It is pity joined with power. It is
mercy blood-dipped; it is full discharge to guilty sinners who have
"nothing to pay;" it is the antithesis of misery. It is the Divine
and the human meeting in the God-Man. It is holy mercy, for
where God pardons, He also heals for Jesus' sake, Who alone can do
'helpless sinners good. Hence the Psalmist can plead with his God
according to the righteousness of Another found in him: "Judge me,
o Lord, according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity
that is lllme." "I will praise the Lord according to His righteousness,"
Well he knew that he had none of his own otherwise, and that" He
hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to OUI
iniquities." His pleading is on the ground of the mercy and the
perfect righteousness of Him Who cannot lie: "Quicken Thou me
according to Thy word;" "Strengthen Thou me according unto Thy
word;" "Let Thy mercies come also unto me, 0 Lord, even Thy
salvation, according to Thy word." He praises the Lord Who has
" dealt well with Thy servant, according unto Thy word." He prays,
" Let Thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, according to Thy word
unto Thy servant." Many such passages we find throughout the
Psalms, in which David pleads according to the mercy and compassion
of his God. And all the living family in Zion urge their pleas at the
throne of grace upon the same ground of mercy. They will also adopt
the language of the prophet Isaiah and say, " I will mention the loving·
kindnesses of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all
that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward
the house of Israel, which He hath bestowed on them, according to
His mercies, and according to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses."
Brethren, who can fathom " the love of the Lord toward the house
of Israel"? We need put Jesus into everyone of these words, and
answer it according to Him. No wonder we find this word used by
Paul in his epistle, to highly exalt our precious Jesus. "We know that
all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose"; "Now the God of patience
and consolation grant you to be like-minded one toward another
according to Christ Jesus:" "According as He hath chosen us" ;
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" According to the power that worketh in us"; "According to the
working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself" ;
" But my God shall supply all your need, according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus"; "According to His mercy He saved us." And
that is whereon the Psalmist of our text pleads: "For David speaketh
concerning Him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is
on my right hand, that I should not be moved: therefore did my
heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad." And you and I, beloved reader,
plead with the inspired Psalmist, '.' Remember, 0 Lord, Thy tender
mercies and Thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according
to Thy mercy remember Thou me for Thy goodness' sake, 0 Lord."
And He Who cannot deny Himself, who "hateth putting away,"
Who will not refuse His dearly beloved Son, accepts us and blesses us,
according to Jesus. And grace·saved, mercy-blessed sinners can join
with the Apostle Peter and say, "Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead."
This is tender mercy indeed! Oh, for hearts renewed, sanctified,
and cleansed to praise aright the tender mercies bestowed upon us!
How one loves to ponder on the truth that all God's mercy to His
children is tender mercy. It is not simply mercy from a just and holy
God. It is not arbitrary mercy. But it is tender mercy because it
comes blood-dipped through a precious Redeemer. It is a Father's
forgiveness through the Son of His love. And the knowledge of this
free and tender mercy should serve to make us very tender with others.
" Forgiving one another even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven
you." Mercy is a levelling grotmd for sinners, and it is likewise an
exalting ground for saints. No wonder that the grace-exercised heart,
the one who has been taught his lost and ruined condition out of Christ,
and who f1ees for refuge to the mercy-seat, cries out, " Let Thy mercy
come also unto me." He who pleads thus, pleads an eternity in his
prayer. He pleads for that mercy which is great, tender, rich, free,
abundant, everlasting, Divine. It is beyond conception; unspeakable,
a fathomless abyss! Herein, as the hymn says, " All Divine perfections
meet to reconcile rebellious man." And, as one \vriter says: "All
that are chosen are vessels of mercy; all that are regenerate are
patterns of mercy; all that are saved are monuments of mercy; and
the work of heaven is to sing the loud praises of mercy." And these
trace all up to the Fountain-head of their bliss and happiness, and
sing with the sainted Kelly :" The stream that from the fountain flows,
The fountain of eternal love,
Imparts its virtue as it goes;
A gift all other gifts above.
'Tis life and peace Divinely giv'n,
'Tis mercy coming down from heav'n.
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" How blessed to enjoy the gift,
To taste of mercy here below,
, In humble thankfulness to lift
Our hearts to Him Who saves us so!
To know His love, how great it is,
To own and feel that we are His !
"We look to see Him as He isThis honour to His saints is givenTo see the glory that was His
Before the world began, in heav'n;
To see His face, to share His throne,
And give the praise to Him alone."

You, beloved readers, and the writer, have now reached another
stage in life's journey. The last month of 1911 is entered upon as we
write; and as we sta.nd at the threshold of another year we are constrained once more to adopt the custom which has been fraught with
sacred associations in years past, and speak of those who have been
gathered into the heavenly garner during the past twelve months. It
has been a peculiarly solemn year of bereavements. The Heavenly
Husbandman has been gathering largely of His ripe fruit and garnering
His shocks of corn. These calls have been a voice to us " that remain."
Many of our choicest and oldest friends have been taken from us, and
we are the poorer by far for their removal. But we would joy in
our sorrow in thinking of them at home, at rest, and" for ever with
the Lord" Whom they loved and by Whom they were eternally
loved.
We are still in the lowlands, and have to endure daily the conflict
with sin and Satan. Yet we, too, "are journeying to the place of
which the Lord hath said, I will give it you," leaning upon our Guide
and trusting to His all-overcoming grace, which made them " more
than conquerors."
It may be that those dear ones taken from us were to be safely
sheltered ere heavier storms of judgment fall on our guilty land. For
the Lord has surely a controversy with England, which, as a nation,
has so grievously departed from the living God. They .!Iew as " doves
to their windows;" they have returned unto their true, safe, and
eternally abiding ark. The Lord's time had come for them, and they
had received the royal mandate: ." Come up higher." Their work
was done, and Jesus would claim His blood-bought right that they
should be with Him where He is, to behold His glory. The joy of the
Redeemer was entered into when He called dear Mr. Moss, of Croydon,
through a baptism of suffering, to the land of " no more pain; " dear
Mrs. Varney, of Torquay, to know no more intervening clouds of
doubts and fears, but to know as also she was known; the Rev.
J. M. Walker, of Cheltenham, who long had delighted in preaching the
unsearchable riches of Christ, and was suddenly translated to see the
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Beloved of his soul. Again, after prolonged taking down of the poor
weary and worn-out tabernacle, the much beloved" Mary of Leicester,"
as a weary child, fell asleep in Jesus. The month of July w.as surely
a memorable one! Following quickly upon the departure of dear
Mrs. Osmond, came the summons to yet another of the Lord's aged
servants, and Mr. Henry Parker, one. of the devoted hearers of the
beloved Mr. Ormiston, at Holloway, in former years, was called to
leave the weary body and be at rest. And He Who " giveth none
account of· His matters," but to Whose inscrutable will we desire to
bow and say, " Even so, Father," took from us unexpectedly dear Miss
Margaret Bennett, of Tilehurst, and the beloved and revered Rector
of Peldon, the Rev. D. L. Johnson, both in the prime of life, ere the
month had run its course,. Faithfully and untiringly had dear Mr.
J ohnson delivered his Master~s message, and how gladly the oft-weary
labourer must have heard the Master's" Well done; enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord." Then another aged one-the widow of the
late beloved Dr. Doudney-was called to lay down the burden of the
flesh' in August, and removed from these cloud-lands to the endless
sunshine of Immanuel's land. Another aged friend of our beloved
EDITOR, the widow of Captain Kearney White, was gathered, and also
his long-tried and trusted friend, Mr. J. Maden Holt, was swiftly
translated-in a moment. Mr. Thomas Freeman, a humble follower
of the Lord Jesus and for many years the devoted Superintendent
of St. Mary-Ie-Port Lord's Day Schools, also" was not, for God took
him" in his sleep. "Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labours; and their works do follow them."
And there were others, more or less familiarly known to the writer.
But faith bows to the Divine decree; blesses the Lord for the grace
so evident in the lives of those taken, which grace made their fellowship
with us very sweet and holy in the Gospel. We desire to follow on,
and to be ready for our su=ons whensoever it is His will to say,
" Come up higher," to join the ransonied throng around the throne-in
singing eternal hallelujahs to the Lamb Who redeemed us unto God
by His blood. May the solemn watchword be ever sounding in our
ears and temper our lives, that we walk soberly and righteously in
this present evil world-" Wherefore be ye also ready, for in
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh." And if
spared to enter and walk in the days of 1912, may it be a fruitful
year to our souls, a fruitful year of love, a fruitful year il) all the
graces of the Spirit flowing forth in abundant exercise to the glory of
Him Who hath redeemed us. Thus may we indeed have a truly Happy
New Year, and all 'because of the mercy in Christ Jesus which gives
His children encouragement day by day to plead, " Remember, 0 Lord,
Thy tender mercies and Thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been
ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to Thy mercy remember Thou me for Thy
goodness' sake, 0 Lord."
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OUR PORTRAIT.-BISHOP HALL, D.D.
(A VERBATIl4 DESCRIPnVE SKETCH AS IT APPEARED IN" THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE" FOR AUGUST, 1779.)
.
Life of the celebrated BISHOP HALL, formerly Lord Bishop of Norwich.
[With his HEAD, curiously engraved.]
.
JOSEPH HALL, D:D., was born at Ashby-le-la-Zouch, Leicestershire,
in 1574; his father having a small estate in that county. Having gone
through grammar-learning, he was sent to finish his studies in Emanuel
College, Cambridge, where he took his degrees, and became one of the
fellows. During his stay at college, he was so remarkable for his
graceful oratory, that he was called the English Seneca; and indeed,.
if any person will carefully peruse his writings, it will be found, that he
was not undeserving of such an appellation.
After seven years spent in the university, he left it with great applause,
and was presented to the living of Halsted, in Suffolk, by Sir Thomas
Drury; and there he married a wife, with whom he lived happily fortynine years. In 1605 he went over to Flanders with Sir Edward Bacon,
where he had an opportunity of making himself acquainted with all
the superstitious practices in the church of Rome, and entered into
conferences with several of their priests. Upon· his return home, he
was presented to the living of Waltham in Essex, and soon after took
his degree as doctor in divinity. He was at the same time appointed
chaplain to Henry, Prince of Wales, who took great pleasure in reading
some of his pious meditations, and was particularly charmed with two
sermons he had heard him preach at court. Dr. Hall, however, did not
much relish a life at court; and, having obtained his dismission, he
retired to Waltham, where he'discharged his duty for the space of
twenty-two·years. Meantime he was made one of the prebendaries of
Wolverhampton, and in 1616 the king appointed him dean of Worcester.
In 1617, he attended the king into Scotland, as one of his chaplains;
and in 1618 he was sent as one of the commissioners to the synod at
Dort, along .with several other ·English divines. The climate not agreeing with his health, he obtained leave to return; but he first preached
an excellent sermon in Latin to the assembly, and the States-General
rewarded him with a gold medal.
In 1624 he was offered the bishoprick of Gloucester; but refused it,
for reasons we are unacquainted with. However, in 1627 he accepted
of the see of Exeter. As he had been brought up among the Puritans
in Emanuel College, so he always favoured those people; only that
he never approved of a Presbyterian forin of church government: for
he wished to see a moderate episcopacy established, as it was in the
primitive church; and this induced him to write in defence of the
bishops, when they were attacked by the parliament in 1641.
In November that year' he was translated to the see of Norwich;
but he had no sooner taken possession of it, than he and some of the
other bishops were committed prisoners to the tower. In 1642 he was
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released, on giving a bond of three thoWland pounda security; and
then he retired to Norwich, where 'he lived peaceably about a year.
But at that time the act of sequestration having passed, he was mentioned in it by name, and all his revenues· were seized. on. Having been
always of too generous a disposition to save money, he was reduced to
great straits;. and lived .in a small cottage near that cit)C, till 1656,
when he died, in the 82d year of his age. He was buried in the churchyard of the parish of Higham near Norwich; for in his will he ordered,
that his boOY should not be interred in the church, looking on places
set apart for divine worship as too sacred for any dead body to be
buried in.
As an author, bishop Hall's character standa high in the literary
world. In his controversy ·with the Roman catholics, none excelled
him; for, while he overthrew tbeir tenets by scripture and reason, he
conducted himself with so much moderation, that even his opponents
esteemed him.. As a writer in defence of episcopacy, he must be con:
sidered in ·a still more elevated point of view.. He never sought to
establish a lordly prelacy, but only that plain episcopacy which took
place in the primitive times, upon the plan laid down by archbishop
Usher and archbishop Leighton. Mr. Ambrose, a pious presbyterian
minister, speaking of episcopacy, .says, that he would have gladly
.
embraced that contended for by bishop Hall.
But the last view, in which we are to consider him, is as an excellent
writer. And bere the author of this repeats with chearfulness what a
noble lord once told him, that" Bishop Hall was the first person who
ever wrote English prose to perfection." It is certain, that he has
something in his manner of writing different from all the authors we
ever yet read. It has been much complained of by people, that they
ca'nnot remember what they read. This is partly owing to their own
negligence, and partly to the author's manner of writing. But let any
person read a single page in BISHOP HALL'S CONTEMPLATIONS, and if
he does not remember one half of it, his memory must be very irretentive. It is an unspeakable loss to the public, that his practical works
are so scarce, that it is difficult to procure them; for surely nothing
could be more acceptable to the pious christian of every denomination,
than the perusal of them.
•
You may and ought to get especial rejoicing faith out of sanctified
aBlictions. Thus: "Whom God. doth correct and' teach, him He
loves, he is blessed (Ps. xciv. 12; Heb. xii.' 6): God doth so to me :
therefore I may believe myself to be blessed and loved." Sanctified
aBlictions are very good evidences. There are those who w\luld not
have lost their sufferings, temptations, aBlictions, for any good. The
blessed Spirit hath taught them that way many a Divine'truth by
heart out of the Word; they are sensible of it, and fiom it conchide
the love of God in Christ to them; and thence they have joi and
comfort,-'' that joy that angels cannot give, and devils cannot take;'
Sanctified~troubl~s ~re tokens of special love.-Ohris~pher Fowler.. .
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NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY THE·REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR, AT ST. MARY-LE,PORT,
BRISTOL, ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER] 7TH, 1911.
" But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth he
meditate day and night."-Ps. i. 2.
THE first composition in the Book of Psalms, one hundred and
fifty in number, has been placed in its present position by 'the
hands of godly men. The order in which the Psalms stand does
not form a necessary part of inspiration, but God gave men wisdom
profitable to direct in placing them in position. This Psalm is
notably a preface to the Book of Psalms. It is in the first place
one that has to do with the people of God considered individually.
"Blessed is the man." The separated man-separated by the
grace of God and the power of God to believe on His holy Name
and in His precious truth. "Blessed" or happy. More than
happy; for in the original the word is in the plural number" Oh! the happinesses, or blessednesses, of the man that walketh
not. in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." He is separated from
these ungodly persons by the special grace and mercy of God. We
notice this also that the ungodly are spoken of in the plural number,
whereas the godly are spoken of as individuals only. The world that
Iieth in the wicked one outnumbers, it would seem, the saints of God. But
the counsel of God standeth sure, and the time will come when it will be
found- that myriads of sinners-but precious souls-have been singled
out by the distinguishing mercy of God. A disciple asked the Lord
once, " Are there few that be saved ~" He did not answer directly,
but said, " Strive·to enter in at the strait gate." The great point is to
see that we personally enter by that door of everlasting life, which
is also the door of escape from the wrath to come.
There is, then, a happiness or blessedness peculiar to the children of
God. Our verse begins with. " But," and it is a" but" essential-allimportant-for us each one to consider, What is it in relation to my·
self ~ A word inspired by God Himself, Who cannot lie, aud He has
something to say of His people here-very deep and precious things:
" My. people "-those I have set apart for Myself, My called, and kept,
and justified people-" delight in the law of their God." He differentiates
them from sinners (11. 1). His people are a peculiar people; by nature
they are sinners, but by grace " called" sinners " kept by the power
of God unto salvation." Likewise they are a people who" shall never
be ashamed;" they know Whom they have believed. None can
dissuade them from what God has taught them. His work is perfect.
No created power of heaven, earth or hell, can alter one jotor tittle the
purposes of the living God. "But "-whatever men may say-" My
people are a people who' delight' in My law." The law of God is perfect. Nothing is to be added to it, and nothing taken from it. It is
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the will of God once for all uttered, whether men hear or forbear to
hear. He has spoken His law once in His holiness, and He will not
go back from it, or turn aside from it. God's law is what He has been
pleased to reveal and what He has given His people grace to receive.
Are you all resting on the perfect Truth of God 1 Are you satisfied
with it 1 He has spoken the same Truth from age to age, and nowat the end of the ages-the same old truths are His truths, and they
will be the same for ever and ever. You notice the language of our
text: " His delight is in the law of God "-God's spoken Word. How
blessed that the faith of God's people rests on such security as this.
The world is pa~sing away as we gaze upon it; rapidly passing away,
so do not set your heart on the world or the things of the world. They
are deceptive and elusive, and he who trusts his own heart which trusts
in the world shall be brought to confusion of face. The whole world
of fallen men is to be distrusted. The world is vainiand untruthful
and delusive, and he who trusts in it will be brought to naugbt.
The godly man is he who meditates in God's law day and night-that is,
continually. Is God's Word, spoken by Him once and for ever, our study
day and night 1 Or do we allow trivial matters to come in and induce us
away from the Word 1 Are we of those who make excuse for the
neglect of God's holy Word 1 "Oh, how love I Thy law! " was the
language of one of old. Can we each say that 1 The law is the doctrine
revealed by God once for all, the counsel of the Most High, from which
He will not turn away. Do we experience the power of that Word 1
Has it a resting·place within us 1 Do we supremely honour the Word
of God 1 These are questions which must be answered. "Let the'
Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom" (Col. iii. 16). Does
it 1 Have we been made most willing, through grace, that the Word of
Christ should dwell in us richly 1 Are we of the happy number of
God's children to whom the language of our text applies, who meditate
day and night-c'onstantly-in God's Word, other things having to
give way and place to the study of it 1 Do we esteem it better to us
than thousands of gold and silver 1 Are we of those who do not count
it poor, unreqniting, work to hear what God will say 1 There are
those, we are thankful to know it, who still, even in these dark days,
prize God's Word above all else. Many count it old-fashioned, a thing
of the past, to .love the Bible devotedly and search it diligently; a
waste of time, they say. But God's people love it and study it con:
stantly, persistently, diligently, committing knowledge of God's Word
daily to heart. Other knowledge comes and goes and passes away,
yielding a poor return to those who build on it. But those of God's
children who trust in Hi~ Word, their portion is sure, their lot an abidllg
one. They shall" stand in their lot at the end of the days."
The days are fast going; the day of the Lord draweth nigh. What
good news! Sure, as well as good. "Yet a little while, and He that shall
come will come, and will not tarry." He has tarried now for well-nigh
two thousand years. We are in the last century of that period, and I
am much solemnized by re.flections in this connection, that we are much
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nearer than we are accustomed to think ourselves. The Lord's coming
is getting nearer, 'and by so much the nearer as His appointed time
draweth nigh.' Only a little while and "He that shall come will come,"
though men may say and Satan may say, " The Lord tarrieth on His
way." The Lord's time is His own, and He will keep His word tmly
to every heart that tmsteth in it. That man is blessed who meditates,
waits on God for a profitable time and for loving thoughts concerning
His holy Word, and he shall not be disappointed in his expectations.
We are hasting on, and the Lord is also, to that great crisis; The world
is getting tired of God's warnings, but the Lord will keep His word.
The' wheels of His chariot are in motion, and at any moment--Hi3
moment--it may overtake us. May His grace accompany us all the
day long, and may the Lord make it evident to those around us that we
delight in His law and meditate in'it day and night, as God gives us
grace and light.
"THE GLORY OF THY KINGDOM."
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. J. BATTERSBY, VICAR OF
ST. JAMES', SHEFFIELD, AT KENNINGTON ROAD, LONDON, 1881.

" They shall spmk of the glory of Thy kingdom, aM. talk of Thy
power."-PSALM cxlv. 11.
THE title of this Psalm is, " David's Psalm of Praise." This is a most
apt title, for the Psalm is one of praise from beginning to end. There
is a time in the experience of- the children of God when their prayers
are turned into praises. And when this is the case, there are few,
Psalms more anitable for meditation and spiritual melody than this
and the five which follow. They may be regarded as six Hallelujah
Psalms. Each verse in our Psalm begins with a letter of the Hebrew
alphabet, taken in succession, with one omission. This may have been
designed by the Author, in order that the Psalm might be the more
easily remembered by those who committed it to memory. David in
this Psalm magnifies the Name of God as King, for His unsearchable
greatness, for His mighty acts and wondrous" works, for His great
goodness and everlasting righteousness, for His abounding compassion
and tender mercy, for His upholding all that fall, and raising up all
'that be bowed down, and for abundantly satisfying the desires of all
that wait upon Him, and for the final preservation of all'those that
love Him. ,The saints of God shall speak of the glory of His kingdom,
and talk of His power; they shall make known to the sons of men His
mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of His kingdom. ,His kingdom
is an everlasting kingdom, and His dominion endureth througjlout allgenerations. The Messiah, the King of Zion, and the King of saints,
is the Person pre-eminent in this Psalm. David says, " I will extol
Thee, my God, 0 King; and I will bless Thy Name for ever and ever."
In the 45th Psalm, Christ is magnified as King of His Church, and so
He is in this and in several other ,Psalms also. ' I wish you to bear in
mind that I desire to exalt Christ as' King in His own kiiJ.gdom, and
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thus to induce the saints of God again and again'to speak of the glory
of His kingdom and to talk of His power.' And may such be the theme·
of their song forever and ever. Amen!
We shall now consider the text ': first the persons, and secondly their
conduct. I think this order will suit our purpose in bringing. the
subject before you. I have already said, that Christ is the Person
pre-eminent in this Psalm, and those who admire and praise Him most
are the redeemed and quickened children of (lod. I hope, ,:with the
h~lp and guidance of the Divine Spirit, I shall be able to speak a word
in season to those who are waiting at the gates of the great King.
And -if we should be thus favoured, then our meeting together this
evening will not be in vain in the Lord. '
Consider first, the Persons-" They," who are "they" 1 David'
speaks of himself in the 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, and last verses, saying what
he will do. His heart was full of love and his mouth was full of praise.
In our text he speaks of others-" They." The antecedent is " saints"
-see the 10th verse. "And Thy saints shall bless Thee." Saints are
persons set apart by the Holy Ghost for Himself. These saints are
not persons in nature's darkness, for they are born ,of God, they are;
partakers of the Divine nature, they are created anew in Christ Jesus,
they have the image of Christ inwardly impressed upon them, and
being in union with Him they are filled with the light of life, and desire
to speak of the glory of Christ's kingdom, and to talk of His power.
There ate several features in the Psalm whereby we know who are
intended in the text. In the 14th verse, we read, " The Lord upholdeth '
all that fall, and raiseth up all that are bowed down." This is a
description of the people of God who often fall into divers temptations.
Now, St. James says, "Count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations." The Lord will make a way for you to escape, because
no temptation hath befallen you but such as is common to man.
" Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for, I am thy.
God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the. right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10). The
Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those who are bowed
down with a deep sense of their own sin and weakness (Ps. xu"Viii.).
Another feature of the persons in the text is this: "They wait upon
the Lord; and He gives them their meat in due season" (verse 15).
Here, you sce, the saints are waiters. They wait upon the Lord until
He have mercy upon them (Ps. cxxiii.). They wait upon the Lord
and He renews their strength (Isa., xl. 31). They wait upon the Lord, '
and He feeds them with food convenient for them. Milk for babes,
and strong meat for those who are of full age, even those who have their
spiritual senses exercised to discern between good and evil. Again,
these pers~ns call upon the Lord (verse 18). They are a praying people,
for they are a believing people. They draw near to. God, for they
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of all those who diligently',
seek Him. They call upon God in sincerity and in truth, and ar.e
assured that the Lord is· nigh to all such.· He is nigh to them as their
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Father. He is nigh to them because He has brought them near to
Himself by His own most precious blood. He is nigh to them because
He dwells in. them by His Spirit. The Lord is nigh unto all that call
upon Him, to all that call upon Him in truth, and He will help them.
He hears their cry and saves them. Notice again, these persons are
a God-fearing people. "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear
Him" (19th verse). This is a holy fear which God has put into their
hearts. His Covenant promise runs thus: "I will put My fear in
their hearts." "They shall be My people, and I will be their God "
(Jer. xxxii.). Now where this fear is, there is a real desire to worship
God in spirit and in truth. The desires of all such, the Lord will fulfil
according to His promise. The last feature which I shall mention is
this, that the persons in the text are lovers of God. "The Lord
preserveth all them that love Him" (20th verse). The love of Christ
is in their hearts. But how did it get there 1 The love of God, even
the love of Christ, is shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Spirit.
If you and I love the Lord, if we love His Word and His ordinances,
it is because the Holy Spirit has been at work in oursouls producing
in us His pleasant fruits. Love is the qneen of graces (1 Cor. xiii.).
I 'think I have said enough to show you who are intended by the term
" they" in our text. "They" are the saints; "they" are a tried
and tronbled people; "they" are a waiting people; "they" are a
praying people; "they" are a God-fearing people, and" they" are
a people who love the Lord. Now these are the persons to speak of
the glory 'of Jehovah's.kingdom and to talk of His power. These are
they who shall render everlasting praise unto Him Who is King of
kings, and Lord ·of lords.
This brings us to consider, secondly, the conduct of these persons:
" They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom, and talk of Thy
power." I shall throw' this part of my subject under two heads.
Under the first head I shall deal with the following questions:
What is meant by "Thy kingdom" 1 What by the " Glory of
Thy kingdom" 1 and What is it "to speak of the glory of Thy
kingdom." Under the second head I shall endeavour to show you
what is meant by " Thy power," and what it is "to talk of Thy
power." These we shall regard as five questions, which we shall try
to answer.
We shall now proceed to explain under the first head, What is
meant by "Thy kingdom." In reading the Scriptures, we often
meet with the following expressions, "the kingdom," "the kingdom
of God," " the kingdom of heaven;" " His kingdom," " My kingdom,"
and "Thy kingdom," as in our text. I am aware there are some
persons who see no difference in the use of these phrases as they occur
in the Scriptures. I think I do. But I do not propose to give you
the various shades of meaning which these phrases contain, but rather
to speak to you of Christ's .kingdom l!S the kingdom of grace and
glory. I think we shall see the- sovereignty of Jehovah Jesus mo~t
manifest in His kingdom, and shall be able to say of Him, as David
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did of old, " Thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and Thou art exalted as
Head above all" (1 Chron. xxix. 11). The kingdom is the Lord's,
and He is the Governor thereof. I would impress upon you the idea
of the sovereignty of King Jesus in ordering and managing all the
affairs in His kingdom of grace and glory. Jesus reigns without a
rival in His kingdom.
, " Thy kingdom of grace." Christ spake oL H1mself as the King
, ~f this kingdom when He said to Pilate: "My kingdom is not of this
world: if My kingdom were of this world, then would my servants
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is My
kingdom not from hence. Pilate therefore said unto Him, Art Thou
aJ,King then 1 J eaus answered, Thou sayest that I am a King. To
this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I
should hear witness unto the truth. Everyone that is of the truth
heareth My voice" (John xviii. 36, 37). ,The Messiah had been spoken
of hy the Prophets as the" King of Zion," " the King of Israel," "the
King of Righteousness," and as " the King coming to Jerusalem and
bringing salvation." The Magi came from the East to worship Jesus
the new-born King (Matt. ii.). He died and rose again as King
triu)llphant over every foe, and He now lives and reigns as King to die
no more.
Jesus possessed all the necessary qualifications for a King. The
last words of David are strictly true of Him :-" He that ruleth over
men must be just, rnling in the fear of God" (2 Sam. xxiii. 3). Solomon
prayed that God would give him" an understanding heart," that hl\
might rule a great people with wisdom and judgment (1 Kings iii. 9).
Now Jesus was filled with the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
with the spirit of counsel and might, with the spirit of knowledge and
of the fear of the Lord. He was quick to discern and to judge righteous
judgment. Righteousness was the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of His reins (Isa. xi.). Such are some of the qualifications
of 'Jehovah Jesus, Who rules and governs in His kingdom of grace and
glory.
Now for the subjects of His kingdom of grace. They are mentioned
in the 1st chap'ter of St. Luke's Gospel. "Jesus shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over
the house of J acob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no
end" (verses 32, 33). Can there be any misunderstanding about the
subjects of Christ's kingdom 1 ' I think not. They are the spiritnal
seed of Jacob, coming from the east and from the west, from the north
and from the south, to sit down with Abraham, and laaac, and Jacob,
and all the Prophets in the kingdom of God and of His Christ (Luke
xiii.). Whatever Jewish reference there may be in th passage in the 1st
of Luke, I hope you will not forget the kernel while admiring the shell.
I shall now say a few words, about the management of Christ's
kingdom. By this I mean the external and internal management
of His kingdom. Ex,ternally He manages it by His ' Word, ~nd
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internally by His Spirit. The King said to His subjects, Hilt disciples,
just before He left them, " All power is given unto Me in heaven and
in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of "the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, 10, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen" (Matt. xxviii.). The King has given to His subjects
ordinances which they are to observe, and laws which- they are to
obey. He spake as never man spake. He spake as the One having
authority. He told His disciples that they should receive power from
on high, after that the Holy Ghost had come upon them, and that
they should be His witnesses unto the uttermost parts of the earth
(Acts i. 8). It is clear, then, that in the external management of His
kingdom He has published His laws, which are to be the sole rule and
guide of His subjeiJts, that He has appointed ordinanceB to be kept in
loving r~membrance of Him, and that He haB HiB" miniBters wh'o Bhall
proclaim His Word and enforce HiB commandments. Now the internal
management of His kingdom iB carried on by the Holy GhoBt. He
convinceB the Binner of hiB BinB, and turns him to Christ from the error
of hiB way. This is the good work begun by the Spirit, and which He
carrieB on unto the day of the Lord J eBUS Christ. Some of the properties
of this kingdom are given UB by St. Paul: "For the kingdom of God
is not meat and drink." This iB the negative aspect of the kingdom.
Eating and drinking neither make UB nor unmake UB inheritors of the
kingdom of ChriBt. The kingdom iB Bpiritual, and the Bubjects of it
are Bpiritual: Some of the propertieB of the kingdom are" righteouBnesB
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xiv. 17). "RighteousneBB ": this is Christ in me and manifested by me, through the power
of the Holy Ghost. "Peace": this is that peace which passes all
understanding. It is the peace of God in the Boul inwrought by the
Divine Spirit. When Christ iB realized within, then there is great
peace. "Joy": this is joy in God, and joy in Christ, and joy in the
Holy Ghost. This oil of joy, when inwardly felt and experienced in
the Boul, comforts the mourner in Zion, and iB the garment of praise
which Jehovah beBtowB for the Bpirit of heavineBs. ThiB kingdom of
grace in the heart is a kingdom of power and great glory. I waB about"
to say that it is the miraculouB power of the Holy Ghost working
within. It iB indeed a miracle of grace for a "sinner to be made an heir
of glory. I know that some persons object to my phraseology, but
why, I am unable to say. I see no good reason for making the least
alteration, and until I do, I shall still continue to Bpeak of a sinner
saved from hell as a "miracle of grace." The kingdoni of grace,
which prevails in the hearts of the regenerate, 'doeB not spring in any
wsy from the world. Christ"said," My kingdom iB not of this world."
It is as if He had said, " My kingdom is from above", and had its origin
in heaven, and not from beneath, nor yet from this world. My
kiIigdom Is a spiritual kingdom, and is managed by My Spirit. The
carnal world cannot 'understand these things, but those who are
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posse_d of the Spirit discern them and rejoice in them." The Holy
Ghost manages the kingdom of grace in the hearts of the children of
God. He is the Revealer, Manifester, and Manager of Christ's kingdom
in, the souls of all who go to heaven and glory.
'
The kingdom of glory is' the kingdom of grace in fulln'ess and
perfection. The saints who have departed this life are with the Lord
in glory. The Apostle enjoyed Christ on earth, still he had ,a desire
to depart and to be with Him in heaven, which he regarded as better
(Phi!. i. 21-23). He had been caught up into Paradise in vision and
had heard unutterable words (2 'Cor. xii). He could speak of the saints
as they are now with Christ filled' with the fullness of joy, and with
pleasures never 'ending. It is not of the kingdom of glory, as now
enjoyed by the saints in heaven, that I am about to speak, but of that
kingdom of glory as it shall be made manifest at the coming of Christ,
and after the resurrection of those who have fallen asleep in Him. The
dead in Christ shall rise first. "But every man shall rise in his own
order: Christ the first frnits; afterward they that are Christ's at His
coming. Then cometh the end "-the end of His mediatorial kingdom,
and the end of the Gospel dispensation-" when He shall have delivered
up the kingdom to God, even the Father" (I Cor. xv. 23,24). Now
what is this kingdom which Christ shall deliver up to His Father!
Surely, this is the kingdom of saints, the whole Church of God, which
Christ had bought with His blood. He had first received them from
the Father, and now He delivers them back again to the Father, a
redeemed, regenerated, saved, resurrectionized, and glorified people..
Christ will then say to His Father, " Behold I and the children which
Thou hast given Me "! Then the Church will appear in her perfection
and beauty, a gloriolTh Church, having neither spot, nor wrinkle, nor
any such thing. Then Christ shall reign in the midst of His saints.
Now He reigns in their hearts by His Spirit, but then He shall reign
before His ancients Personally, visibly, and gloriously. Then shall
He appear in His glory, and all His saints with Him. Then shall they
be like Him, seeing Him as He is. Then shall they be glorified
together with Him. This is the hope of the Church. Her blessed and
glorious hope! The words in the 7th of Daniel may be taken as
descriptive of the Son of Man reigning in His kingdom of grace and
glory. "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of
Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days,
and they brought him near before Him. And there was given Him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people; naiions, and
languages, should serve Him. His dominion is' an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall 'not be
destroyed." Oilier kingdoms may rise and fall, like the Babylonian',
the Persian, the Grecian, the Roman, and many others; but Thy
kingdom, 0 Jehovah Jesus, is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy
dominion enllureih throughout all ages. "They'sha1l speak of the glory
of Thy kingdom, for Thy kingdom is an everlastirig kingdom, and Thy
dominion shaU continue tliroughout the ages of eternity.
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Now what are we to understand by the" GLORY of Thy kingdom" 1
Surely the glory of Jehovah's kingdom excels the glory of all kingdoms.
We often read of the glory of the Lord in the Old Testament. The
glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud which went before Israel in
the wilderness (Ex. xiii. 21,xvi. 10). The glory of the Lord abode
upon Mount Sinai six days, and on the seventh day the Lord spake
to Moses out of the midst of the cloud (Exod. xxiv. 16). The glory of
the Lord filled the Tabernacle (xl. 35). The glory of the Lord filled
the Temple of Solomon (2 Chron. vii. 1). The glory of the Lord filled
the house which Ezekiel saw (xliii). And the glory of the latter house
is to be greater than the glory of the former, saith the Lord of hosts
(Hag. ii.). Jehovah's kingdom is to be filled with glory, even with
Christ, Who is the Father's glory, and the express image of His Person
(Heb. i. 3). The disciples were privileged with a sight of the glory. of
the only begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. It is only
in the face of Jesus Christ that we behold the glory and splendour of
Jehovah. Now we see the glory of Jehovah Jesus by faith. This is
the spiritual eye which sees Him as revealed in the glass of His Word.
We walk. by faith in the kingdom of grace, and not by sight. Christ
in the glory of His Person, Christ in the glory of His offices, and Christ
in the glory of His kingdom is seen and understood by all those who
have been taught by the Spirit of God. Is not Christ all in all to the
believer in the kingdom of grace 1 Does not the child of God now
look to the Lord Jesus Christ for His blood to cleans.e him, for His
righteousness to clothe him, for His grace to strengthen him, for His
counsel to guide him, and for His Spirit to cheer him on his way to the
heavenly glory 1 The central figure in the kingdom of glory will be
J ehovah Jesus, the Son of the living God. The tabernacle of God
shall then be with men, and He shall dwell in their ·midst,. and be their
light and their glory for ever (Rev. xxi.). The prayer of Jesus will then
be fully answered: "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast
given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My GLORY,
which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation
of the world" (John xvii. 24). Dwell upon the words" My GLORY,"
CHRIST'S GLORY. How enrapturing! This is the glory of the Lord
which shall be revealed, and all the saints of God shall see it together.
Then shall the Church of God call her walls salvation, and her gates
praise. Then shall it be said to her, " The sun shall be no more thy
light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto
thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy
God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy
moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light,
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended" (Isa. Ix. 19, 20). The
glory of this kingdom is an everlasting glory-a glory which shall
endure throughout the never-ending ages of eternity.
The occupation of the saints shall be, that they shall speak of the
glory of Thy kingdom. They shall speak of the glory of Jesus as He
is a Divine Person, and render unto :aim the honour which is -due to
•
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His Name. They shall speak of Ris glory as He is God-Man Mediator,
now sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on high; far above all
'principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not, only in this world, but also in that which is to come.
They shall speak ofRis glory' as He is the Head of the Church, and
shall declare that in Rim all fullness dwells, and that in all things He
has the pre-eminence. They shall speak of the glory of Ris salvation,
both of its greatness and of its durability. They shall speak of His
glory in praise and thanksgiving, saying, " AlIeluia; salvation, and
glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God." Then shall
all the saints of God be glad and rejoice, and ascribe all praise to Him
Who reigns for ever aIld ever as their Lord God Omnipotent.
'(To be continued.)
'THE BLESSED 'PEOPLE THAT KNOW THE JOYFUL';
SOUND.
" Blessed is the people that know the ioyful sound: they shall walk, 0
Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In Thy name shall they
,eioice all the day: and in Thy ,ighteousness shall they be
exalted."-.Ps. lxxxix. 15, 16.
How very frequently in the Psalms we meet with a people denominated
" blessed." As chosen out of the mass of fallen mankind, they are
blessed. Hence Christ calls them blessed of His Father in that view.
They were chosen before time to inherit a Kingdom prepared for'
them from the foundation of the world-the multitude, the vast multitude of " the elect of every nation, name and t{)ngue" collectively.
For "the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto Himself, and Israel for
His peculiar treasure." Individually, "Blessed is the man whom
Thou choosest and causest to approach unto Thee." And both
individually and collectively are they distinguished from all others by
being all brought, in the Lord's own time, and by the Lord's own
power, to know in a spiritual and saving way" the joyful sound."
Doubtless Israel of old, separated as a nation and people unto God,
and being put into possession of the lively oracles, was a blessed
people, considered as a people privileged above the rest of the nations
of the earth. As such they were a typical people; but how few of
them really knew "the joyful sound." They all heard from Mount
Sinai the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, and entreated
that the word-the law, by which is the knowledge of sin-should not
be spoken to them any more. But only the Israel within Israel-the
Spirit-taught Israel of God, the" remnant according to the electiou of
grace "-knew the joyful sound; as, for instance, Joshua, who spoke
the language of faith amidst the host of unbelievers.
As a typical people, the same people who heard the law and trembled
also heard the sound of the jubilee trumpet calling them into possession
of the alienated heritages. So the chosen of God in Christ Jesus first
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hear and tremble at the majesty, holiness, justice, and authority of
God in the law-" Pay me that thou owest "-until they own their
guilt and confess their transgressions unto the Lord. Thus the law
is their schoolmaster to bring them to God. The Psalmist found it so
in the two-fold view thereof. He saw by faith Christ in the Mosaic
Economy, and he experienced, .as a sinner saved by grace, that" the
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul."
But what is " the joyful sound" 1 In a word, I take it to be " forgiveness.". And so Dr. Thomas Gibbons, whose portrait is givel\ in
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1775, has it :." Forgiveness is a joyful sound
To malefactors doom'd to die ;
Lord, may. this bliss in me be found,
May I redeeming grace enjoy."
But a more striking witness than the eighteenth-century Dr. Gibbons
testified to this-that the forgiveness of sins by the God of all grace,
through the precious blood of Christ, is "the joyful sound." Not eighteen
hundred years after, but at the advent of the dear Redeemer, we find
the mouth of the dumb opened to proclaim it: "And thou, child, shalt
be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face
of the Lord to prepare His ways; to give knowledge of salvation unto
His people by the remission .of their sins, through the tender mercy
of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, to
give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,. to
guide our feet into the way of peace." And back a thousand years to
David: "There is forgiveness with.Thee that Thou mayest be feared."
"My sheep," said Jesus, "hear My voice." The sound of Divine
forgiveness, brought by the Holy Spirit to the ear of faith, is this joyful
sound that manifests the poor sinner to be blessed, and that gives him
a place and a name among the blessed people. That is His voice by
the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah: "I, even I, am He that blotteth
out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy
sins ": "Mter those days, saith the Lord, I will put My law in
their inward parts, and'write it in their hearts; and will be their God,
and they shall be My people. And they shall teach no more every
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the
Lord: for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the
greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniqnity, and
I will remember their sin nO more."
. This joyful sound brings heartfelt liberty to the soul that has been
in bondage, a liberty to worship God in the Spirit-" in Spirit and in
truth." So David, when he heard the note of the silver trumpet
calling the assembly, was glad: "I was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within
thy gates, 0 Jerusalem"; "How amiable are Thy tabernacles, 0
Lord. of hosts!" God puts gladness into the hearts of, this. blessed
people when they.sit under the joyful sound of the great trumpet
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'of which Isaiah speaks, which is the everlasting Gospel applien to the
heart. by the Spirit of God. Peter sounded this trumpet at Pentecost,
Philip at Samaria, and the blessed Spirit made it a joyful sound to
many who had "ears to hear." Paul and Barnabas sounded it at
Antioch, and" as many as were ordained to eternal life believed." .
They who.know this joyful sound are said to "walk in the light
of HiS countenance." They are agreed, for two cannot walk together
except they are agreed tha.t salvation is of grace, and "not of works,
lest any man should boast." They are agreed that Christ is the Alpha
and the Omega of this salvation; that God secures to Himself all the
glory of it, and they all the benefit and blessedness. So Erskine :;" , Kind Teacher, may "1 come to learn
In this abrupt address,
By framing questions that concern
My endless happiness! '
• Yea, child, but if you learn to run
The great salvation race,
Know that the Name of Christ alo11e
Must answer every case.' "
Christ, therefore, in His person, righteousness, and finished salvati911
is the Daysman in Whom centre the delight of the Father and the
desire, rest, and blessedness of the soul. As David testified that the
Lord was his light and his salvation, so these blessed characters" blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" .
-walk in Him. "If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin."
There is found a spiritual and experimental paradox in this
walking in the light of His countenance. Paul so walked when
:' neither sun, nor stars in many days appeared, and ·no small tempest
lay on us," and" all hope that we should be saved was taken away."
Job so walked when he wished God had removed him before the dark·
ness of His providential dispensation came upon him, because God
covered it not from his face; and Toplady knew it experimentally,
who wrote:" When we in darkness walk,
•
Nor feel the heavenly flame,·
Then is the time to trust our God,
And lean upon His Name."
Those walkers and all such to·day prove from time to time that in
the King's countenance is life. The blessed ones are said to rejoice in
His.Name all the day. This, again, is a seeming paradox, for did not
our Saviour say, "Now therefore ye have sorrow," and. where can
there be room or time for sorrow if they are to rejoice all the day!

82

The, Gospel Magazine

There may be a key to the answer in Isaiah Ix. 11: "'Therefore thy
gates shall be .open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night."
There will. be found, under the Gospel dispensation, some of His dear
people here, and some there, entering into the gate of praise with joy
and thanksgiving, even as there shall be found others praying to Him:
" Prayer also shall be made for Him continually; and daily shall He
be praised.'~
Or again, as there is in I{im and His,Covenant Name an abiding
ground of rejoicing-His Name Jesus saving His people from their
sins-in which view Paul exhorts: "Rejoice in the Lord always, and
again I say, Rejoice;" and even though he should meet with a cruel
death: "Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your
faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all. For the same cause also do
y'e joy and rejoice with me." But could he always shut his eyes to
sin and its effects within, without, and around? No; and therefore
he owns himself "as sorrowful, yet alway rejoiciug; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things! "
But again, this day of their rejoicing in His Name may be when He
manifests it unto them, and so makes day in contrast to the night of
desertion of soul; when He turns their night to day, their mourning
into dancing, making them prove -that a day in His courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
. The blessed day of eternity is contrasted with the night of time and
time things; that blessed day when His people shall enter into the
joy of their Lord, and be brought with gladness and rejoicing into
the King's palace, where they" Shall sit and gaze away
A long, an everlasting, day."
Lastly, they are a people exalted in the dear Redeemer's righteousness, which has been imputed to them. No doubt it was His own
obedience He had in view-by which alone many are made righteouswhen He uttered the memorable words, " Except your~righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case euter into the kingdom' of heaven."
His was the
righteousness Paul desired to be found in; "Not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." None
other will avail. Nothing more is needed; it is all-sufficient. Grace
reigns through it unto eternal life. It exalts the lowliest to a throne
of glory, to a place nearer God than that of any of the elect angels,
above the curse of a broken law, above the evils of a present world,
above all the malice and craft of Satan, above the power of the grave.
The bride, the Lamb's wife, was seen clothed in this righteousness and
in it alone, when, in His love and in His pity, He redeemed her, bearing
and carrying her all the days of old.

Birkenhead.
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"AT HAND."

" THE Lord is at hand."
For all of us, dear readers, this is a sweet
motto for the opening year before os. "The Lord is at hand "-close
by, always near. We may resort to Him in any difficulty, at any
moment. We do not walk alone. We do not walk without a Guide.
" The Lord is at hand."
Let us take the words one by one and drink in the fullness of each.
" The," not a, Lord, but the One Who is all in all to us ; the only One
Whom our hearts own. When a servant speaks of the master, he refers
to only one, the one who is head of the house in which he is, and in
whose service he is employed. When a subject speaks of the king, he
means the king of the country in which he dwells, of his native land;
not any foreign king. And so the child of God has only the one Lord,
the one Who has redeemed him and loved him, and Whose possession
he is-The Lord.
Then the word Lord. Volumes might be written on this word.
Lord-Who conquered death and hell; Lord-Who became man and
was subject to like passions as ourselves; Lord-Who tasted death in
its most bitter, agonizing form; Who was laid in the grave; Who rose
again; Who sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high; LordWho has the keys of hell and of death, and Who is alive for evermore.
Lord-abl~ to sympathize and to understand, in that He Himself hath
suffered.
" Through days and nights of sujIering taugl\t
For human love to feel,
He only, with unerring skill,
Thy wounded heart could heaL"
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And He is Lord, since all power is given unto Him in heaven and'on
earth. He is able to destroy all enemies and all creatures; the greatest
to the least and the least to the greatest, can go or do ouly " thus far
and no farther," for He has sovereign co=and and sovereign power.
Also, He is the Lord Who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation through grace; everlasting kindness, everlasting life, and
everlasting love. Oh! what power and tenderness and satisfaction
there are in this word.
Then the e:x:pression " at hand "-close by, near to. "He is at my
right hand, therefore I shall not be moved," said the Psalmist. And oh !
how often this truth has been verified in the lives of the Lord's people
through all the ages. When it seemed least likely that help could\be
possible, He wrought deliverances; for He has always been with the
people who were" near unto Him." Have you not, dear reader, often
in what some people would call "the little affairs of life," found
this most blessedly true ~ Have you not, when dreading some interview or journey or difficulty, sent up from the heart a voiceless cry,
"'Lord, be with me. Lord, help me "; and He has appeared wonderfully and He did help. The dreaded interview has perhaps
been actually pleasant; the journey been a source of delight; the
3
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difficulty marvellously rolled away. Men of the world call these
transactions between the Lord and His family, coincidences; but we
know better. "The r,ord-Jehovah is nigh unto all them that call
upon Him." No need to send or write or telegraph or telephone, for
He is' there; He is at hand; close by, mighty to save.
Dear mourning reader, mourning for thy hardness of heart, for thy
proneness to sin, for thy coldness of service; mourning, too, perhaps,
because of all the indifference or the opposition round thee to such a
Saviour, to such a God, Who is so abundant in mercy; mourning" that
love to His Name is so faint, with so mlJ£h our affections to move" ;
and perhaps mourning because some loved one no more" treads the
rough path of the world by your side; " mourning, it may be, because
of the harder part, the unkindness, injustice, ingratitude from those
from whom you expected more kind and true and gentle dealing.
From whatever cause it he that you are a mourner and brokenhearted,
for you it is expressly declared: "The Lord is nigh unto them that
are of a broken heart." "To comfort them that mourn" was the
Divinely appointed commission of the Saviour. How often He dried
tears on earth, and how often His "Fear not" encouraged His
discipIes, how often "Thy sins be forgiven thee," cheered the
despairing heart. And He is just the same now: "the same
yesterday and to-day and for ever."
We enter the new year-many of us-with much apprehension.
Apart from personal sorrows and anxieties and conflicts of soul, there
is the fearful unrest among the nations and in our own country. But
"the Lord is at hand." He is "Governor among the nations."
" Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the
small dust of the balance." They are indeed very small things;
infinitesimal in weight and importance, they may he classed as
nothing. So we need not fear since the Lord is near, even with us.
Small and insignificant as nations are in His sight, yet-yet-His own
dearly loved, redeemed people are the" apple of His eye," they are
" graven on the palms of His hands," and "-the very hairs of their
heads are all numbered "-so de.ar is every detail to Him. Therefore.
beloved fearing reader, fear not, for the Lord is at hand, mighty to
save.

Many dear readers who entered 1911 with us are no longer here.
They have heard the sweet tones of the Master, "Come up hither,"
and are with Christ which is far better. They now-

" .... . see His f ace,
And never, never sin ;
But from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
Oh! happy saints! at Home, in the Father's House for ever! We
sorrow not as those who have no hope. We miss them, but rejoice
with them. We" look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come."

,
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But there is another rendering of the passage, " The Lord is at hand,"
and that is, "The Lord is coming." Doubtless this is nearer the
original meaning. To that blessed hope we are all clinging. We are
listening for the sound of His footsteps, and in the terrible unrest and
rush and sin around us, we discern the signs of the coming which He
Himself foretold. We" see the bright light in the clouds." And
this is the time when He has bidden us to " look up and lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh."· "He that shall come will
come, and will not tarry." "Surely I come quickly," and our poor,
broken, contrite, yet longing, loving hearts cry in swift response, " Even
so, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.'·' It is very remarkable how many
of the Lord's people are looking forward eagerly now to the appearing
of the Lord in the air. Surely it must be that He will come soon.
The magnetism, so to speak, of His approach, is drawing thought and
concentrating longing. "The Lord is at hand." Take these words
to thy heart, dear reader, for daily rest and for daily hope and delight.
" The Lord is near" and " THE LORD IS COMING! "
NETTlE.
\"

A TRIAD OF PARABLES. .
THE three parables of the Lord Jesus Christ contained in the fifteenth
chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, the parables of the lost sheep, the lost
piece of silver, and the lost son, may be described as a triad of parables,
as they are closely related to one another, each one setting forth
some aspect of the lost estate of God's children by nature, and of their
salvation by Jehovah, Three in One.
Let us note some of the points of similarity, and yet of difference,
displaying the love and grace of God.
1. The occasion of the parables was the murmuring of the Pharisees
and Scribes against the Lord Jesus: "This Man receiveth sinners,
and eateth with them"; and the Lord shows in. them that the very
object of His coming into the world was to seek and to save His own,
who by nature are " sinners," " dead," and " lost" in the Adam fall.
So the Apostle Paul: "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."
And these His own, according to His words: "This is the Father's
will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I
should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day"
(John vi. 39).
2. In all three of these parables these sinners are regarded as
precious to the Triune Jehovah. In the first, the symbol is a lost
sheep. And in connection with this we remember how, in John x., the
Lord Jesus speaks of Himself as "the Good Shepherd," and of His
people as His" sheep," as His " own," for whom He " cares,"-His
own property : " Other sheep I have"; "My sheep," etc. They are
His because given to Him, as He sa,id : " My Father, which gave them
Me "; and tliey were given to Him in order that He might redeem
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and save them, as He said: "I lay down My life for the sheep. Therefore doth My Father love life, because I lay down My life, that I might
take it again.. This commandment have I received of My Father."
In the second parable the sinners He came to save are represented
by a lost piece of money, a coin valuable to its owner; and in the third,
by a son, a much-loved son.
3. Further, in the first of the three parables we see sinners as
" lost," in the second as " dead," and in the third as both " dead"
and" lost" ('lIV. 24, 32.) The Lord Jesus declared: "The Son of
Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." When Zacchreus was called by grace, Christ said: "This day is salvation come
to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham." 'Zacchreus, a
Jew, was, naturally, of the seed of Abraham; but salvation came unto
him when it did not to others, because he was, spiritually, a son of
Abraham, evidenced by his possession of the faith of Abraham (Rom.
ii. and iv.). And after the words just quoted, the Lord added: "For
the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." The
Lord Jesus also testified to the solemn truth that sinners are, by nature,
spiritually dead, by His words (John v. 24), "Verily, verily, I say
unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent
Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but
is passed from death unto life."
In the parable of the lost sheep we see sinners portrayed as having
wandered from God: "All we like sheep have gone astray, we have
turned everyone to his own way." If they are to be restored, they
must be sought, found, brought back. "Ye were as sheep going
astray, but are now returned [the Greek verb is passive] unto the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls" (1 Pet. ii. 25). Christ's sheep do
not find their way back to the fold. They are described as " lost."
They are spiritually" dead." "You hath He quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1). "Ye will not [i.e. ye are not
willing] to come to Me, that ye might have life," said the Lord Jesus.
And this is taught us in the parable of the lost piece of silver. The
lost piece might have remained where it fell for ever, as we say, had
not the woman in the parable lit a lamp, and swept the house, and
sought diligently until she found it. And, similarly, Christ's wandering sheep would remain in tbeir unregenerate state, and die Ullsaved,
were they not redeemed -with the precious blood of Christ, and also
called by the Almighty power of God" out of darkness into His marvellous light."
By Divine power and Divine light, by the invincible grace of the
Holy Spirit, dead sinners are quickened and saved, and become " a
people for God's own possession."
The effect of the all~powerful influence of the grace of God we see in
the third parable. We are ·taught also in this parable that the sinners
Christ came to save are by nature" lost" and" dead" (vv. 24 and 32),
but we are further taught by it that their .free-will leads them away
from God, and to desire to be independent cif God, following their own
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will and going their own way, caring nothing for their Father's love
or their Father's home, using their time, talents, and wealth for worldly
and selfish ends, and even living dissolutely (v. 13). Yet no satisfaction
or happiness is found in these things, concerning which the Divine
testimony is: "The end of these things is death."
And we see, too, the effects of Divine grace working in the hearts of
elect sinners in order to their salvation. There is a sense of need
wrought (" he began to be in want," v. 14), a need of reconciliation to
the Heavenly Father, and the realization of His love, and the shelter
and happiness of His everlasting home. At such a time the men of the
world and the things of the world will not bring satisfaction (00. 15,
16). Then, conviction of and contrition for sin being wrought in their
hearts, they come to know and .feel that they are perishing sinners,
and to say: "I will arise and go to my Father, and will say unto Him,
Father, I have sinned." Thus repentance and faith are wrought.
They" come to themselves"; they" pass from death unto life."
4. In each of these parables we have a seeking and a finding of
that which was lost, setting forth the love, grace, and power of our
Triune J ehovah in the salvation of sinners. The love of Christ, "Who
His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by Whose stripes ye were
healed. For ye were as sheep going astray, but are now returned unto
the Shepherd and Bishop of your sonls." The love of the Holy Spirit,
Who called us out of darkness into light. The love of the Father, Who
loved us with an everlasting love, and speaks thus to each one: "I,
even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, •
and will not remember thy sins" (Isa. xliii. 25). "I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins:
return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee" (Isa. xliv. 22).
In the parable of the lost son it is not said in so many words that
the father sought his lost son, but yet we read: "When he was yet
a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran," etc.
Does not this imply that the father was looking out-watching and
waiting for his son's return 1 And is it not so with the heavenly
Father 1 He draws the sinner with His cords of love (John vi. 44).
He" waits to be gracious." And oh, how gracious! No remembrance
of sins! No condemnation, but a showering down of tokens of His
love, a clothing with the spotless righteousness of Christ which He
hath provided, a re-instatement of the sinner as God's child and son,
and the inauguration of " a feast of fat things," which begins here,
but lasts for ever! "The salvation which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10).
5. The parable ends, as do the other two of the triad, with rejoicing.
Rejoicing over the dead restored to life, the lost one found, the wanderer
brought back. Yes, rejoicing over each sinner that repenteth-each
and everyone.. We must note how the salvation of the individual
is emphasized in these parables, as well as the salvation of the whole
Election of Grace. And we may remark a parallel in our Lord's words
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(John" vi. 39, 40): "And this is the Father's will which hath sent Me,
that of all which [,,-nv, neuter gender] He hath given Me I should
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is
the will of Him that sent Me, that every one [,,-ii~, masculine
gender] which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day." The rejoicing
indicated in the parables is evidently the rejoicing of God our Saviour
in His Trinity of Persons, over those repenting sinners whom He hath
loved with an everlasting love.
6. And in this connection we must try and ascertain who are meant
by the" elder son" in the third parable, a point upon which there is
difference of opinion among expositors of God's Holy Word. I write
with diffidence, but I humbly conceive that by the ninety and nine
sheep, the nine pieces of silver, and the elder son, we cannot understand
the murmuring Pharisees. For in the first parable the ninety-nine
were sheep, as well as the one lost; in the second parable the nine
pieces of silver in safe keeping were genuine coins, all stamped with
the king's image; and in the third, both the prodigal and his brother
were loved sons. And, again, how could the Pharisees be properly
described as " just persons which need no repentance," or the father's
words be applied to them,. " Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I
have is thine"; or the words of the elder son: "Lo, these many
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy co=andlnent."
Note, the scene is laid in heaven, and in verse 7 the Lord says: " Joy
shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety
and nine just persons which need no repentance"; but in verse 10
it is, "There is joy in the presence of the angels of God." Taking these
words in connection with the latter part of the third parable, are we
not taught that the" angels of God," "principalities and powers in
heavenly places" (Eph. iii. 10), will witness J ehovah's joy over one
sinner that repenteth; and although we lllay not be taught that they
at any time complained, or will complain of this, yet at least the
reasoning seems to be this: if angels, " just ones which need no repentance," have no cause to complain of God's dealings in grace with
sinners of mankind, much less have you Pharisees cause to murmur
because I receive sinners, though you " trust in yourselves that ye are
righteous."
And as we contemplate the fact of God's being pleased thus to
manifest His grace to lost sinners of mankind whom He has " chosen
in Christ before the foundation of the world," taking " heggars from
the dunghill, to set them among princes, and make them inherit the
throne of glory," we cannot fail to see what a source of astonishment
this must be to other created intelligences, who yet, by the unfolding
of God's wondrous purpose in Christ Jesus, come to see ,. the manifold
wisdom of God." See Ephesians iii. 8-11, and 1 Peter i. 12, last
clause.
Fartown (Bask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYEs, M.A., RD.
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CHRIST· AND THE CHURCH.
" Christ is the 11ead

0/ the Church,
EPH.

and 11e is the Saviour
v. 23.

0/ the body."-

CHRIST is the Head of the Church, which is His Body (Eph. i. 22, 23 ;
iv. 15, 16; v. 23; Col. i. 18; ii. 19). The Church then must be His
absolute property, and He only can direct and rule over her. We
know there is a tendency nowadays to speak of obeying the Church,
but this is a grave mistake. It is for the Church to obey, not to rule.
All true believers form the Church, and they must recognize Christ as
their Head, hearing His voice in the Scriptures, "'nd following His.
commands only. Christ is the only Mediator, Who stands between
God and men (1 Tim. ii. 5). He is the only High Priest, Whose office
passes not to any other. He ministers in the power of an endless life
(Heb. vii. 15-28). He is the Lord and Master of His disciples (John
xiii. 13). He is the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls (1 Pet. ii. 25 ;
v. 4).
Being the Head, He guides, controls, and directs His Church. As the
senses are centred in the head of the human body;. as the nerves
communicate with the brain; as the brain controls the whole system,
so 'also is Christ in relation to His Bodv, the Church. He sees and
hears, He undertakes and understands; He provides and protects.
He feels for and with every afflicted member. He employs His people,
as we use our members. Each member is dependent, moment by
moment, upon Him, and without Him it can do nothing. A severed
limb is helpless (John xv. 5, 6). When any part of the body is
paralysed, the affected members lose their power. But if there
be perfect health, there is instant and ready obedience to the desire of
the head. All the power of the body is there. Power to will, to move,
to work. And there are a close union and sympathy between the head
and the members. All this is true in the fullest sense of the Body of
Christ (Rom. xii. 4, 5; Eph. iv. 11-16, 25; Col. ii. 19). The Head
was wounded that the Body might be healed. The Head was slain
that the Body might have life. Tile sins of the Body were heaped upon
the Head, and the wrath of God fell upon the Head, in order thatlthe
members might escape that curse (Isa. liii. 5, 6; 1 Peter ii. 24; Gal.
iii. 13). "We are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His
bones."

The union and sympathy between Christ and His members are very
beautifully brought out in Eph. v. 23-32. The bond is illustrated by
the marriage state. Christ gave Himself for the Church because He
loved her (Gal. i. 4; ii. 20; Eph. v. 2, 25; 1 Tim. ii. 6; Titus ii. 14).
How deep, how wonderful the love that prompted such a sacrifice!
Verily we too often forget that, as believers, we are the Bride of Christ.
We too often .forget the high and holy tie that binds us even now to
Him. We often slight our Bridegroom and wrong His deep love by sins
of unfaithfulness. Yet since He gave Himself for us, we are His beloved.
We are most precious to Him, and He watches over us very jealously.

\
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How shall we then depart from Him, when we remember how He has
dealt with us? How shall we wound such love by hankering after the
world, or returning to the old idolatries which are so hateful in His
sight? For worldliness is compare'd to a grievous sin in J ames iv. 4,
ana the Christian who seeks-even in little things-" the friendship
of the world," is guilty of unfaithfulness. The world is, and has
always been, defiled; and willing contact with it must have sad results.
He who serves God and mammon is a waverer, driven and tossed,
unstable and unclean. "Let not that man think that. he shall receive
any thing of the Lord:" "Purify your hearts, ye double minded"
(James i. 6-8; iv. 8).
Idolatrv is another terrible sin to which our weak hearts are much
addicted: We are bidden to flee from it, as from great peril (1 Cor. x.
14; 1 John v. 21). Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost,
and it is utterly impossible that He should suffer idols in His temples.
We may be cherishing this sin unconsciously, but sooner or later we
recognize our guilt, and pray that we may be delivered and cleansed.
We must bring our idols to the Saviour's feet, and be willing to have
them totally destroyed.
Will it seem far-fetched to draw a comparison between the blood of
the natural body, and the love that warms and vivifies the spiritual
Body? "The blood is the life." Love is the life of the Church. As
the blood flows freely in every artery and vein, and must flow; so the
love of Christ must flow into every" member." Christ loves each one
individually, and His love is shed abroad, giving vitality and power
to every part of His Church. Love is also the bond of union between
the members. We are all members one of another; closely related to,
and dependent on, each other (1 Cor. xii. 12-31). Where love abounds,
there is no jealousy or bitterness, no disparaging of others, no pride.
There ought to be the utmost care lest, by weakness or inconsistency,
we cause trouble to the Body. If one member suffers, all suffer with
it. If one member sins, all the members suffer too. A slight injury to
a finger may result in blood-poisoning, agony, and death. And sin
will cause pain and danger to Christ's Body. Our influence is very
strong. None of us liveth to himself (Rom. xiv. 7). One member
whose daily care is to watch in all things, may greatly help to strengthen
others. One life spreads blessing around if it is wholly given to God.
We have many examples before us in Scripture where one faithful
believer delivered a whole nation by the grace of the Lord. But the
contrary is also true. One member living for self may do grievous
harm. It is sadly possible for a believer to put a stumbling-block
before his weaker brother. Again, 'we need to watch lest we hurt any
of Christ's own people by a spirit of bitterness or evil-speaking. Do
we forget that they are His members? When we sin, in any way,
against the brethren, we sin against Christ (1 Cor. viii. 12).
As the spirit of love unites the whole Body, the members work
together in harmony. As all obey the Head, they will be ready to help
one another. There will be no schism, no opposition; but every
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member will be ready to do his own part, even though it be distasteful
or difficult. "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwe\I together in unity" (Ps. cxxxiii. I). When we are fully consecrated to the Lord's service by the precious ointment of His grace,
there are fellowship, unity, and mutual love. This gives great joy to
God, and calls forth His loving approval. "The precious ointment"
shows forth tbe gracious work of tbe Holy Spirit in the Church. The
Apostle reminds us that" the body without tbe spirit is dead" (James
ii. 26). This is quite true of tbe Church. The nominal Church is
" dead" to-day. There is outward form, but no power; there are
members, but no life; dry bones, but no breath; no precious ointment, no holy oil. This oil was poured on the head of the High Priest
at his consecration (Lev. viii. 12). The Holy Spirit was given without
measure to the Head of the Church (Ps. xlv. 7 ; John iii. 34; Acts
ii. 33; iv. 27; x. 38); and every true member is also anointed, or set
apart for God. The oil ran down to the skirts of the High Priest's
robe, to the weakest and meanest of the members. Not one member
is left without the grace of the Spirit. "God, Thy God, hath anointed
Thee with tbe oil of gladness above Thy fellows. All Thy garments
smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby
they have made Thee glad" (Pa. xlv. 7, 8).
Every member is needed for some" office" (Rom. xii. 4, 5). There
is special mention of feeble members, and they" are necessary" (I Cor.
xii. 22). It is precious to feel that they are not slighted or despised.
They are the objects of Christ's love; tbey are the recipients of His
grace. Their service may be lowly. It may be a service of waiting, a long
trial of patience; almost useless, if not quite so, to human eyes. Yet
"necessary." It may be service of suflering-" For His sake" (Phil.
i. 29); .. For His Body's sake" (Col. i. 24). That transforms the
suffering wonderfully! "Those members. . . which seem to be
more feeble" are not feeble in the sight of Cbrist. For He gives them
just as much strengtb as they need, as mucb as He sees fit. His
strengtb is made perfect in weakness (Ps. Ixxxvi. 16; 2 Cor. l<ii. 9).
The service may be prayer, waiting on the Lord, and upholding those
wbo labour in the teeth of the storm, .. in the forefront of the bottest
battle." Believers are apt to underrate their power, and regard themselves as useless. If, through unbelief, we fail to use our power, we
are indeed helpless. But since we bave the strengtb of the Lord, we
are a match for Satan and all his bosts. Every faithful obedient
member, abiding in vital uuion with the Head, is " necessary."
Finally, where the head is, the body must be. Our Head has passed
through suffering, death, and resurrection, and the Body must follow.
The Head is glorified; tbe Body will be! The Psalmist says in tbe
Name of Christ, " Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell; neither wilt
Thou sufler Tbine Holy One to see corruption" (Ps. xvi. 10). The
word" soul" often implies and includes the body. "Thou ,vilt not
leave My Body in the grave." Not one of Christ's members will be
" left" in the grave. Soon, very soon, we shall "all come unto
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a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature· of the fulness
of Christ" (Eph. iv. 13). The Head and the members will tben
be united and there will be no more separation. The Body will
be perfect, complete; no disease, no sin, no pain, no death in any·part.
And· this union of the Head and the members will be the Marriage of
the King's Son-the Marriage of the Lamb. Now the Church is
washed in the precious blood, and clothed in Christ's righteousnessher bridal robe of fine linen, clean and white. She is anointed with
precious ointment. She is rising from sleep, trimming her lamp, and
going out to meet her Bridegroom (Matt. xxv. 1-7). She takes up the
words of the bride in Solomon's Song, "Make haste, my Beloved."
" Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev. xxii. 20). "His wife hath made
herself ready" (Rev. xix. 7).
HENRIETTA G. BOWER.
Acle, Norfolk.
\

THE DAY OF S.MALL THINGS.
THE Lord knows-Who watches His people every moment-how often
it is their experience to leave His house, or turn from other means of
grace, "holpen with a little help." Something in sermon, lesson,
. prayer, or hymn has met and cheered or instructed them, and there
is the believing confidence that it has been His doing.
This is a step of that path which, as being in it, " no fowl knoweth
and the vulture's eye hath not seen." With Christ-dishonouring
hate the " unclean bird" may make his descent upon the crumb of
mercy that the hungry child is carrying away. But it is too late: the
help, if transient, was real and sweet; and though carnal ingratitude,
with all its numerous unbelieving reasons, may call the whole thing in
question, that makes no difference to the fact, however much it does
to the comfort of the battling saint, whose respite from conflict was
So short. He might, receiving strength from an ever-gracious Lord,
say to his fearful heart, " Hold fast that which thou hast." "Confirmed
by one soft, secret word, I seek no further light; but walk, depending
on my Lord, by faith and not by sight."
" Who hath despised the day of small things? " the Lord asked His
servant Zechariah. There was promise of a glorious ending, of shoutings and triumph as the work was crowned; but the rejoicing was to
begin when the plummet was seen in the hands of Zerubbabel. His
hands would finish what His hands had begun.
Brought into the conformity of dear children, His people are taught
to prize even the droppings of His love Whose promise is " showers of
blessing." To them there will come a day when" no oppressor shall
pass through them any more," but now they sing in the way when, if
for only five minutes, the" yoke is broken because of the anointing."
There" the glorious Lord will be a place of broad rivers and streams,"
but· " a little reviving in bondage" is the health-giving fruit sent
doWn from that place; and He Wno feeds them" in the integrity of
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His heart," is sure to give them enough. Yet He gives severally as He
will: those who gather much-running in the way of His commandments with enlarged hearts-have nothing over; those who gather
little, walking but now and then at liberty, have no lack; only let them,
H it be but one grape from Canaan that come to them, not fail to bring
up a good report of the land.
H' Who hath despised the day of small things 1 " is a question that
concerns every saint in the great cloud of witnesses which will accumulate till time fail. One or another of them, conscious of sinful
unkindness to their Friend, of being "unthankful, unholy," may
ask, Lord, is it I 1 " and seek the spirit and power of Elias who, when
he heard the still small voice of J ehovah, went out and stood before the
Lord. More than once was he minished and brought low before the
chariots of fire carried him to glory. But he learned at the feet of Ope
Who makes small the drops of water; and could see in a cloud, as yet
no bigger than a man's hand, an overwhelming answer to his prayer
for ,rain.
A day of small things in this world's goods, with subsequent increase,
has been the lot of very many of the people of God. Even Jacob
could with his "two bands" call to mind the days of "staff"
only. A stranger Moabitess counted out in hope SLX measures of
barley, and shortly saw all the possessions of Boaz, her own. A
" handmaid " in evening-time light owed no man anything, and had
enough to live on. Some hours after, debts and a pot of oil were all
she had in the house,
But the worldling prospers too; so while the saints with thankful
hearts enjoy their good things, they want repeated assurance that they
are the willing gifts and provision of a Covenant Father; and they
want, too, daily grace that the things that are temporal may have in
their heart's desire, though with varying realization, their proper-a
secondary-place. Then the little things of grace are highly esteemed
and precious. "Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end
should greatly increase." The questiomng as to the reality of the
help; what the Lord's mind in it was, and such like, are exercises
unknown to those not alive, and keep the soul in constant dependence
and in that poverty which is of the Holy Spirit's creation. "I know
thy poverty," Jesus said to one of His Churches, and to another,
Thou hast a little strength." But to him that hath shall be given,
and he shall have more abundance; a clearer sense of forgiveness;
a more abiding spirit of acceptance and confidential communion.
And all for His own Triune Name's sake. Straitened His people
may;be in asking; straitened in receiving; but He is not straitened
in giving. According to His own will and purpose of love, out of
a strait place they shall be removed into a large, and there His own
light will shine on what has been, and put a glory on the H day of
smallthings."
H
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"WHAT IS· YOUR LIFE 1 "

"WHERE IS THE FLOCK 1 "

"Where is the flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock 1 " hR. xiii. 20.

THESE questions come with the opening year. What is your life.!
J ames tells us that it is a " vapour" (iv. 14). Paul tells us that it is
" hid" (Col. iii. 3). And the Christian tells us that it is the most
valuable thing that we possess. Perchance the best answer to " What
is your Jife 1" is to consider the question, "Where is the flock 1 "
" By their fruits ye shall know them." Fruits are internal and external.
" Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh," proving
whose we are and where our treas.ure is-this is the internal " fruit,"
what our" life" is. "I w:ill show thee my faith by my works," proving
·whose we are and whom we serve-this is the external fruit, how our
flock" is.
Two or three passages about the vineyard may help us to answer
our questions. We read, "My beloved had a vineyard in a very
fruitful hill" (Isa. v. 1); "He let out the vineyard unto keepers"
(Song of Solomon viii. ll); "They made me the keeper of the
vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept" (Song of
Solomon i. 6). "My vineyard, which is mine, is before me " in this
opening year (Song of Solomon viii. 12).
" Mine own vineyard."-My influence on those around me. What
are my communications, my conversations, my correspondence 1 You
meet a neighbour who says, " Oh! have you heard so-and-so 1 " and
an evil bit of scandal is poured out. You pass on degraded and dragged
down. You meet another friend who asks, "Did you notice this in
the Scripture portion to-day 1 " and a helpful thought from the Word
of God follows, and you pass on brighter, uplifted. Both are only
communications, yet how different in every way. Then conversation,
the lengthened talk, is just as varied. It may be of the Father, the
Son, and the Spirit, or of the world, the flesh, and the devil.
One word of warning. It is possible to be so busy with our work and
efforts for God's glory externally, that we neglect our personal internal
~' vineyard." We grow cold and careless over our Bible study and
private prayer. This is a very grave danger, and can only be overcome by wrestling with God and by steady perseverance. Doubtless
the above quotations from Solomon's Song refer originally to Adam and
. Eve put into the garden" to dress and to keep it" (Gen. ii. 15); in
the same way that the fifth verse of the eighth chapter of the Song
refers to Gen. iii. 8, 9. But our first parents failed to " keep" it, and
original sin was introduced. They were made the external" keepers,"
but when they fell as internal" keepers," they lost their purity, their
privilege, and their position.
Now a' word about the" flock." "Where is the flock that was
given thee, thy beautiful flock 1" What during your life below is'
your influence over your neighbours 1 What is your intercourse in
your family circle 1 How does your light shine before the strangers
H
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with whom you come in contact 1 In which scale, good or bad, does
your power weigh with "your friends 1 Do you exercise right or wrong
principles on your nearest and dearest 1 All these are " your flock."
Is your sway the marvellous might of love, or the domineering coercion
of a strong will 1 for Christ or for Satan 1 for the Saviour or for self 1
" Where," will assuredly be asked us on that tremendous day between
temporal and eternal time, "where is the flock that was given thee 1 "
-relations, friends, neighbours, strangers, enemies, and ungodly ones.
"Thy beautiful flock," "where is it 1" Are you watching "the
flock" " as they that must give account" 1 Are you watching" the
flock" as " they that watch for the morning" 1 "The morning" of
reward, remember, as well as "the morning" of eternal life. There
are five waitings or watchings " for the morning." Tossing alone in
pain at night during a time of sickness, how we long and" watch" for
the morning's dawn. This is only physical agony. But we see another
scene of watching. We stand by the bed of a loved relation who is
fast passing away from earth, and we strain our eyes to catch the first
streak of light in the eastern sky-the dear one "does" so wish that it
were morning." How we dread what that morning may bring, while
the heart-sickening question is, " Will he be in time to see him alive 1 "
This is but torture. There is another worse suspense that living souls
can live through. These two are but watching for the natural day;
the ether three are spiritual watchings. Think first of the transit
of a Christian from this life to the better one. The soul is about to be
parted from the body, and the sufferer sighs softly as he watches
wearily for" the morning" of heaven's light, in that darkest of earthly
nights. But the Saviour is present to save and to still. The last step
is the quickest step, as the river is forded in the sudden dawn, and the
full" morning" breaks in a moment. This is a blessed hope, a glorious
" watching," because the watcher is a living soul. But have you ever
watched" as they that watch for the morning," that is, strainingly,
anxiously, eagerly, for the dawn of life in a dead soul 1 Longed,
p~ayed, wrestled with and for that soul, for weeks, months, and perhaps
years 1 And yet there is no interest; no" morning" seems apparent;
neither token nor proof is given, nor has there been any movement of
life. Not the faintest shadow of vitality or animation stirs the spirit;
no " breath" appears to inhabit the" dry bones." This" watching"
is more intense suffering than any of the others. It is anguish.
The deadly stillness is well descri~ed in " the child" of 2 Kings iv.,
"There was neither voice, nor hearing, nor attention" (margin)
because" the child was dead." But when the renewing breath of life
was breathed into him, " the child opened his eyes'" (vv. 31-35). Then
" watch" on, beloved fellow-worker, in prayer and faith, for the
dawn of the morning of spiritual life in that seemingly dead soul.,
" The flock" was" given you" to " watch." For we "watch for
souls as they that must give account" (Heb. xiii. 17) of the" beautiful
flock" "that was giveu" us. And perchance your wrestling and
patient dealing will be the arrow from the bow of the Spirit to rouse
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that soul from its night of sleep. It is now sleeping the sleep of night,
but the sovereign Spirit can make the soul hear, and it may be that
He will do so, and the "eyes" will be "opened" to eternal )ife.
For we are told that we are working " on a very fruitful hill."
The grand, glad season of Advent, and Christmas Day-the first
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ-have bespoken another watching
" for the morning." That will be the morning of reward! To-day
it is the" morning" of work-" the night cometh when no man can
work." Only Jesus can work in "the night," be it the midnight of
the human soul or the midnight of the Church's needs. Surely the
Church needs Him now, waiting, longing, eagerly expecting Him.
She is watching" for the morning" of His coming. As yet it is midnight with her. Truly as she contemplates her present position, she
feels that it is "now dark and Jesus (is) not come" (John vi. 17). But
faith reads on-" About the fourth watch of the night, He clYme/.h unto
them" (Mark vi. 48). "The fourth watch" is the darkest hour
before the dawn. It is " now dark" indeed to the Church with her
Light " not come." Yet suddenly the morning of His coming will
dawn, and there will be no more night and no more midnight experiences
for her. For" the night is far spent, the day is at hand."
Then, "What is your life?" Are you keeping your " vineyard"
faithfully? Are you tending " the flock that was given" you? Are
you waiting and watching for" the morning" of His coming, in wishes,
words, and works, so that you will not be ashamed before Him at
His coming? Your life, if you are a believer, is safe-" hid with
Christ in God." Your" flock" and your faithfulness are in the same
safety. Are you fearful of being unfaithful? But" He is faithful
that promised," and He fits you for service, and so fulfils His promise
of faithfulness. And He calls it a "beautiful flock." He sees the
beauty in it, though you may not at present. You, too, will see its
beauty by and by. Therefore let US who are of the day remember and
obey the earnest exhortation coupled with the encouraging assurance
in 1 Peter v. 2---4: "Feed the flock of God which is among you, as
much as in you is (margin)
not by constraint, but willingly . . .
being ensamples to the flock
And when the Chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
CHRIST'S ENTRANCE INTO REST.
FROM DR. OWEN'S EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.
" For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased frlYm his own
works, as God frlYm His:"-HEBREWS iv. 10.
EXPOSITORS generally apply these words unto believers, and their
entering into the rest of God, whether satisfactorily to themselves or
others, either aJ! to their design, coherence, scope, or signification of
particular expressions, I know not. Nor is it my way to oppose or
confute the expositions of others, unless they are of such as wrest the
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Scripture to the confirmation of errors and heresies; or pervert the
testimonies which in any texts or places are given unto important
and fundamental truths of the Gospel. But where things spoken or
delivered are true with respect unto the analogy of faith, though they
may not be rightly or regularly deduced from this or that text in
particular, yet they may have their use unto edification, through their
conformity with what is taught in other places. In such cases I shall
not contend with any, but with all humility propose my own thoughts
and reasons to the consideration of them who are wise, learned, and
godly. I am not, then, satisfied with the exposition mentioned of this
place, but look upon it as that which neither suits the design of the
Apostle, nor can bear a tolerable sense in its 'particular application.
For, first, supposing believers to be here intended, what are the works
they are said to rest from? Their sins, say some; their labours,
sorrows, and 8ufferings, say others, from these they rest in heaven.
But how can they be said to rest from these works as God did from
His own? For God so rested from His, as to take the greatest delight
and satisfaction in them, to be refreshed by them. "In six days the
Lord made heaven and 'earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and
was refreshed" (Exod. xxxi. 17). He so rested from them as that
He rested in them, and blessed them, and blessed and sanctified the
time wherein they were fiuished. Indeed, God's rest from and upon
His works, besides a mere cessation of working, consisted principally
in the satisfaction and complacency that He had in them. But now,
if those mentioned be the works here intended, men cannot so rest
from them as God did from His. But they cease from them with a
detestation of them as far as they are sinful, and joy for their deliverance
from them as far as they are sorrowful. Now this is not to rest as
God rested. Again, when are men supposed to rest from these works?
It cannot be in this world; for here we rest not at all from temptations,
sufferings, ·and sorrows; and in that mortification of sin which we
attain to, we are to fight continually, resisting even unto blood. It
must therefore be in heaven that they so rest, and this is affirmed
accordingly. But this utterly excludes the rest in and of the Gospel
from the Apostle's discourse, and enervates it, so as that his whole
present argument is nothing to his purpose, as we have showed before.
It appears, therefore, that it is tbe rest of another that is intended
here, even the rest of Christ from His works, which is compared with
the rest of God from His at the foundation of the world. For:First, the conjunction "for," which introduced this assertion,
manifests that the Apostle in these words gives an account whence it is
that there is a new Sabbatism remaining for the people of God. He
had proved before that there could be no such rest but what was
founded in the works of God, and His rest that ensued thereon. Such
a foundation therefore, he saith, this new rest must have, and it hath
it. Now this is, and must be, in the works and rest of Him by Whom
the Church was built, that is Christ, Who is God, as it is expressly
argued (chap. iii. 3, 4). For as that rest which all the world was to
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observe, was founded in the works and rest of Him Who built or made
the world and all things in it, so the rest of the Church of the Gospel
is'to. be founded in the works and rest of Him by Whom the Church
itself was built, that is Jesus Christ. For He, on the account of His
works and rest, is also Lord of the Sabbath, to abrogate one day of
rest, and institute another.
Secondly, the Apostle here changeth the manner of his expression;
from the plural absolutely, " we who believe," or virtually in the name
of a multitude, the " people of God," into that which is absolutely
singular: "he that is entered." A single person is here expressed,
one on whose account the things mentioned are a,sserted. And of
this change of phrase there can no reason be given, but only to signify
the introduction of a singular person.
Thirdly, the rest which he is said to enter into is called his rest,
absolutely; as God, speaking of the former rest calls it My rest, So
this is the my rest of another: His rest, namely, the rest of Christ,
When the entering of believers is mentioned, it is called either God's
rest,-" They shall not enter into My rest; " or rest absolutely-" We
that believe do enter into rest," But not their rest, or our rest; for it
is not our own but God's rest, whereinto we enter, and wherein we
rest. The rest here is the rest of Him Whose it is, Who is the Author
of it; that is, it is the rest of Christ.
Fourthly, there is a direct parallel in the whole verse, between the
works of the old creation and those of the new, which the Apostle is
openly comparing together. (1) For the authors of them. Of the
one it is said to be God, "as God did from His," that is, the Creator;
of the other, He: Who is that He of Whom we speak, saith our
Apostle (v. 13). For in these words he makes also a transition to the
person of Christ, allowing only the interposition of an applicatory
exhortation (v. 11). (2) The works of the one and the other are
expressed. The works of the Creator are "His proper works,"
His own works, the works of the old creation. And there are the
works of Him of Whom he speaks, "His works; " those which He
wrought in like manner as God did His own at the beginning;
that is, the work of building the Church. For these works must
answer each other, and have the same respect unto their autlwrs
or workers. They must be good and complete in their kind, and such
as rest and refreshment may be taken in, as well as upon. To compare the sins or the sufferings of men with the works of, God, our Apostle
did not intend. (3) There is the rest of the one, and of the other.
And these must also have their proportion to one another. Now God
rested from His own work of creation, (i.) By ceasing from creating,
only continuing all things by His power, in their order, and propagating
them to His glory; (ii.) By His respect unto them, or refreshment in
them as those which set forth His praise, and satisfy His glorious
design. And so also must He rest Who is here spoken of.
(i.) He must cease from working in the like kind. He must suffer
no more, die no more, but only continue the work of His grace in the

•

The Gospel Magazine

49

preservation of the new creature, and orderly increase and propagation
of it by the Spirit. (ii.) In His delight and satisfaction whicb He
taketh in His works, which Jesus Christ hath to the utmost. He sees of
the travail of His soul, and is satisfied, and is in possession of that
glory which was set before Him, while He was at His work.
From what hath been spoken, I suppose it will appear plainly to
unprejudiced and impartial minds, that it is the person of Jesus Christ
that is the subject here spoken of; and we shall confidently allow a
supposition thereof to regulate our exposition of this verse. And there
is considerable in it.
First, the Person spoken of, "He that is entered into His rest; "
that is, the Lord J esns Christ, the Builder of the Church, the Author
of the new creation. And this gives an account of the causal connexion " for:" there remaineth a Sabbatism now for the people of
God, for Christ is entered into His rest.
Secondly, there are the works that this rest of His respects, which it
is said He hath ceased, or rested from. These works have been fully
opened and declared in the third and fourth verses of the third chapter,
whither we refer the reader. All that He died and suffered, from His
incarnation to His resurrection, as the Mediator of the Covenant, with
all the fruits, effects, and consequent of what He so did and suffered,
belong to these works.
Thirdly, there is the rest that He entered into to be cousidered.
Hereof we have seen before in general, that there are two parts :
(1) A cessation from His work. He hungered no more, was tempted
no more; in a word, died no more. (2) A satisfaction in His works'
and the product of them. This Christ had in His; whence He says
upon a view of their effects, " The lines are fallen unto Me in pleasant
places; I have a goodly heritage" (Psalm xvi. 6).
Fourthly, His entrance into His rest is in like manner proposed unto
us. Now this was not His lying down in the grave. His body indeed
there rested for a while; but that was no part of His mediatory rest,
as the Founder and Builder of the Church. For (1) It was a part of
His humiliation: not only His death, but His abode or continuance
in the state of death was so; and that a principal part of it. For
after the whole human nature was personally united unto the Son of
God; to have it brought into a state of dissolution, to have the body
and soul separated from each other, was a great humiliation. And
everything of this sort belonged to His works, not His rest. (2) This
separation of body and soul under the power of death was penal, part
of the sentence of the law that He underwent. And therefore Peter
declares that the pains of death were not loosed but in His resurrection
(Acts ii. 24), "Whom God," saith he, "hath raised up, having loosed the
pains of death: because it was not possible that He should be holden of
it." Whilst He was held oUt, He was under it penally. This, therefore,
could not 'be His rest, or any part of it, nor did He in it enter into
His rest, but continued His work. Nor, secondly, did He first enter
into His rest at His ascension. Then, indeed, He took actual possession
4
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of His glory, as to the full public manifestation of it. But to enter
into rest is one thing, and to take possession of glory another. And
it is placed by our Apostle as a remote consequent of the Lord Christ's
being justified in the Spirit, when He entered into His rest (1 Tim.
iii. 16). But this His entrance into rest was in, by, and at His
resurrection from the dead. For (1) Therein and then was He freed
from the sentence, power, and stroke of the law, and discharged of all
the debt of our sin, which He had undertaken to make satisfaction
for (Acts. ii. 24). (2) Then and therein were all types, all prophecies
and predictions fulfilled, that concerned the work of our redemption.
(3) Then indeed His work was done, I mean that which answereth
God's creating work, though He still continueth that which answers
His work of preservation. Then was the law fully satisfied, Satan
absolutely subdued, peace with God made, the price of our redemption
paid, and the whole foundation of the Church gloriously laid in and
upon His own Person. Then the morning stars sang together, aud
all the sons of God shouted for joy. (4) Then and therein was He
declared to be the Son of God with power (Rom. i. 4), God manifesting to
all that this was He, concerning and to Whom He said, " Thou art My
Son, this day have I begotten Thee" (Acts xiii. 33). This might be
further confirmed, but that as I know, it is not much questioned.
Therefore did the Lord Christ enter into His rest after He had finished
and ceased from His works, on the morning of the first day of the week,
when He arose from the dead, the foundation of the new creation being
laid and perfected.
There lieth the foundation of our Sabbatizing, of the Sabbatism
that remains for the people of God. This reason does the Apostle
give of it. He had before asserted it, and there remained no more
for him to do, but to manifest, that as those other rests which were
passed, the one at the beginning of the world, the other at the giving
of the law, had their foundation in the works and rests of God, whence
a day of rest was given out to the Church, so had this new rest a foundation in the works and rest of Christ, Who built all these things and is
God, determining a day for our use, in and by that whereon Himself
entered into His rest, that is, the first day of the week. See hence,
that:Observation I.-The whole Church, all the duties, worship, and
privileges of it, are founded in the Person, authority, and actions of
J etlUS Christ.
Observation H.-The first day of the week, the day of the resurrection
of Christ, when He rested from His works, is appointed and determined
for a day of rest, or Sabbath, unto the Church, to be constantly
observed in the room of the seventh day appointed and observed
from the foundation of the world, under the Old Testament. This
proposition, containing a truth of great importance, and greatly
opposed by many on various accounts, that the full discussion of it
may not too much interrupt the course of our exposition, is handled
apart and at large in exercitations to that purpose, whereunto the
reader in this place is remitted.
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THE POWER OF CHRIST.
FROM" LOOKING UPWARD," BY THE LATE REV.
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THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ affords an exhaustless theme of
wonder and praise. Grace centres in Him, as in the fountain; for,
" it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." It flows
out of Him in streams; "and of His fulness have all we received, and
grace for grace." We know this grace, how, though He was rich, yet
for our sakes He hecame poor, that we through His poverty might be
rich. We are comforted with the knowledge; for we have the assurance
that we possess in Him a merciful and faithful High Priest, in things
pertaining to God. Resting upon His intercession, and believing that
He can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, we come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.
Precious are these memories. We shall not lose them, nor lessen
them, if we think likewise of the Redeemer's majesty. When we exalt
Him to His fullest glory, we do not thereby overshadow His grace.
On the contrary, we magnify the latter and make it conspicuous, by
exhibiting the greatness of its donor. In the days of His flesh, the
Divinity continually shone out through the veil of His humanity;
and, similarly, in His dispensations of goodness, we always find evidences
of His Godhead. Such a Saviour, in truth, became us. None but
Jehovah could effect our salvation; and none but He took upon Him
our nature. I would bin consider how great this Redeemer is, and.
occupy myself with meditating on " the power of Christ."
I roam through the Universe, that I may discover its most glorious
regions. I wing my way, in thought, from star to star. Higher and
higher I ascend, until I am caught up into the third heaven. In this
most blessed abode, dwelling in the light which no man can approach
lmto, is our own Jesus; and here, to my endless joy, He is acknowledged supreme. "All power," saith He, " is given unto Me in heaven."
Its highest Intelligences are His delighted servants. They do His
co=andments, hearkening unto the voice of His word. "We little
know," wrote pious John Howe, " or can conceive, as yet, the several
orders and distinctions of the celestial inhabitants, and their great and
illustrious princes and potentates, thrones, dominions, etc., that all
pay Him a dutiful and joyful subjection and obedience. But do we
not know [that] God hath given Him a name above every name; and
that at His name, or in it, as it may be read, i.e. in acknowledgment of
His sovereign power, every knee must bow, of things in heaven, on
earth, and under earth, and all confess that He is Lord to the praise
and glory of God the Father 1
The Redeemer is pre-eminent. He is set br above all principality
and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to
come. He is higher than the highest.
In this, His rightful
position, He is "Head over all things to the Church." At the
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Father's right hand He takes His place, as the Surety and Representative of His people. He presents them sprinkled with His
blood; and they are accepted in the Beloved. He makes their
prayers fragrant with the incense of His intercession. He encourages suppliants to trust in His advocacy. He is "the way," by
which they may come. He is "the door," through which they may
enter. Through Him they have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
If they ask anything in His name, He promises that He will do it.
The "all power" vested in Rim (Matthew xxviii. 18) is to be the
stimulus to "all prayer" (Ephesians vi. 18) proceeding from them.
None can hinder Him in His purposes of mercy. None can bring to
judgment those whom He has forgiven. Creation is challenged in the
query, "Who is he that condemneth ~" There is none to do this.
" It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, Who is even at
the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us."
For the redeemed, as the forerunner, Jesus is passed into the heavens;
and He gives them assurance that where He is, there they shall be also.
What well-springs of consolation ,He opened when He said, " I go to
prepare a place for you"! He divested the unseen world of its strangeness, and taught His people to regard it as their real, unchanging home.
In the many mansions of His Father's house, He has" all things ready"
for their coming. And often in rapt communion with Him, they
enjoy some foretaste of these blessings. They look, with dying Stephen,
into the opened heavens, where, to the eye of faith, only one Object
presents itself. Not on redeemed ones there, nor on those unspeakable
joys, gaze they, but on their risen and glorified Master. That sight is
sufficient, whether for life or death. It is enough to know that He is
gone thither before them, and is on the right hand of God; angels and
authorities and powers being made subject unto Him.
Leaving heaven, and coming down to earth, I inquire further concerning the authority of Jesus. Of this lower world, the government
is upon His shoulder. He is the blessed and only Potentate, the Kiug
of kings, and Lord of lords. "But now we see not yet all things put
under Him." A wicked and cruel usurper has deceived the inhabitants
of eartb, and continually worketh in the children of disobedience.
The sons of men, in like manner, assume to themselves an authority
independent of their Creator. As if following Satan's example, if not
acting in conjunction with him, the princes of this world too often carry
out the administration of their realms, ignoring the sovereignty of Jesus.
They seek not His counsel; nor study His honour; nor make known
His name. He endures it at their hands, because He is very pitiful,
and of tender mercy. He is not willing tbat any should· perish, but
that all sbould come to repentance. Yet let them remember, that He
is only gone to receive for Himself a kingdom, and to return. He
will reckon with them, in His time. They may either, through indifference, neglect to employ their trusts in His service; or, in open
rebellion, gather together against the Lord and His Christ. But their
opposition is fruitless. The decree is gone forth. The Lord hathset
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His King upon His holy hill of Zion; and" He must reign." All
kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve Him. Oh!
that princes would learn, from His Word, their duty :" Be wise now, therefore, 0 ye kings!
Be instructed, ye judges of the earth!
Serve the Lord with fear,
And rejoice with trembling."
In the Lord's government of the world, as in all things beside, He is
like Himself, and is unlike man. His thoughts are not our thoughts,
neither are our ways His ways. If we have aught of moment or difficulty to accomplish, we are constrained to choose for action the most
favourable time, and to employ in our service the most suitable agency.
Neglecting or despising such instrumentality, we utterly fail. But it
is the characteristic of the Lord to bring to pass His glorious designsthrough means that appear most likely to defeat them. The wrath of
man is made to praise Him. He suffers a haughty Pharaoh to arise,
.that He may show in him His power, and that His name may be declared
throughout all the earth. As the excellent Leighton remarks:".Man's wrath tends to God's praise in this, that God, giving way
to it, does so manage it by His sublime providence, that it often directly
crosses their own ends, and conduces manifestly to His. Pharaoh
thought that his dealing cruelly with the Jews in their tasks and burdens
was wisdom: Let us work wisely, says he. But whereas their ordinary
servitude was become familiar to them, and they were tamed to it,
that same accession of new tyranny l'lid prepare and dispose the·
Israelites for a desire of departure, and their departure made way for
Pharaoh's destructIOn."
The simile he employs for a sinner's self-brought nun, is good:" And that is a sad fall; as the eagle that was shot With an arrow
trimmed with her own feathers."
Amid darkest discouragements to the cause and kingdom of Christ,
believers comfort themselves with the knowledge that "the Lord
reigneth." He has not given His sceptre to another. He ruleth in
the kingdom of men. The faithful Witness, the first-begotten of the
dead, is the Prince of the kings of the earth.
Yet nearer, and to Himself dearer, is the sovereignty of Jesus in
salvation. In the kingdom of grace, the Redeemer has all authority
given to Him. He quickeneth whom He will. He has received power
over all flesh, that He may give eternal life to as many as His Father
hath given Him. The bestowal of pardon is His prerogative. "The
Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins." Neither angel nor
saint shares this privilege with Him. He limits Himself, moreover,
in the locality where His mercy shall be exercised. This world of ours,
the scene of man's fall, is to be also the scene of man's redemption.
On earth, and nowhere beside, will the Son of Man forgive sins. The
" power" entrusted to Him, is tested in the salvation of mankind;
nor doth it ever fail. By marvellous examples, He demonstrates His
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ability to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.
His blood cleanseth them from all sin. He washes them, and they
are whiter than snow. They are made a people willing in the day of
His power. They find themselves the objects of His peculiar love.
All things work together for their good. Sin is no longer suffered to
have dominion over them. Satan shall not prevail against them.
They overcome the world by the victory of faith. Their Master
assures them of their preservation to the end. He gives unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish; neither shall any man
pluck them out of His hand. No weapon that is formed against them
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against them in judgment, they shall condemn. Their Lord keeps them by His power,
through faith. He entrenches their souls within the defences of His
love. He appoints salvation for their walls and bulwarks. Benjamin's
blessing is their own; "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety
by Him."
" The weakest persons," writes Leighton, "that are within a strong
place, women and children, though they were not able to resist the
enemy, if they were alone; yet so long "as the place wherein they are
is of snfficient strength, and well manned, and every way accommodate
to hold out, they are in safety. Thus, the weakest believer is safe;
because, by believing, he is within the strongest of all defences."
In the affiictions of His people, Jesus is afflicted. Times of trial are
made, through His goodness, times of special support. Mourners who,
in other days, ouly tasted that He is gracious, now drink from the
fulness of "His sympathy. They bave rich experiences of His love.
They hear the beatings of a heart which itself is " acquainted with
grief." Sinking though they be, there is grace sufficient for them.
Helpless as they are, there is strength which is made perfect in weakness. They are instructed to look out of themselves, that they may
be " complete in Him." "When they are weak, then are they strong.
They learn to take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities,
in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. They even glory in
their infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon them.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Thus have I seen, to my joy, that" all power is given" unto my
Master" in heaven and in earth." But the limits of His authority are
not reached. I think of the invisihIe state. There is the kingdom
of Death; and what is His jurisdiction therein? I hear His own
voice, saying unto me: "Fear not: I am the first and the last:
I am He tbat liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." Herein
He speaks corulortably to His people. The entire disposal 01 hades
and death is placed within His merciful hands. In the work of
redemption, He acquired this prerogative by His own death and
glorious resurrection. Having the keys, He openeth, and no man
shutteth; He shutteth, and no man openeth. By this knowledge, He
removes our last, lingering fears; and commends Himself to us, as All
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and in all. What child of dust can think of his" change" without
emotion? We may not fear death, yet may shrink from dying. Even
an Apostle, likening the body to the soul's garment, which is laid aside
at death, would exclaim, " Not for that we would be swallowed up of
life!" We know not the circumstances of our dying; the time and
place where it shall happen; the persons that shall be near; the
~ickness or (so·called) accident that shall bring it to pass. BRt it is
enough to know that Jesus has the whole custody of 4he passage from
this visible state into the invisible. Admirably doth good old John
Bowe counsel us :" Do not regret or dread to pass out of the one world into the other
at His call and RUder Bis conduct, though through the dark passage of
Death; remembering the keys are in so great and so kind a hand, and
that Bis good pleasure herein is no more to be distrusted, than it be
disputed or withstood. Let it be enough for you, that what you cannot
see yourself, Be sees for you. You have oft desired your ways, your
motives, your removals from place to place, might be directed by Him
in the world. Have you never said, If Thou go not with me, carry me
not hence? How safely and how fearlessly may you follow Him
blindfold or in the dark any whither; not only from place to place in
this world, but from world to world; how lightsome soever the one,
and gloomy and dark the other may seem to you. Darkness and light
are to Him alike. To Him hades is no hades, nor is the dark way that
leads into it to Him an untrodden path. Shrink not at the thoughts
of this translation, though it be not by escaping Death, but [by passing]
even through tb.e jaws of it."
Fears in dylllg are not unfrequently Satan's last mode of assaulting
the soul. It is hard to say whether they be more distressing to man
or dishonouring of the Redeemer. He took part of flesh and blood
"that, through death, He might destroy him that had the power of
death-that is, the devil-and deliver them who, through fear of
death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage." Faith is the anti·
dote for fear. There is no dread of Death, if we rest simply on Him
Who is the Resurrection and the Life. We shall not pass from His
care, if we die. Hades is included in His dominions: and its inhabitants, equally with those on earth, are His subjects. "To this end
Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that He might be Lord both
of the dead and living." Our times are in His hand. All things
pertaining to our leaving this world may be best confided to Him.
Howe's observation is just :" Men do not die at random, or by some uncertain, accidental bystroke, that, as by a slip of the hand, cuts of! the thread of life; but
by an act of Divine determination and judgment, that passes in reference to each one's death. For as the key signifies authority and power;
the turning of this key of death, that gives a man his exit out of this
world, is an authoritative act. And do we consider in what hand this
power is lodged? We cannot but apprehend every such act is the
ef!ect of cORUsel and judgment."
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I subjoin one more passage, wherein this deep thinker passes from
consolation to solemn admonition :" His power as to everyone's death cannot be avoided or withstood.
The act of this key is definite, and ends the business. No man hath
power over the spirit to retain the spirit; nor hath he power in [tl\e
day of] death (Eccl. viii. 8). It is in vain to struggle when the key is
turned. The power of the keys, where it is supremely lodged, is
absolutely decisive, and their effect permanent and irrevocable. That
soul, therefore, for whose exit the key is turned, must thereupon then
forthwith depart, willing or unwilling, ready or unready."
Like two pictures, these noble truths may stand side by side. Our
lives are altogether in God's hands; for in Him we live, and move, and
have our being. They shall not terminate one moment sooner than
He seeth fit. In death there is no chance-medley. Even a sparrow
shall not fall on the ground without our Father. On the other hand,
this existence of ours cannot be protracted beyond the limit He shall
appoint. He taketh away our breath, we die, and return to our dust.
Happy are they who can heartily affirm with Paul, " Whether we live,
we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord:
whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's."

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

I have passed, in vision, through Creation; and whithersoever my
steps led me, there have I found the Saviour to be supreme. Things in
heaven, things in earth, and things under the earth, alike acknowledge
His authority. But how is it with the world within me 1 Is Jesus
enthroned in my heart 1 Are the strongholds of an unrenewed nature
pulled down 1 Is Self entirely subdued 1 Have I renounced every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God 1 Have
I brought into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ 1
A right answer to these queries is of more concern to me, individually
than the knowledge that all the angels of God worship Him.

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD.
LEST we should mistake the way, He lines it out with blood.
From the beginning to the end of the sacred Scriptures, the scarlet
line of the blood is seen leading the poor sinner to the only way of
escape from the wrath to come. Through all the various dispensations
of the world in the Old Testament, whether Patriarchal, Mosaic,
. Levitical, or Prophetic, the same red line is apparent, to keep continually before the mind of the people the promised Redeemer, the
Ransom Who should come, and by His death and blood-shedding
abolish death and him that had the power of death, that is the Devil.
It is the ouly way of help in time of need-to plead the blood. It is
the ouly way of deliverance from the power, dominion, and evil of sin
-to fly to the open fountain. It is the only way to God, the way
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to heaven and happiness, the only way of peace and comfort under
distressing trials, cares, and fears. .. Blood has a voice to pierce the
skies." It is the only way whereby the fiery darts of the wicked
can be resisted, and it is the only way whereby death can be faced
without terror. As one says :.. In Christ I've naught to fear,
If pierced at once with deatli's dread spear,
'Tis dipt in blood Divine."

We often feel, what shonld we do without the blood, the atoning
blood, the peace·speaking blood, the sin-subduing blood. This we
make our only plea when in dire need. As one says: .. 'I flee unto Thee
to hide me ' ; in the cleft of His dear wounded side seek I my refuge
until these calamities be overpast." I remember a dear aged believer
whom I knew well and loved in the Lord, now" with Him," who
delighted to dwell upon the sprinkling of the blood, the sprinkled
blood; fresh living blood, he wonld say, in all its virtue and vitality,
as but just now shed and poured out. Nothing short of this will
satisfy a guilty, troubled heart. The shedding of the blood and the
preserving it in the basin were not sufficient. .. Strike the lintel and
the two sideposts with the blood." "And the blood shall be to you
for a token upon the houses where ye are; and when I see the blood
I will pass over you." .. But ye are come . . . to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abe!." Faith in
exercise realizes and experiences this great truth, though it, and the.
peace resulting from it, pass all understanding. May this peace keep
our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Q!Otte~ponbente.
"'.

A PRACTICAL EXAMPLE TO BE FOLLOWED.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-I was very thankful to read a letter signed by
Mr. Perrott in the December number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; and
I write to express the hope that a large number of subscribers will
double their subscription, taking two copies instead of one per month,
through 1912. As one who values the MAGAZINE very highly, I will
promise to do this, and trust others will follow my lead.
Yours faithfully,
.11th December, 1911.
SUBSCRIBER.
[This is a practical example of Christian service to be followed by
the LORD'S servants generally. It, with believing prayerfulness,
may effect great· thingS.-ED.." G. M."]
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l!Jtotestant lSeacon.
PRIESTHOOD.
A LECTURE DELIVERED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE CHURCH
ASSOCIATION, BY TIlE REV. HUGH M'NEILE, D.D., CANON OF CHESTER,
AT ST. JAMES'S HALL, LONDON, ON TUESDAY, FEB. 12TH, 1867.

(Oontinued from p. 754).
I NOW approach the ground upon which such a claim to priesthood
as I have described is advanced by some of the Clergy of the English
Church. They have a right, if we argue ill_this way against them,
and invite a large assemblage of our fellow-citizens to hear us-they
have a right that we should deal fairly with what they consider the
strength of their position. I have no wish whatever to deal partially,
or wilfully to avoid anything that would make for their claim. I
cannot, indeed, make any large quotations from themselves. I would
consider that a waste of your time, but I will endeavour to avoid any
misrepresentation of what they have said.
The claim is grounded upon their interpretation of the language
of Holy Scripture in the first place. First, upon the language addressed
to St. Peter when our Lord said, .. I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, shall
be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, shall
be loosed in heaven "-words which He afterwards repeated to all His
Apost,les, .. Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven."
And once more, upon the language which He addressed to ten of the
twelve disciples in the evening of the day that He rose from the dead,
when He said, " As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And
when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever sins ye remit, they are
remitted to them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained."
These are solemn words; and if we refuse to receive the meaning
attached to them by some of our brethren, we are bound, I think,
in all fairness to give what we ourselves consider the meaning-not
only to object, but, if we can, to instruct.
In the first place, we observe that a parallel is here struck in ordinary
language between the Lord's own mission and tht mission then and
thele committed to His Apostles. "As My Father hath sent Me,
even so send I you." In considering this parallel, discrimination is
necessary, because, as you will soon perceive, it is not absolute,it is not applicable in every point. The Father sent the Son to make
an atonement by His own blood for the sins of the world. It has never
been pretended on any side that the Son sent the Apostles to make
an atonement by their blood for the sins of the world. Here there is
no parallel. Again, the Father sent the Son to take human flesh, to
carry it successfully and triumphantly through death to glory, without
seeing corruption. It has never been pretended that the Son sent the
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Apostles likewise to carry human flesh through death triumphantly
to glory. They died, and their sepulchres are with us to this day.
Here there is no parallel. But in some points there must he a parallel,
and an important one; and so there is. As the Father sent the Son
to speak in His name and with His authority, so that whosoever heard
the Son heard Him, and whosoever believed the Son believed Him,
and whosoever despised the Son despised Him,-even so the Son sent
the Apostles to speak in His name. So He said to them-" He that
heareth you heareth Me; and he that despiseth you despiseth Me;
and he that despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me."
Again, the Father sent the Son to work miracles, in attestation of
the truth of His Word. He declared Himself to be the true witness,
testifying what He had seen; and in attestation of this claim He
appealed to His works. "The works which the Father hath given
me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of Me that the
Father hath sent Me."
In like manner the Son sent the Apostles, and commissioned them
to work miracles in attestation of. their mission,-to heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead. "Freely ye have received, freely
give." And they did so. They went forth preaching everywhere,
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs
following.
These are parallels. Thus, in the matter of making atonement
there is no parallel: and in the matter of speaking the truth infallibly
there is a parallel. It remains to be examined, whether in the matter
of forgiving sins there is a parallel or not. It may be as exclusively
the Son's work, as atonement was: or it may be as common to Him
and His Apostles, as working miracles was. Which is the truth ~
Which did Jesus mean when He said, "Whose soever sins ye remit,
they are remitted to them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are
retained. "

What is the meaning of these words ~ Two interpretations are
given to them. They are taken to mean either an application to
the persons of men, conferring on the Apostles judicial powers to pardon
or condemn; or to the characters of men in the light of God's revealed
truth, conferring upon the Apostles infallible inspiration to declare
what description of men are pardoned, and what description of men
are condemned. I ptay you to consider for a moment the first
interpretation of these words. Taken in the first sense they invest
the Apostles with absolute authority to loose or bind, to pardon or not
to pardon, just as they pleased. There is no mention of the state of
mind of the person, no allusion to his faith, to his opinions, to his
character, or suffering. There is no restriction. The whole power
is left unconditionally in the hands of the Apostles, as if the Lord
had said to them, Go ye into the world; be ye judges for eternity
between man and man; whom you will, pardon; whom you will,
condemn; salvation and damnation are iu your hands. You act as
God. "Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted; whose soever
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sins ye retain, they are retained." Now this is no caricature. This
is taking the words as they are. Supposing this to be the literal
meaning of the words, without paraphrase, without having recourse
to any evasion, this, I say, is no caricature of the claim started by
those who take this interpretation of the words. If it would not take
me away from my immediate subject, I could give an illustration of
this,-that the claim put forth by the head of the great apostasy is in
strict accordance with this view of the case. He has claimed authority
over men and nations, and claims to be head over all states and kingdoms on the very plea that this is the meaning of these words. Those
who claim less than this, and yet maintain this interpretation of the
w.ords, are obliged to introdnce some paraphrase of modification.
They do what they accuse us of doing. But we introduce no modification, as you will see.
The second interpretation of the words is that the Lord Jesus Christ
gave to the Apostles power and authority to state His truth so infallibly
that their statements, ID their application to every man upon earth,
would be found in accordauce with the decision of the God of heaven;
as if Jesus had said to them, Go forth among men, teach 1.ly truth;
you are in possession of the mind of God with regard to the salvation
of men; when you declare on earth what description of men are
pardoned, you are in strict accordance with the mind of God in heaven;
when you declare on earth what description of men are condemned,
again you are in strict accordance with the mind of God. You speak
as God. It is in truth not you that speak, but the Holy Ghost that
speaketh by you. This is no caricature on the other side. This is
precisely what was claimed for the Apostles-that they had plenary
inspiration. They spoke as God. I ask no paraphrase, but, taking
this as the meaning of the words, I claim its absolute application to
the men to whom it was addressed.
Now which of these is the true meaning of the words? This is the
question to be tried, and how shall we try it? I propose to try it on
five diHerent issues.
1. First we inquire about the words themselves. Cau we ascertain
in any way whether the Jews were in the habit, in our Saviour's time,
of using such words; if so, in what sense they used them? There is
nothing in Holy Scripture to answer that; and therefore, in examining
it, we must rely upon fallible testimony. But in a historical matter
of this kind the testimony of man is ordinarily sufficient where there
is no assignable reason why he should deceive.. Now, it is on record
that the Jews were in the habit of using such words as those, and I quote
a passage from Lightfoot, in the third volume of his Commentary,
where he says that binding and loosing in their vulgar speech signified
to prohibit and to permit, or to teach what is prohibited or permitted,
what lawful or uulawful :Our wise meu say that in Judah they did work on the Passover eve
till noon, but in Galilee not at all, and as for the night, the school of
Sha,mmai bound it, that is, forbade to work in it, or taught that it was
H
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unlawful; but the 8chool of HiIlel 100800 it till 8unn8lDg, or taught
that it was lawful to work till sunrise.
" Rabbi Jochanan went from Tsipporis to Tiberias; he saith, ' Why
brClught ye to me this elder? for what I loose he binds, and what I bind
he looseth.'
" , The Scribes have bound leaven,' that is, they have prohibited it.
They have upon necessity loosed salutation on the Sabbath, i.e., they
have permitted it, or taught that it was lawful.
" Nachum asked Rabbi Jochanan concerning a certain matter, to
whom he replied, , Thou shalt neither bind nor loose.'
" Rabbi Chaiia said, ' Whatsoever I have bound to you elsewhere, I
will loose to you here.' 'The mouth that bindeth is the mouth that
looseth,' etc. Thousands of instances of this nature might be produced"
by all which it is clear that the Jews' use of the phrase was of their
doctors or learned men's teaching what was lawful and permitted, and
what was uulawful and prohibited, Hence is that definition of such
men's office and work: 'A wise man, that judgeth judgment maketh
unclean and maketh clean,'-' bindeth and looseth,' that is, teacheth
what is clean and unclean, what is permitted and prohibited, And
Maimonides, giving the relation of their ordaining of elders, and to what
several employments they were ordained, said thus :-' A wise man that
is fit to teach all the law, the Consistory hath power to ordain him, to
judge, but not to teach, bound, and loose; or power to teach, bound,
and loose, but not to judge in pecuniary matters; or power to both
these, but not to judge in matters of mulct, etc.' So that the ordination
of one to that function which was more properly ministerial, or to'
teach the people their duty-as what was lawful, what not; what
they were to do, what not to do, was to such a pnrpose, or in such a
tenour as this, , Take thou power to hind and loose, or to teach what
is hound and loose,' for they use both expressions,
" By this vulgar and ouly sense of this phrase in the nation, the
meaning of Christ using it there to His disciples is easily understood;
namely, that He first doth instate them in a ministerial capacity to
teach, what bound and loose, what to be done and what not."
In claiming this then, as the meaning of the words, we are not
putting any unprecedented, or extravagant, or unnatural meaning
upon them; and we are avoiding a meaning so unnatural, and a
consequent claim so extravagant, that except by the Papacy in the
plenitude of its arrogance, it has never been consistently acted on.
(To be continued).
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE Autumn Meeting at the Hornsey Rise Home was well attended.
The ladies held their usual Sale of Work on behalf of the Benevolent
Fund for sick and infirm inmates, for whom also an Infirmary is
provided, under the care of a resident Nurse. Nearly 200 visitors and
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inmates took tea in the Hall, and in the evening the Rev. John Booth,
of Bradford, preached in the Chapel, from 2 Kings xxii. 19. A
collection was taken for the Maintenance Fund. It proved to be
" a good day," spiritually and financially,
An excellent Sale has also been held at Guildford, in the Ward
Street Hall. It was opened by the Mayor, and addresses were given
by the Secretary and the Rev. Grantley Martin. The ladies who
kindly organized this effort were much encouraged, and the Society
received substantial benefit.
The new" Quarterly Review" will be sent on application, post free.
It contains a portrait of the late Dr. W. B. Collyer, an illustration of
the Brighton Home, and a variety of articles bearing upon the work
of the Institution.
In June next thirty inmates of our Homes will be elected; the
names of pensioners who wish to become candidates can be sent to
the Office; those elected will enter as vacancies occur.
The Society has lost two of its oldest friends. Mr. J. C. Johnson,
J.P., of Gravesend, departed" to be with Christ," in his IOIst year.
Mr. George Cressey, of Peckham, for thirty-nine years a Member of
the Board, passed away in his 93rd year. Almost his last words were;
" To see His face!" Blessed end of a true friend of Aged Pilgrims.
Special efforts are being made to fill the vacancies made by death
and to obtain new Annual Subscribers of 7 /-, IO /-, and 14/-. Many
new candidates have been nominated and urgent needs have been
met. The total expenditure is now more than £43 daily.
The Rev. W. Lush, Rector of Stretton-en-Ie-Field, Ashby, Leicestershire, said in a recent sermon for the Society: " God is equal to all the
circumstances througb which His children may be led, and if they,
like poor J acob, feel' all these things are against me,' they are brought'
to realize in that tender care with which their hearts are visited by a
compassionate Saviour, that their place of defence is the munition of
rocks, and their soul can be satisfied with marrow and fatness. If
some of us had known the troubles we were to pass through, we should
have sunk; hut' as thy days, so shall thy strength be.' The
alternative reading of 'Co=and ye Me' (Isa. xlv. Il) is 'Leave
Me to care!' and what illustrations we have of this, in Daniel in the
lions' den, the three in the fiery furnace, and the man going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho-a picture of a backslider. Hitherto the
Lord has helped the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and I am confident
that while it continues to act upon the principles on which it was
established, God will prove equal to all its wants and to all the demands
that may be made upon it. Many Societies go down to Egypt, and
that is no better than asking the devil to help the Lord's cause. If
we so insult the Lord, then indeed will Ichahod be written upon the
walls, and down: will go this Society from the high position which it
still retains. Do you not feel it an honour to help such a Society?
, Do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household
of faith.' "
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A MONTHLY RECORD.

•

THE KING-EMPEROR and QUEEN-EMPRESS landed at Bombay on
Saturday, December 2nd, and received an enthusiastic welcome. On
Sunday, Dec. 3rd, tileir Majesties attended service at Bombay Cathedral.
Subsequently, "the stately ceremonial of the West and the glowing
pageantry of the East were harmoniously blended" when, on Dec.7tb,
the King and Queen entered Delhi. The following afternoon "was "
devoted by their Majesties to the solemn ceremony of inaugurating the
All India King Edward Memorial Tablet, in the presence of a huge
gathering, including Lord and Lady Hardinge, the members of the
Memorial Committee, all the higb State officials, and many ruling
chiefs, distinguished guests, and others, who assisted in the organization
of All India's tribute to her late revered ruler." We thank God for
His preserving mercies to our beloved King and Queen, and we pray
that His favour may still be with them during their absence from
England.
It is officially announced that the King has been pleased to approve
. the appointment of the Rev. Canon Denton Thompson, Rector of
Birmingham, to the bishopric of Sodor and Man.

I

At the recent great meeting held in the Queen's Hall against the
publication of the" Ne Temere " Decree, the following resolutions were
passed: "That this meeting of three thousand citizens representative
of our National Christianity protests against the pUblication in the
British Empire of the Decree of the Council of Trent known as ' Ne
Temere,' whereby mixed marriages contracted according to the rites of
the Protestant Churches and the law of the State are declared null and
void, and British subjects who have openly and honourably entered
into such marriages are held up to pnblic reprobation as living in sin,
and their children brand.ed as illegitimate; the meeting also repudiates
the pretensions of the Church of Rome to regulate the conditions
determining the validity of marriages legally solemnized between
British subjects in any part of His Majesty's Dominions." The second
resolution was as follows: "That His Majesty's Government be
requested to take such steps as are necessary to give relief to those
suffering from the social consequences that follow the publication in
the British Empire of the Decree of the Council of Trent, known as
, Ne Temere,' and to protect the civil and religious rights and liberty of
all His Majesty's subjects who contract legal marriages; and that
copies of this and the foregoing resolutions be forwarded to the Prime
Minister, "the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Chief Secretary
for Ireland, the High Commissioner for Canada, and the members of
both Houses of His Majesty's Parliament."
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The Islington Clerical Meeting is announced for Tuesday, January
16th (D.V.). The general subject selected is: The Call (I.) to Holiness;
(11) to Service.

LIFE OF AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY. By THOMAS WRIGHT. Illustrated.
Pp. 308. Price 5s. net. (LONDON: FARNCOMBE & SON, 30,
Imperial Buildings, KC.). 1911.
We have received this volume just before going to press with the
pages of the MAGAZINE, and regret that we must postpone a full notice.
But we hasten to say that the beautifully executed volume will make
a suitable present for the approaching season.
THE STORY OF MATTHEW AND MERCY, BEING A THIRD PART TO
BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS: by the REV. J AMES E. WALKER,
M.A. (Oxon.). With Biographical Notice, and An Appreciation
of the Author and his Work by the REV. JAMES ORMISTON, Rector
of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol. WITH THE AUTHOR'S PORTRAIT.
Pp_ 175. 2/6. (LONDON: S. W. PARTRIDGE & CO., LTD.;
DRUMMOND'S TRACT DEPOT, Stirling.)
The late Mr. Walker was a man specially gifted and trained for the
literary work of writing the remaining section of the Pilgrim's Progress,
which it had been the intention of the pious" Tinker of Bedford" to
execute, had his precious life been spared, and the exercise of .his
gracious gifts been prolonged in the cause of Christian literature. The
authorship, however, was for other hands, for it is the sovereign right
of the Most High to make choice of His own instruments for the performance of His supreme counsels, and in order to this, to divide to
every man suitable ability" as He will." We have had singular delight
and edification in perusing this concluding chapter of the sacred
"Allegory, and feel profoundly astonished at the fidelity and spiritual
richness of its treatment. It indeed affords a striking example of the
ability of our gracious God to raise up, qualify, and commission servants
to maintain His precious truth, even in times of spiritual decadence and
general apostasy. We specially hail the appearance of this choice
experimental treatise as a token for good, in presence of such a widespread departure from doctrinal truth as prevails at the present junctine. The dear Author of the book was called up higher ere his closing
labours were given to the Church of the saints, but we truly yield God
thanks that this sacred legacy of His dear servant's tender love and
labours has now been placed in their hands. May we suggest to our
believing brethren generally that the book, which is beautifully got up,
would form a suitable gift-book for presentation at the New Year
season, and that believing prayer might well accompany such Christian
service in the beloved Master's Name 1 "Their works do follow them"
(Rev. xiv. 13).

