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RESURRECTION HOPE.
" For we are saved by hope."-RoMANS viii. 24.

BISHOP BURNETl' is reported once to have said that he wondered a
a person of KING WILLIAM the THIRD'S piety and good sense
should believe in the Divine doctrine of Predestination; to whom
his MAJESTY replied,. "If I did not believe in PREDESTINATION, I
could not believe in PROVIDENCE, for it is absurd to suppose that
GoD should act without a plan, for which plan PREDESTINATION
is ouly another name." Wisdom-such wisdom-only, it takes to
make kings truly wise; for only grace Divine can thus enrich the
soul. Happy are the people who are thus ruled by GOD-fearing
Princes, whose personal righteousness exalts the nation, and brings
honour to the SOVEREIGN himself. When we apply these considerations to affairs of celestial and eternal moment, how vastly
do they increase in importance! Well, then, is it devoutly to
submit the interests of the "whole spirit and soul and body" to
the absolute rule and keeping of our LORD JESUS CHRIST till His
second coming in the clouds. Hope is the bright Morning Star
peculiar to the glory of the Second Advent of Christ. Faith is the
grace which watches continually for the first beam of that blessed
" Star."
The Promise of the sworn Word has pledged this sure token
of the changeless love of the Church's absent LORD. The Star,
I
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which the Wise Men who first beheld it 1900 years ago in the far
Eastern sky, and which finally stayed in its course, surely resting
where the infant REDEEMER lay in a humble cradle at BETHLEHEM:,
in J UDEA, has yet to be superseded by another phenomenal luminary
in the skies, which has been prophetically heralded as "the DAY
STAR" (2 Pet. i. 19). "' HE made the stars also" (Gen. i. 16)they are all "His servants" (Ps. cxix. 91)-to come forth at His
sovereign command and shine-where, how, and when He bids.
Hope is a vital grace, a patient grace, a long-enduring grace. JOHN
BUNYAN says with much discrimination, "Faith comes by hearing;
hope by experience. Faith believeth the truth of the Word; hope
waits its fulfilment. Faith lays hold of that end of the promise,
that is fastened to the Mercy-seat. Thus faith and hope get hold
of both ende of the promise, and carry all away. Faith fights for
doctrine; hope for reward. Faith for what is in the Bible; hope
for what is in heaven. Faith purifies the heart from bad principles ;
hope from bad manners. Faith sets hope to work; hope sets
patience to work. Doth not all this make the heart twitter (asks
the gracious Puritan) after the mercy that is in GoD ~" One of
our modern writers has observed that hope supports in painful
duties, as a father in chastening a wayward child; and the hope
that is accustomed to wait patiently a long season, grows in its
powers of endurance, and is enabled to endure to the end. Not
every child of GOD is able to testify at all times a full, bold, and
conclusive testimony. Even the gracious witness, the Scottish
Reformer KNOX, when dying was asked, "Hast thou hope ~ "
contented himself by answering nothing, but simply raised his
finger and pointed upwards, and so passed away. No pillow is so
soft for the weary head of a dying pilgrim on which to repose, as
that which is spread by the almighty but ever gentle hand of Him
Who, when on earth, had not where to lay His own exhausted
head! This Hope is "good," everyway. It is stable, lasting,
"maketh not ashamed," and is assured as JEHOVAH'S throne! It
is the Hope of eternal life, and its abode is on high for evermore.
It is " laid up " where no thief can touch it, no rust can defile it, and
no moth cl!'n fret it. This precious Hope is of the same in substance
as the everlasting lile which the Gospel of CHRIST'S atoning work
has made to be the INHERITANCE of His people.
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Oh, how intently should saints meditate upon this blessed
prospect, and thus grow in sweet familiarity with the assurance of
Hope-so full of immortality. As one has well said - " We
should continually draw near and realize it. We should hourly
ascend from the prison of this base earth, and enter into our own
assured home, and take our seats at our FATHER'S board; and
look around on our brethren, and listen to and join in their songs
of praise. Heaven should be no strange place to us. When shall
we know the hope to which GoD calls us! . Let us pray that the
wings of our faith may be strengthened, that our constant flight
may be to the 'city which hath foundations, whose BUILDER and
MAKER is GoD.''' This is a sanctifying Hope: the more we know
of it, the more we trample down the paltry pleasures of this sinsoiled scene. " It is a sustaining Hope; the cares and afflictions
of life sit light upon the shoulders, while the head is high in heaven.
It makes time fly swiftly. Habituated to this Hope, we feel that
we are almost in heaven, and we can say, 'The night is far spent,
the day is at hand.' It is a rejoicing Hope; for it brings all
Heaven before the eyes, and if that be not joy, there can be no joy.
Our minds should revel in the thoughts of the richly glorious
inheritance of the saints. When we become children of GOD by
faith in CHRIST JESUS, we are entitled to nothing less than all the
happiness and glory which our FATHER can bestow. It is written,
we are 'heirs of GOD, and joint-heirs with CHRIST.' Amazing
thought! But it is as surely certain as it is wondrous. 'He that
spared not His own SON, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all things ~' Is CHRIST now
rich, and rich in glory ~ Just so rich, and just so rich in glory will
each poor follower of Him soon become. ' The glory which Thou
gavest Me, I have given them.' GOD cannot give more; GOD
will not give less."
Every believer .in the LORD JESUS who humbly and trustingly
feasts on the truth of these lines of Gospel testimony-by graceas the" daily bread" which the FATHER now gives His beloved
children, shall yet " eye to eye" feast on his glorified LORD in the
"heavenly places "-feast-and "be satisfied!" The substance,
and the assurance of this Hope, will day by day be the ministered
strength of the HOLY GHOST, and there will be no failure in His

4

The Gospel Magazine

sustaining supply. All the grace-called and grace·kept family of our
HEAVENLY FATHER have granted to them a Covenant interest--a
sealed interest--in the risen REDEEMER! They are certified SONS
and HEIRs. They bear the mark of the Royal family of heaven.
When the completed number of the chosen, beloved, redeemed
people of the Tri·une GOD are quickened-one, and all-" the LORD
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the Archangel, and with the trump of GOD; and the dead in
CHRIST shall-. rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the LORD
in the air: and so shall we be ever with the LORD. Wherefore
comfort one another with these words." How blessed it is to read
these precious lines of Divine truth, and Hope, and certainty! As
the late beloved DEAN LAW, of Gloucester, wrote-" When we are
brought home to GOD in CHRIST. we find Him a GOD engaged by
Covenant to bless and save us. We find JESUS engaged by
Covenant to redeem and present us faultless before the throne of
His glory. This Covenant contains exceeding great and precious
promises, which are all Yea, and Amen, in CHRIST. Oh! how blessed
to feel that we have a Covenant·interest in all these promises-that
they are all our heritage for ever-that we may plead them before
the mercy-seat, and cry, 0 LORD, do as Thou hast said: be it unto
us according to Thy Word. But we were once strangers to these
promises-we had not tasted their sweetness. GOD was to us only
a GOD afar off... They who have GOD, have all things. But GOD
can only be known and appropriated in CHRIST. There is no other
access to Him. CHRIST is EMMANUEL, GOD with us. CHRIST is
the centre in which GOD and man meet, and become one. \Ve were
once without GOD; now, in CHRIST, He is ours for ever. Oh! joy
of joys! mercy of mercies! Grace has made the difference. Let
us adore the GOD of grace."
Oh! brethren dearly beloved, let us patiently, very patiently,
wait the forthcoming of the altogether glorious ONE-He is surely
coming! The New Jerusalem is about to descend from heaven
(Rev. iii. 12; xxi. 3, 10). "This is no earthly city. It is not the
old Jerusalem rebuilt; that is another thing. This is a new and
more glorious city, heavenly and Divine, which cometh down out
of heaven from GOD; and has the glory of GOD and of the LAMB.
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It is altogether new; for the risen and the glorified; for GOD'S
kings and priests; the city and the palace of the GREAT Knm.
The FATHER'S love will be in it; CHRIST'S love will be in it. It
will possess no mean or common name, but glorious and celestial.
It will proclaim blessing; it will be a name of blessing, a blessed
name, It will astonish the possessor, and everyone who hears it ;
no one shall know it or guess it till it comes out. As CHRIST'S new
Name is one which no one knows but Himself (Rev. xix. 12), so with
the Conqueror. It will be a Name of glad astonishment. It will
be given by CHRIST-' I will give.' As He gave names to His
servants of old, so will He give this new name, superseding our old
earthly appellation. It will be a name full of a Divine meaninginterpretative, perhaps, of GOD'S dealings with us, and indicative
of His love. The white stone is the stone of acquittal. In that
stone of acquittal the 'new name' is inscribed by CHRIST. It is
an acquitted man, a conqueror, one to whom the MASTER says,
'Well done,' that will get the name. It is the everlasting
seal of forgiving love! They shall see His face, and His Name
shall be in their foreheads. The FATHER'S Name is there."
Oh! what a masterpiece of free-grace, what a consummation
of salvation-" unspeakable and full of glory!" To the FATHER,
the SON, and the HOLY GHOST be all praise and honour, eternal
thanksgiving and worship, rendered by the redeemed multitude,
all of whom were" by nature the children of wrath, even as others "
(Eph. ii. 3)-" but" they have been washed clean by the atoning
blood of the LAMB, till not the faintest stain remains-nol will, or
can, reappear so long as eternal ages endure!

Hallelujah! who shall part
OHRIST'S own Ohurch from OHRIST'S own heart 1
Sever from the SAVIOUR'S side
Souls for whom the SAVIOUR died 1
Oast one precious jewel down
From EMMANUEL'S blood-bought crown 1
Hallelujah! life nor death,
Powers above, nor powers beneath,
Satan's might, nor hell's dark gloom,
Things which are, nor things to come,
Men nor angels, e'er shall part
OHRIST'S own Ohurch from OHRIST'S own heart.
Clijt6n, Bristol.
THE EDITOR.
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A NEW SONG FOR THE NEW YEAR.
" And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our
God."-PSALM xl. 3.
A NEW song is specially appropriate for the beginning of a new
year. However many may have been the trials of the old year,
they must have been accompanied by many mercies. The promise
of our God is that "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear Him." Every child of God, therefore, as he looks back upon the days of the old year can bear
testimony to the faithfulness of His Covenant God, and as he
contemplates the many mercies which he has experienced, he will be
ready to sing a new song of praise unto our God. The Psalm from
which our portion is taken is evidently Messianic. It speaks of the
sufierings of Christ and of the glory that should follow (see verses
6-8, compared with Heb. x. 5, etc.).
When the Lord Jesus was brought from the pit of the grave on
the morning of His resurrection, a new song was put into His mouth.
Then He was able to say, "I will declare Thy name unto My
brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee"
(Ps. xxii. 22). The Psalm, however, speaks not only of the
experience of Christ, but also of that of His people. The child of
God can often say, "He hath put a new song in my mouth."
A new song is put into his mouth when he is delivered from the
pit of sin and of eternal death.
The "horrible pit" of the second verse is a fitting description
of his state by nature. Sin produces misery, ruin, and death. The
sinner is by nature in a horrible pit and in the miry clay: his
case is pitiable and miserable. The pit is so deep that he cannot
climb out unless a Divine Hand is stretched out to save him; death,
eternal death, must be his portion. When, however, through
grace, he realizes his awful condition, he cries out for deliverance,
and the Lord inclines unto him and hears his cry. The result is,
he is able to say, "He brought me up also out of an horrible pit,
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established
my goings." In other words, the Lord rescuea the sinner from the
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wrath to come, blots out all his sins through the blood of Christ,
puts him into His family, and makes him an heir of glory. When
,all this is experienced, the saved sinner finds no difficulty in singing
a new song. Here is one of the songs which the Lord's redeemed
ones sing: "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto
God and His Father; to Him be glory 'and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen." Here is another of their songs.: "And they sung
a new song, saying, Thouart worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof; for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by Thy blood out of, every kindred and tongue, and
people, and nation" (Rev. i. 5, 6; v. 9, lO). These songs can
only be sung by the Lord's cwn manifested people, and they never
lose their freshness. They will bear repeating again and again.
How suitable it is 'at the beginning of a new year to sing afresh
the song of Gcd's redeeming love. " Let the redeemed of the Lord
say so, whom He redeemed from the hand of the enemy." "Let
the inhabitants of the Rock sing, let them shout from the top of
the mountains."
Again, a new song is put into our mouths when we are delivered
from great dangers or trials.

How many are the dangers, seen and unseen, to which we have
been exposed, and from which we have been delivered during the
past year! What abundant reason there is, therefore, to sing a
new song! When the Lord saved Israel out of the hand of the
Egyptians, we read, "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel
this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing, unto the
Lord, for He triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath
He thrown into the sea. . . . Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the
sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters" (Exod.
xv. 1, lO). So when the Lord saved Hezekiah from Sennacherib's
host; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the power of the
fiery furnace: Daniel from the lions; 'and Peter from the hand
of Herod, He put a new song into the mouths of His servants.
Can we refrain from singing a new song as we recall the deliverances
of the past year 1 What trials and testings of our faith have been
our portion more or less! Our way, it may be, has been dark.
We have walked in darkness and had no light. We have waited
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on the Lord and cried mightily unto
waiting, and" neither sun nor stars in
last He has wrought for us. His hand
a new song was put into· our mouths.
the truth of the lines :-

Him, but He has kept us
many days appeared." At
of power was put forth and
We have thus experienced

" J llst in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power:
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."-WaUs.

Fresh and signal answers to prayer have occasioned the singing
of a new song. The Lord has proved Himseif to be still faithful,
and His delivering mercies have produced fresh songs of praise from
the lips of His gladdened people. Moreover, past mercies inspire
confidence, and we can say: "Thou art my hiding place; Thou
shalt preserve me from trouble; Thou shalt compass me about
with songs of deliverance" (Ps. xxxii. 7).
Further, a new song is put into our mouths when the Lorcl's
healing mercies have been expe:rienced.
Those whom the Lord loves are sometimes sick, and they often
have weakness and infirmity. But how often are they able to say
of Him: "Who healeth all thy diseases." Many of the readers of
this MAGAZINE must have experienced God's healing mercies during
the past year. Let them therefore sing a new song. Let them
say, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soui: and all that is within me, bless
His holy Name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits."
Another occasion when a new song is put into our mouths is
when the W Md 0/ truth is specially brought home to our souls.
In our private reading of the Word the truth has sometimes
come to us in special power, and we could say with the Psalmist,
" Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage"
(Ps. cxix. 54).
Or it may be that in hearing the Word preached our hearts have
been so cheered and encouraged that we have gone on our way
rejoicing. Perhaps, also, the precious truths which have been set
forth in this time-honoured MAGAZINE have brought joy to many
hearts both at home and in the colonies. In any case the Lord's
children are often able to say, "Thy words were found, and I did

.
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eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my
heart" (Jer. xv. 16). Thus many are the occasions when a new
song is put into our mouths. The Lord displays His mercy in
spiritual and in temporal things. He supplies all the needs of all
His people, and thus He puts a new song into their mouths. Oh,
then, ;, Sing unto Him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
For the Word of the Lord is right; and all His works are done in
truth" (Ps. xxxiii. 3, 4).
The song which the Lord's people sing is a new song. There was
a time when they sang the old songs, the songs of the world. Now,
having received the mercies of the new Covenant, they sing a new
song. This song never grows old. As we freshly call to mind the
riches of God's redeeming grace, we sing, as if we had never sung
it before, the new song of praise unto our God. Besides, as the
Lord's compassions are "new every morning," new songs are
called forth every day. The man who has" a new heart" and an
abiding interest in the" new Covenant," and who is expecting to
enter the" New Jerusalem," has abundant and constant cause to
sing " a. new song."

This song is put into our mouths by the Lord Himself. We could
never have sung it if He had not put it there. He is the Composer
and the Inspirer of the song. When the Jews were in Babylon,
they that had carried them away captive reqnired of them a song.
They said to them, " Sing us one of the songs of Zion." But they
answered, "How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land ~ "
(Ps. c=xvii. 3, 4). Instead of singing they sat down and wept,
and they hanged their harps upon the willows. But what a wonderful change came over them when the Lord turned their captivity.
Then they said: "We were like them that dream. Then was our
mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing." In other
words, the Lord had put a new song into their mouths. He had
done great things for them and their hearts were gladdened, and
they were able to sing a new song of praise unto their God. And
has He not done great things for you, dear .children of God 1 Has
He not turned your captivity, delivered you from spiritual bondage,
blotted out your transgressions, numbered you amongst His
children, taken up His abode in your hearts, given you" exceeding
great and precious promises," and made you heirs of His kingdom, 1

•
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Surely, then, He has put a new song into your mouths. Your
trials, doubtless, have been many, but think of your mercies.
" Forget not all His benefits." "It is of the Lord's mercies that
we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are
new every morning." Let us then, as we go forth into a new year,
sing to the praise and glory of God. He hath been mindful of us.
He will bless us.
"He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
His eternal Covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear ~
God is all·sufficient for the coming year! "
" Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and His
praise "in the congregation of saints. Let Israel rejoice in Him that
made him : let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. . . .
For the Lord taketh pleasure in His people: He will beautify the
meek with salvation" (Ps. cxlix. 1, 2, 4).

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

THERE is a certain set time for God's great actions. He lets the
powers of darkness have their hour, and God will take His hour. He
hath a set time for the discovery of His mercy, and He will not stay a
jot beyond it. That is God's set time when the Church is most believing, most humble, most affectionate to God's interest in it, and most
sincere. Without faith we are not fit to desire mercy, without humility
we are not fit to receive it, without affection we are not fit to value it,
without sincerity we are not fit to 'improve it. Times of extremity
contribute to the growth and exercise of "these qualifications.S. Charrwck.

CoNSIDER that thou needest not complain, like Elijah, that thou art
left alone, seeing the best of God's saints in all ages have smarted in
the same kind-instance in David: indeed, sometimes he boasts how
he lay down in green pastures, and was led by still waters; but after
he bemoans that he sinks in deep mire, where there was no standing.
What is become of those green pastures 1 Parched up with the
drought. Where are those still waters 1 Troubled with the tempest
of affliction. The same David compares himself to an " owl," and in
the next Psalm resembles himself to an "eagle." Do two fowls fly of
more different kind ~ . . . Wonder not, then, to find in thyself sudden
and strange alterations. It fared thus with all God's servants in their
agonies of temptation; and be" confident thereof, though now run
aground with grief, in due time thou shalt be all afloat with comfort.Thomas Fuller.
.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" 0 Israel, trust thou in the Lord: He is their help and their shield. 0
house of Aaron, trust in the Lord: He is their help and their shield.
Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: He is their help and their
shield. The Lord hath been mindful of us: He will bless us,. He
will bless the house of Israel,. He will bless the house of Aaron.
He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and great. The
Lord shall i1U:rease you more and more, you and your children. Ye
are blessed of the Lord, Which made heaven and earth."PSALM cxv. 9-15.
THESE verses form the note of praise for deliverance which Israel
evidently enjoyed from heathen enemies, who had been setting np
their idols (and they that made them were like unto them) against
the God Who made heaven and earth. It was "their God" Who
had appeared to His servants' " joy" and Who had made the taunting
enemy "ashamed." It was "their God" Who sitteth a King for
ever, "above the water-floods," Who shall laugh and have them in
derision when He turns again the captivity of His people. And like
Israel of old, the seed of Abraham's consecrated race to-day have their
deliverances. It may be a time of sweet release and delivering power
just now with some one of my readers. Perhaps the language of the
heart is:"My soul, at times her conflict ceased,

Her hopes fulfilled, her joy increased,
Feels every day more love abound,
And knows it is in Jesns found."
Then,let all the praise ascend to Him, Jacob's God, Who has wrought
deliverance for His "worm." Let grace but be in lively exercise, and
we shall be comfortable under a time of ease, sweetly conscious that He
Who is able to make all grace to abound in all circumstances, will keep
His children from being lifted up in spiritual pride as much as when
afllictions bring them low and put them in the furnace. Grace to
bless, and grace to help, and for our graces to be tried, is all His own
gift, and He Who keeps His hand on the blessing or the aflliction can
make all work well, wisely, and for good to His chosen.
He takes pleasure in the ways, the steps, the goings, and the fellowship of His saints. And many a joy does He send them to cheer them
on their way. As our beloved editor said recently from the pulpit
(which words exactly met the writer's happy experience at a season
when she would, after very manifest blessings, seek "abundantly to
utter the memory of His great goodness," speak of the righteous acts
of the Lord, and tell it out that the Lord is King): "When He, the God
of abundance, plenty, fulness, and superfluity, and of Covenant supply
says, 'Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved,' He'
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means that we shall eat and drink abundantly. He delights in giving,
and we have enough. Oh! then be joyful in Him. Be joyful, I say,
in Him." And again: "If our God is pleased to give us a blessing
according to His will, let us accept the blessing. Oh! seek to rest in
His way of blessing." And that is just what the soul was desiring to
do, at a time of rich favour, holy liberty, and mnch joy and peace.
Goodness and mercy were following; sweet fellowship and commn.n.ion
were being experienced, and yet there was a conscions desire to be
kept humble and watchful, lest the heart should be lifted up with pride,
and grace should be made a snare, and lest a time of ease, of realizing
the Lord's tender compassion and peace after conflict, should create
fear in the heart of being put off with these. "More the treacherous
calm we dread, than tempests bursting overhead."
Beloved, if so be the Lord choose our inheritance for us, and appoint
our lot, cannot we leave Him to keep ;His hand of grace on the blessing
as well as on the afl.liction 1 Is He not able to make all joy and peace
to abound if He will, even when we walk in the sunshine, as when His
grace is made "sufficient" for ns nnder some stormy dispensation 1
Let us take np in heartfelt experience the opening words of our
Psalm, and say, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, bnt unto Thy
name give glory." And our hearts wonld seek to be enabled to say,
as well they may, "0 Israel, trust thou in the Lord: He is their
help and their shield. 0 honse of Aaron, trust in the Lord: He is
their help and their shield." There is a call and a just claim upon all Israel
to trust in the Lord. As a nation, Israel was dependent wholly npon
God. He declared He had "made" and He wonld "bear" them.
He " took them by the hand" to lead them out of Egypt--a wonderful
expression, setting forth His people as children, and He their father.
Ae a flock of sheep, He led forth His people; He led them and fed
them; provided for them bread from heaven; saw that their clothes
waxed not old, and that their shoes were as iron and brass. He
" suffered their manners in the wilderness;" forgave the iniquity of
their" great provocations," and when He had tried them and proved
to them what a God He was, gracious, long-suffering, plenteous in
goodness and truth, " He led forth His people with joy and His ch"sen
with gladness." Would not they exhort one another in the language
of our verse and say, " 0 Israel, trnst thou in the Lord; He is their
help and their shield" 1 And if we consider that what applies to Israel
as a nation also refers to Israel as an individual-the" worm Jacob,"
who in the sight of his delivering and blessing God is as a prevailing
prince with God-then we enter into the happy experience of
personally knowing and acknowledging by holy constraint, "This
God is our God"; "0 God, Thou art my God"; "Thou art my help
and my shield."
Then again, we hear the Psalmist exhorting the house of Aaron to
tms$ in the Lord-" He is their help and their shield." As we have
glanced at Israel as being dealt with in providences, shall we look
upon the house of Aaron as referring to spiritual dealings 1 Not that
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the one is without the other. But there may be a reference here to
liturgical worship. The sons of Aaron were to " worship the Lord in
the beauty of holiness." Sanctuary worship was to be theirs. And
when we consider that all our providences, all our mercies, all God's
gifts, come to us through the precious blood, then do we not seek to
worship, adore, and magnify Him in the sanctuary, and offer unto
Him sacrifices of praise, acceptable in His sight. He looks upon us
in Jesus through the precious all.prevailing blood, and we are made
thereby "kings and priests unto God," and our posture is that of
worshippers.
.
Our Psalm further exhorts: "Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the
Lord: He is their help and their shield." What a mercy is godly fear,
and holy reverence! The children of the Father in heaven have a
filial fear implanted in their hearts, a consciousness of what they are
and of what He is; but they are" made nigh" by their precious Elder
Brother, for Whose sake the Father has said, "How shall I put thee
among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage
of the hosts of nations 1 and I said, Thou shalt call Me, My Father;
and shalt not turn away from Me." Jesus their Elder Brother brings
His brethren to His Father, and the Father cannot turn away from
them as He hears His Son say, "Behold, I and the children whom Thou
hast given Me."
Thus it is, whilst· occupied in holy contemplation of happy past
deliverances, and encompassed with mercies, that we say in the language
of our text: "The Lord hath been mindful of us; He will bless us ;
He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron.
He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and great." There
is a claim upon His unchangeableness. Having blessed in the past,
He cannot turn away from doing His children good. He is also a very
present help, and He will bless even un to the end. Have you thus
encouraged your hearts, beloved readers 1 Do you still lay claim
by gracious faith to a promising and performing God; One Who
is unchangeable, and to Whom you can address your song :"Kind author and ground 01 my hope,
Thee, Thee for my God I avow,
lly glad Ebenezer set up,
And own Thou hast helped me till now.
I muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast proved,
Nor wilt Thou abandon at last
A sinner so signally loved."
Past, present, and future, all in His faithful keeping! Well may His
laints encourage their hearts as they exhort themselves and one another,
" 0 Israel, 0 house of Aaron, and all ye that fear the Lord, trust in
lIhe Lord: for He is their help and their shield."
The small and the great are alike blessed of their Covenant God.
This is an encouragement to the little ones, the small and despised
ones, the ones of no might, whose faith is feeble-

, .....
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"Who fain ~oUld receive Him,

And in their best room
Would gladly receive Him,
.Yet fear to presume."
But thellittle cups, the vessels of small quantity, as well as the larger
flagons, alike all hang upon their Eliakim-the "nail fastened in a
sure place," and all who fear the Lord have alike received nothing
except what has been given them from above; and therefore godly
fear in their hearts exhorts them to praise the Lord Who is "their help
and their shield." Oh! praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, all ye
that love His Name! "Let the children of Zionbe joyful in their
King."
True, the saints have their Bochims and their Achors. Samuel may
return to his ·own house Ramah; Jeremiah may often be weeping sore,
and the children of Israel may hang their harps upon the willows.
David may have his Cave of Adullam, and Elijah his hiding cave and
his brook Cherith. But these are the saints' low places. Faith,
gracious faith, establishes and encourages the heart: "I shall not
die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord." "Refrain thy voice
from weeping and thine eyes from tears ; for thy work shall be
rewarded, saith the Lord; and they shall come again from the land of
the enemy." And the soul looks. forward in anticipation to God's
" yet"-" I sh",ll yet· praise Him." "I shall be anointed with ITe8h
oiL" And looking to Him from Whom all his" fruit" is " found,"
the child of God goes forth as the day breaketh, as the winter is over
and past, and hears the singing of birds, sees the sunshine which brings
the "su;mmer fruits," and again with the light of God in the soul,
under the sanctifying effects of "the King's mowings" cries, "0
magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together. I
sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my
fears. They looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their faces
were not ashamed."
Thus are His children taught and led and fed all their journey
through:"He guides and moves our steps,
For, though we seem to move,
His Spirit all the motion gives,

By springs of fear and love."
And when we consider what we are and what He is ! When we can
go before Him and say, " Lord, I am vile; Thou art all purity. I am
sinful and polluted, and Thou art all holiness. I am ignorance; Thou
art all wisdom. I am'dark; and Thou art light. I merit Thy hate,
but Thou lovest me. I wander and backslide, yet Thou wilt not tnrn
away from doing me good. I forget Thy mercies, and yet Thy Divine
mind never for one moment forgets me. I go astray like a lost sheep,
and Thou the Divine Shepherd goest after and recoverest me. My
sins like a mountain, yet blotted out." Say, dear child of God, if the
Lord enables you to sing that He loves you notwithstanding all, will
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not your heart seek the grace and gracious exercise of praising Him 1
That is a deportment which well becomes His saints. Will you not
begin and end your worship of Him, Who is worthy, with your
Halleluiah! Think of it! God's mind full of His children! The
thoughts of peace and love to His own; the thoughts of His heart
unto all generations! Oh! surely praise well becomes us. Let us up
now and sing the praises of Him Who has done so much for us and will
not cease from doing us good.
Long as I live I'll sing the Lamb,
The God, the Man, the Great I AM ;

U

His wondrous Person view;

As God He loves, as Man He dies,
As' God and Man all grace supplies,
And gives all glory too.
U

He is my Glory, He my Head,
The first-begotten from the dead,
All glory now He wears;
He, Who was first of human kind,
Retains me ever in His mind;

Witness the Name He bears.
"His cries and tears are now all o'er,

Once dead, He lives, and bleeds no more;
My soul hath seen Him rise
In faith's bright vision to His rest:
Conqueror of sin, He now is raised

Again above the skies.
.. One work remains for Christ to do,
To bring His chosen people through
The terrors of the grave:
Then He'll appear both God and Man,
The Head and End of Wisdom's plan,
And mighty too to save.
U

And when this last great work is done,
And all His saints are upwards gone
To their eternal Home;
The reigning Lamb will feast their eyes
With love's triumphant victories:
Amen I Lord J 88 us, come.'

I

May the grace of praise be much our delightful portion, beloved
readers, and thus shall we find, whilst waiting .on Him and praising Him,
that our faith is strengthened and encouraged. For the Lord Who
hath been mindful of us, will yet bless us. He is still blessing us, and
He will shortly return to bless us eternally with Himself.

R.

GOD doth not say no afiliction shall befall us, but no evil.-Thomas
Watson (1660).
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THE PORTRAIT.-MR. MICHAEL SHELBOURN.
WE present in this month's MAGAZINE the Portrait of one of the most
attached of our beloved readers-Mr. MrCHAEL SHELBOURN---Qf
Orchardene, St. Leonards-on-Sea. He has been an interested student
of ~ts pages for about half a century, and heartily commends the
sacred teaching it has set forth since' the days when beloved TOPLADY
himself edited them. It need scarcely be observed that "the precious
truths advocated in our pages are not widely popular, but, to consciously poor and needy souls, they are sweeter than the honeycomb
and its luscious drops. AB king DAVID said to Ammelech the priest,
of the sword of the Philistine giant-" There is none like that: give
it me"-so we say of the Covenant truths set forth in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE-because they are the truths of the Bible-there is none
like them, let us have that! May the HOLY SPIRIT deepen an ardent
thirst after those sacred verities among the people of GOD, and to
that end, use the faithful testimony of His dear servant, Mr.
SHELBOURN; who writes:" Orchardene,
"St. Leonards-on-Sea.
"DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-It has been suggested that I value and
take an interest in the "GOSPEL MAGAZINE." Indeed I do, for its
many and sacred memories. It is fully fifty years since I first took
little peeps inside the MAGAZINE (just read the pieces of poetry) that
my sainted mother so loved, times many have I seen her with the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, calm to serenity (she was a deeply tried woman).
and although I had no knowledge of God or desire for Him or His ways,
there was an inward knowledge that said, "My mother's God is the
God, and He and she are right." These are my first recollections of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and in looking back on life's troubled way
how oft has that calm, loved face and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE passed
before me. Ah, and been a comfort when " all was darkened in the
vale of tears," when there seemed no God but my mother's God.
And so I have reason to deeply value the loved MAGAZINE. I have
taken it now for forty years and would suggest to parents to put it
in the hands of their children with a " Who can tell 1" The thought
that it was at all languishing was a real trouble to mc, it is a work
blessed of God, and it behoves His children to consider these things.
It is a comfort that there is no lack of sound present day writers whose
testimony is in harmony with the precious matter that appears from
time to time from the pen of those who have gone before. That it
has pleased God to strengthen you, dear sir, for your work and to send
forth your own valued sermons, is a comfort to your readers. God
grant that the privilege may be long given unto us and that He will
uphold you in the work, and those associated with you, and make it
prosper. So prays, yours very sincerely, M. SHELBOURN."

__----"-

-~. . .
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,Sermons anb jlotes of ,Sermons,
NOTES OF

A

SERMON

PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY EVENING, DEC. 8TH, 1912.

" For we are saved by lwpe," or, " in

hope."-RoHANs

viii. 24.

ARE we saved, dear friends 1 Is this true of all of us, everyone 1
Has no one any doubt about his own salvation 1 The Holy Ghost
convicts of sin with terrible reality. He reveals sin as the curse
of God, and sinners who die in their sins, sinners who die as they
have lived, are not saved. Our text says, " We are saved by hope,"
it is the language of a saved people. Many people are hopeful, and
speak vaguely of their salvation, they hope they are saved. But,
dear friends, they do not seem agonized about the reality of it; they
do not seem crushed by any burden; sin does not seem to be exceedingly sinful, and they are, as the generality of people are, happy without God. Is this the case with anyone in this congregation to-night,
only one even 1 Are you quite satisfied with your condition and
heart before the heart-searching God 1
"For we are saved "-we are not a doubting people. If you cannot say you are saved, but that you hope you are, are you satisfied
with that 1 that you hope in a general sense that you are saved 1
You know that others are, and have no doubt, all their trust being in
the substitutionary Sacrifice, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who died the
Just One for the unjust, that" He might bring us to God."
And
Bome have come, and they tell us they have peace with God. Have
you peace through the meritorious substitute of the Lord Jesus Christ 1
This hope is called in the Holy Word of God, a " good hope," let us
turn to the passage, 2 Thessalonians ii. 16, 17. The apostle writes by
inspiration, "Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself," how emphatic.!
having mentioned Him by name, there is the repetition in the pronoun
" Himself," " and God, even our Father, which has loved us, and hath
given' us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort
your hearts, 'and stablish you in every good word and work." All
the streams of blessing flow from one common source, the free grace
of God, Who alone saveth sinners according to the good pleasure of
His holy will. And all good fruit comes from God. He is the Author
of salvation, the Beginner and Finisher of it, aud he who is the subj'eCt
of it brings forth by the Holy Spirit's power and grace good fruit,
auitable to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; that fruit that glorifies
God and is the means in His hands of bringing other sinners to a
knowledge of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. How everything is
traced to Divine origin! All the glory is given to J ehovah, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost, the living and true God. May the One
author of salvation " comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every
good word and work," every word~very' fitly spoken· word, every
2
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word spoken to the glory of God, whose Author is God Himself. " Not
unto ns, O' Lord, not unto us," but tmto Thyself do we ascribe power
to even speak good of Thy blessed Name. Power to glorify God
comes from God. What a marvellous work is that of salvation,
beginning in God and ending in Him; unto Him be all the glory!
Sin washed away in the precious blood of Jesus, and righteousness,
God's everlasting righteonsness bronght in-'this is a "good hope"
indeed! .Blessed and happy are the people who have it. I again ask
my dear hearers, Have you the peace, and hope, and rest in God in
knowing sin to be forgiven, transgressions blotted out 1 Oh, then,
indeed you are a happy people.
Another passage I will ask you to turn to is in Titus ii. 13: "Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." Oh, what a Scripture of blessing is
this! Happy are the people who are found looking for that" blessed
hope." It has been laid on my mind that it would become me well
as a witness of His truth to allude to these precious topics specially
during this Advent season. Are we all looking intensely for the
"blessed hope" 1 Is it the one thing we expect-the one great
choice blessing that God is giving His people at this time 1 He is
gathering in His saints very fast to the glory, and they have peace
and rest who have the start of us in this respect. The Lord is gathering
,in His elect for the love He bears them. He will have them with
Himself for ever and ever. The Apostle Paul esteemed that hope th~
blessed hope, identifying it with" the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." To be looking for this-this is
what we desire grace from on high to live for and die in. What is
comparable to this blessed hope 1 It is not a hope merely, but that hope
-the coming of the Choice One Himself in all His greatness and glory.
He is coming for His own, His Bride, His chosen! How dear they
all are to Him! He fain would have them with Him all at, once, but
He knows what is best for them, and He will come soon; it is only a
little while-He knows how long-and He will come.
Let us turn now to 1 Peter i. 3: "Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy," or
as it is in the margin, "much mercy hath begotten us again Wlto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." Here
is what is called a lively hope begotten in the hearts of the saints" by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." Are we risen with
Him 1 Have we union of heart and life with Him 1 He said,
"Because I live "-that is resurrection life-" Ye shall live also."
Oh, what a ,blessed" also!" "Ye shall live also, because I live,"
that is the living union between Christ and His dear people. It
is by virtue of Divine union with Him that we have this life, this
resurrection life. Oh, think of what it is-what it is-to even partially
apprehend it, which is all we can do here. Seek to realize what it is to
live because He lives. No other reason is given but this, and that is
what accounts for the mystery and marvel of the salvation of God. It
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is because Jesus Christ lives, lives the resurrection life, that His people
live also, through union with Him, the Head.
We turn to another Scripture, Hebrews vi. 18, 19: "That by two
immutable things, in which it was impossible "for God to lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us." How blessed it is to read these words and
know that God Himself wrote them, and that they are His unalterable
and unaltered word, "by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for God to lie." Just stop there to dwell on this verity.
Here we have what can never be altered by jot or tittle, by man
or devil. God has inscribed it, and says it is impossible to alter what
is here written, that" we might have a strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
which entereth into that within the veil; whither the Forerunner is
for us entered, even Jesus "-blessed Jesus 1-" made an high priest
for ever after the order of Melchisedec," that unending priesthood,
that title which belongs to Him, Who is to us an anchor of the soul,
the great High Priest who liveth and abideth for ever. Cling to the
hope of this salvation. Cling to this good hope, dear friends who
believe, whatever betide you. Hold it fast by the energy breathed
into you by the Holy Ghost as children of God. "Sure and steadfast,"
both words He esteems necessary here. It is not a repetition of the
same expression. How blessed it is when God piles word upon word
to certify us, such poor believers we are, such doubting, fearing ones.
What pains God takes with His children! He says it is a "sure.
anchor" and a "steadfast anchor" to us who are such doubting
believers. We cannot see within the veil, we cannot see beyond the
present moment, but we may be called within very soon and be seen
here no more. We are waiting. We have this sure hope as an anchor
of the soul. Dear children of God, have you all the enjoyment of the
possession of this anchor, given by God 1 You may need it one
of these days. I need it, I have needed it sorely, but God abideth
faithful and He puts all my fears to shame, and He will put yours.
He cannot deny Himself. That is what God cannot do. Oh, worship
Him, adore Him, glorify Him, praise Him for His unspeakable perfections. His Word abideth for ever.
Let us turn to another passage in Col. i. 23: "If ye continue in the
faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of
the Gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister."
What a sure hope is this" Hope of the GospeL" It cost the precious
blood of the pure and perfect Lamb of God, and it is sure. Everything
paid for by the blood is sure, sure as eternity. You may have doubts
and fears, you may be judging yourself very severely, but you cannot
deny the stability and preciousness of this, the strong bond which can·
not be broken, "the Hope of the GospeL" And you find again lower
down in the same chapter, v. 27, "To whom God would make known
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what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the" hope of the glory" as it is in the Greek.
"Christ in you "-that is heaven begun, the Kingdom set up, the
Kingdom that endureth from eternity, and I was going to say to
eternity, the everlasting kingdom.
Think of Gentile sinners called to be inheritors of such grace as
this! Oh, children of God, wait, patiently wait for Christ, "the hope
of the glory," He is coming-{loming fast! The Lord has already
gathered in multitudes and multitudes of His chosen, redeemed, loved
and kept and brought-home children, and there are fewer by so many
left .to be brought home. The Lord is cutting short His marvellous
work in righteousness. " Yet a little while, and He that shall come,
will come and will not tarry." There is a time close at hand when He
will no longer tarry, He will Himself come. Are we ready? Are all
of us ready-washed and clothed with Christ's righteousness? ready
to go at short notice, maybe? When He gets all His redeemed people
home He will be glorified, and we with Him. Are we waiting for that?
This then is the atmosphere in which God's people are saved, they are
saved" in hope "-the hope that maketh not ashamed, that abideth,
and that God will show in His appointed time.
Are we ready by the free and sovereign and Divine grace of God,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost? Are you depending on
this threefold grace? And are you satisfied that your salvation
rests on that faith-Jesus only, and His finished work? Jesus Christ,
all and in all.
•

CHRISTMAS DAY.
A

SERMON PREACHED IN DUBLIN BY THE REV.

W. H.

KRAUSE,

M.A.,

ON DECEMBER 25TH, 1845.

" This is a faithful 8aying, and worthy of all acceptotion, that Christ
Jesus c-ame into the world to save 8inner8."-1 TIMOTHY i. 15.

THIS is a commemoration day with us, brethren. We have assembled
together to commemorate the great event which all the services of our
Church have this day brought under our notice. And whilst we would
desire at this time to proclaim to you " glad tidings of great joy; "
whilst we would desire to say, " Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill towards men," we would, at the same time,
desire that you should have such an intelligent apprehension of the
subject, that you should know why the advent of the Lord Jesus Christ
is really a matter of rejoicing. I have therefore selected as our text
on this occasion this passage, perhaps onc of the most familiar to us
in the Bible.
It presents for our consideration, in the first place, Him upon Whom
all salvation rests-" Christ Jesus."
It tells us, in the second place, the errand on which He came into
this world-" to save sinners."
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It tells us, thirdly, the faithfulness and importance of this declaration-it is said to be a " faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation."
We may, perhaps, be thought to go a little out of our way when we
bring before you the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, for in our text it
is only His office that is presented to us as the anointed Saviour" Christ
Jesus;" but as all the services of this day have directed our minds to
the great subject of His person, we feel anxious that this doctrine
should be well understood. The foundation must be surely laid. We
must know who this anointed Saviour is; and you may depend upon
it, that just in proportion as the mind rightly and intelligently receives
the truth concerning the person and glory of the Son of God, just in
that proportion we shall value the salvation which is revealed to us
as being in Him.
The expression that we meet with in this passage brings before the
mind, at once, that He Who is the Saviour had a prior existence, for it
says, " He came into the world." Again we read, that" when the fulness
of the time was come, God sent forth His Son." This passage may
lead you to the consideration of similar passages, in which the great
transactions which were going on from all eternity are presented to our
view. So that before this world was created as the platform on which
the Lord would exhibit His glory, there was an eternal purpose, an
eternal plan concerning this great matter of salvation; and when the
" time was come," which had been duly arranged in the Divine mind,
then the Lord Jesus Christ came.
But we said that the expression " Christ Jesus came into the world"
denotes that He had a prior existence. And although in our day it
may seem almost unnecessary to press this doctrine of the eternity and
the Divinity of the Son of God upon professing Christians, yet, believe
me, the mind has continually to be brought back to this great and
important truth, if we would draw out of it all the rich and precious
consolation which it contains. Therefore it is that we love to turn to
such a passage as you have heard to-day, in the 9th of Isaiah, where,
amongst other titles which are given to the Lord Jesus Christ, He is
called "The mighty God, the everlasting Father." And you know
that when He was born into this our world, that prediction was said to
have been accomplished, that His name should be called" Emmanuel,
God with us." You remember that glorious Psalm, the 45th, which
you this day heard read. The Apostle, in the Epistle to the Hebrews,
when he is going to lay a solid foundation on which to rear the priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the great salvation which devolved
.upon Him for His people, brings that 45th Psalm as a great testimony
to the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. He shows that He is far
above angels, for he asks, "To which of the angels said He at any
time, Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten thee·1" He·speaks
of the angels as " ministering spirits." "But unto the Son He saith,
Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness is
the sceptre of Thy kingdom." And how does that 1st of Hebrews
open 1 The Apostle there brings before us the person of the Lord
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Jesus Christ, and tells us that He was" the brightness of His Father's
glory, and the express image of His person."
Now, the mind of a believer loves to dwell upon this great truth.
He finds it to be everything to him, not only in that it leads him to the
contemplation of the thoughts of mercy that were in the Divine bosom
from all eternity towards the Church, but because it shows him that
the Saviour, upon Whom all his hopes rest, to Whom he looks for everything which his poor soul wants, is God-One equal with the FatherOne Who came into this world that He might "declare" Him. A
precious word this in the 1st of John, the force of which is, perhaps,
little understood by many of us-" The only begotten Son Which is in
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him," made Him manifest,
explained Him, as the word in the Greek literally signifies.
We have said thus much as to'the person of Christ; but our subject
specially leads us to consider Him in those offices in which He is presented to us in the text. It tells us, "Christ Jesus came into the world."
Two precious names. They bring before the mind the relation in
which He stands to His people, and His consecration to this great and
important work which He was to undertake for His people. He was
the" Christ," the Anointed One.
You remember that beautiful and stri1.-ing passage, the 61st of
Isaiah, which in the 4th of Luke our Lord spplies to Himself, for He
there tells the people whom He addressed, " This day is this Scripture
fulfilled in your ears." Now, mark what is told us in that prophecy
concerning the consecration of the Lord Jesus ChJ:ist to this office.
We are told what He was to be anointed for-that He was to " preach
the Gospel to the poor;" He was to "heal the broken·hearted; "
He was "to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind;" He was to " set at liberty them that are bruised."
So that whatever be the department of human misery; however sunk,
ruined, and wretched we may conceive fallen man to be, here is One
Who, in the eternal mind, and counsel, and Covenant, was consecrated
to heal and to sav,e, to preach glad tidings, to give deliverance.
And now, dear brethren, take this subject and let it fasten on the
mind. See how every right view of the Gospel clears away all those
notions which men naturally have, that by their own doings, or their
own sufferings, or their own efforts, they may be able to save themselves. We cannot understand the meaning of that name, the
"Messiah," the " Christ," the " Anointed," if anything has been left
for the poor sinner to do. Here is One Who was sent for this very
purpose. This office devolved upon Him; He was consecrated to it.
He was set apart from all eternity for this purpose; and therefore
we· have that precious word in the 13th of Hebrews, "The blood of
the everlasting covenant." It was the counsel of Jehovah, Father,
Son, and Spirit. There is no uncertainty in it, no contingency, no
afterthought, and there can be no failure.
Now, mark the other name which our text brings before us-" Jesus."
This was the name which was given to Him when He was born. "Thou
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shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins."
When one hears this name, "Jesns," the mind is at once carried back
to former times. One remembers what a beautiful type there was of
Him in Old Testament history. We there read that God raised up a
man whom He appointed to a special office. That special office was,
to be the leader of God's people; to take them into that land to which
they had no claim; which they never could have taken by their o,vn
arm, bnt which He had promised them. This'man, Joshna, was to go
before them, and, as the 1st of Deuteronomy tells us, he was to " cause
them to inherit it." Now, there was great beauty and significance in
that man's name. Hebrew scholars tell us that there is great depth in
it. The man's name at first was Oshea, or Hoshea, which means
deliverer. When he came forth to this great and important work of
carrying the people of Israel into their own land, a letter was added to
his name-he was called J ehoshna, or J oshna. The Jews, who nnderstand nothing of the incarnation of the Divine Saviour and deliverer,
God and man in one person, tell us that the prominent letter in Joshua's
name was the same as in the name of God, in order to show that the
deliverance which was to be effected was to be of God. What a type
is this! Therefore when our blessed Lord came, and when it was said
that His name was to be called Jesus, it was to teach us that He was
to be God the Deliverer. It was to read a volume of precious instruction
to the poor sinner who is enabled to believe the Gospel testimony,
that salvation is a great salvation-a salvation of God Himself.
Read that word in the 89th Psalm-" I have laid help upon One
that is mighty." Read similar passages in the Psalms, and in the
Prophets; where this great truth stands out written as with a sunbeam, .
that God Himself is the Deliverer of His people. I could uot go one
step of my way in peace unless I believed that my salvation rested
upon one far above me. What creature could save me 1 What
creature could go, as the Lord Jesus Christ went, into the depths of
human misery, to gather out of that abyss of woe sinners, to the glory
of His Father's name 1 Let, then, the name "Christ Jesus" be
impressed upon your minds, brethren. He is the anointed, the Divine
deliverer.
Now as to His errand; He" came into the world to save sinners."
Two ideas are here presented to the mind; first, the subjects of this
great deliverance, "sinners." It was against this truth that, the
Pharisees in our Lord's time bristled. When He went here and there.
pouring His consolations into the sonl of the broken-hearted sinner,
or when He went to the hard-hearted simier, and broke his stony heart,
the Pharisees said, "This man receiveth sinners." A most precious
testimony which they unconsciously bore to the Lord, a precious
testimony for you and me.
Our Lord reasons with them; He tells them, " They that are whole
need not a physician,but they that are sick;" and He says, " I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.'" We would
not want Him if we could stand in a righteousness which God could
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behold with complacency. He says, He "came not to call the
righteous." Do not take the popular interpretation of this passage,
that He came not to call the self-righteous. It would be a bad thing
for some of us if He had not come to call the self-righteous. He came
to call every class, every denomination, every description of sinners,
and He came to call the self-righteous as well as others; He says He
" came not to call the righteous." As He looked around Him there
was no green spot on which His eye could rest; all was dark, and
bleak, and barren; "there was none righteous, no, not one." Therefore, does the Word tell us for our comfort, if we feel it; therefore, does
it tell us for our instruction, if we believe it, that" Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners." And who are they 1 The Pharisee
looks around him, and he writes down one man a sinner, and another
man a sinner; and as he gazes on the community at large, he sees
every man a sinner but himself.
Now, brethren, there is such a thing as an acknowledgment of sin
without feeling sin_ By your coming here this day you have made a
profession that you believe there is "no health" in you; as each of
the commandments was read you professed to acknowledge your
breach of the commandments; you said, "Lord, have mercy upon
us." Now sin is the poison which diffuses itself through the whole
inner man; and do not suppose it is the breach of the mere letter of
the law, which you have this day professed that you have been guilty
of. When the Lord Jesus Christ takes the law, and when He speaks
of one co=andment after another, He goes to the inner workings of
the heart; He shows that it is not murder merely to lift one's arm to
bruise a brother to death; it is not murder merely to plunge a dagger
into our fellow's breast, but it is murder to be angry with our brother,
to have an unkind thought of oJ!! brother. And so, as the Lord goes
into other things, He digs deeper than the surface, He lays hold on the
thought, He drags it out, and He says, There is the breach of such or
such a commandment; He stamps the evil thought as a transgression
of the law, and He proves the man to be a murderer, or an adulterer.
Look at sin in its large character, brethren; it is sin which desolates
the world. Follow it out in its consequences; man has now no
capacity for bearing the punishment due to sin. But a day is coming,
you profess to believe a day is coming, when there shall be the general
resurrection and the coming of the Lord to judgment; and it will be
in that day only, when the books are opened, when man's guiltiness and
transgression are laid bare, it will be in that day only that man will
have his full capacity for enduring suffering; when the curse will come
in its intensity, one withering ·curse throughout eternity.
Now, brethren, this is some little sketch of what sin is; but if I
could read your hearts, as God has taught me in some little measure to
read my own, I could tell you of the sin which you feel rankling there-I could tell you something of that which brought the poor publican
down low before the Lord in the temple, when he stood afar off, and
said, "God be propitiated to me the sinner."
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Now go into the depths of your own hearts if you will, but remember
this, we never want to send a man into the dungeon of his own depravity
without the light of the Gospel; we never want to send a man to the
Jaw that he may learn what sin is, and be crushed under the weight of
it. What we want is, to bring the light of the Gospel to bear on all
the darkness of the soul; and then, as you find sin working like leaven
through the inner man, you will think of Jesus, you will take with you
His blood, His precious blood. There is a foul blot; the blood of
Jesus washes it away. Thus it is safe to go into all the depths of our
iniquity when we go with Jesus.
We have thus spoken of the people whom" Christ Jesus" came to
save-" sinners." God forbid that we should ever preach any other
gospel than a Gospel for "sinners." It is the Gospel which gives
encouragement to the man who knows what is in his own heart; it is
the Gospel which tells him of pardon, free, full, and everlasting, through
the blood of God's own dear Son.
Then, again, think of the completeness of this salvation. Our
text tells us that " Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."
I would desire to take this word in all simplicity, and I would desire
to believe it, for I am told that it is a "faithful saying." I know
nothing of that system which comes to men with offers, and chances,
and possibilities, or probabilities of salvation. The Gospel that I
have learned tells me that the Lord Jesus Christ came to "save."
This salvation-this finished salvation-suits the man who has been
brought to feel his sinfulness and misery. If we were to tell such .a
one that there is a chance of his being saved if he will do so and so,
why, if he were to look into his own bosom, he would say, If I am, in
whole or in part, to work out this salvation for myself, I must be sunk.
in eternal misery. But when we tell him that the Lord Jesus has
done this great work, and that now " whosoever" believes the record
which God has given of His Son, "hath eternal life," then the man
hears that which can alone afford comfort.
" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." Do not alter it.
Do not say that the finished work of the Lord Jesus puts man into a
salvable state. We proclaim the Gospel message; we say, The work
is done. Who disbelieves it, and thus "makes God a liar" 1 or
who believes it, and .thus puts honour on His name! It was a
great testimony which was borne to Abraham-he might well
be called, "The father of the faithful "- that "he was strong in
faith, giving glory to God." Yes, sinner, we say it to you, whoever
you may be, who are enabled to believe such a proclamation, There
is salvation for you, present salvation; you are a saved man.
" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." He went into
every department of their misery. He has saved them. Their guilt
has been completely washed away. Perhaps one of the most beautiful
figures that we have in Scripture to bring before us the complete
taking a'lVay of sin by the bloodshedding of the Lord Jesus, is that in
the 44th of Isaiah, in which sin is represented as a great black cloud
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dissipated-gone! The particles of which it is composed can never
be brought together again. "I have," God says, "blotted out as a
thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins"; "As far
as the east is from the west, so far," says the Psalmist, "hath He
removed our transgressions from us."
But the Apostle tells us that this is a "faithful saying." Mark
where he sends you for your warrant for believing these things. He
does not send you to your own hearts. Let no man ask, How am I
to ],:now that I receive it 1 People are sometimes mightily disap·
pointed when we do not notice their frames or feelings. When we
tell them their warrant for believing must rest simply and entirely
on the faithful record of a God of truth, they are astonished, and often,
as I said, disappointed.
If the Holy Ghost be your teacher, brethren, you will find that
the only thing upon which your soul can rest is the bare truth of God.
If we were to send you to your own frames or feelings, why they are
one thing to-day, they are another thing to-morrow. But when we
send you to the truth of God, it is solid and abiding. The man who
has been enlightened by the Holy Ghost rests his whole soul upon this
truth-to him J esus, Jesus is all !
But the Apostle adds that this" faithful saying" is " worthy of all
acceptation "-meaning by it that it is what the sinner wants, and
therefore it is worth his acceptance. God the Holy Ghost teaches
the sinner this. It is "worthy of all acceptation" that suits the
man; ;/. is " worthy of all acceptation " that comes to him as a free
gift: ,:t is "worthy of all acceptation" that gives him peace; ;t is
"worthy of all acceptation" that tells a man that the work is done;
that the bloodshedding, the righteousness, the intercession of the Lord
Jesus is for His people; that every step of their journey is provided
for; and, as if this were not enough, He tells them in the 14th of
John, "I go to prepare a place for you." So that He is always
engaged, always at work for His people. He prays for them. It is
His Covenant office to do so.
Here they are a conflicting, a tempted, a sinful people. 'Vhat
could uphold them in the midst of so much trial and difficulty, but
seeing with the eye of faith One Who is watching over them 1 "Satan,"
says our Lord to His disciples, " Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for thee," He says to
Peter, as if He singled out the poorest and weakest of these disciples,
" I have prayed for thee." He brings the comfort home to the man's
heart as a personal, individual matter. And it is in this way we are
to receive every truth of God's Word as a personal, individual matter.
He Who is at the right hand of God never forgets His poor people.
He helps them in every season of wealmess, and difficulty, and trial.
The Spirit testifies of Jesus to their souls, tells them what they are,
and what they will be, tells them what is secured to them in the ever·
lasting Covenant.
What a beautiful view was given of this when as that man of God,
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Zacharias, gazed upon his little infant-the forerunner, the harbinger
of the coming Saviour, he spoke of the purposes of God with respect
to His people Israel, and then of " the tender mercy of our God, whereby
the day spring," the first little streak of light across the dark horizon,
"hath visited us." For what purpose 1 "To give light to them
that'sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into
the way of peace."
The man who receives the Gospel is brought from darkness into
light; his feet will be guided into the way of peace, notwithstanding
all the intricacies and all the obstacles in his way. The Lord will
never leave him nor forsake him. But He, Who has " begun a good
work" in him, "will perform it until the day of Jesus.Christ."
FOUR STORMS AT SEA.

" The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the
clouds are the dust 0/ His /eet."-NAHUM i. 3.
THE storms at sea recorded in the Scriptures supply some singularly
significant suggestions. Many are mentioned, but we will take four
and arrange them thus: (1) Acts xxvii.-Safety in our spiritual
journey; (2) J onah i.-Safety in self-made danger; (3) Matt. viii. 18,
24-26.-Safety in the path of duty; (4) Luke xxi. 25 (last clause).Safety in our Lord's return. Each one of these grandly illustrates the
perfect safety of the child of God during the duties, doubts, dangers,
drawbacks, and difficulties which he has to encounter in the storms
of life until the last storm is over for ever.
1. The account of the shipwreck in Acts xxvii. well describes the
condition of the Church of God during her perilous journey from this
world to the next. Verses 23 and 24 give the summing up: the
assurance of His presence with every redeemed soul, and success in
service. The Lord stands by His Church, both collectively and
individually. We who can truly say, "Whose I am and Whom I
serve," shall never be overwhelmed. "The Lord stood by me" !
How often we have experIenced His presence in our direst dangers and
extremities. Which of us in looking back over the past year-aye,
and over all the years that. preceded it-cannot but .testify to the
innumerable times when He has indeed "stood by" to relieve,
restore, restrain, saying, "Fear not" 1 .Two short sweet words
uttered over and .over again to His people in all ages. The Old
Testament begins with them to Abraham (Gen. xv. 1), and the
New Testament epds with them to John (Rev: i. 17).. And they are
recorded as pronounced to. many, if not .to most, of the saints of old,
throughout the length of the Word of God.
How fearlessly we may enter on this untried year with His own
"Fear not" ringing in our hearts. Crosses, conflicts, changes may
be awaiting thee, but" Fear not," " He will be with thee." Suffering,
sorrow, storn:s, are perchance thy portion at this present time; "Fear
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not," "He will sustain thee." Disappointments, discouragements,
dread, may just now be overwhelming thee; "Fear not," "He will
deliver thee." "Fear not," for He is controlling all the courses of
events, and will bring good to His own children out of all the seeming
evil and confusion. "Fear not," for" He hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee." Or it may be that thy special anxiety is
about thy work for Him, or about some soul that thou hast wrestled
and prayed over. "Fear not," but see the success in service promised
to Paul in olden time, and take the same assurance to thyself to-day:
" God hath given thee all them that sail with thee" (v. 24). Paul's
faithful exhortation in v. 31 is the epitome of the Gospel: "Except
(ye) abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved." Unless we are" in the
Ship" Jesus Christ Himself, and are kept by the Spirit" abiding" in
Him by faith, we cannot" be saved." Preach that, proclaim that,
publish that; in the pulpit, from the platform, and by the press, and
may the Holy Spirit bless each and every effort, so that it shall be said
again, "God hath given thee all them that sail with thee." For we
read in v. 44: "So it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land."
Hope on, pray on, for that soul which seems dead and for that work
which seems lifeless. The Spirit's power is neither dead nor straitened;
He can restore and renew and give eternal life.
2. "A great tempest" was succeeded by "a great calm" (Matt.
viii. 24-26). But what occurred between? Four things. Two on
the part of man and two on the part of Jesus. Man had time for fear
and time for prayer. And Jesus also had time for two things before
He stilled that surging sea. He had time to rebuke and time to reassure.
Truly He knew that His disciples were safe, but they were afraid;
they must be calmed before the tempest. The storm could wait with
safety, but. His dear ones could not. They must be spoken to first.
How like our loving Lord! His voice reassured them even while He
rebuked their fear and" little faith." Then having calmed them, He
turned and calmed the elements which caused their fear. How lovely
for us. He is above, around, and beside us in all our storms. He
sees and stills our fear, and hears and heeds our prayer. No matter
what the storms may be-fear, passion, perplexity, or trial-He still
stands by to say His "Peace, be still." And" a great tempest" will
always be followed by " a great calm" if we appeal to Him.
3. The storm at sea which overtook J onah on his journey of dis·
obedience. The book of J onah offers matter for deep and interesting
study; we can only touch on it now.· "The Lord had prepared" an
escape for J onah. The way of His disobedient wilful servaut was
" prepared," and he was safely preserved in spite of the awful storm.
The child of God is assuredly safe in the midst of even self·made danger
and difficulty. But he is not happy in sin, neither will he escape the
discipline, fear, and misery that such a course invariably brings.
Thus J onah on the one hand and the disciples on the other proclaim
the unalterable safety of the Lord's children in all trial; be it self-made
danger as in Jonah's case, or God-commanded duty as in Matt. viii.
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For the disciples' position was similar to Jonah's, yet different. Jesus
Himself" gave commandment to depart unto the other side" (v. 18).
Yet although they followed their Master's direct command-the
opposite ofJonah-like J onah, they immediately found themselves
in danger. J onah went contrary to the Lord's expressed command.
There is a precious lesson for us underneath this. If we are true
Christians, we are emphatically safe in spite of our sinfulness. We are
safe while enduring self·made discipline, and safe in the midst of the
storms of. life over which we have no control. We are equally and
absolutely safe in either case. But we are neither satisfied nor happy
when, like J onah, our own disobedience or wrong-doing has brought on
us danger and sorrow. When, like the disciples, we Ae in the path
of duty, we realize" a great calm"; because Jesus is with us and has
appointed our way for us. Well for us when we can say about the
chastening, " It is the Lord ; let Him do what seemeth Him good,"
It is noticeable that J onah was" three days and three nights" " in
the belly of the fish"-the self-made danger; but the disciples were
only a few minutes in the" great tempest" of that God-raised storm.
What a significant difference!
4. A storm is prophesied for us which has not yet burst over us :
" The sea and the waves roaring" (Luke xxi. 25). A greater, grander
storm than has ever taken place before. Seemingly the Lord's
appearing will be heralded by the most magnificent storm that
nature has ever produced, and the most alarming storm that the
world has ever witnessed. We are apparently having forerunners
now of that approaching storm. How many signs are there around
UJI.
"Earthquakes in divers places, wars and rumours of wars." .
Other words, too, in Matt. xxiv. 29 and J oel ii. 31, etc., have been
brought home to us lately. "The sun shall be turned into darkness
... before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come." More
than once lately " a horror of thick darkness" has brooded for hours
over London in the daytime, extending miles outside. It was not
fog, it was not ordinary darkness. The world even openly declared
that it was, "A bit creepy," "Something rather uncanny." But
redeemed believers reminded each other that the "sun and the moon
shall be darkened, and the stars thall withdraw their shining. The
Lord also shall roar out of Zion . . . but the Lord will be the hope
of His people" (Joel iii. 15, 16). "And there shall be signs in the sun,
and in the moon, and in the. stars; and upon the earth distress of
nations, with perplexity" (being fulfilled in the Turco-Balkan war
now); "the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for
fear . . . And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh" (Luke
xxi. 25-28). It. is very fitting that it should be so. For see how
closely this corresponds with His first coming. A star appeared at
His birth, and the sun was darkened at His death (Luke xxiii. 44, 45).
And who can estimate the storms and clouds and darkness that
oppressed and assailed His human nature between those two events 1
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But His infinite love, His infinite tenderness willingly bore all for us.
Not, however, without these heavenly witnesses setting their seal
thereto.
Similar witnesses in the heavens will again show signs when He shall
"appear the second time without sin unto salvation." Verily," the
Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm; and the clouds
are the dust of His feet" (Nahum i. 4). Surely we can discern " th~
dust of His feet:' His footsteps drawing very near. "His way" i.
" not known" to the world. The world can neither see His "footsteps" nor trace the marks they leave behind. Bnt the Chmch
discerns them. , She sees and believes. While the world watches and
wonders, the Church looks np and expects Him. Every true believer,
every regenerate soul, is absolutely safe till He comes, but we shall b~
finally saved when He comes. May we not aptly apply Ps. cvii. 25-30
to this period? The power wIUch will then " command and raise the
stormy wind," will for His own beloved ones make that "storm a
calm, so that the waves thereof are still."
We need not fear its
turbulence. It will not touch us who know Him as our Saviour. For
us it will be the last storm. How grandly true will be the words:
" Then are (we) glad because (the waves) are quiet; so He bringeth
(us) into (our) desired haven." With Him! Like Him! " Satisfied" !
(Ps. xvii. 15; 1 John iii. 1, 2.) Then, too, as we never could before, shall
we "praise the Lord for His goodness and for His wonderful works
to the children of men." Any moment He may come! May all who
read this meet in His presence, and join in the song of praise hereafter.
Meanwhile let us say often to each other, " Behold the Bridegroom
cometh," "and so much the more as (we) see the day approaching."
For the clouds were the dust of His feet at His departure, and the
clouds will be the dust of His feet at His second appearing. " The
mount called Olivet" was the last dust His feet pressed before "a
cloud received Him out of their sight" (Acts i. 9-12). "His feet,"
we conclude, were the last of Him to be IUdden by it. And His feet
shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives when once more the
" clouds" reveal Him (Zech. xiv. 4) ; for, "Behold, He cometh with
clouds." What wonder then that it is written of Palestine: "Thy
servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof,"
seeing that it was the last" dust ~' that His feet touched when He had
come in humiliation. In 1 Thess. iv. 17, we read: "We wlUch are
alive and remain," if we are true believers, " shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord." May the Lord speedily hasten the time
" when He shall appear in His glory."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
IT is a sign the oil of grace hath been poured into the heart when
"the oil of gladness" shines on the countenance. Cheerfulness
credits religion.-Thomas Watson (1660).
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A STATUTE AND AN ORDINANCE FOR GOD'S ISRAEL.
" As his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that
tarrieth by the stuff."-1 SAMUEL xxx. 24.
IN all Roman Catholic countries the inspiTed Word of God is set aside,
contemned, and banished, and the lying traditions of men substituted
for it. Consequently error and ignorance, .superstition, rapine, robbery,
and murder prevail in those countries. It never has been otherwise,
it never can be otherwise; because "all scripture 'is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness." So that if individuals or nations
despise and reject this Word, they at the same time manifest their
own wickedness and folly. "Lo, they have rejected the word of the
Lord; and what wisdom is in them 1 " (Jer. viii. 9.)
What witnesses to the truth of this Divine declaration are men's
doings from day to day, from the least of them to the greatest. But
there is a people who revere the authority, prize the excellence, and
prove for themselves the inexpressible sweetness and blessedness of
God's own Word, and set to theiT seal that J ehovah hath magnified
it above all His name.
In the narrative from which our text is taken, and in the text itself,
we shall find "doctrine, reproof, and instruction ill righteousness."
We shall find that God chastens His own redeemed people for their
sins and transgressions against Him, as He declares in Ps. Lxxxix.
30-34. For what were David's words, "I shall now perish one day
by the hand of Saul," but a great distrust of the constant Covenant
care of a faithful Covenant Jehovah, Who had twice so marvellously·
interposed on his behalf, to deliver him and to confound his adversary 1
We shall find God making good to David at this time His own precious
word: "The Lord will not cast off for ever; but though He cause
grief, yet will He have compassion according to the multitude of His
mercies. For He doth not afflict wi.llingly, nor grieve the children of
men" (Lam. iii. 31-33). We shall find the Lord interposing between
him and the rage and wrath of men; bending His ear to his cry and
IlJlswering him speedily; dU:ecting his way, girding him with strength
and courage, making his feet like hinds' feet, to destroy his enemies in
battle, to secure and divide a great spoil. "The Lord gave the word:
great was the company of those that published it. Kings of armies
did flee apace: and she that tarried at home divided the spoil."
In David's equity as leader and commander of his people, we see
also a type of Him Who is David's Lord and glorious Antitype, the
Captain of His people's salvation: concerning Whom Mr. Hart says:
" He to the feeble and the faint
His mighty aid makes known;
And when their languid life is spent,
Supplies it with His own."

"I will give unto this last," to him that wrought but one hour,
"even as unto thee" (Matt. xx. 14). It is indeed wonderful to see
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how God interposes on behalf of His dear children in their hours of
peril, and these answers to prayer and mighty deliverances become
matter for praise to God and for renewed trust in Him.
But can holy brethren find in this passage any points of resemblance to, or matter whereby they may be led to consider, the Apostle
and High Priest of their profession, Christ Jesus? and in that view say,
A greater than David is here?
When God by Isaiah speaks of the great battle to be fought against
all the enemies of His Church and people He speaks, of its nature,
contrasting it with the battles of earthly warriors, and of Him Whom
He had ordained from all eternity to enter into this battle, " conquer-ing and to conquer," even Jesus, the Child born and the Son given
(Isa. ix. 4-7).
David of old went into his battle with folir hundred men, but of
Jesus, our heavenly warrior, it was said, "I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with Me."
" Soon as the Chief to battle led,
That moment every soldier fled."
It was with His Servant that the hand of J ehovah was to be
established in salvation's plan, Whose arm also was to strengthen
Him to contend with Satan and to save His children.
" Down to the ground the hellish host He threw,
Then mounting high the trump of triumph blew."-ETskine.
Even for this purpose was the Son of God manifested. "that He
might destroy the works of the devil," and so He spoiled principalities
and powers and triumphed over them. Christ's part in this battle
was conflict, suffering, sorrow, death, and VICTORY. What a part!
Hence it is said of some: "If we suffer, we shall also reign with
Him," and, "If we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with Him." Paul so felt he had such a part with Him by
80vereign grace, that he exclaimed, " Thanks be to God, Which giveth
U8 the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
" Lord, if with Thee part I bear,
If I through Thy Word am clean,
In Thy mercy if I share,
If Thy blood has purged my sin,
To my needy soul impart
Thy good Spirit from above,
To enrich my barren heart
With humility and love."
" We shall be saved," said Peter, "even as they," that is, we J eW8
Jihall be saved by the same sovereign mercy through the Redeemer
Jesus, as the Gentiles.
The Old Testament Church for four thousand years might be said
to be going down into this battle, but the blood of bulls and goats
could never take away sin. -Such saints as Moses ran with the footmen and were not wearied. Such as Joshua- contended with horses
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and waxed valiant in fight; mighty hosts were discomfited, and a
great spoil divided, the inheritance of an exceedingly good land. Such
as David, a mighty valiant man, a man of war, had triumphed in the
swellings of Jordan, saying, "Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil." Yes, for four thousand
years the saints of the Most High lived in the faith of Him that was to
appear in the field of battle to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself,
t.o finish the transgressions of His elect, to make an end of their sins,
and to bring in a justifying righteousness which should be for ever, and
have "poured upon Him the fury of His anger and the st.rength of
bat.tle."
"The sword of awful justice pierced His side,
That mercy thence might gush upon the bride."
And now there have been two thousand years for the New Testament
Church to abide by the stuff and gather the spoil. Did Jesus mean
Himself when He said, " Other men laboured, and ye are entered int.o
their labours" 1 Yes, it is given to the Church of the Gospel dispensation to " abide by the stuff" and to possess, divide, and enjoy
the spoil, for now is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take
the prey. "And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick; the people
that dwell t.herein shall be forgiven their iniquity" (Isa. xxxiii. 24).
Hence we have Paul: "In Whom we have redempt.ion through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" ;
and Jesus saying to Peter, "If I wash thee not thou hast no part wit.h
Me "; and the Church of God at Corint.h washed, sanctified, and
justified" in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God."
The grace given the Church in Christ Jesus before the world began
enabled the Gospel Church to abide in Him when the anti-Christian
multitudes of medieval times, following the mystic Babylon in her
apostasy, departed from the faith by giving heed to "seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils," and when on the other hand multitudes went
aside into Arianism. The testimony of Jesus concerning those that
are His Church, consisting of the men given Him by His Father out of
the world, must ever remain the highest court, from the verdict of
which there can be no appeal: "I have given them 'fhy word; and
the world hath hated them, because they are not. of the world, even
as I am not of the world" (John xvii. 14). They have part with Him
as they are the subjects of His quickening Spirit., as they have at times
fellowship with Him by the Holy Spirit's unction in the afflictions of
the Gospel and consolations of the same. They share with Him the
triumphs of His victories over sin and Satan, death and the grave, and
it is their unspeakable blessedness when done with time and all time
things to be called on to enter into the joy of their Lord (Isa. lii.i. 12).
Birkenhead.
G. A.
WE must "rejoice evermore"; for even holy mourning hath the
-seed of joy in it, which the soul finds by that time it is over, if not in
it.-Cooper (1661).
3
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THE DIVINE HEALER.

" He hath done all things well: He maketh both the deaf to hear and
the dumb to speak."-MARK vii. 37.

THIS was the testimony of the multitude when they beheld the healing
by Jesus of a man who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech.
And this must needs be the testimony of all who have rightly
learned and intelligently understood the various Providential dealings
of their Covenant God with them during, it may be, a long life. There
cannot be a more edifying or heart-stirring occupation than that of
self-examination; while we review our past years, looking back
through a long vista of possibly seven or eight or even nine decades,
and recall to mind, as we may be enabled to do, all the way the Lord
our God has led us, amid changing scenes and varied experiences, from
childhood to old age.
Many a time when faith has been 'weak and the mind exercised
by depressing and anxious thoughts, some poor child of God has been
known to say, "My life is a failure"; "I have mistaken my vocation." According to the world's judgment-which is generally based
upon appearances-such an one's estimate of himself would be,
obviously, correct. But the world's judgment is superficial; it fails
to grasp the whole train of dispiriting circumstances which had led
to such a depressed condition of soul.
It might be that "the foolishness of man perverteth his way"
(Prov. xix. 3), or it might arise from some cause over which the
soul cast down had no control.
But when a believer in Christ falls into this pitiable state, it is,
apart from other considerations, because little faith fails to apprehend
the wise and gracious leadings of Him in Whom " all the promises of
God are Yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us" (2 Cor. i. 20);
and also because little faith cannot receive the inspired assurance by
Paul, "We know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose"
(Rom. viii. 28).
It is predicated of believers, as well as of the world, " There are
many devices in a man's heart: nevertheless the counsel of the Lord,
·that shall stand" (Prov. xix. 21). As soon as we begin to think for
~urselves, we find our hearts full of devices-some foolish and impracticable, others reasonable though ambitious; but all are more
()r less tainted in their first inception by the carnal mind.
We may know, therefore, that the many trials, troubles, difficulties,
disappointments and failures which so frequently proceed from those
devices are, in their initial stage, due to ourselves; even as our sins
and transgressions come from within.
But whether little faith realize it or not, the inspired assurance
by Paul, being God's promise to them that love God, etc., shall be
demonstrated to be Yea in Him when heaven and earth shall have
passed away.
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It is a thoughtful contemplation of those devices as we remember them, and the gracious dealings of our Covenant God with us
concerning them, that make it so satisfying and comforting to our
souls at the close of life. Who among the Lord's people, who have
been enlightened and taught by the Divine Spirit and have seen the
gracious ordering of their lives, are not ready to say with their latest
breath from grateful hearts, "He hath done all things well";
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy
name" (Ps. ciii. 1) 1
In this gracious attitude of soul, after a long life's experience, the
words of the Apostle are not ouly au assurance to them that love God;
but a realization: "We know that all things work together for
good," etc. And it is this gracious understanding which brings to
His children joy and peace in believing. But it may be that some
depressed and doubting child of God, whose conscience feels the smart
of evil doings still remembered, may ask: Can it be that sins and
transgressions work together for good 1 Yes, even these; for hath
not the Apostle said, All things! Yet we must bear in mind that no
sin is ever committed by the new creature or creation in Christ Jesus:
" Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His seed remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, because he is born of God" (1 John iii. 9).
It is the old, or Adam, nature in a believer-sometimes called the
carnal mind-that committeth sin; and this mind is, as we all know,
enmity against God, not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can
be (Rom. viii. 7; see also Rom. vii. 15, 25).
Therefore, let no one think when it is said that sins and transgressions .
may work together for good, that sin can in any form proceed from
'Yhatsoever is born of God. This, as the Apostle John writes, is
impossible (see 1 John iii. 9, already quoted).
All God's people who have been taught by the Holy Spirit understand something of Paul's argument in Romans vii. as to the militant
character of the two laws or natures in the same believer; and that
it is only in proportion as believers, through grace, realize the nature and
issue of the conflict, that they receive comfort and peace in believing
(vii. 25; and viii. 1).
It may be asked, In what way can sins and transgressions be made
to work good 1 It is not for us to inquire into Jehovah's operations;
but if He have given to us a gracious belief that even sins and transgressions are to be reckoned among the all things that work together
for good, then we may without presumption seek in the Spirit to have
an intelligent understanding of this apparent mysterious anomaly.
In explanation of the question how, or to what end, sins work
together for good, we may take for an illustration the case of Saul of
Tarsus, and that of J oseph, Israel's much-loved son. "And Saul,
yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of
the Lord," as he journeyed, was smitten to the ground by a light from
.heaven, and a voice demanded, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me 1" (Acts ix. 1-4.) Thus the occasion which brought death to his
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wicked designs, brought life unto his soul, and filled him with zeal
for the service of the Lord and Master Whom he persecuted.
The sin of J oseph's brethren in selling their brother into Egypt
was made the occasion" to save life" (Gen. xlv. 5).
As to why Jehovah causes sins to work for good, we may only speak
of what the blessed Spirit has permitted us, in our little measure, to
apprehend. That little prompts us to ask, Hath not our Covenant
God in Christ a need, a necessity of-shall we say-His own creating;
that there shall be a manifestation, or outward showing to man, of what
he is in his natural state, what wickedness there is in his heart, and
how utterly helpless he is to do his Creator's will, and keep His
commandments ~
As man needs to have his natural state laid bare and made manifest
before he can understand 'what evil there is in him, and a gracious
want implanted in his heart before he can feel his need of Jesus Christ
as his only hope of salvation; so Jesus needs that man's ruined condition shall be manifested by that which cometh out 0/ man; that he
may be led, under the Holy Spirit's teaching and gnidance, to conviction of sin, and have a felt need of .Christ, in order that he " may be
able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge, that ye [he] might be filled with all the fulness of God"
(Eph. iii. 18, 19).
u

Jesus, Thou needest me,

Even me, Thou Light Divine;
o Son of God, Thou needest me,
Thou needest sins like mine."

These are bold words; and their significance lieth not on the surface.
But we may take it that no act of sin is meant by the words, " Thou
needest sins like mine "; but rather the involwltary outward expression
of what a man is by nature, as exemplified by the words of J esus" And He said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the
man" (Mark vii. 20). In this sense" A love like Thine, 0 loving ChriBt,
Needeth a Boullike mine."
Believing, then, that all things, even sins, are made to work together
for good to them that love God, etc., and that the outward expression
of our wretched state by nature is needed by J eSUB to show His great
love towards the children whom the Father in love has given Him to
redeem, and the Holy Spirit in love has covenanted to gnide, teach,
comfort and sanctify, let us take courage and go forward in the new
year, Heavenward and Homeward, bearing in mind that in every
condition or circumstance in which we may be placed in life, whether
arising from" the counsel of God"; or from some device of our own,
conceived, it may be, in folly; or from trials and troubles over which
we may have had no control; we must, yea, we shall, be constrained
at the last to confess, if we rightly apprehend all that our Covenant
God in Christ has purposed and promised to His children, that ",He
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hath done all things well; He maketh both the deaf to hear and the
dumb to speak."
But the words in which the multitude bore their testimony have a
far deeper signification than had entered into their hearts to conceive.
The healing of the man who was deaf and had an impediment in his
speech, although in itself an act of Divine power exerted in showing
goodness and charity, was, as all God's children know, illustrative of
a far higher spiritual act of grace in making the spiritually deaf to
hear and the spiritually dumb to speak.
We need not enlarge upon this initial truth except so far as it bears
incidentally upon our subject and its object; which is to comfort
and instruct any despondent believers in reference to sins of the past,
and doubts and perplexities of the present time, that they may be
enabled to appropriate in grateful testimony the words of the multitude, "He hath done all things well"; and to realize in rich experience
that this same Jesus Who healed the poor deaf stammerer has the
same power and the same loving heart to give now the hearing ~ar
and ready tongue; that with gracious ear His children may hear
and understand the Scriptures which through the Holy Spirit's teaching
are alone able to give comfort to those that are cast down, and relief
to those that are in sorrow, need, sickness or perplexity of mind,
enabling each and all to say in the words of the Psalmist, "Why art
thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou so disquieted within me ?
Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him Who is the health of
my countenance and my God" (Ps. xliii. 5). And to the poor stammering tongue, this same Jesus is able and willing to give the ready
and intelligible voice to sing through faith in anticipation of the" Day
of the Lord"-of which the Divine Healer's loving act of mercy in
man's day was a type-when this same Jesus shall come again in
power and great glory. Then will come to pass the words that are
written: "Then . . . the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped: then
shall . . . the tongue of the dumb sing" (Isa. xxxv. 5, 6)" Sing of the things which Christ hath done,
Sing of the glories He hath won,
Sing of His vast eternal love,
Sing how He reigns and pleads above.
" Sing of the things your souls have felt,
Sing how He pardoned all your guilt,
Sing of the Spirit's work and power,
Sing of His mercies to this hour.
" Sing of the change His love has wrought,
Sing of the tmths His Word has taught,
Sing of the power He has displayed,
Sing of the conquests He has made.
" Sing of His glories in the skies,
Sing till you to that glory rise,
There shall you sing, and there adore
Christ your Salva.tion evermore."

Cromer.

E. H.
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GUIDED.

SATISFIED.

STRENGTHENED.

WE are just on the threshold of another year. 1912 has run its course,
.with all its sorrows, perplexities, and disappointments, and its many
sins. Yes, and with all its manifold deliverances, its marvellous
upholdings, its abundant forgivenesses, its many joys, and sweet communings with the Lord and with His dear people. We may well take
up the language of David, and say, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and
forget not all His benefits." Thus, entering upon a new year, we again
look up for renewed blessings and tokens of His favour, and for a sweet
refreshing word of cheer from Himself that will stimulate courage,
brighten hope, and deepen faith.
Surely the words of Isaiah lviii. 11 may indeed reassure and graciously
encourage the perplexed, distressed, hungry soul of the Zipnward
pilgrim: "The Lord shall guide thee continually." Let us take the
words one by one, and may the Lord be our Teacher. The Holy
Spirit helping us, enlightening the eyes of our understanding, we shall
behold wondrous things, good things, and consolatory things in these
words.
" The Lord." Not a Lord, but the only Lord. None but Jehovah,
the Lord Himself, is indicated here.
"The Lord." Not an inferior being, not even a superior created
being, but the Head of all. How much is comprised in that name
J ehovah! Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Creator, Redeemer,
Quickener, Healer, Lover, Comforter, Shepherd, Guide, Sanctifier,
Friend,-all included in the one word" Lord."
"Shall." Power and authority are implied in this word. Coming
as it does from Himself, it ensures certainty. Shall; not may, or
possibly, or probably, but shall. There is no doubt about it at all;
there is no condition, it is absolute in its sovereigu pronouncement.
"Guide." A guide goes before, and knows the way well. No one
would undertake the office of guide unless he knew not only the path
itself, but all the contingencies, the special dangers, the many windings
and turns which might easily lead the novice astray, the roughnesses,
the stones, the briers, and the pitfalls. " Ye have not passed this way
heretofore," the Lord said before the Israelites passed over the Jordan,
but" The ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over
before you." Thus He guides now, going before in Covenant love and
faithfulness. Again, the word guide conveys the impression of leadingleading by the hand. " Even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy
right hand shall hold me," was David's sweet acknowledgmeut. We
are indeed safe, being securely held and tenderly led by His own hand.
"Thee." Dear reader, is this word not personal in its application?
Guide thee; not the plural word you, not the multitude, not all His
people together, but thee-just as if thou wert alone My own precious
child, to be guided and protected.
"Continually." What a full and gracious word to describe this
sacred guiding. What constant calm of spirit it bestows. Hour by
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hour, day by day, month by month, year by year, "continually."
That word embraces the year 1913. And so for all the days, "The
Lord shall guide thee continually."
Let us consider a few of the ways He guides. "I will guide thee
with Mine eye." So close and intimate is our knowledge of Him, that
even by the glance of His eye we shall understand the good and the
right way. "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel": does not this
convey the idea of talking, of fellowship, of loving and valued advice,
such as a tender father would give his dearly loved child! "Guided
them in Thy strength," with omnipotence. "The Lord . . . guided
them on every side": a studied, absolutely safe guidance all round,
so that no foe can attack or danger befall from behind or in front, on
the right hand or on the left, above' or below. He" guided them on
every side." "Guided them in the wilderness like a flock;" the
Shepherd guiding, leading, defending with rod and staff; carrying the
weak, gently leading those with young, considerate in all His dealings.
"Guided them by the skilfulness of His hands": wondrous skill
indeed, skill joined with infinite patience and never·failing care.
Thus He guides: and where does He guide! "By the springs of
water shall He guide them," refreshing them. He will "guide our
feet into the way of peace "-another path-comforting us, forgiving
us, calming our fears. We are led by " still waters;" led in " paths
of righteousness"; led "by the right way . . . to a city of habitation," even to the Jerusalem above, where" the Lamb Which is in the
midst of the throne . . . shall lead them unto living fountains of
waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
We note further that not only shall the Lord guide us continually,
but He "shall satisfy thy soul in drought," drought meaning dry or
parched places. The meaning of the word "satisfy" we know, as
also the blessedness of being satisfied with God's dealings. You, dear
reader, and I have known what abundant satisfaction God sends when
we are in places of great barrenness. For instance, when there is
dearth of hearing the truth preached, how graciously He instils His
own most precious thoughts and purposes, dealing so lovingly that the
parched ground becomes a pool (see Isa. xxxv. 7). We prayU

Draw near, and make my heart to burn,

And open Thou the living Word,
And talk of sweet things that concern
Thyself-my Lord.
H

Unfold the wonders of Thy grace,
Make hidden meanings clear and plain,
And through each glowing Scripture trace
Love's golden chain."

And He does. We know it experimentally. He gives" songs in the
night," light in darkness, life in death, and satisfies the soul in drought.
Aye, He brings it into dry places so that there He may reveal Himself,
and refresh, and comfort, and satisfy.
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The Lord goes on to say, " And make fat thy bones:' or, as it has
been rendered, "shall renew thy strength:' and, "strengthen thy
bones." It implies feeding and nourishing, also healing as after
sickness. When the frame is wasted and weakened with disease,
what a delightful feeling it is to find strength gradually returning,
vigour daily renewed. Thus He gives His people renewed strength.
making fat their bones. He feeds them" in large pastures," "in a
good pasture," so that they" shall lie down:' indicative of satisfaction
and full gratification of desire. Oh, with what rich and satisfying
food the Lord feeds His children, in His love and tenderness. We
know something of it even here below. And when in the fair glad
City above, "the Lamb that sitteth in the midst of the throne shall
feed them:' what will be that feast in glory!
Thus, dear reader, we have a good hope for all the days of 1913.
Our minds are full of dark forebodings, apprehension of evil things.
Our fears are many, our foes are strong and lurking on all sides,
even in the most unsuspected places. But the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth. He knows. He leads. He satisfies. He strengthens. It
may be " the brightness of His coming" will be our joy ere long.
The passage we have been considering has still more in prospect for
us. It continues: ." Thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not." This promise is repeated in
that beautiful chapter, so full of consolation to the temporal and the
spiritual Israel of God, Jeremiah xxxi.: "Their soul shall be as a
watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all." A
watered garden! What can compare with its beauty and freshness!
" Watered" suggests a process outside itself; it denotes the care of a
gardener. And the Lord's people are watered by the Holy Spirit.
How often we find water mentioned in connection with gardens. Of
the garden of Eden-that beautiful garden which the Lord Himself
prepared-we read in Genesis ii. 10: "A river went out of Eden to
water the garden." We read in the Song of Songs of the" inclosed
garden," and in the same passage: "A spring shut up, a fountain sealed:'
signifying that the waters were reserved for the use of this enclosed
garden. So He lays up for His watered garden; and again, in the
same book He sweetly says: "Thou that dwellest in the gardens."
Thus the watered garden, the Spirit-bedewed garden, the pleasant
garden is the Beloved's dwelling-place in which He delighteth. And
in the golden City, the New Jerusalem, we read of " a pure river of
water of life" (Rev. xxii. 1). Refreshed, purified, cooled, beautified
by the crystal stream is the Garden above.
" A watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail
not "-a spring of water always living, yielding and deriving all from
its Source, the Fountain of life; living because He lives; yielding
because He Himself empowers. In the margin we read for" fail not:'
"lie, or deceive." Its waters are indeed a reality, bright reality;
there is no deception about them, since they spring from the Truth
and the everlasting Life. The supply is constant, since He Himself
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says, " I will water it every moment." It is indeed well watered, and the
water will not fail.
As we enter on another new year with all its unseen mercies, and
step out of the old year with its record of many blessings and all·
surrounding love, we may rejoice-rejoice for" the night is far spent,
the day is at hand."
11

The race is nearer

rUD,

And Home is drawing nearer still with each revolving sun;
And if some ties ",re breaking here, of e:>rthly hope and love,
More sweet the fair attractions of the Better Land above.
The Light that shone through all the past, will still our hopes attend,
The Guide Who led us hitherto, will lead us to the end;
The distant view is brightening fast, with fewer clouds between,
'l'he golden streets are gleaming now, the pearly gates are Been:
o for the joyous greetings there, to meet and part no more!

For ever with the Lord and all His loved ones gone before.

New mercies from our Father's hand with ea.ch New Year may come,

But that will be the best of all-a blissful welcome Home I "
A blissful welcome Home, either at His call or at His coming. Meanwhile, ever-new mercies, blessings, songs of praise. "The Lord shall
guide thee continually," dear fellow· pilgrim, guide skilfully, safely,
gently. "Thy soul shall be as a watered garden." In His own best
time thou shalt" not sorrow any more at all," when days and years
merge into His bright eternity in glory, and time shall be no longer.
Meanwhile, "let the little while between in this golden light be seen; "
let our loins be girded, and our lights burning, ready for the Coming
One. Guided and strengthened continually, satisfied with all His·
dealings and rejoicing in His love, we shall be not only satisfied, but
" abundantly satisfied" when we shall see Him as He is and rejoice in
His presence eternally.
In the words of one who is now for ever with the Lord, I would fain
say to my dear reader in closing ;"There beside the crystal river,
There beneath life' B wondrous tree,

There with naught to cloud or sever,
Ever with the Lamb to be;
Heir of glory.
That shall be for thee and me."
NETrIE.

THE forgiveness that is with God is such as becomes Him, such as
is suitable to His greatness, goodness, and other excellences of His
nature, such as therein He will be lmown to be God. It is full, free,
boundless, bottomless, absolute; before which our sins are as a cloud
before the east wind and the rising sun! Hence He is said to do this
work with His whole heart and His whole soul-freely, bountifully,
largely-to cast our sins into the bottom of the sea-into a boundless
ocean, au emblem of infiuite mercy !-Dr. Owen.
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IN MEMORIAM.
BORN, 1827. DIED, 1912.
. LIFE'S journey o'er, life's race run,
Life's warfare ended, eternal victory won.
PeaJJe, perfect peace.
Long the journey, swift the race,
Weary the warfare, but saved by HIS GRACE.
Peace, perfect peace.
Washed in the blood, whiter than snow,
Free from the body, as seen here below.
Peace, perfect peace.
Gone to the grave, dust to dust,
Vauished the treasure it held but in trust.
Peace, perfeet peace.
No more sorrow, no more sin,
Nought that defileth can e'er enter in.
Peace, perfect peace.
Sleep on in peace, soon to arise,
JESUS will call thee to HIM in the skies.
Peace, perfeet peace.
Complete in CHRIST, for ever blest,
His all the GLORY, eternal thy REST.
Peace, perfect peace.

J. N.

FAREWELL I

COMBERBACH HOUSE,
NORTHWICH, N01J. 30th, 1912.
DEAR MRs. M.,-I find it very hard to realize that I have for ever on
this earth lost one with whom I had such long communion and fellowship, both natural and spiritual,-fifty-two years.
However, it is a great and solid comfort to know that the "Church
of Christ" is (and ever has been) "in HIM" one" complete whole,"
and from "everlasting to everlasting," never to be divided or
separated, and that what we know as TIME but exists for the
" ingathering" of "God's elect children" out of every kingdom and
nation and people and tongue, and for the full and final demonstration of His "eternal power and Godhead."
Your two short lines-" Life's journey o'er," and" Peace, perfect
peace," have given me quite a multitude of thoughts, and much
comfort and delight, and I venture to send you a few fragments remaining over and above my own feast upon same.
May God the Holy Spirit multiply them to your soul's comfort, and
give you to know also how much HE IS now the especial God of the
widow and the fatherless.
Very sincerely yours,
J. N.

.
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GRACE.
"The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ."--JOHN i. 17.

GRACE is clearly defined in the Holy Scriptures. Though the Bible
contains the profoundest depths of Divine wisdom, for "Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him. But
God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit; .for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God"; yet it is a book
for the unlearned man, with the Lord for his Teacher, and we need
not go further than the Bible to get to know what grace is. "That
in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God; not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. ii. 7). "And
if by grace, then is it no more of works, otherwise grace is no more
grace" (Rom. xi. 6). "But after that the kindness and love of God
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us" (Titus
iii. 4). Such is grace.
We may consider grace as (1) In God Himself, and in His attitude
towards us, sinners of mankind; and (2) As signifying whatever is
freely bestowed upon us (all unworthy, nay, all sinful and hell-deserving
as we are) by our gracious God.
The grace of God is Covenant grace; the grace of J ehovah, Three in
One. God the Father is "the God of all grace." The first promise'
of Christ, given in Eden, was entirely of His grace-sheer mercyand all His gracious dealings with His people in Old Testament times,
were in view of the coming of Christ, "His unspeakable gift." We
could have had no knowledge of God as gracious and merciful, had
not Christ" THE WORD," " become flesh, and dwelt among us." "No
man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, Which is
in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." "Grace came
by Jesus Christ."
1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the embodiment of God's love and grace
towards His people. "The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through [in] Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). He
was, and is still, "full of grace" (v. 14). His words were gracious
words. "Full of grace are Thy lips" (P.B.V.), or, "Grace is poured
into Thy lips" (B.V.), is the inspired testimony of Him. And hence
in the synagogue at Nazareth they" wondered at the gracious words
which proceeded out of His mouth."
What gracious invitations and assurances fell from His lips! To
ihe man sick of the palsy He said, "Son, be of good cheer: thy sins
be forgiven thee." And thus He still speaks, in His own time, to
every repentant sin-burdened heart.
How sweet and full of grace was His invitation in the ears of " the
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woman who was a sinner." "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." And so she sought Him,
and, speechless, stood at His feet, behind Him, weeping, and heard
from His own lips the blessed assurance, "Thy sins are forgiven."
This had been evidenced by her faith and her love, and so the Lord
said to her again, " Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace."
And on the cross of Calvary, how full of grace were His lips!
" Father, forgive them, they know not what they do," was His prayer
for those so cruelly putting Him to death; and the cry, " It is finished,"
has been the seal to myriads of the perfection and completed character
of His redemption.
All His works, too, were. gracious. Everyone brought comfort,
alleviation from suffering, or life from the dead, to the subjects of
them; and at last He "gave Himself for our sins," "gave His life
a ransom for many."
"Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree?
Ama.zing pity, love unknown,

And grace beyond degree."
"Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ," the Saviour Who once
.suffered, and is now exalted to the right hand of God, "far above
all principality and power, and every name that is named, not only
in this world, but in that which is to come."
2. He too is "full of grace" to His own people. "They were by
nature children of wrath, even as others"; under the curse of the
law (Gal. iii. 10); but by grace they are made children of God, "heirs
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." Grace is contrasted with law.
" The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ." The law curses all under it, and brings in all guilty before
God (Gal. ill. 10; Rom. iii. 19); but" Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. ill. 13). "There
is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus."
The law of God requires righteousness on the part of all under it,
but all are by nature unrighteous; "There is none righteous, no not
one." But Christ brought "the gift of righteousness," even "the
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and
upon all them that believe" (Rom. ill. 22). The law knows nothing
of forgiveness. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." Grace tells of
the remission of sins in Christ, "In Whom we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 0/ His grace."
Thus salvation is of free and sovereign grace, as it is written; "By
grace ye are saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. ii. 8, 9).
Grace is entirely opposed to works. " It is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of God That showeth mercy."
The present dispensation is a dispensation of grace. "Now is the
accepted time, now is the day of salvation." In it, the Gospel of
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the grace of God is to be proclaimed, the world to be evangelized in
order to God's taking out of the nations a people for His name, an
election of grace. For, but for this sovereign and gracions purpose
of God, none would be saved. Fallen man despises grace. He is
unwilling to be saved iu God's way. "Ye will not [ye are not willing
to] come to Me, that ye might have life," said our Lord to the unbelieving
Jews.
Men are naturally too proud to fall as utterly ruined, undone, and
guilty sinners into the arms of His mercy. But do we do this! Then
happy are we! Our gracious Lord said: "Him that cometh unto
Me, I will in no wise cast out."
Grace has made us to differ. The Holy Spirit's all-powerful and
all-victorious grace has made us willing in the day of Christ's power.
He has convicted us of sin, convinced us that we are guilty sinners
needing a Saviour, even an Almighty Saviour, and brought us as
willing captives to His feet. The language of each one is"Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be I "
But the generality of men despise this Gospel of grace, and so the
dispensation will end as foretold, in apostasy and judgment.
As never before, we must use the apostolic exhortation: "We
then, as workers together with Him, beseech you also that ye receive
not the grace of God in vain," i.e., the proclamation, the glad tidings
of His grace, ere the day of grace closes for apostate Christendom,
and the " Day of the Lord" sets in.
But before that day arrives, the Lord's people-His Church-will .
be caught up to be for ever with Him (1 Thess. iv. 13-18).
"There shall I sing the song of grace,
And see my glorious Hiding-Place."

Dec. 4th, 1912.

ROBERT J. NOYEs, RD.,
On board the Atlantic steamship,
" Royal Edward."

GOOD AND COMFORTABLE WORDS.
J EHOIACHIN, king of J udah, doing evil in the sight of the Lord, reigned
in Jerusalem for three months and ten days, and was then taken
captive by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon. There he remained for
thirty-seven years, in prison garments and on prison fare. At the end
of that time, as we read in the last four verses of the Second Book of
the Kings aud, with slight variation, in the last four verses of the Book
of the Prophet Jeremiah: "Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year
that he began to reign did lift up the head of J ehoiachiu king of J udah
out of prison; and he spake kindly to him, and set his throne above
the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon; and changed
his prison garments: and he did eat bread continually before him all
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the days of his life. And his allowance was a continual allowance
given him of the king, a daily rate tor every day, all the days of his
life."
Those who love God, whether longingly or restfully, cannot read
such a passage without at once thinking of what the King of saints
does for the children of His kingdom-themselves among them; of
Christ, the Bread of Life, in Whom by the Spirit they are nourished
and built up; of the taking away of that garment with which they
vainly tried to cover themselves and the substituting of Christ's alldesirable righteousness; of liberty in Him instead of bondage. They
think of His daily provision, whether in supply or lack, of the things
that perish; how He suffers not His faithfulness to fail. Indeed it
is good when grace is so alive and working in the heart that every
exercise of soul, every bestowal and every withholding, every appointment of whatever kind, comes fresh and straight from the hand of
the Lord, Who has made with Christ for His people "a promise of the
life that now is, and of that which is to come."
To J ehoiachin, doubtless, who had known, though for so short a
time, the acclamations of the populace, certainly to the children of
God who esteem the words of His mouth more than their necessary
food, not the least of the enlargement must be, "He spake kindly."
" Comfort ye, comfort ye My people . . . Speak ye comfortably to
Jerusalem:' the Lord says to the end of time. "I will allure her,
and bring her into the wjlderness, and speak comfortably unto her"
-" friendly "-and "to her heart." "I will say, It is My people."
"Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, ... thou art Mine." " Fear not;
for thou shalt not be ashamed." "Fear not, Mary "; "Fear not,
Zacharias "; "Fear not, Paul"; "Fear not, little flock." How
such words, whispered into the prepared soul by the Spirit of Him
Who spake as "never man spake," fall like rain upon the thirsty
land. Then is the tongue of the dumb unloosed to sing of Him and
tell of what He has done. "0 Lord, open Thou my lips; and my
mouth shall shew forth Thy praise." "The very stones would cry
out:' said Jesus, "if these held their peace."
There is a time to speak-to talk one to another of what is in the heart,
of the things of the kingdom, of the way of God's leading, of fears, of
hopes, of exercises, of God's truth and His Cause, of His Word. "Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it
glad." Snares are broken, joys are increased, sorrows are lightened.
There is a time to speak to those who know not the Lord; a time to
give a reason of the inward hope; to testify, whether men will hear
or forbear; to talk of His judgments, to sing of His mercies.
Many also are the intimations in the precious Book that there is
a time to be silent. "The king's commandment was, saying, Answer
him not"; "Tell it not in Gath "; "Cast not your pearls before
swine." But matters come closer home. "I held my peace, even
from good; and my sorrow was stirred"; "I was dumb, I opened
not my mouth; because Thou didst it." It is a strait place with the
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soul when God'B hand iB heavy, between praying more earneBtly and
waiting in Bilence before Him with" Thy will be done." And He iB
Bilent. "He anBwered her not a word." He BpeakB it BeemB even
"roughly," aB J oseph, though His heart yearns and His very name
is love. But what is the end 1 He can no longer refrain. "0 woman,
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt."
" Hear what God the Lord hath spoken:
'0 My people, faint and few,
Comfortless, afflicted, broken,
Fair abodes I build for you.' "

But, "The tongue ... is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men."
We need His power upon us that our speech be seasoned with grace;
we need His love shed abroad, that out of the abundance of His fulness
our mouth may speak; we need His blood to cleanse us at all times,
for" in the multitude of words there wanteth not sin." We need to
learn of Him, meek and lowly in heart, Who, as the Bridegroom rejoicing
over the Bride, comforts the comfortless, and knows how to speak
a word in season to him that is weary.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"roDE ME WITH TREE."
PSALM

cxIiii. 9 (margin).

"HIDE me with Thee," Lord Jesus,
Then I shall happy be;
And safe from every danger;
If Thou art close to me.
"Hide me with Thee," Lord Jesus,
I cannot walk alone;
My foes are watching o'er me,
And all my steps are known.
"Hide me with Thee," Lord Jesus,
I need Thee every hour ;
Thy grace, Thy strength, Thy wisdom,
And Thy Almighty power.
"Hide me with Thee," Lord Jesus,
And help me just to say,
"My Saviour is my stronghold,
He'll keep me night and day."
To Thee, my dear, dear SAVIOUR,
I bring this earnest plea,
That Thou wouldst every moment
Be hiding me with Thee.

" BETH."
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THE FORTY DAYS OF OUR LORD'S TEM1'TATION.
By THE LATE VERY REV. DR. W. P AKENHAM W ALSH, DEAN OF CASHEL.
(LUKE iv. 1-13.)
ABOUT one thousand years before the time of Christ two hostile armies
were pitched by the valley of Elah. Philistia had gathered its forces
on the one side, and Israel had gathered its forces on the other. But
for a space of forty days both armies abstained from battle.
A giant warrior from the camp of the Philistines employed this
interval in defying the hosts of the Lord, and challenging to mortal
combat the bravest warrior from their ranks: "And the Philistine
drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days"
(1 Sam. xvii. 16). And as day after day went by, and no champion
of Israel was found bold enough to accept the haughty challenge, the
insolence of Goliath and of the Philistines increased, and the hearts of
Saul and of his soldiery waxed feebler.
At length a shepherd-youth, recently arrived from his father's home
at Bethlehem, to visit his brethren in the camp, feels his spirit stirred
within him by the blasphemous taunts of the uncircumcised champion,
and under a Divine impulse offers to do battle with the Giant of Gath.
Refusing the aid of ordinary weapons, and divesting himself of the
earthly armour wherein the king of Israel would array him, the ruddy
youth goes forth with the equipments belonging to his shepherd-life,
and choosing five smooth pebbles from the brook, he puts them in his
scrip, and with a sling in his hand draws near to the terrible encounter.
We can well imagine the supercilious contempt with which he was
hailed by Goliath, and how it would be re-echoed by the armies of
Philistia, and how the fears of Saul concerning the young champion
would be shared by all Israel, as they beheld the yonthful David
going down to an encounter, on the issue of which their own lives and
liberties were staked.
We need not dwell upon the conflict or the result. Strong in Divine
power and confidence, the devout son of J esse goes forth to the
encounter, and in the sight of Israel and Philistia, with a well-directed
and mortal aim, lays the champion low. The forty days of insolence
and terror are changed at once into victory and rejoicing; the shepherd
of Bethlehem becomes the acknowledged conqueror of the Philistines
and the future king of IsraeL
Can we not at once perceive a striking analogy between this scene in
the valley of Elah, and the conflict and victory presented to us in the
temptation of our Lord in the wilderness ~ Here we have the Son of
David, the true Shepherd of Bethlehem, Who had come from His
Father's House to assist his brethren in this world of conflict, com·
mitting Himself to mortal duel with the Prince of Darkness, and after
enduring forty days of bitter temptation, achieving a glorious victory
over the great enemy of God and man ;-a victory, moreover, won by
no earthly weapons, but by the power of holiness and truth; not
only vindicating His own indefeasible right to be the great anointed
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King, but securing all the blessings of liberty and life to His people;
at the same time setting them an example of the manner in which
their own conflicts with the Evil One are to be waged, and holding
out to them cheering assurances of their final triumph.
It is with a sacred awe that we would draw near and contemplate
this terrible encounter between Christ and Satan. There are results
involved in it, there are destinies hanging upon it, of such infinite
importance to ourselves, to the world, and to the universe, that we
dare not gaze upon it in curiosity, but would rather ponder it in adoring wonder and trembling joy.
In the Tempter we behold a ruined angel, mighty in his fall, rancorous
in his malice, desperate in his resolves, with superhuman subtlety
and skill to direct his projects, and with principalities and powers of
darkness to second his assaults.
In the Tempted we recognize a Being invested with our human
nature, and linked to us by every tie of sympathy and sorrow; but
within that investment we recognize a Divine and glorious Saviour ;
one with the everlasting Father and the eternal Spirit, but uniting in
a mysterious way, which We can neither fathom nor explain, the attributes of Deity with the conditions and sinless infirmities of mankind.
'Tis ONE Who treads Judea's pastures,
My Leader's call I hear iu them;
No sword is clanking from his girdle.
Nor glanceth on His robe a gem.
He is not like those haughty mockers.
The Shepherd Good of Bethlehem;
A pastoral crook His mystic sceptre,
A crown of thorns His diadem I
Yet all the strength of hero-manhood
Sinks down before His Spirit's might,
And art with all its pomp and glory
Doth pale before His Cross's light.
This wondrous E=anuel was" led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil;" and lo! they stand aITayed for a
conflict which is to re-open and decide a controversy commenced in
Eden between Heaven and Hell, between God and Satan, concerning
the souls of men. Strong in the flush of previous victories over the
people of God, confident in the remembrance of the triumph won over
the first Adam, the Ruler of the darkness of this world hopes to gain
like victory over this second Head of humankind.
Strong in the power of eternal truth, stronger still in the might of
His own matchless love, the true Son of David goes forth as the representative of the true Israel, to the great spiritual conflict, by which
He is to assert His own claims and the liberties of His people against
the powers of evil.
By comparing the parallel passages in the Gospels, we find reason
to believe that the assaults to which our Lord was subjected in the
wilderness extended over a period of forty days, and were not confined,
4
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as is often supposed, to the three special temptations narrated by
1St. Matthew and St. Luke. Indeed, the language of one Evangelist is
very distinct-" Being forty days tempted of the devil" (Luke iv. 2) ;
and that of another corroborates it-" He was there in the wilderness
forty days tempted of Satan, and was with the wild beasts" (Mark i. 13).
With what variety of subtle wiles and crafty insinuations the
Tempter assailed our Lord during this protracted period we are not
distinctly informed; but of this we may rest assured, that every act
which hellish malice and cunning could suggest was employed in order
to fix, if it were possible, a stain on His spotless robe, or pierce the
joints of His celestial armour. Oh! how must the holy mind of that
unsullied One have shrunk from these repeated contacts with the
power of wickedness! How, during these forty days of intercourse
with all that was blasphemous and abominable, must His pure spirit
have revolted from the only companionship presented to Him in that
awful wilderness !
With our corrupted hearts, and our familiar ties with sin, we can
form no idea of the positive agony which even proximity to anything
evil must have produced in such a heart as His. Even when in imagination we have selected some sensitive and sanctified spirit, such as
we have sometimes met on earth, and supposed it subjected to the
assaults of the Wicked One; when we think of the purest and gentlest
natme that we ever met obliged to listen to the voice of ribaldry and
blasphemy, and find itself transpierced day after day by poisoned
arrows from the quiver of iniquity, whilst every nerve of the soul
thrills with pain and abhorrence, even then we have formed but a
faint idea of the recoil and torture of the Saviour's soul under these
continued horrors.
What love, to endure it all for us! What holiness, to come forth
untainted and untaruished from the trial! These forty days of sore
temptation afford, if possible, stronger evidence both of His Divinity
and condescension than even the forty days in which "He showed
Himself alive after His passion."
Although we have no record of the temptations which occupied the
forty days in the wilderness, yet we may fairly judge of their character
by those which formed as it were the sequel and climax to them. In
the three great temptations narrated by the Evangelists we have not
only, as it were, the concentration of Satan's strength and subtlety,
combined in a final effort for success, but we have a sample of all the
-various methods of assault, by which from the beginning he has tried
-to influence mankind, and from them we can form some idea of those
-temptations which pervaded the forty days that preceded.
St. John has in one brief verse summed up the mUltiplied forms of
sin to which we are prone, under a threefold category-" For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 John ii. 16).
This trinity of evil, if we may so call it, exactly corresponds to the
three great features of the first temptation in Eden, and finds its
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counterpart in the temptation by which Satan finally assailed om
Lord. Did he infuse doubt into the mind of our first parents by his
subtle question-" Yea hath God said 1 " so he tries to inject it into
the mind of the Second Adam by the appeal-" If Thou be the Son of
God, command these stones to be made bread." Did he beget presumption in Adam and Eve by the bold assertion-" Ye shall not
surely die "1 so did he try to produce it in the Saviour's bosom by
the wily challenge and appeal to Scriptme-" Cast Thyself dO\vn, for
it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning Thee." Did
he awaken pride and self-dependence in our first parents by the flattering assurance--" Ye shall be as gods" 1 so did he endeavom to draw
aside the great Mediator from His true allegiance, by the alluring
bribe-" All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and
worship me."
Was the tree " good for food" 1 Were the stones good for bread 1
What was this but the " lust of the flesh," to be indulged in distrust
of that heavenly Father's care, Who had given our first parents to eat
of every tree of the garden, and had sustained our Lord for forty days
without earthly food 1
Was the forbidden fruit" pleasant to the eyes" 1 Were the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them attractive to the sense and
heart 1 What was this but" the lust of the eye," to be gratified in
opposition to the will of God 1
Was the tree "to be desired to make one wise" 1 Was angelic
care to be relied on when in the path of evil 1 What was this but
that" pride of life," which presumed upon Divine favour and protection
when violating plain co=ands 1
Thus wondrously does Satan understand our nature, and suit his
assaults to om propensities; thus graciously has the Holy Spirit
anatomized our weakness and the devil's strength, and set them
before us in minute detail, that we may be not ignorant either of our
danger or of his devices.
It is to be observed, that during these forty days our Lord was
Divinely sustained and felt no need of food, but-" when He had
fasted forty days and forty nights, He was afterwards an hungered"
(Matt. iv. 2). It was then, and not till then, that the tempter, taking
advantage of His weakness, said to Him, " Command these stones that
they be made bread." And thus to this day does he acco=odate
his suggestions to the circumstances, and condition, and weaknesses
of men.
To the covetous he holds out some prospective advantages, which
he dignifies with the name of gain. To the ambitious he holds out
some glittering bauble, which he emblazons with the name of honour
or distinction. To the passionate he aggravates some trifling injury
into a rankling wound. For the sensualist he weaves some snare out
of his favourite lust. For the young he has the world's follies; for the
old he has the world's craft. For the rich he has the glitter of their
golden idol; for the poor the enticement to dishonesty or discontent.
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How cautious should we be not to go into the way of temptation;
not to multiply the occasions for Satan's assaults, nor give him vantage
ground for his attacks. "Jesus was led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil" (Matt. iv. 1). We have abundant
reason to expect help and protection in every path of duty, whatever
trials may assail us; but we have no right to expect it in the ways of
sin. If in God's providence we are led into scenes where our principles
are tried, we may with all confidence claim our Master's protection;
but if we run into such scenes of our own accord, it is only heaping
impiety on folly to calculate upon His preserving care. How closely
does our Lord Himself connect the dread of sin with the hope of safety,
when He teaches us to pray, " Lead us not into temptation."
The rapid transition from one class of temptations to another, and
not infrequently to a directly opposite one, which is to be observed in
the history of our Lord's temptation, is no uncommon method of the
devil's strategy. There is something in the very suddenness of the
procedure that is calculated to surprise, and so to overcome, the unwary; and there is, moreover, a strange tendency in human nature to
extremes, which favours this subtle artifice. It is often but a step
from prodigality to covetousness; from distrust to presumption;
from indifference to despair. It is remarkable that the sins of God's
people, recorded in the Bible for our warning. are generally the very
opposite of those which their disposition and character would have
led us to expect. Bold, out-spoken Peter is the disciple who denies
his Lord! Gentle, loving John is the incensed apostle who would call
do.wn fire from heaven to consume the Samaritans! Moses, the
meekest of mortal men, is the one who is provoked to speak "unadvisedly with his lips!" Aaron, the devout and prayerful priest,
is the maker of the golden calf !
At one time Satan will whisper "There is hope," when God says
there is none; at another he will insinuate" There is no hope," when
God .declares there is. Whilst a sinner is unawakened to his sin, he
will tell him, "You are moral and upright, and have no reason for
alarm;" when the same man is awakened to his guilt and danger, he
will tell him, "You are too vile to obtain mercy." To one he will
proclaim, " You need not fly to Christ, at least you need not do it now; "
to another, " There is no use in your having recourse to Him, for He
never will receive you."
There is an expression which meets us more than once in the history
of our Lord's temptation, and it is a very suggestive one: it is the
expression "again "-" Again the devil taketh Him"; "Again the
devilleadeth Him." If we had the detailed history of the forty days,
how frequently would this phrase occur. It is easy to speak of forty
days, even though they be days of temptation, when once they are
past and gone; but it is not so easy to speak or think of them when
they are in progress; when every day brings its own trial and every
hour its fresh temptation. Yet such was our Saviour's history during
thllt long and tedious conflict in the wilderness; and it is this which
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makes it such a suitable picture and exemplar for our earthly lifefor lives especially, and there are such, which are little more than
constant struggles with temptation. For such lives, and indeed for
the lives of all of us, this prolonged period of repeated temptation is
full of comfort and instruction.
We learn from it that it is no sin to be tempted,-nay, that it is no
sin to be tempted again and again; for so was the sinless Saviour.
The responsibility of temptation rests with the Wicked One; the sin
of hearkening or giving way to it belongs to us. Marvel not that
Satan should tempt you, for he tempted our blessed Lord. Be not
surprised if he tempts you in the wilderness, or even on the pinnacle
of the temple, amidst the solitude of the closet, or the service of the
sanctuary. But remember for your comfort, that He Who triumphed
over him in both is able to give you victory too, and "bruise Satan
under your feet shortly."
(To be continued.)

(!!ottt,;ponbmce.
TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,It is interesting to note the distant parts of the world to
which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE finds its way. In the Western Provinces of Canada it is read and appreciated by Scotch families. It
occurred to me that the enclosed extract, 'The Happy Man: by the
Rev. Lachlan Mackenzie, Lochcarron, Ross-shire, would be of interest
to your readers, especially to Scottish Highlanders in the far West,
where many of them have emigrated within recent years. It is probable that the life of Lachlan Mackenzie as a preacher and writer is
unknown to many across the Border; if so, it may be appreciated by
your English readers as well.
In the Highlands of Scotland the name of Lachlan Mackenzie is a
household name. It is recorded that Mr. Lachlan (the distinctive
name by which he was known) was to the North of Scotland what
John Knox was to the Lowlands.
I annex, for publication in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, if you consider it
suitable, a short account of his life, together with the above-mentioned
extract. I have also in my possession a copy of "The Christian's
Firm Bank," by Mr. Mackenzie, which I hope (n.v.) to send you ali
another time.
With the season's compliments and kind Christian regards,
Yours very sincerely,
PARKSIDE, HWDINGTON, N.B.
JOHN GRANT.
12th Dec., 1912.
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THE REV. LACHLAN MACKENZIE.

The Rev. Lachlan Mackenzie was born in 1754, in Kilmuir Wester, a
parish in ROBs-shire, of respectable and pious parents. He was educated
in the parish school of Pitty, near Inverness, and at the early age of
eight years waB brought under the power of the Truth; from that time
forward his life and conversation continued to shine brighter and
brighter unto the perfect day. He was known to have been prevailed
upon to engage in the duty of prayer at a meeting in the district before
he was thirteen years of age, and even then appeared to have so much
solemnity and unction, that aged men regretted that, from his youthful
modesty, they could not prevail upon him to come forward in public
so much as they wished. He was observed to have the appearance of
a solemn sense of the all-seeing Eye upon his spirit all along, in school
and at college, as well as in after-life. He entered the College of Aberdeen early in life, and made a creditable appearance during his whole
course at the University. His knowledge of languages especially was
more than ordinary. For a short period before receiving licence, he
taught the parish school of Lochcarron, and here his piety began to
shine forth in life and conversation, and to his prayer-meetings the
people came from far and near. While Mr. Lachlan taught in the
parish school, the old manse was b.uilt; one evening as he passed that
way he entered the manse when it was nearly finished, and as prayer was
his vital breath, and the element in which he lived, he took advantage
of the privacy of one of the rooms while the workmen were away, to
pour his soul before the Lord, when that passage of Scripture, Ps. lx. 6,
" I will measure the valley of Succoth," took hold of his mind and
would not depart. He inquired what was the meaning of this, and in
the course of time he was led to suppose that, as Succoth was a hill,.
country, the Lord might have some work for him to do at least among
the hills and valleys of the Highlands, if not in the place in which he
was then residing. That Lochcarron should be the scene of his labours
was very unlikely at that time, for there were three members of that
Presbytery who tried by every means to frustrate the hope of his
being licensed at all. The ground of their opposition could not have
been anything faulty in his character or qualifications, but the hatred
they bore to his pious life and evangelical doctrines, with a mixture of
jealousy at his constantly increasing popularity. He was kept back
more than a year from getting licence; but when the Lord's time
came, all these obstacles were soon removed, and that in a way not to
have been expected. These three ministers who led the opposition
were suddenly and within one year called to go the way of all the earth,
and give their account. Mr. Lachlan was immediately licensed without
any further opposition, and a testimony recorded in the minutes of
Presbytery to his high acquirements and character. The opposition,
however, to his ministry served a purpose by leaving an impression on
the people of the district that it is not safe to treat unjustly any of the
true people of God. The Proprietor was friendly to Mr. LacWan, and
procured for him the Crown presentation to the parish of Lochcarron,
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and to the great joy of the people he was ordained their Pastor. Thus
a door of usefulness was opened for him in the vineyard of the Lord
among the hills and valleys of Lochcarron.
To give a full account of his ministry would take up too much
space, but suffice it here to say, that his labours were blessed very
abundantly to many, not only in his own congregation, but throughout
the Highlands and Islands. Many have been known to have come from
the shires of Inverness and Ross, Sutherland and Argyle, on sacramental and other occasions, for the sake of the Gospel; coming from
the more remote parts, the elderly people took several days to do the
journey on foot. It will not be known until the Last Day how great
was the benefit received by multitudes from the doctrines and prayers
of this worthy trumpeter of Christ's glorious Gospel. He was often
observed to mention and to plead the· fulfilment of that promise, Ps.
lxxii. 16: "There shall be an handful of corn in the earth on the top
of the mountains, the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon." He
was a moral lighthouse to the Highlands of Scotland; his preaching
was the means of awakening, building up, and comforting many, and
of disseminating sound evangelical views of the Gospel in that dark
part of the land.
Many in the Highlands firmly believed that Mr. Lachlan had
some special gift or mode of prophecy; they believed him to be a
person who obtained nearness of access to the Lord, and to whom the
secrets of the Lord were manifested in a wonderful and uncommon
degree. He lived singularly above the world while he lived in it, and
beheld through faith the glory of spiritual and eternal things to be far •
greater than the objects of time and sense. One who knew him intimately said of him, that his life resembled the life of Elijah or of John
the Baptist. He was unmarried, and did not engage in the cares of
the world, wishing to be at liberty, as an ambassador of the Lord, to
give himself wholly to His service. In writing the statistical account
of Lochcarron. he said about himself :It

The parson bas no horse, nor farm,
Nor goat, nor watch. nor wife;
Without an augmentation, too,

He leads a happy life."
He was a living testimony in his day that religion can render a man
happy although he may have but a small competency of the things of
this life. He was always careful and conscientious in his preparation
for the pulpit, and did not give to his people that which cost him nothing.
Some of those who heard and knew Mr. Lachlan often expressed regret
that more of his writings were not published. Let the reader judge
indulgently of this small specimen of "The Happy Man" (in which can
be seen a portrait of the Author himself), taken from his original manuscript, which was not intended for publication. He was accustomed
to write short treatises on various subjects, and sometimes he chose
a text as the foundation of his remarks, as in the treatise on "The
Delusion that will probably prevail previous to the Millennium," to
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Part I. of which he prefixes Isa. Ix. 2, and to Part H. Ps. lxxii. 8 and
Isa. Ix. 9. These treatises were, however, never preached as sermons.
Mr. Lachlan was laid aside by a stroke of paralysis about a year
before his death, and during the last few months could not rise or walk
without support; but his remarks showed that even then he was feeling
that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word which proceedeth out of the mouth of God-a profound divine, an eloquent
preacher, a deeply experienced Christian, and withal a classical scholar,
a popular poet, a man of original genius, and eminently a man of
prayer. When nearing the end, a friend asked him how he did: his
reply was, "I am taking a faith's look into heaven." He departed
this life on 20th April, 1819, being the sixty-fifth year of his age, and
thirty-seventh of his ministry-thus, "The Happy Man" entered into
an eternal possession of his" Never-failing Bank," and more than golden
store.
J. G.
P.8.-With reference to the treatises by Mr. Mackenzie on "The Delusion that shall probably prevail some time previous to the Millennium,"
I may mention that in it he makes reference to the probable fall of
Mahometanism; to the errors of Popery and its ascendency over
Mahometanism; to the indifference that will prevail in Protestant countries; the darkness upon the face of the earth and persecution of the true
witnesses of the truth, previous to the glorious dawn of the millennium.
To the reader who studies the events of the past one hundred years
since this forecast of events was written, it will appeal as remarkable,
very specially in view of the present war and trouble in the Balkans
and near East. I regret the copy in my possession is partly mutilated;
if I am successful in finding a complete copy, I will be glad to send you
same.-J. G.
[Enclosure.]
"THE HAPPY MAN."
"The happy man was born in the city of Regeneration, in the parish
of Repentance unto Life. He was educated at the school of Obedience,
and lives now in Perseverance. He hath a large estate in the county
of Christian Contentment, and many times does jobs of Self-deuial,
wears the garment of Humility, and hath another suit to put on when
he goes to court, called the robe of Christ's Righteousness. He often
walks in the Valley of Self-abasement, and sometimes climbs the
mountains of Heavenly-mindedness. He breakfasts every morning on
Spiritual Prayer, and sups every evening on the same. He hath meat
to eat that the world knows not of, and his drink is the sincere milk
of the Word of God. Thus happy he lives and happy he dies. Happy
is he who has Gospel submission in his will, due order in his affections,
sound peace in his conscience, real divinity in his breast, the Redeemer's
yoke on his neck, a vain world under his feet, and a crown of glory
over his head! Happy is the life of that man who believes firmly,
prays fervently, walks patiently, works abundantly, lives holily, dies
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daily, watches his heart, guides his senses, redeems his time, loves
Christ, and longs for glory! He is necessitated to take the world
on his way to heaven, but he walks through it as fast as he can,
and all his business by the way is to make himself and others happy.
Take him all in all-in two words, he is a Man and a Christian."REV. LACHLAN MACKENZIE.
"Lochcarron, 1754-1819."

1j)rotel3tnnt 1l3encon.
DIABOLICAL AGENCY.
AN EXTRACT FROM "T.HE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE,"

BY

THE EDITOR.

SOME practical Scripture proofs of Satan's personal presence on earth,
and especially amongst "the sons of God," may be adduced. For
the Church at present is in conflict with" principalities and powers,"
with" the rulers of the darkness of this world," with" wicked spirits
in high places." Nothing less truly invulnerable than the whole
armour of God can therefore sufficiently protect us against the
approaches of such a subtle and powerful foe.
1. Consider, first, that to the devil is ascribed by God Himself the
agency of man's apostasy from his Creator. The serpent is said to
have "beguiled" our first mother by his subtlety. Is he less subtle
now 1 And is he likely to be less successful when he has to deal, not
with unfallen, but with sinful men 1 If by his craft he was victorious'
when he approached the" image of God" in the creature, shall he not
with even less artifice prevail against those in whom, when he comes,
instead of finding" nothing," he finds his own likeness 1 For what is
holiness but likeness to God, and what is sin if not" of the devil" 1
How great the peril, then, of that heart which sleeps in security, and,
through ignorance or disbelief in his personal influence, watches not
for the footfall of the tempter! Hence that Divine precept to the
Church, " Be sober, be vigilant; .because your adversary the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour."
2. Again, Holy Scripture plainly teaches that Satan comes to harass
and perplex where he knows he cannot finally destroy. Did he expect,
for instance, to prevail when he met the sinless Son of Man in the
wilderness 1 Had he, who could then quote the words of Scripture for
. his own purpose, wholly forgotten that terrible sentence which at the
beginning was spoken to him by J ehovah Himself, Who then put it
into that very Bible, "IT shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
His heel" 1 Nay, verily! but while he knew that he could not bruise
the Head in the head, yet he knew it was granted him to attack the
Blessed One as being a partaker of "the flesh and blood" of "the
children." He could not destroy; he would therefore" afflict" the
Righteous One. Thus is it still with" the brethren.". Satan full well
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is aware of their security and final triumph in Christ, as the redeemed
of His blood and the subjects of the indwelling Holy Spirit; he will
therefore inject the rankling poison of doubt and fear into their souls.
By means of his legions he is ever at hand to seize the passing circumstance of the hour, and to press it into his fiendish service. Whence
come those terrible insinuations that, alas! so often haunt the believer's mind in prayer, in meditation, in worship, in very communion
with his Lord 1 Satan has not seen it necessary to alter his ancient
custom by being absent when the sons of God come to present themselves before the Lord. And, indeed, it would seem as if on such holy
occasions the God of our salvation (for His own purposes and glory)
suffered the enemy of our souls more sorely to tempt and inwardly
try us, even as he did holy Job. Dear reader, you are earnestly asked
if your inward, heart-deep, experience of the power of the devil is not
the bitterest cup of all you are called to drink at the Lord's hands.
Ah! it is possible to stsnd on the very pinnacle of temple privilege,
and yet for Satan to be standing alongside!
3. Take another instance of Satan's personal influence in the Church
of God. The Apostle St. Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said, " Satan
himself is transformed into an angel o/light." He can come, in other
words, with Bible in hand, to the Bible-loving Christian, and affect to
be an expositor of the Word-for his own ends, He can enter the
pulpit and suggest to the mind of the Gospel preacher the omission of
this or that man-offending truth. He can subtly suggest to the speaker
a gloss for those scriptures which too plainly expose his devices, his
interests, and his aims. He can use the weaknesses of natural character
there, and, alas! by so doing how often has he bronght a man of God
into bondage of soul, his ministry into disrepnte, and the Master's
truth into dishonour.! None but a true Apostle-none but a Godsent minister----ean say with the full force of truth in these respects,
" not ignorant of his devices."
4. And if it be thus with the preacher of the Word, so, too, the
hearer and the doer of the Word are subject to the crafty influences
of this archspirit of darkness in his false character as a messenger of
light. Let the reader note the parable of the sower, and mark well
the fearful activity of the devil among the hearers of Christ's word!
Are you a learner in Christ's school 1 Then whensoever you attend
the place where prayer is wont to be made, and the good seed of the
Word is scattered, never fail to remember that you need the special
grace and wisdom which God has promised to the diligent, the watchful,
and the prayerful, or Satan will get the advantage over you. Remember, he tempted and prevailed over Simon Peter in the very presence
of Christ! Religious privileges and the company of God's people-.
yea, more, the presence of the Spirit of God within you-are no
guarantee in this matter. There must be a sensible waiting upon God
in the consciousness that unless He enable you t'o give heed to the Word,
to hear with meekness, with an understanding heart, and with full
purpose to do the will of God, Satan will surely steal away all you
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eeem to get while sitting beneath the glad sonnd. "It any man will
do His wiU, he shall know of the doctrine."
The infallible testimony of Holy Scripture, then, makes it clear, that
while a mighty God is the God of Jacob, that while the flock of Christ's
redeemed are safe in His own keeping, and while the Spirit of grace
shall surely guide such into all truth, there yet is a real, a painful, a
prolonged ordeal of conflict, and watching, and praying, to be experienced by every pilgrim believer. The way home lies through the
territory of the god of this world; and they walk most safely who,
accepting the plain teachiug of God's Word, are mindful that the
sleepless eye of a malignant enemy is upon their every step, and that
the very subtlety of the serpent which beguiled Eve is engaged perpetually to draw them aside from their simplicity in Christ.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE January "Quarterly Record" is now ready, and contains a
portrait and sketch of the late Mr. Edward Densham, an illustration
of the Society's new offices, and a variety of articles bearing upon the
work. An acconnt of a Spanish pensioner displays the _sovereign
grace of God in calling her out of Romish darkness and sustaining
her in a life of peculiar trial. Copies will be sent to any friends willing
to distribute them amongst non-subscribers. New leaflets, attractively
printed and illustrated, are also ready.
The Society has sustained a great loss by the death of its Honorary
Solicitor, Mr. Jasper Keeble, who was also a valued member of theBoard. His judgment, experience, legal acumen, and platform gifts
were freely placed at the service of the Institution. His addresses
on Protestant platforms were powerful and his knowledge of his
eubject was accurate and extensive. He was Rector's Churchwarden
at All Souls, Langham Place. The fnneral service'in the Church was
largely attended and was conducted by the Rector, the Rev. F. S.
Webster, M.A., and the Rev. W. R. Mowll, M.A. The Rt. Hon. Rev.
Lord Blythswood gave the address, sketching the spiritual history
of the departed and nnfolding the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.
The Society was represented by the Secretary and Messrs. Bumstead
and Chambers, members of the Board.
On December 3rd, a large and successful Sale of Work, on behalf of
the Society, was held in the Public Hall, Croydon, in connection with
the local Auxiliary. Miss Loosley, the devoted Hon. Secretary, and a
number of other ladies worked very hard, and by God's blessing
upwards of £80 was realized in the day. In the afternoon, Mr. W.
Brooke, Pastor of West Street Chapel, Croydon, gave an excellent
address upon" A cup of cold water." The Society was represented
by the General Secretary and by Mr. W. J. Falkner, a member of the
Board. Such gatherings are of great use to the Institution, and the
Committee would be thankful to see them multiplied.
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Readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have cheered the Executive,
during the past year by valued help, some of which has come from
our kin beyond the sea, who, though separated by distance, give proof
of oneness by their love to the Lord's aged poor, for the Lord's sake.
With 1577 pensioners and seven Homes to maintain, the expenditure
is great, no less than £43 daily being needed. Special efforts are
being made to increase the Annual Subscription List, a difficult matter
in these days.
Through the kindness of friends the inmates of our Homes have
had teas and various gifts, and a friend has again supplied roll text
almanacs for 1913; these, with Dr. Hawker's Morning and Evening
Portions, are especially valued by them. Old temporal moorings
have given way, but they have one safe anchorage which cannot be
removed or shaken, and that is, the faithfulness of their Covenant
God. To them the music of well-known voices has long been hushed;
just when they had imagined they had at last obtained a stable footing,
the scaffolding collapsed, the prop on which they had for a lifetime
leaned, failed them, and they felt themselves out amid the pitileSll
storm. But the ascension glories of our Lord have not changed His
changeless heart or alienated His affections, and He has seen fit to use
this Society as His instrument of provision and shelter, so that"E'en down to old age all His people shall prove
His sovereign, eternal, uncha.ngeable love."
»

f

A MONTHLY RECORD.

•

THE following letter from the KING'S Private Secretary in regard to
HIS MAJESTY and the daily reading of the Bible, will be read with
extreme interest :" Windsor Castle,
November 18, 1912.
" Dear Sir,-I have had the honour of submitting your letter of the
15th inst. to the KING, and I am directed to inform you, in reply, it is
quite true that he promised QUEEN ALEXANDRA, as long ago as 1881,
that he would read a chapter of the Bible daily, and that he has ever
since adhered to this promise.
" Yours very truly,
" KNOLLYS. H

" Francis Brading, Esq."
Mr. Brading is the Secretary of the" Scripture Gift Mission," and
having heard that His Majesty, King George V., had promised Queen
Alexandra to read a chapter of the Bible daily, wrote to His Majesty
for confirmation of the report, and received the above reply. The
King was 16 years old when he made this promise, and he has thus been
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reading a chapter of the Word of God daily for 31 years. May that
Word be indeed a lamp unto his feet and a light unto his path, and
may all his subjects follow his example in daily reading the Scriptures!
As we go to press the Peace Delegates of the five nations who are at
war are meeting in London to negotiate a peace. The King has placed
rooms at St. J ames's Palace at their disposal for this historic gathering.
The Great Powers who are neutral and signatories to the Treaty of
Berlin have also agreed that their representatives in London should
meet together for informal and non·committal consultation. Much
prayer needs to be offered that the outcome of these gatherings may
be a settled and lasting peace.
We rejoice that thousands of copies of Testaments and Gospels have
been distributed among the soliders at the front by the Bible Society
during the war of the five nations. "It is specially recorded that when
the men of one regiment received their books they at once raised three
cheers for England."
Our contemporary, the English Churchman, had the following
paragraph in a recent issue :"Whether or not the Revision proposals have any prospect of
ultimate adoption, it would have been a serious thing if the Lower
House of Canterbury Convocation had given its sanction to a suggested
change implying doubt respecting the truth of the whole Bible. At
present the third question in the Ordering of Deacons is expressed in·
these terms, 'Do you unfeignedly believe all the canonicll.l Scriptures
of the Old and New Testament?' Bya recommendation of the committee it would run, 'Do you unfeignedly believe that the canonical
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament contain all things necessary
to eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ?' The object of the
alteration was to leave Ordination candidates free, if they chose, to deny
portions of God's Holy Word. It is satisfactory to see that the previous
question was carried by a substantial majority, and that the suggestion
fell through accordingly. If young men cannot honestly avow their
belief in the inspiration and accuracy of the Scriptures, their p{oper
place is outside the ranks of the ministry. It may be argned that
many of both Ritualistic and Rationalistic tendencies make the existing
declarations without fully meaning them; but their insincerity should
not be alleged as an excuse for lowering the standards of truth and
honour."

·The evils of the " Ne Temere" Decree are well illustrated in the
following extract from the speech of Lord Kinnaird at the great
Imperial Protest Meeting, held recently at Westminster :-" They had
not, continued his lordship, to prove their case. As evidence of that
he quoted the following from the (Roman) 'Catholic Herald' of
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November 9, under the heading' North Fleet': 'There was a large
congregation at the Oratory on Sunday week, when the Rector answered
some questions with reference to the Ne Temere Decree. One question
was: "A Protestant gentleman is engaged to me, and my parents
consent. We are going to be married in a Protestaut Church, as he
won't consent to go to a Catholic Church. May we be married in a
registry office instead ~" "No. You being a Catholic cannot be
married either in a Protestant Church or in a registry office. You may
be registered therein, just as one may register in other places property,
cattle, etc., as belonging to this or that person, but such attempt at
marriage is useless. Marriage in such circumstances is null and void
before God, before the Church, and is not binding in conscience."
Another question was: "Please tell me what to do to get married. I
am a Catholic, and married a Protestant a few weeks back in a
Protestant church. If I am not truly married, how shall I obtain a
valid contract ~" The Rector answered: "You are not married at
present (Decree of Pius X., 1908). Your procedure will be this. Apply
to the Rector of your parish, wherever it is, tell him the circumstances,
and he will transmit to the Bishop of the diocese your letter of contrite
regret for the scandal caused by your attempted marriage, together
with your petition to marry a non-Catholic. The necessary dispensation will be issued, with the usual forms for signature of both contracting
parties, and your marriage will then take place before your parish
priest and at least two witnesses." , "

CALVIN AND GENEVA.

l Extract from " Life and Times of Calvin." Translated from the
Dutch of L. Penning, by the Rev. B. S. Berrington, B.A. 392 pp.
10s. 6d. net. Kegan, Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., Ltd., Carter Lane,
London E.C.]
" GENEVA lay on the junction of three roads, where three powerful
Roman Catholic states met; it was a town of scarcely sixteeu thousand
inhabitants, with weak ramparts and weak walls, badly protected
against a hostile attack. Calvin had to seek help from a higher source,
from above, and from above he sought it. And his fervent prayer and
the strong faith of his flock formed the firm invisible wall against
which all the force of the enemy would break powerless. The glory
that emanated from little Geneva shone forth as far as Poland. Geneva
became the great central point, where the mightiest intellects met.
John Knox wa there; Marnix, of St. Aldegonde, the author of
the immortal WiIhelmus song; Cranmer, the reformer of Englandthree names which imply three revolutions.
Under the genial direction of Calvin, Geneva became the university,
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where the heroes and martyrs of Protestantism were educated. Here
was their cradle; the Calvinistic view of life, with its unshaken doctrine
of predestination, instilled steel into their blood. From this little
insignificant spot of the world they went forth into the high road of
life.• No river, no sea, no mountain could stop them; they possessed
the blind obedience of the Jesuits, without the gloomy heretical hatred
which animated them. They ventured into England, where, under
the rule of Henry VIII., no man's life was safe; into Spain, France,
and Italy, where the scaffold awaited them. They were bound to
the strangling pole, and there left to die; the flames of the funeral
pyre beat into their faces; they were cast into dungeons, where the
light of the sun and the moon never shone.
They were a chosen band destined by their blood to win nations
to the Gospel. And this chosen band, although it died every day,
was immortal, for the gaps in the ranks were filled up again and again
by new heroes and martyrs, who, with sustained enthusiasm, fought
and died for Christ.
Calvin was their teacher, their leader, their anointed king. He
gave them his blessing when they went forth to battle, and without
a muscle of his face moving he heard of their sufferings and death.
Only occasionally did he lose the iron self·control which becomes a
general; then grief, dejection, sadness came upon him with the force
of a mountain torrent, and in the bitterness of his soul he cried out:
, They are led as sheep to the slaughter! '
So, many heroes and martyrs went forth from the city, but many
exiles returned, who, on account of their beliefs, had fled from the
land of their forefathers.
Amongst them were grey-headed old men, weak women, little
children. Amid the biting cold of winter they wandered along the
precipices of the high mountains, badly clad, benumbed, losing their
way in the confusion of the snow-covered footpaths, perishing from
hunger and cold.
Now and then they looked back, distracted by the fear that they
heard the cry of their persecutors, and then they stumbled on, the
poor oppressed flock of Christ, till suddenly, on the left of the last
bend in the road, they discovered, afar off, a low cloud-the mountain
pass.
Then the fugitives felt a strong cold current of air, and Mount Blanc
rose up before them, the mighty giant in his white majestic snowmantle. A few steps more-and something glistened before their
eyes-it was Lake Leman.
Then they quickened their pace; their weary eyes shone bright
again, and along the rough slope, which amid a sea of fir trees went
ever downwards, their trembling eyes sought the horizon.
Suddenly they stood still; they stretched out their arms-and
there! before them! rose the lofty towers of St. Peter's Church.
. . . That was Geneva i-the Pella of tortured Protestantism i-the '
town of Calvin !
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The wanderers embraced one another, cries of joy, choked by tears,
were raised, and greatly moved, they s,ang :I

The Lord I love, He's ever truf'! to me ;

He hears my voice, my plaints. Where'er I pray
Re bends His ear; I cry to Him alway;
He gives me help, from dangers all sets free.'
During a period of scarcely ten years, Geneva, which had less
inhabitants than Zutphen, has now received and housed four thousand
refugees.
•
It was a heavy task that required great pecuniary sacrifices, and
yet wl's accomplished with wonderful. devotion.
Let us not forget that the poorest part of the emigration came
from France. Without shelter, without clothes, driven away from
their native land by the fury of persecution, they reached Geneva.
They were shipwrecked men, who had been cast upon the shore of
Geneva. And they brought nothing with them but distress, misery,
hunger, and the wounds inflicted by furious, religious hatred.
New fugitives kept arriving; they spread about to make room
for the next; it was an endless procession of spectres with lean jaws
and eyes far sunk in their sockets-it was a procession of poor wretches,
martyrs of the Reformation.
The Geneva houses were not large. Moreover, every family formed:
a little state in the state; and to their Puritanical austerity the
Geneva protestants added a certain prudent reticence towards the
unknown stranger.
But these characteristics were dissipated at the heartrending sight
of the fugitives going through the streets deprived of everything.
And with irresistible strength came another characteristic, compassion,
pity for these poor creatures.
Beds were got ready-five, six in one room. Some houses had
five-and-twenty beds. Quite a revolution took place in the regular
course of housekeeping, and the good Geneva housewife, who up till
then had done everything with the regularity of clockwork, showed
her approval. She vied with her husband in works of Christian
hospitality, and for the persecuted unlocked the holy of holies, where
her children were not allowed to enter.
She cut up her clothes to help her sisters, she robbed her linen-press
to protect the half-naked children from cold; she herself went without
many things to feed them all; she refreshed the exhausted strangers
with wine, and herself drank water. 0 women of Geneva! 0 daughters
of Calvin! Blessed shall your memory be till the end of time! "
to the not unfrequent and well-known phraseology of
Scripture, God is said to repent when, putting away men's sorrow and
affording new ground for gladness, He appears as it were to be changed.
-John Calvin.
ACCORDING

