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A REQUEST FOR PRAYER.
" Brethren, pray for us."-l TRESS. v. 25.

OUR readers will have noticed that the TRUSTEES of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE have requested me to become its Editor in succession
to the late lamented and much esteemed Editor, the REV. JAMES
ORMISTON. In the LORD'S name, and in ·dependence on His allsufficient grace, I have consented to undertake this important work.
I feel it an honour and a privilege t.o occupy, however feebly,
the position of such faithful men as the-REv. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE
TOPLADY, DR. DOUDNEY, MR. GEORGE COWELL, and the late beloved
EDITOR. At the same time I am ready to exclaim, "Who is
sufficient for these things ~" If the testimony of this MAGAZINE
is to continue on the same faithful lines as has marked it for the
past one hundred and fifty-one years, the grace, the strength, and
the wisdom of our Covenant GOD will be abundantly needed.
Without Him neither I nor those who kindly assist me can do
anything. He alone can give to us the monthly messages. He
alone can give bodily strength to write in His Name. Moreover,
He alone can make the testimony thus given a means of convicting,
converting, building up, and feeding the members of His redeemed
family who read the pages of this time-honoured MAGAZINE. It is
I
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fitting, therefore, that we should commence the New Year with
the request, "Brethren, pray for us." Supplies of grace can only
cQme from the GOD of all grace. If He supplies the stream of
living waters which spring from His eternal love, then we can say :
" Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage 1
Grace which, like the LORD, the Giver,
Never fails from age to age."
The change in the Editorship, then, is a loud call to our readers
to give themselves to prayer in reference to this important department of the LORD'S work. We need to pray for those who mite.
We need to pray for an enlarged circle of readers all over the
world. We are glad to know that many value the MAGAZINE in
America and in the Colonies as well as in the Homeland. We
request them as well as our readers at home to use their influence
to increase the number of our readers. It is good to lend copies
of the MAGAZINE. It is better to secure more subscribers. We
need to pray, too, that the LORD would graciously own His Own
truth as set forth in our pages. How many who are shut off from
a faithful ministry would value this periodical if it were brought
to their notice. If we value the precious truths for which the
MAGAZINE stands, let us all seek to increase its usefulness by
securing, if possible, a larger number of readers. The TRUSTEES
are very grateful for the financial help rendered by so many of
our readers during the past year. This, they trust, will still be
regularly forthcoming.
The request for prayer which occurs in the First Epistle to the
Thessalonians was made by the great Apostle to the Gentiles. He
'was himself a man of prayer. At the time of his conversion the
LORD said of him, "Behold, he prayeth" (Acts ix. 11). When in
prison, he and SILAS "prayed, and sang praises unto GOD" (Acts
xvi. 25). At Miletus, "he kneeled down and prayed with them
all" (Acts xx. 36). At Tyre he prayed on the sea-shore (Acts xxi.
5). His Epistles show that he was constantly in the habit of
praying for the infant churches which he was instrumental in
founding. He who thus prayed for himself and others felt the
need of being upheld by the intercessory prayers of the saints of
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GOD. Why did he desire their prayers on behalf of himself and
of those associated with him in the LORD'S work?
1. Because he desired the po'We1" to speak in the LOBUS Name.
To the Ephesian saints he says, "Praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the SPIRIT . . . and for me, that utterance
may be given lmto me." Ah, yes, a preacher cannot open his
mouth lmless the LORD gives him power. The power to speak
is of the LORD. The same may be said of the power to write.
Even the physical effort of moving a pen with the hand can only
be accomplished by Divine permission.
2. Because he desired boldness and f1"eedom of speech.
" That I may open my mouth boldly." "That therein I may
speak boldly, as I ought to speak." The great and humbling
truths of the Gospel are not welcome to natural men. To be
told that there is none righteous, no not one, that the wages of
sin is death and that salvation is only through the blood and
righteousness of CHRIST, these and other kindred truths are distasteful to all except those who have been shown by the SPIRIT
the plague of their own hearts, and have had CHRIST in all His
beauty and sufficiency revealed to their souls. Truth in its fulness
is unpalatable. The distinctive truths of the doctrines of Divine
grace, however lovingly uttered, are especially unpalatable in
these " perilous times." These, whether spoken or written, require
boldness-holy boldness and courage-if they are to be uttered
or written down. Brethren, pray for us that we may be faithful,
loving, and courageous in testimony.
3. Because he desi1"ed that when he did speak, the subiect matte1"
of his testimony might be the Gospel.
"That I may ... make known the mystery of the Gospel."
There is a great deal of testimony to-day spoken and written from
which the Gospel is wholly absent. It is becoming a rare thing
to hear the Gospel of the grace of GOD. Moreover, many of our
modern religious books and periodicals are not comparable for
soundness in teaching with those written by our Evangelical
fathers. We live in days when the old paths are more or less
forsaken. To use the language of an aged correspondent, "We
live in a day when truth is more and more being despised." We
earnestly say, then, to our readers, "Brethren, pray for us," that
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the pure Gospel of GOD'S infinite grace and mercy may ever form
the subject matter of our pages. May it continue to be, in an
increasing degree, if possible, THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
4. Because he wanted oppcYrtunity to give utterance to the Word.
Faithful testimony is of no use without hearers or readers.
" Withal praying also for us, that GOD would open unto us a door
of utterance to speak the mystery of CHRIST" (Col. iv. 3). GOD
is able not only to give the message to His servants, but also to
bring hearers to listen to, or readers to ponder, the truths spoken.
When the apostle was at Ephesus he wrote, "A great door and
efiectua.l is opened unto me" (1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9). Again, he mites,
"When I came to Troas to preach CHRIST'S Gospel ... a door
was opened unto me of the LORD" (2 Cor. ii. 12). Let us pray,
brethren, that the LORD may bring more hearers to listen to faithful
testimony and cause a larger number of persons to read the testimony to His truth given in these pages.
5. Because he wanted the Word to run and be glorified.
"Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the Word of the LORD
may have free course, and be glorified" (2 Thess. iii. 1). He
wished that the Word might be rapidly propagated, that it might
speed rapidly forward in all directions, bringing blessing in its
train. He wished that men who heard the Word might honour
it, and receive it to their soul's salvation. When the Apostle was
at Antioch in Pisidia many of his Gentile hearers "glorified the
Word of the LORD, and as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed" (Acts xiii. 48). The prayers of GOD'S people were desired
that the like results might accompany the Apostle's testimony at
Corinth. The LORD had said, "I have much people in this city,"
and His servant sought the prayers of the saints that this Divine
purpose might be fulfilled. Brethren, pray for us who mite, that
the Word of the LORD written and unfolded in our pages may come
to our readers in power and in the HOLY GHOST. There is the
need of giving ourselves to prayer as well as to the ministry of
the Word. May the New Year upon which we are about to enter,
GOD willing, be marked by more prayer on the part of writers
and readers. We need to pray for the prosperity of GOD'S cause,
the enlargement of His kingdom, the fulfilment of His purposes,
the building up of His people, their comfort, spiritual growth, and
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advancement. We need to pray for our country, that GOD may
enable us to profit by the solemn discipline of this terrible war,
and that He may bring this conflict to a satisfactory and speedy
end. May such prayer characterize the LORD'S people throughout
the coming year, and may the LORD'S lovingkindness and tender
mercy be increasingly experienced by the LORD'S people as they
go forth into the year 1917 !

Kensington Parsonage,
B'lih

THE EDITOR.

THE SAINTS WELCOMING CHRIST IN GLORY.
Is this, saith holy David, my Son and my Lord 1 The King of glory,
for Whose admission I called the gates of heaven to be lifted up, and
opened the everlasting doors for Him, in an ancient song 1 Is this the
Man Whose hands and Whose feet they pierced on earth, as I once foretold by the spirit of prophecy 1 I see those blessed scars of honour;
how they adorn His glorified limbs! I acknowledge and adore my
God and Saviour. I began His triumph once on my harp in a lower
strain, and I behold Him now ascending on high. Awake, my glory;
He comes, He comes with the sound of a trumpet, and with the pomp
of shouting angels! Sing .praises, all ye saints; unto our God sing
praises; sing praises unto our King; sing praises.
Is this, saith Isaiah, the Child born, of Whom I spoke 1 Is this the
Son given, of Whom I prophesied 1 I adore Him as The Mighty God,
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
I see the righteous Branch, adds the Prophet J eremy, the righteous
Branch from the stem of David, from the root of J esse. This is the
King Who, as I foretold, shonld reign in righteousness; The Lord my
Righteousness is His Name. I rejoice at His appearance; the throne
of heaven is made ready for Him.
This, saith Daniel, is the Messiah, the Prince, Who was cut of!,
but not for Himself; the seventy weeks are all fulfilled, and the work
is done. He hath finished transgression, and made an end of sin, and
hath brought in everlasting righteousness for all His people.
But was this the Person, saith Zachary the Prophet, Whom they
sold for thirty pieces of silver 1 Vile indignity and impious madness!
Behold, He now appears like the Man Who is Fellow or Companion
to the Lord of hosts.
It is He, saith Malachi, it is He, the Messenger of the Covenant, Who
came suddenly to His own temple.
There I held Him in my withered arms, saith aged Simeon, and I
expired in joy and praises.-Dr. Watts.
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PRECIOUS FAITH.
" To them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the
righteousness of God and OU?· Saviou?' Jesus Christ. "-2 PETER
i. 1.

PRECIOUS faith may very appropriately form the subj ect of our
"Wayside Notes" for the opening month of the New Year. What
solemn and unexpected events have happened in the year which
has just closed! To the readers of this MAGAZINE the removal
of its beloved Editor (the Rev. J ames Ormiston) will stand out
very prominently. To many others of our readers, as well as to
many of our esteemed contributors, the past year will be recalled
as a time. when their homes and their hearts were darkened by
great sorrow. Great numbers of the Lord's own children have
had to suffer keenly through the great war. Beloved husbands
and sons have fallen on the field of battle, and hemts have been
made to ache by the removal for ever from earthly homes of bra,e
men who have been killed in the war. Shall we cease then to
trust in God? God forbid! All through the past year, despite
its many sorrows, we have experienced His love. Mercy has shone
out even in the darkest hour, and as we revie'" the paBt how
comforting it is to think of those who have died in the Lord, as
those who have been taken from the evil to come, delivered for
ever from the burden of the flesh, received through infinite space
into everlasting joy and felicity. Let us go forth, then, into this
New Year still exercising faith in our Covenant.keeping God. He
abideth faithful. His love is unchangeable. He will still be our
Guide. He will still stand by us. He will still supply our needs.
He will still keep the feet of His saints.
"He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
His eternal Covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
God is all-sufficient for the coming year! "
With these thoughts in our minds, then, let us consider thesubject of "precious faith." Why is the faith of God's elect
spoken of as precious?
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1. Because of its rarity.

Precious faith is not found everywhere. "All-men have not
faith" (2 Thess. iii. 2). If they had, our places of worship where the
pure Gospel is preached would be crowded with persons hungering
after the precious things of God's Word. It is only the few who
are believers. Few there be that enter the narrow way. Many
go in through the wide gate and walk in the broad way that leadeth
to destruction. The great bulk of mankind is destitute of precious
faith. It is a rare thing to find a godly man in a regiment, on
board ship, in a workshop, in an office, in the street. Only
recently I spent some time in happy fellowship with a Godly
minister who said how much he had enjoyed our conversation,
as there was no one in the town in which he lived with whom he
could talk.
2. Faith is precious because of its source.
Faith is a grace which is Divinely allotted to God's people.
The verb "to obtain" in the passage at the head of this note
means to obtain by lot, to receive by Divine allotment. Thus
precious faith is Divinely allotted to God's chosen people. It is
assigned to them by God Himself as their portion or share. This'
is in harmony with many other passages of God's Word. His
people believe" according to the working of His mighty power."
They are saved by grace through faith, and that not of themselves;
" it is the gift of God" (Eph. i. 19; ii. 8). To them it is given to
believe (Phil. i. 29). "The fruit of the Spirit is . . . faith"
(Gal. v. 22).
" Faith is the gift of God,
By His own Spirit wrought;
The eye that sees, the hand that takes
The blessings Christ hath bought.
"Jesus it owns as King,
And all·atoning Priest;
It claims no merit of its own,
But looks for all in Christ."

,-

This precious grace comes, then, from God Himself. A letter
written by the King of England's own hand would be regarded
as peculiarly precious by its recipient. Other letters might be
cast into the waste-paper basket, but this would be prized,
treasured up, and handed on to successive generations. How
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much more precious is the grace of faith, which originates not with
man, but has its origin in the King of kings. Those who make
much of the power and ability of human free will are apt to speak
of saving faith as a very simple matter, but if we believe that faith
is due to the mighty operation of our Omnipotent God we shall
realize how precious a grace it is.
3. Faith is precious because of the Object on Which it rests.
It comes from God and rests on Christ His dear Son. Natural
faith rests on self. It trusts in human merit and human heroism
for salvation. It leans on the merits of the creature and trusts
in the rags of our own righteousness. Such faith cannot be of
God. It is not the faith which Re imparts. The precious faith
which He allots to His people looks away from self to Christ. It
trusts in His merits. It is "faith in His blood" (Rom. iii. 25).
The need of such faith as this was preached by Paul at Ephesus.
Re testified the need of " repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts xx. 21). When the jailer cried out,
"What must I do to be saved ~" the same apostle directed his
eye towards Christ, saying, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved." That is a precious faith which appropri.
ates a precious Saviour and trusts in Ris precious blood. All who
have this precious faith are satisfied with Christ. "Re satisfieth
the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (psa.
cvii. 9). This faith rests upon the God of the Covenant. " Have
faith in God," our Lord said. The eleventh of Hebrews shows
that faith in God characterized the Old Testament saints. By
faith Abel offered an acceptable sacrifice; by faith Enoch walked
with God; by faith Noah prepared an ark to the saving of his
house; by faith Abraham obeyed, sojourned, and offered up Isaac ;
by faith Sarah received strength to bear Isaac; by faith J oseph
gave commandment concerning his bones; by faith Moses was
hid three months; by faith he esteemed "the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt"; by faith he kept the
passover; by faith Israel passed through the Red Sea, and con·
quered Jericho; through faith kingdoms were subdued, righteous·
ness was wrought, promises were obtained, the mouths of lions
stopped, the violence of fire was quenched, the weak became strong,
armies were turned to flight, and the dead were raised to life again.
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Surely that must be a precious grace which achieved such great
things. Have we, dear readers, this faith ~ Do we trust "in
the living God, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy" ~
4. Lastly, faith is precious because of the blessings which it
appropriates.
Does the sinner desire to be justified, accounted righteous before
God ~ It is by faith, faith in the righteousness of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter i. I, R.V.). "A man is justified
by faith without the deeds of the law." God is "the Justifier
of him which believeth in Jesus" (Rom. iii. 26, 28).
Does the awakened sinner want forgiveness·~ It is by faith
in Christ (Acts xxvi. 18). Does he want salvation ~ He is made
"wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
He believes to the saving of the soul (2 Tim. iii. 15; Heb. x. 39).
Who are they to whom the Lord gives power to become the sons
of God ~ " Them that believe on His Name" (John i. 12, 13).
Who are they that live holy lives ~ They who are of faith. They
stand by faith, they walk by faith, they live by faith, they overcome by faith (2 Cor. i. 24; v. 7; Gal. ii. 20; Ephes. vi. 16;
1 Peter v. 9; 1 John v. 4). Who are they who get striking
answers to prayer ~ They which are of faith (Matt. xxi. 21, 22 ;
J ames i. 6, 7). See how the Lord responded to the prayer of
faith offered by the centurion and the woman of Canaan (Matt.
viii. 10, 13; xv. 28). What need there is that the Lord's people
should pray for an increase of faith that, like Abraham, they may
stagger not at the promise of God ~ Who are they who are kept
while here ~ They which are of faith. They are "kept by the
power of God through faith" (1 Peter i. 5). Who are they who
are heirs of the kingdom which God hath promised ~ They who
are "rich in faith" (James ii. 5). Such "through faith and
patience inherit the promises" (Heb. vi. 12). Surely, then, faith
is a precious grace, and blessed are they who through infinite grace
and mercy have obtained it. It is a grace equally precious wherever
found, because it comes from God, rests npon Christ, and appropriates, grasps, and enjoys all the spiritual blessings which are in Him.
May this precious faith be increasingly ours during the New Year!

Kensington Parso'l!<J{Je,
Bath.

THE

EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Then said he unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet,
and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for
this day is holy ttnto Ottr Lord: neither be ye sorry: for the ioy
of the Lord is your strength."-NEHEMlAH viii. 10.

THE book of Nehemiah tells us of much of the Jews' sufferings and
the troublous times in which they lived; the many enemies they had
to encounter; the varied difficulties they had to combat; and the
disappointments they met with. And at this time, although Ezra
the priest and Nehemiah the governor were staying the people, gathering them together to hear the reading of the Word and the proclamation that the day was" holy unto the Lord," and as they wept at
the remembrance of former dz ys of prosperity, they were exhorted
"Neither be ye sorry," "Neither be ye grieved," "For the joy of the
Lord is YOlU'strength." They were yet under affliction. What was
'.' the joy of the Lord" 1 Wherein do His suffering saints find their
" strength" 1 Are we not reminded of Him " Who for the joy that
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God" 1 Ah! it was "the
joy set before Him," not present joy, but rather grievous suffering;
bitter endurance; calm, unswerving submission to His Father's will.
And shall not His wayworn saints be privileged to know in humble
measure what it is to follow in His steps! To be not sorry in the
present great fight of afflictions; to be not swallowed up in sorrow;
nor to be too much taken up in these many and complex trials. But
to look forward to where their glorious Forerunner is for them entered,
and" Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame."
"Be humbled, walk softly; down, down, for God's sake, my dear
and wOlthy brother, with your top·sail. Stoop, stoop, it is a low
entry to go in at heaven's gates," wrote J. Rutherford to Cardoness
Elder. That is a high and holy attainment by grace, however, and is
painful and humbling to the flesh. Self dies very slowly!
What is your trial, beloved, your present cross, your bitter portion 1
I ask you not to declare it. It is secret, for" there is a path which
no man knoweth and which the vulture's eye bath not seen." Those
around you may not intermeddle with your heart's own bitterness,
but let His doves in their distress flee to their windows, hide them in
CIu:ist their Refuge; seek grace to glorify Him in their furnace
sufferings, and others will see it if you are made strong in the Lord.
" Oh! blessed conquest," wrote the saintly Rutherford, "to lose all
things to gain Christ." And to the Lady Kenmure he addressed
himself in a time of great sorrow: "Madam, when you are come to
the other side of the water, and have set down your foot on the shore
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of glorious eternity, and look back to the water and to your wearisome
journey, and shall see in that clear glass of endless glory nearer to
the bottom of God's wisdom, you shall then be forced to say: 'If
God had done otherwise with me than He hath done, I had never
come to the enjoying of this crown of glory.' Madam, tire not,
weary not; for I dare find you, that when you get up thither,
and have cast your eyes to view the golden city and the fair and
never-withering Tree of Life that beareth twelve manner of fruits
every month, you shall then say: 'Four and twenty hours abode
in this place is wOlth three score and ten sorrows upon earth.'
Your Ladyship goeth on laughing and putting on a good countenance before the world, and yet you carry heaviness about with
you. You do well, madam, not to make them witnesses of your
grief who cannot be curers of it. Those who can take the crabbed tree
of the cross handsomely upon their backs and fasten it on cannily
shall find it such a burden as its wings are to a bird or its sails to a
ship. I thought it had been an easy thing to be a Christian, and
that to seek God had been at the next door; but, oh, the windings,
the tmnillgs, the ups and downs He hath led me through."
There is no teaching and preaching the cross for you and me, dear
reader, without carrying it. Do we not sometimes cry out in amaze
and agony of soul:" Is this, dear Lord, the thorny road
Which leads us to the mount of God?
Are these the toils '['hy people know,
While in the wilderness below?
11

'Tis even so; Thy faithful love
Doth thus Thy children's graces prove;

'Tis thus our pride and self must fall,
That Jesus may be All in All."
And so our word exhorts us "Neither be ye sorry; for the joy of
the Lord is your strength." It is in .the furnace we prove His strength.
It is when smarting under the thorn that we find that He has laid
over against it His grace sufficient. It is when through the deep
waters He calls us to go, we meet the truth of His word, "They shall
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt
not be bmned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."
In these:" I only design
Thy dross to consume, and Thy gold to refine."
But as we have said, the Jews were in oft-multiplied troubles. And
so are all His children. It takes many furnaces for some of us, ere
the dross is pmged away; many a love token in chastisement; an
oft-sent stroke from His Fatherly hand; a constant rebuke because
He loves us and will not let us go. Many bitters make up om cup of
sorrow; many disappointments from the creature; and complex,
unexpected trial which blasts all our fair designs, ruins our hopes,
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and lays ns low. What fools we are shown for our pains that built
our nest, as Rutherford says, "in this death-doomed forest," that
rests upon the creature and that thinks anything of earth is secure.
But these are the things by which we live and out of which He brings
a vessel unto honour, and He gets the glory and makes the weaned
soul content. When we can arrive by grace at that resting-place,
the absolute Sovereignty of Him Who doeth as He will with His own,when we can lie in His hand as clay in the hands of the potter,-rest
in a precious Mediator's hand, and in the hollow of our Father's hand
-then we can enter into the truth of our text, " Neither be ye SOlTY,
for the joy of the Lord is your strength." - Beloved, your desire is
this-your faith has arrived at it, though your feelings Jag behind.
But you will justify the Lord in all His dealings, and you will not rest
until you have also loved His sweet will in your trial. When you
can get a glimpse of Calvary's dear dying Lamb, and sing with the
immortal Watts, "I sacrifice them to His blood," your sorrows are
swallowed up, you have a precious exalted view of Jesus Who has
washed away your every stain in that fountain opened for sin and
lmcleanness, and you have fonnd " the joy of the Lord your strength."
Now, one "end of the Lord" in sending His people their trials is
that "fruit unto holiness" may be found, and that they may "go
their way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, and send portions unt-o
them for whom nothing is prepared; for the day is holy unto the
Lord: neither be ye sorry: for the joy of the Lord is yoU!' strength."
Oh! to love Him without faltering" though He slay." Oh! to
trust Him unquestioningly though He lay a cross upon my path
and give me many a pricking thorn to suffer in silence. Oh! to
account Him faithful, true and just, however He deal "ith His
servant in cross-hand blessing, and to lie as dust before Him while He
humbles our pride, purges our m'oss, and empties us of self, and gi,e
us nothing but Himself for all the trial and temptation! Natking,
did I say 1 But is not that all, and all my desire 1 Having Christ
I possess all things! Fellow pilgrim, be content if He put you to
silence; if you are called upon only to bear about the marks of the
Lord Jesus, and cany about His dying in yoU!' body. You ,,,ill see
a Christ enthroned in your healt. You will "eat the fat and drink
the sweet," and as He deigns to use you, you will ye~ in His gracious
condescension be permitted to send "a pOltion for whom nothing is
prepared," as spoils won and dedicated to the Lord in yoU!' spiritual
battle, and you shall know, if you follow on perseveringly, enduringly,
casting not away yoU!' confidence in a slaying God, how" the joy of
the Lord is your Strength," and He will soon be your Portion tbroughout eternity. This is entering into the apostle's desu'e "That ye
might walIr worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God: strengthened
:with all might, according to His glorious power, lmto all patience
and 10ng-suHering with joyfulness."
.
Bretjnen! whatever be your cross or trial, if, like His people of
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old you are called into bondage and suffering, estrangement, or endurring hardship for Christ's sake and the Gospel's, "keep honourable
thoughts of the Lord Jesus," as said R. Erskine, "believe He can
do for you, and wait till you find that He wiII do. Bring wind
from all cross providences to hasten you nearer to your resting-place" ;
and remember however cross your providences may seem to you, just
as in EzekieI's vision of the wheel within a wheel, think too there is
also a hand, and that a holy hand, permitting, yea, sovereignly
controlling and ordering every event of your chequered pathway;
holding the hehn and guiding your little bark; and after life's
tempestuous voyage, if not now, giving you to admire and bless all
the rough winds and cross currents: the bitter portion of your cup;
the mysterious ways He went about to perform His wonders; and
think of all the love that bore with you, bore and carried you;
supported and tended you, and kept you unto His eternal kingdom,
an.:J "hath made you meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light."
.. The soul that on Jesus hall. leaned for repose,
He will not, He will not desert to His foes:
That soul, thongh all hell should endeavour to shake,
Jebovah will never no never forsake."
I

Make the day of thy distress" holy unto the Lord." Memorialize
it by making the Lord thy habitation and resort; and see if He will
not make it memorable by His great blessing and sustaining grace.
So be ye not sorry, but prove how " the joy of the Lord is your'
strength," and you will not die, but Jive to declare the wOl'ks of the
Lord and share yOUl' pOl'tions with others. Oh! if Christ do but
own me here and own me there, and to wondering worlds display
that He with us is One, what care we for the l'eproach and shame
here 1 How light, how perishing, how crumbling to dust is the old
world and its once pleasures when we but give a thought that our
Christ is coming. Yes, coming to receive us unto Himself. It is
the longing of His heart, and He has set His people on that longing
that He will soon come, fetch us home to Himself, and we shall enter
upon that fair morning without clouds-one eternal noon-no clouds,
no setting of our sun-no dark day", nor cloudy dispensations; one
joy between Himself and His Bride. The beloved Kelly could enter
into this, singing :.. Fair the scene that lies hefore me,
Life eternal Jesus gives:
"Tbile He waves His banner o'er me,

Peace and joy my soul receives:
Sure His promise I
I shall live hecause He lives" ;
and the beloved and well-taught Doddridge could add his testimony
in gIace-taught song :...

H

Secure, when mortal comfOlots flee,

To find ten thousand worlds in Thee I "
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SERMON

PREACHED ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1912, AT ST. MARY'LE'PORT CHURCII,
BRISTOL. BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

" In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and
this is His Name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS."-JER. xxiii. 6.
" In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely:
and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our
R';ghteousness."-JER. xniii. 16.
You will be struck, dear friends, with the closeness of agreement
between these two verses of prophetical Scripture, both found in the
prophecy of Jeremiah. They are almost identical, but for that import·
ant pronoun interchanged, and we have to consider to·night, in depend·
ence on the Holy Spirit, the great importance of this difference. We
meet on-so·called-Christmas Day, commemorating the birth of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and I consider that from both of these versesso remarkable in their resemblance-we have much to learn if we
submit ourselves humbly to the teaching of the Holy Ghost. Christ
Jesus is the Head of the Church, the Saviour of the body, as you will
find Him designated in the New Testament-Eph, v, 23. He is
ordained to fulfil this Headship according to the will of His Father,
and He is bound in agreement to honour that one who was chosen
by the Father and given to Himself. So -that Jesus is the Head of
the Church, and we have nothing to do with eartWy heads of a spiritual
body, because they are earthly heads.
We feel the importance of being simple in our agreement with the
Holy Scriptures as they are written. "God is His Own Interpreter "we often sing it, and we hold by it as a matter of faith-" and He will
make it plain." Whatever the difficulty be in our own minds, He
has pledged Himself to make it plain and to guide us into the truth
of His words. We have to consider the difference of "He" in the
one verse, and "she" in the other. There is a happy, holy, and
eternal agreement between these holy ones. There is an under·
standing between these two-ChJ:ist, and His Church. "The Head
of the body, the Church." When I speak of the Church here, I do
not speak of any body or system, whatever it may be called. God's
Church is a peculiar body, an essentially spiritual body. Let us be
clear on this important head, lest we become confused. May a simple
view be given each of us, founded on the Word of truth which once
for all has been spoken by God and which He will never alter. The
Church is a people chosen by God by grace, of His Own motion and
pleasure, chosen as individuals-I speak of His elect people, chosen by
Him, loved from everlasting, and not only so, but loved to everlasting,
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loved of the Lord, and of whom He thinks deep things, wonderful
things, which He nnfolds to them as He leads them on, here a little,
there a little, as they are able to bear it. And who teacheth like
Him? who, for the truth of what He teaches His dear saints,
with such marvellous patience? Slow they are to understand and
believe, but His pity and mercy are so wonderful. He does not
suffer their slowness of heart to believe and receive the truth to hinder
His purposes. He will make His purpose plain; be patient, and He
will guide you into all truth. He is not dependent on men or churches
or systems. He it is Who speaks truth from His Own knowledge of
truth.
"This is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our
Righteousness." You see in the margin the Hebrew is, "Jehovahtsidkenu," and in the twenty-third chapter, "This is His Name
whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSRESS," also" Jehovah-tsidkenu," both places in perfect agreement"the Name whereby He" and" the name wherewith she" "shall be
{lalled, '£he LORD our Righteousness." It is a deep mystery; I have
been profoundly occupied in dwelling on it and asking the Lord's
mind upon it, and He will teach us as we are teachable and submit
-ourselves to His holy will. "She shall be called, The LORD our
Righteousness." You see "Lord" is printed in large letters, signifying ehovah. How can this be? The Lord's Name, His Own
particular property-and a gross, gross sin it is to take that Name iu
vain, that wondrous Name, that Name which is above every name,
In some mysterious. Divine way the Lord has given a share to His
"people in this Divine Name. We must not attempt to overstate
what He has done. Ask Him for guidance into this Divine truth.
There is no doubt about His Word, it abideth for ever, He has given
it to us. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall
not pass away." He has made His mind up, and we believe it through
grace. Only grace could enable us to believe such a marvellous truth
as this-that His Church should be called by His Own marvellous
Rame from age to age, from generation to generation, and God is
still keeping faithful to His word. We can understand that He should
preserve this Name in its continuity and reference to Himself-" lIe
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." Let us turn
to one or two Scriptures where we have the same truth spoken of.
Ezekiel xlviii. 35: "And the name of the city from that day shall
be, 'rhe Lord is there." That is a very blessed revelation which God
is at this time making to those of His chosen people, those called out
"nd separated by His truth to be led in the way of righteousness and
truth. How marvellous that He should designate His people by
this Name, taking His people's minds off the ideas of men-some
very clever and far-fetched. The Lord has spoken and will not depart
.from His word. Ask God for grace to keep your minds steady in
':regard to truth. These are very precious truths; it cost so much
suffering, and bleeding, and sorrow, such .piercing of hands and feet,
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such shedding of blood on the part of the Lamb of God, for these
truths. But God gave up not one iota of His truth, though it cost
Him His dear Son. "The Lord is there," in His one Church, individual
and indivisible, it lasts for ever one. How blessed is this thought to
us who have spent many years in studying the vital truths of the
Gospel. The Church, one; aud God, One-Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. And He thinks upou His one Church, and oh, how He loves
that Church, and loves it to the end. He hateth putting away, He
will not; and He will not change in His purposes at all concerning
His one Church.
Will you turn now to 1 Corinthians xii. and the 12th verse: "For
as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of
that one body, being many, are oue body: so also is Christ." How
wonderful is this! Christ is One, Head and body, One-the living
. Head with the living body. "We are members of His body, of His
flesh, and of His bones." We are. "This is a great mystery: but. I
speak concerning Christ and His Church." "For as the body is one.
and hath many members "-How sweet is this! This is His mind
concerning His diversified Church, His marvellous Church. The
Church of God is the mystery of God. The union between Christ the
Head and Redeemer of the Church and the Church, the redeemed, is
God's masterpiece of revelation. How slow we are to learn this
mystery. We go on hoping, praying, seeking, waiting, but what
slow progress do we make. May the Lord help us, and renew us,
and give us to see more of thi;! mystery-the one-ness of the body,
and the unity of the body-{)ne Christ, "so also is Christ." What
depths are there in this hidden mystery. The Lord is pleased to()
reveal it to us as we are able to bear it. Do you hunger and thirst
to know this deep mystery? One body, and" members in particular"
-the little members, least and last, are all included here; those who
have been long in the way, and those only lately called by grace but
equally in the way with tho&e walking long in it. The Lord might
if He liked transfer His saints immediately on their being called to
a knowledge of His grace, but He sees fit to keep His dear people
mostly waiting for His coming again. You have often heard me say
-because I am so deeply impressed with the truth-that He is not
far away. And all eyes shall see Him-they also which pierced Him.
He is coming, oh, by grace are we ready? Are we all ready-by grace
kept ready? The Lord well knoweth them that are His, and He is
watching over them and keeping them unto that great day. mat
a Covenant, great God is ours. Rely on Him, trust Him, expect
great things at His hand. He has bestowed them, and has them
ready to bestow. Ask great things, dear children of God, of such a
God as this, Who has such great resources, Who is such a cheerful
Giver. Honour Him, glorify Him by trusting Him. He sets before
you Christ, His mystic Christ; you notice this 12th verse of 1 Cor.
xii.-the Church is included in Christ in that verse, "For as the hody
is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one
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body, being many, are one body: so also is' Ohrist." On that truth
I desire to concentrate your minds, it is so eminent, so preCIOUS, so
costly, 80 Divine-" one body: so also is Christ."
I ask you to turn to 2 Corinthians v. 21: "For He hath made Him
to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." What a marvellous truth is this, that
"He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that [in
order that] we might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
What a marvellous translerence is this. How free the grace, how
amazing the love, that p opounds it.
Now, believing people of God in this church to-night, hear this
precious truth from the Divine lips, and believe by grace that God
has done this thing and constituted His believing people His righteousness, in Christ-there is the Depository of their righteousness-marvellous mystery !-" that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him." He and she are together the righteousness of God, because
God has righteously ordained it, and we receive it by grace as ordered
and ordained by God Himself. And Jesus, blessed Jesus! and His
believing people are united one. No shadow awaits the people of
God who are quickened by grace and kept by the Almighty power.
He will keep as the apple of His eye His Church, His Bride, the Bride
of the Lamb, His Own for ever. Such a little while down here, and
then up yonder. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye-all is
over, the Church is translated, she is in the glory, according to His
faithful word. And are you waiting for this, dear friends 1 We are
almost closing another year, and we are on the thl'eshold of another,
and the Lord may have great changes in store for us. Are we hoping
on His word, His promises 1 Oh, what it has cost Him to promise
as He has. "All the promises of God" in Christ J esus-all, that
does not leave out one, not the smallest-all faithful, all are Yea and
Amen in Christ Jesus. All will be kept, and He is cutting shOlt His
faithful work It will soon be over, dear friends; we shall not have to
wait much longer. "In a moment," He says-one of God's momentsand He cuts short His work in righteousness. When the time comes,
all will be fulfilled. "Heaven and earth shall pass away "-shall,
not may-" but My words shall not pass away." Oh, lean, lean hard
on His blessed, faithful, Covenant Word. Not one promise will
miscarry-none. Expect much. Look up; as I have often said
regarding that, He is looking doum. Be quite sure of t.hat, that He is
looking down, and as you look up you meet His eye, you look Him
in the face. Oh, such a Face! Such love, such tenderness, such
compassion, such long-suffering-yolt can not gaze on it too much.
Let. each day witness that you do watch that blessed Face, that you
can not keep your eyes off that blessed Face. You ask Him with
regard to your holding on to the end. We have great fears regarding
the end of the matter, whether we shall endure to the end. We may
be quite sure that if the Lord have given you and me the promise,
it will come to pass, that the Lord will Lkeep His word and see us
2
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through. May the Lord' prepare us by His Almighty grace for that
ordeal, that He will keep us in that ordeal, in that vital hour. We
shall be kept by tjJ.e keeping, changeless One Who loveth yesterday,
to-day, and for ever the same; Who loveth His dear people as He
only can. Oh, then, wait on this hope. Look up, trust Him to be
looking down. He will keep His word faithfully. " He cannot deny
Himself." This may be your last, it may be my last word-well, rest
on it. Be ready, and watchful, and waiting, and hoping, as only
believers can. May the Lord give us grace and keep us mindful of
His promises in His blessed Word, that we may be found in our place
'when the Lord comes and takes us away. "I shall be satisfied, when
I awake, with Thy likeness." I have been looking at that text. It
is well we should think of it, and live on it, and well, if grace should
enable us, to die upon it. The Lord is near, He is coming. "He is
faithful That promised "-that is enough. Jesus is on the throne,
Jesus of the tender heart and the equally tender hand stretched out
to each believer in the congregation to-night. How sweet is the
thought of one touch of His hand-the hand of the Lord Jesus.
What can compare with such blessing as that 1 May the Lord make
you happy .and joyful because of His salvation which this day implies.
The Lord has gotten to Himself the victory and taken His seat on
the right hand of the Majesty on High-and is just waiting. At any
moment the sound may go forth, " Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ;
go ye out to meet Him."
May the Lord keep us by His grace for that Day, for Christ's sake,
and to Him be all the glory for our so great salvation, now and for
evermore. Amen.
•

ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, BY THE REV. R. J. NoYEs, B.D., RECTOR.

" For God so loved the world, .that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, bu.t have everlasting
lite."-JoHN iii. 16.
IN the few words of my text we have an epitome of a great part of
the teaching of the New Testament, as well as a simple a.nd full
declaration of the Gospel of the grace of God. Let us look at it a
little more closely.
1. We see the Lord Jesus Christ declared to be " the only begotten
Son of God" (see v. 18). He is God's "only begotten Son "-" His
own Son" (Rom. viii. 32), His" deal' Son "-" the Son of His love"
(Col. i. 13). In verses 13 and 14, we find the Lord Jesus speaking of
Himself as "The Son of Man "-He is both God and Man in one
Person. Oh what a Saviour we have!
2. We learn the perishing condition of mankind by nature. "God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that "hoso-
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ever believeth in Him should not pais"" Unbelievers are per-is"ing
sinners (see also v. 15). "The wages of sin is death."
3. We have a declaration of the love of God. "God so loved t.he
world." The word" so" here does not mean" so much,"" so wonder·
fully," as you may be apt to think. 'I.'he Greek word means" In this
way "-" In this way God loved the world t"at He gave," etc. TIllS
is more clearly seen in the quotation of the text in the Communion
Service-" So God loved the world," etc.
The proof of God's love was His gift of Christ to die the shameful
death of the cross to redeem His people. God's love is IN CHRIST.
"God is love," writes the Apostle John in his first epistle, but he proceeds to point out how that love is evidenced. "In this was manifested
the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten
Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to
be the propitiation for our sins."
Note the word "For" with which the text begins. It sends us
back to verses 14 and 15. "As ilioses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted np: that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." " For, in
this way, God loved the world, that He gave His ouly begotten Son."
" God commendeth His love towards us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ. died for us" (Rom. v. 8).
4. Notice God's love to "the world." No longer Jews only, but
" tILe world," in order that the freeness ofthe Gospel might be proclaimed,
viz., "That whosoever belicveth in Him should not perish" (tT.
15 and 16).
5. Let us observe the place of fait" in the ecom my of salvation_
"That whosoever believet"." The emphatic word in my text is, I
think, "believeth." No doubt "whosoever" is emphatic, but not
more emphatic than "believeth." There is no salvation without
faith. Look at verse 18: "He that believeth on Him is not con·demned; but He that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." Why
is this 1 Because the unbeliever has rejected God's testimony to
{jhlist. "If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater: for this is the witness of God which He hath testified of His
1)on. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself :
he that believeth not God hath made Him a liar; because he believeth
not the record that God gave of His Son." And, without faith, there
is no vital union between the sinner and the Saviour. Not only has
something been done for the redeemed sinner, but something is also
wrought -in him. "By grace have ye been saved through faith, and
-that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8).
6. Finally, in the text as a whole, we have the Gospel-the glad
tidings-" the Gospel of the grace of God." What a wonderful proclamation it is! How full and free! Note the context (vv. 14-17).
.Even as the perishing Israelites, bitten by the fiery serpents, were, by
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the grace and power of God, healed, and so LIVED, when they believed
His Word, and looked at the brazen serpent, set by His command
npon a pole; so, perishing sinners, with contrite hearts, believing
God's Word, and looking unto Christ as their Savioill', are healed, and
saved, and live eternally, throngh the grace and power of God, wh()
hath provided that Saviour, Who "redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is everyone
that hangeth on a tree."
Yet how widely is the message of the Gospel rejected! How often
the glad tidings fall upon deaf and indifferent ears! How is this?
We have the inspired answer in the context (v. 19); "And this is the
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil." Love of sin
and carnal pride lead to the rejection of the Gospel of grace. Fallen,
unrenewed man, will not take his place as a guilty ruined sinner, needing an Almighty Saviour, and a salvation which is all of grace. "Ye
will not [ye are not willing]," said the Lord Jesus, "to come unto Me
that ye might have life."
But some have. " ears to hear" the Gospel. They respond, belie,e,
and are saved. This is the work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts_
It is He who has quickened their souls, convicted them of sin, and led
them to the Saviour of sinners.
This may not be recognized at first. But sooner or later, it will be
more or less clearly discerned from the teaching of Holy Scripture, and
from heart experience, that all is of grace-the grace of J ehovah
Three-in-One-and the words of the Lord Jesus will be acknowledged
as truth: "No man can come unto Me, except it were given unto him
of lily Father" (John vi. 65).
WELLS OF SALVATION.
" Therefore with

10'1)

shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation."
ISAIAH xii. 3.

THE joy spoken of in this Scripture is not carnal joy, but the joy of "
spiritually-minded person, and so a great contrast to it. The joy of
a earnally-minded person is as the crackling of thorns under a pot, "
bright blaze, soon over, and then nothing but ashes. To-day we ha,e
hoardings in Oill' streets an.nouncing great laughter to be had in theil"
houses of mirth, forgetful of Christ's solemn word, "Woe nnto you
that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep; but blessed are ye
that weep now; for ye shall laugh."
H

Oh, Lord, may I a mourner be

Over my sius and after Thee;
And when my mourning da.ys are o'er,
Enjoy Thy cOlnforts evermore."

Nor is the joy of the text the joy of the stony-ground hearer of the
word, who heareth the word, and anon with joy rccciveth it, but having
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no root in himself is by-and-by offended because of tribulation and
pel·secution. Let him but preserve a sound skin, and others may
have all that kind of joy to themselves. Nor is it the joy of the
hypocrite, which for its duration is placed alongside the triumphing of
the wicked. That is short; the other, but for a moment. Oh! what
a contmst to the brevity of these carnal hypocritical joys is this
joy of which the same blessed prophet Isaiah speaks in another place
in these words; "For your shame ye shall have double; and for
confusion they shall rejoice in their portion; therefore in their land
they shall possess the double; Everlasting joy shall be unto them."
As this joy then is spiritual, in contrast to all joy that is natural,
carnal, and sensual, so it is both Spirit-given and Spirit-maintained.
For the first it cannot be come at by any willing and running of a
natural man, but springs from a source far ahove all the powers and
abilities of man, as he is guilty, ruined, and helpless, in consequence of
that one man Adam's transgression and breach of the covenant of
works. That covenant cannot now save those that are involved in
the breach of it. And so, those that are saved, are saved by virtue
of a saving, personal interest in the Covenant of grace. It is a Spiritgiven and Spirit-maintained joy, as the rain cometh down from heaven,
Ol~as Micah-as a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass,
that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. This the
Church in the Song proved for herself when she testifies to an experience
of the freeness of Christ's love-visits; "I sought Him, but I found
Hinl not. It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found
Him Whom my soul loveth." Here is both sovereignty, freeness,
and efficacy.
But what are these wells of salvation 1 What do we understand
by the metaphor 1 The answer is, they are the ordinances of Divine
appointment, of God's house. Especially the ordinance of tbe preached
Gospel, pre-eminent among them for the reason given-" For after that
in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." So
Christ Himself, before He ascended to the right hand of the Majesty
in the heavens, gave forth the word-" All power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel
to every creature." As the rams' horns brought down the walls of
.Jericho, so the sounding of the great trumpet of the everlasting Gospel
in the latter day should bring down the lofty looks of men, and the
haughtiness of men, and the Lord alone shall be exalted. See at the
time of the glorious and blessed Reformation from Popery, how God
£aised up in the persons of our blessed Reformers, blessed Luther,
blessed Calvin, blessed Knox, and blessed Cranmer and his brethren,
rams'-horn trumpeters on the walls of His own Zion, whose testimony
He owned to throw down the walls of the cursed Papacy, and Jehovah's
<lurse is this day on the men in our midst who are seeking again to
build it up. Let them beware, for His omniscient eye is marking their
every movement, their plots and their plans. What do these seek,
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but to put down the everlasting Gospel, the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God, and substitute for it the idolatries, blasphemies, and
superstitions of Popery 1
Tlus ordinance of the preached Word is, moreover, the highest
branch of God's worship on earth, for it is nowhere said" Do this in
rememIJrance of Ale, and live"; no, but" Hear, and your soul shall
live"; for" Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God." We know the aim of om modern Romanizers in saying Holy
Communion' is the highest act of worship, even to bring in once more
the damnable lie of the Romish Mass. Where the Word is fullv
preached there is a testimony given to the love of a Triune J ehovab
in salvation's plan-the love of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, P.
declaringII

That Father, Son, and Holy GbostTo save our souls are all concerned,"

And in the declared acts and love of this God there is discovered and
felt and realized by the regenerated Church of God some of these "ells
of salvation. So we say, What a well or fount of everlasting salvation
is the love of God the Father in His act of choosing the Chmch out of
the vast mass of ruined mankind, even choosing her in Christ before
time-before He created the highest part of the dust of the eart,h.
and giving her to Christ, His dear Son. As William GadsbyH

He chose a people for His praise,

And gave them to His Son."
Oh! what a well of salvation is that-" According as He haUl
chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before Him." Jehovah the Father's act
of eternal election is found to be a well of pme and living wat,er and
an everlasting springing forth thereof in the truth of it, in the Spiritgiven discovery and view of it as being not founded in all.' foreknowledge of merit in thl) persons loved or chosen, or chosen and
lovcd, certainly founded in His foreknowledge of them as sinners of lost
mankind; but all else in respect of them and their salvation founded
in and flowing from His free love of them and sovereign love of them
in Christ. Surely this is one of these wells that will spring up tc them
to all eternity.
"Electing goodness, firm and free.
My whole salvation hangs on Thee,
Eldest alld fairest daught-er of Eternity."-Toplady.
The eternal love of God the Son is also a well of salvation: "Thine
they were, and Thou gavest them Me," i.e., to redeem and save, to
sanctify and bless. So He assumed their nature and became the
visible J ehovah, God manifest in the flesh. So He became to all His
elect people the Brother born for all the adversity that came upon
each and all of them by the door of the Fall. One to come in for them
where Adam their first father went out and departed from God by
his disobedience. "For as by one man's disobedie.nce many were·
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made sinners, so, by the obedience of One shall many be made
righteous." That was tbe enduring thought of God in eternity past;
and when He laid their help, as fallen, on One tbat is mighty, His
word to Him in vision was: "Thy people also shall be all righteous:
they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the
work of my hands, that I may be glorified." His obedience unto
which they are predestinated, and the shedding of His blood, by which
" double" their persons are accepted, and their sins atoned for and
put away, is found to be in Him two of these wells of salvation that
shall never run dry or be stopped up to His redeemed ones to all
eternity. And no less to these is His intercession within the veil, a
well of salvation in every rudiment and element, in every part and
branch thereof, as well to secure to them" Safety on earth, and after death
The plentitude of heaven."
He Who in Abraham's day said unto him, "Fear not, Abraham, I
am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward," is to-day as constant
in His faithful love to Abraham's spiritual seed in his later words to
these: "Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom."
In all He undertook, in all He did and suffered, in all He now is, in
His promise to hear, to help, to deliver, and save His poor and needy
people, He is a well of salvation. "If any man thi.J:st " (says Jesus),
"let him come unto Me and drink; he that believeth on Me, as the'
Scripture hath said, Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."
"Oh. Christ. He is t1Je fountain, the deep sweet well of love,
The streams on earth I've tasted, I'll drink more full above."
The Holy Ghost, in all He is pledged to do and accomplish in and on
behalf of the whole election of sovereign grace, is One of the Three-inOne, and is to them a great well of salvation. It was of the Spirit
Christ spake to them in the last day, that great day of the feast. Of
the same Spi.J:it He spake to the sinful woman at Samaria's well. She
said to Christ, "The well is deep, and Thou hast nothing to draw
with." The first is true, and will remain a truth to all eternity, but
her other· saying, "Thou hast nothing to draw with," was not true,
for He drew her there and then, with cords of a man, with bands of
love. Yea, He drew her, and she ran after Him, even to proclaim to
her fellow sinners that He was a Man that told her all that ever she
did, which was a blessed preparation to open up to her also all that
He was to effect by His Spirit in quickening, delivering, leading, and
teaching, and sealing all them that are His. In all which wells of
salvation are found and drawn from.
Let us not overlook the very first word of the text, "Therefore,"
for in it, as referring to what precedes, is found tbe character that does
this thing. You will see, as in verse 1, that he is one who has had
experience in his soul of that fiery law Moses speaks of, viz., "From
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His right hand went a fiery law for them," and in verse 2 there was
given unto them a Spirit-given discovery of Christ in His finished
salvation and justifying righteousness.
These, then, and only such, can and do draw water from the wells
of salvation. The holy law of God which discovers sin, which reveals
God in His holiness as angry with the wicked every day, came to them,
as it came to Paul-" I was alive," said Paul, " without the law once,"
i.e., in his nature-state, "but the commandment came, sin revived, and
I died." This same work of God: less or more in the powerful operation of it, must be experienced ere there is or can be a spiritual capacity
of drawing water from the wells of God's salvation. Hence, says the
Psalmist, "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, 0 Lord, and
teachest him out of Thy law, that Thou mayest give him rest from the
days of adversity until the pit be digged for the wicked." He gets
a present blessed rest in Christ as He is made unto him Wisdom,
Righteousness, Sanctification, and Redemption; as He is unto him
both Prophet, Priest, and King; in all which, and from all which,
wells of salvation are found, seen, experienced, and realized.
But besides the discovery of these things in the great ordinance of
the preached word, which is doctrine, His doctrine which is to drop
upon them as the rain, and to distil on them as the dew, there are
wells of salvation in fellowship, in breaking of bread, and of prayers;
as we read of the early Church, finding in these, wells of salvation.
Fellowship is found to be a well of spiritual comfort. For myself, I
found it so no later than the week that is past and gone, when returning from our dear friend and brother beloved Mr. Oldfield's burial,
with two dear brethren in Christ. We found together in our railway
journey sweet and hearty communion and fellowship in the things of
God. In brea1.-ing of bread, i.e., at the table of the Lord, which Himself instituted as a memorial of remembrance, and which the false
church has perverted into an unbloody sacrifice, to give the lie to
Christ's one offering once fer all offered, and they continue to blaspheme
His Name and salvation. Now that is an ordinance which has been
again and again found to be a well of salvation, for the presence of
Christ realized thereat, and a sacred bond of fellowship and feunion
felt among the brethren.
"And of prayers." To meet together in His Name, to call upon
Him in prayer and supplication, has indeed been found and proved
by many of His dear living family to be a well such as the valley
of Baca affords, where the rain of heaven filleth the pools, giving
them to know and acknowledge that it is good to draw near unto
God, and not a vain thing to wait upon Him.
To sing with the Spirit and with the understanding, also to pray in
the Spirit and with the understanding also, is found to be a drawing
water out of the wells of salvation.
He that withholdeth corn, the people will curse him; so did not
Mr. Romaine's father, who was a chief citizen of Hartlepool, and sold
his corn at a pinch when many withheld it to obtain a higher price.
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But see how God honoured him in his house and family, leading them
to springs of water, and to open by his preaching and writings even
wells of salvation.
Abraham, lsaac, and J acob had much to do with wells to water
their flocks, and sometimes the envy and malice of their enemies, tbe
Philistines, showed itself in stopping up these wells of pure water
with earth, which, viewed spiritually, is a thing done by the enemies
and adversaries of the Gospel at this very day; as we see men who
are eartbly, sensual, and devilish bringing in doctrines of men,
traditions of earthly-minded men, to choke up God's doctrine of grace
in the pure preaching of it. An unconverted man in the ministry will
do this, choke up this well, as surely and certainly as a popish priest.
How sweet to read of Jacob rolling away the stone, watering the
flock, kissing Rachel, and lifting up his voice and weeping! So Ch"ist
takes away the stoney heart, gives His people living water, "kisses
them with the kisses of His mouth," and shows them such bowels of
mercy as makes them also, with dear Stocker, "weep to the praise of
the mercy they've found."
This word" draw" must not be overlooked, for I apprehend the
key to it is found in J ames, where he speaks of hearing with meekness the ingrafted word which is able to save their souls. This theyto use another metaphor of the same inspired prophet-do as did
Lydia and Samaria, when Philip preached Christ to them. "That
ye may suck and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations, that
ye may milk out and be delighted with the abundance of her glory."
How different this, to a man stiff and haughty, and in the flesh,
hating and scorning these things, and ready to make a man an offender
for a word that preaches them. "Behold, his soul which is lifted up
is not upright in him, but the just shall live by his faith."
BirkenhPM.
G. A .
"I WILL PASS OVER."
" He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His winqs shalt thou
trust. "-PSALM xci. 4.
ONCE more another year is opening before us. And opening again
under the terrible cloud of war and national sorrow and national
unresL We need seemingly more than ever to build each other up
in our most holy faith, to strengthen each other's hands in God, to
pray in the Spirit, and to urge each other on to patient waiting and
yet expectant longing for the coming of the King of kings. Patience
and longing-paradoxical and yet possible. "So mnch the more as
(we) see the day approaching" and as "the beginning of sorrows"
touches us more closely, does the Church of God long with an increasing
and intense ardour to see the return of the Lord. And yet that very
expectation encourages us to patient waiting. What of the tumult
and turmoil around us 1 "The Lord reigneth " and has His set time
for culminating all these woes, and has His appointed way of bringing
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in His Advent. "With patienr,e wait." Yes! well we may. For
be His chariot long in coming, or be it now close at hand, the beJiever
is safe. Safe in this present furnace of affliction, and safe for the
reserved inheritance ready to be reveaJed. Why safe 1 Because of
the all-atoning bJood. And because the HoJy Spirit has appJied
that precious blood to the individual heart of every chiJd of God.
When the Angel of Death was appointed to pass over the Jand of
Egypt, the Israelites were safe by reason of the sprinkJed blood.
"When I see tbe blood, I will pass over you." So it is to·day! The
souJ that trusts in that, blood is forgiven and sheJtered, and not slain.
When" the Lord will pass through to smite," He will also" pass
over" to deliver (Exod. xii. 13, 23). He is sureJy doing both at tbe
present time. ,Ye merit as a nation, and we are under now, His
smiting hand. But are we not also wonderfully experiencing His
deJivering hand 1 As yet our land has been marvellously kept and
protected. Perchance our God has so dealt with us at present for
the sake of the godly few. He has watched over England most
mercifully. There has truJy been awful bloodshed and sorrow, still
His hand seems held over us in defence of His peopJe and in defiance
of their enemies. He has shown Himself the reigning Sovereign,
and He will not be dethroned or deposed. He will not be defrauded
of His rights, and He will 1l0t be deprived of His honour. Neither
will He be defamed by man for ever. Man has defied God most
infamously in this war, and has dared to defame Him by using the
most impious and bJasphemous language about Him. Revelation
xvi. 21, remembering verse 17, seems to well-nigh describe this very
war. If we are now, as many believe, in the" sevens" of Revelation,
has this verse no voice of warning for to-day 1 SnreJy it has.
Yet during this war, and hecause of it, the Lord has called His 0=
people-not the nation, aJas i-to plead earnestly with Him for bJessing
alld deliverance. But He may further visit the 113tion ,,;th bitter
judgment. We may yet have to cry more meaningly, "Thou hast
showed Thy people hard things," "Thy Hand (is) heavy upon (us)."
For our national sins are vaSt and many. And in our dire calamity
we have not humhled ourseJves in prayer. 'We have not thrown
ourseJves on the Lord, and cast ourselves at His feet in humility and
repentance as we ought to have done. A' a whole, England to-day
is trusting in an arm of flesh-her own power, her Army and Navy,
her ammunition and warships. She is foolishly placing a false hope
in these things. Her hope is not, ES it ought to be, in the Arm of
the living God. How much and how often has the godless muJtitude,
the masses, cried mightily to the Almighty God for deliverance 1
Very, very little, and therein Jies a fearfuJ mistake, and the nation
manifest,s her sinful seH-trust. We cannot be blest and spared for
our national godJiness and righteousness, for we are terribJy un·godly
and un-righteous. Look at the neglected Word of God, our shockingly
desecrated Sabbaths, our empty places of worship, our greed of gain,
our selfish pJeasure-seeking, our modern eviJ pJaces of amusement-
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all these bespeak no national righteousness, verily! But the children
of God may be spared the chastisement that these things merit, by
being called up a,ny moment to meet the Lord in the air. Surely
Luke xxi, 25-28 is happening around us now. Well may we "look
up " and take c{)nrage, because we look for His coming from Heaven.
Notice verse 28 and verses 34·-36, These are vastly important words
to the Church of God at this time. Ccrtain it is, too, that whenever
He comes and however long He delays His coming-and He has
waited hundreds of years aheady-millions will not be prepared,
and very few will be watching and glad. We who are of the day
must not be slow to speak and to warn the unbelievers, May
our hearts burn with desire for the conversion of souls. Let us lift
up our prayer for the remnant that are yet uncalled, that they may
speedily be brought in, and may the Lord enable us by His Spirit
to do our utmost to proclaim salvation wherever and whenever we
have the opportunity. And we must strive in wishes, words, and
ways to show to all that the expectation of the coming of the Lord
is a constraining, vital hope to us,
Meanwhile we have the precious assurance, "He shall cover thee
with His feathers, and Imder His wings shalt thou tfllst." There is
also a very comforting word in Isaiah xxxi. :) to place beside this and
the one quoted from Exodus. "As birds flying, so will the Lord of '
hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also He will deliver, and passing
over He will preserve." The original of this and Psalm xci. 4 implies
hovering or fluttering over. That is, incessant watching to protect
and defend. Now, putting them together, we have the passing through
to destroy (Exod. xii, 23); the pas,~ing ovel' to deliver (v, 13); the covering
up to protect (Psa. xci, 4); the fluttering above to watch (Isa. xxxi.
5). We sometimes see one of our airships hovering over London to
watch and protect us, and with a view to detect and destroy Zeppelins.
These verses gain a stl'ong light in the light of that sight! The Lord
" will pass over" thee, oh, blood-bought child of God! His wmth,'
His stroke has wounded His sinless Son, and by His stripes thou art
healed. Thou- alt freed, accounted righteous because Jehovah the
Father sees the blood of Jesus the Son hiding thy sins from His view.
The blood, borne of love, stands between! His love bought thy
ransom, He will "cover" thee to protect thee, He will hover over
thee to watch thee. He will not permit the great spiritual enemy
to devour or destroy thee; He Himself will defend and deliver thee.
Whatever the present distresses that depress thee, whatever the
rmknown sorrows of the opening year, whatever its con.llicts and
changes, "He will never suffer the righteous to be moved." "He
wiII keep the feet of His saints," and" the clouds are the dust of His
feet." Let us remember that His returning" feet" may soon emerge
from these Ileavy "clouds," and He may return to call us up, ere
the return of another year. "The night is far spent, the day is at
hand."

Clapton, N.E.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER
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"ALWAY BY THEE."
PSALM lxxiii. 22 (Prayer Book Version).

\

THE passing year, 1916, is nearly ended; we shall soon be
"Standing on the threshold
Of the new-born year,"

and at these seasons we usually survey our position and prospects.
There is a precious passage in Psalm lxxiii. which just now is particularly cheering in these days of strain and sorrow and anxiety and
loneliness. May we, by the grace of the Holy Spil:it, blessedly realize
the tender fulness of the words during 1917, and indeed all the days
of our life. The passage is, "Nevertheless I am continually with
Thee." This, dear fellow-believer, is our privilege, continually with
Him, or, as the Prayer Book version expresses it in similar, simpler
language, "alway by Thee."
It is very sweet to couple this with His own words, " Lo, I am with
you alway." Thus He responds to the satisfied, happy delight of His
loving people. "Alway by thee," we say; "With you alway," He
replies.
What a comfort to the sin-sick soul that word "nevertheless" is !
" Nevertheless I am continuallY with thee." The Psalmist had been
looking round and calling to mind how prosperous the wicked were.
He even went so far as to say, "Verily I have cleansed my heart ill
vain, and washed my hands in innocency." He was" envious at the
foolish when he saw the prosperity of the wicked." They were" not
in trouble as other men." The Prayer Book phrase is, "They come
in no misfortune like other folk." He continues: "Neither are they
plagued like other men," and further on he says, "All the day long
have 1 been plagued." Yes, he was plagued within and withoutwithin by sin, and without by many foes. Continuing his survey, he
says, " Until I went into the sanctuary of God, then understood I their
end," or to quote again from Cranmer's translation in the Prayer Book,
"Until I went into the sanctuary and considered their latter end." Ah,
he had hitherto been viewing matters from the outside, from a worldlY
standpoint, and it had perplexed him; but now, in the sanctuary of
God, he saw how they had been set in slippery places, cast down into
destmction, brought into desolation as in a moment. "Oh, how suddenly do they consume, perish, and come to a fearful end" (P.B.V.),
or, as the R.V., "How are they become a desolation in a moment.
They are utterly consumed with terrors."
Dear reader, do not we thus see the difficulties of many things that
sre very bewildering just now 1 We cannot understand, and feel
utterly cast down, discouraged, dismayed. But-wait-wait until you
enter the sanctuary and see the end. Then with David will your
heart be grieved. He was grieved because of his hasty judgment,
his rash words. He perceived his own folly, and calls himself brutish:

•

,

The Gospel

,

Magaz~ne

29

" I was as a beast before Thee," he exclaims. A beast looks only at
the present. So long as it is in comfort it is satisfied, it looks not to
the future. Then David, with an upward glance, cries, "Nevertheless,"
"although I have thus shortsightedly and hastily judged, my God
hath not cast me off. I am alway by Him, I am continually with
Thee. Thou hast holden me by Thy right hand. Thou hast not set
me in slippery places. Thou hast not left me." Have you ever
noticed how past, present, and future are all blended in these beautiful
verses: "Thou hast holden me," "I am continually with thee, " Thou
shalt guide me with Thy council." Still fu,'ther he penetrates, " and
afterward receive me to glory."
May the Holy SpiJ:it bring these cheering assurances home to our
hearts more and more deeply. May they abide with us! For if we
constantly remember and rest in His continual presence, how peaceftll
and happy we shall he !
" Happy, still iu God confiding,
Fruitful, if in Christ abiding;
Holy, throtlgh the Spirit's gtliding:
All must be well."
This continual realization of His Presence adds to zeal and fruitfulness.
Resting in Him means" leisure from one's self to soothe and sympathize." It also adds to activity in His cause.
"Continually with Thee," "Alway by Thee." What a sweet
thought for the bereaved ones! Wc think, too, of our Saviour's words
in His memol'able prayer to His Father, "Father, I will that they also
whom Thou hast given 1\'[e be with Me whe"e I am, that they may behold My glory." Thus the loved ones at Home are" with Him "; His
loved on earth are "continually with Him." His last words before
He ascended into heaven were, "Lo I am with Y0lt alway," "all the
days," as in R.V. So we are always linked with Him and with them.
During the new year on which we enter, may we abide in His love
and live in the constant enjoyment of His presence and love-the
sunshine of His favour, Sometimes, in the midst of the heaviest
SOITOWS, both in otlISelves and all around-sorrows that seem too
heavy to be borne-yet looking up and whispering" continually with
Thee," our .hearts are lightened, for His countenance is life and His
presence IS JOY.
It may be that before 1917 shall close we shall be called Home, or
we may be caught up to meet Him in the air, together with them, and
so shall we eller be with the Lord-seeing His Face, rejoicing in His
presence. For" in His presence is 'ltZness of joy."
Dear reader, it is an indissoluble union, this hidden life in Christ, this
ever-living presence. If mists of earth and tear-dimmed eyes hide
Him from us for a time, yet He is with us just the same, "yesterday
and, to-day and for ever." "I am with you alway." I would seek
to press more and more the preciousness of the personality of Christ.
It is not "religion," as some express it, not a system, but a living,
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loving Person. Is it righteousness we seek ~ "Christ is made untc
us righteousness." Is it life ~ " This is life eternal, that they might
know Thee [not know 0/ thee, but know Thee] . . . and Jesus Christ."
" Your life is hid with Christ in God." Is it love we seek! "The
love of Ohrist passeth knowledge." Ts it wi~dom ~ " Christ is made
unto us wisdom." Is it light ~ "Christ shall give thee light,"-yea,
He said Himself, "I am the Light of the world." Is it joy! He
said, "I \\~ll see you again, and your hea11; shall rejoice." Is it glory!
" Christ in you the hope of glory." May the Holy Spirit lead yon
into the blessed discovery that Christ is all and in all! And may He
be all your salvation and all your desire, obtaining" the salyation
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory." Then mll you know the
real joy and meaning of being" continually with Him," "alway by
· "
H lm.
During the terrible war that is raging there have been so many instances of the Lord's personal intervention aud interest and preservation, that His cllildren are encouraged thereby more and more to put
their trust under the shadow of His wings, and to know that He is in
very deed the Watchman Who never slumhers or sleeps, the Almighty
Defender Who exercises His power, the everlasting Father Who
manifests His love. Fain would His people display His banner and
cry to the world, "Victory is of the Lord, and of Him alone." It is not
through any man's slcill or wisdom, but of God. Recently, at a Bible
reading, when singing the hymn, "More holiness give me," with its
many petitions for more of many graces, I was much impressed with
the line, "More pride in Thy glory."
Oh! how iq it that we don't" tell it out"! How is it that when a
great deliverance is vouchsafed, we don't exult in it because it is His
own work, His victory, His glory ~ " Whoso offereth praise glorifieth
Me." Dear reader, may we have" more pride in His glory," and in
all these difficulties and darknesses and dangers look to Him only,
knowing that the darker and hea\~er and blacker the cloud, the more
His glory shines in delivering power. "Through God we shall do
valiantly, for He it is that shall tread down our enemies."
" Alway by Thee," no separation; yes, and no separation from His
love. There is such a thing as being constantly with people that have
no love. Not so mth Him. His love is constant as His presence.
Death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present,. things to
come, height, depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Ohr';st Jesus our Lord. "Continue
ye in My love." Earth is so ephemeral and unsatisfying. The Divine
is eternal and full satisfaction. No pause in His love or break in His
presence.
"I am continually with Thee." May each dear reader have a
truly happy New Year, rejoicing all the days, till in the glory we shall
be with Him where He is, seeing Him and like Him. Our constant
.and happy song, "I am continually with Thee, I am alway by Thee,"
will be eternal.
NE'ITIE.
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ABOUNDING CONSOLATION.
" And the Lord, He it is that doth go before thee; He will be with thee,
He Will not fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear not, neither be dis. mayed"D
. - EUT. XXXI.'8 .

'THIS is a glorious cluster of rich ripe" grapes from Eschol," suitable
for the present distressful times, if the Lord the Spirit enable readers
.and writer to enjoy the sweetness thereof, as Faith partakes of the
gracious fruit of His lips. We have here; First, a peculiar privilegethe assurance of His leading; "And the Lord, He it is that doth go
before thee." Secondly, there are tlu:ee precious promises-" He will
be with thee, He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee." Thirdly,
two powerful precepts-" Fear not, neither be dismayed."
1. The Peculiar Privilege. It is a Gospel truth that Jehovah goes
before His people. The Father in His Covenant love, choosing and
~ppointing the way. The Son in His Covenant grace travelling that
path in the days of His flesh as their Fore-runner (Heb. vi. 20). The
Holy Spirit in His mighty power actually leading them on step by
step, until they arrive at their heavenly Home. Mark! it is presenttense leading-" He doth go before thee," seen or unseen. How much
we need the comfOlting assurance that the Lord is leading us now!
Indeed,
H

The way we walk cannot be wrong,
If J eSUB be but there."

His Presence is the proof that the past was right, and the assurance
that the future will be. Covenant certainties are most strengthening
to faith. He leads His flock by going before them. His sheep and
lambs do desire to "set the Lord alway before them," and not to go
before Him in anything. Thus they follow Him, as He goes before
in preventing mercy, preserving them from wrong paths, from false
guides, and from creature dependence. No evil can happen to them
(Psa. xci. 10), because He goes before to turn every curse into a blessing (Deut. xxiii. 5), to make darkness light, and crooked places straight
(Isa. xlv. 2). In His everlasting kindness and faithful love the dear
Shepherd goes before us to protect from foes and fears; to prepare the
}lath for us, and us for the path; and to provide all things needful.
Every untrodden step is known to, and ordered by, our God. For our
encouragement we now consider ;2. The Precious Promises. There are three; First, the promise of
Ris Presence-" I will be with thee"; second, the promise of His allsufliciency-" I will not fail thee"; and thirdly, the promise of His
faithfulness-" neither forsake thee." While we think on these things,
way faith be in exercise that we may each be enabled to say;" My , ifs and 'buts I lay aside,
And now in 'shalls ' and ' wills' confide."
I

I

(i.) The Promise ef His Presence. The Lord is always with His
people, for" He hath said; I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"
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(Heb. xiii. 5). Sometimes He manifests His presence by conspicuous
interpositions of His hand in grace and providence; giving, taking
away, and withholding. All gracious experience consists in the Lord's
dealings, which are the results of His Presence. When His people
can trace His hand, they truly desire humbly to fall under it, and
thankfully to submit to His sacred will, however contrary to the flesh.
The Lord is with them also by His indwelling Spirit, convincing,
leading, teaching, comforting. "If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9); "As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Rom. viii. 14).
Very varied, real, and mysterious are the operations of the Holy
Spirit in the renewed soul, maintaining spiritual life, sanctifying outward dispensations, and continually communicating, from the Saviour's
fulness, grace sufficient and strength proportioned.
Again, the Lord is with them in His Word, abiding, instructing,
directing, and consoling every day. He is with them in the valleys,
the low places of humiliation and darkness; He comes to them in the
furnace (Dan. iii. 25); and nothing can hinder or keep Him from His
beloved, when tempest-tossed in the midst of the sea, without a helper
near (Matt. xiv. 25). He is with them to support and deliver as they
journey on through this weary wilderness, according to His own sweet
word: "In all their aflliction He was afllicted, and the angel of His
presence saved them" (Isa. lxiii. 9). Next, there is :ii. The promise of His all-sufficiency: "He will not fail thee" How
blessed is the fulfilment of this promise in the daily experience of the
saints! He never fails to renew them when they fail, to restore when
wandering, to lift up all those that be bowed down (Psa. cxlv. 14). The
Lord never fails to bestow His love-gifts continually, whereby the
graces of the Spirit are maintained in exercise; and faith and hope
and love survive every trial and every temptation. Then, His
Providence never fails. He does all things well (Mark vii. 37). Bread
is given, water is sure (Isa. xxxiii. 16). His promise is wondrously
fulfilled: "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and a.ll t~ese things shall be added unto you" (Matt. ,i. 33). The last
proIlllse IS : iii. The promise of His faithfulness-" neither forsake thee." It is
His faithfulness, not theirs, which is the security of His people. Amid
all their backslidings and provocations, tribulations, temptations, and
distresses, this promise is all they have to rely on-and, it is enough!
"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word;
What more can He say, than to you He bath sa.id,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge bave fled?"
How wonderfully in His faithfulness He cleaves to His mm !
.. Mid all my fear, and sin and woe,
His Spirit will not let me go."
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" He'who hath begun a good work tn you wilI,perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ" (Phi!. ·i. 6).
The love and patience of a pitying Father'are exercised continually
.and unfalteringly in the experience His children ·have of His·faithfulness
to them, to His promise, and to His work within.
3. The Powerful Precepts. They are two-" Fear not, neither be
dismayed."
i. "Fear not." Fear is a terrible feeling when it obtains possessicn
of the mind, and it implies dread of approaching evil. Men fear death
and calamities. Deep down in the fearful heart lies the consciousness
·of guilt. H there were no sin, there could be no fear of its consequences. Here is the root of fear. The forgiveness of sin alone
removes it, made known by the Word of the Lord. Now objects of
fear present themselves every day-temptations, trials, sorrows, cares,
dangers, and the weakness, infirmities, 'and humbling discoveries of
sinful self. At such seasons, if the Lord breathes a " Fear not," the
power of His voice allays the storm, " calms the surges of the mind,"
;and dispels all gloomy fears.
ii. "Be not dismayed." Not only are fears quelled, but, by this
word-" 'Be not dismayed "-strength and courage are imparted.
The voice speaking the .precept to the heart creates .faith, for" Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. x. 17).
Living faith then receives the promises, and obeys the precepts; 'as
.Mr. Hart says, "takes Him at His word." It is this: "Be strong,
and of a good courage; fear not, nor be afraid of them; for the Lord
·thy God, He it is that doth go with tbee; He will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee" (v 6).
Bath.
E. C.
"DIMIN1SH NOT A WORD."
messages of.God are, in Scripture, termed" burdens," because
'they contain solemn warnings of the heavy doom which will befall
those who obstinately refuse to give heed to God's Word (Jer. xxiii. 33).
It was no easy matter for the Lord's servants to deliver these
messages. It seems often to be forgotten that the prophets were men
of the same natural feelings as ourselves. It was by God's.grace they
were enabled to obey His commands and deliver His messages. Pec.ple
nowadays excuse tbemselves from faithfulness to God by the plea that
they don't want to offeod others! In reality this is a confession of
cowardice and disloyalty to God and His Christ. It is a setting man
before God. The trial came to Peter and John (Acts iv. 19), but
strengtb was given them to say, " Wbether it be rigbt in tbe sigbt of
God to hearken unto you (the priests, elders and scribes) more than
unto God, judge ye."
Under stress of temptation and the ,fear of suffering, Jonah shrank
from delivering God's message to tbe people of Nineveh. But 'God
.loved Jonah, and therefore He followed Jonah and caused trouble
CERTAIN
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and suffering of another kind to come upon him, during which
experience he learned that" we ought to obey God rat.her than man"
(Acts v. 29), and that" cursed is the man that trusteth in man (or
himself) and m~keth flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from
the Lord" (Jer. xvii. 5).
. Listening to the suggestions of Ilis own hear1, Jonah was betraved
mto a fesrful departure from the Lord. When he wa" by tbe gr~ce
'of God, recovered from hfs fall, he le~rned the tJUth, which the
Apostle afterwards declared in the memorable words, "I can do all
·things through Christ Who strengtheneth me" (Phi!. iv. 13).
This precious truth is one every true Christian needs to ponder over
and pray over. Naturallx men shrink from suffering, from contempt,
and from ridicule. It is not agreeable to a man's feelings to be hated
for speaking the Truth of God with faithfulness.
God does not send forth His servants in their own strength and at
their own cost. Those whom God is pleased to use as " ambassadors"
He fits for the office (see 2 Cor. v. 22, and 1 Cor. ix. 7, etc.).
If the teaching and conduct prevailing at the present time be tested
by God's Word, what becomes of it 1 God said to Jeremiah, "He
that hath My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully." "What is
the chaff to the wheat 1 saith the Lord" (Jer. xxiii. 28). And tben in
the following verses the Lord proceeded to inquire, "Is not My Word
like as a fire 1" Is it not" like a hammer that breaketh the rock in
pieces 1" This effectual work of God's Word was not then in evidence.
Why 1 Let us listen and heed. Because the teachers stole God's
Word from the people. They hid it from them, and gave their own
thoughts and fancies to take its place! They" lied" to the people,
and caused them to err by reason of the falsehoods and " lightness "
which were set before the people instead of the Truth. God said, "I
sent them not, nor commanded them; therefore they shall not profit
this people at all." God said, "I am against" such false teachers.
These are solemn facts. God does not change. He is the same now
as when He spake to Jeremiah, and these realities are written for the
instruction and warning of God's people to-day (Rom. xv. 4; 1 Cor.
x. 11, 12). Speaking again to the same prophet the Lord said,
"Cursed is he who doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully" (Jer.
xlviii. 10). It is a terrible thing to be under the CUl'se or God.
God is not man that He should act or speak without thought,
purpose, and reason. When God sends a message He requires that
it should be delivered exactly according to His instructions. He said
to Jeremiah, "Speak all the words that I command thee to speak
unto them; diminish not a word" (Jer. xxvi. 2) This declaration is
written for our instruction, and it is binding upon all those who pro·
fess to be Christian teachers to-day. And more than this-it is
binding on the hearers as well as the teachers Hearers are under an
obligation, which they cannot escape, to try all they hear by the Word
of God. Do they 1 Look around. What is seen 1 Faithful servants
of the Lord Jesus are hardly listened to, whilst those who preach a

.

•

The Gospel Magazine

35

~.

new gospel," a false hope, and who hide from others the· truth of
the total fall of man, and of God's just and holy judgment upon all
who reject His only" Remedy," aTe regarded as " leaders of light."
. To deny that the atmosphere is cold when the thermometer is down
to freezing-point may suit the convenience of a man who has no coal
in his cellar, but it does not give warmth to the dying.
. To deny or explain away God's plain statements regarding sin,
judgment to come, and the unending sorrow of those who die without
.faith in the Lord Jesus, may suit the present convenience of those
who know not the Lord Jesus as He is revealed in Scripture, but such
teaching will not comfort those who are deceived thereby when they
awake to the terrible realities of what it is to be lost.
Be the consequences what they may-so far as present circumBtances are concerned-let all who love the Lord Jesus, and who
therefore love the souls of their fellow-creatures, study to be faithful
and not diminish ought from the clear teaching of God's Word. Such
faithfulness may cause suffering now, but it will he ground of rejoicing
hereafter. "If any man shall take away from the words of the Book
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the Book of Life"
(Rev. xxii. 19).
P T R
THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 44--49_

By

THE REV.

W.

LUSH,

A.K .C.,

RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FlELD,
ABHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

(Continued from page 426.)

Verse 44. "And I will observe Thy law always unto eternity and
perpetuity." Here is another clear indication of Christ in this Psalm,
and suggests how in the fullest sense the meaning of the preceding
verses must not be disconnected with Him and His enemies-Christ in
His human nature standing in need of that help so frequently alluded
to hy the Prophet Isaiah, e.g., chapter I. 7. For who else could lay
claim to such an observance of God's law as is here spoken of but the
Holy One, Who magnified God's law and made it honourable, and
Whose meat and drink it was to do His Father's will 1 And mark, as
we trace the union of Christ and His Church, we see how as He obeyed,
so they obeyed, and in this sense they also are reckoned keepers of the
law unto perpetuity.
Verse 45. "And I shall walk in a large room, for I have sought Thy
precepts." This is a frequent figure in the Scriptures for freedom from
fears, distresses, etc. See Psalms iv. 2, xviii. 22, cxviii. 5. It was the
prayer of Jabez that his " coast" might be enlarged. One can not but
feel, as we read such expressions, how they who nsed them longed as
it were for Gospel times, and felt their only true freedom was in connection with that liberty wherewith Christ makes His people free; the
object of the Jewish dispensation being, says Bagge, to hem in the
convicted sinner, and bring him as it were by gracious violence to lay
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-hold on the faith of'the Gospel. Reader, if the Son shall make you free,
you shall be -free indeed. But mark how this liberty, so far from being
connected with licentiousness, is bound up with seeking the Lord's
·'Precepts. We -are not for a moment to suppose, however, that this
-walking at 'liberty was merited by the seeking the precepts. This
would be contrary to the whole tenor of revelation, which teaches us
,that if we could do all that were commanded us, we would be but
unprofitable servants, doing no more than it was our duty to do. We
have, -it seems to me, a similar use of the word" for" in Luke vii. 47.
There it is said, " Her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loveth
much." The object of the Saviour here is not to teach that because
she loved much therefore her sins were forgiven, but He is rather
l'roving the depth of her sin by the greatness of her love. Her sins
are many-they are forgiven. What proof have we that she felt them
-many 1 Her much love; for to whom little is forgiven, the same
'loveth little. So here I apprehend the Psalmist is proving what real
liberty is, and showing that his walk was of such a nature, because it
was a walk connected with seeking the Lord's precepts. _If this be the
case, how many are walking not at liberty, but in bondage, for they
are walking contrary to God's precepts; and wherever this is so, there
is the greatest evidence that, in spite of man's boasted freedom, he is
the most abject slave, for"He is the freed man whom the Truth makes free,
And all are slaves beside."

Verse 46. "I speak of Thy testimonies before lings, and am not
ashamed." Here there is added" great boldnefs in the faith." The
Saviour seems to have had this passage in view when He utt-ered the
prediction of Matthew x. 18. How hard it is to confess Christ before
men, not to be ashamed of Him. What faith is needed, and what
·Iove! As one says-Why do we not speak to others about .good
·things? What a humbling answer does he give-Because our heart is
not·full. .Jf, says he, 'you do not live near to God, you will never have
vigour and courage and power .and influence in speaking to others.
But let your heart be full, and Christ dwell in you richly by faith, you
feel that Christ is your light and your salvation, and you can not help
speaking to others, and then there will be a mighty power given with
,it. How beautifully David speaks of it-" Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto Thee." Hence
it is added,
Verses 47 and 48. "And I delight myself in Thy commandments,
which I have loved,- and I will raise my hands to Thy commandments,
which I love, and I will muse of Thy statutes." See on verse 18. The
_past tense of the last verb in verse 47 represents, says Alexander, his
-love to God's commandments as no new-born and capricious passion,
but a settled habit and affection of his soul. The raising of the hands
is a symbol of the raising of the heart or affections to some elevated
·ohject. See Psalm xxviii. 2.
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Verse 49. "Remember (Thy) word to Thy servant, because Thou hast
made me to hope." An explanation of this passage will be found in
Psalm cv. 8, where we gather that the" word" is none other than the
Covenant--" He hath remembered His Covenant for ever, the word
which He commanded to a thousand generations." That which is
properly a Covenant with Christ our Head on our account is a word of
promise to us, a promise of grace and glory, a free promise, absolute
and unconditional. These promises are all Yea and Amen in Christ
Jesus, and the mercy promised is called" the sure mercies of David."
How blessed to be able to say" I am Thy servant," not in that sense
in which all things serve Him, but in that higher sense in which Paul,
speaks of himself as " a servant of Jesus Christ," the thought of purchase
being, says one, probably intended, as well as that of eternal possession
by Him Who has bought His believing people by His own blood. To
lie the property of an earthly master may be one of the greatest of
curses; but to be the purchased inalienable possession of God and of
Christ, and to have the sure title of serving them for ever is everlasting
blessing. How many encouraging words are spoken to these servants
to help them on their way, throughout the Book of God, and how a
gracious God delights to be inquired of, and put in remembrance of
His own promises; yea, He graciously declares, "Before they call, I
will answer; and while t.hey are yet speaking, I will hear." And yet,
notwithstanding aU our experience of the lovingkindness of J ehovah,
how ready are we to say, " The Lord hath forsaken me, and my God
hath forgotten me "; but mark His answer to such-" Can a woman
forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the
son of her womb 1 Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee."
" Because Thou hast made me to hope." That this word may mean,
"hecause "is clear from such passages as 2 Samuel iii. 30, Deut. xxix. 25.
The same verb that means" to hope" in verse 43, signilies " to make
to hope" here and in Ezekiel xiii. 6. When God makes a sinner to
hope, it is a hope that maketh not ashamed, and how He causes this
hope to abound in a sinner's soul is clear from Romans xv. 13-" Now
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abQund in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost."
(To be continued.)

THE ACTIVE SUFFERINGS OF THE LORD JESUS.
" And it came to pass, when the time was come that He should be received
tip, JIe sled/astly set His lace to go to Jer·usalem."-LuKE ix. 51, 53.

So many qualilications are necessary for preaching or writing of the
sufferings of the Lord, that one needs to tremble to make the attempt.
:Moreover, it is essential to know something of " the fellowship of His
sufferings." (Phil. iii. 10) to enable one to be a true witness, as PeteJ;
wall.
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In this chapter (Luke ix.) there is a most instructive chain of truth.
There are at least six principal links: (1) "The Son of man must
suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and
scribe" and be slain, and be raised the tbird day' (verse 22); (2) "If
any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
daily, and follow Me" (verse 23); (3) On the mount of transfiguration
the subject of discourse is not what we might have expected: "Who
appeared in glory, and spake of His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem" (verse 31); (4) "The Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men" (verse 44); (5) "He stedfastly set His
face to go to Jerusalem" (verse 51); (6) "No man, having put his
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God"
(verse 62).
It is chiefly the third of these links that suggests the subject of this
brief paper: "His decease, which He should accomplish at Jerusalem."
Here is a definite act expressed by a remarkable word joined to an
active verb. The word" decease" (exo:los) occurs only three times in
the New Testament: here, and in Heb. xi. 22 and 2 Peter i. 15. The
word" accomplish" can never be used of the death of a believer, and
sets forth a determinate act brought to pass by a settled purpose. It
is in this view that a distinction must be made between the passive and
the active sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. Passive suffering properly means that which is endured because
it cannot be avoided. The Lord Jesus could have avoided all suffering
of every kind had He chosen to do so; and in this sense all His sufferings were active. He chose to suffer; and yet it is not incorrect to
speak of His passively enduring all that He chose to pass through.
This would include His Incarnation, the circumstances of His birth,
the temptation, His poverty, the desertion of His disciples, the agony
of Gethsemane, the judgment hall, the cross, the tomb. "He is
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth."
2. But His" decease" was His own deliberate act; and it is of the
bighest importance to estimate and to hold this truth aright. Were
He not Almighty when He gave up the spirit-be it said with reverence
-the salvation of His Church had failed. Language is so poor to express this, and even thought so inadequate, that it must be written in
the words which the Holy Ghost teacheth.
Four times in John xviii. and xix. we read that Jesus" went forth" ;
showing that He was not dragged as an unwilling victim. "And He
bearing His cross went forth into a place called Golgotha."
And four times in John x. we read that His death was His own
voluntary act. "I lay down My life for the sheep. Therefore doth
My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it
again. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father." None but an Almighty
Person could use such language as this: and then how sweet the
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thought that none but an Almighty Person could add the language that
follows: "And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father,
which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck
them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one."
3. This eternal purpose to suffer had been written by the Holy
Ghost, and even spoken by Jesus, in the scriptures of the prophets:
" The Lord God hath opened Mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither
turned away back. I gave My back to the smiters, and My cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair; I hid not My face from shame and
spitting. For the Lord God will help Me; therefore shall I not he
confounded: therefore have I set My face like a flint, and I know that
I shall not he ashamed" (Isaiah I. 5-7).
4. Oh, how this sets forth His eternal and infinite love! "I have a
baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!" (Luke xii. 50). "With desire I have desired to eat this
passover with you before I suffer" (Luke xxii. 15). Well may Cowper
write, for us to sing :"With all His sufferings full in view,
And woes to us unknown,

Forth to the task His spirit flew'Twas love that urged Him on."
" ~1:ine is an unchanging love-

Deeper than the depths beneath,
Higher than the heights above,
Free and faithful, strong "s death."
5. And if He thus set His face like a flint to suffer, we should set our
faces like a flint against all that dishonours Him. All false teaching
concerning His Person, everything contrary to His precious Gospel,
anything derogatory to His glory as Prophet, Priest, and King, must
be strenuously opposed in days like these. Moreover, if He "went
forth" thus willingly, "let us go forth there/ore unto Him without the
camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb. xiii. 13). If He "went forth
bearing His cross," why should I not thankfully bear mine after Him 1
" His way was much rougher "nd darker th"n mine:
Did Christ my Lord suff.,.., and shall I repine?"
MacPhail, of Resolis, when on his deathbed, was one night peculiarly
restless. His friends asked him the meaning of his tossing to-and-fro
upon his bed. The memorable answer he gave was: "I am as much
assured of being for ever with my Saviour as I am of being on this bed:
but I know not how I can look Him in the face when I think how little
I have done for Him."
WILLIAld 'WILEldAN.

Cricklewood.
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.. GRIEVE NOT THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD."

How affectionate and condescending is this address of the great God
and our Saviour to His children! St. Paul writes to Philemon:
" though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which
is convenient, yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee." So, with
infinitely higher authority, the Lord might command with terror,
instead of beseech by love.
Astonishing expression !-" Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God."
Hast thou, canst thou, 0 believer, be guilty in this matter! It is
easy to conceive that we may grieve our own spirits, and the spirit..
of good men, by our sin and folly; but to think of grieving the Spirit
of God is enough to make us cry out in amazement, " What mystery
of love is this!" But verily, so dear are God's children to Him, that
as in love to us He took our nature, so in condescension to our weak
capacity, He borrows language from nature and assumes to Hirn"eli
passions like ourselves, for He was in all things made like unto us, hut
without sin. So it is said: God" delights" in the prosperity of His
people, He "rejoiceth" over them to do them good. But when
through sin and folly, they hurt their own souls, Jesus is touched
with a feeling of their infirmities; His Spirit is grieved at their
conduct.
Who can tell in how many ways Christians do this! Inwardly, by
giving way to unbelief; by low unworthy thoughts of Jesus, His
blood, righteousness and salvation, His mediation and intercession, of
Whom the Spirit is the Glorifier; so also, by indulging vain, sinful
thoughts. Outwardly, by neglecting the Gospel of grace; not waIking closely with Jesus by faith; not conforming to His will in life and
conversation. And experience wofully proveth that when the Holy
Spirit is grieved, the soul is distressed.
He is our Comforter. By Him believers are sealed unto the day of
redemption. Though we are sealed by Him as the Lord's own possession, yet if He leave us to ourselves, the view of Jesus is obscUl'ed and
His comforts withheld from us. The natural fears, legal terrors, and
desponding doubts harass the mind; and legal spirits rejoice over us,
with" There, there, so would we have it." Though He never becomes
the spirit of bondage to us, yet He leaves us to the bondage of our
own legal spirits. What reason have we to pray daily, "Cleanse us, 0
Jesus, from our secret faults; and let not, 0 Spirit, presumptuous sins
get the dominion over us" (Psalm xix. 13}.-William Mason, 1765

A LETTER BY THE LATE REV. S. TURNER.
" To my kind and beloved bost and hostess be every Covenant blessing daily communicated from the Everlasting Head, the Representative
of all the chosen Family, the Friend of sinners, the Saviour of the lost,
and the Bridegroom of the Chmch.
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"How great is His goodness and how great His beauty! What
special mercy has God had towards us, in that He hath enlightened the
eyes of our understanding to behold the outgoings of our God and King
in His sanctuary. By precious faith we view the glorious Person of the
Mediator, as God-Man, full of grace and truth; faith beholds Him in
His various Covenant characters, so suitable, so all-sufficient for our
sure, blessed, and everlasting salvation; and faith sees the glory of
God in His lovely face. But still our believing views are dim; we see
but as through a glass, darkly. Yet even these distant and much
beloved views cause our hearts to love and to rejoice. They have a
transforming effect, and do produce a little conformity to the image of
the Firstborn among many brethren; and they are all foretastes of that
glorious time when we shall see Him face to face, when the mystery of
God will be finished, and His gracious workmanship completed. Then
will be the eternal keeping of Sabbath. God will cease from the works
of His hand. The living temple will be perfected. God will delight
in the work of His hands, and all the redeemed be perfectly and everlastingly happy in their God. Uninterrupted, unwearied, everlasting
worship of praise will be carried on; and eternal hallelujahs slmg to
God and the Lamb. Oh, that our minds and affections, our hopes and
desires were more fixed upon these things! Our crosses and losses,
our temptations and afllictions would be light and as a moment indeed.
But as one of our blessed poets saith :"

t

Soon the clouds return, damp vapours rise,

And hide the hill of Zion from my view.'
" Well, there is a bright light beyond these clouds, and when the
heavenly wind disperses them, that bright light is seen. 'With Thee
is the fountain of life: in Thy light shall we see light.'
.
" I have delivered three sermons from these words: 'Know that
the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God, Which keepeth covenant
and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments to
a thousand generations.' I have been favoured with liberty of soul
and speech, and have reason to believe it was a general refreshing time
to many hearers; I mean, to those among them whom the Lord hath
planted in His house. Glad should I be if I could conscientiously take
E-- in my way home. Love to the little flock draws me; but both
love and duty pull too powerfully to Sunderland. My soul must repeat
her vows; Salem, peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within
thy palaces. May the God of peace cause you to be Iilre-minded,
seeking each other's welfare: that there may be no strife nor vainglory
among you, but that your hearts may be loyal to God, and loving
to each other.
" With kind love to all the Royal Family,

"I remain,
"Yours truly,
,,~

'C.

TU
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LINES TO THE SKYLARK.

,

'Drou bright, happy songster, winging thy flight
Up from this dark earth to regions of light;
Whence comes thy buoyancy 1 who guides thy wing 1
Who taught thee matins so sweetly to sing 1
While dewy spangles are still on thy breast,
Joyous and gleeful thou spring'st from thy nest,
And with a voice earth's best singer might prize,
Wakest glad warblings up in the skies.
When the hot noon-sun is shining above,
Still are continued thy breathings of love;
They know no cessation till setting of sun
Reminds thee once more that thy song-day is done.
While to thee I listen, spell-bound I feel;
Sweet solace and rapture over me steal;
See thee I can not, for, gaze as I will,
Thou art nearer to heaven than sight can reach still.
Lowly thou layest thy nest in the grass,
Fearless of man or of scythe that may pass:
My fancy conjectures that up in the sky
Thou learnest distrust and cold care to defy.
Would that like thee I toward heaven could soar,
Dwell in its life-giving atmosphere more,
And, deeming earth's discord my notice beneath,
Songs of praise and devotion unceasingly breathe.
E. S. K.

AN anchor being let fall, it passeth through the water and violently
maketh its way through all the waves and billows, never staying till it
come at the bottom, where, taking hold of the ground that lieth out of
sight, thus by a secret and hidden force staying the ship so as though
it be moved, yet it is not removed, but still keepeth her station. Of
such use is faith to the soul of man. When it is in a stress, tossed with
the waves and billows of temptations and trials, threatening to swallow
it up, faith breaks through all, never resting till it come at God Himself,
Who is invisible, and taking hold upon Him by a secret force it stayeth
the soul, and keepeth it from being driven upon the rocks or sands of
desperation. An anchor it is, and a sure anchor, that sheet anchor
which the soul must trust to, which it may ride and live by in us whatsoever stress can come down upon it.-John Spencer.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall again be glad to receive from the kind'
readers of tbe magazine the twelve copies for the year, for passing on
to our sailors and soldiers, and we warmly thank those kind helpers
who sent their copies to us last January. To be permitted to give a
pure draught of the water of life to the thirsty ones in the Army and
Navy is a privilege of the highest kind.
A Christian soldier writes: "Many thanks for your letter and parcel.
I have been in hospital with fever, and was out just in time to receive
the parcel. I am sorry not to have been able to distribute them all,
as we have been very busy. I suppose you have heard of the fighting
going on out here; we had a pretty big fight on - - when we took
three or four villages from the - - . Two of the Christians were
wounded in the fight, and one has since died. Just at present there
is only one other Christian and myself with the battalion, and we are
so placed that we seldom see one another. We need the prayers of
all at home that we may be kept true to the Master, for in such trying
times as these, and when there is so little influence for good and so
much for the wrong, we are apt to get downhearted. We know that
His grace is sufficient."
A Chaplain to the Forces writes: "My stock of Testaments is quite
gone. I shall be very thankful for some more. I do not know how
to thank you enough for all your grand help."
Another Chaplain writes: "We shall be glad to receive a large
parcel of books if you can favour us. We have increased and increasing
opportunities, and the Lord is blessing our labours."
From France: "Please accept my sincere thanks for the parcel of
French tracts you so kindly sent us. We have an unlimited field for
Gospel distribution among the French soldiers, and shall therefore
welcome any help given us."
May the Lord abundantly bless the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in these days
of abounding error.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRlDER.
Bristol, December 1st, 1916.
"REDEMPTrON is always limited to the people of God, and is
synonymous with salvation.
. Election and redemption are
evidently of the same e>·tent; they relate to the same individuals,
to all such, and to none else. All the chosen people are redeemed,
and all the redeemed are chosen unto obedience, through sanctification of the Spirit, and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Chdst.. "
-J. A. Haldane.
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DIVERS AND STRANGE DOCTRINES.
By

THE LATE THE RIGHT REV.

J. C.

RYLE,

D.D.

" Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good
thing that the heart be established with grace,. not with meats, which
have not prOfited them that have been occupied therein."-HEB.
xiii. 9.
(Oontinued from page 526, October, 1916.)

THE Apostle's warning does not stand alone. Even in the midst of
the Sermon on the 1tlount there fell from the loving lips of our Saviour
a solemn caution: "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves" (Matt. vii.
15). Even in St. Paul's last address to the Ephesian elders, though
he finds no time to speak about the sacraments, he does find time to
warn his friends against false doctrine: "Of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them" (Acts xx. 30). What.sa,:ys the Second Epistle to the Corinthiansl
" I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that
is in Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 3). What says the Epistle to the Galatians ~
" I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into
the grace of Christ unto another Gos'peJ."-" Who hath bewitched you,
that ye should not obey the truth ~ "-" Having begun in the Spirit,
are ye now made perfect by the flesh 1 "-" How turn ye again to the
weak and beggarly elements 1 "-" Ye observe days, and months,
and times, and years. I am afraid of you."-" Stand fast in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again
in the yoke of bondage" (Gal. i. 6; ill. I, 3; iv. 9, 10, 11; v. 1).
What says the Epistle to the Ephesians 1 " Be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine" (Eph. iv.
14). What says the Epistle to the Colossians 1 " Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men" (Col. ii. 8). What says the First Epistle to Timothy 1 "The
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith" (1 Tim. iv. 1). What says the Second Epistle of
Peter 1 "There shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall
bring in damnable heresies" (2 Peter ii. 1). What says the First
Epistle of John 1 " Believe not every spirit. Many false prophets are
gone out into the world" (1 John iv. 1). What says the Epistle of
Jude 1 " Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares" (Jude 3, 4).
Let us mark well these texts. These things were written for our
learning.
What shall we say to. these texts 1 How they may strike others I
can not say. I only know how they strike me. To tell us, as some do,
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lin :the face of these texts, that the early Churches were a model of
perfection and purity, is absurd. Even in Apostolic days, ·it appears,
there were abundant errors both in doctrine and practice. To tell us,
as others do, that clergymen ought never to handle controversial
:subjects, and never to warn their people against erroneous views, is
:senseless and unreasonable. At this rate we might neglect not a little
of the New Testament. Surely the dumb dog and the sleeping
·shepherd are the best allies of the wolf, the thief, and the robber. It
is not for nothing that St. Paul says, "If thou put the brethren in
remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus
Christ" (1 Tim. iv. 5).
A plain warning against false doctrine is specially needed in England
in the present day. The school 'of the Pharisees, and the school 6f the
Sadducees, those ancient mothers of all mischief, were never more
active than they are now. Between men adding to the Truth on one
side, and men taking away nom it on 'the other,-between those who
bury truth under additions, and those who mutilate it by subtractions,
-between superstition and infidelity,-between Romanism and
Neology;-'between Ritualism and Rationalism,-between these upper
'and nether mill-stones the Gospel is well nigh crushed to death!
Strange views are continually propounded by clergymen about subjects of the deepest importance. About the atonement, the Divinity
of Christ, the in'spiration of the Bible, the reality of miracles, the
eternity of future punishment,-about the Church, the ministerial
office, the sacraments, the confessional, the honour due to the Virgin,
prayers for the dead,-about all these things there is nothing too
monstrous to be taught by some English ministers in these latter days.
By the pen and by the tongue, by the press and by the pulpit, the
country is incessantly deluged with a flood of erroneous opinions.
To ignore the fact is mere affectation. Others see it, if we ,pretend to
be ignorant of it. The danger is real,great, and unmistakable. Never
Was it so needful to say, " Be not carried about."
Many things combine to make the present inroad of false doctrine
peculiarly dangerous. There is an undeniable zeal in some of the
teachers of error: their" earnestness" (to use an unhappy cant phrase)
,makes many think ,they must be right. There is a great appearance
of learning and theological knowledge: .many lancy that such clever
and intellectual men must surely be safe guides. There is a .general
,tendency to free-thought and free inquiry in these latter days: many
like to prove their independence of judgment, by believing novelties.
There is a wide-spread desire to appear charitable and liberal-minded:
,many seem half ashamed of saying that anybody can be in the wrong.
There is a quantity of half-truth taught by the modern false teachers:
they are incessantly using Scriptural terms and phrases in an
unscriptural sense. There is a morbid craving in the public mind
-for.a more sensuous, ceremonial, sensational, showy worship: men
·are impatient of inward, invisible heart-work. There is a silly readiness in every direction to believe everybody who talks cleverly, lovingly
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and earnestly, and a determination to forget that Satan is often
" transformed into an angel of light" (2 Cor. xi. 14). There is a widespread" gullibility" among professing Christians: every heretic who
t-ells his story plausibly is sure to be believed, and everybody who
doubts him is called a persecutor and a narrow-minded man. All
these things are peculiar symptoms of our times. 1 defy any observing
man to deny them. They tend to make the assaults of false doctrine
in our day peculiarly dangerous. They make it more than ever needful to cry aloud, " Be not carried about."
Does anyone ask me, What is the best safeguard against false
doctrine 1-1 answer in one word, "The Bible: the Bible regularly
read, regularly prayed over, regularly studied." We must go back
to the old prescription of our Master: "Search the Scriptures" (John
v. 39). If we want a weapon to wield against the devices of Satan
there is nothing like" the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God."
But to wield it successfully, we must read it habitually, diligently,
intelligently, and prayerfully. This is a point on which 1 fear many
fail. In an age of hurry and bustle few read their Bibles as much as
they should. More books perhaps are read than ever, but less of the
one Book which makes man wise unto salvation. Rome and Neology
could never have made such havoc in the Church in the last fifty years
if there had not been a most superficial knowledge of the Scriptures
throughout the land. A Bible-reading laity is the strength of a Church.
"Search the Scriptures." Mark how the Lord Jesns Christ and
His Apostles continually refer to the Old Testament, as a document
just as anthoritative as the New. Mark how they quote texts from the
Old Testament, as the voice of God, as if every word was given by
inspiration. Mark how the greatest miracles in the Old Testament
are all referred to in the New, as unquestioned and unquestionable
facts. Mark how all the leading events in the Pentateuch are
incessantly named as historical events, whose reality admits of no
dispute. Mark how the atonement, and substitution, and sacrifice,
run through the whole Bible from first to last, as essential doctrines
of revelation. ~fark how the resurrection of Christ, the greatest of all
mimcles, is proved by such an overwhelming mass of evidence, that
he who disbelieves it may as well say he will believe no evidence at all.
Mark all these things, and you will find it very hard to be a Rationalist!
Great are the difficulties of infidelity: it requires more credulity to be
an infidel than a Christian. But greater still are the difficult es of
Rationalism. Free handling of Scripture,-results of modern criticism,
-broad and liberal theology,-all these are fine, swelling, high-sounding phrases, which please some minds" and look very grand at a distance.
But the man who looks below the surface of things will soon find that
there is no sure standing-ground between ultra-Rationalism and
Atheism.
" Search the Scriptures." Mark what a conspicuous absence there
is in the New Testament of what may be called the sacramental system,
and the whole circle of Ritualistic theology. Mark how extremely
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little there is said about the effects of baptism. Mark how very seldom
the Lord's Supper is mentioned in the Epistles. Find, if you can, a
single text in which New Testament ministers are called sacrificing
priests,-or the Lord's Supper is called a sacrifice,-or private confession to ministers is recommended and practised.-Turn, if you can,
to one single verse in which sacrificial vestments are named as desirable,
-or in which lighted candles and pots of flowers on the Lord's Table,or processions, and incense, and flags, and banners, and turning to tlie
east, and bowing down to the bread and wine,-or prayer to the Virgin
Mary and the angels,-are sanctioned. Mark these things well, and
you will find it very hard to be a Ritualist! You may find your
authority for Ritualism in garbled quotations from the Fathers,-in
long extracts from monkish, mystical, or Popish writers; but you
certainly will not find it in the Bible. Between the plain Bible,
honestly and fairly interpreted, and extreme Ritualism, there is a
gulf which can not be passed.
If we would not be carried about by " divers and strange doctrines,"
we must remember the words of our Lord Jesus Christ; "Search the
Scriptures." Ignorance ofthe Bible is the root of all error. Knowledge
of the Bible is the best antidote against modern heresies.
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE January " Quarterly Record" is ready, and will be sent, postfree, to any address. It contains an excellent portraIt of the late
Rev. W. L. Rolleston, M.A., Vicar of Scuptoft, tcgether with other
illustrations and a variety of articles bearing upon the work of the
.Society. Illustrated leaflets and New Year's collecting c;l,rds are
.also ready. The Committee ask all their friends to kindly enlist the
support of others, so that in these days of strain this Institution may
be adequately sustained. We thank W. H. D. for a donation of £l.
The Old Age Pensions Act, 1908, benefits our pensioners of 70 years
of age and upwards, the 5s. weekly allowance being given to the
majority, showing that their income does not exceed £21 per annum;
but the larger number have less than this sum, and as some hundreds
of our recipients are under 70 years of age, the need for the Society'S
help is therefore as urgent as ever, meaning the difference between
straitened circumstances and some degree of comfort.
One thousand three hundred and twelve pensioners, in all parts of
the country an/receiving upwards of £9300 per annum; 200 of this
number dwel}/in our seven Homes, and £1 16s. is the amount needed
hou1"ly to mr.intai~ the Institution in its present work.
During ',he past month a distribution to the pensioners has been
~~~...,~~--, e fror~ the Morton Gift, and presents have been sent to the inm•.tes
of Oh_ Homes. The visits of our friends to these qwet dwellings are
cordially invited, and help at the Saturday Evening Prayer Meetings
would be appreciated.
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.The pensioners are aged; the road has been rough and "the weather
stormy; but they' look forward tu their Father's House above.
.. This passing world is .poor, but thou art rich;
'Tis rich but Thou art poor;
Thy poverty is but a day,
Thy riches evermore I "
So wrote Dr. Horatius Bonar, in a hymn composed for the Society, and
.the verse might well be inscribed as a cheery motto upon the waliR of
.manya quiet little room where God's pour pilgrim awaits the final
ihome-going. One of them writes: "I have to say His mercies still en.dure; I am supported by the twofold assurance, , All that the Father
giveth me, sh'dl come to me, and him that cometh, I will in no wise cast
out.' I am now very poorly, and can no longer walk three miles to the
house of prayer; yet these words sometimes come with sweetness:11 I

Oh, Zion, when I thick on Thee,
I wish for pinions like the dove,

And mourn to think that I should be
So distant from the place I love.'
I thank 3ll kind friends who minister to my wants."

iL{ellie\ll~

aUll

jIl,otire~of
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THE COVENANT OF GRACE. By the Rev. ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.,
sometime :V:icar of Astley. Price Id., post free 1td., 6/6 per 100_
(Rev. Henry A~herton, 100-102. The Grove, Camberwell, S.E:)
This is another of the "Sovereign Grace Union's" reprints. The
writer of this notice well remembers dear Dr. Alfred Hewlett. Re
was a learned, loving, and faithful preacher of the doctrines of grace_
His testimony to truth was much sought after in Lancashire,
London, and other parts of the country, and the .Lord's people gathered
in large numbers to hear him. Alas, times have changed in the Church
of England since his day. This tractate on the Covenant of Grace
will be found most instructive.
PREDESTINATION: A GREAT AND BLESSED SCRIPTURE TRUTH AND A
FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. By
GEORGE ALEXANDER. Price Id., by post lid.; 6/6 per 100.
(Rev. Henry Atherton, 100-102, The Grove, Camberwell, S.E.)
In this pamphlet Mr. Alexander shows that the doctrine of l'redestination is a truth abundantly an<l plainly revealed in both the Old
and New Testaments. He also proves that it is a'fundamentaLdoctrine
of the Church of England, clearly and Scripturally stated in the.seventeenth of the Thirty-nine Articles. Very many try to explain away
the plain meaning of that Article, but Mr. Alexander quotes from the
less widely known" Lambeth" Articles, which clearly show the mind
of the godly Bishops and Divines of the Reformation period.
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