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FEAR AND FAITH.
,
" What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee."-PsALM lvi. 3.

WE stand on the threshold of the year 1918. Many thoughts
crowd upon our minds. Gratitude to our gracious, Covenantkeeping GOD will necessarily fill the hearts of our believing readers.
The past year has doubtless brought with it many trials-personal,
family, and national,-but we have abundant reason to say, "I
will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever" (Psa. lxxxix. 1).
Forgiving mercies, forbearing mercies, providing mercies, preserving mercies, guiding mercies, and restoring mercies, have more or
less been our portion. We are therefore constrained to say; " Bless
the LORD, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits." Nevertheless, despite the 'mercies of'the past, we are prone to be fearful as
to the future. David knew from experience that thoughts -of
fear might take possession of his breast, but he felt that the true
antidote for fear was faith. Hence he says, "What time I am
afraid, I will trust in Thee." Fear and faith! These are the
two topics suggested by the words of the inspired Psalmist.
What are some of the fears which may beset God's people?
1. They may have fears in regard to matters personal.

There may be fear as to one's own personal salvation.

Am I
I
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one of the LORD'S people? Do I love the LORD or no? Are my
sins really forgiven? Am I the object of GOD'S everlasting love
and of His redeeming grace? Hath He quickened me by His
SPIRIT? Hath He put me amongst His children? Am I· an
heir of glory! Will heaven be my home! There can be no
doubt that some of GOD'S real people may have fears as to their
own eternal safety. Without attempting at present any full
treatment of this subject, may we not say that the presence of
such fears is a proof of spiritual life! Those who are still dead
• in trespasses and sins are utterly indifferent to their soul's eternal
wel!are. Real longing for the full assurance of eternal safety is
in itself a proof that GOD hath begun a good work in the soul, and
we are confident that "He which hath begun a good work in
you will perform it" (Phi!. i. 6). He will not begin and then
.abandon.
"The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet.
Things future nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."
There may be fears as to one's spiritual foes. Dread in regard
to the power of Satan, the world, and the flesh may fill the mind
of the child of GOD. We do well not to underestimate the power
of our spiritual enemies. "But GOD is faithful, Who wjll not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it" (l Cor. x. 13).
There may be nervous fear in the LORD'S work. One may be
afraid to face a congregation for preaching, a class for teaching,
a family for quiet testimony, but the LORD says to His timid
servants, "Be not afraid of their faces; for I am with thee to
deliver thee, saith the LORD" (Jer. i. 8).
Fear as to one's family may come into the mind of a parent.
There may be fear as to their spiritual welfare, and fear as to
their temporal concerns. How can I meet the cost of their
education! How can their varied wants be supplied! We
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met a little girl the other day coming home from school with the
sole of one of her shoes dragging along the damp ground, and we
knew that her mother was at her wits' end to know how to
provide boots and clothing for her children: These times of high
prices may cause even the gQ..dly of the lower and middle classes
to be fearful. But, "If GOD so clothe the grass of the field
which to.day,is, and to·morrow is cast into the oven, shall He not
much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith ~ " (Matt. vi. 30).
2. They may have fears in regard to matters ecclesiastical.
The forces of evil are great. Lawlessness is increasing. Indifference to the truths of the Gospel is growing. Is it any use to go on
preaching and circulating the Word ~ Is there any good in
speaking to the careless, the cold, the indifferent, the spiritually
dead ~ Certainly there would. be no use if blessing depended on
man's boasted free will, and his innate power to save himself.
But the conversion of a sinner is not his own work, nor is it the
work of those who preach the Word to him or who pray for him.
It is the work of GOD. Converted sinners are" born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 9f man, but of GOD"
(John i. 13). Go on, then, making known the Gospel of His grace.
I:Iis Word shall not return unto Him void. CHRIST shall see of
the travail of His soul. "They that sow in tears shall reap in
joy" (Psa. cxxvi. 5). No indifference, no spiritual deadness can
hinder the eternal purpose of GoD to gather out and to save His
chosen and redeemed people.
Then, if we look at the condition of things in the professing
Church, fear as to the future may seize our minds. There can be I
no doubt that a great change has taken place within recent years.
The old standard-bea,ers have largely died off. The new men
are not like the old. The late George Cowell, a former Editor
of this MAGAZINE, was able to write in his diary, many years ago,
when he lived in London, as follows: "The visits of dear Dr.
Hewlett, of Astley, to the. great Metropolis were looked forward
to by me with eagerness, and I would follow him from church to
church wherever he preached during his city tour" (Memorials
of a Gracious Life, p. 30). Would such a man as the late Dr.
Hewlett find many Church of England pulpits open to him in
London to-day ~ As we look round, the conviction is forced upon
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us that the clergy of the Church of England who hold the great
doctrines of grace as taught in the Thirty-nine Articles are getting
fewer and fewer, A great change for the worse has developed in
regard to the doctrines preached from our pulpits and in regard to
the character of the services. The old simplicity has gone. The
teaching on the inspiration of Scripture, the Fall, the Atonement,
has greatly deteriorated, and the comfortable doctrine of God's
everlasting and electing love is for the most part absolutely ignored.
The old Evangelicals eschewed the theatre, the ball-room, and
many other worldly pleasures. They were more distinctive,
separate, faithful, and jealous for the truth than many who have
risen up in their ·place. They were more rigid in the observance
of the LORD'S day. What are we coming to ~ Many may, therefore, fearfully say, Whereunto will all this grow'?
3. They may have fears in regard to matters national.
What will become of our beloved nation'~ We seem to be
going further and further from GOD. The great majority neglect
His day, they neglect His Holy Word, and are regularly absent
from our churches and chapels. The love of pleasure is increasing.
Witness the enormous growth in the number of picture palaces.
Then, we fearfully ask, How long will this terrible war last ~ How
long will the slaughtering of our brave husbands and sons continue?
How long will homes be rendered desolate and hearts be made to
break by all the sorrows .of this terrible conflict? As we write
we note that our own killed for the month of November, including
those who died of wounds, numbered 25,669.
Will our beloved nation ever be the' same again? Are there
not signs that greater apostasy from Evangelical tl1lth and greater
deterioration in morals may follow this great upheaval of the
nations of the earth ~
Such are some of the fears that may arise in our hearts.
But now let us think of the faith which is the antidote to all fear.
" What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee." In regard to fears
about things personal, things ecclesiastical, and things national,
I will trust in Thee. I will hide myself under the shadow of Thy
wings. Many of my fears may be well grounded. Many of my
anticipations in regard to the future may be founded not only

,

,-

The Gospel Magazine

5

upon the signs of the times, but upon" the sure Word of prophecy."
But, nevertheless, whatever mayor may not happen, I will trust
in Thee.
1. Such faith will trust in God's sovereign power.
" The floods have lifted up, 0 LORD, the floods have lifted their
voice; the floods lift up their waves." The floods of ungodliness,
of cruelty, of pride and vanity, of rebellion against all the laws of
GOD and man, have lifted up their voice. The floods of error and
apostasy from GOD'S Word have been let loose. But," the LORD
on high is -mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the
mighty waves of the sea" (Psa. xciii. 3, 4). He reigns. He still
sits on the throne. All things are in His Omnipotent hands. He
doeth still according t.o His will. He worketh all things according
to His Own purposes. None can stay His hand and say to Him,
What doest Thou ~ If fear arises, then let us trust in His
sovereign power. His glory will still be promoted, His people
will still be gathered out and saved, and His cause and His truth
must triumph. "GOD is for me," therefore all mine enemies
shall be tumed back (Psa. lvi. 9). I will therefore commit my
cause unto Him. I will cast upon Him my concern as to personal,
He will work, and none can
ecclesiastical, and national matters.
,
hinder Him.
2. Such faith will trust in God's supreme wisdom.
He is the only wise GOD. He is the Fountain and Source of
wisdom. He therefore knows how to work for the benefit of His
redeemed people, for the fulfilment of His eternal purposes, and
for the glory of His Own Name. He can yet save our country
from all its present perils and give to us a happy cessation from
all this unparalleled sorrow.
"Wait, 0 my soul, thy Maker's will;
Tumultuous passions, all be stiIJ ;
Nor let a murmuring thought arise!
His ways are just, His counsels wise.
He in the thickest darkness dwells,
Performs His work, the cause conceals;
But though His methods are unknown,
Judgment and truth support His throne.
In heaven, and earth, and air, and seas,
He executes His firm decrees;
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And by His saints it stands confessed
That what He does is ever best.
Wait then, my soul, submissive wait,
Prostrate before His awful seat;
And, midst the terrors of His rod,
Trust in a wise and gracious GOD! "
.
(Beniamin Beddome.)
3. Such faith will trust il). His abiding lov~.
"Thou tellest my wanderings: put Thou my tears into Thy
bottle: are they not in Thy book 1" (Psa. Ivi. 8). Yes, He knows
our sorrows. He notes our tears.
"He sees my wants, allays my fears,
And counts and treasures up my tears."
Doth He not therefore love thee, 0 tried child of GOD'? And will
that love for thee ever come to an end? Surely not. Nothing
can separate thee from His love. Put aside thy fears, then, and
say, "Behold, GOD is my salvation; I will trust and not be
afraid" (Isa. xii. 2). He loves me. Therefore, He will still stand
by me. He will never forsake me. In these dark and sorrowful
times, then, I will trust in Him.
4. Such faith will trust in God's unchanging faithfulness.
. He is still "the faithful GOD, Which keepeth covenant and
mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments"
(Deut. vii. 9). No change in personal circumstances or in matters
ecclesiastical or national can alter His character. He is faithful.
He cannot deny Himself.. Therefore, with the Psalmist let me
say, "In GOD I will praise His Word, in GOD I have put my trust;
l' will not fear what flesh can do unto me" (v. 4). As I go forth
into this new year with heavy and dark clouds still visible on the
horizon, let me say, "What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee."
Faith is the antidote for fear.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

us only settle it deeply in our minds, that withuut. Protestant
and Evangelical principles a Church is as useless as a well without
water. In one word, when the Church of England becomes Popish
once more, it will be a Church not worth preserving."-The late Bishop
J. G. Ryle.
" LET
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"THE HAND OF OUR GOD."

" The hand at our God is upon all them tor good that seek Him."EZRA viii. 22.
.
WHAT a comforting assurance is this as we go forth into the new
year! "The hand of our God is upon all them for good that
seek Him." Oh, how much we need the hand of God at this time!
The many fail to recognize the hand of God at all in His dealings
with the children of men, and few look to that hand for power,
guidance, and blessing. In this connection we cannot but rejoice
that his most graciolL~ .Majesty King George has issued a call to
prayer to the Nation and Empire, which is to be read" in all the
churches throughout his dominions" at the services to be held
(D.V.) on Sunday, Jan. 6th. That call has reference to the great
and prolonged conflict still going on amongst the nations of the
earth. "That we may have the clear-sightedness and strength
necessary to the victory of our cause," the King calls upon. his
people to devote a special Day to Prayer. "Victory," his .Majesty
says; " will be gained only if we steadfastly remember the responsibility which rests upon us, and in a spirit of reverent obedience
ask the blessing of Almighty God upon our endeavours. With
hearts grateful for the Divine guidance which has led us so far
towards our' goal, let us seek to be enlightened in our understanding and fortified in our courage in facing the sacrifices we
may yet have to make before our work is done." Our King thus
recognizes the need of the hand of God to be put forth in power
if we are to possess" the clear-sightedness and strength necessary
to the victory of our cause." We thank God for this public
recognition of the need of Divine wisdom and power, and we would
earnestly urge all our readers to give' themselves to special prayer
for the nation and empire on the first Sunday in the year, 1918.
Ezra, who was a priest of the family of Aaron, and "a ready
scribe in the law 01 .Moses," recognized fully the hand of God in
all that concerned him.
1. He speaks of it as a good hand. In verse 18 we read of "the
good hand of our God upon us." David felt 'that it was a good
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hand when"he said, "Let me fall now into the hand of the Lord; for
very great are His mercies: but let ·me not fall into the hand of
man" (1 Chron. xxi. 13). The hand of the Lord is full of good
things for His people. Goodness is one of His attributes, and His
goodness is continually being extended to His people. Goodness
and mercy shall follow them all the days of this new year. Great
goodness is laid up for them. Be of good comfort, ye children of
God! The good hand of your God will be upon you all the days
of the future. "The Lord is good unto them that wait for Him,
to the soul that seeketh Him" (Lam. iii. 25). His hand is " upon
all them for good that seek Him." Are you a seeker after God ~
Do you delight to draw near to Him ~ Then, His hand is upon
you for good. He is "a Rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him" (Heb. xi. 6). Who knows what blessing, personal and
national, will result from seeking the putting-forth of the Lord's
hand of power and mercy on the day appointed for special prayer ~
We know that our God will be true to His promises. "We know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to His purpose" (Rom. viii.
28). His hand is upon all them for good that seek Him, upon all
without exception. Each believer is one of the people of His
pasture and one of the sheep of His hand. Not one is forgotten
by Him.
2. The hand of our God is a controlling hand.
"The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of
water: He turneth it whithersoever He will" (Prov. xxi. 1).
This' was true of the heart of Artaxerxes the king of Persia. In
his reign Ezra went up from Babylon, "and the king granted
him all his request, according to the hand of the Lord his God
upon him" (Ezra vii. 6). The king made a decree allowing all
who were minded to do so to go up with Ezra to Jerusalem. The
king. and his counsellors freely offered silver and gold to the God
of Israel, and gave them to Ezra to take up with him. He gave
Ezra permission to take out of the king's treasure-house whatever
he might need for the house of God, and he commanded his officers
beyond the river to supply to Ezra whatever he might require.
By his decree he freed the priests, the Levites, and others from
.the obligation to pay toll, tribute, or custom. These and'other
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privileges the king granted to' Ezra, and Ezra ascribed all these
favours to Divine interposition. The good hand of the Lord' had
so controlled the heart of the king that Ezra's desires and needs
w,ere abundantly supplied (see Ezra vii. 11-28). Well might Ezra
say, "Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, Which hath put
such a thing as this in the king's heart" (v. 27). The Lord is the
same to-day. All hearts are still under His control. He worketh
all events after the counsel of His own will, and His good and
gracious hand controls all things and all men for the good of His
people. "Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him;
and He shall bring it to pass" (Psa. xxxvii. 5). We know, from
our own personal experience, that He cares for His people, and
that He uses His controlling hand for their benefit.
3. The ha~d of our God is a strengthening hand.
What feeble folk we are! What strength we continually need!
Our God is " the strength of Israel." " It is God that girdeth me
with strength" (Psa. xviii. 32). We l!:re each obliged to confess,
"I am as a man that hath no strength," but our God giveth
power to the faint, and to them that hath no might He increaseth
strength. The mighty hand of God is indeed a strengthening
hand. His hand is not shortened that it cannot save. He can
gird His people with strength forthe journey of life, for the battle
against sin, for the daily duties which fall to them, for all the
difficulties which may meet them, and for all the responsibilities
which may be laid upon them. It was a great undertaking for
Ezra to go up to Jerusalem with a large number of others. It is
thought that between six and seven thousand accompanied him.
But he was able to say, "I was strengthened as the hand of the
Lord my God was upon me " (Ezra vii. 28). Will it be otherwise
with thee, dear believing reader, as thou goest forward in the
journey of life ~ Is it not written, "As thy days, so shall thy
str.ength be" (Deut. xxxiii. 25)'~ Therefore thou canst say, ." I
will go in the strength of the Lord God" (Psa. lxxi. 16).
4. The hand of our God is a providing hand.
Ezra found it to be so. In his journey from Babylon he halted
at the river of Ahava and viewed the people who were with him,
but he found that none of the sons of Levi were among them.
Accordingly he sent messengers back to Iddo the chief, at the
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place Casiphia, with the request that he would send "ministers
for the house of our God." His request w.as responded to, and
Ezra attributed this provision of his need to "the. good hand of
our God upon us" (Ezra viii. 18). A providing hand indeed is
the hand of our God. Has it not been so during this time of high
prices? Never has He forsaken anyone of His people. He has
tested their faith. He has permitted them to be brought low.
Necessities have arisen which seemed at first sight to be impossible,
to supply. But He has wrought.. His hand has been extended.
It has been filled with bounties, and He has dispensed them to
His needy people in rich abundance.
5. The hand of our God is a delivering hand.
Ezra found this to be true in his own experience. The journey
to. Jerusalem from Babylon was a long one. The. direct route
was 520 miles, but usually large bodies of men travelled by a
circuitous route, which would make the distance to be traversed
much greater. Enemies lay in their path, and Ezra, having told
the king that the hand of their God was upon all them for good
that seek Him, was ashamed "to reqnire of the king a band of
soldiers and horsemen to help them against the enemy in the way."
Hence he proclaimed a fast and cried unto God to protect them
in the journey, and to lead them in the right way, and the Lord
heard their prayer. The result was that at the end of the journey
Ezra was able to say, " The hand of our God was upon us, and He
delivered us from the hand of the enemy, .and of such as lay in
wait by the way" (Ezra viii. 21-23, 31). What an encoumgement
all this was to their faith in God! Dost thou need guidance in
thy path, dear reader? Dost thou need deliverance from enemies
who lie in wait? Take courage from this record of God's delivering
mercies. Be assured that His hand is strong enough to deliver
thee from every foe and to overthrow every enemy who may
confront thee. Paul could say, "Who delivered us from so great
a death, and doth deliver: in Whom we trust that He will yet
deliver" (2 Cor. i. 10).
"The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all
Who on His succour trust."
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6. The hand of our God is a crowning hand.
It is a hand which bestows crowning mercies. Even here the
Lord frequently crowns our plans with success. He enables us
to begin, to proceed with, and to finish many undertakings. He
redeems our lives from destruction and crowneth us with lovingkindness and tender mercies. He crowned the undertaking of
Ezra with success. Journeying m~cies were granted, and he and
all his company after four months reached the earthly Jerusalem.
," For upon the first day of the first month began he to go up from
Babylon, and on the first day .of the fifth month came he to
Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon hirn" (Ezra
vii. 9). The Lord's people are journeying to the heavenly
Jerusalem. They look for the city which hath foundations whose
Builder and Maker is God. Everyone of the pilgrims to Zion
shall eventually reach the celestial city. The good hand of their
God shall be upon them all the way, and their feet will stand
within the gates of the Jerusalem which is above. Wherefore,
be of good courage! The hand of our God will be upon us for
good all through the coming year and all through our pilgrimage
journey. His hand is full of blessings for all the days of the new
year. His hand will control all things for the good of His people.
His hand will strengthen, help, and uphold. His right hand will
get for Himsel~ and for His people fresh victories and deliverances,
and He will crown the year with His goodness, according to His
good hand upon us.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE

EDITOR.

" THE mere presentation of truth, apart from the influences. of the
Spirit, can neither renew nor sanctify the heart."-Dr. Cltarles Hodge.
"THE other day I was talking to my bearer, and he said in reference
to Mohammedanism. that his religion was much like Christianity,
because he believed in one God. He said he had noticed in the six
months he had been with me, 'Master never drinks or swears, and
reads his Book.' I was astonished, and at the same time thankful
to God that he had noticed thes,e things. We have had several little
talks. I know you are praying for him. I have just bought aNew
Testament in Urdu from the Bible Society depot at Bombay, to give
to bim."-Letter from an Officer in India.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And when they came to M arah, they could not drink of the waters of
Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called
Marah. And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What
shall we drink? And he cried unto the Lord: and the Lord shewed
him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made
sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there
he proved them, and said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice
of the Lord Thy God, and wilt do. that which is right in His sight,
and wilt give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes,
I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought
upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that healeth thee."-ExoD.
xv. 23-26.

ISRAEL had been previously instructed as to their journey; as to
where to encamp, and as to what they would meet with in the devices
of the enemy to entrap and entangle them. They had been pursued
by Pharaoh, and though the High Hand of their God was yet raised
for their defence and deliverance, they murmur against Him, and say
unto Moses His servant, " Because there are no graves in Egypt, hast
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness 1 Wherefore hast thou
dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt 1" They are again
rallied by the words of their leader, "Fear ye not, stand still and see
the salvation of the Lord, which He will show you to-day: for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no
more for ever. The Lord sha.lI fight for you, and ye .shall hold your
peace." And it was so. The pillar of cloud went before, and then
removed and went behind them. The Egyptians pursued. T,he
children of Israel went forward; "into the midst of the sea upon
the dry ground, and the waters were a wall unto them on their right
hand and on their left." You know the wonderful history, dear
reader: how the Lord" looked unto the host of the Egyptians through
the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,
and took off their chariot-wheels, that they drave them heavily";
and how He made a passage for His people to go over dryshod; and
then how He made the waters to return in their strength and" overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea-and the waters returned
and covered the chariots and the horsemen and all the host of Pharaoh
that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as
one of them," whilst the children of Israel had passed clean over. " And
Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians;
and the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and His servant
Moses." Yes, in God's morning of deliverance, His children saw; they
feared and believed, and- they sang their song unto Him Who had so
wondronsly delivered them, and triumphed so gloriously. Now, I
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have somewhat enlarged upon their history previous to and COIisequent upon the passage of the Red Sea, that our thoughts may be
led up to the import of the time and circumstances connected with
our text. It was alter their passage through the Red Sea tbat they
were led about; had first to turn this way, then that; underwent
some cross marches, some devious turnings; going sometimes straight
forward, and then coming to a sudden halt. All these Divinely-ordered
" steps" were typical of the mysterious ways and windings of God's
Providences in regard to His true Israel a/th they have passed through
the red sea of the precious blood; after they have enjoyed some
measme of joy and deliverence and redemption, even the forgiveness
of their sins, and have seen something of the riches of His grace. But
their faith is to be tried and proved, and they ,vill learn, day by day,
the super-abounding grace and mercy of their God;· whilst they
learn more and more of the exceeding sinfulness of indwelling sin in
their own ungrateful hearts and wayward, treacherolls wills. Some
old writer has truly said: "It wants but affliction to stir up the scum,
and it will show us what is lurking in these evil hearts of ours." And
oh, how true it was of Israel! With all that they had proved of the
countless, tender mercies. by the way; of all the wonderful deliverances and persevering care; of all that their God showed and proved;
yet, here they are again'indnlging in their easily-besetting sins, and,
finding no water just to their hand, they murmur and repine-yes, and
think hard thoughts of their God! They had been rejoicing but snch
a short time before in such a great victory; 'and now, after three days'
wandering in the wilderness, are weary and faint and thirsty, and
because they "fonnd no water," and when they did, "could not
drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter," they murmured
and rebelled.
Oh ! . is not this a picture sadly true in its portrayal
of you and me, fellow-believer 1 We have seen and rejoiced in His
great work for us, and yet are beset by fears and forebodings, mnrmurings, rebellion, and nnthanb:fulness in some smaller trial by the
way! We forget that He Who hath delivered, will yet deliver; that
" He Who hath kept us hitherto, will keep us all the journey through; "
and that He Who has bought us with His precious blood, is pledged
to undertake for us every step of our pilgrimage, and with Christ. our
Heavenly Father will freely give us all things. And when trial aud
sorrow and affliction overtake us, we at once rebel. We forget that
we are called upon to "suffer with Him," to "bear about the marks
of the Lord Jesus," and that we thus "follow in His steps," and
should the rather count it an honour. " Did Christ my Lord suffer 1
And shall I repine 1" "Waters of a full cup are wrung out" to
some; and" many are the afHictions of the righteous." But their
mercy is, their Lord chooseth their afflictions for them, and "their
sorrows in His scale He weighs, and measures all their tears." And
He is not - oh marvellous pitying, forbearing mercy, and tender
condescension !-He is not deterred from His purpose to do them good.
"He changes not" His affections towards them, though they faint

.
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and rebel and murmur and kick at His chastenings and rebukes; it
is His determinate will to do them good in their latter end, and to
cause them to bless the Hand that reached to them this bitter potion.
And presently, very slowly," by gradual process" they do learn-because
it- is He Who can teach as none other-they learn that it is, "that
pride and self may fall, and Jesus Christ be all in all."
" And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters
of Marah, for they were bitter." They need another miracle from
their God; they need a further display of His mercy! And He is
not afar off-He is ready to save, heal, and deliver. "Moses cried
unto the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree, which when he
had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet." The Hebrews
declare this tree to be the ardiphne, a tree that bore flowers like lilies,
but very bitter. It is a sweet thought, and adds charm to the type
if it be so, that the very tree which brought life and healing, refreshing
and delight to the weary, thirsting people, contained "also the bitter
qualities which point to Christ's bitter sufferings by which His people
were redeemed and healed .
.. Is He a Tree? The world receives
Salvation from His healing leaves;

That righteous branch, that fruitful bough,
Is David's root and offspring now."

"An"d then there is the lesson that the waters of Marah are too bitter
for us to drink apart from the living, healing Tree. My sins! Oh,
the bitterness of them unless they have come under the Cross of Christ,
the healing Tree of Calvary! Where am I apart from this-away
from this spot 1 A whole catalogne of sins, failures, transgressions,
and iniquities rise as a mountain against me. I am unable to answer
for them-there is guilt on my conscience; filthy sins, foul sins, false
dealings; sins brought to light and hidden sin~; sins against a Holy
God; sins of omission and commission; yes, all makes it a burden
intolerable and too heavy to be borne; and of Marah's bitter waters
I cannot drink until I s~e the Tree which was cast into them, and
know that He has tasted it, drank it first for me. Yes, He was made
to drink of Redron's dark and bitter waters for me, and "therefore
shall He lift up His Head," and the head of everyone of His children,
for He drank those foul, polluted waters.. Bore all Incarnate God could bear,
With strength enough, and none to spare."
And He bore all that load for me, says the rcdeemed soul, which
will make Eternity far too short to praise Him in!
Then we see how this tree was of God's providing. Moses could
devise no earthly means whereby these waters could be made drinkable.
He did the only thing he could do, and that was the thing divinely
prescribed. "Moses cried unto the Lord." And are we not taught, "
" Call upon Me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me" 1 Does not this point to the Covenant plan of Salvation 1

" ,,
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Did not Jehovah-Jireh foresee and provide? It is all His work, from
beginning to end. He is both giver and gift. It is a Covenant scheme,
and Covenant Love and Power carried it through. " I will give Thee,"
said the Father, "for a Covenant of the people '.' (Isa. xlii. 6). And.
there is no contingency, no after-thought, no secondary devising of a
plan, but one glorious sovereign scheme worked out in the eternal
councils and manifested in due time; and that is how curse-laden,
sin-convinced sinners are grace-constrained, eternally saved, and
brought into the love, union, and glory of a Covenant salvation. ' And
it is thus we are made to rest our all on, and glory in, J ehovah Rophi,
the Lord that healeth thee. "Who healeth all thy diseases." Oh,
may we be kept looking to Him Who Himself took our infirmities,
bore our sicknesses, and by Whose stripes we are healed! Then it is
we can and do sing,, "Jesus heals the broken-hearted:
Oh! how sweet that sounds to me!
Once beneath my sin He smarted,
Groaned and bled to set me free."
And beloved reader, may we by grace remember, when brought to
Marah's waters, 'in sickness, in bodily suffering, in anguish of mind
or sorrow of heart, that as surely as' J ehovah had a purpose of mercy
in testing and trying His ancient people, so He has toward you and
me to-day. "There he made for them a statute and an ordinance,
and there He proved them." "That I may prove them," was His
Heart's purpose when He promised them bread from heaven, " a certain
rate every day" (Heb., " a portion of a day in his day"). And the
prayer 0'£ Agur was wise and good, when he prayed, "Give me neither
poverty nor riches; feed me with food conveuient for me." You and
I have also the Divinely-inspired prayer, " Give us this day our daily
bread." We are thus daily proved. We have our hand-basket portion,
our" certain rate"; none too much, nothing to spare it may be, but
God's enough. And if He crown it with His blessing, and thereby
prove us-and give us to prove Him, we shall lack nothing. We
shall abound, and "having all-sufficiency in all things, shall abound
in every good word and work," whilst we shall be daily taught with
dear Rutherford how "Holiness is not Christ, nor are the blossoms
and flowers of the Tree of Life the Tree itself. Men and creatures
may wind themselves in between us and Christ; and therefore the
Lord hath done much to take ont of the way all betwixt Him and us ;
there are not in our way now kings, nor armies, nor nobles, nor judicatories, nor strong holds, nor watchmen, nor godly professors. The
fairest things, and the most eminent in Britain, are stained and
have lost their lustre-only, only Christ keeps His greenness and
beauty, and remaineth what He was."
May He therefore Who has been, and is, "precious" unto His
believing people, be increasingly precious. May His trees of righteousness, His own right hand's planting, be planted by the rivers of water,
bring forth much fruit, and spreading for'.h their roots as Lebanon,

'
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grow up into Christ in all things, and learn daily that double growth
-downward out of self and upward into Christ, and thus prove,
" Because I live, ye shall live also."
Thus praise tunes our song as we sing in hope,H

By grace a free partaker made

Of His Immortal root,
I know my branch shall never fade,
Nor cease from yielding fruit."

R.

Senn01Hl nnll Notes of .$mnolls.
"HE WENT FORTH."
NOTES

OF

A

SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT
BRISTOL, BY THE REV. J AMES ORMISTON.

CHURCH,

" When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples
over the brook Cedron, wlleTe.was a garden, into the which He entered,
and His disciples."-JoHN xviii. 1.

THIS is the first verse immediately succeeding the wonderful prayer
we have had before us on several occasions. We still feel held by
that prayer, the words of which are so satisfying to our souls and
hope. It surely is a good thing to linger over it and dwell much
upon it. We bear in mind that each verse of chapter xvii. was
spoken by Jesus, and no one else. None interrupted that worship
and devotion, which were perfect, a prayer that none ever attained
to. So we value these words above rubies, and long to come into
closer fellowship with Him. He remembered each of His people in
His marvellous 'prayer. To Him past, present, and future were one
Now. His heart was set on this one tIling, that His people should
have the blessing that His blood bought for them. First, they were
words of love towards His Father which operated on His soul, and
He spake accordingly. He always spake in accordance with His
Father's purposes, so that all will be brought to pass that He asked.
Every vessel ordained will have a part in the blessings He asked
for. We often weigh over these words to find out what they mean.
There is a time coming when the Lord will instruct us more perfectly;
what we know not now we shall know hereafter. Our minds are
like leaking vessels, we lose much of what we hear, though we' would
retain it, so soon we lose the grasp of the truth, so ShOlt a time it
exercises a definite hold on us. The Lord asked for those things He
knew His Father had made ready to give; He knew His Father's
plans, He did not overstate nor overask at His Father's hands. The
Lord asked in His Own Name, righteousness, and perfection, knowing
His Father always heard Him, so that He would not ask in vain. His
faith did not waver though His doom was close. He trusted and was
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not afraid. His Father was satisfied with the ordeal endured by
His Son.
" He went forth." He had been going forth from the days of
eternity, from of old-going forth to this garden, this place of judg. ment, where the wrath of God was to fall 'upon Him. When Jesus
had completed His words He "went forth." It was His Own act
aud deed to give Himself. All through you find that He ga~e Himself.
Whatever justice demanded He yielded with both hands. That was
His preparation for going forth with the full knowledge of what
a waited Him. He went "with His disciples," with His people. He
identified Himself with them to pay for what He never took, to pay
their debts. His disciples went with Him but understood none of
these things. Jesus stepped forward and submitted Himself in
character aud obedience for them.
They went across "the brook Cedron." Its waters of judgment
had flowed for centuries, but the disciples did not understand. Jesus
knew why He crossed the Cedron-its name signifies "black," or
"sad," so it was a sad scene throngh which Jesus passed leading Hif>
disciples with Him. They did not understand the spiritual import,
but that did not hinder Jesus. This stream that flowed from the
Temple and received the offal, not consumed, from the offerings, was.
always running, bearing a test.imony to the sacrifice offered within
the Temple. They were the waters of death, moving slowly, and
downwards and downwards always, to the Dead Sea.. There is a
vast meaning in all this, dear friends, representing the sins that had
been imputed, for figuratively the sacrifice took away sin if offered
according to God's fixed law. This stream is thus representative, as
bearing away the damnation attached to sin, so it flowed on always
downwards to the Dead Sea. The sins ·of God's people were borne
away by the imputation of them to Jesus. He bore them away
to the land of forgetfulness for all the vast number of His dear saints,
comprising the Church of the Firstborn, whose names are written in
Heaven.
" Where toas a garden." We read of one early in the Book, where
the first Adam fell, and there was a garden in which we see the last
Adam-not the second Adam, because there is no other. The first
Adam betrayed his children, and then God trusted no other man but
chose the Man of His right hand, the convenient Man, the only One
Who could contract for sinners. And so He made Himself the
Substitute of sinners, even chief sinners. He Himself without spot
and blameless, Jesus without sin, suffered for gnilty sinners. Dwell
lLuch on that, it is real and eternally real. Christ died for sinners,
real sinners, and died really suffering, and will die no more. He has
passed from death unto life, the Head of a living family.
" I nio the which He entered, and H is di~ciples "-a garden answering
to that one where took place the destruction of man, this, where
the Lord brought salvation to us who believe. Salvation is all of
faith, trusting God to do the truth and speak the truth, trusting
2
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Him never to turn. We need such a salvation for souls so undone
as we are. The disciples asseII)bled with Jesus the Burden-bearer,
though they little entered into His sorrow. That wonderful hymn
we sing grows more and more precious to me :-.
"Christ has done the mighty work;
Nothing left for us to do "nor for these His disciples, though they understood it not till the Holy
Ghost was given them. He gives light. here a little, there a little,
beginning with small things, but the Lord's pledge is· this to give
more abundantly. Think, beloved friends, those disciples in a few
hours had all forsaken Him and fled, and so should we have, had we
been there with these hearts of ours which are no better than theirs;
it is all of grace, free grace, sovereign grace, grace without failure.
Let us prize it without measure day by day, and manifest its blessedness by seeking to walk more as it becometh us according to the
Gospel. The Lord's redeemed people work not to get salvation but
because they have it-that is Gospel obedience wrought out of necessity
by the saints; they can not help it, they must, and what they can
not do He does by them. Your obedience of to-day is yet according
to God, though feeble. It works not only a full but a joyful salvation.
God would have His people happily saved. How can we thank Him
sufficiently for these things 1 May we be among those children of
God who are looking for a change for the better. We have just lost
a highly esteemed and valued fellow-worshipper in dear Mr. Vigour.
I spoke to him about two weeks ago, and he said how well he was;
bnt to be with the Lord is far better.
May the Lord give us grace that we may be re"ady, ready to respond
to His call in spirit if not in word: Here am I-ready. The Lord
has promised us these things in His blessed Word. May He ever
add to us more and more in the things of God, for His holy Name's
sake. Amen.
THE SOJOURNER IN MESECH.
" Woe is me that I sojourn in Mesech."-PSA. cxx. 5.
HE is not experimentally ignorant of that spiritual conflict set forth
in Romans vii., sovereign grace having exercised him in it. He is
one of Christ's true mourners when after delighting in the law of God
after the. inward man he owns: "But I see another law in my members
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin which is in my members," even as one that is drawn
into death, deeply convinced of his need of that mighty power that
worketh in all the called saints, and who is constrained to say, " Draw
me, we will run after Thee."
.. Lord, draw me by Thy secret touch,
o.r backward I shall start;
.
For sure I want entreating much,
So fearful is my heart."-Berridge.
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This sojourner grieves to find himself at no time exempt from the
various ills that flesh is heir to, from the trouble that man that is born
of a woman is the subject of by Adam's transgression, or the one event,
death temporal, that happeneth to all-wise and foolish. As Noah
had his time to sojourn amidst the violence that filled the earth before
the Flood, Lot his time to sojourn in Sodom before its destruction,
and Paul such surroundings as to be borne of the soldiers for the violence
of the people, even so to-day this sojourner in Mesech finds the truth
of Christ's Word, " In the world ye shall have tribulation," therefore
woe is me, but" in Me ye shall have peace." Blessed be. God for that.
.. They may on the main of temptation be toss'd;
Their sorrows may swell as the sea.;

But none of the ransom'd shall ever be lost;
The rigbteous sball bold on his way."
This sojourner also finds himself many, many times so shut up that
he cannot come forth, a spring of gratitude, love, praise, and thanksgiving-shut up-a fountain of joy sealed, and standing in need of the
joy of God's salvation, being restored unto him. And when it is
restored to him, how brief the time is till he is again constrained to
say.. My soul that now in Goshen dwells,
Anon in Mesech mourns."

He is surrounded with the anxieties, cares, vexations, crooks, losses,
and crosses of the present time-state. Yea, so as to feel his deep
need of the Saviour's caution, " And take heed to yourselves lest at
any time your hearts be over-charged with surfeiting and drunkenness
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares."
M made a witness to the truth of " Finished Salvation he finds himself surrounded on all sides with waters on which the great whore
sitteth, even peoples, multitudes, and tongues, all intoxicated with
the errors and idolatries of Rome; he has to bear his individual
,,~tness against this and that in opposition to those who say, " A confederacy," and his being in an attitude of no compromise, no peace
with Rome, it is at times depressing to him, and;> "Woe is me," that
men are blind to these evils, and cannot perceive God's most solemn
and righteous judgments because of them. He asks, Think you' it
an incredible thing that God should visit a nation with trouble because
of its apostasy to .Popish idolatry? Hath He said He wiH do it?
Is He able to do it? Yea, as certainly as He will, by and b~', raise
the dead. So we conclude again with Henry Fowler" Surrounded with sorrows, temptations, a.nd cares,

This truth witb delight we survey,
And sing as we pass through tbis valley of tears,
'l'be rigbteous shall hold on his way."
Birlrellhead.
G. A. .
•
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"HIM WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND
WHICH IS TO COME."

AT the threshold of another new year of grace it is very natural and
usual to pause for a space, looking round upon the present condition of
affairs, also calling to mind the past, and anticipating the future.
With what rejoicing the believer sees Christ Himself in all. Him
which is-the smile of the present. Him which was-the sunshine of
the past. Him which is to come--tbe glory of the fnture. Himself
interlaced and predominating in lI-ll.
Look for a few rilOments at the present. Truly, there is darkness
around, sorrow and woe in many lands; yet we know He is Himself
overruling all, not only overruling but carrying out His own purposes.
" The Lord Te;gneth," as a dear friend remarked a short time ago. It
is not the Lord did reign, or the Lord shall reign, though these are true,
but the Lord Teigneth, that is, ;-8 reigning now. So His plans are not
retarded or hindered, but these event<3 are even now fulfilling His
purposes. "Behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling facc."
He sees the rosy future of His bright designs being worked out now.
He sees" the other side."
Turning from the survey of the world aroufld, view His personal
dealings with thyself, dear reader.- Is He not now, even now, thy very
present help, thy constant unfailing Friend, thy Jehovah-Rophi, thy
J ehovah-Tsidkenu, thy J ehovah-Jireh. Amid all that is perplexing
He speaks to thy heart, "Underneath aTe the everlasting arms." "I
am with thee." "The Father Himself loveth you."
Survey His dealings in the past. See how He called into being the
universe, and formed man from dust in His own image. See His
gracious dealings when man fell, the immediate promise of a Saviour,
and note His dealings in all subsequent history in the Bible. How
faithfully He warned, how wonderfully He delivered, how patient and
tender and trne in all His ways. Note also His vohmtary sacrifice for
sins which was typified for ages by the' sacrificial offerings in the
Temple. See in His death, His burial, His resurrection, His fellowship,
His ascension.into glory, thine own title to redemption, salvation, and
fulness of joy for evermore. I know well, dear child of God, thou canst
trace His own marvellous dealings with thyself personally in the past,
how He brought thee into the knowledge of living union with Himself
and of His Covenant purposes with thee. See how He has led and fed
no£ only in nature but in grace. Oh! what volumes could be written
of the retracings of the past displaying the personal dealings of God
With His loved children. Truly it is God" Which Was."
.
And" Which is to come." This is the blessed hope that fills us wit'"
eager expectations. For we "wait for His Son from heaven." We
look for Jesus Who shall so come in like manner as He went. It is
marvellous to observe and to hear on all sides how this blessed expectancy is deepening and spreading. We see it in casual meetings with
friends, in travelling with strangers, in letters, in the press, in fireside
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conversations, and in the heart of the believer. His closing meditations, his waking thoughts, are embodied in one sentence, " He is coming-coming soon." As we read the papers, magazines, books, one
prominent feature is the onward march of events leading up to the
soon-coming One. We are entering upon another year, a new year.
Ere it close we may have been caught np in the air to our coming Lord,
and with Him, together with them, the beloved now sleeping ones, be
for ever with the Lord. The vision is sure-and it is not far off.
Note the order in which the times occur in this descri-ption of our
Lord. First" which is." . In our own chrono]0irY we should say past,
present, future-but He begins with the present, the now. Seize the
,ww for witnessing, for working, for loving, for abiding in Him, for
blessed commnnjon, for' trusting, though not seeing.
Next, " which was." From what He has been we know the pledge
of what He is now. We often speak of experience as a qnalification.
Dear r""der, we have experieneed His faithh,lness. Let us now rest
upou I-lis unchanging love which was.
Then, " whinh is to nome." "Still there's more to follow" was the
refrain of a hymn which was popular years ago. And how true it is.
In all time to come, whether it be moments, or hours, or davs, or weeks,
or years, yet He which is tQ come will be ever living andlo';"ing, circling
the future, as t,he past and the present, with His protecting, sweet
presence. He will keep the best tQ the last. We are assured, "How
great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid "p."
It is interestingly sweet to read the connections in which these words
ocr·ur in the Book of Revelation. In chapter i. 8 we see the benediction.
of the Seer, " Grace be unto you, and peace trom llim which is, and
which was, and which is to come." Grace, that is favour, and" in
His favour is life." The very atmosphere of His grace or 1..-indness is
satisfying and vivifying. We momentarily drink of the river of His
grace.
" Oh! ·to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be! "

.

Yes, Rnd not only daily bnt momentarily. "I will water it every
moment," said the Lord of His vineymd of old. "Grace first contrived
a way to save rebellious man," and grace marked the carrying out and
completion of that way. Grace is the foundation, grace laid the cornerstone Christ Jesus, and
"Grace all the work shall crown
Through everlasting days:
It lays in heaven the topmost atone,
And well deserves the praise."

" Grace he unto you and peace," the peace which passeth all under·
standing, for He Himself is our Peace, and Hjg exceeding great love
." passeth knowledge." We often hear in these war-stricken days of
"a lasting peace." Ah! poor world, is there anything lasting in
thee ~ Is there any earthly contract seCUl'e ~ No, only the .everlasting
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peace of Jesus and in Jesus is cert..'\in. "_'1"y peace I give unto you,
1Iot as the world giveth, give I unto you." "These things have I spoken
unto you, that in }I'le ye might have peace." Peace through the blood
of His cross.
.. Peace. perfect peace, in this dark world of sin! "
The blood of Jews whispers peace within."

Do let us note the continued description of the Giver of grace and
peace, " Him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from
the seven spirits which are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ,
Who is the faithful Witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the
Prince of the things of the earth."
Then in verse 8 we have the reassuring declaration, "I am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord. Wmch is,
and wmch was, and wmch is to come, the Almighty." Just think!
To be bound .up with Him, to be enclosed witmn Himself, the Author
and Finisher. We are His workmanship, and He takes all the ollter
coverings as well as the inner pages. Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the euding. \-Vhat He begins, He will most assuredly carry
through and finish.
U

The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete."

And His gracious work is for all time and all eternity. In the succeeding mentions of " Him which is, and which was, and is to come," we
find praise, all praise. Thus benediction and assurance culminate, as
they always do, in praise.
Beioved, " lie shall bear the glory and shall sit upon His throne,"
and we shall be "faultless before His glory." To tmnk of that il\
beyond all words. We eau only wouder, adore, and love. Faultless
before the Throne of His glory--the glory wmcll is far exceeding all
mortal description, the abundant glory of " Him "'mch is, and wmch
was, and which is to come" Think of it, and be of good cheer. "The
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory."
NETTlE.

THE E'fERNAL SONSHIP OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.
HAVING been led lately to meditate upon the blessed and sacred subfeet of the Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ, I determined to submit
the following to writing for the purpose of the press, if the Lord will,
prayerfully seeking His guidance and blessing thereon.
" And now, 0 Father; glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, with
the glory which I had with Thee before the world was" (John xvii. 5).
" For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. Hi).
" And, 10, a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in
Whom I am well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17).
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" For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh" (Rom. viii. 3),
"In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through Him" (1 John iv. 9).
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever" (Heb.
xiii. 8).
" I (the LORD, .see preceding context) will declare the decree: the
LORD hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten
Thee" (Psa. ii. 7).
The foregoing Scriptures clearly and perfectly state the sacred and
fundamental truth of the Eternal Souship of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Chri.st, a truth declared by our Lord Himself, testified in prophecy
by Qld Testament saints, taught by New Testament disciples who were
followers of Him, aud held as a fundamental article of faith by the
Church of England (see Article 11), set forth in the Athanasian Creed,
the Catechisms, and Confession of Faith of the Westminster Aasembly,
and revealed to the children of God in all ages by the power and blessing
of God the Holy Ghost.
Though this paper deals with the immutable basis of this truth
as laid by Holy Scripture, I would remind my,readers of the powerful
testimony borne to our Redeemer's Eternal Sonship by divines in
all ages, amongst whom I would name Dr. Owen, Dr. Goodwin, Dr.
Gill, Dr. Hawker, 'John Bunyan, William Huntington, J. C. Philpo.t,
and a great cloud of other witnesses.
In meditating upon this wonderful subject in which the great plan
of redemption is revealed, the mind is solemnized at the vastness of
Jehovah's everlasting love, even the love of God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Ghost, in choosing in Christ to everlasting
love and blessedness a multitude that no man can number of poor
sinners ruined by the fall.
" Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given
to us of God.
" Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual" (1 Cor. ii. 12, 13).
Contemplate the passages of God's Holy Word instanced as proofs
of the eternal Sonship of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
John xvii. 5. In these and the preceding sacred words which Jesus
spake to the Father, He declares the Divine relationship and glory
which He had with the Father" before the world was," and therefore
from eternity. See His reply to PhiJip's reqnest to show them (the
disciples) the Father; He manifested to Philip the wonderful mystery
of the oneness and unity of God the Father and God the Son.
" Philip saith unto Him, Lord, show us the Father, and it Bufficeth us.
" Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet
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hast thou not known Me, Philip'? He that hath seen Me hath seen
the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?
" Believest thou not tha.t I am in the Father, and the Father in Me ?
The words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself, but the Father
that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works" (John xiv. 8-10),
This surely is confirmatory proof of His Divine nature as Son for" The Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is
. all one: the Glory equal, the Majesty co-eternaL "-Quotation from
the Creed of Athanasius.
To assert that the Sonship of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
refers to His manhood only, or that it is a name of office dependent
upon the Covenant of Grace, is to deny His possession of this Sonship
prior to His incarnation, which is contrary to the revealed truth of
God's written Word, and is therefore God-dishonouring.
John iii, 16. Further, see the blessed teaching of our Lord in His
gracious utterance to Nicodemus, viz., the wondrous purpose of God's
Covenant of grace to those" born again" (see verses 3, 5, and 6 of this
chapter), which is here communicated for the instruction and consolation of the mystical members of Christ's Body the Church of Godtbe love of God the Father in the gift of His only begotten Son, " that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." In Revelation xiii. 8, this glorious Person of the Godhead is
.typically described as "The Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world," which definitely shows His Divine relationship as the eternal
Son of God.
Notice the exact wording: "For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son." The language is plain and unmistakable, the terms are according to the Covenant of Grace, in the councils
of eternity, and clearly state that God gave His well beloved Son before
His incarnation, i,e., He was His Son from eternity "in the bosom
of the Father" (John i. 18), and not, as some erroneously say, that
His Sonship refers to His manhood only, or when" He took on Hin,
the seed of Abraham " (Heb, ii. 16).
.
Matthew iii. 17. Here, God the Father, by the miraculous operation
of Hi~ Spirit" descending like a dove and lighting upon Him "-His
beloved Son-declares the eternal Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ;
for the Son of God, ro-equal and co-eternal with God the Father, in
His comforting words to His disciples recorded in John xvi., at the
28th verse, says :-" I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again
I 'leave the world, and go to the Fatber."
And in Jollll viii. 58, He said in reply to the blasphemous l'tterance
of the Jews"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am."
There can be bnt one meaning of these sacred portions, which is,
He came fortb from the Father" as the Eternal Son of God "into
this world," and that He left the world as the Eternal Son of God to
go to the Father.
H
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Romans viii. 3 reveals the eternal Sonship of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ-the Sent One of God the Father--for the mighty
work of redemption of the elect family of Gon, "according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father" (1 Peter i. 2).
One of the prominent themes of this Scripture is God the Father
" sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin (marginal reading, "by a sacrifice for sin "), condemned sin in the flesh."
Whom did God the Father send 1 His own .Son. Then it follows
beyond all controversy that the glorious Sent Cne was the Messenger
of the Covenant, the Word-the Eternal Son of God. See Ma!achi
iii. 1, and John i. 1.
The Apostle Paul in his First Epistle to Timothy (iii. 16), in divinely
inspired langnage, teaches the sacred truth that" God was ffi'tnifested
in the flesh," one of the glorious Persons of Jehovah, the eternal Son
of God;" And, without controversy great is the mystery of godliness; God
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up iuto glory."
Such is the inspired testimony of Paul, who was" ordained a preacher,
and an apostle, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity" (1 Tim.
ii. 7).
1 John iv. 9. The Holy Spirit, by John, in this verse and in the
context, teaches the grand pnrposes of the Covenant of Grace of God
the Father in sending" His only begotten Son into the world," setting
forth the great design of the salvation of His people, that by the complexity of His natures, human and Divine·-the Son of God, and the
Son of Man-the redemption from sin of His elect would be completed.
The Scriptures contain abundant proof of His eternal Sonship, as has
already heen shown. The following Scriptures, amongst many others,
show that the term" the Son of Man" always refers to His incarnation ;"And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His
head" (Matt. viii. 20).
" But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth
to forgive sins, (then saith He to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up
thy bed, and go unto thine house" (Matt. ix. 6).
"For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sahbath Day" (Matt.
xii. 8).
" Saying, The SQn of Man must suffer mll-ny things, and be rejected
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised
the third day" (Luke ix. 22).
Hebrews xiii. 8. "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for eYer."
The Lord Jesus Christ in this Scripture is presented to view in the
eternity of two of His sacred charaeters, viz., the Saviour of the
childreu of God, and the Anointed of God the Father, and three periods
are stated in which He is ever the same; the same in eternity past,
the same to-day, and the same to eternity.
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From t.his portion shines forth with heavenly lustre the altogether
loveliness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and the following
wondrous truths of sovereign grace:1. The eternity of His Sonship in the great work of redempt,ion as
the Saviour of the whole elect family of God from the found"tion of
the world, the Redeemer of Old Test"ment saints as well as those of
the New Testament, and through all the ages to the end of the world,
. 2, The eternity of His Name as the Anointed of God the Holy Ghost
Which proceedeth from God the Father,
Psalm ii. 7. This Scripture has been quoted' by those who hold
that the Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ consists in the complexity
of His Godhead and Manhood, but this is untenable, Consider the
text. God the Son is the Almighty Declarer of the decree of J ehovah
concerning the kingdom of Christ; and the words of J ehovah-God
the Father, and Jehovah the Spirit-to the Eternal Son of God are
to be spiritually considered as His Eternal Now, for" One day with
the LORD is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day,"
8. spiritual figure of speech for eternity,
"But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thonsand years as one day"
(2 Peter iii. 8).
Further, look at the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar by the inspiration
of Goel the Holy Ghost, "s recorded in the Book of D"niel.
" He answered and said, J"o, I see four men loose, walking in the
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth
is like the Son of God."
"Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, wbo hath sent His Angel, and
delivered His servants that trusted in Him, and have changed the
king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor
worship any god, except their own God" (Daniel iii. 25 and 28),
In this Scripture the eternal Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ is
declared,
The Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation reveal the attributes,
characters, and offices of the sacred Person of the Lord Jesus Christ,
all of which are, like Himself, eternal; for He is the Alpha and Omega,
the First and the Last, the eternal Son of God,
l\

Descend from heav'n, celestial Dove:

With flames of pure seraphic love
Our ravish'd breasts inspire.
Fountain of joy, blest Paraclete,

Warm our cold hearts with heav'nly heat,
And set our souls on fire.

"Thou with the Father and the Son
Art that mysterious Three-in-One,

. God blest for evermore:
Whom though we cannot comprehend,
Feeling Thou art the sinner's Friend,
We love Thee and adore,"-Hart,
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HIS MANHOOD alone refers to His perfect, spotless, pure, and
sinless humanity in His wondrous incarnation. See His words to
" a·certain man," who said, "Lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever
Thou goest" ;" And Jesus said nnto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head"
(Luke ix. 58).
In conclusion, consider the following few portions which, together
with many others beside, shed further light upon this deep subject as
prophetically reeorded in the Old Testament;Exodus iii. 2.
" The Angel of the LORD."
Isaiah vii. 14.
"Immanuel," "God with us."
Isaiah ix. 6.
"Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The
Prinee of Peaee."
Zeehm'iah iii. 8.
" The Brand!."
Zeehariah xiv. (l.
" King over all the earth."
"The grass wit.hereth, the flower fadeth; but the Word of our
God shall stand for ever" (Isa. xi. 8).
"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not aecording
to this Word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isa. viii. 20).•
2'3, Plympton Road,
EBENEZER CARR.
Brondesbury, London, N. W.6.
November, 1917.
THE NIGHT COMETH.
'~THE night cometh." In the mouth of the Lord Jesus these words
had a peculiar significance. The night which came to Jesus was the
result of our sin, the fruit of our disobedience; it was the hour and
power of darkness. His love to us was willing to enter even into this
night. Jesus died; believers only fall asleep. Jesus was made sin
for ns; nay, He was made a curse, and entered into the agony of
the three hours, when God hid from Him His countenance. Believers
do not see death; .for" the sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law; but thanks be to God, whieh giveth us the vietory."
Let us therefore not be afraid of the night.; let us work iu Christ and
for Christ while it· is day. This is the solemnifY, the unique importanee
of our life-day, that it stands in immediate eonnection with that day,
when the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give the erown, the reward
for labour, to all His disciples. The Apostle Paul looked from the
hour of his departure, when he finished his course, having kept the
faith, to the appearing of our Lord. He looked past the intervening.
period. It has uo relation to his uJtimate reward. The night which
comes to believers is rest, but rest in communion with Christ; it is
sleep, but sleep in Jeuss. They rest from their labours, waiting for
the resurreetion morning, when Christ shall appear and they with
Him (John viii. 51; 1 Cor. xv. 55-57; 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8). -Adolph Saphir.
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THINKING OR KNOWING.
KNOWLEDGE may be described as "personal acquain~ance gained
by actual experience." I
It is sometimes said of a man, " He knows all about farming," or
what.ever his occupation may be; the meaning being that he ha.
an actual personal acquaintance with the trade or occupation in which
he is engaged, and that he is not a mere theoretical talker.
Bearing this definition in mind, let us turn to and consider two
passages from the Word of God.
In JeIemiah xxxi. 34, we read, "Know the Lord," and in Job xxii.
21, wc are thus exhorted, " AC'luaint now thyself with God [see margin]
and be at peace: thereby good shall come lmto thee." To all intent"
and purposes th""e two portions of Scripture contain the same directions.
To the earnest seeker after salvation these words come with real
force. He or she wants to know God as He has revealed Himself in
and through the Lord Jesus. Such a person is convinced that no
other kind of knowledge can satisfy the soul. As such a person considers the injunction, "Acquaint thyself now with God and be at
peace," it is more or less definitely brought home to such an one',
mind that the Lord Jesus has said, "Search the Scriptures . . .
for they testify of Me" (John v. 39). That is to say, the Scripture.
reveal or make known the Lord Jesus. This is their purpose. God
having given His Son, the Lord Jesus, to be the Saviour of all who
put their faith and trust in Him, has also given the Scripture~ to publish
full particulars regarding Him, that men Illay thereby be made wise
unto salvation through faith in Him (2 Tim. iii. 15).
The Lord Jesus is the Way to God (John xiv. 6).
U

All other ways go far astray,
How fair Boe'er they seem."

There is no possibility of knowing God except as He has graciously
revealed Himself in the Lord Jesus. Israel of old learned this when
they heard God's voice, and behold the awe-inspiring grandeur a8
Mount Sinai quaked greatly, and amidst thunders and lightnings, the
Lord d""cended upon it in fire ("Ex. xix. 16, 18). Then they cried out
to Moses, "Speak thou with us, and we will hear, but let not God
speak with us, lest we .die" (Ex. xx. 19). The Lord declared to
Moses, " They have well spoken, that which they have spoken" (Dent.
xviii. 17), and then He made the promise that He will speak to men
throngh the Lord Jesus (Deut. xviii. 18, 19).
Well may the inspired Apostlc exhort us to seek for grace that" we
may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, for our God
is a consuming fire" (Heb. \ii. 28, 29). God's holiness is so perfect
and transcendent that no imperfection can endure before it.
How precious does this make the Lord Jesus appear! It is only
in Him-the Beloved-that we can be accepted (Eph. i. 6) .. His
prayer is granted, and all believers are made perfect in Him (John
xvii. 23).
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Is not this sufficient evidence of the absolute importance of personally knowing the Lord Jesus 1 No devices or inventions of man can
by any means provide a substitute for the Lord Jesus.
Men may think they have discovered a new way to heaveu, and
if they advertise their plan sufficiently they ,,~Il secure many adherents,
but nevertheless the Word of God remains unshakeahle. "There is
none other Name under heaven given among men whereby we must
be saved" (Acts iv. 12).
In the ordinary affairs of life men ,mdertake· to run various risks;
they may rely upon their plans, schemes, de"~ces, opinions, ideas,
and theories, ann no eternal loss be incurred, but in the all-important
matter of salvation men must know. There must be no risk run.
It is not presumption to believe the Word of God. That Word
assures us that to as many as receive the Lord Jesus into their affections,
so that He becomes to them more than all else, there is given the
privilege to become a son of God (John i. 12), and to all who do thus
receive Him, or believe in Him, there is given the Spirit, Who witnesseth
within them that they are the children of God (Rom. viii. 16). Is
this glorious privilege and certainty to be cast away, because some
doubt it 1 What! doubt the Word of Him Who cannot lie or deceive!
Perish the thought!
Job could say, "I know that my Redeemer liveth" (Job xix. 25).
Paul could write, "I know Whom I have believed, and I am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day" (2 Tim. i. 12).
The Lord Jesus said, "I know that His commandment is life everlasting" (John xii. 50), "and this is His commandment, that we
should believe on the Name of His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John iii. 23).
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts
xvi. 31). The Lord knows those who" seek Jesus" (Matt. xxviii. 5),
and the sure and certain promise is, " Seek and ye shall find ". (Matt.
vii. 7). And, when a man finds, he knows it. The blind man to
whom the Lord Jesus gave sight said, " One thing 1 know, that whereas
I was blind, now I see" (John ix. 25). He did not think his blindness
was gone; he kneu' it. Here, then, is encouragement for all who,
realizing their spiritual blindness, turn to the Lord Jesus· and seek
for a saving sight of Himself.
P. 1. B.
SPIRITUAL LIGHT.
is much instruction in the Word of God on this subject. Darkness represents what is evil, light what is good. In a spiritual sense
" darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the people" (Isa. Ix. 2).
l·hose only upon whom spiritual light has shone (Jolm iii. 21) are capable of discerning spiritnal things; and they alone can distinguish the
difference between light and darkness (2 Cor. iv. 6), becaue they have
experienced both. It is indeed true tbere is a}alse light, produced by
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the free-will of man, which ends in darkness, as saith the Lord in
Isaiah L 11; and Jesus says; "If therefore the light that is in thee be
darkness, how great is that darkness" (Matt. vi. 23)! The true light
is not only opposed to darkness, but it differs essentially from false
light, As a matter of fact, it is to be feared that most either are walking in darkness (1 John i. 6), or in the light of "sparks of their own
kindling," as in the ahove-cited solemn portion from Isaiah. How
very necessary then is the Holy f'lpirit's teaching, 'Vho alone ean
instruct us unto the heavenly mystery of spiritual light!
Now CHRIST is the true Light (John i. 9). He is the Sun of Righteousness (MaL iv. 2), Whose sacred beams disperse the darkness, cheer
the spirit, enlighteu the mind, and dispense healing virtue, as He
shines upon His own in love, mercy, joy, and peace. The WORD is
" also a light (Psa. cxix. 105) unto our path," to show what kind of a
way we are in; and a " lamp unto our feet," to reveal where our steps
are placed..
The Lightofthe SPIRI'I' sheds His sacred rays in the heart (Eph. v. 13),
revealing what is there in convinoing of sin; and what is not there, as
He teaches us our need. This is the Divine Search-light, which makes
manifest the. hidden things of darkness, and chases the datkness away.
There is the Light of GRACE, which is "sown for the "righteous"
(Psa, xcvii. 11) in the most trying and perplexing dispensations; and
as it springs up, in due tinIe, it illumines the heart and the path, just
to the degree in which it is possessed. We had better have a very
small gleam of the true light of Divine grace in our hearts, than be left
to the doom of the deceived, whose lamps go out just when most needed
(Matt. xxv. 8).
The Light of KNOWLEDGE is put in "earthen vessels" (2 Cor. iv.
6, 7). This is that knowledge of the Lord (Isa. lii. 6), and of Christ
(PhiL iii. 10), by the teaching of the Great Instructor of all saint."
which constitutes our life (John xvii. 3). This Divine knowledge
shines out when the earthen vessels are broken to pieces, even as it
was with the light in Gideon's pitchers.
The,FEAR OF Gon is a light (Prov. xvi. 6) possessed by the godly;
and it is fed by the holy oil, never quite expiring, though often very
dim. Still, the fear of the Lord is
11

An unctuous Hgbt

To all that's right,
A har to all that's wrong."
Lastly, there is the Light of PROVlDENCF., which sometinIes seems to
fluctuate exceedingly; shining brightly, brightly for a season, then
dark shadows gather, and nothing but gloom appears, so that" men
see not the bright light that is in the clouds" (Job xxxvii. 21). But
even then, faith sometimes sings"Behind a frowning Providence,
He hides a smilinR Face."

Bath.

E. C.
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SURRENDER OF JERUSALEM TO THE BRITISH.
THE following historic announcement was made in the British House
of Commons by Mr. Bonar Law (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), on
Monday afternoon, December 10th, 1917 ;" General Allenby reports that on the 8th he attacked the enemy's
positions south and west of Jerusalem. Welsh and Home County
troops, advancing from the direction of Bethlehem, drove back the
enemy, and, passing Jerusalem on the east, established themselves on
the Jerusalem·Jericho road.
" At the same time the London Infantry. and dismounted Yeomanry
attacked strong enemy positions west and north-west of Jerusalem,
and established themselves astride the Jerusalem-Shechem road.
" The Holy City being thus isolated was surrendered to Sir Edmund
Allenby by the Mayor on Dec. 9. (Cheers.)
"The British Political Officer, together with the British Governor
of the City, accompanied by British, French, Italian, and Indian
Mohammedan Guards, is on his way to safeguard the city aud the
holy places. General Allenby proposes to enter the city officially on
Dec. 11, accompanied by the commanders of the French and Italian
contingents and the head of the French political mission.
"The capture of Jernsalem has been in some degree delayed in consequence of the great care which has been taken to avoid damage to
sacred places in and around the city. (Cheers.)"
In connection with the above very remarkable event, we print the
letter sent by Mr. A. J. Balfour, the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, to Lord Rothschild, which appeared in the press on Nov. 9th,
1917.
"FOREIGN OFFICE, Nov. 2, 1917.
" DEAR LORD ROTHSCHILD,-I have much pleasure in conveying to
you on behalf of his Majesty's Government the following declaration
of sympathy with Jewish Zionists' aspirations which has been submitted to and approved by the Cabinet.
" His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their
best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of tllis object, it being
clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the
civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Pales'tine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by. Jews in any other
country.
"I ~hould be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the
knowledge of the Zionist Federation.-Yours sincerely,
(Signed) ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR."
. This" declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations" is
full of deep interest to. all Bible students. Prophecy is thus being fulfilled before our eyes, and we do well to take note of the following
inspired declaration of the Divine purpose ;-" I will bring again the
captivity of My people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities,
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and inhabit them; and they spall plant vineyards, and drink the wine
thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruits of them.
And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled
up out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God"
(Amos ix. 14, 15).
"THESE THINGS."
" When these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh."-LuKE xxi. 28.
EVENTS around us encourage us afresh to believe that" the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh." "When these things begin "-the very
" things" that are going on everywhere now-then" look up." "Look
up," because" the time is short '.' before the Redeemer from "these
things" will come.
Many passages of Scripture depict" these things" in very forcible
language in these days of war and tumult. Well known words receive
sudden flashlights of meaning as they" come to pass." The Word
of God was written for our learning. It embraces all time, and therefore includes this war. It is intended to comfort and encourage us,
and that all along the ages. May the Holy Spirit to-day use the
words of " holy men of old," to open our !eyes and instruct us for our
consolation at this time of world-wide suspense and sorrow. And
thi.s to the re-invigorating of our faith, the re-energizing of our
prayers, and the re-estsblishing of our hope!
We are to remembef for our comfort that the air-craft is controlled
in its course-not by the enemy who mans it, or by the enemy who
commissions it, z,ut by the Lord God Almighty. This war, the whole
of it,-its greatest events, its tiniest side tracks, its stupendous issues,
its commencement, course, and conclusion,-is under the all-controlling
power of The First Great Cause, J ehovah Himself. Second causes
there are, there will be, there must be; but He is above them, and they
cannot work anything but what our God permits. There shall no
harm happen to the godly_ \Vhatever our fears, whatever our sorrows,
whatever our disasters in connection with this war, they wiII still
. work no harm to His children. Because He makes " all things work
together for good to them that love Him." "All things." Even
the death of the soldiers ?-" all things!" Accidents, mutilations,
cripplings for life ?-" all things!" The loss of property, poverty
staring one in the face, unavoidable debt ?-" all things!" Such
is the immutable Word of our God. Would you alter it, beloved?
You cannot, if you would! Because" He hath said" and" It is
written." We are not promised exemption from pain and sorrow and
loss_ Nay, rather we are fully and freqnently assured by Him that
we shall constantly encounter them_ "These things" are part of
our present inheritance. No! we are not promised exemption from,
but we are promised grace to endure manfully, and strength to resist
the rebellion of the old nature, when terror and tribulation are domi-
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nant around us. Not exemption from, but a spirit resting in the·
Lord and rejoicing in Him despite "these things." And perhaps
even that further triumph recorded by David,-deliverance from all
our fears. That is a grand experience. May it be greatly vouchsafed
to the children of God in these days of death and danger. For verily,
"Plagues and deaths round me fly," but" Till He bids, I cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit, Till the God of love thinks fit." Love
reads love behind the clouds! If grace has taught us to love Him,
it is because He first loved us. And if we have drunk deeply into His
love, we take comfort from the fact that this everlasting love will
never forsake us. The love that redeemed our spirits will never forget
our bodies. He gave His life-blood for our souls in the past, and He
gives His forethought for our bodies in the present. "Your Heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things "-the temporal
needfuls. He will not fail to produce and supply them. And " when
these things "-national judgments, hotter fires, deeper perplexities"begin to come to pass, then look ·up, and lift up your heads: for
your redemption draweth nigh." So while our hearts may tremble in
natural weakness for our loved ones and ourselves, let us still remember and cling to the Great" I am" of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
And He will check and control everything according to His will
.by the greatness of His power. "He ,,~ll ever be mindful of His Covenant" both for and with His people.· If we, albeit falteringly,
follow after Rim, He will, unfalteringly, lead 1\S " forth by the right
way." That" way" may mean conflict and loss, but His loved ones
are safe in spite of sorrow and affliction.
And note these two thoughts: First, these things are to happen
"Before the day of the Lord"; secondly, God Himself claims all
power and control. Now that "these things [have begun] to come
to pass," His people must cry to Him more mightily to spare us yet,
or for the elect's sake to shorten the days. These are" latter days."
Believing this, we may, we mnst, "look up." And believing this,
we must serve with all our powers! Vie must keep before all with
whom we come in contact the great fundamental doctrinal truths.
" Whether they will hear or whether they \\~ll forbear," we must still
speak of these things. Sin, and the Blood cannot be kept too much
to the front; the reality, the awfulness, the extent and the punishment of sin, are all too lightly spoken of or even openly denied; pulpit,
press, and private intercourse equally are at fault to-day in this. Also
the need for, and the fact of, the Atonement. "The precious blood
of .Christ," given as a necessary expiation for sin, is a truth hidden
or ignored by thousands. The Person and work of the Holy Spirit,
the eternity of future punishment, the absolute nece.~sity of individnal
man turning back to God if he would inherit eternal life,-these and
all other sides of God's truth, must be more definitely published and
upheld by the sanctified .Christiau, if he would hasten the coming of
the Lord.. One might ea.sily swell the list of evils to be cornbatted,
such as loss of faith in the Bible, decline of attRndance at public worship,
3
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neglect of Sunday observance, Rome's inroads, etc. But rather than
that, let us close loo\'.-i.ng on the bright future'side. "When these
things be,,<Yin to come to pass," need we fear 1 Very surely not!
""Vhen these things begin to eorne to pass," may we rejoice 1 Very
surely, yes! Truly the flesh ofttimes shrinks at approaehing evils
and at present perils. But the spirit of the Christian rejoices in
the Lord, knowing that our Covenant-keeping God cannot and will
not fail. . The tribulations of the way are comparatively short. Fulness of joy in His presence for evermore will far 'outshine the weight
of human woe. "Soon shall end the night of weeping, soon shall
come the glorious day." "Work, for the night is coming." This, to
the believer, means "The day J?reaketh ! "
Clapton, E. 5.
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SCRIPTUR~S.

By THE REV. J. P. WILES, M.A., OF DEVIZES.

r.

INTRODUCTION.
IN response to a request kindly sent to me by the Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, I shall endeavour to write a short series of simple articles
on the above subject. The present article will serve as an introduction.
To avoid the unpleasant recurrence of " I " and" me," I shall venture
to use the editorial" we " and" us," and this I can the more justly
do because I believe that on all essential points of Christian doctrine,
and in the important matter of the present possession of eternal life,
the Editor and I are brothers.
It is well to know what we mean by the words that we use. A
loose and inaccurate use of words has often produced strife between
friends and a false appearance of peace between enemies. We will
therefore begin what we wish to say by clear definitions of the terms
" Inspiration" and "Scripture."
'rhe words inspiration and spirit are closely connected. The simplest
meaning of the latter is "breath," and of the former" a breathing
into." We read that when God had formed man out of the dust, He
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. The words "breathed
into," as used in this statement, convey exactly the primary meaning
of the word inspire. By that inspiration God made man a living
soul. But when we speak of the inspiration of the Scriptures, we
mean something more than the mere communication of natural life;
what we mean is admirably and completely set forth in the last words
of David; "The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His word was
in my tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to
me" (2 Sam. xxiii. 2, 3). This claim of David to the Inspiration of
which we speak is confirmed and amplified in the New Testament;
"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost"
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(2 Peter i. 21). By Inspiration, therefore, we nnderstand that action
of the Holy Spirit by which He conveyed through chosen human
instruments the words of Gad to the children of men: and we believe
that this action of the Holy Spirit has insured the infallible accuracy
and nnerring wisdom of the records of the Old and New Testaments :
accuracy in the revelation of God's character and ways, in the delinea·
tion of men's actions and motives, in the statement of historic facts ;
and wisdom in recording what is recorded and omitting what is omitted.
But what do we understand by the Scriptures 1 We mean the
books of the Old and New Testaments as we have them now, without
. those which are known as the Apocrypha. For simplicity and brevity
we may almost confine our attention to the Old Testament, the Oracles
of God which were committed to the Jews (Rom. iii. 2) ; for none who
cordially believe in the inspiration of the Old Testament will be inclined
to question that of the New.
Happily, by the good providence of God, there is not the slightest
doubt that we possess the same Scriptures as were in the hands of
Christ ,and His Apostles. The sacred books were then to a great
extent in the keeping of those who understood ~hem- not, though they
were read in their synagogues every Sabbath day (Acts xiii. 27); and
in that keeping they have remained nntil the present time. If we
Christians had altered the writings of Moses and the Prophets since
Christ came in the flesh, every' Jewish synagogue in the world would
be a swift witness against us. The ancient Greek version known
as the Septuagint, made by Greek·speaking Jews long before Christ
came, would also testify against the imposture.
But this is not all. To say nothing of the intimate general agree·
ment of the New Testament with the Old, let us fix our attention on
the Seventh Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles and the Eleventh
Chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, Let any intelligent child,
fairly well acquainted with Old Testament history, read these two
chapters; and then let him be asked whether the writers of them
had used our Bible. He must inevitably reply, "Yes, and they have
used it to some purpose: they seem to have known it by heart.
Stephen recounts the I;istory of Israel from the days of Abraham to
the days of Solomon; and the writer to the Hebrews begins at the
account of Creation given in Genesis, and passes rapidly on through
Patriarchs, Lawgiver, Judges, and Kings, to the times of David,
Samuel, and the Prophets."
We repeat, by the good providence of God, there is no room to
doubt that we now possess the very Scriptures of the Old Testament
which were in the hands, the lips, the heart of Christ and His Apostles.
(To be continued.)

"I, EVEN I, am He that comforteth you" (Isa, li. 12).,-Motto
1918, at Ohrist Ohurch, Whitington.
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GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.

A RECENT rise of nearly 50 per cent in the cost of production, and the
very great increase in the price of paper, imposes upon the Trustees
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a specially onerous financial burden while
these abnormal conditions continue.
They earnestly appeal therefore for' the consideration and support
of the devoted readers of the Magazine, and would welcome Donations
to tlie GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
•

They very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following sums :Miss M. Porter
Miss M. Hopkins
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THE ilfUSEMENTS OIl' THE STAGE.
THE following remarkable anecdote of the Rev. James Hervey is given
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the year 1774, pp. 446-7. "Being one
day on a journey, a lady, who happened to be in the same carriage with
him (the Rev. Jimes Hervey), was expatiating in' a very particular
manner on the amusement" of the stage; as being, in her esteem,
superior to any other pleasures. Among other things, she said'There was the pleasure of thinking on the play, before she went; the
pleasure she enjoyed, when there; and the pleasure of ruminating
upon it, when in her hed at night.' Mr. Hervey (who sat and heard
her discourse without interrupting her), when she hl'd concluded, said
to her in a mild manner, that there was one pleasure more, besides what
she had meJltioned, that she had forgotten. 'What can that be 1 '
said she-' for sure I have included every pleasure, when I have considered . the enjoyments beforehand-at the time-and afterwards.
Pray, sir, what is it 1 '
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"To which l'fr. Hervey, with a grave look, and in a manner peculiar
to himself, answered, 'Madam, the pleasure that it wiII give· you on
your DEATH-BED.' A clap of thunder, or a flash of lightning, could not
have struck her with more surprise. The stroke went to her very
heart, and she had not one word more to say-but seemed quite occupied in thinking upon it. In short, the consequence ·of that well-timed
word was, .that she never went any more to the play-house, but became
a pious woman, and a follower of those pleasures which would afford
her true satisfaction on her death-bed."

LOOK TO JESlJS.
My deare.Qt friend, where'er you be,

Look to J eaus !
And do you Him your Saviour see 1
Look to Jesus!
He is the sinner's hiding-place,
And sayes them by His power and grace,
And they in heaven shall see His faceLook to Jesus!
Are you upon the battle-field 1
Look to Jesus!
Christ is the true believer's ShieldLook to J eaus !
Yea, when the earth is strewn with dead,
And some are filled with fear and dread,
Still pray to Him Who shields thy. head-Look to Jesus!
Has grace made you fit to die 1
Loole t<J J eaus !
Join with me, and" Save me" cryLoo k to Jesus !
Fix'd is our appointed time
By the Lord of every clime;
rVlen of years, or in your prime,
Look to Jeaus!

NOlI.

Friend, our prayers are still for youLook to J eSllS !
He has power to bring you throughLook to Jesus!
J eaus is our conquering King,
He can us the victory bring;
Trust in Him, and to Him cIingLook to Jesus!
19th, 1917.
S. F. McKEE.
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UFE ETERNAL-TO KNOW HIM.
STEPHEN, in his apology, describes Moses as being" learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds." It
has been said that Moses had to go to the desert to "unlearn" what
he had got to know as the'son of Pharaoh's daughter. That implies
that· his early days, so manifestly and marvellously directed of God,
had been wasted, and that the illformation be gained in his royal home
was of no use to him. Surely it is happier to see in his first, as well as
in his second forty years, the immediate direction of the Lord, Who
orders (and does not Cllnfuse) all things. HE takes time and method
to prepare all His works and all His servants. He knows what He
would have them do, and He knows how to make them able to do it.
Doubtless, the" King in Jeshurun " many a time looked back-not
only to his desert lot when patience, acquiescence, meekness, and
dependence were wrought into his soul-but also to the previous lavish
education in laws and leading that his God had given him. It is salutary to remember that God" despises not any." The poor in their
drudgery are no nearer Him because of their poverty; the rich have no
greater claim because their affairs are more far reaching. It is one
ear that is open to the cry of need, one hand helps master and servant.
We make more of our dissimilarities than the Lord does, but all are
alike blessed when they are given, to let nothing hinder them from
coming to Him. In the mount God gave Moses the pattern of the
tabernacle; in the valley Bezaleel and Aholiab had the wisdom of
workmanship. The Lord says that a poor wise child is better 'than an
old and foolish king, but it was Himself Who gave Solomon all his
glory and all his wisdom and wealth, beautiful iu their season, and He
loved him too.
As with Mo'ses, so with Paul. He was a learned man, and we see
the kind compassion of the Lord in giving him as a companion the
physician Luke, who would be able to enter into his line of things, as
many would not. Paul was not ashamed of his learning. He did not
try to hide it, but God gave hinl exceedingly abundantly more, even a
desire for the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord, so that all his eartWy
advantages he counted as nothing compared with that unspeakable
attainment and portion that never would vanish away. Taught by
the same Spirit as Jeremiah-with him Paul knew that it was better
to glory in the character of the Lord than in the accomplishments and
abilities of man, real for the tinle being though these were (Jer. ix.
23, 24). Jeremiah knew also that the way of man is not in himself.
It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. The Psahnist knew
that God's judgments were right, and that in faithfulness He had
afflicted him. Job knew that God could do everything. He could
turn captivities. He knew that his Redeemer lived. FTOm the least
to the greatest, all God's people shall be taught of the Lord that Christ
is All. This is the joyful sound of the Gospel, and blessed are the
people that know it. They walk in the light of His countenance. In
that light they see their own tmlikeness to Him. They see an end of
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self hope. Yet such are they whom Christ knows as His sheep. The
angels know that they seek J esns. The Father knows His. thoughts of
peace toward them. The Spirit Ionows the work of His own hands.
The JAlrd give us the grace which Paul desired for his Galatian friends,
that knowing God, or rather being known of Him, we may serve Him
with all our energies, and seek Him with our whole heart.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE MORAL LAW.
" HOWEVER some people may call us Antinomians (as Christ Himself
and the Apostles were so called before us, by the nnblushing pharisees
of that age, and falsely accuse our good conversation, as though we
were enemies to the moral law; we are so far ham it, that (1 aver it
boldly, and let any contradict me if they can) we who believe salvation
to be the absolute gift of grace are the only people that assert the
due honours of the law, and establish its authority on an unshaken
basis.
"1. We assert its honours, by considering it as a transcript of
God's own holiness; as absolutely perfect in all its requisitions:
as the invariable standard of moral excellency; as the sublime rUle
by which Christ Himself adjusted His own matchless obedience, and
as the schoolmaster which, in subserviency to the Holy Spirit's
influence, prepares us (by the severity of its discipline) for the reception
of Christ, and for hearing, to good purpose, that sound of Gospel
grace which is joyful to those only whom the law, thus viewed, has
instrumentally convinced of sin.
2. We establish its authority, by grafting our obedience to it upon
the never-dying principle of love to Christ; by aiming at practical
conformity to its precepts, as the grand visible evidence of our part
in God's election and in the Messiah's redemption; by believing and
asserting that it still remains in full force, and will so remain while
the sun and moon endure, as the rule of our moral walk; and by
beseeching God the Holy Ghost to write it upon our hearts accordingly.
For, what,ever is absolutely of moral obligation, is and must be, in
its very nature, irrepealable. Thus does the joyful sound proclaim
the majesty, and even add to the sanctions, of the moral law. To
fulfil the whole righteousness of that law, and to endure its awful
penalty, as a covenant of works, the Son of God Most High bowed
the heavens and came down. To make His ransomed people love
that law as a directory of conduct; and to make them actually
tramcribe it,s maxims into their lives, aR a medium of their conformiy
to God; the uncreated Spirit descends upon their Bouls as a dove,
and works in them both to will and to do.
"But still we must consider the law as in the hand of Christ (1 Cor.
ix. 21), and remember that the love of God, graciously shed abroad
in the heart, ig that only acceptable principle from which believers
act."-(Sermon on "Good Ne'-'!s from Heaven," by A. M. Toplady.)

•
The Gospel Magazine
THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 120-128.
'By THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.e., RECTOR OF STRETION-EN-LE-FIEI,D,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
(Continued from page 563.)

, VERSE 120. "My flesh shudders from dread of Thee, and of Thy judgments I am afraid." The word expresses that state of the skin which' is
commonly called goose-flesh; it means, " a thrilling horror curdles my
skin." Old writers as Jarchi arid Kimchi observe that the word used
signifies such a dread .and horror as seizes a man to such a degree that
it makes the hair of his flesh to stand up (see Job iv. 14, 15), Observe,
reader, this is not for fear of the wrath of God coming down upon himself, but for fear of what was coming upon the wicked, for their sin.
and transgressions. Oh, for grace to flee from the wrath to come, and
to be the instrument of snatching others as brands from the burning!
Verse 121. "I do [have done and still do] iustice and righteousness; leave me not to my oppressors." The Son' of David, says Bishop
Home, might use these word" in their full and absolute sense, and plead
for a glorious resu'rrection on tile f'Joting of His h"ving performed a
per"~ct obedience to the law. Of Him it is written, "He was oppressed
and He was affiicted." The Psalms enter most fully into this (see Psalm
Ivii. 3, 4, etc.). The Syriac version takes the' former part of the verse
to be an address to God, and t~anslates " 0 Thou That dost judgment
and justice!" And in this sense how precious are the words to the
child of God who can look up to His God as " a just God and a Saviour."
Justice and' judgment are the platform of His seat, and looking at
the sinner in Jesus, the poor needy one, confessing at a throne of grace
his sins, He manifests Himself as One Who is faithful and just to
forgive him his sins and to cleanse him from all unrighteousness, ~t
is a blessed thing, reader, to have such an experimental knowledge
of the Gospel as to plead with God on Gospel terms-to look at Him
in all His attributes, and to see in Christ mercy and truth meeting
together, righteousness and peace as kissing each other, and none will
know real rest and peace till they can feel"My breeches of ,the law were His,

I

And His obedience mine."

And when we have learnt this-to see ourselves as God sees us, believer,
namely, in Christ Who is made unto us wisdom and righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, so that He hath not beheld iniquity
nor seen perverseness in us, then more than ever we shall learn humility,
because in this school of Christ we are ever taught more and more of
our own weakness, and so are forced to cry out again and again, " Leave
me not" ; for it is true of all that are" oppressed of the devil" (Acts
x. 38), that" they shall cry unto the Lord because of their oppressors,
and He shall send them a Saviour, and a great One, and He shall deliver
them" (Isa_ xix. 20). So cried Hezekiah, Isaiah xxxviii. 14: "0
Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me." And what a glorious
undertaking is that recorded in the next verse.

,

•

The Gospel Magazine

41

Verse 122. "Be surety tor Thy servant tor good;; let not the proud
oppress me." To enter into these words we must remember what
is implied in them. "Be not thou one of them that strike hanas "
-the ancient mode of entering into contract--" or of them that are
·sureties for debt" (Prov. xxii. 26). See this to be thy case, reader,
namely, that thou art a debtor to God-Thy sins are the debt thou
hast contracted (Matt. vi. 12 with Luke. >:i. 4)-a debt thou canst
never pay. Thou needest one, and I pray God thou mayest ·have
found one, even Jesus, to be thy surety-to pay the debt in thy room
and stead. Tills Jesus has done for His people. How sweetly illustrated in the language of Paul to Philemon concerning Onesimus, the
runaway slave, who had been converted by the preaching of the Apostle.
When he sends him back to his master, what does he say ~ "If he
. bath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account, I
wiII repay it" (Philemon 18, 19). Or read, again, the case of Benjamin,
as Judah undertakes to become a surety for him (Genesis xliii. 9) : "I
will be surety for him, of my hand shalt thou require him; if I bring
him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame
for ever." Did not He of Whom it is written (Hebrews vii. 22): "By
so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament," undertake
as much when He undertook to bring many sons unto glory ~ Oh,
there is nothing that establishes the Christian man so much as to see
His Saviour's Covenant engagements and Covenant responsibilitiesto feel that Jesus knew all the malice and enmity and subtlety of all
the spiritual enemies that would oppress us; and while He permits
these enemies to oppress His people, and for the time to have them
in subjection, nevertheless He regards their afRiction when He hears
their cry, and remembers for them His Covenant. And is not the
result of all this " good"? True, in the way of our pilgrimage there
may be often to flesh and· blood a road to travel over which may seem
anything but good; but if all things work together for good to them
that love God, then it is even good that we should be afRicted (Psa.
cxix. 71).
Verse 123. "My eyes fail for Thy salvation, and for the word of
Thy righteousness." The first very strong expression is significant of
intense desire. Can we follow the Psalmist here? Do we so earnestly
desire God's salvation as to acknowledge that neither in whole nor
in part can wc be our own saviours? Is'it with 11S"Notlving in my hand I bring,
Simply to 'fhyself I cling"?
If so, we need not be discouraged because God seems to delay the
bestowing of it upon us, for•
"Though God may delay to show us His light,
And heaviness may endure for a night,
Yet joy in the moming shall surely aboundNo shadow of turning in Jesus is found."

Sometimes the earnest expectation of the children of God causes them
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to break forth in the words of Sisera's mother-." Why is Hi, chariot
so long in coming 1 Why tarry the ~vheels of His chariot 1" But
what saith God by His prophets and apostles 1 "Though it tarry,
wait for it, because it will surely come." "Yet a little while, and He
That shall come will rome," for the" word" that hath promised it
is "the word of righteousuess " as well as of truth and faithfulness;
t,he attributes of God are engaged for its accomplishment, and He can
not delly Himself.
Verse 124. "Deal with Thy servant accord'ing to Thy tender love,
arid teach me Thy statutes." Alld this is just how God always does
deal with His servants, bllt they cannot always tmce out His dealings,
for He oftentimes hath His way in the sea, and His path in the mighty
waters, and His footsteps are not known; and yet in the exercise
of His tender love He leadeth His people like a flock, and there is not
one among them that does not feel, " Tell me, 0 Thou Whom my sonl
loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thv flock to rest at
noon ," Oh, my reader, when the sun of temptation or persecution
or affliction is right over our heads, darting down his burning rays as
it were directly upon us, then to be found resting in Jesus-like Job,
"Thocgh He slay me, yet will I trust in Him "-this is to be dealt
with in tender love, and this it is which makes us desire to learn those
statutes of the Lord which are right, rejoicing the heart,
Verse 125. "I am Thy se,·oont, give me understand,:ng that I may
know Thy testimonies." ,Vhat a blessed thiug to be the servants of
Christ, doing the will of God ·from the heart, with good will doing
service as to the I,ord and not to men: which can only be brought
about by Jileans of a knowledge of the Scriptures, which testify of the
will of God, and which are rightly understood only by those who have
their understandings opened and enlightened. See Luke xxiv. 45;
1 John v. 20. It is said of God's righteous servant, the Lord Jesus,
Who took upon Him the form of a servant, that God had given Him
the tongue of the leal'l1ed, that He might know how to speak a word
in season to the weary. See Isaiah I. 4. Fry translates the words,
"Give me lmderstsnding," by, "instruct me." '¥bat patience on
God's part is needed here, for we are slow of heart to believe, and slow
to learn those lessons which humble our pride, lay our wisdom low,
and, t<laching us that without Christ we can do nothing, cause that
he that glorieth should glory only in the Lord.
Verse 126. "It is time for Thee to act, 0 .Jehovah, for they hat'e
annulled Thy law." The reference may be here to the earning of the
Messiah, for it was always a notion of the Jews that the time of the
Messiah's eoming would be when it was a time of great wickedness in
the earth; or the allusion may be to the Lord's having mercy on
Zion, for which there is a set time. See Psalm cii. 13. The law of
God is made void by those who deny its anthority or obligation, and
bv those who rendel' it of none effect through their tradition. There
is a certain measure of iniquity which when comniunities or individuals
have filled, up, the destroying angel comes forth and exeeutes his
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commls~lOn.

It was the judicial sentence which Christ spake to the
J ews-" Fill ye up then the measure of your iniquity"; and when
God pronounced that the people should come up out of Egypt, it was
in these words, " But in the fourth generation they shall come hither
again, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full."
Verse 127. "Th.erefore I have loved Thy commandments abore gold,
yea, above fine gold." What good God can bring out of evil, and how
He can make the wrath of man to praise Him. What a remarkable
example here. The Psalmist's love was the more inflamed and increased
towards the law of God by the contempt in was had in by others.
Verse 128. "Therefore all Thy precevts, even all, have I approved,
and I hate erery fo.7se way." How perfectly could the Lord Jesus utter'
these words. How at a distance, and most imperfectly, but after the
iuner man, sincerely and heartily, do His people desire to be found,
like Z'acbarias and Elisabeth, walking in all the ordinances and commandments of the Lord blameless. But amidst all our departures
from the Lord, amidst all our walking in crooked paths, how unspeakably precious to realize that Jesus will present His Church to the
Father without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, Oh that, like the
Apostle, our desire may be to be FOUND IN CHRIST.
(To be continued.)

./

A YOUNG MAN'S FEAR OF HELL.
A' YOUKG man wbo, like many others, had been very ignorant and
careless, heard Mr. James Haldane preach, "and went home greatly
alarmed about the state of his soul. He could neither sleep nor work;
his poor friends did not know what to make of him-some recommend·
ing one medicine, others to make trial of anotber. All failing, they
were recommended to take him to the parish minister of a town a few
miles off. His mother did so. He inquired of the mother what was
the matter with him. She said she could not tell, but he could neither
sleep nor work for fear of the day of judgment and hell. The minister
informed her that a person had very lately come to the town to teach
the people to dance, and was only to remain for a short time; he therefore advised her to put him for a month under his tnition; he had little
doubt but he would be relieved. She took lodgings for her son, and
placed him under the dancing-master for a month. . . . About the
second day he got tired of the foolish work, jumped out of the window
of the dancing-room, ran home to his mother, declaring it made him
worse instead of better; so he gave up dancing. Not long after this
Mr. Macallunl arrived, and commenced preaching in the neighboUl'hood.
The young man went to heal' him, and was greatly relieved under the
first sermon. During our visit to Arran I had several conversations
with him, and found his mind peaceful, and very de.~irous to be educated
for the ministry."-Lives of the Haldanes, pp. 266-7.
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THE

"GOSPEL MAGAZINE" IN SALONICA.

WE feel sure our readers will regard with much interest the following
extracts from a letter sent by a godly soldier (T. J. W.) in Salonica
to our esteemed friend, Miss Ruth Cowell. The letter is dated Sept.
26th. The extracts are as follows :"I was led to write to Mr. Houghton about ten days ago, as if by
auy means it might help to strengthen his hands in God, and encourage
him in the good work as Editor of our beloved Magazine. I could
testify to blessing received from the perusal of his Family Portion and
Wayside Notes; also acquainting him of the fact that I had given
several young men his dear son's letter inserted in the GOSPEJ~ MAGAZINE, just handing them the Magazine, open at the page, with a reference to the letter. I have more readers now. I lend a copy to a
corporal in another camp, and he has lent it to some one else, and
came to me for another. I have others also to whom it is lent. You
will rejoice to hear this."
"I much appreciated reading your 'W'ellsprings,' a very muchneeded message in these days; a word specially for women, but putting'
also before men woman in her true station and calling." (See July
issue, page 301.)
" I was readulg again yesterday yours on Nehemiah viii. 10. (See
Jan. issne, page 10.) It led me to consider the past, 'the windings,
the turnings, the ups and downs He hath led me through.' May you,
dear friend, know much of this rest, and be given grace and power and
strength to write month by month its message in ' Wellspring,s.'
" I remember you in my prayers. Pray for me. Continue to pray.
Thank all the sympathizing friends at your War prayer-meeting for
their prayers and kind interest."
We would add that the help and comfort which this godly soldier
derives from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE suggests that many other godly
soldiers would value a copy regularly sent to them. Our readers
would do well to send the name, address, and number, of soldiers
known to them to our publisher. For six shillings he would send a
copy post free for twelve months to any soldier in any part of the
world.-THE EDITOR.
CHRIST is the Head of the Church-and who thinks so much about
the Church as the Head of the Church 1-0. H. Spurgeon.
"FAMILY worship is not restricted to prayer and praise. Spiritual
instruction should be sought-a portion of the life-giving Word should
be read and opened out in simplicity and reverence. The Bible should
have its due place. Here is a Book suited for every age and every
station. No period can say that there is no further room for its
instructions. The aged have not advanced beyond its sacred teachings. The youngest should be like Timothy, early instructed in the
truths which are able to make wise unto salvation."-Dean Law.
.
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4lt 0ttl'5PO nilmee.
GOSPEL BOOK 1JIISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-As will be seen from the following letters, all of ,which
have just come to hand, the opportunities for spreading the Gospel
are widespread and many, and the help of all true lovers of our soldiers
and sailors is needed more and more.
A Chaplain writes: "Can and wjll you send us a good supply of
Gospel literature? Our stores are run down, and the opportunities
are greater. We are being cheered by 'signs following.'''
A Missionary to Soldiers: "You kindly sent me a parcel of books.
As I have now taken up new work, I shall always be glad of some
suitable for soldiers."
.
,A Missionary to Sailors: "With much gratitude I thank you for
your two excellent parcels. I rejoiced when I unpacked them, for
they contained just what I needed for my work. Our port is large,
and it takes such a lot of literature to supply the large number of men'
that are here. I am in great need of magazines. We find it difficult
to get literature in these days."
The following is from a friend who visits the Hospitals: "The
parcel of books arrived quite safely. I cannot tell you how grateful
I am to receive such a valuable supply of Testaments for distribution.
What golden opportunities are ours during this season of prolonged
warfare! Oh to be wise and not miss them! I feel sure you will
ask for me wisdom to place each copy with one who will search the
Scriptures, and to whom our Saviour may be indeed the Chief among
Ten Thousand and the altogether Lovely One. I shall be very glad to
have some Gospel literature. To-day one of my soldier friends has
called to say 'good-bye,' before going to another bospital. He has
been glad of a Bible during his stay here, but it is rather a large one
that he is using. Before he leaves again for the front I must see that
be bas a pocket Bible. He is a dear ~'oung Christian. I shall miss
his visits to my house. I generally have a few of our wounded men
bere for the afternoon, having an eady tea so that tbey can return
to the bospital in good time. This is a great cheer to them. It is
so good to have a little taste of home-life after their experillnces. It
is a great privilege to help them in any way. Yesterday I expected
six or seven, but only three were able tocome from differeJlt causes.
Two of the number were transferred to different hospitals with but
short waiting."
,
Yours sincerely,

6, Stirling Road,
Bath Road, Bristol, December, 1917.

R. E. BRIDER.
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PRINCIPLES OF THE REFORMATION.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY lIiORNING, Nov. 4TH, 1917,
nY THE REV. R. J. NoVEs, B.D., RECTOR.
" Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage."---GAL. v. 1.
JUST four hundreq years ago last Wednesday, the eve of All Saints
Day, 1517, the great Reformer, Martin Lnther, affixed his 'ninety-five
theses to the door of All Saints Church in Wittenberg. From that
day, it may be said, the great and glorious Reformation of the professing Church of Christendom began to make headway. Trne, other
great Reformers preceded Luther, such as WicklifIe, in our own
country, who translated the Bible into English, and has been called
"The Morning Star of the Reformation," but it was Luther God
employed to wield the hammer of His Word, which brake ill pieces
the hard rocks of superstition and false doctrine: and he has been
well described as "The Monk who shook the world." The fact that
we are at war with Germanv, and that Luther was a German, does
not militate a.gainst the co~emoration of the fourth centenary of
the rise of the Protestant Reformation. We might with just as much
reason refnse to acknowledge the work and writings of the Apostle
Paul, becanse his fellow-countrymen put our Lord Jesus to death,
as to deery Luther and his work, as God's instrument, because the
people of his country are at the present time our enemies. And if
Germany is' now morally degenerate, it is because she has repudiated
and departed from the principles and practices of the Reformation
of the si,teenth centurv..
•
I wish this morning to refresh your memories with some of the main
principles and truths which the Reformation brought to light, and
to which our Reformed Church of England adheres in her articles of
faith and her formularIes.
(1) And the first of these is the supremacy of the Word of God,
the Holy Scriptures-inspired of God-as containing all things necessary to the salvation of men. The 'proof of this we have in 2 Tiro.
iii. 15-17: "The Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works"
(2). The Reformation established from Holy Scripture the Godl'evealed fact that a sinner, on repentance, may dmw nigh to God
through Christ, and find forgivness-nay, remission of his sins-without
the intervention of a priest, or receiving the priest's absolution. For
the words of the Lord Jesus are: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he
that heareth My word and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath ever-
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lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed'
from death unto life" (John v. 24). And the words of the great
Apostle of the Gentiles are: "In whom we have redemption through
His blood, even the forgiveness [the remission] of sins, according to
the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7).
(3). "Justification by faith" was a great truth brought to light
at the Reformation, and Luther was the one who, taught of God, was
chiefly instrumental in formulating the doctrine from Holy Scripture.
"Justification by faith" means that the contrite sinner who believes
the Gospel is " justified" (i.e., "accounted righteous "-vide No. XI
of the Thirty-nine Articles) before God, by reason of the meritorious
obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ, Whom God "made to be sin for
us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). All God's believing people are" justified
freely by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus"
(Rom. iii. 24).
('1). Another great truth elucidated and defended was the finished
work of Christ as opposed to the Mass sacrifice of the errant professing
Church of the day. In the Mass the priest is said to offer Christ as
a sacrifice' for the sins of the living and the dead, but the Word of
God declares (Heb. x. 14-18) that" by one offering He hath perfected
fot ever them that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost also is
a witness to us: for after that He had said before, This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord; I
will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write
them; and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now
where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin." So,
also (Rom. vi. 9-11), "Knowing that Christ being raised from the
dead dieth' no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. FOR
in that He died, HE DIED UNTO SIN ONCE; but in that He liveth,
He liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."
(5). At the Reformation the truth was set forth that Christ is the
one and only Mediator between God and men (1 Tim. ii. 5). "There
. is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus.;' Christ is the only way to God-not the Virgin Mary, nor
saints or angels, nor a priest, but Christ alone, Who said: 1, I am the
way, and the truth, and thc life; no man cometh unto the Father but
by Me" (John xiv. 6).
Such are iiome of the great truths brought to light at the Reformation-the PROTESTANT Reformation-Protestant because witness
was then borne for God and Truth. In doing this, error was neces8arily exposed and denounced, after the example of the Lord Himself
and His Apostles.
The Reformation gave us religious liberty; but above all it brought
to light that liberty which God proclaims in His Holy Word to all
who, by grace, turn to Him with true repentdnce, in His deat Son's
Name, trusting only in His all-prevailing merits. To such He says:
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"Thy sins are forgiven thee "-" Thy faith hath saved thee, go in
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peace."

"Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free, and be not entangled again with i.h.e yoke of bondage."
\
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE January number of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait and
sketch of the late Mr. Covett, Minister of West Street Chapel, Croydon;
also an article referring to the late Mr. James Wells' sermon to 10,000
people on behalf of the Society in 1858; copies will be sent, post free,
on receipt of name and address.
Sales of work continue to be of the utmost benefit to the Institution.
Three have recently be~n held at Croydon, Tunbridge Wells, and
Hornsey Rise. The Croydon Sale, under the kind supervision of
Miss Loosley and other ladies, had the advantage of a yaluable address
from the Rev. Waiter Brooke, to whom the Society is indebted for
much aid in pulpit and ou platform. Mr. J, C. Dennis also advocated
the Society's claims. One of the pensioners has passed her 100th
birthday; another, owing to the absence of arms and hands, writes
with her feet;, others have been long bed-ridden, and all, but for
their pensions, would, in these solemn and strenuous days, be subject
to many privations.
Several collections after sermons have been made, and the ,"lollmittee appeal to our friends to add to the list. Snch help is not only
of financial benefit, but does much to quicken and increase interest in
in the Institution. Dr. Doudney and the Rev. James Ormiston delighted to plead the cause of the Lord's aged poor, and the Committee
rejoice that they have the sympathy and support of the present Editor
of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
No lesB than 1,200 pensioners are upon ti,e books, and these, with
the maintenance of the seven homes, require £43 daily. The ordinary
income is inadequate to meet this sum; hence the urgency of the
appeal to the Lord's stewards that, in these increasingly solemn days.
the work may be 'maintained in efficiency,
A Pensioner writes: "I have been a widow 50 years, but hav.
much to be thankful for. I express my gratitude to the Rociety for
all I have received from it for so long; I love God's Word; it is as
sweet as ever, and I prove that I do not live by bread alone."
Circumstantially as well as spiritually, many a pensioner is a "bruised
reed," but He Who" will not break," holds each one dear to Himself ;
bent they are, and more than bent; broken through not broken off,
yet they revive and blossom and bear fruit.
Motive is everything with the omniscient Heart Searcher. " She
hath done what she could," is the Divine meed of approbation. The
widow's mites and the cup of cold water are accepted, and so would
the intention and desire be if there were not even thosc to give. May
the love' of Chlist constrain, and for 1918 may "Jehovah:Jireh"
be our watchword.
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