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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to,comfort them which are in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE CLOUDY PILLAR.
" And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud to lead
them the way,. and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light
to go by day and night. He took not away the pillar of the cloud
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people."EXOD. xiii. 21, 22.

THE year 1919 is drawing to a close as we write. It has been in
many respects a momentous year. During its course the great·
Peace Treaty has been drawn up and signed after long and protracted deliberations at the Peace Conference. Though we have
been free from the horrors of the Great War and from the terror
of air raids, the whole world, including our own beloved country,
has been greatly disturbed. Industrial unrest and strikes have
prevailed to an alarming extent, and there has been a grievous
failure to secure that increased production which is so needful
if prices are to come down, and if the countries of the world are
to prosper. Satan seems to be specially busy in stirring up strife,
discontent, and rebellion, and in fostering a selfish indifference
to the common welfare. Along with all this social unrest Sacerdotalism, Higher Criticism, Rationalism, Spiritualism, and Arminianism are lifting up their heads with increasing boldness. Proposals
for re-union are being made without any' regard for the truth of
GOD. The doctrine of universal brotherhood is being so taught
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that the Scriptural distinction between "the children of GOD"
and" the children of the devil" is utterly ignored (See 1 John iii.
10). The Gospel of Salvation by grace through faith in the blood
and righteousness of our LORD JESUS CHRIST is seldom heard and
is, in fact, openly rejected by leading men in the professing Ch urch.
There is therefore much to sadden the hearts of the scattered
people of GoD as they look back on the old year. Truly the darkness deepens. But for our comfort it is written that" The night
is far spent" and" The Day is at hand." The time for the coming
of the SUN of righteousness is drawing nearer. On that great and
glorious event let us fix our gaze. Let our loins be girded and our
lights burning, and let us be like men who wait for their lord.
Meanwhile we have the sure Word of prophecy whereunto we do
well that we take heed in our hearts until the day dawn and the
day Star arise. The whole of that Word was written for our
learning and for our comfort. With this Word in om hands and
in our hearts we can still go forward in hope. However dark the
times, however difficult the circumstances of those who cleave to
the old paths, "The LORD of hosts is with us; the GOD of Jacob
is our refuge." He is still the GUIDE of His people. As He went
before His people Israel in their journeys through the wilderness,
so He goes before the 'Israel of GOD to-day. The teaching of
Scripture concerning the cloudy and fiery pillar is full of instruction and comfort as we go forth into the new year. The LORD
went before His Israel in the wilderness. Their journeys were
under His superintendence. He was with them, and He was
pleased to give them a visible token of .His presence. He went
before them in a pillar-shaped cloud by day, and by night in a
pillar of fire. This cloud went before them and above them. " The
cloud of the LORD was over them by day, when they set forward
.in the camp" (Num. x. 34, R.V.). When they were encamped in
the wilderness, the cloud abode upon the tabernacle in the midst
of the camp. " The cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle
by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of
Israel, throughout all their journeys" (Exod. xl. 38). It was
thus visible to all who were in the camp. At all times whether
by day or by night they could see the visible token of the LORD'S
presence. Why was the LORD thus with His people?
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1. He was with them to guide them.
Their path lay in a road which they had never before trodden.
They needed a guide who knew the way and who would lead them
aright. The LORD Himself, the Angel of the Covenant, undertook to
lead them. He went· before them to lead them the way. He guided
them by day and by night. "And so it was, when the cloud abode
from even unto the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in
the morning, then they journeyed: whether it was by day or by
night that the cloud was taken up, they journeyed" (Num. ix. 21).
It is beautifully said in Nehemiah'ix. 12, "Thou leddest them in
the day by a cloudy pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire,
to give them light in the way wherein they should go." All their
movements were regulated by His guiding hand. They were
~lways to follow the leading of the cloud. Sometimes the movements of the cloud indicated one day's rest only, sometimes two
days, a month, or a year. In every case " at the commandment
of the LORD they rested in their tents, and at the commandment
of the LORD they journeyed" (Num. ix. 20-23). They were never
to go before the LORD, and they were never to lag behind His
leading. They might not know the why and the wherefore of.
His leadings, but they were to trust Him, assured that He would
lead them forth by the right way. When they came to the borders
of the promised land, Moses summed up the LORD'S guiding hand
throughout all their wilderness experiences, by saying that the
LORD "went in the way before you, to search you out a place
to pitch your tents in, in fire by night, to show you by what way
ye should go, and in a cloud by day" (Deut. i. 33). Thus He
" guided them in the wilderness like a flock, and He led them on
safely" (Psa. lxxviii. 52, 53).
How touching and how beautiful is this record of the LORD'S
dealings with His chosen and beloved people, and how full of
comfort it is to the LORD'S people to-day! "This GOD is our
GOD for ever and ever: He will be our Guide even unto death"
(Psa. xlviii. 14), He hath said, "I will dwell .in them, and
walk in them; and I will be their GOD, and they shall be
My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). This precious promise is given
to the Church. He is our GOD, and therefore He will be our
Guide. True, there is now no cloudy pillar, no visible token
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of His presence, but He will indicate the way wherein we should
walk. His Word will be a lamp to our feet and a light unto our
path. His Spirit will influence us and His providences will clearly
indicate His will concerning us. Let us acknowledge Him in all
our ways, and He will direct our paths. Let us seek His guidance
by prayer, and watching for His providences we shall not want
providences to lead us. Beware of choosing your own way and
going before the LORD; Be content to stay unless He indicates
a moving on. Be content to abstain from building until He
supplies the means. Be content to have a house sparsely furnished
until He enables you to pay for what you buy. The LORD'S true
people may be poor, but we do not think they will become bankrupt
if they are content to wait His time and to follow His leading.
2. He was with them to defend them.
There were dangers in the path and enemies to face, but the
LORD was not a mere passive Observer of their perils. He was
there on purpose to defend and to shield His people. When the
Egyptians pursued them, "The Angel of GOD, Which went before
the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the
pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind
them. And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the
camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it
gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the
other all the night." Then, subsequently, when the Egyptians
"went in after them to the midst of the sea.. . . the LORD
looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire
and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, and
took off their chariot wheels, that they drave. them heavily."
Then from the same pillar of cloud the LORD directed Moses to
stretch out his hand over the sea, that the sea might return in its
full strength, "And the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea." " There remained not so much as one of them"
(Exod. xiv. 19, 20, 24-28). Thus the LORD rose up and caused
His enemies to be scattered and destroyed (Num. x. 34-36). The
LORD is also our defence and our shield, beloved Christian readers.
" He hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. So that
we may boldly say, the LORD is my Helper, and J will not fear
what man shall do unto me " (Heb. xiii. 5, 6).
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3. He was with them to provide for them.
It was no small matter to provide for the wants of a whole
nation daily for forty years. But the LORD never failed to supply
their needs. He Who led them in the day by a cloudy pillar and
in the night by.a pillar of fire, gave" them bread from heaven for
their hunger, and broughtest forth water for them out of the rock
for their thirst" (Neh. ix. 12, 15). Will He do less for thee, dear
Christian reader, in the new year upon which thou hast entered?
It is true that prices are at the time we write about 125 per cent
more than pre-war prices. It is true that many of our middleclass readers have considerably smaller incomes than they had
before the War. It is true that the incomes of many of our clerical
readers are miserably small, especially in these hard times. But
it is eternally true also that "they that seek the LORD shall not
want any good thing." "The eye of the LORD is upon them that
fear Him, upon them that hope in His mercy; to deliver their
soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine" (Psa. xxxiii.
18, 19; xxxiv. 10). Fear not, then, ye children of GOD. Your
GOD will supply all your needs, and the larger your families are
and the greater your needs, the more room there will be for Him
to display His power and His faithfulness on your behalf. He is
"wonderful in counsel and excellent in working."
4. He was with them for chastisement and discipline.
The LORD'S people are His children, and only they are His children
in the highest sense. Let us beware of the present-day teaching
on the Universal fatherhood of GOD and the Universal brotherhood
of man, which fails to distinguish between the godly and the
ungodly. Now, children need discipline. Parents who bring up
their children aright will be careful as to the books they read,
the places they go to. They will also be careful as to the schools
to which they send them to be educated, and the churches they
allow them to attend. The restraints and checks which godly
parents must kindly impose are of a disciplinary character. Sometimes, too, chastisement must be judiciously and temperately
administered. The LORD as Father, out of love disciplines and
chastises, checks and restrains His family. He is with them partly
for that purpose. He never delegates the upbringing of His
children to other hands. He brings up His Own family. When
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Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses, and rebelled against the
LORD, " The LORD came down in the pillar of the eloud, and stood
in the door of the tabernacle," and He sharply rebuked and
chastised them for their sin (Num. xii. 1, 2, 5, etc.).
5. Finally, the Lord was with His people always.
He always went before them, and He always remained in their
midst. "He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor
the pillar of fire by night, from before the people." Throughout
all their journeys He was with them (Exod. xiii. 22; xl. 38). "So
it was alway." There was never any change. He was not sometimes with them and sometimes absent. He was always with
them. (See Num. ix. 16). Even when they sinned and rebelled
He forsook them not. " Yea, when they had made them a molten
calf, and said, this is thy GOD that brought thee up out of Egypt,
and had wrought great provocations; yet Thou in Thy manifold
mercies forsookest them not in the wilderness: the pillar of the
cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them in the way;
neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and the
way wherein they should go. Thou gavest also Thy good Spirit
to instrnct them, and withheldest not Thy manna from their
mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst" (Neh. ix.
18-21). Here, dear pilgrims to the heavenly Canaan, is rich,
free, unmerited, abounding grace. Are you not melted to tears
and humbled in the dust when you think of all the way in
which He hath led you, and of. all the mercies He hath shown
to you, and of all the sins which merited not any of His lovingkindness and tender mercies ~ Yet, in spite of your sins, He is
still your faithful, Covenant-keeping GOD.
"This GOD is the GOD we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend,
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
'Tis JESUS the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home,
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come." (Hart).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.
(Thomas Houghton.)
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OUR DIVINE HELPER.
" Because Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy
wings will I rejoice." -PSALM Ixiii. 7.

HERE is a precious text for the New Year. As we stand on its
threshold we naturally think of the past and of the future. With
regard to the past we know that God has been our Helper. Whether
we think of all our past years, extending over a shorter or a longer
period, or whether we think of the year 1919, in either case, if we
are numbered amongst the Lord's people, we can say of our
Covenant God, "Thou hast been my help." The aged Christian
who has passed his three score years and ten, the Christian in
middle life, and the Christian in the bloom of youth, each one can
bear testimony to the Divine help which he has experienced in his
pilgrimage journey. The faithfulness of our Covenant God is
such that not one of His people is ever forgotten, not one is left
without Divine assistance, Divine grace, Divine enabling. He
bath said to all His people, young and old, at home and abroad,
"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." He has been therefore
the Helper of each one of them. What confidence all this inspires
in their hearts! The future is before them, but there is no occasion
for morbid fears and anxieties.
"Brought safely by His hand thus far.
Wby wilt thou now give place to fear ~
How canst thou want if He provide,
Or lose thy way with such a Guide 1
"He Wbo has helped me hitherto.
Will help me all my journey through.
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise." (Newton.)
Hence the child of God can say, "Because Thou hast been my
help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice."
" Because Thy grace hath ever been
Sufficient in the time of need,
Because Thy sheep in pastures green
Beside still waters Thou dost lead:
Therefore on Thee I cast my care.
For Thou hast made, and Thou wilt bear."
(The late Herbert Houghton.)

•
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How precious and how beautiful is the figure employed by David
when he speaks of "the shadow of Thy wings." Boaz used it to
Ruth when he said, "The Lord recompense thy work, and a full
reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under Whose wings
thou art come to trust" (Ruth ii. 12). There is no better place for
the Lord's people than the. shadow of His wings. Here they
experience His lovingkindness. "How excellent is Thy lovingkindness, 0 God! therefore the children of men put their trust
under the shadow of Thy wings" (Psa. xxxvi. 7). Here is their
refuge in all the troubles and trials of life. "I will abide in Thy
tabernacle for ever. I will trust (or make my refuge) in the covert
of Thy wings" (Psa. Ixi. 4). We remember receiving a letter from
a strict Baptist minister, a reader of this Magazine, during the War,
in which he indicated that His hiding place in that terribly troublous
time was expressed in Psa. lvii. 1. " Yea, in the shadow of Thy
wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast."
We cannot keep ourselves and we cannot protect ourselves from
the manifold dangers to which we are exposed. Hence we need
to pray, "Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the
shadow of Thy wings, from the wicked that oppress me, from my
deadly enemies who compass me about" (Psa. xvii. 8, 9). Such
prayer will not go unanswered; for it is written, "He shall cover
• thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust"
(Psa. xci. 4).
Returning, however, to the first part of our passage, let us
specially think of the Lord as the helper of His people.
1. He is their help in regard to their eternal salvation.
In this respect He is the "Help of the helpless." We cannot
save our own souls. We cannot redeem ourselves from the penalty
of our sins. We are in the horrible pit of sin, and it is so deep that
we are absolutely helpless to get out of it. He only can bring us
out and set our feet upon the Rock of ages and establish our goings.
If we have been awakened by His Spirit we shall be ready to say
in the language of Toplady,
" Naked. come to Thee for dress;
Helpless. look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me. Saviour. or I die."
And what hath our God done in order to secure the salvation

.
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of His elect people ~ He says, "I have laid help upon One that
is mighty" (Psa. lxxxix. 19). Who is that One upon Whom the
Father laid help ~ Is it not the Son of David Who was also
David's Divine Lord ~ He is "the mighty God" and He is
" mighty to save." Upon Him the Father laid all the help needed
for our eternal rescue from merited wrath. Upon Him He laid
the responsibility and the power to save His people from their
sins. He came forth from the Father the willing Surety of His
people, and by His obedience unto death He has secured for them
full, free, and eternal salvation.
hath the ransom paid;
The glorious work is done;
On Him our help is laid;
By Him our victory won."

" CHRIST

2. He is their help in temptation and troUble.

Hezekiah found this to be true when he and his people were in
great peril and danger. He spake comfortably to his people
because he realized that God was their help. "Be strong and
courageous" he said, "be not afraid nor dismayed for the King
of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there be
more with us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh; but
with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles"
(2 Chron. xxxii. 7, 8).
" A very present help in trouble" is our Covenant God. He
is near at hand to help, to comfort, to strengthen, and to bless
His tried and troubled children. Their cry for deliverance is
therefore addressed to Him. "Give us help from trouble: for
vain is the help of man. Through God we shall do valiantly: for
He it is that shall tread down our enemies" (Psa. Ix. 11,12). He
shall tread down the power of the world, the flesh, and the devil.
We may therefore boldly say, "The Lord is my Helper, and I will
not fear what man shall do unto me " (Heb. xiii. 6). The Apostle
Paul knew what it was to have God for his help in trial and temptation when he said, "Having therefore obtained help of God, I
continue unto this day" (Acts xxvi. 22).. Is not this your experience, dear Christian reader ~ You can say, "Behold, God is mine
Helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul" (Psa. liv.
4). Grace to help in time of need is always available for the
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tempted and tried. Our God is able to make all grace abound
towards us ; that we, always having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work. Christ is our
"Never failing Treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace."
Help in abundant measure, help inexhaustible, is laid up for all
the helpless people of God.
3. God is the only help of His people.
The Lord may use human instrumentalities to help us, and He
often does. Sometimes the help He renders comes from quarters
the least expected. But the power which human instruments
possess to help the Lord's children comes from Him. It follows,
therefore, that He only. is our Rock and our Salvation. He only
is our Deliverer and our Upholder. I will therefore lift up mine
eyes unto Him" from whence cometh my help." How often we
fail to realize that the Lord alone is our Helper. In times of
. difficulty and need we are prone to look for the help of man rather
than for Divine help. We are inclined to lean on the arm of flesh
rather than on the arm of God. The inspired Psalmist, however,
says, "Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in
whom there is no help." . They have no help of their own. Therefore, "Happy is he that hath the God of J acob for his help, whose
hope is in the Lord his God" (Psa. cxlvi. 3, 5). Let us beware of
going to the world for help. How solemn it is to note how the
.professing Church is continually looking to the world, and resorting
to worldly means, in order to obtain money for what is called Church
work! Whist drives, parish dances, concerts, entertainments,
fancy bazaars, and all manner of novel methods are resorted to in
order to extract money from the world and from worldly-minded
people for Church purposes. The Bible principle of voluntary,
cheerful, and ungrudging giving is wholly ignored. Believing
prayer to Him Who is pledged to supply all our need according to
His riches in glory is neglected. What does God say about such
things ~ He says, "Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help;
and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many;
and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord" (Isa. xxxi. 1).
Let us beware of this sin. The Lord may test our faith and illay
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seem to be indifferent to our needs, but He abideth faithful. He
may delay, but He will not deny to His people the help which they
need. He may withhold His delivering mercy to the very last
moment as He did with Abraham. But-" Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering" power;
The mount of danger is the place
'Vhere we shall see surprising grace."
We can speak from personal experience. Again and again we
have been brought to extremities, but the Lord has then shown
Himself to be "wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working" (Isa.
xxviii. 29). Be it ours then to trust in Him and to experience the
truth of the words, "Blessed are all they that wait for Him."
"The people of His choice
He will not cast away;
Yet do not always here expect
On Tabor's mount to stay.
"When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His name.
" Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays Himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."
Thus sweetly sang the revered Toplady. May we, dear readers,
be enabled to trust ever in the name of the Lord and stay upon
our God!
4. God is the Omnipotent help of His people.
What comfort is in this thought! "Our help is in the name
of the Lord, Who made heaven and earth" (Psa. cxxiv. 8). We
remember dwelling on this truth on one occasion in the pulpit of
Kensington Chapel, Bath. We had experienced great difficulty
in choosing a text. At length a text which spake of Divine power
came to our mind, and in the Lord's name we preached from it.
As we walked down the aisle after the sermon, we were accosted
by an aged reader of this Magazine, and told how much he had
been helped by the sermon. Yes, blessed be God, Omnipotent

,
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help is exercised on our behalf. He Who created (not evolved)
heaven and earth, must surely be Almighty, and able to do for His
people exceeding abundantly above all that they ask or think.
Imagine not then, dear Christian reader, that any difficulty now
confronting thee is too great for Him to overcome. " Is anything
too hard for the Lord ~" Verily, no. "Ah Lord God! behold,
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power
and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee."
Thou art "the Great, the Mighty God" (Jer. xxxii. 17, 18).
5. Lastly, God is the abiding help of His people.
He hath helped them in the past. During the whole of the
old year He hath been the never-failing help of all and each of His
redeemed people. "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" is their
united testimony. He is their help in the present. They are
daily supported, guided, and kept by His power. He is their
" refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble." Moreover,
all through the coming year and the years which follow He will
still be the abiding help of His people. "Fear thou not," He
says, " for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God:
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).

..
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"Resting on His promise,
What have we to fear 1
God is all-sufficient
For the coming year! "
Be it ours then to rejoice in the shadow of His wings and to sing
with Dr. Watts"0 God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.
"Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure."
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).
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HOME·CALLS DURING 1919.
THE writing of this little annual account of the Home-going of the
saints of God, seems to become increasingly sacred, if one may so
express it. The righteous die; the faithful fail; the standardbearers are removed; the eminently gifted of our leaders and teachers
are not, and we are seemingly such a little company, such" a handful
in the earth." Very acute is the loss, and very lonely do we feel as
we again and again have to realise that there is " one less on earth."
'Our family circle as it almost seems is broken, and yet another member
removed. There is this blessed effect, that in their loneliness and
fewness the Lord's dear people are drawing more together. May
the blessed tie that binds them thus unite them in heavenly love,
and encourage them to speak often one to another of the glories of
their Emmanuel and of that "hope which maketh not ashamed."
To several writers in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE during the year now
past, we are greatly indebted for very precious account~ of the passing
of the saints. Thus in the March issue we rejoiced in all the sweet
realities given us by the able pen of Miss Alice Alexander concerning
her beloved friend, Mrs. Ebenezer Carr, who in a long life adorned
and adhered so closely to the doctrines of grace, and whose end had
such a calm and peaceful, happy and holy setting. In the same
month we were indebted to the Editor also for his reference to the
aged Mrs. Harriett Smith, widow of the Rev. J. Smith, of Westonsuper-Mare. A further account was given us of her in the following
month by Miss L. Ormiston, recalling, as she did, some sacred
memories of the long and well-tested friendship of Mrs. Smith with
her beloved father. These two had often written and spoken together
of their Lord and His ways to them in providence and grace, and
now they are praising increasingly the King of saints as they see the
perfection of His dealings with them. In the month of March there
was gathered to his eternal rest the Rev. John E. Linnell, Vicar
of Pavenham, aged 76. His was a long and faithful ministry of
fifty years' definite Protestantism. He feared no man, but whilst
bold in denouneing error and worldliness he was humble as a child,
and one of the most self-denying Christians one could meet with.
He wrote some very sweet reminiscences of the Bunyan, Leigh
Richmond, Cowper, and John Berridge country in which he so long
laboured, and he had a great gift for writing hymns and sacred poetry.
During the long South African war, it was put into the heart of the
Rev. J. E. Linnell to hold a prayer meeting for those who had gone
out from Bedford, and for the relatives at home. This he did under
extraordinary circumstances, walking seven miles into Bedford daily
and gathering the people of. God together there to wait upon Him
at the mercy seat. The writer has very sacred memories of some of
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these privileged occasions and remembers hearing Mr. Linnell, in a
humble and rejoicing spirit, remark at the end of that terrible war,
that not one man belonging to the Bedfordshire Regiment for whom
they had year in and year out prayed, had been killed, whilst many
.of those brave soldiers had been greatly enriched by their prayers.
Again, though unknown to most of us, well known to the Editor,
we have a precious account in the April issue of the life and Homegoing of Mr. F. W. Byrde, of Weston-super-Mare: He was'one who,
on his return to England, found out Mr. Houghton and addicted
himself to his ministry, showing his love for the Bible and Gospel
truths as preached at Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath, and although
subsequently removing to Weston, whenever they met it was as
friends in their Living Head, and one in Christ Jesus.. In this same
month was gathered a jewel to adorn Emmanuel's crown from the
Stapleton Workhouse, the aged Mrs. Sarah Smith, one of the happy
pensioners of the A.P.F.S. Her sweet utterances in prayers, even
when she was wandering, and heard all through the ward, made a
great impression upon the other invalids. "We don't get the likes
of her in here," was said by one of the sick women, who told how
they all lay and listened to her, and were sorry to lose her. An
account of this dear saint of God was given, in a visit to her, in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March, 1917, when many of her sweet and
experimental utterances were narrated. Again in May, we read of
the gathering home of Mr. A. Stacy, of Derby, and the Rev. F. Pocock,
of Bath. The former was a great lover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE aud
had been for a long period connected with Trinity Church, Derby,
where in the days of the beloved Mr. George Cowell's attendance there,
Alfred Stacey was one of the devoted members of his Bible class.
During this month also the Church of England lost two faithful
Evangelical leaders and Gospel teachers in the Revs. Robert Railton
and Canon Edgar Thwaites. In June there passed away at Hastings
a gracious and meek saint in Miss Foord. It was the writer's privilege,
through the generosity of friends, to supply her with a monthly copy
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE which she so highly valued, and in her turn
she passed it on to others after reading it with one of the Lord's dear
prisoners, an invalid shut in and cut off from all outward privileges
in a nursing home. And very tenderly do we refer to another garnered
sheaf of corn fully ripe from the same town in the month of June.
There is a sacredness in handling the touching memorial paper which
tells how the aged Mrs. Elizabeth Tucker, daughter of the late Thomas
Ball, of Trowbridge, and widow of the late Mr. Tucker, of Hitchin,
"sweetly fell asleep in Jesus in her 96th year." "For some time
past," writes her devoted daughter, "a temporary cloud was permitted to somewhat hinder our precious mother's clear sight of her
Saviour, and hence she frequently desired a record of assurance frlYln
Himself to confirm her personal interest in His redemption and her
soul's safety with Him for eternity. . . . On Tuesday eve, May 27,
she suddenly exclaimed, 'Shout! Shout! Victory! Victory!' On
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asking her, ' Is it victory now, dear 1 ' she said triumphantly, 'Yes,
Victory!' At various times up to the end we heard the following:
'Do lift me up a light upon the road that leads me to the Lamb' ;
'Eternal joys my own'; 'For ever with the Lord'; 'Precious
Jesus, Precious Jesus! let me to Thy bosom fly '; 'To Thy glory
take me in for there I long to be '; 'Glorious! glorious.' She repeated
the 23rd PsaiJ;n. 'Worthy, worthy'; 'Crown Him,;Crown Him.' Her
last words were, 'Praise Him, praise Him.''' In September, after
prolonged and painful suffering borne with unmurmuring submission,
Miss Elsie Sandar passed away to the glory of Immanuel's land of
which she so loved to sing. She was a very spiritual and gifted and
faithful opponent of Ritualism and Romanism, and often had to
suffer for her Protestant principles. Several times she had to have
the protection of the police, and she endured much suffering, discomfort, and loss of property through the wiliness of the enemies of her
religion and the friends of Rome. But she leant hard upon her Lord
and He never failed her. She was preserved faithful to the end, and
her memorial card tells sweetly of her life's experience as she proved
Him. "We have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin." Just nine days after the happy release of
this much-tried but" good soldier of Jesus Christ," we read through
the medium of our much valued weekly paper, The English Churchman,
how another loved and loving Elsie, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
S. Arnold, who "during a long and painful illness was sustained by
faith in her Saviour Whom she served by active effort in the time of
her health, and equally by patient resignation in the days of her
bodily weakness," also passed within the veil. Following these there
were other losses to the Protestant ranks in the removal of Mrs.
Corundall (nee Theresa Brey) the escaped nun, who was brought
under the influence of that gracious and gifted Miss Kat~ Brown, of
Folkestone. Very suddenly was dear Miss Adela Browne removed
from earth at the ripe age of 79, after a long, close, and consistent
walk with God. She was associated with the Brethren in Bristol,
but whenever we met, it was to pursue the one sweet theme of Jesus,
and to find our hearts burning as we spake of Him and His goodness
and mercy. Miss A. Browne was a great admirer of the work of
the A.P.F.S., and seemed always glad when the time came for our
annual intercourse in connection with the votes, and also our little
sale of work, that we might once again meet and speak of and bless
the Lord God of our salvation.
In November, very swiftly came the call to the Lord's aged servant
the Rev. W. Pollock. He was endowed with rare gifts, and had
been permitted to preach Christ crucified during a long ministry. In
his early days he was associated with the beloved Krause, of Dublin,
whose daughter he married, and also with dear Mr. Ormiston in
Cumberland, whom he greatly esteemed in the Lord. During his
ministry in Bristol the writer's beloved sister, now in glory, valued
2
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and was richly blessed under it, and very deeply did she regret the
circumstances which brought about his resignation of the chaplaincy
of the Blind Asylum, where he was so much appreciated by a scattered
flock.
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE has lost a great friend in the removal of
Mr. Tom Sparkes, of Forest Hill. Very quietly, humbly, and consistently did dear Mr. Sparkes walk with his God. He truly gave the
sweet token of having passed from death unto life, by his love to the
brethren, and by associating himself with the doctrines of free and
sovereign grace wherever they "!Vere faithfully and fully preached.
He suffered much from deafness, but was so uncomplaining, and when
the writer was favoured on the last occasion of meeting him at the
hospitable home of his dear sister, it was to hold sweet fellowship
with this true taught man of God, and to find him given-possibly
through his affliction-to much prayer and meditation and a quiet
waiting and hoping for his God. The victories over themselves gained
by the saints of God are mostly obtained in solitude and quietness,
and" power with God" is seen in those who have been much alone
in wrestling with the angel of the covenant.
And now, dear readers, we have been once again attempting to
write a few stray words upon some of the servants of the Lord, who
have journeyed with us, who have been knit to us in the bonds of
the everlasting Gospel, and who have now left us. We, in the wilderness
world, they in the glory! We, a little longer to wait, their waiting
days done. We yet called to fight on--they in unutterable peace.
We, by faith believing in a precious Christ, Whom they now see in
open vision. We, seemingly such a little bands of pilgrims left, they
with the redeemed multitude, which no man can number. But oh !
the blessed assurance and comfort that their Lord is our Lord; their
hope which was anchored within the veil, our hope, and the same God
of all their journey of life, our God also" for ever and ever, and He
will be," as He was to them, "our Guide even unto death." That
glorious and unfailing Great Shepherd of His sheep is He Who "hath
abolished death and hath brought life and immortality to light through
the Gospel." That is the ground of rejoicing hope in the hea~ts of
those who are on earth; whilst they in heaven are worshipping and
adoring, in open vision, Him Who says of Himself, "I am the first
and the last: I am He that liveth, and was dead; and behold I am
alive for evermore; Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death."

R.
[N.B.-By an oversight the above' account of home-calls during
1919 omits the name of Miss Beatrice Alice Grifliths, of Winsford,
Cheshire. She loved to read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and though she
never saw them, she was in love with the writers of the various
articles. Her father's touching account of her conversion and her
home-call, is given in the July number, page 315.-THE EIlITOR.]
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Sn-monfi anll Notefi of .$ermollfi.
THE PRAYER OF A CHILD.
BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Make Thy way straight before my face."-PsALM v. 8.
THIS, dear friends, is a short prayer of a child of God, very short, very
simple, but we all alike need the grace of simplicity. We all need to
become as little children in receiving the truth of God and entering
His kingdom. This is a transparent prayer, and the Lord will have
us learn more of the blessedness of simplicity and childlike desires_
This prayer honours the Father in its simplicity and its trust to be
guided, and it is our wisdom to ask Him to keep well our footsteps for
us. "Make Thy way straight before my face "-it is the very opposite
language from that employed in most of our prayers; the Psalmist
does not say" Make my way," but" Make Thy way straight before
my face." We generally ask the Lord to make our-{)r my-way
straight, but observe the language employed by the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost is; Thy way-Gad's way. It is the language of a little
child who does not know the way, even the way of to-morrow, the
future, the way, even Thy way, 0 God, which is determined for him.
We are too apt to take our way, fall into enor, and then ask the Lord
to undertake for us, and show us the way. But this, dear friends,let
me say-however crooked, or dark, however rough, however intricate the way may be, if it be His good pleasure to make His way plain to
us, let us seek grace to leave all the how of doing so to Him to decide.
He sees best Who sees the end from the beginning, Who has the end
ever before Him, He sees best how to make His way straight before
Dur eyes. Yes, He can make the crooked things straight, the crooked
way straight, however crooked it may seem to us. It may be that
some of you are to-day treading a crooked way. I know not, but He
knows and has decided, and has chosen for you all your way in the
wilderness. His way is the way, and when we can not see the way He
can c.ause the light to break in suddenly upon us and make it all plain
before our eyes.
Let me tell you, dear friends, that this word" straight" means
"level," and that is what we so much need-to have His way made
level before us. I remarked at the .outset how we need more and
more the grace of simplicity, and our prayers the older we grow seem
to become more simple--and we would have it so. Have you ever
noticed that remarkable parallel in Eccles. xii., verses 1 to 5, between
little children and the aged ~ "Also wben they shall be afraid of
that which is high, and fears shall be in the way," afraid of that which'
is high-that is the point just now. And so a little child is taught to
pray that his way may be made straight or level, not high; a height

18

The Gospel Magazine

h~s

to be climbed, you know, and the aged and infirm and the little
child can not do that easily, so they are" afraid of that which is high,"
and the prayer of the Psalmist is, Oh, that Thy way might be so straight,
so level, so plain, that I might walk without fear. I think, dear friends,
the older we get the much more afraid do we become, and little things
cause us to have grave apprehensions now, but whether we be little
children or men it is well that we ask for all His way to be made our
way, and so straight before us that we do not stumble, slide, or backslide. You know He looks forward and knows all the path before we
tread it, from the very beginning to the end, and when the Lord is
graciously pleased to open out that way for us He gives us grace to
trust Him for wisdom to tread that way, and when we see His light
then we no longer fear; yes' more, we wonder at our past fears, when
the darkness is past and the true light now shineth. It may be a narrow
way--{)nly let it be straight; it may be rough--{)nly let it be made
level by Him, and all is well. There is the promise to every believer
whose face is stedfastly set towards Jerusalem. Thus He has in past
ages led His people and never failed them; nor have they come short,
His resources are unfailing. Our God is the All-sufficient God Who
leads us, and upon Whom we lean, and He is and always will be the
same; so let us seek to continue in the simplicity of our prayer, m,
beloved hearers. Lead me, make Thy way straight before me; shed
Thy light and let it be made clear that it is Thy way, thoughI may still
have to tread in the dark. Oh, dear friends, faith can afford to wait.
You see He knows all the end, and it is well when He takes the guid"nee; His eye is upon all the way from the very beginning to the very
end, and in His sight that way is perfect in every detail. All has been
thought out, yes, all the way we are to pass, and well would it be if
we were in more constant realization of it; we forget too often that the
Lord has the complete control of our way. We desire to walk in His
way, His choice, His wisdom, and His faithfulness; hence the propriet~
"f our prayer, " Make Thy way straight before my face." Faith always
trusts God to be in the right and asks no questions, nor argues about His
dealings. Faith always has an Amen ready-this is the spirit of the
child and what we so sorely need. Always credit Him, dear friends,
with His love and His wisdom. Make Thy way mine. The Lord
cares, and that should be enough for us; the Lord is doing His pleasure,
that is enough. " Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him,
and He shall bring it to pass "-leave that to Him. Do you know the
Lord loves His promises more than His people do 1 They are unspeakably more precious to Him, and He delights to bring them to pass.
Are not Mine eyes upon the Truth 1 Certainly and always, He can not
keep His eyes off it, so precious is it in His sight. Why, then, should
His children be so anxious, so careful, so heart-burdened, and feel so
weary when they have to do with such a God in Whom all the promises
are Yea and Amen. "Be careful," He says, "for nothing "-that is
always abiding, always current, always in season; it is asking just if
it please Him to make His way straight and plain before us. Oh.
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that our ear may be quick to catch His word, "This is the way, walk
ye in it." Said the exercised Job, "He knoweth the way that I take:
when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." And this is it
that the Lord is performing in the case of all His people, to bring them
to the afterward of the trial. "I shall come forth as gold "-gold
purged of all natural dross, refined, purified, fit, meet for Him. Thus
Job set his heart on the end of the Lord, " When He hath tried me,"
when there is not one stroke more to lay upon His servant, no more
necessary heating of the gold, no more need of the furnace-heated
seven times more than its wont. But oh, think of it ever, the Refiner
sits at the door of the furnace watching the process in its very minuteness, and there is nothing that can defeat the purpose of love He has
i.n store for His child whom He is trying. And when He has tried him,
He wills, and lo! he comes forth. Yet there is no aflliction that seems
at the present to be joyous, but grievous, notwithstanding it yieldeth
afterward the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby. Let us keep that in mind if any of us are in an unusually
heated furnace just now, that His eye is upon His gold, and He will not
over-try His dear ones, but at the appointed moment He will say
"Enough," and we "shall come forth as gold." The Lord might
have brought those three dear Hebrew children out of that sevenfold
heated furnace sooner if it had been His will; and He might have
delivered Daniel from the lions' den before He did; but His purpose
was in it, and not for all our crying will He reduce the number of
strokes of our discipline. He will not be diverted from our profit by
ceasing to afflict too soon. If, therefore, you are under the rod, dear
child of God, consider the wisdom and love that are there too, and say
with Job, " When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." See
how the end of Job in the forty-second chapter is a record of how the
Lord was faithful to His dear servant all the time. and was bringing
His work to pass in and for him, so that He would bless the latter end
of Job and make it better than the beginning. He gave Job twice as
much after He had stripped him, He gave back much more than He
took away. And our latter ends-aIl-are better than our beginnings;
may He give us grace to receive this and believe it in our hearts and
live upon it, till our travelling days are done.
May God grant it and bless His Own Word to our hearts to-night,
for Christ's sake. Amen.
So, sincere Christian, do thou also believe the 'Amen, which thou
hast received from God in thy heart respecting His adoption of thee,
and His grace toward thee! Suffer not thyself to be confounded
either by thy objecting nature, or by the weakness of the flesh; either
by the scruples of reason, or by the devil, the spirit that always gainsayeth. Keep a firm hold, by faith, of the Divine Amen once given
thee, and abide by it, and say, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, and
endureth for ever, nothing shall condemn me, or separate me from the
love of God in Christ Jesus.-F. W. Krmnmacher.
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THE WAY OF A SERPENT UI'ON A ROCK.
PROVERBS =. 19.
HERE we have the inspired Agm declaring there were three things
too wonderful for him, yea four which he knew not. Nor is he the
only one who so speaks. David, also inspired, said in Psalm cx.xxix.
with regard to God's hand all round about him, and Jehovah's perfect
knowledge of him, " Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid
Thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it
is high, I cannot attain unto it." Job also avers the same thing" I have uttered that I understood not, things too wonderful for me,
which I knew not" (Job xlii. 3).
But seeing that it hath pleased God to give us these things in His
most precious Word, we cannot do amiss to look into them for that
instruction and comfort that is in them, if so be, we search them
reverently, looking to the Holy Spirit who only can open up to us
and seal to us the mysteries of God's salvation that is in them.
. There is a natural thought associated with the way or flight of an
eagle in the air, and with the way of a ship in the midst of the sea,
and that is they leave no track or trace of their flight or going behind
them; for a brief space the air and the sea are parted, but at once or
very soon, are they impacted again, and nothing is left, or seen, that
such a way or path or parting had ever taken place; and this reminds
us of that humbling truth of the same divinely inspired prophet, viz.,
"For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not
auything, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of
them is forgotten. Also their love and their hatred, and their envy
is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in
anything that is done under the sun" (Eec. ix. 5,6).
But now to look into it, beneath the letter into the spirit wherein
is life, Who then is the Rock, who is this serpent and what is his way
upon it 1
First, this Rock is Christ: for saith Moses, whose law made nothing
perfect, "He is the Rock. His work is perfect, for all His ways are
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is
He" (Deut. xxxii. 4).
David also has his eye upon Christ when he waits upon God. " He
only is my Rock and my salvation, He is my defence; I shall not be
greatly moved" (Psa. lxii. 2, 6). "In God is my salvation and my
glory: the ROyk of my strength "-(God the Son incarnate)-" my
refuge is in God .. (verse 7).
Isaiah also: "Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord
Jehovah is everlasting strength"; or, as in the margin, "the Rock
of Ages "-the Scripture on which Toplady founded his well-known
hynin.

Under Christ's ministry it was Himself He meant when He said
of the wise man (as contrasted with the foolish) that he built his house
upon a Rock. He placed all his hope of salvation upon Christ; on
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His blood and righteousness alone, even keeping His words and doing
them hy, and under, the unction of the Spirit (John xiv. 21). ,
As Peter also: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,"
which confession Christ approved in these words (to the everlasting
coufusion of Rome, and all the errors and delusions she hath built
upon them), "Upon this Rock" (which thou hast 'now confessed) "will
I build my chllrch, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
And to add no more, Paul in his Epistle to the Corinthians declares
that the Israelites of old drank of the Rock that followed them, and
that Rock was Christ (1 Cor. x. 4). Christ then, for a sure fOlmdation,
for a house of defence, for a shade, and for refreshing, is a Rock.
Now who is the serpent?
Man is a creature of God made a little lower than the angels but
higher than the beasts. Angels have no bodies, beasts have no soulS.
Moses in his inspired narration tells us that at the beginning of time
(Gen. iii.) the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And the Apostle John in the end of
the inspired volume tells ns, that the great dragon was cast out, that
old serpent called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world. He also tells us of an angel coming down from heaven having
the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand, and that
he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent which is the Devil and
Satan, and bound him a thousand years (Rev, xii. 9; xx. 2). .
Looking upon man, a holy innocent creature, as created and made
by God, Satan virtually said, I will enter into and speak tlirough one
of the most agreeable and alluring of the beasts-the serpent'; and'
by my good words and fair speeches I will deceive man, draw him
into the transgression and so drag him down to the bottomless pit of
llell. Yes, you shall, said the Eternal Son of God, but I will, according
to my ancient Covenant, assume his nature, and thereby raise up man;
that is, the whole elect of mankind, out of all the ruin of the fall, and
lift and raise him up to heaven to life eternal, and to all the glory of
eveilasting bliss, So here is the serpent and the way of the serpent,
to make a prey of men, to fill up in time the measure of his iniquity;
but the devil and his angels, together with all the wicked, the ungodly,
and uririghteous of the children of men, who are of their father the
devil, and whose lusts they do, are all condemned by the holy hiw of
God, and by His most just and righteous sentence. "These," says
Christ, "shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous
into life eternal."
What now is the way, or some of the ways, of the serpent upon the
Rock. First, to fight with all the cunning of the serpent against
the promise given to fallen man in Eden, the great promise that the
Seed of the woman shonld bruise his head. That Seed was One
Who in due time should pour out His soul unto death, be numbered
with the transgressors, bear the sin of many, and make intercession
for the, transgressors. In the days of Cain ·and Abel, his way
upon the Rock was to deceive and allure Cain into a way of will-
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worship altogether contrary to that which God Himself gave to Adam
and to Abel, and on the fact being made evident of God's acceptance
of Abel and his offering, and of God's rejection of Cain and of his
will-worship, then the way of this serpent was to fill Cain's mind with
murder and put him on killing his brother (1 John iii. 12).
In Noah's day the way of the serpent was to lead a world of ungodly
to discredit his testimony, albeit it was the word of Him, who is the
Rock and Whose word stood fast, to their confusion and also to their
eternal damnation (1 Peter iii. 19, 20).
In Abraham's day his way was to set up and advance the bondwoman and her son, "0 that Ishmael might live before thee!" It
was also his way in Paul's day; and if God has given us eyes to see,
we shall find this serpent still pursuing this way of his in opposition to
God's elect being complete in Christ the Rock of His people's salvation.
In Jacob's day his way was to seek to destroy him and his family.
In Moses' day he still opposed and fought against the promise of the
everlasting Covenant and those to whom it was given, and from whose
loins the promised Blessed Lord-Christ-should spring. His enmity,
malice, and rage increased as time went on.
When Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem, this was his way upon
the Rock, " Go and search diligently for the young child; and when
ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship
Him also." But oh, when we come to consider Jesus as led into the
wilderness to be tempted of the Devil, we do behold the way of it
serpent upon a Rock, for then, in a special way, Satan, the prince
of this world, came to Him but found nothing in Him, not a spark of
distrust, presumption, or creature worship, to kindle the coals of that
smith. When Christ is preached as the alone Rock of salvation,
according to the parable of the sower, the way of the serpent is seen
in three different ways making the seed sown of no effect. And no
less wonderful was his way when he made use of Peter's tongue
to "remove the Rock out of His place," so that He should not
die, the Just for the unjust, and so bring His people to God (Matt.
xvi. 23).
Under the Gospel dispensation, in what special, general, and universal
ways is the truth of the enigma or riddle of the text found, and all under
the words of another text, spoken by Paul to the Church of God at
Corinth, " For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have
espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste
virgin to Christ. But Tfear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted frO'm the
simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 2, 3).
Our Reformation forefathers to whom God gave great light, grace,
and learning, had eyes to see in the Scriptures that the " Yea and
An,en " Gospel of God, " the everlasting Gospel," and what Paul terms
" my Gospel," could never be firmly held, maintained, and enforced,
if there was a deviation from it into three things and ways, i.e., Popery,
Arminianism, and Socinianism. So they took a solemn oath fromiall
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that professed themselves to be, or about to be, Ministers of the Gospel.
They saw it as clear as a sunbeam, that in the way of the serpent on a
Rock, these three would be found to be chief and principal ways.
Paul writing to the Thessalonians discerned his first beginnings of
that way, that issued in setting up the Pope of Rome with his names,
titles, and blasphemy, with his villainy, his iniquity, his hypocrisy,
his error, and his evil instruments, all founded upon a lie, the lie, a
perversion of the word" This is My body." Hence the cry is going
up to God this very day, "How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost
Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the
earth 1" You see, their blood is laid to the charge of the Pope of
Rome, and on all that are found in his interest and have on them his
mark.
The doctrine that God sent His own dear and well-beloved Son
to die for all mankind universally, is one chief way of the serpent
upon the Rock. In this, they do clearly profess to have better knowledge of God the Father than Christ had, Who said, " As the Father
knoweth Me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down My life for
the sheep" (John x. 15). The way then of the serpent on the- Rock
in the teaching of universal redemption, is seen in his using the
tongue or pen of every Wesleyan or other Arminian to fight against
God and His tl1lth.
To set up an universal fatherhood of God, to teach that Christ is an
Example only and not an atoning sacrifice, and to deny the justice of
God is the way of the serpent on the Rock at this day. To influence
men whom the Apostle calls" deceitful workers," is one way of the
serpent on the Rock. These tell us that so-and-so, a manifest heretic
and apostate from the Gospel of Christ, is such a holy man or writes
such and such good and true things; and they insinuate that this vile
apostate may yet be a saved man, and they seek to gain others over
to an admiration of him. Oh how much of this deceitful work is
wrought to-day, the Lord only knows, and how many simple ones
are snared thereby!
But do we ever find Paul saying that Alexander the Coppersmith
said such and such good things, or that Hymeneus was after all a holy
man and to be esteemed 1 Do we hear the Apostle Peter saying that
after all Simon Magus was a good man or a right example to follow 1
Or do we hear the Apostle John, after denouncing Diotrephes, turn
round and tell us there were good things in him. No! that way of
the serpent on a Rock was reserved for these last days.
A chief way of this serpent upon the Rock of divine and eternal
truth, is to mL", up the vile with the precious, in opposition to God
and His Word. " If thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou
shalt be as My mouth" (Jer. xv. 19). Those who are adepts in this,
have for their reward the flattery and applause of a world of ungodly,
but oh, what a poor reward is that when they are adjudged to everlasting woe. This way of the serpent is fonnd in the works and writings
of thousands and tens of thousands of unregenerate men, ever learning
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and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. The discerning
eye which the Lord hath made can discern this. But
" All those tbat God bath foreordain'd,
These shall and must believe;
Not all the craft of earth or hell
Shall one of these deceive."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
RELIGION AND CHRISTIANITY' CONTRASTED.
IN contrasting religion and Christianity, let us enquire-1. What is religion 1
The word religion is often used, nowadays, as synonymous with
" godliness" or real Christianity, but this is to be regretted, inasmuch
as it did not bear this meaning originally, nor does it in the Bible.
Archbishop Trench wrote: "Religion [was] not, as too often now.
used as equivalent to godliness . . . . it expressed the outer form and
embodiment which the inward spirit of a true or a false devotion
,
assume,d."
The Greek word translated "religion" in the New Testament,
occurs in three passages-Acts xxvi. 5; Gal. i. 13, 14, and James i.
26,27, and in a fourth it is translated" worshipping" (in a bad sense
-Col. ii. 18. A comparison of these passages wiII show that the word
"religion," as used in the Holy Scriptures, means the outward ceremonial service of religion, and then, any system of faith and worship,
as Judaism. So, in modern times, Mohammedanism is a religion, the
Apostasy of Rome is a religion, etc., etc. St. James, indeed, speaks
of "fure religion and undefiled before God and the Father," but it is
evident from the words which follow, that he speaks only of the
practical part of t11le godliness. It will be seen, therefore, that a man
may be a "religious" man without being a 'true Christian ;-may
even be a " religious" man in the sense of being a member of a Scriptural Church; a partaker of its sacraments; a consistent member and
supporter of it; a regular attendant upon its services; and yet not
a real Christian. For these things, though right in themselves, are
but the outward form-" religion," in short--and may be observed
where the heart remains untouched, and is at " enmity against God."
2. What then is real, vital Christianity 1
It is all-important to consider this question, and that it should be
correctly answered, for the Holy Spirit has warned us (2 Tim. ill. 5)
that in the last days men will have" a form of godliness," but deny
its power.
To be a real Christian is to be "in Christ." In these brief but
weighty words does the Apostle Paul describe the Saints of God (Col. i.
2, etc.). To be " in Christ" is to have been" Chosen in Him before
the foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 4) to have been redeemed by
His blood (Eph. i. 7), and called by His grace (Rom. i. 6, 7).
There are those who contend that real Christianity lies in the
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practical part of it; who scout doctrinal teaching, but yet commend
and sound the praises of the precepts, or rather, I should say, of some
of the precepts of the New Testament. But this is as if a man should
look for fruit from a tree which has no root! Truly, without the
practical part of it, Christianity is but an empty name. "Faith, if it
hath not works, is dead in itself" (James ii. 17, R.V.).
But before the practical part of Christianity can be practised, a
man must be right with God. Our Lord declared that "a corrupt
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit" (Matt. vii..
17, 18). And fallen man is like a corrupt tree. He cannot please
God, for He does not love God. On this the Scriptnre is explicit.
" The carnal mind is enmity against God, it is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8).
It is evident, then, that to be a real Christian, one must be "born
from above," fOl' " If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old
things are passed away; behold all things are become new" (JOM
iii. 7; 2 Cor. v. 17). The first stage in this wonderful new life is
" repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Acts xx. 21). This is the gracious work of the Holy Spirit in the
hearts of those who are called by grace. He convicts the sinner of
his sinfulness in the sight of an all-Holy God. Contrition, or godly
sorrow for sin, is likewise wrought by Him in the sinner's heart. He
leads the sin-sick soul to Christ, in whom God is reconciled to the
sinner, and in whom the sinner, when he believes, is reconciled to God.
" Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1). And now a new life begins, a life of faith;
a life of holiness. "The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world" (Titus ii. 11, 12). This is to be "in Christ." This is real
Christianity.
We have two vivid illustrations of my subject in the New Testament.
The first is in our Lord's parable of the Pharisee and the Publican.
The Pharisee is representative of a man merely" religious"; attentive to his religious duties; doing and giving more than is required
of him, and priding himself upon his moral life. But note that there
was no contrition for, or confession of sin, and therefore no need of
pardon realized. He trusted in himself that he was righteous, but
he was not righteous in God's sight, as our Lord testified. The
Publican, on the other hand, was convicted of sin, and self-abased on
account of it. He possessed the" broken and contrite heart" which
God will "not despise." He had no righteousness of his own to
plead, but, mourning over his slllfuluess, he prayed, " God be merciful
to me. a sinner," or as the original'language expresses it, "God be
propitiated to me the sinner." He felt that he was the sinner needing
mercy and reconciliation with God, and he looked for it through the
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atoning blood of the sacrifice for sin, sprinkled by the High Priest on
and before the mercy-seat, once every year, on the day of Atonement.
But this pointed, typically, to " the precious blood of Christ," and so
we may say that the Publican in the parable is representative of a
true Christian.
The second illustration we have in the person and experience of the
Apostle Paul. As Saul of Tarsus he was like the Pharisee in the
parable just referred to. He was a religious man. "After the most
straitest sect of our religion," he says, " I lived a Pharisee" (Acts n.,-i.
5), and was "taught according to the perfect manner of the law of
the fathers, and was zealous toward God" (Acts xxii. 3).
But after his conversion, Paul the Apostle speaks of his former
religion as " the .Jews' religion" (Gal. i. 13, 14), and counts all things
" loss for Christ." Though, formerly, he was" blameless as touching
the righteousness which is in the law," now his one desire is "to be
found in Him, not having mine own righteousness which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith" (Phil. iii. 4-10). Like the Publican in the
parable he sought and found mercy, and reconciliation with God
through Christ. Like him, too, he realized that he was" the siuner,"
yea, the Chief of Sinners, as he writes to Timothy: "This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief." In all his ministry
he set forth Christ Jesus as the one true and only propitiation for sin,
writing to the saints at Rome, "Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in His blood" (Rom. iii. 25). And as
the publican in the parable" went down to his house justIfied," i.e.,
accounted righteous by God Himself (Luke xviii. 14), so Paul could
write to the Church of God at Corinth, "God hath made Him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). Saul of Tarsus was a religious man
before God revealed Christ to him, but after that he was a Christian.
His first state was "religion," his latter Christianity. There is an
essential distinction between these two. May the Holy Spirit graciously
open the eyes of some to see this, and to "try things that differ"
(Phil, i. 10, [margin]).
R. J. NoYEs.
Marshal! (Sask.), Canada.
A FIELD :MARSHAL'S DYING WORDS.
FIELD-lVIARSHAL SIR EVELYN WOOD, V.C., passed away in his 82nd
year on 'l'uesday afternoon, December 2 last. "A few hours before
he died he uttered the words, ' My God, my King, my Country.' Later
he murmured: 'I see my Saviour,' and shortly afterwards he passed
away." We are indebted to the Daily Telegraph of December 3,1919,
for this account of the closing words of this distinguished soldier.
What a mercy that at the end of his long life he eould say, " I see my
Saviour."
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LOOK UP.
ST. LUKE xxi. 28.
AT the beginning of another year of grace I would fain bid each dear
reader God speed, and pray that it may be a truly happy new year.
May 1920 be filled with songs of gladness and deliverance. May
the Lord's dear people be comforted on every side. During the year
just ebbing away He has crowned us with so many blessings. Let
us "praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that's to
come." God tenderly veils our eyes, so that we may be "able to
bear." He has many joyous surprises in store. "Oh, how great is
Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee:
which Thou hast wrought for them that trust in Thee before the sons
of men" (Psa. xxxi. 19).
i'liany of my readers are in heaviness of spirit through many trials,
grief, anxiety, pain of body,' temptation, disappointment, distresses
in many, many forms, but the Lord Himself delivereth " out of them
all." It is marvellous how varied the trials of "the beloved of the
Lord" are, not two alike either in detail or treatment. No fellow
believer can prescribe correctly for another. If the tl'ial itself be
similar the temperament is different. That which is heavy to one
would be light to another, and vice versa. This is manifestly the
Lord's dealing in order that each dear one in His family may be
compelled to seek Him alone for deliverance. Thus it comes to pass
that they look unto Him and are lightened. He made us. He
formed us. He fashioned us according to His own gracious design, and
thus He understands. Blessed be His name that He is a God full of
compassion, a God of power and a God of love.
So my new year message to the Zionward pilgrinI is, "Look up."
These were the Master's own words to His own disciples in prospect
of troublous tinIes. What follows the looking up 1 A glorious
sight. "For your redemption draweth nigh." When He was on
earth and gave a blind man sight, He "made hinI look up." What
followed the looking up 1 "He was restored and saw every man
clearly." That upward look brings clear vision. So it will to us
when He makes us look up. We shall no longer see men as trees
walking-a distorted view-but shall see men clearly. When the
deaf man was brought to HinI, He HinIself looked up to heaven ere
He sighed and commanded, " Be opened." What followed the Master's
looking up and sigh 1 "Straightway the deaf man's ears were
opened."
Again, before the hungry multitudes were fed, Jesus" looked up
to heaven" before blessing and breaking the apparently totally
insufficient provision. What followed 1 " They did all eat and were
filled." Thus we see that, invariably, looking up precedes divine
favour.
Whim Christ ascended into heaven the wondering disciples" looked
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up." What did they see 1
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An ascending Saviour, and then by their side stood two men in white
raiment who announced the glad news of the returning Saviour.
In one of David's Psalms (v. 3) he said to the Lord, " In the morning
will I direct my prayer unto Thee and will look up." He closes the
Psalm with the words, "With favour wilt Thou compass him as with
a shield." With favour it was all of grace that he was enabled to
look up. Oh! let us look up tD Him. The morning's upward look
and prayer have been the preludes to every clear guidance during the
day.
In another Psalm (xl. 12) David says, "I am not able to look up."
He sees innumerable evils. Iniquities had taken hold upon him,
more in number than the hairs of his head. His heart failed him.
Poor David, looking around and looking within, saw sin, sin, sin
everywhere. It is not the same joyous experience of the looking up
or the same sequel. But what did the Lord say in Isa. lxvi. ~ " To
this man will I look even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit
and that trembleth at My word." When God's downward look and
the sinner's upward look meet, when Christ's" Lo I come" is heard,
then are" God and sinners reconciled." The" not able to look up"
is met by "Take hold of My strength." In Christ all barriers are
broken. Just as the" too heavy for me" is met by " laid on Him."
Look up, dear children of light, in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Your" not able" is met by" all things through Christ who strengtheneth me." Look up in prayer, in faith, in hope, in love. Look up
and look for. Look not at the temporal things which are seen, but
look at the things which are not seen, the " far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory" which our light affliction worketh for uspainful means to a joyous- end, fragmentary materials toward the
complete equipment, broken vessels" for the Master's use made meet."
Let us look for a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and
Maker is God. Dwelling in tabernacles here, moving from place to
place, never settled or secure, how sweet the looking for the Godbuilt, God-made, God-satisfying city with enduring foundations,
where Christ is all and in all.
We look for new heavens and a new earth. The whole world is
instinctively looking for a new earth, but alas! a man-governed
earth, a man-planned earth. How the Lord looking down upon the
earth must pity the poor, struggling, weak efforts of human management, planned without God, the Omniscient, Omnipotent God. We
who know Him that is true, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, the Lord
our righteousness. "According to His promise" (He is faithful that
promised) we read (Rev. xxi. 1), " And I saw a new heaven and a new
earth." Into this happy place" tb.ere- sh"ll in no wise enter into it
anything that defileth." It is perfect in beauty, in holiness, in love,
and in glory, wherein Christ and His saved ones meet and dwell
together for evermore.
There are several objects for this upward look. " We look for the
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Saviour." "Looking for the mercy of God." "Looking for that
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ." We are assured that" Unto them that look
for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salva·
tion." _ When St. Paul wrote of the crown of righteousness that
awaited him he added, " And not to me only, but unto all them also
that love His appearing." We do love His appearing. We love to
see Him in His providences, His ordinances, His Word, and we love
the prospect of His personal appearing. With this hope we can indeed
look up always, knowing that in due time He will rejoice our hearts
with the supreme gladness of His coming, the rapture of being caught
up to meet Him in the air. It makes all the difference in our outlook
when we are thus taught by the Holy Spirit to look up always. It
irradiates the whole life, and is a constant source of rest in His protec·
tion and provision. He is J ehovah·Jireh still. He will provide.
He will not fail thee nor forsake thee: so:"Minute by minute, hour by hour,
Endure, and hope, and wait.

Who knows what moment heavenly power
Shall set the crooked straight."
" Looking off unto Jesus." Look off from all here, look unto, look
for and
" Look up."
NETTlE.
CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE.
(ISAIAH xlii. 16).

I.
THESE souls are blind: they cannot even see
The way to mercy's throne.
But, Father, I will bring them back to thee
By ways they have not known.

n.
These sheep are dogged by fears of death and hell;
Are hungry and unclean;
But I will lead them to the springing well
And to the pastures green.
. Ill.
These souls are lost; they cannot find the way,
They stumble in the night.
But I will turn their darkness into day,
Yea, I will be their light.
IV.
These pilgrims faint within the narr.ow gate,
. Out in the storms and rain.
But I will make their crooked places straight,
Their stony place~ plain.
RUFus.
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ABRAlIf AND MELcmSEDEC.
EXTRACT FROM DR. CANDLISH'S WORK ON GENESIS.

SUCH is the occasion on which Abram takes up arms. But that
he did so on the mere impulse of natural affection, however amiable,
we can scarcely believe. He surely has divine warrant for what he
does. He fights once, as he walks always, by faith. If it be to this
that Isaiah refers (xli. 2, 3), his testimony is explicit as to the divine
sanction given to Abram's enterprise; aud eveu if the application
of that passage in Isaiah be doubtful, we may safely judge that
Abram would not have resolved beforehand on so unusual a step,
and would not have received so remarkable a blessing afterwards, if
it had been simply his own feelings, and not the. express will of God
that he was obeying. For what right had Abram to wage this war?
and what power had he to wage it so successfully? Neither the right
nor the power belonged to him naturally; both were of faith. Both
the right and the power flowed from Him in Whom he believed.
Abram believed, and in faith he went forth to the battle. It is the
promise of God which gives him both the right and the power. It is
as the lord of .the country, made so by the promise of God; it is as
the real owner and legitimate ruler of it, that Abram, on this
occasion, exercises the royal prerogative of making war. This one
passing glimpse God saw fit to give of the true character of him, who
to the eye of sense seemed to be nothing more than a private man, a
pilgrim and sojourner, comparatively obscure and unknown: just as
in the days of the Saviour's humiliation it pleased the Father to show
Him once in the glory in which He is at last to reign. And as then
ou the Mount of Transfiguration, there were three companions,
witnesses of Christ's Glory, so it would almost seem as if the same
number were purposely selected to be with Abram on the occasion
of this unwonted manifestation of his high dignity. We read of three
men, whether independent P!inces or influential neighbours does not
appear, who were confederate with Abram, who cultivated his
friendship, and were disposed to make common cause with him,
recognizing in him something more than met the eye, some mark of
his actual position, as blessed and made heir of the land by God. For
that there were a few who had some idea of what he really was, and
of what he had a right to be, this very chapter testifies in Melchisedec.
Possibly also the messenger who brought Abram tidings may have
been one of these. "There came one that escaped and told Abram
the Hebrew." The message is brought to " Abram the Hebrew,"
a title which some have interpreted as referring merely to his having
come from beyond the river Euphrates, but which it is far more natural
• to understand as denoting his descent from Heber, or Eber. We have
already seen that Eber was distinguished in the line of Shem, and
that very probably it was he who was commissioned to announce
that authoritative division of the earth from which his son Peleg
received his name. Eber, then, might well be held in remembrance
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in these early times, and it could scarcely fail to be known, that in
the division of the earth this particular portion had been reserved for
his seed. Accordingly, when Abram appeared in Canaan, to distinguish him as "the Hebrew," or descendant of Eber, might fairly
imply an acknowledgment of his high hereditary claims; and such
an acknowledgment he might naturally receive from those who duly
marked the ways of the Lord with him. Hence the propriety of his
being saluted in this connection as "Abram the Hebrew." If he
was to come forward at all in the matter, as the messenger seemed to
suggest, aud as his three friends were prepared to expect, it must be
in the character indicated by this patronymic title, or name of descent.
If they thought it natural or reasonable that he should interfere, it
must have been because they discerned his right to that character and
that title, a right not only founded in his descent from Eber, but confirmed by special promises given to himself. Otherwise, indeed, the
idea of his acting as a prince, and leading an army would scarcely have
occurred either to them or to himself. He is justified in what he does by
his consciousness-they are reconciled to it by their perception--{)f
his true rank and final destiny. For once in his pilgrim state God
glorifies his servant in the eyes of all, as the proprietor and lord of
the land. Not, therefore, as a private person, not as a stranger and
pilgrim-which character he usually bore-but as the heir, did
Abram, on this occasion, take the sword and wage war against the
invaders of the kingdom which was his own; and thus for himself he
received, and to all who had a spiritual discernment.he gave a pledge
and earnest of things to come. It was an anticipation of the promise,
even as the transfiguration of Christ was a foretaste or foreshadowing
of the reward set before Him, and the glory to be revealed in Him.
Viewed prophetically, this incident presents to us the father of the
faithful most vividly apprehending things to come. While as yet he
had not a foot of ground to call his own, he assumes, with all the calmness of undoubted sovereignty, the right to act as the heir of the land.
For a brief space he exercises the function of its lawful owner and
ruler, thus truly living by the power of the world to come. It is a
pledge of the glory to be revealed which is here given, a passing glimpse
of the scene which is to be realized when the promise made to Abram
shall be fully accomplished, and he shall be put in possession of his
long-deferred inheritance. Like the heavenly brightness which overwhelmed the three apostles on the Mount, this unwonted adventure
in the lowly life of the pilgrim points to another order of things.
The interview with Melchisedec throws additional light on the faith
of Abram. The whole real mystery of Melchisedec, the commentator
(Hebrews) himself clears up. It lies not in his power at all, but exclusively in his office. It is as a priest and prince that he is a mysterious
or rather simply a typical personage, and he is so chiefly in respect of
these two particulars: first, the significant appellations that he bears
as King (Heb. vii. 2), and second, the singular isolated order of
his priesthood (v. 3). As king, he bore the personal appellation of
3
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Melchisedec, or king of righteousness; and the seat of his kingdom
being Salem, he held the title King of Salem, which means King of
Peace. . . It was the King of Righteousness and Peace that Abram
acknowledged in the very height of his own triumph, when he accepted
Melchisedec's hospitality, and received at his hands the refreshment
of bread !tnd wine. Again, as priest Melchisedec stood apart from
all others, isolated and alone; and Abram 'lVailed himself of his
sacred office in that character. Melchisedec accordingly on the one
hand blessed Abram on God's behalf: "Blessed be Abram of
the most high God, possessor of ·heaven and earth"; and again on
the other !)and he blessed God on Abram's behalf: "Blessed be the
most high God that hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand."
This brief and comprehensive form of benediction is in truth a summary
of the entire priestly function, and it brings out, as comprised in one
single and simple act, the whole ministry proper to the priest, as interposing or mediating between the great God in heaven and the servant
or worshipper of God on earth. What is a priest, but one through
whose effectual offerings and intercession the blessing of God comes
down upon man; and through whom again, from man's deliverance
blessing and honour and glory and power redound to God in the
highest ~
In a very inferior and subordinate sense men may bless one another,
and may bless God on behalf of one another; but in .the one case it
is merely the utterance of a desire or prayer, and in the other a becoming
reverence and gratitude. But the act of Melchisedec evidently implies
something more: it is authoritative and efficacious; he blesses as
one having a right to bless, as one whose ministry really and actually
does bring good to man on the one hand and praise to God on the
other. What good does it bring to man ~ Is it not all the fullness
of God ~ What praise does it bring to God ~ Is it not all the praise
of man's salvation ~ How marvellous, how full of meaning is this
alternation and recipr~cation, this intercourse between God and man,
of which the priest becomes the minister! Between the two parties .
a transference or exchange takes place, the highest property of each
being imparted or ascribed to the other. For who in this case are the
parties 1 God on the one side, "the most high God, possessor of
heaven and earth," and Abram on the other, saved in battle, and
victorious over all his enemies. And what is this double blessing ~
What does it imply ~ What but this: that the Lord's prerogative
"!l possessor of heaven and earth, becomes virtually Abram's; and
Abram's glory as victorious over all his enemies, becomes truly the
Lord's. 0 most blessed traffic! most profitable exchange! Who
can hesitate about closing with so advantageous a treaty 1 Abram
has the benefit of God being the possessor of heaven and earth.
God has the glory of Abram's victory over his enemies. How
gracious the arrangement! how reasonable, equitable, and righteous !
What can faithful Abram say to it ~ Can he demur to the
terms proposed ~ holding fast the praise of his victory as his own,
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and saying, "My own right hand has got it" 1 Can he be for
taking the credit of it to himself, and reckoning on the like
success as always at his command 1 That would be miserable policy,
poor economy indeed! Better far, even in a prudential point of
view, to give it all over to God, and to receive instead of it a vested
intereat, if one may venture so to speak-a right of property-in
God Himself, the Lord J ehovah as the most high God, the possessor
of heaven and earth.
But who or what is this Melchisedec that he should be competent
for such a function 1 He was, it is true, a king and a priest together;
but so were many heads of families and tribes in these days, and so
virtually was Abram himself. Abram officiated as a priest when
he built an altar wherever he went to the Lord; and on this one
occasion at least, the occasion on which lie came in contact with Melcbisedec, he acted as a king, going forth to battle and returning in
triumph. In this respect, therefore, and in so far as the mere union
<Jf the two dignities of royalty and priesthood was concerned, there
was nothing very peculiar in Melchisedec's p9sition. Abram himself stood almost on the same footing. What then does this transaction
mean 1 Melchisedec was undonbtedly an eminently holy man, a
believer in the true God and the promised Messiah; and accordingly, the interview between him and Abram, considered merely as the
meeting of two heaven-owned saints and patriarchs, is full of interest.
The one is a remarkable example of the grace of God preserving amidst
the days of a general apostasy an elect remnant; the other is an
instance, no less striking, of that divine and sovereign grace bringing
in from without a new seed; and the two, meeting thus as debtors to
the same grace, cannot but rejoice in mutually recognizing and
acknowledging each other. It is as if the torch is here visibly handed
over from the last of the former band, to the first of that which is to
succeed. The Church is transferred to a new stock or stem; the
cause receives a new impulse, and is to have a fresh start, and this
singular transaction between Melchisedec and Abram is the cont necting link between the two systems, or orders, or dispensations, of
which the one is now waxing old, and the other is but just beginning
to appear. The general and unrestricted dispensation of religious
faith and worship, transmitted indiscriminately by tradition among
all the descendants of Noah, is about to give place to a dispensation
limited to a particular family or race, to whom ultimately are to be
committed the oracles of God. One form of the primitive order is
to be superseded by another; the patriarchal institute is to be
succeeded by the Levitical and legal ordinances which are to be
established in Abram's house; and the substantial identity of the
two is indicated by the meeting of their representatives. It is like
aged Simeon embracing in his arms the infant Saviour, the last patriarch
and prophet of the law not departing till he sees and hails the newborn hope of the Gospel; the lingering twilight of departing day
mingling with the dawn of a better morn !
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But a higher view still is to be taken of this transaction. This is
plain from the use the Apostle makes of it, and the importance he
attaches to it. Melchisedec officiated as the type of the Messiah Who
was to be a priest after the same order as Himself; and Abram
undoubtedly had respect to him in that character. It was not the
mediation of a mere man that he acknowledged; it was not the
ministry of an earthly priest that he trusted; Melchisedec, king and
priest as he was, could not really and effectually convey to Abram
the blessing of the Most High God, the possessor of heaven and earth,
nor was it through him that the glory of Abram's victory, and the
tithes of his spoil and goods, could be acceptably transmitted to God.
But a greater than Melchisedec is here, present surely, not indeed to
the senses, but to the minds of both. In His name Melchisedec acts,
and to Him in Melchisedec's person Abram does homage.
But a higher view still is to be taken of this transaction. Melchisedec,
as the last preserver, as it were, of the primitive patriarchal hope,
hands over his function to one more highly favoured than himself in
the very spirit of the Baptist, John iii. 30. His own occupation as a
witness and standing type of the Messiah is over; one newly called
out of heathenism is to succeed, and to take his place. Melchisedec
is content. He sees in Abram the promised seed, and blesses him
accordingly; while again, in Melchisedec, Abram sees, however
dimly, the day of Christ, and Christ Hiroself. Thus the patria.rcha~
the Abrahamic and the Levitical dispensations appear all of them in
their true character as subordinate and shadowy; and in the eye of
faith Christ is All in All.
Let -it be noted also that it is specially in contrast with the Levitical
priesthood in the house of Aaron, that the Apostle exalts and magnifies
the priesthood after the order of Melchisedec. His object is to satisfy
the Hebrew Christians as to the reality of Christ's priesthood, and toinstruct them as to its nature. For this purpose he cites the deed or
decree of nomination or appointment: "Jehovah hath sworn and
will not repent. Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec "
(Psa. cx. 4); appealing to this ilTevocable oath as the warrant fol"
regarding the Messiah as invested in perpetuity with the priestly
office (Heb. vii.). Nor could exception be taken to His being held to
be a priest because He was not of the house of Aaron. This might
have been an insuperable bar to His claim had He sought to minister
in the earthly sanctuary, and to be the l\iediator of the Levitical
covenant.
depends on the right interpretation of the term
Gospel. In my humble opinion it signifies good news-glad tidings of
great joy-a gracious declaration of mercy to the gnilty and the
ruined-salvation from the wrath to come-salvation from the guilt
and power of sin, through the meritorious righteousness and
blood-shedding of the Lord of life and glory.-Selina. Gounte.ss at
Huntingdon.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very thankful to God to
find that the Balance Sheet for the year 1918 indicates that the
response to their appeal has met the needs arising out of the greatly
increased cost of printing. They unite in warmly thanking their
many friends, rich and poor alike, for their liberal donations. They
rejoice, too, that the circulation of the MAGAZINE is being maintained.
They are obliged, however, to inform the readers that the need for
their regular annual donations is as great as ever. A further heavy
increase in the cost of printing began with the July issue. This has been
caused by a further rise in wages.
. Our expenditure is also greatly increased by the rise in the cost of
postage--each copy sent out costing three halfpence for postage. As a
fact, the Magazine is being sold considerably below cost price.
The Trustees, however, desire to avoid raising the price of the
MAGAZINE, relying still on the faithfuhress of their Covenant God and
the continued generosity of our many readers.
Donations and annual contributions may be sent as before to the
publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74, Strand, London, W.C.2, or to the
Editor.
. The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the followmg surns:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Mr. W. Pearce
0 2 0 Mrs. M. Shaw
• • 010 0
Mrs. M. Crossley
· 0 4 0 Mrs. H. Holmes
· 014 0
Streatley Hall
0 4 0 Mrs. E lliott · .
0 2 0
••
Mrs. Riley
o 14 0 Ilk J. H. Sinrpson · 0 4 0
Miss M. A. BTOughton 0 4 0 Mrs. Blinkhorn
0 5 0
••
.. J. C. D."
5 5 0 Mrs. R. Dalton
1 0 0
Miss E. Hopkins
018 0 Mrs. M. Kille ..
·. o 10 0
G.O."
Mr. G. Alexander
1 1 0
0 3 0
Mrs. E. Simmons
0 4 0 Mrs. Hoadley..
. 0 4 0
Mrs. H. Wild ..
0 4 0 " A Constant Reader" 5 0 0
Mrs. M. Gimson
1 0 0 " New Bmnswick"
0 3 8
Mr. S. E. Naish
0 3 0 Mr. S. Wiltshire
0 4 0
••
Miss A. Hatch
1 0 0 Mrs. Spong ·.
1 0 0
Mr. J. E. Winder
1 1 0 E. B. ..
0 2 6
••
••
·
Miss E. Nuttall
010 0 Miss Roberts
0 4 0
Mrs. E. Ewart
0 8 0
·. 0 4 0 Miss M. Maslen
Mr. S. Holden
· 0 2 0 Mrs. M. Malcolm ·. 0 4 0
Miss E. Briggs
0 5 0 Mr. J. P. King
1 2 0
~, B." ..
0 8 0 Mr. T. Adams
·. 3 5 0
Miss M. Kinrbell
0 8 0
· . 0 4 0 Mrs. A. Smith
.
HE. C."
0 5 0
••
· 0 8 0 Miss E. Broughton
Mr. H. Shiles .•
· 1 8 0 Mrs. J. J ones
· o 14 0
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OUT OF PRISON.
WE may read in Foxe's " Acts and Monuments," Val. VIII, page 327,
of "the tragical handling of Alice Benden." Her husband helped
in her betrayal to the persecutors of God's saints, and from October,
1556, to June, 1557, she was in their hands who thirsted for her blood.
At first her brother came and ministered to her needs, but that being
found out, she was put into a hole where for a while he could not
find her; and for several weeks she was shut up, deprived of all human
comforts, her life only sustained by bread and water. "At her first
coming into this place, she did grievously bewail with great sorrow
and lamentation, and reasoned with herself why her Lord God did
with His so heavy justice, suffer her to be sequestered from her loving
fellows into so extreme misery. In these dolorous mournings did
she continue, till on a night as she was in her sorrowful supplications,
rehearsing this verse of the psalm, 'Why art thou so heavy, 0 my
soul 1 ' and again, 'The right hand of the Most High can change
all,' she received comfort in the midst of her miseries, and after that
continued very joyful until her delivery from the same."
Thus though she was in prison, her solitary place was made glad
with the light of God's countenance, and the expression of the love
of Ohrist. We do not, in reading of Joseph's imprisonment, get the
impression that he rejoiced in his tribulation. We know that God
was with him; showed him mercy, gave him favour in the eyes of
the gaol keeper, and because the Lord was with him all he did prospered. And at the end of two full years he had further proof that
still he was not forsaken. The interpretations that he gave of the
butler's and baker's dreams came true to the letter; but yet he was
left behind, and" the iron entered into his sow." He had prosperity,
but he wanted libetty; he had proof of the Lord's favour and mercy,
but he wanted the fulfilment of his early dreams; and he wanted the
crook that made him a captive-he wanted that made straight. And
in one day-a day known to the Lord-it was made straight; and
once and for ever, he crossed the threshold of his prison, and entered
-.in favour with man as well as with God-into the king's palace.
Then, his captivity turned, he might think of all that had been: of
the visitations that preserved his spirit from altogether failing, of
the secret strength that came to him from on high, so that he endured
to the end. He had got all, and a thousand ti!J1es more than he had
hoped for. His expectation had not been cut off. He had been
right and not wrong all those years in thinking that surely his early
aspirations were of God. So he wore his gold chain. When Manasseh
was born he had forgotten his toil. When Ephraim came he was
enjoying his greatness and still God was with him.
"I am shnt up," Jeremiah said, "I cannot come forth." No, he
could not come forth, until God opened the prison door. Sometimes
we affect to be at liberty, where all the sentiments of our hearts belie
our profession. We might as well acknowledge, with the prophet,
that we cannot come forth until the Lord speaks the word. But that
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word can come to His saints now as it did to Jeremiah then. No
bars or locks can shnt Him ont, and no bars or locks can prevent
the cry of the afflicted from leaving the dungeon behind and reaching
the throne of grace, so that Jeremiah has not been the last to say,
"I called upon Thy name, 0 Lord, out of the low dungeon. Thou
hast heard my voiee. . . . Thon drewest near. . . . Thou saidst.
Fear not."

Peter also was kept in prison. There, chained to the soldiers who
were responsible for his security, he slept. He slept, his friends
prayed, and God wrought. All his care was east upon the Lord.
Body and soul, he was in the hands-not so much of his jailers--as
of a faithful Creator and Father, a forgiving and loving Redeemer,
a powerful and even tender Guide. And so the chains slipped to
the ground, the morning antieipated itself in his deliverance, and
when the sun 'rose he had already joined his astonished friends in
hymns of praise and thanksgiving to God.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON AND THE BISHOP OF
GLOUCESTER.
WHEN the Countess of Huntingdon was converted, " the change which
divine grace had wrought npon her Ladyship's heart soon became
observable to all around, by the open confession which she made of
the faith once delivered to the saints, and by the zealous support she
gave to the cause of God, amidst the torrents of reproach with which
it was attended. To the noble circle in which the Countess moved,
such professions and conduct appeared strange; and there were not
wanting some who, under the guise of friendship, wished Lord
Huntingdon to interpose his authority. . . . His Lordship was too
generous to yield to such insidious advice, but he recommended her
to converse with Bishop Benson, who had been his tutor, and with,
this request she readily complied. The Bishop was accordingly sent
for, and he attempted to eonvinee her Ladyship of the unnecessary
strictness of her sentiments and conduct. But she pressed him so
hard with Scripture, brought so many arguments from the Articles
and Homilies, and so plainly and faithfully urged upon him the awful
responsibility of his station under the great Head of the Church, that
his temper was ruJRed, and he rose up in haste to depart, bitterly
lamenting that he had ever laid his hands upon George Whitefield,
to whom he attributed the change wrought in her Ladyship. ' My
Lord' ! (said the Countess). , mark my words: when you are on your
dying bed, that will be one of the few ordinations you will reflect
upon with complacence.' The Bishop's conduct at that solemn season
verified her prediction: for when near his death he sent ten guineas
to Mr. Whitefield, as a token of regard and veneration, and begged to
be remembered by him in his prayers! "-The Li/e and Times 0/ the
Countess 0/ Huntingdon, pp. 17, 18.
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In .ftlemotiam.
THE REV. WILLIAM J. POLLOCK. M.A.
I WOULD that a worthier and more able pen than mine might have
written the memorial note in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of so learned,
heavenly-minded, and faithful a minister of Christ and steward of the
mysteries of God, as the truly Reverend William James Pollock, who,
in his ninetieth year, has passed from our midst to join the Church
Triumphant, on high. Early in the morning of the Lord's Day,
November 9th, the last step of the desert-way was taken, the nexthe was at Home with the Lord, face to face, in fulness of joy. His
redeemed body was laid to sleep by Jesns-a rendering of 1 Thess. iv.
14 which was sweet to him and on which he had enlarged to my sister
the last time they were to meet on earth. They had met in a shop,
and it did not matter to Mr. Pollock where he was, he would speak of
Christ. His mind was wholly absorbed in Him, His precious Word,
His glories, the deep things of God. It was soul-satisfying to have a
talk with him, to hear from his lips the .sweetest Name Which is as
ointment, fragrant ointment poured forth, to the weary heart. If you
asked him, " Saw ye Him in Whom my soul loveth ~" as a faithful
watchman with whom his beloved Lord and Master often held tryst,
he would tell yon at once be had indeed seen Him, and would describe
the beauty, the excellencies, the all-sufficiency of that Glorious One.
He had known, overwhelmingly, the shining of His Presence. "I
only care to speak of Him," he said to the soul who was desiring to
hear only of Him. And SO when you met him he would feed you with
the bread of life from some passage on which he had himself been
feeding. "In early life," he writes, " the' Song' was one of my chief
feeding grounds." As he was a beautiful reader, so did he give fu]],
deep meaning to the inspired words he quoted, often translating from
the original text, of which he was a close and diligent student to his
.life's end. It seems a short time ago that, in a busy main street, he
quoted those wonderful words in such a way as to give the depth and
height of the everlasting love in them, and their personal application,
" Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given." Once, when he and
we were staying at Weston, he came in, I remember, and told our
beloved father of a conversation he had just had with a man ne.aring
the end of his days, who was standing at his garden gate. Our dear
friend had commenced it by asking him if he had "a good hope,"
through grace. In one of his deeply-valued letters he writes: "I was
ruminating on the Lord's words, 'No man knoweth the Son but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father save the Son, and he
to whom the Son will reveal Him.' And then my mind wandered on
to the very next, most loving words: 'Come unto Me, all ye who are
weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest.' With one exception,
I never heard of anyone coming to Him and finding rest at once. It
was I think Toplady who wrote the words, ' Tarry His leisure then.'

,
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.. I remember 'coming' and thinking I should have the rest at
once. But it was as Toplady said, I can't now remember how long I
had to wait." In his early life Mr. Pollock lived in Dublin, and he
was the first of his family to find out the Rev. W. H. Krause's teaching,
that" prince of Evangelical preachers." This led to all the family
attending his priceless ministry, and then to :ltIr. Krause's holding Bible
readings at their house. Mr. Pollock was then at college. A most
interesting and valuable letter will be found in the July number of the
MAGAZINE, 1904, p. 425, from the pen of this his" dearly loved brother
in the Lord" to the beloved and now glorified Editor. It was written
in answer to a question of his on the ordinance of preaching. Mr.
Pollock speaks in it of his personal knowledge of Mr. Krause, whose
son·in-law he became. He said he would never forget the emphasis
with which he heard Mr. Krause say to his mother, who had introduced
her son as preparing for the ministry, "I preach Christ." A lifesketch of the Rev. W. H. Krause, M.A., is in the MAGAZINE for May,
1904, and his sermons and lectures have appeared frequently. As
readeI"S will remember, Mr. Pollock's ministerial appointments were
various. At St. Paul's, Newport, as curate to the Rev. J. T. Wrenford,
he entered into much real revival work, and had much blessing. On
one occasion he was asked to conduct a mission at such short notice
that he shrank, I believe, from the call; but the Lord, the Holy Spirit,
on Whom he ever implicitly and entirely relied for his message, did not
fail him now, and He applied the Word savingly to many of his hearers.
Mr. Pollock delighted to honour the Holy Spirit of Life in repeating
passages of Scripture which the Holy One had used by his mouth to
the salvation of souls. All the glory and praise belonged to the God
of salvation. He was curate-in-charge at Crosthwaite, Cumberland,
under the saintly Bishop Waldegrave, and in 1863, to the adjoining
parish of Wythop, my father was appointed by the Bishop, on his
ordination. Thus their friendship in the Lord began which was never
to end. Both of these eminent ministers of Christ loved the Bishop
intensely with a reverent, spiritual love, which was beautiful to see,
and which never grew dim nor less to the end of their faithful lives.
Both loved to recall and to dwell on his words. Both had officiated
for him in the country churches by lake and on fell-side where this
truly apostolic Bishop delighted to minister the Word of Truth. Mr.
Pollock was also curate to the great and gracious Rev. Dr. Walker, of
Cheltenham, his" dearly loved Rector and Brother," whose son, the
Rev. J. E. Walker, also a close friend of Mr. Pollock, contributed choice
and deeply spiritual articles to the MAGAZINE. In 1887, Mr. Pollock
came to Bristol, from St. Saviour's, Bath, to take up the chaplaincy
of the Blind Asylum. He was always a valued visitor at Mary-le-Port
Church, very sacredly associated with us there also, for he preached
one of the funeral sermons of our sainted mother. His life of late years,
lived in quietuess and retirement, was largely a life of study and
meditation in the Blessed Word, of close communion with his Lord
and Saviour, and of prayer. I have thought mueh of the 34th verse
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of Psa. civ. in connection with my deeply and lovingly·reverenced
friend; "My meditation shall be sweet to Him "-for so it may be
rendered. One of his sorely bereaved daughters writes: "He . . .
prayed much when too feeble for more. . . . I never knew in my own
life anyone so steeped in constant prayer; prayer was as natural as
the breath of life to him; and he was the nearest my experience has
ever known to approach what is in 2 Cor. xii. 3, 4. 'The world knoweth
. . . not' is true of such and of experiences like theirs. More things
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of, and thus he often
thought, and spoke." How little the Church militant can estimate
such a loss as this from her ranks; how little the Church of England
to-day recks the removal of such loyal-hearted, faithful sons. Only
those who have lived all their lives with such holy, devoted men of
G<>d, mighty in the Scriptures, in faith, in love, in prayer, know the
overwhelming, irreparable spiritual loss their removal means. Mrs
Pollock, and his daughters, will need the prayers of God's people. He
had sorrow upon sorrow in the loss of all his sons.
Many a spiritually eloquent voice, silenced now on earth, many a
grace·gifted pen, la,id aside for ever, many a distinguished kinsman,
spiritual as well as natural, would have deemed ii a high and holy
privilege to glorify God in honouring the blessed memory of this His
faithful and true minister, but they were all in the Glory before himawaiting him, and his record is on High.
L. ORMISTON.

etonfSP8nllmu.
A YORKSHIRE READER'S TESTIMONY.
To the Editm of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR Sm,-I am addressing you this year, as I want to tell you how
much I appreciate your writings in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and to
send you a trifle towards the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. I am over
eighty years of age (the youngest and last of a very large family), and
my father took your valuable Magazine from before 1830, and continued
a subscriber all his life, I take two copies. . . . I send my cheque
for £1 10s.; 12s. for the two Magazines, and 18s. for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE Fund, and postage.
These are indeed serious times, and need the earnest prayers of
all God's faithful people, and increased watchfulness against the wiles
and power of Satan, which, as you said, will probably increase as his
time of power gets shorter.
Trusting you will pardon my troubling you with this matter, and
with my earnest prayer that G<>d will bless you and all your work,
Yours faithfully,

E. H.
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THE FALLACIES AND DANGERS OF HIGHER CRITICISM.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-Soon after reading your very able article
on "Satanic Power" in last month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I was at
the public library and took down from the shelves a book by a Professor
Barton on "The Religion of Israel." This book confirms all you
have said, and more. It is said to be "Wl'itten for college undergraduates" because" the undergraduate wishes to know the truth as fully
and frankly as it can 1:e known." And so it is a dish·up of the so-called
"assured results" of the German Higher Critics, all built 'up on
" probability," etc. I noticed in one page, no larger than one of the
earlier pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that in the thirty-eight lines
we are told" it is natural to suppose," three times" are said to be,"
and three times" probably." Such terms occur in most, if not all,
the pages, and such imaginations are brought forward as "the
truth."
Of course the existence of the Patriarchs is denied; the" twelve
sons of Jacob correspond to the twelve tribes of Israel and are probably
simply personifications of those tribes." What seems strange to me
is that these "Higher Critics" cannot realize that the Hebrews or
any nations once had a beginning. They 'l'Tite as if the Israelitish
tribes, the Assyrians and other races always existed, and conseqnentiy
such a chapter as Gen. x. staggers them, To them it was impossible
there could have been such a person as (say) Asshur, the son of Shem,
whose descendants gradually grew to be such a nation as the
Assyrians. They argue backwards: the Assyrians always existed,
and to account for them the Jews concocted Asshur! And so on
throughout the chapter. The Israelites, to them, were similar. The
twelve tribes always existed and concocted traditions to account for
their origin; and, of course, having really no beginning or early
days, they had no early history but had to borrow this from other
nations! Thus the "tradition" that "the altar at Shechem was
built by Abraham (Gen. xii. 7) and that Jacob set up the pillar at
Bethel (Gen. xxviii.)" were borrowed from the Canaanites; the
accounts of the creation and flood were borrowed from Babylonia, and
SO

on.

But what to me is the most Satanic of their teaching and taught as
"the truth," is that regarding Jehovah, the Creator of heaven and
earth, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. According to these "human agents of Satan" (as
you truly describe them) it is "probable" that before Moses' time
" each tribe had one or more deities" of its own; that" Yahweh "
(as they spell" Jehovah ") "was the deity of the Kenites," "the
tribal god of the Kenite-Midianites," and that Moses learnt to worship
him through Jethro. At Horeb, they tell us, Jethro, priest of Midian,
"offered to Yahweh the first sacrifice in which Hebrews participated
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apparently Jethro was initiating the Hebrews into the worship
of the new deity."
Is it not dreadful ~ These poor deluded enemies of God, like the
pagan Seunacherib of old, look on God as no more or less than the
idols·of the heathen. "Assuredly," as Calvin says" when the Word
of God is despised, all reverence for Him is gone." They, like the
Samaritans, worship they know not what. "True religion," says
Calvin again, " must be conformable to the will of God as its unerring
standard; that He can never deny Himself, and is no spectre or
phantom to be metamorphosed at each individual's caprice. . . .
Those, therefore, who set up a fictitious worship, merely worship and
adore their own childish conceits. Hence that vague and wandering
opinion of Deity is declared by an apostle to be ignorance of God.
'Howbeit, then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them
which by nature are no gods.' And he elsewhere declares that the
Ephesians were 'without God' (Eph. n. 12) at the time when they
wandered without any correct knowledge of Him."
This book only deals with the Old Testament, but these Higher
Critical infidels treat the New similarly. The late Pro£. Cheyne in one
of his books repeatedly refers to the crucifixion as unhistorical, and
speaks of " the myth of the dying and reviving Saviour." He pleads
that one Messiah is not enough, and" we want Messiahs badly now."
"Why," he asks, "should we not go even beyond Paul, and honour
God by assuming a number of Christs, among whom-if we approach
the subject impartially-would be Socrates, Zarathristia, Gautama
the Buddha, as well as Jesus the Christ ~ Why, indeed, should we
not ~" Is not this a denial of the Lord Jesus Christ ~ And is it
not true that "he that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the
Father which hath sent Him " ~
" This is the record that GOd hath given to us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life." Yes, that is it. These poor men
have no spirituallife; they are spiritually dead and pliant (and willing 1)
agents in Satan's hands to vomit forth all his undying and inveterate
hatred of God and His Christ. And yet these. awful lies and blasphemies are given to students as " the truth," and they more or less
train them as infidels. Later on they are ordained to the ministry!
Is it any wonder that so few of the clergy (and dissenting ministers,
too) really believe the prayers they read and the articles of faith they
recite ~ Who wants to listen to a preacher who does not believe
what he is preaching; or preaches what is manifestly contrary to
God's Word ~ I must apologize for the length of this letter, but I
was much stirred by that book and it showed how true your words
were.
With sincere regards,
68, Vict<Fria Road,
Birkenhead, Dec. 2nd, 1919.

F.

BARKER COOKE.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE AR?>rr AND NAVY.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Our young soldiers and sailors need above everything
else the Gospel of Christ, and we are seeking in every way possible
to reach them with the word of truth. My dear father was ever
wont to call the army his spiritual birthplace, and traced his conversion
to a book given to him in a Military Hospital. 'Vho can tell what
purposes of mercy the Lord has to many who are now wearing the
kha1.'i and blue uniform of the King 1 We should feel deeply encouraged to see fresh friends come forward to help this old-established
work.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6, 8tirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, Dec. 1st, 1919.

•
1)roteS'tllnt iSeacon.
RITUALISM FOSTERED BY BISHOPS.
THE subjoined paragraphs from The Church Gazeue, of October, 1919,
indicate how the Romanizing movement in the Church of England
has been encouraged and helped forward by Bishops.
The Bishops of the Past and the High Church Movement.-We were
surprised to read lately a letter of the Bishop of Exeter strongly
denying that the Bishops have always been opposed to the High
Church movement. We can scarcely believe that anyone has ever
seriously maintained that the High Church movement has been
definitely opposed by any large number of the Bishops. On the
contrary, there is no difficulty in showing, as the Bishop himself goes
on to do, that they have been among its most active supporters. The
Bishop takes the Diocese of Exeter for example. He points out that
Bishop Phillpotts insisted that the surplice should be worn in place
of the black gown, when Plymouth was essentially Protestsnt, and
the two churches of the town were in the hands of the Evangelical
party. The Bishop took advantage of the Peel Act to create three
new parishes, in which to inculcate High Church doctrine. These
parishes, as the Bishop impresses upon his readers, were taken out
of Evangelical parishes by the Bishop, and one of them at any rate
was placed in. the hands of an extreme man. The Bishop reminds his
readers that it was Bishop Phillpotts who took action against the
Rev. G. C. Gorham, whom he needlessly describes as "an Extreme
and violent Evangelical." The Gorham case is well known to our
readers. It showed the bitter and cruel spirit with which a High
Church Bishop could attack an Evangelical. Fortunately the Bishop
lost his case, and the liberty of Evangelicals was secured. The
Bishop of Exeter rightly condemns those who falsify the history of
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the Church in thus representing the Bishops as opposed to the High
Church movement. We cannot say that we share his surprise at this
falsification. If he will extend his researches a little further, and read
some of the manuals that are issued in the interest of the extreme
section of the Church, he will find even more amazing statements
than those which he criticises. He adds that Bishop Phillpotts was
largely responsible for the High Church movement in the West. We
may well enquire what advantage the Church has secured by Bishop
Phillpotts' action. The Bishop of Exeter acknowledges that a portion
of Plymouth was forcibly taken from the Evangelicals and given over
to the extreme section of the High Church party. We have no hesitation in saying that the consequences in controversy and division have
been lamentable. If the sense of fair play and toleration were exhibited towards Evangelicals in other directions, the position might be
tolerable, but while the Bishops forcibly deprive Evangelicals of their
rights, some of them make it quite clear that they will not appoint
Evangelicals to any living, for the reason, forsooth, that they think
that Evangelical clergymen are amply provided with livings by the
Evangelical Trustees.
Episcopal Influence.-We may point out that the extreme section
of the Church has also its Tmstees, who are patrons of a large number
of livings, yet this does not prevent some of the Bishops from appointing representatives from this section of the Church to important
benefices. Some one was enquiring not long ago why it is that so
many who are ordained Evangelicals, and serve their first curacies
in Evangelical parishes, subsequently go to churches of another type.
One of the answers is clear. The prejudices of a section of the Episcopate, and especially of those who influence the higher appointments
of the Church, are mainly against Evangelicals unless they are willing
to submerge their own convictions. The majority of curates look to
their Bishops for support and advancement. It is known that Bishops,
such as several whom we could name, entertain feelings of an unkind
nature, to put it mildly, towards Evangelicals. It is not surprising,
therefore, that only those whose convictions are deeply rooted, and
whose principles are unshakable, resist the subtle temptations that
are put before them, and avoid the feeling of separation and aloofness,
which is the lot now of so many who work in Evangelical ·parishes.
An interesting commentary on the contention of the Bishop of Exeter
may be gathered from an article in one of the organs of the extreme
school. The object of the article in question was to question the
right of the Bishops to interfere with some of the practices of the
extreme men. The line of argument adopted was that it may be
allowable for the Bishops to interfere with such practices as Benediction and the Exposition of the Sacrament, because these do not
generally prevail, but there are a number of practices that undoubtedly
were illegal at one time, yet such irregularities have been so long
condoned, that they may be safely practised in spite of any opposition
on the part of the Bishops. This shows clearly that the Bishops have,
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if not actively, at least passively, helped the High Church movem,ent.
They have taken no action against irregularities in the past, consequently irregularities have been tolerated, aud now have secured a
safe place in our Church practice. This certainly bears out the claim
of the Bishop of Exeter, that there is no ground for maintaining that
the Bishops have been opposed to the High Church movement. It
would undoubtedly have been better for the Church to-day if they
had acted more firmly in the past.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Society's friends in the west and south of England have recently
sent valuable help, the Revs. A. J. Day, B.A., F. W. Davis, B.A., and
H. Sevile, and many ladies having rendered service which we grate·
fully acknowledge. Miss Ruth Cowell, Mrs. Day and other ladies
have obtained no less than £53 17s. 6d. through their recent Sale of
Work at Bristol, £3 being a special donation from our esteemed
supporter, Mrs. Jones, of California. The Rev. G. W. Neatby, Vicar
of St. John's, Highbury, preached at the Autumn Meeting at our
Hornsey Rise Home. Meetings have also been held at Eastbourne,
Tunbridge Wells, and Croydon, with successful results, the Revs.
A. E. Glover, M.A., H. Popham, and W. Broode, and Mr. Alderman
Caley, J.P., taking part.
The past and present tokens of God's blessing inspire hope with
regard to the future. Though to-day is fraught with uncertainty
nationally, our Lord's words are 'our strength. "Lo, I am with you
alway," to support, sustain, and supply, now as ever.
The Institution is based upon Protestant and distinctive truth; it
is for the Lord's aged poor, and by its foundation and the spirit of
its work, it is in complete accord with the blessed Gospel declared
by this Magazine, which for generations has included amongst its
subscribers, faithful friends of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
GOD has adapted Himself to our curiosity. "I will show you My will
and purpose," He says, "but this I will not do in the way of carnal
wisdom, as you imagine. This I will do. Instead of an unrevealed,
I will become a revealed God; and, nevertheless, I will remain the
same God. I will become incarnate or will send My SOil; He will
die for your sins and will rise again from the dead. Thus I will
satisfy your desire to know whether or not you are predestinated.
Behold My Son, hear Him" (Matt. xvii. 5). See Him lying in the
manger, in the lap of His mother, and hanging on the cross! Note
what He does and what He says! In so doing you apprehend Me.
For he that seeth Me, says Christ (John xiv. 9) seeth also the Father
Himself. If you hear Him, and are baptized in His name, and love
His Word, you are assuredly predestinated, and are sure of your
salvation.-Martin LutMr.
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SOME FOUNDATION TRUTHS. Pp. 39. Price 6d.; by post 8d. (Rev.
Henry Atherton, The Parsonage, 100-102, Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5.)
•
This pamphlet contains the report of the sermon preached, and the
papers read at the Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union,
held at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, in May, 1919. The suljects dealt
with were, The Trinity, The Fall of Man, Particular Redemption,
Justification with God, Sanctification, The Wisdom of God in a
Mystery, and the Principles of Protestantism. The Conference Sermon
was preached by the Rev. J. M. Sangar, and he also contributed the
paper on the Trinity. Besides the' Honorary Secretary's opening
address, the other papers were contributed by the Rev. Sydney W.
White, the Rev. William Walmsley, the Rev. E. Roe, the Rev. J.
Raven, the Rev. W. Sinden, and Mr. John E. Hazelton. All the
papers and the sermon are of a high order, and the writers ably deal
with the subjects assigned to them. Lovers of the great doctrines
of grace will find here much helpful reading.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANACK FOR 1920. Compiled by
. CAPTAIN J. W. D. BARRON, J.P. Price 2d., or bound in cloth
8d. net, postage extra. (Church Association, 13, 14, Buckingham
Street, London, W.C.2.)
This admirable Church of England Almanack is now issued for the
thirty-second year in succession. It has an admirable portrait of
the Right Rev. Dr. J. T. lnskip, Bishop of Barking, formerly Vicar of
Southport. There is also an illustration of Cheadle Parish Church,
now happily in the gift of The Church Association Trust. An excellent
foreword is contributed by Preb. H. E. Fox on "The Word of the
Lord endureth for ever." A great deal of valuable information about
Protestant and Ritualistic societies is incorporated in its pages.
Besides Postal Regnlations there is also much valuable matter. The
morning and evening lessons are given for each month. This is an
Almanack which all clergymen and members of the Church of England
will find of daily value.
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I AM of opinion that there is no man who has ever endeavoured to
concentrate all his energies, both physical and mental, in praising
Gcd, but will find himself unequal for so lofty a subject, the transcendent grandeur of which overpowers our senses.--Galmn.
GOD'S Word is God's Word; that needs no fong discussion. He
that charges God with falsehood, or blasphemes Him in respect to
one word, or says that it is a matter of little importance that He be
blasphemed and charged with falsehood, blasphemes all of God and
makes light of all blasphemy of God.-LutMr.
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