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TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
of the financial position.
At the Meeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £ 158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure
exceeded the income by about £49.
Since then a letter dated Sept. 10th, 1920, regretfully
announces the need of another heavy advance in the cost
of printing, due to further increases in the cost of paper
and lab01~r. This advance will mean an additional burden
of about £ 120 per year.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £330 a year in order
to keep the Magazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publi·cation. While warmly thanking our many readers for their
liberal support in the past, we appeal to them to continue
their much-needed help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
<>1' to the Editor.
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REMEMBERING THE YEARS.
" But I will remember the yew's 0/ the right lUtnd
PSALM L'Cxvii. 10.

0/ the most High."-

THE opening of a New Year is a time when we naturally recall the
years that are past. We review the events of the old a,nd previous
years, and we seek to encourage ourselves in the LORD in regard to
the year upon which we are entering. Many and varied, no
doubt, have been the experiences of the members of the LORD'S
family during the past year. The whole world has been in a state
of unrest. The anticipations of those who foolishly predicted a
new heaven and a new earth as the immediate results of the Great
War have not been fulfilled. Our own COl1ntry has been greatly
disturbed by the troubles in Ireland, by the great coal strike, hI'
the continued high prices, and by the general unsettJement arising
from continuous disputes about wages. The news from other
countries has indicated that the War has caused a general upheaval.
'Added to these things a revolutional)' spirit has been abroad, and
the moral and spiritual condition of the nation, so far from having
improved, ha,~ rather degenerated. Along ,,,ith a growing desire
for the reunion of Christendom there has been an increasing rejection of vital truths. Union at any price seems to be the order of
the day. A single front for a nnited Christendom, however apostate
Christendom has become, will bring about, so it is thought, the
salvation of the world. The teaching of Scripture that GOD is only
gathering out His elect is utterly repudiated. In fact, the Word
of GOD is no longer regarded as our only mle of faith and practice.
Its plenary inspiration is denied, and its doctrines of Ruin by the
Fall, Redemption by the blood of CHRIST, and Regeneration by the
HOLY GHOST are openly rejected. The doctrines of the eternal
Covenant of grace, the electing love of the FATHER, the substitutionary work of the SON, and the quickening and sanctifying
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operations of the SPIRIT are spurned by the many, and regarded
as old-fashioned and out-of-date. There is thus much to sadden
the hearts of GOD'S true people. Moreover, the trials of individual
members of the family of faith have a depressing effect. With the
Psalmist we may sometimes be tempted to say, "Will the LORD
-cast off for ever? And will He be favourable no more'? Is His
mercy clean gone for ever? Doth His promise fail for evermore?
Hath GOD forgotten to be gracious'? Hath He in anger shut up
His tender mercies ~ " (Psalm !xxvii. 7-9). How shall we answer
such questions? The true answers are given by the LORD Himself in His inspired Word.
L What does the Lord say about casting off ?
By the prophet Samuel He says, "The LORD will not forsake
His people for His great name's sake: because it hath pleased the
LORD to make you His people" (1 Sarn. xii. 22). In the language
of another Psalm we read, "the LORD will not cast off His people,
neither will He forsake His inheritance" (Psalm xciv. 14). What
further assurance do we need than this ~ It is only in appearance
that the LORD sometimes seems to have abandoned the people of
His choice. Never in reality will He cast off His redeemed family.
"' I say, then, Hath GOD cast away His people? GOD forbid"
{Rom. xi. 2). Let the thought of such a thing perish from thy
mind, " For He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee".
The night before our son (Rev. Frank Houghton) left England for
China, he sat at the piano in the drawing-room of a house in Highbury Hill, London, and his parents, one of his brothers, and two
Christian friends sang"The soul that on JESUS hath leaned for repose,
He will not, He will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
JEHOVAH will never, no never forsake."
Rest assured, then, 0 ye people of GOD, that the LORD will not only
not cast you off for ever, but He will not cast you off at all. " GOD
.ha,th not cast away His people which He foreknew", neither will
He cast them off.
2. What does the Lord say to the question, " Is His mercy clean
gone for ever? "

He says in effect that His mercy to His people is perpetual,
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abiding, eternal. "The mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear Him." " The LORD is good; His
mercy is everlasting" (Psa. ciii. 17; c. 5). According to His
mercy He saved you. According to His abundant mercy He begat
you into His family. Thrpugh His mercy He keeps you and will
keep you all your life long. His goodness and mercy shall follow
you all the days of your life, and His eternal mercy shall surround
you all through eternity. He will never withdraw His lovingkindness and tender mercy.
" Thy mercy is endless, most tender and free;
Nq snlier need doubt since 'tis given to me :
No merit will buy it, nor sin stop its course,
Good works are the fruits of its freeness and force."
3. What does the Lord teach us about His promises.
The psalmist asks, " Doth His promise fail for evermore ~" Will
He never again fulfil His promises ~ May we no longer rely upon
His Word ~ Such questions can only come from an unbelieving
heart. They can only arise when the believer is giving way to the
sin of unbelief. Let us face the question. _ Is it possible for GOD'S
promise to fail~ Surely not. The thought is abhorrent. It
would be contrary to His revealed character to fail to fulfil His
exceeding great and precious promises. He is " the faithful GOD,
which keepeth Covenant and mercy with them that love Him a.nd
keep His commandments to a thousand generations" (Deut. vii. 9).
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His word of promise shall
not pass away. "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the
Word of our GOD shall stand for ever" (Isa. xl. 8). The testimony
of His people is that, "not one thing hath failed of all the good
things which the LORD your GOD spake concerning you; all are
come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof"
(Josh.'xxiii. 14). In one of the many letters we receive, one of our
•
readers says, "Whaf a Husband He has been and a Father to my
dear children. I would speak well of Him. . .' . Not one good
thing has failed me ". As we remember the years that are passed,
can we not all say, "He is faithful that promised" (Heb. x. 23).
Dear Christian readers, rest assured that "He abideth faithful:
He cannot deny Himself". We love those words of Dr. Watts
. which occur in one of his hymns :-
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" Engraved as in eternal brass
The mighty promise shines;
Nor can the powers of darkness rase
Those everlasting lines.
" His very word of grace is strong
As that which built the skies;
The voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises."
The promises of our faithful GOD can never fail. His truth
endureth for ever. "Hath He said, and shall He not do it? or
hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good? " (Num.~x.xiii. 19).
4. What are we taught about God forgetting to be gracious?
The Psalmist, when giving way to temporary unbelief, asks,
"Hath GOD forgotten to be gracious?" We will not blame the
Psalmist. We are all prone to unbelief, but we must not condone
the sin. It is a sin for the LORD'S people to doubt the faithfulness
of their Covenant-keeping GOD and the perpetuity of His mercy
towards the people whom He has loved from everlasting, whom
He chose in CHRIST before the foundations of the world were laid,
whom He redeemed with the precious blood of His only-begotten
SON, and whom He quickens by the power of His almighty SPIRIT.
Our faithful GOD never forgets His people and never forgets to be
gracious towards them. "Zion said, the LORD hath forsaken me,
and my LORD hath forgotten me." 'Vhat is JEHOVAH'S answer
to such words of unbelief? He says, "Can a woman forget her
sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of
her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will 1. not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls
are continually before Me" (Isa. xlix. 14-16). We forget our GOD,
but He never forgets His people. He may have to say of us, "Can
a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet My people
have forgotten Me days without number" (Jer. ii. 32). We may
never truly say of Him, "Our GOD hath forgotten us". Five
sparrows are so cheap that they are sold for two farthings. Yet
" not one of them is forgotten before GOD". Fear not, therefore,
ye children of GOD, "ye are of more value than many sparrows"
(Luke xii. 6, 7). We have allowed ourselves to wander somewhat
from our subject. Bu~ there is a close connection between the
unbelieving questions of verses seven to nine and the words of the
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psalmist in verse ten. Having asked these questions, he said,
" this is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right
hand of the most High. I will remember the WOl'ks of the LORD :
surely I will remember Thy wonders of old. I will meditate also
of all Thy work, and talk of Thy doings". It is our failure to
remember the past years during which the right hand of the LORD
hath wrought valiantly for us that accounts for depression,
unbelief, and despair. Only let us call to mind the works of
the LORD on our behalf during the year 1920, and we shall
have abundant reason to trust Him for the year that is before
us. "The LORD hath been mindful of us: He will bless us."
Yea, "He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and
great." Not one of His people will be neglected. We may be
small and of no reputation, but He will bless us. Some of His
people may be amongst the great ones. They, too, will be
blessed. As you go forth, then, dear readers, into another year,
sit down and remember the years of the right hand of the most High.
Remember His marvellous works that He hath done for you. You
were brought low, but He helped you. You were in darkness, but
He was a light to you. Your balance at the bank was extinguished,
but He provided for you. Your children's clothing needed
replenishing, the enormous cost of boots and shoes presented a
difficulty, but the LORD wrought for you. You were almost in
despair as to how you should obtain various household necessities,
but in ways remarkable and unexpected the right hand
of your GOD
,
supplied your needs. And are you going to repine now? Will
you doubt His power, His love, His wisdom, His faithfulness?
Out upon you, ye doubts and fears! By the grace of GOD, I will
say, " Behold; GOD is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid".
" I will remember the years of the right hand of the most High."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vica,rage,
Btoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Hotlghton).

" HE will never leave us, He will not forsake!
His eternal Covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
God is all sufficient for the coming year! "-F. R. lIavergal.
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JEHOVAH'S RIGHT HAND.
" The right hand of the most H igh."-PsALM Ixxvii. 10.

IN our Family Portion we have thought of the context of these
words and the determination of the psalmist to remember the
years of the right hand of the most High. We propose to continue
the subject in this Wayside Note by drawing attention especially
to some of the many acts of the Lord which are associated with
His right hand of power. It is appropriate at the beginning of a
new year to meditate upon the right hand of the Lord. As we go
forth into the future we feel our own helplessness to face its problems, its duties, its temptations, its perils, but the right hand of
the most High reminds us of His Omnipotence. It tells us of that
almighty power which is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think. It tells us of a power which enables the
feeble believer to run and not be weary and to walk and not faint.
There is nl? limit to the power of our Covenant God. He" fainteth
not, neither is weary", and "He giveth power to the faint; and
to them tha,t have no might He increaseth strength" (Isa. xl. 28,
29). " The right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly" (Psa. cxviii.
15).
" The Lord our God is full of might,
The winds obey His will ;
He speaks, and in His heavenly height
The rolling sun stands still.
" Arise, ye waves, and o'er the land
With threatening aspect roar;
The Lord uplifts His awful hand,
And chains you to the shore,"
Let the recollection of the Omnipotence of His right hand comfort
and cheer our hearts as we stand on the threshold of a new year.
1. Firstly, let us observe that the right hand of the 1rwst High is
stretched out to redeem and to save His people.
His hand was stretched out for the redemption and salvation of
His people Israel. They could not have delivered themselves from
Egypt's bondage and from Pharaoh's power. Their redemption
was effected by the hand of Divine power. "Thy right hand, 0
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Lord, is become glorious in pO\ver: Thy right hand, 0 Lord, hath
dashed in pieces the enemy. . . . Thou stretchedst out Thy right
hand, the earth swallowed them. Thou in Thy mercy hast led
forth the people which Thou hast redeemed: Thou hast guided
them in Thy strength unto Thy holy habitation" (Exod. xv. 6, 12,
13). Have we been redeemed from the bondage of sin and from the
power of Satan ~ Do we know what it is to be saved through the
blood of Chl·ist our Paschal Lamb ~ Have we been saved from the
wrath to come and cleansed in the fountain of Christ's blood ~ Do
we not owe our redemption and salvation to God's right hand of
power ~ He arranged that His dear Son should be manifested to
destroy the works of the devil. He arranged that He should come
forth in the fullness of time to redeem His people by being made a
curse for them. He arranged that the Captain of their salvation
should through death bring to nought him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil; "and deliver them who thTOugh fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15).
He, by His regenerating power, quickens His people, who, apart
from His operations, are dead in trespasses and sins. He saves
them by His grace. He forgives all their trespasses. He brings
them out of the horrible pit and out of the miry clay. He sets
their feet upon the Rock and establishes their goings. His arm
hath brought salvation-eternal salvation to His people. His
right hand of power was manifested in the incarnation of the
Redeemer and in all the pTOvidential circumstances that led up to
the redemptive work which He accomplished on the cross. His
right hand of power exalted Christ to the throne in heaven that
He might be a Prince and a SaViour to give repentance to Israel
and remission of sins. The mighty change denoted by such words
as regeneration, repentance, and conversion can only be effected by
the right hand of the most High. If we, therefore, have e:-.."perienced this change, we owe it to His power.
~1oreover, His hand is continually stretched out to save His
people from sin's power, from their spiritual foes, and from their
manifold trials. Hence, the psalmist says, " Show Thy marvellous
10Vingkindness, 0 Thou that savest by Thy right hand them which
put their trust in Thee" (Psa. xvii. 7). " Thou shalt stretch forth
Thine hand against ,the wrath of mine enemies, and Thy right hand
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shall save me" (Psa. cxxx:viii: 7). It is because we believe in His
right hand -of power that we expect that His chosen ones who are
now careless and indifferent to heavenly things will be awakened
to a sense of their peril and need, and led to faith in Him who was
called Jesus because He was to save His people from their sins.
2. Secondly, the right hand of the most High is stretched out to SUpp01·t
His people.
If we look back upon the past year we can bear testimony to His

supporting power. We can say, "Thou hast also given me thc
shield of Thy salvation: and Thy right hand hath holden me up,
and Thy gentleness hath made me great" (Psa. xviii. 35). We
have had many trials. Some have had very severe and sharp trials.
The trials of some have been prolonged. But can we not all say,
" Thy right hand hath holden me up " ~
Then, what about our present experiences .~ They are, doubtless,
very varied. But whatever they are, His arm is not shortened that
it cannot save. We may still say, "My soul followeth hard after
Thee: Thy right hand upholdeth me" (Psa. Ixiii. 8). Further, if
we think of the future we may still count upon His support. " He
shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those
that condemn his soul" (Psa. cix. 31).
Moreover, He lovingly says to His trembling and fearful people,
"I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee,
Fear not; I will help thee" (Isa. xli. 13).
"I, the LORD, am with thee, be thou not afraid!
I will help and strengthen, be thou not dismayed;
Yea, I will uphold thee with My own right hand,
Thou art called and chosen in My sight to stand."
The Lord's hand hath supported us in the past. That same hand
supports us now, and will support all through the coming year.
3. Thirdly, the 1'ight hand of the l1WSt High is stretched out to give
victory to His people.

It is deeply encouraging to know that His hand discovers and
roots out our enemie.~. When men rise up in organized rebellion
against a government, one of the great difficulties is to discover
the ringleaders and to bring them to justice. But the psalmist
says: "Thine hand shall find out all Thine enemies: Thy right
hand shall find out those that hate Thee, Thou shalt make them as
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fiery oven in the time of Thine anger: the Lord shall swallow
them up in His wrath, and the fire shall devour them" (Psa. xxi
8, 9). The enemies of God and of His people cannot hide themselves from Him. They cannot flee from His presence, or get
beyond the sight of· His all-searching eyes. And as He knows
where they are, so His hand of power can overthrow them. It was
He who gave victory to His people Israel over the seven nations
mightier than themselves who occupied the land of Canaan. They
are therefore constrained to say, " They got not the land in posses·
sion by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them:
but Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy countenance, because Thou hadst a favour unto them" (Psa. xliv. 3).
He wrought and He fought and the victOl'y was given to His
people. They had reason to sing unto the Lord a new song; for
He had done marvellous things on their behalf. His right hand
and His holy arm had gotten Him the victory. Need we quail,
then, before our enemies, spiritual or otherwise ~ Have we not
reason to confront them with courage and with the assurance of
victory·~ He has a mighty arm: strong is His hand, and high is
His right hand.
4. Fourthly, His right lw-nd I:S stTetched out to rom/OTt His
.people.
The bride can say, " His left hand is lmdel' my head, and His right
hand doth embrace me" (Song of Sol. ii. 6). He draws His people to
His heart. He presses them to His bosom. He is the God of all
comfort, and as one whom his mother comforts, so will He comfort
His people. Oh, the tenderness, the compassion, the sympathy of
our Covenant God. He pities like a father. He comforts like
a mother. He presses to His bosom like a bridegroom.
Let us, then, dear children of God, continue our pilgrimage
journey leaning on the right hand of the most High. He is able to
save and to support us in all dangers and necessities. He is able
to .conquer our foes and to comfort and cheer· and encourage our
hearts. He says, "Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of
the earth, and My right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I
call them, they stand up together" (Isa. xlviii. 13). Surely, then,
His hand is not shortened that it cannot save, keep, guide, and
bless all the members of His redeemed family.
Jl,

••

The Gospel Magazine

11

" He everywhere hath sway,
And all things serve His might;
His every act pure blessing is,
His path lUlsullied light.
" '¥hen He makes bare His arm,
What shall His work withstand ~
When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who shall stay His hand 1
"Leave to His sovereign sway
To choose and to command;
With wonder filled, thou then shalt own
How wise, how strong· His hand."

W hitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.
(Tlwmas Houghto'n.)·

THE SCRIPTURES INTERWOVEN.
BALA.UI'S story, for example, in the Book of Numbers is found alluded
to in Deut. (xxiii. 4), in Joshua (xxiv. 9-10 and xiii. 22), in Micah
(vi. 5), in Nehemiah (xiii. 1-2, quoting Deut. xxiii. 3-4), by St. Peter
(2 Pet. ii. 14-16), by St. Jude (11) and by St. John in the Apocalypse
(Rev. ii. 14). The Exodus, with its attendant wonders, is alladed to
in Joshua (ii. 10 and iv. 23), and in Judges (v. 4-5) and in Job (><Xvi.
12), and in the Psalms (lxxiv. 13; cvi. 7-11; c>iv. 1-8; lxxvii. 14-20;
lxvi. 6; lxxviii. 12-53); in Amos (ii. 10), and Isaiah (lxiii. 11-]3;
xliii. 16; li. 9-]5) and Micah (vi. 4-5), and Hosea (xii. 13) and Jeremiah
(ii. 6 and xLxii. 20-21), and Daniel (ix. 15); in Kings (2 Kings xvii.
7), in Samuel (2 Sam. vii. 23), in Nehemiah (ix. 9-21); and in the New
Testament repeatedly (Acts vii. 30-44; 1 Cor. x. 1-11; 2 Tim. iii. 8 ;
Heb. xi. 29; Rev. xv. 3). The Evangelists quote one another times.
without number. In the Epistles, the Gospels are quoted upwards
of fifty times; and St. Peter quotes St. Paul again and again. It is
a favourite device of these last days to hint at the allegorical character
of the beginning of Genesis. Bnt I find upwards of thirty references
in the New Testament to the first two chapters of Genesis.
Genesis I.-v. 1 (Heb. xi. 3)-3 (2 Cor. iv. 6)-5 (1 Thess. v. 5)6 and 9 (2 Pet. iii. 5)-11 and 12 (1 John iii. 9)-]4 (Phil. ii. 15; Rev.
xxi. 11)-24 (Acts x. 12 and xi. 6)-26 (James iii. 9)-26 and 27 (CoL
iii. 10)-27 (1 Cor. xi. 7-Matt. xix. 4-Mark x. 6)-28 (Psa. viii. 6-8,
commented on in Heb. ii. 5-9-1 Cor. xv. 25-Eph. i. 22).
Genesis II.-'IJ. 2 (Heb. iv. 4-10)-7 (1 Cor. xv. 45-47)-9 (Rev. ii. 7
-xxii. 2, 14, 19)-18 (1 Cor. xi. 9)-22 (1 Tim. ii. 13)-23 (Eph. v. 30)
-24 (Eph. v. 31)-24 (Matt. xix. 5; Mark x. 7; 1 Cor. vi. 16), etc.
DEAN BURGON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" But Abralut1n stood yet before the Lord."-GEN. xviii. 22.

IT is amazing condescension, and beyond our comprehension, that the
great God, "The High and Lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity"
will allow, yea graciously invite, His children to plead with Him, and
to use holy argument and remind Him of " Thou saidst "! It is the
Lord who says, "Come now and let us reason together" (Isa. i. 18).
He, in reasoning, gives the greatest sinner, convinced and sorrowing
for sin, reason to hope that" Though his sins be as scarlet, they shall
be white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool". It is He who says in loving, teuder tones to His forgetful,
erring worm Jacob, "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. Put Me
in remembrance; let us plead together; declare thou, that thou
mayest be justified." And encouraged doubtless with past favours
and deliverances, "remembering the years of the Right Hand of the
Most High ", as David did, the prophet Jeremiah says, "Righteous
art Thou, 0 Lord, when I plead with Thee; yet, let me talk with Thee
of Thy judgements; wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper ~
Wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously ~ " (Jer.
xii. 1).
Jacob, too, we remember, was the wrestler and would not let the
Angel of the Covenant go until He had blessed him. That deal'
Canaanitish woman also, was one who knew how to wield words
of holy argument, and which prevailed. Her Lord was trying her
faith, and, divinely implanted, it stood the test. She came to Jesus
pleading mercy for her afflicted daughter, and mercy she must have.
She is undeterred by the mistaken disciples who would "send her
away". She is drawn by the encouraging words of the Divine Healer
who reminded them that He was sent tmto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel. She draws near on hearing such gracious words, and cries,
"Lord help me". Testing her; probing, the wound as a surgeon
still deeper, the Lord of Life, the Pardoning Saviour, tells her, " It is
not meet to take the children's bread and cast it unto dogs", and she
allows every word of His to be true and right. "Truth, Lord, yet
the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their master's table." Oh!
how many of God's living family in Zion have gone with that dear
and gracious soul and blessed Him for that little but graciously great
word yet, and have been lifted out of their low place and brought on
their way rejoicing in liberty! Think of it, dear reader! You and
I may come before Him as she did, as others have done, and as all
His children do, in some place or othel' of their pilgrinIage experience,
and say 'yet'. We may bring before Him His own promises and
remind Him as He has said, "I "ill surely do thee good".
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Thus it was in the instance from which our text is taken. The Lord's
servant Abraham had heard all that the Lord declared of the near
approach of His l-ighteous judgements upon the guilty land of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Their cry great, their sin very grievous, "I will go
down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to
the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know". In
the heart of His servant Abraham wells up the confidence that the
Lord will never forsake nor destroy the righteous; that no evil can
possibly happen unto His own, and that in the day of wrath they shall
be hidden. And so "Abraham stood yet before the Lord". The
case was urgent; the ground, pleading ground; the posture, that of
recognizing his Lord's greatness and His servant's unworthiness, just
as the prophet Elijah expressed his heart's feelings and profound
reverence as he said, "God before whom I stand". In the first verse
of our chapter the Lord had sent heavenly messengers to Abraham,
whom they found" as he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day".
But Abraham stands now, and after receiving the message from the
men who turned and went their way toward Sodom, we read, "But
Abraham stood yet before the Lord". Yes, and he even "drew near",
encouraged doubtless to do so and emboldened to bring his cause
before the Lord of heaven and earth who fainteth not, neither is ever
weary with His people and all that concerns them naturally,
providentially, and spiritually. We know the sweet history that
follows, and how the Lord's tender condescension and mercy is wrought
upon, which allows His servant to speak and speak again. "Behold
now, I have taken upon me to speak, who am but dust and ashes",
and the Lord's dear servant begs for the sake of fifty, forty·five,
forty, thirty, twenty, or ten, that the city shall not be destroyed.
He will never suffer the righteous to be removed: "The righteous
shall be had in everlasting remembrance".. The righteous have
always the divinely directed message that with them" it shall be well".
A wicked city doomed: a wicked world to be burned up; but not
one of God's redeemed people but is " sought out ", preserved, and
"shall never perish". Abraham stood thus before his Lord, until
he was thus answered and satisfied, and then "the Lord went His
way, as soon as He had left communing with Abraham; and Abraham
returned unto his place". It was all-prevailing, all-conquelmg faith!
Abraham had enjoyed that sacred priceless privilege of communing
with his God. He had got into the secret place of the Most High and
in fellowship with the Divine mind, and thus he was emboldened to
plead, and plead efficaciously, victoriously.
"My sonl-ask what thon wilt, thon canst not be too. bold,
Since His own blood for thee He spilt, what else can He withhold? "
He believed God, and his was the holy privilege and royal diguity
that he might stand thus before the Lord and plead again and again.
He waited upon his God in lowly submission and attitude, yet with
holy argument, all-prevailing pleading, and sweet confidence in Hinl
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who cannot lie. Jehovah had declared of his servant, "For I know
him, that he will command his children, and his household after him,
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgement;
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken
of him", and Abraham's testimony and recognition of his calling was
summed up in those words, "The Lord before whom I walk" (chap.
xxiv. 40). Elijah's similar testimony was, "The Lord of hosts, before
'Nhom I stand".
Given to recognize this, dear reader, you and I may follow, even
at ever so remote a distance, these servants of the Most High God,
and plead with Him for our King or nation, for our rulers, for our
ministers and congregations, for our friends and families, and for our own
individual needs, temporal and spiritual, assured of a gracious answer
in the end. Y es-God's end-for that is wherein we must trust and
rest. "He that believeth shall not make haste." The' yet' of our
text denotes time, and often, very often, the faith of God's elect is
sorely t1'ied and His children cast upon His absolute sovereignty and
shut up wholly to Him, as they would encourage theiJ.· waiting and weary
souls in remembering that" God's delays are not denials ", and" though
the vision tarry", they are to "wait for it: in the end it shall surely
come and will not tarry". The Lord is sovereign. He has a perfect
right to do with us as He will, how He will, and when He will. It
may be some reader of these pages is in a perplexing path, a maze of
difficulties, and is weary and worn with long waiting. His natural
impulse makes him as "a bull in the net ", and he would fain be free.
But grace enables him to see the hand of his God in this trying dispensation and mysterious Providence, and he desires to "be still
and know that He is God ", even in the day of adversity as much
as in the day of prosperity. The Lord brings all His children here
into His appointed and chosen' depths' SOoner or later; and' afterward' they bless the hand that made those 'deep places' and led
their souls into them, however bitter and trying was their experience
at the time. There are seasons when the Lord keeps silence, and He
has a perfect right to do so! "Be not silent to me, 0 Lord," cried
David in the anguish of his heart, " lest I be like one that goeth down
into the pit." But the Lord is silent, and He intends His silence to be
felt, bringing His exercised child into that spot where he can only
wait in humble subjection and acknowledge, "It is the Lord, let Him
do what seemeth Him good". Could we but pierce the veil, we should
see that He is not silent for us there. As our glorious Mediator and
Intercessor before the Father's face, "He ever liveth to make iJ.ltercession for us", and "ceaseless pleadeth night and day", and that
our cause must prevail, since Jesus lives. It is for His sak~ the
Father will not turn away His face, His mercy, nor our prayer. It
must in the end be answered. Jesus shall" see of the travail of His
soul and be satisfied".
Your experience, therefore, dear child of God, may at this time be
like that of the poet :-
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"I asked the Lord for guidance,
I asked the Lord for grace;
For the voice of His cheering comfort,
For a glimpse of His glorious Face.
But strange to say He was silent,
No answer came to me;

In the gloom of the growing darkness
The path I could not see.
"Then I thought of the loving Saviour,
And the lonely way He trod;
How He came to a world of evil,
And kindled the light of God.
How death and hell were defeated,
Before His Presence fled,
How He died on the Cross for sinners,
And rose again from the dead.
"Then I thought from His throne of glory
He watches His brethren here,
And pleads with prayer prevailing
For all who doubt and fear.
And I knew I Was not forgotten
In the Father's Home aboveThough the voice of the Lord was silent
I felt the touch of His Love."
And He may still keep you waiting, to seek more grace, to tlnry
the Lord's leisure, and like His servant of old to stand yet before
the Lord. But He has never. yet kept a child of His waiting, to
disappoin(at last.
"Blessed Kingly Intercessor,
Thou for ever shalt prevail.
Thousands, thousands through the ages,
Trusted Thee, nor found Thee fail!
And for us, for US! Thou pleadest,
Ever be Thy name adored!
In Thy great' Unchanging Priesthood'
Standing 'yet before the Lord,'''

R.

.. I HAVE never met with persons so absurd as to contend for an
office for females in the Church."-Joseph Irons.
WHAT is it to be lost ~
.. It is to have strayed away from that
place we were set in by God. In Adam we were all originally in the
true fold, but in Adam, subsequently, we all strayed away from God.
To be lost is not only to have strayed away from the true fold, but
to have lost all knowledge of God, and all liking for God. To be lost
is to have lost the image of God in which we were originally created,
and to have contracted the image of Satan. To be lost is not only
to have lost the image, and the knowledge of the true God, but to have
lost all knowledge of ourselves."-Beniamin Keach.
2
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Sermon", anll 'Nott", of Sermon",.
THE BEAUTIES OF HOLINESS.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. J. POLLOCK, l\f.A.,
FORMERLY CHAPLAIN OF BRISTOL BLIND ASYLUM.
" In the beauties of holiness.. "-PsALM ex. 3.
I COULD not pass this little sentence by, with the hnrried notice given
to it last Sunday. Indeed, if we all thoronghly understood it, yet
would I think myself justified in putting the subject contained in it
before you again and again: it is necessary. I am commanded to do so.
H it be necessary, and is God's command that His Gospel should be
continually proclaimed for the conversion of those who are enemies by
wicked works, and for the establishment, comfort, and assurance of His
saints, in His everlasting and unfailing love; it is also necessary, and
we feel it to be so; it is God's command, and we know it to be so,
that they who have believed should understand how to serve Him" in
newness of spirit", "not in the oldness of the letter".
Brethren, if I say that the most difficult thing in the heliever's
course is to understand how he is to please God; how he is to walk
"in newness of spirit"; how he is to bring forth" fruit unto God "am I not the voice of all who really know something of what God's
service is, and who feel deeply that, notwithstanding all the zeal they
may be endned with, there is nevertheless some wrongness in it allwrongness in the motive--wrongness in the method-a crookedness
that wants to be made straight 1
What is it that makes you, who are duly sensible of your shortcomings, return, after yon have been engaged in any service, with shame
and confusion of face to your God 1 Is it that you have not exerted
yourself enough 1 But, perhaps that poor weak frame, and that at best
but feeble mind, have had even too much strain put upon them-their
activity and energy 'have been a little more than they were called upon
to exert; because a little more than they were· capable of enduring.
And yet, yon say, as you deeply feel, " The good I would I do not" !
This is the believ~'s feeling (and confession), let his last breath be
going, with the last drops of his blood shed in his Redeemer's service.
Call up "the men that had hazarded their lives for the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ "-Jude and Silas-Barnabas and Paul; and let
the last, who was in labours more abundant, speak for all-" I find a
law, that when I would do good, evil is present with me "! We, then,
need instruction how to please God more and more, if we feel thus!
Many, it may be, perhaps here, really do not know anything about
the connection between faith and obedience. They could repeat the
XIIth Article of the Church of England, or at least remember they have
been taught, that" obedience springs out necessarily of a true and lively
faith" i-but how that is, where the secret of their connection lies,
they cannot tell; they do·not know. Their idea of the Gospel and its
reception is just this-" I am to believe the Gospel", and then evidenu
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the sincer·ity of my profession by doing good". Do you not see that the
belief of the Gospel, according to this way of thinking, and obedience

are quite disjointed, save so far as the one is made the evidence of the
other 1 These people, tQO, need instruction in the secret of true
<> bedience, and what it is to " please God " !
Others there are, whose Lord and Master is their conscience. They
obey their conscience; they do not obey God. This is a very large
number. Some of them just follow the light of their conscience;
which, like that deceptive light which leads the unwary traveller into
danger, leads those who yield obedience to its commands to destruction. Conscience, brethren, is God's monitor. He puts it in us to tell
us that there is duty owed to God: it does not tell us how we are to render
it, nor what we are to do! Man's conscience is dark. Paul, before his
conversion, thought (and he was a well-educated man) that he ought
to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus. Jesus foretold the
coming of days when those who persecuted and killed the people of
God would think they were doing God's service. Conscience cannot
see, and therefore cannot show men the road they are to take, the" way
of Holiness". It is a bad guide, though a good monitor.. She stands
in the centre of the High\vay, and with uplifted finger ·points to
Heaven, reminding all travellers, "of Him who judges all the earth" !
-but she cannot direct them in the way to serve Him. Yet many
follow its guidance, and obey its commands, and are perfectly well
satisfied with their obedience. . All such need instruction,.how and what
it is to please God. They need the warning that to obey the leadings
of a darkened conscience is not to obey God..
But let me here speak of some, whose conscience also is their Lord;
and not a seared, nor a slumbering, but a diseased (I know not what
name to give it but this) a "diseased" conscience: these need
sympathy, yes, even the sympathy of Jesus, and have it too, though
they know it not. What is their condition 1 It is said that one half of
the world knows not how the other half lives; that there are social
horrors and social misery, in this, that are not 1000wn nor dreamed of
by that. But there is a misery, which none but those who have passed
through it can understand, though it be told them; a misery of mind,
which the workings of a diseased conscience ferment; that no privation,
no temporal distress, no bodily pain, can cause anguish like it in kind
<>r in degree!
The answer given to the inquiry-" What are these which are
an-ayed in white robes, and whence came they 1 "-is " These are they
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. vii.).
The great enemy seems to know well what a power there is within
man for him to work upon; and if he cannot destroy he ,viii to the
utmost limit allowed him torment to distraction the man whose conscience is aroused to apprehensions of etemity !
"I am the man ", said Jeremiah, "that hath seen affiiction";
and if there be such an one here, let him r~ad and ponder the third
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chapter of that prophet's lamentations, and see if there be anything
like sympathy with his soul there!
One word more before I open my text. If you should not be in such
case yourself, but by any means have relatives or friends that are so,
do not cast oil upon the fire, do not add to their distraction of mind, by
that ignorant, foolish, and common advice, that they should engage
in the amusements of the world and cast away their melancholy.
Think you that the "spirits of wickedness" have all taken leave of
the world ~-but ra.ther do, as Jesus commanded, and" weep with those
that weep " !
Perhaps you think I have forgotten my subject: but when it is
opened out to you, it may not appear that I have. Let it not be for·
gotten that we are still considering the kingdom of the Lord Jesus
Christ! that kingdom which He establishes in the hearts of His people.
Let it not be forgotten that Jesus holds a commission from the Father
to "rule in the midst of His enemies"; and that when He comes to
fulfil it He finds these people" enemies" in their minds, and that He
makes them" willing" in the day of His power. I have thought it
necessary to remind you of this, brethren, because it is so deep-seated
a persuasion of the natural mind, that conversion is nothing more
than a reformation of character, and that, when it pleases him, a man
can set his mind to it, Mui bring it abaut for himself: but let it be remembered that a man not horn again has not a mind for it-it is enmity
against God-and must, therefol'e, be renewed: he has not a wish to
walk with Jesus, and therefore must be made" willing", as the Sc)'ipture saith, " Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy pO\\'e)' " !
And then my text adds, " In the beauty of Hohness".
" There is a generation that are pu.re in their own eyes, and yet are
not washed from their filthiness" (Prov. x-,x. 12). "The beauty of
Holiness" is not found in them! "There is a way which seemeth
right unto a ma;n ", but it is not the" way of Holiness", for the" end
of that way are the ways of death" (Prov. xiv. 12). But it is fonnd
in them that say what they feel! "If I wash myself with snow water
and make my hands never so clean; yet shalt Thou plwlge me in the
ditch, and mine own clothes shall abh01: me" (Job i....... 30, 31). That
we may wlderstand what" the beauties of Holiness" are, we must
consult the passages where the expression occurs in the Bible.
I gave you last Sunday the opinion, which is founded on good
grounds, that it does not mean" the beautiful sClnctuary of the temple",
as some have thought, though not without reason. Only these confined
it to the earthly temple at Jemsalem. Others, and tetter, extend it to
that which the temple in all its parts, and vessels, and services typified.
It W!iS before the temple was built, that David, when he had brought
the ark of God up to Mount Zion, and placed it ill a tent, said upon
that happy occasion, "Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His
name: bring an offering, and come before Him: worship the Lord in
the beauty of Holiness". There it is, and f", the fir"t time.
(To be continued.)
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SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.
XII.-SALVATION

BY

GRACE.

FORMER articles of this series on " Some Fundamental Tmths ", imply
that the salvation of God's chosen people is wholly of His sovereign
grace, altogether apart from any works or merit of theirs. Since it
has been proved from Holy Scripture that they were mined and lost
in the Adam fall, and were, "by nature the children of wrath, even
as others" (Eph. ii. 1-3); that their redemption was wrought by the
shedding of Christ's precions blood, and includes the remission of sins
(Eph. i. 7); that God accounts them righteous, freely, by His grace,
and on the gwund of Christ's redemption (Rom. iii. 24); and since,
moreover, calling, sanctification, and preservation lmto eternal glory,
are all by the grace and power of God (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14); it certainly
follows that salvation, from first to last, is of free and sove,eign grace,
and not of works.
But it may be profitable, with God's blessing, to consider this great
and fundamental truth a little more fully.
And, first of all, we must define the meaning of the word 'grace'.
Grace is that which is entirely gratuitous, the complete opposite of
works or merit. Rom. xi. 6, " If by grace, then is it no more of works;
'Otherwise grace is no more grace."

Grace is " the kindness and love

of God our Saviour" manifested in His salvation of ruined, helldesewing sinners, in and by Christ Jesus (see Eph. ii. 7 and Titus
iii. 3, 4).
Now (1). It is expressly stated in Holy Scripture that God's
believing people are saved by grace. Eph. ii. 5: "By grace 11ave
ye been saved". This is the correct translation (~ee R.V.); and
again verses 8, 9, "For by grace have ye been saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, that
no man should glory". Titus iii. 3-7: "For we oUl'selves also were
sometimes (i.e., aforetime) foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and
hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of God
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewi.ng of the Holy Ghost; which He
shed on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that, being
justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life ". 2 Tim. i. 9: "Who hath saved us, and called us with·
an holy calling, not according to our ,vorks, but according to His own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began". The Gospel which makes this knowu is glad tidinys for
sinners, and therefore is styled, "The Gospel of the GRACE of God"
(Acts xx. 24).
Moreover, salvation--etemal life-is a g·ift, a free gift, and must
therefore be by grace. " The free gift. of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lo,d" (Rom. vi. 23, R.V.). "1 give unto them etel'llallife",
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said the Lord Jesus (John x. 28), and" This is the l'ecord " (writes the
Apostle John), " that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is
in His Son", As parts of this free salvation, we receive the remission
of sins, by faith, through Christ, as also the gift of righteousness.
" I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you
hr His name's sake" (1 John ii. 12). "For if by one man's offence
death reigned by one; much more they which receive ADUNDANCE
OF GRACE, and of THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 17; see also Acts xiii. 38, 39). Thus,
" Where sin abounded, grace did abound more exceedingly: that, as
sin reigned in· death, eveD, so might gTace reign tbrough righteousness
Wlto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. v. 20, 21).
(Il). From the necessities of the case, salvation must be 'of God's
sovereign grace. For
(a). Man by nature is under condemnation, and deserves punishment. " All" are "under sin "; "All have sinned )l; and "The
wages of sin is death" (Rom. iii. 9, 23 and vi. 23) .
. (b). Righteousness cannot be attained, or salvation merited, by the
works of the creature. By the works of the law there shall no flesh
he justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin"
(Rom. iii. 20; compare Gal. iii. lQ.-12, alld v. 4).
(c). Man by nature is averse to God's salvation. He is too proud
to he saved in God's way. "Ye ~ill not" (i.e., ye are not willing to
"come to Me ", ·said the Lord Jesus to the Jews, "that ye might have
life" (John v. 40); and thus men in general walk along the broad
way" that leadeth to destruction ", except God's sovereigu grace
intervene, calling, regenerating, and consciously saving those who
were redeemed long before by the finished work of Christ.
To sum up. God's wouderful purpose of salvation by gTace, through
Christ, is designed: (1) To manifest His own glory. His glorious
attributes-His Wisdom and Power; His Holiness, Righteousness,
and Tl1lth; His Mercy, Grace, aud Love-are all displayed and
magnified in the salvation of the Church, as the Apostle writes (Eph.
iii. 9, 10): "God, Who created all things by Jesus Christ: to the
intent that now WltO the principalities and powers in heavenly places,
might be known, by the Church, the manifold wisdom of God". (2) To
place redeemed men in that position with regard to their Creator from
which the primal fall removed them, nay, more than this, to exalt
them by reason of their Wlion with Christ, to a far higher position
than Adam had, to be children of God, and heirs of God, and jointheirs with Christ, to be "glorified together" with Him (Rom. viii.
17).
By nature they were proud, and self-dependent; without a true
knowledge of God, or love of His gTeat Name; and their lives were as
those of the children of the devil, "fulfilling the. desires of the flesh
and of the mind" (Eph. ii. 2, 3). But when called to repentance,
and a heart knowledge of God's wonderful redemption, and when God
has perfected His work of gTace in their hearts, they become humble,
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and dependent upon Him for all things, spiritual and temporal. They
are then, "God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works"; and realizing His great love, they reciprocate it, and seek
to do His will-" We love Him because He first loved us" (1 John
iv. 19).
" Sovereign grace oler sin abounding,

Ransomed souls the tidings swell,
'Tis a deep that knows no sounding;
Who its breadth or length can tell?
On its glories
Let my soul for ever dwell."
In bringing these papers on "Some Fundamental Truths" to a
close, I would say that my aim has been to show that the doctrines
of grace, for the dissemination of which, unto the edification and
comfort of the Lord's people, by His blessing, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
stands, rest upon" the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture". If the
Lord/ the Holy Spirit, has graciously used them for the instruction of
some of His people, to Him be all the praise.
ROBERT J. NOYES.
1Harshall (Bask.), Canada.
[Our esteemed friend, the Rev. R. J. Noyes, begins this month a
series of short papers on "Protestant Points" for the Protestant
Beacon pages of tbe GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We are very grateful for the
twelve papers on Fundamental Truths now completed.-EDIToR.J

"ABRAHAM IS OUR FATHER."
THESE words may read very matter of fact, and it may be asked,
" What have they to do with Christian people 1" If taken in connection with the circumstances under which they were spoken, it will be
found that they are of grave concern to all who call themselves Christians.
The Lord Jesus went out early one morning to enter into the Temple
(John viii. 2), and there He met with a great many people of all classes
whom He sought to instruct. The teaching which He gave to the
people was not palatable to the Pharisees, and they found means
whereby to disturb the work of the Lord. Presently He was able to
resume His .discoW."se, and plainly informed His audience that He was
the Light of the World (verse 12). This statement of truth aroused
the Pharisees again, and they gave utterance to many wicked
assertions.

Although professedly religious people, the Pharisees did not believe
in the Lord Jesus. Their hearts were full of bitterness towards Him,
and they presumptuously argned against Him. From this it may be
learned that a mere profession of religion is not enough to make a man
a child of God.
The Lord Jesus knew all things. He knew what was in men's
hearts, and He needed not that any should tell Him. Thus, knowing
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that men had made up their minds to reject His Word, and turn from
Him, He gave them warning of their danger in no mere 'milk and
water' terms. He plainly told them that they would die in their sins
unless they repented and believed on Him.
The Pharisees were so persuaded that they were (in spite of their
rejection of the truths of Scripture) in the sure way to heaven, that they
even presumed to say to the Lord Jesus, "Who art Thou ~ " (John
viii. 25).
Terrible as these words seem when viewed in their undisguiscd
ugliness, yet there are many nowadays who act towards the truths
taught by the Lord Jesus in the same spirit of rebellion.
There is nothing which so effectually closes a man's heal't, mind, and
will to the entrance of the trnth as a false persuasion that he is "
Christian. It was the equivalent delusion amongst the Jews in general,
and the Pharisees in particular, that had such fatal results. To every
warning the Lord Jesus gave them they practically replied, "Oh, wc
are all right, we be Abraham's seed". Little did they uuderstand
the reality of the religion they professed. In spite of all their so-called
religion they blindly confused the outward possession of the land of
Canaan with the infinitely higher and greater possession of the new
life in Christ Jesus. To them it was quite sufficient that they had
Abraham as their forefather. This delusion-which mixed up, without
any order, temporal things and spiritual realities-1lffectually locked
the door of their heartB and consciences to the entrance of the Word of
Life.
Those who have received the Lord's commission to go forth and
preach the Gospel to every creature (Mark xvi. 15) know something
of what it is to meet with this" locked door". The result is they find
few" poor and needy", few" lost and undone", few indeed wlio are
"hungry and thirsty". With the exception of the minority, who
are either infidel or openly profane, the large majority of people in
so-called Christian countries are convinced they are "Christians"
because of the land in which they are born, and therefore they resent
the truth that they need to "repent and believe in the Lord Jesus
or they cannot be saved ".
This was the attitude of the Scribes and Pharisees, and it was to
these people the Lord Jesus said, "Because I tell you the truth, ye
believe Me not".
.
They claimed to be the children of Abraham. They were so by
natural descent, but they had not Abraham's faith. He" foresaw the
day of the Lord Christ, and he rejoiced in Him and was glad" (ve,.
56). "Abraham believed God, and it was counted Wlto him for
righteousness" (Rom. iv. 3). Those who rejected the Lord Jesus did
not believe God and they had nothing to cover them from the wrath
of God, but those who believe on the Lord Jesus as their Redeemer
and Saviour, and in Him as their Lord and King, "are Abraham's seed
and heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 29).
The truth has not changed since the Lord Jesus thus spake to the
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Jews. If men have no better hope than these Jews had, they are
indeed to be pitied. Birth privileges, Church membership, a state
religion or denominational ties are vain hopes for eternity. Having
Abraham for their forefather did not benefit the Jews when they
tumed away from the only Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and nothing
can avail men now but a living faith in Him Who came to seek and to
save the lost.
.
If any reader has been ttusting in any rite, ceremony, ordinance, or
privilege, may such a one be led by the Spirit to give np all such vain
confidence and to look alone to the Lord Jesus for acceptance, with
God, for as Abraham was called by God's grace, so salvation now is
alone of grace.
P. I. B.
THE DIVINE OFFERING.
HEBREWS ix. 14.
BUT if we ask, Why is this blood SO precious, so efficacious, so allprevailing ~ the answer is, Not merely because it is innocent, pure,
and sinless, the life of a perfect and holy Man laid down voluntarily,
the blood of One W"ho had perfectly fnlfilled the law of God, bnt becanse
Jesns throngh the eternal Spirit ofiered Himself; that is, J esns who
died was God, eternal, infinite, and according to the eternal connsel
of the triune Godhead He laid down His life. To Him the Father
had given to have life in Himself. He is the Lord of glory-Spirit
(1 Cor. ii. 8; 2 Cor. iii. 17). The Scriptures always remind ns 01 tbe
Godhead when they speak of the death of Jesus. Tbe SOll of God
loved me and gave Himself for me. God was in Christ rec~nciling the
world lmto Himself. God purchased the Chnmh with His own blood.
He, Who died, is the Son of God ill human nature. And as in Him
the Divine nature and the human natl1l'e are one Person, so His blood,
which in His infinite love He shed on the cross, is of eternal and un·
speakable value, and possesses Divine power to redeem, sanctify,
and cleanse.
The Son of God bec,ame map, and His holy life was pol1l'ed out {or
us and shed forth in His tlood; for He " offered Himself without spot
to God ". That freedom from all blemish whiCh the ceremonial law
prefigured in the sacrifices, was fulfilled in absolute pedection in the
Lamb of God. And when He offered Himself as the perfectly pure
and spotless Lamb, in this His act of highest obedience as Man, He
possessed all the pedection and value of His Divine Person; 10r He
offered Himself by the eternal Spirit, which expression refers not so
much to the Holy Ghost as to His Sonship and union with the Father,
to the eternal purpose and will of the Godhead. God was in Christ
reconciling. The purpose of Christ in offering Himself was in Divine
as well as human perfection. His sacrifice therefore possesses the
character of eternal and everlasting value.
AnOLPH SAPHJR.
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ORDERED STEPS.

JUST on the threshold of 1921. Earnest prayers ascend for the wellbeing of all dear readers of our loved family GOSPEL MAGAZINE that
they may most truly have a very happy, peaceful New Year. Happy
in the peace of God which passeth all understanding, happy in all outward circumstances, if He will, and happiest in constant fellowship
with Himself.
These days are very solemn-the times are densely dark-looking
around us, but looking'up to the God of Jeshurun "riding upon the
heaven in our help", it is very bright. So we are" of good courage".
In the pause, so to speak, as 1920 glides into the past, and 1921 enters
our lives, we wonder with bated breath what our God is going to send.
We do know, in the words of that bracing hymn, that all shall be
well.

" Best of bleBsings He'll liravide us,
Naught but good shall e er betide us."
We think of the home-calls during 1920. Tears fill our eyes, We
miss the loved ones so, but joy fills our hearts as we view them by
the eye of faith with Him Who so loved-so loved them. What glory,
what ecstasy to be with Him !
" There we shall nevel', never sin;

But from the riches of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
Dear bereaved reader, we are" severed only till He come". That
coming may be very near.
Do remember the term" Home-call". For our loved ones in Christ
Jesus have not departed upon a long U11certain journey, they were
called Home. "I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that
where I am there ye may be also." One by one they have been
received unto Himself. But He will come again and receive you, too,
unto Himself, all together where He is.
The words which the Holy Spirit has sent to me, as I believe, for
our New Year's assurance are" Ordered Steps" (Psa. xxxvii. 23),
"The steps of a good man al'e ordered by the Lord. " We find in
the margin of our Bibles the word' established'. So that for 1921
the way is all marked out by infinite wisdom and infinite love, and
not only marked out and ordered but established, strengthened. I
think the words following are the key of the position. "He delighteth
in His way." How often we find humble-minded saints rejoicing in
all His appointments. They see a Form the world cannot see. They
hear a Voice the world cannot hear. That Form and that Voice have
thrilled their hearts, and they delight in His way. For their God of
salvation has not only provided righteousness and peace and forgiveness and adoption and glory, but He takes personal supervision for
every step in the walk and in the lives of His dear people. Yes, and
as our late dear Editor, the Rev, J. Ormiston, often reminded us, "the
stops are ordered too ". When He blocks our way and stops our
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advance, we know He is doing it, and we are cOntent.. " Order my
steps in Thy Word" is the prayer of the Psalmist (Psa. cxix. 133).
It is the prayer of His people now.
We have several descriptions of these ordered steps. We see in
Psa. xxxvii. 31, " The law of his God is in his heart, none of his steps
shall slide", or in margin, none of his 'goings' shall slide. They
Shall be steady and strong. Why 1 Because the law of his God
(mark that word' his') is in his heart. "0 how love I Thy law."
\, Thy law do I love." "Thy law is my deliglu." "(}reat peace have
they which love Thy law." So we see that when the law of his God
is in his Mart none of his steps shall slide; for of a certainty the loved
law has no false turnings or slippery places. The believer is upheld
by Omnipotence, and love is both his director and strength.
We read in another Psalm (Psa. lxxiii. 2), " 1I1y steps had well nigh
slipped". But not quite. How was it 1 Ah! he" was envious at
the foolish". He was looking 00, dear reader, looking away from
"the law of his God". He was looking at the prosperity of the
wicked. He saw that there were no bands or pains in their death. But
when he left them and went into the light of the sanctuary of God,
then he understood their end, and" that Thou didst set them in slippery
places". Asaph found that their footsteps slipped altogether, and
though, through his blind envy, his steps .vell nigh slipped, yet his
misgivings were all silenced as he perceived the reality; his heart
was reassured as he meditated. "Nevertheless, I am continually with
Thee. Thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide
me with Thy counsel and afterward receive me to glory.", The afterward of those he had envied was desolation and a being consumed
with tenor, but .the Lord's afterward is glory.
Then we read (Psa. xviii. 36), "Thou hast enlarged my steps undm'
me ". That means a firm and steady footing, not like the rungs of a
ladder, but where the 'feet can step boldly and easily. In Prov. iv. 12
we read, "W"hen thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and
when thou runnest thou shalt not stumble". Why 1 See previous
verse." I have led thee in right paths." The Lord knoweth where
to lead. Oh! dear reader, let us, however bewildering to the eye
of sense, cling to His judgement, for" He led them forth by the right
way". "I have led thee in right paths." When we reach the" city
of habitation ", when" travelling 'days are done", we shall sing with
joy, and rejoice with great gladness for every step of the way.
We read again that the believer's steps are directed steps. "The
Lord directeth his steps" (Prov. xvi. 9). They are not only safe and
enlarged but directed. Judging from the contrast, they are the Lord's
own ordering. "A man's heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth
his steps." We often plan 'and believe our plan will prosper ,to our
good, but He directeth the details of the way. All is divinely planned,
and we cannot prosper otherwise. Steps are not under man's control.
(See Jer. x. 23). "0 Lord, I know that the way of man is not ill
himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." But, dear
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child of God, He, to whom thou art so dear, "He shall direct thy
paths ".
We read in the book of Job of numbered steps and counted steps.
Affiicted Job's steps were numbered. Th~ Lord would not sillier
Satan to have all his own way, his chain was held, and Job's steps in
distress were all numbered. He was tried and came forth as gold.
His sight was cleared when he abhorred himself and cast aside his OWI{
integrity. "Now mine eye seeth Thee." In that Light he saw himself
as he really was and he saw his Deliverer. "Lord show me myself."
Black and terrible as the sight is, it all melts into wonder, love, and
praise when the prayer is granted, "Lord, show me Thyself". What
a supremely bright vision! It is balm to the wounded soul when
exclaiming, "Now mine eye seeth Thee". And when we reach the
realms of bliss our whole being will be filled with rapture, saying, "Now
mine eye seeth Thee "-rapture-and intense satisfaction. "Then the
eye beholdeth what the heart has loved so long." Now! now mine
eye seeth Thee.
How lavishly God blessed Job when his mind and soul were brought
into accord with Hinlself. He restored to him twice as much as he
had before. The Lord deals in double favours in His tender graciousness and compassion. "Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry
unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned,
for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins."
And let us consider our dear Lord Jesus and follow His steps. "He
that saith he abideth in Him ought himself so to walk, even as He
walked." And not only to walk as He walked, but" as ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him ". The walk
in Him here will culminate in walking with Him in the glory-walking
and talking as in the resurrection days when He joined those who
were thinking of Him as they walked to Emmaus.
Dear reader, the course of 1921 will be all well. All things work
together for good to them who love Him. The steps, the details, the
minutest circumstances are already all plalUled. So walk, leaning
upon the arm of the Beloved from the wilderness, in the sunlight
of His smile. Then shalt thou delight in His way, His words will
be sweet to thy taste. Thou art precious in His sight. Thou a.rt not
alone. "The Lord thy God is with thee whithersoe-ve:r thou goest", all
the days and for ever and ever.
NETTlE.

DYING CHARGES.
WE do not read much in the word of God of the death·beds of His
saints. The doors are shut in the streets and the sound of the grinding
is low. But there are narrations of one or another who has summoned
his remaining strength to speak for the last time of the undeserved
goodness and mercy of God in things temporal and things eternal;
to sum up the blessings of life; to anticipate things immeasurably
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better at hand; to express his apprehensions of evil to come; to point
those immediately following to Him in Whom only there is any hope;
to bless them in the name of the Lord; and to manifest a burning and
tmdying zeal for the Name and honour of Jehovah. That is an account,
tender and strong, which the God of Jacob has given us of this dear
servant who strengthened himself and sat in the bed. He who had
years and years before passed over Jordan with a staff, and re-passed it
multiplied and increased, who had gone for a hundred and thirty-seven
years the way the Lord had led him, now lay and waited for his last
salvation (or second to last)_ But something remained to be done, and
with the Spirit of grace, a prophecy poured upon him, and the everlasting arms underneath him, he raised himself up to bless Joseph's
boys, to bless all his children, to admire and praise with his dying breath
the God of his life, to recall those gone before, and to charge it
upon his children that he should be bmied in the cave of Macpelah ..
And then he was taken to rest from his labours. Years after, Joseph
himself said, "I die, and God will surely visit you"_ "By faith he made
mention of the departing of the children of Israel and gave commandment concerning his bones." That commandment lay upon
those to whom it was given, as a promise of perfect deliverance, until
their anguish of spu:it and cl1lel bondage were things of the past. In
due season Joseph's bones were taken up out of Egypt, and in due
season again (how often there are two parts Ul God's deliverances) they
were buried in Shechem. But before that time, Moses had been and
gone, and after he had written the song for the nation, he gave Joshua
a charge, and said, "Be strong and of a good courage, for thou shalt
bring the children of Israel into the land", and after he had charged
Joshua he gathered all the elders of the tribes and the officers. "I
know", he said, "that after my death ye will ntterly corrnpt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which I have conmtanded you;
and evil will befall you." He showed them from their past and
present history what God had done for them, and how they had
requited Him. "Set your hearts", he said, "unto all the words
which I testify amtmg you this day, which ye shall command yom
children to observe to do . . . for it is not a vain thUlg for you."
But it was the people of God's Covenant whom he addressed, the
chosen nation, and his soul burned toward them with love and blessing.
" Happy art thou, 0 Israel; who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by
the Lord 1" So Moses, the servant of the Lord, died, and Joshua took
the burden that had been laid upon him, until he, too, " goulg the way
of all flesh", set before the gathered tribes the way of life and death_
But they" rebelled and vexed His Holy Spirit", and if it had not been
that God remembered His own Covenant they would have perished
ill their rebellion and departures, they would never have seen any
Ebenezers, they would never have had a Samuel when resigning office
to teach them still the good and the right way, and no David would
ever have sat on their throne or have bequeathed it to Solomon.
"0 Timothy", wrote Paul, the aged, "keep that which is com-
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mitted to thy trust." "I charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ . . . preach the word, reprove, rebuke, exhort; the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine." The apostle was
burdened with the thought of the evil to come. He seems to have
yearned over his" son Timothy", that he might have (after his own
departure), strength of body, soul, and mind, grace and mercy from
God, to show himself approved of God. He knew what temptations
would abound. He knew that to "endure hardness" was no easy
matter. "Thou therefore, my Eon, be strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus." Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever, He it is that has gone before His people in all generations. To
Him they can commit their fatherless children, in Him their widows
may trust. "God's grace sufficed saints of old, and it sufficeth still."
Timothy might take up tremblingly the cloak of Paul, with the charge
ringing in his ears that he had to "war a good warfare". Paul had
fought his fight and finished his course, but not for Paul only, but for
all who love the Lo]"d's appearing, "there is laid up a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge", will give in that day.
FOLLOWER· ON.
SPIRITUALISM AND THE SCRIPTURES.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY J. P. WILES, M.A. (OF DEVIZES),
ON MONDAY, APRIL 19TH, 1920,
AT THE QU-EEN'S ROAD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BRIGHTON.
WE have a very great question before us: the couflict between
Spiritualism and Holy Scripture_ It is always well to have a precise
knowledge of the terms that we make use of, so we must first ask
"What is Spiritualism 1" then "What is Scripture 1" Then we
n~a y proceed.
First then, what is Spiritualism 1 I shall not tell you just now
what I think it is, but shall content myself with reminding you of
what it clearly professes to be. It professes to be the consultation
of the dead in order to obtain information frol11 them about themselves
and their present condition, or future events, or other things. I
think that is a fair definition of what the Spiritualism of this present
day claims to be.
You may say" How does that concern us Christians 1 "_ It concerns
you much. Do you know this, that fifty years ago the number of
Spiritualists in the United States was estimated at nine thousand,
and that it is now estimated at twenty millions 1 What do you think
of it 1 That is in the United States alone. What will come of it 1
In fifty years the number has increased two thousandfold; so -that if
that estimate be true, and I have no doubt there is some truth in it,
for everyone Spiritualist in the United States fifty years ago, to-day
there_ are two thousand!
But let us consider our own country. I shall not trouble you with
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statistics. This may suffice. Not more than four years ago there
was an article in a well-known Church of England religious paper,
reckoned to be somewhat evangelical, advocating Spiritualism and
representing it as harmless and useful. Three years ago a similar.
article appeared in one of our leading Nonconformist teligious papers;
and barely two months ago a certain bishop in the Church of England,
writing in one 'of the magazines which you may buy at every railway
station, said, "Spiritualism is the ally, and not the enemy, of
Christianity." And there are other signs of the progress of this
Spiritualist movement. It is a- very imp~rtant thing that we have
to face.
Now comes this question: What is Scripture 1 I can tell you in
one or two words: it is the Bible. By the Bible I mean the Old and
New Testaments put together, from Genesis to Revelation: but if for
the moment you confine your attention to the Old Testament, I define
it as Scripture because it was endorsed by no less an authority than
that of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, Creator and Judge, the
Redeemer of man, the Son of God. He had in His holy hands while
He was on earth the self-same book that we now read, in substantially
the same words. By Scripture, then, I mean the Bible, including of
course the New Testament.
Now we are on clear ground; we know what Spiritualism professes
to be; we know what we mean when we talk about Scripture.
I have three distinct propositions which I want to bring before you.
It is desirable that the statements of a preacher or a lecturer should
be clear-cut, for if a man stands up with nothing definite to say, the'
people go away with nothing. I will therefore be extremely precise,
and bring before you three propositions which I think are perfectly
capable of proof and cannot be disputed. The first is this: that if
you do not believe the Scriptures, then the consultation of the dead
is useless, to say the least of it. But, you may say, how do you prove
that 1 I cannot prove anything to you who do not believe in Jesus
Christ: I can only pray that He will compel you to believe in Him by
the operation of His Spirit on your heart. But I ))rove my assertion
by quoting the words of my Lo;rd and Saviour, Who said: "If they
believe not Moses and the prophets, neither would they be persuaded
though one rose from the dead". Therefore, if we could have the
dead back, not merely as spirits invisible, but clothed in flesh, if we
could have them back by a resurrection of their bodies from the dead,
and were they to give us an account of the unseen world into which
they had passed, and from which they had returned, we should not
be profited by their message.
My proof is the fact that Jesus Christ said it. Who dare dispute it 1
Christ said it. "If they believe not Moses and the prophets, neither
would they be persuaded though one rose from the dead." Think of
those words; give them their due weight. How should you and I
feel if half a dozen forms fresh from the grave came and stood here
before us 1 If we had permission to ask them for information about
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the unseen world and they said to ns, " There is a hell-men may say
what they like-we have seen it. There is a heaven: there is a God:
there is a Christ: there is a coming Day of Judgment; we have heard
the devils express their fear of it :" if these terrible apparitions could
come and speak thus to us, it would not make Christians of those
who are unbelievers; for Jesus said, "If they believe not Moses and
the prophets, neither would they be persuaded though one rose from
the dead". I glory in confessing that I believe in Jesus Christ. He
has saved my soul; He has won my affections; He is the strength of
my heart, and the life of my service; my possession in time; my hope
for eternity. I believe in Jesus Christ. I do not care to present to
men man-made arguments about the things of God. If the statements
of my Lord and Saviour are not convincing to my fellow-creatures,
I cannot convince them: I can only pray for them and weep.
But now let me pass on to a higher supposition, that you believe
the Scriptmes. If you do believe the Scriptures, what then 1 What
is your position then with respect to the consultation of the dead 1
Simply this: you find it condemned ill the books that you read. It
is not for you to form a judgement about the consultation of the dead,
if you are a believer in the Scriptures. I confess myself to be the
bondservant of the Scriptures; I dare not believe, I would not believe,
and I will not believe anything contrary to them. I subject my
judgement, such intellect as God has given me, and such stores of
learning as he has provided me with, I subject it all with absolute
subjection to the authority of the word of God. I hope you occupy
the same position.
Supposing then that you with me believe the Scr-iptures, what must
you think about Spiritualism 1 I say you must see that it stands
condemned out of the mouth of God. But how 1 you will say. Nlan~
years ago, it may be twenty now, I was reading Ostervald's French
version of the Scr-iptures. I am very fond of reading the Bible in a
language that I happen to know something of, and I have read the
French Bible through again and again. One day I came to words
something like these: "Ceux qui interrogent les morts sont en
abomination it l'Eternel ton Dieu". That is to say, "Those who
consult the dead are an abomination unto the Lord thy God;" and
I was startled. I had never seen that in the English Bible. Something amiss here-whatever is it 1 I took up my English Bible as I
take it up now and turning to the passage I found this-the single
word at the close of the eleventh verse of the eighteenth of Deuteronomy, "necromancer". Then I began to think. I thought the wcrd
ove!'. 'VeIl," necro" certainly means "dead", "mancer", that
means a prophet; so, of course, "necromancer" means one who
predicts with the help of the dead. I was enlightened. I had blundered over- that word many times although I knew the language upon
which it was based. We do a good deal of careless reading. My next
thought was, "Well, I must have a look at the Hebrew". And what
do you think I found ther-e 1 I fotmd that instead of the one word
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" necromancer" in the original Hebrew Scriptures there were four
words. The first means" one who puts a question", the second means
" to", and the third and fourth mean "the dead"; and so I found
instead of "necromancer", "one who pntteth questions to the dead
is an abomination unto the Lord thy God". I had never seen it.!Jllfore.
'fhen, I thought, that is a Spiritualist, one who putteth questions to
the dead. I would not deceive you, my hiends: that is the plain
English of what Moses wrote.
If you believe the Scriptures, you see you are pinned down to those
words of God's servant Moses. You are pinned down to believe that
Spiritualism is an abomination to God-the living God-and is by
Him expressly forbidden to the people He loved most, the Israelites.
He said it, and you have heard it read by the chairman. Let me
read it again. "Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or
a wizard, or one who putteth questions to the dead. For all that do
these things are an abomination unto the Lord,"-that is unto Jehovah,
the living God,-" and because of these abominations the Lord thy
God driveth out the Canaanites from before thee. Thou shalt be
perfect with the Lord thy God. For these nations which thou shalt
possess hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners, but aB
for thee, the Lord thy God hath not Buffered thee so to do." God
never allowed His people tollonsult the dead, and He expressly forbade
that they ever should d.o so. In the part of Holy Scripture to which
I have referred, Spiritualism, the consultation of t.he dead, is expressly
condemned and forbidden as an abomination. And if it was forbidden
to the nation whom God loved, and of whom according to the flesh
Christ came, the nation from whom we have received the living oracles,
then it is forbidden to you and me. What do you think of it 7 If
you dare to disobey such a statement of God's word I dare not. I
tremble at the thought; I tremble when I think of His glorious name.
And He has promised to dwell with the man who trembles at His word.
Yes, it is my glory tD tremble at the word of God. I should be a fool
if I did not, and worse than a fool. I would not say as much of you,
if you do not tremble at His word I would pray for you, in the hope
that God may yet teach you better things. There was a man who
persecuted the saints of God; but he afterwards said, "I obtained
mercy because I did it ignorantly and in unbelief ".
In spite of all this a bishop has recently said that Spiritualism is
"The ally of Christianity, not its enemy". Last February it appeared
in a magar-ine, "The ally and not the enemy of Christianity". I
wish to examine that statement for a moment.
I have recently read that at a Spiritualistic Conference, held in the
United States 'not very long ago, these four resolutions wem passed:
first, that Sunday schools be abolished; secondly, that Christian
worship be discontinued; thirdly, that the marriage laws be abrogated
or seriously altered; and fourthly, that all animal food be forbidden.
Ah, I see it now! "Forbidding to marry and commanding to abstain
from meats." That is what Scripture has to say about them. And
3
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yet in England one who has signed the Articles of the Established
Church dares to call Spiritualism" the ally of Christianity"; that is,
the ally of Jesus Christ! Holy Scripture speaks not so. If we believe
Holy Scriptnre, then we must say that this thing is an abomination
and is forbidden unto the sons of men. God has forbidden it.
Look at another passage of Scripture. Look for a moment at Paul
at Philippi, gone thither as a servant of the most high God to bring
the Gospel into the continent of Europe. Behold, an unexpected ally
comes to his assistance, a damsel possessed of a spirit of divination.
And she really was; for she divined what Paul was. She cried, These
men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us the
way of salvation. How did she know it 1 She really had a spirit of
divination. And what did the Apostle Paul do, the man whom God
filled with His Spirit to an extent perhaps never equalled, and certainly
never surpassed among the servants of Jesus Christ? We read that
He was grieved. This she did for many days, but Paul was grieved
in spirit; and at last he tllrned upon the spirit and said, "I charge
thae to come out of her", and it came out of her; of course it did.
Spirits cannot stand against the power of their Creator. They trembled
at Jesus Christ when He was here upon earth, and besought Him not
to send them away into the deep; and they meant it. This shows
the reality of the existence of evil spirits, There may be hypocrites
among the Spiritualists as there are among us Christians; but it is
not all illusion. It is a serious fact that superhuman power and superhuman knowledge are possessed by certain spirits with whom some
of the sons of men bave mysterious intercourse. I do not doubt it
for a moment. Scripture teaches it, and we have begun to see it. I
have been told by missionaries that in foreign parts, where the devil
has been for ages undisturbed by the Gospel of Ch~ist, devil·possession
is a well-known fact.
But I must not wander. I think I have proved two things to your
satisfaction: first, that if you do not believe the Scriptures then the
consultation of the dead is not of the slightest use to you, and will
never persuade you of anything worth knowing. So Christ said.
That is sufficient proof for me. And secondly, that if you do believe
the Scriptures, you find as you read them that this thing is a forbidden
thing, described by the Lord himself as an abomination. And there
are many places in the Scriptures, besides that passage in Deuteronomy,
where this professed consultation of the dead is condemned as evil,
and forbidden. For instance we are told that when Saul consulted
the witch of Endor, he "died for asking counsel of one that had a
familiar spirit, to inquire of it, and not of the Lord".
Now I come to a far pleasanter matter, my third proposition. I
would not at first tell you what it was because it was too precious.
I felt it was worth keeping back. It is this: if you have Christ in
your heart, you do not want Spiritualism. You have something
better, infinitely better, than the consultation of the dead, even if it
were ever so real or ever so useful. And now let us look at this: what

The Gospel Magazine

33

have we got that is better 1 Come again to the precious Book. There
it is said, " The Lord thy GDd hath not suffered thee so to do. The
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee,
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him shall ye hearken. According
to your desire for a mediator in the day of the assembly." I condense
it: that is the substance of the next verse. See what GDd has given
to His dear people, His dear Israel. The Canaanites had not a prophet;
but in fulfilinent of this glorious promise, "The Lord thy GDd will
raise up unto you a prophet", a long line of prophets were raised up
one atter another, Samuel, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel,
and the rest; a long line of men who communicated to the people
the words of God, and definitely predicted all future events which
it was desirable to know. And we see their sacred predictions fnlfilled
even this day before our eyes. Prophet after prophet arose according
to God's promise: "The Lord thy God will raise up a prophet from
the midst of thee. But the crowning fulfilment came when the Son of
God took flesh, when He began His ministry, when Jesus Christ opened
His lips and said" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven; blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted; blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth;
blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God". Then in all its
splendour came forth the meaning of the Divine words, " I will raise
you up a prophet of your brethren like unto Moses". Thus he that
knows Jesus Christ can say, "I have something infinitely better than
any form of divination. I have the Son of God manifested in the
flesh for my redemption, Who has given His life for me; and as to the
future, so far as it is well for me to know it. He will tell me either in
His word or by the leadings of His Spirit. Having Jesus Christ for my
prophet I do not walk blindfold through this world; I know what
shall be on the morrow because my Prophet knows".
A good man, a minister of the Gospel, was walking through the
streets one day with a friend, and met a newspaper boy, who said,
"Take a paper, sir 1" The old minister looked at him and said,
"What have you got 1 Is to-morrow's news in it 1" The boy
looked astonished: "No sir, of course not". "Oh well," said the
minister touching a Bible under his arm, "I don't want that; this
has got to-morrow's news in it". It was witty, and it was true, in so
far as it placed the Bible before the newspaper. Here I have the
news of the morrow. I have everything that it concerns me to know
about the future of this world, and the world to come; everything.
God has fnlfilled His promise and raised up unto me a Prophet from
among my brethren, that is, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. We have
something better, my friends; and oh, if any of you are still doubting
the wisdom of what I am saying, and if your minds are not yet brought
into subjection to the Holy Scripture, I can tell you you have cause
to envy us simple people. You have canse to envy us. Remember
and fear; remember, my friend, my brother by creation if not by
l·eligion, remember this, that Jesus said, "Except ye be converted"
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and become as little childl'en. ye shall not enter the kingdom of heavel]."
" A prophet shall He raise up unto us," So we are better off,· We
can do withont Spiritualism. Some people could not afford to do
without it. We can; we have Jesus Christ instead. He is better
than all the dead pnt together. If all the saints in heaven could come
and teach me, I should say" No; I do not want you. I have Jesus
Christ for my prophet; you can stop in heaven till I get there ". I
really should. I do not eovet new revelations, and if I did, Spiritualism
is not a new revelation. There is another ground for our belief that
we are better off than those of our fellow-creatures who are Spiritualists.
I call them fellow-creatures; for remember, the sin of our fellowcreatures does not absolve us from the duty of loving our neighb01ll'
as ourself. However we hate his sin, we have no right to despise
our neighbour if his religion differs from ours. But I repeat, we are
far better off than if we were spiritualists, than if we hadatourfingers'
ends all the results of their investigations of psychical phenomena,
as they call them. Why are we better off ~ We have the Holy Spirit
of Christ. the Holy Spirit of God for our guide and teacher. I did not
know anything till the Holy Spirit began to teaeh me. I did not eveu
know I was a sinner; I did not know there was a living God. I did
not honestly believe that there wa·s a heaven to come for those who
are redeemed, and eternal misery for those who are lost. I would
not have denied it; but it was not real to me till the Holy Spirit of
God began to teach me. Then it became intensely real, and I began
to pray that glorious p1'3yer, "God be merciful to me a sinner ". And
He heard me, praise be to His name. He heard me and answered me.
Do you think that this is religious enthusiasm, my fricnds ~ It is a
great mercy to have the Holy Spirit for one's teacher. He will teach
us everything we need to know. An earthly teacher will say, "I
cannot find brains and knowledge too; I cannot teach this dolt".
But the Holy Spirit of God never speaks so. He finds the understanding as well as the subjects of instruction. He does it all. He is a
worthy teacher. We can do without" psychical science ", having the
Spirit of God for our instructor; and that is not all. YOIl kllow what
the war has done. One of the by-products of the war is the increase
of Spiritualism. Look at all the people who are bereaved, and almost
frantic at the emptying of their homes and hearts; all the light gone
out of their lives through the destruction of their loved sons. Oh,.
there are many such! And then onc comes and says, " Now we are
going to deal with this matter reverently. I should consult so-and-so;
he will put you into commuuication with your loved one". But I do
not understand reverent transgression, I cannot Ullde;stand reverent
sin. I am suspicious of that word reverent. Reverent transgression
-how can it be 1 It is essentially irreverent to do what God has
forbidden. The young widow, with her heart torn to pieces, will say,
" Oh, I sholild like to hear from Charles; I wonder how he was injured:
1 wonder what became of him. Yes, I will go. They tell me i~ is alt
very reveren t " .

The Gospel Magazine

35

The Lord have mercy on her, she is risking a higger t.hing than the
loss of her heloved; and that is the loss of God's favour, the loss
her spirit.na.l and naturalliherty; but that is how it is worked. People
have gone to this thing for comfort. But I am sure that every believer
here present will agree with me in saying that we have no need of such
comfort. I have the Holy Ghost Himself to comfort me. My heart
is still bleeding with the loss of a son, a young man possessed of brilliant
talents and beloved bv
all who knew him. He has not been in his
•
grave three days; but I can say with the help of the Spirit of Godthis testimony may be the more convincing if I tell you that my last
burning kiss is yet resting on his cold forehead-I can say this with
the help of the Holy Comforter: "The Lord gave . . . . (You will
forgive a father's emotion, I do not know how to get through it)" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed bc the name
of the Lord". That is what the Comforter has done for me. Now,
my friends, let mc appeal to those of you who fear God to give much
prayer to this mattcr, that God may deliver our nation. For if this
thing should increase, and sweep into its net the various denominations
of England, .it will mean the destruction of our beloved country under
the pouring out of the vials of God's wrath. May the few things
spoken to you this evening in feeble dependence on the best of Masters,
be of real, solid, everlasting use to your imm.ottal souls.
[N.B.-This lecture lllay be obtained from J. P. Wiles, M.A.,
Devizes; or from S. R. Hunt, 42,.Dyke Road, Brighton. 1td. each.
or 10 /- per 100. Postag~ Extra.]

EXTRACTS FROM AN ESSAY ON PRAYER.
By A. E. W.
(Oontinued 11'Om December issue, p. 536.)
THERE is another exquisite suggestion that may be offered, concel'lling
the work of the Holy Ghost in relation to prayer. There is a verse
t.hat refers to t.his but. which is largely lI)isunderstood. "Again I
say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anyt.hing t.hat they shall ask, it shall be done for t.hem of my Fat.her which
is in Heaven, for where two or three are gathered together in My name,
t.here am I in the midst of them" (Mat.t. xviii. 19, 20).
Here' agree' means' symphonize '-like the agreement. of sOlmds
in a musical chord attuned in a common key, an agreement in need,
desire, and petition is accomplished by t.he Holy Spirit in different
hearts and the answer is assured. No arbitrary arrangement is
indicat.ed, but spontaneous desire and request. That the notes struck
may be in harmony, t.wo conditions are needed: (a) That. a skilful
hand shall put the whole instrument in tune; (b) That an equally
skilled hand shall touch keys which are capable together of producing
a true chord. In other words, praying souls must be in harmony

•

36

\ The Gospel Magazine

with God Himself and with each other. The Lord touches them like
a master-musician, and they respond together to His will and give
forth the chord which is in His mind.
A missionary from China told the writer of a known instance of this.
Workers met and silently waited on God for hours-then they spontaneously and simultaneously voiced audibly the same petition, and
instinctively and with conviction knew they needed no more to pray
for that for which they had asked. It was granted.
The late George Miiller, of Bristol, had a prayer list with names
thereon "for whom he daily besought the Lord for one, two, three,
four, six, ten years before the answer was given". Just before his
death he admitted that for over sixty years he had prayed daily for
two persons-and he significantly added (says his biographer), "I
have not a doubt that I shall meet them both in heaven; for my
Heavenly Father would not lay upon my heart a burden of prayer for
them for over threescore years, if He had not, concerning them,
purposes of mercy". Is there not here a hint that true pmyer is not
only independent of circumstances, and earthly in its sphere, but also
that it is heavenly in its origin ~
"Praying in the Holy Ghost" (Jude 20). "Likewise the Spirit
also helpeth our infirmities: for we know Hot what we should
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh intercessioil
for us with groanings that, caffilot be uttered" (Rom. viii. 26). Do
not these verses show that in true prayer the Holy Spirit breathes
through the believer's heart the petitions He intends to grant ~-for,
"He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind 01 the
Spirit" (Rom. viii. 27).
Wonderful that the Lord has bound Himself to answer prayer and
retains His right as sovereign Lord to answer any, Ulltrammelled b:circumstances! There is such a thing as prayer answered being a
calamity! It is necessary, therefore, to pray in subjection to the
Divine will-for" He gave them their request but sent leanness into
their soul" (Psa. cvi. 15). This recalls quails in plenty, and plague
sent in judgement on the greed of the people; or we remember how
the people of Israel despised the Lord as their King and prayed
for a human monarch. Saul was granted, but they lived to rue the
day!
Who indeed can fathom the depths of prayer in the book of Psalms ~
It was not only the inspired prayer book of Israel but later of the Lord
Jesus, Whose inner experiences are therein set forth even as His outer
and circumstantial life is depicted in the Gospels.
"I REMEMBER, in going to undertake the care of a congregation,
I was reading, as I walked in a green lane, 'Fear not, Paul, I have
much people in this city'. But I soon afterwards was disappointed
in finding that Paul was not John, and that Corinth was not Warwick."
-John iYecwton.
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" I HAVE read of many wicked popes, but the worst pope I ever met
with is pope Self."-John Newton.
"I HOPE you are not tired of hearing of the love of Jesus to poor
helpless sinners; I am sure I am not tired of speaking upon it."-

William Romaine.
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ttont9po n'lJ en rr .
THE LORD'S COMING.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEl, MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I was very pleased to read your article on " The Lord's
Coming", and to my mind what you say is perfectly t·rue. "The
falling away or the apostasy, and the revelation of the man of sin,
must precede the Lord's coming (2 Thess. ii. 1-5)." Page 514, Dec.,
1920.
Spiritual conflict with the enemy is common, and we are taught
to "Fight the good fight of faith" (1 Tim. vi. 12), " And to endure
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. ii. 3).
In the eorning conflict between truth and error, God's people will
need to be equipped with" the whole armoUl' of God" (Eph. vi. 13),
and" the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God": for it is
written, " And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by
the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the
death" (Rev. xii. 11).
The word' testimony', according to the dictionary, means, "A
statement or affirmation of a fact, evidence, proof". All overcomers
have evidence that they have been redeemed by the precious blood of
Christ. "The Spu'it itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that
we may also be glori3.ed together" (Rom. viii. 16, 17).
It is becoming mOl'e evident that great things must come to pass
before long. "Blessed is he that waiteth " (Dan. xii. 12).
H. HODDINOTT.
IVest Ladye, Holmwood, Surrey.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The book-mission funds are now in very urgent need,
and we earnestly seek the help of all friends of the soldier and sailor.
We have great openings for circulating the Gospel of Christ amongst
the men on land and sea. In labouring on day by day we seek to
remember the words of the prophet, "The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth: but the Word of our God shall stand for ever ", and in these
post-war days it behoves the people of God to still remember our
brave defenders. God is blessing the books circulated to the conversion and comfort of souls.
Yours sincerely,
6, StirlinlJ Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, Decemher ht, 1920.
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In $emoriam.
THE LATE REV. JAMES ~fORTIMER SANGAR.
AF-TER a long ministry of 63 years, and in a good old age, there has
passed from us one of God's valiant standard-bearers and faithful
witnesses and bold defenders of the Protestant faith and truth, the
REV. J AMES MORTIMER SANGAR. Taking his RA. degree at Cambridge in 1856, he commenced his ministry with distinctive teaching
of the doctrines of grace, owing much to the gracious teaching and
influence of that holy man of God, Hugh M'Neil!. He laboured at
Shepton Mallet, Calne, in Wiltshire, Swansea, Tetbury, St. Jude's,
Mildmay, and held chaplaincies at Portsea Workhouse, and Brompton
Chapel. Finally, in 1895, he was presented to the living of Elworthy,
near Taunton, where he remained until his resignation in July, 1919,
thus having been there in the providence of God for 24 years. Our
beloved friend was associated with the writer's godly grandmother in
the sixties and was, therefore, from our earliest day, a family friend.
His ministerial career was followed with deep interest, although it was
not until later years that we met, during one of the Clifton Conferences. Thence onwards, very sacred and sweet were the fellowship
and communion with this" master in Israel". One recalls a visit to
his rooms after one of the Clifton Conferences in 1911, when I was led
to ask him if he had had much joy in his ministry and souls to his hirel
In his deliberate manner, and as though he weighed every word he
uttered, but with always a profound way of expressing himself, he
made a reply that apparently he had had but few seals as regarded the
salvation of souls to his ministry. "Sometimes I think of the Lord's
declaration ·of His servant the prophet Ezekiel, 'Son of man, I will
put bands upon thee'. Yet at times, I have a hope that my message
may not have been in vain and without fruit." "One occasion", continued MR. SANGAR, "I recall. Being due to preach at St. John's,
Portsea, I went through a violent thunderstorm. The hail, thunder,
lightning, and rain were terrific, and nothing but the anticipation of
preaching would have taken me out on such an evening. I arrived at the
church to find five people for my congregation, and one of those was
evidently finding herself in a church quite opposed to her taste. She
may have taken refuge there from the storm. Anyhow, her conduct
and manner during Divine service were disgraceful, and she showed in
every possible way her dislike to a Protestant Evangelical service. I
had prepared a sermon, but observing this young lady, my mind became troubled, and during the service the whole of my text and
sketched-out selmon that I had prepared was utterly blotted out of my
memory, and I ascended the pulpit to announce the words given me,
I believed of God, at the moment, , endeavouring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace '. I spoke at liberty, presently remarking that there may be an effort, and that a vaiu one, to unite Christendom, the Anglican and the Roman Catholic, the Protestant Evangelical
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with the Ritualist, but it cannot stand. Then I went on to point out
that this was not the meaning of-the text. It is speaking of the one
Church, the TlUe Church, even the Body of Christ which alone can be
and is preserved in oneness; in the unity of the Spirit. All out of that
Church have no interest in the matter of salvation. God's salvation
being a finished and completed one on Calvary-or words to that
effect." The preacher could only note with earnest, prayerful interest,
the young lady who up to the time of the sermon had gone through the
exterior workings of an extreme high-churchwoman, and who now sat
riveted, and with wrapt attention, listening to the preacher. All that he
knew afterwards was that she was an entire stranger to the place, and
that she asked the verger as she passed out, "Who was the preacher 1 "
Bur MR. SANGAR had found it in his heart to pray and hope from time
to time that the Lord might have purposes of mercy to her. Tenderly
and tearfully he remarked, "Eternity may reveal it"! He ever
ycarned after the salvation of immortal souls, but was so firmly, confidently, yet submissively cast upon the absolute sovereignty of his God,
that it was a leading and powerful characteristic of my beloved friend,
and never failed to establish and strengthen me when privileged to
hear his gracious converse, or the way the Lord had led and dealt with
him. He had had a chequered history and many bitter disappointments, but with him his Lord's will and good pleasure always kept him
from a murmuring and rebelling spirit. He sought grace to speak
faithfully and to contend earnestly with what words the Lord gave him
to utter, and to go where the Lord would send him, aud often and long
to minister to a people who neither understood nor appreciated the
doctrines of grace. Spealiing of commentators on one occa8ion, he
remarked, "Di. Gill and other commentators are not (,I!Vays a help.
Why 1 Look at Psalm cxxviii. 3, ' Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine'.
Often the domestic life of a man of God is anything but what this
describes. Dr. Gill says, ' This may have a reference to the Church of
Christ'. Why, if it is not directly of Her what is it 1 Who tor a
certainty can state that his wife in all cases is as this description 1 And
I prefer the P.B.V. of the 6th verse, 'Thou shalt see Jerusalem iil
prosperity all thy life long '. Oh, this is what Jesus can say of His
purchased possession! Why, Jerusalem was laid to siege and waste
and decay, and anything but prosperous! But the Jerusalem of
Christ's purchase, the travail of His soul is in prosperitya-ll Her life
-eternally so! So, come what will, storms and schisms, darkness
and adversity, Jesus looks on and sees only prosperity". Speaking of ' the Revised Version, he remarked, "I favour the R.V. for
such a translation as this, ' I WAS crucified with Christ'. It is not' I
am " as though the daily crucifying of self should be the thought, but
I was crucified with Christ on Calvary. My sins were there represented
in my glorious Substitute, and to bless roe with His Peace and to teach
me that' there is therefore no more sacrifice for sins' ". Thus profitably we ever passed the time of our hallowed meetings, sometimes at
his lodgings when the joy of his heart (I believe he counted upon it all
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the year) was fulfilled, and he came to Bristol, the place ever dearest
to him, fOl' a fortnight during the summer; or as he met at our house;
or as we strolled along. I always felt as a child leaming from a
Master-mind and privileged heyond many in hearing his sweet testimony. He was so humble. Such a meek and tender spirit possessed
him, and ofttimes in his old age he could not continue his converse for
emotion as he spoke of the goodness of his God. "I remember praying
for the conversion of my father from my boyhood and, oh! how I
prayed to the end of his life, and I believe God gave me my desire at
the end", he said once, and broke down as he told it me.
He was very ready with pithy stories, and those savouring of redeeming love were related with great tenderness. I remember once he told
me of a little dumb girl who was questioned by a visitor to the Institution. He wrote on the black board, "How long have you been
dnmb 1 " and the child replied by writing, " All my life". Again, the
inquirer wrot~, "Why were you so 1" and again the little
girl handled the chalk and wrote her reply. It was this: "Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight". He told also of a poor
illiterate man who was questioned by a scoffer as to how he could
square this in his so-called Bible. "It is full of contradictions", said
the sceptic. "In one part I read you are in the Spirit, and in another,
the Spirit is in you. Explain it if you can ". "Quite easily", said
the dear old man of God, and taking np the poker he thrust it into the
fire. "Now", said he, "the poker is red hot. It is in the fire, and
the fire is in the poker".
During his visit in 1912 when he, to thc joy of his heart, preached at
St. Mary-Ie-Port Chnrch his text was taken from Isa. xxii. 23, notes
of which I was privileged to supply the readers of our Magazine in the
October issue. He remarked, "The Lord Jesus could not truthfully
have declared all His delight in His Elect if there were not an Elect
People", and of Mal. iii. 16, "The Lord hearkened and heard those
who feared Him and spake often onc to auother of Him, but I like to
notice the book of remembrance was written for those that alf\Q fea,ed
and thought upon His name. Some caunot say much, but their desires
and thodghts are going out after Him and they know they In, e Him".
Said MR. SANGAR on one of these times: "The Voice in Eden mt'st
have been none other than the Voice· of the God-man. The second
Person in the glorious Trinity. Had it been the Voice of God it would
have been in teirible thunder and judgement to fallen Adam".
UR. SANGAR had a singular gift in p,eaching, and he ever impressed
his hearers with the profolUldness of the subject. The mastedy way
in which he handled it, leaving no room for doubt or contradiction,
and the sweet sacredness of it, that whilst he preached to the saint
there was also an encouraging word for the seeker, and a hope fo.< those
not yet manifested. He meditated much; he read and thought deeply,
and whilst the aloneness of his life in his little quiet, even monotonous
parish must neces~a.rily have been a severe trial to faith, yet the man
of God learned in that school the wonderfullefson, " Be still and know
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that I am God ", and with the gracious and evident result that there
was power in his ministry. It was often his experience to find that the
word which he bad meditated upon and was prepared to preach from
was at the last moment taken away, and he found himself compellefl
to preach from some word that was brought to his mind as he ascended
the pulpit. It was more often than not to learn how suitable the word
had been to some one present. He told the writer ha" on one occasion
when in London he was intending to preach from a yerse in a Psalm,
and so confident was he of knowing wbere to find it, tbat be did not
look it up in tbe Bible before going into the pulpit. During tbe
singing of the hymn to his dismay he could not find the te~t he
wanted! He hw,ted through Psalm after Psalm and was unable 1z>
light upon the words he sought for! At the close of the hymn he cast
himself upon the Lord, opened the Bible anywhere, and his eye lighted
upon Zech. xiii. 1: "In that day there shall be a fountain opened to
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for
uncleanness", and he seldom enjoyed more felt liberty than waR
granted him on that occasion.
At St. Bride's Church, Liverpool, under Canon Filleul, he was once
called upon to preach. The whole of Saturday found him waiting
upon the Lord for a message, or a charge as ha loved to express it. "A
true minister of the Gospel must be charged with his message", he
would remark. On the occasion l'eferred to, none seemed directly
given him, and he wrestled till late Saturday night and awoke early on
the Lord's Day still with no text!
He returned to his room after breakfast, and pac~d the floor, crying
unto the Lord to appear for him. How true are the Foet's words:
11

Just at the last distressing hour,
Our God displays delivering power!

11

At ten minutes before the hour for service, the words, " Behold I will
allure her", etc., dropped upon his BOul with much sweetness ana
power, "and immediately", said MR. SANGAR, "I saw the whole
sermon sketched out clearly, and I preached from those words with
as great liberty as I ever remember. Afterwards I was told Of a family
there who were mourners, having the day before buried a beloved son,
and his mother was there, to whom the message was hlessed and her
soul comforted ".
(To be continued.\
THE LATE MRS. A. G. ANNE BARRY.
ON Nov. 16th last the call to her heavenly Home took pla,ce of Our
dear friend, Mrs. A. G. ANNE B.mRY, widow of the late SurgeonMajor D. PatersOll Barry, M.D., 13th Light Infantry. Mrs. BARRY
had for some years been living at Buxton, but in August last she
removed to Southborough. A few yc.'\l'S before she went to Buxton
she stayed at Bath for a time, and attended our services at Kensington
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Epi'copal Chapel. Here we first became acquainted with her. We
found her to be a devoted Christian lady, a lover of the doctrines of
grace, and of decided Evangelical and Protestant convictions. She
had brought np her large family on the old Evangelical lines, and
she walked in the old paths of Evangelical trnth and practice. She
was, we believe, in her ninetieth year, bnt she retained her mental
facnlties to the last. She was a regular reader of the English Churchman and also of the Gospel Magazine. She was a true mother in Israel,
and we deeply monrn her departure and sympathize with her sorrowing
family.
The following interesting and touching account is from the pen of
one of her daughters.
The Home call of onr dear mother has been the deepest sorrow to ns,
her children, but we can truly say that wc sorrow not" without hope"
for we have the blessed assurance that she is " with Christ which is far
better" .
Her faith in God, and her life of obedience to His commands, have
been the greatest inspiration to her family, and were the best inheritance
she could leave us. The Bible, with the teaching of the Holy Spirit,.
was in a very real sense the rule of her life, and the text which guidec]
her in all the plans for our edncation, and the concerns of the home,
was-" Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto yon ".
She rested wholly on the finished work of Christ as her one hope, and
constantly she spoke of the wonderful grace which brought her to know
the Lord in childhood, and she loved to trace the leadings of Providence
in being put under the ministry of the Rev. Robert Anderson, of
Trinity Church, Brighton, in her school days. She learnt to know
and love the writings of John Newton in her early married life, through
my father's writing from India at the time of the Mutiny, saying that
he had fOlIDd a copy of Ca1'diphonia in the pocket of Colonel Ingram,
after his death, and wished her to procure one. The OIney hymns
,vere my mother's constant companion, and she conld quote many
from memory. 'rhe Life of the Rev. Thos. Scott, and his Commentary,
were very favourite books, but latterly the" Pilgrim's Progress" was
the book, after the Bible, which she liked best to have read to her.
Our dear mother's devotion and love for the Sabbath was deeper
than ever in her last years, and whenever possible she was always
present at the morning service at church, delighting in the ministry
of the Rev. F. Peacock, at Bnxton, and all through the day was strict
in her observance of it as a holy day. She was a very fervent Protestant, and felt a great horror at the slightest leaning to Rome, and with
it combined a great gentleness, and a true love for all the children of
God.
She was greatly interested in the work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society, the Irish Church Missions, and other societies, and also had a
very warm love for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, besides a personal aflection
for the Editor and his family. She had been failing for some tip1e.
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and after a fortnight's acute illness, entered into Rest, at Southborough ,
near Tunbridge Wells. Her patience was wonderful in her last illness,
and when conscious would love to have texts or hymns repeated to
her. Almost the last day she asked several times for" The sands of
time are sinking", and said with great fervour, " Christ is everything
to me, my Lord and my Saviour".
. She was laid to rest in the same grave as our dear father at TWlbridge
Wells cemetery, and we can trnly say, "Their children arise up and
call them blessed ", for the gift of such parents is a priceless blessing,
and they thank God for all they have been. She was dearly loved and
revered by her eleven children and twenty-five grandchildren. She
would not like praise for herself, I know, as she often used the text,
" Not unto us, 0 Lord, but unto Thy name give glory", but we would
remember her faith and honour her memory.

R. P. B.

lllrlJtC£ltant

lSearon.

PROTESTANT POINTS.
I.-INTRODUCTORY.

WE do well to remember that although older Christians may be well
.acquainted with the essential principles and tenets of Protestantism,
a new generation of young Christians is continually arising, to whom
these, and Scriptural proof of the same, may be less known. It is
with a view to helping such, that they may. in these' perilous times'
be enabled to "earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered to the saints ", that (D.V.) it is proposed to write a series
of brief articles on 'Protestant Points'.
In the first place, we must bear in mind that Protestantism is
positive in its assertions, and not merely negative, as it is sometimes
said to be.
A ' Protestant' meant, originally, a witness for the true faith, and
then, inasmuch as the true faith cannot be fully expounded and testified
to, without an exposure of false doctrine, it came to have a secondary
meaning of one who protests against what he believes to be error.
A true Protestant will bear witness to the truth, and will also combat
and refute error.
The Lord Jesus Christ, "the Faithful Witness ", Who was Himself
" the Truth", in setting forth the truth, ever exposed and denounced
the errors of the religionists of His day. The Apostles of Christ, too,
in the Scriptures of Trnth, followed in the footsteps of the Master,
.constantly exposing and confuting false teaching as occasion arose.
This will be evident to every careful reader of the New Testament.
At the time of the Reformation, iu the 16th Century and onwards,
when God was pleased to bring about a revival of real Christianity,
there were many witnesses raised up-true Protestants-who, while
they contended for the truth of God, which they had learned from the
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Holy Scriptures, yet boldly protested, even unto death, against the
false dogmas of a corrupt Christendom.
And now that those false doctrines are crystallized, so to speak, in
the apostasy of Rome, claiming to be the "one, true, holy Catholic
Church, out of which there is no salvation ", it is the clear duty of
Christians to be 'Protestants' both in the positive and negative sense
of the term.
Many, in these Laodicean days, seem to avoid controversy altogether.
It is not right, of course, to engage in controversy merely for controversy's sake, with the sole aim of worsting one's opponent; but it
is absolutely necessary that it should be undertaken in a spirit of
faithfulness to the tmth and of love to souls, remembering always
the words of the Apostle, "What hast thou, that thou didst not
receive 1 " (1 Cor. iv. 7), and again, "In meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them
repentance to the aclmowledging of the truth" (2 Tim. ii. 25).
In a world wherein error abounds, truth cannot be properly displayed and enforced, without an exposure and refutation of that
which is opposed to it and would subvert, it. (See Gal. ii. 4, 5, and
Jude, verSe 3).
ROBERT J. NOYES.
Marshall, Sask., CaT14da.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE January "Quarterly 'Record" is now ready and will be sent
post free to any address; it contains a portrait and biographical
sketch of the seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, and an article and illustration, describing John Newton's church and pulpit in the City of London.
Meetings have been held at Hankhurst, Horley, Eastbourne, and
Croydon, and collections after sermons have been made at many
places. Such help is indeed appreciated by the Committee, especially
in these days of enhanced outlay upon our eight Homes and the Life
Pensions. Additional supporters have been secured from among
those who value the distinctive truths upon which the Society is based.
Our recipients are to be found in all parts of the United Kingdom.
Little homes are maintained through the pensions providing the
margin, without which the pinch of penury would be felt. From many
a room steals forth an influence that affects everyone for good. Of
not a few it may be said, "Now she that is a widow indeed and
desolate, trusteth in God and contilh.teth in supplications and prayers
night and day": There are leaves and plants which give out their
sweetness when pressed, bruised, and broken, so many an aged pilgrim,
through sanctified sorrow, yields the fragrant odours of grace.
May Inany join us in this ministration during the coming year.
A LADY at dinner was asked in a surprised tone if she believed the
Bible. She quietly replied: "Yes, you see I know the Author".
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BEHIND SINN FErN. By J. A. Kensit. Pp. 64. Price 1/-,
post free 1/3. (Protestallt Tnlth Society, 3 & 4, St. Paul's
C'hurchyard, London, E.CA).
This is a splendid shillingsworth. Mr. Kensit proves his point up
to the hilt. The volume is ably written and well illustrated. The
facts produced a,e indeed startling, and should open the eyes of those
who are bliuded to the true cause of Ireland's troubles. Every man
and woman in the United Kingdom should get, and read this book.
- - -----BEAUTY FOR ASHES. By WILLIAM WILEMAN. Pp. 128. Price 3/6
(postage 4d.). (Clement Wileman, 27, Sydney Grove, Hendon,
N.W.)
The sub-title of this volume is, "A Grateful Retrospect of the
Pilgrim Path". It consists of a series of articles on spiritual topics in
which the author interweaves much of his own experience and many
incidents in his' long life. Some of his friends on reading it will
probably feel a longing for a full and complete autobiography of the
well-known and much-esteemed author. .The articles abound with
helpful spiritual teaching in full accordance with the great doctrines
of grace. Some of the author's excellent poems are also included in
this volume.•
RO~IE

THE TRUE CHURCH m' GOD. By the late JOSEPH IRONS, of Grove
Chapel, Camberwell. Pp. 48. Seventh Edition. Price Gd.
(Rev. Henry Atherton, The Parsonage, 100-102, Camber"Well
Grove, London, S.E. 5.)
This palnphlet appeal"S to have been originally written for the benefit
of the members of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, famous for the ministry
of Joseph Irons. Its teaching, however, on the subject of the truc
Chmch is suitable for all Christians. We have read it with much
pleasure. It is a clear', full, definite, and Scriptural exposition of that
true Church of God which He purchased with His own blood. The
closing' pastoral admonitions' are also excellent and very valuable.

--

----

We have also received:"EVERY ONE OF THE LOST F_BVLY OF GOD SAVED." By the late
REV. WILLIAM PARKS, B.A. Pp. 16. Price 3d. (Sovereign Grace
Union. Rev. Henry Athertoll, The Parsonage, 100-102, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E. 5.)
" WE believe that those whom the Father hath chosen, whom the
Son hath redeemed, and whom the Holy Spirit sanctifies, shall
assuredly obtain everlasting life."-Joseph Iron.-.

