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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
TWELVE months ago we placed before our readers, on
behalf of our Co.Trustees, a frank statement of our financial position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost
of printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for enabling them
to meet all their obligations for the year 1920, and they
warmly thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their
liberal response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need is
no less urgent than it was twelve months ago. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can it
continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the great
doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees, therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping God still
to dispose the hearts of His scattered people to supply
them with the necessary funds to carry on this important
work. They would also urge our readers to use all their
influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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.. Who comIoreth us in all our tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4..

THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE.
" Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praise Thy glo·rious
name."-1 CHRON. xxix. 13.

WHEN this number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is published (D.V.)
the new year will be about to dawn. The year 1921 will have
passed away and we shall be standing at the threshold of the year
1922. Many thoughts will crowd upon us as we review the past
and look forward to the future. Chief among these there will be
thoughts of thanksgiving and praise. GOD'S children have always
reason to thank their GOD, and to praise His glorious Name.
Doubtless during the past year our Christian readers have had
many trials. Their faith has been tested, it may be, by sickness
in the home, by shortage of funds to meet the many heavy expenses
of a family, by the domestic servant difficulty, by business losses,
by unemployment, by the disturbed condition of the world, and
by apostasy in the professing Church. Sometimes trials have
accumulated and come all at once, so that there has been a temptation to despair. Yet notwithstanding the many ups and downs of
the year, mercies have abounded. Will not every reader bear
testimony to this'1 Though the afflictions and trials have been
many, the deliverances and the mercies have also been many.
We are therefore still warranted to say as we review the past,
" Now therefore, our GOD, we thank Thee, and praise Thy glorious
Name."
The occasion when David used these words was a memorable
one. He had gathered the chief men of his kingdom together.
He had told them how GOD had called him to the throne, how He
had chosen Solomon to be his successor, and of the preparations
he himself had made for the building of the house of the LORD.
Then he gave them the opportuuity of willingly offering for the
same purpose. The response was great, and David'~ heart was
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filled with thankfulness. "Wherefore David blessed the LORD
before all the congregation: and David said, Blessed be Thou,
LORD GOD of Israel our Father, for ever and ever. . . . Now therefore, our GOD, we thank Thee, and praise Thy glorious Name."
What reason, too, have the scattered members of GOD'S family
who read these lines to thank Him and to praise His glorious name.
It is a joy and a privilege to us to minister to such in the pages
of this Magazine. Not only all over the homeland, but in .many
distant parts of the earth our readers are found. We wish them
all a very HAPPY NEW YEAR. We pray that all of them, young
and old, invalids, and those who are blessed with health, may
experience many tokens of the LORD'S lovingkindness and tender
mercy in the new year. But we desire to stimulate them to begin
the year with thanksgiving and praise.
1. First, then, dear Ohristian readers, notice that we have reason
to thank our God for His choosing mercies.
This is doubtless what David did. He says, "The LORD GOD of
Israel chose me before all the house of my father to be king over
Israel for ever: for He hath chosen J udah to be the ruler; and of
the house of Judah, the house of my father; and among the sons
of my father He liked me to make me king over all Israel: and of
all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) He hath
chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of
the LORD over Israel. And He said unto me, Solomon thy son,
He shall build My house and My courts: for I have chosen him to
be My son, and I will be his Father" (1 Chron. xxviii. 4-6).
GOD'S choosing mercies were thus seen in the choice of Judah
from amongst the twelve tribes, in the choice of the house of J esse
from amongst the families of J udah, in the choice of David from
amongst Jesse's sons, and in the choice of Solomon from amongst
David's sons. All this was irrespective of human merit. GOD
selected one in preference to another because He was pleased to do
so. David must have felt humbled and also filled with gratitude
as he recalled GOD'S grace in selecting him to be king over His
people. And hath not GOD chosen you, dear Christian readers, to
be His people? Hath He not made you to be rich in faith and
heirs of the kingdom ~ He hath loved you with an everlasting
love notwithstanding all your sins. He hath chosen you in CHRIST
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before the foundation of the world that you should be holy and
without blame before Him in love. He hath predestinated you
unto "the adoption of children by JESUS CHRIST to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the
glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 4-6). It was when the apostle Paul
recalled GOD'S choosing mercies that he wrote to the saints at
Thessalonica, "We are bound to give thanks alway to GOD for you,
brethren beloved of the LORD, because GOD hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the SPIRIT and
belief of the truth: whereunto He called you by our gospel, to the
obtaining of the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST." (2 Thess. ii. 13,
14). Have you been sanctified and regenerated by the SPIRIT ,1
Has GOD effectually called you by the Gospel out of darkness into
His marvellous light 1 Do you believe the truth-the whole body
of Gospel truth-revealed in the inspired Word 1 If so, you are
amongst the pilgrims of Zion and the chosen of GOD, You have
tasted of His marvellous grace and His unmerited favour. GOD
in mercy hath chosen you to eternal salvation. You are bound
therefore to give thanks alway to GOD for these unspeakable
mercies. Forget not to praise His glorious name for graciously
Immbering you amongst the elect people of GOD, redeeming you
by the precious blood of His dear SON and sanctifying you by the
operations of His SPIRIT.
2. Secondly, we have reason to thank our God for His prospering
merc'loeS.
David and others had greatly prospered, else they could not have
given so liberally for the building of the temple. But whence came
their wealth and their power to give 1 David answers these
questions. He says, "Both riches and honour come of Thee."
" All things come of Thee, and of Thine Own have we given Thee"
(1 Chron. xxix. 12, 14). Some of our readers may be wealthy, but
who gave them power to get wealth ,1 Rich men need to beware
of saying, "My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten
me this wealth." " When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou
shalt bless the LORD thy GoD for the good land which He hath
given thee" (Deut. viii. 10, 17, 18).
Others of our readers have all their needs supplied. GOD has
prospered them and smiled upon them and not forsaken them.
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To all, the words may be said, "Who maketh thee to differ from
another ~ And what hast thou that thou didst not receive ~ "
(1 Cor. iv. 7). Thus the LORD'S prospering hand hath been more
or less upon us all. The past year has been full of temporal mercies.
Not one thing hath failed of all that He hath promised. He hath
been faithful to each believing reader. Let us therefore say with
David, "Now therefore, our GOD, we thank Thee, and praise Thy
glorious name." Let us remember with the apostle that "ill Him,
and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to Whom be glory
for ever" (Rom. xi. 36).
3. Thirdly, we have reason to thank Him tor His strengthening
merc~es.

David said, " In Thine hand is power and might; and in Thine
hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all." We have
needed His strength. We have needed daily strength, spiritual,
mental, and physical strength, strength in temptation, strength in
difficulties, strength to face multiplied demands on our time,
strength for domestic and business duties, and strength to labour
in His vineyard and to glorify His Name. We have specially
needed strength in times of weakness and trial. But as we look
back, are we not able to bear testimony to His strengthening
mercies ~ He has been our Refuge and Strength. He hath given
power to the faint and to them that had no might He increased
strength. Those who waited on Him renewed their strength.
They became strong in the LORD and in the power of His might.
Strengthening and sustaining mercies have been our portion. As
our days, so has our strength been. " Therefore, our GoD, we thank
Thee, and praise Thy glorious Name."
4. Fourthly, we need to thank Him tor undeserved mercies.
We are influenced by the context in the various thoughts which
we are suggesting to our readers, and we therefore now would
emphasize the undeserved character of all our mercies. For our·
selves, we often feel humbled to the dust when some signal mercy
is bestowed upon us. There are times when everything looks dark
and our case seems hopeless. Then the LORD has arisen and mani·
fested His mercy. Maybe a series of mercies have been bestowed,
and we have felt humbled as we realized how unworthy we were
of these tokens of His lovingkindness. It was thus that David
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felt on the occasion before us. He said, "But Who am I, and
what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly
after this sort ~ for all things come of Thee, and of Thine Own have
we given Thee . . .
LORD our GOD, all this store that we have
prepared to build Thee an house for Thine holy name cometh of
Thine hand, and is all Thine Own" (1 Chron. xxix. 14, 16). It
was no credit to David nor to his people, therefore, that they had
offered so willingly and lavishly of their gifts for the building of
the temple. The power to do so was of GOD. Whatever they
possessed had been gratuitously given to them. Their ability to
give was of GOD. They had no merit of their own. All the mercies
which they enjoyed were wholly of Divine grace, lUlmerited and
undeserved. Must not each of us also say, dear Christian readers,
" Who am I that I should be numbered amongst the LORD'S family ~
Who am I that I should have been redeemed with the precious
blood of His dear SON ~ Who am I that I should have been called
by His grace, quickened and regenerated by His SPIRIT? Who
am I that I should be a son or daughter of the LORD AL~lIGHTY ~
Who am I that I should be an heir of glory ~ Who am I that I
should continually experience the guiding, providing, comforting,
and strengthening mercies of the FATHER of mercies and the GOD of
all comfort ~" Truly, with the patriarch Jacob, I must say, "I
am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth,
which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant" (Gen. xxxii. 10). We
have not the smallest ground for boasting. No flesh must glory
in His Presence. By the grace of GOD we are what we are. Every
power of body, mind, and soul, and every talent we possess are of
Him. For the boundless mercies which we have experienced,
bestowed upon us by the free, unmerited grace of GOD, we would
say, "Now therefore, our GOD, we thank Thee, and praise Thy
glorious name."
We may also thank Him for future mercies. His mercies are
not exhausted. The bov-nties He has bestowed in the past years
have not emptied His treasure house. Inexhaustible supplies
are still stored up to be dispensed as our need arises. His
mercy is "from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear
Him." His goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of
our lives.
.. -.-
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"This GOD is the GOD we adore,
Our faithful, lillchangeable FRIEND;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
'Tis JESUS the first and the last,
Whose SPIRIT shall guide us safe home.
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."

(Hart.)

In conclusion, we would ask our readers to remember in frequent
prayer the interests of this, the oldest religious Magazine. Established in 1766 it still keeps on its way, through Divine mercy. Let
us pray that its testimony may ever be according to His mind,
that its Trustees and Contributors may be increasingly endued
with the power and teaching of His SPIRIT, that its circulation may
go on increasing, that its influence for good may be multiplied,
that all its financial needs may be supplied, that all its readers
may be compassed about with mercy, and that our Covenant GOD
may be glorified by its means.
"Eternal are Thy mercies, LORD;
Etemal truth attends Thy word:
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore,
Till StillS shall rise and set no more! "
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Nor/alk.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE angels that have ever God in their face and in their thoughts,
have Him also in their mouths: "The Lord be with thee." But this
which appeared unto Gideon was the Angel of the Covenant, the Lord
of angels. While He was with Gideon, He might well say, "The
Lord is with thee." He that sent the Comforter was also the true
Comforter of His Church. He well knew how to lay a sure ground
of consolation, and that the only remedy of sorrow and beginning of
true joy is, "The presence of God." The grief of the Apostles for
the expected loss of their Master could never be cured by any receipt
but this of the same angel, " Behold, I am with you to the end of the
world." What is our glory but the fruition of God's presence 1 The
punishment of the damned is a separation from the beatifical face of
God; needs must therefore His absence in this life be a great torment
to a good heart; and no cross can be equivalent to this beginning
of heaven in the elect, "The Lord be with thee."-Bishop Hall.
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OMINOUS SIGNS.
" Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith."-l TIM. iv. l.
THE opening of a New Year is a suitable time for reviewing the past
and for taking note of present.day tendencies. There can be no
doubt that great changes are taking place in the professing Church.
Rationalistic, Sacerdotal, Latitudinarian, and worldly principles
have gained a firm foothold, and the old truths are regarded as
old-fashioned and out of date. We live in a new age, it is said,
and we cannot be bound by the principles which satisfied those
who lived in the first centuries. The courage of our martyred
Ref0l1llers in the sixteenth century excite~ our admiration, but
new light and new discoveries prevent us from interpreting the
Bible as they did. We admire the great Evangelical leaders of
the eighteenth century, and we recognize the splendid work which
they accomplished. Their teachings were doubtless suitable for
the age in which they lived, but re-statements of truth are needed
for the twentieth century. In the view of modern thinkers the
Holy Spirit teaches men in every age apart from the Bible, and
the truths which He now teaches· are not precisely the same as
those He taught in past ages. The old view of the Bible must
therefore go. It is no longer to be regarded as our only rule of
faith and practice. Plain texts of Scripture are no longer to be
received as settling once and for ever disputed points of doctrine.
The saddest feature of the changes which are taking place is the
departure of professed Evangelicals from the old paths. Large
numbers of these Neo-Evangelicals now occupy prominent
positions in the Church of England. Many Evangelical trustees
of livings choose the new Evangelicals rather than the old for
the many important livings in their gift. These men doIJIiIlate
the situation in Evangelical circles and in many Evangelical
societies, and the efforts of the few stalwarts that remain to
prevent apostasy from the old paths are becoming increasingly
hopeless. Many people view these changes with equanimity.
They rejoice that the old landmarks are being removed,
that men of all parties are coming together and co·operating
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more in what is called "Church work." There is a greater
readiness for union among those who previously have denounced each others' principles. In fact there is a great hope
that sooner or later all the different Churches and denominations
which go to make up Christendom will be united in one great,
huge, Catholic Church through whose united efforts the salvation
of the whole world will be brought about. For ourselves, we regard
all these changes and developments as sure signs of that apostasy
which the inspired Scriptures foretell as preceding the coming of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. "The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith."
" This know also, that in the last days perilous times shaU come."
" The time will come when they will not endure sound do!Jtrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having
itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables." "Let no man deceive you by any
means; for that day shall not come, except there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition"
(1 Tim. iv. 1; 2 Tim. iii. 1; iv. 3, 4; 2 Thess. ii. 3).
We propose to draw the attention of our readers to some of the
ominous signs of the growing apostasy from truth. The apostle
says to Timothy, "If thou put the brethren in remembrance of
these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ,
nourished up in the words of faith and good doctrine, whereunto
thou hast attained" (1 Tim. iv. 6). We need to be reminded of
the dangers to which we are exposed. "Warning every man" as
well as "teaching every man in all wisdom" was the practice of
the apostle Paul (Col. i. 28).
Without professing to be exhaus:ive we will therefore set down
a few ominous signs of apostasy from the faith which was once
for all delivered to the saints.
1. The first sign is the changed aUitude towards the Bible.
We cite a passage from the Archbishop of Canterbury's sermon
at the Church Congress held in Birmingham in October last. He
says, "Rather more than half a century ago the Colenso controversy was at its height. Turn to the literature which it evoked,
and we find some of the leading theologians of the day laying down
as, so to speak, de fide, the then accepted view about Biblical

•
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inspiration and the character and authorship of the 'Book of
Moses.' They were shocked by the terribleness of what they
deemed Dr. Colenso's heretical criticism, and with dogmatic
emphasis they spoke their mind. If it be said that these were
merely individual divines of over-scrupulous conservative orthodoxy, look at the official utterances. Read the report of the
weighty Committee of the Convocation of Canterbury presented
in May, 1863. It is not too much to say that the teaching about
Biblical Inspiration and Mosaic authorship which is there laid down
as almost axiomatic, would find no single supporter among the
accredited theologians of our Church to-day." (Italics are ours.) We
ask our readers to notice the closing part of this quotation which
we have put in italics. We turn to the Rev. J. Urquhart's Inspiration and Accuracy of the Holy Scripture, and we there re:td on page
15 these words (in reference evidently to the Committee of the
Convocation of Canterbury referred to above), "The Archbishops
and Bishops of the Church of England, in a united protest addressed
to Bishop Colenso, in 1863, said: 'All our hopes for eternity, the
very foundation of our faith, our nearest and dearest consolations,
are taken from us, if one line of that Sacred Book be declared unfaithful
or untrustworthy.' "
Thus in the year 1863 the Archbishops and Bishops of the Church
of England all believed in the plenary and verbal inspiration of
the whole Bible from Genesis to Revelation. To-day in the year
1921 (we write this in November of that year) according to the
testimony of the present Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Davidson),
" the teaching about Biblical Inspiration" held by the Archbishops
and Bishops of the Church of England in 1863 "would find no
single supporter anwng the accredited theologians of our Church to-day."
It is clear then that a remarkable change has taken place in regard
to the old view of Biblical Inspiration. The full inspiration of
the Bible is no longer held by the leading men in the Church of
England. It is rejected and repudiated, and what is true of the
Church of England is true of the leading men in most other
denominations. The Archbishop of Canterbury is not shocked at
this change. It does not disturb him. To us it is an ominous
sign of the serious departure from the faith which Scripture foretells
would characterize the last days. We believe that our Lord and
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His apostles taught that the whole of the Old Testament was
plenarily inspired. They appealed to it as infallible. They never
suggested a doubt as to its full historical accuracy and inerrancy.
This has been the faith of the professing Church until recent times.
That it is so no longer, on the part of its leading men, proves how
grievously they have departed from the faith. Many will say that
superior scholarship is the cause of this, and that they are right in
breaking away from the teaching formerly held. We say that no
modern scholarship can make untrue the teaching of the Son of
God as to the full inspiration of the Bible. If our Lord cannot be
relied upon in regard to His testimony to the inspiration of the
Scriptures, we cannot rely on any of His testimony. To us it is
daring presumption for modern thinkers to suggest that they know
more about the accuracy of the Scriptures than did our Lord
Himself. Many people hardly realize the lengths to which this
changed attitude towards the Bible would lead us. A few quotations from Peake's Commentary of the Bible, recently issued, might
open their eyes. According to that Commentary, "The Old
Testament . . . lacks nearly all the notes of authentic history;
myth and legend are related as though they were actual occurrences." " It is no longer possible to insist on the literal accuracy
of the Gospel narratives as regards the birth stories." The record
of our Lord's incarnation must therefore be given up. With regard
to our Lord's miracles, "suspicion and doubt of varying kinds
and degrees attach to many of them." We can no longer be sure
therefore that Jesus of Nazareth was" a Man approved of God by
miracles and wonders and signs which God did by Him" (Acts ii.
22). With regard to the Lord's Supper, the Commentary says
"it is doubtful if we ought to say that He ordained it." The
record of the institution of the Supper must therefore be doubtingly
received or definitely rejected. Speaking of our Lord Jesus Christ,
"in Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," this
Commentary daringly says, "He was One Who knew little, if
anything, of Greek philosophy or Roman Law, and nothing of the
vast accumulation of knowledge which has been garnered and
systematized since His day." These quotations, given in an article
on "Satan- and 'The Higher Criticism'" which occurs in The
Bible League Quarterly for July-September, 1921, are sufficient to
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show that if we follow the Higher Critics we shall be left without
a trustworthy Saviour and without a trustworthy Bible, and therefore without any sure and certain hope of everlasting life.
2. The second ominous sign is the changed attitude towards the
doctrines of the Bible.
lf men no longer regard the whole Bible as the inspired Word
of God, they can no longer be bound by its teachings about the
Fall, Redemption by the blood and righteousness of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and Regeneration by the sovereign work of the Holy
Ghost. They will no longer believe in God's electing and everlasting love, and they will repudiate the solemn teaching of Scripture
as to the eternal duration of the punishment of the ungodly. In
fact there is no security that any truth revealed in Scripture ,viii
be received. Once admit that the Bible is no longer to be regarded
as an inspired, infallible, inerrant, authoritative, Divine revelation,
froIn-which there can be no appeal, and the whole fabric of Christian
doctrine is in danger of crumbling to dust. Every Bible truth
which has been held dear in the past may be rejected if the one
Book on which it is based ceases to be authoritative. The very
Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ is now virtually rejected by
leading men in the Church. Even the secular press was startled
by the daring utterances on this great truth at the Modern Churchmen's Conference held at Cambridge this year. At that Conference
Dean Rashdall said, "The Divinity of Christ does not imply
omniscience, though the doctrine of the limitation of Christ's
knowledge has not yet sunk into the popular mind. There is no
more reason for supposing that Jesus of Nazareth knew more than
His contemporaries about the true scientific explanation of the
mental diseases which current belief attributed to diabolic
possession, than that He knew more about the authorship of the
Pentateuch or the Psalms. And . . . it is difficult to deny that
our Lord entertained some expectations about the future which
history has not verified. Personally I think it probable that all
the more definite statements about a ' coming again' and a supernatural judgment in the immediate future are due to the ideas of
the disciples rather than to Christ Himself."
These are daring utterances. According to them our Lord was
ignorant about the diseases which He cured and the Bible which
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He quoted. Nay, more, His prophecies about the future are untrue;
and the more definite statements about His coming again are due
to the ideas of His disciples and not to Christ Himself. Thus if
we follow the Dean of Carlisle we must cease to believe in an
Omniscient Saviour, we must believe that He has been guilty of
serious error, and we must no longer believe that He will come
again to receive His people unto Himself. We would remind our
readers of the words of the apostle Peter in his second Epistle,
the third chapter and the third verse. He says, "Knowing this.first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming? "
In our article on "Neo-Evangelicals and the Atonement," which
appeared in our issue for May, 1921, we showed that the old doctrine
of Christ being the holy Substitute of His people and bearing the
penalty of their sins on the cross, is now abandoned and rejected,
even by some who retain the name Evangelical. The utterances
of the Dean of St. Paul's (Dr. Inge) often give great pain to those
who hold to the old tl1lths. Yet he was one of the invited speakers
to the famous Evangelical Islington Clerical Meeting held in
January, 1921. Here is one· of Dr. Inge's utterances. He says,
" The resuscitation of the physical body of Christ raises very obvious
difficulties" (The English Churchman, Sept. 15, 1921, p. 442).
What is this but a denial of the resurrection of our Lord J esUB
Christ from the dead ~
3. The third ominous sign is the changed attitude towards the
Creeds and Confessions of Faith.
These ancient documents set forth in definite language the belief
of the Church as to the teachings of the Bible. If, however, the
Bible is no longer to be regarded as our only 11lle of faith and
practice, the Creeds and Confessions of the Church must be
modified to suit the changing character of the times. The question
is asked by the Editor of the Modern Churchman, "Will they (our
traditionalist fellow-Churchmen) concede to modern Churchmen the
right to modify the use of the Creeds, and to produce, if they will,
alternative Creeds for use in parishes ~" Such doctrines as the
Deity of Christ, His literal resurrection, and the Virgin Birth are
clearly taught in the Creeds. No wonder then that those who
deny these doctrines wish to provide alternative Creeds. But
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this changed attitude towards the Creeds is not confined to modern
Churchmen.
Canon Guy Rogers-a professed Evangelical-suggests a revision
of the Thirty-nine Articles. His article on The Problem of Doctrinal
Unity within the Church of England. (see Record, Sept. 22, 1921),
shows that he is desirous of so revising the Articles that Modernists,
High Churchmen, and Evangelicals can all honestly subscribe to
them. There can be no doubt that such a revision would remove
from the Articles many things which the old Evangelicals hold
dear, besides omitting everything which offends the susceptibilities
of the Romanizers in the Church of England.
The Bishop of Peterborough, another professed Evangelical, said
at his Diocesan Conference that" the time was drawing near when
the Church of England might well commit to some of her best
scholars and thinkers the weighty task of drawing up a new and
ordered statement of her faith. The Thirty-nine Articles were
not adequate, and that fact must be faced. Something was wanted
larger, deeper, more positive, less coloured by the controversies
of byegone days, more intelligible to the generations that were
coming" (The English Churchman, Nov. 17, 1921, p. 551).
4. The fourth ominous sign is the changed attitude towards
Romanism.
The Bishop of Birmingham, in his presidential address at the
Church Congress, held in October last, said, "You have to-day a
real confidence that even our most advanced men are not
Romanizers as they nsed to be called."
The Bishop of Truro (Dr. Guy Warman), a professed Evangelical,
said at the same Congress, "One of the happiest phenomena of
the present moment is that despite all our divergences and our
differences of ritual and practice, men of all schools of thought are
conspiring to make Christ the centre of all, and that the old controversies are beginning to die in a new enthusiasm of evangelism."
Our fathers were wrong, therefore, in speaking of and opposing
the Romeward movement in the Church of England, and we are
to regard it as a happy omen that faithful contention for the faith
once delivered to the saints is dying out.
5. A fifth ominous sign is the changed attitude of Missionary
Societies towards the full inspiration of the Scriptures.
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We can only note one fact. On June 11, 1920, the Bible League
held meetings in London in reference to the bearing of destructive
criticism of the Bible on missionary work. At these meetings an
important resolution was passed and subsequently sent to all the
great Foreign Missionary Societies of the United Kingdom. A
covering letter was sent with the resolution requesting the assurance
from these societies that they would not send out as missionaries
any who deny or doubt the full inspiration of the Bible. In October,
1921, the Bible League published a list of the Societies which have
given this assurance. A significant fact to be noted is that in
this list such important Evangelical missionary societies as the
Church Missionary Society, the Baptist Missionary Society, and the
London Missionary Society do not appear.
Looseness of doctrine is thus exercising a baneful influence on
many of our Evangelical societies, and there is abundant reason
to believe that many of the missionaries now being sent out to
China and other heathen countries are infected with Modernistic
and Higher Critical views of the Bible and of the doctrines which
it contains.
It is clear from these and other signs that the predicted apostasy
from the faith is deepening and extending, This is, however,
what the inspired Word teaches us to expect. Beyond the apostasy,
however, is the blessed hope of the Lord's return to welcome His
redeemed people unto Himself. In view of that blessed hope let
all who value the old truths rally together in their defence. Let
us give ourselves increasingly to the study of the sure Word of
prophecy whereunto we do well that we take heed in our hearts,
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn
and the day star arise, Let us stand fast in the faith which was
once for all delivered to the saints. Let our testimony to Gospel
truth be increasingly clear, faithful, and constant. In fine, ",Let
us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works;
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as
ye see the day approaching.", "The night is far spent, the day
is at hand" (Heb. x. 24, 25; Rom, xiii, 12).
Whitington Vicarage,
Etoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas Houghton).
2
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WELLSPRINGS.

" But now in Chr'ist Jesus, ye who sometimes were tar off are made
nigh by the blood at Christ. "-EPH. ii. 13.
THE apostle is presenting in this snblime chapter, in striking contrast,
our spiritual death" in trespasses and sins," and oUT spiritual life in
Christ Jesus; our former walk" according to the course of this world,"
and the quickening, renewing, anctifying work of the Holy Spirit
upon these vessels of mercy, in which God, in the riches of His grace
and mercy, displays the wonders of eternal redemption. The apostle
reminds these Ephesian believers how they were "dead in trespasses
and sins"; how they at that time" walked according to the course of
this world," etc.; how they had their "conversation in the lusts of
the flesh; fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind," and how
they" were by nature children of wrath, even as others." Then the
note changes. "But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great 'love
wherewith He lov.ed us ;" "Loved" not "for my desert," as dear
Toplady sang, for" I merited His hate; nor shall that love a period'
know, which never knew a date." And so as in the words of our te:\.-t
which head this paper, this little, yet all-important conjunction" but"
sets forth the vast and mighty change which alone can be wrought
out by Divinity. "But now." There is a time decreed; a momen~ in the settlements of heaven from all eternity when this and that
blood-marked sinner shall be fetched out of the world of Satan's domain
(for the whole world lieth in the wicked One) and gathered into the
Shepherd's fold.
There is a time foreseen and forearranged by a Triune J ehovah,
and the decree is sent forth in glorious shalls and wills of His power.
That time "appointed" "rolls on apace, not to propose but call by
grace, to change the heart, renew the will, and turn the feet to Zion's
hill," as Kent sang. Oh! when we consider, and as it well becomes
us to consider, that we were "sometimes afar off," as far as sheep
can run away, loving the ways of sin; blindly and madly rushing ou
to hell; "at peace with hell, with God at war"; slaves of Satan and
following the prince of this world; proudly stopping our ears and
saying in the pride of our heart, "We will not have this Man to reign
over us ;" that we differ nothing in the sight of the Holy God from
the vilest sinner, the blackest sheep ever ransomed by the precious
blood; how should it humble us and lead us to sing to the praise of the
glory of His grace, Who hath saved us by His matchless grace and
according to His rich and abundant mercy.
Once" far off," and now" made nigh." Far off by sin aud our
fallen natures, "made nigh" by the precious blood of Christ. That
time is for ever past when we were without strength: without God
and without hope in the world. The Holy Spirit has breathed upon
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the slain; the love of God has passed by them and declared with
divinely potential, irresistible command, "Live"; among the dry
bones have been a noise, a shaking and a coming together; breath
has entered into them and they have lived and stood up upon their
feet. This is the kingly and mighty work of their Sovereign, the God
Who made them and Who decrees them for Himself that they shall
be to "the praise of the glory of His grace." No longer" afar off,"
they are brought nigh; and they know no other choice and longing
than to be kept nigh and to be experimentally nearer and nearer in
the Person of God's dear Son, thus growing up into Him in all things.
"Made nigh by the blood of Christ." Five times is this expression
used in the Scriptures, and is it not to set forth the all-glorious truth
of that blood of the everlasting Covenant 1 As Man, Jesus suffered
and poured out His soul unto death, since Deity could not suffer.
As Christ, the Anointed One, He was the sworn Covenanter, Who
from all eternity had pledged Himself to the bond, and Who was ever
before His Father, "with Him, brought up by Him," until, in the
fulness of time, God sent forth that Son, called His Name Jesus, and
set Him forth as the Propitiation for the sins of His people, so that
He might bring nigh the far-off ones. Oh! beloved, these are great,
vast, high, and holy truths. They belong to Him Who hath saved
us and called us with an holy calling. May they convince uS of our
dignity and heavenly citizenship, and may the desire of our heart
be constantly and habitually, "What manner of persons ought we to
be in all holy conversation and godliness." Having been made nigh
at so tremendous a cost, may we be kept nigh and walk in newness of
life, worthy of our high calling.
We have many solemn and instructive lessons in Holy Scripture.
May we consider them to our profit and edification, as to our standing
judicially and experimentally.
When Moses was given that wondrous sight of the burning bush
and he spake to himself, "I will now turn aside, and see this great
sight, why the bush is not burnt," the Lord saw and called unto him
out of the midst of the bush, and said, "Moses, Moses." The call
was urgent. The reiteration of the name demanded instant attention;
and His servant was commanded to "draw not nigh hither; put off
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is
holy ground." He, as sinful man, must not approach the. Holy God
Who dwelleth in the light, and Whom no man hath at any time' seen.
He cannot draw near because of his sinnership and God's unsullied
holiness. "And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon
God." But the Lord's dear servant has since looked upon God, even
his own God, and 'been accepted in the Person and work of his blessed
Redeemer Whom the burning yet unconsumed bush was to typify.
Moses was the sinners' representative of the law which made nothing
perfect. He was far off and dead in trespasses and sins, but by the
bringing in of a better Covenant, and through the precious blood of
Calvary's Lamb, sinners once dead are called to draw near in newness
of life.
I

18

The Gospel Magazine

And then one thinks of another instance in the life of the prophet
Jonah. Oh! how far off did he get in faith when he sat down and
thought to die. Why was he there 1 One knows the history of that
dear but errant servant of God, who in direct disobedience to the Divine
command fled from His Presence, fled from proclaiming the Divine
message to Nineveh. Like Jonah, we all have to learn our lessons of
humbling, and to know what waves and billows and storms may be
sent over us ere we are brought to acknowledge that salvation is alone
of the Lord. Jonah, however, may flee to Tarshish, may be cast into
the sea, may be greatly humbled in multiple e:qleriences, but he and
all God's dear redeemed--1linful, foolish, wilful, and rebellious as they
are-will find that God's mercy still follows them and they are brought
back again with all Divine tenderness, compassion, and mercy to " love
their Father's house and wish no more to roam."
The Psalmist, too. Oh what lessons he learned in the school of
Divine discipline. What humblings! What constant warfare! What
grievous falls! Sometimes he cried out for standing room; at another
time he is slipping into deep mire; his bones wax old through his
roaring all the day long; his" moisture is turned into the drought
of summer," and he feels the Hand of his God "heavy upon him."
David, like us all, knew his sad times of darkness through sinful
departures of heart and practice. He knew what it was to have God's
face hidden from him, and to walk under a cloud. Sin made him
" afar off," and there is only one hope, one remedy, one way of return.
Blessed be our God, that the one door of hope is never closed to any
of His repentant, returning children. The one Remedy for sin is
God's only and approved Remedy, and Christ is that one Way for
every wandering one returning to the fold.
Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, had his dark days when to his prayers
the heavens were as brass. He was very low indeed, had little if any
apprehension of being brought and made nigh when he mourned in
his complaint. "Waters flowed over mine head; then I said I am
cut off. I called upon Thy Name, 0 Lord, out of the low dungeon."
But he proved it was not too Iowa dungeon but that the ear of God
could reach. He was not so effectually "cut off " but that One in
tenderest mercy and compassion could draw near and draw His dear
mourning servant near. "Thou drewest near in the day that I called
upon Thee: Thou saidst, Fear not."
It was the same experience, too, with Peter, the poor fallen disciple.
Oh, those tears of copious weeping, of deep contrition and repentant
sorrow! I am sure Peter felt, as each one of the Lord's dear children
have felt, there could not possibly be hope in His mercy for such a
vile wretch. But there was hope for Peter, and there is hope for
everyone of the blood·marked and blood·washed ones. They are
"much forgiven," and however they may have wandered, however
grievously they may have fallen and have forgotten that they were
purged from their old sins, yet there is forgiveness, a glorious passing
over of transgression, an ocean of mercy in which to wash and be clean.
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His people hear His marvellous wordB of love and forgiveness, "Neither
do I condemn thee; go and sin no more." Our posture as mourning
sinners will ever be that of the poor impotent man, diseased those long
thirty-eight years. We shall still be lying near the pool; and like
the poor sinful woman, waiting for His word, alone in His Presence,
we shall not seek His pardoning word nor His face in vain. There is
all the difference between a hardened sinner and a pardoned sinner.
One will, like Uzziah in his pride and wrath, be thrust out; the other
will say, " If I can but touch the hem of His garment I shall be made
whole." Or, like Esther, the penitent sinner will say, " So will I go
unto the king, which is not according to law, and if I perish, I perish."
And none ever perished at the feet of Jesus! Oh! His children cry
out from inwrought experience and need. In the lips of the suffering
Man of Sorrows they have a far deeper, a far more reaching cry to
heaven's throne: "Be not far from me, for trouble is near; for there
is none to help." Not a helper. Such is the strength of the Hebrew
rendering, and such it is that tells us how Jesus, our Divine Surety,
had no one to help Him, and even suffered the hiding of His Father's
face, and thus endured the hell which was deservedly our portion.
But like the Psalmist He says, "For 10, they that are far from Thee
shall perish. Thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from
Thee. But it is good for me to draw near to God. I have put my
trust in the Lord God that I may declare all Thy works." That is a
wise prayer. May the Holy Spirit write it largely in our hearts, and
may we daily cry unto our God, the Keeper of His saints, that He
" be not far from" us. May we seek much grace for the direction of
our conduct, that He may keep our feet for us; that He may keep
us from slipping and from backsliding, and that He may keep the door
of our lips. May we remember how it came to pass that the dear
disciple Peter" followed afar off " to Pilate's hall. May we consider
how the prodigal arrived in "a far country," and had his returning
steps, even when he was a great way off, seen by his forgiving, rejoicing
fatlier. And may we ever take the position of the publican, conscious
of our unworthiness and vileness and sinfulness, and be found standing
a great way off and 'smiting on our breasts until we hear the words
we long for. Jesus calls us to come near: "Come unto Me all ye that
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." May the allcompassionate great High Priest, Who m,arks the steps of His ignorant
and out-of-the-way ones, give us much grace to seek His keeping power.
May He arouse us from our lethargy, and stir us up from sinful sloth
and indifference. May He enable us to watch against all the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, lest the things that we have
heard and learned are allowed to slip from us. May we remember,
beloved, with watchful care what brings distance and coldness and
separation between God's children and their best and chiefest Friend.
It may come through cherishing unbelief; through a loose walk;
through slackness in waiting upon the means of grace; . through
neglect of the precious Word; through coldness and formality in
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prayer. These and many other sinful practices may bring us into a
bitter experience of mourning with the Shulamite "the mountains
of Bether," i.e., division, separation. If it be so with reader or writer
at this time, may the Shulamite's resolve be ours. "By night on my
bed I sought Him Whom my soulloveth." May we seek on, although
like her we mourn, "but I found Him not," and may we seek Him
until we do find Him, and can sing with joy, " I found Him Whom
my soul loveth: I held Him and would not let Him go until I had
brought Him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her
that conceived me."
,
The consideration of what it cost to bring God's children nigh who
were once "afar off" should tend to make us walk very humbly,
very prayerfully, very watchfully. May we seek grace to remember
at what a cost the liberty of sons and daughters of the Lord <?:od
Almighty was bought, and may we adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things, and walk in newness of life, unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good word and work. "A people near unto
Him."
R.

SermonS) anb Notes) of ,SermonS).
SOLOMON'S SONG, DISCOURSE Ill.
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SERMON PREACHED IN ST. DUNSTAN'S CHURCH, IN THE WEST,
LONDON, IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, BY THE
REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE, M.A.

,

" The upright love

Thee."-SONG OF SONGS

i. 40.

THE first-part of this verse has been already considered. The person
who speaks it, perceiving the form and comeliness of Christ, and finding a sweeter savour in His Name than in the most fragrant ointment
poured forth, was desirous of close union and spiritual fellowship
with Him. But being sensible of his own helplessness to come to
Christ, had therefore prayed he might be drawn, "Draw me, and we
will run after thee." The prayer was heard, and answered. Christ
drew the soul by the cords of love unto Himself, and as the following
words show, He brought it nigh, and gave it free access with confidence
through the faith that is in Him. He shed His love abroad in the
heart which drew it out in love to Him. The believer found himself
enriched with so many graces, and enjoyed such sweet communion
with Christ, that he rejoiced in Him always, and declared that nothing
but sin and ignorance could hinder men from seeing and admiring
the excellencies of Jesus Christ. If they were not in a fallen corrupt
state, they would certainly admire and love Him: for the upright
love Him.
If you were to ask the generality of men, who call themselves
Christians, whether they loved Christ ~ They would answer, What,
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do you think we do not love our Saviour ~ Most certainly we do,
for who can help loving Him ~ We are taught to pray to Him, and
to love Him from our very infancy, and we always have loved Him.
But if you enquire upon what account they love Christ ~ What
knowledge they have of Him and of His salvation, and what proof
they can give of their love to Him ~ They are then at a loss. They
can only tell you that their parents had them baptized, and brought
them up in the Church of England, and that they keep constant to
their church, and have done their duty as well as they could, they
never wronged anybody; no one is without faults, and they have
theirs. This is the religion of the greatest part of our people; but
how far short is this of the Scripture character of one that loves Christ!
A man may do all this, and much more, without one grain of love.
He may practise many duties in his natural fallen state from several
other motives than a sense of love to Christ, and a single eye to His
glory. These are the Christian motives to obedience, by which 'no
natural man can be influenced. The Holy Spirit must have convinced
him of his fallen state, must have raised him from it, must have opened
his eyes to see what Jesus has done for his salvation, and must have
shed abroad in his heart the love of God, before he can come up to the
Scripture character of them that love Christ: for· they are upright
who love Him.
That we may have a clear and full view of the doctrine in the text,
it will be proper to consider:First, What is the Scripture idea of the word upright.
Secondly, That man is not upright by nature.
Thirdly, That he must be made upright before he can love Christ.
Fourthly, That being made upright he will show his love to Christ
by walking in love; and in the
Last place, I will draw some practical inferences from the whole.
And may the Spirit of grace accompany and bless our meditations
upon these particulars: may He direct our hearts into the love of
Christ, and render what shall now be spoken upon it the means of
increasing it in all our souls. Under His guidance let us consider :First, What is the Scripture idea of uprightness.
The Hebrew word which is here translated upright, is in the plural
number. As a verb, it is rendered to make straight (Isa. xl. 3, 4) ;
" to direct in the way" (Isa. xlv. 13); "and to walk straight in it"
(as 1 Sam. vi. 12), " And the kine took the straight way to the way
of Bethshemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they went,
and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left." This is its
received sense in the lexicons; and from this idea the noun substantive
is used for a directory, whatever guides in the right way, and the
plural masculine denotes those persons who are in the right way,
and who walk straight in it, whom we properly term upright men,
alluding to their having been once in a fallen state, and having lost
the right way, but being now raised up they are brought into it
again and made upright.
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" Made· upright," say our moralists, how absurd is this expression!
What necessity is there for making us upright? Are we not so by
nature? Have not we all a moral rectitude? Have we not in
ourselves the rule of right, and obligations to follow it? We are
moral agents and upright, why then do you talk of making men what
they already are?
This is the language of modern reasoners, who would be wise above
what is written. "For the soul that 'is lifted up, saith God, is not
upright in him" (Hab. ii. 4). And yet the pride of their hearts loves
flattering compliments, be they ever so false, and they are fond of
bemg told of the dignity and rectitude of their nature, although these
are mere metaphysical chimeras. They are contrary to matter of
fact, and to every day's experience, and contrary to the express Word
of God, which proves that man is not upright by nature, as I am to
show under my second head.
The whole volume of revelation gives us this character of mankind,
" they have all sinned, and come short of the glory of God." And
what can be the dignity of a poor lost silmer, who has robbed God of
His glory? And where is the rectitude of fallen man, of whom" there
is none righteous, no not one?" The Scripture strikes at the very
root of our fancied diguity and rectitude, when it declares (Micah
vii. 2), "there is none upright among mlm," no not one is there m
the rectitude of nature, in which man was at first created; for" God
hath made man upright," saith another Scripture, "but they have
sought out many mventions," sinful as well as foolish, which prove
that they are not upright as they first came out of the hand of God.
And mdeed the Scripture speaks so much of the fall and corruption
of nature, as if it left man without any power or strength to recover
hilnself. The prophet Jeremiah prayiilg to God says (x. 23), "0
Lord, I know that the way of man is not m hilnself: it is not ill man
that walketh to direct his steps." To which agree the words of the
apostle (Rom. iii. 9, etc.), "We have before proved both Jews and
Gentiles, that they are all under sin: as it is written, there is none
righteous, no not one: there is none that understandeth, there is
none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way; " so
that there is no uprightness in any of them. Fallen man is gone out
of the right way, and he does not understand how to return mto it;
nay, he does not so much as seek after God, that he may be set right.
His desires and his affections are turned from God: they are set upon
sin, as our church expresses it m the nmth article, "Origmal sm is
the fault and corruption of the nature· of every man . . . whereby
man is very far gone from origmal righteousness, and is of his own
nature mclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always contrary to
the spirit." How can man under the guilt of original sm have any
moral rectitude ~ Can he· he .upright who is very far gone from
origmal righteousness? Can he be in the right way who is very far
gone out of it? And how can he be inclined to love Christ, who by
the fault and cOlTuption of his nature is always inclined'to evil?
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While there is no fear of God before his eye, how can there possibly
be any love of God in his heart ~ The love of Christ is absolutely
inconsistent with the blindness and depravity of fallen man, who is
in love with sin. Sin and Christ are as opposite as heaven and hell,
to which they lead. And as fallen men are inclined to sin, and love
it, the flesh lusting always contrary to the spirit, consequently while
they continue in this state they cannot love Christ; for none but
the upright, who are raised from their fallen state, love Him.
Men and brethren, examine these authorities. Do they appear to
you clear and decisive ~ Here are the express words of Scripture,
and the determinatiou of our church upon this very point, declaring
that man in his natural state is not upright. I would infer from
your presence here that you do believe this truth, and if you do, may
it be a practical belief. Act under the sense of it. As you are convinced that you are not upright by nature, certainly you will seek to
be made upright, and will therefore gladly follow me to the third
point I was to consider, viz., that you must be made upright before
you can love Christ.
There is no other method, but what the Gospel proposes. You would
not go to the law, and set about keeping it more carefully for the
future, in order to recover your rectitude! because the law allows of
no failing. Upon the first offence it puts you under the curse, and
condemns you. And as all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God, therefore by the works of the law shall no' flesh be justified
in His sight. The law is a ministration of condemnation; it -is useful •
to show sinners that they are not upright, but it can afford them no
hope, neither doth it offer them any remedy. It can only scourge
and wound the conscience with the sense of trausgression, and send
the guilty to the Gospel for the recovery of their uprightness. And
the Gospel discovers to them the rich plan of grace, the covenant
of the eternal Three, with the distinct offices of each person in the
<economy of man's recovery. The Father's justice requires and
receives, the Son's love pays, the Holy Spirit's grace applies, the
atonement. The application is in the hand of the Spirit Jehovah.
It is the work of His grace to apply to fallen man the benefits of the
atonement, and to unite him by saving faith to Jesus Christ, whereby
he is made upright.
The Scripture has laid down, and all the upright have experienced,
the method which the Holy Spirit pursues in bringing fallen man
into a state of uprightness. First He shows the sinner his guilt and
his danger, and lets him see that he is not upright. When the Holy
Ghost the Comforter is come, says our Lord, He will convince the
world of sin. When He comes to the natural man, He finds him secure
and unconcerned about the state of his soul or the pardou of his sins:
for the whole world lieth asleep, yea dead, in trespasses and sins,
until awakened and quickened by the power of God's Spirit. He that
can be heard even by the dead, calls, " Awake thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead, and Christ. shall give thee life." This awakens
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and alarms the conscience. The sinner is made sensible of his guilt
and condemnation, and convinced of his helplessness, and thus
humbled under the sense of his want of uprightness, he is enabled
to follow that Divine teaching, which is to convince him where his
wants may be supplied.
He hears the report of the Gospel, that all sinners who are sensible
of their wants may have them supplied out of the exceeding riches of
Christ's grace, Who has everything to give that they can stand in
need of. They may receive out of His fulness grace for grace. Are
they ignorant of the things of God 1 He is an all·wise Prophet to
enlighten their understandings. Are they under the pollution and
guilt of sin, and under the condemnation of the law 1 He is an all
meritorious Priest, Whose blood can cleanse them from the pollution
and guilt of sin, and by Whose righteousness sinners are freed from
the condemnation of the broken law, and stand accepted in the sight
of the holy God. Are they enslaved and in bondage to their spiritual
enemies 1 He is an almighty King, Who can subdue in them the
dominion of sin. When the awakened sinner hears these things out
of the Gospel, he assents to them as truths, and the Holy Spirit draws
his desires out after the experience of them. As he is made to feel
his wants, so doth he wish for a supply from Christ's fulness. He
pants with fervent desire and earnest breathings of soul, to know his
union with Jesus by faith, and would gladly receive Him in all His
offices, as a King to subdue sin in him, as well as a Prophet and a
Priest, to free him from the guilt and deliver him from the punishment
of sin. The Holy Spirit cherishes and strengthens these good desires,
and in his own good time he completes them, which is the third step
in the work of experience.
He convinces the awakened sinner of righteousness, by giving him
faith to believe that the righteousness of Christ is imputed unto him
for justification to life. The Scripture says expressly, that it is His
office to convince men of righteousness, and thereby to give them
peace in believing that God the Father is reconciled unto them through
the righteousness of His Son: "For being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1); and
when the mind is at peace with God upon account of its being justified
by faith, then it is made upright, and the evidence of justifying faith
is an upright walking. He that is in a justified state is upright, and
in consequence thereof he will in his life and conversation walk
uprightly. As he has received Christ Jesus the Lord, so he walks in
Him, and desires to live to the glory of his Divine Saviour. He would
have every thought, and word, and work, a testimony of his gratitude.
It is the prayer of his heart, that he may walk worthy of the Lord
unto all pleasing, and may show forth the praises of his God by being
fruitful in every good work; for "this is the love of God, that we
keep His commandments, and (to the upright who keep them out of
love) His co=andments are not grievous."
My beloved brethren, consider these things, and weigh them atten·
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tively. Have you been made to see the exceeding sinfulness of sin 1
That it has robbed you of your innocence and uprightness 1 That
you are thereby exposed to the condemnation of the law, and to
the wrath of infinite justice 1 Have you fled for refuge to Jesus 1
Do you perceive that He is the end of the law for righteousness unto
you 1 And therefore knowing yourself upright in him, can you say,
Christ is precious; He hath made me upright, therefore I love Him;
it is the grief of my soul to offend Him; it is the greatest joy and delight
of my heart to live and walk so as to please Him 1 If you are as yet
strangers to this happy knowledge, deceive yourselves no longer, do
not think you have a sincere love to Christ: for you know not the
power of Christ's love to you. But if you have been thoroughly
humbled, and convinced of your lost helpless state, and have received
Christ and His righteousness with love, joy, and peace, then, being
made upright, it is incumbent upon you to walk uprightly. It is
your bounden duty to have a heart full of gratitude to God; and it
is your privilege and happiness to be able to express your gratitude
in your life and conversation. In them let it appear that you love
Christ. Let the world see it in your Christian walking, and give them
continual occasion to glorify God on your account. And this brings
me to the fourth particular I was to· consider, namely, that being
made upright, you will show your love to Christ by walking in love.
When love is in the heart, it will appear outwardly. It will have
its proper works. It will manifest itself, like light, and spread abroad
its sweet influence. Light cannot propagate darkness, nor can the
love of Christ produce hatred to His will: it is the doctrine of one
apostle to his Colossians, chap. ii. 6: "As you have therefore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." And of another apostle:
.. If any man saith he abideth in Christ, he ought himself also to walk,
even as Christ walked" (1 John ii. 6). He is to prove that he abideth
in Christ by following Christ's example, and by walking in His steps; for
as Christ has made Him upright, He will enable him to walk uprightly,
because his outward walking is to bring glory to God, and good to
mankind.. The love of Christ in the heart is that practical love which
the apostle says is the fulfilling of the law: for it operates in the love
of God and in the love of our neighbour, and on these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
The upright man has a lively sense of God the Father's being
reconciled to him.in Christ. Without this he could not love God;
for a sinner, conscious of his having offended God, and broken His
holy law, can never be brought to love God until he be convinced
that God loves him. He may as soon love pain and torments, as love
an offended God, whose almighty justice is to get itself glory by
his destruction; but when he is persuaded that God is reconciled to
him, then he has with joy and delight received the word of reconciliation; for" we love Him," not abstractedly, or metaphysically, but
experimentally, "because He first loved us." And when the Holy
Spirit sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts, and reveals to them
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God's first loving us, then we see God in a new light. We look u'pon
Him as our reconciled Father, and in this character He appears altogether amiable and lovely. Having tasted how good and gracious
He is, we desire from our hearts to please Him, and this desire will
certainly operate in the two great commandments, the love of God
and the love of our neighbour.
(To be continued.)
THREE "FORTY YEARS."

" We must through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom 0/ God."ACTS xiv. 22.
" These are they which came out 0/ great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood 0/ the Lamb."-REv.
vii. 14.
IT is instructive and helpful to take a survey of the three books of
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, and compare these, the last of the
historical books of the Old Testament, with two similar periods of time.
May God the Spirit make the study profitable.
Looking carefully into the years of work covered in those books,
we find that they comprehend about forty years of activity. We
have little Scripture history of the last five or six hundred years before
Christ. None apart from these. The prophets also are silent for
nearly four hundred years.
The actual work of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther took in all about
forty years to carry out. Ezra began his in 536 and went on till 515
(end of chap. v.), and chaps. vi. to ix. record another year, i.e., about
twenty-two years. Nehemiah commenced in 446 and completed in
434, i.e., about twe ve years (see chap. v. 14 and xiii. 6). Esther's
work started in 515 (chap. ii. 15) and was accomplished in 509 (end of
chap. ix.). i.e., about six years. The three totals, as nearly as can be
estimated, of history about work and influence are approximately"forty
years. Therefore, roughly speaking, they are the same length of time
that the Israelites wandered in the wilderness. The latter corresponds
with and illustrates the Christian's earthly life.
What might be written large over two of these three periods 1 i.e.,
the efforts of those "three worthies" and the wanderings of the
children of Israel 1 Trial, testing, difficulty, and final blessing. In
each case the Lord guided and upheld to the end. Much the same
may be said of the Christian's course. Israel's travels in the wilderness
were a prolonged struggle and trial. Some thousand years later it
was still the same. Ezra struggled for the rebuilding of the temple
and the restoration of true spiritual worship. Nehemiah struggled for
the repair of the walls of Jerusalem and the re-establishment of the
law, honour, and morality. And Esther struggled for the sparing and
safety of the Jews. The" three had much to discourage, much to
encounter of malice, opposition, and danger. Yet all were successful
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in their enterprise. It was practically only one in each case who
was the leader and mover. One life that told on hundreds and left
the world in a different state because that life had been lived. What
is my life 1 one asks in the light of these great things! Verily they
give us Some speaking lessons and some heart-searching questions.
May the Spirit increase our activities individually for the extension
of the Kingdom of God.
For to-day it is the same with us. Not only the wilderness wanderings, but also these three lives, are spiritually typical of our life journey.
It will always be a struggle to retain and to maintain truly Godpleasing worship. There will ever be those to contend with who are
trying to destroy and remove the walls and bulwarks of the Church
of God, the spiritual Jerusalem. The world will ever be creeping
into the Church, the Church will ever be extending her hand to the
world. And we must help the Jews, although, to the close of this
dispensation, enemies will seek to discourage and disinherit them.
But the close of both periods-the forty years of wandering in the
wilderness, and the forty years of working in the vineyard-saw
victory. In the first case the Israelites were ready to enter Canaan ;
and in the second case the Lord's work was advanced and prosperous.
It will be so with us. The death of Christ has made sure the final
victory of every child of God. Opposition and delay are not
necessarily hindrances-albeit they often appear so-either in our
spiritual conflicts, or in personal efforts for the Lord's glory. In fact,
as in the time of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, opposition, instead of
being an impediment to hinder, is ofttimes an impetus to further a
cause.
Pra;j'er, and dependence on the Lord, both have a prominent place
in Ezra and Nehemiah. Not so in Esther. Jehovah's unselfish love
is marvellously displayed in the omission of His own Name throughout
the book. His honour is at stake in the fate of His chosen nation.
Therefore it is the Jews-His people, not Himself-that are put forward and kept foremost. He keeps Himself absolutely out of sight,
He obliterates Himself. So the Lord Jesus Christ obliterated Himself as it were, and loved not His life unto the death for our salvation.
His love for us was greater than His love for Himself. He took the
lowest place on earth, death by crucifixion, that we may take the
highest, a place in Heaven. He humbled Himself for us. So God
the Father worked unseen, unnamed, in the defence of the Jews
against Haman.
Again, work characterizes the history of Ezra and Nehemiah. Not
so that of Esther. We hear little of her work in one sense. But her
influence as a woman had bespoken her at or before she made her
important request. To-day it is the same. Some are chosen to much
work, some apparently to very little. Difficult and arduous work
is given to a few; to others it seems as if they can only use their
influence. Ah! the life of Esther had done as much as was needful
ere her petition was asked! It may be that you feel yourself idle,
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dear reader; that is, you are well nigh entirely engaged in mundane
affairs, or laid up by illness. The Lord can still use you, so be comforted. He chooses our callings and duties in life. To serve patiently
and perseveringly where He ordains, will glorify Him as surely as the
faithful work of those who are appointed to do great things. For we
all have some way whereby we may serve during our wilderness journey.
There maybe breaks aud times Gf less straiu, as the Israelites aud the
other three found, but service is sure while we live. Then conflict,
warfare, and discipline still form much of our life.· All that happened
to Israel literally, and all that they did, are spiritually typical. We
shall be as naughty as they were, and the Lord will be as good. He
saved them and He will save us. The natural heart is still as prone
to depart from God. Your heart and mine, beloved fellow sinner,
are ever as sinful in their propensities as their hearts were. But both
they and those three Jewish workers had a Guide, Comforter, Defender,
and Deliverer. So have we. "The Lord hath laid on (Christ) the
iniquity of" all who turn to Him in faith. Heavenly love is Almighty.
Our God is as able to undertake for us to-day as He was for them in
the past. Obedience was the first command to Israel-to follow or
halt immediately, according to the cloud. We must be ready to do
likewise. If we are absolutely watching our Lord's guidance as to
service, we shall never be short of service of some sort. Lowly and
small it may be, but if He appointed, it is well worth doing. Affliction
and tribulation are also part of our daily wilderness walk. But the
Lord permits and tempers all trials that touch His children. He
does more !-He determines their length and terminates them duly.
Hence the child of God may always trust because He is always safe.
"Mauy are the afflictions of the righteous, Imt the Lord delivereth
him out of them all." "In the world ye shall have tribulation; but
be of good cheer: I have overcome the world."
New Eltham, S.E.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
dost Thou not care ~ " (St. Luke x. 40). How ready is our
weakness, upon every slight discontentment, to quarrel with our best
friend, yea, with our good God! and the more we are put to it, to think
ourselves the more neglected and to challenge God for our neglect!
Do we groan on the bed of our sickness, and, languishing in pain, complain of long hours and weary sides ~ Straight we think, Lord, dost
Thou not care that we suffer ~ Doth God's poor Church go to wreck,
while the ploughers, ploughing on her back, make long furrows ~
" Lord, dost Thou not care ~" But know, 0 thou feeble and distrustful soul, the more thou dost, the more thou sufferest, the more thou
art cared for; neither is God ever so tender over His Church as when
it is most exercised. Every pang, and stitch and gird is first felt of
Him that sends it. 0 God, Thou knowest our works, and our labour,
and our patience; we may be ignorant and diffident, Thou canst not
but be gracious.-Bishop Hall.
"LORD,
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"PLAY SKILFULLY."
Ps. xxxiii. 3.
THIS seems a strange New Year's message. The words seem strange
to me, yet in waiting upon the Lord for some time for direct words
from Himself for my dear readers, these words," Play skilfully," have
reverberated again and again with a persistency that cannot be resisted.
So humbly depending upon the Holy Spirit to open to me His mind
concerning them, I go on in His strength and direction which never
fail the seeking believer.
.
First let me wish one and all very cordially a truly Happy New Year
in the best sense of the word "happy," a year of joy in the Lord,
rejoicing in His love and blessing always. And as regards temporal
matters, if you and I are resting on Him only, walking with Him closely,
waiting upon Him prayerfully, communing with Him continually,
delighting in Him with all our hearts, trusting in Him fnlly, we shall
have" God's best," as some one has expressed it, for time and eternity.
We shall have abundance of rejoicing all this coming year 1922, whether
here or " caught up " to be with Him up there.
"Play skilfully." This word" play" does not .refer to amusement or the drama but to performance in music, and the motive power
praise. Read the context: "Praise the Lord with harp; sing unto
Him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. Sing unto
Him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise." It has been
suggested that the ten strings referred to the fingers and thumbs.
If so, then action with the hands is implied as well as voice, deeds as
well as words. In the Prayer Book version we read, "Sing unto the
Lord a new song, sing praises unto Him lustily with a good courage."
But the Revised Version and others retain the same expression as the
Authorized Version, "Play skilfully with a loud noise."
" Play skilfully." The word "skill" means familiar knowledge
united with dexterity in the practice of it, understanding. It comes
from a Scandinavian word meaning discernment. Does not the
expression "familiar knowledge "appeal to our hearts 1 We must
be brought into saving knowledge of our dear Redeemer ere we sing
the new song, then, and then only, can we "play skilfully." For the
Father looks upon us with acceptauce only in His beloved Son in
Whom He is well pleased. In Christ we are a sweet smelling savour ;
out of Him an abomination. In 'Christ the voice is sweet to Him
with its accompaniment of skilful play on the "well-tuned harp."
Out of Christ it is a mockery. Ab! dear reader, play with" familiar
knowledge united with dexterity in the practice of it." Familiar
knowledge-the expression is delightful. "That I may knaw Him,"
St. Paul's aim. "That they might know Thee, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent," the Saviour's prevailing
prayer. You know St. Paul's description of "the servant of the
Lord" (2 Tim. ii. 24), " Apt to teach." He must also be apt to praise,
not only with voice, but skilful hands. There are several allusions
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to skill in music in the sacred Word of God (1 Chron. xv. 22, and in
2 Chron. xxxiv. 12). The Lord loves all praise. He loves praise
" with a loud voice," not secretly, not in a corner where few can hear
or see, but let all around know of "the dear Saviour I have found."
" Sing praises lustily unto Him." The word" lustily" is from an
Anglo·Saxon word meaning" with pleasure." And certainly music
must needs be skilful to be pleasant, pleasant in effect to all around,
pleasant to ourselves, and above all pleasant to the Lord. Here as
in all else Christ is the one focus. The Lord is well pleased for His
righteousness sake. Oh! for grace to "play skilfully" to His praise,
to be radiant with His imparted beauty, and to be harmonious with
His music.
SkilfuIly.-There are such persons as bungling believers who somehow
seem to "rub the wrong way." They are not skilful performers.
They are not tactful. They are not patient. They are not considerate.
They wound instead of healing, they jar instead of harmonizing.
But there are other matters in which the Lord demands skill. In
the preparations for the temple (1 Kings v. 6), skill to hew timber was
needed. Hard labour is needed in the Lord's service. Hewing timber
requires skill. Much may be hewn clumsily and so need much
trimming. A skilful hewer will produce well-cut timber. He has
bent his thoughts as well as his powers. He has familiar knowledge
of his work. He uses skill as well as labour.
Moreover, skill is required in all manner of work. Read 1 Chron.
xxviii. 21: "There shall be with thee for all manner of workmanship
every willing skilful man for any manner of service." Note the com-bination, dear reader, "willing skilfuL" "If there be first a willing
mind it is accepted." So for" all manner of workmanship," " for any
manner of service," the willing heart and the skilful hand are needed.
Again the Lord employs His workmen not only upon hard labour
of hewing, but in finer delicate occupations. "Skillul to work in
gold and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone and in timber, in purple,
in blue, and in fine linen and in crimson; also to grave any manner
of graving, and to find out every device which shall be put to him."
See what variety-the rough and the smooth, the useful and the
beautiful. Observe also the words" which shall be put to him." It
is appointed work, and "God's qiddings are His enablings." We
read in 2 Chron. xxxiv. 12 that" the men did the work faithfully . . .
all that could skill of instruments of music." These were those set
for praise, the lightest and pleasantest parts of service. But the
faithful work refers primarily to the .preceding verse, to artificers and
builders. God expects all His work to be done not only skilfully but
faithfully.
And there were those who were "bearers of burdens" and "any
manner of service," but all needing skill and faithfulness. Say not
"I am not clever," for skill is God-given. See Dan. i. 17: "God
gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel
had all -understanding."
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Play skilfully, "with discernment." We need intimate knowledge,
loving watchfulness, and constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit's
guidance. How frequently the Psalmist prays, "Teach me-teach
me-make me to understand." The skilful player needs the acute
ear-to be quick to perceive-of quick understanding. Play skilfully,
dear child of God, look up, watch, listen, perform carefully and" with
a loud noise." Charles Wesley wrote in mpturous strain :•. Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My dear Redeemer's praise!"

And another :"Fain would I sound it (His name) out so loud
That earth and Heaven might hear."
May we "adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things "playing skilfully, praising with a loud noise, letting all mell know He
has done mal"Vellous things whereof we are glad, and so praising that
men seeing and hearing it may praise Him too. For He hath remembered us in our low estate. He !tatk redeemed us from the hand of
the enemy. He !tatk poured out His Holy Spirit upon His people.
He hath done all things well. "He !tath put a new song in my mouth,
eveu praise." And David goes on to say, "Many shall see it." He
would make it known. "Make a joyful noise to God, all ye lands."
May 1922 prove a year calling for great praise as all the years of
our lives; for we can sing of the past, " Guided by the skilfulness of
His hands." He exercises skill in our puny affairs. "It matters to
Him about us," therefore we should engage all our skill, all our powers,
and all our hearts in showing forth His praise, and" play skilfully."
God grant it for His Name's sake. Amen.
NETIIE.

LOVING FAVOUR.
" DAVID was greatly distressed, for the people spake of stoning him."
He was probably then in one of his lowest places. It was a new grief
to him to be deserted. He had been in straits before, had wandered
ill deserts and in mountains and in dens and caves of the earth, but
the people that were with him had believed in him, had hazarded
their lives for him. He could recall the day when Samuel looked so
tenderly and hopefully at him; even Saulliked him at first. Jonathan
fell in love with him. Michal smiled on him; the whole nation sang
his praises. Now he was alone, worse than alone, for the people were
all against him. Michal was elsewhere. He had seen Jonathan for
the last time (1) He was tasting Christ's "cup." Jesus grew in
favour with God and man, was followed and approved by the multi·
tude, loved by His friends. But" waters of a full cup were wrung
out" to Him. He looked for some to take pity, and there was none.
God hid His face from Him. His people read thes~. things and believe
them, and now and again feel in measure what Christ felt. They
3
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taste of His cup. It is not that He tastes theirs-it is they who indeed
drink of His cup-as He said. He has the pre-eminence. He gives
them a fellowship in His sufferings. "My friends scorn me," Job
said, "but mine eye poureth out tears unto God," lUlto the same
God in Whom David encouraged himself when there was no one to
do it for him. But soon Job's friends returned with love and with
gold. Soon" whatever David did pleased all the people." Christ's
cup. He has the pre-eminence in the fulness of joy, and whatsoever
He does pleases all His people, if not at the beginning, infallibly at
the end. He has favour in their eyes, they have favour in His, and
in that favour is life. His favour means the forgiveness of sin, the
love of God, the unceasing keeping of the Blessed Spirit. It means,
"They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
My hand." It accounts for all their comforts and all their trials: all
their building up, all their pulling down; their companionships; their
solitarinesses. We all know how much it is to us to have the favour
of those whose favour we want. What did it not mean to Jacob, when
spent and lame and he saw the face of Esau as it had been the face
of an angel? for he was pleased with him. What did it mean to the
Jews and to Esther, when she obtained favour in the eyes of Ahazuerus?
to Nehemiah, when the king listened kindly to his request? There
was a good man who prayed for his children day after day at the
family" reading "-that they might" find favour in the eyes of those
with whom they have to do." Then he did not need to give them
much pocket money, because he would read. "Loving favour is better
than silver and gold."
"Remember me with the favour Thou bearest unto Thy people.
Ob, visit me with Thy salvation!" God's favour to His people is unfailing and unchangeable. It knows none of the fluctuations that theirs
to each other does. His favourites are brought from all quarters, the
lame, the blind, the weak, the foolish amongst them. It is not that
they are brilliant, or that they are dull, cheerful or dismal, leisured or
pressed, successful or failures. And so " the poor hath hope, for the
rich bring no more than they do." Remember me, 0 Lord, whatever
that individuality represents, with the favour which Thou bearest
to Thy people. It is His remembering. Jesus called to Him whom
He would. And He cast out none that came.
FOLLOWER-OK.
The following letter from the esteemed writer of the above article
will be read with interest. (EDITOR.)
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I enclose an MS., but it " drave very heavily,"
and I do not know that it has been required of me either by God or
man. It is always an exercise, is it not, as to whether our difficulties
(except when" bounden duty" is concerned) are the restrainings of the
Lord's hand, or are for the trial of our faith in their overcoming. There
is this comfort, that the Lord says, " They shall not labour in vain."
Some profit comes out of all our exercises. 'I.'hank you for your kind
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letter. I am better, but do not expect to be strong for several weeks.
The Lord's mercies have been very, very great and tender. His
people's kiudness has been very, very great. So, knowing something
of His favour, something of my own undeservings, unprofitableness,
and insufficiency, and something of Satan's implacable resistings, I can
only say, "Thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake
me."

Kindest Christian regards,
Dec. 8th, 1921.

FOLLOWER-ON.

MODERl'.'1SM AND THE BIBLE.
THE Rev. F. Peacock, Incumbent of Trinity Church, Buxton, writes
as follows in his Monthly Letter for July, 1921 :" We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that at the present time, the
very same assaults which used to be made upon God's Holy Word
by infidels at street corners are now being made by professors in our
universities, by teachers in our schools, and by preachers in our
pulpits. The deplorable result is that there is a general unsettlement
of belief in the full inspiration of the Scriptures and a hesitation to
accept whatever is mimculous in the Divine revelation.
"This 'Modernism' or 'religious rationalism' as it might better
be called, is not confined to any particular denomination. It pervades
all sections of the Christian Church. One of its principal e},:ponents
is a Primitive Methodist-Professor Peake-whose Bible commentary .
has been described as 'sodden with infidelity.' I have on my desk
a little book written by a Presbyterian minister, entitled, 'Talks on
the Bible' to Slmday-school teachers, and it makes one blush to think
that a minister of the Gospel could have penned such blatant unbelief.
Amongst the Wesleyans a Union has had to be formed to counteract
the Higher Criticism, which has got a great hold upon that body.
"Nor is the Mission Field free from this modernist spirit. Many
missionaries have come under its influence, so that Christians at home
who desire to be faithful to God and His truth are being compelled
to reconsider their attitude in regard to different societies. We have
indeed been pained beyond measure to learn from a reliable source
that the Church Missionary Society, which we have loyally supported
for many years, is tainted with this modernist spirit. As we deem it
not only worse than useless but positively pernicious to send out
missionaries to propagate the wretched theories of the Higher Critics,
we have decided to withdraw all further support from that Society."

"SALVATION" is of the Lord alone, and damnation wholly from ourselves. Men perish, because they will not come to Jesus; yet if they
have a will to come, it is God Who works the will in them ~ grace,
electing grace, both draws the will, and keeps it steady; and to grace
be all the praise.-John Berr·idge.
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"THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST TO THE
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES."
By THE LATE REV. A. A. ISAAcs, M.A.
READ AT THE NATIONAL PROTESTANT CONGRESS, HELD AT PORTSMOUTH,
OCTOBER 18TH, MANY YEARS AGO.
THE Word of God has always been the object of Satanic attack. From
the time when the wily tempter, in the garb of a serpent, whispered
into the receptive ear of the woman "hath God said," from that
moment his purposes have been most successfully attained by the
instilment of doubts and questions concerning the revelation God has
given to man. The Scriptures themselves contain the evidence, that
such has ever been the propensity of our fallen race. Under Satanic
influences, mankind seeks, by the introduction of subtle objections, to
undermine their authority, and to neutralize the condenmation which
they pronounce against" all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men."
While this has been the attitude of " men of perverse minds," and
while a great show of learning has been enlisted in the service of the
adversary, it must not be forgotten that the Bible in its entirety has
commanded the reverential love and acceptance of the greatest intellects of the past. That before which a Bacon and a Newton bowed
in the assurance of faith, may well enlist the confidence and the conviction of those who look for a higher guidance, and who are taught
in a Divine school. I do not here refer to the Rabbis and others preeminent for their learning and research, who from remote ages have
heard in the Word no other voice, but the voice of God. Upon the
very surface of this Divine record, there lies an evidence which commends it to every thoughtful mind. Like a many-stringed instrument,
its deep and solenm tones reach from the solenm diapason of "the
beginning," to find their loftier cadences in the consummation of
redeeming love. Stl1lck by the hand of inspiration, however varied
may be the parts in their character and position, the sacred instrument
arrests the car, convinces the understanding, and touches the heart, by
the absolute harmony of its strains, and the heavenly melody of its
song. From the beginning to the end, the Book of God proclaims
without one discordant note, "Glory to God in the highest, peace on
earth, and good will towards man."
Our attention to·day is directed to the Testimony of our Lord Jesus
Christ to the Old Testament Scriptures. That part of the subject
which treats of the witness which He bore to their" authority" has
been committed to me. It is difficult, if not impossible, to sever any
one of these characteristics from the others. But it will be readily
acknowledged that the term "authority" covers a large proportion
of the ground which occupies the attention of modern critics.
It is necessary at the outset to dispose of the question, as to whether
our Lord was a competent witness. To every enlightened mind, the
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suggestion is hardly short of blasphemy. But when Bishop Gore iu his
" Lux lIiundi " ventures to circumscribe the knowledge of our Lord,
he not only impugns His prerogatives as " the faithful Witness," but
sitting in judgment upon the King of glory, assigns to Him a position
inferior to his own. These Romanizers are not worshippers of Christ,
they are worshippers of a church of which they are themselves the
embodiment, and in the attempt to exalt that church, they practically
obliterate the very fundamentals of the Christian faith.
The Apostle Paul, adverting to the Canonical writings which had
heen received and carefully guarded by the Jews as a Divinely given
heritage, from Genesis to lIialachi, affirms that" all Scripture is given
by inspiration of God." Whatever therefore those Scriptures contain,
whether of history, or of prophecy, of doctrine or of precept, in prose
or in song, must be stamped with the imprimatur of the Divine mind.
If God, as the Triwle Jehovah, or God, as revealed to us in Christ, be
"the Truth," then that which claims to be His Word must be the
truth, the whole truth, arid nothing but the truth. We can take no
inferior position to this, that our Lord, both in His Divine and in His
hwn.an personality, could affirm nothing but that which is absolutely
true; and that the knowledge with which he was endued was equally
perfect, and free from all possibility of error. To this our reason subscribes, as well as our convictions. So far from the subtle and minute
analysis of the higher criticism commending itself to our judgment and
llllderstanding, it is, in reality, what inspiration defines as the darkening of counsel by words without knowledge.
On the very threshold of the inquiry, we cannot fail to be struck by
a very simple fact. On about four hlllldred occasions within the
narrow compass of the four Gospels our Lord quotes or refers to the
books of the Old Testament. The range of these references is very wide,
and embraces the very hooks which are most assailed by the curiously
intuitive genius of modern critics. There is not one occasion on which
our Lord refers to these sacred oracles, except in terms of approval,
and as containing instruction and injunctions of a Divine and obligatory
character. He Who declared that He came not to destroy but to fulfil
the Law, He Who said not one jot or one tittle should pass away
without its fulfilment, never at any time employed an expression
which might insinuate an objection, or institute a doubt. His teaching
made it clear that the Old Testament Scriptures are the foundation on
which the Gospel rests, and we may appositely ask, in the language of
the Psalmist, "If the fOlUldations be destroyed, what can the righteous
do 1" Whatever throws doubt on the one invalidates the other.
Kuenen, Wellhausen, and other fellow-critics, from whose sceptical
armoury all the smaller writers have obtained their weapons, were
irreligious in their outward lives. The tendency of their researches
might be gathered from this fact. Our Lord's words may well echo
in our ears: if the light that is in them be darkness, how great is that
darkness!
In the following brief summary of my theme, I would observe in
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the first place, that our Lord affirms the authority of the Old Testament
Scriptures, as
I.-AN HISTORICAL RECORD.

The history of the people of Israel, in their wanderings in the great
desert, affirms that a brazen sell'ent was made in obedience to the
Divine command, for the cure of those who were dying from the bite
of poisonous vipers. Our Lord authenticates the fact, as well as the
miracle, when He said, " As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life."
When exposing the ignorance and folly of the Sadducees in their
rejection of the doctrine of the resulTection, He proved the doctrL'le by
another remarkable incident in the history of the twelve tribes, when
their deliverance from Egyptian bondage was at hand. The Lord
declared Hinlself to be " the God of Abraham, the God of I saac, and the
God of Jacob " (Exod. iv. 5). Our Lord gave this as an unquestionable
evidence of the fact of the resurrection of the dead, distinctly affirming
that it was God Hinrself Who thus spake, and that He was there set
forth in revelation to the deceased patriarchs, as the God of the living
and not of the dead (Matt. xxii. 23).
He furthermore makes use of the same histol'ical event, in the attestation of His own Divine personality. Moses was commissioned by
.God to make Hinl known to the people of Israel, as " I Ai\![ THAT I
AM" (Exod. iii. 14). This great prerogative our Lord assumed, to
the indignation of the unbelieving Jews, when He said, "Before
Abraham was, I AM" (John viii. 58).
Let us revert to a still earlier period of the inspired history. Let us
reach back to the earliest records, which the omniscient critics have
declared to be among the myths of the past. The voice of Hinl Who
spake as never man spake, is heard giving His testimony concerning
"the blood of righteous Abel" (Matt. xxiii. 35) as the first of the
martyrs in the cause of righteousness and truth. Nor is there here a
whisper as to the possibility of this first witness in the empire of grace
being a mythic personage. There is here no assertion, that it is out
of a mire of superstition and impossibilities that a lesson was to be
taught to illustrate the devotion of man, when consecrated by the
power and sovereignty of God.
To one more historical fact will I allude, as affirming the authority
with which our Lord armed the pages of the Old Testament Scriptures. The weapon of the sceptic has always been sharpened against
the history of Jonah.
. As an unbeliever in revelation and in the supernatural his attitude
IS consistent. But the pretender to a belief in the Christian religion is
brought to bay by our Lord's words: "As Jonas was three days and
. ~hree nights in the whale's belly,. so shall the Son of Man be three days
and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt. xii. 40). We cannot
wonder that the pseudo-religionists, who reject this histol'ical fact,
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add to their criminality by repudiating a belief in the knowledge of
the Inca.rnate Word.
Let us in the second place, observe the incidence of
Il.-OUR LORD'S TEMPTATION,

and note how, in that most solemn and trying hour, He set His seal to
the inspiration and authority of the Old Testament Scriptures. He is
assailed like the first Adam by the wily and powerful Tempter. In
the season of His want and weariness the most insidious temptations
are placed before Him, supported by reference to the very Scriptures
of truth. There is but one weapon which the Divine Master wields.
" It is written," He replies (Matt. iv. 4, etc.): "Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
" Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." "Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and Hirn only shalt thou serve." From what portion of
the oracles of God are these solenm words quoted by our Lord, quoted
under sllch circumstances and in such a form as to arm them with all
the weight and authority of a voice speaking direct from heaven ~
They are quoted from the book of Deuteronomy (chapters vi. and viii.).
They are taken from the very part of the Bible which these so-called
critics presume with unblushing impiety to call a forgery, and a
collection of unreliable statements foisted upon the Jewish people
hundreds of years after they profess to have been given through the
instrumentality of Moses. We observe again, how our Lord gave His
sanction to the authority of
IlL-THE LEVITICAL LAW.

The sceptical critics have here introduced a new, but not a very
ingenious, designation. They call it "the priestly code," apparently
with the desire of stripping it of its Divine origin, and with a view of
expunging the oft-repeated declaration that it was God Himself Who
spake through the intervention of Moses. But what could be more
solenm than the Master's words: "Think not that I am corne to destroy
the law or the prophets-but to fulfil" (Matt. v. 17). As an evidence
that this fulfilment included the ceremonial as well as the moral law,
listen to His command to the leper, even after He had cleansed him
from his otherwise incnrable disease :-" 8hew thyself to the priest, and
offer the gift that Moses comrnanded for a testimony to them" (Matt.
viii. 4). In like terms He spake to the ten lepers (Luke xvii. 14) to
whom He commlmicated a like miraculous cure, sealing by His own
declaration the authority of the law, and affirming that its promulgation came directly through the instrumentality of Moses. We have
a further illustration of this, when in relation to the law of divorce He
affirms that Moses had permitted it on account of the hardness of
their hearts (Matt. xix. 8). How wonderfully, too, does our Lord
collate the Books of Deuteronomy and Leviticus (Matt. xxii. 37) in
His answer to the Pharisees concerning our love to God, and our love
to our neighbour!

,

88

The Gospel Magazine

Let me add but one further testimony of our Lord to the authority
of the Old Testament Scriptures. I allude to
IV.-THE WORD OF PROPHEOY.

Here the evidence is overwhelming. The number of prophecies
brought under contribution, in attestation of His Divine Mission, are
traced in almost every Book of the Scriptures. "Moses," He said,
"wrote of Me" (John v. 45). "Daniel, the prophet," one of those
inspired men of God whose writings are disputed, is cited by our Lord
as setting forth the calamities incidental to the rejection of His ministry, and the events of the last days. Malachi is made by Him to bear
witness to the office and character of John the Baptist, as the Divine
forerunner. His Sonship as the Son of God, as well as the Son of Man,
is authenticated by the prophetical declarations of the sweet singer
of Israel, when He charges the Jews with their hardness of heart and
unbelief. He cites the prophecies of Isaiah iu order to show that here
these prophecies were fulfilled. The seal is placed on this testimony
after the resurrection of our Lord. It was from "Moses and the
1Jrophets" that He unfolded to the two disciples in that memorable
walk t~ Emma·lls t.he things conceming Himself.
Among the assembled disciples, He affirmed tha t in His dea th and
resurrection were fulfilled all that had been said concerning Himself, in
" the law of Moses and in the prophets and in the Psalms." These facts
and statements are so numerous and unquestionable as to raise them
above the level of argument, and to establish them on the platform of
infallible truth.
There is nothing new in the objections which modern critics present
to the authOl"ity and authenticity of the Old Testament Scriptures.
They are the old heresies put into a new form. They are sometimes
veiled under courteous and reverential language, but this only adds
to their subtlety and increases their guilt. W"hen the writer of " Lux
Mmldi" affirms that the earliest narratives of Scripture are of the
nature of myths; that we may regard the writings of two of the
prophets as dramatic compositions, worked up on a basis of history ;
and that such so-called scientific historical criticism are sure as scientific results; he is, ipso facto, self-excommunicated. When anyone
ventures to impugn the knowledge and veracity of the Founder of
Christianity he ceases to be a Christian, and however much this unbelief
may be masked under the cloak of apparent devotion, to such the
words of our Lord emphatically apply: "In vain do they worship Me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." "If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be perS1/.aded, though one rose
frrrrn the dead."
IN all actions, both voluntary and casual, Thy will, 0 God, shall
be done by us, with whatever intentions. -Bishop Hall.
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"WHEN THE MORNING APPEARETH."
" Saul also sent . .. to slay hi", IN THE MORNING."-l SAM. xix. 1l.
"But I will sing aloud of Thy mercy IN THE MORNING."-PSA. lix. 16.
LORD, in this midnight hour of grief,
Grant me the sunrise of relief;
Raise from the silence of the grave
A soul Thou hast engaged to save.
Thy
And
And
Thy

providence is wise and right,
all Thy chastisements are light:
if the clouds conceal Thy face,
heart is tenderness and grace.

Remember, Lord, t.hose former days,
'When every string was tuned to praise:
And shall necessity disprove
Unchanging faithfulness and love?
If Thou art Love, and Thou art near,
Why should my heart be filled with fear?
If Thy sweet promise cannot fail,
Why should my unbelie.f prevail?

No; I will wait the dawn of day,
When all the shades shall flee away;
And "in the morning" I will sing
The sweet deliverance Thou wilt bring.
February 27, 1915.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

THE REV. WILLIA11f BULL TO JOHN

~'"EWTON.

I RECOLLECT my late jonrney t<:> town [Jan., 1792] with pleasure;
and my hearing you preach, and having frequent interviews with
you, was very comfortable. I get very infirm, and so weak in my
spirits that almost everything fatigues and afllicts me; but still it
is pleasant to look upward and to press forward to a state of light,
life, holiness, love, and joy that will be eternal in its duration. The
time is not far off. I do not feel reluctant at its approach, because I
shall then see the Lord in His glory, and, I hope, feel His image in
my heart. There is something alluring and delightful in the prospect
of perfect holiness, perfect love, and, consequently, perfect bliss; and
this must and will be the lot of all who die in the Lord. That Jesus,
Whose blood is our awnement, and Whose righteousness is also our
life and salvation, we shall see as He is, and rejoice before Him for
ever. Delightful prospect! It soothes the infirmities of age, and
gives beauty t<:> the countenance of dissolution. If the love of Jesus
is but felt in our hearts, we may say, Welcome age! welcome infirmity!
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welcome death! Jesus is our greatest comfort now, and Jesus will
be our everlasting portion. I love to think of Him, look to Him, and
lean upon Him, because I feel and find that His presellce is equal to
everything, and without Him everything is worse than nothing. When
you write this way, I shall be very glad to hear you are both well, and
all about you. Through mercy Mrs. Bull and Tommy are well and
unite with me in love to you and Miss Catlett.
I called on Mr. Cowper last week, and thought he looked very thin
and poorly. Mrs. Unwin was in good spirits; but I doubt if she is
quite well. We are none of us intended to continue here always, and
it is good to be told so; but with the saints in glory I hope we shall
live for ever. I commit you to the grace and love of Jesus, and am
your most affectionate
W. BULL.
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SOME OF THE HOME-CALLS OF 1921.
IT seems almost impossible to realize that by the time the Magazine
is in the hands of our readers for the new year, twelve months will
have passed since we were called upon to part with that valiant servant
of Jesus Christ, so well known through his connection with it, dear
Mr. George Alexander, of Birkenhead. The gracious tribute to his
memory, the conjoint contribution of two of his beloved and gifted
daughters, which appeared in March, is still sweet in our memories.
We loved him much in the Lord; we esteemed him very highly for
the Truth's sake. That was a sweet and true wording of the hymn
sheet used at his funeral. "In thanksgiving to God and in cherished
memory of George Alexander (thirty-three years minister of the Gospel
at Birkenhead), who died in the Lord, Jan. 4, 1921, aged 77 years.
Rom. viii. 30." He was interred in Bebington Cemetery, where Mr.
J. E. Hazelton conducted the service, and the sweet and suitable
hymns selected for that sacred service were, "Fountain of Life Who
gave us breath," Erskine's" There's nothing round the spacious earth,"
and Psa. xl, to the Scotch metre. And now will there not be a sermon
in the very stone which his beloved and loving family have just erected
to his memory? It speaks far more forcibly than any words of mine
could in telling briefly what the Lord's dear servant was and how
faithfully· he fulfilled his calling. The inscription runs: "Looking
10r that blessed Hope."
"In dear and honoured memory of George Alexander, who fell
asleep in Jesus Jan 4, 1921. Aged 77 years. Ardently attached to
the Protestant interests of the Realm, and full of zeal for the name
and tl1lth of God which for many years he preached, he departed this
life, quietly resting on the atoning blood and the justifying righteousness of Him Who said, 'All that the Father giveth me shall come to
Me: and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.'" To
converse with the Lord's dear servant, or to hear him tell forth in that
sweetly persuasive and forcible way the deep tl1lths of the everlasting
Gospel, is now a sacred memory.
In the month following Mr. Alexander's translation, Lancashire lost
yet another faithful servant of .Jesus Christ in Mr. R. McNeal, at the
advanced age of 83. He was a simple-hearted affectionate man,
loving all those who loved his Lord, and greatly delighting in Christian
fellowship and communion with the saints. He was an ardent
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Protestant and a zealous worker in the vineyard, greatly loving the
distinctive truth as preached by-free grace ministers and taught in
this Magazine, to which he was deeply attached. For several years
:1IIr. McNeal attended the Clifton Conferences, bringing with him some
godly young men who were thus strengthened and confirmed in the
truth of the everlasting Gospel. For nearly twenty-five years ~fr.
!\fcNeal was superintendent of St. Paul's Sunday School, Blackburn,
and greatly are his godly influence and faithful services missed.
In March the writer's own family were called, in the sovereignty of
God, to yield up our dear and youngest brother, of whom one was
assured that he knew Whom he had believed, and that he is now without fault before the throne in and through the merits of his dear
Redeemer's blood. His favourite hymn was, " How sweet the Name
of Jesus sounds."
The name of the Rev. H. J. R. Marston, the gifted blind clergyman,
is familiar to most of us. He passed away in April after a useful and
God-honouring life. He was a very able exponent of Protestant
truth, and stood firm by the principles of the Reformation and
protested faithfully in his gifted manner against the inroads of Ritualism
and Romanism on platform and from pulpit.
And then during the same month we lost a personal friend in dear
Mrs. White, of Southport, after twenty-two weeks of great suffering.
She was the beloved and devoted wife of Mr. John White, one of the
esteemed trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. A quiet, unobtrusive
Christian, she lived her life in her home and family and in showing her
love to the Lord's children. She was particularly attached to the
ministry of the late beloved Rev. J. Ormiston, whom she esteemed
very highly for the truth's sake.
We were greatly indebted to Miss L. Ormiston for the sweet and
grace-constrained account of Mrs. Baxendale in the August Magazine,
and to Mr. Waiter Croft the following month for his letter telling of
the gracious actings of the Lord to His dear servant, l\irs. 1\'1arsh,
during her long life, and of His faithfulness to His dear servant according to His Name and' character and word, even unto the end.
There will be others whose names recur to our memories doubtless
as we read these lines and think of those who are fallen asleep. We
have traversed another year with its joys and sorrows, parti.ngs and
tears, but our comfort is, we have yet the same God Who was with our
dear ones and Who will be with us through every step-of the pilgrimage.
l\fay our souls rise in blest anticipation as we think upon what they
have entered, what they are enjoying, and how glorious their state
now in hymning their endless song of praise unto Him that loved
them and washed them from their sins in His own blood and made
them kings and priests unto God. Thus we shall leave the things of
time and sense and" press toward the mark for the prize of our high
calling," when we shall be re-united in that tearless, fadeless world,
to go no more out; to know no more night of sorrow and death, but
with them to be far e·ver with the Lard."
R.
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'lrortf9poniJencc.
WELCOME TESTIMONY.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
THORNFIELD,
GRANGE-aVER-SANDS, LANCS.,
Nov. 29. 1921.
DEAR SIR.-I do not know to whom I am indebted for THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. which has come to me every month this year. but I am
profoundly grateful, for I have found it most helpful to me in my work.
May God's richest blessing rest upon you in the magnificent fight
you are making for Him and His truth!
Believe me. faithfully yours.
(REV.) WALTER LANCELEY.
(OO'l1{/regational Minister).
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-The need amongst our soldiers and sailors for clear
testimony to Christ and His truth was never greater than it is to-day.
" False prophets" abound on all sides, and many are being led into
bypaths of en-or through their teaching. The dcbt we owe to our
sailors can never be adequately realized by us. but let us by grace
seek to do what we can while we can to give them the truth of God.
At the beginning of the new year we plead for new subscribers to take
the place of those who have been called home. A chaplain writes: "I
am writing to ask if you can do me the favour of giving me S01ne more
books and tracts for the sailors. I have distributed those you have
kindly sent, and they have been eagerly read and much appreciated.
and I may say much watered by prayer."
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, December, 1921.
PAUL had a very high opinion of the Church in Thessalonica, and
no doubt it deserved it. See how he speaks of it-with such confidence. "Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God." Their
character was such that he felt sure that he saw the mark of God's
elect about them, and he speaks most positively of them-perhaps
more positively than he does of any other church. Well, there were
three grand signs. There was the work of faith. the labour of love.
and the patience of hope; and where we see three works of the Spirit,
we may be fully persuaded that electing love is there.-O. H. Spurgeon.
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llltote5tant I)ncon.
PROTESTANT POINTS.
IX.-MARIOLATRY.
THAT worship is rendered and prayers offered to the Virgin Mar)',
by the adherents of the Church of Rome, is patent to all who are
only' slightly acquainted with Roman Catholic books, e.g., Liguori's
Glories of Mary, etc. This is true also of the corrupt Eastern or
Greek Church. That the practice is anti-Christian, and anti-Scriptural,
seems to be sufficiently proved by the Scripture with which the Lord
Jesus met the temptation of Satan: "Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve;" and by the Lord's own
words: "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me." From these Scriptures we learn that God
alone is to be worshipped, and that exclusively; and that Christ is
the sole way of access to Him. For there is but" ONE MEDIATOR
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;" and but ONE" ADvoCATE" (or Helper, or Comforter, as the Greek word in 1 John ii. 2 is
variously translated). "If any man sin, we have an ADVOCATE with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." But further :1. The Church of Rome, in support of her teaching regarding the
Virgin Mary, appeals to Gen. iii. 15, which in her authorized version,
the Douay, is palpably mistranslated. There the words run: "She
shall bruise thy head." But the pronoun is masculine in the Hebrew,
and not only so, but the Hebrew verb which means" shall bruise," is
also in the masculine, according to the rule of the Hebrew language
which requires the verb to agree with its pronoun in gender. The
correct translation is therefore, undoubtedly, "HE shall bruise thy
head."
2. Before the birth of Jesus, Elisabeth, Mary's cousin, "filled with
the Holy Ghost" (Luke i. 41, 42), said to Mary: "Blessed art thou
among women," and Mary in reply said: "All generations shall call
me blessed." There is no hint here, however, or elsewhere in the
Bible, of undue or Divine honour to be paid, or having been paid, to
her. It is evident that she was sinful like the rest of mankind, for
she spake of God her Saviour, and the emphatic declaration of the
inspired Word is: "ALL have sinn_ed," thus leaving no room for the
Roman Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.
3. After the birth of Jesus, when the Magi came from the East to
Jerusalem, they declared that they had come " TO WORSHIP HIM,"
and" when they saw the young child with Mary His mother, they
fell down, and WORSHIPPED HIM" (Matt. ii. 2 and 11). It is significant,
too, that they presented "unto Him," not to Mary, "gifts, gold
and frankincense, and myrrh."
4. Three sayings of the Lord Jesus to His mother are recorded in
the New Testament, and in two of them a gentle rebuke is implied:
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viz., Luke ii. 49, " How is it that ye sought Me 1 Wist ye not that I
must be about my Father's business 1 and John ii. 4, " Woman, what
have I to do with thee 1 Mine hour is not yet come.". In the third
there is evidently an intimation that the earthly relationship was
about to terminate, for from the cross He said to His mother, " Woman,
behold thy Son!" and to " the disciple standing by whom He loved,"
" Behold thy mother! " (John xix. 26, 27).
Twice, also, did the Lord speak concerning His mother, and on
each occasion what He sa.id proves that no special honour was to be
paid to her, but, on the contrary, that those who" hear the word of
God and keep it" are mther to be considered" blessed," and that
there was another relationship snpplanting and superior to that of
the earthly one. (a) Lnke xi. 27, 28, " A certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that
bare thee, and the paps which thon hast sncked. But He said, Yea,
rather" (the Greek word f'EVOVU'(E has a strong corrective force)
" blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it." (b) Matt.
xii. 47-50, "Then one said nnto Him, Behold, Thy mother and Thy
brethren stand withont, desiring to speak with Thee. But He
answered and said unto him that told Him, Who is My mother, and
who are My brethren 1 And He stretched forth His hand toward
His disciples, and said, Behold My mother, and My brethren! For
whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the
same is My brother, and sister, and mother."
5. After Christ's resurrection, He appeared, we are told, to Mary
!VIagdalene and other women, but it is not recorded that He appeared
to l\Iary His mother; and after His ascension she is named, after
the apostles and" the women," as among those who" continued with
one accord in prayer and supplication" (Act,s i. 13, 14), but it is plain
that she held no pre-eminence in that gathering, and so far from being
prayed to, she joined in their prayers to God.
6. Mary is never called in the Bible, "Mother of God," as she is
in corrupt Christendom, nor even the "Virgin !VIary" as we conventionally style. her, but her appellations are, " Mary His mother"
(Luke ii.), "Mary the mother of Jesus" (Acts i.), and it is remarkable
that after being named in this first chapter of the Acts, we do not
find her mentioned again in the Scriptures! This one fact alone
shows how corrupt is the teaching of the Church of Rome concerning
her.
Would that those who apply to Mary for aid, and for intercessiou
with C1uist, might come to realize how gracious, able, and willing the
Lord Jesus is to receive, help, and bless all contrite sinners. He says,
"Come unto !VIe"; "I am the Way"; and of Him it is written,
" He is able to save to the nttermost " (completely, and to the very end)
" all that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth " (as the great
High Priest) "to make intercession for them."
Marshall (Bask.), Oanada.

ROBERT

J.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

THE new "Quarterly Record" contains a portrait and biographical
sketch of the late Rev. W. Pennefather, together with other illustrations and a variety of articles bearing upon the Institution. Copies
will be sent post free to any address.
In November the Autumn Sale and Meeting were held at the
Hornsey Rise Home, when many friends assembled. The proceeds
were encouraging; an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev.
R. Robinson, of Chadwell Street Chape!. Our aged inmates were
the guests at the tea. Visits from all who are interested in the Society
will be heartily welcomed at our Homes, and will do much to encourage
the aged pilgrims and cheer the Committee.
With the advent of the new year fresh efforts are being made to
increase the number of our annual subscribers, in order that the
growing claims upon the Society may be met. Collections and sales
of work are doing much to strengthen the hands of the Committee,
and generous help has been received from Eastbourne, Croydon,
Horley, and many other places.
A new booklet, entitled" The Shadows of the Evening are Sto'etched
Out," is in preparation, and many of our younger friends are interesting themselves in the Society which 115 years ago was founded by
young people. " By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples,
if ye have love one to another."

i1{cnlcuHI an)) jIl.oticcf;! of lSoob.
THE STORY OF SOME FAMOUS BONFIRES. By W. STANLEY MARTIN.
Pp. 122. Price 3/6 net. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 & 4, St.
Paul's Churchyard, London, KC. 4.)
We rejoice that this excellent work has been reprinted. We have
read it through with great pleasure. The Bonfires to which it refers
are Bonfires of Bones, of Bibles, and of Brave Men. The narratives
are well and interestingly told, and though the volume is specially
intended for the young, it will be fOUlld to be well worthy of perusal
by children of a larger growth. As an introduction to the study of
Reformation history the book is most helpful and informative. We
hope it will be much used as a gift book to the young people attending
our Sunday Schools. The book abounds in illustrations. We warmly
commend it.
WHO shall ask God any rep.son of His elections, but His own
pl!lasure ?-Bishop Hall.

