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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOME time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
posit~9n. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1922, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very consider·ably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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.. Who comfortct.h us in all our tribnlation, that we ma.y be able to comfort them which are ill any
ttollble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE CHARACTER, THE BASIS, AND THE OBJECTS OF
DIVINE MERCY.
" With the Lo;'d there is mercy. "-PSALM cxxx. 7.

DIVINE mercy is the theme upon which we propose in the LORD'S
name to write in our Family Portion for the opening month of
the new year. Though the old year has brought its trials, it has
also abounded with mercies. As we stand on the threshold of a
new year and review the past we are ready to say, "It is of the
LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions
fail not. They are new every morning" (Lam. iii. 22, 23). Though
we are members of His redeemed family, we are unworthy of the
least of all the mercies and of all the truth which He has shown
unto us. If He had dealt with us as our sins deserved, we should
have been cast
and cast out, but He has been gracious and
merciful to us, slow to anger and of great kindness, and we can
say to-day that "with the LORD there is mercy." With Him
there has been mercy in the past, there is mercy in the present,
. and there will be mercy in the future. Blessed be His name, He
is always to His people "the FATHER of mercies and the GOD
of all comfort." Let the Israel of GOD, then, hope in the LORD
as they go forth into a new year: "for with the LORD there is
mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption. And He shall
redeem Israel from all his iniquities" (Psa. cx..xx. 7, 8).
Three words will guide us in developing our theme. First, let
us think of the character of Divine mercy. Secondly, let us think
of the basis of Divine mercy, and, lastly, let us think of the object,q
of Divine mercy.
1. First, let us think of the charaetm' of Divine mercy.
We desire to follow the teaching of Scripture on this great and
blessed theme. The Bible alone-the inspired Word of GODreveals to us the full truth as to the mercy of our Covenant GOJ).

of!
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We quote from its sacred pages without any doubt as to their
truth. We learn there that mercy is a sovereign attribute of GOD.
It is the mercy of a supreme RULER, the mercy of One possessing
supreme power and dominion. The rule of GOD is not that of a
limited monarchy. He has no parliament and no cabinet ministers
to advise Him. He has absolute, unlimited control over the affairs.
of His kingdom. None has the power to stay His hand, and none
has the right to question His authority or to say, "What doest
Thou ~" We who live on His earth must recognize that" the MOST
HIGH ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
He will." He is a GOD Who "hath done whatsoever He hath
pleased" (Dan. iv. 17; Psa. cxv. 3). So in reference to His mercy
He says, "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I will have compa,ssion." The
result of this solemn declaration of the Divine purpose is that,
" it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
GOD that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 15, 16). This solemn truth
suggests difficulties to our finite minds. We cannot solve them,
but the LORD can enable us humbly to receive His revealed truth,
although we must confess our inability to answer every difficulty
which the full revelation of His truth suggests.
We learn next that mercy is eternal. "The mercy of the LORD
is hOlll everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him"
(Psa. ciii. 17). Before the world was formed and before the stars
were called into being, mercy was a Divine attribute. That
accounts for the eternal Covenant of grace, the plan of redemption
drawn up before the foundation of the world. That accounts for
GOD'S" Own purpose and grace, which was given us in CHRIST
JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). That accounts for
the" eternal life, which GOD, that cannot lie, promised before the
world began" (Titus i. 2). That accounts for GOD'S everlasting
love for His people. He thought of them, loved them, and chose
them in CHRIST before the foundation of the world, because His
mercy towards them is from everlasting. The eternal character
of Divine mercy also accounts for our present mercies and for all
the mercies which will follow us all the days of our lives here,
and which will be experienced throughout eternity. His mercy
is from everla ting to everlasting. That covers the past, the
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present, and the future. What a mercy it is that His mercy IS
eternal!
Another feature of Divine mercy is that it is many-sided. We
read that " All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto
such as keep His Covenant and His testimonies" (Psa. xxv. 10).
That suggests that all His dealings with His people are exhibitions
of His mercy. We do not always think so. We are inclined to
say, " Is His mercy clean gone for ever?" "Hath GOD forgotten
to be gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? "
(Psa. lxxvii. 8, 9). When He permits trials to come to us we are
apt to get timid, fearful, and faint-hearted, and to give way even
to doubt and unbelief. Yet in very truth, "All things work
together for good to them that love GOD, to them who are the
called according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). All the things
which He allows to happen tend for the present amI eternal good
of His people. Some of the things are trying to human nature.
They are not ·easy to bear. In fact" no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous." Yet the LORD loveth His
people all the time He is exercising parental discipline over the
different members of His family. Thus in all our many-sided
experiences Divine mercy is being displayed. "All the paths of
the LORD are mercy and truth" unto His people.
Great is another adjective which describes Divine mercy. The
mercy of GOD is great. "Thy mercy is great unto the heavens,
and Thy truth unto the clouds." "As the heaven is high above
the earth, so great is His mercy towaTd them that fear Him"
(Psa. lvii. 10; ciii. 11).
The mercy of the LORD is a great thing. It is vast and farreaching. It planned a great salvation. It provided a great
SAVIOUR. It saves great sinners. It blots out great accumulations
of sin. It delivers from great punishment. It brings to the enjoyment of gTeat blessings. How great indeed is His goodness and
mercy which He has laid up for His people. Let no conscious
sinner despair of mercy in view of the vastness of the mercy which
characterizes our Covenant GOD. Let no saint lose heart when he
realizes the corruptions of his old nature. The LORD'S mercy is
great and vast towards His unworthy people. Moreover, His
mercy is plenteous and abundant. "Thou, LORD, art good,
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and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that
call upon Thee" (Psa. lxxxvi. 5). Well it is for His people that He
is plenteous in mercy, and that He abundantly pardons their
many and" mighty sins." Let us never forget, dear members of
the LORD'S family, that it is " according to His abuudant mercy"
that we have been begotten again unto a living hope. If there
were no mercy with Him, there would be no hope for us.
Our last adjective describing Divine mercy is the word" tender."
That reminds us of Mr. Ormiston's beautiful hymn which we used
to sing at the Clifton Conference. He writes :"LORD, how tender is Thy mercy,
Free as tender, rich as free;
Pitying, pardoning chief of sinners,
Pitying, pardoning even me ! "
We cannot quote the whole of it, but we inscribe two more
verses.
" Mercy tender, pity tearful,
Find their fount Divine in Thee;
Flowing thence, they seek the thirsty,
Seeking, find that thirst in me.
" Tender mercy, LORD, befits Thee;
Need like mine befits Thy grace;
Pity, gentle LORD, Thy pity
Finds in me its resting-place."
"The LORD is very pitiful, and of tender mercy" (James v. 11).
It is" through the tender mercy of our GOD" that" the DAYSPRING
from on high hath visited us," to give light to our dark hearts
and to guide our feet into the way of peace (Luke i. 78, 79). We
do not pretend to have exhausted the first division of our theme,
but we ask our readers to fix in their minds that the character
of Divine mercy may be described as scY/:ereign, eternal, many-sided,
great, plenteous, abundant, and tender. If it be so, is there not great
encouragement for us, poor weak and timid though we may be,
to go forward cheerfully into the year 1923? There will be mercy
abundant, vast, constant, and tender all along the line.
2. Secondly, let us think of the basis of Divine mercy.
We will only write briefly on this. One of the great promises
of the New Covenant relates to the forgiveness of sins. GOD says,
" I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
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iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12). But on what
ground is this gracious promise of mercy given to GOI.'S people 1
It is on the assumption that their sins will be expiated by the
blood of the Divine SURETY. "Without shedding of blood is no
remission" (Heb. i'C. 22). The basis of Divine mercy is the blood
and righteousness of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. In Him" we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 7). We need mercy every
day, but where can it be obtained? Only at the throne of grace.
We are permitted to draw near to that throne so that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. But the
approach to that throne is through the blood of JESUS. We have
boldness to enter into the holiest, where GOD sits on the throne
of grace, "by the blood of JESUS." (See Heb. iv. 16; x. 19). Were it
not for the obedience unto death of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, GOD
could not justly dispense His mercy to the objects of His choice.
The great mercy of being loosed from our sins is due to the atoning
blood of CHRIST. His blood alone is the ground of cleansing.
The Church of GOD is sanctified, purchased, redeemed, justified,
and cleansed by CHRIST'S blood. She will hereafter be in glory
because she has been washed and m8_de white in the blood of tht>
LAMB. All these great mercies flow to us from the Father of
mercies through CHRIST. They are communicated to us by the
SPIRIT. The basis of them all is the meritoriousness of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST. M>ty we never forget this. May we ever give
unto Him the sole glory for 8,ll the spiritual mercies we enjoy.
Of the mercy of our Covenant GOD we may rightly sing:" Thy mercy in JESUS exempts me from hell;
Its glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell;
'Twas JESUS, my Friend, when He hung on the tree,
That opened the channel of mercy for me."
3. Lastly, let us think of the objects of Divine mercy.
The GOD of mercy hath mercy on the wicked. The prophet
Isaiah was inspired to say, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and
the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
LORD, and He w~ll have rncrcyupon him; and to our GOD, for He
will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah Iv. 7). The Ephesian saints
were dead in sins and under the power of Satan. They were in
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the habit of fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and
were by nature the children of wrath. But GOD, Who is rich in
mercy, for His' great love wherewith He loved them saved them
by His grace. All the saints are by nature wicked and unrighteous,
but" according to Bv; rnerC1J" He saved them. In time pa£t they
" were not a people, but we are now the people of GOD: which
had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy" (1 Pet. ii.
10). GOD shows His mercy to the self-righteous. Saul of Tarsus
was a self-righteous Pharisee, but he says, "I obtained mercy."
Backsliders are the objects of Divine mercy. GOD says, " I will
heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for Mine anger is
turned away" (Hosea xiv. 3). He is a GOD Who pardoneth the
iniquity of His backsliding people, and passeth by the transgression
of the remnant of His heritage. "He retaineth not His anger
for ever, because He delighteth in mercy" (Micah vii. 18). "With
everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LoRD
thy REDEEMER" (Isa. !iv. 8, 10).
All His chosen people are continually the objects of His mercy,
" He that trusteth in the LoRD, mercy shall compass him about"
(Psa. xlc{ii. 10). What is the practical outcome of all this? If
the LoRD in rich, free, and undeserved mercy hath bestowed His
mercies upon us, shall we not seek by His grace to devote ourselves
wholeheartedly to His service? This is the teaching of the Apostle.
in the Epistle to the Romans. He says, " I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto GOD, which is your reasonable
service" (Rom. xii. 1).
May we all have an ever-increasing sense of the vastness, the
abundance, the tenderness, and the abiding character of Divine
mercy, and may we be enabled by His indwelling SPIRIT to walk
continually a£ those who have tasted that the LORD is gracious.
'Ve desire, in conclusion, to wish all our dear readers a very
happy New Year. May the LORD'S mercies abound towards us
all throughout its course.
We would also bespeak the warm, prayerful, and practical
interest of our readers in our time-honoured family Magazine:
With this number it begins the one hundred and fifty-eighth year
of its history. We praise GOD for the mercy which ha£ kept it
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going during this long period. Let us pray that He may still
smile upon this monthly effort to bear testimony to His truth,
and to feed the members of His family. Let us pray for the
Trustees and Contributors and for all who have a share in sending
it forth month by month. We still need 1'egular financial help.
Let us pray that He may supply it according to His riches in glory.
Let us pray that the number of readers may increase and that the
LoRD may increasingly make the to...stimony a blessing to His
people. He is "plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon
Him" (Psa. !xxxvi. 5). He taketh pleasure in the prayers of those
who fear Him, and who hope in His mercy.
THE EI:ITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas HOWJhi.on.)
Stoke Fern}, Nor/olk.
THE INSPIRED WORD.
"THE Bible we believe to be inspired by the Holy Ghost; and here
we make no distinction, and especially none between what is called
Old and New Testament. Genesis is as authoritative as nIatthew's
Gospil, the Prophet Isaiah as true a messenger as the Apostle Paul,
the pages of Zechariah as truly given by the Most High as the
Apocalypse entrusted by Jesus to the beloved disciple. The Spirit
foresaw all things, and all future manifestations and developments of
God's eternal purpose, when He caused the beginnings of the great
history to be written in the Pentateuch.
"It was of the Old Testament Scripture that Jesus testified it
cannot be broken; out of it He proved His Divine dignity to the
Pharisees, and the resurrection to the Sadducees; it was out of it He
explained to His disciples the mystery of His sufferings and glory;
and the apostles, in all their teaching and witnessing, appealed to the
Scripture, Moses and the Prophets, as authenticating their declaration
of the whole counsel of God.
" Another remark on this point which I feel to be necessary, is
that the Bible is simple and perspicuous. I hold the good old doctrine
of the Reformers, that the Bible is given to all men, and that for its
understanding we require not the erudition of the Universities, the
tradition of the Fathers, the glosses of the scholastics (however
valuable these may be in their proper place). To understand God's
Word, all that is needed is a humble, childlike heart, conscious of its
ignorance and blindness, and the teaching and illumination of the
Holy Spirit. All Scripture is profitable to all lllen who thus read it,
and therefore it must be accessible to the understanding of all."Thc late Dr. A. Saphir, in " The Scattered Nation" f01' Octobe-r, 1922.

The Gospel Magazine

9

A THANKSGIVING NOTE FOR THE NEW YEAR.
" Be ye thankful."-COL. iii. 15.

WEEKS before the New Year dawns the articles which appear in
our Magazine have to be written, but there is absolutely no doubt
that all the members of the Lord's family will have reason to
render thanks and praise to the God of all grace when the New
Year opens. Our God is the faithful God. He keepeth covenant
and mercy to them that fear Him. He will ever be mindful of His
Covenant promises to His beloved, chosen, and redeemed people.
It follows that they will always have abundant causes for being
thankful and for expressing their thanks to their promise-keeping
God. We desire, then, to sound a note of praise in our Wayside
Notes for the New Year. We desire in the Lord's name to stimulate
the members of His family who read this Magazine to give thanks
unto the Lord. The one hundred and thirty-sixth Psalm suggests
that we should give thanks to Him for His creative power, His
redeeming grace, His providential leadings, His conquering arm,
His temporal mercies, and for the gift of a heavenly inheritance.
We propose, however, to fix the attention of our readers on the
teaching of the New Testament Epistles in regard to thanksgiving.
To the Colossian saints the apostle said, " Be ye thankful." The
Holy Ghost through the apostle repeats these words to the saints
of the twentieth century. In the days of the apostles the moral,
spiritual, and social condition of the world was bad enough.
Heathenism and idolatry largely prevailed. Things were much
worse socially and temporally than they are to-day. Yet the
apostle said, " Be ye thankful." However many may be tbe evils
in our own highly-favoured country to-day, we can easily count up
many and great mercies. Therefore we would say, "Be ye
thankful."
" 0 render thanks to God above,
The fountain of eternal love!
Whose mercy firm through ages past
Has stood, and shall for ever last."
What do the inspired Epistles teach us in regard to thanksgiving?
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1. We are taught to give thanks to God fo·, the gt'eatest of all Hi,~

gifts.
" Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift" (2 Cor. ix. 15).
Can there be any doubt as to what this gift is ~ Is it not the
gift of His Own, peculiar, eternal, and well-beloved Son ~ Why
did He bestow that great, that unspeakable, that indescribable
gift ~ Let His Own incarnate Ron give the answer. "God so
loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life" (John iii. 16). Out of love to His people scattered throughout
the world the Father gave His Son. To redeem them from the
merited curse of the law He sent Him forth to hang on the tree.
That they should not perish, but that they should have everlasting
life, He gave His Son. We can never dwell on this gift too much.
We can never say too much about the wondrous love, the unmerited
grace which led the Father to send His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. Had it not been for this great gift, hell would have
been our portion. Think of it. As the case stands, however,
" God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9). How
can we do other than give thanks at the remembrance of this
indescribable gift ~ Then the cup of our gratitude overflows when
we remember that" He that spared not His Own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all," will with Him ,,' freely give us all things" (Rom.
viii. 32).
2. Secondly, we are taught to give thanks to God for the eternal
salvatIOn which He bestows upon His people.
This is included in the gift of His dear Son. Note what the
apostle says as to this. He says, "We are bound to give thanks
alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: whereunto He called
you by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14). God's people have been chosen of
God unto salvation. They were chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. They were the objects of God's love
before the stars began to shine. Having thus chosen them to full
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and complete and eternal salvation from the penalty and power
of sin, and ultimately from its presence, God in due time-the set
time of His Own appointment-sanctifies them by His Spirit.
He sets them apart in regeneration from the world. He leads
them to believe the precious truths of the Gospel. He disposes
them to believe in Him Who is the truth, and He justifies them
by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He effectually calls them
through the preaching of the Gospel to participate in these great
blessings, and He has destined them eventually to obtain the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. They are to behold His glory.
They are to appear with Him in glory. The God of all grace hath
called them to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus (see 1 Peter v. 10).
Have we, dear readers, passed from death unto life ~ Have wc
experienced the Spirit's regenerating and converting operations ~
Do we know what it is to have been saved by grace through faith
in the blood and righteousness of Christ ~ If so, we may be sure
that God hath chosen us in eternal times to salvation, and that we
are therefore " beloved of the Lord" and destined to be numbered
amongst the eternally saved when the Lord returns for His people.
Are we not bound to give thanks alway to God for these great and
unspeakable benefits ~ Can we do otherwise than praise and bless
and magnify His holy Name ~ Cau we do otherwise than sing the
new song which He hath put into our mouths, even praise unto
our God ~
3. Thirdly, we are taught to give thanks to God for our perfect
l1wetness for the heavenly inhen"tance.
Note the exact words of the quotation from Scripture which we
now make. "Giving thanks unto the Fat.he·r, Which hath rnade us
?/wet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: '''Iho
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of His dear Son: in 'Whom we have redemption
through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins" (Col. i. 12-14).
Let ns take these words exactly as they stand and for onr comfort
appropriate the blessed truths which they contain, and rejoice in
the clear affirmations which they make concerning all the regenerated and jnstified people of God. We have heard people
pray that God may eventually make His people meet for the
inheritance. 'Ve remember a hymn which closes with the desire

-.,
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"That He at last may make us meet
With Him to gain the heavenly seat."
But this is not the teaching of Scripture. The Lord's people are
to give thanks to God, because He hath made them meet to be partakers at the inheritance, They are already made meet, and if
God hath made them meet, who shall attempt to add to His work?
If He hath made them meet they are now already meet for the
inheritance. No spiritual growth, no advance in knowledge, no
further experience, no good works of the future will make them
more meet than they are already. They are now already" rendered
fit and made sufficient," as the words "made meet" might be
rendered. God has made them meet; fit, sufficient, and suitable
for the heavenly inheritance by His regenerating, sanctifying,
justifying, and adopting mercies. Clothed with Christ's righteousness and washed in His blood they are meet for the inheritance.
The thief on the cross was Divinely made meet for the inheritance
while he hung on the cross, and he went straight to Paradise on that
very day. 0 the mercy of it! In Christ every believer is already
meet for the inheritance. No merits of his own are needed, nor
is a prolonged season of spiritual fruitfulness needed to produce
this meetness. He hath already been made meet.
Moreover, the apostle proceeds to say that God hath delivered
His people from the power of darkness. He hath delivered them
from the power of spiritual ignorance, the power of sin and Satan,
and hath translated them into the kingdom of His dear Son. They
now have redemption through Christ's precious blood, even the
forgiveness of all their sins. Here again, what reason there is to
give thanks unto our God. We are a redeemed people. We are
a pardoned people. We are already in the spiritual kingdom of
oUI Lord Jesus Christ, and we are heirs of the heavenly department
of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him.
For such mercies let us indeed give thanks unto our God.
4. Fourthly, we are taught to give thanks to God tor all the work of
grace in our hearts.
We need to thank Him that the soil of our hearts had been
prepared by Him to receive the good seed of the Word when it was
sown. This is what the apostle did in reference to the Thessalouian
saints. He says, " For this cause also thank we God without ceas'ing,
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because, when ye received the Word of God which ye heard of us,
ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word
of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe"
(1 Thess. ii. 13). The message of the Gospel which the apostle
preached was not his own message. It was a message from God.
It was the Word of God. It came to them not" in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost." They were led by
God to see that it was not a mere human message which might be
disregarded, but it was a message which came from God. It was
a message which therefore commanded their attention, a message
wholly trustworthy and reliable. It was a message which told the
truth about their sin, and their peril. It was a message which also
proclaimed the gracious provision which God had made for their
deliverance from the wrath to come. Many hear this message and
are nuiu/luenced by it. Their hearts are hardened or preoccupied
and the message has no saving effect upon them. The devil catches
away that which was sown. If, however, a hearer hears the Word
with the inward ear, if that Word is quick and powerful to convict
him of sin; if that same Word reveals to him that the Lamb of
God was wounded for his transgressions; and if he is led to believe
on Christ to his soul's eternal salvation, then he receives the Word
as the Word of God. And how is it that He thus receives it? It
is because He is "taught of God." He" hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father," and hence he cometh unto Christ and is
saved (see John vi. 35, 37, 44, 45).
If this describes our case, dear readers, shall we not thank God
without ceasing?
Moreover, all the graces wrought in us by the Spirit are grounds
of thanksgiving to God. Faith in the Lord Jesus, love to the
saints, hope of future glory, are all grounds of thanksgiving to
God; for all these graces come from Him. Writing to the Colossians the apostle says, " We give thanks to God and the Father 0/ OU1'
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your
faith in Christ Jesus and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven" (Col. i. 3-5. See
also Eph. i. 15, 16; 1 Thess. i. 2, 3; 2 Thess. i. 3, 4; 2 Tim. i. 3, 5).
The Apostle Paul says, " I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, Who hath
enabled me, for that He cotmted me faitbful, putting me into the
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ministry" (1 Tim. i. 12). Here is another ground for thanksgiving.
Who am I that I should have an opportunity of ministering the
Word whether publicly or privately. If a man is called to the
ministry of the Word, let him indeed give thanks unto God for the
grace which has made him what he is. We have nothing which we
did not receive.
Then, for victory over indwelling sin thanks should be given to
our all-sufficient God. "Wno shall deliver me from the bodv of
this death ~" the apostle asks. His answer is, "I thank God
through Jesus Clu'ist our Lord." It is He Who by His Spirit
enables us in some measure to mortify the deeds of the body. In
reference to other things His servants who minister the Word may
say, "Thanks be unto God, Which always leadeth us in triumph
in Christ, and maketh manifest through us the savour of His knowledge in every place" (2 Cor. ii. 14, R.V.).
5. Fifthly, we are taught to give thanks to God for all temporal
nzermes.
" The Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took
bread: and when H 3 had given thanks, He brake it, and said,
Take, eat" (1 Cor. xi. 24). He knew the awful experience through
which He was about to pass, but before breaking and distributing
the bread He gave thanks to His Father for providing it. Let us
not forget that meats have been created by God "to be receiv:;d
with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth"
(l Tim. iv. 3, 4). One of the sins of the ungodly is thus described:
"When they knew God, they glorified H1m not as God, neither
were thankful" (Rom. i. 21). They enjoyed the temporal benefits
bestowed by their Creator, but they failed to thauk the Divine
Benefactor. Hath not God fed us all through the year which is
past ~ Doth He not give us daily our daily bread ~ Let us therefore give Him thanks before we partake thereof. Do not let us
say, " For what we are about to receive lnay the Lord make us truly
tlULnkful." Let us not pray merely that we may be thankful,
but let us really and truly give thanks. "0 give thanks unto the
Lord 'Who giveth food to all flesh; for His mercy endureth for
ever" (Psalm cxxxvi. 1, 25).
The Lord not only provides for His people, however, but He
protects and delivers them. Think of His protecting and delivering
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mercies, and then give thanks unto Him " Who delivered us from
so great a death, and doth deliver; in Whom we trust that He will
yet deliver us; ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for
the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks
'TOOy b3 given by many on our behalf" (2 Cor. i. 10, 11).
National blessings are also a ground of thanksgiving. The
apostle exhorts that "supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
gimng of thanks, be made for all men," including Kings and all that
are in authority, that God's people may live" a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and honesty" (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2). In other words,
we are to seek the peace of the country in which we dwell, pray
for its rulers and give thanks for the temporal mercies we enjoy
under their government (see Jer. xxix. 7). How many are the
mercies we enjoy under English government. Let us thank God
for these favours.
6. Sixthly, we are taught to give thanks to God for final mc/my
and glory.
One of the most comforting truths of the Gospel is the assurance
of "the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting." The
blessedness set forth in that truth is due to our -Lord Jesus Christ.
It is part of that great salvation to which God has appointed His
people. As Christ rose from the dead, so all who are in vital union
with Him will be made alive or changed when He comes again.
There is a resurrection of the unjust, but it is a resurrection to
condemnation. The resurrection of the just will be a resurrection
unto eternal life and blessedness. In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump the believing dead shall be raised, and
living believers shall be changed. "This corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." "Then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory." By what power will this wonderful
victory over death be achieved ~ It appertains only to God to
raise the dead. Hence the apostle says, " Thanks be to God, Which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv.
57).
7. Finally, we are taught to give thanks to God always and for all
things.

" Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father
2

•
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in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. v. 20). We have
always much reason to praise our God and to render unto Him
thanksgiving. All our prayers, therefore, must be accompanied
with thanksgiving. "In everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God"
(Phi!. iv. 6). Let us begin the New Year, then, with thanksgiving
to God. His mercies have abounded. They will abound in the
future. Therefore let us seek to abound in thanksgiving.
"We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
Whitingtcm Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
THE

THE SUPERNATURAL GOSPELS.
"I WONDER whether everyone present is aware that in the whole
realm of literature we cannot find a single instance of a perfect man
or woman. . . . And yet here, in the four Gospels, written not by
Iit<lrary geniuses, but by ordinary men-Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
-there has been for two thousand years the record of a perfect life.
Did the record invent the character, or the character produce the
record? As someone has said, if Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
invent<ld the character of Jesus, we are in the presence of a literary
miracle greater than anything that our Lord ever wrought. The
Gospels, with their portrait of the perfect Man, are only to be explained
on the basis of the supernatural."-Dr. G,.ijfith Tlwmas.

A CHEERING TESTIMONY.
TOWARDS the end of October last we received a cheering letter from a
lady who had been influenced to become a subscriber through a friend.
She informs us in her letter that she and her sisters had" much pleasure
in sending a postal order for ten shillings towards the expenses of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. A friend kindly lent us some of the magazines
last year, and we are now taking it regularly. When read we forward
it to a dear sister in Australia. We find the GOSPEL MAGAZINE the
greatest spiritual comfort and help in our daily lives, and we are so
truly thankful that it takes such a firm stand for the inspiration of the
Word of God from cover to cover."
We hope that many more of our readers may be enabled to exercise
a similar influence on some of their friends. Let us pray that the
magazine may through God's grace and blessing become an increasing
power for good.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" His name shall erulUl'e for eve,',' His name shall be continued as long
. as the sun: and men shall be blessed in Him,' all nations shall call
Him blessed."-PsALM lxxii. 17.
THE heading to this Psalm reads, " a Psalm for Solomon." But the
heart of the spiritual reader is led out, as the eye glances through the
verses, to perceive quickly that" a greater than Solomon is here." It
is full of His Name, Whom David and all the Old Testament seers
sought to extol. It stands out in these 20 verses, in holy and bold
prominence, indisputable, authoritative, eternal, and yet in all the
sweet majesty of Love and Pity joined with Power. It is His Name
that the mind is directed to at this season, and may it prove a suitable
word at the co=encement of another year to us who are privileged
and spared to cross its threshold. We shall need that all-efficacious
Name in the days of the untrodden path. Constantly shall we have
oause to plead it and its all-prevailing merits, as sin overtakes us, and
rises up in us to our sorrow and confusion. Every cry wrung from
the heart in deepest sorrow and bitterest woe ll)ust needs contain the
words "For J esu's sake" if it would gain a hearing with our
Heavenly Father. He cannot refuse then, He cannot turn away His
mercy nor the son's and daughter's prayer, that pleads for the sake of
His dear Son. It is in the Name of Jesus that sinners plead for forgiveness. It is in the Name of Jesus they are made whole. The Apostle
Peter hesitates not to reiterate this thrice precious Name before all the
men of Israel in Solomon's porch who had greatly wondered at the
miracle recently performed. Peter had said to the lame man, carried
to the temple (for he had never walked in his life), " In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." That was better than
all the" silver and the gold," even if the apostle had had it to give.
But he had" none," and yet. in the all-prevailing Name of Jesus the
man r~ceived health and strength to walk, to leap, and to praise his
healing and blessillg-bestowingGod. And when the people marvel
and question, Peter renounces all creature ahility or merit. "Why
look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we
had made this man to walk 'I" And after bringing home their sin of
condemning and delivering up the Holy and Just One to the death
of awful shame, he preaches the Gospel of a Risen and Exalted Christ,
and declares, " And His Name, through faith in His Name, hath made
this man strong whom ye see and know; yea, the faith which is by
Him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all."
Thus it is in this thrice hlessed Name that sinners are pardoned, made
whole, reconciled, blessed, and dismissed in peace. It is in the Name
of Jesus saints likewise plead for forgiveness and washing and renewal,
as sin defiles the conscience and trips us up in our walk. It is the One
and all-prevailing Name they fly to. They get no rest or comfort
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otherwhere. It is that thrice-blessed and glorious Name of Jesus
which the Father found for His well-beloved Son, and sinners and saints
are convinced, that" there is none other Name under Heaven whereby
they can be saved." The saintly Romaine wrote, "The Scriptures
have given Him the names and attributes of God and have ascribed to
Him the works which none but the Almighty Creator and all-wise
Preserver of the world could perform. He is called J ehovah, the
incommunicable name of the Divine Essence, and Emmanuel, which is,
being interpreted, God with us."
He is Jehovah-Jesus, mighty to save, to redeem, to keep, and to
bring Home to glory every sinner for whom He outpoured His precious
blood, and for whom He now appears before His Father's Face.
"My advocate appears for my defence on high,
The Father bows His Ear, and lays His thunder by;
Not all that hell or sin can say,
Shall turn His Heart, His Love away."
No wonder, beloved, that you and I can set to our seal that" His
Name is great in Israel." We take our place among those who" praise
the name of the Lord, for His Name alone is excellent; His glory is
above the earth and heaven." The immortal Watts, whose hymn we
have just quoted, is lost in wonder, love, and praise, as he attempts to
sing of this precious Christ.
H

Join all the glorious names of wisdom, love, a.nd power,

That mortals ever knew, that angels ever bore;
All are too mean to speak His worth,
Too mean to set my Saviour forth."

It is that wonderful or secret Name of which the angel of the Covenant
testified to Manoah. In the same language did the Messianic prophet
declare, " His Name shall be called Wonderful." This thrice glorious
Name prevails in Heaven's High Courts for the greatest sinner and
the feeblest saint who plead it. Hear the words of John concerning
Him. "He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But
as many as reeeived Him, to them gave He power (the right or privilege) to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His
Name."
See, oh, see what glories are enfolded in this heavenly theme! His
Name! "The King" was to have "all judgment committed unto
Him," and of this He declared the truth when as th'eir Risen Lord He
said to His disciples, " All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in
earth." He it was who judged the people with righteousness. The
mountains brought peace and the little hills righteousness unto them.
In that blessed Gospel day He truly eame " down like rain upon the
mown grass, as showers that water the earth." And whl\.t a beautiful
simile is that of " an handful of corn" given of Him as descriptive of
that" corn of wheat" which should presently die that it might not
abide alone but bring forth and thus fulfil the glorifying of His Name.
" An handful of corn" in the smallness of His Gospel Day, when He
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was poor and despised and of no reputation. But if one grain of corn
sown in the earth yields such increase to the husbandman, what is
that compar~ with Christ's Kingdom, when the "handful of corn"
which He sowed unto everlasting life for His redeemed by His death,
bears fruit. "Christ the Firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's
at His coming," " a multitude which no man can number" !
Oh, beloved reader, thrice blessed is our portion if we have an interest
and hope in this great and glorious Name of Jesus, that Name which
shall endure for ever. "His Name shall be continued as long as the
sun; and men shall be blessed in Him; all nations shall call Him
blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who only doeth
wondrous things. And blessed be His glorious Name for ever; and
let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen a.nd Amen." His
Name Which" is as ointment poured forth" will supply all your need
in the coming days few or many that you may be spared to see of 1923.
His Name will be your only but all-prevailing plea before your Heavenly
Father's Throne. That Name represents your Advocate on high. His
Name contains all-prevailing power with God. No wonder we love to
sing of that Name so sweet" in a believer's ear," as John Newton says.
Philip Doddridge says, " Jesus, I love Thy charming Name, 'tis music
in mine ears." We desire to tell forth the praises of that Name all
through our lives, and to speak the honours of it " with our last labouring breath." Oh, how can we tell forth all the suitability of this Name
that is above every name. It is a Name associated with the unsuJlied
righteousness, holiness, strength, mercy, love, grace, and truth of the
Triune God! "And in His Name shall the Gentiles trust" !
In " His Name" lies all our hope for eternity. In" His Name" is
all our plea. In" His Name" the missionary in China, India, or any
part of the world who labours faithfully sowing the seed of the eternal
word of Life, may expect a ripening harvest" in due season." In" His
Name" the preacher of the everlasting Gospel, the humblest City
misgionary, the district visitor, or tract distributor, the Bible-class
leader, the Sunday-school superintendent and teacher alike may sow
in hope and expectancy. "His N arne shall have issue" is the R.V.
marginal reading. And the Gospel of this all-prevailing name of Jesus
will be as the word declares, " an handful of corn in the earth." It
will beget children of every nation, kindred, tongue, and clime. His
Name shall be great indeed, great as to its accomplishments and its
endurance and its blessings. That great Name, the I Am of every
page of the blessed Scriptures of Truth from the first book to the last,
is He Whom all His brethren, brought nigh to God through its efficacy,
will praise throughout all the countless ages of eternity. "His servants
shall serve Him: and they shall see His Face; and His Name shall be
in their foreheads."

R.

is a cause of every chastening ~ and that cause is from
ourselves, and therefore, no cause to complain."-Elisha Ooles.
". THERE
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REDEMPTION.
A SERMON PREACHED AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE S.G.V.
ON TUESDAY, MAY 2ND, 1922, BY THE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A.,
B.D., INCUMBENT OF HOLY TRINITY CHURCH,
BUXTON, IN GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL,
LONDON.
" In whom we haoo redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness
of sinS."-COL. i. 14.
THE special words to which I wiII draw your thoughts this everting are
contained in the text which I read out at the beginning: "In whom
we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins."
If you have the Revised Version you will notice that the clause
" through His blood" is omitted, but it is found in the parallel passage
in Eph. i., and we can on no account afford to omit it in our con:
sideration of this text to-night. It is a very solemn thought, as we
approach words like these, that there is a profound meaning in them,
to the bottom of which we can never get. Indeed, this is true of all
God's words. This book of God is so unlike all other books in this.
We can get to the bottom of an ordinary book possibly at one reading,
or two or three, as the case may be, but however many times we read
through this Word we can never get to the bottom of it; it is a well
that is very deep, and we have nothing with which to sound its depths.
If one needed any argument to prove what is commonly known as
verbal inspiration, I think we have it in this fact, tbat there is such
a profundity of meaning in the very words of Holy Writ that makes
it a book unique, apart, by itself; there is a great gulf between the
Word of God and all othcr books. It seems to me that that in itself,
apart from other grounds, proves that there is inspiration in the very
words of Holy Scripture.
In approaching this text we nced not resort to any artificial divisions;
it falls quite simply and naturally into four parts; the first having
reference to the Person of our blessed Redeemer: "In whom;" the
second having reference to the character of the redeemed: "in wbom
we have;" the third having reference to the nature of the redemption
itself: "we have redemption, even the forgiveness of sins; " and then
fourthly, the awful cost involved in securing this redemption for the
people of God: "through His blood." In the Ephesian letter there
is a fifth point emphasized, and that is the source from which redemption comes; it is "according to the riches of His grace." God
is rich in grace and abounds in grace; and because God is gracious,
because He is wealthy in grace, we have redemption in Christ, even
the forgiveness of our sins through the shedding of His blood. If I
do not say any more about the source of redemption in the course of
my remarks it is not because I am blind to it; I do praise God that
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He has opened my eyes to that, that the source of redemption and the
source of every blessing we possess is the grace of God; there
is nothing in me, no merit, no deserving of mine, it is all of
God. That I do not allude to it again is simply owing to the fact
that the apostle in this passage in Colossians does not allude to the
source.

Now I think perhaps it wili be profitable for us to begin, not in
the order that I indicated with the Person of the Redeemer Himself,
but rather let us look at the blessing first; "the redemption, even
the forgiveness of sins."
If you compare the passage with the one in Ephesians, you will
notice that in Ephesians this blessing of redemption is treated as one
link in a golden chain of blessings which begins with divine election;
but here it seems to stand by itself. In both passages, however, the
explanatory clause is added, " even the forgiveness of sins," and the
question arises at the outset, are the two expressions synonymous?
Do they both mean the same thing! Is forgiveness of sin a complete
explanation of redemption, or is redemption a wider and bigger term
than forgiveness, including in itself forgiveness and a great many other
blessings? May redemption be treated as a sort of purse in which
there are a number of valuable coins, of which forgiveness is one, or
is there as much in forgiveness as there is in redemption? Well, there
are pious and scholarly men who take one meaning; and there are
others of deep piety who take the other. There are men who think
that redemption is a bigger thing than forgiveness, and there are
others who think that forgiveness, according to the usage of that
expression in the New Testament, implies as much as redemption;
that forgiveness of sin is not, as we sometimes think, just simply a
removal of sin in the negative sense, but that it implies restoration
to Divine favour as well; that practically it includes in itself all that
comes in our Christian experience from the beginning to the endit is as big a term as that. There are those who hold that view, and
I do not feel disposed to differ from it; I think there is a good deal
more in this expression" forgiveness of sins" than people commonly
suppose. But in any case, whether that is so or not, what I ask you
to notice is this, that those who have been redeemed will most certainly.
be forgiven, and all who are forgiven have most certainly been
redeemed; they are equal in that sense. I believe that just as
redemption is described in its negative and positive aspects in verse 13,
so is forgiveness. Notice what is said there; there is a deliverance
from and a translation into; a deliverance from the power of darkness
and a translation into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Now that is
a description of redemption, and it seems to me it is a description of
forgiveness too. A deliverance from. We were all by nature, every
person here to-night, held under the power of darkness, we were in
the realm of darkness rnled over by the prince of darkness, and deliver
ourselves we could not. If deliverance were to come at all it must
come from .outside, and, blessed be God's Name, God the Father
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delivered us, He wrenched us (the word might be rendered), He
wrenched us out. As David wrenched the lamb out of the jaws of
the bear, God wrenched us out from the power of darkness, and
having done so translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
and gave us in doing so a nature and a capacity to enjoy even now
(it is not merely a future blessing) the inheritance of the saints in light
and all the bliss of heaven hereafter. All I plead for is that you should
think of forgiveness, when you do think of it, in the plenary sense,
in the fullest possible sense, in a sense that leaves nothing out; a
forgiveness as full as God Himself can make it. "Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man
unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there
is no guile." "We have redemption, even the forgiveness of sins."
o may that blessedness come upon every soul here to-night that has
not already experienced it. We can never know a well-grounded and
enjoyed peace until we have it; there can be no peace till there has
been pardon; if there is a peace before pardon it is a false peace, it is
not a scriptural peace, it is a peace that needs breaking up. When
we have redemption, even forgiveness of sins, then indeed we enter
into peace.
Now, secondly, at what cost was this redemption effected 1 What
was the price of it 1 "We have redemption through His blood, even
the forgiveness of sins." It was effected by the atoning death of God's
dear Son; nothing less could possibly have secured the deliverance
of the captives but that price paid down. It stands written for all
time: "Without shedding of blood is no remission." This is
the great truth that runs right through this volume like a scarlet
cord: "Without shedding of blood "-no remission, no forgiveness,
no forgiveness of sins. The sacrificial system of the Jewish people
in the Old Testament was designed to keep this truth constantly
before the minds of the people. When they saw the sacrifices they
were meant to realize the grievous character of sin and the costly
process by which alone it could be dealt with and put away. And
when" in the fulness of time God sent forth His Son, made of a woman,
made under the law," then we have this great truth of redemption
through blood proclaimed with all the fulness and clearness and
persistence that we could desire. The proclamation of the great truth
of redemption through blood is one of the characteristics of the New
Testament. And yet, beloved friends, is not it grievous to think that
there is not another doctrine in the Bible which to those who call
themselves" modernists" seems so utterly repulsive, and which they
hat{l so bitterly, as the doctrine of redemption through blood 1 Yes,
and I know someone else to whom it is repulsive; that is the devil.
It is very repulsive to him, he hates it, he has been overcome by it,
he has lost a multitude of captives through it, and he hates it with
a bitter hatred. It is a matter of indifference to the devil how much
religion people have so long as it is a bloodless religion; so long as
there is no blood in it, it does not matter how much they have. If there
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is anything that proves that the devil is behind all these false systems
that are clamouring for acceptance to-day, it is the fact that there is
no blood in them. There is no blood in Unitarianism, there is no blood
in Spiritualism, there is no blood in Christian Science, there is no blood
in Theosophy, there is no blood in any of these systems that are winning
adherence all over the country to-day; and yet as surely as God is
true, and as surely as this word is true, there is no redemption and no
forgiveness without it, none whatsoever. "Without shedding of
blood is no remission." "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone." "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." A
dear saint of God, who has now gone to his rest, once said: "I confess
that in all creation there is nothing so precious to me as the blood
of Christ. I look inward at my own sin-polluted heart and nature,
but in the precious blood I see all my guilt atoned for. I look back·
ward upon my sin-stained life which seems to cry for vengeance, but
the cry of accusation is silenced by the precious blood of Christ. I
look forward to the hour of death when, in my weakness, it may ba
that all my sins will encompass me round about; but the precious
blood of Christ shall disperse them as a summer cloud. I look downward to the pit which is my just doom, but the blood of Jesus Christ
has ransomed me from it. I look upward to the pure heaven above,
and I thank God that the precious blood gives me a full and sufficient
title to enter in. Earth has no treasure to be compared with it, and
heaven has no song loud enough wherewith to celebrate its praises."
I hope every loyal heart here to-night can say Amen to all that. Yes;
" We were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
from our vain conversation received by tradition from our fathers;
but with the precious blood of Christ, as a Lamb without blemish
and without spot."
.. Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."

"We have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of

. "

SillS.

But now, thirdly, what is it that gave the efficacy to the blood?
What is it that makes it so valuable? What is it that enables the blood
to secure the blessing of redemption and all other blessings to us?
What is it that makes it so precious? The glorious fact that He
who shed it is the Son of God's love, God's dear Son, God
manifest in the flesh. Not humanity alone could have done it;
not Divinity alone could have done it; but He who is perfect
God and perfect man: "In Him we have redemption through His
blood, even the forgiveness of sins." What a magnificent description the apostle enters upon when he thinks of the Son of God's love.
Where a.l\ is pure gold it seems unwise, perhaps foolish, to put one
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passage against another, but is there anything so sublime in word and
thought as the verses which immediately follow our text 1 I know
that there are various passages that might be put alongside them;
for instance, in Phil. ii. and in Eph. i. towards the end; in .John i.,
a few verses at the beginning; but none of them excel it, none of them
surpass it, and it seems to me that in these days of apostasy when men
are seeking to belittle the Son of God's love, it is well that we should
steep our hearts and thoughts in passages like these, that we may be
able to give an answer to everyone that asketh us a reason of the hope
that is in us. You know, those who brush aside the unique claims
of God's Son meet together in their Conferences, and they are not
slow to express their denials, and we, too, do right to meet in our
Conferences, and to express as boldly and as openly as we can our
belief in the Son of God's love. Not that there is anything new in the
statements of these Modernists; it is all very old, it is as old as the
apostle's day. Why, the very occasion of the writing of this Epistle
was a virtual denial of the Godhead of .Jesus Christ. False teachers
had gone to this little country town of Colosse, and they were teaching
a curious mixture of .Jewish Ritualism and Eastern Philosophy, of
which the late Bishop of Durham said it was a doctrine of God and
salvation which cast a cloud over the glory of .Jcsus Christ; He was
something in it, but He was very far from being all; and, as the Bishop
goes on to say, no surer test of Holy Scripture can be applied to anything that claims to be Christian teaching than this: Where does it
put .Jesus Christ 1 What place does it assign to .Jesus Christ 1 Does
it make Him something, or does it make Him everything 1 If it does
not make Him everything it is not Christian; it is not according to
the teaching of the Word of God. The answer of this Epistle, the
answer of the whole Word of God, is, "Christ is all ;" and to know
Christ, to know Him not merely mtellectually, but to know Him
experimentally, as the Holy Ghost teaches us concerning Him, to
know Him is the great and only antidote against all the pernicious
heresies of to-day; to know Christ; to know Him.
Now you will notice that He is set forth in a three-fold relationship
in this passage. His relationship to God is brought out in verse 15 ;
His relationship to creation in the verses which follow, and His relationship to the Church in verse 18. His relationship to God is set forth
in the phrase: "Who is the image of the invisible God." .Just think
of it! That is said of our blessed Redeemer, the One who shed His
blood for us to secure this great blessing for us; "He is the image
of the invisible God." God dwells in light that no man can approach
unto, and if God had not been pleased to reveal Himself to His
creatures they would have been in profound and utter darkness concerning Him. It is a matter for adoring praise that He has been
pleased to reveal Himself. He has revealed Himself in Nature.
What a revelation He has given of Himself in Nature: "The heavens
declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handiwol-k."
Day by day God is giving a silent hut a most majestic and universal
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revelation of His exis~ence and power, so that His creatures have no
excuse if they remain without a belief in His existence. But God's
revelation of Himself in Nature is incomplete. We might look up at
the sun and the moon and the stars, the work of His hands, and put
various questions to them; What kind of a God is it which exists?
What is His character? Is He a God of love? Is He a God of
forgiveness, who forgives sin! No answer comes. We need a further
revelation. It is given to us in Christ. He is the image of the invisible
God; in His own Person He makes the unseen God visible; He is the
express image, the exact counterpart of God; He that hath seen Him,
He said, hath seen the Father. He that is in the bosom of the Father
He hath declared Him; the word literally means expounded Him, just
as ministers expound their texts; they seek to explain their meaning.
So Christ in His own Person is a perfect exposition of the Father, a
perfect exposition of the character of God; and until we know Christ
we can never know God. If we are ignorant of Christ we are ignorant
of the true God. I know that men have gods of their own, gods they
create in their own minds, gods that are the result of their own speculations, but they are not the God of Scripture. We know His character
and His nature only as it is revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ.
" He is the image of the invisible God."
Then as to His relationship to creation; that is brought out in a
series of clauses which I can only briefly touch upon. "He is the
firstborn of every creature." I know the Unitarians would lay hold
of that and say, "Yes, He is only a creature." But the very next
verse contradicts that; it shows that He created all things, and it
does not mean what they imagine it means. The firstborn had the
supremacy, that was the portion of the firstborn, and that, I think,
is what it means. Christ is supreme over all; Christ the Lord of all
creation, He is the firstborn of every creature. He is the author of
all creation. Listen to this. I love to read it when they tell me that
He was merely a man; that He was a son of God just as we are sons
of God. Listen to this: "By Him were all things created that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers "-that is, all
the ranks of angelic beings whether they are pure and sinless angels
or fallen and rebel angels-they were all created by Him and owe their
existence to Him; "All things were created by Him." Why, a
man could not create an atom; even Solomon with all his wisdom
could not create an atom; he could not make a fly. But the Son of
God has brought everything, seen and unseen, into existence by His
creative power. Moreover, He is not only the Author of creation;
He is the End of it. All things were created for Him. Just think of
that! Everything that has been brought into existence was designed
to minister to His glory-willingly or unwillingly-all things were
made for Him. As Dr. Gill says, the whole world is built and kept
in being purely on His account, until He has finished the great matter
of the salvation of His people, and then the heavens will be dissolved
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and the earth will be bll'nt up; it will have served His purpose. A
wonderful God! He is not only the Author and End of creation;
He is the Upholder of all creation. Verse 17; "By Him all things
consist;" all things hold together. They are not held together
apart from Him; they would all lapse into chaos. It is the same
thought we have in Hebrews i.; "Upholding all things by the word
of His power." By the word of His power He brought them into
existence; by the word of His power He keeps them all going and
sustains them. Why, beloved, if these clauses had been spoken of
God the Father we should have felt that there was nothing incongruous
in them, it would not have diminished to the smallest extent the
majesty of God in our esteem; but, mark you, they are all spoken
of the One who lived thirty-three years upon this earth, the One who
went to that cross of shame, the One who shed that precious blood
to secure Oll' redemption; they are all spoken of Him, and they prove
indisputably that He possesses all the creative attributes of God and
all the power of God, that He is none other than God; "God manifest
in the flesh."
A word as to His relation to the Church. He stands to the Church
as Head to the body. "He is the Head of the body, the Chll'ch."
What does" the Church" mean 1 It was the late Bishop Ryle who
used to say there never was a word so misunderstood and so abused
as the word" Church." It has several senses even in the New Testament, which can only be discovered by the context, but I think there
can be no doubt at all as to what the Chll'ch is in this place; "The
Church which is His body." It is the Church of God-His elect. It
is the Church which is called out in the course of time from a fallen
world and brought into living union with the Lord Jesus Christ. It
is not any outward body-not at all-it is the mystical body of Jesus
Christ the Head, and what the human head is to the human body
that Christ is as the Head of the mystical Church to the body. What
is the head to the body 1 Two words, I think, sum that up; it is
indispensable and it is identical. The head is indispensable to the
body; we all know tbat. The body can exist without an arm, or
without an eye, or without a leg, but it cannot exist without a head;
take the head away and the body is a corpse. And if Christ the Head
was severed fTom His body the Chll'ch, the Church would be a corpse.
But, thank God, it never can be. The head is indispensable; Christ
is indispensable to His people. "Because I live ye shall live also."
Again, the head is identical with the body; they are both the
same piece, so to speak. The life that pervades the head pervades the body; what happens to the head happens to the body.
When the Head died the body died; when the Head rose, the
body rose; and seeing that the Head has gone into glory the
body will follow in due time, and the body will get to glory. People
may belong to this body or to that hQdy; they may belong to
the Episcopalian body, or the Presbyterian body, or the Baptist
body, or the Congregational body, but if they do not belong to
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this body-the mystical body of Jesus Christ, the body that is
knit by life imperishable to Jesus Christ-they must perisb. "He
is the Head of the body, the Church; who is the beginning-that is,
its source from which its life sprang-the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things He might have the pre-eminence;" and " He must
have it," said old Charles Simeon when he was preaching almost for the
last time in his pulpit at Cambridge, " He must have it, He shall have
it, He will have it ;" and again I say, every loyal heart will say Amen
to that. In grace as well as in nature He must have-God has designed
it-He must have the pre-eminence, He must occupy the first place,
the unique, the sole place.
One word as to the redeemed. Who are the redeemed! "In
whom we have." Who are the "we"! "We have redemption
through His blood." I need not pause on this to a congregation like
that before me now. You are all aware that redemption is derived
to the body from the Head, and it is the body, the mystical body,
that has it. "We have redemption through His blood." The" we"
refers, of course, all through the chapter to those who are in Christ.
" In whom;" you cannot have it otherwise. "In whom we have
redemption," we have it in Christ. If we are in Christ then we have
redemption, if we are in Christ in the purpose of God, if we are in
Christ in blessed experimental experience, then we have it. As Dr.
Gill says again, "There are no vicious humours in this Head flowing
thence to the body to its detriment, as from Adam to his posterity l
in our Head there is no sin, in our Head there is nothing but grace
and righteousness and holiness, and all these things are to supply the
body. In Him all the body has redemption, even the forgiveness of
sins through His precious blood." Of course, these benefits were all
secured to us when Christ took our place on the accursed tree, but we
only come into the experience of them as the Holy Ghost brings the
truth of substitution to our hearts; then we realize He was there
for us. We do not believe, therefore, in what is called a general
redemption, or a redemption that does not redeem, a redemption that
leaves the poor captives where they were to find their way out as
best they can. We do not believe in that. We believe in what is
called a particular redemption, a limited redemption to the body,
all that are in Christ, Christ the Head having satisfied for all the
members. And we can only pray that as we have been brought into
the experience of it others may, by the grace of God and the teaching
of the Holy Spirit, be led into the same blessed truth, too, and be able
to say, "He loved me, and gave Himself for me."
May God bless these words to us to-night. We have sought to
extol and make very high the Son of God's love; may we do it day
by day by a holy conversation and by a bright and blessed witness
in the power of the Spirit of God, for these are days when such a witness
is needed; these are .days of rapidly increasing apostasy. May God's
rich blessing rest on our Union and make it more and more useful in
these dark days, for His Name and glory's sake. Amen.
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HIS GOODNESS BEFORE AND BEHIND.

WE are just entering upon another year of grace (1923), and throughout
its course in regard to each detail, whether of happiness or sorrow,
whether going away or staying at home, whether in the sanctuary or
debarred from going, a loving Providence will go before, paving the
way, clearing away the real obstacles and barring from danger. "Thou
preventest or goest before him with the blessings of goodness," and
" surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my We "two sweet words for our New Year. May it be a very happy year to
each dear reader, a year of realized joy throughout, joy in the Lord,
finding daily by the Holy Spirit's illumination, more and more nearness
to our beloved Saviour, and consequently closer communion, and
deeper knowledge of His preciousness. Our Lord is " the Lord God,
abundant in goodness." He never faileth. Whether we look back,
recalling past years, or forward to possible years to come, we find that
"the goodness of God endureth continually."
And this goodness of the most loving Father is not only true in a
general sense, but blessedly so in a personal sense. For it is this
spiritual personal perception of Him, and His personal assurance, that
gives sweetness t<> the longing sonl. "Thou goest before him with
the blessings of goodness." There are blessings which have to be
passed through the sieve of sorrow in order to yield pleasant frnit.
There are blessings which are not perceived by the eye of sense until
the Holy Spirit anoints the eye of faith and opens out the vision of
goodness, tenderness, and love. Then, indeed, is the soul satisfied,
satisfied with all the I,ord's dealings.
Yes, and not only satisfied with the purposes and leadings in this
We, but also satisfied with the wondrous salvation in Jesus Christ, and
amazed with all its blessed security and marvellous love. At the
moment I recall the expression of dear Mrs. Doudney, wife of a former
beloved Editor of this magazine, who was called Home in December,
1867. Shortly before her departure Dr. Doudney said to her, "Dear
one, ' He hath done all things well.''' It was only as it were giving
her the keynote. She began, " It is a finished, finished, finished work.
All complete-complete. Nothing left to be done. It is all mapped
out" (raising her hand, and sniting the action to the word) " beautiful,
I never saw it in life as I do now." She was a Spirit-taught believer
during her earthly career, and knew the blessed truth experimentally,
but the Lord vouchsafed such a bright clear view in those moments
that she was enraptured with the sight and wondrously satisfiedsatisfied with the goodness of the Lord.
The Lord has "mapped out" for each of us during 1923 a rich
supply of goodness and mercy in Christ. This stream of grace shall
follow us all the days of our life. His providence. I daresay many
of us have heard of and seen the quaint old house in Chester with its
inscription, "God's providence is mine inheritance." We who have
ourselves been acquainted with the loving dealings of a loving God
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rejoice to behold this personal testimony to His glory and faithfulness.
This man, who, "strong in faith," centuries ago braved the worldlywise cautions and advice in the plague-stricken city of Chester,
remaining in it, trusting implicitly in the omnipotent care of God which
surrounded him with impregnable forces, yet speaketh to us to-day.
We look up and read the words on the house that was blessed, with
sacred awe and profound reverence, remembering that" God's providence is our inheritance" likewise to-day, just the same as in the
seventeenth century for this godly man, this faithful believer. We
go on our way rejoicing in the same God.
And do not these words shed a radiance over the expression" providence " that it is our inheritance? The children of God inherit His
p"'oviding care. "Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast
laid up for them that fear Thee."
And, again, " The Lord Himself is the portion of mine inheritance."
That is best of all, for having Him we have all besides. "Christ in us
the hope of Glory." Moreover," ou,. life is hid with Christ in God."
What can we add more, dear trembling child, of the Almighty Father
to thee?
H

Jesus, my life is Thine,

And evermore shall be
Hidden in Thee!
For nothing ca.n untwine

Thy life from mine."
This is our happy position for ever-joined together, and nothing
can separate us from the love of Christ. Let us rejoice in His great
goodness, the goodness that chose us in Christ, adopted us, blotted out
our sins, made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
"Thou hast.beset me behind and before," not with foes, but with
Thine own overwhelming goodness. We cannot fathom the depth
and height, the length and breadth of that love, the immeasurable love
of God in Christ.
"'fhou goest befol'e him with the blessings of goodness." "Surely
goodness . . . shall follow me all the days of my life." Indeed, on all
sides He protects and comforts His people. "Thou crownest the year
"ith Thy goodness." How many years of our pilgrimage has He so
crowned. The year, earnest of all the future, He hath already mapped
out for us. Let us look up, not around, and know that He holdeth our
souls in life, and that when He holds none can pluck us out of His
hands. . Jehovah Jireh! The Lord will provide. "God's providence
is mine inheritance."
" Years recede: the Christ abideth;
Time and change may do their worst;
All is ours, for Th01lt remainest;

Thou art Last as well as First."
" Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance."
be glad and 1·ejoice.

Fear not,
NETTlE.
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"I SAW-I HEARD-I SAID."

" Whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak." "Behold, I have put
My words in thy moulh."-JER. i. 7, 9.
THERE is a similarity between the sixth chapter of Isaiah and the first
chapter of Jeremiah. There is also a similarity between the careers of
these two servants of Jehovah. May the Spirit of God open up these
passages afresh to us as we compare them.
Both men were commissioned with an unpalatable message and a
thankless errand. Both were sent to a stubborn and rebellious people.
Both were specially prepared for service, and both delivered their Godgiven message fully and faithfully. Both were met by difficulty,
opposition, discipline, and trial.
Let us now compare the two chapters referred to. Having dwelt on
Isa. vi. in the November GOSPEL MAGAZINE, only the three heads need
be repeated. What the prophet" saw," " heard," "said" (verses 1,
5, 11). The opened eyes were followed by the opened ears and the
opened lips. This was succeeded by the full surrender of the whole,
man by the prophet, " Here am I, send me." The vision of the Lord,
the vision of self, and the vision of service were the order. He had
been" touched" by the" live coal," resulting in his unreservedly
presenting himself to God to be sent. The time and the circumstances
of this event are given (Isa. vi. 1). Now turning to Jer. i. we find
much the same. Again it was a stated time and place. "In the land
of Benjamin " (verse 1), " In the thirteenth year of (Josiah's) reign "
(verse 2), and" also in the days of Jehoiakim " (verse 3). Then the
Word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah. That opened his lips to
remonstrate and appeal. Yet there was no appeal for Jeremiah.
The Lord had chosen His servant and His servant's work, and at all
costs the servant must go through with it. But not alone! It is
just here that that beautiful promise and assurance is given which has
been such a strong standby to all the Lord's messengers from that day
to this: "Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever
I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid . . . for I am with
thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord" (verses 7, 8). Commission, message, opportunity, and strength were all in the hands of Jeremiah's Lord
and were arranged by Him. The servant went out at the master's
charges. Yet the flesh shrank seemingly, and the loving Master saw
how His servant's heart misgave him. Surely this was why the last
clause was added. And in His comprehension of Jeremiah's instinctive
fear, the Lord even repeated that sentence: "Be not afraid .. for I
am with thee to deliver thee," " Be not dismayed . . . for I am with
thee ... to deliver thee" (verses 8, 17-19). How frequently our God
meets our fears beforehand! To which of the saints and sinners of the
old days did He not say, "Be not afraid" and "fear not" 1 Over
and over from cover to cover of our precious Bible, we find these words
uttered and repeated. For fear is natural and faith is spiritual.
Therefore, knowing our human weakness, our loving Lord ofttimes says
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to us, "Fear not, only believe," and bestows the spiritual power to
enable us to do His will. He will still do thus through all time. His
worker is never alone. To-day, as then, the servant goes out at the
Master's 'Word and at the Master's charges. To us, as to Jeremiah,
the Lord says, "Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee. . . . Bc
not afraid . . . I am with thee." Where He sends us we are safe in
going. Unless He sends us we are best away. Oh! it is an lillspeakable rest and relief in our service to realize and remember that He
sends us forth to be used in His time and place and way. His sent
ones never really fail! Albeit we may not see results on earth, His
Word will prosper where He sends it, and we shall see up yonder how
far we were permitted to be the instruments.
When his J ehovah God had given this assurance and promise to
His servant Jeremiah, we read, " Then the Lord put forth His hand
and touched my mouth, and the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have
put my Words in thy mouth" (verse 9). As in the ca8e of the prophet
Isaiah, it was the living touch of the living Lord that was put forth
on the prophet Jeremiah, conveying His" Words" to the" mouth"
of the prophet, and opening his ears to receive them. Mouth and ears
thus being opened, there immediately followed the opened eyes-" I
see" was added to " I said" (verses 11, 13). Finally his whole body
was claimed for service, for strength and for suffering. "Gird up tby
loins and arise and speak . . . I have made thee this day a defenced
city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against
. . . kings . . . princes . . . priests . . . people . . . and they shall
fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am
with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee" (verses 17-19). As already
l'emarked, "I am with thee, to deliver thee," is repeated; spoken, I
take it, in the first instance to allay fear and in the second to convey
strength. "I am with thee "-the Lord's power with him, the Lord's
strength in him, the Lord's presence beside him. Surely the prophet
was equipped, prepared, and protected. Although in the Lord's dealings with these two men the order is different as to whether He
" touched" eyes or ears or lips first, all were eventually opened in
each case, and the whole being, spirit, soul, and body, was prepared by
the Lord for service, and presented to Him for use. Two of the
evangelists, you remember, refer reversely to the touch of the Lord
Jesus Christ when He was on earth. "He touched her hand and the
fever left her "-here is Divine power communicated; "as many as
touched Him were made whole "-here is Divine power appropriated
(Matt. viii. 15; Mark v. 56). To-day the Lord touches our various
members in His Divine sovereignty to draw us to Himself. The
preached Word heard, and the printed Word read, are still mighty to
appeal; or the Spirit may so powerfully convict the conscience of sin,
that the lips are opened first in confession and prayer. For our God
has endless means and unnumbered ways of touching His chosen
people. He has also plenty of time to accomplish His purposes. We
may try to hasten matters for shortness of time, but He never does
3
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and never needs to. As an old hymn writer has naively put it, " Thou
hast abundant time, 0 Lord, to carry out Thy plans." He neither
halts nor hurries!
. Hence, like the prophet Isaiah, the prophet Jeremiah was chosen
and called and faithful. Nevertheless from time to time he was wellnigh overwhelmed. Let us put verse 5 of the chapter under consideration-the Lord's declaration of blessing made to himself-side
by side with two other passages. The two latter are cursing and
complaints of cursing. In chapter xv. 10 we find the poor worn
man despondent and indulging in self-sympathy. He says hopelessly
of "men," "everyone of them doth curse me." -Well might he
murmur, "Woe is me," when that appeared to be the case. It was
ouly seeming, however-he still had some friends in reality. Things
are rarely so bad as we represent in our weary, weak moments. And
man's" curse," although it might discourage him, was yet powerless
to destroy him. The Lord's blessing and commission still held good.
The cursing of chapter xx. 14---18 is far more serious. The propbet
was in a terrible storm of conflict, distress, and rebellion, weeping
doubtless over the sins of his people as well as his own, when he fell
in his anguish of spirit to cursing his birth all round. Yet the much·
tried prophet did it. This is what he said: "Cursed be the day
wherein I was born;" "Let not the day be blessed;" "Cursed" be
those who published it; "cursed," practically, "let that man be"
who did not kill me then and there. Is this the same man, the same
birth about which the Lord spoke those wonderful words in chapter
i. 5 1 Yes! The man who was "sanctified" "before" his birth,
was yet permitted to reach such a pitch of distraction, that he " cursed"
the day and the birth that the Lord had so specially blessed, with a
long and bitter curse. Human nature had got the upper hand for the
time being. And doubtless, humanly speaking, the prophet was
wrong. No sin is condoned by our God, and man is wholly wrong to
pronounce such judgment on His works and dealings. But the Lord
forgave His servant and kept him faithful to Himself in spite of this
and the threats and dangers that met him. In spite, too, of all the
heavy discipline of his unequalled life. For no book in the Bible is
is so full of denunciations as the book of Jeremiah. And denunciations faithfully proclaimed will ever bring enemies, and involve
unspeakable trial to those who proclaim them.
They need proclaiming to-day, and to-day as then the Lord will
strengthen and uphold all His faithful messengers. Whatever trouble
and enmity may arise, His grace will be sufficient. May we be steadfast. May we shun not and fear not to declare the whole counsel of
God, including woe to the unregenerate and punishment to the ungodly,
even as the prophets of old proclaimed these things.
This is a fitting place for a word about the C.M.S. Over thirty years
ago as a family we came out from the C.M.S. and ceased to be subscribers or members of C.M.S. working parties, on account of thc
Bishop Blyth decision and other unpromising things. In the course
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of the years it has meant much ridicule, condemnation and persecution
from many fellow Christians. Just now some other people are starting
to take the same stand. To them also it will mean sorrow, regret, and
contention. May they be enabled to endure patiently, to stand firm,
and to contend in a Christ-like spirit. For in upholding the teaching
and the spread of the unadulterated Word of God, the inspiration of
that whole Word and every word of it; and declaring and adhering
to its complete Divine origin, we set our seal to Rev. i. 3 and xxii.
18, 19. This Word of our God is still in force to those who contend
earnestly: "They shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail
against thee; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee."
New Eltllam, S.E.9.

ELEAi'lOR CONYERS BOWER.

THOUGHTEl ON ISAIAH Iv. 10, 11.
" As the rain cometh down, and the snow, from heaven, and retumeth not
thithe'r, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater ; so shall My
word be that goeth forth out of My mouth; it shall not return unto
M e void; but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."

•

THE fulfilment of this Scripture, with its context, will, doubtless, be at
the final restoration of God's ancient people, the Jews. Its interpretation is dispensational; but meanwhile it has an application for us
Christians.
We have in it the use of a figure of speech called a simile, i.e., a
resemblance. The rain and snow resemble, in certain specified ways,
the Word of God.
1. We learn the source of the rain and snow. They" come down
from heaven," that i&, they are of God's appointment, to accomplish
His beneficent ends. There was a time, in Eden, when" The Lord
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth," but after the Flood, we
read the words of God, "It shall come to pass, when I shall bring a
cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud." All is of
God's ordaining. "As the rain cometh down, and the snow, from
heaven, ... so shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth."
The revelation of God which we possess, His message contained in
the Holy Scriptures, is God's "Word-1 Thess. ii. 13, " For this cause
also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received THE
WORD OF GOD which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, THE WORD OF GOD, which effectually worketh
also in you that believe." The rain and the snow come down from the
aerial heavens by the appointment of God; God's written Word came
down from the Heaven of Heavens; it went forth from His mouth;
it came from Him. And so we find, again and again, in the Holy
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Scriptures, such expressions as, "The Lord said," "The Lord spake,"
etc., etc. For instance, in the first chapter of this Book of the Prophet
Isaiah we find the words, "saith the Lord," or some equivalent
expression, used six times.
2. We learn that as the rain and snow accomplish God's design of
blessing, so will His Word. "As the rain cometh down, and the snow,
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but (the Hebrew here means,
, except it,' or ' until it ') watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth
and bud," so God's Word is not a failure! It will assuredly work and
accomplish His will in the earth. The visible, professing Church may
be a failure. It will be a failure, for the time is coming when, according
to Rev. iii. 16, the Lord will " spue it out of His mouth." But His
Word will avail for the quickening, conversion, comfort, and edification of the true Church, the whole election of grace.
3. Let us consider the simile. As the rain and snow" watereth the
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud," that is, Causes germination;
so, God's Word is a quickening, a life-giving Word, as the instrument
of the Holy Ghost. "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abidetll for
ever" (1 Pet. i. 23).
Then, we read, .. That it may give seed to the sower." Our Lord
Himself said, " The seed is the Word," and, " The Sower soweth the
Word." He Himself sowed the Word. "The Word which ye hear is
not Mine, but the Father's which sent Me " (John xiv. 24). It is the
duty of all faithful ministers to .. preach the Word." The ministers
of the Gospel are not called upon to read moral essays, or deliver ethical
disquisitions to their hearers, as is so commonly done in the" Sermons"
of the present day, but to .. preach the Word," the Gospel, for it is
" The power of God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth."
.. And bread to the eater." As the physical life of man is sustained
by bread, that is, food, so the spiritual life is nourished by .. The bread
that came down from heaven," the Lord Jesus Christ. He said, "I
came down from heaven," and, "I am the bread of life: he that
cometh to life shall never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall
never thirst" (John vi. 35, 38).
There is an intimate relationship between the Living Word, the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the written Word, the Holy Scriptures.
"Search the Scriptures . . . they are they which testify of Me."
And He is .. Bread to the eater," "The true Bread from heaven."
Countless numbers of the children of God have had a similar experience
to that of Job: .. I have esteemed the words of His Mouth more than
my necessary food."
11

0 ma.y our souls for ever feed on Thee,

And Thou, 0 Christ, for ever precious be."
Lloydminste'l' (Bask.),
Canada.

RonERT
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WORDS OF CHEER FROM DERBY.
IN December last we received a cheering letter from one of our readers
in Derby. The doctrines of grace are valued by many in that town.
Our friend writes: "We are very grateful to you for the way you have
ministered unto us through the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from
time to time. We look forward to its coming month by month. . . .
We have held a cottage m~eting at our house every Tuesday evening
for four or five years, and we get fourteen or fifteen persons present.
We have some very happy seasons around the Word of God. There
are a few old Trinity people who come, and who value the truths contained in that Word. Five of us take the GOSPEL MAGAZINE regularly.
I asked one dear friend if she were going to take it in again this next
year. Her answer was, ' Yes, for there is nothing like it next to the
Word itself, and I have had many a rich feast from its pages during
this year.' . . . I was very mueh struck with the article on ' Dancing,'
by the late Rev. W. Parks. I well remember when I was a scholar in
Trinity Sunday School, being then about thirteen years of age, that
one of th~ scholars asked our teacher, the late Mr. S., if it was right
to go to the theatre. I was under convietion of sin at the time, but I
dared not tell anyone, but I was eager to catch at anything that would
show me what to do. Mr. S. said, ' My dear lad, depend upon it, that
if you have to question the right of anything, you are treading on
dangerous ground. Avoid it by all means, for by so doing you
will be kept from many a snare.' Then he went on to show
that you could not ask God's blessing on going to such a plaee.
Although this took place 43 years ago, it has kept me from many a
snare and pitfall. I have never been in a theatre in my life, neither
do I want to go to one. It has no charms for me. I would rather go
to a prayer meeting a thousand times over. On behalf of the readers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE I am asked to express to you our grateful
thanks for the many helps by the way you have been enabled through
its pages, and by the Holy Spirit's guidance, to minister to us. Last
Monday evening we heard the Rev. Mr. Peacock, of Buxton, telling
us how we were brought into the Lord's family. It was by the new
birth, by being born again. It was sweet to listen to him. He was
preaching at St. Peter's, Derby, from John iii. 7."
Mr. Peacock is one of our readers. We hope he will note this for
his own encouragement. Our friend goes on to say: "How pleased
we are to read the account of your dear son in China (in the December
issue). It must be a great joy to you and Mrs. Houghton to know
that your own son has been so signally honoured by being ealled by
grace, and then called to the ministry to go out into heathen lands to
tell the good news to those poor heathen people. We do pray that the
Lord of hosts will bless him by giving him souls for his hire and make
him a blessing to all with whom he eomes into contact."
It was our privilege to minister in Trinity Church, Derby, for about
thirteen months in the year 1897-8 as the Rev. Henry Martin's curate,
and it is a joy to know that many who then attended that Church
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continue to value the precious truths for which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
stands. Our warm Christian greetings to our Derby readers.
Mrs. Houghton reminds us that Mr. S., the Sunday-school teacher
referred to above, made a striking remark to her after a Wednesday
evening service at Trinity Church, Derby. In conversation she told
him that we had had all the children then given to us, five in number,
down with measles. He replied, "Well, that has givel) you many
errands to the throne of grace, I know."

THE COST OF THE TEMPLE.
IT was after the ark had been brought to Zion with reJolcmg, and
when the Lord had given rest round about, that it came into David's
heart to build a house for God. And one day-or evening-as he
sat in his cedar palace, he unburdened his mind to Nathan the prophet.
He was full of the longing to make" a dwelling for the Most High,"
and to see his people worshipping there. How gratified he must
have been with the approval and sympathy of his friend and counsellor.
" Go, do all that is in thine heart, for the Lord is with thee." We
all know the feeling when at the close of a day we burn with some
plan or hope and absorbing desire, and our prayers seem without
words, for the heat that consumes them. But the morning comes
and the Word of the Lord (either by Nathan or without), and the
scene is changed. The Lord's thoughts are not our thoughts. Our
time is always ready. His is not yet come. He will pl'Ovide some
bettcr thing, and His promise of good to come embraces Illore than
we ask or think. It was a beautiful message which Nathan brought
to David, and his prepared heart melted with a sense of God's mercies
from the first day until then. His mouth was filled with thanksgiving
and with prevailing argument and prayer. Now he knew the will of
the Lord kind and approving. He might not build the house, he
would have a son who would, but he might prepare for the building,
in sure and certain hope that everything would comc in. And so he
sat before the Lord, wondering at His goodness and favour, and at
the largeness of His promise. Very soon the spoil of his enemies
was pouring in frorn Ammon, Moab, Zobah, and from wherever he
went. Gold, silver, precious stones-all were dedicated to the purpose
of his life. Why should he leave such green paths and get into the
wilderness? Why should temptation be so strong and he so weak?
Why should the triumph of the 18th Psalm be changed to the mourning
of the 51st? He must have other preparations than the triumphs and
victories of the battlefields, other collections than stones, however
costly. And so he left the heights, and in the depths God gave him, as
never before, knowledge and sorrow, repentance and prayer, forgiveness
and mercy, and hope. Solomon was born and Nathan called him
Jedidiah, because of the Lord. And the years rolled on. Thousand.
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had been collected. Solomon was coming to years. David was
growing old, and perhaps would have been content to leave to his son
all further arrangements, and depart not knowing where the" exceeding
magnifical house" was to stand. But the Lord meant that it was to
be on a piece of land of David's own that the foundation was to be
laid. David's own money paid for it, though it meant more sorrow
and pain and care. He seems, when all was over, to be amazed to see
what God had done. "This," he said, " is the house of the Lord God."
Mount Moriah was his own purchased possession. He left it to Solomon,
and departed in peace to the Lord, His Strength and His Redeemer.
He was the Lord's.
In regard to the great spiritual temple, Christ's hands have laid the
foundation, His hands must also finish it. He bore the pain, He paid
the cost. May He give us the grace to set Him always before us, to
count the present trials small, to bear one another's burdens, not
counting the cost, for He has said, "When I come again I will repay
thee."
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THREE ACTS OF SATAN.

IN the second epistle to the Corinthians we have a view of three operations of the great enemy of mankind. He blinds the minds of t.hem
that believe not (iv. 4); he beguiles unwary Christians (xi. 3); and he
buffets the saints and servants of Christ (xii. 7).
1. "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ should
shine unto them." How very solemn is the fact that men in a state of
nature are bound by Satan, led captive by him, ruled by him, and
blinded by him! The natural mind sees no beauty in Jesus, and
perceives not the glory of the Gospel. And those persons who hear thc
outward proclamation of the Gospel, and wilfully reject it, are judicially
hardened and blinded. "Therefore they could not believe, because
that Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their
heart; tbat they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with
their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. These things
said Esaias, when he saw His glory, and spake of Him" (John xii.
39-41).
2. "But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Evc
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ." In this chapter the apostle is replying
to those false apostles who had cast a slur upon him and his testimony.
" For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel: for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if
his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;
whosc end sball be according to their works." And it is a most solemn
fact that this process is extensively carried out in these last days by
the ministers of the great enemy, and that people are willing to bc
beguiled by them. What widespread corruption from simplicity is
manifest, what receiving of a different spirit, what acceptance of a
different gospel! Yet it is thought bigoted and narrow-minded to
utter even a kind protest against all this ungodly departure from the
faith, and to stand fast on the side of truth. The Lord most distinctly
tells us that it is the devil who sows the tares, and that the tares will
be bound in bundles to be hurned.
3. " And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abun-
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dance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh,
the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above
measure." Though this thorn was a gift to Paul from his Divine
Master, the hand of Satan was employed to convey it to him. It was
Satan who was permitted to afllict Job, and to bind the poor woman
with a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years.
But the grand distinction is this third operation of Satan consists
in the fact that his power is limited, his malice is over-ruled, and his
designs are made to contribute to tbe prosperity of the believer. The
enemy uses bis sieve with the intention of injuring the wheat: but
the Lord's purpose in tbat use is to detach the chaff, as in the case
of dear warm-hearted Peter. Not one grain of the wheat of grace
fell to the earth in his case. And here in the experience of Paul the
process wrought infinite blessing to him and to every saint of God
ever since. Kneeling where his Master knelt, he prayed thrice
(Matthew xxvi. 41) that the thorn might depart from him; and his
prayer was graciously accepted and answered.
Dear child of God, your thorn was chosen by Jesus in the most
infinite wisdom and the most perfect tender love. He did not trust
the choice of it to yourself. His answer to our prayer is always the
very best answer. The answer· we expected would often be to our
injury, and therefore it is withheld from us. He ever does" exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us."
WILLIAM ·WILEMAN.
Orid·1elJ'ood.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the beginning of another year we earnestly invite
the kind help of fresh friends in this God-honoured and God-honouring
work to the men of the Army, Royal Navy, and Mercantile Marine.
Probably no class of men are more appreciative of good literature
than these men cut off from home ties and often placed in a foreign
land or on the mighty deep, and it is a great boon to them to receive
the parcels of the book-mission. To keep these parcels going we
l'equire constant supplies of literature from our friends. The new
Annual Report shows over five tons weight of Gospel literature sent
to the garrison towns and naval ports at home and abroad. All who
love our soldiers and seamen will pray for God's blessing upon this
work now in its fiftieth year.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BmDER.
Bristol, December 1st, 1922.
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in fllemotiam.
THE LATE MISS G. COWAN, OF BATH.
OUR dear friend, Miss Georgina Cowan, was the daughter of a
former well-known Bath surgeon, Mr. S. B. Cowan, F.R.C.S., who
carried on an extensive practice at Queen Square, where his son,
Dr. F. S. Cowan, who died in 1908, succeeded him. Miss Cowan was
75 years of age and was one of two surviving daughters, the other
(Mrs. Lincey) living at Clevedon. Her only surviving brother is the
Rev. G. A. Cowan, Rector of Caundle-Purse, near Sherhorne, in Dorset.
When we began our ministry in Bath at Kensiugton Episcopal Chapel
early in the year 1899, the aged mother of Miss G. Cowan was a member
of our congregation. It was one of our privileges to minister to her
in her closing years. Since then two sons and three daughters have
been called away. The news of Miss G. Cowan's home-call came to
us as a great shock, as she only kept her bed about five days. Wc
know, however, that it is well with her. She had long heen consciously
numbered amongst the Lord's redeemed family, and we have therefore
the full assurance that she is now present with the Lord Whom she
loved and served. At one time she was a Mildmay Deaconess. For
some years she attended Kensington Episcopal Chapel and was an
earnest and diligent visitor amongst the poor. She was specially
interested in the blind and the deaf and dumh, and used to hring four
or five of them to the morning service and interpret the sermon on the
fingers of a blind person, while the deaf and dumb watched her and
thus appropriated some of'the truths spoken from the pulpit. Her
loving interest in those afflicted in these ways continued to the end.
For many years she has attended the ministry of our esteemed friend
Pastor J. R. Huntley, at Widcombe Chapel, Bath. She had gone to
live, recently, on Combe Down, and he visited her twice during her
final illness. She had worshipped at the Chapel on the previous
Sunday. Her home-call took place on Saturday, Nov. 18th, 1922.
Pastor Huntley writes, "I shall ever be grateful to the Lord for
condescending to make the ministry at Widcombe a help to her. We
shall miss her qniet, kindly presence. Thus the Lord gathers in his
loved ones." In a subsequent letter Mr. Huntley says, " Two traits
of character were very noticeable in our departed friend: (1) Reverence
in worship, and especially toward the name of our Lord. Undue
familiarity with the things of God were most abhorrent. (2) Her love
for the Word of God: 'Then they that feared the Lord spake often
one to another.' This exactly descrihes our friend. She so enjoyed
converse over the Word of God."
Miss Cowan had been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for some
years, and she not only read and valued it herself, but she had a
lengthy list of names of her poorer friends amongst whom the
magazine was regularly circulated. These greatly valued the opportunity of reading it.
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The funeral took place at Locksbrook Cemetery on Tuesday, Nov.
21st. It is remarkable that another godly member of our former
congregation (Miss Hick, of 6 Kensington Place) was called home on the
same day as Miss G. Cowan. How unspeakably comforting it is to
know that they who die in the Lord are blessed. They are with Him
and therefore they are happy.
THE LATE MR. ALFRED PENFOLD, OF SOUTHSEA.
ONE after another of the Lord's aged saints are being gathered home.
Amongst them we have to number Mr. ALFRED PENFOLD, of Southsea.
He was called home in his 91st year, on October 25th last. We have
known him for many years. Soon after we began to minister at
Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath, he and his family removed from
Devizes, where they were then living, and took a house in Bath, and
attended Kensington Chapel. After living in Bath for many years
his second wife was called home, and subsequently he removed to
Southsea, where he had lived before. While at Devizes Mr. PENFOLD
was for some time the 10caI secretary of the Protestant Alliance, and
he organized many Protestant lectures there. On one occasion he
asked us to take the chair at a lecture by the late Mr. Waiter Walsh,
author of The Secret History of the Oxford Movement. At Devizes he
frequently attended the ministry of the late Rev. A. E. Aldridge,
Vicar of Worton. He also greatly valued the ministry of Mr. Hemington, the pastor at the Strict Baptist Chapel, at Devizes. When
living in earlier days at Southsea the ministry of the late Rev. J. C.
Martin, of the Circus Church, was much appreciated by him. In fact,
if our memory serves us rightly, Mr. Martin was the means of his
conversion. Of this, however, we are not certain. Though a member
of the Church of England he valued the teaching of Strict Baptist
ministers. On one occasion as we were walking from the pulpit to the
vestry in Kensington Chapel, Bath, he said to us, using an expression
common, we believe, among Strict Baptists, "I heard you very well
this morning." On another occasion he told us how a hymn of Dr.
Bonar's, sung at one of the services, came specially home to him. The
first verse of the hymn was :"No; not

despairin~ly

Come I to Thee:
No; not distrustingly
Bend I the knee.
Sin hath gone over me,

Yet is this still my plea,
J esns hath died."
The great doctrines of grace were specially precious to him, and
before he came to Bath and ever since he was a reader of the GOSPEL
l\fAGAZINE. He was specially impressed with the teaching of Moses
to Israel in the ninth chapter of Deuteronomy, in which chapter Israel
are reminded that their entrance into Canaan would not be at all on
the ground of their own righteousness.
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He was a regular reader of the English Churchman. This Journal
is issued every Thursday, price twopence. We would recommend all
our readers to order it and read it regularly. It is published in the
interests of decidedly Evangelical and Protestant principles. Our late
dear friend keenly felt the prevalence of sacerdotalism in the Church of
England. During his long life he passed through heavy trials, but he
always spoke of the Lord's faithfulness. For many years he was
co-trustee, with the late Revs. James Ormiston and A. E. Aldridge
and Mr. James Inskip, of Christ Church, Leamington. It is only
about a year ago that he resigned his position on that trust. His
first wife was a sister of Miss M. H. Wilcox, of Southsea, who frequently
visited Bath, and with whom we have often enjoyed much Christian
fellowship. She, too, is one of our rcaders, and is now in her 85th year.
One of Mr. PENFOLD'S sons is a medical officer in the Navy, and he
himself was a retired paymaster in the same service.
What a mercy it is, that after his long life he has the unspeakable
joy of being with Christ on Whose merits he relied!
ltltote~tant

l5eacon.

PRIESTLY PERSECUTION IN SPAI J
By THE REV. Lms LOPEZ RODRIGUEZ, DIRECTOR OF THE FIGUERAS
MISSION, SPAIN, N.E.
SPAIN is the country which has added more names to the roll of " the
noble army of ma?'lyrs " for the glorious cause of the Gospel, than any
other.
The history of the Spanish Inquisition with all its atrocities, and
instruments of torture still exhibited in public museums, is enough to
convince anybody that the Church of Rome is not and has never been
the True Church of Christ. In some parts of Spain, Protestants are
still being stoned and sent to prison for giving Gospels in the streets or
for writing an article in the press on any dogma of the Roman Catholic
Church, as she is still inyested with Ecclesiastical and Civil power,
showing herself in her true colours.
In Spain there is still no liberty of conscience, only toleration. That
is why distribution of the Gospel is very often forbidden, and Mission
Halls have been closed where Christ Crucified has been preached. What
a sad state of things for a beautiful country like Spain that has had the
same opportunity of civilization as England!
Priestly persecution is still in activity in Spain, and the following
sad account of the last dreadful case which took place in one of the
Mission Stations of the FIGUERAS MISSION under my direction, will
prove to friends in England how the Church of Rome still countenances
persecution, and that if Protestants are not burnt alive as in the time
of the Duke of AIva in Holland, of Servetus in Geneva, and the Quemadero in Madrid, it is because the whole Christian world would risc and
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protest in the name of humanity and civilization against such wickedness and human torture.
About three miles from the town of Figueras, centre of this Mission,
there is a small village called Vilabertran. Evangelical Services and
Sunday School are held in a large Monastery which in 1046 belonged
to the Knight Templars, and there James II got married to Blanche,
daughter of the King of Naples. Little the abbot and Knigbt
Templars dreamt that after the lapse of nine centuries their monastery
would pass for ever into the hands of Protestants.
One of the first converts in this village who had the courage to leave
the Church of Rome and take the Lord's Supper in the Church of
Christ about forty years ago, was a woman called Manuela Delamun
Lloveras, who was better known by the name of la Serena, which in
Spanish llleans the night watchwoman, as her husband, who also
belonged to our congregation, was the night watchman of Vilabertran.
For all these years, dear old Serena had been a faithful soldier of
Christ, who loved the Lord and spoke of Him everywhere. Although
poor she never begged, but worked hard in the fields, and never missed
a single Sunday School or night service. The only woman in the village
who did not sell her vegetables in the market on Sunday (market day)
but preferred to lose in order to attend the Sunday School was our
dear convert, whose splendid public testimony did as llluch for our
propaganda in a few months as the tracts and sermons preached in
the spacious banqueting hall of the Monastery, now transformed into a
splendid protestant Church. Through her example and beautiful
character, many others have come, thank God, to be members of this
congregation. Her husband, who took the Lord's Supper before she
did, was killed whilst going on his night rounds. Though steps were
taken to discover the murderer, no clue could be found, but everyone
knew that his greatest enemy since he became a Protestant was the
Priest. . . .
But, alas! one day, at 6 o'clock in the morning, the sad news came
to us that Serena had passed away to her eternal rest with her Saviour.
She died last May, 1922. The same morning of her death, the Priest
of Vilabertran sent for her eldest daughter, Orsinia, and told her that
the funeral would be only conducted by him, that the body of her
mother would be bmied in the Roman Catholic Cemetery, and that the
bells would ring as is customary in Roman Catholic countries. Her
answer was ; " During the last forty years my poor mother has been a Protestant
and a member of the congregation of this village, and long before her
death she expressed her firm wish to be buried in the Civil Cemetery,
as you can read in this printed document signed by witnesses as the
Law demands, so that I must ask you please not to trouble yourself
about this affair and to respect the last wish and desire of my mother."
The Priest replied very angrily and in a loud voice :" If I don't bury your mother in the Roman Catholic Cemetery she
will not be buriecl at all." He claimed the body, violating the Law,
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but after death, as during life, he knew that Serena's soul belonged
entirely to Christ.
As requested by the eldest son of the Serena, once a boy in our
Sunday School and now a married man, called Adriano, we at once
committed the matter to the Municipal Judge of Vilabertran, who
clearly told us that by the Law the body had to be buried in the CiviJ.
Cemetery, as the document alluded to before proves that the Serena
had abjurated from the Church of Rome and wished to be buried in
the Civil Cemetery. He, in consequence, gave us a written official
document for us to show to the J\Iayor, so that he might give the necessary permission to open the gates of the Civil Cemetery. Much to our
regret the Mayor told us that as he thought it was a case of grave
responsibility, he would act according to what the Priest said to
him. We at once saw that he was entirely under the pernicious
influence of the Priest, as before parting he said ;" If I give this permission I shall get into trouble."
As a last resource, we invited the Mayor to come with us to put the
matter before the Priest; this invitation, much to our surprise, he
accepted, but after a long time spent in the Rectory proving how it
was against the Canons of the Church of Rome to bury a Protestant (a
heretic) in a Roman Catholic consecrated cemetery, and that the
signed document of abjuration which was exhibited and, according to
the Law, was sufficient to be able to have the body buried in the Civil
Cemetery, the Priest stood up, and, shouting at the top of his voice,
gave the order to the Mayor not to open the gates of the Civil Cemetery.
As the funeral had to take place at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, there
was no time to lose, so we went back to Figueras, and consulted the
Judge of the District, who told us that the affair was not in his
jurisdiction but in the Provincial Civil Governor's. Through the
telephone we communicated with the Governor, who, after hearing al!
we said, replied;" If you have the document you mention signed by witnesses, I see
no impediment why you should not bury the body in the Civil Cemetery.
The Governor then ordered the Commissary of police to go to Vilabertran, and tell the Mayor to FULFIL THE LAW. The Commissary,
in our presence, gave the order to the Mayor, but the Priest, who
thought his ecclesiastical authority ruled over the Civil authority, said
to the Commissary also in a very loud voice and proud manner ;" Yes, I will guarantee that the Law will be fulfilled, and I shall bury
the body." We then nearly lost al! hope that justice would be made.
As the clock struck 5, the old Roman Catholic Church bell began to
ring, and with its mournful sound told the peaceful villagers who had
gathered silently in the large market-place just in front of Serena's·
house, that the victory was gained by the Priest and not by the Protestants. Without the consent of the family, who, sad in their hearts,
were simply horrified to see what was happening, the Priest ordered
the coffin to be carried out of the house to be taken to the Roman
Catholic Cemetery. But just as the Priest stepped out of the house as

The Gospel Magazine

45

conqueror, and so that the whole village could hear, a relative of poor
Serena's said in a clear voice :" Please, Sir, we have all agreed not to accompany you to the Cemetery, as you have gone against the will of the dead who has been, as
you know, a Protestant for the last forty years, and because you have
trampled not only on the Law of the Country, but also on the principles
of liberty of conscience, which is the greatest of all human liberties."
The moment was a solemn one, and no one knew what was going
to happen, but, sad to say, the Priest once more ordered the coffin to be
carried to the Roman Catholic Cemetery; but we are very glad to be
able to tell our kind readers and friends, that the whole village
seconded the agreement of the family, and, to the satisfaction of everybody, the Priest and acolyte were the only ones that took part in the
funeral. In this peaceful but eloquent manner the whole village
protested against this last atrocity of Rome, which we are glad to say
has been most detrimental to the Roman Catholic Priest, as even some
of his own friends have been disgusted.
Although this is an unquestionable case of illegal inhumation, no
authorities have yet interfered, but, nevertheless, we have denounced
the great injustice to the Civil Governor of the Province, and we are
waiting his resolution.
This sad case will convince English readers that persecution and
injustice in Spain a.re a reality, and that these atrocities did not only
happen three hundred years ago during days of bigotry and darkness,
but are happening in the twentieth century in Spain, situated between
the old and new world, and still in the graveclothes of clericalism.
Please, kind reader, pray for Spain and for the FIGUERAS MISSION,
which for so many years has been toiling for Christ and exposing the
errors of Rome which ruin countries and degrade the morality of
Priest and people, replacing the will and the conscience of the Spanish
nation by the guidance of the Priest.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE~TD SOCIETY.
THE Quarterly Record for January has a portrait of the late Pastor
Frank H. White, author of the well-known book on " The Tabernacle."
There are also other illustrations and a variety of articles bearing upon
the Society. A new illustrated booklet, "Strangers and Pilgrims,"
has also been issued for enclosure in letters. New annual subscri ptions
are needed in order that the increasing claims upon the institution
may be met; 1030 pensioners in all parts of the country, and 8 Homes
for 200 of this number, are maintained. £45 daily are needed.
The Leicester and Leicestershire Auxiliary have recently held
successful meetings. The Rev. T. C. Lawson, M.A., gave an address.
Mr. A. Claude Adams, 10, Normanton Road, Leicester, will be pleased
to communicate with local friends.
Our esteemed friend, Mr. Ebenezer Carr, passed away at St. Leonardson-Sea, on Lord's Day morning, November 26th. He had been a
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member of the Board for twenty-one years and had rendered valuable
service to the Society. He had long been a contributor to the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
Valued help has been sent from Cheltenham, where our friend the
Rev. F. W. Dav;s, B.A., and his congregation at the Walker Memorial
Church, have instituted an Auxiliary.
The efforts of the Society's friends are cheering the hearts and
strengthening the hands of the Committee in this work for the Lord's
aged poor.
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANAC FOR 1923. Compiled by Capt. J. W. D.
BARRON, J.P. pp. 66 Price 2d., post free 2td. Bound in cloth
9d., postage Id. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2).
This is the thirty-fifth year of the issue of this handy pocket almanac.
Besides the Calendar, and Diary pages with the Table of Lessons, it
contains the King's Protestant Declaration, the Coronation Oath,
particulars of the Church Association, important information in
reference to Ritualistic Societies, the National Assembly of the Church
of England, the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure, List of
Bishops and Deans, and the usual postal information. All evangelical
clergy should obtain copies for private and Church use, and a copy
should be in the hands of every Evangelical Churchman.
THE PROPOSED REVISION OF THE PRAYER BOOK. By W. PRESCOTT
UPTON. Pp. 28. Price 3d. or 3/- per dozen, post free. (Church
Association, 13 & 14, Buckingham St., Strand, London, W.C.2).
This ably-written pamphlet thoroughly exposes the Romanizing
and Rationalistic proposals for the Revision of the Prayer Book.
These proposals are shortly to come before the National Assembly of
the Church of England. They include prayers for the dead, the
permissive use of the mass vestments, reservation of the sacrament,
and many other dangerous proposals. All Protestant Churchmen
should obtain a copy of this pamphlet. Parochial Church Councillors
especially should carefully ponder the proposals for revising the
Prayer Book in the light of this pamphlet. United and earnest efforts
should be made to prevent these proposals from being legalized. "The
legalization of the mass vestment in the Church of England would mean
a betrayal of her principles and a surrender to the Romanizing faction."
We have received the following pamphlets:THE BODY OF CHRIST. By JOSEPH IRONS.
BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS. By the REV. WILLIAM PARKS, B.A.
THE FULNESS OF COVENANT BLESSINGS. By JOSEPH IRONS.
They are all 3d. each, and may be obtained from The Secretaries,
Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 100-102 Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5.

