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trouble, by the comfort wherewith we owselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. l. 4.

A JOYFUL NEW YEAR.
" Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord."-PsA. cv. 3. '

warmly do we wish all our readers, young and old, at home
and abroad, a happy and a joyful New Year. The year which is
now closing has doubtless brought with it very varied experiences
in the history of those members of the LORD'S family who read
our Magazine. Temptations and testings of faith have doubtless
figured much in our lives. Yet our Covenant GOD has never failed
lis. His mercies have abounded. His compassions have been
unfailing. They have been" new every morning." We have been
much exercised in our minds doubtless by the continued unrest
amongst the nations of Europe. The awful earthquake in Japan
made us feel that we have a GOD Who can shake the earth. The
problem of unemployment, following upon the great war, has
distressed our hearts. Besides these things, we have noted with
much sadness the development of Modernism, Liberal Evangelicalism, and Sacerdotalism, besides the Arminianism which is
connected with all these departures from the faith once delivered
to the saints. We have been made to feel that those who" ask
for the old paths" and seek to walk in " the good way" are getting
fewer in number. The antichristianism of those who set themselves against the LORD and against His Anointed seems to be
increasing. Yet in spite of these things the LORD'S people are
safe and secure. "They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount
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Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the
mountains are TOlmd about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about
His people from henceforth even for ever" (Psa. cxxv. 1, 2). No
weapon formed against us can prosper. Nothing can separate us
from the love of GOD which is in CHRIST JESUS our LoRD. He
still careth for us. He still taketh pleasure in them that fear Him.
His eyes still "run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to
show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward Him" (2 Chron. xvi. 9). We are therefore a happy people.
" Happy art thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people saved
by the LORD, the Shield of thy help" (Deut. xxxiii. 29). The
GOD of J acob hath been mindful of us, and he will still bless us.
We who have tasted of His grace are numbered amongst those who
daily seek His face. Joy, therefore, should be our portion, even
•
if sorrow is mingled with it. "Let the heart of them rejoice that
seek the LoRD." This is our new year's message. The words were
primarily spoken to the seed of Abraham, GOD'S servant, and to
the children of J acob, His chosen (verse 6). But" they which are
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham." "And jf ye be
CHRIST'S, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise" (Gal. iii. 7, 29). If we belong therefore to "the household of faith" the inspired Psalmist says to us as we go forth into
this new year, " Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD."
Those who seek the LORD are a class by themselves. Of the world
it is written, "There is none that understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after GOD" (Rom. iii. 11). GOD'S regenerated and
living people, however, having tasted of His saving grace, feel
their need of seeking Him dally for fresh mercy, and fresh bestowals
of His grace.
1. Let us 7l0te some of the characteristics of them that seek the
LORD.
(1) They are a saved people.
" Let all those that seek Thee rejoice and be glad in Thee: let such
as love Thy salvation say continually, The LORD be magnified"
(Psa. xl. 16). Those who seek Him are identified with those who
love His salvation. And how is it that they love His salvation f
Surely because they have experienced it. They have been saved
through His grace. Through CHRIST'S atoning death they have
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been saved from the merited curse of the law. They have been
cleansed from all sin in the fountain of CHRIST'S blood. They can
say GOD "hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His Own purpose and
grace, which was given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world began".
(2 Tim. i. 9). No wonder they seek Him Who hath loved, redeemed
and sought for them, and Who hath found them and saved them.
(2) They are a holy people.
. "Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD 1 or who shall
stand in His holy place 1 He that hath clean hands, and a pure
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully. . . . This is the genera!i= of them that seek. Him".
(Psa. xxiv. 4, 6). The fruits of GOD'S salvation abound more or
less in the lives of them that seek Him. Their hands are not
habitually defiled with sin. When they seek the LORD they are
taught to lift up "holy hands, without wrath and doubting"
(1 Tim. ii. 8). GOD hath purified their hearts by faith (see Acts
xv. 8, 9). They have abandoned the vanity of idols, and they seek
to speak the truth with their lips. "This is the generation of them
that seek Him." Habitual seekers after GOD seek to sit loose to
sin, to set their affection on things above and to walk holily and
unblameably in His sight.
(3) They are a praying people.
That is why they seek Him. They feel their need. of Him.
They feel their need of fresh manifestations of His mercy, His
power, His grace and His love. The Psalmist teaches that they
that wait upon the LORD in prayer are they that seek Him. "Let
not them that wait on Thee, 0 LORD GOD of hosts, be ashamed for
my sake: let not those that seek Thee be confounded for my sake,
o GOD of Israel" (Psalm lxix. 6). Those who seek Him are a
praying people. One such seeker said, "Evening, and morning,
and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and He shall hear my
voice" (Psa. Iv. 17). All seekers after GOD can hardly help following his example.
(4) They should be whole-hearted in seeking Him.
Happy are they who do so. "Blessed are they that keep His
testimonies, and that seek Him with the whole heart." Blessed are
they whu can say, "With my whole heart have I sought Thee:
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o let me not wander from Thy commandments" (Psa. cxix. 2, 10).
Our approaches to GOD should be whole-hearted and sincere. "The
true worshippers shall worship the FATHER in spirit and in truth:
fOT the FATHER seeketh such to worship Hint" (John iv. 23). Such
worshippers are sure to receive blessings from the GOD of their
salvation.
2. Let us now take note of some of the reasons why those who seek
the LORD should rejoice.
(1) They should rejoice because the LORD stands by them.
Listen to what the Psalmist says. "They that know Thy name
will put their trust in Thee: for Thou, LORD, hath not fOTsaken
them that seek Thee (Psa. ix. 10). Is not this a precious truth ~
The LORD has never forsaken them that seek Him. He always
stands by them. They may be forsaken by earthly friends, but
never by Him. They may sometimes think He has forsaken them,
and they may wrongly say, " The LORD hath forsaken me, and my
LORD hath forgotten me," but the LORD Himself assures them that
though a mother may forget her sucking child and cease to have
compassion on the son of her womb, yet He will never forget His
beloved, chosen and redeemed people (see Isa. xli-x. 14, 15). He
hath expressly said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
Let the heart of them rejoice that seek Him; for He will never
forsake them. Let them go forward into this new year rejoicing,
assured that He will always stand by them.
(2) They should rejoice because He hears and delivers those who
seek Him. Hear the testimony of the Psalmist. He says, "I
sO'l1{Jht the LORD, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my
fears. . . . This poor man' cried, and the LORD heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles" (Psa. xxxiv. 4, 6). Here is one
who sought the LORD, and the LORD heard his prayers, and delivered
him from all his fears, and out of all his troubles. No wonder that
he said, "His praise shall continually be in my mouth." David's
GOD is our GOD. He has promised to hear our prayers. His
eyes are upon all the righteous, and His ~ars are still open to their
prayers. He that seeketh still findeth. Let the heart of them
therefore rej oice that seek the LORD. All through this new year
"He will fulfil the desire of tbem that fear Him: He also will
bear their cry, and \vill save them" (Psa. cxlv. 19).
•
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(3) Lastly, they should rejoice because He provides for them.

"They that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing"
(Psa. xxxiv. 10). This promise covers all our needs for 1924 and
for all the years which follow. No good thing will He withhold
from His people who seek Him. They" shall not want any good
thing." This will be true of every seeker after GOD. It will be
true on every day of the new year. It will be true always. Thus
they will always have reason to rejoice. "They shall praise the
LORD that seek Him" (Psa. xxii. 26). 0 then, "Seek the LORD,
and His strength: seek His face evermore" (Psa. cv. 4). Let the
language of our hearts be, " 0 GOD, Thou art my GOD; early will
I seek Thee" (Psa. lxiii. 1). Let us ever thankfully remember
that, " He is a Rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Heb.
xi. 6).
" Does not the word still fix'd remain
That none shall seek Thy face in vain? "

"The hand of our GOD is upon all them for good that seek
Him" (Ezra viii. 22).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
AUGUSTINE'S CHANGE.
" ABOUT that time, however, when he received the episcopate, a
decisive change took place in Augustine's opinions (A.D. 396). The
Scripture text which was made the means of leading his mind to the
decisive change, which he ever afterwards asserted, was: • Who
maketh thee to differ? What hast thou that thou didst not receive 1
Now, if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not
received it 1 ' (1 Cor. iv. 7). The conclusion to which he came was,
that' in conversion God out of the unwilling makes willing ones, and
dwells in those made willing.' "-Professor Smeaton's Doctrine of tlle
Holy Spirit, p. 331.
I AM told in this Book of an everlasting covenant. I read of ~. the
mercy of the LORD from everlasting to everlasting towards them that
fear Him."
I am taught that His people were "chosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world." I must read it here. 1£ I read
it, I believe it; ~nd if I read it and believe it, I must speak of it.Rev. W. H. Krause.
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LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM.
VI.-IN RELATION TO THE GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT.
" Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of truth, 1$ come, He shall guide you
into all the truth: for He shall not speak from Himself,. but
what things soever He shall hear, these shall He speak: and He
shall declare unto you the things that are to come."-JoHN xvi.
13, RV.

THESE words in reference to the guidance of the Spirit were spoken
by OUI Lord to His apostles. OUI Lord had Himself communicated
much -of Divine truth to His apostles, but He had yet many things
to say unto them, but He said, "Ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He shall guide you into
all the truth." The truth which our Lord had already communicated
to them was His Father's Word. He says concerning it, "I have
given them Thy Word." "Thy Word is truth." Again He says,
" I have given lmto them the words which Thou gavest Me; and
they have received them" (John xvii. 8, 14, 17). After His
resurrection OUI Lord gave them further instruction. But there
were many further things He desired to make known to them, and
He declares that He would make these things known to them
through the Spirit of truth-that Spirit which He Himself would
pOUI out upon them on the day of Pentecost.
The Spirit would
receive of the things of Christ and show them unto the apostles.
He would not speak from Himself; " but what things soev~r He
Rhall hear, these shall He speak" (verse 13, RV.). Thus OUI Lord
by this promise guaranteed to His apostles a full knowledge of
_all Evangelical truth. The Spirit, He said, " shall guide you into
all the truth" (RV.). There would thus be no part of the truth
which they needed to know withheld from them. "All the truth"
would be revealed to them, and they would thus be equipped both
in their oral and written teachings and utterances to communicate
to men for all time the complete and permanent revelation of
truth not already fully given in the Old Testament Scriptures.
This passage, -therefore, together with the other promise that
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the Spirit would teach them all things, and bring all things to
their remembrance whatsoever Christ had said unto them (John
xiv. 26), secured the full inspiration of the Gospels, the Acts,
the Epistles and the Revelation. Thus in the inspired Old
Testament and New Testament Scriptures we have a complete
revelation of all the truth which God has been pleased to reveal.
No additions can be made to it. The Revelation given is final and
complete for all time. To add to this Revelation or diminish
ought from it is to incur Divine displeasure (see Rev. xxii. 18, 19 ;
Deut. iv. 2). "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven"
(Psa. cxix. 89). By means of the Word of God revealed in the
Old and New Testaments the man of God is thoroughly furnished
unto all good works. The Scriptures of the Old and the New
Testaments thus contain all things necessary to salvation, for all
time, and for all men. They are our only, and our all-sufficient
and complete rule of faith and practice. "We are still able to
say, that only in transient moments of enthusiasm, and by some
insignificant and eccentric sects, has there been any definite allegation, that doctrinal communications from God have been received
since the last apostle died" (Canon Bernard in Progress of Doctrine
in the New Testament, p. 15).
•
A very different doctrine, however, is being taught by Liberal
Evangelicals. In the Memorial which they presented to the
C.M.S. on Nov. 13, 1917, they spoke of "striving to interpret
Evangelical truth in accordance with the Holy Spirit's guidance
in each succeeding age." This suggests that the Holy Spirit may
guide to a different interpretation of Evangelical truth in each
succeeding age, and if so He may guide to the proclamation of a
different Gospel in each succeeding century. He may thus supercede the very truths of the Bible which He has already revealed.
Writing on behalf of a Neo-Evangelical the Rev, F. Mellows said
that, " He is ready to acknowledge that God has spoken, and does
speak through the devout men of every nation, colour, and creed"
(Article in The Record, March 3, 1921). According to this the
Spirit-inspired Word is not confined to the Bible. It may be
found in the utterances and teachings of devout men of every
nation, colour and creed. If we would hear God speaking to us
by His Spirit, we'must go not only to the Bible, but we may hear
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His voice speaking through heathen sages, infallible
popes and
devout men of every nation and creed. To us this is most dangerous
doctrine.· It denies the finality of the Bible and sets aside the
injunction to contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered
to the saints. The doctrine that the Spirit guides apart from the
written Word is frequently suggested by the writers of Liberal
Evangelicalism.. The aim of the book, amongst other things, is
to restate" the elasticity of the Spirit's working" "and the progressive character of God's revelation in Christ" (p. viii.). The
Liberal Evangelical "is assured that it is God Himself Who has
been teaching the world, not only by His Church, but also by men
of science and by critical scholars, and he is resolved to prove all
things as well as to hold fast that which is good, to follow fearlessly
the Spirit of truth and to claim all knowledge as part of God's
Revelation" (p. 26, 27).
The doctrines of the men of
science and of critical scholars are thus regarded as God's
Revelation by the Spirit of truth. For example, the doctrine
that man has sprung "from some ape-like stock a million or so
years ago" (p. 301) is a Divine revelation. The teaching of
Genesis is therefore rejected in favour of the teaching of Darwinism.
" In fact," as C~non Barnes says, " the Holy Spirit is Giver of life
and Lord of life, Lord of evolution" (p. 301). Not content with
attributing the doctrine of evolution to Darwin, Canon Barnes
attributes the working of evolution to the Holy Spirit. All the
so-called "assured results·" of critical scholars which tell us that
the Bible." contains legend, myth, allegory, fable," and that
embedded in its narratives" are statements which, in the light of
modern knowledge, we cannot regard as historically true," that
" the writers of the Bible were men . . . not so controlled by the
Spirit of God that they were incapable of making any mistakes,"
that " we are free to reject as assertions of actual historical fact
some of the stories of strange happenings in the Old Testament,"
and that even many of our Lord's Own statements" are not to be
taken as statements of historical fact "-all these and many other
" assured results" (?) of critical scholars are held to be the teaching of the Spirit of truth, a Pli-rt of God's Revelation (pp. 83, 84,
97). All this. is enough to take our breath away. The Spirit of
truth cannot contradict Himself. If the doctrines of men of science
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and of critical scholars as set forth in Liberal Evangelicalism al'e a
Revelation from God Himself by His Spirit, then we can no longer
regard the Bible as the Spirit-inspired Word of God. We are
left w'ithout a chart, without a compass, without a lamp unto our
feet, and a light unto our path. Moreover, even the present-day
teachings of men of science and of critical scholars are not to be
taken as final and complete. Under their influence the Modern
Evangelical now teaches another Gospel from that which was
taught by the Old Evangelicals, but" He is conscious that his own
presentation of theological truth will in due time pass like theirs,
and that his own sincere effort to interpret the redeeming love of
God in Christ will be replaced, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, by new efforts in relation to new modes of thought" (p. vii.)
The writers of this volume, therefore, expect that in due course,
their Liberal doctrines will be relegated to the scrap heap. We
should not be sorry for that, but other presentations of theological
truth will then" under the guidance of the Holy Spirit" (1) be
made to a future generation. 'What sort of a Gospel will then be
preached they cannot tell, but presumably it will depend on new
Divine revelations of truth communicated to men by means of
other men of science and other critical scholars. The" assured
results" then are after all only of a passing nature, and we must
still " shift freely along the line of the Spirit's guidance from age
to age" (p. vi.). Where we shall get to in the end no one knows.
Canon Guy Rogers suggests that we are independent of the teaching
of the Spirit as given in the first century. He says, " The emphasis
falls on subordinating the past to the present rather than the
present to the past. The past is a school of experience rather than
a hunting-ground for precedent. Nor is it to be thought of as we
might think of two thousand miles of cable enabling the Spirit of
God to telegraph to us from the other end. We are in wireless
communication, and the Spirit of God acts directly upon each
generation. The power to create prepedent is always resident in
the present" (p. 45). According to this the past must be subordinated to the present. We do not need to find out what the
Spirit taught in the Word two thousand years ago. We are in
direct communi.cation with the Spirit now. He guides us now
independently of the past guidance given in His Word. He" acts
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directly upon-each generation." The tendency of this teaching is
to make men wholly independent of the written Word, and to
open the door for the wildest extravagance in doctrine and even
in morals. In Hardwick's "History of the Articles," quoted in
Dr. Boultbee's work on the Articles (p. 64), we learn that the
Anabaptists of the sixteenth century claimed to be immediately
inspired by the Spirit. The preacher was thus "independent of
the Sacred Volume, which he sometimes ventured to denominate
of its trans, mere dead letter,' obsolete in itself, and in the course
,
mission falsified in such a manner as to be unworthy of the faith
of full-grown Christians. Thus the last external check imposed
on man's presumptuous speculations ran the risk of being
summarily demolished; and if Anabaptism had prevailed, it would
have reared its throne upon the ruins of all ancient institutions,
and have trampled under foot the Word of God itself." This is
the danger with which we are confronted by the teaching of Liberal
Evangelicalism. God's Revelation already given is being rejected
and in its place so-called new revelations are being received.
Canon V. F. Storr, one of the writers in Liberal EvangelicaI1:sm, says,
" If there is a full recognition that the Spirit has yet much to say
to the Church, and that God is always revealing new truth,
Evangelicals may make a very important contribution towards
the fuller life of the Church of England" (Article in The Record,
July 19, 1923, p. 464). If" God is always revealing new truth" it
follows that the Bible is not His final and complete rule of faith
and practice. We can therefore never be certain of the abiding
character of any truth. The truths of yesterday may be superseded by the new truths which are being revealed to-day. The
old Gospel may be superseded by a brand-new Gospel for the
twentieth century, and other Gospels may follow. How different
from this is the teaching of the Apostle Paul when he says, " Though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you
than that which we have prt)ached unto you, let him be accursed"
(Gal. i. 8). To him all Gospel truth was permanent, abiding,
unchangeable and eternal. So, as the Apostle Peter says, "The
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which
by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Pet. i. 25). Referring to
" the results of modern Biblical scholarship," Canon V. F. Storr
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says that" though not all the conclusions of criticism may stand
the test of time and be found finally correct, though revision and
readjustment may be necessary, yet here is an achievement which,
viewed broadly, can only be attributed to the illumination of that
Spirit of Truth whom Christ promised as our guide into all truth"
(Liberal Evangelicalism, pp. 81, 82). Evidently the Canon acknowledges that there is considerable uncertainty about the teachings
of the scholars and critics. Still, viewed broadly, he attributes
these teachings to the illumination of the' Spirit of Truth. He
claims that these men who tell us that the Bible is mythical,
fabulous and legendary, that its writers were mistaken in many of
their statements, and that even Christ's own teachings are not
all to be trusted-these men who say all this-are illuminated by
the Spirit of Truth. If this be so, then the Bible is not the work
of the Spirit of Truth, and we are absolutely dependent on the
uncertain teachings of professedly Spirit-illuminated critics for any
grain of truth which we may desire to know. Yet Canon Storr
says that the critics are illuminated by " that Spirit ot Tr·uth whom
Christ promised as our g·uide into all the truth." But according to
Canon Storr's own teaching we cannot be sure that Christ promised
anything. The promise of the Spirit's guidance is recorded in
John's Gospel, but according to Canon Storr the author of John's
Gospel" puts into the mouth of Jesus words which we cannot
always be sure that He uttered" (p. 93). Well, can we be sure
that our Lord Jesus uttered the promise that the Spirit of truth
would guide the apostles into all the truth? If we cannot, then
the claim that the critics are being guided by the Spirit wholly
collapses. Everything is uncertain if we follow Canon Storr.
We cannot be sure that there is a Holy Spirit, or that He is a
Spirit of Truth, or that Christ promised to send Him. For aught
we know to the contrary the critics may be illuminated by "the
Spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience" (Ephes.
ii 2). The same Bible which tells us of "the Spirit of truth"
tells us of "seducing spirits and doctrines of devils" (1 Tim. iv. 1).
How can we know for certain that the critics are not under the
influence of seducing spirits and that the doctrines which they
It seems to us that Liberal
teach are not doctrines of demons?
Evangelicals are seeking to remove from our feet the impregnable
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rock of Holy Scripture, and to give us the uncertain and shiftiug
teachiugs of the critics in its place.
We feel it necessary to utter a word of warning agaiust the
danger of this teaching about the Spirit's guidance independently
of the written Word. We would draw attention to the following
points.
1. The promise that the Spi1it would guide into all the ~ruth
was given only to the apostles.
2. That promise was fulfilled in their experience. They were
guided iuto all the truth which God designed to co=unicate to
me!:!, and the result of that guidance is seen in the full revelation
of truth given in the New Testament. "We do not suppose,
indeed," says Professor Smeaton, " that the Spirit reveals any new
truths not found in the holy oracles; for the objective revelation
was closed with the completion of the Canon, and the Spirit cannot
be supposed to teach what is not iu harmony with the Scriptures,
which are His Own work" (The Doctrine of the Holy Spir·it, p. 225).
" The Bible contains all the extant revelations of God, which He
designed to be the rule of faith and practice for His Church; so
that nothing can rightfully be imposed on the consciences of men
as truth or duty which is not taught directly or by necessary
implication in the Holy Scriptures. . . . The people of God are
bound by nothiug but the Word of God. . . . If we would stand
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, we must
adhere to the priuciple that in matters of religion and morals the
Scriptures alone have authority to bind the conscience" (Dr.
Charles Hodge's Systematio Theology, vo!. i, p. 183). No new
revelations claimed to have been received in the twentieth century
must be accepted. The inspired writings of the Old and New
Testaments are our sole and only rule of faith and practice. They,
as our sixth article teaches, contain all things necessary for salvation. "Whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed
as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to
salvation." All the truth is contaiued iu the Bible. Any additions
to that truth must be rejected and are expressly forbidden by the
Spirit-inspired Word. All the truth of the Gospel has been once
for all revealed, and a curse is pronounced upon anyone who
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preaches another Gospel. The faith which we are to believe has
been once for all delivered to the saints, and for that faith alone
we should earnestly contend.
3. There is no promise that the Spirit is still guiding into furthe}"
truth and making new revelations. Those who claim this promise
can furnish no proof of their claim: A thousand men might claim
that they were being guided by the Spirit into further truth, and
that all their teachings were authoritative and even infallible. In
that case instead of having one infallible and consistent rule of
faith and practice, we might be confronted with a thousand rules
of faith and practice, all claiming the Spirit as their Author and
all full of contradictions and inconsistencies. Such a claim is
unwarranted, unreasonable, dangerous, and bewildering.
. 4. The Spirit 0/ truth has all'eady 1'evealed the whole tmth, and
He cannot contradict Himself, as the man of God discovered to
his cost when he listened to the lying utterance of the old prophet
at Bethel (1 Kings xiii. 11-24). God the Spirit is not a man that
He should lie nor the son of man that He should repent. We need
to beware of any teaching which is not found in the full and complete revelation of Divine truth. "The Holy Ghost does not
supplement the Bible, but opens and applies it; does ·not give a .
revelation in a man's heart that is not in this sacred book. Beware
of fancies, beware of dreams, of things that are not fully corroborated
by the Scriptures; beware of any experience that you will not find
within this Book, expressed in the language of the Holy Spirit.
For God Who honours His Word, will never honour a contradiction
of it" (Sermons by J. K. Popham, vol. ii, p. 69). Calvin, referring
to false teachers in his own day, says, " I wish they would tell me
what spirit it is whose inspiration raises them to such a sublime
height that they dare despise the doctrine of Scripture as mean
and childish. If they answer that it is the Spirit of Christ, their
confidence is exceedingly ridiculous; since they will, I presume,
admit that the apostles and other believers in the primitive Church
were not illuminated by any other Spirit. None of these thereby
learned to despise the Word of God, but everyone was imbued
with greater reverence for it, as their writings most clearly testify."
Yes, indeed, if we are illuminated by the Spirit of truth we shall
value the whole' of that Word which the Spirit inspired. We shall
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believe all things that are written therein. We shall shrink with
horror from describing any of its records as mere myths, fables
and legends, and we shall receive with meekness and regard as
absolutely true every utterance of our Lord and of His inspired
apostles.
Again, Calvin says, "The office of the Spirit promised to us,
is not to form new and unheard-of revelations, or to coin a new
form of doctrine, by which we may be led away from the received
doctrine of the Gospel, but to seal on our minds the very doctrine
which the Gospel recommends. . .. Any spirit which passes by
the wisdom of God's Word, and suggests any other doctrine, is
deservedly suspected of vanity and falsehood. . . . The Author
of the Scriptures cannot vary, and change His likeness. Such as
He there appeared at first, such He will perpetually remain. . . .
The Word is the instrument by which the illumination of the
Spirit is dispensed" (Institute,;, voI. i, pp. 110-114). In his Commentary on John xiv. 25, Calvin says, " The spirit that introduces
any doctrine or invention apart from the Gospel is a deceiving spirit,
and not the Spirit of Christ." It needs to be remembered that
our Lord was anointed and filled with the Holy Ghost and that
under the Spil·it's influence He bare witness nnto the truth. How
then can the critics of to-day dare to suggest that He was mistaken
in His utterances? The Spirit was promised also to His apostles.
They were filled with the Holy Ghost on purpose that He might
guide them into all the truth. How then can it be maintained
that they were mistaken in their arguments and utterances ?
In conclusion, .we would say that we glory in the truth that
the Holy Spirit dwells in the hearts of God's people, that He leads
and teaches them, comforts and strengthens them, but He teaches
them through the Word, not independently of it. To suggest that
men are guided by the Spirit to deny the truth of the historical
records of the Bible and the truth of many of its doctrines, and
the truth of our Lord's utterances is to us awful in the extreme.
The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, cannot contradict His Own
inspired Word.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Sto(-e Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas HOughtOtI).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to tlsward who believe,
according to the wOTking of his mighty power, which he 'wTou.ght in
Christ, when He mised Him from the dead, and set Him at His
own right hand in the heavenly places."-EpH. i. 19, 20.

THIS chapter is a catena of profound and glorious truths, and one is
reluctant to break into its continuity hy selecting a single verse from
.the whole. It commences, as it were, in glory, as the apostle declares
how his Ephesian hrethren are hlessed " with all spiritual hlessings in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus," and he goes on rehearsing the grand
truths of their calling and election and acceptance in and through the
precious blood of redemption's price, and all according to the will and
purpose of the Father. It traverses the whole of redemption's scheme
and work; the believer's hope and inheritance and what was "the
exceeding greatness of His power" put forth on his behalf as " wrought
in Christ when he raised Him from the dead." Every word is a Gospel
sermon and treats of those high and holy truths which make redemption's story so precious to hearts to whom Christ is indeed precious~
and upon every word our souls would fain ponder and meditate. But
our mind has been drawn specially for our present consideration to
one little word of three letters in our text and to which I would humbly
direct the attention of my dear readers. "And set Hjm at His own
right hand." "Set." Our minds immediately revert to tha.t Messianic
Psalm which is quoted more than any other, and which sets forth SG
gloriously Christ's priesthood, His conquest, His kingdom and reward.
I refer to Psa. ex.: "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My
right hand, until I make thine enemies My footstool."
There we see the Father's mind concerning Jesus; the fullest and
highest satisfaction with the work given His beloved Son to do, with
nothing to add to or take from it. Divine justice was fully satisfied,
and the richest compensation was given to Jesus, Who saw" of the
travail of His soul and was satisfied." He was satisfied with His
Father's holy will, and having suffered it and delighted in it, He returns
to the Father. The Father is well pleased for His righteousness sake;
the law has been magnified, and Christ returns to the glory which
He had before, to the bosom of His Father. He is received and set
at His own right hand in the heavenly places, worthy indeed to receive
all " blessing, and glory and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour,
and power, and might . . . for ever and ever. Amen."
How far superior the Gospel dispensation to the Aaronic! It has
been pointed out that in the furniture of the tabernacle there was nG
seat provided; for "every priest standeth daily ministering and
'offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins; but this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for
2
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ever, sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting
t.ill His enemies be made His footstool." The atoning work was all
d n~; the Victim slain; Divine justice appeased, and the Father well
pleased for His righteousness sake. Double honour is paid to the
Father's well-beloved Son. He is King and Priest upon His. throne,
constituted such by the Father. The full penalty of the righteous,
inexorable holy law was paid, the Gethsemane of suffering was passed,
and He is " received up into glory," and for ever" sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high." Around Him " a multitude which
no man' can number" ceaselessly praise and adore. Every knee
bends there to Jesus; every mind in heaven unites to do Him
homage. '
"All. the Father's counsels claimi]]g

Equal honour to the Son,
All the Son's effulgence beaming,
Makes the Father's glory known.
"By the Spirit all-pervading,
Hosts unnumbered round the Lamb,
Crown'd with light and joy nnfading,
Hail Him as the great' I Am.'
" Joyful now the whole creation
RestR in ulldisturb'd repose,

Bless'd in Jesus' full salvation,
Sorrow now, nor thraldom knows."

Oh! blessed rest this, as we remember that" this man, after He had
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of
God."
The heathen may rage, the kingdoms of the earth be moved, the
kings thereof may" set themselves and the rulers take counsel together
against the Lord and against His anointed," but woe unto them! Woe
unto all who do not bow to the sceptre of King Jesus! Jehovah's
solemn declaration is, "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh;
the Lord shall have them in derision." In unmoved, unhurried
majesty shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His
sore displeasure. "Yet have I set my King upon My holy hill of
Zion." Our little but mighty word" set" again! And the Hebrew
renders it, " I have anointed My King upon My mountain of holiness"
That is the all-worthy exaltation of King Jesus! "Thou hast made
Him to be most blessed for ever," or as again the Hebrew magnifies
the beauty of the words and declares, " Thou hast set Him to be blessings
for ever."

Yes, the Lord's anointed One is set at His right hand to be blessings
for ever unto His blood-bought and redeemed people. He is there
with all authority and all power to reign over the kingdom of His
redeemed.
He is set there over the works of His Hands. He is set there" even
at the right hand of God." He is set there to draw up our heart's
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affections as " risen with Christ," and to bless us from His throne in
glory, and to fulfil His own blessed promise, " To him that overcometh
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame and
am set down with My Father in His throne." But oh! what depths
did the suffering Saviour go through that this exaltation might be His
and ours by His blood-bought rights! To see God's estimate of sin
on Calvary's slain Lamb, helps us the better to understand how it
was the Father's delight to receive Him back to glory and set Him
on His own right hand. Think of the inexorable wrath and strict
justice of God Who could not look on sin, and could by no means
clear the guilty except by a perfect atonement.
II

Payment God cannot twice demand,

First at my bleeding Surety's hand
And then again a t mine."

To traverse verse by verse that fifty-third chapter of Isaiah's prophecy
and the exact fulfilment as recorded by the Evangelists; to think of
all the sufferings of the God-man, and to weep and mourn as we contemplate that it was our sins that pierced Him, our guilt that nailed Him
to the tree of ignominy and shame, this will lead us to rejoice that
He has His reward and is for ever set down at His Father's right hand
in glory.
Oh! Jesus is " set," anointed for blessings, set to ever hear and make
intercession for coming sinners; to pardon and to bless; yea, set to
be blessings for ever and ever. Oh! brethren, may our hearts increasingly glory in such a Saviour and such a Great One, and may these
sweet Gospel truths tone and temper our lives and conduct, and keep
us looking for that blessed hope that when Christ Who is our Life
shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory. He is
there at His Father's right hand to make His own blood-bought claim,
"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
gi ven ~Ie; for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world."
Jesus is crowned King of kings and Lord of lords, "For Thou hast
made Him most blessed for ever." Tlwu hast set Him to be blessings
fO'l' ever. Good Gospel news, this, dear friends, with which to enter
the untrodden path of a new year, and we shall assuredly prove the
joy of His sworn word, " Thy blessing is upon Thy people," Himself
being both the Blesser and the Blessing.
R.
" , MODERNIST' is about the last name that those infected with
the infidelity of German Rationalism should adopt. For the very
first heresy introduced into the mind of man, and the cause of all
his woe, was doubt of the Word of God, and meeting His revealed
Will with the question, 'Yea, hath God said 1'" (Gen. ni. l).-Church
Association Tract.
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,:.mnon£i an'll Note£i of :Oermoll£i.
OUR GLORIOUS SIN-BEARER.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH,
LLOYDMINSTER (SASK.), CANADA, ON SUNDAY ]\iORNING, OCT. 28, 1923,
BY THE REV. R J. NOYES, RD.
" Who His own self bare Ottr sins in His own borly on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto 1·ighteousness: by whose stripes
ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astmy,. but are now
-returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of yottr souls"-I PET. ii.
24, 25.
IN endeavouring to expoUlid this text of Holy Scripture, I will do so
under four heads: (I) A glorious Person; (2) A great Substitution;
(3) A grand result; (4) A blessed evidence.
1. A glorious Person, "Who His own self." This One is our Lord
.:resus Christ, " Our most glorious Christ," to use a phrase often em·
ployed by the late eminent Robert Hawker. It is He who is indicated
in these words, "Who His own self," as we see from verse 21, Christ, the
Son of God, the Son of man, God and Man in one Person. In these
days when men-preachers and teachers in the churches-are denying
the essential Deity of Christ, we must, with" the sword of the Spirit
which is the Word of God," exalt Him all we can. Now the Scripture
makes known" the Gospel," that is, the glad tidings, " of the glory of
Christ." "If our gospel be hid," writes the Apostle Paul to the Church
of God at Corinth, " it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ" (RV., the Gospel of the glory
of Christ) " Who is the image of God should shine unto them" (2 Cor.
iv. 4). What a magnificent statement of the glory of Christ we have
in the opening words of the Epistle to the Hebrews: "God hath
spoken unto us by His Son, Whom He hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also He made the worlds; Who being the brightness of His
glory, and the express image of His person, and upholding all things
by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins,
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." And this same
Jesus, '.' the Lord of glory," has promised to come again, and so His
waiting people are "Looking for the blessed hope, and appearing of
the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself
for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity" (Titus ii. 13, 14,
RV.), which brings me to my second point :2. A great Substitution-" Who His own self bare our sins in His
own body on the tree." You and I, my hearers, are sinners-great
sinners. How is the guilt of our sins to be got rid of 1 There is only
one way. There is only One who could remove it, and this He did by
His substitutionary death. "Christ died for our sins" (I Cor. xv. 3).
" His own self biue our sins in His own body on the tree." The word
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" bare" means caniedr-in a sacrificial sense. The Greek word is
used in the LXX. of the placing of the victim upon the altar. The
sin offering, under the Levitical dispensation, carried the people's sins
to and upon the altar, typically, but Christ, the true sin offering, bare
our sins by imputation. Isa. liii. 6, a Scripture which the Apostle
Peter evidently had in mind, tells us " The Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all," where the margin reads, " The Lord hath made
the iniquities of us all to meet on Him." This was typically set forth
on the day of atonement, when it was enjoined, "Aaron shall lay
both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions
in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat .. , and the
goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited"
(Lev. xvi. 21, 22).
Am I addressing some sin-burdened souls? I know of no other
Gospel for you but this: "Christ hath once suffered for sins, the Just
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18). In
the beautiful language of Toplady, the believer may say:"From whence this fear and unbelief?
Hath not the Father put to grief
His spotless Son for me?
And will the righteous Judge of men
Condemu me for that debt of sin
Which, Lord I was charged on Thee?
" Turn then, my soul, unto Thy rest I
The merits of thy great High Priest
Hq.ve bought thy liberty;
Trust in His efficacious blood,

Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee."
3. A grand result. "That we, being dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by Whose stripes ye were healed." This is the
blessed result of Christ's bearing His people's sins. In what sense
have they died to sins, for the correct translation is, " having died to
sins"? The mea.ning, doubtless, is that by reason of their union
with Christ, they died to all the guilt of their sins when He died. They
paid the full penalty in Him, and so are" healed by His stripes."
The Greek word used for " died" has the signification of being away
from, and brings to mind the words of Psa. ciii. 12, " As far as the east
is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us."
Again, what is the meaning of the expression, "should live unto
righteousness"? It is not said, slwuld live righteowJly, though it is
true that, the grace of God which bringeth salvation teaches us that
we should live righteously (see Titus ii. 11, 12). The meaning no
doubt is that those who have died to sins in Christ, are, by virtue of
His Resurrection, made righteous IN HIM. This is" The Righteousness
of God" of which Paul treats in his epistle to the Romans, and of
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which he writes to the Church of God at Corinth: "Him Who knew
no sin, He made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD in Him (2 Cor. v. 21).
4. A blessed evidence. How do we know that we are interested
in this great redemption 1 On what ground can we say that we have
died to sins in Christ, and live unto righteousness 1 The next verse
answers this question: "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls."
Some of you, it may be, can remember when Christ and His great
salvation were nothing to you, but now you can say:" Jesus sought me when a stranger,

Wandering from the fold of God:'
There came a time when you were convinced of your sinfulness of
heart and life, arid your need of an Almighty Saviour, and you were
returned-brought back-to Jesus, Who said that He came "to seek
and to save that which was lost."
Perhaps, though, one or more may not remember a time like that.
You were called in early years-when a little child it may be-and,
taught of God, you, little by little, learned of His great salvation.
You, too, having learned something of the evil of your hearts, know,
in the light of God's Word, that if Jesus, the good Shepherd, had not
sought you, you would never have sought Him. You have been
" returned" (IJrought back-the verb is passive) to the Shepherd and
Bishop of your souls. Yes, it is all of sovereign grace, from first to
last!
In conclusion, dear children of God, you have been brought back
to Jesus. You were given to Him before the foundation of the world.
He is your Shepherd. He sought and found you. He "ill supply all
your need, both temporal and spiritual. "The Lord is my Shepherd;
I shall not want" (Psa. xxiii. I). He will keep you, and give unto
you eternal life (John x. 27-29).
And He is also the Bishop (Overseer) of your souls. He watches
over you, as Peter wrote later in this epistle (chapter iii. 12), "The
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto
their prayers." He will not lose one of His blood-bought sheep, but
will guide each with His eye, and keep each, "as the apple of His
eye," and finally bring every. one to glory, as it is written (Psa. ci.6),
"Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may
dwell with Me."
" HE loved his Bible. By that he did not mean a verse here and
.a.. chapter there and a part there to suit his fancy and palate. They
could not cut up sunshine and say they only loved one half of the sun.
It was the ·whole Bible that was a light unto the prodigal's feet."Dr: A. P. Gold-Levin. at the Women's Protestant Union Annual Conference.
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THE PILLAR.

A

SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY
GLOUCESTER.

LAW,

DEAJ.'1 OF

The Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them
the way,. and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light, to go
by day and by night."-ExoDus xiii. 2l.
THE children of Israel are about to tread an unlmown path. A desert
is before them, wide, and waste, and trackless. 'lhey have no chart to
pilot. There are no friendly lips to counsel or to w..rn. They must
proceed, and yet they fear to stir.
This is a common need. Perhaps you, who read, discern your very
case. You have left Egypt. The hated bonds are burst. But
Canaan's rest is far away. An intervening wilderness extends. Hence
the sigh rises in your breast, Oh that some guide were near! How can
the distant end be safely reached 1
Israel's story'gives the glad reply. Were they allowed to wander
without beckoning succour 1 Oh, no. Whose hand, then, waved
them forward 1 Did the Lord send some natives of the waste to teach
where paths were safe 1 No. Did He inspire their ruler's mind with
instinct of the untrodden land 1 No. He comes Himself. He stoops
to take the office of their guide.
But by what method is His directing aid made clear 1 A visibl e
form, which every eye might see, reveals the wondrous guide. A pillar
descends, and rests upon the camp. When the day shines, it is a
cloudy column. When darkness comes, its mass is fire. Its presence.
never is withdrawn. It moves, a signal for advance. It rests, to bid
them pause. Such is the safeguard of the desert-march.
Do you now ask, what is the gospel of this sign 1 The type distinctly
shows, that no believer ever moves unled. The prophet proves this,
when he selects this emblem to portray Christ's care,-" The Lord
will create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon her
assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming
fire by night" (Isa. iv. 5). The conclusion, then, is sound. The Pillar
preaches Christ,-the preceding Shepherd of His flock. Faith gazes
on it, and drinks in the comfort of an ever-leading, never-leaving God.
Reaq.er, come now, and seek some comfort for your pilgrim-days,
from Israel's Pillar.
Especial circumstances marked it. It was butane. In mid-day
brightness, and in night's deep gloom, the substance was the same.
Thus Christ is ever one. He, Who was shadowed out in Eden: He,
to Whom Abel looked: He, Who was Abraham's seed, and David's
offspring, and the sweet theme of every prophet's harp: He, Who
was pierced on Calvary, and laid in the grave, is the same Jesus, Who
shall shortly come again. No sinner escapes death, but through one
victim, one righteousness, one faith, one hope, one clinging to one
cross, one cleavi.ng to one Lord, one journeying in one blood-stained
path. There is one only Saviour of all the saved-one only door of
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heaven-one only plea before t.he judgment-seat-one only ransom
of a guilty soul. If Israel had t.urned to ot.her guidance, they would
have rushed to sure destruction.
Reader, deluded men, with Cain-like pride, frame other saviours,
and find Saviour none. Take heed. Look only to the one Christ of
God, and of the Bible, and of the true Church. He is not divided. Be
not divided itom Him.
The Pillar ever rose in firm solidity. Cloudy masses bend quickly
before a driving breath. The storm beats on them, and they vanish.
But this Pillar mocked the lash of hurricanes, and watery floods.
Amidst the roar of elements, it smiled unmoved, immovable. It was
quiet, as a rock among unquiet waves.
. Thus no assaults can shake salvation's column. Satan has done his
worst. Each weapon, which hell .can point, has been hurled at Him.
The might and craft of man have marshalled all their forces. But
every shaft of shrewdness, ridicule, and wit: the strong man's strength:
the great man's greatness: the prince's pewer, and all plotting wiles,
nave fallen baffied at His feet. Reader, you may act confidence in
your Guide's strength. The heavens may crumble into dust. But He
cannot be shaken.
But the Pillar, in unchanging form, yet changed its aspect.. In day
its look was dark. In night it shone in brilliant blaze. It put Oh the
fittest garb to gain observance. Here is the tender grace of Jesus.
Mark His UDwearied efforts to draw minds towards Himself. It is
with this design, that every Bible-page proclaims some feature of His
saving truth. For this, heaven-born, heaven-taught, heaven-sent
heralds in pulpits, and by dying beds, in public teaching and in private
converse, call men to behold Him, as the only way of life.
When night's mantle wrapt the earth, the Pillar clad itself in robes
of fire. It shone that all might see. It shone, that all in seeing might
rejoice. Such is the love of Jesus. When is His presence most clear,
most cheering? Surely in the dark hour of need. When gloom
oppresses, when mists of horror rise, when prospects blacken, when the
beclouded eye discerns no safety and no peace in earth, then Jesu's
. smile gives light. Unwonted glories then illumine the road.
The Pillar had an upraised arm. Its ascending spire directed to the
skies. So Jesus calls us to an upward flight. How solemnly He warns
to rise above the mire and filth of a soul-murdering world! How
faithfully He tells, that all its baits are poison, its touch pollution, and
its wages death! How tenderly He cries, Come unto Me, and leave
such vanities below :-Iean on My arm, and climb the hill of peace :mount by My side, and I will bring you to a reconciled Father's throne,
and the high mansions of your God! Thus Jesus points. To look to
Jesus is to soar to heaven.
Suoh were its peculiar properties. But its main purpose was to lead.
When it preceded, the willing host advanced. When it stood still,
their camps were fixed. They were not called to reason, or to ask, 01'
doubt. . All wish to go or tarry submitted to the ruling column. Their
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guide was God. His will was love. His way was knowledge. His
end was safety. Nothing was left for them, but to observe and follow.
Shall twilight types outshine the Gospel sun 1 It cannot be. The
heirs of grace are cared for as truly now as then. Their leader is the
same. Be it so, that Christ directs not now by visible display of manifested presence. Be it so, that the eye of nature sees not a moving or
a halting mass. Still faith can trace an unseen band, and the enlightened mind can read the warnings of a heavenly Lord.
Christ guides now by His word. The Book of books is always by
our side. It is a present and a perfect chart. The upward path, the
downward slopes, the hidden s'i.ares, the plains of safety, the meadows
of repose, are all here pencilled with inspired skill. This is the blessed
handbook of the blessed route. The humble pilgrim meekly prays,
" Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth' (1 ~am. iii. 9). The ans\~er
tarries not, " This is the way, walk ye in it " (Isa. xxx. 21). Is it not
pledged, " When thou goest, it shaH lead thee; when thou sleepest, it
shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee; for
the commandment is a lamp and the law is a light" (Prov. vi. 22, 23).
The believer's daily walk attests the truth. When perils have been
near, and pitfalls have gaped, and by-ways have enticed the steps,
a beacon from the word has warned and saved.
Reader, would you reach Canaan 1 Then cling to this ever living
guide. Search it day and night. Make it your chosen friend of every
hour. Engraft it by prayer into the soul of every thought. Let it
direct the helm of each desire. Think, as it thinks-speak, as it speaksmove, as it beckons-rest, as it counsels. Your steps will then be safe
and pure. For the light of Scripture is the light of life. It is Christ's
hand, Christ's heart. What was Israel's Pillar to our open Bible's
page 1
But Jesus multiplies His guiding help. He extends the superadded
hand of Providence. He moves the ever-moving wheels of circumstances. No sparrow falls, no leaf decays, but in accordance with His
ordering mind. He ,,>ills, and things occur. Chance is a figment of
a dreaming pillow. It never was. It never can be. Thus to the
child of God there is no trifle or unimportant event. Momentous issues
often hang on rapid words-on sudden looks-on unintended steps.
It is so; because the Lord's direction plans and overrules hfe's every
concerJ?. Heal' Eliezer's grateful witness, "I being in the way, the
Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren" (Gen. xxiv. 27).
When Joseph's brethren thirsted for his blood, who caused the pit to
hold no water 1 Who brought the Ishmaelites to bear him into Egypt 1
Who gave the sleepless night to Persia's King 1 (Esther vi. 1). Who
brought the aged Simeon, the pious Anna, at the fit moment, to the
temple 1 (Luke ii. 25, 36). Who led Onesimus to hear Paul's saving
word. at Rome 1 tPhi1em. 10).
But perhaps some mind may sometimes doubt, Is this event the
leading of my Lord! There are sure rules. No opening is safe, which
contradicts the word. Christ's voice abroad, at home, without, within,
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is always one. It calls to seek God's glory: to promote redemption's
kingdom: to conquer self: to tread down sloth: to flee the world's
applause and lusts: to lift the standard of the eross: and to march
boldly in the path of righteousness. If the path leave these lines,
avoid it. Christ leads not here. Some foe misleads.
But Christ is a Pillar with more than skill to guide. There is a
virtue in Him to open eyes, that they may see-to quicken feet, that
they may follow-to tear reluctance from reluctant hearts. All this
He mightily effects by His almighty Spirit. Without such light, the
Bible-page is a dark chaos-and wheels of Providence an intricate
confusion. Sin has benumbed right sense in souls. Sin has brought
blindness on the inner man. But Jesus speaks. The Spirit heals.
Sight is restored. A new creation lives: and new-born powers perceive,
and love, and. tread the heavenly road.
The Pillar, too, had power to screen. It is written, " He spread a
cloud for a covering" (Psa. cv. 39). The scorching rays of the sandy
desert were thus warded from the journeying host.
Reader, I trust that you well know the cool retreat, and sheltering
covert, of a Saviour's wings. The pilgrim's day is often long and hot;
and darts of Satan burn with fiery sting. How soon the heart would
faint-how soon the worn-out strength would fail, unless our Pillar
cast a grateful shade. But it is true, " The sun shall not smite thee
by day, nor the moon by night" (Psa. cxxi. 6).
The Pillar never failed. Provoking sins abounded. Ungrateful
murmurs sent forth hateful sound. But still no wrath withdrew the
guidance. It only vanished, when Jordan's stream was reached.
Here is the boundless grace of Jesus. If hard iniquity could quench
His love, who would not long ago have mourned His absence, and found
life to be a starless night 1 But no. He loves, and lovingly He guides,
unto the end. The Pillar leaves not, until the full blaze of heaven
breaks forth. Like Bethlehem's star, it brings to the very place where
Jesus is. The beacon shines, until the haven be attained. Christ
leads to where Christ reigns.
Reader, whom do you follow 1 Think, Oh think, whom do yOll
follow 1 There are hell-ward leaders-not a few. There are downw~rd ways, alas i-too many.
NEVERTHELESS.
WE shall soon, if the Lord tarry, enter upon another year of grace.
I do pray for and earnestly wish each dear reader of this time-honoured
and God-blessed Magazine a very happy new year in every sense of
the word, the true happiness which is detailed by the Word of God.
In Deut. xxxiii. 29 we find the assurance, "Happy art thou . . . 0
people saved by the Lord." In Psa. cxliv. 15, "Happy is that
people whose God is the Lord." In Psa. cxlvi. 5, "Happy is he that
hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God."
In Prov. xvi. 20, " Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he." And
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from our dear Saviour Himself, St. John xiii. 17, " If ye know these
things, happy are ye if ye do them." We might enumerate many
more, and especially under the fuller title of "blessed." The conditions of happiness are not always those that seem desirable. So,
dear suffering readers, suffering" in mind, body or estate," remember
James v. 11, " Behold we count them happy which endure," and 1 Pet.
iii. 14, "If ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy are ye." Also
chapter iv. 14, " If ye be reproached for the Name of Christ, happy are
ye." Yes, for though now" ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory, receiving the end (or consummation) of your faith, even the salvation of your souls." Thus a
very, very happy new year I wish in what.soever state, all temporal
joys that our loving Lord sees to be safe, and more than earthly good,
the abiding" joy which no man taketh from you," the joy unspeakable.
It is impossible to describe this unutterably deep joy which pervades
the inner life of the child of God, so I can only say as we do to friends
when unable to find words which exactly express our meaning, " You
know," and the friend very likely says, "Yes, I quite understand."
So beloved fellow-believers, " You know." You know the preciousness of the happiness of salvation; of having God as your Lord; of
His being your Refuge and your Hope. You know the happiness
of trust in the Lord and of doing the Lord's will. Many know also
the joy even of endurance, suffering and reproach for Christ's sake.
We know the strange, sweet, Spirit-given joy which underlies all.
I have been led, I believe, by the Holy Spirit, to give you as a motto
for 1924, " Nevertheless I am continually with Thee" (Psa. lxxiii. 23).
This word "nevertheless" covers all suffering and all mysterious
dealings, and it culminates in perpetual comfort. There is the joy of
the Word opened out as we read of seeing Christ in His Person, in His
preciousness, in His fellowship, and in deeper understanding what the
will of the Lord is.
In this 73rd Psalm Asaph begins by a praiseful assertion: "Truly
God is good to Israel, to such as are of a clean heart." He seems to
be looking round, seeing how very bountiful the Lord has been. Then
he seems to be looking off from God to himself and he becomes despondent: "But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had
well nigh slipped." "Almost,"" well nigh." But the Lord had been
good to him also. He had not left him to.fall. This he acknowledges
later: "Thou hast holden rile by my right hand." So he was kept
from slipping.
.
And what was the cause of his nearly falling! He was envious at
the foolish. He saw the prosperity of the wicked. He describes all
these advantages in life as he sees them, and he looks at his own condition in contrast, so opposite as he thinks. Yes, we are" a people
separated unto Him," and our prosperity is cast altogether in a different
mould. But he gazes with short, clouded vision at all he sees around,
and as he gazes it becomes "too painful" for him. Too painful
"until." Yes, there is always an " until" in 'the discontent of the
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Lord's people. The Lord allows them to see the wicked flourish, but
He so graciously anoints the eyes with eye-salve that they may see more
clearly when they betake themselves to Him. And thus Asaph,
feeling so envious, so dissatisfied, so full of pain until-" Until I went
into the sanctuary." He understood then. He was in a difl'erent
atmosphere there. He 'vas near God, and in His light we see light.
When He opens the eyes the vision is clear. And so in the sanctuary
of God, " then understood I their end." He saw the slipping places,
the destruction, the desolation, the terrors of those he had envied.
And then was his heart grie:ved and he cried, " So foolish was I and
ignorant, I was as a beast before Thee." Nevertheless, though I have
been so envious, so vexed, so foolish, so ignorant, so beastlike-" Nevertheless I am continually with Thee. Thou hast holden me by mr
right hand; Thou shalt guide me with Tby counsel, and afterward
receive me to glory."
" Continually with Tbee." Blessed position for the new year. We
cannot fathom the depth or bliss of this glorious assurance-" with
Thee "-the satisfaction, the safety, the enjoyment. "Nevertheless,"
the word signifies that whateve.· is, whatever thy trouble, whatever
thy poor conscience-stricken soul accuses thee of, whatever perplexing
situations, yet nevertheless, "I am continually with Thee," and that
is enough.
Should sorrow come, "Nevertheless I am continually with Thee."
Should dangers surround, " Nevertheless I am continually with Thee,"
so close to Thee that I can listen and hear Thy voice: "Whoso
hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely." Should bereavement be my
lot, "Nevertheless I ani continually with Thee." "Thou remainest,"
and Thou art the living, loving bond of union between us 011 this side
alld on that side. Should estrangement distress us, "Nevertheless I
am continually with Thee." "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever." Should misunderstanding arise and friends
forsake, " Nevertheless I am continually with Thee" and in fellowship
with Thee. If joy surround, "Nevertheless I am continually with
-Thee." It is doubly sweet. If going away or tarrying at home,
surrounded with friends or alone, living or dying, in all circumstances
during the year 1924, yet
" NEVERTHELESS

I am cOlltillually with Thee." "I cannot be where He is not." There
is no separation. May our loving Lord seal this upon our hearts.
Dark clouds loom, nations are restless, the world lieth in "ickedness
which increases daily in volume. Satan is intensely active, because
his time is short. Soon there will lie the sound of the trumpet, the
gathering of saints, and the Master's smile. Soon we shall be face to
face with Him. Be of good cheer. We are in the clasp of the everlasting arms of love that "will not let us go." Take this word to
thy heart, dear child of God : -

\ "I

AM CONTINUALLY WITH THEE."

NETTlE.
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THE LEADING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

" As many as are led by the Spi"it of God, they are the sons of God."ROMANS viii. 14.
ARE you, am I, a child of God 1 Have we been" born again "-born
into the family of God-born" of God "-" born of water and of the
Spirit" 1 If not, we are still the" children of wrath, even as others"
(Eph. ii. 3). The leading of the Spirit of God is for the sons of God,
not for the sons of Satan. Reader, you belong to one of these two
classes. If the latter, my text does not apply to you; for you cannot
take the second step on any road until you have taken the first. But,
if you are a new creation in Christ Jesus, you have eternal life, you are
on the one and only way to heaven. What do you know of the leading
of the Holy Spirit in. your daily life! Let us each examine ourselves
to see if we are frustrating the grace of God, or if we are at His sole
disposal as we should be. Can we say with the Apostle Paul, " I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me" ! (Gal. ii. 20, 21). Is the Holy Spirit the impelling power iu
our lives as He will be if we are filled by Him, as He was in the life of
our Lord when He was on earth-our perfect pattern !
All through His life, the one motive that prompted every action of
our Lord was obedience to the Holy Spirit. The very first recorded
words that He uttered as a boy of twelve show unquestioning obedience
to the guidance and prompting of the Spirit: "Wist ye not that I must
be about My Father's business," or " in the things of My Father 1 "
Are we always in the things of our Father! "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness" (Matt. vi. 33) is our Lord's
command to us, His children, and with it goes the promise" All these
things "-food and ciothing-" shall be added unto you." Listen
again to St. Panl in Col. iii. 1-3: "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth."
Do we deliberately set our mind on things above 1 or could it be said
of us as St. Paul wrote to the Philippians, ii. 21 : " All seek their own,
not the things which are Jesus Christ's" 1 Do we, who know Jesus
as Saviour, know Him as Lord of our lives too 1 If we have not
enthroned Him in our own hearts as King, we shall not be seeking to
extend His kingdom over the lives of others. There will be no Holy
Ghost power in our service for Him until He has ascended the throne
and taken the government of our lives upon His shoulders.
Look at another" must" in the life of our Lord. "I must preach
the kingdom of God . . . for therefore am I sent" (Luke iv. 43).
Does this apply to all believers 1 Certainly! Jesus said to His
disciples: "As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you" (John
xx. 21). So we are called to be ambassadors for Christ and to " preach
the Word: be instant in season, out of season" (2 Tim. iv. 2)-to hold
forth the Word of Life (Phil. ii. 16).
Do we know what it is to feel compelled to witness for our Lord!
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Can we say with Peter: "We cannot but speak" ? (Acts iv. 20). St.
Paul could. He says, "Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto
me, if I preach not the Gospel" (1 Cor. ix. 16), because the love of
Christ was constraining him (2 Cor. v. 14). Jeremiah could. He said
the Word of God was like a burning fire shut up in his bones, so that he
was weary with forbearing and could not stay (Jer. xx. 9).
Let us look at another of our Lord's" musts" in John ix. 4. "I
"'11st work the works of Him That sent !lie, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work." Do we feel that the King's business
requireth haste? (1 Sam. xxi. 8), that the time is short and we must
redeem it or buy up every opportunity at whatever cost, because the
days are evil and souls are perishing for lack of the knowledge of God!
Are we." zealous of good works"? We are not sufficient of ourselves
to think, let alone do, anything as of ourselves, " but our sufficiency
is of God," and" we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" (Eph. ii. 10). He has promised, "He that believeth on Me,
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because I go unto !liy Father" (John xiv. 12); and Hc
has provided us with the means whereby the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped unto all good works, viz., the Bihle (2 Tim. iii.
16, 17). What God has said, let us believe and act upon!
Do we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit as to where we go and
which route we take? Why do we read that when the Lord left J udrea
for Galilee " He must needs go through Samaria " ? (John iv. 4). Because there was a woman coming to draw water at Jacob's well, who
did not know of the" living water" which springs up into everlasting
life; and not only must she be told the way of life but many more
Samaritans were to believe through her and also because of our Lord's
own words.

Do we know what it is to be led down a certain road, when perhaps
we had thought of going another way, because the Lord wants us to
meet someone for whom He has a message for us to deliver or whorn He
wants to help through us, as Philip was sent to meet the Ethiopian
eunuch, Ananias to Saul, and Peter to Cornelius ?
Not only must we be guided as to where we go, but also where we
stay and where we refrain from going. Our Lord said to Zacchoous,
who had climbed up into a tree to see Him, because he was little of
stature: "Zacchoous, make haste and come down: for to-day I mlist
abide at thy house" (Luke xix. 5). Why! Because that day salvation
was to come to that house. When the Holy Spirit impresses upon our
minds that it is God's will for us to go to a certain place, we may not
know His real purpose in sending us there, but we must obey as long
as we are sure it is He Who is prompting us; tbough we are walking
by faith, not sight, as Abraham did, "when he was called to go out
into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, . . . and
he went out, not knmving whither he went" (Heb. xi. 8). Abraham's
servant, too, knew what it was to be led by God, when he was sent to
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take a wife for Isaac. What does he say 1 "I being in the way, the
Lord led me" (Gen. xxiv. 27), and again in verse 48, " The Lord God
of my master Abraham, Which lcd me in the right way." He proved
that the way of the Lord was, as it always is, the way of blessing. There
can be no abiding peace, no fulness of joy, no fruitfulness for any who
are outside the will of God, wbo are not walking in His way. But, if
we are, even when His way leads us through trials, He will open our
eyes to see His way of escape that we may be able to bear them (1 Cor.
x. 13).
The apostles knew and obeyed the leading of the Spirit. We read in
Acts xvi. 6 that they were" forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the
Word in Asia," and, again, in the next verse, that they" assayed to
go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered' them not." They soon
learned the reason, but probably they were puzzled at tbe time. So we
may be puzzled at some of God's dealings with us, for He moves in a
mysterious way, but there would be nothing to strengtben our faith if
His way were always plain to us. He would have us learn to trust
Him in the dark, and when He tests us to show us our weakness let us
still trust Him wholly, and lean harder upon Him, and then our trials
will be well wortb while. We are sure to be misjudged by others, but
if we ask God to guide us and trust Him He will do it, for He has
promised, "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
thy paths" (Prov. iii. 6).
Are we being led by the Spirit of God! If we have been bought
with the precious blood of Christ, we are not our own, we have been
saved to serve Him, redeemed that we should no longer live unto
ourselves, but unto Him, Who died for us and rose again. We have
been crucified with Him and raised again in newness of life. We are
His. Are we rendering unto God the things that are God's 1 (Matt
xxii. 21). Have we presented our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God! (Rom. xii. 1). If not, let us remember it is "our
reasonable service." May He work in us to will and to do this His will
fN us I
bENE LUSH.
SIMILAR SENTENCES.

" The faith of God's elect . .. hope of eternal life."-TITus i. 1-2.
THE parallel passages in the Word of God have suggested another
train of thought. There are several similar sentences running throughout the Bible, each containing their own lessons. May God the Spirit
open up both their diversity and their correspondence. It will be
impossihle to refer to all.
The simplest plan will be to take them in their Scripture order rather
than attempting to arrange them.
" And God saw ..." (Gen. i. 31, vi. 5). "And God saw everything
that He had made, and behold, it was very good." Speaking humanly
this is as it were the Lord's first survey of His then finished creation.
Looking down and over all, He " saw " nothing but perfection as things
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had come from His hand-the hand of the Almighty Creator. Seemingly in the future His children will also see a similar sight. For this
is to take place a second time in effect. The account of the first creation
is given to us here in the beginning of theWord, at the beginning of the
world. The assurance of that new birth or second creation is given in
the end of the Word, at the end of the World. "I saw a new heaven
and a new earth . . . the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven" (Rev. xxi. 1-2). (True type of man, whose
first nature is of the earth, earthly, but whose second nature is " from
God out of heaven," whose old man will decay, but whose renewed
man will exist for ever.) And somewhat midway in the Word and
somewhat midway during time, we again have a grand glimpse of this
new creation presented to us; "Behold, I create new heavens and a
new earth," etc. (Isa. lxv. 17, 18). It will be a stupendously glorious
sight, will it not 1 So it must have been all that long time ago when
" God saw" it originally. Nothing lacking, nothing superfluous, one
grand whole, complete, entire!
But, alas! it was not to last. When next we read the words, " God
saw," an awful change had taken place. It was many years later, but sin
had been introduced and had been ~aining ground in the ages. "God
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually".
What a terrible contrast about fifteen hundred years after" God saw
everything ... good." Absolute defilement everywhere. Man, with
his" thoughts" and" heart" " evil continually," and great wickedness
proceeding perpetually from him. "The earth also was corrupt before
God, and the earth was filled with violence" (vi. 11). It was stained
with bloodshed (iv. 8 and 23). Verily, a hopeless scene apart from
grace. "But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound."
The blood of sin was crying to God "from the ground" for justice.
In New Testament days" the ground" received the precious blood of
the Redeemer (Luke xxii. 44; John xix. 34). That cleansing blood
flowed over the ground-tainted by sin's curse, it was touched by sin's
remedy, as though even the very ground had to experience that
cleansing blood of Christ. The type, the blood of animals and birds, had
touched it millions of times already in sacrifice, apart from the blood of
murder and sin. Take only two instances, and scan the numbers.
When David dedicated his preparations for the temple, we read, " they
sacrificed sacrifices unto the Lord . . . a thousand bnllocks, a thousand
rams, and a thousand lambs, with their drink offerings and sacrifices
in abundance" (1 Chron. xxix. 21). And again at the consecration of
the temple, "King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two
thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep" (2 Chron.
vii. 5; see also 2 Chron. xxx. 24, xxxv. 7-8, to say nothing of the
usual annual Passover and of countless other descriptions, even apart
from the daily sacrifices that were offered for hundreds of years). Hence,
later, the blood of the Antitype, the sinless, human blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ was seen" falling down to the ground," when the Saviour
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stooped to redeem man. Oh! the extreme heinousness of sin to
require such a mighty Sacrifice to expiate it. Oh! the intensity of
Divme love to meet such a tremendous demand and overcome sin. Ah!
the blood of Christ is a very precious thing in the sight of God. Therefore it is a very precious thing in the esteem of believers. "Witho.ut
shedding of blood there is no remission." "The blood of Jesus Christ,
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin." Has that blood cleansed you,
dear reader!
" Go to, let us . . ." (Gen. xi. 4, 7). "Go to, let us build us a city.
and a tower whose top may reach to heaven." Man in his impious
rebellion aspired to "reach to heaven" by his own work, by his
own unhallowed building. "And the Lord came down to see the city
and the tower which the children of men ,builded." The Lord condescended to examine and look into man's plans and purposes. Once,
later, we have a similar expression used about Jehovah. When the
" sin (of Sodom and Gomorrah) was very grievous," "the Lord said
. . . I will go down now and see . . . and if not, I will know" (Gen.
xviii. 20-21). Oh! the longsuffering and tender mercy of our God.
He defers chastisement as long as possible. He m'lkes sure that
judgment is necessary ere He sends it. But at last judgment must
succeed mercy. So now of the Babelites He says, " Go to, let Us go
down and there confound their language." God the Father, Son and
Spirit, agTeed to conspire against man to his confusion. "So the Lord
scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth"
(v. 8). Discord and dispersion were the direct discipline dispensed by
God to " restrain" man (v. 6). Again we find this has its counterpart
in the New Testament in Acts ii. Once more the Spirit of God came
down, but this time it was not to confuse but to instruct. Confusion
of tongues divided them at Babel, the gift of tongues united them now.
As before they were" confounded," but this time it was for the reverse
reason-they" were confounded because that every man heard them
speak in his own language." Now, too, their subject was not about
themselves building a tower, but about" the wonderful works of God."
The Spirit of God Who the first time confounded to scatter and separate
was now working to unite and bring together. The infinite, holy
power which had undone man's unholy building now works in man to
make him a " holy" building, a " fit " temple for Himself to dwell in
(1 Cor. iii. 16, 17; 2 Cor. vi. 16). For man still thinks to "reach
heaven" by his own ladder-self-righteousness and moral goodness.
By nature he fancies that he is safe and good enough Oil his own
merits. But ill God's sight he is a sinner, alld the Trinity is still
powerful to bring sinners to repentallce. The Spirit applies the work
of Christ through the Word of God, and man is then as closely united
to God by faith as he was formerly separated from Him by ullbelief.
And until this takes place, man is hopelessly astray.
" Behold, thou art . . ." (Gen. xvi. 11; Judg. xiii. 3). "Behold,
thou art with child." "The Allgel of the Lord (i.e., the Second Person
ill the Trinity), found" Hagar (v. 7), met her-saw her trial and her
3
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difficulties and circumstances. Divine knowledge and pity were at
<:Jnce displayed. The three first words which the Angel uttered,
" Hagar, Sarai's·maid," proclaimed that He knew all about her un¥>ld.
He knew her name and that of her mistress and her position in life.
She was only a bondslave. Yet He asked her about these very things
none the less. We deal with a God Who beforehand knows all. Yet
He expects us to tell Him all. Then He deals with both us and our all.
He gave to Hagar both commands and promises, putting the former
first. She was out of the right way and must return to it. We must
be in the path of the Lord's will for us, if we desire and expect His
blessing. "The Angel of the Lord" encouraged and comforted Hagar
(w. 8-16).
" Behold,. now thou art barren." It was the same blessed One ·Who
had "found" Hagar, Who later "appeared" to Manoah's wife.
Again it was to a burdened, longing soul, knowing its own grief and
need. He came unsolicited, unexpectedly. He came to a servant and
follower of Himself. And again He comforted. Once more, too, He
gave promises and commands, reversing the order of these according
to her standing in grace. Unlike Hagar she was ready to receive the
promise first. The outspoken statement of a fact, of a burden, in each
case is very. striking-foreknowledge and sympathy expressed even
apart from the counsel and courage bestowed. There is a very sweet
message in them for us. Our God knows all about us, all about our
secret cares, and our secret sorrows, and our secret desires. He meets
us on our own ground. He sees where we are, and tempers His dealings
to our condition. If we are ready for promises, He bestows them at
once. If we merit reproofs and commands, He gives them first. But
whatever our condition at the moment, He measures out mercy to us.
He never breaks the bruised and bending reed, or quenches the smoking
flax to extinction. Manoah and his wife were in the path of duty,
which was exactly where Hagar was not when " the Angel of the Lord
found her." So He deals with this couple accordingly. Manoah's
plea in verses 8 and 12 betratno fear or spirit of cavilling. No anxiety
or doubt, no curiosity or gainsaying, only holy desires escaped Manoah's
lips. "Teach us what we shall do unto the child "-" How shall we
order the child and how shall we do unto him?" His was no selfish
prayer, all his thoughts were on " the child" and the Lord's will for
and about him. Albeit Hagar had been on far lower ground spiritually,
He had met her with the same pity, love and help; infinite in its fulness
in each case. Oh! the tenderness and power of our God. For to-clay
He is still the same, guarding, guiding, blessing, keeping His children.
His own are safe in Him and He is safe to remember and uphold them.
There is no dread, distress or difficulty that is beyond the reach and
management of our God, let Him but give us faith to know it! May
it be the portion of each reader to say, "Lord, I believe, help Thou
mine unbelief."
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
New Eltham, S.E.9.
(To be continued, D. V.)
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THE CALVINISM OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AS CONTAINED IN HER FORMULARIES AND ELUCIDATED BY
THE WRITINGS OF THE CHIEF ENGLISH REFORMERS.
By THE LATE REV. JOHN HUNTER, OF BATH.

V. ON FINAL PERSEVERENCE.
(Concluded. )

CHURCH FORMULARIES.
ARTICLE XVII.-" They [i.e., the elect] be called according to God's
purpose by His Spirit working in due season: they through grace
obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of God
by adoption: they be made like the image of His only begotten Son
Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works; and at length"
by God's mercy, they attain unto everlasting felicity."
HOMILIES.-" What man ever lived upon earth, Christ only excepted,
but he hath sinned 1 The just man falleth seven times, but riseth
again. Though the godly do fall, yet they walk not on purposely
in sin; they stand not still to continue and tarry in sin; they sit
not down like careless men, without all fear of God's just punishment
for sin; but defying sin~ through God's great grace and infinite
mercy, they rise again and fight against sin."-Inforrnation of
certain Places of Scripture, part ii.
HOMILIES.-" As Christ Jesus is a fall to the reprobate, which yet
perish through their own default, so is His word, yea, the whole book
of God, a cause of damnation to them through their incredulity.
And as He is a rising up to none other than those which are God's
children by adoption, so is His word, yea, the whole Scripture, the
power of God to salvation to them only that do believe it. Christ
Himself, the Prophets before Him, the Apostles after Him, all the
true ministers of God's holy Word, yea, every word in God's book,
is unto the reprobate the savour of death unto death. Christ Jesus,
the Prophets, the Apostles, and all the true ministers of His Word,
yea, every jot and tittle in the holy Scripture have been, is, and shall
be evermore, the savour of life unto eternal life unto all those whose
hearts God hath purified by true faith."-Iriforrnation of certain
Places of Scripture, part ii. See also the extract under the JYl'eceding
head.
ENGLISH REFORMERS.
CRANMER.-" I know this to be true, that Christ is present with His
holy Church (which is His whole elected people), and shall be with
them to the world's end, leading and governing them with His holy
Spirit, and teaching them all truth necessary for their salvation.
And whensoever any such be gathered together in His Name, there
is He among them, and He shall not suffer the gates of hell to prevail
against them.. For although He may suffer them, by their own
frailness, for a time to err, fall, and to die, yet finally neither Satan,
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hell, sin, nor eternal death, shall prevail against them."-Answer to
Dr. Smith. F.E.C., vol. iii., p. 542.
LATIMER.-" Yea, the elect people of God, the faithful, having the
beholding of this face (i.e., the face of death), though God hath
always preserved them (such a good God He is to them that believe
in Him, that He will not suffer them to be tempted above that that
they have been able to bear); yet for all that there is nothing that
they complain of more sore than at this horror of death! "-Sermon
on Good Friday. F.E.C., vol. ii., p. 424.
RIDLEY.-" Ye, therefore, my brethren, which pertain unto Christ,
and have the seal of Christ marked in your foreheads, that is to wit,
are sealed with the earnest of His Spirit, to be a peculiar people of
God, quit yourselves like men, and be strong: 'For he which is in
us is stronger than he which is in the world; and ye know that all
that is born of God overcometh the world; and this is our victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith.' Let the world fret, let
it rage never so much, be it never so cruel and bloody, yet be ye sure
tbat no man can take us out of the Father's hands; for He is greater
than all, Who' hath not spared His own Son, hut hath given Him
to death for us all, and therefore how shall He not with Him give us
all things also?' 'Who shall lay any hing to the charge of God's
elect? It is God that justifieth, who shall then condemn? It is
Christ that is dead, yea, rather that is risen again, Who is also at the
right hand of God, and maketh request also for us. Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or anguish,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?' The
rest ye know, brethren; we are certainly persuaded, with St. Paul,
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that no kind of thing shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord."-Letters. F.E.C., vol. iv., pp. 230, 23l.
HooPER.-" There is yet another learuing, in these words, ' I shall not
greatly fall'; that is, that the children of God shall not perish for
any kind of trouble; and yet, in this world, they can lack no kind of
afRiction. All shall they suffer, and yet, at length, overcome all ;
as this prophet Asaph did: he was troubled, but yet not overcome;
he fell, but not so far that he arose not again; and he was so troubled
with the cross that God sent him, that he could speak nothing for
the time; yet at length he said, God was his sure rock and his
salvation. Thus God tempteth His, but desperation He leaveth to
His enemies."-Exposition of Sixty-second Psalm. F.E.C., vol. V.,
p. 580.
BRADFORD.-" God's gifts are such, that he cannot repent him of them
(Rom·. xi.); and therefore, saith Christ, 'I know Whom I have
chosen,' attributing to election the cause of final perseverance."Defence of Election. F.E.C., vol. vi., p. 379.
JEWEL.-" He hath begun a good work in you; He will finish it. He
will lead you from virtue to virtue, from strength to strength, from
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glory ·to glory. He hath called you, He will also keep you faithful
until the day of the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. You are
Christ's sheep: no man shall take you out of His hands. He hath
not lost one of all them whom His Father had given Him; He
knoweth His sheep: none shall be confounded that put their trust
in Him. There is no condemnation to them that be in Christ Jesus.
He is faithful, He will perform this unto you: not for your merits,
but for His own Name, and for His mercy's sake. Because He is
faithful, He will not despise the work of His own hands."-On the
Thessalonians. F. E. C., vo!. vii., p. 28l.
In subjoining a few concluding remarks, it is not the intention of the
Compiler to attempt any proof that the doctrines contained in the
preceding pages are those commouly called Calvinistic. If a candid
perusal of what has been brought forward has not convinced the
reader that this is the case, he feels that any attempt to do so on his
part must certainly fail. He would, however, embrace the opportunity
to observe, that he conceives it impossible that anyone who examines
the writings of our Reformers can fail to be struck with the difference
between their views, and those of some professed members of our
Church, whose time, and attention, and labour, are principally bestowed
on the subject of ecclesiastical forms, and rites, and ceremonies, and
who enforce them as matters of the most weighty nature and momentous importance. So far were the Reformers from laying any stress
upon such things, that, few and simple as are the forms and rites and
ceremonies retained in our Church, they wonld have been still fewer
had our Reformers been allowed the exercise of their own unbiased
judgment on the subject.
Again, he would remark, how groundless-though by no means
uncommon-is the assumption that the rejection of Calvinism is an
evidence of attachment to the Church.
True it is, that, since the time of Archbishop Laud, the names of
divines may be alleged, whose doctrinal sentiments differ most \videly
from those of Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Hooper, Bradford, Jewel,
and our other Reformers. But it was by Cranmer and the Reformers,
not by Laud and his followers, that the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy,
were set forth; and until it can be shown that the doctrinal views of
the latter party are in agreement with those of the Reformers, no
ingenuity can vindicate them from the reproach of claiming to be
regarded as faithful members of a Church to whose distinguishing
tenets they are manifestly opposed.
He would observe, lastly, that a mere notional adherence to a class
of doctrinal sentiments; however Scriptural, is no security against the
most destructive of all errors-the errors of an unsanctified temper
and a wicked life. The truth maybe held in unrighteousness; and,
when this is the case, Christ, if we may so speak, is wounded in the
house of His friends, and the deepest injury is inflicted upon His
cause. We do not expect to gather grapes of thorns; and where men
hold a doctrinal system which gratifies the pride of the natural heart,
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and ascribes much to man's own power and will, we need not be surprised to find little fruit of humility and holiness; but where profession
is made of man's utter corruption and helplessness, and of the need of
the grace of the Holy Spirit to work in a sinner both to will and to do
what is pleasing in the sight of God, there every thought should be
brought" into captivity to the obedience of Christ"; the" affections
set on those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right
hand of God"; and the" fruit of the Spirit" exhibited" in all goodness, and righteousness, and truth."

COME IN, THOU BLESSED OF THE LORD.
IT must ever be a source of comfort to the children of light that the
Lord knows every thought of their heart. It is not so much that in
particular circumstances He can sympathize as no one else can, or
that He acknowledges their feelings as they themselves estimate them,
but their greater comfort lies in the ever-abiding fact that nothing is
hid from His eyes. The surgings of "envy, hatred, malice, and all
uncharitableness," the sighs of sorrow, pain, want, and care, the
kindlings of hope and desire, the mournings of repentance and faith,
and the ascendings of joy and thanksgiving-all that has place in the
new heart or the old-is before Him. Nothing that He sees affects
His delight in them, while their perfect love casts out, and does not
create, fear at the conviction that nothing is secret. So when David
prayed, " search me, 0 God, and know my heart," he seemed to fear
only that some innermost "wicked way" would escape the eyes of
Him Who was all His salvation and all his desire. That was a light
to him, which was darkness to the " ungodly and the sinner;" for
it was death to Ananias and Sapphira that God laid bare the iniquity
of their thoughts. We know that Esau meant to kill Jacob, and that
Saul hoped secretly that David would fall in battle. We know the
thought that Hashed across the mind of Haman when the king asked
him how best his favourite could be honoured.
We have a light shed on what moved the heart of Laban when Eliezer
surprised them all with his mission. It was the sight of the gold
more than any family affection that prompted his welcome, and, that
being so, his blessing must have fallen coldly upon the ears of the
stranger. There was not much reason in asking why he stood without,
when he had not been asked in, but Eliezer maintained his dignity
and delivered his message with a simplicity and truth which Laban
never manifested. But Laban left us, though without meaning to,
a tender and gracious expression of welcome when he said, " Come in,
thou blessed of the Lord." It was in the spirit of it that Jetbro sent
his daughters so peremptorily to bring Moses in from the well. Did
the Shunamite think of it when she prepared a room for the prophet
of God who so often passed solitarily by her house 1 And perhaps it
is not strange that Moses and Elias should know so much of what it
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was to be without and in the wilderness, when they were to hear in
such distinguishing ways the last call of God to come in unto Him.
" Come in, thou blessed of the Lord" are words never off the lips
of His Church or of Christ, though the oue prays and entreats in weakness, the Other speaks with power. With the one they mean waiting
and longing and fearing and wearying, with the other they mean that
infinite wisdom waits only the time of infinite love. How we want
Him to come into our hearts and hopes and prayers and circumstances
with all the blessedness that God has blessed Him with as Mediator
and Redeemer. How we want to feel some of the very same joy .as
Simeon and Anna felt when the glory of His people visited His temple.
" Come in, thou blessed of the Lord." We will scarcely feel inclined
so to address a new year when clouds and darkness hang so thick
upon the world, and peace is taken from the earth. But His people
still are and will be blessed. He has told them not to fear though the
earth be removed, but to look up. Seedtime and harvest, summer
and winter will not fail, and the ordinances of heaven will remain
while he has a seed to serve Him and a generation to call Him blessed.
For some (He knows who they are and where) He will send His angels
to carry them to His immediate embraces. To those who wait He will
come in and sup, and they with Him, even in this restless world, and
will say, as one once said to Him, but HE will keep His word, " Though
all men forsake thee, yet will not I."
FOLLOWER-ON.

HONOURING GOD.

By

THE

REV. F.

PEACOCK, M.A., B.D., INCUMBENT OF THE
CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.

" Them that honou1' Me I will honour, e:tc."-l SAY. ii. 30.
THIS is a great Bible principle. Like the law of the Medes and Persians
it altereth not. It is as true to-day as when first written. Those who
honour God, God will honour them. There are divers ways in which
we may all seek to honour God.
1. We may honour God in our families. This is what Eli, the High
Priest, evidently failed to do. He had two sons who were" sons of
Belial," utterly wicked men, and though Eli reproved them he did
not restrain them. Like many parents to-day he seems to have been
extremely lax in parental discipline. He was too weak and too
indulgent. He virtually honoured his sons more than God, and the
result was disastrous. How earnestly Christian parents should pray
for grace and help to enable them to train aright the children God has
given them! "Train up a child in the way he should go; and
when he is old he will not depart from it." We are to be careful to
bring up our children" in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
If we honour God in our families He will honour us.
2. We may honour God with our Substance (Prov. iii. 9-10). It is
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wonderful that God condescends to be honoured by our material things,
but so it is. What a joy it should be to us to give to Him " the first·
fruits of all our increase." A definite proportion of all our income
(the Scriptural minimum js one-tenth) should be set apart for God.
The Saints have observed this custom from the beginning, and all who
do so still are loud in their expressions of gratitude for the rich temporal
and spiritual blessings God is pleased to bestow upon them. "Bring
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in My
House, and prove ME now berewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that
there shall not be room enough to receive it" (Mal. iii. 10).
3. We rnay honour God with our praises. Jehovah declares in Ps. 1.
23: "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth ME." Sacrifice for sin God
does not require. Since the sacrifice of Calvary the question of sin has
been perfectly settled and that for ever. But spiritual sacrifices, of
wmch praise is one, are ever acceptable, and in offering such sacrifices
we honour God. And those who honour God with the fruit of their
lips God will honour them. Let us follow the example of the cleansed
Samaritan leper who" with a loud voice glorified God-giving Him
thanks" (Luke xvii. 15-lfl).

THE INTEREST OF A HYMN.
A MUCH-BELOVED and valued reader (since 1863 and therefore one of
the oldest) wrote me some little time ago asking me for the author of
a hymn wmch contained the verse :"Just at the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power," etc.
Several of us searched for it and I could only reply that the nearest
approach to it was No. 513, by Franklin, in Gadsby's selection, which
commences :"In mounts of dangers aud of straits,
l\ly soul for His salvation waits;

*

*

He, in the most

*

distresHin~

*

hour,

Displays the greatness of His power."
But that did not meet the need of my beloved correspondent, who a
few months late.r was visiting near St. Neots, Huntingdonshire, and
went one evening to hear dear Mr. Hazleton at the chapel where he
was conducting the service. During his sermon, Mr. Hazleton quoted
the verj verse of the hymn which had been in question, and my friend
stayed after service to ask him its source. With his ready aptitude
and remarkable memory, Mr. Hazleton was able to tell her it was one
of Dr. Watts', No. 129, Book I, and that it began, "Saints, at your
Heavenly Father's word." The hymn was at once looked up, and
has often since been a means of refreshing and encouragement. Nor
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did it end there; for six months later another friend, in writing me
of much trouble, anxieties and illness through which she and her
friend had been passing, remarked how the verse of a hymn, "Just
at the last distressing hour," had been her stay and comfort. She
had been searching for the hymn but could not find it. She" fancied
it was Newton's-would I tell her 1 "
Thus through the kindness and interest of-the earlier correspondent
I was able to send the whole of the hymn, and have now copied it out
for the benefit of our dear readers, and thus the immortal Watts" being
dead, yet speaketh."
SUBMISSION AND DELIVERANOE.

Saints, at your Heavenly Father's word,
Give up your comforts to the Lord;
He shall restore what you resign,
Or grant you blessings more divine.
So Abram with obedient hand,
Led forth his son at God's command!
The wood, the fil'C, the knife, he took,
His arm prepared the dreadful stroke.
" Abram forbear," the angel cried,
" Thy faith is known, thy love is tried;
Thy son shall live, and in thy seed
Shall the whole earth be blessed indeed."
Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace.

R.

•

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL lI'lAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I am enclosing cheque for 10s., which is 6s.
SUbscription to the magazine for 1924, and 4s. donation to the G.]\'[.
Fund.
.
The magazine is greatly needed in these perilous days. Its tone of
sure trust in the infallible word of our Covenant God is very helpful,
and the articles are most inspiring to God's dear children.
So many thanks for all your consecrated work alike as editor and
contributor.
Yours most sincerely,
THOS. W. H. COPNER.
St. Philem.on's Vicamge,
Liverpool.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Another year is dawning, and if the Lord tarry, we
would seek by His grace and mercy to be "steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord," and we seek the co-operation of friends of the soldiers and sailors in our work of spreading the
Gospel. A Chaplain writes to say, "We are very grateful for the
splendid parcel of magazines and Bibles duly to hand for the sailors.
We can assure you that we greatly value them, and will exercise care
in the distribution of them. The ministry of books among our sailors
is a great and important one. A great number of men are constantly
coming to our Home, and we regularly visit the ships. Only last
week we visited and boarded fifty-seven of these, and spoke to the
crews about eternal things. These men greatly need good literature.
They can easily get questionable magazines and papers that are harmful, but good books are scarce. Therefore your parcel is a real help."
21, Firfield Street,
Yours sincerely,
Totlerdown, Bristol, December, 1923.
R. E. BRIDER.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
The Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
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In Jlltemoriam.
THE LATE MR. C. R. SPURRIER, OF BRISTOL.

•

DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-You will, I am sure, find a place in the Magazine
for a short note in memory of Mr. C. R. Spurrier, the highly-esteemed
organist of St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol, for forty-six consecutive
years-surely a very rare record-and a regular reader and lover of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The call Home came for him very early in
the morning of Monday, November 12th, and while he was sleeping
he very quietly passed within the veil to be for ever with the Lord
Who loved him and gave Himself for him. He had broken down in
health in 1918 and was obliged to give up his loved and important
service to which he had been entirely and unceasingly devoted throughout those long years, and under three rectors. He loved the simple,
spiritual worship of the Church, and he loved to sit under the faithful
proclamation of the pure Gospel, and when through want of strength
he was not able for the long distance to Mary-le-Port and tried places
for worship near at hand, his heart sickened at what he saw and heard,
and he could find no comfort nor " green pastures" there. He was
organist also at the Clifton Conference, year after year, and not only
organist, but also an earnest and appreciative listener, as the Reports
of the Conference carefully bound and preserved and bearing evidences
of being read testify. Bound up with the Reports are protraits of
many of the speakers, also other addresses and sermons, etc., which
had been evidently greatly valued by him. He was a lover of God's
Word, a man of prayer, and, naturally, hymns were delightful to him
and his mind was stored with them, so that in his many months of
weariness and weakness, in distressing bereavements (he lost first a
most devoted daughter, and last April his wife after over fifty years
of married life), the words of the Scriptural hymns he knew so well
were often his comfort- and stand-by. My sister, on her last visit to
him, read four of these hymns, ." Quiet, Lord, my froward heart,"
which was a great favourite of his, "Sit down beneath His shadow,
And rest with great delight," and at his request, " My faith looks up
to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary," and" Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,"
and this last one in the midst of fast failing powers, was brought back
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to his remembrance the afternoon before "faith was swallowed up
in sight," and he quoted the whole verse, saying that my sister had
read it to him. The 103rd Psalm was one he constantly asked might
be read to him, and it was the last portion both my sister and myself
on our last visits enjoyed with him. He and the writer together had
spoken of the forgiveness of sins being the foremost of the Lord's
"benefits." It is likely, I think, you will remember him.
.
He had a very reverent regard for all God's faithful ministers, and
remarked not a very long time ago what a privilege he had esteemed
it to meet with many as he had in the vestry of St. Mary-le-Port,
whither he always went for the prayer invariably offered before the
commencement of Divine worship-faithful men of God whose names
are well known and held in high honour, and many of whom are now
in the glory. He had longed to join us once more in the Church so
beloved, and if it might be OIiCe more, play the organ, at which he
had ever desired to further the praises of God by his playing, but it
was not to be. God had some better ~hing in store for him, and instead
of any eartWy music, the glorious harmonies of the praises of Heaven
were to break soon upon his ear, and his eyes were to behold the King
there in all His beauty, and his voice to join with many, many with
whom he had worshipped on earth, in the perfect, adoring, neverceasing redemption song.
Yours very sincerely,
L. ORMISTON.
[We have a distinct remembrance of Mr. Spurrier, both in connection
with St. Mary-Ie-Port Church and also in connection with the neverto-be-forgotten Clifton Conferences. Our readers will value this
touching memoir of God's dear servant.-EDIToR.]
THE LATE MR. J. E. WINDER, OF BRAMHALL, CHESHIRE.
(Oommunicated).

"WE regret to announce the death, at the age of 87, of John Edward
Winder, of Wellbrook, Bramhall, a great lover and reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who passed peacefully away on October 19. He
had lived in Bramhall for over fifty years. He was one of the oldest
inhabitants and was higWy respected in the locality. Until about
eighteen months ago he had enjoyed good health, having retired from
business at the age of eighty. He was the oldest living member of
the Manchester Stock Exchange, and had been honoured by having
the freedom of the Exchange bestowed upon him, being the second
to receive that distinction. His strict integrity and high principles
were well known in business circles.
"He loved the doctrines of grace, and his whole life testified to
God's loving care and providential dealings.
, "His wife and family of three sons and six daughters all survive
him and revere his memory."
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[Many very interesting particulars of Mr. Winder's life and experience
are given in his own" Reminiscences of Grace and Mercy and of Men
of Grace," which he wrote for the July and August issues of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE in the year 1921.
They show that he was associated with such well-known men of
God as the late Mr. Thomas Bradbury, Mr. George Cowell, the Revs.
F. Whylock Davies, Abraham Haworth, James Bardsley, James
Ormiston, W. J. Pollock, and many other faithful men who are now
in glory.
We tender our deep Christian sympathy to Mr. Winder's wife and
family in their great sorrow. What a mercy to know that it is well
with him. Absent from the body, but present with the Lord.-EDlTOR.]

t\Jtotfstant tiearon.
THE TITLE OF "SAINT."
(EXTRACT FROM Salute one Another, pp. 84-89, BY 1HE LATE
REV. JAMES NEIL, M.A., FORMERLY INCUMBENT OF CHRIST CHURCH,
JERUSALEM).
THE title " Saint," as applied to members of the Church, is used in
the plural, with one single exception, each of.the sixty times it occurs.
The one exception is Philippians iv. 21, and even this may be said to
be only an apparent exception. The expression in this verse is " every
saint," and the word" every" here, 7rUJlTO, panta, has the sense o{
" all," or " the whole," and gives, as it were, this plural sense inherent
in itself, to the noun "saint," which it is used to qualify. The
expression is, therefore, equivalent to " all and each of the saints," or
" the whole of the saints."
Not only is this the case with the substantive form," saint" or
"holy one," but also with the precisely similar form when used as
the adjective" holy." In the New Testament, three, and only three,
individual persons are spoken of or to by name with the adjectival
prefix" holy," and these are the Three Persons of the Divine Trinity,
either separately or viewed as one-" Holy Father" (John xvii. 11),
"Thy Holy Son [or Servant] Jesus" (Acts iv. 27, 30), "The Holy
Spirit" (Matt. i. 18), and" Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty"
(Rev. iv. 8). This fact, like the former, is not a little significant.
The Romish practice of giving to human individuals the title of
" Saint" is, like all other' practices of that system of Antichrist,
entirely opposed to the letter and spirit of Scripture. In the New
Testament, no believer is spoken of in any other way than by the
mention of his one name, or by the addition, at the end of that
name, of his parentage, calling, nationality, party, or simple membership with the Church. Even in the case of Apostles,-" Paul,"
"Peter," "John," "James," is all that we find in any Scriptural
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reference to an individual believer, except when, for the sake of
distinction, we find such terms as" Simon son of J onah " (Matt. xvi.
17), "James the [son] of Zebedee" (Matt. x. 2), "Matthew the tax
collector" (iI.att. x. 3), " Luke the beloved physician" (Col. iv. 14),
" Trophimus the Ephesian" (Acts xxi. 29), " Simon the Canaanrean, or
Zealot" (Matt. x. 4, see Luke vi. 15, Acts i. 13), "Quartus the
brother" (Rom. xvi. 23), etc. Indeed, as if carefully to guard against
the error, afterwards to arise in the Church, of giving this special title
to certain believers, and thus treating them as belonging to an order
holier than the rest, the word" saint" is never used except in the plural,
or in speaking of the Church as a body, and the word" holy," which is the
meaning of" saint," is never conjoined with any other name than that
of God.
It is much to be regretted that the Church of England, at the time
of the Reformation, retained the Romish practice of speaking of the
Apostles and Evangelists as " Saint Paul," "Saint John," etc.; for
it is an unscriptural practice, and ONE UNKNOWN TO THE EARLY CHURCH.
This may be seen by a reference to any of its writers of the first three
centuries whose works have come down to our time. Everyone of
these works has now been carefully translated into English, in The
Ante-Nicene Christian Library (published by Messrs. T. and T. Clark,
Edinburgh, in 24 volumes), and may therefore be consulted by all.
It is perhaps to be still more regretted that our Revisers, in their
Version of the New Testament, have placed the letter" S." before the
names of the four Evangelists in the titles of the four Gospels and
again before that of John in the second title of the Revelation. It is,
alas I especially significant that the letter" S." alone is used. The
old-fashioned" St." stands for the English word" Saint," while" S."
stands for the Latin word" Sanetus," and it is not a little sad to find
that this Latinizing, Ritualistic innovation, has been stamped on our
Revised Version. But neither the letter" S." nor the letters" St."
have any right to stand where our Revisers have placed the former.
In the list of " Readings and Renderings preferred by the American
Committee recorded at then desire," at the end of the Revised Version
of the New Testament, at the head of all, occurs this necessary emendation, " Strike out'S.' (i.e., Saint) from the title of the Gospels, and
from the heading of the pages."* Nor could they consistently have
failed to protest against its insertion. In no ancient manuscript is
the word" Saint" found in any of these titles, and everyone of the
Revisers must have been well aware that there is not the faintest
reason for supposing that it ever formed part of the original text!
That they should have gone out of their way to insert, or permit the
insertion of, this unauthorized term is the more lamentable because it
is just what, in the preface to this version, they distinctly declared they
would not do. After enumerating the Principles and Rules agreed to

* They also say,
John '."
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Let the title of the

Reve~ation

run' The Reve!ation of
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by tbe Committee of Convocation, on May 25, 1870, as those upon
which the Revision was to be made, they add, "these rules it has
been our endeavour faithfully and consistently to follow." Yet rule
four, which they quote just above, says that" the text to be adopted
be that for which the evidence is decidedly preponderating," while,
as I have now shown, there was no evidence whatever for the insertion
of this" S." It is sadly calculated to be a stumbling-block to the
unlearned, and is an act unworthy of scholars, not to say Protestant
translators.
All who wish to be Scriptural, and to follow the well-known practice
of the Primitive Church, should be very careful in referring to the
Apostles, the Evangelists, and other New Testament characters (not
to say the early so-called Fathers) to avoid giving them the prefix of
"Saint," whether in announcing the lessons in Divine Worship, or in
quoting the inspired writers in preachinf(, as well as on all occasions
either public or private. It will assuredly be no loss to these
holy men to be deprived of a title never joined to their names in
the Bible, or in any of the writings of the Primitive Church, but introduced in corrupt ages by the Church of Rome, and which that apostate
system has delighted to bestow, even down to our day, on cruel
persecutors and grossly immoral writers! So far from the title" Saint"
being peculiar to anyone member of the Church, or anyone class of
its members, we might just as Scripturally speak of either Bunyan or
Wesley as " Saint" John, as give this style to the writer of the fourth
Gospel!
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE January number of the" Quarterly Record" is ready. It contains a portrait of the late Dr. Stanford, with a sketch of his lite,
together with other illustrations and papers by Miss Philpot, the late
Mrs. Chaplin, and others. Copies will be sent post-free.
The Anniversary of the Leicester and Leicestershire Auxiliary was
recently held in the Edward Wood Hall, Leicester, with satisfactory
results. Addresses were given by the Rev. F. Peacock, IIi.A., B.D.,
Incumbent of the Circus Church, Portsmouth, and by the Society's
Secretary. The Rev. R. J. Dru=ond, M.A., Vicar of Christ Church,
presided in the evening. Messrs. Sharples, Albert Tyler, A. C. Adams,
R. Baker, E. Underwood, and W. H. Langton also took part in the
proceedings.
Mr. J. C. Dennis, joint-treasurer, and the Secretary addressed a
largely attended meeting in Grove Road Chapel, Eastbourne. Mr.
Henry Popham presided. A Sale of Work was held during the day in
the schoolroom, and the interest in the town and district was
encouraging. Sales of Work have also been held at Crowborough,
Horley, and Croydon. Ail the assemblies on behalf of the Society are
on the basis of distinctive truth, and no opportunity is allowed to pass
without a re-affirmation of the principles of the Institution.
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1024 pensioners and eight Homes for 190 aged pilgrims represent
one aspect of the Society; personal visitation cannot be tabulated.
To meet the daily expenditure of £45, new annual SUbscriptions are
appealed for. "The administration of this service not only supplieth
the wants of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings
unto God."

iE\chic\llfJ anll j}.oticcfJ of 18oob.
THE TmNGs WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER. By the late Septimus
Sears. Pp. 86. Price Is. (Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.
Secretary, 10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London, W.4).
The remarkable changes which have taken place in Palestine,
Mesopotamia, Egypt and in Europe in consequence of the Great War
makes the study of prophecy specially interesting at this time. As
all Scripture, including its prophecies, is given by inspiration of God
and is profitable, no Christian man can afford to neglect any part of
it. It follows, therefore, that" the things which shall be hereafter"
should be reverently and prayerfully studied by the child of God.
The fact that the prophetic Scriptures are interpreted differently by
good men is no reason why they should be neglected. This little book,
published first in the year 1867, and now reprinted, Will help all who
read it to see the view taken of the prophetic Scriptures by many able
expositors who have now gone to their rest. It is largely in the words
of Scripture. Passages out of the prophecies of the Old and New
Testament are grouped together under various headings, and the
reader can thus see the Scriptural grounds upon which the views put
forth are based. There is an introductory chapter of seven pages
and there are important appendices at the end of the book. Forewords by Pastor James Stephens, M.A., and Pastor R. Mutimer
warmly commend the work. It is possible that all our readers will
not agree with the views of prophecy here advanced. Nevertheless,
they would do well to make themselves acquainted with the line taken
up in this volume. One great recommendation of the work is the
loyalty of the writer to the doctrines of grace. The author, we note,
was editor of " The Little Gleaner" and" The Sower."

AUGUSTINE ON CONVERSION.
" NEITHER doth a man begin to be converted or changed from evil
to good by the beginnings of faith, unless the free and undeserved
mercy of God work it in him. Let the grace of God, therefore, be so
accounted of, that f1"Om the beginning of his conversion to the ena of his
perfection, he that glorieth should glory in the Lord. Because as nonc
can beg·in a good work without the Lord, so none can perfect it without
the Lord."

