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A BLESSED ASSURANCE FOR THE NEW YEAR.

" The Father Himself l()'IJeth you."-JOHN xvi. 27.
WHEN this issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE reaches our readers the
New Year will have almost dawned. Nineteen twenty-four will
have passed and nineteen twenty-five will have begun. Another
year of trials and difficulties and of mercies and privileges will
have passed away, and a new unknown year will be opening to
our view. The experiences of the members of GOD'S family during
the old year will have varied greatly. In some cases great and
unusual joys will have been experienced; in others great and
unusual sorrows will have been their lot. For some the journey
of life during 1924 may have been fairly smooth: for others it
may have been very boisterous. Ups and downs have no doubt
been experienced by all, and temptations from the world, the
flesh, and the devil have beset all the children of GOD. Yet our
Covenant-keeping GOD has been faithful to His promises. Not
one thing has failed of all that He has promised to His redeemed
family. The testimony which each one will be ready to bear,
however varied his experience, is that His mercy has abounded.
Goodness and mercy have been our daily portion. His mercy
hath endured, and been experienced all through the year. He
hath been mindful of us, and therefore He will bless us. But how
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about the new year? Can we count upon His love, His mercy,
His faithfulness still? Yea, verily, He changes not.
" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help quite through."
He hath said to His people: "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee."
" He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
His eternal Covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
GOD is all sufficient for the coming year! "
And why may we go forth with full confidence? The answer
may be given in the words of our LoRD: "The FATHER Himself
loveth you." You are still a poor hell-deserving sinner. A sense
of your unworthiness has probably been intensified as you recall
sins of thought, sins of word, and sins of deed committed during
the past year. Yet in spite of it all, "The FATHER Himself
loveth you."
You may be amongst the poor and unknown of His family,
yet He loveth you. You may be amongst the rich and the great
of His family, yet He loveth you. He loveth all His chosen,
redeemed, and regenerated children. They are all equally the
objects of His affection. He loveth them now, and He will love
them all through the new year. If on rising every morning of
the new year the members of His family read the twenty-seventh
verse of the sixteenth chapter of John's Gospel they will find on
each occasion that the LORD says: "The FATHER Himself loveth
you."
Some of His children may be able to read this verse with the
naked eye. Others may have to put on their glasses to read it.
In either case the verse will read: "The FATHER Himself loveth
you." The words were said to the LORD'S people over nineteen
hundred years ago, but they are still true of those who are
numbered amongst His family. They are true of those members
of GOD'S Family who read this Family Portion. They may be
lonely and sad, or they may be joyful and glad. In both cases,
"The FATHER Himself loveth you." Oh, what a theme is the
FATHER'S love for His family.
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Shall we try, in dependence on the aid of Him Who beareth
witness to our filial relationship with the FATHER, to think of the
love wherewith the FATHER loves His people?
1. Our first thought about the FATHER'S love for Hi. people is
that it is dateless.
Toplady well says:
"He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate);
Nor shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date."

A husband can often tell approximately when first he began to
love his wife. A friend can often give an approximate date for
his affection for one whom he loves. GOD'S love to His people,
however, is eternal. It never had a beginning. He says to them,
"I have loved thee with an everlasting love" (Jer. xxxi. 3). "The
mercy of the LORD" towards them that fear Him "is from everlasting to everlasting" (Ps. ciii. 17). It had no beginning and it
has no end. This accounts for those. passages of Scripture which
speak of GOD'S people being" chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world," and saved and called with a holy calling not
according to their works, but " according to His Own purpose and
grace, which was given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world began"
(Ephes. i. 4; 2 Tim. i. 9). If you are one of the LORD'S people,
if by His grace you are resting by faith on CHRIST as your foundation, then the FATHER Himself not only loveth you now, but He
hath loved you from everlasting. Before the foundations of the
world were laid, and before the stars illuminated the heavens,
the FATHER loved you.
He must have thought much of you to have set His love upon
you from all eternity. And can He have loved you with an
everlasting love and yet now cast you off ? Impossible. Rejoice,
then, in the assurance that the FATHER Himself hath loved you
everlastingly. That is the reason why you love Him. You may
mourn over the poverty of your love. You may say:
"LORD, it is my chief complaint,
That my love is weak and faint."
But you will be able to add:
"Yet I love Thee and adoreOh! for grace to love Thee more! "
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"We love Him, because He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19).
His love to us accounts for our natural birth. It accounts for
our being separated from our mother's womb, and for our being
eventually called by His grace out of darkness into His marvellous
light. It is the true cause of CHRIST being revealed to our souls.
My effectual call was not due to anything meritorious in me, or
to any decision or determination or will of the creature. He
loved me, therefore He drew me,. therefore He called me and
saved me. We dare not ignore the truth, if we are true and full
expositors of the inspired Scriptures, that, " It is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of GOD that sheweth mercy"
(Rom. ix. 16). Ob, let us not be keen upon exalting the creature!
Let us rather be jealous for the honour and glory of our GOD.
" Loved of my GOD, for Him again
With love intense I burn;
Chosen of Thee, ere time began,
I choose Thee in return."
(Toplady.)
2. Note secondly, that the FATHER'S love for His people is
immeasu·rable.

" Herein is love, not that we loved GOD, but that He loved us,
and sent His SON to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 9).
Could any love be greater than tbis ~ The FATHER'S love for His
people was so great, so immeasurable, so infinite; so boundless,
and so self-sacrificing that He sent His eternal, His well-beloved
and His only SON to be the propitiation for their sins. To save
the objects of His eternal love from an eternal hell He spared
not to give, and to send His only-begotten SON to bear the penalty
of their sins. He manifested His eternal love for His people by
sending His Own peculiar SON to become incarnate, that, so by
His obedience unto death, He !night secure for all His people
their eternal deliverance from merited wrath, and their eternal
blessedness in the mansions of His heavenly House.
GOD so loved the world of His people-Jew and Gentile-that
He gave His only-begotten SON, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.
Let us not imagine for a moment that the SON was an unwilling
victim. The love which the FATHER had to His people, that same
love was borne to them by the SON and by the HOLY GHOST. The
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three Persons in the Godhead are One. Hence the SON loved
His people, too, and He voluntarily and willingly came forth from
His FATHER to die, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring
.them to GOD. "CHRIST loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it " (Ephes. v. 25). The Church of GOD, composed of all believers,
and of all who shall eventually become believers, was loved by
CHRIST, and He laid down His life for its members. They were
in Him when He died. They were the members of His mystical
body, and they were cruciued with Him, buried with Him, raised
with Him, and are now seated representatively with Him in
heavenly places, and hereafter they will actually be with Him
in glory. Truly this Divine love is immeasurable. We cannot
scale its heights, fathom its depths, or measure its length and
breadth. Then think of this, dear children of GOD: "He that
spared not His Own SON, but delivered Him up for us all" (i.e.,
all His people), "how shall He not with Him also freely give us
all things ~" Here is surely enough for 1925. The FATHER
Himself loveth you, and He will freely and gratuitously give you
all things during the new year. Having, out of the depth of His
eternal love, bestowed upon you the most precious gift He possessed,
He will find it an easy thing to give you meat to eat, raiment to
put on, enabling grace, guiding counsel, delivering mercies and
abundant comfort all through the year.
3. The FATHER'S wve to His people is adopting wve.
It is because He loved them that He predestinated them, "unto
the adoption of children by JESUS CHRIST to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of
His grace" (Ephes. i. 5, 6). Having predestinated them to this
blessed privilege, He further manifested His love by sending forth
His SON to redeem them that they might receive the adoption
of sons:
A further evidence of His love is expressed by the words:
" Because ye are sons, GOD hath sent forth the Spirit of His SON
into your hearts, crying, Abba, FATHER" (Gal. iv. 4-6). The
indwelling spirit of adoption beareth witness with their spirits,
that they are the children of GOD (see Rom. viii. 15, 16). They
have the sweet and precious assurance that GOD hath numbered
them amongst His family. They are, therefore, emboldened to
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look up into His face and say, Abba, FATHER. They who by nature
are rebels and enemies to GOD by wicked works are, as the outcome of eternal love and adopting grace, regenerated, reconciled,
and saved and manifestly numbered amongst the sons and daughters
of the LORD Almighty. Well might the Apostle say: "Behold,
what manner of love the FATHER hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of GoD." The Apostle would have us
pause and behold the wondrous character of the FATHER'S love
that we poor, unworthy sinners should be called His sons.
"Pause, my soul! adore, and wonder!
Ask, 'Oh! why such love to me 1 '
Grace has put me in the number
Of the SAVIOUR'S family;
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, to thee.
" Since that love had no beginning,
And shall never, never cease;
Keep, oh! keep me, LORD, from sinning!
Guide me in the way of peace!
Safely treading
All the paths of holiness! "
"Beloved, now are we the sons of GOD." It is now true that
all believers are members of GOD'S family. Let us humbly rejoice
in this privilege. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him;
for we shall see Him as He is."
We who are GoD'S sons have been predestinated to be conformed
to the image of His eternal and only-begotten SON. We shall be
conformed to Him in body, soul, and spirit. When He appears
He will "change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is
able even to subdue all things unto Himself" (see 1 John iii. 1, 2;
Phi!. iii. 20, 21).
What follows'~ "If children, then heirs; heirs of GOD, and
joint heirs with CHRIST; if so be that we sufIer with Him, that we
may be also glorified together" (Rom. viii. 17). Truly, "The
FATHER Himself loveth you."
4. Notice jurther, dear chtldren oj GOD, that this Divine lO1le is
parental.
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There is the love which friend bears to friend and brother to
brother. This love is the love of a FATHER. The FATHER Himself,
GOD the FATHER Almighty, He loveth you. He loveth you as
His chosen, redeemed, regenerated, and reconciled children. He
calleth you His sons, and you are permitted to call Him FATHER.
You who are going forth into a new year have a FATHER in heavenan omnipotent, an omnipresent, an omniscient, an affectionate
FATHER. He is a FATHER Who has all power to protect you and
to provide for you. He is a FATHER Who is ever present whereever you may be. He is a FATHER Who knows all your circumstances and your needs. He is a FATHER Who really loves you.
With such a FATHER what possible need can fail to be supplied?
His power, His wisdom, His love, and His faithfulness will all be
displayed on your behalf. He will never fail you-never.
"How rich, how free, is love Divine!
Oh, how resplendent doth it shine!
Its bursting glory charms the saints,
And banishes their sad complaints."
There is more to follow.. We can never really exhaust the love
of GOD for His people. We therefore continue, however feebly,
to dwell upon it.
5. This love i$ TP-liUy experienced by the members of GOD'S family.
They can say: "We have known and believed the love that
GOD hath to us" (1 John iv. 16). The love of GOD for His people
is shed abroad in their hearts by the HOLY GHOST Who is given
unto them (see Rom. v. 5).
The HOLY GHOST bears testimony to that love in their hearts.
He assures them of it. He brings them into the enjoyment of
its blessings. He applies to their hearts the testimony of the
Word as to its eternal, redeeming, immeasurable, adopting, and
parental character. He enables them to say, Abba, FATHER. The
prodigal son must have known and believed the love which his
father had towards him, when his father fell on his neck and kissed
him, clothed him with the best robe, and killed for him the fatted
calf. So when the poor sinp.er has been regenerated by the HOLY
GHOST, washed in the blood of the Lamb, clothed with the garments
of salvation, covered with the robe of righteousness, welcomed to
the FATHER'S heart and made an heir of glory, he can indeed say,
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I have known· and believed the love that GOD hath to me. He
brought me out of a horrible pit and out of the miry clay. He
set my feet upon the Rock of Ages, and I can't help but sing the
new song, the theme of which is His mighty love, and His redeeming and saving grace.
,
The FATHER'S love for His children is a very real thing. What
child who has an affectionate earthly father can do otherwise than
say, I have known and believed the love that my father hath
towards me. So, dear children of GOD, dare you doubt the words
of your Divine SAVIOUR! He says to you: "The FATHER Himself loveth you."
6. Finally, the FATHER'S love is abiding.
It is not only troln everlasting, but it is to everlasting. It will
go on all through the year 1925. It will go on all the days of your
life. It will go on for ever. "I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor augels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of GOD, which
is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD" (Rom. viii. 38, 39).
" Beloved, if GOD so loved us, we ought also to love one another"
(1 John iv. 11).
THE EDITOR,
(Thonw,s Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, N ortolk.

" IN former years, when many Churches were prosperous, there was
a setting of experimental religion in the forefront, that is, a vital
experience of the liberating and sanctifying effects of truth made
manifest in the walk and life. We need doctrine, crystallized in the
strictest form, and preached by called and anointed men, who feel
the power of it in their hearts and show its holy effects in blameless
lives."-The late Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
search I find: (1) Myself an undone creature; (2) That
the Lord Jesus sufficiently satisfied as Mediator, the Law for sin;
(3) So far as I kuow my own heart I do, t!).rough mercy, heartily confess
that He only shall be my Saviour, not my works or duties which I do
only in obedience to Him. (4) If I know my heart I would be ruled
by His Word and Spirit. Behold in a few words the sum and substance
of the Gospel."-John Marcol, once preacher of the Gospel in Dublin.
" UPON
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mla!1l)ilJe jflotel:>.
"THE IMMUTABILITY OF HIS COUNSEL."
" Wherein God, willing more ahundantly to shew unto the heirs of
promise the immutahility of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
that by two immutable th~ngs, in which it was impossible for God
to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before uS."-HEBREWS vi. 17, 18.

THIS passage is based on the promises made to Abraham on the
occasion when he went by Divine command to the land of Moriah
to offer up his son Isaac as a burnt offering. The record of this
event is given in the twenty-second chapter of Genesis, and the
inspired writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews refers to it as true
history. It is worthy of note that in Genesis the speaker of the
promises made to Abraham is called" the Angel of the Lord" and
" the Lord." In the Epistle to the Hebrews He is called" God,"
showing that J ehovah and God are interchangeable terms. There
is no distinction made between the J ehovistic and the Elohistic
terms used for the Deity, as the critics would teach us. In reference
to the promises we read, "When God made promise to Abraham,
because He could swear by no greater He sware by Himself, saying,
Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply
thee." This promise of blessing and multiplication of Abraham's
seed is only a portion of the promises made on the occasion referred
to. There was also the promise, " In thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed." All these promises were made with an
oath. They were prefaced by the words, "By Myself have I
sworn, saith the Lord" (Gen. xxii. 16-18). Moreover, the promises
given were the expression of the counsel or purpose of J ehovah.
These promises were made not only for Abraham's benefit, but
they were intended for the consolation and encouragement of all
who have fled to the Lord Jesus for refuge. They were therefore
written for the instruction and encouragement of all the spiritual
seed of Abraham. Let us think of God's i=utable counsel as
expressed by these promises, and may the Spirit of God Himself
not only enable the writer to unfold the truths therein suggested,
but may He apply them with power to the hearts of writer and
readers.
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1. We learn first that it was God's counsel or purpose to bestow
blessings upon Abraham and upon all the families of the earth.
He promised to bless Abraham. He said, "By Myself have I
sworn, saith the Lord, . . . that in blessing I will bless thee." This
promise no doubt included temporal and spiritual blessings.
When the God of glory appeared to Abraham, when Abraham was
in Mesopotamia, He not only called him to leave his country and
his kindred, but he effectually called him by His grace and bestowed
upon him the great blessing of justification which carried with it
his final glorification in the city which hath foundations. Divinelygiven faith in God, and faith in a coming Redeemer, characterized
Abraham. By faith he obeyed the Divine call; by faith he
sojourned in the land of promise; by faith he believed God and
was accounted righteous; by faith he rejoiced to see Christ's day,
and he saw it and was glad. (See Acts vii. 2; Heb. xi. 8-10;
Rom. iv. 1-3, 11; John viii. 56.) Abraham was blessed with all
spiritual blessings in Christ. The reiterated promise of Divine
blessing upon the Patriarch reassured Abraham of these spiritual
blessings. Along with these the Lord blessed him in temporal
things, as He always does in regard to His people in a greater or
less degree. Abraham's servant was able to say, " The Lord hath
blessed my master greatly; and he is become great; and He hath
given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and men-servants,
and maid-servants, and camels, and asses" (Gen. xxiv. 35).
Evidently the Lord was true to His counsel or purpose concerning
Abraham personally. He is no less true to His purposes of blessing
to all who are Abraham's spiritual seed.
The Lord promised to multiply Abraham's seed. "In muUiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand
u'hieh is upon the seashore." This has been partly fulfilled in the
past history of Abraham's literal seed. Moses said, "Thy fathers
went down into Egypt with threescore and ten persons; .and now
the Lord thy God bath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude" (Deut. x. 22). Solomon said, "Thou hast made me king
over a people like the dust of the earth in multitude" (2 Chron. i. 9).
The promise, however, that Abraham's literal seed should be as
the stars of heaven and as the sand upon the seashore is destined
to have a fuller accomplishment in the future history of Israel. It
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is reiterated through the prophet Hosea. " Yet the number of
the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot
be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the
place where it was said unto tbem, Ye are not My people, there it
shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God"
(Hosea i. 10).
The fulfilment of God's original promise to Abraham, however,
is not dependent entirely upon the multiplicity of his literal
descendants. It will partly be accomplished by the innumerable
multitude of His spiritual children. Abraham is " the father of all
them that believe." "They which are of faith, the same are the
children of Abraham." They are" blessed with faithful Abraham."
" If ye be Cbrist's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according
to the promise." (See Rom. iv. 11; Gal. iii. 7, 9, 29.) Thus this
ancient promise to Abraham, in regard to his seed being as the
stars of heaven for multitude, was an eKpression of the counsel
or purpose of God to gather out and save the people whom He had
chosen" out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation"
(Rev. v. 9). It was a great and glorious promise which secured the
effectual call, the sanctification, the justification, the adoption and
final glorification of all the elect people of God.
A third promise given to Abraham was, " In thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blesseif." (Gen. xxii. 18). This promise must
be understood as addressed to Christ as well as to Abraham. Christ,
the Angel of the Lord, announces to Abraham and to Himself His
purpose to bestow blessing on all the nations of the earth. He is
the Seed in Whom all spiritual blessing was designed to come on
God's people belonging to all the nations of the earth. In reference
to this promise the Apostle says, " He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ" (Gal. iii 16).
When, therefore, the Angel of the Lord said to Abraham, " In thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed," He was
promising blessing in and through Christ, Who as Man was to be
Abraham's Seed. The Apostle Peter also refers the word" seed"
to Christ when he says, "Ye are the children of the prophets, and
of the Covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto
Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be
blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent
•
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Him to bless you, in turning away everyone of you from his
iniquities" (Acts iii. 25, 26). The promise of blessing was a Gospel
promise. The blessing promised was the blessing of justification
which carries with it all other spiritual blessings, for" Whom He
justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30). Hence the
Apostle says, "The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen (Greek, nations) through faith, preached before the Gospel
unto Abraham, sayIng, In thee shall all nations be blessed." In
other words, the blessing which was promised in and through Christ,
Abraham's Seed, was the great blessing of justification by faith in
the obedience unto death of the Lord Jesus Christ. This promised
blessing was the expression of J ehovah's immutable counsel, and in
order that it might ultimately be enjoyed by God's chosen family,
Christ the Seed of Abraham was delivered up to death "by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." Against His holy
Child Jesus, 'Whom He anointed, " both Herod, and Pontius Pilate,
with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
for to do whatsoever His hand and His counsel determined before
to be done" (Acts ii. 23; iv. 27, 28). This gracious Gospel promise
to Abraham could not be enjoyed by God's people apart from the
atoning blood and the righteousness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. They are justified freely by God's grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. They are redeemed" with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without
spot" (1 Peter i. 18, 19). Let us never forget this. He gave His
life a ransom for His people. He secured for them all spiritual
blessings by His atoning death. He loved them and washed them
from their sins in His Own blood. To Him, indeed, let us, who
have tasted of His grace, ascribe glory and dominion for ever.
2. We learn next that God's counsel or purpose is immutable.
That is to say, it is fixed, unalterable, and uncbangeable.
It is immutable in itself. He is a "God, that cannot lie"
(Titus i. 2). His simple word is wholly trustworthy. The simple
yea, yea, of the faithful God can always be relied upon. But
" God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise
the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath." He
prefaced the promise with an oath, "That by two immutable
things in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a
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strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us." The word of promise was one immutable
thing. The oath which J ehovah took to confirm the word of
promise was another immutable thing. By these two immutable
things His people have a strong consolation. For our consolation,
dear fellow-believers, God confirmed His promise by an oath. He
" willed deliberately," as the word might be translated, to show
unto His people that His counsel and purpose concerning them
were immutable, fixed, and unalterable. Oh, what comfort is here!
He is the Lord. He changeth not. He is faithful to all His
promises. "God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the
son of man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He
not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good? "
(Numbers xxiii. 19). He says, "My counsel shall stand, and I will
do all My pleasure . . . I have spoken it, I will also bring it
to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it " (Isaiah xlvi. 10, 11).
His immutable purpose is to multiply Abraham's seed and to bestow
spiritual blessings on a great multitude which no man can number,
gathered out of all the nations of the earth. Nothing can hinder
the carrying out of His gracious designs, for He "worketh all
things after the counsel of His Own will " (Ephes. i. 11).
3. We learn further that this purpose concerns the heirs of promise.
In order that He might show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel He confirmed His promise by an oath.
" The heirs of promise" are in the first place the Old Testament
saints. Abraham dwelt "in tabernacles with Isaac and J acob,
the heirs with him of the same promise" (Heb. xi. 9). The heirs
of promise are also all the spiritual seed of Abrabam. They have
the faith of Abraham. They are Abraham's spiritual children.
They are blessed with him with all spiritual blessings in Christ.
Being Christ's they are " Abraham's seed, and heirs according to
the promise" (Gal. iii. 7, 9, 29). Such have fled for refuge to
Christ. They have by faith laid hold on Him as the hope set
before them. He is the Object of their hope. (See Titus ii. 13;
1 Tim. i. 1.)
Let us who are the Lord's believing people then take comfort in
the immutable counsel and purpose which He has revealed to us
and which He confirmed with an oath.
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4. Lastly, we learn that the immutability of God's counsel brings
strong consolation to the heirs of promise.
They derive consolation from Him through Whom the blessings
promised were secured and purchased. He, the Lord Jesus Christ,
is "the Consolation of Israel" (Luke ii. 25). It is unspeakably
comforting to know that He loved us and gave Himself for us, and
that we have all redemption blessings through His blood.
We derive consolation from Him Who hath communicated the
promised blessings to our souls. He is " another Comforter," and
we have been washed, sanctified, and justified in the Name of the
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. (See 1 Cor. vi. 11.)
We derive consolation from Him Who purposed and planned
the great blessings which are bestowed upon us. God, even our
Father, hath loved us, and given us everlasting consolation and good
hope through grace. (See 2 Thess. ii. 16.) No convulsions among
the nations, and no change in our circumstances, and no designs
of Satan can alter His immutable purposes of mercy and grace
towards His people. No weapon formed against them shall prosper.

" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet:
Things future nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forgo,
Or sever my soul from His love.
" My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace:
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven! "

THE
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

" 0 FOR the power of the Spirit of God to convict of sin and save
by the blood of Jesus."-A Missionary on the way to Burma.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Quicken Thou me acrording to Thy Word."-Ps.

15

cm. 25.

THESE words were given me whilst looking up to the Lord for a suitable
portion upon which to address our dear readers at the commencement
of a new year. As the writer feels it to be a very suitable prayer in her
own experience, may the Holy Spirit so quicken her, that from an overflowing heart she may be enabled to write words which will suit and
fit the experience of others, and thereby may the Lord be glorified
and His people blessed as they cross the threshold of 1925.
"Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,

With all Thy quickening powers;
Come, shed abroad a Saviour's love,

And that shall kindle ours."
Increasingly and daily do we feel the need of such a prayer. We
have to mourn a dull and lifeless state and to enter into the sorrowful
statement, "Whilst the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and
slept." The wise as well as the foolish virgins slumbered-those who
had oil in their lamps as well as those who" took their lamps and took
no oil with them." The state of the Laodiceau Church testifies against
Christendom to-day. "Thou art neither cold nor hot. I would that
thou wert cold or hot." The obsession of daily cares, the disquietudes
in our midst, as well as the tremendous pace by which things national,
political, and ecclesiastical pass before us, all go to distract and disturb
us and wean our hearts from Heavenly things. Where is the holy
fellowship and communion of the saints, the heart-burning realized
as in days of old, as we walked and talked of the Beloved of our souls
and found how" Jesus Himself drew near and went with" us 1 Where
is the experience of David, who " went in and sat before the Lord,"
waiting to hear what He would speak and how He would o'pen up His
Word unto His servant 1 Who have the longing in their hearts and
the cry upon their lips, "Come, Lord Jeslls, come quickly" 1 And
therefore such a text which is before us for our consideration at this
time is seasonable and comforting. It tells us how the man of God
likewise felt his need of quickening. The Scriptures of Truth are full
of encouragement to poor, empty, and undone sinners. The precious
Word of God states the truth and does not gloss over the sins of the
people of God. But it likewise magnifies the riches of His grace and
mercy, and gives us to hope whilst we find others like ourselves, great
sinners and much forgiven.
And it is very striking also that in the midst of so many declarations
of how David loved God's commandments, and made His statutes
his delight, yet he is crying out, "Quicken Thou me." In the 176
verses, with but one exception or two, each contains a declaration of
the commandments, laws, or statutes of David's God; and in nine
~
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verses we get our text or its equivalent: "Quicken Thou me." Let
us take them in order and see the ground upon which the Psalmist
pleaded.
The first includes all we have been saying and confessing. "My
soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken Thou me according to Thy
Word" (verse 25). The verb to quicken has three significations. It
means to give life to the dead, which is the sole prerogative of " God
Who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as
though they were" (Rom. iv. 17). It also means, To raise and cheer
up such as languish, by renewing their comforts and exciting their
graces. "Thou Who hast shown me great and sore troubles, shalt
quicken me again, and shall bring me up from the depths of the earth"
(Ps. lxiii. 20). Exactly the language of Jonah and many a child of
God who has had the prophet's experience since! It is they, like him,
who cry, "I am cast out of Thy sight, yet will I look again toward
Thy holy temple." And then there is a third rendering to the word
quicken, i.e., To bring such as are dead in sin into a state of spiritual
life by enduing them with a principle of grace and spiritual life
in sanctification, and delivering them from the guilt of sin by
justification. "And you hath He quickened who were dead in
trespasses and sins. . . . But God . . . even when we were dead in
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ" (Ephes. ii. 1, 5). And
the prayer of David applies to the second of these. It is the cry of a
living soul; of one who has been" quickened together with Christ,"
and made a new creature in Him, and accepted in the Beloved. It
is the mark of a new-born soul, as much as the proof of a new-born
babe that it lives if it cries; and it is His elect who are said to " crv
unto Him day and night." So that, however Iowa child of God may
sink, however desponcling he may become, however harassed, perplexed,
and tried by the arch-enemy of souls who calls in question his eternal
salvation and safety in Christ Jesus, the cry" Quicken Thou me " is
a proof of life, and it never fails to reach the ear of his God, and bring
down help and succour and relief.
The Psalmist is on good and safe ground of pleacling, "Quicken
Thou me according to Thy Word." Why do you want quickening,
David 1 You were so recently as in the previous verse declaring,
" Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors," and in a
few moments, as it were, in the very next step in your path, the sun
is obscured; no delights now possess your heart, and you are mournfully confessing, "My soul cleaveth unto the dust." This was not
the first time the Psalmist had thus suffered. In the Forty-fourth
Psalm there is similar language and he is crying out, "For our soul
is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth." And
why 1 Why does he cry out for the Lord to arise and" redeem him
for His mercies' sake" 1 It was because the Lord had hidden His
face, and David is fearing he is "cast off for ever." Would that be
like the Lord 1 Would that be His Divine work Who" hateth putting
away," and Who declares, " I am the Lord, I change not; thereforc
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ye sons of Jacob are not consumed" 1 Yea, hath God ever cast
away His people 1 A season of deep trial through which the writer
was called to pass some few years ago. recurs to memory as she pens
this, and in the extremity of her desperate case, as daily new straits
attended her, she remarked to a beloved friend-<me of the Lord's
meek-hearted and humble followers-" He won't forsake me now,
will He 1 " and sweetly and graciously the prompt reply came, which
set the heart at liberty, "You will be the first He has ever forsaken."
And so, dear child of God, whatever your exercise or trial at the
present time, let David's language fit your lips and go and plead it
before your God, " Quicken Thou me according to Thy Word." How
graciously has the Lord provided against these seasons for His tempesttossed and sin-harassed children! He says, "0 Israel, return unto
the Lord: take with you words and say," and thus He puts into His
children's lips befitting prayer and gives them grace to remind Him
of His own sworn words of promise. Because Thou art God that
cannot lie, because Thou hast sworn by Thy Word that Thou wilt
never leave nor forsake anyone of Thy children, because of this,
"Quicken Thou me, according to· Thy Word." We find the same
words repeated in other verses in this same Psalm which go to make
up the experience of every redeemed child of God. "I am afliicted
very much: quicken me, 0 Lord, according unto Thy Word" (verse
107), and again, "Plead my ·cause, and deliver me; quicken me
according to Thy Word" (verse 154).
But we must pass on to another of these cries after quickening and
restoring grace: "Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity, and
quicken Thou me according to Thy Word" (verse 37). This is a mark
of His children, His dwellers in Zion. They shut their eyes from seeing
evil (see Isa. xxxiii. 10), and poor David knew to his sorrow how a
weak moment had tripped him up and how an unguarded look led to
the blemishing of an honoured name, and a shameful fall. And so,
with the sin ever before him and his conscience now made tender, he
prays, "Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity, and quicken
Thou me according to Thy Word." Oh, it is a good and safe prayer
under all circumstances, and we cannot use it too frequently.
And furthermore, the prayer of the Psalmist is that he may be
quickened in the righteousness of Another-he had none of his own.
Our righteousnesses are" as filthy rags." But we, dear children of
God, breathe this prayer continually, " Quicken me in Thy righteousness" (verse 40). It was the dying Berridge who was heard to be
breathing out these sweet utterances, " A robe I must have, Lord, of
one whole piece; broad as the law, spotless as the light, and richer
than an angel ever wore, even the robe of Christ's righteousness."
It is the very proof of life, the life of God within the soul, that believers
cry out after the righteousness found only in a precious Christ, Who
is all their salvation and all their desire.· Their true and mournful
confession is, "Sin dwelleth in me," and" When I would do good, evil
is present with me," but they cry out, "Quicken Thou me according
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Thy righteo'UlJ'M8s." This cry brings Heaven's answer down and a
revelation of the Lord our righteousness.
And again, David pleads for quickening and restoring grace on the
ground of the loving-kindness of his God. "Quicken me after Thy
loving-kIndness" (verse 88), or as it is in vers(; 159, "according to
Thy loving-kindness." Oh, how" rich in mercy" is the Lord toward
His children! How bountifully does He bestow His free grace and
favour in Christ Jesus! It is not only mercy-that is great indeed, but
it is tender mercy likewise, and all because of His well-beloved Son.
I remember the late beloved J ames Ormiston, in speaking of Psalm
ciii. 4, recalled a remark he once heard fall from the lips of Mr. Spurgeon,
when he said, "Who crowneth thee with loving-kindness, and as
though the crowned one might feel its weight too much, He puts the
velvet linirI!J in it of tender mereies."
Yes, all the mercies enjoyed by the people of God are bestowed
upon us in and through and for the sake of Jesus; and they are likewise on the same ground, tender and compassionate. The Apostle
Panl had drunk deeply into the tender mercies of His forgiving, allcompassionate God in Christ Jesus, Whom he had once persecuted in
His saints. Hence it was that the much-forgiven one was the muchloving one, and his love yearned over the saints at Philippi to whom he
wrote, " For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the
bowels of Jesus Christ," i.e., in the tender heart of Jesus Christ, as it
might be rendered. And who does not covet earnestly this tenderhearted love so shed abroad in our hearts that it may shine and outflow
to the living members of Christ's mystical Body 1
And now we come to yet another of the Psalmist's desires after the
quickening power of his God. "Hear my voice according unto Thy
loving-kindness; 0 Lord, quicken me according to Thy judgment"
(verse 149).
This is a prayer, as we have before noted, not of one devoid of the
quickening power of his God, but of one who longs after a reviving, a
renewal, a restoring grace, and that he maybe quickened according
to the judgment of his God. It breathes the same desire as when
David pleaded, "Look Thou upon me and be merciful unto me, as
Thou usest to do unto those that love Thy Name." "As has been
Thy wont, Lord, as has been Thy custom in times past, visit my soul
again; restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and quicken me
after Thy word of promise and Thy righteous judgment." Blest soul
that can confidingly sing, with the immortal Topladyto

II

Things future, nor things that are now,

Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forgo,
Or sever my soul from His love."

The same prayer is repeated by the Psalmist in verse 156, but with
the word judgment in the plural. And since every jot and tittle of
Holy Scripture is inspired, there must be an import and signification
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in the change. And it has come home to the writer with sweetness
that whilst David in one place can plead to be quickened after the
judgment of his God, he asks further to be a pardoned and accepted
and reconciled son after the discriminating mercy and character of his
God, _Who will be merciful to whom He will be merciful. He can
also plead, "Qnicken me according to Thy judgments." Remember
the sure mercies of David, Lord. Remember Thy many past deliverances and favours. Think upon the promises proved in Thy servant's
past experience and meet my case again as Thou hast been wont.
And He Who "hateth putting away, Who cannot deny Himself,"
is held thus by every wrestling Jacob until the blessing is bestowed
sooner or later. "Great are Thy tender mercies, 0 Lord; quicken
me according to Thy judgments." Quicken me! Do not condemn
me, or cast me of! as I richly deserve. Thou seest how sin has
weakened me, and how guilty departures and a barren and lifeless
state have made me mourn the coldness of my love and the imperfection
of my most holy services. But though, if Thou spurn me from Thy
sight, I should still justify Thee as righteous, true, and holy in all
Thy ways; yet I cannot leave the posts of Thy doors; I am bound
to watch still at Thy gates, and longing for Thy returuing, reviving,
restoring favours, I cry, " Quicken Thou me according to Thy Word."
Yea, " Quicken me for Thy Name's sake; for Thy righteousness' sake,
bring my soul out of trouble."
Most striking is the last verse of this long Psalm. Whilst 175 verses
have engaged the Psalmist's spiritual mind in declaring the statutes,
commandments, and precepts of his God as his delight, yet he ends
with the conclusion which is the heart-felt experience of every redeemed
child of God, " I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Thy ·servant,
for I do not forget Thy commandments." In the confession lies the
comfort, that the great Shepherd of His sheep will go on seeking not
only the lost but the straying one, and that, in spite of the mournful
knowledge of indwelling corruptions and daily errings and proneness
of heart to wander, yet the spirit-taught child can say, "I am Thy
servant-seek Thy sheep, for I do not forget Thy commandments."
Restore me, great Shepherd and Bishop of my soul, and" let my soul
live and it shall praise Thee." It was the cry of a living soul already:
but of one whose life gave every evidence that, not satisfied with
present attainments, and conscious, to his sorrow, that there are
many wanderings, slippings, and backsliilings of heart and practice, he
still cries out for the promised blessing, which the great Shepherd of
His ransomed flock uttered when on earth, "I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."
And thus it is, that because He failetk not" The weakest saint shall win the day
Though earth and hell oppose the way."
The prayer under our consideration, beloved reader, is always
seasonable and acceptable in the ears of Him Who is the Keeper of

20

The Gospel Magazine

His saints-" Quicken Thou me according to Thy Word." May we
know much in sweet experience of the quickening, reviving, and
restoring of the great Head of the Church that shall redound to His
etmnal glory. May the Holy Spirit make it a growing year. May He
quicken our graces, revive our drooping faith, and restore our souls.
$0 she.ll the new year be a growing and fruitful one, and our joy, the
joy that no man taketh from us.

R.
~ermlJlH,

nnll Note£> of Sennoll£>.

THE LEVITICAL OFFERINGS AND THE ATONEMENT.
A SERMON PREACHED ON TUESDAY, MAY 8TH, 1923, AT
GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL, LONDON, AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION, BY THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK,
~LA., RD., INCUMBENT OF THE CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
(SLIGHTLY ABBREVIATED.)

" And wlw1.soever man there be of the Muse of Israel, or of the strangers
that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will
even set My face against that soul tlwl eateth blood, and will cut
him off jfom among his people. For the life of the flesh is in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the aUa?· to make an atonement for yOU?· souls; for it is the blood that maketh an atonement
for the soul. Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul
of you shall eat blood, neither shall any strange?· that sojourneth
among you eat blood."-LEv. xvii. 10-12.
I SUPPOSE it will be generally admitted that the Book of Leviticus
is perhaps the least read and the least understood book of the Bible,
though it is, of course, an integral part of God's inspired Word. It
is usually regarded as a very dry and very uninteresting book, full
of peculiar laws and rites and ceremonies which may have had an
important bearing upon Israel of old, but which seem to have little
or no bearing upon the men and women of the present day. But
those who have made a special study of it-and, thank God, there
have been a good many-have found it to be a perfect mine of spiritual
wealth. It has been not inappropriately compared with the tabernacle
in the wilderness, which on the outside was certainly not very attractive; it was a long box-like structure, covered on the outside with
badgers' skins-nothing at all attractive to the outward eye. But
what a difference when you got inside! Then there was everything
that was beautiful and arresting. On the outside insignificant; on
the inside everything that would attract attention. Something
similar might be said of the Lord Jesus Himself. I suppose that as
far as outward form and beauty were concerned, if we keep closely
to the Scriptures, the Lord Jesus possessed little or nothing of this.

.
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You remember how the prophet Isaiah, speaking of tbe Messiah .in
the 53rd chapter, said that He would have no form or comeliness,
and that when men should see Him there should be no beauty that
they should desire Him. No outward form, no outward beauty; and
yet, in spite of that clear intimation, you know how the Jews anticipated that when their Messiah came, He would far surpass in outward
beauty all who had preceded Him; He would surpass Moses who was
exceeding fair, and David who was of a beautiful countenance; and
when the Messiah did appear, they were utterly disappointed and,
as the prophet said they would do, "they hid as it were their faces
from Him; He was despised, and they esteemed Him not." There
was nothing to attract the outward, carnal eye. But those whose
eyes had been opened by Divine grace perceived in. the Lord Jesus a
beauty which no carnal eye could perceive. To them He was" fairer
than the children of men"; to them He was the "chiefest among
ten thousand, the altogether-lovely One." It made all the difference
when the eyes of their heart had been illuminated. They saw then
the Lord Jesus clothed with the beauty of holiness, the highest form
of beauty in all God's universe. There is nothing so beautiful as
holiness. Christ was covered with the beauty of holiness, but it
needed an enlightened eye to see that. There was outwardly nothing
to attract, but when the spirit was illuminated, then there was a
beauty that could scarcely be described. Just as it was with the
old Tabernacle, and as it was with the Lord Jesus, so it is with this
book. Outwardly to the carnal eye exceedingly dry and uninteresting; but when the eyes of the heart and the understanding have
been enlightened by the Spirit of God, when we bring to this book
the only key that can unlock it-Christ Himself-when we enter
upon the study of it in humble and reverent and teachable reliance
upon the Spirit of truth, then what a difference! It is no longer
dry and uninteresting, but perfectly marvellous. From the little that
I have studied it I can bear that testimony; there is a wonderful
unveiling of the Lord Jesus Christ right throughout this supposedly
dry and uninteresting book. Well might Romaine speak of it as
" the Gospel according to Leviticus," for indeed it is the Gospel, the
Gospel of the grace of God; though veiled under types and shadows,
yet still there. It has often been pointed out-and I think it needs
to be very specially in these days-that there is not another book
in the Bible which contains so manv of the actual words of Jehovah
as this Book of Leviticus. It is a' remarkable fact that God is the
Speaker, we might say, all throughout. As if to refute beforehand
the destructive theories of the modern critics, we are told no fewer
than fifty-six times in the course of twenty-seven chapters that Jehovah
called or spake unto Moses. Again and again we read that same
statement: "The Lord spake unto Moses"; wherever you turn you
find that declaration. Yet the view that is now commonly held in
critical circles is that Moses had nothing whatever to do with this
book. They have fornled a theory-I should call it a foolish and
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an incredible theory-that this book was compiled a thousand years
after Moses' time; a theory that a number of priests (they are always
unknown) took it into their heads to compile this book after the
Babylonish captivity, and, knowing that their worthless names would
never carry any weight, they said: "The Lord spake unto Moses" ;
they palmed it off on to Moses because the name of Moses would
carry greater weight than any of their own names. I suppose that is
regarded as a great literary, modern discovery; but anything more
foolish and ridiculous you could not imagine. We traditionists, as
they call us, in our ignorance, believe that Jehovah spake unto Moses,
and we believe it in company with our blessed Lord and Master
Himself, all of Whose utterances are absolutely trustworthy and reliable.
The Lord Jesus, in the eighth chapter of Matthew's Gospel, said to the
poor leper who had been cleansed: "Go thy way: show thyself to
the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded for a testimony
unto them." Where did Moses give such a command! Ouly in one
place and only in one book, the Book of Leviticus, in the fourteenth
chapter. The Lord Jesus believed in the authenticity and genuineness
of this book, and we need not, therefore, be alarmed at these incredible
theories that are being put forward in these days. We stand by
the Son of God, and when all the statements of the critics have been
proved to be lies, every utterance of the Lord Jesus will have been
found to be absolutely true, and those who have taken their stand
upon His statements will never be put to shame. I love to thinkit is only a thought, of course-that on that memorable walk of the
Lord Jesus to Emmaus on the day of His resurrection, when He talkcd
to those two perplexed and troubled disciples, and it says: "Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself," in that wonderful
exposition Leviticus formed a large part. I may be wrong, but in
any case it is undoubted that throughout the book we have a marvellous
unveiling of the Lord Jesus Christ by a series of God-given illustrations,
and God's illustrations are always better than man's illustrations.
By a series of God-chosen illustrations the way of salvation and the
way of holiness through Christ are made so plain in this Book of
Leviticus, that they who run may read.
You are well aware that in the first seven chapters we have the
five great offerings brought forward and the laws concerning them;
the burnt offering, the meal offering, the peace offering, the sin offering, and the trespass offering, and taken together those five offcrings,
which are so frequently allUded to all through the Word of God, present
us with a perfect and complete picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
His perfect and complete sacrifice upon the cross of Calvary. Each
of the five offerings has its own special feature different from the
others, but when they are all taken together they give us a complete
picture of Christ's sacrificial work. Just as the four Gospels give us
one portrait--the portrait of Jesus-so the five offerings give us one
picture of the Lord Jesus Christ from different standpoints. It is
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interesting to notice that the order in which they are given to us by
God in those first seven chapters is exactly the reverse of the order
in which we apprehend them. God begins with Christ as the burnt
offering, a picture of His full and complete and sinless surrender to
the will of God, and He finishes with the trespass offering. We begin
where God leaves off. Before we can apprehend the significance of
the burnt offering, before we are really in a position to apprehend its
meaning, we are able to apprehend by Divine grace the meaning of
Christ as the trespass offering. That is what we want first of all,
for when we are brought under conviction by the Holy Ghost, what
concerns us is our trespasses, our sins. We want to know if there
is a way of getting rid of these trespasses; our souls are burdened.
If we are taken in hand by the Holy Ghost we are burdened, and
that which burdens us is our sins, our offences, our trespasses. Is
there any way in which they can be dealt with and put away? We
want to know if there is an offering that can remove our trespasses.
A dead person, of course, feels no burden. You can put a number
of weights and burdens upon a dead person and he feels nothing;
but let him have a little life, even just a little, and you put a burden
on him, then he will feel that, and if it is a heavy burden he will
groan and writhe under it. Bunyan's Pilgrim, with his burden on
his back, went along groaning and weeping as he went. I was reading
only yesterday of Charles Simeon. When he was brought under
conviction by the Spirit of God he envied the dogs in the street;
he wished he was mortal like they were; he was wretched and miserable
under the convicting power of the Spirit of God until he fomid peace.
Yes, so it is with the sinner. He is burdened, he finds no ease, he
must have a vision of Christ as the trespass offering, and, thank God,
sooner or later the vision is vouchsafed. He comes up to the cross
as the Pilgrim came up, and there his burden is removed from his
shoulders, falls into the empty sepulchre, and he gives three leaps
for joy as he thinks what it means, this wonderful relief to the conscience,
and he looks and looks again, until the tears course down his cheeks
and his heart is melted. YesU

Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone;

But a sense of blood·bought pardon
Soon dissolves a heart of stone."

That is the first thing we need, to apprehend Christ as the trespass
offering. We begin where God ends and work our way back again,
until we are able, through Divine grace, to take in the significance
of the burnt offering. 0 belovei\, have you had that vision? Has
everybody here to-night had that vision? Have you known what
it has been to be under conviction of sin, convicted by the Holy
Ghost? Have you known what it is to be brought up to the cross;
to have the eyes of your heart opened to see its significance and meaning, and to see your sins, your trespasses, your iniqnities laid by the
hand of Jehovah upon God's beloved Son? Have you seen the
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Lamb taking away your sins 1 Have you seen the Divine Scapegoat,
alluded to in this wonderful sixteenth chapter of Leviticus, taken
away into a land not inhabited, laden with your trespasses and the
trespasses of all the people of God 1 Have you had that vision 1 0
·blessed, blessed truth-the truth of Christ as the trespass offering. All
QUI' sins, our wilful sins, our presumptuous sins, our sins against. light
and knowledge, OUT sins of ignorance-alas! more numerous than
many of us imagine-the sins of our holy things, the iniquity
of our holy things, all, all, every particle, laid upon God's beloved
Son and removed beyond recall. Language fails to express the COInpleteness of the removal. "As far as the east is from the west, so
far hath He removed our transgressions from us." Oh yes! Jehovah
declares: "I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and
as a cloud thy sins." Bless His holy Name, He is our perfect Substitute, our perfect Sacrifice, provided by a holy God for His people.
(To be collcl"aea.)

"BE THOU THEIR ARM: EVERY ~WRNING."
ISAIAH xxxiii. 2.
AT the opening of another new year, I would affectionately express
warmest wishes that the specially loving guidance of Jehovah Jireh
may be the happy portion of each dear reader during 1925. May
He manifest His Covenant blessings in Christ Jesus increasingly to
every longing, thirsting soul, revealing continually more and more
of our high calling of God in Christ.
For as we sing sometimes:
" The hill of Zion yields
A thousand sacred sweets,
Before we reach the heavenly fields
Or wa.lk the golden streets."

We do not sufficiently realize the joy of " possessing our possessions."
We do not as "partakers of our heavenly calling" search into the
stores laid up in Christ Jesus, "the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus." "All things are
yours." Yes, and note how the Holy Spirit proceeds to emphasize
this, "things present, or things to come, all al'e yours, and ye are
Christ's and Christ is God's." How sweetly the strongholds of assurance are linked! Ye-Christ's-God's. Oh! believer, rejoice in this
Spirit-given joy and certainty.
Thus I would take as the prayer for Christ's own for 1925: "Be
Thou their arm every morning" (Isa. xxxiii. 2), for His arm is constantly exercised on their behalf in various ways. The chapter from
which these words are taken is full of most hlessed verities, past,
present, and future. Most fittingly was Isaiah described by Jerome
as, "He is not so much a prophet as an evangelist." The Gospel
shines out in Isaiah so brightly and fully, and Christ is seen in His birth,
His life, and substitutionary death, and in His exaltation. Some
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portions seem almost a continuation of the Song of songs in loving
fervour and sweetness. In this thirty-third chapter, we are led from
prayer to praise, from overcoming victory to peace and glory. So I
would adopt these words as our daily morning prayer: "Be Thou
their (or our) arm every morning," for we need the Almighty arm
constantly all day, all the time, for varying needs.
I. A great arm conquering enemies (Exod. xv. 16): "By the greatness of Thine arm they shall be as still as a stone till Thy people pass
over." Thy people: see how the Lord watches His people, keeping
the enemy" still as a stone" till His people safely pass over.
II. A redeeming arm (Ps. lxxvii. 15): "Thon hast with Thine arm
redeemed Thy people." Note again His arm exercised for His people.
Ill. A mighty arm (Ps. lxxxix. 13): "Thou hast a mighty arm."
Indeed He is the Almighty, the Omnipotent. There is nothing, dear
child of God, too heavy for Him to lift. He has s:1id: "I have laid
help upon one that is mighty," one that is mighty He has laid help
upon. He provided David himself with strength: "The Lord on
high is mightier . . . than the mighty waves of the sea," "Mighty
to save."
IV. A strengthening arm (Ps. lxxxix. 21). We find the Lord has
not only a strong arm but that also, " Mine arm shall also strengthen
him," His dear servant. "The Lord will give strength unto His people"
(Ps. xxix. 11). The Strong Deliverer will not only exercise His own
strength but He will impart strength. How this should stimulate us,
dear believer!
" Strong in the strength which God supplies,
Through His eternal Son,
Stand then in His great might,
With all His strength endued,"
V. A victorious arm (Ps. xcviii. 1): "His right hand and His holy
arm hath gotten Him the victory." "Thine, 0 Lord, is the victory."
" The Lord wrought a great victory."
VI. A ruling arm (Isa. xl. 6): "His arm shall rule for Him." It
is strong consolation to know we have a mighty Ruler, a Ruler Who
at the same time is Friend, Father, King, and Brother.
VII. A gathering arm (Isa. xl. 11): "He shall gather the lambs
with His arm." So tender is He that although His arm is great, strong,
and mighty, yet He looks down upon the weak in His flock, the
lambs, and gathers them. Amid all His strength and majesty, He
bends to gather.
VIII. A salvation-bringing arm (Isa. lix. 16): "He saw that there
was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore
His arm brought salvation unto Him." When man's plight was
desperate, no man to save, no man to intercede, He did not leave
him to perish, but Himself filled the breach. His arm brought salvation. He did "'ot leave His people in their solitary estate.
IX. A glorious arm (Isa. lxiii. 12): He" led them by the right
hand of Moses with His glorious arm, dividing the water before them."
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Do you see, dear reader, His glorious arm dividing the water, the
water of aflliction, of sorrow, of sin, before them 1 In their sight
working for them, and do notice why: "To make Himself an everlasting name," in verse 14 to make Himself" a glorious name."
Jnst think how He links thy salvation and deliverance, dear reader,
with Himself to make Himself an everlasting and glorious name.
He needs thee to show forth His glory. And do notice further that
when He divided (see Exod. xiv. 22), He made a dry path in the midst
of the sea. Also" the waters were a wall unto them on their right
hand and on their left." So the terrible water itself became their
guard. Is it not wonderful how the very obstacles themselves or
apparent obstacles are changed into protecting comforts ?-" The clouds
ye so mnch dread are big with mercy." Have you a cloud or trial,
a seeming hindrance, a flood of sorrow, a trembling heart, dear reader 1
Ah! He with His glorious arm will make" a rainbow of thy tears."
He will make a dry path between the waters. He will make the
waters into walls, a dry path in the midst of the sea.
X. His holy arm (Ps. xcviii. 1): "With His own right hand and
His holy arm hath He gotten Himself the victory." Victory over
enemies, victory for His people, victory through the blood of the
Lamb, for He spared not His only Son, but freely gave Him up for
us all. "The Lord hath made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all
the nations; and all the ends of the world shall see the salvation
of our God." His holy arm, for He vindicated the law, He brought
together the sinner and the Saviour in the salvation of His people in
Christ the Holy Ohe.
XI. A stretched-out arm (Ps. cxxxvi. 12). This seems to imply His
eager willingness, His all-embracing mercy and love, His stretchedout arm of might and strength, lovingly to shield and to hold fast.
XII. "On Mine arm shall they trust" (Isa. li. 5). For in that
mighty arm there is no failure. Therefore the weak are strong, trusting on His arm, leaning on His strength, resting in His grace.
Thus we see what a suitability there is in these words. What
a fulness in the plea for the new year. This arm every morning,
every morning before the day's conflicts muster together, the arm
of the Lord is outstretched to shield His dear ones from all evil. There
is strength for all laid up in His arm. There is protection, there
is guidance and salvation, victory and redemption, in His glorious,
holy arm every morning: not selected days but every morning. That
arm is stretched out for thee, beloved reader, and thine heart responds:
" I have no help but Thine, nor do I need
Another arm save Thiue to lean npon."
This arm, His arm, is for thee every morning, every day. Just think
of it. The everlasting arms are underneath, holding thee with ever.'
lasting strength in everlasting love.
There is just one thought more I would fain give concerning the
arm of the Lord (see Cant. viii. 6), the loving, clinging, touching prayer
of the Bride, " Set me as a seal upon Thine heart, as a seal upon Thine
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arm." The seal is a token of ownership. It is associated with all
the relics of antiquity and all customs of business in every age. It
is used first to authenticate and certify. So the Holy Ghost certifies
the believer, putting the stamp of God upon him, giving to him the
witness of His acceptance and assurance of His full salvation.
Agam: the seal is an expression of reality. The Holy Spirit
makes the truth real. What was theory He turns into aetual experience. Finally, the seal transfers the image. Thus the Bride asks for
her engraved likeness to be always visible to Him. She has hitherto
been leaning on Him, "her arm on His arm, her head on His bosom,
so she prays now that before they part her impression may be graven
both on His· heart and on His arm, answering to His love and His
power." The seal indicating making fast, satisfying, confirming, just as
legal documents are sealed and are binding, so in like manner, dear
Clrrist-loved reader, you are sealed, sealed as His, His own legal property
purchased with His Blood. "He which stablisheth us with you in
Clrrist and hath anointed us is God: Who hath also sealed us and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts." "Sealed with that
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His
glory." The arm stretched out upon the cross, that Heart which
was broken for you on Calvary, weighted with your sins, attest the
sealed gift of the Father to Him. You are the Covenant gift of the
Father to the Son, sealed by the Holy Spirit, made fast, secured to
Him on Heart and arm. Be of good cheer, "nothing can untwine
His life from thine."
•
NETTlE.

JOSEPH'S FORGIVENESS.
SOLOMON said: "The wicked flee when no man pursueth," and we
might see the truth of it exemplified in the later conduct of Joseph's
bretlrren. Immediately on the death of their father they began.!to
feel as if they were exposed to some ill from which his presence, feeble
though he might be, protected them. "They said, Joseph will peradventure hate us and will certainly requite us all the evil which we
did unto him." They might have considered that quite apart from
the fear of God, for his own character's sake it would be much more
agreeable to him, with all Egypt at his feet, to treat them benevolently,
and at least with the appearance of good will. It is very easy to be
kind when everyone is bowing down to us. But the old guilt lay on
their consciences and they feared "where no fear was." So they
sent a message purporting that their father, before he died, commanded them to acknowledge again their ancient fault and to ask
forgiveness. "And Joseph wept when they spake unto him." Why
did his self-possession so readily fail him? It was not long since he
had fallen on the neck of his departed father and wept there. But
time and duty forbade his lingering. He had to arrange one of the
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most imposing funerals there has ever been. He had been back to his
old home, and had left his father in Canaan, sleeping with Abraham
and Sarah his wife, with Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and with his
own wife Leah, in the field and cave of Macpelah. Now he had
returned to Egypt, to the very heart of the world, and a glory had
departed. His kindred were to remain away from their own land,
"until God visited them," and if Joseph knew all that had been
revealed to Abraham of their bondage, the sorrows of his heart must
have been enlarged, even though in the confidence of faith he knew
that God would certainly take them home again, and that his own
bones would go too. And as these thoughts pressed upon him, his
brothers' message came. They were afraid of him. They looked for
any kind of revenge at his hand, and even his father (at least so they
wanted him to believe) had not trusted his love and kindness. Was
it the sudden sense of universal misery and the desolation of sin that
made him weep? Perhaps so. But we know how it feels sometimes
when suddenly, with some unlooked-for occurrence, all light is darkened.
We feel the power of the devil, how ceaseless and strong his malice is,
how exposed, except for the enduring mercy of God, we are to it, how
powerless to help or keep ourselves, and how full of wrong and sin
in our own hearts. In any case" J oseph wept," and his tears were
put into God's bottle. How tender is His mercy: "In all their
aflliction He is afflicted," though they, in their own unbelief and through
the suggestions of the enemy, think that the Lord must throw some
of their burdens back upon themselves as being none of His doing or
care. But again Joseph rosE! from his heaviness to " plead the cause"
of God, Who had turned all their evil into good. As for himself, they
might never have wronged him. "Now therefore fear ye not. I
will nourish you and your little ones. And he comforted them and
spake kindly to them." They were comforted. They believed now
that all their brother's thoughts were peace, and were sure that while
he remained alive, they should lack nothing for themselves or for
their little ones. They could never undo what they had done, but
they were for ever forgiven, and whoever should lay it to their charge
in the coming years, J oseph would not.
There have been children of God and brethren of Christ (so we
read it in their experiences, and there are such still), who have felt
as well as believed that their sin and their sins were forgiven and forgotten by Him against Whom only they were committed. They have
been able to say with the unfaltering lips of the Apostle that Christ
loved them and gave Himself for them. They have seen themselves
complete in Him. They have been comforted by the voice of God.
There are and have been others, as much children and no less heirs
of the kingdom, who have waited and still waited for such assurance.
Their consciences and hearts have been as heavy, though perhaps not
in the same way, as ever were the consciences of Reuben, Siroeon,
Levi or Juilah, and the others. They are no better than they. But
they want to hear from Christ's Own lips that He loves them, their
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own selves. They want to have Him for themselves and not for
another. These are they to whom every promise of the Gospel belongs
and will be ful6.lled. These are they to whom the Lord says: "Fear
not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom," whom He called His love and His undefiled ages before they
were born, and in whom He was delighting ages before that. Peace
He left them, His peace He gave unto them, and it is this peace which
balances all their sorrows and heart-sinkings. It is a holy peace
bought at the price of His atoning blood, and no charge can ever be
proved against them. They will know all this sooner or later, will
understand something of the preciousness of Christ's death, and of
the love of God. The Holy Spirit will comfort them eternally, and
has not this eternity already dawned upon them 1 In the meantime
and amongst a hundred other directions of love, He says to them:
" Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you."
FOLLOWER-ON.
SIMILAR SENTENCES.

(Concluded from page 492.)
" Be still and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen,
I tvill be exalted in the ea,.th."-PsA. xlvi. 10.
DEPENDING on the guiding and instructing presence of the Holy Spirit,
may reader and writer profit by the further study of the subject before
us.

" And the people answered him not a word "-" But the people held
their peace, and answered him not a word" (1 Kings xviii. 21 ; 2 Kings
xviii. 36). Both these histories are of thrilling interest, stories that
attracted from early childhood. In each instance J ehovah's Godship
was at stake, if one may so express it. Let us take 1 Kings xviii. first.
Elijah had just asked the people the momentous question, " How long
halt ye between two opinions 1 "-hover between the true God and the
false gods 1 The people could not answer the prophet. Then the test
followed-Which God is God 1 Elijah knew what the result would be.
For hours Baal's worshippers called vainly on "Baal" to "hear"
and" answer" them (margin). But it was useless. "There was no
voice nor any that heard" (margin). . Then "it came to pass" at
" the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice" that Elijah " repaired
the altar," prepared the "sacrifice," drenched it, and "filled the
trench also with water," and prayed, " Let it be known this day that
Thou art God." The ardent servant of the living God did not work
or pray in vain. For" the fire of the Lord fell and consumed" all.
The fervent heat of that" fire" must have been felt very far off !
The stirring prophet had been raised up as a reformer, and fearless
and dauntless he acted under God. True he had his hour of despondency and fear later-who of human beings has not 1 True he also
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made mistakes-as what human being does not? But now, steadfast
for the truth and staunch for the right, he stood before the people
in his integrity. And his position was maintained by God and he
prevailed with God. And that openly before men. His work was
verily a difficult work, but the Lord carried him through it. Has He
called you just now, beloved reader, to some strangely difficult service?
Are you shrinking from all that it involves? Do you feel your insufficiency for all that it entails? Nay! fear not! He has chosen you
for the work, all must be well. He will most surely enable you for it.
It is comforting to remember that while our loving Saviour is preparing
a place for us in the future, our heavenly Father is equally preparing
our place for us in the present. Hence we may follow unfalteringly
where He leads, ever sure of His protecting and assisting presence.
And if like Elijah we too are betrayed into mistakes, let us fall back
on the fact that our God overrules events for His people's good and
for His own glory.
In 2 Kings xviii. it is again a contest between the true God and
false ones. Sennacherib, a godless, blasphemous king, defies the living
God. Hezekiah relies on Him. Therefore he commands his people
to silence on hearing the king's message. Useless arguments and
answers were not to he resorted to. But prayer, and fellowship in
prayer, he knew would avail. On receiving the infamous tirade, " it
came to pass when king Hezekiah heard it, that he . . . went into the
house of the Lord. And he sent . . . to Isaiah the prophet," to " lift
up (his) prayer" also (xix. 1-4). The answer was, "Thus saith the
Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, with which
the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. Behold, I
will send a blast upon him" (00. 6-7). The awfulness, fuIness and
silence of that" blast" it is impossible to realize'. No rushing army
and clashing arms, no glittering steel and rattling spear, no shattered
city and scattered host. But" that night" swiftly, silently, and
seemingly simultaneously, " the angel of the Lord went out and smote
... an hundred fourscore and five thousand; and when they arose
early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses" (v. 35). It
must have been one of the most fearful scenes of God's power and
presence that man has ever witnessed. Truly it was Jehovah avenging
and vindicating Himself, and visibly proving how verily He could do
so. At the moment Sennacherib the king escaped. A few months
later, however, " as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god
. . . his sons smote him with the sword" (v. 37). As surely as
Heze1.ciah's God had openly demonstrated His power to save,
Sennacherib's god openly demonstrated his impotence to help. The
true God had slain hundreds in a single night, the false god was unable
to preserve one life for one moment. Sennacherib had no faith and it
fell out to him according to his own doubts. He had defied and
declared himself against the real God. He had declaimed very lustily
against" the gods of the nations" (xviii. 30, 33-35). Now he learned
that he was not mistaken in them. "Can they deliver? " he had asked
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contemptuously. Yet to the end he went' on "worshipping" his
worthless and powerless" god." While engaged in this as his last act,
" his sons smote him with the sword." His false, self-chosen" god"
failed him to the end.
We cannot safely defy the Lord. We cannot safely depend on false
gods. There is but one God Who can deliver. Till our faith is fixed
on Him and His atoning death, we are undelivered. When His Spirit
has shown to us our nothingness and undoneness, side by side with
Christ's finished work of redemption for us, we are delivered. Under
which head do you stand, dear reader, delivered or undelivered 1
Are your sins, or are they not, hidden by His all-covering and allsufficient blood 1 For naught else is sufficient and naught else will
avail you at the last. In His love and in His pity He has provided
redemption for all whom He calls unto Him that they may have life.
Has He called you 1 Have you come 1
There is a further similarity between the eighteenth chapters of
1 and 2 Kings, in the prayer that these two servants of the Lord
presented. Both commenced with an ascription to the "God of
Israel," and evidently pleaded their cause on the ground of Covenant
mercy and God's goodness in the past. Elijah said, "Lord God of
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, etc." Hezekiah said, "0 Lord God of
Israel, etc." (vv. 36 and 15 of respective chapters).
Again, Elijah petitioned, "Hear me, that this people may know
that Thou art the Lord God" (v. 37). Hezekiah pleaded, " Save Thou
us . . . that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that Thou art
the Lord God" (v. 19). Not only did these two great men earnestly
desire that Jehovah should declare Himself as God; but they further
longed and prayed that" all (might) know" His Almighty, Omnipotent
power. Especially so in contradistinction to the powerlessness of the
gods of the heathen. These conld never hear or answer or help. "That
the people may know!" Would that more in our beloved land desired
thiB! Wonld that our pulpits proclaimed Him God alone. Would
that the widespreading unbelief of these days might speedily be
changed to God-given faith in an unfailing God. Would that the
Word of God was upheld intact and entire as the only rule of faith.
Doubt, disbelief and infidelity are spreading far and wide. May we
who know the Lord" lift up (our) prayer" and beseech with all earnestness "that all the ki:ngdoms of the earth may know that Thou art the
Lord God, even Thou only."
New Eltham, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
[NOTE.-This title will be dropped in future, as the subject has run
on so long and as the similar sentences are so numerous.. I regret that
I have not been able to adhere to Scriptural order of subjects as
originally intended.-E. C. B.].

======

" INDWELLING sin will adhere to every justified and sanctified sinner
to the very end of the journey."-The late Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
3

32

The Gospel M agazille
"THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED."

REMINISCENCES OF THE !,ATE REV. J. ORMISTON'S MIl\'ISTRY AT
OLD HILL, STAFFORDSHIRE.
IT is my great desire that the following very inadequate record may
be entirely to the glory of God and to the praise of His faithfulness
Who has said that His Word shall not return void unto Him, but
that it shall accomplish that which He pleases and prosper in the
thing whereto He sends it. Before me lie the notes of my father's
first sermon in the new, fine Parish Church of Old Hill, from the text:
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified" (1 Cor. ii. 1, 2). This text was the keynote of
the life and ministry of the first Vicar of Old Hill, and a portion of
it was therefore chosen for the Tablet recently erected there to his
memory which throughout the intervening forty-four years has been
held in high and loving esteem and honour. It was the text he desired
should always be his first, and also his last, in any charge committed
to his care. When the end came to his public ministry of the Word
and the last sermon was to be preached, his Divine Master in His
tender loving-kindness hid that knowledge from him and gave him
the solemn warning to deliver: "Now if any man have not the Spirit
of Christ he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). It might be mentioned
here as part of God's ways-the exactness of His appointmentsthat my father's last sermon was preached on the anniversary of
his ordination, May 31st, on the evening of the Sabbath set apart for
commemorating the Advent of the Holy Spirit Whom throughout his
faithful ministry he had so delighted to honour.
The notes of my father's first sermon at Old Hill Church show how
heavily the sense of solemn responsibility pressed upon him as one
who must give account as he prepared to stand up and sound the
very first note of the silver trumpet, the heralding of the Gospel in
that great new Church.
Perhaps readers of the MAGAZINE will turn to the service for the
" Ordering of Priests" (or Presbyters) ; the deeply searching exhortation
therein is evidently that referred to, and we do well in these days to
make ourselves acquainted with those vows and warnings which, alas!
numbers of our clergy are apparently taking so lightly, and ignoring
afterwards as of no consequence.
On the outside of the sheet of paper is written: 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2. Preached
in Old Hill Church, Staff., on Wednesday evening, April 19, 1876,
being the day of the Consecration of the church and also the day
of my being licensed by the Bishop of Worcester to the Incumbency
of the same.
Ps. xxxvii. 5, " Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also in Him
and He shall bring it to pass."
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The notes themselves are as follows:1 Cor. ii. 1, 2. (The) position to-night (is) one of great solemnity
and grave responsibility. For the first time I stand up in your midst
the ".Messenger,"" Watchman," and" Shepherd" of Christ's redeemed
people in this place. With awful weight those words of the Ordination
Service press on my conscience (Ordination of Priests) quote. When,
too, I have in review the steps of Divine Providence which have led
me into this pulpit I see more clearly than ever, "The way of man
(is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps)."
Then also there presses the inqniry, "Why, Lord, hast Thou sent
me hither?" Ah, my hearers, Why? Eternity alone will fully reveal.
Yet meanwhile what is the will of Him Who has'mysteriously led me,
sent me hither? Surely our text supplies the ouly reply, for herein
we have the true type of a Gospel minister. It is the language of
the great Apostle of the Gentiles, of one who more than any other
Apostle was abundant in labours (Bunting says = 190,270 miles), and
who counted not his life dear unto him (Acts xx. 22-24). The text
was his uniform, settled life of service. Whence learn that the true
minister of Christ (1) Avows his simple and entire faith in the Gospel
of God's grace for the salvation of sinners, as chapter i. 18. Alas!
many still esteem the preaching of the Cross to be foolishness and
therefore add to it (i. 22-25 verses); (2) Manifests decision and fidelity
in publishing it in its purity and fulness; (3) Wholly renounces
fleshly expedient.~ in the interests of that glorious Gospel; (4) Aims
with much simplicity and godly sincerity at setting forth" the testimony of God" which is summed up in: (a) The Person of Jesus
Christ; (b) The finished salvation of Christ.
Such then will be my own humble aim, such is my present coming
unto you. Will you receive me thus in the Name of Jesus Christ and
tjJ.e plain testimony of God? Rest assured of this, that no common
blessing is it in these "perilous times" to possess Gospel privileges
such as those provided for you in this place.
It will ever be my prayerful desire while I am your minister to feed
you in " green pastures and beside the still waters" of God's written
testimony, and to promote the spiritual worship of the Triune J ehovah
within these walls. Shall I need to ask your prayers, your sympathy,
your co-operation ?
And God did indeed own, prosper, and bless to all eternity his four
years' ministry at Old Hill. The foundation was well and truly laid
-immovable-because laid in the power of the Eternal Spirit. The
Gospel of God's free, unmerited grace was preached in entire reliance
on the same sovereign, Life-giving Spirit to accomplish His Own
work, and a truly spiritual worship was provided. The humblest and
" least" of the Lord's "little ones" might here take his full part.
May this inestimable blessing and privilege be, by God's favour,
preserved to the worshippers in Old Hill Church.
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Oh, may Old Hill, with jealous care, keep her garments" unspotted "
" till He come"! From the days of the first Vicar to this day under
its well-known Protestant Evangelical Vicar', the Rev. C. Fisher, that
is, for nearly fifty years, this Church has been a witness to the all'sufficient power of the Gospel, and to the true character of the worship
of our Protestant and Reformed Church of England, and wonderful
things have been wrought in the parish within the last few months.
It was a most sacred, blessed, and no ordinary privilege that was
ours, members of the family of our beloved father (Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for twenty-one years), to be present at the service
in Old Hill Church when were unveiled by the Bishop of Worcester
the Memorial Table~ to him and to Canon Brewer, Vicar for thirty-two
years, whose Home-call came two years after his resignation in 1920.
One only of Canon Brewer's daughters was able to be present; his
family are now in various mission fields, one daughter being Old Hill's
own missionary. The truly devotional service was conducted by the
Vicar, the prayers specially and beautifully selected with reference
to the hallowed occasion. The lesson, part of chapters iii. and iv, of
the 2nd Epistle to Timothy, was read by the elder son of the first
Vicar. The hymns, reverently played and sung, noticeably so, were:
" Jesu, Lover of my soul," "Rock of Ages, cleft for me," and" My
hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness,"
which hymn, the Vicar said, had always been closely associated with
the ministries in that Church. The sermon was preached by the Bishop
from the text: "For if the first-fruit be holy, the lump is
also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches"
(Rom. xi. 16). Expounding the type he particularly applied it, in
the course of his thoughtful sermon, to the faithful men of God whosp.
memory was being honoured that night to their great work of the
ministry in that Church and parish, and to their faithful and consistent
lives, the results of which would have their influence and effect not,
only in the generation they served, but through that would be carrip.o
forward to the generations following, If the first-fruit be hol,. thp.
lump is also holy.
Present amongst the large congregation there were not a few who
had been members in the time of the first Vicar. Mr. John Priest.
the giver of the entire cost of the beautiful Tablet (a photograph of
which appears in this issue), and Mr. Owen Burgess, who had charge
of its workmanship, were both young hearers of his, and their parents
devoted members of his congregation. There were present also the
Rev. I. and 'Mrs. Siviter, the Superintendent of St. Mary-le-Port
Lord's Day School; " Nettie," the beloved contributor to the pages
of the MAGAZINE; Mr. Bouet of Kidderminster, ,and other friends.
I could say much of the wonderful welcome accorded, for their
father's sake, to his children, of the kindness of the Vicar and
his wife and other friends, of wayside meetings and precious
testimonies, but words and space fail me. The memory of the just
is blessed, and we found it so at. Old Hill after fourty-four years. The
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dominant thought throughout was this, what a testimony to the power
of a Spirit-enabled, faithful ministry of the Word,. and what an
encouragement to the few faithful pastors left to us (are we pot even
now mourning the irreparable loss of another 1), who believe that the
Gospel is still the power 'of God to salvation, to everyone that believes.
As the Bishop read the closing prayer, that for Christ's Church
Militant here in earth, the final words of spiritual thanksgiving and
deep desire were full of holy significance: "And we also bless Thy
holy Name for all Thy servants departed this life in Thy faith and
fear: beseeching Thee to give us grace so to follow their good examples,
that with them we may be partakers of Thy Heavenly Kingdom.
Grant this, 0 Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen."

L. O.
THE TRUE GOSPEL: NO YEA AND NAY GOSPEL.
By THE LATE REV. ROBERT HAWKER, DoDo, VICAR OF CHARLES,
PLYMOUTH.
(Ooncluded from po 539.)
WHEN we contrast the true Gospel of Christ, as preached by the
apostles in the Scriptures of eternal truth, to the yea and nay gospel
of human inventions, it is not to be wondered at that we find the
great Apostle Paul speaking with such vehemency of zeal against
all departures from the unerring standard. Hence, in his Epistle to
the Church at Galatia, he expresseth himself in these strong' words:
" If we (said Paul), or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we have preached, let him be ·accursed."
Not that the Apostle in the least supposed the bare possibility of the
thing itself, that an angel from heaven could ever do so. For very
sure Paul was, that if angels came down again to preach Christ, they
would preach Him as they once before did at His birth, the complete
Saviour of lost sinners. But Paul merely takes up the supposable idea
of angels preaching contrary to his preaching, in order to demonstrate
that, if it were possible for angels to do so, they would be accursed;
and he repeats it a second time, in order to show that what he said
was not the cffect of haste in speaking, but under the full conviction
of what hc had learned from the Holy Ghost (see Gal. i. 6-12). Reader!
. what are your views of this subject 1 How have you learned Christ 1
If He who taught Paul had taught you (and Paul declares that the
Gospel which he preached he neither received ,it of man, neither was
taught it by man, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ), surely
you cannot look on, in the present day, but with great concern, when
everywhere around we behold a yea and nay gospel so very generally
substituted in the place of the full, free, and finished salvation of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Where shall we go, to what congregation of
what are called Evangelical Churches shall we join ourselves, to hear
the person, work, offices, characters and relations of the Lord Jesus
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Christ held up as the Alpha and Omega, in God's view, and in His
people's view, of t,he salvation of His people! Alas! what selfseeking and self-pleasing, human attainments and creature righteousness men are taught to be lookmg after, instead of seeking to Christ"
in order to recommend themselves to God. And what may we finally
expect, nationally considered, will be the consequence, but as it was
by Israel of old! Ignorant of God's rIghteousness, and going about
to establish their own righteousness, they rejected the Lord of life
and glory. The Pharisees of those times were not chargeable for
immoralities, for they prided themselves in those attainments, They
did not neglect the ordinances of God's house, for they were strict to
an excess in all outward observances. But they slighted Him by
Whom alone salvation could be obtained. And what national judgments followed! And very certain it is that the condemning sin of
every people is thinking light of Him Whom J ehovah delighteth to
honour. Oh, what a tremendous judgment is contained in that one
sentence: "For the nation and kingdom that will not serve Thee
shall perish" (Isa. lx. 12)! .
One word more with the reader at parting. Have you seen the
wretchedness of a yea and nay gospel! And do you discover, through
Divine teaching, that the true Gospel can be no yea and nay gospel?
Then iet me just add an affectionate recommendation, to seek under
the Holy Ghost's teaching that blessed life of grace whereby faith
derives from Jesus daily strength to live upon Jesus; and to make Him
what God hath made Him, the Author and Finisher: the first cause
and final end of everything that is truly blessed, in life, in death, in
time, and to all eternity.
Depend upon it, that it is a blessed and most prosperous way, to
maintain and keep alive in the soul the gracious influences we derive
from the Lord, by living upon the Lord. Direct acts of faith upon
the Person of Christ cannot fail of endearing Christ. Every child of
God, when brought into an acquaintance with the plague of his own
heart, is supposed to be under the teaching of God; yea, in fact,
must be taught of God the Holy Ghost. And it is one of the unalterable promises of the Covenant: "All thy children shall be taught
of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children" (lsa. liv. 13).
But how is this fulfilled if the children are living at an uncertainty
of a yea and nay gospel? What peace can they have as long as
they are apprehensive that there is unpardoned guilt upon the conscience? What confidence can they enjoy towards God while they
make justification before God a variable thing, and instead of coming
wholly to the Lord, in the new and living way of Christ's blood, are
making part-saviours of their own frames, and feelings, and experiPonces

~

It will be a mercy if any reader, whom the Lord hath called
by grace with an holy calling (and it is for the use of such,
under the Lord's blessing, that it is written), should be led to
see the wretchedness of a yea and nay gospel, with which the present
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day so much abounds, and be directed by the Holy Ghost, in· his
glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ, to live upon a sure Gospel, by living
wholly upon Jesus. To such an one I would say, Very sure I am, your
soul will find no real, solid, and substantial comfort until you are
brought to live upon Christ, by living out of yourself. As you came
first to Christ, or rather, more properly speaking, as you were led
first to Christ, so to the last you will find nothing more to bring you
to Him. Empty you first came, and empty in yourself you will always
be. And it is a blessed way for maintaining real spiritual life in the
soul, when we barter our sins for Christ's righteousness; our poverty
for His riches; our leanness for His fulness. And in so doing we
find the truth hrought home to the conscience, with which Christ
comforted Paul: "My grace (said Jesus) is sufficient for thee, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness." And what it was to Paul,
so it is to all like Paul, the childten of God in Christ (2 Cor. xii. 9). And
now in conclusion. If the reader be happily ·taught of the Lord the
evil of sin, in his own fallen, degraded nature, and the infinite snitability·
in Christ's salvation for his recovery by grace, then will the true Gospel
appear to him no yea and nay gospel; but both the Person of Christ,
and the salvation by Christ, be in his esteem what it is in God's esteem,
the one thing needful; and Christ" the end of the law for righteousness
t.o everyone that believeth ! "
And these will be the happy and blessed effects of such Divine
teacbing. First, the soul will be kept humble before God, in a conscious sense of indwelling, inherent sin, in the very nature and being
of man. Our constitution by the Fall is virtually all sin. The essence,
the very elixir of our being is rotten in the core. "I know (said
Paul) that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing" (Rom.
vii. 18). Hence that precious effect which the Lord marked out by
the prophet: "That thou mayest rememher and be confounded, and
never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame when I am
pacified toward thee, for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God"
(Ezek. xvi. 63). Secondly, as the consciousness of this inherency of
sin tends, under the sovereignty of grace, to keep the soul humble
before God, so doth it effectually tend also to hide all pharisaical pride
from the eyes of the sinner. The Apostle Paul was himself a lively
example to illustrate this great truth. Before his conversion he had
the highest apprehension of his innate goodness, and thought himself
within a few steps of heaven, when he lay bordering on the brink of
hell! Built up on this pharisaical righteousness, he formed the highest
opinion of himself. "I was alive without the law once"; that is,
I was so self-confident of my own attainments that I had not the
smallest apprehension but of finding favour for myself before God.
"But (said Paul), when the commandment came"; that is, came
home with all its mighty bearings in its spiritual force and power to
my heart, showing me, as in a glass, my own sinfulness and deformity,
then" sin revived, and I died" (Rom. vii. 9). The soul, under such
views of self, will never be able to cherish anything of pharisaical
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righteousness before (i{)d. And thirdly, another blessed property
will be the sure consequence, namely, the keeping open, through
grace, a spring of true repentance always before God. The Lord
Himself describes such holy mourners, by his servant the prophet:
:' They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead
them. I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight
way wherein they shall not stumble, for I am a Father to Israel, and
Ephraim is My fu&t-born " (Jer. xxxi. 9). And lastly, and above all :
nothing can, or will, as fully tend to endear Christ in all the glories
of His Person, and in all the greatness, fulness, necessity, and suitableness of His salvation, as the daily sense of our nothingness. and hopeless and helpless state as we are in ourselves before God. Oh, the
preciousness of our most glorious Christ, when the daily sense of the
sinner's daily want of Him is inwrought and iulaid in the soul!
Blessed for ever be God! Such is the true Gospel of our most glorious
Lord. The Lord confirm it in the hearts and minds and consciences
of His people. "All the promises of God in Christ Jesus are yea and
amen, unto the glory of God by us ! "

NEW YEAR'S THOUGHTS.
the unknown path
Before me lying;
As Abram did of old,
On God relying :
With the same Guide Divine,
Why should I falter?
His wisdom, love. and power
Can never alter.
Forward then in the dark, in sure and steadfast faith
That God cannot deny the Word which once He saith.
I

FACE

Are there new tasks to do
For me. dear Master?
I cheerfully would work
Truer and faster.
Has He new loads to lay
Upon my shoulder?
I would the burden lift
Quicker and bolder!
And has He gifts to send, past all that Hope has guessed 1
I would most gratefully. His debtor stand confessed.
WILLIAM OLNEY.
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TO THE UTTERMOST.
" He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
.. 25 .
· "H
H tm.
EB. vu.
To the uttermost! As far as ever thou canst see or foresee of dreaded
need in years to come, so far and much farther can tbe salvation of
Jesus reach. As far as with the telescope of apprehension thou canst
spy out trials in life and woes in death, so far is Jesllil able to save
thee.
The uttermost will never be reached by thee, but it has long ago
been provided for by Him. Though thy heart should like a horse
leech cry, Give, give, Jesus can satisfy its hunger. All that thou canst
require, He can surely give thee, since He ever liveth by the power
of an endless life to be the fulness of every emptied soul.-G. H.
Spurgeon.
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'!tonesponlJrnCf.
"THE BLOOD OF SPRINKLING."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I want to tell you how greatly blessed
your subject, "The Blood of Sprinkling" (Oct. issue, 1924), was to
me a few nights since. I had been reading that soul-stirring book,
Elisha Coles on "Divine Sovereignty," and needless to say, I was
greatly impressed with it, but during the night, thoughts from the
enemy disturbed me much. It was suggested that perhaps, after all,
my fifty years' assent to the truth that God's Covenant was in all
points ordered and sure was the assent of one who might have no
direct interest in it, as head knowledge availeth nothing for salvation.
So, after tossings many, my thoughts drifted in the direction that faith
in the dear Redeemer's blood was counted unto believers for righteousness. So I decided to hide me under "the blood of sprinkling."
Then the great comfort of your Wayside Notes on this subject came
to mind, calmed me, set me at rest, and to sleep I went.
Christian love to all in the faith,
R.M.D. No. 1,
Yours,
Victoria, Canada, Oct. 27th, 1924.
W. W. WIKTER.

j\{y

. GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to sailors writes, " Thank you very much
for the parcel of useful books which I received to-day, and they will
be very helpful in the work." A lady writes, "Thank you so much
for the lovely Testaments you so kindly sent to me. They will be
most useful to us. We are so sorry about your daughter, and continue
to pray if it is God's will she may recover." We are needing a large
number of bound books for the use of men at sea, and shall value
the kind contributions of our friends, hoping they will look through
their book-cases and spare some for our men.
21, Fir.field Street,
Yours sincerely,
Totterdown, Bristol, December, 1924.
R. E. BRIDER.

" THE spring of everything is the love of God shed abroad in our
heart by the Holy Ghost. We are called, because He has loved us
from all eternity."-The late Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
" IT is a mercy to know that we are sinners. It is a mercy to know
that our eyes have been opened to see ourselves as guilty, hell-deserving
sinners, and to flee to that precious Fountain which is opened for sin
and uncleanness."-A Co,.,.espondent.
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WOUIl!) folks' J:lage..

NEW THINGS.
WRE~ this copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE comes into your hands, my
dear young readers, you will be soon wishing one another with bright
faces-" A happy New Year." Most heartily do I wish you the same,
and pray that each of you may experience Psalm cxIvi. 5, where we
read, " Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, and whose
hope is in the Lord his God." .
How delighted little children are to have new things! Sometimes
at Sunday School, a little girl has put up her hand, indicating that she
wishes to speak. I have been greatly amused to be told-" I've got
a new frock on to-day," or "Look at my new boots," or "Mother's
made this new coat for me." What great pleasure it gives them to
possess a new book or a new toy! Older boys and girls, too, are keen
to read new books, to visit a new place; and to receive new gifts.
I wonder if you have ever thought of the new things mentioned in
the Bible, which itself contains the Old and New Testaments. Let us
think of some of them.
The Lord Himself, speaking by the prophet Jeremiah (xxxi. 31-34
and xxxii. 37-41), refers to a New Covenant which He would make.
This Covenant is spoken of in these passages as an everlasting Covenant,
which would bring i=ense blessings with it---the forgiveness of all
sins and the fear of God implanted in the heart. The knowledge that
the Lord is their God and that they are His people would J:ie clearly
revealed to all believers. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Mediator of
this new Covenant. In His wondrous love He died on the Cross of
Calvary, and made complete atonement for the sins of all who shall
ever believe on Him, and He is now exalted at the right hand of the
Father to give repentance . . . and forgiveness of sins, as the Apostle
Peter tells us in Acts v. 30, 31. All who receive these great blessings
do so because God has put within them a new heart and a new spirit
(Ezek. xxxvi. 26). Each one thus becomes "a new creature: old
things have passed away; behold, all things are become new" (2 Cor.
v. 17). Can you rejoice, dear reader, that these blessings are yours 1
Now all who have a new heart and a new spirit, being new creatures
in Christ Jesus, walk in some degree in newness of life. Their sins are
forgiven, God's law is written on their hearts, and they can count on
the continued Presence of God with them.
Notice next that--1. They enjoy new mercies, saying with Jeremiah-" They are new
every morning" (Lam. iii. 23).
2. They sing a new song. A young fellow who was converted a little
more than three years ago, told the one who had been used in blessing
to him, that he found himself constantly singing the new things which
he had learned. What he sang before no longer appealed to him.
So our hearts should be full of praise to God.
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3. The Lord Jesus gave,a new commandment (John xiii. 34). Are
we obeying it?
4. The Lord was buried in a new tomb. God did not allow the
slightest room for doubt that it was His body which rose from the
grave.
5. There is a wonderful promise given by the Lord in Isaiah lxv. 17,
-" Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth,': and we with .the
Apostle Peter and all believers" look for new 'heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Pet. iii. 13).
My dear young friends, may these new things of God's Word be your
happy portion.

E. A. H.

In flllemOtlam.
THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D.
THE news of the death of our dear friend, Mr. Peacock, came to us as a
great shock. We had heard of his being poorly, and wc had heard of a
sudden change for the worse, but we fondly hoped that the Lord would
still spare him to his family and to the Church of God on earth. In
the mysterious providence of God, however, his continuance down
here was not to be. On Saturday morning, Nov. 8th last, at 9.15,
he "passed peacefully away."
We first met Mr. Peacock in the ante·room of the Victoria Rooms,
Clifton, Bristol, on Oct. 1st, 1912. The occasion was the Clifton
Conference, convened by our late dear friend, the Rev. James Ormiston.
The subject chosen for COnSideration was, "The Personal Appearing
of Christ: (a) As Predicted in the Word; (b) As ,Realized in the
Promised Advent Glory." As we walked to the platform Mr. Peacock
spoke to me, and made some reference to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
deeply interested me by informing me that his wife was a relative of
the late Dr. Hewlett, of Astley, near Manchester. The speakers at
that first session of the Conference were the late Rev. W. T. Turpin,
the late Mr. John Wood, and now we must sorrowfully add, the late
Rev. F. Peacock. A few years ago I had the privilege of spending
two days at his parsonage in Buxton. On one of those days we and
some readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE had a picnic tea on Solomon's
Mount, and while we sat the party had much conversation together
on spiritual things. It was then that I gathered that Mr. Peacock
had evidently been led forward into the full acceptance of what we
understand as the doctrines of Grace.
In May, 1923, we heard him give an excellent address at the Annual
Meeting of the Church Association, held in the Caxton Hall, London.
When on his way to read a paper at the Church Association Conference,
held at Ipswich, he spent a night here at Whitington. The last time
we saw and heard him was at the Conference of the Fellowship of
Evangelical Churchmen held at Hod,desdon from Oct. 1-3, 1924. He
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then read an able and most excellent paper on the Atonement. He
'dealt ably with its necessity, its nature, and its design. Very
-courageously, under his last point, he espoused the view that Christ's
atonement was designed for the salvation of the elect, and that therefore all for whom He really endured the penalty of sin would be
certainly saved. In the course of his paper he indicated that he had
read Dr. Gill's able work, The Cause of God and Truth.
We were very thankful for his faithful testimony in reference to all
the three points which he discussed.
On the following Sunday (Oct. 5th) he preached for the last times
at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, in the morning on Enoch's walk
with God, and" he was not, for God took him," and in the evening
on the Lord's Second Coming. Then, a little more than a month
later, the Lord in His mysterious and inscrutable wisdom took him
from our midst to the presence of the Saviour in Whose blood and
righteousness he trusted, and in Whose service he had, by the grace
of God, S9 faithfully laboured for a long period. To us it seems a
mystery why one so deeply taught in the truths of the Gospel of God's
grace, and so able an expositor and preacher of the Word, should have
been removed from our midst. We dare not question, however, the
wisdom and the love of our gracious God. Mr, Peacock's removal is
'a grievous loss to the Church of England in particular, and to the
Church of God in generaL Men who hold the doctrines of grace, and
who preach them in a gracious manner, are exceedingly rare; but even
the removal of faithful witnesses, deeply saddening though i~ is to our .
hearts, should not cause us to be anxious. The Lord's eyes are upon
His Own truth and cause, and He can take care of them. Ultimately,
in spite of apostasy and all adverse circumstances, the eternal truth of
God and the cause of God will triumph. We well remember words
spoken by the late Mr. Ormiston on a very trying occasion, when
quite unexpectedly at a Clifton Conference an address was delivered
strongly out of harmony with the doctrines of grace. The words of
Mr. Ormiston had reference to God's care of His Own truth. Mr.
Ormiston said, " He will take care of His Own. He will watch over
His Own truth. , .. His eye is always upon the truth
Day and
night God is watching over this precious treasury of truth
He has
been watching over it this evening-the measure of truth ingrafted in
'each heart, and it is assuredly very precious in His sight. It is His
purpose to nourish and cherish it, and to cause it to grow exceedingly.
Let us, then, leave to our God the care of His Own truth." These are
words which we need to lay to heart in these dark'and dangerous and
apostate days.
Mr. Peacock was the Incumbent of the Circus Church, Portsmouth,
when his call Home came. We were thankful that such a man should
,have been chosen to minister in a Church hallowed for so many years
,by the ministry of the late Rev. J. C. Martin, and subsequently by the
'Rev. A.' J. Day. Mr. Peacock, however, had only been at Portsmouth
for a little over twelve months.
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Previously he had for ten years ministered the Word at Trinity
Church, Buxton. "His pulpit ministry at Trinity," says T. H. R, in
the English Churchman, "shed a gracious influence in the town, and
many visitors were attracted to Buxton to hear Mr. Peacock, probably
the best expository preacher in the North Midlands. In the Rural
Deanery his witness was ever faithful, and there never was any hesitation about taking his stand for Protestantism at our Ruridecanal
Conferences. The Rural Dean, a distinct High Churchman. nay, one
might say, in the modern way, , an Anglo-Catholic,' would specifically
ask for' Mr. Peacock's view,' and there would always be a patient
hearing to his lucid exposition of Prayer Book Protestantism. Whilst
always valiant for the truth, he was invariably gentlemanly to his
opponent, though he spared not. Such men of God are sorely missed,
but we thank God for their witness and work."
Another friend (N. F. D.) writes: "Dear Peacock held very firmly
the doctrines of grace. He had a great zeal for foreign missions of
the right kind, but in his lists of contributions to Goers work he never
printed the names of donors, but indicated the gifts by numbers, after
the plan adopted by the China Inland Mission. He was a stalwart
on Protestant platforms, and the defence of the Gospel was always
effective in his hands."
Another friend (A. E. H.) writes: "Mr. Peacock was Evangelical
and Conservative, and on matters of principle he could make no
compromise. He was a man of deep convictions, convictions springing
not only from thoughtful study, but also from heart experience of the
truth of God's Word and the power of the. Gospel. When it was
evident that the views of Higher Critics were being spread in the Mission
Field by many C.M.S. missionaries, and that the Society had determined
to be comprehensive of such views, he and his people felt that with
deep regret they must withdraw their support. By him and by them
the founding of the RC.M.S. was warmly welcomed.
" Residence in Buxton enabled Mr. Peacock to be a frequent attender
at the Matlock Bath Clerical Meetings. Some of his addresses at these
gatherings will be long remembered.
" At length, following, as he believed, God's leading, there came a
move. In June, 1923, he commenced his ministry at the Circus Church,
Portsmouth. By none had his ministry been more valued than it has
been by the congregation of that Church during the fifteen months in
which they were privileged to enjoy his teaching."
The Editoral Notes of the English Churchman said of Mr. Peacock:
" He was one of the most trusted and ablest of our Protestant and
Evangelical leaders. His witness from pulpit and platform was ever
clear and faithfnl. He was indeed a true advocate of the principles
of the Reformation, and a powerful preacher of the Gospel of the grace
of God. He never wavered in his steadfast adherence to the doctrines
of grace. As a pastor he was highly valued, and his ministry was
blessed to many souls both in Buxton and in Portsmouth, where he
spent the last year of his eartWy life."
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" The funeral of the late Rev. F. Peacock, M.A., B.D., took place
on Wednesday, Nov. 12th. The first part of the service was conducted in the Circus Church, Portsmouth, by the Rev. Henry Martin,
Rector of Oulton (one of the Trustees of the Circus Church), and the
Rev. H. Siviter, Vicar of St. Mark's, Haydock, Mr. Peacock's predecessor. The lesson was read by Bishop Ingham, and an address was
given by the Rev. E. A. Hughes, Vicar of St. James's, Clapham Park.
At the graveside Alderman Dye said a few words, and the Rev. H.
Martin read the committal prayers. The hymns sung in the Church
were: 'For ever with the Lord,' , Till He come,' and at the graveside,
, Safe in the arms of Jesus.' "
Mr. Peacock was only fifty-eight years of age, and seemed until
recently to have many years of faithful service before him.
He leaves behind him a devoted wife, a daughter and two sons, one
of whom hopes to be ordained. We affectionately commend them to
the prayers of our readers. In this issue we print a sermon preached
by Mr. Peacock in the year 1923. It will give our readers an idea of
his expository preaching.
A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK.
To those of us who had the privilege of attending the ministry of the
Rev. F. Peacock, his death has caused a peculiar sense of sorrow
and loss, and we should like to add our tribute of gratitude to God,
for all that his teaching has meant to so many of us.
The Sunday services during our five years at Buxton were times
of most sacred and happy worship, and the sermons were always
messages of life and cheer, full of instruction and help. The Bible
has been illuminated to some of us by those wonderful expositions,
when the doctrines of grace were most powerfully set forth. They
were eagerly listened to, and have lived in our memories ever since.
We owe more than we can express to the life and teaching of so faithful
and kind a Pastor, whose memory we shall ever affectionately cherish,
and whose faith we would seek to follow.
One great feature of the ministry was the weekly Prayer Meeting,
held in the Church Room, on Saturday night, at which Mr. Peacock
was always present himself, when a little company of us gathered
together for most sweet and sacred fellowship. A helpful address
was given which was always inspiring.
The occasions when the Lord's Supper was administered were also
most blessed and solemn times, the sermon and service beforehand
always preparing for it, by leading our thoughts to the full significance
of the symbols of our Lord's dying love. Specially large numbers
would attend at the Evening Communions held once a month.
I can only add, we praise God for the faithful testimony of this
servant of God, as well as for his friendship and ready sympathy.
" The memory of the just is blessed."
R. P. B.
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l!Itotesstant JSeacon.
NOTES ON TJ:IE USE OF CRUCIFIXES.
(In reply to a Oorrespondent.)
By THE EDITOR.
1. A Crucifix is a figure or image of Christ on a cross.
2. The second Commandment forbids" (1) the making of a graven
image of anything whatever for any religious purpose, and (2) secondly,
all worship or reverence paid to such images (Exod. xx. 3-5)."
(Primer of Roman Oatholicism, by the late Dr. C. H. H. Wright, p. 132).
3. The making of an image of Christ on a cross or otherwise is " a
lyil1!J image," for we have no true knowledge of Christ's human form.
Scripture does not tell us anything about His height, the colour of
His eyes, hair, etc. No likeness of Christ can be true.
4. The making of an image of Christ is the first step towards idolatry.
5. The image of Christ is worshipped to-dsy in the Roman Church.
" I most firmly assert that the images of Christ, of the Mother of God,
ever Virgin, and also of other saints, may be had and retained, and
that due honour and veneration are to be given them" (Eighth Article
of the Creed of Pope Pius IV).
Images of Christ are liable to be worshipped in the Church of England
if they are set up. Such worship is forbidden by Article xxii. of the
Church of England.
6. The injunction " Little children, keep yourselves from idols" (1 John
v. 21), is a command to avoid not only the worship of idols, but the
makil1!J and use of idols. Keep yourselves from them altogether.
They are dangerous, perilous, and superstitious.
" I am the Lord :
that is My name: and My glory will I not give to another, neither
My praise to graven images" (Isaiah xlii. 8).

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By the kindness of Mrs. McCarthy a Sale of Work and Meeting on
behalf of the Society were held in her home on November the 27th;
and on Dec. 3rd the Sale of Work at Horley took place, when Mr.
Chambers represented the Committee to advocate the claims of the
Society.
On Dec. 4th, the Annual Sale of Work and Annual meeting of
the Croydon Auxiliary were held. Perey Wakeley, Esq., presided onr
the meeting, and the Revs. J. W. Dance, H. G. Dann, and W. R.
Davey, J. C. Dennis, Esq., and the Secretary took part.
We would remind our friends of the proposed Memorial to be erected
to the memory of the late Mr. Hazelton recently advertised in the
MAGAZINE. The Committee desire to put the work in hand as soon
as. possible, and will be glad to receive further contributions.

