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BLESSINGS FOR THE NEW. YEAR.
" For Thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous,. w~th favour wilt Thou
ecmpass him as with a shield.:'-PSALM v. 12.

THIs precious· assurance holds good stilL It was true in David's
days. It is true in our days. It holds good iIi.relation to the new
year. AB we go forward into 1926 we can look up into the face of
our GOD and FATHER, and say, "Thou, LORD, wilt bless the
righteous; with favour wilt Thou compass him as with a shield."
He will bless the righteous in January. He will bleSs 'them in
December. He will bless them in all the intervening months. No
day will be without His hlessing. He will bless them in their
homes. "The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked; but
He blesseth the habitation of the just" (Prov. iii. 33).
Let us not forget, however, that it is the righteouS whom the
LORD will bless. It is true that He bestows some temporal blessings even on the unrighteous. "He maketh His sun to rise on the
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust" (Matt. v. 45). But in a special and fuller measure He
blesses the righteous. They are the peculiar objects of His tender
merCIes.
The world is divided into two classes, the godly and the ungodly,
the righteous and the unrighteous. We· meet with both these
classes in the first Psalm. That psalm speaks of the blessedness
of the godly and the misery of the ungodly: It also describes
some of the characteristics of the godly man. His walk is a holy
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and a separated one. He takes no heed to the counsel of the
ungodly. He avoids the company of sinners. He sits not down
in the seat of the scorners. The Word of GOD is his delight. He
meditates therein day and night. Such a man is like a fruitful
tree, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The LORD smiles
upon him and blesses him. These characteristics show that a
righteous man is a new creature in CHRIST. He has a new nature.
He has been born again. He has passed from death unto life, he
has left the broad way, and is walking in the narrow way. Moreover, he has, through Divine grace, realized his sinfulness. He has
become aware of the plague of his own heart, and he has been led
to trust in the blood and righteousness of CHRIST. Having no
righteousness of his own, he is enabled to rejoice that GOD hath
clothed him with the garments of salvation, and covered him with
the robe of CHRIST'S righteousness. Being reconciled to GOD
through the death of His SON, his desire now is to serve Him in
holiness and righteousness all the days of his life. Thus he is
righteous because the righteousness of CHRIST is imputed to him,
and because he brings forth the fruits of righteousness in his daily
life. He is treated and regarded as righteous because of the
obedience of His Divine SURETY, and he walks righteously as the
result of the regenerating and sanctifying work of the indwelling
SPIRIT.
Now, if through Divine grace we are numbered amongst the
righteous, then we are assured of Divine blessing all through the
new year. This does DOt mean that we shall be exempt from trial.
We need to be ca.reful not to expound one place of Scripture in
such a way that it is repugnant to another. We read that" Many
are the afflictions of the righteous" (Psalm =xiv. 19). GOD'S
people are appointed to tribulation more or less. The very fact
that they are followers of CHRIST brings upon them the hatred of a
CHRIST-rejecting world. But even persecution is to be regarded as
a blessing. "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all
manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you" (Matt. v. 10-12).
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The righteous still enjoy Divine blessing amid persecutions and
other trials. They can count on the LoRD'S smile and presence,
and they often experience His delivering mercies. Thus in all
their varied experiences Divine blessing is the portion of the
righteous.
1. First, the LORD blesses the righteous with His favour.
"With favour wilt Thou compass him," the psalmist says. The
favour or grace of GOD abounds towards the righteous. GOD'S
people experience His grace or favour even while they are still dead
in sin and rebels against His authority. The time comes when
each righteous servant of GOD can say:
• " Grace first inscribed my name
In GOD'S eternal book:
'Twas grace that gave me to the LAMB,
Who all my sorrows took.
" Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;
'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will
not let me go."
,
Grace saves all those who are to be numbered amongst the
righteous. While they are yet sinners and wholly undeserving of
mercy, GOD by His SPIRIT quickens them, and by the blood of His
SON He cleanses them from sin, and saves them by His grace,
through a faith which is not of themselves, but is a Divine gift.
Their salvation is not of works, but all of grace. Hence they have
no ground of boasting. But Divine grace is ever flowing towards
the people who through grace are numbered amongst the righteous.
"He giveth more grace." Grace upon grace is continuously
bestowed. He is able to make all grace abound toward His
people, that they, "always having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8). They are bidden
to come boldly to the throne of grace to find grace to help in time
of need. They are exhorted to hope to the end for the grace that
is to be brought unto them at the revelation of JESUS CHRIST.
(See Heb. iv. 16; 1 Pet. i. 13).
The LoRD will thus bless the righteous with enabling grace,
sufficient grace, constant grace, encompassing grace. "With
favour wilt Thou compass him as with a shield." We do not
deserve His favour. We are unworthy of the least of His mercies.
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Yet we can go forward assured that He will bless us with His grace
and favour all through this new year.
2. Secondly, the LORD will bless the righteous with His presence.
They will not have to go· forth alone. They may be alone in
regard to human companions. Their path may be solitary in
regard to fellowship with the saints. They may be living in a
neighbourhood and: moving in a circle where the LORD is not
honoured, and where His truth is not prized. But whatever their
circumstances the LoRD'S presence is promised to the righteous.
We read that" GOD is in the generation of the righteous" (Psalm
xiv. 5). GOD is in the mids~ of them. He is ever near to them. He
dwells in them and walks in them. He never forsakes them. Hear
David's experience. He says, "I have been young, and now am
old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
their bread" (Psalm xxxvii. 25).
Fear not, then, ye righteous ones. The LoRD is with you, and
if GOD be for you, who can be against you? His presence is
assured to you in the new year. In all the problems of the home,
the shop, the office or the farm He is with His people. In domestic
matters, in business matters, in Church matters, GOD is present
with His people. "The LORD of hosts is with us; the GOD of
Jacob is our refuge."
3. The LORD will bless the righteous with His constant regard.
The LORD notices the righteous. He pays attention to them.
He observes them and regards them with affection and love. "The
eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous." He gazes upon them
with tender solicitude. His eyes run to and fro throughout the
whole earth to show Himself strong on their behalf. Not one of the
righteous is hidden from His view. Not one of them is forgotten
before Him. His saints are a scattered people. Some live in
diff"rent parts of the Homeland. Others are in distant countries
such as China, Japan, India or Burma. Some are found in the
smaller islands of the sea. Wherever they are His eyes are upon
them. Moreover "His ears are open unto their cry." "The
righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of
all their troubles" (Psalm xxxiv. 15, 17). When they talk to Him
in prayer He hears. them and answers them. When they think
upon His name and speak often one to another of His power, His
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providence, and His grace, He hearkens and hears, and He takes
note of their thoughts and words in reference to Himself. What a
blessing is all thi.s to the righteous! The LORD regards them. He
notices them. He bends down His ear to hear them, and "He will
fulfil the desire of them that fear Him: He also will hear their cry,
and will save them" (Psalm cxlv. 19). Their trials may be many
and great, but He will either uphold them or deliver them.
4. Fourthly, the LORD will bless the righteous with support and
strength.
GOD'S people are feeble in themselves and some are naturally
more timid and fearful than others. They therefore need support,
comfort, sympathy and strength. These blessings are available
for them. "The arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the
LORD upholdeth the righteous." The LoRD makes a distinction
between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve
GOD and those who serve Him not. "The transgressors shall be
destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off. But the
salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: He is their strength in the
time of trouble" (Psalm xxxvii. 17, 38, 39). Times of trouble may
come to the righteous, but the LORD is then their strength. He
upholdeth them. Here is another promised blessing for the righteous. They are promised strength and support. "He shall never
suffer the righteous to be moved" (Psalm Iv. 22). If left to themselves they would be moved. They would be moved away from
their ROCK-foundation. They would be moved away from their
steadfastness and perseverance. But blessed be GOD, "He shall
never suffer the righteous to be moved." They that trust in Him
"shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth
for ever" (Psalm cxxv. 1). They are kept by the almighty power
of GOD. The right hand of the LoRD doeth valiantly on their
behalf. "The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay
him." But what is our comfort over against the desire of our
enemies 1 Note the inspired answer, "The LORD will not leave
him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged" (Psalm
xxxvii. 32, 33).
5. Finally, the LORD will bless the righteous with prosperity both
he:re and hereafter.
He sometimes blesses them with earthly wealth. That, however,
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is often a snare, and for the most part the righteous are poor in
regard to trus world's goods. They live " from hand to mouth,"
but the Hand which supplies their needs is a bountiful and an
omnipotent hand. It is the hand of Him of Whom it is written,
" The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof." Still. though
the righteous may not always have a balance in earthly banks,
they are always sure of an inexhaustible balance in the Bank of
heaven. Even in temporal things, therefore, the LORD blesses
them. Their earthly prosperity is suggested by the words, "The
righteous shall flourish like the palm tree." They are like a tree
planted by the rivers of water and whatsoever they do shall prosper.
The godly man, even if he be amongst the poor, prospers in rus
work and in his home. The LORD smiles on him, and he is never
allowed to want.
But far above earthly and temporal prosperity is the promise
of eternal prosperity and blessing to the righteous. We are often
impressed with the magnificence, glory and splendour of the sun.
Well, "the righteous shall srune forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their FATHER" (Matt. xiii. 43).
Even now the righteous who have died in the LORD are blessed.
As we write trus article the news of the death of Bishop Cassels, of
China, and of Mr. Samuel Arnold, our esteemed publisher, is fresh
in our mind. A letter has also now come to hand informing us of
the death of Mrs. Cassels, eight days after her dear husband. Our
readers will recall many other loved ones in the LORD who have
been called Home. Their removal brings sorrow to our hearts.
Yet we are comforted that they are now present with the LORD in
Whose presence is fulness of joy and at Whose right hand are
pleasures for evermore. Then, we look forward to the time when
the LoRD shall descend from heaven with a shout, and with the
voice of the archangel, and the trump of GOD. We know that
then the dead in CHRIST shall be re-united to their bodies. Their
corruptible bodies shall put on incorruption, and their mortal
bodies shall put on immortality. All living believers shall be
changed, and the whole company of the righteous shall be caught
up together to meet the LoRD in the air. So shall we ever be with
the LoRD. The righteous shall go away into life eternal. Eternal
blessedness and eternal glorylwill be their portion. (See Matt.
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xxv. 46; 1 Pet. v. 10.) In view of these things, " Let the righteous
be glad; let them rejoice before GOD; yea, let them exceedingly
rejoice." Their righteous and faithful GOD will never forsake
them. Nothing can separate them from His love. Therefore,
"Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him" (Isa. iii. 10).
" Through the love of GOD our SAVIOUR,
All will be well;
Free and changeless is His favour,
All, all is well !
Precious is the blood that healed us ;
Perfect is the grace that sealed us;
Strong the Hand stretched out to shield us ;
All must be well! "
May the blessing of the LoRD which maketh rich be abundantly
outpoured upon us all throughout the new year.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(ThorruJ,8 Houghton).

HAVE WE A REVELATION 1
"Tills is the question: have we a revelation from God 1 Has
God in His wonderful mercy and wisdom given to us in the Scripture
a record of His redemptive dealings with mankind, which has its
. centre in the person of Jesus and in that redemption which He wrought
out by His blood upon the cross, and which will have its consummation
when He shall come again in His power and glory 1 And do you
believe that all this Scripture is profitable unto us, and that this sure
word of prophecy which we have is not a matter of speculation and of
learned study for a few, but that it is a light shining in a dark place
and that you-all Christians-do well to take heed unto it until the
Day Star arise 1
"There is much said nowadays in defence of the Scripture, but
Scripture needs no defence. Scripture needs to be krwwn and to be
believed. What our people lack is not little bits of arguments defending
this book of Scripture and that book of Scripture; but to know what
the Scripture says, for the Scripture is consistent from beginning to
end and says ouly one thing. All the Holy prophets and all the holy
apostles testify of one thing.
" Oh, strange it is, very strange, and no human reason ever would
have discovered it, and no human investigation ever would have
brought it to light. It is the secret of the Lord made manifest unto
us. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are the thoughts
of God and the ways of God difIerent from and higher than the thoughts
and the ways of man, and these ways of God are revealed to us in the
Scripture."-Dr. Adolph Saphir in " The Scattered Nation."
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COMFORT FOR THE NEW YEAR.
" The Father of mercies, and the God of all co-mfort."2 CoRINTHIANS i. 3.

for monthly magazines have often to be written weeks
in advance of publication. Writers are therefore often influenced
by circumstances which have to some extent passed away when
the readers receive their monthly periodicals. The precious truths
of God's Word are, however, always more or less applicable and
adapted to His people. Sometimes one portion of His word suits
their case more than another. Sometimes an old truth is brought
home to the heart by the Spirit with greater force than at another
time. All the truths of God's Word are of an abiding nature.
" The Word of the Lord endureth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 25). It is
true now, and will be true when January, 1926, dawns, that our
Covenant God is "the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort." Moreover, as there is no day when His people do not need
His mercy, so there is no day when it is not profitable to realize
the blessedness of the truth which the title, " the Father of mercies,"
conveys. The other title, " the God of all comfort," is also exceedingly precious, and is continuously needed by His people. Even
the strong, courageous, healthy, and vigorous members of the
Lord's family need comfort. The weak, timid and fearful ones
especially need the assurance that their God is "the God of all
comfort." We are writing at a time when our hearts are saddened
by recent happenings. One of our sons, as our readers know, was
a son-in-law of the late Bishop Cassels who for forty years has
laboured in the Gospel in China. Our son and his wife were living
at Paoning, Szechwan, with the Bishop. Naturally, then, we feel
how tried he and his wife will have been through the sudden death
of the Bishop on November 7th, and the death of Mrs. Cassels on
November 15th, both from typhus fever. A great blank will have
been made after all these forty years of self-sacrificing and arduous
labours, and many hearts out in China will be downcast. Then
we are keenly feeling the Home-call of our highly-esteemed friend
and publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold. The death of Queen Alexandra,
ARTICLES
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too, is a national loss, and we all feel full of tender sympathy for
our King and Queen, and for all the Royal Family. Moreover, we
know that sorrow in greater or less degree, and in a variety of ways,
is the experience of all God's people. It is appropriate, therefore,
that we should seek to comfort one another with some of the precious
assurances given by the God of all comfort to His people.
We live in a world of change, but there is One Who says, "I am
the Lord, I change not."
" Changeless, the way of peace:
Changeless, Emmanuel's Name;
Changeless, the Covenant of grace;
Eternally the same.
, I change not,' is a Father's word,
, And 1 am with thee,' saith the Lord."
Our God is unchangeable. His love, His grace, His mercy, His
faithfulness, His power and His purposes are also unchangeable.
Let us take comfort from these precious assurances.
1. We may take comfort from the assurance that the Lord's love to
His people is perpetual.
That love had no beginning. It is as eternal as is the eternal
God Himself. With an everlasting love He has loved His people.
Or ever the world was created He had set His love upon them.
That love has been marvellously displayed in redemption, providence and grace. It is a love which is perpetual. " Neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39). It is true that
the Lord's ways are often mysterious, inexplicable and perplexing
to us, but we may rest assured that His love to His people is continuous, abiding and perpetual. He never ceases to love them.
" He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate) ;
Nor shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date.
" By grace a free partaker made
Of His immortal root,.
I know my branch shall never fade,
Nor cease from yielding fruit.
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" Glory and grace to them He gives,
For whom He gave His Son;
And God must cease from being love
Ere He can hate His Own! "
(ToplaJiy.)
Let us be comforted with the assurance, then, that our gracious
God still loves us. We do not merit His love. We are utterly
unworthy of it. Yet He loves and cares for His people. He will
not forget them. He has graven them on the palms of His hands.
2. We 'YMY take comfort from the assurance that His grace ana
mercy towards His people are abiding.
He hath saved them by His grace. He hath justified them freely
by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. He
hath forgiven them according to the riches of His grace. He ever
sits on a throne of grace to receive them. He has given them
liberty to enter into His presence by the blood of Jesus, that they
may obtain more mercy and find more grace to help them in time
of need. No unworthiness on their part can ever prevent Him
from dispensing His grace to His penitent and believing people.
His grace is therefore abiding. The year 1926 will be no less
marked by exhibitions of His grace towards His people than have
been all preceding years. "The Lord will give grace and glory:
no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"
(Psalm Ixxxiv. Il).
In like manner His mercy is abiding. Goodness and mercy shall
follow the people of God all the days of 1926. The mercy of their
God is" from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him."
There is no danger then that He will cease being me.rciful to His
people.
In a letter received from Burma at the time of writing this
article our son out there says, "To-day, my heart felt in unison
with Daily Light as I read, , Oh, how great is Thy goodness, which
Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee.' "
For our comfort these words were written. Goodness and
mercy are laid up for all the people of God, as they step forth into a
new year, and He will dispense these blessings according to our need.
3. We may take comfort from the assurance that the Lord's
faithfulness to His people is unchanging.
It is written that, "He is faithful that promised." He hath
given to His people exceeding great and precious promises, and we
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can fully rely upon Him to be true to His Word. A human promiser might change in his affection towards one to whom he had
made a promise, and this change might influence him to ignore his
promise. God's affection for His people never changes.
A human friend might find himself unable from sheer inability
to keep a promise. No such inability can apply to the Divine
Promiser. What He hath promised He is able also to perform.
Moreover, He is "the faithful God, Which keepeth Covenant and
mercy with Ghem that love Him " (Deut. vii. 9). Faithfulness is
one of His attributes. He cannot deny Himself. "He abideth
faithful" (2 Tim. ii. 13). His lovingkindness therefore He will not
utterly take even from His sinning people, nor will He suffer His
faithfulness to fail. His Covenant promises will He not break,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of His lips. (See Psalm lxxxix.
33, 34.)
" He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
His eternal Covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
God is all-sufficient for the coming year."
4. We may take comfort from the assurance that the Lord's power
on behalf of His people is unlimited.
" Is anything too hard for the Lord? " was the question which
Jehovah Himself put to Abraham. The angel Gabriel said to
Mary in reference to the promised virgin birth, "With God nothing
shall be impossible." There is thus no limit to the power of our
God. His people are sometimes placed in very difficult circumstances. They are confronted with a need which seems most
unlikely to be supplied. A difficulty presents itself which from
the human point of view seems hopeless of removal. Yet the
faith which trusts in the omnipotence of God is enabled to laugh
at impossibilities, and say, "It shall be done."
Who would have thought that the Assyrian host would have
been destroyed by the angel of the Lord in answer to Hezekiah's
prayer? Who would have thought that Peter would have been
so marvellously delivered from prison in answer to the unceasing
prayers of the Church of God? These are but two illustrations
showing how the almighty power of God is put forth on behalf of
His believing people. He is "able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think." There is no limit to His ability,
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though we must always recognize that He knows best when and
how to act for His people.
With the prophet Jeremiah let us say, " Ah, Lord God! behold,
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and
stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee" (Jer.
xxxii. 17).
5. Lastly, we may take comfort from the assurance that His purposes
towards His people are unalterable.

" We know," says the apostle, "that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son." It is His
purpose that His people shall be conformed to the image of His
Son. To that end He' calls and justifies them freely by His grace,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. The predestinated
He calls, and the called He justifies, "and whom He justified,
them He also glorified." The eternal glorification of the chosen,
beloved and redeemed people of God is the great purpose of the
most high God. That involves the transformation of living
believers when the Lord comes, and the glorious resurrection of
those who have died in the Lord. They shall be raised in power
and in glory. AB they have borne the image of the first Adam, so
they shall bear the image of the last Adam. He will change the
bodies of their humiliation that they may be fashioned like unto
the body of His glory. They shall then be like Him, for they shall
see Him as He is.
Nothing can alter the purpose of God in regard to His redeemed
people. He intends to bring the many sons unto glory. Therefore
beyond all the present circumstances, and the ups and downs of
His people, is the certain fulfilment of His purpose to glorify His
people. " When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye
also appear with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4). All these things have
been written for our comfort. Wherefore, dear believing readers,
scattered though ye be in different parts of the earth, comfort
one another with these words.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Viearage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with His
journey, sat thus on the well; and it was about the sixth hour."JOHN iv. 6.
ALTHOUGH this appears to be the only time when the Scriptures tell
us of Jesus" being weary," we know that as " the Man of Sorrows,"
He must oft have been weary: for He "had not where to lay His
head," whilst the very creatures He had made gat them to their dens
and holes and nests as the night fell. We read that" every man
went to his own house." Where did Jesus go? To the Mount of
Olives frequently, and there whilst stillness fell upon nature, and man
was resting in sleep, that Holy One of God mixed His breathings with
the midnight air, in prayer to His Father on behalf of those whom
He had given Him to redeem. As man He suffered: we see Him
" asleep" in that little tempest-tossed vessel on the Galilean Lake,
doubtless weary with His day's work. We find Him sighing deeply
on another occasion, being weary at the unbelief of those around
Him. We read how when He was set upon the mountain, having
gathered His disciples around Him, "He opened His mouth and
taught them" of those who are" blessed." But in the words of our
text, it is distinctly stated that Jesus was weary: "wearied with His
journey." He had come from Judre, having" heard that John was
cast into prison," and was on His way to Galilee. And now the
omniscient eye of the Great Shepherd of His flock sees a sheep that
needs seeking and searching out: and that is the probable meaning
of the expression, " and He must needs go through Samaria." True
it was geographically a direct line to Galilee, but when we remember
how He had emphatically instructed His disciples, "into any city
of the Samaritans enter ye not," we see the holy purport of His
journey there! Oh! the blessed and irrevocable purpose, counsel,
and will of our God! Nothing can frustrate Him and no power on
earth or in hell can separate a soul from Him whom He came" to seek
and to save," and for whom He shed His precious blood. The place,
the spot, the time, the circumstances, are all designed by omnipotent
Love, and we can sing in exultation at the sure and certain coming
together of the Saviour and of every elect vessel of mercy" All hail! Thou great Redeemer, hail I
We know Thy words can never fail ;
Thy ransomed sheep shall surely come
To their prepared, eternal home."
Here in Samaria, where" the Jews have no dealing," Jesus, King
of the Jews, has a lost sheep to go after and He knows where to find
that one. "Now Jacob's well was there." It is a lovely thought
that this very well may have been in the mind of the dying patriarch
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when he uttered the blessing of Joseph. "Joseph is a fruitful bough,
even a fruitful bough by a well." And again, " The fountain of Jacob
shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also his heavens shall drop
down dew." However, the poor, sinful, ignorant woman knew
nothing of this.
She could only argue with this Divine Stranger,
Who had asked drink of her and spoken of other "living water"
which He had power to give her had she" asked" of Him. She says,
" Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well,
and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle 1 "
But to. return to our verse. The Holy Son of God was" wearied with
His journey." A long journey taken on foot and having travelled
many hours, if not a day before, He now reaches the spot which He
knew was to be the Salvation spot of a poor lost sinner. l\foreover, it
is noon, "about the sixth hour," and the hottest time of day, and
Jesus had had nothing to eat: "His disciples were gone away unto
the city to buy meat." Oh! the wonders of Divine Love, the mysteries
of redeeming grace, th3 unfathomable abyss of mercy, grace, and
love which drew the wondrous plan of redemption, and gives graceopened hearts to see Jesus, born of a woman, made under the law, as
One Who" became obedient even unto the death of the cross."
Dear reader, let us pause a moment here to think of what true
humility is, and what a priceless gem of the first water it is in the eyes
of Him Who was its very embodiment, and Who would see His children
walking in the grace of it. Oh! the abominable, detestable pride in
our hearts! What have we to boast of 1 What have we that we
did not receive 1 What have we before us in our great example,
the holy, harmless, undefiled One 1
And this" being wearied" was part of His humbling as l\fan. How
patiently "He endured the cross, despising the shame"; "Himself
took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses," and was in all points
tempted like as we, yet without sin, that He might have compassion
on the ignorant and be " touched with the feeling of our infirmities."
"He knows what sore temptations meaD,

For He has felt the same."
This is the Great Apostle and High Priest of our profession. This
is the Holy One of God! separate from sinners, Who, because He was
Man, can feel for us in our every pain, weakness and woe. As God
He cannot be wearied. So that when we read such a passage as we
have in the prophecy of Isaiah (xliii.), "but thou hast made me to
serve with thy sins; thou hast wearied Me with thine iniquities," we
find how the Lord is comforting His Church with His unfailing compassions in and through the merits of His well-beloved Son. Deity
could not suffer, but herein lies the matchless love in the Covenant
of Grace, that Jesus became the willing Bondservant of Jehovah, and
was made to serve with the sins of His elect body, the church, in
her stead and for her sake. As Man, ." Jesus being wearied, sat thus
on the well." As God, " Hast thou not known 1 hast thou not heard,
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that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary 1" And therefore He it is Who
can bestow and who delights in giving "power to the faint" and
increase of strength" to them that have no might," and gives them
to wait upon the Lord to "renew their strength; to run and not
be weary and to walk and not faint."
, This is all the purchase of Jesus for His redeemed children, by
His Own most precious blood-shedding. This is why the sweet words
of the text under our consideration come home to our hearts with
melting power, " Jesus being wearied sat thus on the well." And if
you are led on in the marvellous contemplation, my beloved friends,
read Psalm xxii., and hear there the cries and the groans and sufferings of the Son of God, Who was made to serve with His people's sins.
"In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows had a part."

" Jesus being wearied sat thus on the well." He knew it was to be
the appointed trysting place of a sinner and her Saviour. He knew
at what hour she would come thither to draw water. He knew she
was one, in spite of her notoriously sinful life, for whom His precious
blood was to speak in Heaven's high courts. That sinner and her
Saviour meet! And her eternal salvation hung upon that meeting
and revelation" I that speak unto thee am He." All true religion is
of Divine revelation. "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but My Father which is in Heaven."
The disciples'may marvel on their return to see their Master talking'
with this woman. And the object of His mercy marvels likewise.
" How is it that Thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a
woman of Samaria 1 for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans." But when she afterward knew" the gift of God," and Who
it was Who turned out her heart and revealed to her how He knew
all her past sinful history and black record, then she knew something
of the love of Jesus as her Saviour, Who for her sake" became poor,"
" endured weariness" and humbled Himself that hell-de3erving sinners
might be made rich, and be made " partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light."
Oh, sinner, art thou weary 1 Art thou burdened with thy sins,
tied and bound in the chain of them, looking this way and that, groping
in the dark, looking within for what you will never find; sometimes
desperate, sometimes despairing and altogether disconsolate, and fearing
the time of mercy must be ever past for thee 10ft hast thou slighted
the words of grace and turned a deaf ear to His voice of love and
mercy, neglected the precious exhortations of the Word, and shunned
the mercy-seat. Is this the record thou art making against thyself,
and adding to it what is perfectly true, if He send me to hell, it is
what I deserve and He is perfectly just in doing so 1 Oh, dear tempesttossed one, remember for such an one as thyself was Jesus weary
and sat thus on the well. He came where that poor sinner was and
2
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perhaps it may kindle in your breast a spark of hope that this poor
Samaritan sinner was not even seeking Him! You can say you are
seeking and longing after Him, and that your life is made up day
after day of sorrows and sighs, fears and alternate hopes, and the cry
wrung from your heart: "I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me."
Oh, the depths of misery some of us are called to wade through, ere
we get to the other side of the Slough of Despond! But, thank God,
the depths of misery are never beyond the depths of His infinite mercy,
and the heights and depths of the matcWess grace of the God-man shall
shine still with meridian splendour in those heavenly regions until the
last elect vessel of mercy shall be gathered in. "They shall come
that were ready to perish." The great Saviour and the great sinner
(for such you feel yourself to be and such we all are) meeting! The
time, the set time of favour has at last come. The place appointed,
the circumstances are all mapped out, and your sorrow gives place
to joy. The winter of your experience is over and past, and the time
of singing is come. For every sinner casting himself upon the mercy
of God in Christ Jesus, there is " a fnll reward under Whose wings"
such an one has come to trust. Such will praise the glories of His
matchless grace throughout eternity, for the God-man Who" endured
such contradiction of sinners against Himself," in the days of His
flesh and in the days of His weariness, that sinners black as hell should
be redeemed by His Own most precious blood and be sharers of His
glory.
R.
THE FIDELITY OF GOD.
TIll) apostle's confidence in the steadfastness and final perseverance
of believers was founded neither on the strength of their purpose to
persevere, nor on any assumption that the principle of religion in
their hearts was indestructible, but simply on the fidelity of God. If
God has promised to give certain persons to His Son as His inheritance,
to deliver them from sin and condemnation and to make them partakers of eternal life, it is certain He will not allow them to perish.
This is plain enough, but how did the apostle know that those to whom
he wrote were included in the number of those given to Christ, and
that the fidelity of God was pledged to their salvation? It was
because they were called. Whom He calls, them He also justifies;
and whom He justifies, them He also glorifies (Rom. viii. 30). The
call intended is the effectual call of the Holy Spirit, by which the
sonl is renewed and translated from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of light. The only evidence of election is therefore vocation,
and the only evidence of vocation is holiness of heart and life, for we
are called into thefelwwship of His Son Jesus Ohrist our Lord. Compare
again Rom. viii. 29, where believers are said to be "predestinated
to be conformed to the image of His Son." To this they are effectually
called. They are made like Christ.-Dr. O. Hodge on lOOT. i. 9.
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.$ermonf.l anb N otef.l of .$etmonf.l.
"WITNESSING THE MAJESTY OF CHRIST."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON, AT
STREATLY HALL, LONDON, ON SUNDAY, MARCH 12TH, 1911.
"Eyetvitneses of His majesty."-2 PET. i. 16.
(G01wluded from p. 528.)

'What a glorious chapter that is in the first of Hebrews, where we
read of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is " the express image of the
Father's glory," that He is the image, as in Colossians, of the invisible
God; and in the Christ of God we see One Who unites in Himself
the majesty of two perfect natures-the majesty and perfection of
Manhood! The majesty of the infinite and holy and self-existent
God! Pure Manhood, and the Eternal Godhead! Not mixed up
together in the Person of the Lord, but joined so that they shall never,
never more be divided. To be eyewitnesses of the majesty of the
Lord Jesus Christ is to behold Him Who was pure and perfect Manabsolutely like you and me except without sin; a partaker of the flesh
and blood of the children that He might be made perfect through
sufferings, not perfect as to His Manhood, but perfect as to His experience and qualifications for the exercise of His High Priestly office
over the House of God. Oh, if we are taught of God we cannot be
Socinians; we cannot be Arians. If I am taught of God, the eyes of
my heart behold in the Christ of God Him Who is bone of my bone,
aud flesh of my flesh, and Him Who is at the same time true and
Eternal God, so that Peter said, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
Living God"; so that he elsewhere affirmed, "We believe and are
sure that Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." And when
our Lord wrought that miracle upon the Lake of GaWee, Peter had
such a view of His majesty that he said, "Depart from me, for I am
a sinful man, 0 Lord." "Eyewitnesses of His majesty." Oh, if we
are poor sinners-I mean sensibly so-if we are poor, needy sinners,
the sight of an angel will not satisfy our souls or meet the requirements
of our nature. We cannot look upon God out of Christ. We cannot
look to one who is simply a human saviour, nor can we look to Oneowing to the dazzling glory-Who is simply Divine. The regenerated
heart says by its thirst, its hunger and its need, "I want Christ ",
and so the faith of God in the soul feels after Christ, works its way
towards Christ, feels after the power of these blessed things as ministered within. Then comes the Spirit of the Living God and reveals
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son Eternal, clothed for
evermore with my nature, and in the Christ of God, as I have a view
of His majesty, I say, "This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend,
o daughters of Jerusalem." Jehovah looks at His dear Son and
says, " In Him I am well pleased, hear ye Him." Oh what a mercy
to look upon Christ not as a shadow, not as a mere doctrine, but as
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the Person Who is the Father's delight, as the Person Who, by taking
my nature, unites Himself to me, and Who, by giving to me of His
nature, of His life, joins me to Him, and so
"We two are so joined,

He can't be in Glory
And leave me behind ! "
" Eyewitnesses of His majesty." Have you had a glimpse of Jesus?
Do you want to see Him 1 Is your heart convinced that only the
Christ of God in the glory of that wonderful Person Which "e shall be
learning from and contemplating through the ages of eternity, that
this Christ comes to where I am, and meets my case, and that His
majesty is the majesty of the Son Eternal and of the Man Christ JeslLS !
Secondly: Peter was not ouly an eyewitness of His majesty in
His Person, but he was an eyewitness of the Father's Sen-ant's
majesty, and faith gives to us a view of the majesty of Christ as His
Father's Servant. How do we have this? Behold our dear Lord
at the Last Supper and in the events which led up to it! What does
he say 1 "The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister." As Jehovah's Servant "He went about doing good."
As Jehovah's Servant He was fulfilling that office which He had undertaken in covenant on behalf of His people, that He would make
Himself of " no reputation," and take upon Himself" the form of a
Servant." I love that word of George Herbert's in one of his "onderful,
beautiful, spiritual songs. He says of our dear Lord, "hen He came
from heaven to earth (it is, I admit, a poetical e>--pre sion, but it
expresses the blessed truth) " He came undressing all the "ay," laying
aside His glory, making Himself of no reputation, and condescending
to be born in Bethlehem of Judrea. "I am among you "-a company
of poor hell-deserving sinners-" I am among you as He that serveth."
I ask you, is there any scene in the life of our Lord prior to Gethsemane
and Calvary in which His majesty is more astonishingly displayed
than when He took a towel and girded Himself, and stooped and
washed tile feet of those sinful men in token of the service which He
was about to perform in accord with His Father's mind and will; in
doing, in speaking, in suffering the Lord's Servant still? In everything,
supreme majesty as well as tender and stooping love! Wondrous
Servant! The service of the Just for the unjust! The service of
the Holy for the unholy! Think of it, dear friends, God Eternal
girding Himself with a towel and stooping and washing those feet! !
Symbolical act! Wonderful act, picturing, translating into human
act that wondrous love. " If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with
Me." Oh, Jehovah the Father never had such a Servant as He had
when the Lord of Life and Glory w'as on earth, and where should we
have been without the Lord's service, without a Servant such as this ?
.. The more Thy glories strike my eye,
The humbler I shall lie."
And only to think of it, that you and I, if we are going to heaven,
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and if we have been led to feel our need of Christ, that Christ came
to serve for us, to serve us ! And what was His service! To open
heaven, to put away our sins, to take away from us everything that
would have sent us to hell, and to work out that which means repentance, grace, blessing, "I am among you as He that serveth." We
were "eyewitnesses of His majesty." Hence Peter said, "Lord,
Thou shalt never wash my feet." He was labouring under a mistake,
but at the bottom of all there was the deep sense in Peter's heart, the
eyesight of the majesty of Him Who was about to perform this office
of love even to llis servant Peter. Then Peter at the end says, " Lord,
not my feet only, but also my hands and my head."
The majesty of the Father's Servant. It is an unspeakable mercy
when we are so led and taught that we are brought to have a glimpse
of that wonderful stoop of Love Divine for you and for. me. Look at
His ministry. See His majesty in His daily work! The words of
grace, the miracles of love, as well as the washing of His disciples'
feet, intercourse with publicans and sinners! Never was Servant
so humble, so lowly, so loving, so gentle, so sweetly attractive. The
publicans and sinners gladly heard Him. The widows and the little
children shrank not from llim. The poor lepers felt that in that
wonderful Servant of God they had a Friend and a compassionate
Healer. The rejected among men felt that in llim they had One
Who was indeed their Friend. And yet I do not read one instance where
the Servant of servants, the meek and lowly as He travelled to and fro,
where any freedom or liberty was taken with Him, or where there
was any irreverence on the part of those who drew near. Stooping·
so low, coming so near, speaking words of tenderness, and yet the
majesty of the Servant preventing that irreverence and vulgar familiarity, if I may so speak, which is so often to be seen among men.
Eyewitnesses of the majesty of the Father's Servant-pursuing
llis way, carrying out the Covenant purposes of God. "I am among
you as He that serveth."
Thirdly; Peter, and God's people by the eye of faith are "eyewitnesses" of the majesty of the Crucified Christ. We were eyewitnesses of His majesty, and at the cross the majesty of His Person,
His majesty as the Father's Servant shone forth gloriously. The
spectacle that attracted the eyes of heaven as well as the eyes of God's
people upon earth was the most glorious that had ever been seen.
Never before had sorrow been so clothed with majesty. Never before
had death been so cornpassed about with greatness! Look at the
seven cries of our dear Lord upon the cross. Each one is full of a
Divine majesty. "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do." "Woman; behold thy son!" "Behold thy mother," and He
has done with Mary as His mother for ever; a sinner saved by grace,
but now Mary is to be regarded as under the care of John, and no more
spoken of as the Mother of the Lord. "To-day shalt thou be with
Me in Paradise," said He to that poor, dying thief. It is the Voice
of majesty s01lJlding from the Cross of Calvary. "I thirst!"-
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ranging through the Scriptures; that one prophecy still left unfulfilled
and so the Lord of the Scriptures said" I thirst." "Eoli, Eloi, lama
sabaehtham; My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? "
U

'Tis a. deep that knows no sounding,

Without bottom or a shore I "
It is the Voice of majesty. The Voice of majesty, of sorrow and of
suffering in the hour of its deepest and most poignant darkness. "It
is fimshed." "Father, into Thy hands I co=it My Spirit." "Eyewitnesses of His majesty," and He Who shed His precious Blood for
poor, lost and rllined sinners, is now the King Immortal and Invisible,
Who reigns to dispense by His Holy Spirit the benefits of His redeeming death. The majesty of a Crucified Christ. That one sacrifice put
away sins for ever. He went up to the Cross to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself! By Himself He purged our sins! Oh, what a
weight did this majestic Saviour sustain, and in how majestic and
glorious a way, at the cost of His Own heart's blood did He put away
the burdens and sins of His people. Oh, to have a glimpse of a crucified Christ. Sinner, will not this suffice? To behold Him is to have
a new hope kindled in thy heart. "Will not this suffice?" He in
Whose Person we have the Manhood and the Godhead, He in Whose
Person we have the majestic Servant of the Lord carrying out the
office of bleeding, dying love, He whom we see on Calvary's Cross
bearing His people's sins.
" Eyewitnesses of His majesty." The majesty of the Risen Son of
God. Paul says that by His resurrection from the dead He was
declared to be the Son of God with power. He rose in all strength and
glory and majesty. He came forth from the sepulchre. He did not
"burst the barriers of the tomb," as Dr. Watts sings. He had
finished His work and the angel rolled back the stone and the majestic
Saviour in all His resurrection glory, the Maker and Lord of that angel
came forth and trod the dewy grass on that resurrection morling.
"Eyewitnesses of His majesty," in the upper room at Jerusalem
when the doors were shut. "Eyewitnesses of His majesty" outside
a little cottage door at Emmaus, and inside too. "Eyewitnesses of
His majesty." Oh, Peter saw it when that majestic Person said
to Peter, "Peter, lovest thou Me?" "Feed My sheep," and" Feed
My lambs," and Peter knew by the renewal of his commission and
by his Lord's words that He had put away his sins and recommissioned
him, and sent him forth as an apostle of the Most High God.
The Apostle Paul wanted this, did he not, when he said, "I want
to know Him, and the power of His resurrection," and that is what
we want this morning if our hearts are right in the sight of God. More
of Christ, more from Christ, the eye of faith fixed more and more upon
Christ. "Eyewitnesses of His majesty," eyewitnesses of the
majesty of the Ascended Lord in His High Priestly work. The eye
of faith penetrates within the veil, and there is seen our righteous
Advocate with the Father, our merciful and compassionate High

The Gospel Magazine

21

Priest Who" can have compassion on the ignorant and on them that
are out of the way," and when faith gets a glimpse of a Risen Christ
within the veil it says, " He has risen, He has risen to be my righteous
Advocate with the Father." The believer sees that He is not
ashamed to be called our Brother, Friend. He is there on behalf of
sinners, and the sinner says, " I will hie me to the Lord Jesus Christ,
for I am an eyewitness of His majesty as the ascended and interceding
and faithful Saviour." Every soul that is regenerated, every heart
that is comforted, and everyone who is spiritually blessed reflects
glory upon the Christ of God, and then at the end there is the time
coming when we shall be eyewitnesses of our coming and descending
Lord, " eyewitnesses of His majesty." For I shall see Him when He
comes" the second time without sin unto salvation." May God bless
His Word for His Name's sake. Amen.
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
"THE FIRST MAN, ADAM."-l COR. xv. 45.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
AT a time when the theory of evolution is agitating men's minds, it
may be helpful to review what the Bible teaches respecting the creation
of the Head and progenitor of the human race. Genesis i. 27 tells
us: "God created man in His Own image, in the image of God created
He him; male and female created He them." The Hebrew word
translated "created" seems to mean originated, or brought into.
being. In Gen. ii. 3, we read: "God blessed the seventh day,
and sanctified it, because that in it He had rested from all His w01'k,
which God created and made." A great Hebrew scholar says of this
expression, "created and made," that it should be explained, "He
produced by making, i.e., He made by producing something new."
Later on in the inspired record, we are further instructed, " And the
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul" (Gen.
ii. 7). The Hebrew word for "Man" and " Adam" is the same,
and the root of the word means "earthly." This original (Hebrew)
name for man, and the statement: "The Lord God formed man of
the dust of the ground," as well as the sentence after the fall: "In
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; f01' out of it wast thou taken, for dust thou art, and unto dust
shalt thou return" (Gen. iii. 19), completely overthrows the theory
that man was evolved from pre-existent living animals. The fact
stated in Genesis is confirmed by the Apostle Paul: "The first man
is of the earth, earthy" (1 Cor. xv. 47).
It appears then that God, by giving to the progenitor of the human
race this name" Adam," or " man" (earthly), and by such expressions
as those cited above, and by that of Gen. iii. 23: "Therefore the
Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground
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j/"01n whence he was taken," intended to indicate the materials from
which He formed him, viz., " the dust of the ground."
Now science corroborates this, as it has demonstrated that the
human body is composed of the very same elements as the soil which
forms the crust of the earth, and the limestone which lies embedded
in its bowels. This has been done by chemical analysis.
It should be noted that our Lord attests the truth of the Mosaic
account, when He said: "Have ye not read, that He which made
them from the beginning made them male and female 1" (Matt.
xix. 4). "From the beginning of the creation, male and female made
He them" (Mark x. 6).
The Darwinian theory of evolution is not proven. It is ouly a
theory. No ascertained scientific fact can clash with the Bible, though,
as in the past, traditional interpretations may be found to be wrong,
and Bible words and statements nlisapprehended as to their precise
meaning. The Holy Scriptures and true science-exact knowledgewill always be found to be in harmony. The believer need not be
disturbed-" The Word of our God shall stand for ever" (Isaiah xl. 8).
CHRIST THE FIRSTFRUITS.
I WAS told (or taught) once, that what appears of an iceberg is only
one-third of its whole bulk. There are two-thirds out of sight. I
remembered this when thinking of the life of 1.10ses. Eighty years
were allotted by God to his preparation for forty years' manifestation.
It was somewhat the same in the building of the Temple. A great
part of the work was done at a distance, before it was brought to the
light and to the site of the edifice. Little did J oseph's brethren
think or know what was behind the rigid face of the judge and lawgiver,
before whom they stood, or rather, prostrated themselves. They saw
his face, and heard through an interpreter what he had to say, but
behind the calm look, behind the closed door there was what they
did not see, nor hear. There was the breaking heart, the longing
that could scarcely restrain itself, the tears which he must wipe away.
There was all the history which God Himself had made to be like
that of His Only Son. "Lo," said Job (he was all but submerged in
sorrow and perplexity at the time), "these are parts of His ways.
How little a portion is heard of Him ! "
To return to Moses. He was learned in all the wisdom of Egypt..
God was preparing a leader and commander of His people, such as
has not been since. And He gave His servant the best, from the
schools and from the court of Egypt. They were as civilized and as
clever as we are: and he " was nlighty in word and in deed." He
must have felt his abilities and his powers surging within him, as he
longed for the release and deliverance of his kindred. And God was
with him, and he was strong and went forth and slew the Egyptian,
burying him-the firstfruits of the hosts that were to follow-in the
sand. "But they understood not." And Moses then did not under-
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stand as he did afterwards. The race is not to the swift, nor the
battle to the strong. It was to be not by might, nor by power, but
by God's Spirit. A few days saw the" ruler and judge" a fugitive
in the desert, to stay there for forty years. There were other than
earthly things to know, patience, repentance, meekness, forgiveness,
weariness, endurance, love, mercy. But at the end of the days the Lord
came to him again and sent him, "by the hand of the Angel that
appeared to him in the bush," to take up and go on with and finish
what he had begun so long before. "That first slaughter," as with
Jonathan, as with David, with Samson, with many others, had been
a token and promise from God, and although so long a time had int~r
vened, his expectation and his hope had proved not vain. God
" acknowledged him," as He did His banished ones in the twenty-third
of Jeremiah, whom He had sent into the land of the Chaldeans for
their good. But he was weak now, because he had learned in the
school of Christ, and he wanted tokens and assurances and re-assurances of the Lord's presence and favour. He was like Paul, he had
the sentence of death in himself that he should not trust in himself,
but in God that raiseth the dead, the dead hope that had been buried
with the Egyptian, and all the early learning and experience that arose
and stood upon their feet. Paul said to Agrippa, that having obtained
help of God, he continued till that day. He knew that it was quite a
miracle that he continued so long; for he was always perishing from
one cause or another. But he continued till that day, witnessing
both to small and great . . . none other things than those which
Moses and the prophets did say that Christ should suffer and that
He should be the first that should rise from the dead. It was Christ
first which rose from the dead when Hannah began her song, "My
heart rejoiceth in the Lord, my horn is exalted in the Lord." It was
Christ first which rose from the lips of David in the day when the
Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the
hand of Saul. It was Christ first from the fiery furnace, and in the
palace of Hezekiah. It was Christ first at the Lake of Galilee, when
they were astonished at the draught of fishes and when Peter wondered,
being overwhelmed with a sense of his own worthlessness and sinfulness. The Lord teach us the same things-the blessed Lord Who is
still here with His people-the Comforter Whom Jesus sent to lead
,. the flock of slaughter" to their Father-God. There is one promise
for all the flock. "They shall be all taught of God." From all their
depths and desolate places, from all their sins and iniquities, their
rebellion against His evil things, their unbelief of His good things,
from all that is their own He will bring them up and they will praise
Him. One of His Own blessed words of verity and comfort is: "Every
one therefore that hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh unto
Me." May we have the faith of Martha, and the sight also, even now
He is the Resurrection and the Life.
P.S.-I am told now that an iceberg is ollly one-eighth, and not
one-third above the water.
FOLLOWER-ON..
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HIS OWN SHEEP.
FOR the opening year 1926, my warmest wishes and prayers ascend
that each dear reader may have a very happy New Year, truly happy
with the supreme happiness that our loving Lord bestows upon His
Own beloved ones who abide in Him, and happy with all the temporal
good that His bountiful hand bestows.
The characteristics concerning some of the allusions to shepherd
life as descriptive of the Lord's guidance and protection of His people
appeal to me just now, I believe, by the Holy Spirit's direction, and I
pray He may open out the good treasure to me to help His dear ones
who are looking to Him with, may be, anxious eyes and forebodings.
Child of God, "His mercy endureth for ever." He will not forsake
thee.
I have been studying the beautiful 78th Psalm. The words in
verses 52 and 53 speak very sweetly to our hearts: "But made His
Own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness
like a flock. And He led them on safely, so that they feared not."
The Prayer Book version is perhaps even more emphatic: "But as
for His Own people, He led them forth like sheep: and carried them
in the wilderness like a flock. He brought them out safely, that they
should not fear."
The pictures of shepherd life in our country are not so familiar as
in Palestine, but we can gather from many incidents in Bible story,
as well as from travellers, and from personal observation, if privileged
to personally visit" those holy fields," how confiding and loving are
the relations between shepherd and flock, and, alas, how foolish and
wandering and timid the sheep are. Also how persevering the shepherd
is when one is lost. He searches the wandering sheep" until he find
it." His protection and provision are ceaseless.
In the verses I have just quoted there is one specially precious
expression to my own soul, and that is: "He made His Own people
to go forth like sheep." He marks the difference between " His Own
people" and those who are not. His Own people are His purchased
people. See margin in the Bible in 1 Peter ii. 9, " a peculiar people"
is in the original, "a purchased people." In Acts xx. 28, we read:
" The church of God which He hath purchased with His Own blood."
Verily may He describe His purchased people as " His Own people,"
His by right of purchase. They are His Own people by right of choice,
and they are His Own people by virtue of being in His Son, one in
Him, and thus are well pleasing in His sight.
Well, "He made His Own people to go forth like sheep," or as in
P.B.V., "He led them forth like sheep." Is there not a singular
comfort in this 1 They go forth, they are led not as isolated beings,
but in company. They are a little flock in communion and fellowship
with each other. And as we read in Ps. xxiii., that implies not only
the" together," but the personal note, " The Lord is my Shepherd, I
shall not want." The position of shepherd and sheep implies all wants
supplied-feeding, comforting, restoring, support, protection, healing,
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refreshing, a full cup, and the assurance of continual loving-kindness.
Thus, " His Own people" in company with each other and with Him,
know that " goodness and mercy shall follow them" all the days of
their lives, that every good is in store for them all the days of 1926
and beyond, with the ever-brightening view in front of " dwelling in
the house of the Lord for ever."
Moreover, "He guided them in the wilderness like a flock." In
P.B.V., " He carried them in the wilderness like a flock." His Own
people are in the wilderness of the world. They are in the land of
conflict, danger, temptation, and sin. The world is alien to the walk
in the Spirit. But" be of good cheer," He leads. So they walk safely.
He carries, and He will not let them fall. They are "beyond the
reach of harm."
Moreover, " He led them on safely, so that they feared not." In
P.B.V., " He brought them out safely that they should not fear." Oh!
why should we fear when we know the Lord Himself is carrying us 1
" He carried them all the days of old," and He will carry us through
all the days of 1926, and all the days to come. "For," as we read
in Isaiah lxiii. 9, " For, He said, Surely they are My people." Fear
not then, He is bringing out, He is carrying, and in His arms " His
Own people " are .lifted up, borne in safety, through the wilderness,
through the sea.
Before closing I cannot withhold allusion to the Chief Shepherd,
the Lord Jesus Himself, His Own mediatorial work and His burning
love to " His Own sheep," as depicted in His Own words in St. John x. :
" The sheep hear His voice." Ah! how blessed to hear and know
and love His voice. "He calleth His Own sheep by name." He
knows each one, the name, the dwelling, the surroundings, the temptations, the trials, the struggles, the conquests, the sins. He knows all
about each one. "He calleth His Own sheep by name, and leadeth
them out. And when He putteth forth His Own sheep, He goeth
before them, and the sheep follow Him, for they know His voice." So
He will go before us in 1926 aud all succeeding days. It is so sweet
to be His follower, to mark His footsteps, to listen to His Voice, and
to know it. May we be kept in His love, very, very near to Him all
tlie days.
We read, " a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him:
for they know not the voice of strangers." These are very specious,
dangerous days, when strange shepherds are endeavouring to entice
" His Own sheep," by strange devices and by strange doctrines. May
we by grace be kept, kept so near to Him that we shall know His
voice very intimately and follow Him very closely. May it be said of
us: "A stranger will they not follow." May He graciously enable us
to discern clearly, to hear distinctly aud to walk closely. He goeth
before. We must perforce see the One Who goes before us. May
we fix our gaze upon Him and be continually" looking off," and be
solely occupied with" looking unto Jesus," all the way, all the years.
" I am the Good Shepherd." "The sheep hear His voice; and He
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calleth His Own sheep by name, and leadeth them out." "He goeth
before them and the sheep follow Him, for they know His Voice."
"I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep and am known of
Mine. "
" It is unto the sheep the Shepherd calleth,
His voice they know,

No voice beside can lead them to the pastures
Where fountains flow.
None other tells unto my soul the secret,
The mystery divineThe love that maketh glad the inner chambers,
His home and mine.

And therefore, 0 my God, with full assurance,
I hear and I rejoice;
The heart of Christ, beyond men's thoughts and dreamings,
Told in His voice."
NETTlE.

"HELD THEM FAST "-" HOLD HIM FAST."

" When the enemy shall come in like a jlood, the Spi"it of the Lord shall
put him to jlight."-IsAIAH lix. 19, margin.
" Behold, I give unto you power . . . over all the power of the enemy;
and nothing shall by any means hurt you."-LuKE x. 19.
THE immense " power of the enemy" over the children of God, has
been so much before me lately that it presents itself as a subject for
meditation. May the Holy Spirit show out in grand relief the following
passages on the point, and apply them to us individually.
In full array against the power of Satan and other adversaries, we
have in the Word of God the far greater power of the Succourer.
What a double train of wonderful thought the words from J er. I. 33
start when we come to apply them far and wide. "All those that
took them captives held them fast; they refused to let them go."
They sUllgest Eden, and Adam and Eve in the presence of the serpent.
What a terribly long" holding fast" was involved in that stupendous
moment. The whole of mankind is still " held fast" by its results.
They bring up Pharaoh and the children of Israel. The monarch
"refused to let the people go" (Exod. vii. 14). With a light hand
he " held them fast" in spite of all the plagues; yet he could not
retain them beyond a certain limit. Then the wilderness " held them
fast" for forty years; and later the Babylonian captivity" held them
fast" for an even longer period of seventy years. And the Jews are
still" held fast" in unbelief and as outsiders" until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled." Again, the children of God are" held fast"
in Satan's grasp until the Spirit of God draws them out. The wicked
are" held fast" by the chain of sin, uuless that chain be broken from
on high. The righteous are" held fast" by the power of grace, because
the Saviour has died to redeem them. The living are "held fast"
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in life until the messenger of death loosens the silver cord. The dead
are "held fast" in the grave until the resurrection shall release and
deliver them. And the Church is " held fast" on earth until the coming
again of Christ. In short, "all that took them captives held them
fast; they refused to let them go," until the Word of the Lord commanded. When Divine power asserts itself, all other power gives way.
For all these holdings fast radiate from one Centre. They all equally
converge towards that same Centre. Jehovah exercises supreme control over everything. In one of the intense moments of the life of the
Lord Jesus Christ, an enemy said, "Hold Him fast." This was
permitted. The Saviour came to succour, therefore He might not be
succoured Himself. Hence, albeit, He was a willing, passive Victim,
He must be " held fast" pro tem. by man's malicious hands. Ah!
man's might could" hold Him fast," only a very little way. Man
struck his hardest blow and crucified Him; but death could not" hold
fast" the Lord and Giver of Life. The sepulchre might be blocked
and sealed and watched and guarded, but the tomb could not" hold
Him fast " ~Who was Himself the Resmrection and the Life.
The living Lord has absolute power over every enemy for ever.
There was a time when a prophet could say of Jehovah: "He hath
caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, He hath set up the hour
of thine adversaries" (Lam. ii. 17). That was by reason of sin. Does
not every Spirit-born soul realize something of this awful experience
from time to time? Not, however, before we are brought into the
family of God and see ourselves sons by adoption and grace. During
our unregenerate days we seldom give much thought to the bitter'
tyranny of the enemy. This is rather apparently a new birth experience and continues to the end of life. The uprisings again and again
of the indwelling sin of our nature; the repeated failings through
some besetting sin; the unending failures to live up to our privileges
and responsibilities; these make us indeed sorrowfully realize how
" fast" our "enemy" holds us, how often he has opportunity "to
rejoice over" us. Ah! beloved, take courage, the Word of our God
does not end there! A grand assurance may be coupled with this
depressing declaration; another message from the same prophet
gives us the other side. "Verily it shall be well . . . verily I will
cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the
time of aflliction" (Jer. xv. 11). He Who in needful chastening
" hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee," has not ceased to
love thee! Nay! He" will cause the enemy to entreat thee well "
even during the time of that very discipline. Satan's power is ever
bounded. Thus far shalt thou go, but no farther, is the almighty
veto kept perpetually over his movements. When Jehovah has said,
" Let My people go," has Satan ever" held them fast" a moment
longer? Never! And he never will! Does conscience condemn thee
aloud 1 Does the enemy accuse thee to thy face and say, "Thou
art the man." Then give him back faith's answer and point him to
Christ thy Substitute: "Behold, the Man "-" the Man, Christ Jesus,
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Who gave Himself as (my) Ransom." Acknowledge your guilt and
the just dealing of your God. "I am the man that hath seen aflliction by the rod of His wrath" (Lam. iii. 1). Primarily," the man
that hath seen affliction by the rod of His wrath" is the Lord Jesus
Christ. But the Church may take up the language· and say it after
Him. The Redeemer is none the less suited to soften "the rod"
for His people because He has felt its bitterest sting, its heaviest
stripes Himself. Therefore when in conflict with Satan we say, "I
am the man that hath seen aflliction by the rod of His wrath" ; while
we justify the Lord for applying" the rod," owning that we merit
it, we can yet add, before me and behind me and beside me and
above me, " Behold the Man" Who took my place and bore my guilt.
Verily Satan will have none of " this Man," and turns away rebuked,
rebuffed, when we plead His precious blood. "Keep this man" is
said in vain by friend or foe when Ahab's Master appoints" to utter
destruction," or calls to unending freedom (1 Kings xxi. 39-42).
It may not, however, necessarily be spiritual conflict that is .trying
and testing just now. Perchance it is temporal trial and change
and fear that is molesting one and another of us. These things are
surely some of the enemy's handles against us. Well, a different note
of desolation is further struck by the prophet Jeremiah-as a matter
of fact, his minor chords are very, very many, and his major chords
singularly few-the weeping prophet was not permitted to see many
causes for rejoicing. So he tells us in chap. xlix. 5: "Ye shall be
driven out every man right forth, and none shall gather up him that
wandereth." Here it is judgment for sin, but taking the words apart
from their context, Is this your present expected eartWy portion, dear
fellow-traveller 1 It may be so. The home rest is ofttimes disturbed
and upset and removed. We are " driven out . . . right forth" by
circumstances over which we have no control, and" him that wandereth" thus finds it a very foot-sore and heart-breaking process. But
we must not admit the language of despair. See what a lovely counter
passage we have in Ps. cvii. 1-7. This, too, is spoken of wanderers.
" They wandered . . . in a solitary way," to begin with. But what
came to pass later 1 The Lord Himself "gathered them out," we
read; just the reverse of Jeremiah's description. "Driven out ...
right forth," is his declaration. "He led them forth by the right
way," the Psalmist asserts, " None shall gather him that wandereth " ;
the prophet puts it, "Redeemed from the hand of the enemy, let
the redeemed of the Lord say"! Thus we have the two-fold dealing of our God, His infinite ability "over all the power of the
enemy."
There is a marvellous similarity of language between Jer. I. 33 and
Exod. ix. 2. "If thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them
still," etc., is the message by Moses to Pharaoh abont the Israelites.
" All that took them captives held them fast, they refused to let them
go," " saith the Lord of . . . the children of Israel." In later years
it was said by an Israelite of the greatest Israelite, "Hold Him fast."
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And the Lord Jesus Christ submitted. He submitted that He might
eventually say of every believer, " Loose him and let him go " (John
xi. 41). "Keep this Man." The Infinite Man, Christ Jesus, was
willing that mortal man should "hold Him fast," that He might
" let go" the Church.
"Keep this Man." The Church, collectively and individually, is
" kept by the power of God," till the coming of the Second Man from
Heaven.
" Hold Him fast." The Son of God was patiently submissive in
His great love, that He might be the Saviour of man. How little we
can fathom what it meant to Him! He was " held fast" on earth
from infancy to manhood. He took our human nature upon Himself,
that He might confer His Divine nature upon us. He was" held fast"
in the garden. He was "held fast" in the judgment hall. Pilate
was held fast from releasing Him, because He came for our redemption. He was" held fast" by the cruel soldiers; He was" held fast"
on the cross till He yielded up the ghost Himself. He was" held fast"
in the tomb till He burst the bonds of death by His Own Almighty
power. He rose again to show His people that they too shall rise
again. He ascended from earth that we might know that we shall
likewise ascend to heaven. He is now " held fast" on His Throne
above until His coming again-" the heavens must receive" and retain
Him, "until the times of restitution of all things." Then they will
" hold Him fast" no longer! For then He shall return to the earth
for a three-fold purpose: to claim His Bride, the Church; to restore
all things; and to do away with sin and its results for ever, and to
usher in eternal righteousness and peace. "The times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus
Christ" (Acts iii. 19-20).
" J,et my people go," Jehovah said to Pharaoh. "I will therefore
... release Him," Pilate said of Christ. But Pilate was ruled out
by the voice of the people. "Release unto us Barabbas," and, " Away
with this Man" (Luke xxiii. 1&-19). So the guilty robber was
" released" and they tried to make "away" with "the innocent
Man"! But they could not! Because it was Jehovah's pleasure
that His " people," Jew and Gentile, were to be "let . . . go" by the
life of "this Man." Divine power" released" the Redeemer from
the cross, from the grave, from the earth. He died, He rose, He
ascended that He may come again!
All along the ages He has been saying, " Come unto Me."
All along the ages He has been saying, " J will come again."
His last message to us is: "Behold I come quickly "-" Surely I
come quickly" (Rev. xxii. 7, 12, 20). When He thus returns in
resurrection power, "all that . . . held them fast" will then be
unable to " refuse to let them go "; for" their Redeemer is strong;
the Lord of hosts is His Name" (Jer. l. 34). l
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THE SIlIELD.
By THE LATE VERY REV. HENRY LAW, DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" Fear not, Abmm, for I am thy Shield."-GEN. xv. 1.
ABRAlIAl\I had heard the terrible clang of war. He had been in perils
of fight. Thus he knew that without the safeguard of a Shield, the
warrior must go forth to overthrow and death.
The sword was scarcely sheathed, when the Lord, remembering
His mercy, visits His faithful servant. Seasonable are His words of
comfort. "Fear not, Abram, I am thy Shield." Here was assurance
that all foes were as chaff: for the patriarch was encompassed with
God, as with a buckler.
In Abraham warring, and Abraham shielded, every soldier of the
blessed Jesus sees himself. The service of the Lord, soothed as it is
with heaven's own peace, is still a storm of assaults from earth and
hell. The repose of faith excludes not the fight o~ faith. Rest in
trouble is not rest from trouble. Hostile bands must meet us in hostile
land. Satan is yet at large, and is full of wrath. The flesh is still
the flesh, and lusts against the spirit. The world is still the world;
and, though worn out by centuries of sin, is vigorous to hate, apt
to wound, powerful to captivate, strong to enchain. Hence a ·ceaseless tide of battle rolls. But it is vain, for Jesus ever lives, and ever
loves, and still cheers every believer, saying, "Fear not, I am thy
Shield. "
But what is a shield? It is armour framed for defence. Borne
on the arm of the combatant, by rapid movement, it baffles the assailant's aim. Whatever be the attack, its broad surface intervenes, and
all behind is safe. Just so in the fierce battle-field of faith, Je us
is a wide-spread covering. Hence every foe hurls every dart as an
innocuous reed.
Reader, here is a holy image. May it speak holy lessons to the soul !
It will do so, if by the Spirit's life-giving grace, it makes Jesus more
clear to faith, more dear to the heart. Let us then take our prayerful
stand on the ground of truth, and solemnly mark what perils threaten,
and how Jesus wards them off.
How few duly consider the tremendous dangers to which they
are exposed by sin! Could the monster be so lightly regarded, so
trifled with, so fondled, if its nature and its consequences were really
seen? Could men so live in its embrace, if they felt that it makes God
an enemy? But truly it girds God, and all that God is, with weapons
of just wrath. The thunderbolts of Divine fury burn hot against it.
The right arm of omnipotent displeasure is ever raised to sweep it to
destruction.
Such is the awful fact. But how can dust and ashes stand, when
God arises in the magnitude of infinite vengeance, and in the multitude
of infinite resources? Flight there is none, for God is everywhere.
Resistance there is none, for God has all power. Self is ruin, because
self is sin: and sin is the only cause of the ire.
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But against all this righteous anger, there is a Shield most righteously provided in Christ Jesus.
.
He stands between the justly-offended majesty of God, and the justlyperishing offender. He presents Himself to receive each blow. They
fall, they all fall, they all must fall. Truth and holiness require it.
But they fall, they all fall, on Him. Terrible is the outpouring of the
indignation, which beats terribly against Him. "It pleased the
Father to bruise Him." But He bears all.-If Deity assails, Deity
sustains. It is against His fellow that J ehovah wakes His sword.
All the arms of the armoury of an avenging God fall harmless, because
all spend their fury in the breast of God's co-eternal and co-almighty
Son. Thus the believer meets God's wrath, and lives.
Reader, are you safely hid in Jesus? Woe is merited by you, and
it must come. To brave it in the open plain of defenceless nature is
sure perdition. There is no shadow of safety, but under these sheltering wings. Have you by faith made this refuge yours? Faith, and
faith only, admits into the impenetrable defence. "Being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."
But God's abhorrence of evil is not our only adversary. There is
the evil one, red with the blood of myriads of our race. He cannot
but hate, for his heart is hatred. He cannot pity, for he revels in
man's misery. He cannot spare, because he lives, when we die. The
first days of our pilgrimage are the first days of his plots-his wileshis cruel warfare. He lays an ambush at every turn. Now a shower
of darts pelts pitilessly. Now the weight of incessant batterings
descends. Now a sudden arrow flies swiftly in the dark; and suddenly
we fall, ere danger is suspected. He never slumbers, never is weary,
never relents, never abandons hope. He deals his blows alike at
childhood's weakness, youth's inexperience, manhood's strength, and
the totteringe of age. He watches to ensnare the morning thought.
He departs not with the shades of night. By his legions he is everywhere, at all times. He enters the palace, the hut, the fortress, the
camp, the fleet. He invests every chamber of every dwelling, every
pew of every sanctuary. He is busy with the busy. He hurries
about with the active. He sits by each bed of sickness, and whispers
into each dying ear. As the Spirit quits the tenement of clay, he still
draws his bow with unrelenting rage.
Reader, such is our terrific and live-long fight. How can it be, that
each moment is not a death-wound? We conld not but be cast down,
except some Shield, far stronger than our own struggles or our own
resolves, were cast around us. And where can we find this shelter,
but in Jesus?
He interposes the might of His intercession: "Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat,
but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." His prayers
are our victory. They gain supplies of Divine aid. They brace us
with heaven's strength. Thus we resist the devil, and he f1ees from us.
Jesus shields us, too, by giving the Shield of faith. He is the Author
3
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and Finisher of this· grace: ,Against this all the fiery darts of the
wicked are powerless. They touch it, only to be quenched.
The sprinlding of His Mood is also an impregnable security. Satan
sees this and trembles. It is mail, which he cannot pierce. This
is the one experience of the Church of the firstborn. They are all
csorely pressed., but they are more than conquerors, for they overcome
bythe blood of the Lamb. Thus the Evil One touches not the shielded
ones of Jesus.
But there are oliher foes swarming in every secret corner of the
camp.. We have to wrestle with self, which cleaves to us as a girdle
of destruction. The flesh gives no quarter. Its lusts are terrible
shafts. They have strewn the earth with heaps of mighty slain.
David met them wi·thout his Shield, and his scar went down with him
to the grave. Joseph was assailed. The enemy's aim was skilful,
3iDd bold, and strong. But the Lord covered his heart, and ternptation entered not. "How," said he, " can I do this great wickedness
and sin against God!" The blow recoiled, and he was safe.
The pleasures, ·too, tile luxuries, the honours of high station, beat
down their coon.ttcss victims. None can withstand them in human
strength. And none can be vanquished, who have the Lord for their
breastplate. Moses was tried by their most seductive craft. He might
have sat next to 'the king in royal state. But he " endured, as seeing
Him Who is invisible." And being dead, he tells us how to drive back
this wily troop of fascinations.
Man's frown and persecution's threat give deadly wounds. All this
fury affrighted Daniel. and the captive youths. The tyrant's wrath,
the burning fiery furnace, the den of raging beasts gaped menacingly
on them. But they fled to the Lord. He was their Shield, and they
were unharmed in .spirit and in body.
Moreover, the Zion-ward path is in the face of batteries, from which
hosts of cares and ·anxieties pour down their envenomed darts. How
suddenly will they muster their efforts to disquiet! It is well with
me to-day through grace. But what may come on the morrow!
Friends may faiL Their pleasant seats may be a melancholy void.
Disease and languishings may make the frame a misery. Such thoughts
are pointed witll keen anguish. And there is no shelter, but in the
Lord. He alone can deaden their sting. But He can shield by
spreading before our eyes His eternal love, His never-failing presence,
His ever-watchful care, His ever-living promises. No apprehensions
can slay the life, or vigour, or calm of the soul, when the voice of Jesus
whispers, " Fear thou not, for I am with thee." "All things are yours."
" This God is our God for ever and ever, He will be our guide even
unto death." The soul is surely cased in peace, when it is folded in
the arms of Jesus.
Reader, are you a true disciple of this Lord! If so, bring forth
your trial, your foe, your peril, your need, and I will show you Jesus
Almighty, and immovable, and ever-watchful to screen you from this
very hurt. "The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous
runneth into it and is safe."
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But do I in these pages converse with anyone who is afar off from
Christ? Unhappy child of man! can I speak to you of security?
Nay, I warn you, that you are on all sides defenceless, and in the midst
of ruins. Where is your shelter from the wrath of God? Where,
from the rage of Satan? Where, from the death-blows of self?
Where, from the soul-murdering world? You have none. Oh! think.
It is not yet too late. You yet live, and your wounds, though many,
may all be healed; and your foes, though many, may all be driven,
like vanishing smoke, before you. The words on which your eye
now rests direct you to the only refuge.
Believer, will not you put your seal to this truth? Have you not
found a panoply of aid in Him? Can you not say with David, " Many
there be, which say of my sonl, there is no help for him in God. But
Thou, 0 Lord, art a Shield for me !" Will you not cry, " Happy art
thou, 0 Israel! who is like unto thee, 0 people, saved by the Lord,
the Shield of thy help, and the Sword of thy excellency?" And will
you not exhort, " 0 Israel, trust thou in the Lord, He is their help,
and their Shield. 0 house of Aaron, trust in the Lord, He is their
help and their Shield. Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord, He
is their help and their Shield? "
What especial encouragement is here to the faithful minister of
Christ! What a tower of all-prevailing strength ·to the humble
labourers in the Gospel field! They seem to sow in weakness the seed
<Jf a few weak words. But it takes root. A gracious plant springs
up. It sheds forth fragrance like Eden, and bears fruit for the garner
of the King of kings. It thus flourishes, though checked by ungenial
climate-scorched by fiery suns-battered by rain and hail. The boar
out of the wood cannot waste it; nor the wild beast of the field devour
it. How is this? "Upon all the glory is a defence." No weapon,
that is formed against it, can prosper; for the Word of the Lord is
truth, "I am thy Shield."
Therefore, ye servants of the living God, bless His holy Name.
He always causes you to triumph in Christ. Go on in the corslet of
faith, and under the covering of your Lord. Soon will the conflict
end: and in Salvation's kingdom you will sing the glories of Salvation's
Shield.
CLEAVING UNTO THE LORD.
IN Acts xi. we have a most instructive account of the manner in which
the Gospel was spread in apostolic days. The Holy Ghost is the
only Originator of Divine life in the soul, and only He can cause the
Gospel to take root in any particular place. His methods are such
that they quite baflle all human theories, confound the wisest of
natural men, and yet bring to Himself the greatest glory.
Peter, in recounting his visit to the house of Cornelius, attributes
his movements to the clear command of the Spirit. "And the Spirit
bade me go with them, nothing doubting" (verse 12). How needful
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he found this! Wbat confidence he felt that he was being rightly
led in such a peculiar and newly tried pathway! This removed his
prejudice, confirmed the previous revelation while in a trance; gave
clear proof that the hand of the Lord was in it all and made him
willing to do what he otherwise would not. "Thy people shall be
willing in the day of Thy power." When he arrived at the house in
Cresarea and began the conversation with Cornelius, we read that
" the Holy Ghost fell on them, (Ul on us at the beginning" (verse 15).
It was a Pentecost in smaller measure, yet of similar efficacy, for it
produced a similar result. They" glorified God" (see chap. ii. 47).
It is in verse 19 that we find the over-ruling of the Spirit more
exemplified in the spreading of this glorious Gospel. "Those that were
scattered abroad upon the persecution which arose about Stephen,"
went far afield and settled in various places. Their steps were ordered
of the Lord. He knew where to place His witnesses. Some arrived
in Antioch where the Word was greatly used of the Holy Ghost, and
to this place the apostles sent Barnabas from Jerusalem. He was a
son of consolation, not a Boanerges, son of thunder. His work was
appointed as much as that of Ezekiel or Jeremiah. He was glad
to see what the grace of God had done, and" exhorted them all that
with purpose of heart, they should cleave unto the Lord." We who
feel a unity of affection to these same blessed truths are equally
exhorted, and can we not see how needful it is? What inducements
are held out to cleave to anything and everything but the Lord. Only
a power other than ours can produce snch a definite and abiding
purpose. Often it is with us :"My sonl lies cleaving to tbe dust;
Lord, give me life divine."

Having a carnal nature still, we are soon carried after the projects
of so-called Evangelists who are endeavouring to cast out God's inspired
Word from its place of authority in the Churches. Cleaving to the
Lord includes cleaving to His Own grace-taught people in affection,
and it will necessarily mean a dissociation from all who despise His
Word or His service.
Light cannot commune with darkness, nor Christ with Belial, nor
a believer with an infidel. Cleaving is holding fast. How can we
hold fast to an uncertainty if alive to our danger? "Hold fast that
which is good." Cleave unto His Divine character, His redemption
work, His death and resurrection, His ascension and glorification, in
spite of all scoffers at these truths by so many modern theologians.
Above all may we cleave to Him in loving admiration, as Mr. Hart
puts it:"0 tbat closer we could cleave
To His bleeding, dying breast."
There will always be a people to exhort, who are made partakers
of grace, and such an exhortation fits in with their desires, for they
love Him, and to them His commandments are not grievous.
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It was at Antioch they' were first called Christians, 80 it plainly
shows that such cleaving is real Christianity. All else is merely form
and will one day perish.

w.

C.

THE LATE QUEEN ALEXANDRA.
THE KING'S MESSAGE.
THE King has addressed the following message to his people :BUCKINGHAM PALACE.

To My PEOPLE.
In my great sorrow I am helped by the flood of sincere, generous
sympathy reaching me from every quarter of the British Empire,
and, indeed, from all parts of the world. While deeply grateful
for these expressions of goodwill, I also rejoice that my beloved
Mother enjoyed the constant and warm affection of my people.
It is such proofs of allegiance to my Throne and Family that have
given me confidence and strength in the many anxious days I
GEORGE R.I.
have had to face during the past 15 years.
28th November, 1925.

"WINNING THE WORLD FOR CHRIST."
AT the recent meeting of the Chelmsford Diocesan Conference the
Bishop repeated a statement, which is often made, to the effect that
"the great task of the Church is to win the world for Christ." A
letter published in the Essex Chronicle rightly challenges this statement
and shows the error which it involves. We give the following extract:
" If we turn to Holy Scripture we shall see that it was never intended
that the Church should win or convert the world to God. The
preaching of the Gospel is for the gathering of the Church of true
believers throughout the world, of whatever race they may be. The
Church, or Ecclesia, is the assembly of those called by God's Spirit to
form the Body of Christ, whereof He is the Head. Christ is the
Christian-maker, not the Church. The Church cannot convert one
sinner to God, and if it had the impossible task before it of converting
the world, it would have to leave that alone for ever." It is important
that the truth respecting this great subject should be kept to the
front, and that misleading expressions, like the one quoted above,
should be corrected. Even though there has been so limited a response
to the Gospel message, God's purpose for this dispensation has not
failed. All down the centuries He has been bringing His Own elect
out of nature's darkness into the light of life; and if it be foretold that
the dispensation must end in gloom, that gloom will be dispelled by
the glory of our Saviour's Advent. "The world for Christ" is a
mistaken catchword; the proclamation of the Christian preacher
should rather be " Jesus the present Saviour of His Own ones and the
coming King."-The E1I1Jlish Churchman, Nov. 5th, 1925.
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
To all my young readers at home and abroad I send loving greetings,
and wish you all very heartily a happy new year. You will not all begin
the year 1926 at the same time. Some of you are as far off as Australia
and Tasmania. Our readers in China begin the day seven hours before
we do in England, and those in Burma six hours earlier, so that they
will have wished one another a happy new year long before we give
our greetings.
All kinds of people will be using thc words, many of them not
thinking at all of their meaning, and if they did pause to think, their
idea of happiness would be very different from that of those whose
longing desire for every day is to " walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing. "
There is a beautiful verse in one of the closing Psalms which speaks
of real happiness-exIvi. 5: "Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob
for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God." Is" the God of
Jacob " your help, and is your hope in the Lord your God 1 Then you
are indeed happy. You did not bring yourself into that happy position. The Holy Spirit in His wondrous grace showed you that you
were a lost sinner, without hope, and revealed the Lord Jesus Christ
to you as the mighty Saviour and Redeemer, so that you fled for
refuge to lay hold on the hope set before you.
The title given to God in this verse is very precious. It seems to
whisper to us of the forgiving love and tender sympathy of our God,
Who graciously draws back to Himself His child, who has perhaps
gone astray from Him, or grown cold in His service. You will remember that Jacob had serious faults, and yet the Lord was gracious unto
him. The psalmist seems to have delighted in this title. We find his
saying in Psalm xx. 1, " The name of the God of Jacob defend thee,"
and the title occurs in five other Psalms.
Thus we see that those who have" the God of Jacob " for their help
may look forward to a happy new year, no matter what the circumstances may be in which they find themselves. I was visiting a
married woman in a cottage the other day, who is the mother of five
daughters, the youngest a baby of ten months, and the eldest a girl
of fifteen, who has for the past two months been in her first situation
in service. It is not easy for this mother always to make ends meet,
and to provide for her household the necessary food and clothing. But
she has " the God of Jacob " for her help, and drew my attention to
the motto for the year, hanging in a prominent position over the fireplace--- My God shall supply all your need," ,"ith the text below-u Is
anything too hard for the Lord 1" which, she remarked, " is lovely."
Sb,e went on to say that, whenever in a difficulty this year, she hag
looked at the motto, alid found help. The small house -is always
comfortable-looking and tidy, and the children neat and clean. Whea
H
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a neighbour calls, who is incliued to look on the dark side of things,
she is accosted with, " Mrs. - - , I am afraid that you have not looked
at your motto to-day." You will, of course, not hav~ to face the same
,difficulties as this person, but you will need just as· much to have the
God of Jacob for your help, as you seek to please Him in showing love
and kindness to others, in drawing near to Him often in prayer, and in
regularly reading carefully and prayerfully a portion of God's Word..
E. A. H.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
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CHEERING· TESTIMONY FROM THE FIJI ISLANDS.
-THE following cheering letter, dated Sept. 27th, 1925, was sent to the
publisher of the. GOSPEL
MAGAZINE:.
.
DEAR SIR,
Herewith just a small tribute of thanks and regard for the wonderful
messages contained in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Will you kindly hand
to the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund the P.O.'s enclosed 1
You will be delighted, I am sure, to learn that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
reaches even this furthest corner of the world and carries its welcome
teachings to the dark spots of the earth.
It is so refreshing in these days of scepticism and doubt to know
there are still those who hold to the true old teachings of Free Grace,
and that" the light that lightens the Gentiles" still prevails.
May your publication still prosper, and, by teaching as the Holy
Spirit directs, continue to carry comfort and assurance to those so
far away from means of communion with the true children of God.
It leads to communion with Him, Who is All and in All, and is very
precious. In this Group (Fiji), I have not yet met an individual
who understands the simple old Free Grace Gospel.
Yours in the faith of old,
GRATEFUL.
[We warmly thank the writer of this cheering letter and send him
kindest Christian greetings.-ED.]
GOSPEL BOOK IIUSSION TO THE ARMY A1'<l) NAVY.
. To the.Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-If the Lord tarry we are looking forward to another
year of earnest service in the good work of scattering the truth of God,
and we seek the prayerful and practical co-operation of lovers of truth.
These are days when it becomes us to press forward in the Master's
service more than ever. A distributor writes: "I am writing to
thank you in the name of the Lord for the tracts and books kindly sent.
They will be distributed under earnest prayer for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. At times we distribute the tracts in public houses where
God wonderfully protects by His mighty power. The Gospels will be
given to those who have been lately brought to the Lord." These
two lady workers need our prayers in their faithful testimony. In my
letters to the' sailors and soldiers I am passing on these words as a
motto: "Do'not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly 1 "
(Micah ii. 7.)·
Yours in Gospel bonds,
21, Firfield Street, .
R. E. BRIDER.
TottRJl'down, B'istol, December, 1925.
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THE LATE MR SAMUEL ARNOLD.
OUR readers will have learned from the preface in our December issue
that our highly-esteemed friend, and the publisher of this Magazine,
was called Home on Nov. 19th last. He was also the publisher of
The English Churchman. Naturally, therefore, many warm appreciations of his faithful work, high Christian character, and earnest testimony appeared in that paper. As our own brief appreciation appears
among them we think we cannot do better than give extracts from
them for the benefit of many of our readers who do not see The English
Churchman.
From all sides it is evident that he was greatly esteemed, not only
as a faithful and self-sacrificing upholder of Protestant and Evangelical
truth, but also because of his earnest work in the Lord's vineyard.
The Editor of The English Churchman, Dr. F. J. Hamilton, in his
leading article wrote :.
It is with heartfelt sorrow and a deep sense of loss that we have
to record to-day the death of our dear friend, the publisher of this
paper, SAMUEL ARNOLD. Never was there a more faithful and loyal
colleague than he, never one with whom it could have been more real
pleasure to work. We always felt that the interests of The English
Churchman were dear to his heart, and, so far as was humanly possible,
safe in his hands. He took upon himself more than his share of the
anxieties, the difficulties and the burdens which the work entailed,
and he was ever unflagging in his zeal and unfailing in his energy.
With his buoyant spirit and resourceful mind, he faced and triumphed
over obstacles that at times seemed almost insurmountable. With
patient determination he carried on the routine of his duties, however
irksome it might be. Though he was always cheered by manifest
successes and by kindly tokens of appreciation, yet he never depended
upon the encouragement which they gave. He bore the disappointments and the insults with undaunted fortitude and hope. The past
eleven years, during which so many suffered trial and sorrow, were
peculiarly trying for him. His eldest son, a fine young man of whom
any parent might be pardonably proud, was killed in the war. His
beloved daughter, after a long and painful illness, was taken from him
. by death. There were several signs to show that his own health was
giving way under the strain to which he had been subjected andthe
oncoming of a fatal disease. In addition to this, the cares and troubles
involved in the regular production of our paper were greatly increased,
and made incessant demands upon his thought and strength. But he
toiled on bravely, never letting his personal sorrows and afflictions, or
the difficulties by which he was confronted, interfere with the regular
discharge of the duties to which he had consecrated his life. He
entered the office of The English Churchman when he was a boy of
about fifteen years of age, and from that time forward he spent his
whole working life, about forty-five years, in the same office. He never
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sought a change or lookeq. for a more remunerative oocupation, which
his abilities might well have secured. It supplied a sufficient outlet
for all his activities and a sufficient reward for his modest expectations.
It was for him a business to be diligently and faithfully carried on ;
but it was far more, it was a cause to be religiously and zealously
maintained. Those who knew him intimately will bear us out in the
statement that he believed his daily tasks, with all their exacting
requirements, to constitute in a special sense service that was rendered
t;o God. They held a large place not only in his thought and energy,
l)ut also in his prayers. He was happy in the conviction that he was
helping to bear constant witness against unscriptural error and to
the truth of Christ Jesus and His holy Word. He gave pathetic
evidence of this during the last days of his life on earth. Though well
aware that he was dying, he struggled to the office and went through
the work while it was possible for him to do so, and up to the very day
of his death h~ sought information about it and made valuahle suggestions as to the hest way of canying it on. When other things were
drifting from him,. and other attractions were losing their charm, this
still held its place in his· mind and his affections, because he regarded
it as a trust from God. So he being dead yet speaketh, bidding his
comrades whom he has left behind to persevere as he did unto the last.
F. P., one of the trustees of The English Churchman, wrote :Many of the readers of The English Churchman will regard the death
of its publisher, MR. SAMUEL ARNOLD, as a personal loss. Not only to
London residents who called at the office or came into contact with
him at religious meetings in the Metropolis, but in many parts of the
country he was well known and valued as a faithful Protestant
witness. . . .
~'lR. ARNOLD was identified with the principles of The Engli<!h
Churchman to the fullest extent; the maintenance of the Reformation
Settlement lay very near his heart, and he laboured for it literally
night and day to the very close of his life, even through the last weeks
of pain and weakness. . . .
Mr. ARNOLD grew up from his youth with The English Churchman,
and I have known him throughout the whole period of his connection
with it. He was devoted to its interests to an exceptional degree;
its welfare was his great anxiety, and his work for it was a labour of
love. At times there is no doubt he felt the burden of responsibility
which was la.id upon him; and which was heavier because some who
might have helped share it failed.
Mr. J. A. Kensit wrote :One cannot refrain from an expression of personal love and affection
~-o the late SAMUEL ARNOLD, the genial publisher of The English
Church"",an. My knowledge of our departed brother is that of a
Christian through and through, a charming friend, and a whole-hearted
I:ro.testapt. He, was singula~ly well informed, balanced in judgment,
knew' his .own mind, itnd served the cause of truth with unstinted
devotion.
Fe,,'menwould
or could'set such a barrier .on self-advance. . .
.,
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ment as he. There were no ambitions for himself except to spend
his strength of mind and body in the cause of Christ, which he did
faithfully and well. One knows that in many ways The English
Ohurchman was his life, and he was ever watchful of its interests whether
on the side of its message or of its business.
MR. ARNOLD'S doctor wrote :.
Last Sunday morning I said to him, " We are really in enemy country,
and the enemy has got a shot into you, but in spite of all nothing can
separate from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus." He answered
with his usual happy smile, "Thank God for that." He suffered
greatly, but there was no repining, no impatience, no murmuring.
" He endured as seeing Him Who is invisible." He lived splendidly
and died as splendidly as he had lived.
J. L. M. B. wrote:As one who joined the directorate of The English Ohurchman when
the late Rev. James Ormiston retired from the control of the paper,
I venture to offer my tribute to the memory of MR. ARNOLD. One
did not need fifteen years' association with him in order to appreciate
his enthusiasm, his almost encyclopredic knowledge of matters ecclesiastical, and his unbounded faith. He was indeed an enthusiast. He
thoroughly believed in Protestantism as being, not a mere negation,.
but a living force. He spared himself in no way in the furtherance
through the Press of the principles for which The English Ohurchman
stands. His enthusiasm was a tremendous asset in the years of
difficulty resulting from the war-and the peace.
Miss L. Ormiston wrote :Will you allow me in a few words, but from a heart full of sorrow and
with a desolating sense of personal loss, to pay my tribute to the memory of MR. ARNOLD, the deeply-valued, irreplaceable and unfailing
friend of many years 1 In all that you say of him and his faithful
life in your leading article, so affectingly written, one can join with all
one's heart, knowing him thus through his intimate and long association with my father in the work of The English Ohurchman. Many
besides myself will be deeply grateful to you that you have said, in
fitting words, what they could not express for themselves; in my own
life MR. AANOLD'S friendship has meant more than I could tell. . . .
The fight is growing fiercer, our ranks grow thinner, and the enemy
multiplies. In his unceasing conflict with error and through all. the
indifterence of the many and the seeming triumph of the enemy, our
friend's comfort and .confidence was, as he once wrote, that "God
reigns, His truth endures, and His Word cannot be broken."
The Rev. B. Reeve, a former intimate office colleague, wrote :- :
My memory of and association with MR. ARNOLD and with this paper
go back to the days when the late Rev. James Ormiston was the Editor,
and I had special opportunity of knowing how strong was the attachment which Mt. Ormiston, a man of outward reserve, but of deep.
feeling, had for him, and how greatly he trusted and depended on him.'
This was always manifest to those who were in the inner circle; it· was
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specially so during the severe illness which led to Mr. Ormiston's
eventual retirement from the paper. He took express pains to indicate
then the regard he felt and how indispensable were MR. ARNOLD'S
services to this journal.
.
We give an extract from the Editor of The Record's tribute which
appeared in that journal. He wrote :The more you saw of SAMUEL ARNOLD the better you liked him
and the more you were attracted by the charm of his personality. That
cheery smile of his, the hearty handshake, the warm greeting were
always stimulating and inspiring. Then his strong faith and deep
spirituality ever impressed one. He was a staunch Protestant,
uncompromising in his protest against all forms of ritualism and
Romanism, whilst his fidelity to the Scriptures as the inspired Word of
God was deep and real. He was a great worker, giving of his very best
in the service of his paper, always cheery in facing difficulties and
always anxious to promote in any way he could the great cause for
which it stood. His loss to Protestant journalism will be great indeed.
Other testimonies appeared from Captain Barron, Mr. H. H. Martin
and Mr. H. Cooper.
We conclude with our own appreciation of our dear friend which
appeared in The English Churchman for Nov. 26th last. We then
wrote :The home-call of MR. SAMUEL ARNOLD is a great loss to the cause of
Protestant journalism. For a great number of years he has been the
publisher of The Engl-ish Churchman and of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
I first met him in the year 1906, at the first meeting of THE GoSPEL
MAGAZINE Trust, which was formed by the late Editor, both of The
English Churchman and of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the Rev. James
Ormiston. Since then I have met him very frequently; in fact, almost
every time I visited London I called on him at the office, at 74, Strand.
For about nine years I have been in constant correspondence with
him in regard to the business work of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The
acquaintance begun in 1906 had ripened into friendship. It was therefore a sore grief to me when in a letter from him, dated August 21,
I learnt that he had been smitten with a fatal disease. For a little
over seven weeks, however, he courageously, and even brightly, went
on with his work at the office. On October 9 he paid a week-end visit
to his daughter. Returning to the office on Tuesday, October 13, he
could only stay there two hours, and had to go home in a taxi. That
proved to be his last visit to 74, Strand.
The call home came to him on Thursday evening, November 19,
at 8.30.
Peacefully, in his sleep, he passed away, and entered into the presence
of the Saviour in Whom he trusted, and Whom by Divine Grace he
had served for many years. In his letter of August 21, informing me
of the specialist's report about his condition, he said: "It is therefore
only a matter of time, but I dwell where I have by Divine Grace
sojourned for these forty years, under His shadow. My times are in
His hands, and I enjoy His peace.

The Gospel Magazine

43

"My sorrow is for those with whom I am associated, who have
depended so much on me, but man's extremity is God's opportunity,
and we may confidently look to Him to supply all that is needed."
When the Spring Conference of the Church Association was held in
Liverpool in March last, he llttended it, and took occasion of his visit
to the North to go and see his spiritual father, who lived in Wales,
and who had been the means of MR. ARNOLD'S conversion more than
forty years ago.
It was a source of mutual joy to them both to meet on that occasion,
and shortly afterwards the instrument of blessing to MR. ARNOLD was
called Home. It was in allusion to his conversion that MR. ARNOLD
wrote, "I dwell where I have by Divine Grace sojourned for these
forty years, under His shadow." It is indeed touching that he could
go on to say, " My times are in His hands, and I enjoy His peace."
Later, in a letter dated September 2, he wrote: "I am more
grateful than I can express for your beautifully sympathetic letters.
They are a real comfort to my spirit, and will do much to enhearten and
strengthen me as I lean upon the covenanted love of my heavenly
Father."
The last letter I received from him was dated October 9, when he
was about to visit his daughter for the week-end. He said: "I am
sorry to say that I am much weaker. . . . Still His peace garrisons
my heart."
We cannot but praise God for the enabling grace, and the peace of
mind and cheerfulness of spirit which were given to His servant in
his very trying experience.
He has now gone Home. His sorrows and his sufferings are at an end,
and we are comforted in the blessed assurance that he is " with Christ,
which is far better."
Readers of The English Churchman do not for the most part know
how mnch is due to MR. ARNOLD as publisher of that weekly paper.
The work of publishing a weekly paper goes on continuously. Editor
and publisher find it difficult to get any real holiday. Moreover, the
remuneration for such work is not what it ought to be. It is to be
feared that the Protestant public do not support Protestant papers as
they ought to do. Large numbers never subscribe to a Protestant
paper. The difficulty of keeping such papers going is therefore great,
and the workers cannot be as well paid as they ought to be. There
is great need for the rank and file of the Protestant Evangelical public
to rally round such papers as The English Churchman.
MR. ARNOLD was devoted to his work as publisher of The English
Churchman. He was no less devoted to his work as publisher of THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He took a warm interest in its circulation. He
often said that the letters which he received from many of its subscribers were a real means of grace to his own soul. He was often
cheered by the testimonies he received from GOSPEL MAGAZINE readers.
It is solemn to realize that his place at 74, Strand, will know him
again no more. His wife and family need to be. supported by the
prayers of God's people.
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LORD HALIFAX AND THE ROMEWARD MOVEMENT IN
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

THE following cutting is taken from the Daily Telegraph of Nov. 23rd
last : " An important assembly on the subject of the union of the Churches
took place on Friday afternoon at Louvain, in the precincts of the
University. After an address from the Abbe Portal, Viscount Halifax
spoke. After paying a tribute to the Belgian Benedictines, who have
undertaken to devote themselves to the work of the union of the
Churches, Lord Halifax spoke as follows:
" , This is work of importance to the whole of Christianity and the
security of Europe. For a man like me, what is being done and is
-proposed to be done in Belgium for the union of the Churches is a
source of great consolation. At eighty-seven years of age I have not
any hope of seeing the crowning of this work, but I hope that my
children will see it and will be able to be present at a Mass of thanksgiving in the Church of St. Peter at Rome, for the return of all the
Churches to the Catholic unity. On our part there is nothing to prevent
our agreement in respect of Sacraments, and I have just written a
pamphlet upon the primacy of the Bishop of Rome in his Divine
right which has not met with any protests from the Anglicans. We
pray for the dead as is done in the Catholic Churches, and our catechism
would pass for the Catholic catechism.
" , Since the war we have not only crosses, which for some years
were still excluded from Protestant Churches, but we have everywhere crucifixes. We put them on numerous war memorials to the
dead. In our official Prayer Book, changes are continually being made
in a sense that is Catholic, and it might be said that if all Anglicans
were faithful to the injuctions of the Prayer Book, all the difficulties
regarding union which appear great would be eliminated. I hardly
know how to say what I feel for Cardinal Mercier. Never has a man
inspired me with such confidence. Thanks to him the Anglo-Catholic
movement is destined to advance rapidly towards the ideal, so much
desired, of union.' "
Lord Halifax is professedly a member of the Church of England.
For many years he was the President of the English Church Union.
He hopes that his children" will be able to be present at a Mass of
thanksgiving in the Church of St. Peter at Rome, for the return of
all the Churches to the Catholic unity." He says: "We pray for the
-dead, as is done in the Catholic Churches." "Since the war we have
not only crosses, which for some years were still excluded from
Protestant Churches, but we have everywhere crucifixes. We put
them' up on numerous war memorials to the dead."
Lord Halifax makes these statements to show how the Church of
England through its unfaithful ministers is developing in a Romeward
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direction. Yet" prayers for the dead" are gravely proposed to be
inserted in the revised Prayer Book, and in many a professed Evangelical Church a cross over the Communion Table is either encouraged
or tolerated. In reference to Cardinal Mercier, Lord Halifax says:
"Never has a man inspired me with such confidence. Thanks to
him the Anglo-Catholic movement is destined to advance ,rapidly
towards the ideal, so much desired, of union."
Yes, re-union with Rome is the goal of Anglo-Catholicism, and
.yet. large numbers are indifferent to this movement and are ready
to advocate that its members should be whole-heartedly included in
the Church of England. The great object of Prayer Book revision
seems to be to legalize the position of men whose teaching and practices
are Romish in their character. Little or no sympathy is displayed
towards faithful men who are distressed at the changes that are
proposed.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
VERY hearty meetings in the interest of the Society were held on
November 16th, in the Edward Wood Hall, Leicester, being the 44th
Anniversary of the Auxiliary in that Town.
Mr. Sharples presided over the afternoon gathering, and the Rev.
S. H. Shakespear occupied the Chair in the evening. The Treasurer's
statement was presented by W. H. Langston, Esq., and addresses
given by the Rev. S. Champion, R. Tyler, Esq., and other gentlemen.
Although the weather was severe a good number of friends attended
the Sale of Work at Harley, on December 2nd, and on the following
day the Annual Sale of Work at Croydon was successful. The meeting
in the afternoon was presided over by Sir George Hume, and the
Revs. W. H. Davey, G. Rose, and other friends took part in the
proceedings.
With 1042 pensioners on our books our needs are great, but we
look to Him Who is able to meet them, and to furnish supplies through
His children who are able to help.

THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY. By Lt.-Col. W. H. Turton, D.S.O.
Pp. 530. Price 2s. net. (Wells Gardner, Darton & Co. Ltd.,
3 and 4, Paternoster Buildings, London, KC.).
This is the tenth edition of this book. First published in 1895 it
is now again, after careful revisio;l, issued probably in its permanent
and final form. Fifty thousand copies have been printed and the
volume has been translated into Japanese, Italian, Chinese, and Arabic.
The author has spared no pains on its production. Its pages manifest
wide reading.' The chapters on the accuracy of the Acts of the
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Apostles, the truth of the Resurrection of Christ, and of the miracles,
and those referring to the fulfilment of Isaiah liii. and Psalm xxii.,
and the Divinity of Christ, are all very good. He gives sound reasons
for believing in the :l.losaic authorship of the Pentateuch, and he thinks
that the doctrine of eternal punishment is not incredible.
On the other hand the book is sadly blemished by the acceptance
of the doctrine of Evolution. The author says, "We now know that
our earth has existed for thousands of centuries, gradually evolving
higher and higher forms of life, all leading up to man." "J\'lan . . .
is the end of the series." We venture to think that we know nothing
of the sort. Evolution is a mere theory, and as it contradicts the
teaching of Scripture that man is a special creation, we utterly reject
the doctrine. The author, as we think, too readily assumes the absolute
truth of the theories of geology and astronomy. He believes, " that
there were men before Adam " (p. 132), although the inspired Apostle
teaches us that Adam was the first man (1 Cor. xv. 45). The author
afterwards says, " There is nothing to show that the earliest so-called
men were ever men at all, in the sense of having a spirit. They may
have been animals, though closely resembling men in their bodies.
And this is only what we should expect. For, in the evolution of man,
the body would naturally come first, then the mind, and it would
not be till long afterwards that true men would appear, who possessed
a body, mind, and spirit" (p. 133). Such teaching is to us extremely
dangerous and unscriptural, and we regret that the volume should
have been translated into Chinese and thus be the means of impregnating the minds of the Chinese with the doctrine that man has
evolved from some ape-like creature. The author frequently insists
on the doctrine of free-will and evidently he does not hold the teaching
of Article X of the Church of England on that subject, nor can he
accept the literal teaching of our Lord as to man's inability to come
to Christ as taught in John vi. 44.
Of Verbal Inspiration, he says, "This is now held by scarcely anyone," and he expresses the view that if the Bible" is as trustworthy
a record of the facts it relates, as an ordinary History of England,
that is amply sufficient to prove Christianity" (pp. 446-7). We
believe that the Bible is wholly inspired, and that as its books came
forth from the inspired penmen, they were absolutely inerrant.
It is strange, too, that an author who writes to a large degree on
the conservative side should say that, "though salvation is the free
gift of God, yet it is a gift which has to be earned, in other words, a
prize" (p. 462).
We regret that a volume which contains much that is good cannot
safely be put, by Evangelical parents of the Old School, into the hands
of their inquiring sons.
" SHE shall receive of the Lord's hand double for all her sins! "
"Double," cleansing by His blood; justification by His perfect
righteousness.-J. E. HazeUon.

