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"FEAR NOTS" FOR THE NEW YEAR.

" Fear 'not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great
reward."-GENEsls xv. 1.
WHEN this issue of the Magazine will have reached our readers the
old year will have nearly ended, and the New Year will be on the
point of beginning. Our older readers will feel how rapidly the
years go by, how quickly one year passes and another begins.
Time does not seem to fly so rapidly to our younger readers. We
are all, however, specially impressed with the departure of an old
year, and the beginning of a new one. We feel that we are making
a new start, and that we are entering upon a new and an untried
path. Under such circumstances the LORD'S "Fear nots" are
peculiarly comforting to the members of His family.
There are four such "Fear nots " in the book of Genesis. They
are all addressed to members of GOD'S family, and they contain
truth and comfort for GOD'S people to-day. As they go forth into
a new year these " Fear nots " are designed to cheer and encourage
them. The very fact that GOD so often says to His people, "Fear
not" is a sure indication that they are liable to fears and anxieties.
David had such fears at times. He says, " My heart is sore pained
within me; and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed
me. And I said, Oh, that I had wings like a dove! for then would
I flyaway, and be at rest" (Psalm Iv. 4-6). In another psalm he
says, " What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee" (Psalm lvi. 3).
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People of weak nerves especially are liable to fearfulness and
trembling, and horrible concern lest some terrible things should
happen. It is true that fear arid anxiety spring from unbelief, and
we ought to be humbled for the sin of giving way to them. Yet
there can be no doubt that there are times by night and by day
when fear takes strong possession of the believer's heart.
The LORD knoweth our frame. He remembers that we are dust.
He sympathizes with His timid and fearful people. Hence He has
incorporated into His Word many" Fear nots" for their comfort
and encouragement., "Thou drewest near," says Jeremiah, "in
the day that I called upon Thee: Thou saidst, Fear not." At
that time Jeremiah was in "the low dungeon." Waters flowed
over his head. In despair he said, " I am cut off." But he called
unto the LORD, and the LORD heard his voice, drew near unto him,
and soothingly said, "Fear not" (Lam. ill. 53-57). Jeremiah's
GoD is our GOD, and He still soothes and comforts the weak and
timid hearts of His people by His "Fear nots."
1. First, let us notice for our comfort His " Fear ?lot" spoken to
Abraham.
The LORD came unto him in a vision, and said, "Fear not, Abram :
I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward" (Gen. xv. 1).
Abraham had just returned from" the slaughter of the kings."
He had rescued Lot and his possessions, and had been victorious
over the kings who had invaded the land. A season of depression
may have followed this great victory. Besides, he was a stranger
in a strange land, and out of sympathy with those around him he
may have thought that enemies might now attack him. Anyhow,
the LORD knew his need of comfort, and He came to him, and said,
"Fear not, I am thy shield." Whatever danger might confront
him, the LORD GOD was His" sun and shield" (Psalm lxxxiv. 11).
He would protect him from peril and danger.
What a comfort this thought is to GOD'S family as they go forth
into a new year. Dangers abound, seen and unseen, as we go
about our duties. We are in peril in the streets, in peril in country
lanes, in peril moving about the house, in peril from a thousand
directions, but the LORD is oUr shield. He has protected us in the
past. Over and over again we have been constrained to thank
Him for His protecting care in regard to us and our dear ones. He
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is still our Shield. "He is a shield unto them that put their trust
in Him" (Prov. xxx. 5).
Further He said to Abraham, " Fear not . . . I am thy exceeding
great reward." Abraham had refused to receive anything from the
king of Sodom, "from a thread even to a shoe latchet," lest he
should say, "I have made Abram rich." Now the LORD assures
him that He was His exceeding great reward. JEHOVAH was His
portion. He was "the possessor of heaven and earth" and He
could and would supply all Abraham's need. So the LoRD is the
everlasting portion of His people to-day. He is their Covenant
GOD. He is their GOD, and He is the" Rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him" (Heb. xi. 6). Fear not, then, ye chilc:b:en of
GOD, JEHOVAH is your SHIELD and your exceeding great reward.
All the resources of the universe are under His control for the
benefit of His chosen, beloved, and redeemed family.
2. Secondly, let us notice JEHOVAH'S " Fear not," spoken to Hagar.
Hagar was Sarah's bondmaid. She was the mother of Ishmael
by Abraham. When Isaac was weaned Sarah saw the son of Hagar
mocking, and she said to Abraham, " Cast out this bondwoman and
her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my
son, even with Isaac." Abraham listened to Sarah's voice, and,
under Divine direction, he sent forth Hagar and her son, giving her
bread and water for their sustenance. By and by the water was
spent, and it seemed as if the child would me of thirst. His mother
lifted up her voice and wept. Both she and her son were in great
need and mstress. Then it was, that" GOD heard the voice of the
lad; and the angel of GOD called to Hagar out of heaven, and said
unto her, what aileth thee, Hagar ~ fear not; for GoD hath heard
the voice of the lad where he is." Hagar personally was apparently
one of the LORD'S people, a chosen and beloved object of His mercy
and grace. Like others of GOD'S people she was in distress and
great need, and all hope of deliverance seems to have left her. But
the LORD never abandons His people. They are all dear unto
Him. He hears their groanings, their sighs and their cries. He
heard the voice of the lad. He heard the weeping of Hagar, and
He appeared to her to cheer her, and to supply her need. " Fear
not," He said, the voice of the lad hath come up into Mine ears, " I
will make him a great nation." Then" GoD opened her eyes, and
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she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with
water, and gave the lad drink" (Gen. xxi. 14-19). Presumably
the well was there all the time, but she had not noticed it. Now
the LORD in His providence directed her to it.
" Fear not," then, ye children of GOD. The LORD knows your
sorrows, your distresses, your needs. He hears your cries, Trials
and testings do come, but "the eyes of the LoRD are upon the
righteous, and His ears are open to their cry" (Psalm xxxiv. 15).
3. Thirdly, let us notice JEHOVAH'S " Fear not," spoken to Isaac.
There was a famine in the land of Canaan, and Isaac " went unto
Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar." There he dwelt for
a time, and the LORD wonderfully prospered him. So greatly did
his flocks, his herds, and his servants increase that at length the
Philistines envied him, and even hated him. The result was that
Abimelech said unto him, "Go from us; for thou art much
mightier than we." Accordingly Isaac departed from Gerar, till
at last he came to Beersheba. There the LORD appeared unto
him, and said, "I am the GoD of Abraham thy father: fear not,
for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for
My servant Abraham's sake" (Gen. xxvi. 24).
Isaac would naturally feel the envy, the hatred and the opposition of the Philistines (Gen. xxvi. 14, 20, 21, 27). In consequence
of all this he had moved from place to place until he came to Beersheba. Then the LORD spake this word of encouragement and
comfort to him. He bade him fear not, even though he was envied,
hated, and opposed. He assured him of His presence. "I am
with thee." He also promised His blessing. There are people
comparable to the Philistines to-day. The LORD'S people may be
envied, hated, and' opposed by the world, but the LORD assures
them of His presence and blessing, and bids them fear not, If He
is with us and bestows His blessing upon us, we can say, " Behold,
GOD is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid" (Isaiah xii. 2).
4. Lastly, let 'Us notice GOD'S" Fear not" to Jacob.
Jacob had reached the age of one hundred and thirty. His life
had been a chequered one. The apparent loss of Joseph had been
a heavy trial to him. Now at last the news came to him that
J oseph was yet alive, that he was governor over all the land of
Egypt, and that he had sent wagons to bring his father Jacob
to Egypt.
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A new chapter was thus opening in Jacob's experience, and he
needed special comfort and guidance. It was at this juncture that
GOD appeared to him, and said, " I am GOD, the GOD of thy father:
fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a
great nation. I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will
also surely bring thee up again: and J oseph shall put his hand
upon thine eyes" (Gen. xlvi. 3, 4). This Divine" Fear not" and
the promises connected with it must have greatly cheered Jacob
as he journeyed forward to a strange land.
"Fear not," GOD said, "to go down into Egypt." It is a
strange country to which you are travelling, but be not afraid to
go there. The journey may involve fatigue and discomfort, yet be
not afraid. This great change in your life will not hinder the fulfilment of GOD'S promises. It was His expressed purpose to make
the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as the stars of heaven, and
as the sand on the sea shore for multitude. No change in Jacob's
circumstances could hinder GOD'S purposes from being accomplished. "I will there," He said, "make of thee a great nation."
The LORD can work in Egypt as well as in Canaan. He can be
gracious unto His people in whatever village, town, or country they
are living.
" Fear not," GOD said, " I will go down with thee." He would
have the Divine presence on the journey. So the LoRD goes with
His people to-day in their goings-out and in their cornings-in. "He
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." We may
count upon His gracious presence all through the New Year. He
will be with His people all the days that are to come, and in all
their journeys and undertakings. They may not have many or
any human companions, but they will certainly have the companionship of their Covenant GOD. "Fear not," GOD said, "I
will also surely bring thee up again." Though J acob died in the
land of Egypt, his body would be buried in the land of his fathers.
" Fear not," GOD said, "Joseph shall put his hand upon thine
eyes." He would again see Joseph. He would again enjoy his
company, and Joseph would be near to comfort him when he was
"gathered unto his people."
Be of good comfort, then, dear Christian readers. Ye are the
objects of GOD'S tender love and care. Fear not to go forward
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into the New Year. He is your shield and your exceeding great
reward. He knows your difficulties and trials, and He will listen
to your prayers and supply all your wants. He is with you and
will bless you. He will still be true to His promises, and His
goodness and mercy shall follow you all the days of your life.
He says, "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy GOD. I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My
righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
Miss F. R. Havergal's lines are true to Scripture. She says,
" He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
His eternal Covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
GOD is all-sufficient for the coming year!
Onward then, and fear not, children of the day !
For His word shall never, never pass away."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghtm.).
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
•
THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER AND THE
AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE.
THE RT. HON. WINSTON CHURCHILL (the Chancellor of the Exchequer)
when addressing representatives of the Coal Owners at 10, Downing
Street on Monday, Sept. 6th last, said, "I am not one of those who
consider that the Royal Commission Report (i.e., the Report in reference
to the Coal Trade) is a sort of Bible, from which everything that is
quoted is necessarily absolutely authoritative, because I think that
would be putting its credentials too high."
This incidental reference to the authority of the Bible clearly
indicates that in Mr. Churchill's view the Bible has in times past been
regarded as " necessarily absolutely authoritative," so that everything
quoted from its pages was received without question and regarded as
absolutely' decisive. That is the view which the Christian Church has
taken, and rightly so, of the Bible. Its members believed that all
Scripture was inspired by the Holy Ghost, that it was therefore the
Word of God. Hence it was accepted as infallibly true from Genesis
to Revelation. Unbelieving critics are seeking to undermine our
confidence in the plenary inspiration of the Bible, but all who view
the Bible as our Lord and His apostles viewed it, will still say that
everything quoted from its sacred pages is "necessarily absolutely
authoritative."
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NEW SUPPLIES FOR THE NEW YEAR.
" My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glm'y
by Ohrist JesuS."-PHILIPPIANS iv. 19.

NEW supplies are needed for the New Year, and here is a promise
which assures us that they will be abundantly bestowed. " My
God," says the apostle, "shall supply all your need according to
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." This has for many years
been one of our favourite texts. It contains an assurance which
has again and again been a comfort and a cheer to us. The words
were originally spoken by the apostle to the saints of God at
Philippi. The Church of God there had been founded through the
Apostle Paul's instrumentality, and its members became devotedly
.attached to him. They loved him, and they showed their love by
ministering to his temporal necessities. Twio!e after he left Philippi
they sent presents to him to supply his temporal needs. "Even
in Thessalonica," he says, "ye sent once and again unto my
necessity" (Phi!. iv. 15, 16).
When the apostle wrote this Epistle he WM a prisoner in Rome.
He was, therefore, a long distance away from the saints at Philippi.
Their love to him, however, was still warm, and, after some delay,
they managed to send him another token of their Christian affection. This filled the great apostle's heart with joy and gratitude.
" I rejoiced in the Lord greatly," he says, "that now at the last
your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity." Later in the chapter he says, " I
have all, and abound; I am full, having received of Epaphroditus
the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a
sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God" (verse 18). Then he
went on to assure them that His Covenant God, Who had thus
wrought on his behalf through them, would supply all their needs
according to His riches in glory.
The promise given to the saints at Philippi is equally given to
the people of God to-day. "The Lord will give grace and glory"
to all His people. "No good thing will He withhold from them
that walk uprightly." The new supplies needed for the New Year
are therefore guaranteed.
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year before us, Oh, what rich supplies!
poor and needy, living streams shall rise;
sad and sinful shall His grace abound;
faint and feeble, perfect strength be found."
(F. R. Havergal.)

1. First, this promise suggests that God will supply the bodily needs

of His people.
It was made in reference to temporal things in the first instance.
The supply of our temporal needs is a matter which rightly concerns us. We are so constituted that we need meat to eat, and
raiment to put on. God was mindful of such needs at the very
beginning. He made to grow " every tree that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food." Moreover, when our first parents had
sinned, He made "coats of skins and clothed them." In like
manner our Lord assures us that our "heavenly Father knoweth
that we have need df all these things." He is concerned about
what we shall eat, what we shall drink, and wherewithal we shall
be clothed, and He is pledged to supply these things unto His
people (see Matt. vi. 26, 30-32). We are therefore bidden not to
take anxious thoughi: about them. This does not mean that we
are to fold our arms, and sit by the fire, and imagine that food
and raiment will be brought to our doors without any effort on
our part.
From the very beginning God intimated that in the sweat of his
face man should eat bread (see Gen. iii. 19). The great apostle
himself said: "These hands have ministered unto my necessities
and to them that were with me. I have shewed you all things,
how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed
to give than to receive" (Acts xx. 34, 35).
To work for our living in some form or other is a Christian duty.
The apostle wrote to the Thessalonian saints, telling them to study
to be quiet, and to do their own business, and to work with their
own hands; that they might walk honestly toward them that were
without, and that they might have lack at nothing (see 1 Thess. iv.
11, 12). We are instructed to labour, working with our hands the
thing which is good, not only for our own benefit, but that wo
" nw,y have to give to him that needeth " (Ephes. iv. 28). The selfish-
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ness which labours only to amass wealth has no encouragement in
God's word.
Moreover, labour is only possible when God gives bodily and
mental power to engage in it. It follows, therefore, that we are
ever dependent on Him for our daily bread, but His people are
assured that He will fully supply all their needs.
If His people are out of work, or if their business is slack, the
Lord will not be slack to fulfil His promises given to them. "He
that spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?" (Rom. viii. 32).
He giveth to His people richly" all things to enjoy." We need not
be anxious, then, about supplies for the New Year, if we are numbered amongst His children. The godly parents who have large
families· and small incomes may rest assured that in some way or
other the Lord will provide. Boots and shoes, coats and frocks,
bread and butter, and all household necessities are not beyond His
power to supply. "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein." All wealth and
.all persons are under His control, and He can so put things in
motion that every need of His numerous family will be punctually
and adequately supplied. John Newton believed in the truth of
the promises when he wrote,
"The birds without barn or storehouse are fed;
From them let us learn to trust for our bread!
His saints what is fitting shall ne'er be denied,
So long as 'tis written, 'The Lord will provide.' "
2. Secondly, the promise suggests that God will supply the mental
needs of Hu, people.
.
The labours of some of His servants are mental rather than
manual. Some have to write articles and books; some have to
prepare sermons and addresses; some have to engage in office
work. Problems requiring careful thinking and much wisdom
often have to be faced by many. Heavy correspondence claims
the daily attention of others, and much wisdom, tact and judgment are often needed so that the letters written will be in harmony
with truth and Christian love and courtesy. Mental power and
strength are, however, needed by all God's children, in order to
face the duties of daily life. The labourer, and the housewife, as

10

The Gospel Magazine

well as the professional man, need mental strength for the day's
duties. Sometimes we may rise in the morning feeling unequal to
the things of the day. We may feel depressed and discouraged.
We have got knocked over, and it may be that we feel as if everything and everybody were against us. Or, it may be tbat we are.
run down, and we need a rest and change, and life's duties are
tberefore a burden to us.
Well, the Lord is equal to our case. "Like as a father pitieth
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He
knoweth our frame" (Psalm ciii. 13, 14). He sympathizes with us
in our depression and consequent lack of courage, and He will
supply our needs. ".AB thy days, so shall thy strength be"
(Deut. xxxiii. 25). "He giveth power to the faint; and to them
that have no might He increaseth strength" (Isa. xL 29). Encourage
thyself, then, in the Lord thy God. He is able to make all grace
abound towards thee. He will strengthen thee, yea, He will
uphold thee.
Hope thou in God, and thou shalt again have cause to praise
Him for His enabling and strengthening grace. True, thou art
poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon thee. "Wait on the
Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart ;
wait, I say, upon the Lord" (Psalm xxvii. 14).
3. Thirdly, the promise suggests that He will supply the spiritual
needs of His people.
They need daily mercy. They never get beyond ,the need of
fresh forgiveness and fresh displays of God's mercy. Daily they
need to be cleansed in the fountain of Christ's blood.
They need daily grace and strength. BO,th these needs are provided for. Let us humbly and courageously seek them. "Let us
... come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16).
Mercy and grace are evidently available. Our Covenant God
dispenses them to His suppliant people. They may come courageously to His throne, by the blood of Jesus, to obtain the constant
supply of these needs. His mercy to His people endureth for ever,
and He will give grace, and more and more grace, to the humble
members of His family. They need daily victory over their
spiritual enemies. Sometimes they dread the possibility of their
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falling into sin to-day as they did yesterday. Quite unexpectedly
they find themselves, it may be, speaking some word or thinking
-some thought contrary to their holy profession. Occasionally, the
-old nature asserts itself in some awful way in the mind, and the
'Child of God realizes as, perhaps, seldom before, that in him, that
is, in his flesh, dwelleth no good thing. He feels when such a
revelation of the flesh is given hi~ tha,t if his salvation depended
-on anything good in him, his case would be hopeless indeed.
J)oubtless, the Lord allows us to get fresh views of the evil of the
'Old nature, that we may humble _ourselves more in His sight.
We dare not and should not, however, acquiesce in the commission of sin. Our constant aim should be to give no toleration to
-sin in thought, word, or deed. To this end we need Divine grace
and power. We are bidden to take" the s'hield of faith, wherewith
we shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." We
are exhorted to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might. We are reminded that it is only through the Spirit that
we can mortify the deeds of the body, that walking in the Spirit
we shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. Moreover, we are told that
"this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" .
{see Ephes. vi. 16; Rom. viii. 13; Gal. v. 16; 1 John v. 4).
Plainly, resources of spiritual strength to enable us to lace our
spiritual foes are laid up for us in Christ, and we need to beware of
all self-confidence and spiritual sleep, and watch and pray lest we
should be overcome of evil. Our gracious God will supply all our
need of spiritual blessings.
4. Fourthly, the promise suggests that the supply of our varied needs
will be abundant in quantity.
The supply will be " according to His riches in glory by Christ
J"esus." It will be a supply in harmony with the wealth and the
abundance of the Divine resources. That wealth is so great that
there will be no stint in the supplies bestowed upon His people.
Bishop Moule, in his Philippian Studies, says, "My God shall
fill up every need of yours, making up to you in His Own loving
providence the gap in your means left by this your bounty, and
enriching you the while in soul, according to, on the scale of, His
wealth, in glory, in Christ Jesus. Yes, He will draw on no less a
treasury than that of "His glory, His Own nature of Almighty
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Love, as it is manifested to and for you ' in Christ Jesus,' in Whom
, all the Fulness dwells.' "
In his commentary on Philippians, Bishop Moule says on " His
'riches in glory," "His reSOUIces, consisting in, and so lodged in,
His Own 'glory' of Divine power and love." Thus God will
supply His people's needs on the scale of the wealth of His Own
power and love. His wealth, His unlimited power, and His
unchanging love, will combine to supply the varied and constant
wants of His people.
No niggardly supply of our needs will come from our Covenant
God. He is " able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think."
With the blessed assurance of this great promise, let us then,
dear Christian readers, go forth into the New Year. We may fully
rely on the faithfulness, the power, and the inexhaustible resources
of our Covenant-keeping God.
" Grace taught my wandering feet
To tread the heavenly road;
And new supplies each hour I meet,
While pressing on to God."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

"In Adam ... in Christ" (I Cor xv. 22). We are in Adam
because he was our head and representative, and because we partake
of His nature. And we are in Christ because His is our Head and
representative, and because we partake of His nature through the
indwelling of His Spirit.
Adam, therefore, is the cause of death, because His sin is the
judicial ground of our condemnation; and because we derive from
him a corrupt and enfeebled nature. Christ is the cause of life, because
His righteousness is the judicial ground of our justification; and
because we derive from Him the Holy Ghost, which is the source of
life both to the sonl and body. Compare Rom. viii. 9-IL-Dr. G.
Hodge's commentary on 1 Gorinthians.

THE grand idea of this Epistle (to the Romans), and of the whole
Bible (as far as this subject is concerned), is, that the ground of our
justification, and the source of our sanctification, are not in ourselves;
that neither human merit nor human power can have any of the glory
of our salvation. To the merit of Christ we owe our acceptance with
God, and to the power of the Holy Ghost our preparation for His
presence.-Dr. Gharles Hodge.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" What shall we then say to these things? If God be f01· us, who can
be against us."-Rm1ANs viii. 3I.
lT has been pointed out by some writer that there are three royal
challenges in this chapter to the saints of God, and all answerable
to Him Who undertook their cause as their glorious Substitute and
Surety. "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1 It
is God that justifieth." And again, "Who is he that condemneth 1
It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again." And still
further, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1 . . . For
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
This blessed chapter is the believer's delectable ground, and the
apostle soars higher and higher as he declares its sure and glorious
truths, starting out as he does with" no condemnation for them that
are in Christ Jesus," and ending with" no separation" from the love
of Him Who bought them with His own most precious blood. And
the witness of the Spirit in all this is the believer's hope and sheet
anchor. St. Paul writes so blessedly of those deep doctrines which
are treated so lightly in our day, viz., the Divine foreknowledge, the
predestinating, the calling and the justifying of every redeemed sinner'
and vessel of mercy; and having ascended the scale as it were and
soared into the heavenIies, whence all these blessings originate and
centre, he says, "What shall we then say to these things 1 If God
be for us, who can be against us 1" The argument is, if God has been
before the sinner in all these glorious actings; if He has saved because
He would save and loved because He would love to His own glory,
"What shall we say to these things 1" The argument i~ plain to
every poor, tempest-tossed, sin-burdened son or daughter, "If God
be for us (and He is), who can be against us 1" None and nothing,
and in vain will ear~h and hell oppose, dear trembling one. The word
of our God shall stand, " Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise
cast out." The salvation of every elect vessel of mercy stands upon
the truth of that Divine word and upon the all-prevailing merits of
God's beloved Son. Nor will one of them ever be able to say, He has
rejected me. Having been taught my need as a poor, guilty, helldeserving sinner, and having been drawn by the Spirit to act upon
this gracious invitation to come as a weary, sin-laden one for rest,
He cannot reject me; He cannot say me nay; it is impossible for
God to lie.
Oh, would that faith should so increase in us that we could with
grace-constraining confidence sing,
" I know it, I believe it, I say it fearlessly,
That God the Highest, Mightiest, for ever loveth me:'
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May the Lord the Spirit take possession of our fearing hearts, and
enable us to take up this royal challenge and utter it to His glory
and our soul's comfort, " If God be for us, who can be against us 1 "
And surely if anyone had cause to look upon" these things" as against
him, it was the Apostle Paul. "In stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequent, in deaths oft, of the Jews five times received I forty
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day hav~ I been in the deep:
in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils
by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among
false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness; beside
all these things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily,
the care of all the Churches." He sums it up in our chapter, " As it is
written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are counted
as sheep for the slaughter "-and he still found that none of these things
separated his soul from Christ's love. His life was " hid with Christ
in God" and nothing could really be against him. The very sufferings
that the enemies of the cross of Christ dealt out to the apostle did
but drive him closer to Christ's bosom, and were steps in the Godordained pathway Home, " through much tribulation." The entrance
to the heavenly kingdom is by that road. And, says the apostle, there
is a gracious fruit to be seen, for "tribulation worketh patience."
Patience is the fruitful result of sanctified aflliction, a fruit which is
found only" in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ."
Then there is " distress" spoken of. And who does not know much
of this 1 David knew it and did what was the only wise and sure way
of relief. . He says, " In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried
to my God; and he did hear my voice out of His temple, and my cry
did enter into His ear."
There was blessing in it, for it drove the soul to his God and to cry
upwards into that ear which is never heavy. He never fails to
help, succour, and deliver. There is no circumstance of our lives, dear
children of God, but is intended to try our faith. Rest quiet then,
that the Refiner will see to His own work, and that not a grain of
" precious" gold will be lost.
The apostle asks, too, shall persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword separate God's children from Him Who has loved them 1
And surely the apostle had an experience beyond" any other follower
of Jesus of all these sufferings for His sake. But he had the rich,
compensatory word from the Lord Himself, " Blessed are ye that are
persecuted for righteousness' sake." He had doubtless rejoiced in the
glorious thought that though his poor body was suffering nakedness,
yet he had that glorious robe of Christ's imputed righteousness in
which he stood perfect and complete. For it is in spiritual nakedness
and destitution that the soul is taught to look away from all else, flee
to Jesus' blood and righteousness, and prove how" He will regard the
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prayer of the destitute." So all " these things" are sent to try the
faith of God's people and to show them the marvellous help which
God has laid upon His Mighty One Whose ready hand of deliverance
is near. Thus the words of our text hold good, beloved, and under
sanctified afHiction, trials which "make the promise sweet," we can
take up the language of the apostle and say, " What shall we then say·
to these things 1 If God be for us, who can be against us 1" But
there may be some reader who is saying within himself, yes, these are
all precious truths and true of the living family of God, but how am
I to know that I am one 1 That is my great concern and that is
where I am harassed and torn by Satan and this evil heart of unbelief.
Have I any mark of being one of the blood-bought sheep 1 Am lone
of the elect 1 I can only feel myself to be a mass of sin and full of evil
continually. Your inquiries, poor soul, are consistent with your
yearning desires. The fact that you feel and hate your sins is a mark
of life within, and that if you are saved it will be by sovereign grace
and mercy alone. When before the throne of grace you pour out your
heart's confessions and longings, you are exhibiting faith, Divinely
implanted. Even if it be but a spark, it is living faith, and it will
resist the power of the devil to overcome you; it will quell the uprisings
of the old Adam nature within you; it will not only enable you to
look unto Him, but it will give you the final victory and make you
" more than conqueror through Him that hath loved you." Apropos
of the last remark, one's mind goes to the story of a youth, John E.
Bateman, who was blessed under the preaching of the hymn-writer
Richard Burnham, and became at 18 years of age a preacher of the
everlasting Gospel. He was ordained in 1805. In a brief but blessed
ministry he was greatly beloved and used of God. But at the early
age of 21 he was seized with fatal illness and his hearers gathered
around his dying bed. His spiritual father asked, " How do you find
it with your soul now 1" "Very dark," replied Bateman, " I fear I
shall be lost," and it was evident to those who watched that Satan
was having his last awful onslaught on the child of God. Presently,
the face of the dying youth was cleared of all clouds, and with a joyful
countenance he exclaimed, " Christ hath given me, me, me the victory.
Language cannot express what I now feel; ten thousand worlds
cannot purchase what I possess," and he was gathered in the arms
of his Saviour to his eternal rest. Never has the Great Shepherd
disappointed one of his sheep of his hope in Him, nor will He leave
the least of them or the greatest "at the last in trouble to sink."
Hope on, dear tried and cast down one. He will appear to your joy,
and you will not be cast away. He Who has given the least grain of
grace and living desire must recognize His own gift and make good
His own work. "Satan," said a Spirit-taught child of God in our
hearing some time ago, " doesn't know a child of God until such an
one is manifested as an elect vessel of mercy," and then it is that the
great enemy of souls begins his Satanic work of trying his faith and
insinuating doubts. That alone should convey comfort to exercised
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hearts, if they consider for a moment that Satan doesn't trouble to
distress and worry his own "seed." It is only God's living, regenerated
people whom the devil tries, and unless the mightier and stronger Man
rescue them they would be overcome. But thank God, their mighty
Shield is carried before them, and they shall come off the field of
conflict conquerors through His precious blood. Doubtless our readers
remember the conclusive reply of the immortal Toplady to one who
came to him questioning the eternal safety of those who did not evince
a full assurance of faith. Toplady replied without hesitation to his
inquirer, "My dear Sir, there are dwarfs as well as giants in God's
family. I was lately told of a person who is now in the 101st year of
his age, and yet is a new-born babe converted six or seven months
ago. Surely you would not feed an infant with the same food as one
of mature age! Respecting doubts and fears, there are children heirs
of a great estate, who have no knowledge thereof, but their ignorance
does not disannul their title."
Oh! beloved reader, whoever you are, cast down with the burden
of indwelling sin and crying out daily, " 'Tis a point I long to knowAm I His or am I not? " read over and over these royal challenges
of our chapter, and may you learn to your soul's eternal comfort and
His eternal glory, that nothing can be laid to the charge of God's
elect, since" It is God that justifieth," and equally true is it that since
it was " Christ that died," no one can condemn. Because of all this
nothing can separate" Christ's own Bride from Christ's own heart,"
as we love to sing.
Thus, to gather up our subject, we hear the Spirit-taught and Divineiyinspired apostle asking, " What shall we then say to these things? If
God be for us, who can be against us ?" These things. They suggest
nearness and possession, showing the Lord's tenderest care toward His
people tbat He will make all these things work together for our good
and subsequent deliverance, so that" these things," viewed spiritually,
providentially, nationally, and ecclesiastically, are all overruled for the
good of God's children-not one of them can really be against them
since" this I know," as the Psalmist said, " God is for me." "And
if God be for us, who can be against us?" We must leave Him to
choose for us, to work out His own plans and accomplish His Sovereign
purpose in and for ns, and we must wait His time when we shall clearly
see and praise Him for it that He made" All things work together for
good" to His loved and chosen and blessed ones. "He that spared
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him freely give us all things?" Can there be any evil, any
harmful, any poisonous ingredient in that cup of blessing to any
believer in Christ? Nay, rather, is it not for us to rejoice over against
all the things that seem to be against us and say, "with Him" my
precious Lord and Saviour, my Father hath given me all things. Yea,
the children of God are doubly blessed, for they not only have the
blessings out of all these trials, but they have Christ with them all the
while and "with Him" our heavenly Father "freely gives us all
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things." Oh! it is the secret of that precious word" in." "No condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." No separation to them
that are in Christ Jesus.
And if "these things" are made yours and mine, dear reader, by
blessed, inwrought. experience, they cannot be taken from us, but must
be made to work out God's plan and purpose, according to His holy
and eternal will to our salvation and blessing, and to His glory.
One word more before closing. "These things" are wrapped up,
so to speak, between the "all" of verses 28 and 32. "And we know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are called according to His purpose," and" He that spared not
His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things 1" And they are finally set forth
in the glorious declaration of verse 37, "Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through Him that loved us." So that we
may well glory in the Divinely inwrought persuasion "that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord." May tbe text which heads this paper encourage
us if spared to cross the threshold of another year, and in these solemnly
dark and portentous days may we be kept steadfast, immoveable, and
resting upon the sure word of His promise, " If God be for us, who can
be against us 1" Let us " encourage ourselves in the Lord our God"
and wait for His appearing to our succour and relief.
"Rejoice, ye saints, in every state,
Divine decrees remain unmoved:

No turns of Pro"idence abate
God's care for those He once hath loved.
Firmer tha.n heaven, His Cov'nant stands,

Though earth should shake and skies depart,
You're safe in your Redeemer's Hands,

Who bears your names upon Hi.. Heart.
Our Surety knows for whom He stood,
And gave Himself a sacrifice;
The souls once sprinkled with His blood,
Possess a life that never dies.
Though darkness spread around our tent,
Though fear prevail, and joy decline,
God will not of His oath repent;
Dear Lord, Thy People still are Thine."

R.
If thou hadst no devil to tempt thee, no enemies to fight thee, and
no world to ensnare thee, thou wouldst still find in thyself evil enough
to be a sore trouble to thee, for ,. the heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked."-O. H. Spurgeon.
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.sermon", anb Note", of Sermon£>.
" JEHOVAH-JIREH."
(Genesis xxii. H.)
NOTES OF A SERMONETTE
BY THE VEN ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A.,

RD.
" AND Abraham called the name of that place J ehovah-Jireh; as it
is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be provided"
(Gen. xxii. 14, R.V.) The meaning of the Hebrew words JehovahJireh is " The Lord will see," with a secondary meaning of " The Lord
will provide." When God would put Abraham's faith to the test and
also teach him, and us, the wonderful truth of the substitution of the
Lamb of God, His own Son, for the accomplishment of the redemption
of His People, He gave him the command to offer up his only son as
a burnt offering, upon one of the mountains which He would point
out to him. As Abraham and Isaac walked along to the appointed
spot, the latter bare the wood for a burnt offering, a type of Christ
bearing, long afterwards, the stake upon which He was crucified.
We can imagine what agonizing thoughts filled Abraham's mind and
wrimg his heart. But his faith was triumphant. He believed that
God was able to raise his son-the child of promise-from the dead
(Heb. xi. 17-19).
So, when Isaac put the question, "My father, behold the fire and
the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering 1" Abraham
was enabled, in the spirit of prophecy, to reply, "God will provide
(Hebrew, 'Jireh ') Himself a lamb for a burnt offering." (verse 8).
And this was indeed the case, for the Lord did not allow Abraham
to lay his hand upon Isaac, but provided" a ram caught in a thicket
by its horns," which Abraham offered up for a burnt offering";n
the stead of his son" (verse 13).
Thus was he taught the wonderful truth of the substitution of the
Christ of God, "As of a lamb without blemish and without spot;
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times" (1 Peter i. 19, 20). We may say
this of Abraham without hesitation, for the Lord Jesus said to the
Jews: "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he saw
it, and was glad." (John viii. 56). On the mountain in Moriah,
Abraham saw that day in type and" parable" (Heb. xi. 19, R.V.)
and there it was afterwards seen in antitype and reality. And so
" Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-Jireh: as it is
said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen (or provided)."
There is deep prophetic truth in these words, for about one thousand
years after they were spoken, Solomon huilt the temple on the same
spot (see 2 Chron. iii. 1), and typical sacrifices were there offered; and
one thousand years later still, on one of these mountains, " Calvary,"
the true sacrifice, the sacrifice of Christ, was offered. "Jesus, bearing
His cross, went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is
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called in the Hebrew, Golgotha (in Luke xxiii. 33. called 'Calvary ') :
where they crucified Him" (John xix. 17, 18).
There the real scene was enacted of which the offering of Isaac was
a type, and there the great substitutionary and propitiatory sacrifice
was offered.
But the name" J ehovah-Jireh " has more than a prophetic meaning.
It is one of "the Jehovah-Titles," as they have been called, that is,
one of those names by which the Divine Being has been pleased to
make His gracious attributes known to His People. This has ever
been a very precious name to the Lord's children, because it assures
them that He who provided a Saviour for them, will provide for all
their need, even as the Apostle Paul says, "He that spared not His
Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things ~" (Rom. viii. 32), and also writes for
the comfort of the Church of God, " My God shall supply all your need,
accorc:ling to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. iv. 19), echoing
the words of the Psalmist written so long before: "The Lord God
is a sun and a shield; The Lord will give grace and glory; no good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly. 0 Lord of
hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in Thee." (Psa. !.xxxiv. 11, 12).
And this is what the Lord Jesus Himself taught His c:lisciples: "Neither
be ye of doubtful mind," (where the marginal reading of the A.V. is
very expressive, viz.: "Live not in careful [anxious] suspense.")
"Your Father knoweth ye have need of these things. Seek ye the
kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added unto you" (see
Luke xii. 22---31).
This is beautifully illustrated in the life of the prophet Elijah. When
God announced by him that there should be a great drought in the
land of Israel, He told His servant to go to a certain brook, and said,
" It shall be that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded
the ravens to feed thee there." And so it came to pass. But, after
a while, the brook dried up, and then the word of the Lord came to
Elijah, " Arise, get thee to Zarephath . . . and dwell there; behold,
I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee." The widow
woman he found had but " an handful of meal" and " a little oil,"
but the Lord declared by his prophet, " The barrel of meal shall not
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord
.sendeth rain upon the earth." And the Word of the Lord was
fulfilled, for "Nothing is too hard for the Lord" (read 1 Kings,
chapter 17).
The children of God, who are, for the most part, found among" the
poor of this world," can all testify how frequently and how timely
the Lord has in His kind providence supplied their need, leading
them to set up their" Ebenezer," and say, "Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us."
" He who hath helped us hitherto,
Will help us all our journey through,
And give us daily cause to raise,
Fresh Ebenezers to His praise."
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:r Sometimes, indeed, their faith is tried, and it seems as if the Lord
had forsaken them, but then again they find Him faithful to His Name,
and true to His promise: "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
Does this meet the eye of some tried saint 1 May such a one have
grace to lay hold of these precious promises, which will surely be fulfilled, for "All the promises of God in Christ are yea, and in Him
Amen "-all are true and faithful-" unto the glory of God by us "
(2 Cor. i. 20).

"WENT DOWN "-" COMETH UP."

" The precious ointment upon the Heail, that ran down . . . that went
down to the skirts of His garments."-PSA. cxxxiii. 2.
IT is a wonderful thing-surely one of the proofs of its Divine originthat well-known sentences from the Word of God frequently arrest
and attract one's spirit as if they were absolutely new. Such was
recently my case on reading Psa. cx:xxiii. 2. The two expressions,
"ran down "-" went down," held my thoughts with unspeakable
pleasure, as illustrating redemption in three lights. Depending on
the Spirit for wisdom and words, let us look at this running down
oil under three heads: whence it came; whom it covers; the result
of its influence.
Whence came the oil of redemption 1 It has but one source. A
heavenly source, an Almighty source, an invincible source. The heart
of man had never conceived it. Only the Divine Man could have
thought of and brought it about. Redemption and salvation from
first to last is of God. "From Him cometh . . . salvation," and
from no other. "Christ is the Head of the Church: and He is the
Saviour of the body" (Ephes. v. 23). It was on the head of the high
priest that the oil was poured. It started from the highest point but
it did not remain there. Poured there to begin with, of necessity it
"ran down." The Lord Jesus Christ is our great High Priest. He
He was ordained of God to be God's accepted sacrifice for sin. The
high priest of old was a chosen, appointed, set apart man. Not any
or every man was made a high priest. So God Himself, God the
Father, chose, appointed, set apart His "Fellow," His Own and only
Son. God the Son was elected to be our great High Priest. Jehovah
said, "Awake, 0 sword
against the Man tha.t is my Fellow"
(Zech. xiii. 7), "Calling
the Man that executeth My counsel from
a far country" (Isa. xlvi. 11). Only One "Certain Man" came
" down" from heaven to earth, that millions might, through faith in
Him, go "up" from earth to heaven. Him and Him only God
accepted in our place and as our Redeemer Substitute; "for Him
God ordained to be the Judge of quick and dead." The redemption
of every soul originates with Him, emanates from Him, and culminates
in Him. He gave Himself for us. The oil that rested on His Divine
Head has been, and is being, poured " down" on mankind, His body;
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poured down from Him and through Him and by Him on each newborn child of God. As in the natural man the head is the centre of
all the senses, even so is it in the spiritual man. All spiritual blessings
descend to us from the Head, the Lord Jesus Christ. We do not see
our defilement and our need of Him, until He opens our spiritual eyes.
We have no spiritual scent, no spiritual appetite, no spiritual hearing,
no spiritual discernment, unless they come to us from Jesus Christ,
our Head. But when He conveys these things to us from Himself
by the working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, we begin to live.
Till then "the body without the Head, is dead." Thus it is an
invincible power that draws sinners to Christ. Because even M it is
Divine in its origin, it is invincible in its movements. None can stay
its hand or turn it back. None can say unto it, What doest Thou ~
As surely as the oil" ran down," descended to the lowest spot t' at it
could reach, the very "skirts," so surely will the work of grace be
carried out, " down" to the very lowest, weakest member of Christ's
body. "When He will work, who can let," or hinder Him ~ Our
Redeemer willingly went "down"-down to the lowest depths of
sorrow, pain, endurance, and degradation, down to earth, down to
death, down to the ground in the sepnlchre. It was an awfnl going
down to Him, that brought about our lifting up. Yet He thus
desceuded for us. The oil "ran down . . . to the skirts of His
garments." He" ran" to meet us and our spirit began to live! From
then, we saw, we heard, we spoke, we felt, we discerned, with spiritual
life. "Draw me, we will run after Thee," was thenceforward our
attitude. "Draw me," personally and individually, nearer to Thyself ;
but use me to others also. "We will run." We seek that our companions and friends shall run too, and we seek the company of those
who are already running "after Thee." Cause us to follow thee
faithfnlly as servants. And from that time on, we strive from day to
day to " run with patience the race that is set before us," both rllnning
in His strength and for His glory.
Now whom does this consecrating oil cover ~ It runs "down"
till it can get no further. Could the oil, once poured, be prevented
from descending ~ When it commenced to run " down" could it be
gathered up again ~ No! "Down" was the intention, "down"
was the course, and" down" was the aim and end. "It went down
to the skirts of His garments." From the Head to the feet--even so !
Man is born down "-" down" in the "far country" of sin, "a
great way off" from God, "a great way off" from grace, "a great
way off " from goodness. But the n oil " came " down" as " far" !.
It "ran to" the far· off sinner, and reaches every grace-called child
(Luke xv. 13, 20). Again, the oil went over the whole person and
robes of the high priest. So Christ completely covers with the robe
of His righteousness every single member of His body. For the high
priest of old, the oil was poured by another. Our great High Priest
poured out His Own blood by His Own act. But it was for another
that He did it, even for His body, the Church. Further, the human
H
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high priest died, and perforce his office was passed on and filled by
the next high priest. Not so Christ. "This Man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood," "which passeth not
from one to another" (Heb. vii. 24, margin). The oil flowed" down "
and is flowing now. There is yet "a Fountain opened . . . for sin
and for uncleanness." It will remain open until the last child of God
has been washed therein. Dear reader, are you washed in it 1 The
" oil " still runs" down"! Then the uplifting follows, " That we may
grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ"
(Ephes. iv. 15).
Yes, the uplifting follows; this is the result of its influence and is
twofold. First the world discovers a change. She asks the vital
question, " Who is this that cometh up . . . leaning on her Beloved 1 "
(Song of Solomon viii. 5). The world sees that the Church is raisedfrom going down with herself, she now finds that the Church is coming
" up " with her Beloved. It should be so! The line of demarcation
between the Church and the world ought to be so clearly defined, that
both know that the border line exists, and exactly where it is passed.
But alas! in these days, even in so-called spiritual work, the two are
so deplorably mixed, that the outsider cannot tell the one from the
other. The Church has her concerts, her whist drives, her entertainments-often of an entirely worldly character-to obtain money for
the Lord's work! " My brethren, these things ought not so to be" !
The Church should look up, not down. Her standard must be high,
not low. She cannot with impunity give way to worldly-wise methods
of getting funds. It is soiled money and the Lord will not receive it
for work in His vineyard. The Church must start" up." Up and
ever upward must be her aim, despite the downward tendencies of
nature, and despite the downtreading that she meets with from the
world. Nothing but the grace of God can keep the Church from
sinking in the sea of the world, but His power can keep her" up."
She needs to walk "leaning on her Beloved."
Then there is the second phase of the result. Not only does the
Church say to her Lord, "Draw me, we will run after Thee"; but
she also speaks encouraging words to her fellow-men. When once we
know ourselves as covered with Christ's redeeming blood, we long
for others to be covered too. We speak often of our Lord, we love
His house, we invite our acquaintances to go there with us. The
mission field at home and abroad, the Jews and the heathen, come
in to our prayers and our interests. We desire intensely to be used
ourselves for the bringing in of wanderers, remembering the Divine
declaration, "He that winneth souls is wise."

•

•

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

New Eltham, S.E.9.

======

My hearers, believe me, there must be pulling down work, cutting
down work, first, before there can be any saving knowledge of a precious
Christ in the soul.-J. J. West.
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"YEA, WHAT CAREFULNESS."
THE good Samaritan drew up at the inn door and helped down his
burden from the back of the meek creature that had carried it from
the roadside. And the innkeeper received (with some money towards
his expenses) the order, "Take .care of him, and whatsoever thou
spendest more, when I come again I will repay thee.': One would
think that as the words recurred to the memory of the sick man, they
must have brought with them the solace that impregnates them.
He was to be looked after, and the kind deliverer who had so bountifully helped, when others as signally failed, would pay all the costs.
Money, evidently, was no object with the Samaritan, and no restraint
was laid on the host. He could carry out his own ideas of doctoring
and nursing, and of anything else that came in the train of so grievous
a mishap, and all would be paid for by the one whose pity (moving
him to cross the road) had been maintained until all that power and
wealth could suggest had been done. "Take care of him." Perhaps
it was when they read again the Gospel account of the good Samaritan,
and when they remembered the words of the Lord Jesus, " It is more
blessed to give than to receive," perhaps it was then that it came into
the minds of the Philippians that it was a long time since they had
ministered to the necessities of their beloved Apostle Paul. They
might truly have said (for it was true) that they lacked opportunity.
But " at the last" when the Lord set them to it their care of him
flourished again, and once more his sorrow was turned to joy. It
was the Lord Himself, the Comforter, Who had deprived the Philippians
of the opportunity, that He might teach His servant to do without.
Now, in His tender mercy, Who knows how to give His people happiness,
He stirred them up and made a way for them to communicate again
with the aflliction of His battered servant. They had the honour
of giving and he rejoiced greatly. He saw the fruit of the Gospel in
them and had their gift for himself. His cup of blessing was full and
his praises ran over. It was rather like what the children of Judah
said to David, "Thou art worth ten thousand of us." David must
not perish, whoever was lost. They would break through the ranks
of the enemy to get water when he longed for it. They would rush
to his succour when he was faint, and when IShbi-Benob, the son of a
giant, thought to slay him; and they besought him not to go to battle
again, for if he was slain the light of Israel would be gone out. Was
it not the Lord God of Israel, with the hearts of all men in His hands,
who had breathed into all David's followers the command that they
were to take care of him ?
But David must go at last, and Paul must go, though it feels as if
the tears of the Ephesian elders are scarcely dry yet. And sooner or
later the certain wounded man must see his friend and helper for
the last time. And" What have I left ?" many would have asked,
who had more grace than the mother of Micah possessed. "Lo,"
said Jesus, and says it still to the friends and lovers of Paul, of David,
and of the spiritual Israel, " I am with you always." If He is there,
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as thousands have known beyond all questioning, there is a quietness
and a confidence and a lifting up, and a looking beyond, that for the
time being leaves nothing to be desired. He can fill all things. It
is God's absence, the fear of His frown, the questioning of His favour
that has made more sorrow and burden to His people than all besides.
It was His absence that overwhelmed Job, that filled to the brim the cup
of Jesus' own atoning grief. It was the fear that they had offended
God, that filled Israel with apprehension in Joshua's day, when the
two and a half tribes settling on this side of Jordan were building an
altar. What could it mean, so asked the nine and a half tribes, but
a monument of their departure from the God who had done all that
He had done for them? And what could they expect if they so shamelessly and dreadfully chose other gods than Himself? However, the
two and a half tribes explained, and at great length, that it was not
so. They were more, and not less, solicitous that their children after
them should know and choose the ways of the Lord God of Israel.
And when Phineas the priest, and the princes of the congregation, and
the heads of the thousands of Israel heard what the truth was, "it
pleased them"; for they perceived that day, that God was still
among them. He was among them. It seemed as if He had ordered
all the affair, and allowed all their fear, that He might give them an
additional proof of His care over them, of His presence with them, of
His pleasure in them, of His undertaking for them. They were still
His own separate and dear people, and, notwithstanding all that they
had done, He was their God as at the beginning, keeping His fear
alive and showing them good in the land of their possession.
This honour have all His saints, the pleasure and privilege of caring
one for another, the inestimable mercy of His own good will; that
in spite of all that they are, His everlasting kindness cannot remove,
but that Himself, Father, Son, and Spirit, cares for them and takes
care of them.
F
OLLOWER-ON.
WAITING UPON GOD.
AN ADDRESS GIVEN AT THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE ON
TUESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 2ND, 1906, BY THE
LATE MR. DAVID BARON, OF LONDON.
AFTER what the Lord has already given to us through His servants,
I think I shall employ the remaining brief season this morning to the
greatest profit if I turn your thoughts to only two passages in God's
Book, the first of which gives us the true basis of prayer, and in the
second of which we have a beautiful concrete example of waiting upon
God. The former passage-that which our Convener in his circular
Letter of Invitation has given us as the first Scriptural referenceis Psalm lxv. 2, " 0 Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh
come." This takes us, as I have said, to the basis of all our hopes
and all our expectations. We have been reminded this morning that
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it is by faith that we draw near to God, but, my dear friends, true
faith is not based on our own fancies and is not the result of philosophical speculations about the existence of God. Real faith rests
upon God's self-revelation, " And they that know Thy Name," the
Psalmist says, "shall put their trust in Thee, for Thou, Jehovah,
hast not forsaken them that seek Thee." It is because God has
revealed His Name to us, because He has opened His heart to us, that
we wait upon Him; because He has told us, for instance, that He is
the Almighty, that we come to Him in our feebleness, that His strength
may be made perfect in weakness, because He is the Gracious One with
Whom there is forgiveness that He may be feared, that we come to
Him with our sinfulness and with the sense of our unworthiness, that
we may obtain from Him forgiveness and be cleansed from all unrighteousness. It is because He is the all-wise One that we come in
our ignorance and in our perplexities to Him that He may guide us,
and because He is the El-Shaddai--that wonderful Name which means
" the God Who is all-sufficient-the Enough "-that we come to Him
with all our needs and desires. Now, in this passage we have one of
the most wonderful names of God in the whole Bible. As the words
stand in the Hebrew, the passage must be understood as an invocation
of God by one of the most precious and wonderful names by which
He has been pleased to reveal Himself to man. "Hearer of Prayer! "
That, my dear friends, is how our fathers of old knew God, and that
is how He has proved Himself through the ages, that is how by His
grace we know Him, and how one day all flesh shall know Him. I
wonder if you have noticed the beautiful juxtaposition of the two
names that we have in this little verse-a name for man and a name
for God. What is the name for man 1 Here it is: "Flesh,"" Flesh."
You know that name stands often for the sinfulness of our nature--for
that old man which we are continually to be " putting of! "; but it
stands more often in Scripture for the weakness of human nature, for
the transitoriness of our life upon earth. Our Lord Jesus has given
us a definition of flesh-" The flesh is weak." "All flesh is grass, and
the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field." That, my dear
friends, is what we are-flesh-weak-helpless; not only helpless, but
helplessness itself; and not only weak, but weakness itself. But just
because we are" flesh "--{lh, how wonderful it is-the Infinite God
has stooped down to reveal Himself as "the Hearer of prayer," to
encourage us that in our helplessness, in our nothingness, and in our
unworthiness we may throw ourselves upon Him. I need not say
that experimentally we only know the preciousness of this Name if
we are men and women characterized by prayerfulness. May God
tsach us more and more in our experience to know Him as the Hearer
of Prayer.
Now let me turn your thoughts to two or three verses in a Psalm
which speaks much about this subject of waiting upon God. The
25th Psalm is one of the most precious in the whole collection. It is
the first instance in the Hebrew Psalter of an inspired acrostic. There
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are twenty-two verses in it, just as many letters as there are in the
Hebrew alphabet, and each verse begins with a letter in the proper
order of the Hebrew alphabet. The alphabetical style was, doubtless,
in the first instance, resorted to as an aid to memory, but if there is
- any lesson that we may learn from the use of the inspired acrostic
in the Hebrew Psalter, it is that suggested, quaintly, by Dr. Andrew
Bonar, who says, that" it teaches us that the Spirit of God, in llis
condescension, was willing to throw llis words into all modes of human
thought and human expression, and that whatever intellectual ingenuity
a man may possess he should consecrate it to his Lord, and make llim
, The Alpha and Omega' of all his pursuits."
In its fulness this wonderful Psalm will be realized in the day when
the Spirit of grace and of supplications is poured upon Israel, and when
in their mouth these inspired utterances of their psalmists and prophets
shall have special significance.
There is a prophetic element in this Psalm, the key to which will
be found in the last verse: "Redeem Israel, 0 God, out 01 all his
troubles." But though it is primarily an inspired litany of the remnant
of Israel at the time of the end, it is also eminently suitable to us as
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, for it contains nothing but what
is common to the believing consciousness of God's children in all ages.
It is one of those Psalms which deal with the permanent elements in
a devout man's relation to God.
Now here is a concrete example of waiting upon God. Let us see
in what measure we are possessed of the same spirit. Weary of the
world, and oppressed with the sense of his own helplessness and need,
the Psalmist lifts his soul to Jehovah, the Fountain of living waters,
Who only is able to satisfy the yearnings of his heart---" Unto Thee,
o Jehovah, do I lift my soul." True prayer, my dear friends, as we
have been already reminded this morning, means an ascension, it means
for the soul to rise from the earth to have fellowship with God in
heaven, it means, in the language of the 24th Psalm, " to ascend into
the hill of Jehovah," and to stand or to fall before Him in worship
in llis holy place. And, my dear friends, this is not a natural exercise,
and it is not even an easy exercise for the child of God. Naturally, our
souls cleave unto the dust. It is only in the power of God's Spirit that
we can ascend and enter into that sanctuary where we can find peace,
that quietude-not only outward quietness, but that which is much
more difficult to find-that inner quietness of heart and soul which is
such a necessary requisite for true prayer. "Unto Thee, 0 Lord, do
I lift my soul."
There is a negative side to this in the 24th Psalm. There we read
of those who" lift up their soul unto vanity." And this is often true,
alas, even of Christians. They are believers as far as faith in Christ
is concerned, but their souls are lifted up unto vanity, their affections
are set upon the things of earth. Now such people know not the
blessedness of waiting upon God.
"Unto Thee, 0 Lord, do I lift my soul. 0 my God." You see
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what a personal, what an individual faith waiting upon God means"0 my God," "0 my soul." He says in the 62nd Psalm, "Wait
thou only upon God, my God, I trust in Thee"; literally, " I hang on
Thee, in the fnllest confidence, 'vith the most utter abandonment."
It is a wonderfnl word; you will find it in the 22nd Psalm. There it
is used in reference to Him Who, as we have been reminded this morning,
is The Great Model, The Great Example of prayer and of waiting upon
God. In the 9th verse we read, " Thou art He that took me out of the
womb, Thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts."
It is the Same word. There is a double figure here; the child" made
to hope," or hanging upon the mother's breast, in dependence for its
nutriment, yea, for very life, and the BOul "hanging upon God "the El-Shaddai (" the God Who is enough "), the Source of life and
light and blessedness-with the same absolute dependence and utter
abandonment as the helpless child. "On Thee I hang: let me not be
ashamed," or, literally, "let me not be put to shame." We see the
earnestness which characterizes true waiting upon God in such an
expressIOn.
Oh, dear friends, the answer to this earnest prayer is to be found
in very many and "exceeding great and precious promises" of God
which are scattered all through His Book. For instance, that word
in Isaiah xlix., "They shall not be put to shame that wait for Me."
And there is a beautifnl summary in Psalm xxii. given us by Him Who
is the Author and Finisher of faith-for it is He Himself Who is the
speaker in that wonderful psalm of the experience of God's people
in all ages. "Our fathers trusted in Thee, they trusted in Thee and
Thou didst deliver them; they cried unto Thee and were delivered;
they trusted in Thee and were not confounded"-or literally, "were
not put to shame." "Let me not be ashamed." "They shall not be
put to shame." "They were not put to shame." Here is the prayer
and the answer of Goo, and the experience of God's people, bearing
witness to the fact that they that wait upon Him shall not be put to
shame. But even as the Psalmist prays, his faith in God grows, for
in the 3rd verse of Psalm xxv. the verbs are in the future tense and
must be translated, not as in the Autborized Version, " Let none that
wait on Thee be ashamed," but as it is, I believe, properly rendered
in the Revised VeNion, "Yea, none that wait on Thee shall be put
to shame; they shall be put to shame that transgress without cause."
Here is a summary of human experience, dear friends, as viewed
by the eye of faith. Here we see mankind, so to say, divided into two
classes-those who wait upon God, those who lift up their souls to
Him; and those who transgress or are treacherous without a causethat is, the rebellious who wander from God, and here is the summary
of their experience: "They that wait upon Thee, they shall not be
put to shame." Their lot may be a very unenviable one sometimes
from the point of view of the men of this world; but, my dear friends,
the sum of human destiny is not exhausted by the little span of time
between the cradle and the grave. There is a day coming when it
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shall be seen that only those have been truly blessed who have drawn
away their souls from vanity and have set them upon Him Who is
the fountain of joy and blessedness. It is only they who in the end
shall not be put to shame.
Next, in verses 4 and 5, follows a prayer for gujdance. I may say
the first seven verses sum up in prayer the three greatest needs, the
permanent needs of God's children while on earth. The first is for
protection: "Let not mine enemies triumph over me "; protection,
not only from outward, visible enemies, but also from the more
dangerous, invisible enemies of our souls. The second is for gujdance ;
and the third (verses 6 and 7)-that which springs from the deepest
depths of the Psalmist's soul-is for forgiveness. Let me just ~ay
a few wcrdr on verses 4 and 5, which are a prayer for gujdance. "Show
me Thy ways, 0 Jehovah! teach me Thy paths." This is a direct
echo of the prayer of Moses-the man of God-in the 33rd chapter
of the Book of Exodus, where he says, "I pray Thee, therefore, if I
have found favour in Thy sight, show me now Thy way that I may
know Thee." But here the Psalmist prays for a knowledge of God's
ways in order that he may walk in the path of obedience-that he
may bring his life into harmony with those ways and thoughts of
God, "Show me Thy ways, teach me Thy paths." The last is a
prayer for minute guidance; this is implied in the words, " Show me
Thy ways," "Lead me in Thy truth." The Revised Version has, I
think, " Guide me in Thy truth." It is a very rich word in the original,
and difficult to render in one word. It might be translated, " 0 set
me and keep me in Thy way." It is a verbal form of the same word
which is translated in the 4th verre, "ways." Someone has paraphrased it beautifully thus: "0 lead me as a father leads his infant
child, when making the first attempt to walk." The thought in this
line is, that it is not sufficient for God simply to put ~'s in His way,
but He must keep us in the way.
".And teach me." Here is the disciple pmying for instruction,
even as in verse 4 the pilgrim is praying for gujdance. "Teach me,
for Thou art the God of my salvation, on Thee do I wait all the day."
On Thee. It would be very interesting had we time to enter into the
different meanings of the prepositions" upon," "for," le from," etc.,
but here it is neither waiting upon nor waiting for, but "with Thee
do I wait all the day." Yes, while we wait upon and for Him we
also wait with Him, and this, perhaps, is the most blessed, for it. implies
companionship. "On Thee" (or" with Thee") "do I wait all the
day." This, my dear friends, in the case of David, was no mere
hyperbole-no mere poetry. Let us for a few moments, in conclusion,
glance at the way David spent his day, and. see what a beautiful example
he is to us of waiting upon God. Let us begin with the morning.
" 0 God, Thou art my God, early will I seek Thee." Now the word
translated" early" literally means" early in the morning," or " with
the rising of the sun" It came also to mean" diligently," because in
the East a diligent man is one who ri~es early in the morning. Note,
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then, that early in the morning David was engaged in seeking after
God. The day proceeds. How does he occupy himself-what does
he do! Listen! "Evening, morning, and at noontide will I pray
and cry aloud, and Thou shalt hear me," or, as in the 25th Psalm,
" With Thee do I wait all the day." The day passes, and night comes;
he is upon his bed, and for some reason he cannot sleep. What does
he do! "When I remember Thee upon my bed." Still he cannot
sleep. What does he do! Remember he was a king, and at this time
he was a fugitive, pursued by enemies who were "seeking after his
soul to destroy it." How many thoughts and cares must have been
crowding upon him; but oh! there was one thought that excluded
all other thoughts from him. It was the thought of God-" When I
meditate upon Thee in the night watches." Sweetly meditating upon
God, he finally falls asleep-" And when I awake," he says, "I am
still with Thee." God teach us thus to wait upon Him and with Him
" all the day! "
"AFTER SIX DAYS-JESUS!"
MATTHEW

xvii. 1.

1. DURING six days the Lord Jesus had been speaking to His disciples
of His coming sufferings. "From that time forth began Jesus to show
unto His disciples how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things, and be killed, and be raised again the, third day." He
began to unfold it then, and His testimony continues to the present
day. But" after six days Jesus" took three of His disciples into a
high mountain apart, and favoured them with a glimpse of His glory.
And thus does He to this day deal with His loved ones: telling them
of taking up their cross, following Him wheresoever He leads them,
and then giving them a foreview and foretaste of the joys to come.
2. "In six days the Lord made heaven and earth; and on the
seventh day He rested." Creation prepared the way for redemption.
And on this fact of rest after labour God built the institution of the
sabbath. "Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work; and on
the seventh day thou shalt rest." And although under the Gospel
the day of rest is the first day of the week, the principle remains the
same. We have to take our place in the world, and undertake our
share of the world's labour during the week; and thm how sweet at
times is the day of rest! "After six days-Jesus !" So sweet a
time was appointed to the writer on a recent Lord's day at Bath.
It was indeed" after six days-Jesus!" And though it is not our
holy privilege to be invited to Tabor every Lord's day, yet the labour
of the six days fits us for the sacred refreshments of the day of rest;
and this rest is only found in Jesus. He is the centre of worship and
the glory of the temple.
3. It may be that the present arrangement of earthly history will
terminate at the close of six thousand years. But, whatever the date

I

30

The Gospel Magazine

of His glorious appearing, it will be-Jesus! And it will be "this
same Jesus!" The same who trod this earth, going about doing good,
and then went to Olivet, Gethsemane, and Calvary; the same who
took His disciples to see His glory on the mountain; He who is " the
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
Fellow-pilgrim, our six days of time will soon have run their decreed
course; the toil, the labour, the conflict, will soon have passed away;
the cross will give place to the crown; and then it will be-JESUS!
WILLIAM WlLEML,\,.
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THE LORD'S WITNESSES.

ADDRESS GIVEN AT THE CLIFrON CONFERENCE ON TUESDAY EVENING,
OCT. 3RD,

1899,

BY THE LATE REV.

VICAR

OF DRYPOOL,

J. J.

BEDDOW,

HULL.

WE have already been reminded that there are many kinds of voices
in the world, and that each in some measure bears witness to God.
We have been led to three diverse discoveries, and to God's purposes
concerning some of these witnesses, viz., His purposes in the witness
of nature in reference to His ancient people Israel, and in reference
to the Church. We have, besides, His written witness in the Word,
the Book which He has given us. I purpose to-night dwelling for a
few moments, rather by way of suggestion than by way of any exhaustive treatment, upon what God says respecting some of His witnesses.
Our special subject to-day is "The Lord's Witnesses," and it may
be well for us to listen to God whilst He gives us His own estimate
of His witnesses. And first of all we may notice the selection and
preservation of His witnesses. My mind has been directed very largely
in considering and in prayer concerning this subject, to Hebrews xi.,
and the,e, I think, we have the inspired record of what God does think
of those witnesses. As we notice the omissions in the lists, and observe
the names that are included, we shall find that in both respects there
is something to learn. We may notice that there are several groups,
beginning with some whose names have already been mentioned. We
have Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, before the flood; then follow
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Then we have Moses;
and next comes an interesting group, beginning with Rahab, which,
judged from the human standpoint, is both interesting and surprising.
Some of these names we, perhaps, should not have included in the list
of God's faithful witnesses. We might have been led to substitute
such names as the heroic Elijah, Micaiah, Hezekiah, Josiah, and
Daniel, instead of Sarah, and Rahab, and Samson, and Barak, and
J ephtha. But" God seeth not as man seeth." His thoughts are
not our thoughts, nor our ways His ways. He has given us a list
which should encourage the timid and weak and imperfect, and he
has said concerning them "that these all received a good report
through faith "-" Having obtained a good report through faith."
And this testimony is given, notwithstanding those blemishes by
which some of them were rendered very conspicuous. But, concerning
that point, dear friends, if our lives were written as faithfully as theirs,
could we stand the test any better than they, could we excuse ourselves
more completely than they! We thank God, as has been already told
us to-night, that the" scarlet line" of the Precious Blood encircled
Rahab the harlot, as well as Abraham, " the Father of the Faithful."
" The cords of a man and the bands of love" bound them all in " the
bundle of life" with the Lord their God, and so bore witness to their
reconciliation that the renewed heart, moved by the Spirit of God,
3
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could answer as Peter answered, "Thou knowest all things, Thou
knowest that I love Thee." Therefore we have the testimony of God
the Holy Spirit, "these all received a good report through faith." And,
moreover, " they died in faith."
And then we may notice the preservation of the witnesses. Of this
I will only take two instances. We have been more than once reminded
to-day that we are now passing through a dark period of the Church's
history. Perhaps never since the great Evangelical Revival have
things been so gloomy and dark as they appear to be in the present
crisis. But we notice in the history of God's witnesses, as detailed in
this chapter, how, when things were at their worst, God'took care to
preserve His witnesses, and to hand on the testimony through them
when, from the human point of view, everything seemed hopeless.
Take two of the witnesses who are included in this great cloud of which
the Apostle speaks. First, Moses. You remember that at one period
of the history of God's ancient people their whole history turned upon
one life, the life of the little babe Moses, and how the tears shed by him
went to the heart of Pharaoh's daughter. When he could be hidden
no longer, his parents made an ark of bulrushes and he was committed
in that tiny bark to the hungry Nile, and the nation, under the curse
and under the ban of Pharaoh, was saved instrumentally by a tear.
It is deeply interesting to observe that the only safe one to find that
babe was led by God to 'the spot to find him, and when she opened
the ark, " She saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept." Had any
other.hand but the hand of Pharaoh's daughter lifted that little babe
from the ark he must have been thrown again into the Nile! You see
how God preserves His witnesses. Then look at the gentile Rahab.
We are told, in the Book of Joshua, that her house was built upon
the town wall, and she bound the scarlet line in the window. That
line was the token of the precious blood, the token which runs throughout the Word of God from Abel downwards; the token which we
need to bind in the Church's window in the present day more faithfully
than the Church at large does it. "She lived upon the wall," and
" she bound the scarlet line in the window "-but when Israel's trumpet
blasts were sounded "the wall of the city fell down flat "-all except
that one little piece upon which Rahab's house was built. The" scarlet
line" saved both Rahab and her family; she was brought out of the
" City of Destruction," and she" dwelleth in Israel until this day."
Another important fact is revealed in the New Testament respecting
her. Have you ever thought of it 1 She is brought into the genealogy
of our blessed Lord ! You will find her name in the Gospel of St.
Matthew i. Strange is it not 1 What a witness to the grace and to
the sovereignty of God we have in Rahab! There could be no chance
or haphazard concerning the salvation of one who was to be reckoned
amongst our Lord's progeuitors. It is important to remember these
things in these days. Transformed, ennobled by grace, and honoured
by the God of grace, were these witnesses; preserved by Him when
things seemed darkest and gloomiest; made to shine forth in the
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resplendence of His own beauty and comeliness-" made accepted in
the Beloved," "receiving a good report through faith," and handing
on their testimony to those who should come afterwards.
And, then, we are again told in this chapter in the 16th verse, that
" {}od was not ashamed of them." God was" not ashamed to be called
their God." We have already indicated that there were things in
their lives of which they themselves might well have been ashamed.
We have seen how grace covered up and covered over all their unworthiness. "Made comely," says God, with the" comeliness which
I have put" upon them. Every redeemed sinner in this room to-night
is bound to give testimony to the Blood and Righteousness of ChristJesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
1>ly beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
In the same Epistle we are told that Jesus is not ashamed of His
brethren. "He is not ashamed to call them brethren." Sinners such
as we are graciously regarded as the brethren of Him " Who did nothing
amiss!" When Satan points the finger of scorn, and when the world
reproaches, and infirmities and failures and weaknesses overcome us,
let us remember what God thinks of His witnesses-those who, through
grace and faith, rest under the shelter of the Blood. He is not ashamed
of them.
Reference has been made to Balaam's parables, and you may have
noticed that every time Balak takes Balaam to higher eminences to
view the camp of Israel, the blessing increases and intensifies, until
we get to the marvellous blessing of the coming redemption and
emancipation of the whole people of God. Every attempt of the
enemy to injure or reproach Israel is met by reiterated and richer
blessings.
Again, we are told, in the 38th verse, " The world was not worthy"
of these witnesses! That is a strange fact, too, dear friends. The
world does not show favour, as a rule, to God's witnesses, in proportion
to their fidelity and to their steadfastness to the truth. But God says
this of the world's outcasts, and He says it of the weakest and the
feeblest instruments whom He uses to exemplify His grace, and to
carry on His work. This should give courage to the faint, and to the
timid. The reception given to them by the world has been in remarkable contrast. Abel, the first witness, was slain by his brother. Jeremiah
was put in the loathsome pit. Elijah fled for his life. Paul was found
in Nero's dungeon, and John was banished to the island of Patmos.
The martyrs of the Pagan period were thrown to the wild beasts, or
daubed with pitch to make a bonfire. Wickliffe, persecuted in his
life, was not allowed to rest in his death, but his bones were dug up
and burned to ashes. Luther, persecuted throughout his life, bids us
by the magnificence of his work to be of " good courage." Tyndale,
who gave us more fully the Word or God, fulfilling his own purpose
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and design that he would make the Bible as free and as open to the
plough-boy as it was to the king in his palace, was himself, at last,
cast to the flames. I need not mention tbe great roll of other Christian
martyrs. We heard of some of them from Mr. Worsfold this afternoon
"-of the Vaudois of the Alps, and the Bohemian martyrs. We know
something of Cranmer, and Ridley, and Latimer, and Hooper, and the
rest of the Reformation witnesses. We know something of what it is to
be witnesses in the present day; but let us " be of good cheer", remembering what He says Whose witnesses we are, " Be of good comfort,
I have overcome the world;" and though the great red dragon himself
stands ready to devour, what is written concerning that, shall be said
of us, as of the rest, "they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony." "Disowned of men, but owned
and loved of God." How graphic is the inspired description, "They
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; others were tortured
not accepting deliverance; others had trials of cruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonment, they were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were tempted, they were slain
with the sword, being destitute, afflicted, tormented, of WHOM THE
WORLD WAS NOT WORTHY!" They all lived "a life of faith, they
received a good report through faith, they died in faith." They were
saved through faith in the Precious Blood, and they lived a heaveuly
life of faith, the faith which is God's gift, for" By grace are ye saved,
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." That
is the great need of the present day. Some of us may have read of the
water-spider, living down deep under the water. Naturalists who
have made researches as to how it sustains its life have told us that
before penetrating below the surface of the water it has the capacity
to take with it a bubble of air when it goes down to the bottom of
the pond or pooL It then draws over itself the weeds, and deposits
a part of this bubble, and ascends to the surface again, and fetches
down more air. Thus, in time, it builds a little palace, in which it
rears its family down below there in the waters, on pillows of air,
thriving in an element with which it has nothing in co=on. It is
one of those things of which Solomon speaks, " There be four things
which are little upon earth, but they are exceeding wise." "The
spider," he says, " taketh hold with her hands, and is in king's palaces."
That is, dear friends, how we must bear testimony in the present day
-" dwelling in the King's palace;" ascending for the grace of the
Spirit of God, and bringing down with US the heavenly air, by which
alone we can thrive, and through which alone we can bear faithful
witness, in this our day and generation. Those of whom we have
read in this present chapter, " received not the promises, God having
provided, reserved, foreseen, some better thing for us," that they
" apart from us should not be made perfect." They wait until we,
and those who shall follow, have filled up the measure of Testimony
to God and His Truth.
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ARE YOU READY 1
My first word to you at the opening of the New Year is one of hearty
greeting. May all young friends have a truly happy New Year. For
the most part you live in the Homeland, but some of you are in lands
as far distant as Australia and New Zealand. To each and all of you
I send warmest greetings.
A very familiar little question forms our title this time. No doubt
you have asked the question yourselves, and have been asked it by
others, dozens of times.
To-day will you look with me into the Scriptures, and notice the
word ready used in many interesting connections 1 Twice it occurs
in the Old Testament in connection with the Lord's readiness to forgive
those who have sinned against Him. Nehemiah said, "Thou art a
God ready to pardon" (Neh. ix. 17), and the Psalmist said, "Thou,
Lord, art good and ready to forgive" (Psalm lxxxvi. 5). Oh! what
encouragement there is here for those of my young readers who have
been taught by the Holy Spirit their lost and ruined condition! The
Lord Jesus Christ has given Himself a ransom for the sins of all who
shall ever believe in Him. And for His sake, the Lord is indeed ready
to pardon.
The word ready is also used in connection with believers. The
people at Berea were said to be "more noble than those in Thessalonica in that they received the word with all readiness of mind"
(Acts xvii. 11). Are you ready to do the same 1 It makes all the
difference in your reading jf you are ready to receive the Word of
Life. The words come with power to the soul, sometimes cheering,
sometimes convicting us of failure, sometimes helping and giving
courage to go forward. Much, very much, depends on being ready.
The Apostle Paul, writing to Titus, told him to put his hearers in
mind to be ready to every good work (Titus iii. 1). This would include
the whole life of the believer, who should, like the Lord Jesus did,
go " about doing good." Timothy was told to urge the rich amongst
his congregation to be ready to distribute (1 Tim. vi. 18), thus teaching
us to be ready to show kindness to others.
This thought of being ready for every event seems to have been
much in the mind of the Apostle Paul. We find his declaring on one
occasion, " I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts xxi. 13). And many years
afterwards, when writing to Timothy, he said, "I am now ready to
be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand" (2 Tim. iv. 6).
How' blessed it is to have the assurance concerning dear departed ones
that they were ready when the call came!
In the parable of the ten vi<:gins we read, "They that were ready
went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut" (Matt. xxv.
10). You will remember also that when the Lord Jesus was speaking

,
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to His disciples about His glorious return to this earth, He said, " Therefore be ye also ready" (Matt. xxiv. 44).
Are you ready for His coming 1 Some years ago, I was speaking
at my Mothers' Meeting about the coming of the Lord, and was rather
startled by an old woman present interrupting me by saying, "I hope
I shall be ready when Jesus comes." My reply was, " Oh, yes, Mrs.
Williams, you will be ready, for all who are trusting for salvation in
the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ are ready for His coming! "
E. A. IT.

(
I

CHRIST'S DEATH FOR A PEOPLE GIVEN TO mM.
THERE is a considerable number of the sayings of Jesus which bring
out, with unmistakeable precision, the efficacious character of the
atonement, or that the death of Christ had a special reference to a
people given to Him. The redemptive efficacy of His death is
described as taking effect within a given circle, and as bearing upon a
given company of persons. What is that circle, or who are the
parties described as participating in the fruits of Christ's death 1 The
Lord's sayings on this point are so express, that we are not left in any
doubt whether the atonement was offered specially for the persons who
receive the benefit of His death. He indicates that they for whom it
was offered and accepted, were the persons who had been given to Him,
and to whom He had united Himself in the eternal Covenant.-(The
Doctrine of the Atonement as taught by Ohrist Himself, by Professor
George Smeaton, pp. 312, 313.)
IF God should enter into judgment with us, none are able to stand
before His face; neither any of His sainta may be found just, neither
St. John Baptist, St. Peter, nor St. Paul, no, nor the mother of our
Saviour Christ herself is not just, if she should be judged after the rigour
of the law. For all are, and must be, justified by the justification of
our Saviour Christ; and so we must be justified, and not through our
own well-doings, but our justice standeth in this, that our unrighteousness is forgiven us through the righteousness of Christ, for if we believe
in Him, then are we made righteous. For He fulfilled the law and
afterwards granted the same to be ours, if we believe that His fulfilling
is our fulfilling; for St. Paul saith, " He hath not spared His own Son,
but hath given Him for us; and how then may it be, but we should
have all things with Him 1" Therefore it must needs follow, that
when He gave us His only Son, He gave us also His righteousneBB,
and His fulfilling of the law. So it appeareth that we are justified
by the free gift of God, and not of ourselves, nor by our merits; but
the righteousness of Christ is accounted to be our righteousness, and
through the same we obtain everlasting life, and not through our own
doings; for, as I said before, if God should enter into judgment with
us, we should be damned.-Bishop Latimer.
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THE LATE REV. DAVID BARON.
THE name of David Baron will be well known to many of our readers,
and we feel sure that they will be glad that some notice should be
taken in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of the life, work, and
Home-call of this eminent and devoted servant of God. We ourselves
have known and loved him for over thirty years, though it was only
now and again that we had the privilege of seeing, hearing, and
conversing with him.
We first saw and heard him in Stafford, when he gave a very helpful
exposition of the thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel.
Later, we heard him very helpfully and fully expounding the opening
verses of the ninth of Romans at a meeting held in Bath.
On October 2nd, 1906, we listened to a beautiful address which he
gave, on "Waiting upon God," at the Clifton Conference, convened
by our beloved and greatly-esteemed friend the late Rev. James
Ormiston. That address we hope to print either in this or the next
issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
On several occasions we were associated as speakers together at
meetings in London in connection with the prophecies of Scripture.
On two occasions we had the privilege of speaking at the Annual
Meeting of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel, of which Mr.
Baron was the director.
We last saw him in March, 1926, at a meeting in London, when he
delivered an able address on the latter part of the eleventh chapter
of the Epistle to the Romans.
The news of his death came to us as a great shock. He" passed
into the presence of the King of kings on Oct. 28th, after a brief
illness." Pleurisy followed by pneumonia was the immediate cause
of his removal.
According to a contemporary, Mr. Baron was born in Russia 71
years ago. He was a Jew, and was brought up under strict Rabinnical
influence. Eventually he came to England. Later he was brought
into full spiritual light and liberty, and then he desired to be a witness
to his own Hebrew race of the saving truths of the Gospel. After
a period of study in Harley College, East London, under the late Dr.
H. Grattan Guinness, Senior, he began his career as a missionary
to Jews. At first he laboured in connection with the Mildmay Mission
to the Jews.
Later, in conjunction with the late Mr. C. A. Schonberger, he founded
the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel in the year 1893. During
all these years he has earnestly sought to bear testimony to the people
of Israel concerning the great and saving truths of the Gospel. The
aim of the mission was, to use Mr. Baron's own words, " to bear witness
for Christ to the Jewish people in all the lands of their dispersion,
in order, by the preaching of the Gospel, to call out the 'Remnant
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according to the election of grace,' and to prepare the nation for the
time when 'the Redeemer shall come out of Zion,' and 'all Israel
shall be saved.' Its Headquarters are at 189, Whitechapel Road, in
the principal East End thoroughfare of London. Othcr ccntres where
its missionarics labour arc Berlin, Budapest, Paris, and Palestine.
Writing of the charactcr of the Mission, Mr. Baron says, " All ,,;'ho
are loyal to thc Bible as the Word of God; all who, in these days of
failure and declension, cling to the grand old Protestant evangelical
doctrines; all who out of a pure heart, and in sincerity, call Jesus,
Lord, and seck to do the will of our Father in heaven, arc our brothers
and sisters. We know of only one Church, ' the assembly of the firstborn, enrolled in the heavens.' "
ill' In carrying on the work of the mission, Mr. Baron avoided all
advertising and all appeal to the world for funds. "The workers and
the work," he wrote, "dcpend entirely on the free-will offerings of
the Lord's people. No one is personally appealed to for money, and
all worldly means for raising funds are avoided, as being unworthy of
the Cause of our great Master, Jesus Christ. Our trust is in the living
and ever blessed God, Whose is the silver and the gold, and in Whose
hands are thc hearts of His Own dear children, to incline and dispose
them to. do that which is pleasing in His sight."
God greatly honoured his faith, and though the amount now needcd
annually for the work is about £8,000, the Lord has never failed to
supply its needs. Mr. Baron had very delicate health, and he occasionally had to winter abroad, but despite his weakness of body, the Lord
enablcd him to do a great work. Besides attending to the great work
of superintending the mission, he was a prolific writer of valuable
expositions of the Word of God.
Amongst the volume which he wrote are The Servant of Jehovah
(3s. 6d.); Types, Psalms, and Prophecies (6s.), The Visions and
Prophecies of Zechariah (7s. 6d.), The History of the Ten' Lost' Tribes
and A1lf}lo-lsraelism Examined (2s.).
This last work is an able refutation of the Anglo-Israel theory.
The work on Zechariah is a most valuable exposition of Z€chariah's
prophecy.
Mr. Baron was a remarkably able and impressive expositor of the
Word of God.
His quarterly magazine, The Scattered Nation, is a most valuable
publication. In fact, if he had done nothing else than write his books,
and edit his magazine, the Church of God would have bcen greatly
indebted to him as a weak instrument whom the Lord had chosen to
do grcat things.
Now his work on earth is done, and he is present with the Lord
Whom he loved and served.
Pastor James Stephens, of Highgate Road Chapel, London, who
had known him for forty-five years, conducted the first part of the
funeral service. We feel we have lost an affectionate friend, and that
the Church of God is distinctly the poorer by his .removal from our
midst.
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Our tender sympathy goes out to his dear wife, who devotedly
assisted him in all his labours.
His many books can be obtained from The Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel, " En-Hakkore," Chester Road, Northwood, Middlesex,
or from Morgan & Scott's, London, E.C.4.
THE LATE MRS. W. PREBBLE.
THE warm and tender sympathy of our readers will be felt for Mr.
W. Prebble and his family in the great loss which they have sustained
by the death of Mrs. Prebble, on Friday, Nov. 26th.
Mr. Prebble writes, " I deeply regret to inform you that the Lord
has seen fit to take to Himself the redeemed spirit of my dear wife .
. . . We had enjoyed forty-three years of married life, so that the
wrench is keenly felt. May the Lord give supporting grace, and enable
us to bow in submission to His will, in this, and all· His dealings with
UB."

Mr. Prebble is one of the esteemed trustees of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
as well as a member of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's Committee. We have often met his dear wife, and have much appreciated
the quietude, humility, sympathy, and affection of her character.
We pray that the Lord Himself, " the God of all comfort," may indeed
comfort and support the bereaved husband and family in this heavy
sorrow. When" every earthly prop gives way," He is still the hope
and stay of His redeemed people, and nothing can separate them
from His everlasting love.
THE LATE MRS. J. D. COLBRAN.
THE Lord's hand has been specially heavy upon us in the closing
part of the year 1926. Our In Memoriam notices are consequently
very numerous. Scarcely had we recovered from the shock of lIirs.
Prebble's death than another letter, dated December 1st, reached us
saying, "Mrs. Colbran, London, with whom I think you stayed a
few years ago, died last week."
.
Mrs. Colbran was a sister of the late Mrs. J. E. Hazelton. She and
her dear husband kindly entertained us for the night on the occasion
of the opening of the J. E. Hazelton Memorial at the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society's Home, at Hornsea Rise, on July 20th last. Now the
Lord has· seen fit to remove her to her heavenly Home. Her dear
husband is a highly-esteemed and godly member of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society's Committee. Often we have enjoyed conversations
with him over the Word of God. We earnestly pray that the solace
which that Word gives to mourning hearts may be abundantly his.
Heaven is the richer for these many removals, but earth is the
poorer, and we who record these sorrows feel them keenly, and weep
with them that weep. .
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THE LATE REV. J. J. BEDDOW.
IT was a great shock to us to receive a card from Mrs. Beddow saying,
" My dear husband passed away yesterday, Saturday (Nov. 13th last),
at a nursing home." We have known Mr. Beddow for a great number
of years. "Beddow of Hull" were words often in our minds and on
our lips; for there, as Vicar of Drypool, he laboured for twenty-eight
years. Though we only met occasionally, we gradually got to know
each other, and to value each other's friendship. Once we stayed
in the same house together at Clifton, when we were both speakers
at the Clifton Conference. Occasionally we corresponded. Frequently
he wrote letters to the English Churchman. On one occasion he carried
on an able correspondence anonymously for many weeks on prophetic
subjects, and he informed us privately that he was the author of the
letters.
He was one of the few clergymen in the Church of England who held
the old Evangelical truths, and who took a faithful stand against
Sacerdotalism. He was one of the Vice-presidents of the Sovereign
Grace Union, and therefore he held those great doctrines of grace
which marked the testimony of such great Evangelical witnesses as
Toplady, Berridge, and Romaine.
Mr. Beddow resigned his living in Hull in the year 1914. After a
brief visit to South Africa, and a short ministry at Lewes in Sussex,
he became in 1919 Association Secretary of the Trinitarian Bible
Society. The Secretary of that Society (Rev. F. Cecil Lovely, RA.)
says of Mr. Beddow, " His consistent Christian life and his exposition
of God's Truth were much appreciated and valued by those who loved
the Word of God, and he gradually won his way into the affections of
all the auxiliaries and friends where he went on deput~tion work, and
was the means in God's hands of establishing many in the Truth.
To know him and his sterling worth was to love him, and the Trinitarian
Bible Society has lost a valued friend and helper in the work. We
know that he is with Him Whom he loved so well and served so
faithfully."
Shortly before his death Mr. Beddow, writing t<l a friend, said,
"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."

The funeral took place at Spring Bank Cemetery, Hull, on November
17th. The Rev. F. Cecil Lovely, B.A., Secretary of the Trinitarian
Bible Society, conducted the service. The Rev. F. W. Davis, RA.,
of Walker Memorial Church, Cheltenham, read the lesson, and the Rev.
M. Smith, of Hull, offered prayer at the grave. Mr. Lovely gave an
address on the words" Death is swallowed up in victory." There was
a very large gathering of friends and relatives at the service. Our
very tender and prayerful sympathy goes out to his sorrowing widow
in this sore and heavy trial. Yet how unspeakably comforting it is to
know that He is with Him in Whose presence is fulness of joy, and at
Whose right hands are pleasures for evermore.
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THE LATE REV. F. W. DAVIS, B.A.
MR. DAVIS had for some years been the Curate of the Rev. J. J.
Beddow, at Drypool, Hull, whose death we have sorrowfully recorded
on another page. He travelled to Hull to attend the funeral of his
late- Vicar, and read the appointed lesson at th" service. Before
returning home to Cheltenham, it was arranged that Mr. Davis should
send an obituary notice of Mr. Beddow both to the Enghsh Churchman
and to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The Lord, however, in His mysterious
providence ruled otherwise. While returning to Cheltenham from
the funeral of Mr. Beddow, Mr. Davis was one of the nine passengers
who were killed in the terrible railway accident near Rotherham on
Nov. 19th.
Mr. Davis was only 46 years of age. He was the son of the late
higWy esteemed and well-known Rev. Thomas Davis, Vicar of St.
John's, Harborne, Birmingham. For many yesTs he has ministered
as Pastor with much acceptance to the congregation assembling at
the Walker Memorial Undenominational Church at Cheltenham. We
knew his father well and have often spoken with him at the Clifton
and Tewkesbury Conferences.
We only met Mr. Davis, Junior, once. In February, 1925, we were
both speakers at St. Luke's Congregational tea and meeting, at
Leamington, presided over by the esteemed Incumbent, the Rev.
H. R. H. Hill. Our contact with Mr. Davis on that occasion led us to
the conclusion that he was a godly and deeply spiritually-minded
man of God. Mr. Davis was greatly beloved by his sorrowmg congregation and many were unable to get admission to his Church on the
occasion of the funeral service. Our tender sympathy is extended
to his sisters, and to the fiock to whom he lovingly ministered. We
can but humbly and meekly bow to the providence of God which
has so unexpectedly removed him and others from our midst.
" As for God, His way is perfect: the word of the Lord is tried:
He is a buckler to all those that ~rust in Him" (Psalm xviii. 30).
This was the last text from which Mr. Davis preached.
Tms is the character of God in Christ. His wrath is turned away
from His people. For what reason 1 Are they not sinners even as
others 1 Yes, but He is well pleased with them for Christ's righteousness' sake, through Whom He has forgiven their iniquity, and has
covered all their sin.-W. Romaine.
THE LORD'S PORTION IS HIs PEoPLE."-Deut. xxxii. 9. How are
they His 1 By His Own Sovereign choice. He chose them, and set
His love upon them. This He did altogether apart from any goodness
in them at the time, or any goodness which He foresaw in them. He
had mercy on whom He would have mercy, and ordained a chosen
company unto eternal life; thus, therefore, are they His by His
unconstrained election.-Spurgeon's Morning by Morning for Nov. 15.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the beginning of a New Year we would praise the
Lord for all His goodness to us in the past in laying it upon the hearts
of friends to help us to continue our labours to spread the unsearchable
riches of Christ among our soldiers and sailors. In addition to the
magazines and books sent forth it has been our joy to be able to send
out Bibles, Testaments, and a number of the Marked Testaments
which have been highly valued by many of the young men of both
services. We want in this new year to press forward, for there is a
great demand for literature on sea and land. The times call for faithful work. Never perhaps was the Gospel of Christ in all its simplicity
more needed than now, when every error and delusion is broadcasted
on every side. A lady worker writes to say how much she appreciates
our literature, and that it is just the sort they need for the sailors.
We shall value the continued kind help of our friends. Wishing the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE much blessing.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street,
Totterdown, Bristol, December, 1926.
1IJrtlte~tant

]Beacon.

PROTESTANT CLERGY AND THE PRAYER-BOOK.
AN organization, consisting entirely of incumbents of the Church of
England, and entitled the" Protestant Parsons' Pilgrimage," has been
formed for the purpose of bringing before the laity throughout the
country the perils which, the members believe, would arise from the
proposed revision of the Prayer-book. Arrangements have been made
by this body to hold a series of meetings in the large cities between
the middle of January and the end of February, concluding with a
demonstration in the Albert Hall.
The Hon. Secretaries (the Rev. G. Denyer, Rector of High Roding,
Dunmow, Essex, and the Rev. F. M. Cundy, Vicar of New Ferry,
Birkenhead) stated yesterday that the organization includes hundreds
of incumbents who are opposed to what they regard as an effort to
change the doctrine of the Church of England, because they were
admitted into the Church and appointed to their benefices on the
basis of a definite oath to the Prayer-book and the Thirty-nine Articles.
They believe that the present crisis is the greatest since the Reformation, and that, while the clergy know what it means, three-fourths of
the laity have not grasped the situation. As incumbents, they feel
that if revision of the Prayer-book takes place as proposed, their_first

...
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difficulty will be to know where they stand with reference to the
contract which they have made by oath. In their opinion, the proposed
offer of alternatives is qnite untenable in the Church of England,
because it implies that the Church does not know what she believes.
:Mr. Cundy stated that at bedrock the question was really that of
transubstantiation, and the attempt to bring it back. The questions
of Mass vestments and prayers for the dead followed naturally.-The
Times. Oct. 28, 1926.
[N.B. The date of the above meetings is now changed from
Feb. 7th to Feb. 28th (D.V.).-ED.]
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY
THE Committee are grateful to the Lord for the continued assistance
which reaches them through various channels.
Several inmates have been received into our Homes during the
past month for which they are most grateful. In some cases they
were in dire need of such a Home, and the quiet and restfulness are
much appreciated.
The New Year is a time of looking backward and looking forward:
backward in gratitude and forward in hope. For mercies past, how
fitting to offer unto the Lord a thankoffering, and what better form
can this take than by contributing to the comfort and help of His
aged people to whom the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society ministers?
The Secretary will gladly send boxes or cards to any friend willing
to assist.

WIPING THE REFORMATION OFF THE STATUTE BOOK. By Michael
J. F. McCarthy. Pp. 16. Price 3d. (Protestant Truth Society,
3 and 4 St. Paul's Churchyard, London, KC.4o.)
This is a splendid exposure of the real meaning of the Roman
Catholic Relief Bill and also of the alternative Prayer Book Measure.
They constitute a " two-headed movement for wiping out the Reformation from the Statute-book of the British Parliament and from the
Service-book of the Church of England."
We have also received from the Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4
St. Paul's Churchyard, KC.4o., two choicely-got-up and helpful booklets
entitled, "Crumbs of Comfort," by the Rev. Samuel Levermore.
The first is " He Knoweth," and the second is entitled" The Mystery
of Suffering." The price is 3d. each, postage id.
We have received a nicely bound copy of The Gospel Echo. It
consists of the monthly issues of that little magazine for the year 1926.
There is much that is excellent in its pages, but we do not endorse
every expression used by the writers. The price is 1/- and it is
published by Mr. Clement Wileman, 5 and 7 Redcross Street, KC.I.
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My PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES. By J. A. Kensit. Pp. 64. Price 1/net. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4 St. Paul's Churchyard,
London, E.C.4.)
Lourdes is a small town to the extreme south of France, over 530
fuiles from Paris. To this town, from 300,000 to 600,000 Roman
Catholics go on pilgrimage every year. Here in the year 1858 the
Virgin Mary is supposed to have appeared. A great image of the
Virgin has been erected in the grotto at Lourdes for the thousands
who resort to this shrine. Priests ascend a stone pulpit to the right
of the image and cry out, "Mary, we love thee," "Mary, thou art
our only hope," "Powerful Virgin, save our sick," and the pilgrims
repeat these words after them.
These cries go on for hours. The sick pilgrims are bathed in the
bath houses while priest and people cry, " Virgin most powerful with
God pray for us. Virgin most merciful, pray for us. Gate of Salvation, pray for us."
After the bathing" the sick are taken back to the grotto to continue
their devotions before the Mary image, and are then wheeled away
to their beds." "Even the reported number of cures," however, "is
infinitesimal."
Every afternoon the reserved wafer described as "the Prisoner of
the Tabernacle" is carried round in procession. If there is delay
the common expression is " The good God has not yet arrived." Here
we see the awful idolatry involved in Reservation-a practice which
it is proposed to legalize in the Church of England.
Mr. Kensit says, "On the day when we saw this procession, July
13th, 1926, there was no cure, but one of the sick, within a very few
minutes of the passing of the Host, died."
This little volume faithfully exposes the idolatry, Mariolatry, and
supersititions connected with pilgrimages to Lourdes, and should
open the eyes of many to the evils of the Romeward movement in
the Church of England.
MARY: A TALE FOR THE MOTHER-HEARTED. By Fay Inchfawn.
Pp. 64. Price 1/- net. (Ward, Lock and Co., Limited, Salisbury
Square, London, E.CA.)
This tale for the mother-hearted is really the story of the Virgin
Mary as recorded in the New Testament. Having read it through
we feel that we would much rather have the narrative as it is told
in the inspired Word than as it is told by this no doubt gifted authoress.
The writer in our view draws on her imagination unduly, and makes
additions of her own to the narrative which are calculated to mislead
those who are not fully acquainted with the Scripture record.
There is grave danger in adding to or diminishing from the sacred
records of the inspired Scriptures. We cannot improve upon the
testimony of the Holy Ghost.
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FRIENDLY TALKS WITH OUR THINKING YOUNG PEOPLE.

No. 3. Our English Bible and How we got it.
No. 4. Two Brave Englishmen.
No. 5. A simple Talk about the Holy Communion.
No. 6. A Royal Invitation.
No. 7. Pray to the Virgin Mary!-Surely Not.
Price Id. each. (Church Association, 13 and 14 Buckingham
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.) All these booklets are by the
Rev. F. G. Llewellin, M.A., B.D.
On reading numbers 3, 4, and 7 we felt we could rightly speak of
thcm as very good. They indicate much thought and careful reading
and are very suitable for thinking young people.
No. 6, however, calls for some friendly criticism. It seems to us
that pages 2 and 3 need to be reconsidered. Thcy do not seem to us,
if we understand them aright, to be scriptural. The writer opens hy
telling us that a royal invitation to Buckingham Palace was issued
after the great war to all those who had won the Victoria Cross. The
condition of entrance into the royal presence was the possession of
the medal. The writer proceeds to say that" a royal invitation has
been sent to you . . . you are invited into the presence of the King
of kings, and His invitation runs thus: 'Come unto Me.' He also
says, 'Learn of Me' (Matt. xi. 28-30). The one condition in this
case is not the possession of a medal, but of a cleansed heart."
Then he says lower down, " We are sinners, whom God cannot
receive in our present state." The teaching suggested is that no one
is eligible to come to Christ until he has first obtained " a cleansed
heart." In our present state as sinners, God cannot receive us, is the
thought suggested. But surely there is no cleansing at all until we
do come to God by faith in Christ. It is as sinners needing cleansing
that we draw near to the King of kings, and seek His forgiving mercy
through the precious blood of Christ. It is the wicked man who
forsakes his way and his thoughts who is invited to return unto the
Lord, Who will then abundantly pardon him (Isaiah Iv. 7).
Of Christ it was rightly said, "This man receiveth sinners," not
those who have first obtained "a cleansed heart." Toplady's Rock
of Ages well illustrates this point. When we approach the Saviour
we approach Him, naked, helpless, and foul. In other words we come
to Him just as we are. We wait not to rid our souls of one dark blot,
but we come to Him, Whose blood can cleanse each spot, just as we
are. It was thus the prodigal returned to his father.
.
On page 4 the writer says, " This forgiveness places me in such a
position that God the heavenly Father can and does receive me."
The writer may not mean what the words imply, but, together with
the language of page 2, they suggest that God does not receive His
people until after they are forgiven, whereas surely He welcomes the
believing sinner into His presence just as he is, and there and then
bestows His forgiving mercy.
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No. 5 of the "Friendly Taiks" seems to teach the same peculiar
doctrine (page 7). It says, "If I want an audience with His Majesty
the King, I need to be a person of character, and I need an introduction. If I desire to see the King of kings I need a character (Ephes.
i. 7, forgiveness and cleansing), and I then have my introduction (or
access) through Jesus Christ the Saviour (Rom. v. 2). Then, and not
before, may I offer the spiritual sacrifice."
But surely the very object of drawing near to the throne of grace,
on which sits the King of kings, is that we may obtain mercy or forgiveness and cleansing (Heb. iv. 16). The writer, however, suggests
and teaches that we must first obtain forgiveness and cleansing, a·nd
then, and not till then, can we have access to God. . All this seems to us
to be strange, novel, and unscriptural.
THE BELLS OF RAPPA. By J. M. Rippon. Price 2/6. Pp. 139.
(Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4 St. Paul's Churchyard, London,
E.C.4.)
This is a very thrilling and interesting story. We are informed
that it is "based on actual events in Southern Italy during recent
months." It deals with Protestant Evangelical work in the town of
Rappa in Italy. It records how an English minister settled there,
and, together with an Italian minister, held Gospel meetings. Their
labours were much blessed of God. Then persecution, led by the
Romish priest, was commenced, and those who bravely continued to
hear the Gospel were terribly boycotted. In the end, the hall was
closed through the bitter action of the priest. In spite of opposition,
however, the work went on. We warmly commend the book.
FELLOWSHIP WITH THE KING. By the late Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
Price 2d. postage id. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.CA.)
This is a sermon by our late dear friend Mr. Hazelton. It is reprinted
from the Gospel Standard, April, 1926. We do not wonder that
it is reprinted. It is a beautiful sermon, rich in spiritual experimental
teaching. Mr. Hazelton speaks fragrantly of the things he has been
taught, "touching the King."

IMPORTANT NOTICE.-CHANGE OF ADDRESS OF THE
" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" OFFICE.
On and after January 1st, 1927, the address of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
office will (n.v.) be 23, Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.
The publisher (Mr. B. S. Taylor) will be glad to receive subscriptions
and donations at this new address.

•

,

