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DIVINE ABILITY.
" Now unto Him that is able to do exoeeding abundantly above all
that we ask 01' think, aoo01'ding to the power that W01'keth in us,
unto Him be glory in the Churoh by CHRIST JESUS throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen."-EpHESIANS iii. 20, 21.

HERE is a blessed assurance peculiarly suited to the members of
the LORD'S family as they go forth into a new year. They have
a GOD Whose power to supply their needs during the year 1928 is
unlimited. There is nothing too hard for Him to do. The members
of His family will still be poor and needy. They can never be
independent of Him. They will need still to cry unto Him to
bestow upon. them daily and manifold blessings. Under such
circumstances they are assured drat He is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that they ask or think. Divine ability is
the prominent thought in the passage selected for our meditation.
1. First, notice that He is able to do all that His people ask 01' think.
Our LORD says to His .people, " Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you."
He goes on to say, "Every one that asketh receiveth." What
encouragement there is here! A member of the LoRD'S family
may be poor and insignificant, but he is not excluded from the
privilege of asking, nor is he shut out from the promise that" every
one that asketh receiveth."
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Sometimes two members of the LORD'S family may desire to
ask together for some blessing. Well," If two 0/ you shall agree
on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them of My FATHER which is in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst
of them" (Matt. vii. 7, 8; xviii. 19, 20). Here is encouragement
for sm~ll gatherings of the LORD'S people. The LORD is in the
midst of even two, and He promises that the things which they
agree to' ask shall be done. Their FATHER is able to grant their
petitions:, "Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full "
(John xvi. 24). Your heavenly FATHER is able to do all that ye
ask or think. He will notice your thoughts as well as your words.
All your desires are before Him. If we ask of GOD, and ask in
faith, and~ according to His will, all our petitions will be granted.
2. Se<XYIully, the LORD is able to do above all that we ask or think.
Sometimes we are afraid to ask Him for large blessings, and \re
confine ourselves to petitions for small displays of His power.
But He is ~ble to do above all that we ask or think. He is able to
bestow mor,e than we ask or think. He sometimes surprises us
with larger blessings than we sought for. Jacob said to Joseph,
" I had not thought to see thy face: and, 10, GOD hath showed
me also thy seed" (Gen. xlviii. 11). Jacob had given up all hope
of seeing J oseph. He thought he had been rent in pieces by wild
beasts. Thus the thought had never entered into his mind that he
would see J oseph again on earth. But GOD showed that He was
able to do above all that Jacob thought, and he found by blessed
experience that GOD not only allowed him to see J oseph's face,
but also the faces of J oseph's _children.
GOD is able to bestow unthought of and unasked for blessings
upon His people. Even an earthly father will often prepare
surprises for His children. How much more will our heavenly
FATHER surprise us with blessings beyond those we have asked for,
or thought of. Let us remember that this is true of temporal as
well as spiritual blessings. As long as we are in the body we need
food to eat and raiment to put on, and we need an earthly dwelling
place. Our GOD is not niggardly in His mercies. Though He
promises that "bread shall be given" and that "waters shall be
sure," this does not necessarily mean dry bread. The LoRD is
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able to supply luxuries for His people, and an abundance of good and
nourishing food.
3. Thirdly, the LORD is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think.
He has promised that "everyone that asketh receiveth," but
" He is able to do ahove all that we ask" Nay, He is "able to
do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think." This
surely teaches us what a wealth of spiritual and temporal blessings
the LORD is able to bestow upon His people. "The earth is the
LORD'S and the fulness thereof," and out of the fulness of the earth
He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that His people
ask or think. You want ten pounds, but the LORD can give you
a hundred, or even a thousand, and if it is good for you, He will
give you far more than you have thought of receiving at His hands.
He will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by
CHRIST JESUS, not according to His poverty, but "according to
His riches."
If you feel your need of large blessings, do not be afraid to ask
for them. Your GOD and FATHER is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that you have asked or thought.
4. Fourthly, notice that He is able to do all this according to the
power that worketh in us.
What is the power which worketh in GOD'S people ~ It is the
power of, GoD Himself. " It is GOD which worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phi!. ii. 13). It is the Almighty
GOD which worketh in you, the GOD Who made heaven and earth.
He is able then to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to His almighty power. That is to say,
there is nothing He cannot do for us. With Him all things are
possible. Nothing is impossible with Him. .Nothing is too hard
or too difficult for Him to accomplish. He is able. to feed and to
clothe His family. He is able to furnish the houses in which they
live. He is able to pay the rent due to the landlord.· He is able
to pay the heavy rates which are imposed by the authorities. He
is able to meet the cost of repairs. He is able to meet the extraordinary expenses to which His people are liable. He is able to
find employment for His people. There is nothing He is not able
to do. "Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven
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and earth" (Psa.. CXXl,V. 8). We believe in GOD, the FATHER.
ALMIGHTY.
5. Lastly., we need to ascribe glory to tlte GOD Wlio is able to do such
great things for His people.
"Now unto Him . . . be glory in the Church by CHRIST JESUS
throughout all ages, world without end."
Unto Him be glory now. We' have reason to glorify His name
this very moment for the blessings which we new enjoy. We have
reason to glorify Him for all-the mercies of the past year. We shall
hav;e reason to glorify Him all through eternity. A sense of His
mercies will grow upen us, and unto all the generations of the age
9f the ages we shall have cause to glorify His name~ This ascription
of glory should characterize the whole Church of GOD. "Unto
Him be glory in the Church." Let every member of the Church
give Him glory. " Unto Him be glory in the Church and in CHRIST
J'ESUS" (R.V.). In union with CHRIST and thraugh CHRIST let
glory be given to the LoRD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
We can only dra.w nigh to GoD to glorify Him if we are in· living
union with CHRIST. The dead in sin cannot ascribe glory to IEm.
Moreover, it is only through CHRIST, through His blood and righteousness, that we can engage in this exercise of praise to the GOD
of all grace.
And what abundant cause we have to ascribe glory to our GOD.
", Of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to
Whom be glory for ever" (Rom. xi. 36).
Are we numbered amongst His people 1 It is no credit to us.
He elected us. Are we His childr.en 1 We owe it to His predestinating grace. He chose us in CH-RIST and predestinated us unto the
adoption, of children by JESUS CHRIST, accor.ding to the good
pleasure: of His will, "to' the' praise, of the glory of His grace"
(Ephes. i. 4-6).
Was' His SON sent in the fulness of time to redeem us 1 The
glory is'due to Him. "Glory to GoD' in the highest." Have we
experienced His regenerating power 1 To Him be the glory. Are
we kept, by His power 1 To Him be the glory. "The LORD shall
deliver me' from ev;eEy evil work, and will preserve me unto His
heavenly kingdom, to' Whom be glory for ever and ever" (2' Tim. iv.
18)~ Are we continually indebted to His providential mercies 1
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To Him be the glory! Are we washed from our sins ~ To Him be
glory. Have we bodily, mental and spiritual powers ~ "What
hast thou that thou didst not receive ~ Now if thou didst receive
it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not received it 1 "
(1 Co. iv. 7). To Him must be the glory. Have special favours
been shown to us ~ To Him be the glory. 'We need to ascribe
glory to· GOD for His power, His wisdom, His love and His mercy.
We need to gleri£y Him for :His everlasting love, His electing
mercy and His redeeming', regenerating, and pfOividential grace.
,:Ve need to' glorify Him for the sure prospect of eternal glory
thraugh the blood of the LAMB.
Alli the angels round about the throne of GOD in heaven, say,
Blessing, and glory and wisdom, and thanksgiving', and honour,
and power, and' might, be' unto our GOD for ever and ever" (Rev.
vii. 12).
There will come a day when, wi.llingly or unwillingly, every
creature in heaven, on the earth and under the earth, and such as
are' in the sea, will be heard saying, "Blessing, and honolU, and
glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the LAMB for ever and ev.er" (Rev. v. 13.).
May we; dear readers, be' enabled to glory enIy in the I.ORD.
May all self-glorification be cast aside. May thoughts (!)f pride and
vanity have no place in our hearts. 'We are debtors to mercy
albne. We have no ground of boasting whatever. By the grace of
GOD we are what we are. To Him then be the gtory. To Him be
the glory now. 'Fo Him be the glory always.
H

" This GOD is the GOD we Jtdore,
Our faithful, unchangeable FRIEND;
\Vhose love is as large as His, power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
'Tis JESUS the First and the Last,
Whose SPIRIT shall guide us' safe home.
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
(Hart).
THE EDI'F0R

Whitington V icantge,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lyn11.

(Tlwmas Houghto7'D).
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A NEW YEAR'S PRAYER.
"Grace be with you all.

Arnen."-HEBREWS xiii. 25.

THE readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are scattered all over the
earth. Naturally we have never seen a large number of them, but
believing them to be members of the Lord's family, our heart goes
out to them in Christian affection. Every Monday morning we
pray for them all, that the Lord may enable them to shine as lights.
amid the darkness around them, and that He may make them
mighty influences for good in their own neighbourhood. We sometimes pray also that they may use their influence to induce other
to become subscribers to the Magazine, so that its power for blessing
may be more far-reaching.
We scarcely ever visit other parts of England to address meetings,
but we come across some readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE who
specially desire to shake hands with us, and who tell us how much
they value it. It is a great joy thus to greet those who value the
old truths, and it is well that we should all remember that we are
all in living union with Christ and therefore in living union with
one another. We have one God and Father Who hath loved us
with an everlasting love, and Who chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world. "e have one Saviour Who redeemed
us with His precious blood. ,Ve have one indwelling Spirit '''no
regenerated us and communicated to us the blessings of redemption.
and Who is the Sanctifier of all the elect people of God. We haye
one book which is a lamp unto Qur feet and a light unto our path,
and we have one hope-the blessed hope of the glorious appearing
of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. What a mercy it is
that we form a part of that one body of which Christ is the Head.
We may belong to different denominations of Christians, but we
glory in the fact that we are members of the one Church of God
which He hath purchased with His own blood.
To all our Christian readers we send New Year greetings. May
we all through the infinite grace of God have a really happy new year.
In the language of the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, we
would say, "Grace be with you all." Wherever you are at home
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or abroad, in cities, towns, or villages, in populous centres, or in
lonely districts, you need more and more grace. You need that
the God of all grace may make all grace abound toward you. He
"resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." May
the streams of His grace flow out in rich abundance to all the
readers and writers of this Magazine. The word "grace" occurs
eight times in this Epistle, and the thoughts suggested by many
of its occurrences may fittingly occupy our attention at the opening
of another year.
1. First, we are reminded of redeeming grace.
" We see Jesus . . . that He by the g'race of God should taste
death for every man" (chap. ii. 9). He tasted death for everyone
of His people. He is the Author of the salvation of His people, and
to the end that the" many sons" should be brought to glory He
tasted death for them (verse 10). They are His brethren, the
Church. They are the children which God gave unto Him. "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He
also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death
He might destroy (bring to nought) him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." He took hold
of the spiritual seed of Abraham to redeem them, and He once for
all made propitiation for the sins of the people of God (see verses
11-17). He, as the Redeemer, tasted death for His people. For
the transgression of His people was He stricken. He died for their
sins. He died as the Just One instead of the unjust, that He might
bring them to God. By being made a curse for His people, He
redeemed them from the curse of .the law. With His stripes they
are healed. Through His death which He tasted for them they
are saved from sin's penalty; and eternal life becomes their portion.
Let it not be forgotten that grace, the unmerited favour of God,
was behind Christ's redeeming work. By tlte grace of God He tasted
death for His people. It is "the grace of God that bringeth
salvation" (Titus ii. 11). The incarnation of the Saviour was
due to the grace of God. The death of the Redeemer was according
to the riches of Divine grace. "Ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor.
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viii. 9). Oh if, as we go forth into a new year, we have the blessed
assurance that we are redeemed from the curse, let us remember
that redemption is due to the grace of God. We are saved, "not
according' to our works, but according to His own purpose· and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9).
2. Secondly, we are reminded of Regenerating. and Sanctifying
Grace.
We read of "the Spirit of grace" in chapter x. 29.
If we had been allowed to remain " dead in trespasses and sins"
we should have cared for none of these things. Thousands have
heard of Christ's tasting death by the grace of God, and have
remained unmoved and callously indifferent. Who hath made us
to differ 1 Why do our hea'rts glow with spiritual warmth when
we hear of Him 'Vho loved us and washed us froill' our sins in His
own blood 1 Why is He precious to our souls 1 It is due to " the
Spirit of grace." He quickened and regenerated us. He convinced
us of sin. He testified of Christ's substitutionary death to our
souls. He bestowed upon us the grace of faith by which we trui;!t
in the blood and righteousness of our Redeemer. He bears witness
with our spirits that we a,re the children of God. He assured us
that our sins are forgiven for His name's sake. We owe it to Him
that we were born again. We owe it to Him that we are new
creatures in Christ. Vve owe it to Him that we have new hearts,
and that we acknowledge that our sins deserve eternal d:eath. We
owe it to Him that we know that we have eternal life. We owe it
to Him that we bring forth spiritual fruit. But let us ever remember
that all His regenerating and sanctifying work is due to lIis grace.
He is "the Spirit of grace." He is the gracious Spirit, and all
His operations are done in grace. We believe through grace. We
are justified by grace. We are saved by grace. We have everlasting
consolation and good hope through grace. But all these blessings
are due to the action of the Spirit of grace. Ye are "washed,"
" sanctified," "justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
3. Thirdly, this Epistle reminds 'Us of Enabling Grace.
We are bidden to "come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"
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(Heb. iv. 16). What a mercy that there is a throne of grace upon
which the God of grace sits! What a mercy that we may enter
the holiest and approach that throne by the blood of Jesus! What
a mercy it is. that meFcy is always obtainable! But we also need
" grace to help in time of need," and we are encouraged to dra)Y
near for constant supplies. In reality we are always "poor and
needy" and our needs are varied and manifold. We need Divine
grace in temptation. We need it for the duties of the home. We
need it in our business. We need it when we feel unable to cope
with the many things which press upon us. We need it when we
feel strong and vigorous. We need it when confronted with
difficult probleIilS. We need it always. Sometimes we may feel
more needy than at other times, but there is no time when we are
not in· need of more grace. From the throne of grace God dispenses
His grace to His needy and suppliant people, and that grace is so
abundant that it is sufficient for their needs. Listen r "God is
able to make all grace abound towards,you; that ye, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work"
(2 Cor. ix. 8). N-ote the werds "all grace," "always," "all
sufficiency," "all things," "every good work."
4. Fourthly, we are reminded of Grace for SeroweHaving been delivered from. the hand of our enemies we are to
:serve God in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives (see
li.uke i. 74, 75). The Apostle Paul summed up his life by saying,
" the angel of God, Whose I am and Whom I serve" (Acts xxvii. 23).
In all things he sought to seJjve God. He served Him with his
spirit" in the Gospel of His Son" (Rom. i. 9). All believers are
purged from" dead works to serve the living God" (Reb. ix. 14).
The whole life of the believer, his walk, his worship and his work
in the Lord's vineyard, is a rendering of service tQ. God. Forsuch
service we need grace, divine favour and strength. Hence the
exhortation, "Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God,
acceptably with reverence and godly fear" (Heb. xii. 28). We
~annot serve Him aright, whether in worship or in work, apart from
His favour, His grace, His strength. We" worship (or serve) by
the Spirit of God" (Phil. iii. 3, R.V.).
Tlie Apostle Paul was a great labourer in the Lord's vineyard.
He says, "I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I,
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but the grace of God which was with me" (1 Cor. xv. 10). He wa
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. As we go forth into
another year we shall need continuous supplies of grace to enable
us to serve our God aright. For a holy walk, for real spiritual
worship, for right and earnest service in the Lord's vineyard, we
are helpless apart from the grace of God. Wherefore let us seek
His grace whereby we may serve Him acceptably with reverence
and godly fear.
5. Lastly, we are reminded of Establishing Grace.
" It is a good thing that the heart be established with grace"
(Heb. xiii. 9). If we are to be established Christians, well-grounded
in Divine truth, steadfast in the faith, firm against error, strong
against all evil, we need Divine grace. "I commend you to God,"
says the Apostle, " and to the word of His grace, which is able to
build you up " (Acts xx. 32).
When we gather together we may very appropriately sing,
" Command Thy blessing, in this hour,
Spirit of Truth, and fill this place
With humbling and exalting power,
With quickening and confirming grace."
Let us remember then that by the grace of God we are redeemed,
regenerated, sanctified and justified. By the grace of God we are
enabled to face temptation, and overcome difficulties. By the
grace of God alone can we be established and kept, and render unto
Him acceptable service.
That grace is abundantly available for the needs of God's people
during the year 1928. Our never-failing treasury is "filled with
boundless stores of grace." .
" The Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will He
withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Psa. lxxxiv. 11). :May
" Grace be with you all. Amen."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thmnas Houghton).

" No man can reasonably imagine, that a walker in the way to hell
can be a fit and useful guide to them that mind to go to heaven."RObert Traill.
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THE PRAYER BOOK MEASURE.
THE COMMONS REJECT IT BY A MAJORITY OF 33.
«

0 sing unto the ·LORD a new song; for He hath done marvellous things: His right hand, and His holy arm, hath
gotten Him the victory." "Hallelujah: for the LORD
God omnipotent 1·eigneth." "0 give thanks unto the
LORD; fm' He is good: for His mercy endureth for
ever." "1 will sing unto the LORD,jor He hath triumphed
gloriously."

THIS great victory

In

the House of Commons, after the

House of Lords had accepted the measure by a majority
of 153, is a marvellous display of Divine power and a remarkable answer to the prayers of His people.
Let the redeemed people of God then praise, bless, and
magnify His Name.

Archbishops, Bishops, Lord Chancellors,

Dukes, Marquises, Earls, Viscounts, Prime Ministers, and
the Press were against us.

We were in grave danger of a

deliberate act of national apostasy from Reformation and
Bible truth.

Humanly speaking our case was hopeless.

The leaven of evil had permeated.. the minds of leading men
so greatly that it seemed most likely that· the measure
would pass.
tunity.

Our extremity, however, was God's oppor-

The LORD made bare His arm, and the forces of

evil were routed.

o let us

then praise the LORD for His goodness and for

His wonderful and marvellous display of His almighty
power.
To

HIM ALONE BE THE GLORY!
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WELLSPRINGS.

.. 0 send out Tl~y light and Thy t1'uth,. let them lead me,. let them brinrr
me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles. Then will I go unth
the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp
will I praise Thee, 0 God my God."-PsA. xliii. 3, 4.
THERE appears to be a close connection between this and the previous
psalm. Not only is there a similarity of language, but also the writer
is passing through the same experience. Whether they were written.
at one and the same time or at intervals we know not, but there is a
holy desire and an ardent reaching out after the God of his life. So
every spirit-taught soul reaches out after God; and not content with
present attainments, and the small knowledge of that Divine life, soars.
still upward, heavenward, God-ward, finding his soul more and more
athirst for God. In pursuit of this heavenly achievement, he learns.
in every step of life how God alone can satisfy. Now the forty-second
Psalm was one of a group which the sweet Psalmist of Israel committed
to the sons of Korah to be kept for comfort and instruction under·
affliction. The psalm aptly expresses the holy longings and meditations.
of the exiled king during the rebellion of Absalom. And suitable, too,
to their like condition, this psalm was a great favourite with the early
Christians, persecuted and hunted to the catacombs for their escape
from the bloodthirsty enemy, where the hart is a common emblem
on the walls.
But the persecution of the saints (though woe be to their persecutors !),
has ever been a blessing in disguise. It drives them to Him Who is.
watching with tenderest concern, and drawing near in the day of His
people's trouble. And this is the experience of one and all. They
" flee unto Him to hide them." They run into their" Strong Tower" and
plead the ancient all-prevailing Name of Jehovah-Jesus. Hunted and
hounded like the hart, the believer panteth and crieth out, " So panteth
my soul after Thee, 0 God." So. After the Holy Spirit has touched a
soul, it will never be quieted until its thirst is quenched by living waters
from the Fountain of life, and the mere we drink, the more we long
for those" living waters," which are ever bubbling up unto eternal life..
Now I would invite your attention, dear readers, to the steps of experience found in these two psalms of only sixteen verses, wherein God is.
mentioned twenty times. It is the language of a longing soul who can
be satisfied with nothing short of her God. It breathes personal and
pointed dealings between the soul and God, and the felt experience and.
acknowledgement that no one else can satisfy. Poor David is bemoaning in exile, yet longing after and thinking of those happy days when
he" went to the house of God with the multitude." But he is deprived
of all this now, and cries out not in vain. Did ever a thirsty, seeking
soul cry unto God in vain 1 If your condition of soul, dear reader r
~
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is thirsty, seeking, crying, it is because your God has gracious favours
toward you. "God has but one end in all His dealings with His
people," wrote W. Romaine, "that is, to make them trust Him more
and love Him better." Your God has intentions of blessing for you
in it all, and is weaning you from earth and drawing your heart's
affec.tions still upward to the living God. It is a living ,cry, crying out
after the living God. The cry of a living soul is, Give me Christ or else
I die, and that cry will never fail to reach the Divine ear and touch.
the Divine heart, because He has wrought in that soul that living
desire which all the riches of the universe could never satisfy. There
is, however, a set time for deliverance. The soul 'cannot perhaps at
first get beyond the breathing out, "0 God." "So panteth my soul
after Thee, 0 God," but that cry will presently bring all heaven down
to your relief. The soul meanwhile makes a further venture of bith,
and the Divinely implanted life within cries out after the living God
and longs to appear before Him. And then the poor exile turns within
and thinks of his trials and persecutions; of his tears which had been
his meat day and night, while they continually say unto him, " Where
is now thy God ~" The cursing Shimei's words seem to have clung
to David, and although we know how humbly the Lord's dear servant
submitted to it, saying, "Let him curse, for the Lord hath bidden him,"
yet the words were as a sword in his bones, and cruellest of all thetaunt, "Where is now Thy God ~ " for he repeats this expression in
verses 3 and 10.
Others of God's suffering saints have ofttimes met with like measure
of taunts and treatment. In a brief seeming hour of triumph over
them the enemy has cast it in their faces as it were, "Where is now'
your God ~ What now has become of all your prayers and psalms ~ "
as said the bloody Papists as they murdered the Protestants in Orleans.
And to quote but from one other sacred memoir (The Life of Knox),
we are told how" The Queen-mother of Scotland, having received aid
from France, forced the Protestants for a while to retire to the
Highlands, whereupon she scoffingly said, ' Where is now John Knox's
God ~ My God is stronger than his! Yea, even in Fife'; but her
brags lasted not long: for within a few days six hundred Protestants
beat four thousand French and Scots." Yes, the Lord's servants
fare the better for the insolences of their enemies. The enemy little
knows how his scoffing and taunts drive the Lord's dear suffering,
harassed and perplexed saints to their never-failing God, and how
the tears of God's people are all in His bottle. As He said of old, " I
have seen, I have seen the afiliction of My people and am come down
to deliver them." Assured may -we be of this, that if the enemy is
allowed to curse, our God will·comfort His child. The mercy of it all
is that though the enemy without may persecute the soul, and the
greatest enemy of all within thrust sore at God's children, they can
lift up their heads as they reply to the question as to " where now is
their God ~" "God is in heaven above and in the earth beneath.
There is none else" (Deut. iv. 39). "The Angel of the Lord went before
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them . . . and stood behind them" (Exod. xiv. 19). "The Angel
()f the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them" (Psa. xxxiv. 7). Jehovah's promise to His servant Jacob in
the earliest stage of his pilgrimage, " And, behold, I am with thee, and
will keep thee in all places whither thou goest ; I will not leave thee
until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxviii. 15),
is fulfilled in every believer who proves indeed how all the promises
may be enclosed in one precious word from the lips of the all-faithful
Jesus, " And 10 I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world"
(Matt. xxviii. 20). Pluck a promise from your bosom, dear reader, and
answer the taunt of your enemy by it.
Thus, dear child of God, as the Psalmist was comforted and hope
was revived in him, so will you rejoice sooner or later in a like experience, and you will encourage your heart with him, by saying, " Why
art thou cast down, 0 my soul ~ and why art thou disquieted within
me ~ Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise Him, Who is the
health of my countenance." Agitated, worn and weary, driven hither
and thither, he had indeed been, but there is always an " end" and an
" expectation" which shall" not be cut off." Yea, there is God's end
to every trial, and, as Dr. Sibbes has said, "Faith quieteth the soul
first or last. There will be a stirring at the first, as in a pair of balances
there will be a little stirring when the weight is put in till it come to
a poise, so in the soul, it somes not to a quiet consistency till there
be some victory of faith, till it rest and stay the soul." Faith, gracious
and Divinely implanted faith, lived and rose victoriously over all those
things that seemed against David, and fastened upon an unerring God
and encouraged his soul to hope in Him and expect" yet to praise
Him." "Yet" is a word of victory, hope, expectation and reliance
upon the }Jrecious promises of a God Who cannot lie, but will be as
good as His word. "Hath He not said it, and will He not do it ~ "
The soul is soaring upward, even unto Him Who is " the help of hicountenance." And notice, dear reader, the interchange of though'
here, in the fifth and eleventh verses-" The help of his countenance"
brings " the health of my countenance" to the Psalmist. Is not tha'
true 1 Do not we prove how the help of our all-gracious God bringhealth to our countenance as we praise Him for all His redeeming
mercies 1 In His favour is life, and thus God's saints are led
"from strength to strength." Their faith, thus tested and tried
by the varied experiences they are called to pass throuah, shall be
deeper rooted and grow exceedingly to the praise and alor; of its
Divine Author. Although David is sorrowing with a cast down"
soul, and a " disquieted" spirit, and trial upon trial follows in quick
succession, yet he says, " The Lord will co=and his lovingkindness
in the day-time and in the night his song shall be with me, and my
prayer unto the God of my life." How on likes that word
" command"! It speaks of kingly power and authority which
belongeth unto our God. God's blessin!!S are COl l1wnded blessings, and
therefore they come with certain y, are directed sovereignly and
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specifically, and are irrevocable, unchangeable! "For there the Lord
commanded His blessing, even life for evermore." "Where the word
of a king is," truly there is power; and thrice-blessed those who come
under that power.
And now let us gather up our few remarks. A living soul is a thirsty
soul and seeks out after and is satisfied with nothing short of the living
God. May this psalm be a word of cheer wherewith to cross the
threshold of the New Year. Leaving all the sadness of the past twelve
months, may we recall God's faithful support and comfort through
those dark days and reach out after Him Who is the unchangeably
faithful One, "The same yesterday and to-day and forever." The
harp that began on a minor string with only the sigh" 0 God! " goes
on to the higher note, "the living God," and as the soul mounts still
higher in contemplation, faith is strengthened by the trial and cries
out, " 0 my God," and" the God of my life," " God my Rock," " Thou
art the God of my strength," " God mine exceeding joy "! Then the harp
which once hung upon the willows i!l now tuned to the high praises
of a delivering God. And the soul turns to question, " Why art thou
cast down and why disquieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall
yet praise Him, Who is the health of my countenance and my God."
Precious grace of hope, implanted in the heart by the Spirit of God,
whereby every believer is quickened to the patient waiting for Christ,
and the expectation of all He has promised in His Word. Hence it
is called by the Apostle Peter, " a lively hope." It is a living hope,
a hope that can never make ashamed, a hope that can never die. The
hope of the Christian wrestles with all difficulties and outlives all
dangers. There is many a son and daughter of God who has gone
through as low an experience as David; and it may be some one who
is reading these pages is at the present time in the depths, and well
nigh in despair. Oh, that the Lord, Who has first given such an one
a living desire to seek His face, may cast a look upon that sad soul,
put forth His hand to pull him out of the net of unbelief and despair,
and may say to his longing heart, "I am thy salvation." The
immortal Watts evidently knew much of the depths by experience, as
also the hope in His mercy, for h~ mourned in his soul and yet
encouraged his soul likewise,
How long, 0 Lord, shall I compla.in
Like one who seeks his God in vain?
Canst Thou Thy face for ever hide,
And I still pray, and be denied?
How long sha.ll my poor troubled breast
Be wit.h these anxious thoughts opprest;
And Satan, my malicious foe,
Rejoice to see me sunk so low?
How would the powers of darkness boast,
If but one praying soul be lost!
But I have trusted in Thy grace,
And shall again behold Thy Face.
11
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Whate'er my fears or foes !luggest,
Thou art my hope, my joy, my rest:
My heart shall feel Thy love, and raise
My cheerful voice to songs of praise."
May" a new song" be in our mouths, even praise unto the God of
our " exceeding joy," as we enter upon (if spared a little longer) the
untrodden steps of 1928. May the blessings of a Covenant-keeping
God be the gracious and happy experience of everyone of our readers
and of the beloved Editor and his fellow-helpers, and to our God be
all the glory !
R.
NEW YEAR'S WISHES.
WHAT shall I wish thee ~
Treasures of earth ~
Songs in the springtime,
Pleasure and mirth ~
Flowers on thy pathway,
Skies ever clear ~
Would this ensure thee
A Happy New Year ~
What shall I wish th~e ~
What can be found
Bringing thee sunshine
All the year round ~
Where is the treasure,
Lasting and dear,
That shall ensure thee
A Happy New Year ~
Faith that increaseth,
Walking in light;
Hope that aboundeth,
Happy and bright;
Love that is perfect,
Casting out fear;
These shall ensure thee
A Happy New Year.
Peace in the Saviour,
Rest at His feet,
Smile of His countenance
Radiant and sweet,
Joy in His presence!
Christ ever near!
This will ensure thee
A Happy New Year!

F. R. HA VERGAJJ.
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Sermon" an)) Note" of ,Sermon".
THE BANNER.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, DEAN OF
GLOUCESTER.
" Moses built an altar, and called the name of ~t Jehovah-nissi." (The
Lord my Banner. Marg.).-ExODUS xvii. 15.
THE fight with Amalek is past. He is given as the dust to Israel's
sword-as driven stubble to his bow. Let mad assailants learn, that
no weapon formed against the Church of God can prosper. The arrow
shot against the sun falls back upon the head. The oak rebounds
upon the rending hands.
But why was sure victory on Israel's side 1 Because the Lord was
with them. He braced the loins of their courage, and the loins of their
frames. He frowned-the foe can no more stand. He smiled-His
people can no more fall.-To whom, then, shall the praise be given?
Shall worms of earth in vaunting vanity ascribe it to their worth, their
counsels, the leader's leading, or the soldier's might 1 The thought is
anguish to a pious mind. Without the Lord, what is the best man's
best 1 He only prevails, when the Lord supplies the wisdom, implants
the prowess, and commands the issue. And shall not He, who is the
first, the last, the whole, in all success, have all the glory 1
So Moses judged. He hastes to put the crown on the real Victor's
head. He,raises a building, not to man, but God. He adds a truthful
name. He calls the altar" Jehovah-nissi-the Lord my Banner."
This is right. This is wise. Let God have God's place-the highest
of the high. Let man have man's place-the lowest of the low.
If there be baseless pretension, it is when dust proclaims honour,
as the worker of Jehovah's works. The tool is not the ag nt. The
pen is not the spring of thought. The labourer's spade makes not the
crop to grow. The steps towards this altar give such warning.
But the structure itself is a far brighter lesson. The Spirit shows by
it new features of our precious Saviour. He plainly states, that the
root of Jesse, David's Son, is the ensign of the Redeemed (Isa. xi. 10).
Hence, in Jehovah-nissi, faith adores Christ Jesus as its Banner.
Who hears of a Banner, and thinks not of a battle-cry 1 Its stand
is among warrior-ranks. It tells of conflicts and of struggles. It
reminds of foes assaulting, and of shocks to be sustallled.
And is not the believer's hope a camp 1 He drinks indeed deep
draughts of heavenly peace, but still the hand, which takes the cup,
holds high the sword. His calm is like the calm of Jesus, who slept,
while billows tossed around. Experience proves this truth. The
sandals of the Gospel are bare-worn on a battle plain. Hope rears
its helmet battered by many a blow. Faith shields a heart, which
surely rests, but rarely knows repose. The Spirit's sword is corroded
by no scabbard's rust. Can it be otherwise? Are not God's children
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met by an Amalek, who neither dies, nor sleeps, nor spares, nor pities?
This foe is Satan. His might is such, that Almightiness alone exceeds.
His knowledge such, that it nears the confines of omniscience. His
skill is sharpened by observance of every heart, in every clime, and
every age. His wrath is barbed by knowing that His time is short.
His hopes are plumed by slaughtered millions beneath his feet. He
assails each inlet of each sense. He raises barriers before the throne
of grace. No knee e'er bows but his shaft flies. He aims at every
worshipper in every pew-at every hearer of the sacred truth-at
every reader of the Word of God-at every hand, which takes the
sacramental food-at every tongue, which tells of Jesu's love-at
every eye, which sheds the tear of penitence.
But Satan has a world to aid him. He strives to slay each man by
each-and all men by all. He can paint brilliant prospects. He can
raise piles of wealth. He can deck honour's crown with dazzling
jewels. He sets the secret ambush. He digs the fearful pitfall. Like
Heber's wife, he shows the lordly dish, but hides the ha=er and the
nail (Judges iv. 19, 21).
He has fallen nature, too, on his side. There is "the body of this
death." From this there is no flight. Self cannot separate from self.
And self has a traitor's hand to introduce the foe. Self murders self,
when it can work its will. Such are the troops of Amalek. But let
not the believer fear. Jehovah-nissi is God's pledge, that their name
shall be put out for ever (Exod. xvii. 14).
This Banner leads to victory. In earthly fight, the end is doubtful.
The brave, the strong, may fall. The few may chase the many. Hostile
hands may seize the standard. But they, who cling to Christ, must
surely triumph. Before they strike one blow, the day is won. They
sally forth with conquerors' crowns-unseen, indeed, by eye of sense
-but firmly fixed upon their brows. Do any ask, how this can be?
The Banner is Jehovah. All strength, all multitudes, are feeble
nothingness before it. Believer, trust to your Leader; and go forward.
He has led through countless conflicts, but He never lost a field. He
never left a follower slain. The plains, though blood-stained, have
never been the grave of faith. Each soldier may suffer much in
mortifying sin. But triumph is His portion. Is it not said, "My
sheep shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand" 1 (John x. 28). Jacob had many conflicts; but his aged lips
bear witness to "the angel which redeemed me from all evil " (Gen:
xlviii. 16). David's was a struggling life, but his last song extolled a.
never-failing help. "I did beat them as small as the dust of the earth;
I did stamp them as the mire of the street" (2 Sam. xxii. 43). Paul
leaves earth with the shout, " I have fought a good fight-henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness" (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8) ..
Search all hell's borders. There is not one amid the lost, who really
fought beneath Jehovah-nissi.
The Banner is exalted. It waves high. It courts the gaze of earth.
.. Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature»
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(Mark xvi. 15). When man fell, it was unfurled In Eden. Abel
embraced it, and flew swift to heaven. Prophets and seers unfurled
it more-and widening hosts saw it and lived. In due time the Lord
Himself appears, and plants the standard on the cross of Calvary.
That was a noble eminence. That was a height, which Satan could
not reach. A dying malefactor discerned its clearness from the very
jaws of hell, and found the gate of Paradise in dying. And from that
day no sinner ever turned a longing eye to it in vain.
And now the faithful preacher's voice, the toiling missionary's love
for souls, and every true disciple's holy walk, uplifts it still with ceaseless zeal. In pulpits, in heathen wilds, in filthy haunts of ignorance
and vice, in thronging crowds, by dying beds, in lonely cots, where
sickness preys, and trials vex, they cry, " Behold Him, behold Him."
No distance intervenes. No mists obscure. To the opened eye, the
beauteous banner is both near and bright.
Believer, will you not strive by every effort, at every cost, in every
place, at every moment, to make the Banner more conspicuous?
Live, labour, die, pointing to it. Wave it while you can raise an arm.
Earn the high glory of a standard-bearer's crown.
The Banner is attractive. It wins a willing troop. Jacob with
dying gaze beheld a thronging multitude, and he bare record, "Unto
Him shall the gathering of the people be" (Gen. xlix. 10). Isaiah's
rapturous notes inquire, "Who are these, that fly as a cloud, and as
the doves to their windows?" (Isa. Ix. 8). And He, Who is the
Truth, has pledged, " And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto
Me." So it has ever been: so it must be. There is a magnet-power
in the uplifted cross. An influence subjugates the charmed mind.
Its streaming scroll exhibits all, which needy souls can need. The
conscience-stricken sigh for ease. The guilty long for pardon. The
weary and the heavy-laden seek repose. The Banner promises.
Beneath this standard all is yours. Here is blood to cleanse: Righteousness to clothe; Strength to help; Mercy to pity; Grace for
demerit; Life for death: All-sufficiency for all-deficiency. The
sinner sees-believes-enlists. He cannot help but listen. Opposing
friends, a sneering world, and all the wiles of Satan, are weak to stay
him. Thus every day and every hour the numbers swell. And angels
never cease to sing, because on earth fresh converts vow, We are the
Lord's. Sa it shall be uutil heaven's army be complete.
The Banner is a worthy theme of boast. Let the vile sinner be
ashamed of sin. Let the weak worldling blush at this silly word. Let
unbelief hang down its childish head. Let Popery mutter its mean
impostures in the dark. But let the believer, with pure pride, exult
in his high standard. Think-but thoughts flag-say, but words fail
-what noble glories cluster here. Men boast of what is great, and
good, and wise, and lovely. Greatness! it vanishes when Christ is
named. He is the mighty God. He is Jehovah's equal. He is more
ancient than the eternal ages. He endures, when time is gone. He
spake, and all worlds were. The wheels of providence subserve His
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will. He ever sat, and will sit, omnipotent on Omnipotence's throne.
Great is the Banner. Let it be greatly praised.
Goodness! He who would learn what goodness is, must read it in
the face of Christ. Is it goodness to deck nature with all things
'suitable to please each sense :-to robe the sun with light ;--the air
with purity i-the fields with verdure ;-and man with faculties to
enjoy? Is it goodness to look with mercy on a race undone i-to
lay down life to save? This is poor outline of a Saviour's goodness.
Believer, boldly shout, Good is the rJord
Wisdom! It is Christ's name. All its treasures lie hid in Him
His plans, His work, His words, are wisdom in the highest. True
wisdom never was, but as a stream from the deep fountain of His mind.
Believer, wave your Banner; there is no wisdom, but beside these
colours.
Loveliness! The Spirit, who sees Him as He is, proclaims Him as
altogether lovely. He must be lovely, who is God's brightness. Mark
His sweet smiles of gentle grace. Who can withdraw the admiring
eye? Who can restrain the adoring tongue? Beside Him the sun
hangs a black orb-and nature's charms are but a withered leaf.
Sweet is it now to know Him. What will it be to see Him as He is ?
Let, then, faith's soldier cry aloud for pride; let him take up his manly
boast before all heaven and all earth, Christ is a beauteous Banner,
which surpasses praise, exceeds all worth, and soars above renown.
Believer, in conclusion, suffer an exhorting word. In every place,
in every company, boldly display your Banner. Away with weak
timidities. Tread down unworthy fears. Reserve is treason. Let all,
who know you, know Whose you are, and Whom you serve. The
world would tremble, unbelief would flee, if Christian warriors would
rally as a compact band, "fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with Banners" (Song vi. 10). Take home this
warning. Let no shame cloak your Banner.
o my soul, unfurl it in the eyes of all the scorn, and all the hate, of
all the world. Unfurl it in the face of all the threats and all the malice
of all hell. . Unfurl it-and all sins vanish, and conscience-accusations
cease. Unfurl it-and the flames of hell curl back before it. Unfurl
it-and heaven's portals open. Unfurl it-and you march to heaven's
throne of victory.
You are now brought to the banqueting-house, where the Banner
over you is love (Song ii. 4). The palace is in sight, where the Banner
over you will be glory.
" AND Oh, it strikes me to the heart to think, alas, that anyone in
this congregation gathered to-night should not be a precious stone in
God's house and temple, a sinner saved by sovereign grace, a child of
God, a joint-heir with Christ. But in all faithfulness I warn every
unbeliever to-night that' without faith it is impossible to please God,'
and that without holiness no man shall see God."-Rev. James Ormiston.
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BEWARE!
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY
THE LATE REV. J. W. DANCE, A.K.C., of BRIGHTON.
(, Beware lest any man spoil you th1'Ough philosophy and vain deceit,
after the traditions of men, afte1' the rudiments of the world, and not
after Ohrist. For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily. And ye are complete in Him, which is the Head of all
pr·incipality and power."-CoLOSSIANS ii. 8 to 10.
THROUGHOUT the world of nature, perpetual warfare is waged, in what
we call" wild life." The creature that would live must ever be on
the watch against some foe-to be caught napping is fatal.
The world of humanity has been roughly divided into two classes
described as "Flats and Sharps," one being the prey of the other.
And from the many warnings and exhortations we meet with in the
Word of God, it is evident that every child of God needs to walk very
circumspectly, for the old enemy the Devil can be either a "roaring
lion" or " an Angel of light" for the purpose he has in hand. This
old enemy of the people of God hunts not alone, he has many agents,
clever at camouflage and to the unwary appearing to be "ministers
of righteousness." Therefore the apostle says, "BEWARE!" If you
saw a notice, "Beware of the dog," you would approach warily, if
necessity demanded it. "Beware of pickpockets" is enough to put
you on your guard. And this "BEWARE" is something to take
notice of, or you may soon find yourself the loser of something more
precious than watch or purse, viz., " peace and comfort." The apostle
tells us, "For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For
it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness" (1 Cor. iii. 19).
But the simple-minded man is apt to be greatly impressed by this
same" show of wisdom," as the worldly wise marshals his facts, puts
forth his conclusions which seem so unanswerable. The listener begins
to question his own faith, and the grounds of that faith. It is an old
dodge; it was practised very successfully in the Garden of Eden!
Once inject a doubt and peace of mind is disturbed. Your soul is being
robbed of its comfort, and anything _which brings the cloud of doubt
between the Lord and the soul, well suits the crafty adversary.
The present day displays a remarkable energy on the part of the
world-wisdom men, who would be held true philosophers, or lovers of
wisdom. It has invaded the pulpits of our land, and become so bold
as to pronounce this and that portion of the Word mythieal, unreal,
therefore unreliable.
Another class to beware of is the religious deceiver, whose stock-intrade is the" tradition of men." The Lord Jesus pointed them out
and denounced them in His day. "Then came to Jesus Scribes and
Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, Why do Thy disciples
transgress the tradition of the elders 1 For they wash not their hands
when they eat bread. But He answered and said unto them, Why
do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your traditions 1
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Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people
draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me with their
lips; but their heart is far from Me. But in vain they do worship
Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. xv. 1-3
and 7-9).
And to-day, men abound posing as priests of God, who putting aside
the Word of God, demand obedience to their traditions of a corrupt
and God-dishonouring character, boldly substituting idolatry for the
living Christ. Their religion is vain, their condemnation already
pronounced by the Lord Jesus Himself. Whatsoever is not of Christ
is against Him, and to give place to them for one moment is dangerous,
and sure to bring distress of soul.
The Lord Jesus, the express image and glory of the Father, is the
alone and all sufficient Source of Salvation, and Paul plainly says in
verse 9, ~' For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."
In Him, we have the" one Mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5). In Him we have the great High Priest
of our profession. "But this Man, because he continueth ever, hath
an unchangeable priesthood, wherefore He is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth
to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 24). Peter declared of
Him, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be
saved" (Acts iv. 12). Then for any man to presume to exercise either
of these functions is to proclaim himsclf an impostor, anti-Christian,
an enemy of Him Whom he professes to servc.
God sent His Son as the supreme act of Divinc love, committed
to Him the whole sacred cause of the salvation of His people, and
honoured Him for the performance of this great trust by exalting Him
and giving Him a name above evcry name, and that exaltation is one
of power and sufficiency for the salvation of every vessel of mercy.
To turn from Him is to turn from the Fountain of living water to
broken cisterns that can hold no water. "Beware of the doctrines
and commandments of men." The advice of the Apostle John is
very salutary, " Little children, keep yourselves from idols" (1 John
v.21). Moreover, the apostle advances another reason for his counsel
in verse 10 of this chapter, "And ye are complete in Him, Who is
the Head of all principality and power." If your house is " thoroughly
furnished" you do not want a lot of rubbish added to it! With such
a salvation as Jesus provides, complete in every detail, good for time
and eternity, you have neither need nor room for the rubbish that
self-styled priests would provide at a price which they themselves fix.
" The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord," and it is wholly
centred in the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is "Bone of our bone, flesh
of our flesh," is sympathetic, able to succour, has opened for us a new
and living way through the veil of His flesh, that we may enter into
the holiest of all! He has sent His Holy Spirit to be the Guide,
Teacher, and Remembrancer, and His teaching is perfect, Christ-
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exalting, soul-satisfying, and of Him John says, "But ye have an
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things" (1 John ii. 20).
And every believing soul may well take heed to the counsel which Paul
gives to the Galatians when the enemy was seeking to turn them aside
to unprofitable things, " Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage" (Gal. v. 1).
" BEWARE,. lest any man spoil you."

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
A NEW YEAR.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

" Unto the Son He saith . . . Thy years shall not fail."-HEBREWS i.
8, 12).
WHEN the Christian contemplates the changing and finite character
of all here, the rapid flight of time, and the years swiftly passing, it is
blessed to meditate upon that which is changeless and unending.
" Change is our portion here;
Soon fades the summer sky,
The landscape droops in autumn sear,
And spring flowers bloom to die;
But faithful is Jehovah's word,
'I will be with thee,' saith the Lord.
Changeless, tbe way of peace;
Changeless, Emmanuel's name;
Changeless, the covenant of grace;
Eternally the same.
'I change not,' is a Father's word.
, And I am with thee,' saith the Lord."

1. God is eternal and unchanging. "From everlasting to everlasting,
Thou art God" (Psa. xc. 2). By His prophet Malachi, He says: "I
am the Lord, I change not." His covenant of grace, which secures the
salvation of His people, is changeless, for" God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel,
confirmed it by an oath; that by two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us"
(Heb. vi. 17, 18). The way of peace is changeless, for Christ's redemption is an " eternal redemption" (see Heb. ix. 12), and His salvation
an" eternal salvation "-" Being made perfect, He became the author
of eternal salvation to all them that obey Him" (Heb. v. 9), and
2. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is eternal, for He is
" Emmanuel, God with us" (Matt. i. 23). What a sublime Scripture
is that in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, verses 10-12,
"And, Thou, Lord, (i.e., the Lord Jesus-see the context) in the
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beginning, hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are
the works of Thine hands; they shall perish, but Thou remainest ;
and they all shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a vesture shalt
Thou fold them up, and they shall be changed; but Thou art the
same, and Thy years shall not fail (cease)." No words could more
clearly express the eternity of the Son of God, Christ Jesus.
3. The Holy Ghost, too, is "eternal" (Heb. ix. 14). The Lord
Jesus promised concerning Him, " I will pray the Father, and He shall
give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever;
even the SpiJit of truth."
4. If we have a well-founded hope in Christ, we look forward to
an eternity of blissful happiness with Him. "This is the record, that
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that
hath the Son, hath (the) life" (1 John v. 11, 12).
We cannot have a truly happy New Year, unless we believe these
verities in our hearts, and have" a good hope through grace," " Being
born again . . . by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever" (1 Peter i. 23).

NEW YEAR GREETING.
JUST on the threshold of another New Year I May it be a very happy
one to each dear reader, opening out new vistas of Him Who is truly
our heart's desire, our heart's repose, our heart's sure refuge and
abiding joy. Then will all the days and weeks and months of 1928
be happy, abundantly happy. Difficulties, sorrows, perplexities will
probably mingle for the child of God; for he is not of the world though
in the world. But he has Christ here and Christ up there. He has
Christ within, and Christ shines without.
"LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED."

Many of us are looking for His appearing to take place very soon.
Therefore, dear readers, "Lift up your heads, for your redemption
draweth nigh."
_
Now in connection with this twice uttered exhortation of our beloved
Saviour Himself, in this precious chapter (John xiv.), in each instance
it is in reference to His coming again. "Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's
house are many mansions. . . . I go to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be also." Then again in
verses 27, 28, " Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto
you." And thus He cheered His loving disciples who dreaded His
going away. It is uplifting to note His tender cheer, when in the
midst of the sea, the ship tossed with the waves, " in the fourth watch
of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And when
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the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying,
It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus
speaks unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid."
Again in St. Luke xxiv. 37 the disciples were terrified and affrighted,
and supposed they had seen a spirit. Poor trembling disciples! But
how gracious and tender He was with them, saying, " Why are ye
troubled 1 and why do thoughts arise in your hearts 1" Then He
gently reasoned with them "and showed them His hands and His
feet"; for it was after His resurrection. Even then they yet believed
not for joy. It seemed too good to them to be real, just as we wonder
sometimes, when some unexpected joy comes to us, whether we are
only dreaming. We are so overwhelmed with it. While they yet
believed not, He said unto them, " Have ye here any meat 1" And
He took it and did eat before theJ;Il, thus demonstrating to them that
He was not a spirit as they feared. Oh! I do think He was so compassionate, so "understanding," as we say sometimes about friends
who comprehend all we would wish to say intuitively. And the sacred
Word goes on to say, " Then opened He their understanding that they
might understand the Scriptures."
Again in Luke x. 41, when busy Martha was doing her utmost to
spread a feast of good things for her Lord and was cumbered about
much serving, she became desperate and worried, seeing her sister
Mary was" taking it easily," as we should say, sitting at Jesus' feet,
listening to His word. She was hospitable and had herself received
Him into her house (see verse 38). We read that" she had a sister
called Mary which also sat at Jesus' feet." They both loved to learn
from Him.. How gentle was the remonstrance of Jesus, "Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things"; whilst
defending Mary in her choice of the one thing needful, He sympathized
with the troubled Martha. Later on (John xii. 3) "they made Him a
supper and Martha served." When their brother died, Martha, "as
soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary
sat still in the house." Two entirely different ,characters, but one
great love was the spring of action in the one case, and of quietly
drinking in the words of Jesus and_learning from Him in the other.
" Troubled on every side" was the experience of St. Paul, " yet-not
distressed," and again" We were troubled on every side; without were
fightings, within were fears. Nevertheless" (mark this "nevertheless")
"God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us."
Be sure, dear troubled reader, that there are abounding
consolations for the Lord's people, His tried affiicted ones. Listen,
however, to His own words, "Let not your heart be troubled. I go
... I will come again." "I, even 1." We have been studying His
gentleness, His comfort, His intimate knowledge of us, His patient
love. And" this same Jesus shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven." How did He go into heaven 1 "While
He blessed them." And He will come again blessing. "This same
Jesus." "Thou art the same and Thy years shall not fail." "He
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ever liveth." Our comforters, our props, our friends pass away, but
He never. He ever liveth.
"lAnd so through &11 the length of days,
His goodness faileth never."
"Let not your heart be troubled." He is with us, nay, He is in us.
" Christ in you the hope of glory." "I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me."
" Myself no longer would I see,
But Jesus crucified for me :
Oh, wondrous thought I not I, but He,
The King of Glory lives in me."
And so through all the days before us the sweet refrain, " I in Him
and He in me," will lighten all sorrow and bestow on us overweights
of joy.
"Christ for the wintry days, 'Christ for the summer,
Christ for the bright hours, Christ for the dark;
Brave be our hearts as we launch on the New Year,
Never to perish, with Christ in the bark."
" Let not your heart be troubled." "I will come again." "Fear
not; I am the first and the last. I am He that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore." He will never loose His grip
of us, and" He will never let go your hand," He holds you fast. You
were His in the long ago. You are His now, and you will be His to
all eternity-in Him for ever.
".Loved with everlasting love, led by grace that love to know;
Spirit breathing from above, thou ha.st ta.ught me it is so."
Passed from darkness into light, passed from death into life! Think
of it, where you once were, and where you are now. "In a love which
cannot cease, I am His and He is mine."
"Ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that
burned with fire. . . . But ye are come unto Mount Sion (see Heb. xii.
22) . . . to Jesus the mediator of the new Covenant; and to the
blood of sprinkling, that speak-eth better things than that of Abel."
Oh, how exhaustless is the theme of grace Divine! The" 80 loved"
has a depth we can never fathom. As we are enabled by the Holy
Spirit to peer through the mists of earth dimly, the vision of love and
matchless favour deepens and lengthens and strengthens and broadens
and rises, till we are overwhelmed with the sweetness and and security
and glory. Then, when we shall see Him as He is, we shall be like
Him. Child of God, He is thine and thou art His. "LET NOT YOUR
HEART BE TROUBLED."
NETTlE

" MANY will give God's Word the hearing, that will not lend it an
obedient ear." -Matthew Henry.
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UN BELIEF.

WHEN Israel grew tired of direct government by God, and desired to
have an earthly king, God said to Samuel, "They have rejected Me,
that I should not reign over them" (1 Sam. viii. 7).
God permitted Israel to have their own way, but in lovingkindness
He directed His servant Samuel to utter a p1'otest. and warn the people
what manner of king should reign over them (verse 9). A similar
protest is needed to-day.
Men holding high positions in the professing Church have publicly
rejected God's inspired account of the Creation, and in so doing they
lead their fellows to reject the God of the Bible.
The Lord Jesus said: "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
My words shall not pass away" (Matt. xxiv. 35). He also said: "If
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead" (Luke xvi. 31). These words were
addressed to the Pharisees. The Lord permitted His own words to be
put to a test. He raised Lazarus from the dead (John xi.) Did the
Pharisees believe Him ~ The Word answers this qUf>stion. "The
chief priests "-many of whom belonged t{) 'he sect of the Pharisees
-" consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death because that
by reason of him many of the Jews went away and believed on Jesus"
(John xii. 10, 11). The common peoFle believed, but not the self-righteous Pharisees.
THE WRITINGS OF MOSES.
The Lord further exhorted His hearers to " Search the Scriptures"
.. because they testified of Him (see John v. 19) and then He proceeded: "I am come in My Father's Name, and ye receive Me not;
if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive." To-day
the large majority of mankind in what are termed" Christian lands "
reject the Word of God, but receive any teacher who comes with some
new theory. This, the Lord added, keeps men from believing Me ;
they love to honour one another. l?roceeding with His statement of
the real state of affairs, the Lord declared: "Had ye believed Moses
(that is, the writings of Moses) ye would have believed Me, for he wrote
of Me." "If ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe My
words ~ " (John v. 43--47).
It should be noted that in verse 45 the Lord intimates that the
writings of Moses will appear as witnesses agains those who reject
the statements set forth therein. If any meaning can be attached towords, then this statement of the Lord's gives an absolute guarantee
as to the truth of all that is recorded by Moses. Hence the truth of
Creation as written by Moses is confirmed by Him Who is God as well
as man.
John, "the beloved disciple," declares concerning the Lord Jesus,
"the Word of God" (Rev. xix. 13) that: "All things were made by
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Him" (John i. 3). John taught that" the world was made by Him
and the world knew Him not" (John i. 10). Peter placed his testimony
before men in these words: "This they willingly are ignorant of, that
by the Word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing
out of the water and in the water."
Paul definitely states concerning the Gospel: "I neither received
it of man, neither was I taught it (by man), but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ" (Gal. i. 12), and he it was, who in opposing the idolatry
of the Lycaonians, declared: "Ye should turn from these vanities
unto the living God, which made heaven and earth and the sea and all
things that are therein" (Acts xiv. 15). Paul thus identified his teaching
with that held by the faithful believers in the early days of the Church,
who, when Peter and John were released from prison-after being placed
there by the religious leaders because they" preached Jesus "-" lifted
up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, Thou art God,
which hast made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that in tAem is "
(Acts iv. 1-3, 23, 24).
MAN DISTINCT FROM BEAST.

In practically all of his epistles, the Apostle Paul sets forth his
faith in the absolute reliability of the Books of Moses. He refers to
some" who changed the truth of God into a lie (i.e., said God's Word
was not true) and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, Who is blessed for ever" (Rom. i. 25). Such set more value
upon the opinions of their fellows than upon the solemn Word of God!
In writing to the believers in the learned, clever, and prosperous
city of Corinth, the apostle asserts: "There is one Lord Jesus Christ,
by Whom are all things and we by Him" (1 Cor. viii. 6). In the same
Epistle (chap. xi. 7-9) the Apostle definitely refers to the creation of
man and woman, and in chapter xv. 39 he shows that man cannot be
evolved from a lower animal, for he says: "All flesh is not the same
flesh, but there is one kind offlesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another
of fishes and another of birds." Let careful note be taken of this:
the flesh of men is entirely distinct from the flesh of beasts.
In his second letter to the Qorinthians, the Apostle confirms the
inspired account in Genesis of the Fall, when he writes: "I fear lest
by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ"
(2 Cor. xi. 3). In Galatians iii. this same apostle confirms (and he
received his teaching from the Lord Jesus) the history of Abraham as
recorded by Moses, and uses these words: "So then they which be
of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham " (Gal. iii. 9). This is a most
important piece of evidence, for the record of God's dealings with
Abraham are given in the book of Genesis, written by Moses, and the
promises made to Abraham concerning the Messiah-the Saviourare those upon which believers rest secure. Abraham believed in the
Lord Jesus (" Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he
saw it and was glad "-John viii. 56). Abraham rested upon the
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promises of God, and God confirmed them by a solemn oath (Heb.
vi. 13, 17-20), and He did so that men and women during all time
might have a secure foundation on which to rest. It is a most marvellous fact that God should condescend to confirm His own statements
on oath, yet such is the reality, and all who believe are by faith united
to the Lord Jesus-the" Anchor of the Soul."
THE RECORDS OF CREATION.
Every link in this chain, which holds the believer to the Lord Jesus,
is connected with the inspired records of Creation. God, Who trusted
Moses to write down the facts of the Covenant He made with Abraham
-and which Covenant is continued to every believer, and is guaranteed
by His oath, Who cannot lie and cannot change-also entrusted to
Moses the task of writing down God's Own accurate description of
Creation. If God's statements, in anyone respect, were unreliable,
then men would be left without hope. There could be no salvation) no
peace for the soul, and nothing but woeful darkness. Take away
Creation, and the Gospel disappears also.
Space forbids quotations from the Epistles to the Colossians,
Thessalonians, and Timothy, but in each there is a more or less plain
reference to the teaching of the Old Testament, including, of course,
the Books of Moses. In the Epistle to the Hebrews, the writer plainly
attests the inspired account of the Creation (Heb. i. 2, 3), and in
chapter xi. 3, the declaration is made: "Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the Word of God." James refers to the
Commandments (ii. 11), thus adding his testimony to the writin~s of
Moses; and Peter, in his last message, proclaims his faith in God's
Creation (2 Pet. iii. 5-7).
The closing Book of the Bible gloriously repeats the universal
testimony of all true believers. The redeemed bow before the Lord and
cry: "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power, for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are
and were created" (Rev. iv. 11); and the angelic witness agrees, for
an angel" sware by Him that liveth for ever and ever, Who created
heaven and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things
that therein are," etc. (Rev. x. 6); and finally an angel" cried with a
loud voice, Fear God . . . and worship Him that made heaven and
earth and the sea" (Rev. xiv. 7). The Sabbath day is an enduring
witness that God created man (Gen. ii. 2).
P. I. B.
THE SERVANT OF THE LIVING GOD.
THERE is something very touching in the picture which we have of
Darius. "He was sore displeased with himself and laboured till the
going down of the sun to deliver Daniel." He tried everything he
could think of. Possibly he sent messages and orders and appeals, and
made inquiries all over Babylon. Could no one discover or devise a
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way out 1 No, he accomplished nothing except his own greater
weariness and vexation. The sun went down and with it his last hope.
He had himself to give the command, and Daniel was thrown to the
lions. The stone was sealed. How Daniel passed the night is in the
meantime sealed from us. We know that Darius was awake, his fears,
hopes and miseries chasing each other through his head and heart, as
the hours went on (slow ones they would be) till the morning at last
came, and very early the king was out, in haste going to the den.
There he spoke, a king's speech indeed, when he cried with a lamentable
voice, " 0 Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, Whom thou
servest continually, able to deliver thee 1" And if he had had no
music in his palace during the night, he had it at daybreak outside
the lions' den. (It is not our palaces that give us joy. It is some living
voice that speaks comfortable words to our hearts.) The captive
replied, " 0 king, live for ever. My God hath sent His angel." And
then another command was given, Darius now rejoicing in its execution,
and that his laws altered not. The lions were not forgotten, and all
Babylon was glad, as Solomon says cities are, when it goes well with
the righteous and badly with the wicked. "So this Daniel prospered,"
still serving continually a living God. The rage and hate of men had
swept over his head, but, as aforetime, unmoved by them and their
laws, he prayed and praised three times a day, with his window open
and his face toward the holy city, Jerusalem, where in Psalms and in
prophecies the glory, the love, the salvation of Christ had been sung.
We know some of his praises. He said, " To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him."
How ardently he prayed, " 0 Lord, hear; 0 Lord, forgive; 0 Lord,
hearken and do." But as he grew older, still continually serving God,
his nights were not all so peaceful as the one he spent in the lions' den;
for the visions of God came upon him, till there was no strength left
in him, till his comeliness was turned into corruption, and he waited at
the footstool of God to hear what He would say to him. And he heard
and he wrote, but understood not, and said, " 0 my Lord, what shall
be the end of these things 1" And the Lord told him a little of the
meaning-very little-but said t.hat they were blessed who waited. It
was not for him to know more then. The times and seasons were
sure and certain; earlier and later they would surely come, and blessed
were they who waited. As for Daniel, he was to go his own way,
serve God in the land of his enemies until his own end came. Then he
should rest until the resurrection. His own lot still awaits him, when
he will serve God with all the sainUl and martyrs. David will be
amongst them, standing in his lot and saying, " Not unto us, but unto
Thy Name give glory." How sweet was his appeal and ascription!
" 0 Lord, I am Thy servant and the son of Thy handmaid; Thou hast
loosed my bonds." That sounds like a service which is perfect freedom.
O. may the blessed Spirit give us thus to serve Him. It will mean that
in measure we know Christ and the power of His resurrection.
FOLLOWER-OK.
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"ANOTHER GENERATION."
" They clwse new gods; then was war in' the gates."-JUDGES v. 8.
" The Lamb shall overcome them; for He is Lord of lords and King of
kings."-REv. xvii. 14.
ALAS! apparently it might now be said of England that another
generation has arisen. The King of kings is hardly thought of at all !
The king or god of self and pleasure has taken His place. The men
and women of the Reformation period, and the firstfruits of their life
and death struggle, have passed away. It seems as if they and their
struggles and their lifework are alike forgotten, and the blood-bought
results are completely obliterated. "Another generation" has arisen
in their place. It was so in the past. In the times of the Judges we
read, " All that generation were gathered unto their fathers, and there
arose another generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor
yet the works which He had done." These" followed other gods of
the gods of the people"; they" provoked the Lord to anger"; "they
went a-whoring after other gods and bowed themselves unto them"
(Judges ii. 10, 12, 17). Darkness, disbelief and disaster followed. The
King of kings for the time being forsook them. History repeats itself.
How many times since have nations gone wrong, and been dealt with
for their sin by the Divine King? One cannot doubt that it is taking
place again to-day. England has truly" provoked Him to jealousy
with strange gods . . . gods which they knew not, new gods that came
newly up" (Deut. xxxii. 16-17). The "god" of pleasure rules
thousands of lives. Money, any amount of it, is willingly expended
freely on self and amusement, and the work of the Lord is not supported.
Even Christians, children of God whose spiritual life is at a low ebb,
are verily guilty in this. Selfishness and self-gratification are gaining
such an awful hold on us nowadays that the Lord, His claims, and
worship and work, take a very small place in our lives.
This, however, is but one phase of our godlessness. Our" new
gods" are many and various. God is denied, forgotten and ignored.
David complained of man, "all his thoughts are, there is no God"
(Psa. x. 4, margin), or as the text puts it, "God is not in all his
thoughts." England now as a whole is turning away from all knowledge of Him, all acknowledgement of Him. Few are the homes now,
alas! where family prayers or grace at meals are the regular rule of
the house. Yet Jehovah is still supreme! "In Him we live and
move and have our being," let man imagine and fancy what he will.
"Who can stay His hand and say, What doest Thou?" The weather
is another proof of the power and presence of the supreme God. "Who
can stay the bottles of heaven?" Man cannot control the elements.
When" the Lord (poureth) the water out of His buckets" (Num. xxiv.
6, 7), man cannot prevent it. Man, too, is very small, very puny, very
helpless in every great event. He can make "new gods," but he
cannot get any help out of them in his need! With all his marvellous
inventions, with all his boasted strength, with all his wonderful know3
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ledge, he cannot avert war, prevent accidents, or stop diseases. Only
the King of kings, the Almighty, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent
God can control and command these things. And He does control
and command them, "that the living may know that the Most High
_ruleth in the kingdom of men," "and His kingdom ruleth over all "
(Dan. iv. 17; Psa. ciii. 19). Oh! that the Lord might yet pour out
His Holy Spirit and awake us to " know" His Sovereignty, and to see
and acknowledge our sins in His sight. For if we forsake God, He will
forsake us.
Evil days are surely before us! Before us partly, one cannot doubt,
in chastisement, for our godlessness and backsliding as a nation.
Wilful sin brings chastening and discipline. A woman of old, Deborah,
puts this very tersely, "They chose new gods; then was war in the
gates" (Judges v. 7-8). "They chose." It was a deliberate turning
from and turning to. Deliberate turning away from the living and
true God, and deliberate turning to gods that were no gods, impotent,
helpless, lifeless things. "They forsook the Lord God of their fathers
. . . and provoked the Lord to anger" (chap. ii. 12).
But let us ever remember that our God is a God of love. "What
saith the Scripture" about the burning bush, the Church 1 "Nee tamen
consumebatur "-" nevertheless it was not consumed." His Own
people will never be overwhelmed. Whatever storms may yet be
. before us, He will bring us safely through. He ever gives more than
we desire or deserve. The thief on the cross simply asked, "Lord,
remember me." The answer was infinitely greater, "This day shalt
thou be with Me in Paradise." The Church of God is redeemed,
redeemed with the precious blood of Christ. His sinless We was
poured out, that her forfeited life might be given back to her. He will
preserve that for which He died. Above all, let us remember, too,
our Lord's Own words spoken for the most troublous time, " And there
shall be . . . upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the
sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming on the earth. . . . And
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption ~raweth nigh" (Luke xxi. 25-28).
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
New Eltham, S.E.9.
A LONDON CLERGYMAN ON SECESSION.
" I HAVE this morning profoundly enjoyed the contents of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for October. . . . Reflection has only deepened my intention
of leaving the Church of England should Parliament sanction the new
Prayer Book.
" Apart from the iniquity of adherence to what will then become
an unscriptural and apostate assembly, God's blessing will inevitably
be withdrawn, making the greatest labours barren of result, and futile."
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A STRANGE PRISONER.
(Copied from The Sunday at Home for the Year 1885, by a
Correspondent.)
A VENERABLE French pastor has recorded a remarkable incident of
his early life, when he used to visit the prison of the town where he
lived. Never since the night when the Philippian gaoler fell trembling
at the feet of Paul and Silas, has the question, " What must I do to be
saved 1" been uttered with more earnestness or been followed by
more happy results, as the following narrative shows.
It is forty years ago (says the narrator who has long since gone
to his rest), and I had reasons for not before making the facts public,
but the impressions remained ever vividly in my mind, and I must
now give the details of one of the most striking and joyful conversions
that I witnessed in the course of my long ministry.
I was asked as chaplain (aumonier) to see a malefactor recently
arrived and lodged in his cell in the prison. I found him a man,
gloomy and taciturn, who only responded in monosyllables to my
questions. At this first visit he said, " I know, monsieur l'aumonier,
what you come to speak to me about, and I know beforehand the
exhortation and the reproaches which you will address to me. But,
look you, I have nothing to do with religion. I am abandoned by
God and men. I have been led into crime, and I shall be sent to the
galleys, like so many others." Notwithstanding this unpromising
beginning I continued to go and see him.
During another visit he said to me, "You are doing your duty,
Mr. Chaplain; you come to try to speak to me about religion; that
is your affair. But all the chaplains in the world could do nothing
for me. What I have done is done, and cannot be effaced; the proofs
are crushing; I shall be tried and condemned; it is not religion that
can hinder it." For several days I could draw nothing from this man;
his sullen and hardened looks were fixed on the ground, without a
trace of any confidence towards me. Deeply moved by his condition,
I prayed to God to show me some way by which his soul might be
reached and influenced.
A few days afterwards, having to go to visit some other prisons,
the thought happily was impressed on me to take with me a copy of
St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, and with it I went to the prisoner.
I found the poor man in the same melancholy condition, and absorbed
in his gloomy thoughts. I said to him that I had to be away for some
time, and that I had brought him a book which I begged him to read
before my return. He seemed willing to have this occupation of his
time. I left him. On returning to the prison after a week's absence,
I was met by the governor, who seemed impatient to see me. "Our
prisoner," he said, "has been in a terrible state of despair since your
departure. We have been obliged to watch him for fear of his attempting his life. Go up to him at once."
On reaching the door of his cell, with the turnkey, I heard stifled

34

The Gospel Magazine

cries and groans. .As soon as I entered and was recognized, this
criminal, who had been so hardened and insensible under all my former
appeals, threw himself on the ground at my feet. He uttered, in tones
of despair, the most heart-rending plaints, and clasped my knees
convulsively with his arms. I felt deep pity for him, and, raising him
up, asked him the cause of his distress.
Then, with energetic gesture, pointing to the Epistle to the Romans
open beside him, he said, "Sir, this book you gave me, it is not a
man who wrote it, but God himself. God only could know so well
all that is in my heart. In reading this book I find here expressed
all the feelings that have so long agitated me. I see that I am a man
lost, lost for this life and for the other life; if my life is not taken I
shall go to prison, and if condemned to die hell must be my doom.
This epistle of God has kindled in me a fire which burns me! "
" But," said I, " since you yourself say this letter is from God, why
do you not take its words of comfort and of promises, as well as its
threatenings and condemnation ~" "If St. Paul could say' Miserable
man that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of death ~ ,
What shall I say, I from whom the eye of God must turn with horror
as from one accursed ~ Oh, Sir, I see now how guilty I am! Have
pity on me! Have pity on me ! "
Whilst he was speaking, I lifted my heart in earnest prayer to God,
beseeching Him to help me to place before this poor soul the truths
of the Gospel.
" You tell me," I said, " how this word of St. Paul plunges you into
despair, but have you not read the verse which follows, ' Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord' ~" "I fully believe it of St. Paul.
He could render thanks to God for many things; it was good for him .
but for me, a poor criminal, waiting condemnation, ought I to thank
God for being seized by the gendarmes, and thrown into a solitary
prison cell ~ I have nothing to give me any hope of mercy from God
or man." More he said to the same effect, confessing how he had
followed his own way, and gratified his evil passions, without even
trying to live that virtuous life which he thought would alone merit
the favour of God. While I perceived from his reference to merit that
he had obtained no glimpse of the freeness of Divine grace, yet it was
a fact hopeful and precious to me that he had been subdued by the
Bible as coming directly from God. I concluded that it would only
be by striking a.nd direct statements from the Gospels that I could
hope for peace to his troubled soul. I said to him, "I am going to
read to you the account of an event recorded in the history of the
Acts of the Apostles, which proves we are not saved by any merit in
ourselves, but by faith in Jesus Christ, whose merits alone make us
accepted before God."
I then read in the sixteenth chapter of the Acts, beginning at the
eleventh verse, the story of the Philippian gaoler, so familiar to many,
but which this poor prisoner seemed never to have heard, or if heard
had never heeded. He listened with rapt attention and on my coming
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to the end he exclaimed, "What! this man, who just before Was
going to kill himself, who knew nothing of Jesus Christ, could he at
once be saved and all his house 1 It is like a dream to hear such a
thing! Why, then, even a robber or murderer could be acquitted by
the Almighty 1" "Yes, I declare to you, that by the infinite grace
of God such an one can be saved, if only, like the gaoler of Philippi,
he is seized with terror at the sight of his sin, if he feels a real sense
of penitence, if with felitr and trembling he seeks the Saviour, and
embraces by faith the person of Jesus Christ. This Jesus, a voice
from heaven was heard to proclaim as the Son of God, in Whom the
Father was well pleased. You yourself, my friend, you have already
become the subject of a miracle of grace."
" Is it possible 1 But how is this 1 Explain it to me."
" Here is the miracle of grace; that same voice which speaks to
us through the prophets and apostles is that which is given to us to
recognize in this Epistle to the Romans; and this is indeed a gift of
God in your behalf. Your remorse and your anguish of spirit are the
result of the conviction that God Himself has spoken to you; your
fear and trembling, in listening to that voice, have impelled you, as
well as that Philippian gaoler, to desire earnestly to know what you
must do to be saved. Having such desire, you are the object of the
love of God, and this love draws you towards his Son. And as you
embrace by faith these truths, the Holy Spirit will work in you the
will and endeavour to do good works in the name of Christ. Without
holiness none can see the Lord. But the Spirit is promised for to
sanctify all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ. I will show you in
the New Testament the proof of what I am telling you."
"Oh do, Sir, do show me this, I long to understand this, and need
to know about it."
I then read to the anxious inquirer, while he listened attentively,
such passages as that in the Epistle to the Ephesians, where the·
natural condition of man is described, dead in trespasses and sins,
fulfilling the lusts of the flesh and of the spirit. "But God, who is
rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quickened -us together in Christ"; that is,
He hath given life to the dead, and this wholly by His grace through
faith, not by any merit or good works. Whilst I was reading and
explaining these passages of Scripture, the eyes of the prisoner,
formerly so dull and downcast, were fixed upon me with earnest
·attention. His pale countenance coloured with excitement, and his
very body trembled with the emotion which agitated him. Suddenly
he rose, and standing before me, with his arm lifted toward heaven,
he exclaimed, "I desire to cast myself upon Jesus Christ, the Saviour
of sinners," and he wept tears of penitence and of faith.
I then recited to him some words of hopeful encouragement. "Him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). "God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
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God sent not His Son to condemn the world; but that the world through
Him might be saved. He that believeth on the Son is not condemned;
but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John iii. 16-18).
When we knelt in prayer, his agitation was manifest from his earnest
assent to any words expressing his own conditions or feelings. "God
be merciful to me a sinner! Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief,"
such words as these came from his heart.
These impressions were deepened during subsequent visits. On one
occasion I read to him the fifty-first Psalm, which greatly affected him.
The full forgiveness of one who had been guilty of such crimes gave
hope to him, as it has to many penitents in all times. He was an:rious
to learn more about the way of forgiveness, and appeared to enter
fully into the Gospel method of salvation; the satisfying of Divine
justice by the death of the Redeemer so that the guilty might be
pardoned. It was difficult to persuade him that he might at once
obtain forgiveness, his idea being that long years of evil life must
require long years of remorse and repentance. I explained to him
that the sense of sin and of unworthiness might long remain and would
be useful in keeping him watchful and humble; but that so far as
God's Word is concerned there is promise of immediate and free
forgiveness, for there is now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit (Romans
viii. 1). On hearing the words of the dying Saviour to the thief on
the cross, "To-dav shalt thou be with Me in Paradise," his emotion
was intense, and f~lling on his knees, as if struck by the Divine mercy,
he cried, " 0 my Lord and my God, is it possible that such forgiveness
can be extended to me 1 It is too much, it is too much! I am overwhelmed with the sense of Thy love and compassion for sinners."
Meanwhile the time was drawing nigh for his appearing before the
court, and he well knew that some heavy sentence awaited him. But
the fear or an:riety about this appeared light. "I believe," he said,
"that I am pardoned before the tribunal of the Almighty Judge,
through the blood of Jesus Christ my Saviour. I am willing to serve
Him wherever I am, and to bear witness for Him, whether in life or
death. I have one request, Sir, to make. See the President of the
tribunal, and ask him to hasten my trial. I long to give proof of
what God has done for me, a poor sinner."
I promised to speak to the President of the tribunal about the time
of the trial, and I left with him my New Testament having the Psalms
bound with it. He thanked me warmly for the book. On taking
leave I held out my hand, which he was about to kiss in token of his
humble gratitude. I opened my arms, when he threw himself into
my open arms, leaning his head on my shoulders, and bursting into
tears. I said to him, feeling the same as Paul did to the slave Onesimus,
"You have become my brother in Christ Jesus."
" You are too generous to speak of me thus," he said, "but I will
do all in my power hereafter to prove myself worthy of the good name
you give me."
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Before leaving, I gave him some advice as to his study of the
Scriptures, and he promised to make the best use of his time in this
occupation. As I expected to be absent for some days, I promised
to send him one or two short tracts which might assist him, and after
praying with him, I was hasting to leave. At the moment of closing
the door, I heard him utter a heavy groan and throw himself on his
pallet. I returned to ask what was the matter. He said that though
he felt a peace and joy unknown before, his limbs were feeble and
full of pain, and his head seemed light and giddy. Feeling his pulse,
I found him in a state of fever, and told him I would ask the governor
to send the doctor to see him. He said he had no illness, it was only
weakness after the exciting thoughts his mind had experienced; and
that he would soon recover if he might have permission to be in the
open air in the court of the prison. This I promised to obtain for
him. Having seen the governor, I said that I was going to bring the
next day a little catechism, which I thought would be useful for the
religious instruction of the prisoner.
When I brought this, I said to the governor, "You probably now
have no disquietude as to the prisoner committing suicide." "No,"
he replied, "on the contrary, when I went to him yesterday along
with the doctor, he begged my pardon for the violence he had previously
shown."
I did not go to see him then, and on returning after some days, I
found he was much better, and had regained entirely his tranquillity
of mind. I told him I had ascertained that his case was among the
first on the roll, and would be tried in about three weeks. He thanked
me warmly for all the trouble I had taken about him, and he took
pleasure in telling some of the things he had learned in his study of
the book I had left with him. He repeated some of the verses of the
New Testament, and he had read and re-read what he called the
beautiful psalm of penitence and confession of King David.
Each time I saw him during these three weeks, he seemed to have
learned something new. He was delighted with the parables of Jesus,
especially the prodigal son, the lost sheep, and the labourer hired at
the last hour. There was no doubt as to his increased penitence,
humility and docility, and I had good hope that his faith also was
stronger. I pass over the incidents of the following days, only mentioning that he begged me to be in the court during his trial, as it would
be a support and comfort to him. Accordingly on the day of the
opening of the assizes I was in the court. When the case of my
prisoner was called, I watched attentively, and saw him advance
between two gendarmes, calm, but very pale. Having looked round,
his eyes fell upon me, and brightened on seeing that I had acceded to
his request.
The court presented an imposing scene'-the judges, the barristers,
the jurymen, and a large concourse of people-for the case promised
to be an exciting one, and a severe sentence was anticipated.
After the usual formalities and hearing evidence, the prisoner always
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replying with humility to the questions addressed to him, the President
of the court said, "Prisoner at the bar, you have secured no counsel
for your defence, and we will name one for this duty."
" Monsieur le President," said the prisoner, "will you allow me to
say a few words ~ "
"What have you got to say ~ "
" I do not wish, Monsieur le President, my case to be defended. I
have admitted my guilt to M.le Juge d'Instruction; I have asked pardon
of God and man, and I am ready to submit to whatever sentence the
court may pronounce." Then falling on his knees, and holding in his
hand his New Testament, he exclaimed in a voice trembling with
emotion: "My Father, I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight,
and I am not worthy to be called Thy son! But I appeal to Thy
mercy, in the name of Thy Son Jesus Christ, this Crucified One! "with this he pointed to the picture of the Saviour which is in all the
French Courts of Justice, adding: "I wished to bear this testimony
to Jesus my Saviour before all this assembly." A murmur of surprise
and emotion ran through the court. Never had such a scene been
before witnessed. It was so sudden and unexpected, and withal so
solemn, that no one interrupted the strange proceeding, and the
prisoner was heard in breathless silence.
Some of the audience were seen to be in tears, while gradually there
were loudly expressed remarks of astonishment heard.
The President himself was visibly moved, and in addressing the
prisoner spoke with tones of gentleness, not of rebuke.
" Prisoner at the bar," he said, "the jury will know what to think
of the sincerity of these words, and of your repentance. La parole est a
M. le Pro~reur du Roi (it was in the reign of Louis Philippe); the
king's advocate will now sustain the charges against you. After the
speech, and the statements of witnesses, the President asked the
prisoner if he had anything to say more ~
"Nothing in my defence. M. le President, I thank you for your
goodness; I thank above all my dear teacher, the chaplain of the
prison, who has been the faithful minister of Jesus Christ to bring
me to consecrate myself to Him,. body, soul and spirit, wherever your
just judgment may place me."
The jury then retired for consultation, on the direction of the
President, who ordered the prisoner to be removed with the gendarmes.
I went after him, and when he had renewed his expression of gratitude
I read to him from the eighth chapter of the Romans.
The jury having returned, the President summoned the prisoner,
upon whom all eyes were fixed.
In the midst of profound silence, the foreman of the jury thus spoke :
" In our soul and conscience, and before God, the jury, through my
voice, replies to the questions1. Is the prisoner guilty ~ Yes, we find unanimously."
The
prisoner covered his eyes with his hands, weeping bitterly.
2. "Are there any extenuating circumstances ~ Yes, the jury
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find unanimously that there are, and recommend the prisoner to the
clemency of the court." The Judges then retired to consider their
decision.
After consultation the President delivered the judgment which gave
the lowest sentence allowed by the law, condemning the prisoner to
imprisonment in one of the central national prisons for a certain
number of years. I was informed that he would be removed in the
prison van on the following day. He begged that I would be present
at his removal. Having taken leave, in most respectful and touching
manner, of the governor and the doctor, in parting from me he asked
leave to write to me regularly during the years of his detention. I
gladly gave my consent, promising to answer his letters. I also
promised to recommend him to the consideration of the governor of
his new prison. At the moment when the gendarme was making him
enter the van, I said, " Au revoir, my brother in Jesus Christ! "
I received from time to time good reports of his conduct. He was
reported to be exemplary in his submission and respect to those over
him. At first he had to undergo a term of solitary confinement, and
afterwards the silence required in the workshops prevented his bearing
any testimony to his fellow prisoners. But later on, he was made
chief of his workshop for his good conduct, and he showed much
sympathy and kindness to those under him. His letters to me were
most satisfactory, and I could perceive his growth in Christian knowledge and experience. From the chaplain of the prison I also received
very favourable accounts of him. So the years passed, till the Minister
of Justice obtained the royal signature for a remission of part of the
time of imprisonment to those who had merited the favour by their
conduct.
I was signally surprised one day by receiving a letter announcing
his release, accompanied by an earnest appeal that I would obtain
employment for him as a Bible colporteur. This I could conscientiously
...do, being assured from my knowledge of his history and character that
he was well fitted for such a post. He fulfilled his duties with remarkable zeal and success for a number of years.
His death occurred after a short illness, during which he gave
triumphant proof of his Christian faith and hope. To me it is a
happiness to give this record of one of the most striking incidents in
my ministerial life.
"CONTINUE IN PRAYER."
COLOSSIANS iv. 2.
IT is interesting to remark how large a portion of Sacred Writ is occupied
with the subject of prayer, either in furnishing examples, enforcing
precepts, or pronouncing promises. We scarcely open the Bible before
we read, " Then began men to call upon the name of the Lord"; and
just as we are about to close the volume, the" Amen" of an earnest
supplication meets our ear. Instances are plentiful. Here we find
a wrestling Jacob-there a Daniel who prayed three times a day-

40

The Gospel Magazine

and a David who with all his heart called upon his God. On the
mountain we see Elias; in the dungeon Paul and Silas. We have
multitudes of commands, and myriads of promises. What does this
teach us, but the sacred importance and necessity of prayer ~ We
may be certain that whatever God has made prominent in His Word,
He intended to be conspicuous in our lives. If He has said much about
prayer, it is because He knows we have much need of it. So deep are
our necessities, that until we are in heaven we must not cease to pray.
Dost thou want nothing ~ Then I fear thou dost not know thy poverty.
Hast thou no mercy to ask of God ~ Then, may the Lord's mercy show
thee thy misery! A prayerless soul is a Christless soul. Prayer is
the lisping of the believing infant, the shout of the fighting believer,
the requiem of the dying saint falling asleep in Jesus. It is the breath,
the watchword, the comfort, the strength, the honour of a Christian.
If thou be a child of God, thou wilt seek thy Father's face, and live in
thy Father's love. Pray that this year thou mayest be holy, humble,
zealous, and patient; have closer communion with Christ, and enter
oftener into the banqueting-house of His love. Pray that thou mayest
be an example and a blessing unto others, and that thou mayest live
more to the glory of thy Master. The motto for this year must be,
" Continue in prayer."-C. H. Spurgeon's Daily Readings.
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THE BELIEVER'S SEALING.
By THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D.
EPHES. i. 13.
THE people of God have been" blessed with all spiritual blessings in
Christ," and one of these blessings is that of Sealing with the Holy
Spirit. The steps which lead up to the sealing are carefully marked
in the 13th verse.
1. YE HEARD THE WORD OF TRUTH, the Gospel of your salvation.
That was the first link in the chain. There was a time when they had
not heard. Brought up in a wicked and idolatrous city, they knew
not the truth. The day came, however, when, in the providence of
God, the Apostle Paul visited Ephesus, and continuing there for two
years, he proclaimed the truth of God in their midst. He preached
that Word which is " truth" and is no lie, even the good news concerning salvation. In this, Ephesus was greatly favoured. While
other cities still lay in heathen darkness, the light of the Gospel shone
unto them. They heard the Word of Truth.
2. YE ALSO TRUSTED, AFTER THAT YE HEARD. Hearing the Gospel
will avail nothing, unless it is followed by trusting Him Who is the
subject of the Gospel, God's beloved Son. There are always many
more hearers than believers. Out of the four different classes of
hearers in the Parable of the Sower only one heard to any lasting profit.
So it was, doubtless, in Ephesus. Great would be the number of
hearers, but few believed. "Faith cometh by hearing and hearing
by the Word of God."
3. AFTER THAT YE BELIEVED, YE WERE SEALED. "On believing"
(as it might be rendered) " ye were sealed." The language is, of course,
figurative. Sealing is the mark of ownership. Sheep are sealed or
marked to signify to what owner they belong. The sealing does not
make them the property of the owner, but it shows that they are his
property. God seals with the Holy Spirit all whom He has purchased
to Himself by the precious blood of Christ. He puts His mark on
them. He puts His Spirit within them. "They that have My Spirit,
these, saith He, are Mine." Every believer in Jesus is "secured"
until the day of redemption-the day when their bodies will be redeemed
from the corruption of the grave. It should be a vital question with
every reader, "Have I been thus sealed?" Not, Have I been baptized, or confirmed? Not, Am I a regular Communicant? We may
have all the marks of Church membership, and yet lack this gracious
and internal mark. "If any man have not the SpIrit of Christ he is
none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). But" if the Spirit of Him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you," see to it that you" grieve not the
Holy Spirit of God whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption"
(Ephes. iv. 30).
" THEY that associate with evil doers, are in danger of sharing in
their plagues."-Matthew Henry.
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THE LATE REV. J. B. BARRACLOUGH, M.A.
WE feel that we ought to pay a brief tribute to the memory of the
Rev. J. B. Barraclough, who was called Home on Oct. 15th last. His
death took place in London, where for many years he laboured in a
poor parish in Lambeth. Latterly he had retired from active parochial
labours, but he still preached, and attended a great number of Committee meetings in connection with the Protestant and Evangelical
Societies. He was in his eighty-fifth year and was a stalwart Protestant
and Evangelical Churchman. Ordained sixty-one years ago, he always
kept to the long surplice which he wore without a cassock. We believe
that he always wore the black gown in the pulpit in his Church in
Lambeth.
Frequently when we were stationed in Bath he preached for us,
and his sermons were always of a faithful Evangelical and expository
character. Even when preaching controversial sermons he sought to
be an instrument of blessing to perishing sinners.
He was Chairman both of the Church Association and the Lord's
Day Observance Society. He was also a Vice-president of the Sovereign
Grace Union, and a regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He told
us once that a good many magazines were sent to him every month
at which he could only give a cursory glance, but he always made a
point of really reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
It is difficult to imagine Protestant and Evangelical meetings in
London without his genial presence.
It may be truly said that he was a godly man, a man who not only
held the truth, but also walked in the truth. Absent from the body,
he is present with the Lord.

MISS BETSY CROYDON, OF CHELTENHAM.
A KIND correspondent informs us that, a very dear friend and a reader
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was called to her eternal Home in July,
1927. Her name was MIss BETSY CROYDON, of Cheltenham. She wa
for many years a worshipper at the Walker Memorial Church,
Cheltenham, and a keen supporter of good work which had for its
object the exaltation of Christ.

" ALL unrenewed men, that is, all ' who are in the flesh,' are at once
the enemies of God and the objects of His displeasure. Their habitual
and characteristic state of mind, that state which every man has who
is not' in the Spirit,' is enmity to God, and consequently is the object
of His disapprobation."-Remark on Rom. viii. 6, 8 by Dr. C. Badge.
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"0 GIVE THANKS."

A HAPPY new year to each of my young readers. I hope that you
have all had much reason at this time of the year to give thanks for
loving gifts bestowed upon you by those who love you dearly. The
gifts may be small or large, few or many, according to circumstances,
but I expect you have all received some tokens of love, for which
you have given warm and hearty thanks.
Now Who is really the Giver of all the good things which we receive
at the hands of kind relatives and friends 1 You will at once realize
that God is " the Author and Giver of all good things." Turn to Him
then with joy and gratitude, and thank Him with all your heart, if
you are a child of God, resting by faith on the finished work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Truly there is abundant reason for you to give
thanks.
The three little words at the head of our paper caught my attention
the other day in reading some of the psalms. May your heart respond
to the repeated earnest and striking words of the Psalmist-" 0 give
thanks." He uses them to begin four psalms, and in the case of the
last one, the first three verses and the last verse all begin with " 0
give thanks." Would you like to look them up in your Bible? They
all occur after the hundredth psalm. If you read them through, you
will see how greatly the psalmist was impressed with the almighty
power of God, as shown in creation, and in the constant provision for
His people. He was impressed too with the lovingkindness of the
Lord, so that in one of the psalms he cries out four times over, " Oh
that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful
works to the children of men."
It is the duty and privilege of the child of God at all times to give
thanks to Him. Some of us are reading now in the book of Daniel.
You know of the cunning plot tha~ was laid by his jealous enemies to
have him thrown into the den of lions. Well, in the tenth verse of the
sixth chapter of the book of Daniel we read-" Now when Daniel knew
that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows
being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his
knees three times a day, and gave thanks before his God, as he did
aforetime." Is it not beautiful to think of his giving thanks at such
a time?
What a difference a thankful spirit makes in the life and in the IMe
of each one who possesses it. There is one poor, industrious mother
whom I visit, who is always thankful for something or other when I
call. "0 give thanks unto the Lord" then continually. "Let the
heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord."
E. A. H.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary writes: "Many thanks for the parcel
of literature for the men. I am sure they will highly appreciate the
magazines. There is an excellent work amongst them here in --."
The work amongst the outgoing troopships is full of encouragement,
and it fills our hearts with joy as we see many young men going across
the seas to witness to the truths they have read in the books and
magazines received from us. More literature, specially bound volumes,
is needed for the various naval ports and garrison towns, and we shall
value all our kind friends can spare. Let us labour on while we can,
and if our Lord tarry may 1928 be a blessed year of service for the
men and lads of the Army and Navy.
Yours sincerely in Christ,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, December, 1927.

tlJrotestant )lharon.
HOW THE BISHOPS' PRAYER BOOK MAY LEAD TO
SECESSION.
AT the moment of writing, the decision of Parliament as to the Prayer
Book measure is unknown. Whether it passes or not, however, our
readers will be interested to read some extracts from letters which we
have received from two clergymen. One lives in the south of England.
He writes:"You will have learned that' in nothing doubting' is my attitude.
I see quite clearly what must be my attitude and line of action, 'if
and when.'
" You may have noted Mr. Hinde's allusion in his speech yesterday
to those to whose minds no alternative but secession presented itself.
" He disagreed with that line, and expressed the hope that it would
be only after careful thought and counsel together. Now my difficulty
is that I do not know how to set about getting a hold of the secessionists
or possible secessionists, who, according to Mr. Hinde, are probably
more numerous than most people realize.
" I do not know whether you are or are not altogether of my mind.
" Could I see you and have a talk over things ~
" How we do need to be on our knees and on our faces in prayer
all the time. Thank God for those who have remained faithful.
Truly their reward will be great.
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" I am not judging any of my brethren who propose to ' stay in and
fight,' but I see no satisfaction and much subtle danger, and no practical
benefit accruing."
The other clergyman lives in the north of England. He writes :" I wonder if you have decided upon your course of action if Parliament should sanction the new Prayer Book. Anyhow I should be
grateful for any suggestions, or criticism or advice, regarding what I
propose to do myself (D.V.), in that case, unless some better way that
I feel I can conscientiously follow shows itself.
"If this evil measure becomes law by the deliberate decision of
, the powers that be,' after they have had clear testimony as to what
it means, as they will have, without doubt, I do not feel that I can,
with a good conscience, remain a member for a single hour of such
an organization as the Church of England will have then become.
She will have turned her back deliberately upon great and clear light,
wonderfully and graciously bestowed; she will speak with a double
tongue; she will have given up the Word of God written as her Rule
of Faith; she will have returned to the chasuble, etc.; she will have
established her position by guile and deceit. Her rulers have, of set
purpose, determined to please men rather than God.
" I know that you must be feeling all these things as keenly as I do
myself. I am grieved beyond measure that the Protestants in our
dear Church have not decided to come out immediately, in case this
device is legalized. It seems to me that to endeavour to fight such
an organization from within, will place all who attempt this, however
good their motives may be, in a false position. It also appears to me
that to pursue that course, after 'the powers that be' confirm the
directions of the Deposited Book and the Measure as the law of the
land, will be unscriptural (Rom. xiii.).
"I think of writing to my Diocesan politely and plainly, if the
measure passes. I shall tell him that the moment the King signs I
cease to belong to the National Church.
"I trust that some of the most considerate and Christian of my
people will take a somewhat similar step as regards public worship,
but concerning this one cannot tell for certain what they will finally
decide to do."
In a postscript this clergyman says, " I think there must be others
who feel as I do. I would that it could be arranged that all such
could go out, as it were in a body. This would have a good effect
as regards the Protestantism of the future in our country."
We greatly admire the courage and faithfulness of these men, and
we hope that if the measure passes all who intend to secede may
arrange to meet for prayer and common counsel.
We would only add, that in the case of clergymen holding livings,
we see no wrong in giving three or four months' notice to the Trustees
of livings ere they finally sever their connection from the Church of
England. They could hardly leave their vicarages until they had
secured some other place of abode.
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PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

EBENEZER! expresses the feelings of the Committee as another year
closes; for the Lord has been mindful of His people. With 1049
Pensioners looking to the Society for assistance along life's highway,
the eyes of the Committee have been up to Him Who has promised,
and they have again proved how faithful He is.
Nearly 10,000 Pensioners have passed on to the Homeland, and as
one passes, another seeks for aid.
The Secretary will be pleased to send literature to any friend desiring
it or to reply to any inquiries respecting the work. New subscribers
are needed to help on the good work.
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THE MIDNIGHT CRY AND OTHER POEMS. By Anna R. Gadsden. Pp.
124. Price 2s. 6d. (Clement Wileman, 5 and 7, Redcross Street,
London, KC.I.)
The authoress of these poems was at one time a member of the
congregation of which Mr. J. K Flegg was pastor. In his preface Mr.
Flegg says, "The ring of the Old Theology pervades these pages."
Although the poems are not beyond criticism, they are evidently the
breathings of a heart which loves and honours both the written and
the incarnate Word.
CYPRIAN TRENCH. By Constancia Serjeant. Pp. 192. Price 2s. 6d.
(Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4 St. Paul's Churchyard, London,
KC.4.)
This is a thrilling Protestant story. It suggests that there are
Jesuits in disguise acting as clergymen in the Church of England, and
plotting to bring its members over to Romanism. It shows how a
young wealthy lady attending an ~glo-CatholicChurch was influenced
to enter a convent, bringing great sorrow to her parents. Cyprian
Trench was an ordained clergyman in the Church of England who was
associated with the Anglo-Catholic movement. Mercifully his eyes
were opened and he was brought into the light, and became an
Evangelical Protestant minister. The story is well calculated to
expose the evils of Sacerdotalism and Jesuitism.
We have received an excellent sermon by Mr. J. K. Popham, entitled
A WORD TO ALL. It was occasioned by the sermon of Dr. Barnes
on Evolution. It is well worthy of circulation. Price 2!d. post free.
To be had of Mr. J. K. Popham, "Normandien," 10, Harrington Road,
Brighton.
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