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A NEW YEAR'S WORD TO THE FAMILY.
" Grace b'3 with all them that love ou.r Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity."-

EpHESIANS vi. 24.
A HAPPY AND BLESSED NEW YEAR to all the members of the
LORD'S family who read these pages.
We feel it to be a great privilege to know that in writing the
Family Portion we are addressing a considerable number of the
LORD'S family both at home in the British Isles, and also in very
rustant parts of the world. We wish all of them the LORD'S
blessing and favour throughout the New Year. Our earnest prayer
i.s " Grace be with all them that love our LORD JESUS CHRIST in
sincerity."
When the apostle wrote thefe words the LORD'S people were found
in Rome, Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, Ephesus, Colosse, Antioch
in Syria, Galilee, Samaria, Judea and III other places, but wherever
they were the heart of the great apostle went out to them: and he
prayed that Divine grace might be WIth them. The saints who
were then living are now in glory, but the prayer of the apostle is
needed for the saints now on the earth. I t is needed as they go
forth into another year. It is always needed. We can never do
without further bestowals of the grace of GOD. The word" grace"
occupies a prominent place in the Epistle to the Ephesians. It is
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" to the praise of the glory of His grace" that the saints of GoD

were chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world, and
predest.inated unto the adoption of children. It is "according to
the riches of His grace" that they were redeemed through CHRI T'
blood, and that all their sins were forgiven. Through the rich
mercy of GOD they had been quickened, and by the grace of GoD
they had been saved, made nigh and numbered amongst the hou ehold of GOD. Thus by the grace of GOD they were what they were.
But they needed more grace. Hence the prayer for thi great
blessing which the apostle offers up on behalf of all them that
love our LORD JESUS CHRIST in sincerity.
Now we may profitably notice (i£ the LORD enables us) three
things in this prayer of the apostle.
1. We may notice the descr'iption of those for whom the apostle
prays.
2. We may notice their wherea1Jouts.
3. We may notice their need.
1. First, let us think of the description of those for whom the apostle
prayed for grace.

The apostle describes them as "all them that love our LORD
JESUS CHRIST in sincerity."
This is a beautiful description of the LORD'S people.
The LORD JESUS CHRIST is the Object of their love. He i to
them "the chiefest among ten thousand." "He is altogether
lovely." Though they have never seen Him, yet they love Him,
and believing, they rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
He is the common LORD of His people. They speak of Him as
"OU1' LORD JESUS CHRIST." He belongs to them and they belong
to Him. "My Beloved is mine, and I am Hi .'
He is our CHRIST, our JESUS, our LORD. We love Him a the
CHRIST, the anointed One, the anointed PROPHET, PRIE T, and
KING of His people. We love Him as the PROPHET, Who brought
to us good tidings of salvation. We love Him a the PRIEST, \Vho
offered Himself as a Sacrifice for our sins. We love Him as the
KING, Who rules in our hearts, and Who has all power to conduct
us safely to glory.
He is our JESUS, Who was so called because He was to save Hi
people from their sins. We love Him as our SAVIOUR.
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Re is our LORD. We love Him as our MASTER, Who bought us
with His blood. We recognize that we are not our own, but that
we belong to Him and that He is our LORD and MASTER.
" We love Him because He first loved us." He loved us and
gave Himself for us. He loved us and washed us from our sins in
His Own blood. He loved us from eternity, He loves us unto the
end. A sense of His love has been shed abroad in our hearts by
the HOLY GHOST Which is given unto us, and hence we are constrained to love Him. Re is the centre of attraction to us. Re
is precious to our hearts. We long therefore to see Him. We look
for His coming. We" love His appearing."
Toplady, who was amongst those who loved our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, wrote:
" Object of my first desire,
JESUS crucified for me!
All to happiness aspire,
Only to be found in Thee:
Thee to praise, and Thee to know,
Constitute our bliss below;
Thee to see, and Thee to love,
Constitute our bliss above."
Notice further that those whom the apostle describes are they
who "love our LORD JESUS CHRIST in sincerity." The word
translated "sincerity" means incorruption, perpetuity. The
apostle speaks, therefore, of a love to our LORD which never decays,
never ceases. It is perpetual. His true people go on loving Him.
It is true that they are often constrained to say,
" LORD, it is my chief complaint,
That my love is cold and faint."
Notwithstanding this acknowledgment, however, they can humbly
go on to say,
" Yet I love Thee and adoreOh for grace to love Thee more! "
2. Secondly, let us think 01 the whereribmlts 01 those lor whom the
apostle prayed.
Where are they who" love our LORD JESUS CHRIST in sincerity " ~
Well, it is often difficult to find them. They are not a numerous
people. The crowd have no love for our LORD. He is not precious
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to them. They say in effect, "We wJl not have this MAN to reign
over us." So far as the multitude is concerned He is despised and
rejected. They see no beauty in Him that they should desire Him.
The world of people is divided into two classes, the many and the
few. The many are journeying in the broad way that leads to
destruction. The few are walking in the narrow way that leads
to life. The many in reality hate our LORD. Only the few really
love Him. Those who love the LORD, therefore, are few and far
between. We may visit a large number of people and not find
one who loves the LORD. We may attend a meeting and scarcely
find one to whom He is really precious. Those who love the LORD
are a scattered people. Though few in number they are to be
found more or less in every village, town, and country: a remnant
according to the election of grace. Tra,ellers to India China
Japan, Burma, Africa, Australia, Persia, and other part of the
world occasionally meet with tho e who love the LORD.
metimes a goodly company are found in one place. Sometimes one
here is found, and another there, and oh, the joy it brings to the
heart of one who loves the LORD to meet with another who lo,e
Him.
Now it is these who constitute the Church of GOD-that Church
which He hath purchased with His Own blood. They may belong
to different denominations of Christians. Some may be members
of the Church of England, some may be Presbyterian, ome
Independents, some Strict Baptists or General Bapti t , bu if
through the sovereign grace of GOD they love the LORD, then they
are the chosen, redeemed, and regenerated people of the living GoD.
They belong to "the whole family in heaven and earth."
This Family Portion is intended for such. It is a joy to know
that many of the LORD'S family, who belong to different denominations of Christians, and who live in different parts of the earth,
read this magazine. We desire to add to their number, and we
feel how blessed it is that all who really love our LoRD JESUS CHRIST
are all one in Him.
3. Thirdly, let us think of the need of those for whom the apo €le
prayed.
They need grace. They have been chosen, redeemed, and
regenerated through grace. They have been saved by grace, but
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they need more grace. Hence the apostle prays, "Grace be wIth
all them that love our LORD JESUS CHRIST in sincerity."
The source of this grace is GOD the FATHER, "the GOD of all
grace." The channel of this grace is our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and
the communicator of this grace is the HOLY GHOST.
" He giveth more grace." Grace is to be brought unto us at
the revelation of JESUS CHRIST. All the blessings of eternity will
be due to the riches of Divine grace. We shall never have reason
to glory in ourselves. All through eternity he that glorieth will
need to glory in the LORD.
Do we love the LORD ~ Then we need His keeping grace. We
need Divine grace and strength to keep us from the evil one, and
to keep us from all dangers ghostly and bodily.
Do we love the LORD ~ Then we need His enabling grace. We
need it for household duties, duties on the farm, duties in the
workshop, duties in the shop, duties in the office, duties in the
study. We need enahling grace for bodily, mental, and spiritual
labours. We need daily grace, and how precious is the assurance,
"GOD is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8).
Do we love the LORD ~ Then we need guiding grace. In the
many perplexities which may arise in the New Year, guiding grace
will be needed and it is promised. "In all thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shan direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 6).
Do we love the LORD ~ Then we need grace for every time of
need. "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"
(Heb. iv. 16).
The apostle evidently loved all those who loved the LORD. We
should do the same. "Everyone that loveth Him that begat
loveth him also that is begotten of Him" (1 John v. 1).
Being full of love to the LORD'S people the apostle prayed that
grace might be with them.
We would take up the language of the apostle and use it to the
scattered members of the LORD'S family who read these pages.
"Grace," we say, "be with you." "Grace be with all them
(far and near) that love our LORD JESUS CHRIRT in sincerity."
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Wherever you live, whatever your circumstances, by whatever
name you may be called, if you love the LORD, may an abundant
measure of His grace be with you.
"May the grace of CHRIST our SAVIOUR,
And the FATHER'S boundless love,
With the HOLY SPIRIT'S favour,
Rest upon us from above!
"Thus may we abide in union
With each other, and the LORD;
And possess, in sweet communion,
Joys which earth cannot afford."
THE

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

EDITOR

(Thomas Hotlghton).

EVIL TIMES.
" WE are fallen on evil times; and what shall we do when in a fullness
that we have never yet known, God will let the enemy surround the
camp of the saints, and when there shall be a famine, not of bread
nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the Word of God ~ A. man shall
go from the north to the east, seeking that Word, and shall not be
able to find it. It is a dark prospect, but I feel that it is proper for
me to speak of it. Look at the state we are in in the nation; look
at the popish archbishops, and the bishops who are with them. They
are flouting or seeking to flout Parliament, and intending to brin<r that
book into use which twice was rejected by Parliament. Will not God
visit for these things ~ And speaking generally, we must know this,
that the people' love to have it so.' Then go to the bodie of Nonconformists, and they have crucified Christ afresh, and are doing i .
Their religious teachers are practical infidels, evolutionists, modernists,
critics, who cut the Bible to pieces with the penknife of their infidel
criticism; they leave us nothing. Look at the profanity of the nation,
is it not deplorable ~ Look at the sabbath-breaking, is it not terrible ~
You know what this town is on the Lord's Day, the awfulness of
this town, but it is not alone; everywhere, as one sees here and there
and hears of everywhere, this awful profanity is like a mighty current
in the nation. Have we, have the people of God, speaking generally,
.any prayer, any power with God to cry for Zion, ' 0 when wilt Thou
come to her ~ '-' When wilt Thou come to me as a sinful man ~
When wilt Thou come to Zion, in her poor, desolate condition ~ '''Mr. J. K. Popham, qf Brighton.
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AN OLD PRAYER FOR A NEW YEAR.
«

And Jaoob said, 0 God of my father Abraham, and God of my
fatker ISaaG, the Lord which saidst unto me, Return unto thy
oountry, and to thy kindred, ancl I will deal well with thee: I am
not worthy of the least of all the merc'ies, and of all the truth,
which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant,. for with my staff
I passed over this Jordan,. and now I am beoome two bands.
Deliver me, I pray Thee, from the hand of 1n"y lJrother, from the
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will oome and smite me,
and the mother with the children. And Tholt saidst, I will surely
do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the 800, whioh
cannot be numbe·red for multitude."-GE}lESIS XDcii. 9-12.

WE have called this "an old prayer for a new year," because
though it dates from the time of Jacob it is suitable for our own
time. It is a prayer directed to our covenant God. It pleads
the promises of God. It is offered in deep humility, and seeks for
definite blessing. As we go forth into the new year, and as each
of its days dawns upon us, it will be well if our approaches to God
are modelled more or less on the lines of this ancient and beautiful
prayer. Without tying ourselves down to the precise language
which Jacob used, we need to draw near to Jacob's God, to plead
His promises, to recall with deep humility His past mercies, and to
seek definitely for further manifestationR of His goodness and
favour. VVe are always debtors to mercy alone, and we can never
afford to dispense with the great privilege of access through Christ's
blood to the throne of grace. Let us, in dependence on the Spirit's
guidance, meditate on this prayer, and consider the teaching
suggested by its language.
1. First, it was the pra.yer of an Old Testament saint.
The history of J acob contains features in it which do not attract
us. His character was by no means stainless, but whose character
is 1 "There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and
sinneth not" (Eccles. vii. 20). Jacob, no less than God's people
to-day, was saved and called, not according to his works, but
according to God's own purpose and grace given in Christ Jesus
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before the world began. Faulty though his character was, he was
the object of Divine mercy, and God was pleased to de cribe
Himseli in later years as "the God of Jacob." Moreover, our
Lord plainly teaches that it will be the privilege of all the saved
to" sit down with Abraham, and lsaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom
of heaven" (Matt. viii. 11). Jacob is a member of "the whole
family in heaven and earth."
Though a saint of God, however, J acob had hi triall. Tlli·
ancient prayer which he offered was called forth by a great trial
which came to him while he was in the way of God's providence.
Saintship does not exempt from trial, but what a mercy that the
tried saint can draw near to a God Who is able to deliver, and a
God Who always hears his prayers! Jacob, towards the end of
his life, could bear testimony to the goodness and mercy of God
all his life long. He spoke of God as " the God 'Which fed me all
my life long," and as "the Angel Which redeemed me from all
evil" (Gen. xlviii. 15, 16). In like manner, as we review the past
years of our lives, can we not bear the same test.imony concerning
the shepherd care and the redeeming mercy of our covenant God ~
This should encourage us to go forward still leaning on the arm
of Omnipotence.
2. Secondly, this was a prayer direoted to the oovenant God of
Jacob.
Jacob said, "0 God of my father Abraham, and God of my
father Isaac." The God to Whom he prayed was the God Who
had called Abraham and entered into covenant with him, that He
would bless him and make his name great, and make him a means
of blessing to all the families of the earth. He had said, " I will
establish My covenant between Me and thee and thy eed after
thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee" (Gen. xvii. 7). God had
therefore pledged Himself to be the God of Abraham and the God
of Abraham's seed. Moreover, He had been true to His promises
to Abraham. It. could be truly said that "the Lord had blessed
Abraham in all things" (Gen. xxiv. 1, 35). He had shown His
power, His mercy, and His grace towards Abraham. He had also
proved Himself to be Isaac's God. "The Lord blessed him, ' we
read (Gen. xxvi. 12-14). Jacob had Abraham's history and lsaac s

The Gospel Magazine

9

before him. He knew how the Lord had kept His covenant with
them, and how He had hIes ed them. Hence He sought the aid
of their God in his time of trial, and he doubtless remembered the
promise that God would be a God not only to Abraham, but to
his eeed. Jacob was Abraham's seed and Isaac's seed. Hence he
sought blessing from his fathers' God.
Let us in our prayers, dear Christian readers, direct our prayers
to our covenant God. To the saints of New Testament times the
apostle says, "Ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). He is the God
of Abraham, of lsaac and of J acob. He is also our God. He
promised to be a God unto Abraham's seed. All who are Christ's
are Abraham's seed. Therefore He is our God, and we can say,
" The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of J acob is our refuge"
(Ps. xlvi. 7). The same God Who blessed Abrahm, Isaac, and
J acob will also bless us. He is " the faithful God, 'Which keepeth
covenant and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments to a thousand generations" (Deut. vii. 9). As we go
forth into a new year we may draw near to our covenant God,
and be sure of His blessing and favour. We are warranted to
encourage ourselves in the Lord our God.
3. Thirdly. it was a prayer which pleaded God's promises.
There were two promiees which Jacob pleaded. One was only
recently given and the other had been given to him about twentyone years before, when he was leaving his native country. Jacob
pleaded the recent promise first. He spoke of J ehovah as "the
Lord Which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to tby
kindred, and I will deal well with thee."
This promise was made to J acob shortly before he left Laban~
"The Lord," we read, "said unto Jacob, Return unto the land
of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee"
(Gen. xxxi. 3). Jacob therefore was in tbe path of obedience in
returning to his own land, and to his kindred. Yet he had just
heard that E au his brother was coming to meet him, "and four
hundred men with him" (Gen. xxxii. 6). What could be Esau's
object in coming with so large a company of men to meet Jacob ~
Evidently he was intent upon carrying out his previously-formed
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purpose of putting .Jacob to death. Jacob had by subtilty obtained
from his father Isaac the blessing which Isaac had designed for
Esau. Esau had vowed vengeance on his brother in consequence,
.and now the opportunity of carrying out his wicked purpose seemed
to be within reach. No wonder that" Jacob was greatly afraid
.and distressed." But God had Himself bidden J acob to return
to his country and to his kindred, and He had also given him the
precious promise, "I will be with thee." J acob interpreted this
promise to mean, " I will deal well with thee," and he pleaded it
before the Lord. In effect he said, "Lord, I have now returned
to my own land according to Thy command, and I am looking to
Thee to deal well with me according to Thy gracious promise. But
here is Esau my brother coming to kill me. Surely, if Thou dost
permit him to carry out this purpose, Thou wilt not be dealing
well with me." Thus in effect he was pleading with God to fulfil
His recent promise.
But God had given rum another more ancient promise. He had
appeared to him in that wonderful dream when he saw a ladder
.set up on the earth, the top of which reached to heaven. On that
memorable occasion the Lord had said, "Thy seed shall be a the
dust of the earth ... and in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed." Moreover, He had said, "I am with thee, and
will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee
.again into tllis land; for I will not leave thee until I have done
that which I have spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxviil. 12-15).
Now Jacob reminds the Lord of His great promise. "Thou
saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand
-of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude." " urely,
Lord," Jacob in effect says, "if I and my wife and children are
all killed by Esau, this will not be doing me good. Moreover, how
can my seed be as the dust of the earth, if Esau destroys me and
.all my family 1 "
We, too, in all our approaches to the throne of grace, should
plead the promises of our covenant God. For example, " He hath
.said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Again, He says,
"1 will be a Father unto you." Again, we have the precious
promise contained in the words, "Call upon Me in the day of
-trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." How
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cheering, too, at the opening of a new year is the promise, "He
shall direct thy paths" (Heb. xiii. 5; 2 Oor. vi. 18; Ps. 1. 15).
These promises teach us that we can count on the Lord's presence,
His Fatherly care, His delivering mercy, and His guiding hand.
Moreover, how full and far-reaching is the promise, "Everyone
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened" (Matt. vii. 8).
For our comfort the Lord hath given to us "exceeding great
and precious promises," and we need to encourage ourselves in
Him and be assured that" what He hath promised, He is able also
to perform."
4. Fourthly, it was a prayer offered in deep humility.
Jacob said, "I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies,
and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant;
for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become
two bands." Jacob had a deep sense of the mercy and faithfulness
of God. When he set out to go to Padan-aram he had but a staff.
He was alone and without any possessions. The Lord, however,
assured him of His presence, protection, and blessing, and now he
had become two compa,nies. Now, through mercy he had a large
family and great wealth. The extent of his wealth may be gathered
from the large present he spared out of it for Esau (Gen. xxxii.
13-20). As Jacob reviewed his past life and the abundant mercies
which the Lord had bestowed upon him, he ielt he was not worthy
of the least of them. Nor are we worthy of any of the mercies
which we have received in all the past years of our lives. If the
Lord had dealt with us according to our deserts, hell would have
been our portion. But, blessed be His name, "He hath not dealt
with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy
toward them that fear Him " (Ps. cui. 10, 11). "'Where is boasting
then ~ It is e"Kcluded." Hence we need ever and always to
humble ourselves before the footstool of our gracious and longsuffering God. We need to recall His electing, redeeming,
regenerating and keeping mercies, and humble ourselves before
Him as we realize that we owe them, not to any worthiness in ourselves, but wholly to His sovereign grace and mercy. What a
mercy it is that, unworthy though we are, He encourages us to

12

The Gospel Magazine

draw near with boldness through the blood of Jesus to the throne
of. His grace. From Him rich supplies will be our portion during
the coming year.
5. La~tly, it was a definite prayer for delive·rance from a real danger.
" Deliver me, I pray Thee," said Jacob, "from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come
and smite me, and the mother with the children.'
Jacob was face to face with real danger. He felt helples himself
to avert it. To his covenant God therefore he cried, and he cried
for definite deliverance. From the murderous hand of E au he
sought deliverance by means of the mighty hand of God. Let us
not be afraid to be definite in our prayers. When" prl1yer was
made without cea..'1ing of the Church unto God" for Peter, his
deliverance from prison and from death was definitely sought, and
the Lord definitely answered the prayer of His people. He sent
His angel and delivered Peter "out of the hand of Herod, and
from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.' It i our
privilege " in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving" to "let our requests be made known unto God."
The Lord graciously heard Jacob's prayer. He so wrought upon
Esau's mind that when the two brothers met we read that J acob
" bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to
his brother. And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and
fell on his neck. and kissed him: and they wept" (Gen. xxxiii. 3,4).
Thus the Lord displayed Hi.s delivering power in answer to Jacob's
prayer, and manifested that He is faithful to His promises.
Dear readers, as we go forth into a new year, let us remember
that Jacob's God is our God. As He was merciful and faithful to
him, so will He be to us. Utterly unworthy though we are, He
has said of us, " I will be their God, and they shall be My people."
The eyes of the God of Abraham, haac, and Jacob will be over us
all through the year, and His ears will be open unto our prayers.
"Depend on Christ, thou canst not fail;
Make all thy wants and wishes known;
Fear not; His merits must prevail;
Ask what thou wilt; it shall be done."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thornm Houghton).
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WELLSPRI -GS.
.. Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and
the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from
this day will I bless you."-R... GGAI ii. 19.
HERE is one of the shortest of the minor prophets, but one whicn is
full of Gospel truth. Haggai means, keep a feast or season of joy. He
is sent as " the Lord's messenger" (chapter i. 13) to reprove the Jews
for their neglect, and to exhort them to go on building the temple,
and with encouragement as to why they should build and complete
the House of the Lord. The foundations had been laid since the
second year after their return to Jerusalem; but with so much dis<:ouragement and opposition from their adversaries and edicts of the
Persian king, they had desisted. And added to all this was their own
<:oldness and covetousness. "Is it a time for you," asks the Prophet,
"0 ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?
Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways"
(i. 4, 5). Again he urges, " Consider your ways" (i. 7; ii. 18). Look
and see and consider! Has it been a time of prosperity with you ?
Nay, the very reverse. "Ye looked for much, and 10, it came to
little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why?
saith the Lord of hosts. Because of Mine house that is waste, and ye
run every man unto his own house." The Lord's voice was in all
and yet they heeded not His dealings thus with them. He withholds
-He sends voice after voice-He does not bless our labours-He may
blast our harvests-withhold the rain or withdraw the sun's influence
until we are brought to a sense of our unworthiness and to acknowledge His greatness and glory. It is time, beloved, when all things
go not well with us and our souls drag heavily, to consider our ways,
and" hear the rod and Who hath appointed it," and return unto the
Lord Who will abundantly pardon.
It is worthy of note to read how particular and precise is the
declaration of the first verse in this prophecy: "In the second year
of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month,"
etc. As one has said, " God's clock keeps perfect time. He is never
in haste, never a moment before, and never a moment after His time."
All hearts are in His hand, and when He arises, none can withstand
Him.
Now Haggai comes in the name of Jehovah, as every sent and
qualified ambassador does. He is charged with his message and he
calls to awaken, direct, exhort, and encourage the governor with the
high priest and the people. In vain the message unless the Lord
clothe it with His own power. In vain the prophet runs unless the
Lord hath sent him. And here we see in this case how the man and
his message were chosen and blessed of God. He is, as it were, under
the covert of three great and Divine promises which he is to declare
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in the name and power of Jehovah: PEACE (ii. 9), POWER (ii. 4),
PRESENCE (i. 13; ii. 4, 5). And with such a threefold promise they
went forward to build. Moreover, it was the great prediction of
Christ's coming in person to this very temple which was to animate
them to build; so that with the Spirit of God anointing them, they
set to work in real earnestness, and the temple was built in four year .
"The glory of this latter house shg,ll be greater than of the former,
saith the Lord of hosts; and in this place will I give peace, saith the
Lord of hosts." And that in spite of many of the signs lacking in
this second temple which were seen in the first, and which was the
cause of many of the ancient Jews weeping as they saw it so far inferiorto the other. But in spite of this, the truth remained and was fulfilled
when the Prince of Peace trod its courts and made the place of Hi
" feet glorious" thereby (Isa. Ix. 3). The temple was to be as David
had desired and declared concerning Solomon's temple, "An house
of rest for the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, and for the footstool
of our God" (2 Chron. xxviii. 2); and thus" We will worship at
Thy footstool" (Ps. cxxxii. 7): the place appointed for worship and
dignified later by Divine recognition as "My Father's house' .
Once again, of the authority of this prophecy there is no doubt
or question to be raised, not only from the internal evidence and
fulfilment of it, but from the further testimony of Ezra iv. 24; v. 1, 2 ;
vi. 14; and from a quotation from Haggai ii. 6, 7 found in Heb. xii. 26_
We turn now to our text, and may the Holy Spirit enable us to
gather some Gospel honey out of it, to our edification and comfort and
to the glory of our God. "Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, a yet
the vine and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree
hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you." It remind
one of a similar precious promise found in Zechariah viii. 12: "For the
seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground
shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I
will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these thin l1 ."
Often as yet, beloved, we seem to see nothing of " all these things. ,.
Is it not So in your experience? The seed yet in the barn, not yet
sown apparently, and yet a fruitful harvest promised and proclaimed!
The vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree, not yet
brought forth, and yet-the bare Word of your God to rest upon
while you see not your signs! It reminds one of the precious faith
in that word of similar language breathed out of an exercised heart,
" Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no
meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no
herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the
God of my salvation" (Hab. iii. 17, 18). Yet, in spite of all that
seems the very adverse, although I see no life around me in all these
signs; yet faith shall rely upon her Covenant-keeping God and rejoice
because in His own time and way the sworn Word shall assuredly be·
fulfilled, and the heart of His servant made to sing for joy.
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"Though vine nor fig-tree neither
Their wonted fruit shuuld bear,
Though all the fields should wi&her,
Nor flocks nOl' herds be there;
Yet God the same abiding,
His praise shall tune my voice;
For, while in Him confiding,
I cannot but rejoice."

" From this day will I bless you." God's promises are all dated, and
will assuredly be fulfilled to the moment of time and to the very letter.
And every mercy and deliverance and answer of our God is indeed
well timed. It interested and encouraged the writer not a little to
find a date marked in an old Bible when this particular promise was
spoken home to the heart after long trial and waiting of faith. It is
twenty-four years ago, and yet that particular answer and desire has
yet to be fulfilled. But running parallel with the precious promise,
the Lord has blessed in sustainin~, in keeping alive the grace of faith
and hope Divinely implanted, and enabling Little Faith to present the
blank cheque at the Bank of Faith, and to beg of Him in His grace
and mercy to honour it in His own time.
Oh! it is a blessed exercise of soul to watch and wait for our God!
The psalmist gives the posture of soul in Psalm cxxiii. 2: "Behold, as the
eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a
maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord
our God, until that He have mercy upon us." Until! wait on, beloved.
Hope to the end and expect a gracious fulfilment of the Word of your
God. For" hath He spoken and shall He not do it ?" The seed not
yet sown to all appearance and yet watched over from all eternity in
the counsels of Jehovah, and a fruitful harvest consequently proclaimed! Oh, rely upon your faithful God! Count upon the fulfilment, sooner or later, of every promise which has been given you, and
remember your God keepeth Covenant and perfect time. "Waiting
faith is a higher attainment," as someone has said, "than working
faith"; but the Word stands for such, "Blessed are all they that
wait for Him."
We would like to enlarge upon the blessed ones, but our page is
filling up. The reader will reu-dily follow the meditation and think of
those being blessed whom the Lord chooses (Ps. lxv. 4), who' know
the Gospel's joyful sound (Ps. lxxxix. 15), who believe (Luke i. 45),
whose sins are forgiven (Ps. xxxii. 1), who hate evil and watch against
sin (Rev. xvi. 15), who love the company of God's people (Ruth ii. 19),
who hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matt. v. 6), and who plead
as Jacob and Jabez did for the blessing. And thus His own blessed
people are made to rejoice! For His blessing is Divine; it is a commanded blessing; it is specific and personal; it is irrevocable; and
it is everlasting. "Thou blesseth and it shall be blessed for ever."
Moreover, He is both the Blesser and the Blessing! There is no
spiritual blessing apart from a precious Christ, and with Him, the
2
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Father freely gives His redeemed family" all things." Let us link
up the two blessed truths, dear readers, to our souls' comfort and
edification, that the time and place of blessing are both in the Covenant
hands of our faithful God. "From this day will I bless you," was
His own sworn Word. And we read of wrestling Jacob, that his God
blessed him there. Yes, in that very spot, in that very place, the
ground was made holy and memorable by the Divine blessing imparted
to the" worm Jacob." So that wherever you are, dear reader, it
matters not if it be palace or cottage, your tiny room or your large
house, are you not abl(' to endorse this sweet truth, "learned by
experience that the Lord hath blessed you" there? Oh, yes! He
can surmount every obstacle, ride over every intervening circumstance,
come through every storm, and leap every mountain of separation,
and speak those comfortable words to your heart, "From this day
will I bless you." And He will give you to rejoice that He blessed
you there! With such an uplifting Word of hope and cheer, we will,
if spared, cross the threshold of another year, trusting in His own
Word which shall never pass away!
HITHERTO
"Backward I look, so wonderfully hath
'rby gracious heart and hand supplied for me,
The needful for each step: so rich, so free
Hath been thy blt'ssingB, making sweet the path
That leads to home, to peace, that leads to Thee.
HENCEFORTH
Forward I go! what future dayfl may hold
In store for me, whatever be my cro&s,
The mountain top, the valley, gain or loss,
May I come forth pure as refiner's gold;
All else but Christ to reckon worthless droBs.
(W. lL . -.)

R.
"BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT.
AN illustration of the truth of these words occurs in The Times of
Oct. 16th, 1929. A Bank of England clerk, aged 42, was brought
before a London Police Court on the previous day. He pleaded guilty
to stealing on Sept. 28th, from a branch of the Bank of England, £300.
He had a salary of £640 a year, and had been employed in the Bank
for about twenty-two years. The loss came to light on Sept. 30th,
and on Oct. 2nd the clerk absented himself and disappeared. On
Oct. 7th, however, he handed back the £300, explaining that he had
got into the hands of moneylenders. Under the circumstances the
magistrate dealt with him leniently, but his sin meant the loss of
his position, and salary of £640 a year, and the loss of a pension.
What a terrible downfall! and how true it is that sin is followed
by suffering. How much we need to watch and pray lest we enter
into temptation.
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anb N O!ffj of Sermons.
THREEFOLD

BLESSING.

A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" The L01·d bless thee, and keep thee,. the Lord make His face shine upon
thee, and be g1'acious unto thee,. the Lord lift up His countenance
upon thee, and give thee peace."-NuMBERS vi. 24, 25, 26.
How gracious is our God in Christ! His mercy overtops the heaven
of heavens. Throughout the Bible-page, at every turn, it beams forth
in fresh rays. Behold a signal instance. He speaks in these verses,
and blessings drop from Him, sparkling as the morning dew-large
as Jehovah's heart.
The tribes are now prepared to move. The guiding pillar will soon
conduct them into desert-paths. Doubtless they go encircled with all
pledges of support. Their cup of favour mantles to the brim. But
God still multiplies new stores of comfort. He adds-He superadds
-vast bounties. He tells, that all which heaven contains shall fall
in showers upon their heads.
With this loving mind He thus instructs the priests. "On this
wise ye shall bless the children of Israel." The act is ordered. "Ye
shall bless." The distinct form of blessing is supplied. "On this
wise ye shall bless." He wills to give. Is not this grace 1 He wills
th3.t the vast amplitude of His gifts be evidently seen. Is not this
grace on grace 1
- :Mark the broad channel of their course. "The Lord bless thee,
and keep thee; the Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be
gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and
give thee peace." The bounteous God thus opens wide the treasures
of His bounty-house, and tells the people-all these riches are for you.
Believer, come now and listen to these sounds, as you sit calmly
on your Gospel-heights. You see it is the office of the priest to bless.
This introduces Jesus to the eye of faith. He is the Church's blessing
priest. The only priesthood is wrapped up in Him. The earthly
office, ministered by men, long since expired. When His own hands
brought His own life a victim to the altar-cross, all typal functions
were fulfilled. But now on heaven's throne He ministers. There He
presents the ever-fragrant incense of His blood There He sues out
the Covenanted mercies. Thence freely He outpours them. He came
-He lived-He worked-He died, that He might bless. He gave
Himself-the price of blessings. He rose-He took His seat on high,
that He might reign a priest, for ever blessed, and for ever blessing.
Is there a child of Adam's needy race who covets blessings from
the courts of heaven 1 Let him approach. There is open way. No
nery sword drives from it. Nay-a gracious hand is ever beckoning-
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and gracious invitations call. Hasten to Christ. He is the home of
blessings.
Do any ask, when did Aaron's sons thus bless the people? On
what occasion were these sounds proclaimed? The Spirit gives not
a distinct reply. It is conjectured, that when the morning lamb was
offered, the happy worshippers were thus dismissed. If so, when
they drew near to gaze on emblems of the dying Lord, these notes
hymned peace round their departing steps. It is ever true that no
poor sinner can look up to Christ without receiving harvests of delight.
Who can approach, and not retire with overflowing cup?
If the foregoing thought be right, the sons of Israel once only in
each day rejoiced in this blessing. It only fell as morning-manna.
But now, around the Gospel-camp, the sound unceasingly is heard.
There is no moment when the believer may not be thus cheered.
Christ-his Priest-is always near. In every place-in every workhe may realize His voice, and hear the constant music of the mighty
blessing. "The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make His
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up
His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace." The heavenly
voice is never mute. The heavenly sun knows no eclipse.
Next, the terms are aptly chosen to solace individual hearts. Observe
-these blessings are not given as a general store. They are not
cast, as handfuls to a crowd: where some may gather much, and
some return with none. Far otherwise. They single out each separate
child of faith. They call each one alone, and say, Here is a boon
for your own bosom-need. Each one, apart from all his fellows,
takes for himself a full supply.
These lineaments pervade our Gospel. It proclaims special grace.
It brings home direct comfort to each soul. The true believer comes
apart from men; he leaves the maze of general mercies· he feels,
Christ" loved me, and gave Himself for me," as if redemption centred
all in me. He lives in heaven, and prays at God's right hand, and
meetens a bright throne for me, as if I were His only care. I see
my own name foremost on His breast. To me the words come
especially, " The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make His
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up
His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."
But if there be this special mercy in the singular address, is there
not threefold mercy in the triple voice? With tender love Jehovah
is thrice named. Blessings are multiplied-again-again-again.
Faith quickly grasps the purport. Three glorious Persons form the
glorious Godhead. Doubtless they are one in undivided essenceone in coequal majestY-<lne in coeval sempiternity-<lne in the singleness of unchangeable decree-<lne in the boundlessness of love-<lne
in the exercise of might-<Jne in accomplishment of plan. But there
is Trinity in this mystic Unity. One Deity is three in office.
But the whole heart of the Triune Jehovah yearns over the
redeemed. They all concur to save. They all combine to help. They
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all unite to bless. Surely the Threefold Blessing sounds this truth.
Heed-heed again the heaven-sent form. "The Lord," Jehovah
the Father, "bless th3e and keep thee." Again-" The Lord,"
Jehovah the Son, "make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee." Again-" The Lord," Jehovah the Holy Spirit, " lift up
His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."
Our souls are now prepared to press the juice of these rich clusters.
1. Open the hand wide. The Father comes to fill it. "The Lord
bless thee, and keep thee." The first word is large, as God is large.
It gives so much, that it leaves nought ungiven. It floods the cup,
so that no other drop can enter. It shows a prospect in which there
is no vacancy. "The Lord bless thee." May He, Who speaks, and
it is done; Who wills, and it must be; Who holds all power in His
hands; Who sits on the high throne of universal rule, may He bless
thee!
When ~ Now and ever-throughout the moments which are and
shall be-when you go ou~ome in-sit down-rise up-through all
your living space-and when the last breath flutters on your lips"The Lord bless thee."
,~, here ~
In every place, in which you tarry, or to which you
move; in the closet---at the domestic board-at home-abroad-in
still retreat, and in the busiest haunts-in the publicity of open work
-and in the sanctity of holiest spots-" The Lord bless thee."
How ~ By causing all things to minister to your true good-by
crowning your lot with all real happiness-" The Lord bless thee."
Perhaps the soul, conscious of weakness, finding self to be a broken
reed, and seeing many perils all around, sighs especially for protection.
Be it so. Protection here is stretched out as a shield: help is extended
as a sustaining arm. It is added, "and keep thee." From what ~
From every foe's injurious assault---from every secret dart-from
every direct attack-from self-from men-from evil's legion-from
the world's smile and frown. How ~ By the shelter of His shadowing
wings. How long ~ Until all need. is past, and danger's region is
quite left behind, and heaven's safe haven is attained. Happy
believer-thus blest-thus kept of God!
2. Jesus comes next. "The Lord make His face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee." The greatest change on nature's brow
is when light dawns. Gloom dwells beneath the pall of night. When
clouds cast their thick shade, dark chilliness prevails. But with
returning beams the landscape sparkles, the groves are melody, the
fields are joy. It is so with the soul. Sad are the hours which are
not bright with Jesus. Then sins affright, and wrath dismays, and
all the future is despair. There is no misery like the absence of His
look. But when His face again is seen, the heart is happiness, the
lips are praise. This blessing promises the shining of His face-not a
brief ray but the full blaze of concentrated love. Heaven's fulnesf,
is to see Him face to face. Heaven's foretaste is to catch this earnest
of His smile. "The Lord make His face shine upon thee."
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Here, too, a. precious pearl is added. It is grace. The words
proceed, "and be gracious unto thee." What wonders are wrapt up
in grace! Its birth is in the heavens-its fruit upon the earth. It
looks on those in whom no merit dwells. It sees them lost. But Btill
it loves, and pities, and relieves. It drew salvation's scheme. It
named salvation's sons. It reared the cross, and led the Saviour to
it. Apart from Christ, it has no being, and no admission door to its
beloved work. But now, through Christ, its visit come on sanctifying wing. The graceless become gracious, because grace works. The
gracious become glorious, because grace triumphs.
3. The blessing voice still speaks. "The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace." Can they, who have received
so much, need more ~ But more is wondrously given. The truly
blessed have all the blessings of a Triune Jehovah. Hence the Spirit's
favour is moreover pledged. Some covet eartWy honours and applause.
Some seek the bursting coffer and the large estate. But what is
earth, and all its contents, compared to this possession ~ The pirit's
countenance converts the soul from death to life, and raises it from
hell to glory. He shows its utter need, and its recovery in Christ.
He teaches the vile loathsomeness of sin, and the just punishment
of hell. He then reveals the God-man slain-the shelter of His
wounds-the mantle of His righteousnesB. He points to welcoming
arms. He testifies that none can perish at the cross. When He lifts
up His countenance, the mists of ignorance, the clouds of unbelief,
melt off-and self is seen, that it may be abhorred-and Christ is
seen, that He may be embraced and loved. Then peace will surely
follow. There is no peace in soul-blindness, in distance from Christ
in unsubdued iniquity, in wallowing in nature's mire. But when the
Spirit joins the soul to Christ; when He renews the nature, and sows
seeds of godliness; then peace-abundant peace-peace always, by
all means, establishes glad sway.
Reader, seek Christ-adhere to Him-abide in Him-make Him
your all-then will This Threefold Blessing be your crown. Hear it
once more. "The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make
His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift
up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."
It is the gift of gifts-the prize of prizes-the Father's full protection-the Saviour's smiling grace-the Spirit's countenance and peace.
Reader, do you ask, Can such transcendant property be mine ~ Pause
-think. Wherefore is it thus revealed ~ God speaks these blessings,
not to mock, but to fulfil. Can they be mine ~ Oh! cast yourself
without one fear on Christ, and you will quickly know.

" WE should never look on ourselves as belonging to this world, or
as being our own; but should ever remember that we are bought
with a price, even the precious blood of Christ, and that thus we,
and all we have and all we are, belong solely to the Master for His
glory and use."-Georqe M1'lller.
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SERMONETTES.
A NEW YEAR'S QUESTION.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" What is my hope? "-PSALM xxxix. 7.
ANOTHER year has quickly passed, and the first day of a new year
dawned. On the threshold of the new year, every Christian, contemplating the rapid flight of time, would do well to ask himself,
What is my hope? What is my hope for the future, after this life
is ended? Is it a well founded hope? My text is the inspired
inquiry of an old Old Testament saint, and he answers his own question.
" And now, Lord, what is my hope? Truly my hope is even in Thee"
(Ps. xxxix. 8, P.B.V.). This hope is a "hope of eternal life, which
GDd that cannot lie promised before the world began" (Titus i. 2).
" God," the Apostle Peter tells us, "hath begotten us again unto a
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead to an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven" (1 Peter i. 3, 4). This hope, more or less clearly
discerned, has been the hope of all the saints from the beginning.
In one word, it is Christ. "ChriKt in you the hope of glory."
Hear that eminent preacher of t.he Gospel, C. H. Spurgeon: "I
will tell you this thing about myself to encourage you. My sole hope
for heaven lies in the full atonement m3.de upon Calvary's cross for
the ungodly. On that I firmly rely. I have not the shadow of a
hope anywhere else" (from All of Grace, by Rev. C. H. Spurgeon).
To this testimony everyone who, by grace, knows and mourns over
his own sinfulness of heart and life, and believes the truth as contained
in God's Word, will say" Amen."
.1 My hope is built on nothing less
Tllau Jesus' blood and rigbteousness.
I dare not trust the sweet...st frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
On Chri!lt. the solid rOI·k. I stand,
All oth"r gr..und is sinking sand."
" Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the
L01'd is" (Jer. xvii. 7).
But there are those of whom the Scripture says that they have" no
hope, and are without GDd in the world!" These have no wellfounded hope, they do not in heart experience, and in practical evidence,
know God-" the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom He hath
sent." May such, by grace, be led to ask themselves, in all sincerity,
" What is my hope?" If it is centred upon the things of time and
sense, the honours, riches or pleasures of the world, let them remember
that "the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever" (1 John ii. 17). And if it be
but mere indifference to "the hope of the Gospel," let them ponder
the solemn question, "How shall we escape if we neglect so great
salvation?" "Seek ye the Lord while He may be found."
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THREE 'WONDERFUL THINGS.

By

THE VEN. ARCHDEACON

OYES.

THREE wonderful things are named in Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians
in connection with which the word" exceeding" is used. (1) The first
of these we find in chapter i. verse 19: "The exceeding greatne:Js of
His power to usward who believe, according to the working of His
mighty power" (or, as in the R.V., "according to that working of
the strength of His might "), "which He wrought in Christ, when
He raised Him from the dead.' Now if we read on to the first verse
of chapter ii. we learn to what the apostle referred, "And you hath
He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." Instead of
"hath He quickened," which the translators have supplied as the
ellipsis, we might supply, did He raise from the dead (see chapter i.
verse 20). A real Christian is the subject of the almighty power of
God. He is "passed from death unto life" (John v. 24), he is "a
new creation" (2 Cor. v. 17). _ 0 parental training, or Church or college
teaching, or Church ordinances, right and useful as these may be,
can make a true Christian. "Ye must be born aaain" (or, "from
above ")-" born of the Spirit" (John iii. 7, ).
(2) "The exceeding riches of His grace" (Ephf' . ii. 7). When a
'3inner of mankind is quickened, or, raised from the death of sin, he
learns the corruption of his old nature, his innate depravity, wmch
manifested itself by sinful deeds-" trespasses and sins "-and he ees
his need of salvation. This, sooner or later, he learns must be bv
grace, the undeserved favour of God, the" being justified freely by
His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom.
iii. 24). How wonderful is God's grace towards sinners. Daniel
Herbert wrote some verses on this subject, which commence as
follows :"What a wonder of wonders!
My soul stands amazed!
It beggal s all language to tell,
That God should contrive, bring about,
and complete,
To save a poor sinner from hell'"

Salvation by grace, through the finished work of Christ, i the glad
tidings conveyed in this Epistle to the Ephesians: "By grace have
ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of works, that no man should glory" (chapter ii. verses
8, 9, R.V.) .
.AlI is of grace, the grace of the ever-blessed Three-in-One, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. The grace of the Father Who loved His people
chosen in Christ, and provided a Saviour for them; the grace of the
Son '¥ha died to save them; and the grace of the Holy Spirit, Who
quickens them-gives them spiritual life-raises them from a death
in trespasses and sins.
And this grace will ever be extended towards them, as it is written
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in this wonderful Epistle: "That in the ages to come He might show
the exceeding riches of His grace, in His kindness toward us through
'Christ Jesus" (Ephes. ii. 7). Yes,
., Grace all the work shall crown,
Throngh everlasting days."

"The Lord will give grace and glory" (Psalm lxxxiv. 11).
(3) We have noted wonderful power, and wonderful grace, and
the third wonderful thing to be observed in this inspired Letter
is the ability of God" to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we can ask or think, according to the power that worketh in LlS"
(Ephes. iii. 20). What a marvellous statement! One to which we
can set no limit! Is our need great ~ "My God shall supply all
your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil.
iv. 19). Are our difficulties apparently insurmountable ~ "Is anything too hard for the Lord 1 " (Gen. xviii. 14). Tothing is too hard
for Him, "For with God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke i. 37).
Are our hearts aglow, by God's grace, with spiritual desires ~ "He
will give grace and glory: no good thing will He withhold from them
that wall{ uprightly" (Ps. Ixxxiv. 11). "He that spared not His own
·Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
. also freely give us all things 1 " (Rom. viii. 32). What a God is ours,
fellow-believers! Well might the apostle add-Ephes. iii. 21- " Unto
Him be the glory in the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages,
'World without end. Amen."
NO OFFE CE IN ANYTHING.
NOT long since I " obtained help" from Psalm cxix. 165. It reads,
" Great peace have they which love Thy law, and nothing shall offend
them." The "law," I thought, meant all the government and
authority of God, all His ordering of all our way. If He give us to
love, to find rest and contentment in His appointments, we shall have,
as He says," great peace," i.e., I suppose, quiet confidence and assurance, a resigning to Him of our present and future. This kind of
love casts out fear-fear of the fire of trial, for instance-whether it
be devouring or smouldering: it is but a passing through, and is He
not there 1 Has He ever del11t with us after our sins and our deserv1ngs 1 I liked to think also that this gift of peace is part of the
inheritance that is in and with Christ Jesus. He loved God's law.
He said, "Thy will be done." The blessed Spirit finds His sheep
wandering and in the wilderness, but with rod and staff He brings
them home and they lie down and are still. For the time being
nothing offends them. "Lord, it is good for us to be here." We
might well so say, but if He say, "Arise, let us go hence," we shall
still follow whithersoever He goeth; for that, too, is according to
His law which cannot be broken, and which, with all our slowness
:and rebellion, we love.
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The Apostle John in the tenth verse of the second chapter of his
first Epistle says that, "He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him "-or cause of
offence. We all know too well that what James says is true, "In
many things we offend all." For quite an appreciable part of our
time we are either wondering if we have hurt our friends or if they
have hurt us. And yet abideth faith, hope, and charity, and the
greatest of the thrre conquers us, and we walk in the light of life and
the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.
I think that perhaps the apostle meant by "no occasion of stumbling," that the brethren of the Lord, and of one another in Him,.
l.'"IlOW that perfection is found in Christ alone.
None of the faults,
failings, sins, or shortcomings of any kind that we find in ourselves
or in the family of God need move us. We know that if the Lord
left us, we would go to any length. It had been an unspeakable
grief, but no mystery to Gad the prophet, that David was the man
who had sinned. Gad knew where his own strength lay, where the
strength of both alike lay, and that was in the Lord's appointed
sacrifice, in Him Who gave repentance and remission of sin. At the
cross of Calvarv one broken heart has not much fault to find with
another. Let lis therefore come boldly, and because we have nothing
but His own name to plead, to the throne of grace, with the obedience
of faith, and the childlike abandonment of the little ones whom Christ
said were great in the kingdom of heaven.
I once offended an aged saint (now with Christ). The Prince of
Darkness transformed himself into an angel of light and put me up
to it. And when 1 thought thereon for three days, unt.il the Lord
revived me, I wished that I had been in the depths of the sea. What
mercy so to be judged here and not to be left to the eternal condemnation of the worm that dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched
(Matt. xviii. 6).
I f .
_ OLLOWER-O•.

PRAYER THE VOICE OF PRAISE" The voice of His praise."-PsALM lxvi. 8.
" The voice of my prayer."-PsALM !xvi. 19.

WHEN in my affliction I cried to my God,
His mercy directed the path that I trod:
How wise was His purpose! How kind were His ways!
The voice of my prayer was the voice of His praise.
My prayer He indited with kindest intent,
To bring to fruition the praise that He meant:
And now I am answered, with joy I declare,
The voice of His praise was the voice of my prayer!
Cricklewood,
WILLIAM WILEMAN~
Oct. 12th, 1929.
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"PLEASANT FRUITS, NEW AND OLD."
SONG OF SOLOMON vii. 13.
WE shall be just on the verge of another new year (1930) when these
words reach the reader. To each dear reader I earnestly and prayerfully wish a truly happy Christ-filled new year, full of "pleasant
fruits, new and old." I pray" that their hearts might be comforted,
being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of
understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and
of the Father, and of Christ; in Who-m are hid all the t1'easures of wisdom
and knowledge."
The "mystery of God" is Christ as "incarnating the fulness of
the Godhead, and all the Divine wisdom and knowledge for tbe redemption and reconciliation of man." Christ in Wbom are hid all the
treasures of wi dom and knowledge. Do couple with this, dear reader,
the passage, " Your life is hid with Christ in God"; and it is eternally
safe there; it is eternally accepted and acceptable there. "My beloved
Son in Whom I am well pleased."
Entrance into a new year is a pausing time in life. It is a sort
of bridge, a stepping-stone out of the past into the present, and the
present holds dimly-veiled possibilities of the future, that is, as far
as this world is concerned. The" sure and certain hope" is ever
radiating the vision of the Christ-filled soul, and the" pleasant fruits"
of the present emerge from the blossom of past exercises, sorrows,
deaths. For the Sun of Righteousness has shone with healing in His
beams. The Christ hath died, yea, and is risen again. He looks
back upon the past of His redeemed, He looks on the present of their
lives, and He gazes on the future of their glory with Him. He sees
in them" all manner of pleasant fruits." He looks on the travail of
His soul and is satisfied. And the desire of His beloved is ever to
bring forth fruit unto Him-fruit that will be well-pleasing unto Him_
We ('ould linger long over these words and ever extract more and
more sweetness as we thought of the buds, the growth, the expansion,
the ripening ready for the Master's use. Note His going down into
the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the valley. The sweetest songs
of the believer emerge from the valleys, the clearest vision from ofttimes tear-filled eyes, and the ripest fruit from darkened earthly lives.
But" He satisfieth the longing soul." Our language as we gaze upon
His Word, His works, His dealings with us in the valley and on the
hill, all the way along the pilgrim path, is, " All my soul is satisfied."
For the Holy Spirit teacheth and enables us to look below the surface,
and to read "between the lines," as intimate friends say, and to
know "the secret of the Lord" in its sweetest unfoldings.
,I

I know Him a.nd He kllowelh me,
He walketh at my side;
I hold His band as on we walk,
And still He h<>ldeth mine:'

We echo the exclamation of the Emmaus disciples and say one to-
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.another, "Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked with
us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures ~" Ah!
we have no Bible readings like those He gives us! Somehow in His own
blessed way He opens our eyes to visions beyond expression. "A
glory gilds the sacred page." He puts a "new son~ into our moutbs,"
"' new gladness in our hearts." We" read with faith's discerning eye
-and get a glimpse of joys above."
My dear Spirit-taught readers will understand all this from sweet
~xperience. "Who teacheth like Him ~" We read well-known
passages and suddenly a new light we never saw before shines over
the words and reveals depths beneath. We may imagine we are wellinformed, deep Bible students, and then unexpectedly discover we
are only on the fringe of the shore of the boundless ocean depths of God's
Holy ·Word. He has" more and more to follow," ever more and more
to reveal to the longing, opened hearts of His loved ones.
Pleasant fruits, llew and old, in His people, and for them. Treasures
laid up for them and in them. The Lord taketh pleasure in Hi people.
What are the fruits of the Lord's desire ~ We read in Galatians v.
22, 23, "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." A commentator aY8,
" Taken together they present a moral portrait of Christ and may be
taken as the apostle's explanation of Galatians ii. 20, 'Not I but Christ'
and as a definition of fruit in St. John xv. 1-8. This character is
possible because of the believer's vital union to Christ and is wholly
the fruit of the Spirit in believers." Thus the oneness witb ahri:t
ann in Christ is manifested. "His fruit was sweet to my ta te "
·(Cant. ii. 3). "From me is thy fruit found" (Hosea xiv. 8). "Abicle
in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. I am the
Vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in Me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing."
Dear reader, I am nothing, Christ is all, and it is a joy to read, " Ye are
-complete in Him."
" Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want;
More than all in thee I find."

May we by His grace (and He says, "My grace i sufficient for
thee") bring forth " all manner of pleasant fruits"; the fruits He
delights in, the fruits He loves. Then, if He cc::ne for us in the air
(and signs of His coming become more and more evident) He will
-.find us watching, longing, loving, fru:tful. The union of the vine
with the branches will be visible, for
" Nothing eau un twine
His life fwm mine."

Let us rejoice in this blessed truth, and be glad all our days in 1930
.and "until He come."
ETTIE.
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EW THEOLOGY.

THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, LATE EDITOR OF THE
" GOSPEL MAGAZINE."

THE old theology-God's own theology-makes much of the blood of
the cross. The revealed doctrine of the shedding of blood for the
remission of sins goes back to the date of the Fall. The religion of
Cain, :' who was of that Wicked One, and slew his brother," was a
religion which denied the necessity of atoning blood. This simple
fact differentiated the faith of Cain from that of Abel. The same
line of cleavage to-day separates the revealed truth of God from the
"vain doctrines" invented by the self-will of man. The blood of
Christ is the touchstone by which all theology must be tried. The
" preciousness" of that blood in the estimation of the soul affords
the most reliable experimental evidence of personal salvation. Further
the preciousness of the blood of the Lamb is prccisely in proportion
as sin is felt to be "exceeding sinful," and is estimated in the light
of the wrath of God as it was exhibited on Calvary. Not a single
drop of Divine mercy tempered the bitterness of the cup of holy wrath
which Jesus drank off even to the dregs, when He bowed His head
on the cross and declared, "It is finished!" His meritorious,
vicarious death thus meets the fullest needs of penitent, believing
sinners, who are justified freely by God's grace, " through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Of course, to minds that have never
been enlightened by the Spirit and the Word the suitability and sufficiency of the expiation of the cross have no attraction. The death
of the Sinless One remains an unsolved mystery. Satan easily succeeds,
therefore, in persuading men to belittle the great truths of the death
and resurrection of Christ, to trample under foot the Son of God,
and to count the blood of the Covenant an unholy thing. Oh, solemn
thought I-of how much sorer judgment than that which was meted
out to such as despised Moses' Law must they be worthy that do
despite unto the Spirit of Grace Who testifies to Christ and bear
witness to the unsearchable riches of His Gospel!
The perils of the last days, brethren, are already with us, and the
security of the souls of the faithful is found alone in personal union
with Christ, crucified and glorified. To be "quickened together"
with the Risen One is to possess a life at once Divine and everlasting.
The devices of the devil and his angels to draw away the redeemed
of the Lord from thcir steadfastness in Him and from the simplicity
of their faith in His once-offered sacrifice for sin, will not prevail, for
He has declared that no one shall ever be able to pluck them out of
His hand. "If it were possible," He has foretold, spiritual seducers
would" deceive the very elect," but the feet of the saints are" kept"
by His almighty power, and His wayfaring people, though accounted
" fools" by the wise of this world, " shall not err" or be misled from
the holy paths of revealed truth. With" cunning craftiness" men
of corrupt minds, who" lie in wa-it to deceive," may, perhaps, over-
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throw the temporary f1'.ith of some; but where "the root of the
matter" has been planted in the heart by the Holy Ghost Himself,
the forces of hell can never prevail to pluck it up. The counRels of
God's will are absolutely irreversible. They are founded on principles
of eternal righteousness. His Word is settled for ever in heaven,
and the" newest" of all twentieth-century" theologies" is impotent
to disturb even a jot or a tittle of it. A bound is set to the" oppositions of science falsely so-called" by an almighty fiat, and a day is
nearing when that which is written of Pharaoh's sorcerers shall be
re-enacted on a vastly larger scale. " ow as Jannes and Jambres
withstood Moses, so do these men resist the truth; men of corrupt
minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no
further; for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also
was." Soul-slllpwreck is the certain outcome of faith-shipwreck. The
wreckers of the fait,h of others must experience the ruin of their own
souls. "If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch."
Those are words which once passed the lips of Him Who cannot lie,
::md their fulfilment in the last great day when the secrets of all heart
shall be revealed is as certain as the fact that "the Lord liveth."
The "AngE'ls" of earth's Churches may, like stars, fall from the
ecclesiastical heavens, and we see many of them to-day apostatizing
from the revealed truth of God, putting darkness for light, and the
word of man for the infallible Word of the Most High, yet the decree
of infinite wisdom remain unaffected. "He that sitteth in the heavens
shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall He
speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His sore displea ure."
Meanwhile, the righteous servants of the Lord Jesus Chri tare
exhorted to possess their souls in patience. The coming of the Lord
draws near, and when He comes He will before assembled heaven,
earth, and hell, fully vindicate the faith which trusted in Him and in
His Word in the dark and cloudy day of widespread unbelief, mi belief, and apostasy from the precious truth of thc " glorious Go pe!."
" New Theology" is not true theology. The words of the Lord J us
are; "No man having drunk old wine, straightway desireth new;
for he saith, The old is better."

SERVA TS-FRIENDS-BRETHREN.
JOHN xiii. 13; xv. 15; xx. 17.
ALL the revelations of God's eternal purposes in His Word are progressive. The germ of every Divine truth is in the Book of Genesis,
and is gradually unfolded-in type, in song, in prophecy-in the
succeeding books of the Bible. As an instance, what an unfathomable depth of wisdom is contained in the initial prophecy and promise
in Genesis iii. 15! There we have the incarnation, redemption, the
conflict of the ages and the ultimate triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Similarly, all experience of the purposes of grace in the soul is
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"progressive; from conviction of sin to the joy of pardon, from the
earlier conflicts to the laying down of the armour, from the cross to
the crown. The Divine wisdom of the Creator in the works of nature
has its counterpart in the operations of grace: first the blade, then
the ear, afterward the full corn in the ear. The wisdom manifested
in the structure of the body shines in the growth of the life of grace:
the babe, the child, the young man, the father.
There is a very beautiful sequence in the Gospel by John contained
in the words of Jesus to His disciples just before He left them. When
washing their feet He called them servants; at the table He called
them friends ; and at His opened grave He spoke of them as brethren.
1. "Ye call Me Master and Lord; and ye say well; for so I am.
. . . The servant is not greater than his Lord" (John xiii. 13). Judas
twice called Him Master, but never Lord, and only Master as a Rabbi
or teacher. But they who loved Him then, and they who love Him
now, know the holy joy of service; they in heaven, we here on earth.
What an honour to be a servant of the Lord Jesus, whether in public
ministry or in a lowly daily walk! And this honour is joined by
Himself to a tender, humble obedience to His commands-" If ye
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them."
2. "Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not
what his Lord doeth; but I have called you friends; for all things
that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you" (John
xv. 15). Here the happiness of service is merged into the rich joy
of friendship; as if a bondservant should be admitted into the intimacy of the parlour. The Lord once called Judas" friend," but this
is a different word, and on a lower plane. The friendship of Jesus
is a fruit of eternal love, and therefore endures for ever and can never
decay. He is a Friend" Who loveth at all times"; and the more I
learn of Him, the more will my friendship resemble His. It will very
certainly exclude all friend&hip with what grieves Him, and include
all th'1t honours Him. It will remember that" the friendship of the
world is enmity with God."
3. "Go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My
Father and your Father; and to My God and your God" (John
xx. 17). Here is the crowning honoUI-and here all human thought
and expression must fail. Relationship to Jesus is the beginning
of heaven, the earnest and foretaste of it. He is " the Brother born
for adversity." He Who was "made like unto His brethren" is
"not ashamed to call them brethren." And herein we also see the
preceptive aspect of this high and holy relationship. "Who is My
mother ~ and who are My brethren ~ And He stretched forth His
hand toward His disciples, and said, Behold My mother and My
brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is
in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother."
WILLIAM WILEMA

Cricklewood.

T.
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JAMES

MEANING,
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AND

GOD'S

MEANING.

FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY.

" And as for you, ye meant evil against me; but God meant it for good."
GENESIS 1. 20 (R.V.).
" Blind
And
God is
And

unbelief is sure to err,
scan His work in vain:
His own inLerpreter,
He will make it plain."

THE Lord has His way in the whirlwind and storm. Happy is that
man who is able to look behind the second causes which operate in his
life and perceive the Lord working out His plan thereby.
On the death of their father Jacob, the brethren of Joseph were
disquieted, for they could never forget their former ill-treatment of
the man who had since served them so well, and, failing to understand
him, they feared lest the removal of Jacob should open the way for
Joseph to requite them according to their deserts. The expre ion of
those fears grieved Joseph, for he had no thought of taking ven/Jeance.
His tears were a sufficient answer to their plea for forgivene . I wa
not for him to assume the prerogative of God by taking ven/Jeance.
Whatever may be the meaning of some men in their actions towards
others, there are times when there is a meaning deeper down, of which
they know nothing, and that is the meaning of the Lord in wha i
he
permitted. So when Joseph adds to the assurance of forgivene
declaration, " Ye meant evil, but God meant good," he gives them w
understand that he perceives the overruling hand of God in the even
which had happened.
Let us notice :1. That behind the events of his life Joseph perceived the work of God.
From the beginning God had thoughts of kindness towards Jo ph.
and great purposes to realize in his life. Some indication of thi. w
given in those dreams, the relation of which aroused the ire of hi
brothers. They, however, were determined that those dreams hould
never have the fulfilment which they believed them to portend. Ye
the display of their displeasure was to be overruled to the bringing
about of that very fulfilment. Every step that was taken, though
threatening to hinder, was in reality a step onward to the con ummation
that the Lord had determined. The very things which appeared to be
stumbling-blocks became but stepping-stones to succe s. Although
Joseph was carried into a foreign country he was not removed from
the presence and protection of his God. Again and again are the
words repeated: "The Lord was with him." How could harm reach
him while the Lord was with him ~ In wisdom and in love the Lord
guided his steps over a thorny way that he might ultimately se hi
feet in a large room. Whether as a trusted servant in Potiphar
house, or confined in prison on a false charge, the Lord was with him.
But the faith of Joseph was tried while he was being so conducted.
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He could not see through to the end. Though, when the trials were
over and from his exalted station, he could review the path and see
how well the Lord had dealt with him, yet while passing along the road,
the end was hidden from his gaze. "Until the time that His word
came, the word of the Lord tried him." He was, doubtless, as other
children of God, perplexed at the trials which came upon him, and
possibly often wondered where the scene would end.
When the day arrived for the unfolding of the Divine purpose, when
he was liberated from captivity and, having interpreted the dream of
Pharaoh, was placed in his high position of trust in the land of Egypt,
he began to discern the meaning of the clouds and darkness which
had wrapped him round. He found that"The clouds we so much dread
Were big with mercy and did break
Wibh blessings on his head."

And subsequently, when his brethren bowed before him and at his
hands sought sustenance, when he learned that all was well at home,
when he was once again embraced by the father who had mourned
for him as dead, when he had the privilege of returning good for evil,then, ah then, he perceived God's meaning plainly. He could sax,
" Be not angry with yourselves. It was not you but God. He sent
me before you to preserve you. Ye meant evil, but God meant good."
Observe further :2. God's thoughts prevented J oseph's brethren from carrying out thei1"
thoughts fully.
They could go so far, but no farther. There was one way which
would have effectually prevented the fulfilment of his dreams, and
that at first was in their mind. When Joseph was approaching them
on his kindly errand from his father, they said, "Behold this dreamer
cometh. Come, let us slay him and cast him into some pit and we
will see what will become of his dreams." But that would have meant
the failure of God's purpose concerning him; and, therefore, as God
needed his life, they could not slay him. Reuben interposed with the
suggestion that they should cast him into a pit, intending subsequently
to deliver him. As they sat down to eat bread they saw a company of
Ishmaelites going to Egypt. How opportune! They could get him
out of the way and enrich themselves at the same time. And they
sold him.
.
But see
3. How God's purpose was realized through their effort to prevent it.
True, they put him out of their way, but in so doing they put him
into God's way. That sale was a mysterious link in the providence of
God, as it was the means of Joseph going into the land where the
Lord intended to use him, and through him to magnify His Own name.
His brethren determined that his dreams should never have fulfilment,
and thought that as he passed out of their sight their purpose was
accomplished. They meant evil, but God meant good, and there, in
3
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that distant country, God unfolded His meaning in those events. They
who sought to destroy him were succoured by Joseph's hand. Their
envy had been woven into the purpose of God; their efforts to prevent
had furthered its accomplishment, and in these words Joseph gives
glory to that God Whose purpose had been realized, Whose thoughts
had thwarted the evil intent of his brethren, and Whose hand had
been guiding him all along.
This truth is illustrated in history. To take one instance only.
Whilst it was in the purpose of God that this favoured family should
go into Egypt, it was not His will that they should remain there.
The land of Canaan was theirs by promise and that promise must be
fulfilled in the appointed time. So comfortable were they during
Joseph's lifetime in the land of Goshen, a land well suited to their
occupation, that they might have been unwilling to leave it. But
another king arose who knew not Joseph. He thought about the
people who had increased greatly. He determined to diminish their
numbers and weaken their power. He meant to crush them, but
God meant to make them willing to quit the land.
0 heavy were
their tasks made, so bitter were their lives, so grievous their afflictions,
that they cried unto God for deliverance: they were made ready to
go, and God sent them a leader to bring them from the house of bondage.
Is not the same truth exemplified in the life of our dear Redeemer?
The bitter enmity of the rulers of the Jews was displayed towards
Him. They sought to get rid of Him, but their power for a
while was restrained, for His hour had not yet come. But when He
had accomplished His Father's will in life, and the hour approached
that He should lay down His life, they laid hands upon Him. He
Whom they hated appeared to be in their power. In respon e to their
clamour Jesus is delivered to be crucified. See the cros is reared,
the crowd, led by their religiou leaders, mock Him in His agony. He
bows His head and gives up the ghost. At last His voice is silenced,
and they think that He will trouble them no more. Foolish thought!
Their meaning was to overcome Him; God's meaning that He should
overcome. And truly He conquered when He fell.
Their meaning was to silence Him; God's meaning that the accuser
of the brethren should be silenced. Their meaning, the ruin of His
influence; God's meaning, the redemption of His people. And the
apostle brings this out very forcibly when he says: "Him being
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
have taken and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. Whom
God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it
was not possible that He should be holden of it."
These things are written for our instruction, and suggest-a. The perception that God has a meaning in the events of life will
tend to keep the mind calm. Are we not told that all things work
together for good to them that love God? As Dr. McLaren says :" A man who sees God's hand in the past, and thinks lightly of his
sorrows and nobly of the opportunities of service which they have
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brought him, will waste no feeling on the men who were God's tools.
If we want to live high above low hatreds and revenges let us cultivate
the habit of looking behind men to God. So we shall be saved from
many fruitless pangs over irrevocable losses and from many disturbing feelings about other people."
b. That the purpose of God concerning us must be realized will sustain
in trial. No believer is promised exemption from trial.
It is through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom. This
is the pathway that the noblest saints have travelled. But tribulation
worketh patience, and by experience we learn. If we can but remember that our trials are not meaningless, but are a part of the process.
by which God works out His will concerning us, we shall be sustained
until the afterwards arrives when the Lord's meaning is made plain.
c. The knowledge that God has power to give effect to His intentionsto accomplish what He means to do-will tend to strengthen faith.
However contradictory circumstances may be"All must come and last and end
As shall please our heavenly Friend."
And that must be the good of them that trust in Him. Whatever
other meaning there may be, God's meaning is ever good. "I know
the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil."
"The fiotitious powers of chance and fortune I defy,
My life's minutest circumstance is subject to His eye."
"Oh, might I doubt no more, but in His pleasure rest;
Whose wisdom, love, and truth, and power engage to
make me blest."

ETER -AL HOPE.
By THE LATE BISHOP JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D.
SINCE preaching the above sermon* I have read Canon Farrar's
volume, Eternal Hope. With much that this book contains I cannot
at all agree. Anything that comes from the pen of such a well-known
writer of course deserves respectful consideration. But I must honestly
confess, after reading Eternal Hope, that I see no reason to withdraw
anything I have said in my sermon on " Eternity," and that I laid
down the volume with regret and dissatisfaction, unconvinced and
unshaken in my opinions.
I can find nothing new in Canon Farrar's statements. He says
hardly anything that has not been said before, and refuted before.
To all who wish to examine fully the subject of the reality and eternity
of future puni&hment I venture to recommend four works which are
far less known th'l.n they ought to be, and which appear to me far

* On .. Immortality."
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sounder, and more Scriptural, than Eternal Hope. One is Horbery's
Enquiry into the Scripture Doctrine of the Duration of Future Punishment. The second is Girdlestone's Dies Iree. The third is Childe's
Unsafe Anchor. The fourth is a volume of American Essays by various
writers on the Future Life. No one of these books has eyer been
answered, and I venture to think they never will be. Bishop Peal'son
on the Creed, under the heads" Resurrection" and" Everlasting Life,"
will also repay a careful perusal.
The plain truth is, that there are vast difficulties bound up with
the subject of the future state of the wicked, which Canon Farrar
seems to me to leave entirely untouched. The amazing mercifulness
of God, and the awfulness of supposing that many around us will be
lost eternally, he has handled fully and with characteristic rhetoric.
No doubt the compassions. of God are unspeakable. His love in sending Christ into the world to die for sinners is an inexhaustible subject.
But this is only one side of God's character, as we have it revealed
in Scripture. His character and attributes need to be looked at all
round. The infinite holiness and justice of an eternal God-His hatred
of evil, manifested in Noah's flood and at Sodom, and in the destruction
of the seven nations of Canaan-the unspeakable vileness and guilt of
sin in God's sight-the wide gulf between natural man and his perfect
Maker-the enormous spiritual change which every child of Adam
must go through, if he is to dwell for ever in God's presence-and the
utter absence of any intimation in the Bible that this change can take
place after death-all, all these are points which seem to me comparatively put on one side or left alone in Canon Farrar's volume. My
mind demands satisfaction on these points before I can accept the
views advocated in Eternal Hope, and that satisfaction I fail to find
in the book.
The position that Canon Farrar has taken up was firs formally
advocated by Origen, a Father who lived in the third century after
Christ. He boldly broached the opinion that future punishment would
be only temporary; but his opinion was rejected by almos all his
contemporaries. Bishop Wordsworth says, "'Ihe fathers of the
Church in Origen's time and in the following centuries, amon l1 whom
were many to whom the original language of the ew Te tament wa
their mother tongue, and who could not be misled by tran lalion ,
examined minutely the opinion and statements of Origen, and agreed
for the most part in rejecting and condemning them. Iremeus, Cyril
of Jerusalem, Chrysostom, Basil, Cyril of Alexandria, and others of
the Eastern Church, and Tertullian, Cyprian, Lactantius, Augustine,
Gregory the Great, Bede, and many more of the Western Church, were
unanimous in teaching that the joys of the righteous and the puni hments of the wicked will not be temporary, but everlasting."
" Nor was this all. The Fifth General Council, held at Constantinople
under the Emperor Justinian, in 553, examined the tljIlets of Origen,
and passed a synodical decree condemnatory of them. And for a
thousand years after that time there was an unanimous consent in
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Christendom in this sense" (Bishop Wordsworth's Sermons on Future
Rewards, etc., p. 34).
Let me add to this statement the fact that the eternity of future
punithment has been held by almost all theologians from the time of
the reformation down to the present day. It is a point on which
Lutherans, Calvinists, and Arminians, Episcopalians, Presbyterians,
and Independents have always, with a few exceptions, been of one
mind. Search the writings of the most eminent and learned reformers,
search the works of the puritans, search the few literary remains of
the men who revived English Christianity in the eighteenth century,
and, as a rule, you will always get one harmonious answer. Within
the last few years, no doubt, the "non-eternity" of future punishment has found several zealous advocates. But up to a comparatively
modern date, I unhesitatingly assert, the supporters of Canon Farrar's
views have always been an extremely small minority among orthodox
Christians. This fact is, at any rate, worth remembering.
lv; to the diJficulties besetting the old, or common, view of future
punishment, I admit their existence, and I do not pretend to explain
them. But I always expect to find many mysteries in revealed religion,
and I am not stumbled by them. I see other difficulties in the world
which I cannot solve, and I am content to wait for their solution.
What a mighty divine has called, "The mystery of God, the great
mystery of His sufIering vice and confusion to prevail "-the origin
of evil-the permission of cruelty, oppression, poverty, and diseasethe allowed sickness and death of infants before they know good from
evil-the future prospects of the heathen who never heard the Gospel
-the state of China, Hindostan, and Central Africa, for the last 1800
years-all these things are to my mind great knots which I am unable
to untie, and depths which I have no line to fathom. But I wait for
light, and I have no doubt all will be made plain. I rest in the thought
that God is a Being of infinite wisdom, and is doing all things well.
"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ~" (Gen. xviii. 25).
It is a grand saying of Elihu, in Job, "Touching the Almighty, we
cannot find Him out: He is excellent in power, and in judgment,
and in plenty of justice: He will not afflict" (Job xxxvii. 23).
It may be perfectly true that many Romish divines, and even some
Protestants, have made extravagant and offensive statements about
the bodily sufferings of the lost in another world. It may be true
that those who believe in eternal punishment have occasionally misunderstood or mistranslated texts, and have pressed figurative language
too far. But it is hardly fair to make Christianity responsible for the
mistakes of its advocates. It is an old saying that" Christian errors
are infidel arguments." Thomas Aquinas, and Dante, and Milton, and
Boston, and Jonathan Edwards were not inspired and infallible, and
I decline to be answerable for all they may have written about the
state of the lost. But after every allowance, admission, and deduction,
there remains, in my humble opinion, a mass of Scripture evidence
in support of the doctrine of eternal punishment, which can never
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be explained away, and which no revision or new translation of the
English Bible will ever overthrow.*
That there are degrees of misery as well as degrees of glory in the
future state, that the condition of some who are lost will be far worse
than that of others, all this is undeniable. But that the punishment
of the wicked will ever have an end, or that length of time alone can
ever change a heart, or that the Roly Spirit ever works on the dead,
or that there is any purging, purifying process beyond the grave, by
which the wicked will be finally fitted for heaven, these are positions
which I maintain it is utterly impossible to prove by texts of Scripture.
Nay, rather there are texts of Scripture which teach an utterly different
doctrine. "It is surprising," says Rorbery, "if hell be such a state
of purification, that it should always be represented in Scripture as
a place of punishment" (vol. ii, p. 223). "Nothing," says Girdlestone,
"but clear statements of Scripture could justify us in holding, or
preaching to ungodly men, the doctrine of repentance after death;
and not one clear statement on this subject is to be found" (Dies Irm,
p. 269). If we once begin to invent doctrines which we caDDot prove
by texts, or to refuse the evidence of texts in Scripture because they
land us in conclusions we do not like, we may as well throw aside the
Bible altogether, and discard it as the judge of controversy!
The argument of some, that no religious doctrine can be true which
is rejected by the "common opinion" and popular feeling of mankind-that any texts which contradict this common popular feeling
must be wrongly interpreted-and that therefore eternal puni hment
cannot be true, because the inward feeling of the multitude revolts
against it,-this argument appears to me alike dangerous and unsound. It is dangerous, because it strikes a direct blow at the authority
of Scripture as the only rule of faith. Where is the use of the Bible,
if the "common opinion" of mortal man is to be regarded as of
more weight than the declarations of God's Word ?-It is U1ulound,
because it ignores the great fundamental principle of Christianitythat man is a fallen creature, with a corrupt heart and understanding,
and that in spiritual things his judgment is worthless. There is a
veil over our hearts. "The natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him" (1 Cor. ii. 14).
To say, in the face of such a text, that any doctrine which the
majority of men dislike, such as eternal punishment, must therefore
be untrue, is simply absurd! The "common opinion" is more
likely to be wrong than right.
After all, what the" common feeling" or opinion of the majority
of mankind is about the duration of future punishment, is a question
which admits of much doubt. Of course we have no means of ascertaining: and it signifies little either way. In such a matter the only
point is, What saith the Scripture? But I have a strong suspicion,
• Horbery alone alleges and examines no leBS than one hundred a.nd three
texts. on his side. in his reply to Whiston.
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if the world could be polled, that we should find the greater part of
mankind believed in eternal punishment! About the opinion of the
Greeks and Romans at any rate there can be little dispute. If anything is clearly taught in the stories of their mythology it is the endless
nature of the sufferings of the wicked. Bishop Butler says, " Gentile
writers, both moralist and poetic, speak of the future punishment of
the wicked, both as to duration and degree, in a like manner of expression and description as the Scripture does" (Analogy, part i, chapter ii,
p. 218). The strange and weird legends of Tantalus, Sisyphus, Ixion,
Prometheus, and Danaides, have all one common feature about them.
In each case the punishment is eternal! This is a fact worth noticing.
It is worth what it is worth. But it shows, at all events, that the
opponents of eternal punishment should not talk too confidently about
the" common opinion of mankind."
The doctrine of the Annihilation of the Wicked as soon as they die,
to which many adhere, appears to me so utterly irreconcilable with
our Lord Jesus Christ's words about" the resurrection of damnation,"
and St. Paul's words, " There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both
of the just and unjust" (John v. 29; Acts xxiv. 14), that until those
words can be proved to form no part of inspired Scripture it seems
to me mere waste of time to argue about it.
The favourite argument of the advocates of this doctrine, that
" death, dying, perishing, destruction," and the like, are phrases which
can only mean " cessation of existence," is scarcely worth noticing.
Every Bible reader knows that God said to Adam, concerning the forbidden fruit, " In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die"
(Gen. ii. 17). But every well-taught Sunday scholar knows that
Adam did not" cease to exist" when he broke the commandment.
He died spiritually, but he did not cease to be !-So also St. Peter
says of the flood: "The world that then was, being overflowed with
water, perished" (2 Peter iii. 6). Yet it certainly did not cease to
be; and when the water was dried up Noah lived on it again.
The argument that the words" eternal and everlasting" in Scripture
do not always mean" endless," and that consequently "everlasting
punishment" does not mean" endless punishment," is one which will
not bear calm investigation. No doubt such expressions as "everlasting," when applied to physical subjects, such as the hills, denote
nothing more than the comparative stability and antiquity of mountains on the face of the globe. But it is equally certain that when
God and His dealings with man's soul are the subject eternity always
denotes a really endless eternity. The New Testament, at all events,
supplies unanswerable evidence on the point. In our authorized
version the same Greek word is forty-two times translated" eternal,"
and twenty-four times "everlasting." In forty-three places it is
applied to the" endless" life of glory which is promised to believers.
In six places it is applied to the future state of the imp3nitent and
unbelieving. But in these six places there is not the slightest symptom
of a proof that the word means anything else than what it means in
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every other passage in the New Testament where it occurs. In short,
from the beginning of Matthew down to the end of Revelation, the
word can only bear one meaning. Whether applied to " God," or to
the" Spirit," or to redemption, or consolation, or glory, or punishment, or fire, it can only bear one interpretation. It always signifies
that which has no end.
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"LET us trust our Heavenly Father; let us, like little children,
hang entirely on Him, reposing in the sweet. assurance of His unchangeable, eternal love. Let us remember how He acted towards His
saints of old, what His dealings were with them; let us remember
what is recorded concerning their history; for now, as He has ever
done, God will most surely act according to His word."-George Muller.
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A FRAGMENT.
How consistently does the Lord in His providence, as well as in His
grace, confirm that word of His, "For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways." There are times in the
experience of the believer when this fact becomes painfully true. He
had schemed for himself his little plans. Prayer had not been wanting
for their success. Providence-the providence of His covenant Godseemed for a while to smile upon them. What, however, are all the
devices of a man's heart when they are not in accord with the counsel
of the Lord? His eternal thoughts, high as the heavens above the
earth, cannot perish, and in an hour entirely unexpected by His beloved
child the human scheme is frustrated, dashed, destroyed! And why?
Simply because all mere human devisings are erroneous, unwise, yea,
foolish in the estimation of the Infinitely Wise One, and He will have
Wisdom to be justified of His children. "0, that lshmael might live
before Thee!" Such was the heart-breathed desire of Abraham, " the
friend of God." But the thoughts of the Covenant One toward His
own elect, how widely different! For," in Isaac "-the yet unborn
one-" shall thy seed be called "-" My Covenant will I establish with
lsaac." Thus is it with all who are through grace made partakers
of Abraham's blessing. The flesh with all its desires must in every
true believer become the subordinate of the sovereign indwelling
Spirit. And does He not ever act in Divinely perfect accord with the
will of the Father? (Rom. viii. 27). What, then, is the privilege of
God's dear children at all times, if not to wait for an expression of the
thoughts and ways of his unchangeable, all-wise, and loving God, and
not to encourage his own thougbts, nor to enter upon his own ways.
"1'hy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
Whatever it may be."
May this be the reigning grace in our hearts, dear fellow-believers,
and we shall have more and more reason to bless our God in Christ
Jesus that He has ordained all our goings in ways of pleasantness and
paths of peace. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind
is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."
NEVER WORKED 0
SUNDAY!
SIR THOMAS IKSKJP'S RULE.
LORD'S DAY HOUSE, the New Headquarters of the Lord's Day Observance Society in Red Lion Square, London-facing the Headquarters
of the National Sunday League-was opened on Oct. 16th last in
the presence of a distinguished company. Sir Thomas Inskip, K.C.
(Attorney-General in the late government), who presided, said that
although he lived an unusually busy, strenuous life, he had made it
a rule never to work on a Sunday. He attributed his robust health
and strength to the fact that he had observed the commandment torest one day in seven.
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ll'oung folks' lDage.

JOY AND PEACE.
You will notice in our title two important words linked together by
the little conjunction and. With much pleasure J write to wish all
my young readers a very happy new year; thope in the homeland
and those abroad. You will find that the more the new year in your
life is marked by joy and peace, the happier it will be.
Thousands of young folks will be having what they call a good time,
but their supposed joy will have no connection with peace. The Lord
Jesus Christ" made peace" through His death on the cross You
know" All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Rom.
iii. 23). Whatever our circumstances or our position in life, the word
" sinner" describes us. We were born in sin, and have an evil nature
within us inclined to sin. But the Lord Jesus came to save sinners,
and large numbers of people all over the world, of all ages, are rejoicing
in the great salvation provided in Christ. When the Holy Spirit
begins His work of grace in any heart, He convinces of sin, and leads
the sinner to flee for refuge to the Lord Jesus Christ. Have you come
to the Lord yourself, and like the Apostle Paul, " obtained mercy" ?
If you have, your sins are all forgiven, and peace rules in your heart.
In such a case, it is no wonder if there is joy too. A Japane e
gentleman said to a missionary, "I want to have the joy which my
daughter has." What a blessing a joyful Christian girl or boy is in
the home! It is very interesting to notice, as recorded in John xi\'".
and xv., that these two subjects were much in the mind of the Lord
Jesus the very night before He was crucified. How tender and lonng
was His concern for His beloved disciples whom He was about to leave.
Amongst many other words spoken to them at that time, He aid,
" Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." And again,
" These things have I spoken unto you that My joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full." You see He speaks of ,. Jly
peace" and " My joy." How wonderful that every true child of
God shares in His peace and joy!
The Apostle Paul joins the words together in that lo\'"ely \'"erse,
" Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ,
(Rom. xv. 13). If you, by God's grace, po se His joy and peace,
how happily and trustfully you can" go forward ., into 1930! Do you
know some beautiful lines by Iiss Havergal on Kew Year's wishes?
I will copy them out for you, and it would be a good thing if the
younger ones would learn them off by heart, and repeat them on
some occasion to parents or others as opportunity offers. I am sure
they would be pleased, and perhaps the words might bring ble ing.
" What shall I wish thee?
Trea... urAs of earth?
Songs in the springtime,
Pleasure and mirth?
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Flowers on thy pathway,
Skies ever clear?
Would this ensure thee
}. Happy Jew Year?
"What shall I wish thee?
What can be found
Bringing thee sunshine
All the year round?
Where is the treasure,
Lasting and dear,
That shall ensure thee
A Happy New Year?
.. Faith that increaseth,
Walking in light;
Hope that aboundetl.!,
Happy and bright;
Love that is perfect,
Casting out fear;
These shall ensure thee
A Happy New Year.
11 Peace in the Saviour,
Rest at His feet,
Smile of His countenance
Radiant alid sweet,
Joy in His presence,
Christ ever near!
This will ensure thee
A Happy New Year."

E. A. H.
HOW THE LORD SENT ANOTHER SIXPENCE FOR A
RAILWAY FARE.
IN the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November, 1926, there is an account of
sixpence sent in answer to prayer. I send you particulars of another
instance for the same amount.
In my young days our grandparents lived in a lonely and remote
spot. A godly woman, of good understanding in the Scriptures, was
in the habit of visiting them for the purpose of cheering their lives
and usually staying with them for one or two days. On one occasion,
years ago now, this Christian woman when returning home had either
left her purse at the house or lost it on the way. She arrived at the
railway station-a lonely place in those times, on a dark night, a mile
or more from the house where she had been staying, and found she
had no money to pay the railway fare. Her children at home were
waiting for her arrival. She prayed and asked the Lord what she
should do, and walking up and down the platform she saw a sixpence
lying there, the exact amount required for the ticket.
Many times I have heard this recounted as an answer to prayer,
and gladly place the same on record.
E. P.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall soon, in the kind providence of God, enter
upon another year of work, and wish all friends of the soldier and
sailor a truly blessed New Year. We are hoping, if the Lord tarry,
to press forward in the good work of sowing the truth of God in the
Army and Navy, and shall value all the help our friends can give
us. Truly the need is great. As our distributors go about on lower
deck and barrack rooms and hospitals giving the books and magazines
out, an opportunity is afforded them for speaking faithful words to
the men. I am asked to acknowledge in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a
parcel of bound volumes and magazines from Norwood, which I do
with many thanks. May the Lord very richly bless the ministry of
the Magazine in the coming year.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, December, 1929.

l8rotefJtant

iOearon.

ROMISH AND RITUALISTIC ARMImAmS~.
By THE LATE REV. JAlIIES ORMISTON.
A DIVINE PROPHECY.
" The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine."2 TIMOTHY iv. 3.
THE PROPHECY FULFILLED.
"Superstition, the religion of abject terror, is Calviillst Prote tantism. Faith, the religion of truthful love, is Catholicism 1 "-Church
Times (Ritualist organ), Feb. 2nd, 1874.
"Calvinists there are; but Calvinism, as an energetic sy tem, i
·dead! "-Dr. Pusey, in Letters to L1'terary Churchman, January, 1 67.
" From all sects there may be some hope of obtaining converts to
Romanism, except Calvinists, but from them Popery will gain no
.addition."-Dr. Manning (Romanist).
" To others, who were not Calvinists, I used to say, 'I believe all
which you believe; or only part where you deny.' "-Dr. Pusey in
his Eirenicon, p. 5.
" Calvinism-the claimant of a far descended monopoly in orthodoxy,
as a vulgar modern impostM', betraying in every word and ge ture its
jgnoble origin." -·Dr. Littledale (Ritualistic Clergyman) in Conternporary Review, July, 1874.

';
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" It cannot be denied, Calvin was the great man of the Protestant
rebellion. But for him, Luther's movement would, probably, have
died out with himself and associates. Calvin organized it, gave it
form and consistency, and his spirit has sustained it to this day. The
only form of Protestantism that still shows any sign of life and vigour
is unquestionably Calvinism. It is Calvinism that prevents a very
general return of Anglicans to the bosom of the Church. It is hardly
too much to say that no greater heresiarch than John Calvin has ever
appeared, or a more daring, subtle, adroit, or successful enemy of the
Church" (i.e., of Rome).-The Tablet (Roman Catholic weekly paper).
"The grisly chimera* of Calvinism."-Dr. Littledale (Ritualistic
clergyman) in Contemporary Review for July, 1874, p. 293.;
[Th~ above is from an old copy of St. David's Parochial Magazine
and Congregation Record, edited by our esteemed friend the late Rev.
James Ormiston, when he was Vicar of St. David's, HoIloway.EDITOR.]

JOHN CRAIG, THE COLLEAGUE OF JOHN KNOX.
REMARKABLE PROVIDENCES.

IN the year 1562 it was felt that John Knox, who had been the
minister at St. Giles's Church, Edinburgh, for two years, needed a
colleague to assist him in his important work. John Craig was at
that time the minister of Canongate, Edinburgh, and he was appointed
to assist the famous reformer.
The history of John Craig is so remarkable for wonderful displays
of Divine providence, that we feel sure our readers will peruse it with
deep interest. We append it from Dr. Thomas McCrie's Life of John
Knox, vo!. ii, pp. 53-57.
Dr. Thomas McCrie writes as follows :"The person who was appointed colleague to our reformer was

* The chimera was a celebrated monster known in fabulous history as possess·
ing three heads, one of a lion, another of a goat, and the other of a dragon, which
continually vomited flames! The foreparts of its body were those of a lion, the
middle those of a goat, and the hinder those of a dragon! Such is this Ritualistic
clergyman's choice figurative representation of that form of " wholesome doctrine"
commonly called Calvinism, notwithstanding that he subscribed to the thirtynine Articles which authoritatively set forth those leading dogmas of the Christian
religion from which John Calvin was the honoured instrument in God's hands of
purging out the leaven that the Arminian Romish apostasy had surreptitiously
introduced during the period of the middle ages. What wonder that these modern
Arminianists should smart under the infliction of the Calvinistic Protestantism
of the thirty-nine Articles, and own their anxiety to abolish them? "First of
all," writes the Rev. L. Blenkinsopp, in the Church and the World, "come the
thirty-nine Articles, those Protestant Articles-those forty-stripes-save-one, as they
have been called, laid on the back of the Anglican priesthood. How are they to
be got over?" And again, "It will soon become the duty of Churchmen to
labour actively for the abolition of the Articles, which have long ago done their
work and are really of extremely little use now, discrediting us (as they do) in the
eyes of foreign Catholics."-ChuTch News.
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John Oraig. A hort account of this distinguished minister cannot be
altogether foreign to the history of one with whom he was so strictly
associated, and it will present incidents which are both curious in
themselves, and illustrative of the singular manner in which many
of the promoters of the reformation were fitted by Providence for
engaging in that great undertaking. He was born in 1512, and soon
after lost his father in the battle of Flodden, which proved fatal to
so many families in Scotland. After finif,hing his education at the
University of St. Andrews, he went to England, and became tutor
to the family of Lord Dacres, but war having broken out between
England and Scotland, he returned to his native country, and entered
into the order of Dominican friars. The Scottish clergy were at that
time eager in mak-ing inquisition for Lutherans; and owing either to
the circumstance of his having been in England, or to his having
dropped some expressions respecting religion which were deemed too
free, Craig fell under the suspicion of heresy, and was thrown into
prison. The accusation was found to be groundless, and he was set
at liberty. But although he was still attached to the Roman Catholic
religion, the ignorance and bigotry of the clergy gave him such a
disgust at his native country, that he left it in 1537, and having
remained a short time in England, went to France, and from that to
Italy. At the recommendation of the celebrated Cardinal Pole, he
was admitted among the Dominicans in the city of Bologna, and was
soon raised to an honourable employment in that body. In the library
of the Inquisition, which was attached to the monastery, he found
Oalvin's Institutions. Being fond of books, he determined to read
that work, and the consequence was that he became a complete
convert to the reformed opinions. In the warmth of his fir t impressions, he could not restrain himself from imparting the change of hi
sentiments to his associates, and he must haye oon fallen a sacrifice
to the vigilant guardians of the faith, had not the friendship of a
father in the monastery saved him. The old man, who also wa a
native of Scotland, represented the danger to which he exposed himself
by avowing such tenets in that place, and advised him, if he was fixed
in his views, to retire immediately to some Protestant country. "i h
this prudent advice he complied so far as to procure his di char e
from the monastery.
At a very early period of the Christian era there were converts
to the Gospel' in Cresar's household'; and in the ixteenth century
the li£ht of reformation penetrated into Italy, and even into the
territories of the Roman Pontiff. On leaving the monastery of Bologna,
Craig entered as tutor into the family of a neighbouring nobleman
who had embraced the Protestant principles; but he h'l.d not resided
long in it when he was delated for heresy, seized by the familiars of
the Inquisition, and carried to Rome. After being confined nine
months in a noisome dungeon, he was brought to trial, and condemned
to be burned, along with some others on Aug. 20th, 1559. On the
evening previous to their appointed execution, the reigning Pontiff,
CC
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Paul IV, died; and, according to an accustomed practice on such
occasions, the prisons in Rome were all thrown open. Those who
were confined for debt and other civil offences were liberated, but
heretics, after being allowed to go without the walls of their prison,
were again thrown into confinement. But a tumult having been
excited that night in the city, Craig and his companions effected their
escape, and took refuge in an inn at a small distance from Rome.
They had not been long there when they were followed by a company
of soldiers, sent to apprehend them. On entering the house, the
captain looked steadfastly on Craig's countenance, and, taking him
3oflide, asked him, if he recollected of once relieving a poor wounded
soldier in the vicinity of Bologna. Craig was in too great confusion
to remember the circumstance. 'But I recollect it,' replied the
captain, 'and I am the man whom you relieved, and Providence has
now put it in my power to return the kindness you showed to a
distressed stranger. You are at liberty; your companions I must
take along with me, but for your sake I shall show them every favour
in my power.' He then gave him what money he had upon him, and
directions how to make his escape.
" We are not yet done with the wonderful incidents in the life of
Craig. 'Another accident,' says Archbishop Spottiswood, ' hefel him,
which I should scarcely relate, so incredible it seemeth, if to many
of good place he himself had not often repeated it as a singular testimony of God's care of him.' In the course of his journey through
Italy, while he avoided the public roads, and took a circuitous route
to escape from pursuit, the money which he had received from the
grateful soldier failed him. Having laid himself down by the side of
a wood to ruminate on his condition, he perceived a dog approaching
him with a purse in its teeth. It occurred to him that it had been
sent by some evil disposed person, who was concealed in the wood,
and wished to pick a quarrel with him. He therefore endeavoured
to drive it away, but the animal continuing to fawn upon him, he
at last took the purse, and found in it a sum of money, which enabled
him to prosecute his journey. Having reached Vienna, and announced
himself as a Dominican, he was employed to preach before the
Emperor 1\faximilian. His majesty was so much pleased that he was
desirous of retaining him; but the new Pope, Pius IV, having heard
of his reception at the Austrian capital, applied to have him sent back
to Rome as a condemned heretic, upon which the Emperor dismissed
him with a safe conduct. When he arrived in England in 1560, and
was informed of the establishment of the reformed religion in his native
country, he immediately repaired to Scotland, and was admitted to
the ministry. Having in a great measure forgotten his native language
during an absence of twenty-four years, h3 for a short time preached
in Latin to some of the learned in Magdalene's Chapel. He was
afterwards appointed minister of the Parish of Canongate, where he
had not officiated long, till he was elected colleague to Knox."
[We would ask our readers to note the many wonderful providences
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of God on John Craig's behalf. He delivered him from Romish error
through Calvin's Institutes. He delivered him from being burnt at
the stake through the death of a Pope and the kindness of a captain.
He delivered him from starvation through a purse in a dog's mouth,
and he delivered him from being sent back to Rome through the
kindness of an earthly monarch. Truly this servant of the Lord could
have said with David, "He delivered me, because He delighted in
me" (2 Sam. xxii. 20).-EDITOR.]

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE close of the year occasions a backward as well as a forward look.
The Committee are most grateful to the Lord for continued favour
through the year, and thank subscribers and others who have assisted
so that the needs of the Society in relieving the Lord's aged poor
have been met, and, in entering upon another year, they are hoping
for a continuance of Divine favour and the renewed help of friends.
Very successful Sales of Work have been held during the month
at Hastings, Horley, and Croydon, and the COlllmittee gratefully
acknowledge the kindness of the many friends who have contributed
to this success.
With 1058 Pensioners on the books and repairs needed to 'ome of
the Homes, the need of the Society is great, and the Committee have
been encouraged by the addition of some new subscribers.

iKeble\l)S ail/) j!,otires of iSoots.
THE CHURCH. By the late Bishop J. c. Ryle. Pp. 24. Price 2d.
(Sovereign Grace Union, The Par onage, 9 , Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5.)
Anything from the pen of the late Bishop J. C. Ryle is always worth
reading. This pamphlet is no exception to this rule. In fact we mil1ht
rightly say that this article on The Church is one of the be t thing
the Bishop has written. We are glad it is being issued in thi cheap
form. It deserves to be circulated by the million.
WE have received AN EXPOSURE OF THE BEXEFICES (PATRONAGE)
MEASURE. This is published by the Church As ociation, 13 and 14
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, If.C.2. Price Id.
WE have also received an excellent four-paged tract by Mr. J. K. Popham,
of Brighton, entitled THE HOLY BIBLE, being an address delivered
at the Trinitarian Bible Society's meeting, held in Brighton, Oct. 3rd,
1929. It can be had from the Sovereign Grace Union, 98, Camberwell
Grove, London, S.E.5.

