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GRACE, GLORY, AND GOOD.
" For the LORD GOD is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will He withhold from them that walk
upnghtly."-PSALM lxxxiv. n.

·WHEN this issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE reaches our readers,
the new year will nearly have dawned upon them. The old year
will have passed away for ever, and a new chapter in our lives
will be opened. No doubt there will be a deep sense of gratitude
to GoD for the manifold mercies of the past year. Trials have,
no doubt, been experienced, difficulties have been confronted, and
dangers have beset our path; yet goodness and mercy have been
our portion. There may have been periods of great darkness, and
times when it seemed as if GOD had forgotten to be gracious,
and as if His mercy had clean ggne for ever; but we can bear
testimony to the fact that we have never been really forsaken
and never been really destitute of the mercies of our GOD. He
has ever been 'mindful of us. His compassions towards us have
been unfailing. "He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor
rewarded us according to our iniquities," but as the heaven is
high above the earth, so great has been His mercy toward us.
We can, therefore, begin the new year by saying:
" We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
He hath been mindful of us, and we are assured that He will
bless us. He is " a sun and shield" to'His people. He" will give
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grace' and glory," and "no good thing will He withhold from
them that walk uprightly."
1. The description which the psalmist here gives of the recipients
of GOD'S bounties, calls for special notice.
The grace, glory, and good of which th~ psalmist speaks are for
" them that walk uprightly." Who are they? Manifestly they are
a living people. They could not walk uprightly unless they were
spiritually alive. Those who are dead in trespasses and sins do
not walk uprightly. They are able to walk in the service of sin,
but they are dead to GOD, and hence they cannot walk so as to
please Him. They walk according to the course of this evil world.
They walk according to the prince of this world-the devil. They
walk according to the flesh, that carnal nature which cannot please
GOD. A people, then, who walk uprightly must have been quickened and regenerated by the HOLY GHOST. Have you been born
again, dear reader? Have you passed from death unto life?
Walking uprightly implies a change of life. It implies that the
broad road which leads to destruction has been abandoned, and
that the narrow way has been entered. It implies that we have
been turned from darkness to light. It implies that we have been
convicted of sin, and led to trust in the blood and righteousness
of CHRIST. It implies that we have been delivered from the power
of darkness and translated into the kingdom of GOD'S dear SON.
Again, walking uprightly implies a settled and regular walk. It
is not an occasional walk of which the psalmist speaks, but a regular
and prolonged walk, a walk that goes on till the pilgrim reaches
the celestial city. This was tJl.e kind of walk which characterized
Enoch. Though he was a married man, with domestic cares and
difficulties, he never ceased walking With GOD during the whole
course of his regenerated life on earth. He" walked with GOD
three hundred years," and then" he was not; for GOD took him "
(Gen. v. 22-24).
Walking uprightly implies also a'separated walk. We cannot
walk with GOD and the world at the same time. We cannot walk
in the broad way and also in the narrow. The two ways go in
directly opposite directions. If, therefore, you are walking in the
narrow way you must have abandoned the company of those who
aI'e walking in the broad way. You no longer walk in the counsel
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of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sii in the
seat of the scornful. You have come out from amongst them,
and you are walking in holy separation from the world, and in
fellowship only with GOD'S people. You are a companion of all
them that fear GOD.
Walking uprightly, then, implies regeneration, conversion, justification, sanctification. It implies that we are washed, sanctifled,
and justified in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT
of our GOD.
If this is your experience, then you can appropriate the other
parts of the text we are considering.
2. Nownotioe what the LORD GoD is to those who walk uprightly.
a. "The LORD GOD is a Sun" to them.
We need light in our journey to the celestial city, and the LORD
GOD is our light and our salvation. He is our Sun to light up
our path, to guide our steps, to cheer our hearts, and to make us
fruitful in the graces of the SPIRIT.
Apart from Him we are in total spiritual darkness. All light,
joy and gladness proceed from Him. Blessed are the people who
walk in the light of His countenance. "LORD, lift Thou up the
light of Thy countenance upo"n us" (Ps. iv. 6).
b. "The LORD GOD is a Shield" to them that walk uprightly.
Those who walk uprightly are in continual danger. "The devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour"
(1 Peter v. 4). We need the shield of faith in GoD, wherewith we
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the devil.
We are continually in danger from the uprisings of the flesh.
Our corrupt natures may be comparatively quiescent at times, but
they are easily roused into awful rebellion against GOD, and against
all that is good, and only by walking in the power of the SPIRIT
can we be proof against the lusts of the flesh.
How much we need the exhortation, "I, therefore, the prisoner
of the LORD beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love" (Ephes. iv. 1, 2).
This exhortation is given to the saints of GOD, and it shows that
there must be something in us all that makes lowliness, meekness,
longsuffering, and forbearance_necessary. It is because we are all
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more or less prone to irritate one another by our words and ways,
that we need to be longsuffering and forbearing with one another.
Truly we need the LORD to shield us from the power of the devil,
the flesh, and also the blandishments of the world.
Well, let us take comfort from this assurance-" The LORD GoD
is a 'Sun and Shield' to them that walk uprightly."
Let us seek to walk in the light of His countenance, and to
rely upon His omnipotent arm to shield us from all the spiritual
and also temporal perils to which we are exposed. "Fear not,
Abram," the LORD said, "I am thy Shield, and thy exceeding
great reward" (Gen. xv. 1). "He is a Shield unto them that
put their trust in Him" (Prov. xxx. 5).
3. Let us now think of the blessings which the LORD gives to them
that walk uprightly.
a. He gives grace to them.
They have already experienced His saving grace. By His grace
they have been saved, justified, pardoned. But" He giveth more
grace" (James iv. 6). He" resisteth the proud, but giveth grace
unto the humble." He is continually dispensing more grace to
His needy people. He sits on the throne of grace for that purpose.
His grace is sufficient for all their needs, and He makes all grace
abound toward them, that they, always having all sufficiency in
all things, may abound to every good work. (See 2 Cor. ix. .)
Enabling, supporting and comforting grace are always available
for "them that walk uprightly."
" Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;
'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go."

The supplies of grace are continuous and inexhaustible.
b. He gives glory to them that walk uprightly.
The word is not to be confined to heavenly glory. It is often
used of temporal glory. J oseph used it thus when he said, "Ye
shall tell mY,father of all my glory in Egypt" (Gen. xlv. 13).
J ob says, "He hath stripped me of my glory" (Job xix. 9). The
same word is translated " honour" in 1 llings iii. 13, 1 Chronicles
xxix. 12, 28, and 2 Chronicles xvii. 5, and is used of earthly honour
or glory.
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"The LOltD) then, will even give earthly honour or glory to His
'People. This is remarkably illustrated in the history of J oseph,
Da~d, and Daniel. Moreover, it is true more or less in regard to
"all His people. He says, " Them that honour Me I will honour"
~1 Sam. ii. 30). Those who walk uprightly are more or less despised
:and hated by the world, but the LORD stands by them, and in
various ways He honours them even in this life.
Eventually, however, heavenly glory and honour will be the
eternal portion of them that walk uprightly. The GOD of all
grace hath called them" unto His eternal glory by CHRIST JESUS."
Our LORD JESUS CHRIST hath purposed that all whom the FATHER
hath given Him shall be with Him where He is, and behold His
glory. When He appears, they shall appear with Him in glory.
They shall be "glorified together." Meanwhile they" rp,joice in
hope of the glory of GOD." (See 1 Peter v. 10; John xvii. 24 ;
Col. iii. 4; Rom. viii. 18; Rom. v. 2.)
The LORD will guide them with His counsel, and afterward
:receive them to glory. (See Ps. 'lxxiii. 24.)
c. Lastly, the LORD will give every good to them that walk
.uprightly.
"No good thing will He withhold" from them. But He must
be the Judge of what is good for them. Our thoughts of what is
good for us may often be mistaken. ,Ve may be assured, however,
that nothing that is really good for us will He withhold. "He
that spared not His own SON, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him, also freely give us all things? " that
are good for us (Rom. viii. 32). Earthly parents even know how
-to give good gifts unto their chilClren, and how much more shall
<God give good things to His praying people (Matt. vii. 11).
"We know," on the authority of His Word, "that all things
"Work together for good to them that love GOD, to them who are
:the called according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). "0 fear
-the LORD (then), ye His saints; for there is no want to them that
-fear Him. The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they
that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing" (Ps. xxxiv. 9, 10).
Is this GOD your GOD? If so, " Blessed is the man that trusteth
in Him" (Ps. xxxiv. 8).
There is abundant reason, then, to expect a happy new year.
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All through its course the LORD GOD will be our SUN and SHIELD.
He Will dispense grace, glory, and good. Thus He ,..ill supply all
our needs according to His riches in glory by CHRIST JESUS.
May we all experience an abundant measure of His goodness
and mercy.
" GOD is our SUN, He makes our day;
GOD is our SHIELD, He guards our way,
From all th' assaults of hell and sin,
From foes without and foes within.
" All needful grace will GOD bestow,
And crown that grace with glory too;
He gives us all things, and withholds
No real good from upright souls.

" 0 GOD our KING, Whose sovereign sway
The glorious hosts of heaven obey,
And devils at Thy presence flee:
Bless'd is the man that trusts in Thee."
(Dr. Walts.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas HoW]hto-n).

IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS.
WHAT a glorious Person is Jesus Christ! God and Man. God in
Christ, not reckoning sin to His people, but reckoning it to Christ,
imputing it to Him: "He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew
no sin." That is the very essence of the Gospel: "He hath made
Him to be sin for us Who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him," the very substance, equity itselfrighteousness. A man may be righteous in some of his actions, but
not be righteousness; but here people are righteousness. Not by
their own doing, but by imputation, the imputation of Christ's righteousness to them, they are righteousness itself. It is God's own
righteousness, even the righteousness of Christ. All this the Apostle
Paul was so persuaded of that his chief desire, his great aim and
prayer, was that he might have this righteousness: "I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Je~us
my Lord: for Whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I ma.y win Christ, and be found in Him;
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
wbich is through the fl!'ith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
by faith." So, sinner, this is the thing to fit you for eternal glory,
to fit you to be the guest of God in heaven: nothing else wiIl.-Mr.
J. K. Popham.
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A BLESSED ASSURANCE FOR THE NEW YEAR.
" TVllOW hearlceneth unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet
r from fear of evil."-PRoVERBS i. 33.

;.

THE speaker of these words is Wisdom (verse 20), but in the New
Testament we are taught that Christ is "the power of God, and
the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. i. 24), and that in Him are" hid all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. ii. 3). We may,
therefore, rightly say that it is our Lord Jesus Christ Who says,
" Vl'hoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet
from fear of evil." Here, then, is a blessed assurance to God'speople for the new year. Security and peace are promised throughout the whole year to all who hearken unto Christ.
1. It is well that we should first consider what is meant by hearkening unto Christ.
To hearken unto Him implies the possession of ears whi<:h listen
to His voice. Our Lord says, "Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear" (Matt. xiii. 9), which suggests that all have not the inward
ear to hear, reeeive, and welcome His teachings. The great
majority of people, even in this professedly Christian country, arfr
absolutely deaf to the words of Christ. They are utterly indifferent
to that Word which He has inspired by His Spirit. Their hearts.
are wholly centred on earthly things. The larger number never
come under the sound of His Word, and those who do so have
ears that are dull of hearing. Hearing they hear, but do not
understand, and seeing they see, but do not perceive. In fact,
they are in such a spiritually dead condition that they are incapable
of hearing Christ's Word to their sou1s' profit. Their condition
is described by the apostle when he says, "The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). ""'hat a comment is this.
on the doctrine that men have a natural power of free will to·
receive or reject the blessings of the Gospel, and that in the last
resort it is their own independent will which determines their
eternal salvation. Surely the teaching of Scripture is that ere a
man can hear and welcome spiritual truths he must be quickened
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;and regenerated by the Holy Ghost. While he is dead in sins,
he ~annot hear Gospel truth profitably. Our Lord said to the
Jews, "Why do ye not understand My speech? even because ye
·cannot hear My word." Again He said, "He that is of God
heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are
'not 0/ God" (John viii. 43, 47).
How much we need to pray for the mighty power of the Spirit
to quicken the dead in sin who are present when the Gospel is
~eing proclaimed.
" Mightiest of Teachers!
Let Thy gracious voice,
Wake each soul's attention,
Make each heart rejoice.
" Break the links that bind us
To all earthly care;
With Thy words of sweetness
Touch each inward em'."
(Dr. C. Y. Biss.)

The power to hearken to Christ's voice is sooner or later given
to all his sheep. The power to listen and hear is not a matter
-of chance. The sheep given to Him by the Father shall all eventu-ally heal' His voice. He says, " They shall hear My voice." This
truth is full of comfort to preachers of the Gospel, who themselves
:hearken unto Christ. They know that their labour shall not be
.in vain in the Lord. Sowing the Gospel seed in tears, they shall
.reap in joy; for Christ says, "My sheep hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of My hand." (See John x. 16, 27, 28.)
The man who hearkens unto Christ with the inward ear, is like
:a man who builds his house upon a rock, and when the rain
,descends and the floods come, and the wind blows, the house falls
not, because it is founded on a rock.
On the other hand, the man who hearkens to Christ with the
-outward or natural ear only, is like a man who builds his house
upon the sand. Such a house cannot stand the test of rain and
.floods and winds. It falls, and great is the fall of it.
He that hath an.. ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith in the
Word which He has inspired.

...
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To hearlr,en to Christ implies a readiness to hear and believe all
that He has spoken.

All Clirist's utterances were" the words of God." " He Whom
'God hath sent speaketh the words of God" (John iii. 34). To
hearken to Christ is to listen to, and to receive and welcome
-every truth which He has revealed in His Word. There can be
.no doubt that many good people pick and choose certain portions
of God's Word and deliberately ignore and set aside other portions
oQ{ the Word. To give one illustration. How often we hear the
words quoted, "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
That is a very blessed and encouraging truth, but why should
these words be always quoted without the other part of the same
\Terse ~ The whole verse reads, "All that the Father giveth Me
-shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise
.cast out" (John vi. 37). We ourselves were once, in effect,
<rebuked for quoting this whole verse, even though we made no
-comment on it. The whole of this verse was spoken by our Lord
.Jesus Christ, and it was spoken, moreover, to unconverted people.
Must there not be something wrong with our teaching and preachi.ng if we deliberately leave out a portion of the truth spoken by
-our Lord Jesus Christ 1 To the same audience our Lord Jesus
Christ said, "No man can come to Me, except the Father which
hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44).
"Ve would affectionately point out that any preaching of the
'Gospel which leaves out the truths set forth in John vi. 37 and 44-.
-is unbalanced and defective.
Moreover, we may be sure of this, that no sinner will be lost
because we preach all the truth which Christ has uttered. God's
£racious purpose to save His chosen ones cannot be frustrated by
-the faithful, loving, and gracious preaching of all the counsel of
.aod.
If we hearken to Christ fully, we shall welcome and receive all
:revealed truth, however solemn and mysterious it may seem to
us, and we shall humbly and lovingly proclaim it in due proportion.
In particular, if we hearken to Christ we shall receive His
-teaching about sin, penalty, salvation, and eternal glory.
We shall humbly receive the truth that" the heart is deceitful
.above all things and desperately wicked," that " out of the heart
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procee~ evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies," and that" every imagination of the thoughts
of his (man's) heart is only evil continually" (Jer. xvii. 9; Matt.
xv. 19; Gen. vi. 5). We shall humbly acknowledge that we were
shapen in iniquity, and conceived in sin, that by nature we are
enmity against God, not subject to His law, nor capabll' of being
subject thereto, that we are all as an unclean thing, and that all
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. We shall, therefore, have
not a good word to say of ourselves.
Then what about His teaching about penalty 1
We see it in the awful judgment pronounced upon Adam at
the fall. We see it in the judgment on the world of the ungodly
in the time of Noah. We see it in the destruction of the cities of
the plain. We see it in the judgments npon Israel throughout
their whole history. We see it in such declarations as: "These
shall go away into everlasting punishment," "shall ca,,,t them into .
a furnace of fire," "punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord." If we hearken to Christ we shall
receive, and believe all that He has revealed about the wages of
Sln.

But there is a brighter side. There is Christ's revelation about
salvation from sin, and redemption from sin's curse.
He said, "God so loved the world, that He gave His onlybegotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish,
but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). He said, "The Son of
Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give
His life a ransom for many:' (Matt. xx. 28). He said that His
blood was" shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 2 ).
He said, "I lay down My life for the sheep" (John x. 15).
Here, then, is good news. "Whosoever believeth in Him"
shall not perish. He shall have everlasting life. Christ has given
His life a ransom for many. He has become the Substitute of
His people. He shed His blood to secure the remission of their
sins, and "to Him give all the prophets witness, that through.
His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of
sins" (Acts x. 43).
o sinner, dost thou feel thyself to be a sinner, and dost thou.
desire forgiveness 1 Hear Christ's word spoken through His.

...
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Apostle Peter: "Whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins." Blessed assurance! This is just what a poor
sinner needs-remission of sins, and "whosoever believeth in
Him" is promised this great, this unspeakable, this eternal blessing.
If we hearken unto Christ we shall welcome what He says about
salvation and redemption.
Then there is Christ's testimony about the future glory of His
redeemed. He says when He comes again He will receive them
unto Hjmself that where He is, there they shall be also. He says
they" shall shine forth as the ~un in the kingdom of their Father."
They shall be with Him where He is, and behold His glory. He
will bid them inherit the kingdom prepared for them from the
foundation of the world. (See John xiv. 3; xvii. 24; Matt.
xiii. 43; xxv. 34).
Tho:;:e who hearken to Christ will thankfully and joyfully receive
I-lis word about coming glory and blessedness.
2. SecO'Tldly, think of the safety of him who hearkens unto Ohrist.
"Whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely."
He shall dwell safely from the merited penalty of sin; for Christ
says, "He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnatiO'Tl; but is passed from death unto life" (John v. 24). Again
the Lord says, "My sheep hear My voice . . . and they shall
never perish" (John x. 27, 28). Christ hath redeemed them from
the curse of the law. Hence," There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1).
If we really hearken to Christ's words thus spoken, we shall
dwell safe and secure in our minds in-regard to the merited penalty
of our sins. With Toplady we shall say:
"Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid,
Whate'er Thy people owed:
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood."
He shall dwell safely from the power of Satan.
To the man who hearkens unto. Christ, the Apostle John says,
" He that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one
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toucheth him not" (1 John v. 18).. The wicked one will go about,
seeking to devour God's people, and he will do all he can to lead
them astray by his wiles and his subtlety, but he cannot so touch
them as to do them permanent harm. They are eternally safefrom ever again being led captive by Satan at his will.
The man who hearkens unto Christ shall dwell safely and securely
from all his enemies.
"Who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that
which is good 1" (1 Peter iii. 13).. "No weapon that is formed!
against thee shall prosper" (Isa. liv. 17). "The name of theLord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe ".
(Prov. xviii. 10).
J ehovah is on the side of those who hearken unto Christ, and if
He is for them, who can be against them 1
For their comfort it is written that "the angel of the Lord
encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them"
(Ps. xxxiv. 7).
3. Lastly, think of the quietude and peace of him who hearke11.fJ"
unto Christ.
He "shall be quiet from fear of evil." If we really take our
Lord Jesus Christ at His word, and take believing heed to it, we·
shall be kept from fear of evil.
We shall be quiet from fear of the evil of want, and poverty. Thepoor saints in God's family are prone to be anxious about food and
raiment for themselves and for their families, but the Lord bid&
them not be anxious. He says to them, "Take no thought (no
anxious thought) for your lif~, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 'shall put on." Then Hepoints His people to the fowls of the air. He reminds them that
though they neither sow nor reap, nor gather into barns, yet God
feeds them. Then He asks, " Are ye not much better than they 1 "
Then He points His people to the lilies of the field. They are·
beautifully arrayed. How comes it that they are so adorned 1 It
is not because they toil or spin. The reason is that God clothes.
them. Then the Lord Jesus says to His people, "Shall He not
much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith ~" and He proceeds
to remind them that tbeir heavenly Father knoweth their needs.
and that He will certainly supply them. (See Matt. vi. 25-33.),

....
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Now, if we hearken to Christ's teaching here given we shall be·
quiet from fear as to the supply of our temporal- needs. We shall
trust our God, and not be afraid.
In like manner we shall be quiet from fear in regard to the
future months of this new year.
The Lord says, "Take no thought (no anxious thought) for the
morrow." The Apostle Paul says, "Be careful for nothing," oras it might be translated, " In nothing be anxious." If we hearken
to these injunctions then we shall be like the godly man in the"
Psalms, of whom it is written, "He shall not be afraid of evil
tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord." (See Matt.
vi. 34; Phil. iv. 6; Ps. cxii. 7.)
The man who really hearkens unto Christ shall be quiet from.
business and domestic worries. Mary is a beautiful illustration
of this. She sat at the feet of .Tesus and" heard His word." She
'was no doubt also concerned about household duties, but she did
not worry about them as Martha did, and the Lord commended
her. (See Luke x. 38-42.)
Quiet trust in our God. will preserve us from being anxious
about domestic and business concerns. How much we need to be·
able to say, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not
be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2). Trusting in Him we shall be able to say,.
"I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for Thou, Lord,
only makest me dwell in safety" (Ps. iv. 8).
May we, dear readers, all through the new year, be enabled to·
hearken continually and believingly to our Lord .Tesus Christ.
Then we "shall dwell safely, and ,be quiet from fear of evil."
The Lord shall be our confidence and He will keep our foot from
being taken.
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

"THE new life is not implanted because man perceives the truth,.
but he perceives the truth because new life has been imparted. A
man is not regenerated because he has believed in Christ; but he
believes in Christ with head and heart because he has been regenerated~
He is not regenerated because he first repents, but he repents because'
he has been regenerated."-P1"of. Thos. O. Johnson, Richmond, Va.
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But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine."-TITUS ii. 1.

WITH such-like faithful warnings and exhortations did the Apostle
Paul show his love and yearning desires for" Titus mine own son in
the faith," and thus early in the days of the Primitive Church was
there the necessity of such warnings. What would he h:we urged
to-day, and how much more of rebuke and correction would he have
enforced ~ How spurious is the teaching to-day! How watered down
are the doctrines of the Infallible Word, and how Iowa standard of
truth is followed! What slight allusions do we find -in the pulpits
to-day of that foundation truth which the Divine Lord and Teacher
prefaced with His inevitable must. "Ye must be born again." How
little is heard of the condemning law wbch brings home to the guilty
conscience how" all have sinned and come short of the glory of God,"
and" thoil art the man," 0 sinner, and Divine Justice must be satisfied
either in you or in your glorious Surety and Substitute. How little
is known of "broken hearts and humble walkers, these are dear in
Jesus' sight"! How little is taught of Justification by faith, and of
the condemned and silenced sinner who has no~hing to plead, except
as he can find it in his glorious and mighty Advocate hefore the throne,
and whose hope lies in that precious Life given in the guilty sinner's
stead. How ignorant hearers are of the" strait and narrow way,"
and how broad is the love and charity taught from our would-be
teachers to-day! Puny, sinful, helpless man is " offered," and urged
to " accept" or " reject" Christ at his will, and if accepting Him (one
can scarcely write the words, which are so derogatory and dishonouring
to Him Who hath " all power in heaven and in earth" and Whose
salvation is kingly and mighty and worthy of Himself and Who alone
can make the dead sinner to live) then go and live a happy, joyous
life of kindly deeds and not be too narrow, but mix with the world and
unbelievers, with the hope of doing them good! That such is not
the "sound doctrine" of the inspired 'word I need not remind my
dear, Spirit-taught readers. Our blessed Lord saw how" many went
back and followed no more with Him," when .lIe spoke the heartsearching words that" no man can come unto Me, except it were
given him of My Father." And when He searched the recesses of the
heart of the rich young man who came in all his zeal and questioning,
as to what he should" do " to obtain this eternal life, we know how
the young man" went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions."
Mr. Hart so discriminatingly addresses the shallow professor"Hear the terms that never vary,
To repent and to believe,
Both of these are necessary,
Both from Jesus we receive."
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" 0 beware of trust ill·grounded,
'Tis but fancied faith at most:
To be cured and not be wounded,
To be saved before you're lost."
.. Every soul that gains salvation,
:\Iust and shall 'be born again.'''
I recently read a most remarkable instance of the Sovereignty of
the Holy Spirit's work in two hearts at the same time and under the
same sermon, yet so dissimilar in the way of His working. It was in
.an account of a Mrs. Barton, of Exeter, who died in 1858. She had
been in her maidenhood just a religious professor and member of the
Established Church, and she had a friend who was in every detail
her companion, but who was now suffering deeply in exercise of soul,
having been convinced of her fallen state by nature, and having no
knowledge of God's pardoning love to the chief of sinners. She persuaded her friend, Mrs. Barton, to go with her to a chapel she had
heard of; and Mrs. Barton, not liking to hurt her feelings, consented,
for the sake of her friend, and yet feeling great reluctance to enter
any building but that of the Establishment. They wended their way
through back strcets to escape observation, and presently entered
the Tabernacle where a Mr. Trego, successor to the beloved and now
translated Henry Tanner, was preaching the unsearchable riches of
'Christ. That first sermon, under the power of the Holy Spirit, worked
sovereignly, rema.rkably, but dissimilarly in those two hearts! In
the one it was the means of setting the poor burdened soul at liberty,
and in the other of convi.ncing her of her lost condition under the condemning law. The text was, "Never man spake like this Man,"
and in relating the remarkable and blessed circumstance, Mrs. Barton
would contrast her state with ber friend's. That to one, no man ever
spoke such sweet sounds; to the other (when the minister spoke of
this Man speaking as none else could, to sinner as well as saint), it
was a killing declaration, for she felt sure that her sentence from His
mouth would be, " I never knew you." And from that hour she was
'Constrained to relinquish all her formal religion and seek until she
found healing for her wounded spirit, knowing she would find it nowhere else but in Jesus' blood and righteousness. The words will
have occurred to the reader how truly" The wind bloweth where it
listeth and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence
it cometh and whither it goeth; so is everyone that is born of the
Spirit." How necessary, therefore, for the ambassadors of Jesus
Christ to be faithful to their high and holy calling 1 It is theirs to
obey the Divine command to " preach the Word." It is the Spirit's
office to search, convict, convince, wound and heal by that Word.
It is the sacred duty of every God-sent and qualified minister to preach
"sound doctrine" and nothing that is "contrary to it " (1 Tim. i. 10).
He is to teach" wholesome words" and" doctrine which is according
2
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to godliness" (1 Tim. vi. 3). "Holding fast the form of sound words"
(2 Tim. i. 13). "Holding fast the faithful word, as he hath been taught,
that, he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and convince
the gainsayers" (Titus i. 9). For, argues the apostle rightly, "If
the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself for
the battle ? "
And with many other exhortations does our apostle remind his
son, Timothy, in the faith, to "continue," "endure," "watch,'"
"rebuke," "contend earnestly," "fight," "keep" and" preach" the
Word under the Divine promise of blessing. "My doctrine shall
drop as the rain; my speech shall distil as the dew" (Deut. xxxii. 2).
And-" If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine,.
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself" (John vii. 17).
And all "sound doctrine" centres, begins, and ends in a precious,
Christ. You have it in a nutshell, as it were, in one verse, 1 Tim. iii. 16,
and this "great mystery of godliness" must find every God-sent
minister "sound" on the fundamental truths of the Bible. The
eternal Sonship of the God-Man-His Divine love; His Incarnation ;.
His life on earth; His sufferings and vicarious sacrifice, and allatoning death; His resurrection, ascension, intercession, mediatorial
glory and His coming again. For, as dear Newton says trul:-, "Ye
cannot think right of the rest, unless ye think rightly of Him."
May everyone who reads this paper be truly taught of the Hol:Spirit that" sound doctrine" which alone enabfes to " think rightl:- "
of Jesus and give Him all the glory of his salvation, since that sah-ation is all of His free grace and mercy, and worthy of Himself Who
alone can bestow it. Should the reader be the happy posse sor of
the hymn-book, Songs of Grace and Glory (which some of us so greatl:
prize), it would double his interest to read one of the hymn- therein
(193), " Hark! in the wilderness a cry," and see how the author, the
Hon. WaIter Shirley, exalted a precious Christ "before whom all
mountains of unbelief and sin would crumble into dust," and a humbled
heart" begin to feel His all-restoring Hand to trust." And then to
learn what a stalwart for th.e truth and favoured preacher of this
" sound doctrine" the Hon. W. Shirley was. *He was called b: grace
and favoured to exercise a faithful ministry in Ireland, where he met
with intense opposition and persecution from the unenlightened
clergy there. And it was whilst he was absent for a brief space from
his parish that the then Bishop of Clonfert, Dr. Waiter Cope. wrote
him peremptorally: "In case of your return to Loughrea, I fairly
warn you to lay aside your exceptionable doctrines, for, without
entering into paper controversy, I must and will surely proceed in
the most effectual manner to suppress all such." 'Io which Wh.
Shirley replied: "My LORD,-When you are pleased to call my
doctrines exceptionable you ought to particularize what is exceptionable
in them. But, after all, does your lordship know what my doctrines
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are ~ That you may have the most authentic information, I win
give it myself. I maintain, not a partial, but the total and absolute,
apostacy of man through the fall, so that he cannot turn and prepare
himself by his own natural strength and good works to faith and
calling upon God: and that, works done before the grace of Christ
and the inspiration of His Spirit are not pleasing to God, and, without
doubt, have the nature of sin. I preach justification by faith only in
the merits, blood and righteousness of Christ Jesus. I preach the
equality of the Son and the Spirit with the Father in the God-head,
and that these are three Divine Persons, and but one God. I preach
the doctrine of regeneration, or the New Birth; the sanctification,
influence, inspiration, sealing and testimony of the Holy Ghost. I
preach the full assurance of faith as the privilege of God's believing
people, whereby they know their sins are forgiven them for Christ's
sake. I insist, moreover, that though we are justified without our
works or deservings, yet that every true believer will be careful to
maintain good works.
" These are some of the doctrines, my Lord, which I must and will
preach in defiance of the whole world. It is now about twenty years
ago, Dr. John Ryder, being Archbishop of Tuam, that the Bishop of
Clonfert, Dr. Cumberland, the archdeacon, and my curate, went to
Tuam to consult with his Grace, how they might proceed against me,
and the Archbishop, with much candour and good humour, was pleased
to tell me afterwards what had passed. 'Do you know,' said he, ' that
your bishop, your archdeacon, and your own curate, having picked
up some scraps of your sermons, came galloping over to me to know
what they could do to you; and what do you think was my advi~e ~
Said I, " let him alone, for if you bring him to a trial, he will appeal
to the homilies and articles, and since the homilies and articles are as
they are, you can do nothing to him. So let him alone.'"
I am,
My Lord, Your humble servant, WALTER SHIRLEY."
The above speaks for itself, and everyone truly taught of God will
find his delight and satisfaction in this" sound doctrine" in which is
enforced right views of the Trinity: Divine sovereignty, predestination,
electing love, the Covenant of grace, the Atonement, the adoption,
justification and sanctification of every redeemed sinner, God-given
faith and repentance, perseverance, and final glorification with Christ,
his living Head in glory! These doctrines teach us, "that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and
godly, in this present world, looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto Himself, a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

R.
THERE is one blessing the saints never asked for, never wanted,the new birth. After that, speaking generally, the blessings of the
everlasting Gospel are to be sought after.-Mr. J. K. Popham.
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CHRISTIAN PROGRESS.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, ~1.A.,
IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, ON DECEMBER 31sT, 1848.
«Brethren, I count not myself to have app1·ehended,. but this one thin.g
I do,f01yetting those things which are behind, and 1'eaching forth unto
those things which are bef01'e, I press toward the mark for the 1)rizc
of the high calling of God in Ch1'ist Jesus."-PHILIPPIANS iii. 13, 14.

I SHALL very briefly run over the contents of the chapter from which
our text is taken, and which is one of the most striking chapters in
the Bible. In the commencement of it the apostle opens out to us
what the frame of mind and spirit of a Christian man ought to be ;
if he be in conflict, if he be in temptation, if he be under the pressure
of sorrow from outward things, still the command is, "Rejoice in
the Lord alway." The apostle then gives a sketch of what real
Christianity is; speaking to a people who were assaulted by Judaizing
teachers, as were all the early Christian Churches, he says, "'Ye are
the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." What a yiew of
Christian character and Christian doctrine is presented to us in this
verse! A Christian, I mean a man who is taught of the Holy Gho t
is one whose soul is at peace with God, and who, renouncing all selfrighteousness and self-confidence, rejoices in Christ Jesus .
.The apostle then gives us a little sketch of his own former history
as a Jewish Pharisee. He tells us that he had great out'.qnd priyileges; he might have boasted as well as other men, but he pu ~ all
these things aside; he counts them all as loss, utterly contemptible,
compared with the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his
Lord. Having said this, which showed what the spirit \Ta which
animated him upon his Christian course, he seems to anticipate what
we have always to anticipate, and to grapple with, too, the notion
of many, who imagine that a Christian man may just rest in a quie cent
state, under the shadow of some great doctrinal truths which he has
learned. It has been sometimes said to us, If I believed v.-hat vou
believe, I should sit down quietly and do nothing. The apo'stle
seemed to anticipate this, which is not an honest objection and cavil,
and men know it is not; they know that the practice of the men
who hold the truth of God, stamp it as a great falsehood. But anticipating that when a Christian man turns over the charter of his hope,
such an objection would be made, he tells his Philippian brethren
that he was not one who settled down under the shadow of these
doctrinal truths, and rested there, in laziness and indolence, but he
tells them that he had not got all he wanted, that he was a man of
large expectations and of elastic faith; and so he tells them that he
was a traveller, who had an onward course to pursue. And then,
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using language with which they were very familiar, and bringing
before them illustrations which they could well understand, he speaks
of himself and of his Christian course, under the figure of a man who
is running a race; there is a goal to be reached-there is a prize to
be attained; and he says, "This one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus."
Then at the end of the chapter the apostle sets before them what
were the practices, and what was the course of life of men around
them, aye, and professed Christians, too-" Many walk, of whom I
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are
the enemies of the cross of Christ." And he then sets before them
what was his own hope, and what is the hope of all God's people:
" Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the·
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to
the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto
Himself."
Now, brethren, I have selected the 13th and 14th verses of this
most remarkable and striking chapter for our consideration this day.
The Lord has been pleased in His merciful providence to bring us
to the last day of the year, and it has occurred to me that the portion
of the Word which I have read for our text speaks most instructively
to a Christian man, viewing himself as having arrived at that precise
period. I do not mean to say that there is any very 'great importance
to be attached to the 31st of December more than to the 30th, or the
28th, but one has in our day to clear away so much error that I have
thought it well to consider this passage, which seems to me to grapple
with some very wrong notions, and with some very enslaving practices,
nnder the bondage of which men are very apt to bring themselves.
If I were to preach in the popular style in which many of the books.
of the present day are written, I suppose I should address our congregation much in this way: Brethren, the Lord has been pleased to bring
you to the close of another year; this is the time for you to engage
in deep, heart-searching, self-examination. Begin with the 1st of
January last, examine yourselves as to your practices, your ways,
your thoughts; recall to mind all your past ingratitude, your waywardness, your sins of omission and of commission. Look at all
this, and be deeply humbled under the sense of it.
.
Now, if there is one subject which I think has been handled more
injudiciously than another, and if there is one practice which I think
may be more dangerously entered upon than another, it is that which
is called self-examination. There is nothing which I am more afraid
of urging on people than self-examination. It requires to be done
most cautiously. I can tell a man in Scripture language, " Examine
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith." But as to sending a poor sinner
into all the dark cells of the dungeon of his own abominable heart,.
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and telling him to look at all the wretched and vile things which are
in those cells, I could not do it. I believe if I were to do this I should
entangle the man in bondage, and I very much fear that I should be
hindering him instead of helping him.
Now I learn from our text what I am to do; and the use which I
would make of this passage is to show you, in the first place, that
there is here a direct refutation of the slanders and misrepresentations
of men as to the effect of the doctri.nes which God permits us to preach.
We want to show you, in the first place, that the Christian man is one
who is making progress; he is not standing still; he is pursuing his
onward course. We shall endeavour to tell you what we understand
by Christian progress. And then, in the second place, we shall tell
you what it is of importance we should leave behind, and what "We
should reach to, before, in order that we may make progress in our
onward course.
Brethren, we should contradict the Word of God, if we were to say
that a Christian does not make progress in Divine things, and that
he ought to be very well satisfied when he has got certain doctrines
into his head, and when he knows that his soul is safe through the
blood-shedding of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that he stands before
God as a righteous man. What we desire is, that Christian menmen intelligent in the truth of God-men who have been taught by
the Holy Ghost, should take a very forward step in telling the men
of the world, ay, and the Pharisees of the world, too, that the Christian
man looks upon his attainments to be like the attributes of the Lord
-infinite. Now I find this to be so when I look at passages upon
which I cannot now dwell at any length, but which I beg of :ou to
read at your leisure when you go home. In the Epistle to the Ephesian ,
I find the apostle asking that the minds of Christian people might be
much enlightened in the things of God; I find him desiring this a
to knowledge, and as to experience, as to scaling heights, and fatholl1ing depths. In the 3rd of Ephesians I find him saying, "For this
cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of
whom the whole family in heayen and earth is named, that He would
grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God."
Therefore, with such a Scripture in our hands, we say we are slandered
when men charge us with telling our Christian brethren that they are
to be dull and lazy in their course, and low in their expectations.
No such thing is t1"Ue.
Again, some men will say, you are very fond of doctrines and of
experimental subjects; but let us hear something of practice. Well,
practice-2 Peter i. 5. "Add to your faith "-there is the foundation
of all-" Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
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"knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity." So that I find there is progress in a Christian's
course, as to his walk, as to his relative conduct, as to his personal
bearing. If there be one man in our congregation this day, who has
been in the habit of listening to such objections to the doctrines of
the grace of God, when put forth as faithfully as I hope to be enabled
to state them from this place, let him do us the justice to say, when
he leaves this Church, that the spiritual men of the congregationthe only men who can bring forth any fruit unto God-were told that
they were to advance in knowledge, in temperance, in patience, in
godliness, in brotherly kindness, in charity; that they were to look
:up for the Spirit's teaching in order that they might grow in experience,
o.nd that in their practical conduct they might give evidence to all
with whom they have to do, whose they are, and whom they serve.
What, then, are we to understand by those words of the Apostle
Paul, " Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended, but this
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before"? It is quite evident that
lhe felt he was not to stand still; he meant that he had not got all
-that he expected to have. Now the man who tells us in another
place, " Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day"the man who tells us, "I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus
-our Lord "-that man when he said, "I count not myself to have
apprehended," never meant that he was not complete as to his salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. You have often been told from this
place, that the believer in the Lord Jesus is complete in Him, that
the moment a sinner is enabled to lay hold on the record which God
:has given of His Son, he is a saved man, he has the pardon of all his
,sins through the blood of Jesus Christ; he is a righteous man, if that
word be true which speaks of Christ being made of God to His people,
"' wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
He is adopted into the family of God; so the apostle tells us in the
4th of Galatians, and 6th verse, " Because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."
,Such is the standing of a Christian man, and, therefore, we deem it
important to maintain this doctrine in the face of all the half Gospels
that are abroad in the world in the present day. The believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ stands as complete at this moment in Christ, as if
he were in heaven itself; therefore, in this sense, the believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ has apprehended that eternal life of which the Holy
'Ghost is the pledge and earnest to his soul. But in another sem·e
he has not apprehended, and it is in this sense tha,t the Apostle Paul
mere speaks of it.
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Dear brethren, there are in Jesus" unsearchable riches." And that
word" unsearchable," is exceedingly beautiful in the original. It i
as if there were departments in the store-house of the wealth of the
Lord Jesus Christ, where footstep never yet trod, so that we ma:'
open door after door in the cabinet of His treasures; but where is
the man who can say that he has discovered the infinite riches of the
Lord Jesus Christ ~ Now so long as there are in Jesus" unsearchable riches," so long as all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are
hid in Him, so long the believer has something to learn concerning
Him. So long as there are heights and depths in the love of Christ
which passeth knowledge, so long has the Christian to dive deeper,
and to rise higher in the experience of that love. So long as our
Covenant Jehovah has anything to impart out of His own fulness
to His people, so long they have not apprehended all that they are
to apprehend-they have still more to receive from Him. And so
long as the Holy Ghost can bring precious· things out of the fulness
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to satisfy the souls of Goel's people, so long
they have not apprehended all that they are to apprehend. This is
a very precious and a very important truth to the Lord's people.
Now, as the second part of our subject, the practical instruction
that is conveyed in the words of our text, as to the course of a Christian
man; he is to go on-there is more to be attained, and there is more
to be apprehended. And how is the Christian to do this? I cannot,
brethren, follow in the track of those who would send a man to his
own heart in order that he may there discover some mode by which
he may work himself up to a higher state of spiritual attainment. I
would rather take the example that is here given by the Apostle Paul,
and bring it before Christian men. He says, " Forgetting those things
which are behind." Well, the context might perhaps suggest the idea
that he had nothing more to do with his Jewish privileges, or Pharisaic
observances-that he was anxious to get rid of all the entanglements
of the Jewish yoke of bondage; that he was desirous to be clear of
all those" beggarly elements," as he elsewhere calls them, and to ri e
into the glorious liberty of the children of God, when he had found
out the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord. But,
dear brethren, this word was written not only for the Jews and Pharisees
of that day, but for us, also, who are not Jews, who are not Pharisees,
in profession, at least, whatever we may be in practice. May the
Lord do away with the Pharisaism of our hearts! Therefore, I take
it to be a direction as to the bearing and practice of a Christian man;
he is to forget the things which are behind, and he is to reach forth
to the things which are before. There seems to be in this something
which is directly at variance with the practice which has been so much
recommended, and which sends a man to look into his own heart in
order that he may improve himself.
" Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before." It appears to me that there is something very practical in this word. I h~we said what perhaps may have,
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appeared strange to some-that I believe the matter of self-examination may be entered upon most dangerously. And now I shall give
you my reasons for saying this. I wish to make the matter have a
practical bearing upon the Lord's people present. I want to know
if I am to go into that retrospective view of things; if I am to rake
up all my evil practices, and all my past sins, shall I not find very
little to encourage, and very much to discourage? And if I am to
look back to my past history, in order that I may gather up any little
fragment of righteousness which I may discover, I fear I shall be
landed in the region of self-righteousness.
I shall now tell you what I believe is the danger of this retrospective
view. When God has told us, " Their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more"; when God has said, " As far as the east is from
the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us," I believeit to be a very wholesome principle as to the life of a Christian man,
that he is not to bury himself in the dunghill of his past sins, and that
he is not to wallow in the iniquities which must cover his face with
shame. It was a wise remark of a man of as much good common
sense as ever lived, one who read human nature very deeply, I mean
Mr. Cecil, that" you cannot look back without going back." And it
has struck me that what he meant was this, that when we rake up
our past sins and our past transgressions, it is impossible not to act
them over again in thought. I am not now speaking of gross outward
sins, those excrescences on the life, which mark the man to be most
seriously damaged by the fall, but I am speaking of all the corrupt
workings of the sinful heart. And then what is the consequence when
the mind gets into such a train of thought as that? The man is,
perhaps, seriously discouraged, or, perhaps, he is landed in the regioIl
of unbelief.
Again, if he be looking into the chambers of his soul, in order that
he may get a retrospective view of those green spots which he thinks
he can discover, and upon which his eye can rest with satisfaction ;.
if he think that he will look back to some of those gleams of light
which shone upon his path when his soul was basking in the light of
heaven, he is led to contrast with this, it may be his present coldness,
his present deadness, or his want of progress; and he says, as many
a young convert has said, I have not those bright and vivid views of
Divine things which I once had; I have none of those lively feelings
which were once kindled in my breast. Very often the man whose
feelings are so excited is not in the best frame of mind at such a time.
The Bible tells me that there is such a thing as having" a zeal of
God, but not according to knowledge."
Or again, if a man is to look at his past goodness, his amiable
qu&lities, the things that he may have done for the glory of God;.
and if his mind is to rest on these things with complacency, may henot be seeking to assure himself that matters are right between his.
soul and God, because he has done such and such things, and because
he has felt such and such things?
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Now, brethren, it would be a very deep and intricate subject TO
-tell n man how he is to go into the examination of the deep chambers
·of his souL I would rather take up what the apostle here says, " Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
-things which are before" ; as if, leaving all the sins and all the righteousness behind him, he felt that he was a man who had an onward course
-to pursue, and that he ought to be more taken up with the things
which were befo1'e, than with those which were behind.
But he says, " Reaching forth unto tbose things which are before."
And here again, take care of false doctrine. There have been those
who have read this 3rd of Philippians, which is full of bright assurance
-who have told us that St. Paul was pursuing his way in the agony
·of doubt, lest after all he should perish. Brethren, this is false doctrine.
I believe it was because the apostle saw there was no uncertainty in
the matter, that he called it " The prize of the high calling of God in
'Christ Jesus." I understand what calling means, when I read that
verse in the 8th of Romans-" Whom He did predestinate, them He
also called; and whom He called, them He also justified; and
whom He justified, them He also glorified." Such ,,,as the spirit
in which the apostle pursued his course. And ,,,hen he a:s,
.. I press toward the mark," it presents to my mind the eagerness
and the single-mindedness with which he looked forward, in order
that he might clear himself from those things which might hinder
him on his way.
I believe when a Christian man looks around him, as well as when
be looks back, he will find many things to hinder him. I believe tbe
safest way is to keep the eye fixed on Christ; and it does appear 0
me that this pressing forward is the work of a grace of which I fear
that we all know far too little-I mean the grace of hope. Dear
brethren, many of us are exceedingly low in this grace of hope; \Ye
hardly enter into it. Hope is something more than an expectation;
it is an assured expectation; it is a joyous expectation; it is an
expectation of desire; it is the soul grasping the things which God
has given, and which He has pr9mised that He will give. And when
the apostle says, " I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus," it appears to me that he was evidently
looking after the things which God has promised to His people.
You ask, and you ask well, How is this grace of hope not only to
be kept alive, but how is it to be kept in active exercise in the brea.sr ?
I believe that the reason why our hope is often so very languid is
because of our want of knowledge; and for this reason it is, t.hat the
man who knows how to pray, ought to be much in prayer, that the
Holy Ghost would reveal to his soul the great and deep things of
the Lord's Covenant provision. There must be intelligence in Divine
things; there must be a handling of Scripture, as if we knew what
we were about; there must be a telling men that" We know whom we
have believed." And, then, there must be faith. It is the believing
what God has said; it is the taking the bright things whic;:h are before
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-the believer, and which are to be enjoyed by the believer, which causes
the grace of hope to be in lively exercise in the soul. And this faith
.-ought to be the assurance of the truth of God. Do not be entangled
in that system which would tell you that faith is one thing and that
.assurance is another. I know there are two different definitions to
be given to these two words; but at the same time, I say that where
there is faith in the truth of God, there ought to be assurance. I
-cannot believe the men who say they believe the Lord Jesus Christ
,died on the cross to save them, and yet that they a.re not assured of
their salvation; and then they tell me they have faith, but they have
not assurance. Brethren, if God has taught you to see the precious'less of the Lord Jesus Christ, seek that you may have assurance,
-that thus you may walk round about Zion, and tell the towers thereof;
that you may mark well her bulwarks, and consider her palaces;
that you may know something of that strong tower into which the
Tighteous runneth and is safe. Remember our word-AN ONWARD
'COURSE.
Now, brethren, before we close we must remind you that there are
-two courses, and there are two ends presented to us in this chapter
from which our text is taken. Whilst the apostle sets before us the
prize of his own high calling, and the eagerness and effort with which
he pursued his Christian course, he seems for a moment to have a
·dark cloud passing over his mind; it arose from the view of the things
which were around him; he says, " Many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies
·of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose God is their
belly." He meant that they were men who were given to sensual
things, and whose lives were spent according to this principle-" Let
us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die"; but he adds, " Whose glory
is in their shame, who mind earthly things." There is an onward
-course, and there is an end. He says that there were many such
.around him; and I believe they were professed Christians.
Now, is not this a word that must address itself to some who are
present-oNwARD COURSE? Look at your present course; look at
your future course. Who is the man who would dare to say, Let my
-end be destruction? There is not one in this congregation who would
.allow that word to come upon his lip. I do not believe that there
is a man so hardened that he would dare to bring down upon his head
the quick thunderbolts of the Lord's anger. Well, if a man would
not venture to do this, ought he not think that such may be his end?
Oh, if God be pleased to break some hard hearts at this moment,
what a word has been proclaimed in your ears this day! You have
heard the Gospel, you have been told of salvation, full, free, present,
and everlasting, through the Lord Jesus Christ. We do not put you
on your promises of future amendment; we do not tell you to wallow
in your past corruptions for a season, and when you have mourned
.enough, and repented enough, and prayed enough, then, perhaps,
God may receive you, and have mercy on your soul. We have
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proclaimed to you salvation through Jesus Christ, and we pray that
God may break many a hard heart that has been steeled against His
truth to this moment. We pray that He may send His light glancing
into such dark souls; that He may enable them to say, we bless God
for Jesus Christ.
The Christian man is taught of God to look forward to the coming
of the Lord Jesus Christ, "Who shall change our vile body, that it
may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself." Oh,
glorious, precious thought! We may see the days, the weeks, thp
months, the years passing over us, and w.e may say, " None of these
things move me." My pilgrimage may not be long, but at the end of
it I shall be with Jesus. Who amongst us can say that 1 They are
happy men who know intelligently from the Word of God, that if
the Lord were pleased to stop the breath of their nostrils at this moment,
their eternal interests are secure in Christ.
Brethren, we have thought this to be a profitable subject for our
consideration on the last day of the year. Before we separate I would
just remind you that to-morrow, if the Lord will, we hope to come
together in this place for the ninth time at the opening of a new year.
The Lord has, from year to year, made it an interesting season to us.
We pray that He may be with us on the coming occasion also. We
hope to have the sacrament of the Lord's Supper administered; and
we do trust that a goodly number amongst us may come and partake
of that ordinance. We pray that all who shall come may be taught
of God, intelligently to receive it. May we begin the year feeding on
Christ! Of this I am sure, that if we begin the year feeding on
Christ, and if we come to the close of the year still feeding on Christ
all the way, we shall be a very happy and a very fruitful people,
bringing forth those "fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesm;
Christ unto the glory and praise of God."

SERMONETTE.
THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

" Endeavou1'ing to keep the unity of the Spi1'it in the bond of peacc.'·EPHESIANS iv. 3.
THE Word of God teaches us that the Church of Christ, His Body,
is One. "There is one body, and one Spirit" (Eph. iv. 4). "As thl:'
body (the human body) is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ"
(1 Cor. xii. 12). By" Christ" here is meant Christ my'ltical, thewhole body, the Head with the members, Christ in union with His
people-" many members, yet but one body" (verse 20). So too<
(Rom. xii. 4, 5), "For as we have many members in one body, and
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.all members have not the same office, so we, being many, are one
body in Christ, and everyone members one of another."
This unity, in the present ruined condition of "Christendom," is
not a visible unity, but a spiritual. The unity of the true Church,
-the Church of the saved, the one flock of the blood-bought Church
of Christ, is formed by the Holy Spirit and is a spiritual unity-" the
unity of the Spirit." Some Churches desire to effect a visible union.
But such a union would be vain unless it were a union in the truth of
God, made known in His Word, and for this, it is to be feared, there
is but little desire.
The visible unity of the Church of Christ will be manifested when
He shall "present His Church to Himself a glorious Church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but ... holy and without
blemish" (Eph. v. 27).
It cannot be manifested before this, for now Christ, the Head, is
<.tbsent, and multitudes of the members of His Body have died and must
be raised again.
The spiritual unity of the Church on earth has not to be made. It
-exists by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. But it is to be
kept by Christians. "Giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace" (Eph. iv. 3). The context shows how this may
be done. By walking worthily of the calling wherewith we are called:
" With all lowliness and meelcness, with long-suffering, forbearing one
·another ,in love" (verses 1, 2). Love is the great constraining force,
such a love as is so beautifully portrayed in 1 Corinthians xiii.
It is sad that denominationa.l differences so often keep members of
the One Church apart! Non-essential points, such as differences of
Church organization, etc., should be no barrier to Christian love and
fellowship, but the "unity of the Spirit" manifested by all those
who know and love the Lord Jesus Christ as their God and Saviour.
There can be no fellowship with those who are in deadly error, or who
-deny the essential deity of Him Whom Scripture testifies to as " O~t1"
g'reat God and Saviou1' Jesus Oh1'ist" (Titus ii. 13, R.V,).
The bond of the "unity of the Spirit" is "The Peace," The
<lriginal Greek reads-" endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit,
in the bond of the Peace "-the peace which has been made for all
members of the one body, by the precious blood of Christ. ":Making
'peace by the blood of His cross" (Col. i. 20).

CHRIST FOR US-WITH US-IN US,
on the threshold of a new year of grace, 1931, and I earnestly
pray, dear reader, that it may prove, as the days go by, a truly happy
new year'to each one. :May it be a year of specially sweet, God-given
blessings, times of refreshing and renewed assurances from Himself
{)f His Covenant love, and mercy, and faithfulness, times of speaking
to the hearts of His beloved ones, of His great and tender love in
JUST
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Christ, His person, His salvation, and His continual presence. Then~
it will indeed be a happy new year, and we shall find at the close
that :" He was better to me than all my hopes;
He was better than all my fears;
He made a bridge of my broken works,
And a rainbow of my tears.
The billows that guarded my sea-girt path,
But carried my Lord on their crest;
·When I dwell on the days of my wilderness march,
I can lean on His love for the rest."

This entrance into a new year is a pause in life-a pause for looking
backward, looking round, and looking forward. We see nothing but
love, love in His takings and in His givings ; love in His with-holdings
and in His bestowings; love in His whispers and in His triumphant
tones; love in His veilings and in His unfoldings; love always, and
at all times. He changes not.
My times are in Thy hand, the pierced hand that bled for my sins,
the hand that was raised in blessing as He ascended into heaven,
the dear hand that led and healed and gave so much on earth. That
hand holds within its loving grasp the times and the persons and the
provision of all His dear redeemed people. "1 give unto them eternal"
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of My hand." Then, as if to verify and emphasize still more"
He went on to say, " My Father, which gave them me is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. I
and My Father are one."
The Weymouth version of this passage is as follows. "I give them
the life of the ages, and they shall never, never perish, nor shall anyfoe wrest them from My hand. What my Father hath given Me is
more precious than all besides; and no one is able to wrest anything
from My Father's hand. I and the Father are one."
You and I, dear Christ-loved and grace-saved reader, behold byfaith our safe, secure position" in His hand," for keeping, holding,.
guiding, healing.
" A Hand Almighty to defend,
An ear for every call,
An honoured life, a peaceful end
And heaven to crown it all."

And so under this loving holding and safe keeping we may look round
on the troubled seething world, knowing all-all is well with the people
of God. And in this little, little while that remaineth, does it not
behove us to sound His praises to all, and lead, so far as our influence
extends, the thoughts and hearts of the careless as well as the troubled
to " the Friend above all others," the sinner's Friend, the mourner's
Comforter. Maybe there will be a mighty ingathering before He'
comes to gather unto Himself His loved and His own. May we testify
dear reader, testify of Him, and share the joy of many.
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As we go in and out together with Him, holding heart communion.
with Him, may we be enabled by the Holy Spirit's power and guidance
to speak of that which we have known, His continual presence and His.
continual interest in us personally in what may seem smaU things to
the outsider, but are real difficulties to us. "It matters to Him
about you" is very real. He continually listens to us as we bring
our difficulties before Him, yes, and how almost instantaneously He
smoothes all. He loves to be enquired of, He loves to be appealed to.
I remember reading of the late good Lord Shaftesbury that in a
London street he saw a little child looking up at the crowds of passers
by. Presently she saw him and going up to him asked if he would
take her across the street. He said he felt so honoured that out of
the many all round she appealed to him in her distress. Now I think
it is something like our prayers to Him about little things. He loves.
to be appealed to about all our troubles and sorrows, small or great.
The Weymouth translation of "Lo I am with you alway" (St. Matt.
xxviii. 20) is "Remember I am with you always day by day." And if:
we bear this in mind we should feel He is always with us, day by day,
moment by moment. Thus we may continually resort unto Him.
I was talking with a Christian friend recently. We were speaking
of the continual presence and personal interest of our dear Saviour
which we had experienced personally, and he told me he had never
seen the loving sweetness of "Come ye yourselves apart and rest
awhile" as he had seen it that day. John's disciples were sore at
heart, sorrowing for the death so cruelly inflicted on the beloved
John the Baptist. They did what we should do always, they" went
and told Jesus." In Mark vi. 30 we read, " they told Him all things,
both what they had done, and what they had taught. And He said..
unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest
awhile." Then we read that "many knew Him . . . and came
together unto Him." Yes, and He loves us now to tell Him all griefs
and activities, everything that concerns us. My friend was impressed'
with the" Come ye." He with them and they with Him, the union
and communion with them. The way of the world is to say, "Go and
have a rest." "Come with me." -He says, "into a desert place,"
probably meaning a quiet place for rest of mind and body.
Dear reader, walk with Him, talk with Him, tell Him all things
this coming year. And it will be a happy year. He has" many things
to say" to us. FaT us His complete redemption, justification and
union. With us His continual presence all the days and His glory'
hereafter. In us, " I in them," Christ in us the hope of glory.
" I walk by faith not sight,
But God's appointed ways are always best,
And Christ's dear presence makes the darkness light;
And so I rest."
" Your life is hid with Christ in God
Beyond the reach of harm."
NETTIE~
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THOUGHTS ON JOHN 1.

., Many other signs truly did Jesus in the p1'esence of His disciples,
which are not written in this book, but these are written, that ye might
bel1'eve that Jesus is the CMist, the Son of God, and that belie'Ging
ye might have life through His name."-Jom; xx. 30, 3I.
various passages (John xx. 2; xxi. 20, 24) it would appear
that the disciple whom Jesus loved, and who leaned upon the Lord
at the supper immediately before His arrest and crucifixion, was the
John who wrote this Gospel. As the Son of God and Saviour the
Lord loved each one of His disciples, even as He loves everyone of
His redeemed people, but as man He had an especial love for John.
The Holy Spirit selected this " disciple beloved" to write the words
above quoted, which are so particularly tender and impressive.
It is important to bear in mind the concluding statement in this
Gospel, viz., that the Lord Jesus did and said many other things
which are not written down, because a full and complete record would
have required a vast library. Few people take time even as it is to
read God's Word over and over again, therefore it is evident that
still fewer would study God's Word if every speech, discourse, exposiiion and deed of the Lord Jesus had been recorded in full.
vVh?ot, however, the Holy Spirit has done is summarized here. He
has caused to be written a perfectly accurate and all-sufficient epitome
of the teaching of the Lord Jesus in order that men and women may
truly believe" that Jesus is THE Christ, the Son of God," and that
Doming to Him for salvation, " They may have life through His name."
Since the Holy Spirit condescends to reveal to men in these extremely
plain words, the purposes for which the Scriptures are written (see
also 2 Tim. iii. 16; John v. 39) and since He assures men that they
may learn saving truth by a careful study of this Gospel, it behows,
or is necessary, that every thinking person should read, meditate upon
and attend to all that is written in this portion of Holy Writ.
It is a well recognized fact that in the natural world any part of a
material does partake of the nature and substance of the whole. A
part is not the whole, but eacn part is necessary to make the whole
complete. "The Gospel according to John" is not the whole of
Scripture. It is a portion of Scripture. It partakes of the nature of
the whole, and there is sufficient in it to set forth the substance and
purpose of the whole book of God.
Bearing these thoughts in mind may be an assistance in approaching
the very first chapter which opens with the declaration, "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God." Scripture is its own interpreter. Reference must therefore be made to other passages of the Scriptures for light upon this
statement. In Revelation i. 5 is the definite assertion that" Jesus
Christ is the Faithful Witness"; in Revelation iii. 14, He is termed
the" Faithful and true witness," and in Revelation xix. 11 and 13 there
is the further statement that He Who is " called Faithful and True"
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is ·.also "called the Word of God." Thus the proof is secured that
the apostle's inspired commencement of this Gospel is an assertion
that He Who is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Faithful and True Witness,
was with God from the beginning, yea, that He is God. Here then
is a sure and certain starting point" that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God."
The next inspired assertion (verse 3) is that" All things were made
by Him and without Him was not anything made that was made."
This statement and the aS2crtion in verses 1 and 2 are exactly confirmed by the equally inspired declaration in Hebrews i., " God hath
spoken unto us by His Son" (Who is the Word of God) "by Whom
also He made the worlds." It is by the Lord Jesus God has spoken
to men and women since the fall. All God's messages of grace and
mercy are made known to mankind in the Lord Jesus, thus He is
emphatically" the Word of God." The Son of God created all things.
He is therefore God for (Gen. i. 1) " in the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth." The deity of " Jesus Christ the Son of God"
is therefore proved.
" In Him was life and the life was the light of men" (verse 4). This
He confirms for He said, " I am the Bread of Life" (John vi. 35, 58).
" I am the Light of the world" (John viii. 12) and hence it is that He
could say "God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). "Therefore doth
My Father love Me because I lay down My life" for My sheep. "I
have power to lay it down and I have power to take it again" (John x.
15, 17, 18). None but the Son of God can say this. Man can lay down
his life, but man CANNOT take it again.
"He that bl'lieveth on the Son hath everl?sting life, and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth
on him" (John iii. 36).
The spiritual blindness of mankind in general is set forth in verse 7.
God had to send John the Baptist to tell men and women that the
Light shone. They did not know it. It is the same in this day.
Verses 10 and 11 are very solemn." The Son of God taking on Him
human nature (Philip ii. 6, 8) came into the world that He had created,
and the people knew Him not; even the Jews, His own natiom..lity,
would not as a united people receive Him, but verse 12 is in great
contrast to verses 10 and 11. It tells of some who did believe in Him,
who did receive Him, who did come to Him and to all such was given
the glorious and indescribably precious privilege of being adopted
into God's family, they were made sons of God" through faith in Him,
Who loved them and gave Himself for them" (see Gal. ii. 20). This
12th verse is a blessed proof of the statement in chapter xx. 31.
The Lord's teaching concerning the necessity of the new birth,
in His dealing with Nicodemus (John iii. 1-8) is in exact agreement
with the statement in verse 13, and His humanity is as clearly taught
in verse 14 as in Luke i. 35; Heb. ii.14, 17; and in Gal. iv. 4.
3
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In closing these thoughts attention must be drawn to verse 29 for
it seems to contain the whole Gospel in thirteen words: "Behold the
Lamb of God, Who taketh away (or beareth away) the sin of the
world."
In "the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him"
(Rev. i. 1), He makes known that He is "THE LAMB SLAIN FRO~l
THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD" (Rev. xiii. 8) "slain to redeem His
people to God-by His blood-out of every kindred and tongue and
people and nation" (Rev. v. 9).
When John the Baptist preached this Truth some few followed the
Lord and called others to do the same (John i. 36, 37, 40, 41). They
" believed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and believing they
had life through His name."
Thus the first chapter of " the Gospel according to John" sets forth
in brief the substance of the whole twenty-one chapters and a summary
of the whole Bible. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation? " (Heb. ii. 3).
P. 1. B.
COVENANT AND MERCY.
THE Lord came to us, so the evangelist says, " full of grace and truth."
What a filling. He was the manifestation of God. He was God. He
was full of kindness and pity and forbearance with such unlikely souls
as ourselves, who were always wrong and evil, as we are. Re was full
of truth at the same time. His grace or kindness was not tarnished
with equivocal methods. His righteousness was clear as the noonday.
His truth was a kind of eternal and heavenly background for His kindness, or, perhaps the writer of The Song would say they were twins, like
the two pillars of Solomon's throne, one named Strength and .the other
named Beauty. Two other such are mercy and truth, which meet
together in Psalm lxxxv., or the kindness and love of God our Saviour,
or the goodness and severity of God. It may be that we would shrink
less than we do from His severity, in the manifold temptations that
try us, if we considered that it-must be so, if we are to know either
here or hereafter, what the depth of goodness involves. "If only,"
as the phrase has it, we could abandon ourselves and our all to Him,
and in our deep places say, " The cup which my Father giveth me to
drink, shall I not drink it ? " we should find to our souls' confirmation
that as the sufferings abound, so also do the consolations. Amongst
other twos, I thought of this one-" He keepeth Covenant and mercy."
It might be questioned whether Joshua kept mercy (or regarded it
rather) with the Gibeonites. He had promised before God to let them
live, and dared not go back from his word, but he made drudges and
slaves of them. Was it his goodness on the one hand, and his severity
on the other? If the Lord has saved our forfeited lives, have we any
complaint to make about what he sets us to do? One thing appears:
it was Covenant and mercy that made the sun stand still upon Gibeon
and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, while Joshua fought, and the
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Lord fought on bel).alf of the poor things who had as it were stolen a
name and a place with Israel. What an enviable faith they had. No
sooner did they hear of what their former allies intended against them
than they sent to their new strong leader and commander, with the
prayer, " slack not thy hand from thy servants, come up to us quickly
and save us, and help us," and" there was no day like that before it
{lr after."
It has been a mercy to us that the law of the Medes and Persians
altered not. Darius spent all day in trying to find out a means of
escape for his servant Daniel, but it was not to be done. The writing
was signed and that meant Daniel's end. Did it? Darius seems to
have believed that God could work the mercy that he himself could
will only. Once he had heard, no doubt, of the power that forbad fire
to have any effect; and now he commended the innocent victim to
His care Who was able to deliver, and Who did deliver.
Had the wicked Herod ever heard of such power? Yes, and he had
seen it, and had wondered, but he hated the Name that went with it.
He hated and feared the holiness that convicted himself of iniquity,
and he shut John up in prison. But now he was in a wretched dilemma.
He " was sorry" that he had made such a promise as that made to the
daughter of Herodias. But he had sworn as well as just promised, and
dare not let his court think him faithless. He was afraid of them and
was afraid of the wicked girl and her mother. And so, for the sake of
his promise, he abandoned justice and mercy, and sent an executioner
to behead John, seeing no other way open. Could God have made
no way of escape, He Who devises means to bring His banished ones
back again. He being just, yet cau just,ify the unjust? Is there any
condition that can preclude His help, Who needs neither time nor
agent? Darius had been sorry and Nebuchadnezzar furious, but God
was able then, and was able still, to show that Covenant and mercy
were with Him. Herod could have commanded" the most mighty
men in his army" to bind the unresisting prisoner and to bring him in
on a stretcher with his head resting in a charger, and then, without
having denied himself, he could havoe resumed all his auth'ority with
one or another.
But Herod was left to wait for the day when he would call on the mountains to hide him from the face of God and from the wrath of the Lamb.
And John's life was in the hands of God. There was an everlasting
Covenant behind it, ordered in all things and sure, which appointed the
bounds of his life before he came into being. It was not so much
one promise to John himself, that the Lord would be merciful to him,
as an unbreakable appointment for all things in the predestination
of God and Christ. John's life, first and last, was covenanted by the
" Three" Persons in the Trinity. That Covenant must be kept, and
not one jot or tittle could fail. It was mercy that took John out of
prison and so suddenly-to his Home. But it seems to make us sad
yet. John had said, " He must increase, I must decrease." Covenant
mercy to John's disciples sent them to tell Jesus that their master
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was taken from them. HE knew it, and He knew the sorrow of their
hearts. What divine strength and love combined are His Whose
mercy endureth for ever over all His works and in His children's hearts.
It is His ancient determination to do them good, and He spares not His
soul for their crying over the much tribulation through which they enter
the kingdom. He cannot deny Himself. Once have I heard it, yea
twice, that power belongeth unto Goel, also to Him belongeth mere:-'.
He has not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us after our
iniquity, for He covenanted with Christ to this end. And the Lord
promised as He was about to leave His disciples that the Father would
send them another Comforter Who would show them all things, and
teach them of what He had said.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"HE IS FAITHFUL THAT PROMISED."
By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG.
(Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.)
Ye humble saints proclaim abroad
The honours of a faithful God;
How just Rnc1 true are all His ways!
How much above your highest praise!
IN the midst of a cluster of exhortations we find these words, "He
is faithful that promised." A parenthesis! but what a blessed
parenthesis! The grace that is needed to enable us to walk consistently is the Lord's to bestow. He has promised to give all grace,
and He Who has promised is faithful.
The saints of God have a precious possession in the promises of God.
" Whereby," says the Apostle Peter, when writing to those who had.
obtained precious faith, "are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises." These promises, believer, are thy portion-the
notes of YQur Father which He will surely honour. The circumstances of your life may differ, your needs may be various and great,
but in His word will be found the promise which will suit your case.
The Promises of God all centre in Christ. His mediation open
up the way to God; through Him, blessings-blessings which mean
the fulfilment of the promise-flow down to us.
" We bless Thee! Oh, Thou great Amen.
Jehovah's pledge to sinful men,
Confirming all His word·
No promises are doubtful then,
For all are Yea, anc1 all Amen
In Jesus Christ our Lord."
In this short sentence there are two statements.
THE LORD HAS PROMISED.
The promises of the Lord have reference to things temporal and to
things spiritual; they have to do both with the present and the
future.
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'Our gracious Lord speaks to us concerning the common needs of
life. "They that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing"
(Ps. xxxiv. 10). The young lions may lack, but there shall be no lack
to the man who is trusting in God. Your definition of " good" and
God's definition of good may differ. You may desire that which would
be harmful, and in love He will withhold it; but good-you shall not
lack. It is possible to be over-anxious with regard to "what shall
we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal we shall be clothed" ;
but you are not without a Father Who knoweth your need and Who
is' well able to furnish what is necesse.ry; therefore, "seek ye first
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added unto you." The believer has the Divine assurance that
Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure."
The Lord has promised likewise to meet your spiritual1·equirements.
The Lord will give grace. You sing that
H

" Grace led your roving feet
To tread the heavenly road."
You become increasingly conscious of your need of fresh supplies of
=grace, and pray to be upheld day by day. The promise enables you
to approach the throne and plead, " Do as Thou has said," and as that
prayer is answered you continue your song,
" And fresh supplies each hour I meet
While pressing on to God."
Are you brought to a stand and know not what to do, feeling your
need of wisdom that you may not err ~ The promise says, "If any
·of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God." Nor can the believer fail
-and perish at the last, for :' the righteous shall hold on his way."
The Lord will hold his hand saying unto him, " Fear not, I will help
thee."
You are called to bear witness for Him and He says, "Lo, I am
with you alway." You are called to fight and He tells you, "sin
shall not have dominion over you," and when the conflict produces
faintness the promise brings cheer which says, " They that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength."
The promise reaches beyond the bounds of this life. Listen to the
consoling statement which Christ made to His sorrowing disciples,
" Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God: believe also
in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so,
I would have told you, I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto
Myself, that where I am there ye may be also."
The other statement of this sentence is :
THE LORD IS FAITHFUL.

The value of a promise, to a large extent, depends upon who makes
the promise. The promises of some men are of little worth. They
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soon forget or change their mind. But HE can neither forget nor
change His mind. He will not alter the thing which has gone out
of His lips.
Many times the apostles affirmed this truth when writing to the
saints. "Faithful is He which calleth you. Who also will do it"
(1 Thess. v. 24). "The Lord is faithful, Who shall stablish you"
(2 Thess. iii. 3). "He is faithful and just" (1 John i. 9). " He abideth
faithful: He cannot deny Himself" (2 Tim. ii. 13).
The faithfulness of God is exemplified throughout the Scriptures.
The Lord gave a definite promise to Abraham that He would give
the land of Canaan to him and to his seed after him. Centuries passed;
but when the time of the promise drew nigh the people grew and
multiplied, and God sent Moses and delivered Israel, guided them
through the wilderness, and established them in Canaan. During
the time these people journeyed they had proofs of the faithfulness
of God, and ere he leaves them, Joshua, on this ground, could speak
saying, "Ye know in your hearts that not one thin~ hath failed of
all that the Lord spake unto you."
The Apostle Paul could bear his personal testimony to this glorious
truth. In 'writing to Timothy, he says, " At my first answer no man
stood with me. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me and strengthened me."
And is not this the declaration of your own experience ~ You
turn to your Bible and find some places marked-some precious
promises underlined. What does that mean ~ In the crises of your
life you took those promises to the throne of grace and pleaded them.
Afterwards you were able gratefully to acknowledge, "This poor
man cried, and the Lord heard him." Just so, your testimony is,
•
" He is faithful that promised."
Should you not then take encouragement even when circumstance
appear adverse ~
" God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.
Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain j
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
How strange it must have seemed to Abraham that God should
require the offering up of Isaac. But God's promise could not fail
that" In Isaac shall thy seed be called." Abraham went, obedient
to the Lord, to the place appointed, accounting that God could raise
Isaac from the dead. A miracle shall be wrought rather than God's
promise fail.
We may plead His promise in expectancy-" Thou saidst.' That
is enough. When the Lord speaks, the thing is as good as done,.
because HE cannot break His wod.
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THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP.
IDENTIFICATION-DISCRIMINATION-REGENERATION.
THESE are long words, but they are not "show" words. Readers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will at once catch something of the fragrance
and beauty of their meaning. They sum up in a short form something
of the wonderful meaning of our Lord's words about the shepherd
and the sheep in St. John x.
"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,
And they follow Me:
And I give unto them eternal life;
And they shall never perish,!
Neither shall any man pluck them
Out of My Hand.",!
1. IDENTIFICATION.

" "tly sheep," our Lord says, when speaking of those whom the
Father gave Him, and in verse 3, the phrase is "His own sheep."
" My sheep," He calls them. My Father gave Me them. They are
Mine. In a Divine and lovely identification the Shepherd makes
Himself one with His sheep-the Saviour makes Himself one with
His people. For this is the precious and fragrant meaning of that
somewhat cumbrous word. He identifies Himself with His own, i.e.,
He makes Himself one with them, as far as that is possible.
a. He did this in his eternal purpose while He was still with His
Father in the glory. As Second Person in the Undivided Trinity-moving and working in the eternal Covenant of peace. He undertook
(as Dr. Owen puts it) "to do, fulfil, perform, and suffer all things
required in the will and by the wisdom, holiness, righteousness and
authority of God unto the complete salvation of the Church." A
blessed undertaking.
b. He did this when He took to Himself the body prepared for Him,
and was born as a child in the manger at Bethlehem. "Forasmuch
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of the same."
c. He did this when He went about the work of His blessed ministry
in Galilee and Judffia. Are His people ever weary 1 So was He.
Are they ever hungry 1 So was He. Do they thirst 1 So did He.
Have they to suffer 1 So had He. In all things He was made like
unto His brethren, sin excepted.
d. He did this when He offered Himself as the Lamb of God on
Calvary-bearing His people's burdens as their Burden-bearer; and
their sins as their Sin-bearer; and so delivering them from the curse
of the law, and from bondage to Satan.
e. He does this still in the heavenlies, where He appears for His
people and makes their cause His own-" in the discharge of that
eternal and royal priesthood after the order of Melchisedec-an intercession which encounters no obstacles, overcomes no difficulty, meets
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with no counteraction in the perfect spontaneity of its unimpeded
exercise" (Perowne).
Identification-Truly a significant, a precious word. "My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them."

Il. DISCRIMINATION.
To discriminate is to make a difference, and our Lord here makes
a difference between His sheep and all others. "My sheep," He calls
them. Just as in other places Holy Scripture makes differences, so
it is here.
" My people shall never be ashamed." "I will bc their God and
they ~hall be My people."
It does not say" all people "-but " My people." This teaching
is not pleasing to the old nature. "Such differences are wrong, they
are unfair," the old Adam says within us. We are quite certain as to
our own right, to choose in this or that matter, and are angry with
anyone who attempts to dispute it. But when we come up against
the sovereignty of God we say it is unfair. Is it unfair, among ourselves,
for a father to point to his little daughter and say, This is 111:'- child;
there are many daughters in the world, but this one is mine ~
These are the deep things of God. It is lItter presumption and
worse to dare to view them with eyes blinded because of our sin, and
finite in their short sightedness. As the Spirit teaches God's people
they become conscious that here'especially they are standing on the
shore of a vast unfathomable ocean of mystery. Dark clouds may
obscure for us the workings of God's inscrutable wisdom-but behind
and over them and all around us is the blessed sunlight of His everlasting
love.
Not to scorners is the Divine promise of illumination giYen, but
" to this man will I look, even to him that ·is poor and of a contrite spirit
and trembleth at My word."
"Blind unbeJief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain:
God is His own interpreter,
And He ·will make it plain."

Ill.

REGEKERATION.

There was seen to be, in God's mercy and wisdom, a Divine needsbe that identification and discrimination should carry along with them
regeneration for the people of God.
The dictionary defines the word as ., the act of re-creating from a
natural to a spiritual state." "My sheep," says the Saviour, " hear
My voice." How can they hear without life ~ Can the natural man
hear 1 The natural man has neither the wish nor the power to hear.
" Oan these bones live? " asked the prophet in the valley of dead bones.
And a voice answers him from heaven, " Behold, I will cause breath
to enter into you and ye shall live." (No word about evolution here,
at any rate.) I will do it, says God.
So also the Good Shepherd. "My sheep hear My voice, and I know
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them, and they follow Me: and I GIVE unto them eternal life ,. and
they shall never per·ish."
Mr. Huntingdon has a striking message for us about this life in one
-of his sermons (I wish all the Lambeth bishops could have been compelled to read it before they wrote their Encyclical Letter !).
" This life," he says, " whatever it be, is the gift of God and the
-effcct of His secret goodwill and purpose in Christ, as saith the apostle
{Tit. i. 2). That which brings this life nearest to us is the word of
God, or the Gospel preached in the power of it, but Christ, and Christ
.alone, must speak this word home to the heart if it brings life to the
sinner's soul. Men can only speak to the outward ear." How comes
it to pass then that so many, after a splendid show of springing up,
wither, fade, shake off their unripe fruit, came to nothing and perish ~
" For lack of this gift in the soul," says Huntingdon. For" whatsoever GOD doth, it shall be for ever." All convictions that are not
.attended with the quickening influences of the Holy Spirit are sure
to die away; it is life by the Spirit which keeps them alive.
How then may God's people-Christ's sheep-have this blessed
.gift ~ we ask. "I will give it to them," is our Lord's answer. When
-how-where-why-these details are hidden from us until the set
time-but the gift is certain, and the gift is eternal.
" They shall never perish." Do you say this is very strong language ~
Remember Who says it! Whatever the old Adam within us may
think or say, when our Saviour says "NEVER" He always means
what He says. He does not mean" hardly ever."
So we go back to our three long words, and we thank God for the
beauty and fragrance of their meaning. Beside their massive dignity
.and Divine tenderness, how utterly irreverent and unbecoming are
the appeals so often repeated in Christian circles nowadays, that if
we will only let God have His way with us, we may claim (shameful word
here) this or that blessing.
RUFus.
- - _ . _. _._=--='-----

REGENERATION.
", A MAN born blind is not made to'see by making more brilliant the
light. The eye itself must be changed, it must be changed so as to
be competent to the uses of the medium of light. So also the soul
spiritually blind must be quickened to life before it can use the light
.and by it see. Regeneration is not by moral suasion. It is a Divine
work wrought in an instant, upon a sinner hostile to God, who lacks
-the spiritual urge toward becoming godly, who is at enmity with God.
'God may have filled his intellect with one or more truths about Himself.
:He may pour into his mind on the heels of quic~ening many other
truths about Himself and His grace; and the newly awakened soul
may at once begin the living, vital, appropriation of that truth and of
all other truth, which by reason of its quickening it is able better to
take in. But prior to regeneration, it is spiritually dead and morally
unable to save itself."-Prof. Thos. C. Johnson, D.D., Richmond, Ya.
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" THE soul is in its best state when most humbled. Lowliness of mind
and contrition of spirit are the best evidences of the effects of grace
wrought in the soul. The promises are nearly all for the humble,
the lowly, the broken-hearted, the tempted, the tempest-tossed, the
devil-harassed, the afflicted children of God; for the Lord will revive
the humble and the contrite. He will give grace to the lowly, and
feed the hungry with good things."- W. Tiptaft.

The Gospel Ai agazzne

41

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE AHMY AND NAVY.
1'0 the Bdilor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the beginning of another year we would praise
the Lord for His goodness to us during the past year. It has been
our joy to send forth much literature including Bibles and Testaments
to the different garrison towns and naval stations for distribution
about Christmas time. Perhaps never were there so many opportunities for spreading good literature amongst the men as there are
to-day. The opportunities are great and the need for faithful work
tremendous. A missionary writes: "Will you please accept my
sincere thanks ·for the six parcels of literature you kindly sent us.
You may rest assured that we shall circulate carefully and prayerfully." There is a good work going on among the young men leaving
our shores for distant Empire service and many hearts are being
touched. May the Lord richly bless the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the
coming year, should the Lord tarry.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield SI1'eet, 1'otlerdown,
R E. BRIDER.
Bristol, December, 1930.

sm

A. FLEMING AND EVOLUTION.
PUR PORE IN THE UNIVEHSE.

SIR AlIIBROSE FLEMING, F.RS., the scientist and electrical engincer,
who invented the thermionic valve, questioned the theory of evolution
when he spoke at a meeting of the Victoria Institute, Westminster,
last night. "There are powerful and unmistakable indications in
nature of purposive thought and of order and the adaptation of means
to an end which cannot be the result of mere chance," he said. "Nor
can they be the result of impersonal agencies or principles, such as
those included under the term evolution, but must be the product of
a Supreme Intelligence.
" The Biblical teaching of the Divine creation of man has not yet
adequately been improved upon. Unless the accounts of the miracles
of Christ in the four Gospels are pure fiction, we have there the proof
that instant creation by Divine power is possible. . . . That type of
philosophy which assumes the existence of strict determinism in the
inorganic world and seeks for a mechanistic explanation of the phenomena of living matter, is now shown to be fundamentally unscientific
and inconsistent with ascertained physical principles." In human
workmanship beauty never came by chance. It depended essentially on purposive thought. What right had they, then, to deny the
existence of the purposive thought of an eternal mind ~-1'he Times,
Dec. 2, 1930.
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)l)oung jfOIRS' IPage.

THE PREFACE PSALM.
A VERY happy New Year to all my young readers. On this first cla.~'
of 1931 shall we look at the first Psalm, sometimes called the Preface'
Psalm? There are a hundred and fifty Psalms in the Bible, and t.b,·
first of them is like a preface to the whole book of Psalms. You
know what the Preface of a book means. It tells you the purpo e
of the writer, and mentions the topies upon which he writes; so this
'Psalm tells what all the Psalms more or less teach us, though in a
variety of ways, namely, the happy portion of the gcdly, and the
sure destruction of sinners.
Who are the godly mentioned here? We know that Romans iii. 23
-teaches that" All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,"
and the tenth verse of the same chapter says, " There is none righteous,
no, not one." All then by birth belong to the ungodly, but in Romans
v. 6 we read that" Christ died for the ungodly." Now all 'who are
taught by the Holy Spirit that they belong to the ungodly, become
concerned about their souls, and flee for forgiveness to the Lord Jesus
'Christ. "He was exalted to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v. 31). He died to atone for the sins of all who
believe in Him, and His perfect righteousness is reckoned to their
account, so that now they are amongst the righteous-the gcdiy who
are referred to in this Psalm.
The life of a godly young person is strikingly described in this
Psalm. We are first shown what he does not do. (1) He does not
walk with the ungodly; that is, he does not seek their compa.ny.
He would not ask one of them to go with him for a walk. "Can bYO
walk together except they be agreed? " (Amos iii. 3). (2) He doe.
not stand amongst them, talking with them, and trying to see things
from their point of view. (3) He does not settle down amongst the
scorners, those who scoff at si.n and heavenly things. Ol1l~' to·day
a village woman was speaking sadly of her son, a young man of bn>ntytwo, who had got mixed up with bad companions, with whom he
now plays eD,rds for money. She was hoping that he would soon be
-going away to work, that he might get away from bad company.
vVe know, however, that he can easily find ungodly companions elsewhere.
Then we are told what he does. (1) He delights in the "rord of
God. If you are amongst the number, this will lead you to regular
attendance at a place of worship, where you can hear the Gospel
faithfully preached, and where you can join with others of the Lord's
people in prayer and praise. What a joy it is to see young people
attending a faithful ministry, and following with open Bibles the
truths of the Scriptures which are set forth. (2) He meditates on the
Word of God day and night. He thinks about it frequently. Learn
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much of the Scriptures whilst you are young. It is treasure stored
up in the heart for future use, but meditate on it now, and you will·
find great help from the practice. You will remember how the Psalmist
asks a question and answers it in Psalm cxix. 10, " Wherewithal shall
a young man cleanse his way, by taking heed thereto according to
Thy Word." I hope that you each possess a Bible of your own, which
you read and study. You will find it helpful and interesting, for
instance, to look up the references to this Psalm.
The godly person who thus lives is beautifully compared to a tree
bringing forth fruit in his season. On the other hand, the ungodly
are like the chaff which the wind driveth away; and the last verse
tells of their awful doom. May each of my dear young readers be
numbered amongst the godly, through the Lord's great mercy.
E. A. H.

llJttltc£ltant lI3eaCtln.
A DOCTRINAL STATEMENT.
IN t.he year 18r9 there was established a Protestant association caneel
The Evangelical P1'otestant Union. Its secretary was the late Rev..
J. B. Waddington, Vic::!,r of Low Moor, Clitheroe. Prominent amongst
its members were the late James Inskip, of Bristol, the Hon. Carteret
Hill, of Tunbridge Wells, and the Revs. James Ormiston (Bristol),.
G. T. Fox (Durham), E. H. F. Cosens (Tewkesbury), Abraham Haworth,
Charles Marshall and Thomas Dickinson (Manchester), Hely Smith,
(of Ma.rket Rasen), and E. Jump, of Bolton. Archdeacon Taylor, of
Liverpool, also frequently appeared as a speaker at its annual meetings
The late Rev. Dr. Hewlett, too, of Astley, if we remember rightly, was
also a member. We joined the Union ourselves and listened with
much pleasure and profit to the faithful addresses delivered at its
annual gatherings.
.
Alas! the Union is now defunct, but the truths for which it stood
ever endure. We therefore append. the Doctrinal Statement of the
Union.
Would that a larger number of men would take the stand which
these faithful men 'took against doctrinal error, and against ornate,
musical, sensuous, unspiritual, and worldly services.
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT OF THE E.P.U. As EVANGELICAL
PROTESTANTS ;1. We take, and firmly hold, THE BIBLE, the Inspired W01·d of
God alone for our Rule of Faith. (See Article vi. ; 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17 ;
Isa. viii. 20.)
(1.) We believe that it plainly teaches the total depm·vity of man, as.
a fallen and helpless being-" dead in trespasses and sins." (See
Article ix.; Gen. v. 3; vi. 5; Ps. li. 5, 10; Isa. i. 5, 6; vi .. 5; Jer..
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xvii. 9; Ezek. xxxvi. 26; Mark vii. 21, 22; Matt. xviii. 3; John
iii. 3; Eph. ii. 1; Gal. vi. 15.)
(2.) We believe that it sets forth One Only sacrifice for Sin-THE
PERFECT OFFERING OF THE SON OF GOD, "finished" for ever
upon the cross,. and that it is a blasphemous fable and dangerous
deceit to pretend to repeat or continue it. (See Article xxxi.; John
xix. 30; Heb. vii. 27; ix. 25, 26, 28; x.l0-14.)
(3.) We believe and maintain, as holy Scripture teaches, that the
benefits of CHRIST'S merits are received BY FAITH ONLY, and
without any human merit or priestly intervention. Also, that there
is a full, free, present, and everlasting salvation, for all who are led by
the HOLY SPIRIT to trust alone in CHRIST for pardon, righteousness,
and acceptance with GOD. (See Article xi., xvii.; Rom. iii. 20-26 ;
viii. 14; Eph. ii. 8, 9; Isa. lxiv. 6; Acts iv. 12; John v. 24; John
iii. 16; Acts xiii, 38, 39; Rom. vi. 23; Titus iii. 4-7.) Also, that
Holy Scripture teaches that the punishment of those who die unbelieving and impenitent will never end. (Dan. xii. 2; Matt. xxv.
41-46; xxvi. 24; Mark xvi. 16; John iii. 18,36; Rom. vi. 23; 1 John
v. 12; Jude 7; Rev. xx. 10; xiv. 11.)
(4.) We believe and maintain, as Holy Scripture teaches, that it is
the office of the HOLY SPIRIT to quicken the souls of the elect (Eph.
i. 4-7; ii. 1), working in them" repentance toward GOD, and faith
toward our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (Acts xx. 21). Also, that" Godly
sorrow for sin," and a new life, spring from this living faith in the
REDEEMER. (See Articles xii., xiii., xvii.; Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 31;
Zech. xii. 10; John xiv. 15; 2 Cor. v. 17; 1 John iii. 14; Jer. xxxi.
18, 19.) Also, that all who are" the children of GOD by faith in
JESUS CHRIST" form one tt'ue and universal Church, and are thus
united as ONE IN CHRIST their Covenant Head. (Matt. xxiii. 8 ;
John xvii. 20-23; Gal. iii. 26; Eph. i. 22, 23; v. 23.)
.
Il. We reject and protest against the doctrine commonly known as
" Baptismal Regenemtion" (i.e., that all infants are regenerated at
baptism), as a pernicious Romish error; the usual means used by
the HOLY SPIRIT in the new-birth being" .The Wot'd of GOD." (See
Articles x., xvii.; Ps. xix. 7; Isa. Iv. 11; Jer. xxiii. 28, 29; Ezek.
xxxvii. 4-10; John v. 24; vi. 63; xv. 3; xvii. 17; Acts viii. 12,
35-37; Rom. x. 17; 1 Cor. iv. 15; Eph. v. 25, 26; James i. 18;
1 Peter i. 23.)
Ill. We reject and protest against, as a dangerous error, the doctrine that CHRIST is present in, or received with, the elements of Bread
and Wine in the LORD'S SUPPER, in which we "show the LORD'S
death, till He come" (Hosea viii. 6; Acts xx. 7; 1 Cor. xi. 23-26).
Holy Scripture teaches that the LORD JESUS CHRIST is ever with His
believing people (Matt. xviii. 20; xxviii. 20); being graciously mani. fested to their souls by the HOLY SPIRIT, so that they may at all times
feed on Him in their hearts by faith with thanksgiving. (See Articles
xxviii., xxix., xxxi.; also, Declaration at the end of the Communion
Service, and Rubric beginning, "But if a man," etc., in the Communion
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of the Sick. John vi. 35, 40, 47-58; xiv. 16-26; xv. 14; xvii. 23;
Rom. viii. 10, 11; 1 Cor. vi. 19; 2 Cor. xiii. 5; Gal. ii. 20; Eph. iii.
16-19; Col. i. 27; Rev. iii. 20; Sol. Song v. 2-8.)

OUR MOTTO:
"WATCH YE, STAND FAST IN THE FAITH, QUIT YOU
LIKE MEN, BE STRONG" (1 COR. xvi. 13).
" My beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58).

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE close of one year and the opening of another suggests the thought:
" Hitherto hath the Lord helped "-" Henceforth will not we fear."
It is also a fitting opportunity to give practical expressions of gratitude
for the many blessings enjoyed through the past year. The Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society affords an opportunity for this, and the
Committee will be glad to receive such thanksgiving offerings on behalf
of the aged and poor friends who are the Lord's people.
The Society has lost two valuable helpers-Mrs. James Jones, of
Bickley (daughter of the late Rev. Henry Hall, of Clapham), and
Miss Hazelton (daughter of the late Secretary).
Successful Sales of Work have been held during the month at
Hastings, Cranbrook, Hawkhurst, Horley, and Croydon, and the
Committee heartily thank all the friends who in any way by contribution or service have assisted in producing such good results.
At present there are 1070 pilgrims on our pensioners' list who look
to the Lord to supply their needs in part through the Aged Pilgrims'
·Friend Society.

ilteb tettHi anb jtotfefs of 130oks.
"NEVERTHELESS AFTERW;\.RD." By Mr. WaIter Brooke. Pp. 272.
Price, 4s. 6d. Postage 6d. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd.,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, KCA.)
The title of this book is taken from the Epistle to the Hebrews
where we read, " No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous,
but grevious: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits
of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby."
Mr. Brooke has passed through a long period of chastening. A
nervous breakdown accompanied by much darkness of soul and despondency of spirit lasted for about six years (1921-27). During this
time he was shut off from preaching the Gospel of God's grace. At
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length, however, deliverance and restoration came in a remarkable
manner, and he is now again engaged in proclaiming the precious
truths of the Gospel. Seventeen pages of this volume are occupied
in recording his trying and prolonged experience, and all who kr.o"him will no doubt thank God for his restoration.
The bulk of this volume is occupied with twenty-seven sermons
preached by Mr. Brooke, at Tadworth, Leatherhead, Croydon and
Guildford. Seventeen of these have been preached since his recovery.
We have read the first sixteen of these sermons with much interest.
They do not pretend to be full, exhaustive and logical expositions of
some of the great doctrines of God's word. Nevertheless, a large
number will read them with profit. The great doctrines of grace are
incidentally referred to and briefly set forth. The sermons may be
described as conversational in style, and practical and experimental
in character. Scripture is frequently quoted and also many hymns_
Mr. WaIter Brooke was for many years the Pastor at West Street
Chapel, Croydon, and a very good photograph of him appears as a
frontispiece to this volume. Invalids and others who are shut off
from a faithful ministry will find these sermons helpful for reading
on the Lord's Day.
THE

OLD

ORTHODOX

FAITH

SUPERIOR

TO

MODERN

OPL'HOXS.

Pp. 136. Price, Is. (Sovereign Grace Union, 98, Camberwell
Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This volume contains the sermon, papers, and speeches given at
the Sixteenth Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union, held
in May, 1930, in Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London. Eighteen
sermons, or addresses were delivered and papers read. We haveread fifteen of them.
Necessarily they vary in merit. Perhaps the outstanding features
of the Conference were the sermon on Romans viii. 28, by Professor'
J. R. Mackay, M.A., D.D., of Edinburgh, and the paper which he
subsequently read on " The D,octrine of Holy Sm·ipt'U1·e." We llla~
also specially mention the paper on " The Doctrine of the Person of the
Son," by Pastor J. Willoughby, M.A. This is a very able setting
forth of this important doctrine. Amongst others taking part in
this Conference were the Revs. R. H. Talbot, B.D., and Drs. E. C.
Unmack and Leonard Atherton, B.D., and Pastors C. Breed, F. H.
Wright, H. E. Carr, J. G. Stone, W. Croft, and lVIessrs. P. ,rakeley
and R. Woodfield. We may add that lVIr. Leonard Atherton's paper
on " The Doctrine of Man" will be found helpful to those who are
troubled about the unscriptural doctrine of Evolution. Time and
space prevent a reference to the many other papers, sermons imd:
speeches given in this volume. Vve would, however, remark that
we rejoice that the indefatigable Honorary Secretar~- of the S.G.U.,
who is also Pastor at Grove Chapel, is again able to preach after 3!
long period of bodily weakness.

