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BROUGHT HITHERTO.
" Then went King David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said,
Who am I, 0 LORD GOD? and what is my house, that Thou hast
brought me hitherto? "-II SAMUEL vii. 18.

DAVID, the King of Israel, was the speaker of these words. He
had drawn near to the tent (verse 2) where the ark of GOD was,
and where therefore the presence of GOD was specially manifested.
There the LORD dwelt between the Cherubim. The LORD had
just reminded him, through Nathan the prophet, of His past
mercies (verses 8 and 9). He had also assured him of great mercies
yet to come (verses 12-16). This reminder, and these assurances,
greatly impressed the heart of David. Looking back on the past
David said, "Thou hast broug~t me hitherto." Looking forward
to the future he said, "Thou hast spoken also of Thy servant's
house for a great while to come" (verse 19). Then, contemplating
the past mercies bestowed, and the future mercies yet to be
experienced, he felt humbled to the dust before the LORD, and
said, " Who am I, 0 LORD GOD? and what is my house, that
Thou hast brought me hitherto? "
In like manner, dear believing readers, we who are permitted
to see the beginning of another year, stand midway between the
experience of past mercies received, and future mercies promised,
and as we contemplate all the Divine mercies, past, present, and
to come, how can we do otherwise than humble ourselves before
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GOD and say, "Who am I, 0 LORD GOD, that Thou hast brought
me hitherto ~ "
We do well to recall the former manifestations of GOD'S goodness,
and to take comfort from the assurance of future blessings, and
then to realize our utter unworthiness of both. David's words
will help us to meditate on these things.
1. First, let us think of David's acknowledgment 01 GOD'S past
mercies.
He says, "Thou hast brought me hitherto."
David was one of the LORD'S chosen and beloved people. He
could call the promised Redeemer "My LORD" (Ps. ex. 1).
He could say of JEHOVAH, He is " my SHEPHERD." He wa one
of the sheep given to "the great SHEPHERD," one of the sheep
for whom "the good SHEPHERD" would lay down His life, one
of the sheep whom the SHEPHERD leads in the paths of righteousness, whom He comforts and feeds, and who was destined to dwell
in the heavenly mansions-the FATHER'S house-for ever ( ee
Ps. xxiii. 1-6). He could truly say of JEHOVAH, "Thou hast
brought me hitherto." The LORD had brought him in regard to
spiritual blessings. He had brought him out of the horrible pit
of sin and its penalty. He had set his feet upon" the Rock of
ages." He had established His goings in the narrow way, and
had put a new song into his mouth, even praise unto our GOD (see
Ps. xl. 2, 3).
Besides all these great spiritual blessings the LORD had brought
him in regard to temporal me1·cies.
He had brought him to the throne of Israel. "I took thee
from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My
people, over Israel." David was the youngest in his father s
family, but the LORD chose him before all the house of his father
to be king over Israel for ever. "Among the sons of my father
He liked me to make me king over all Israel" (2 Sam. vii.
1 Chron. xxviii. 4). He owed his exaltation to the Divine choice
and power.
The LORD had delivered him from the malice of Saul. He had
been with him wherever he went, and had " given him rest round
about from all his enemies." He had given him "a great name,
like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth" (2 am.
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vii. 1, 9). David had enjoyed the LORD'S electing love, His
gracious presence, and His delivering and exalting mercies. In
reference therefore to all His mercies, temporal and spiritual, he
says, "Thou hast brought me hitherto." It is Thou alone Who
hast done so. I owe all I am, and all I have, to Thee. Not unto
me, but unto Thee, my Covenant GOD, be all the glory.
How true is all this, dear fellow-believers, of ourselves. GOD
has brought us out of darkness into His marvellous light. He has
delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the
kingdom of His dear SON. We were brought in guilty of manifold
transgressions and mighty sins, but He has redeemed us by the
obedience unto death of His only-begotten and well-beloved SON;
He has justified us freely by His grace; He has forgiven all our
sins; He has said to our souls, "I am thy salvation." We can
never say enough of the immense spiritual blessings wherewith He
hath blessed us in CHRIST JESUS. SufIice it to say that He hath
loved us with an everlasting love, chosen us in CHRIST, redeemed
us by the blood of CHRIST, regenerated us by His SPIRIT, kept us
by His power, led us by His providence, and saved us by His
grace. Added to these spiritual blessings, He has blessed us more
or less with temporal mercies. He has clothed us, and fed us, and
preserved us up to this day. He has indeed brought us hitherto.
We owe everything to Him, and we are constrained to say, "To
Him be the glory."
2. Secondly, think of David's assurance of future blessings.
After acknowledging what GOD had done, David goes on to say,
" And this was yet a small thing in Thy sight, 0 LORD GOD; but
Thou hast spoken also of Thy servant's house for a great while to
come. And is this the manner of man, 0 LORD GOD ~ " (verse 19).
The LORD had promised that David's house and his kingdom
should be established for ever (see verse 16). Saul's throne was
temporary, David's was to be perpetual. The perpetuity of
David's throne would be brought about by David's LORD taking
to Himself His great power, and reigning. The promise to David
was a promise to "raise up CHRIST to sit on His throne" (Ps.
cxxxii. 11; Acts ii. 30). He was to sit on the throne of His
father David, and to reign over the house of Jacob for ever. "Of
His kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke i. 32, 33). Thus,
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great and special promises were given to David in regard to his
house and kingdom in the future. These promises, David fully
believed, and he praised GOD for them.
GOD has also given to us " exceeding great and precious promises "
which relate to the future.
There are promises of the Divine presence at all times, promises
of the putting forth of Divine power on behalf of His people,
promises to provide for our wants and to direct our steps, and
promises finally to bring us to glory.
For such promises let us praise His name and go forward with
courage and confidence into the new year.
" Brought safely by His hand thus far,
Why wilt thou now give place to fear?
How canst thou want if He provide,
Or lose thy way with such a Guide?
" He Who has helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through;
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
(John Newton.)

The late Miss F. R. Havergal says:
" Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
GOD is all-sufficient for the coming year."
3. Thirdly, think of David's humble confession of unworthine s.

" Who am I," he says, " that Thou hast brought me hitherto ~
There can be no doubt that David had great qualities and gifts.
He is described as " cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man,
and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person'
(1 Sam. xvi. 18). He was clever as a musician, courageous and
valiant in danger, prudent and wise, and comely in appearance.
He had displayed great bravery as a shepherd and as a soldier.
But he says, " Who am I ~" He fully realized that he had nothing
either temporal or spiritual that he did not receive. Sitting before
the LORD he had not a good word to say of himself. He felt
utterly unworthy of all the favour which GOD had shown to him.
Moreover, he not only asked, "Who am I ~" but "What is my
house ~" He confessed not only to personal unworthiness, but
also to family unworthiness. Many people are disposed to boast
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of their family connections. We speak of some who have royal
blood in their veins, and of others who have aristocratic blood
in their veins. Others are spoken of as having gentle blood. They
are said to be gentlefolks. No doubt some in GOD'S providence
are higher in the social scale than others. Yet, after all, it is true
that GOD" hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth" (Acts xvii. 26). However high up
we are socially, we are all sinners, and all are guilty before GOD.
" There is no difference" in respect to the corruption of our nature,
" for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of GOD" (Rom. iii.
22, 23). In vain, therefore, shall we boast before GOD of family
worthiness or family merit. We all need to humble ourselves
before GOD. Like the prodigal we have need to say, "I am no
more worthy to be called thy son." Like the centurion we have
need to say, "I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come under
my roof." Like Jacob we have need to say, " I am not worthy
of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou
hast showed unto Thy servant" (Genesis xxxii. 10).
What a sense of unworthiness possessed the mind of the Apostle
Paul. He said, "I am not meet to be called an apostle," "I am
less than the least of all saints," "I am the chief of sinners."
As we look back upon the mercies of the past year and of the
multitude of mercies experienced in previous years, shall we not
say, "Who am I, 0 LORD GOD, and what is my house, that Thou
hast brought me hitherto ~ "
4. Lastly, think of David's exalted and adon'ng thoughts of GOD.
If we have low thoughts of ourselves, we shall have high
thoughts of GOD. David had -exalted thoughts of GOD'S grace
and sovereignty. He said, "For Thy word's sake, and according
to Thine Own heart, hast Thou done all these great things, to make
Thy servant know them" (2 Sam. vii. 21). According to GOD'S
Own heart and according to His sovereign good pleasure had He
done all these great things to David, and promised more great
things in the future. "Wherefore," David adoringly adds, " Thou
art great, 0 LORD GOD: for there is none like Thee, neither is
there any GOD beside Thee, according to all that we have heard
with our ears" (verse 22). Let us remember that it is "not
according to our works but according to His Own purpose and
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grace" that we are what we are. We owe all our mercies to
" the good pleasure of His will " and "to the praise of the glory
of His grace."
Let us then, dear fellow-believers, go forward into the new year
realizing that the LORD hath indeed been mindful of us in the
past, and that He hath given to us great and precious promises
in regard to the future, and while acknowledging our utter
unworthiness of all His grace, let us encourage ourselves in Him
and cheerfully rely upon His unchanging faithfulness in regard to
the new year upon which we now enter.
"He is faithful that promised." He is "the faithful GOD
which keepeth Covenant and mercy with them that love Him and
keep His commandments" (Deut. vii. 9).
By the recollection of all His past mercies, let us present our
bodies afresh a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Him which
is our reasonable service. Let us seek His grace that we may
serve the LORD our GOD with joyfulness, and with gladn
of
heart, for the abundance of all His mercies (see Deut. xxviii. 47).
In conclusion, we warmly wish all our readers, both at home
and abroad, a very Happy New Year. May we all remember
that" Happy is he that hath the GOD of J acob for his help, who e
hope is in the LORD his GOD" (Ps. cxlvi. 5).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghlon).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

" You may buttress, properly and perfectly buttress, a bulging, weak
wall by using some materials or other; but you cannot buttress the
bulging wall and weak state of a Gospel Church by anything but the
Gospel."-J. K. Popham.
"HOWEVER, you must not mistake St. James's meaning. He doe
affirm, that a single breach of God's law deserves eternal death, a
well as ten thousand; yet he does not say, that small and great
offenders will have equal punishment. No; mighty sinners will be
mightily tormented. Men's future torment will be suited to the
number and greatness of their crimes. Yet moderate offenders can
have small consolation from hence, because the shortest punishmen is
eternal, and the coldest place in hell will prove a hot one."-Joh,~
Berridge.
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"HE GOETH BEFORE."
" When lIe putteth forth His Own sheep, lIe goeth before them, and
the sheep follow lIim: for they know lIis voice."-JoHN x. 4.

IT is a source of unspeakable comfort to the Lord's people that
they are never alone. They may be deprived in large measure of
human companions, but they can never be deprived of the companionship of their Lord and Saviour. "He hath said, I will never
leave thee." Though always invisible to our mortal eyes, He is
always present with His people. All through the new year therefore we may count upon His presence. "When He putteth forth
His Own sheep, He goeth before them." There can be no doubt
that in the opening verses of this tenth chapter of John our Lord
is describing Himself as "the Shepherd of the sheep," and the
thought which we desire to emphasize in regard to His shepherd
care, is that He goeth before the sheep. In Eastern lands the
shepherd always goes first and the sheep follow him. Christ
is here represented, then, as the One Who goeth before His sheep.
1. First, let us notice that lIe goeth before lIis OWN sheep.
He is the rightful Shepherd of the sheep. They all belong to Him.
They are His by gift and His by purchase. Speaking of the sheep,
He says, "My Father . . . gave them Me" (verse 29). Though
given to Him by the Father, however, the Father still holds them
in His hand. They are in the Father's hand, and in the Shepherd's
hand at the same time: for Christ and His Father are one (see
John x. 28-30). The sheep are also His by purchase. The Father
gave them to Him, but they needed to be redeemed from the
bondage and penalty of sin, and Christ in His love and in His pity
redeemed the sheep. He laid down His life for them. He redeemed
them with His precious blood, redeemed them from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for them. It follows that they are not
their own; for they have been" bought with a price" (1 Cor. vi.
19, 20). The sheep are Christ's" Own sheep." They belong to
Him, and to no one else. He alone is their Lord, their Master,
their Shepherd. In contrast to the many thieves and robbers who
preceded Christ the true Shepherd recognizes that He Himself is
the Door into the sheepfold. Christ will recognize none as His
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sheep who climb up some other way, and fail to recognize Him as
the Door, and fail to enter by Him.
Because the sheep are His Own, He knows them, and they know
Him (verse 14). He knows all their names and" He calleth His
Own sheep by name" (verse 3). Many in number though the
sheep are, they are all known to Him. If we are numbered amongst
His sheep, then we are assured that all through the new year He
will go before us.
2. Secondly, He goeth before His SAVED sheep.
He says, "I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall
be saved." We are not manifestly numbered amongst His sheep
until we have entered by the door. Such an entrance implies a
consciousness that, like sheep, we have gone astray, and that we
want to return to the Shepherd from '¥hom we have wandered.
It implies that the Shepherd has gone out after us and has sought
us, and not given up the search until He has found us. Our
entrance by the door implies faith in Him, as the Shepherd \\ho
laid down His life to redeem us. It implies that He, He Himself
has brought us, caused us to hear His voice, and to enter the fold
through Him (see verse 16).
It is therefore His saved sheep whom He goeth before. Tho e
whom He has bought, sought, brought, and saved, are they who
are ever under His gracious care. Before them He goeth. It i
they whom He leadeth in the journey to the heavenly fold. Can
we say, God" hath saved us and called us with an holy calling '~
3. Thirdly, He goeth before His sheep to FEED them.
He says of them, "they shall go in and out, and find pa-sture '
(verse 9).
The sheep need spiritual food. They are "the people of His
pasture, and the sheep of His hand" (Ps. xcv. 7). They can only
find pasture under His guidance. He knows what pasture they
need, and He maketh them to lie down in the green pastures of
His Word. He gives them the appetite for the nourishing food of
His Word. He opens unto them the Scriptures, and opens their
understanding that they may understand them. We need to look
to Him for guidance and teaching when we study His Word. The
unction of His Spirit alone can make His Word profitable and
nourishing to our souls.
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Under His guidance His Word will be unto us the joy and
rejoicing of our hearts.
He goeth before them also to supply their temporal needs. They
can say, " The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want." "There
is no want to them that fear Him." They that seek the Lord shall
not want any good thing."
He is concerned about the bodies as well as the souls of His
sheep. He will see to it that all our temporal needs shall be
supplied.
4. Fourthly, He goeth before His sheep to DEFEND and KEEP them.
He is no hireling shepherd whose own the sheep are not, and who
therefore has no real care for the sheep, and £lees when he sees the
wolf coming, and thus exposes them to peril and danger. He is
"the good Shepherd," Who, going before the sheep, bravely confronts wolves, and other beasts of prey and, rather than allow the
sheep to be devoured, will lay down His Own life for them. This
He did when He redeemed them by His precious blood, and He
still goes before His sheep to protect them from every peril and
danger. Eternally safe and secure are they in His Omnipotent
hand. No weapon formed against them shall prosper. No enemy,
however formidable, can do them any permanent damage. He has
promised that His sheep "shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 28). The sheep may
be tempted, tried, and harassed, but His hand of power will keep
them safe. In front of all His blood-bought sheep He stands to
defend them against all comers; other professed shepherds come
only to steal, and to kill and to destroy. Of these the sheep are
bidden to beware. "Beware," says the good Shepherd, "of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves" (Matt. vii. 15).
Beware of those who would rob you of a plenarily inspired Bible,
and destroy your hopes which are founded on the sure and unerring
Word.
5. Fifthly, He goeth befoTe His sheep to GUIDE them.
One of His sheep once wrote, "He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for His name's sake" (Ps. xxiii. 3). Many are the
difficulties and perplexities which confront the sheep, but the
Shepherd goeth before them to direct their paths. He guides
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by His indwelling Spirit, by the lamp of His Word, and by His
providences. The sheep are always safe in hearing His voice and
following His footsteps.
6. Sixthly, He goeth before His sheep when HE PUTS THEM FORTH.
"When He putteth forth His Own sheep, He goeth before them."
He putteth forth His sheep to face their daily experiences. He
putteth them forth into a new year. He putteth them forth to
the duties and difficulties and testings of their daily lives. He
putteth them forth into new places, new employments, new po itions and sometimes into new and distant countries. He puts
them forth out of their own village, town, or country into lands
far distant and uncivilized, and into lands where they are destitute
of the privileges, temporal and spiritual, which they.have previously
enjoyed. But He always goes before them, wherever He put
them forth. They experience His presence in their daily duties
and temptations. They experience His presence in new po itioDS,
and in new and distant lands. Wherever He puts them forth He
goeth before them, and they can rely on His presence, His power
and His faithfulness. They are following His footsteps when they
go forth under His guidance, and they hear His voice where'\er
they are. He speaks to them by the Word which they have hid
in their hearts, and by the written Word which they carry with
them, and which they ponder and pray over.
7. Lastly, He goeth before them ALWAYS.
He says, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
There is no time therefore when He doth not go before them.
All through this new year He will go before His sheep. Where,er
they are throughout the whole earth He will be there too. He
hath said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Be of good
comfort, then, ye who are" the sheep of His pasture." The Father
hath given you to the Shepherd, and the Shepherd hath bought
you with His blood. You are very precious to Him, unworthy
though you are, black with sin though you are by nature. He
loves you, He cares for you, He goes before you.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Hotlghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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_ilgtim l!Japttf'.
WELLSPRINGS.

" For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of
My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."ISAIAH liv. 10.
WHAT a precious, enriching and encouraging promise wherewith, under
the application of the Holy Spirit, to set out in the New Year! A
momentous year has just closed behind us, one of most solemn import
to all watching Christians as they have seen the sure word of prophecy
so largely fulfilled in these last and perilous days. And it may be
with many a fear and misgiving and feeling of loneliness and weariness
because of "these things," that they cross the threshold of 1932,
wondering what will happen next; but I trust by grace-constraining
desire, that they will leave all the future to the Sovereign hands of
the great Ruler of the universe, Who has been faithful in the past,
and is still the Faithful and True, and in Whom " every promise is
Yea and Amen to the glory of God by us." Let us, therefore, dear
children of God, look up and hear by faith from His throne in the
heavens, the precious promise declared in our text, amid all the shifting
scenes of time and the seething unrest and instability of all things
around us. "For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed;
but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant
of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."
This little word" For" which begins the verse is based upon something which has gone before, and it will be instructive to turn back
to what precedes. Dear Hawker was wont to describe this chapter
as a love-letter of the Divine Bridegroom to His Bride, and truly as
the prophet is inspired to pen these precious promises to the Gentile
Church, we who are inheritors of the like" exceeding great and precious
promises" in Christ Jesus, see how full of love-breathings the verses
are, as coming from the very heart of the Beloved of our souls. Therefore, if we suffer from felt and confessed loneliness, and mourn our
barrenness and outcast condition of soul, we are enjoined to tune our
harps afresh and" Sing and break forth into singing"; for assuredly
with one of old we "shall yet praise Him Who is the health of our
countenance and our God." Then again, if so be we are straitened in
ourselves through soul destitution, the words before us are, " Enlarge
the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine
habitations," for, beloved, you will find there is no straitening but
what we find in ourselves, and there is no restraint with our God.
And then we are encouraged to fear not, with the gracious reason
given Ul, "for thou shalt not be ashamed." And I have thought how
graciously the Lord reiterates this promise, knowing well the fears
of His people. And so He says by the prophet Joel (ii. 26, 27), and
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repeats His word as though to confirm it, " And My people shall never
be ashamed."
These and such-like sweet words confirm the hope, strengthen faith,
and inspire confidence, so that the tried believer is encouraged to
" forget the shame of her youth and not remember the reproach of
her widowhood any more." And why ~ "For thy Maker is thine
husband." And what a Husband I-embracing, binding and keeping
every member of His mystical Body, as He alone is able to do.
And again, to this despised and lonely woman (a woman repre ents
a Church in Scriptural language), He tenderly, compassionately and
yearningly tells how He chides (as chide He must) and how He delight
in returning mercies. "For a small moment have I forsaken thee,
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid My
face from thee for a moment, but with everlasting kindness will I
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer." For a small
moment! That is how He chides, chastens and corrects. Under the
chastening hand we often cry out in the bitterness of our soul, "The
Lord hath forsaken me," forgetting that it is failure on our part to
apprehend Him in His strokes of love, as "the same yesterday and
to-day and for ever." For a small moment seemingly forsaken, bu with
returning and great mercies gathered! And the simile is carried
further to express His changeless, free, inexhaustible love. "In a
little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment, but with everla~tillg
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith thy Redeemer."
The beloved Apostle Paul was taught this gracious truth in lively
exercise, when he said, "Our light affliction (and his was indeed
heavy) which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." Yes, over against that "little
moment" of suffering is the everlasting kindness and mercy of our
Redeemer God! And as though in His Divine compassions He would
come down to our low place and remind His people how He is the
unchangeable One, and therefore they are not consumed, He takes back
their thoughts to His Covenant promise to Noah. "For this i a the
waters of Noah unto Me; for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah
should no more go over the earth, so have I sworn that I would no
be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee."
On a calendar selected for a beloved friend for the New Year, I was
~truck with the beautiful picture of its frontispiece, which represented
a rainbow spanning the whole heavens and its arc reaching down
to the very earth, upon which its glorious reflection was seen lighting
and touching up the vegetation and enhancing the beauty of the
verdure and fields upon which it rested, whilst the texts, "He will
ever be mindful of His Covenant" (Ps. cxi. 5), " There was a rainbow
round about His throne" (Rev. iv. 3), made the whole lovely picture
complete. And thus we are brought to our text and have traced how
all of it is based upon the unalterable promises, the unchangeable
faithfulness and the everlasting love of our Jehovah-Jesus, with Whom
is no variableness nor shadow of turning.
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Oh, the mercy of being inheritors of a Covenant salvation, that for
every heir of promise, every child of grace, every redeemed sinner,
there is a sure and certain salvation and the time of its being made
manifest in every elect vessel of mercy decreed, and that all the powers
of earth and hell cannot frustrate the Divine purpose, when the
Maker and Keeper of that blessed Covenant arises on the sinner's
behalf, " not to propose, but call by grace." Sinners call do nothing
to merit an interest in that Covenant. It is sure and certain, ratified
for them and they for it, and they are made to know how it is " all
their salvation and all their desire."
Such trophies of redeeming love does this Covenant make manifest.
I have just been reading with profound interest from an old volume
of The Gospel Standard, kindly lent me by an aged saint, the life of
one such " brand plucked from the burning," and wish I could reproduce it here, but it is far too lengthy an account, and I can only give
the barest outline of the account. Peter Privett was born in the year
1789 of Roman Catholic parents, whom he left when very young, and
wandered about, subjected to every ill and temptation to which our
fallen natures are prone. He had no thoughts Godward, but sometimes a horrible fear of death and its afterwards would overtake him.
After some years he married, had a large family, whom at the death
of his wife he forsook clandestinely and left them on the parish. He
wandered to Kingston, and subsequently obtained work in Richmond
Park, where he was employed for seven years; and although living
a reprobate life, his dissolute habits were overlooked and he was
regularly paid by his employers, which in after years he used to speak
of as a signal mercy. Suddenly one day, while at work alone in a
plantation, an awful fear possessed him; the arrow of conviction
entered his heart and he saw himself to be a black sinner in the sight
of a holy God, and deserving only of hell. He was tempted to take
his life; but mercy stopped him, and" Where have I been 1" he
exclaimed to himself as old things began to pass away and all things
became new. He tried to be religious and joined first the Church and
next the Wesleyans, but when a lapse into sin again and again came, he
was learning the lesson that he could not stand unless upheld by
Almighty power. The words were solemnly impressed upon him,
" After you have done all, you are an unprofitable servant." Then
followed the terrors of the law with some sorrow for sin, and then
doubts as to whether his religion had any reality in it at all. Up to
this time he had never heard the pure Gospel from any man, but one
day he was led to enter a room at Kingston where a Mr. Page was
proclaiming God's free and sovereign grace to the vilest of sinners.
Peter Privett heard with joyful astonishment as the minister described
his inward travail so minutely, and thought he must have been tmcking
him. But God's set time had come; mercy met the poor sinner,
and grace made him a new man in Christ Jesus. Little by little thc
enemy was cast out, vile sins subdued, temptations of the flesh overcome and at advanced years after much bodily suffering he died
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praising and blessing the mercy that had found him and kept him,
and the God of his salvation.
Does not even this one rehearsal of the following up of All-mighty,
irresistible, overcoming, all-conquering grace encourage us as we think
- that what the Lord in His mercy did for that poor sinner He can do
for others, and for those for whom we plead and travail in birth until
Christ be formed in them. True, they may not be sunk in nor have
passed through such depths of sin, but wherever they are, in whatever
condition they are, Divine Almighty fathomless love can bring them
from the very pit of destruction .
.. For thus the eternal council ran,
Almighty grace arrest that man."

And no redeemed sinner will belittle the sins, nor make light of it
horribleness, but will magnify the almighty, overcoming, all-conquering
grace which has reached his case and brought its own glorious remedy.
And we need to remember that it is not what we are now, but what
we one day shall be, when all His grace has crowned the work. Then
we shall be with Him and like Him to everlasting days.
Dear reader, this promise upon which we have been desiring to
meditate well suits us as a start in the New Year. It reminds us of
His past faithfulness and His sworn promise to be what He has been
all the days. In every step, unseen, unknown, and yet to be trodden
we shall have the Divine support of our God. Let the mountains
depart and the hills be removed, His kindness will never depart,
neither shall the Covenant of His peace be removed. It is Jehovah,
the everlasting God, Who speaks the promise and reminds His people
of His character, even" the Lord that hath mercy upon thee." You,
dear fellow-labourers and readers, have had your sorrows, your trials,
your sufferings, your hedged-up ways, your disappointments, your
humbling lessons during the year now passed. Can you, dare you,
say you were forgotten, slighted or forsaken of your God 1 On the
other hand, did not His mercy tenderly uphold you, His grace prove
sufficient for you, and His precious blood prove to be a cordial antidote to your sinful misgivings and to Satan's arch devices 1 Was not
the promise of our text proved in your grateful experience and all
your" mountains" of difficulties levelled, and all because He had mercy
upon thee 1 Thee! Oh, the wonders and glories of grace! It is past
our comprehension that the high and holy God, Who inhabiteth
eternity, can stoop so low to look upon and care for just such helldeserving sinners as you and I are. And yet He Who is the Faithful
and True says it, and His Word is true from the beginning and know
not a shadow of a change. God's mercy did not change when Adam
by transgression fell; and that mercy met and overtook our misery
and ruin. It is mercy springing from the Fountain Head which meets
your and my case. It is "more than a match for our heart." It
keeps us all the way and will lead us to our heavenly Home. "Heaven
is a prepared place for a prepared people," and the inheritance of His
people is laid up for them and they are kept for it.
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Then there is an allusion here to the day of the end of all thingswhen" the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat," when "heaven and earth shall pasa
away "-but the everlasting Covenant of peace remains. God's word
remains for ever true and He has spoken it, even the Lord that hath
mercy on thee.
Have you not a song to sing, fellow-believer ~ Is not the la.nguage
of your heart, " I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever; with
my mouth will I make known Thy faithfulness" ~ Will you not
desire in the brief remaining days of your life to testify of the lovingkindness of your God and glorify Him in praise Who hath had such
mercy on thee ~ Mountains may depart, hills be removed, the very
heavens roll away as a scroll, but the loving-kindness of the Divine
Covenanter is for ever and shall never pass away.
R.
"THE TERROR IN EUROPE."
FROM a prospectus of a new book bearing the above title, we print
the following extract from the Introduction. It indicates very strikingly whither things are tending. We know nothing of the author
(H. Hessell Tiltman). The book is published by Jarrolds, London,
at 21s. net.
We need to be thankful to God for the liberties we enjoy in England.
How long He will permit us to enjoy them is known only to Him.
The extract reads as follows :" In Europe, over two hundred millions of people are living at this
moment under conditions of tyranny or actual terror, who have either
been refused, or deprived of, the fundamental essentials of personal
freedom which those who believe in liberty regard as the elementary
rights of the human race-freedom of conscience and of press, the
right of assembly and the sacred right of personality.
" In the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Italy, Poland, Hungary
and the minor nations which have imitated the example of those
powers, the two great principles of freedom established in democratic
countries are unknown or have been swept away. These are the
sovereignty of law and the freedom of the courts from political bias
of whatever direction, and the control of public aflairs and policy by
the whole people, acting through their elected representatives. In
their place there exists the Terror-under which arrest and imprisonment without trial, exile and death, have been the fate of tens of
thousands of men and women who dared to criticize the ruling clique.
And the dictators, heady with power and impressed by the transient
triumph of violence, are declaring that the free democracies of Western
Europe must follow their example or sufler national decline as the
price of liberty. 'Fascism or Communism,' say Signor Mussolini's
lieutenants, 'will rule the world-take your choice.' "
2
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,$frmon~ anlJ N{ltl'~ of .sermon~.
SOVEREIGN GRACE.

A.

SERMON PREACJ3:lW ABOUT 70 YEARS AGO IN THE l'ARISH CHURCH,
CHELTENHAM, BY THE LATE REV. FRANCIS CLOSE, M.A.,
VICAR, AFTERWARDS DEAN OF CARLISLE.

, Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among
yourselves. No man can come to Me, except the Father Which hath
sent Me draw him: and I will raise Him up at the last day. It is
written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man ther~fore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto Me."-JoHN vi. 43-45.
THE doctrines taught by our Lord in this passage, and in the context,
are just those which have ever been the most humbling to the pride
of man, and are generally among the laRt which the penitent sinner
embraces, even wllen he is really brought nigh unto God by Jesu'3 Christ.
The effect produced by them upon the Jews, even when enforced by
Him Who" spake never a~ man spake," was to make them murmur
among themselves: and not a lew, even of those who professed to call
themselveR His disciples, were offended by them; and when He
repeated the great fundamental truth, "Therefore said I unto you,
that no man can come unto Me, except it were given unto Him of My
Father"-then it i'3 added, "from that time many of His disciples
went back, and walked no more with Him." They could not bow
down to the sovereign purpose of God's will, nor consent to relinquish
all power of saving themselves, and therefore they deserted the Saviour.
God grant that very different, nay, exactly opposite effects may be
produced on us by the humbling doctrines of our Lord! To the
habitual scorner, or to them who attend on the means of grace and
listen continually to the truth with pride, or with indifference and
neglect, these topics may prove "a savour of death unto death";
but let us approach this subject hungering and thirsting after righteousness, desiring to know the way of God more perfectly. We have
sought, I trust, a blessing in previou'l prayer, and now we wait for
the refreshing dews of the Spirit. We shall not thereiore murmur at
our Saviour's words. We shall not forsake them because they lay low
our pride and self-righteousness, but we shall sit at His feet and listen
to His voice, and glorify His sovereign grace, and adore the awful
purpose of His will. May that Spirit, without Whose aid we can understand nothing, be present with us on this occasion, and enlighten our
dark mind8 to know the mystery of redemption and to " fill us with all
the fulness of God."
Hear the words of Jesus: "Murmur not among yourselves, No man
can come to Me except the Father Which hath sent Me draw Him, and
I will raise Him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, And
they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard,
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and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto Me." Here we learn :
(1) The utter inability of any man to come to Jesus of himself, in his
own strength. (2) How it is that anyone ever comes to Him. (3)
What He promises to do for those who do so come.
I. The utter inability of any man to come to Jesus of himself, in his own
strength. "No man can come unto Me, except the Father Which hath
sent Me draw him." There are comparatively few people who are
unconscious of this great truth, but I fear that there are many, even
among His professed followers, who do not admit the doctrine of the
text. They think that their sins must be atoned for by the blood of
Christ, and that all who come to Him may be saved by Him; but they
reserve to themselves the credit of so coming. They know salvation
is a free gift, but they fancy they have power of themselves to ask for
it as they please, and they claim the merit of at least so asking. Thus
subtle is the pride of the human heart, and thus reluctant to relinquish
all credit and worthiness in the great work of salvation. To come to
Jesus for salvation is certainly the first step towards attaining it; and
in our text the Saviour teaches us that no man can take that first step
unless the power and the inclination be so previously given him of
God. This may seem a self-evident truth, but I am persuaded that
we do not consider it in its fulness and extent; we do not see how
completely the work of mercy is God's work, and not ours, from first
to last. By nature are we not said to be " dead in trespasses and sins,"
lost sinners at enmity with God, and opposed to all His righteous will ~
And how shall the dead man come to Jesus unless the life-giving power
of the Spirit be first imparted to Him ~ Can the dead rise from their
graves and ask for life ~ Impossible! Equally impossible is it for
any human being to come to Christ, or to seek salvation, or to utter a
prayer, or a wish-to entertain a thought of God, until the Holy Spirit
quickens him. "It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth
nothing." The first desire, impression and serious thought which we
may feel within us is the work and operation of God upon our souls.
Left to ourselves, we should never turn to God, but pursue our lusts,
or our pleasures, or our gains until our dying hour. "No man has
quickened his own soul," no man ever looked to Jesus except it were
given him of the Father; till the best of gifts was imparted he slighted
the Saviour, rejected, scorned Him; and until God by His Holy Spirit
checked him in his erring course, he proceeded frowardly to his own way.
Thus the Saviour declared to His disciples, "Ye have not chosen Me,
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should bring forth
much fruit." "It is God, Who is rich in mercy, Who for His great love
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins mu~t quicken
us together with Christ, and save us by grace," or we shall slumber on
and perish. How else do we account for the multitudes who refuse
all the invitations of the Gospel ~ How often do ministers speak, and
speak in vain! The Church saith "Come," and every individual
Christian saith "Come," the Bible saith "Come," the Voice of God in
providence, and in the whispers of conscience, saith, "Come"; and

18

The Gospel Magazine

men will not hear. And why ~ Because they are blind and dead; and
until the outward call is accompanied by the inward awakening, and
the Spirit saith " Come," no man will listen to our voice; we shall be
likened" unto children sitting in the market place, and saying, We have
piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you,
and ye have not wept." No man will believe our report until the arm
of the Lord is revealed unto bim; no man will arise and go to his
Father, and say, " I have sinned," until his heart is changed by grace:
and he is as unable to change bis own heart as "the Ethiopian to
change his skin, or the leopard his spot,s."
And as at first the unconverted sinner cannot come to Christ except
the Father draw him; so when converted, and made alive from the
dead, no believer can come to Jesus and receive out of His fulness
except as the Father draws him; unless He pours out to him the
Spirit of grace and supplication he cannot pray, he cannot walk with
God, he cannot keep up union and communion with Heaven. All who
have ever prayed indeed, know the difficulty of prayer; all who know
themselves and know what it is to be unmoved or unimpressed by the
presence of God, and how impossible it is for them to soften their own
hard hearts, and pour out their souls before Him. "The Spirit often
is willing, when the flesh is weak," and they are made continually to
experience what helples~ sinners they are, how impossible it is for them
even to think a good thought of themselves and how dependent they
are upon the Spirit of God to enable them to offer one acceptable offering of prayer and praise; surely, "it is not of him that willeth, nor
of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy." Surely there
cannot be one among us who does not set his seal to this truth that
no man living, whether converted or unconverted, believer or unbeliever, can ever come to Jesus Christ acceptably unless the Father
draw, dispose, and incline him by His Holy Spirit.
Let me then proceed to show-H. How it is that any sinner comes to
Christ and is saved. "Jesus therefore answered and said unto them,
Murmur not among yourselves. No man can come to Me, except the
Father, Which hath sent Me draw him. It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto Me." This expression, "to come to Christ," as it implies the first step in the way of
salvation, so it implies the last also. See the man dead in rin and
irreligion, a profane scoffer, or a careless, thoughtless man of the world,
with as little care about a Saviour as one who had never heard that
blessed name. How is a poor child of error and sin to be made a child
of God, and to be brought to Christ? He cannot help himself, be
cannot emancipate himself; be is a willing captive and slave, and all
tbe offers of life and pcace can be made a thousand times to him in
vain. How can this" chief of sinners" be made a believing Christian?
Our Lord's quotation in the text from the prophet Isaiah supplies
the answer: "He must be taught of God." He must hear and learn
of the Father, and then he will come to Jesus. There will be a. new
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existence, a new creature. He alone, Who made the worlds by the
word of His power, can call a Christian into being by the breath of His
Spirit; for to bring life out of death, a clean thing out of an unclean,
and holiness out of sin is a work as impossible to all but God by His
creative Spirit as to form the universe out of chaos, or to raise an
immortal being out of lifeless clay.
This is the great fundamental doctrine of Sovereign grace, and until
we receive it in all its fulness and energy, we shall never have a right,
or comprehensive, or spiritual view of any Divine truth. When Peter
made his confession of faith in Jesus as the Messiah, the Saviour said
unto him, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father Which is in Heaven."
When Lydia heard the Gospel with the hearing ear, and received the
truth in the love of it, we are told, " The Lord opened her heart." She
was taught of God. All who know the truth must be Divinely
instructed-man cannot teach them, they cannot teach themselves, they must be all "taught of God," or they will die in
ignorance and perish in their sins. The Lord Jehovah, by His Spirit,
leads all those whom He has given to His dear Son as His purchased
inheritance, and brings them to Jesus; enables them to see and feel
both their guilt and their salvation, their own misery and the fulness
of their Saviour. Therefore the Church prays in the Song of Solomon
(i. 4), " Draw me; we will run after Thee," and in Hosea xi. 1, the
Lord declares how He dealt in mercy with Israel, and thus affords a
type of His dealings with His chosen people in all ages. "When
Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.
. . . I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms." "Then
I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love." Thus the Lord
imparts life to dead sinners; guides and supports, and teaches them
to walk in His ways, when they are as helpless infants; constrains
them by His love and power, until they grow up in Him to the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. It is thus only that any sinner
can come to Christ. It pleaseth the Father to give him the kingdom,
not for his merit or righteousness, but of His own good will and pleasure,
because He hath a favour unto hiin. In His own good time and way,
and by what means and instruments He chooseth, He softens the hard
heart, teaches the proud sinner the bitter lesson of contrition and
repentance, and when fully taught to abhor himself, He leads him to
Jesus, He opens his eyes to see the glories of the Finished work, and
the troubled spirit finds rest and peace.
Ill. Having considered these two most important declarations of
the Saviour, we proceed, and consider briefly what that particular blessing
is which Ohrist promises in the text to all who thus come to Him by the
guidance of the Holy Spirit of God. "I will raise him up at the last
day." The enlightened Christian dreads no middle stage of SUffering;
no fabled purgatory haunts his imagination in a dying hour. He needs
no expiation but the blood of the Lamb, and no sanctification but the
Holy Spirit of God. Therefore he "holds fast the beginning of his

20

The GosPel Magazine

confidence stedfast unto the end," believing that when his eyes are
shut in death, they are opened in eternal life. In the text the Saviour
assures His people, that even their bodies shall not utterly perish.
Their mortal remains may be scattered over the ends of the earth, the
wild beast of the desert may feed on them, or the vast deep may cover
them; but the day is coming when all that are in the graves shall hear
the voice of the Son of man, and shall come forth; then the sea must
give up her dead; each spirit shall be re-united to its kindred body,
and all must stand before the judgment seat of Christ. But we know
from other portions of Holy Writ that this promise of the Saviour is
intended to convey to the dying Christian an assurance, not only of the
resurrection which is common to all, but of the resurrection to eternal
life; for" the dead in Christ are to rise first," and the saints then living
upon the earth are to be caught up, like Enoch and Elijah, to meet the
Lord in the air; glorified bodies will be imparted to them all: "This
mortality will put on immortality, this corruption shall become incorruption and we shall be changed." As Jesus said to the mourning
sisters, so we may say to every afflicted saint, "thy brother," thy
sister, or thy mother, "shall rise again." Through the grave, and
gate of death, they shall enter into life, and in the general assembly and
Church of the firstborn whose names are written in heaven, you shall
meet to part no more, secure from death, and pain, and mourning, and
all your sorrows shall have an end. Oh! that we all had this confidence
towards God for ourselves! This confidence is attainable, it is promised, and we have now been taught how it is to be attained; we
must come to Jesus, believe in Him, and find Him precious, and then
death, and hell, and Satan shall be leagued against us in vain.
And in applying this subject more closely to all our hearts, I would
observe, that I am fully aware many truths which have been here
stated, are liable to abuse, and open to cavils of men "lacking the
Spirit of God." It may be said: "If these doctrines are true, man
is a mere machine impelled by an irresistible force, destitute of volition,
and consequently incapable of moral responsibility; therefore he has
nothing to do but follow the blind impulse of his own fate, or to wait
for some unaccountable impression from on high, which may alter the
course of his affections, and make him altogether another creature."
To them who would argue thus, we reply, the purest and best principles
may be and are abused; but the guilt rests on those alone who pervert
them. The doctrines of grace are, indeed, hr above the grasp of our
finite reason, and they who would attempt fully to reconcile them, at
once divest them of their Divine and mysterious character. We are
not required to explain, but only fully to " declare all the counsel of
God" as revealed in His Word; and if you will not receive it, we can
bllt ask, " Who art thou that repliest against God?" And as a voice
of warning we would add, that to reason thus, and to resist the doctrine
of grace, is perilous in the highest degree, and calculated to bring down
the judicial word proclaimed on those who wilfully gainsay the word
of life, even an eye that shall not see, an ear that cannot hear, and a
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heart which shall be incapable of understanding. Instead of arguing
and disputing, let us put ourselves in the posture of prayer; let us
seek the grace of God to enlighten our understandings, and let us use
the'means He has graciously provided for us, assured that the Juage
of all the earth will only do what is just and equal, and that none shall
perish who earnestly seek Him. How rich in consolation and instruction is this striking subject to all who have come to God by Christ Jesus.
The work was His, not yours. Glorify His Name, saying, " Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus according
as He ha.th chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, to
the praise and glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted
in the Beloved." And as you adore Him for past mercies, so trust Him
with unshaken confidence for the future; believe that He Who has
begun a good work in you will complete it even to the day of Jesus
Christ. Let the voice of the Good Shepherd dwell upon your ear. "My
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me, and I give
unto them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
pluck them out of My hand. My Father which gave them Me is greater
than all, and none is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand."
These repeated assurances of unchangeable faithfulness and unutterable love, far from encouraging sloth, and inaction, will quicken your
energies and re-animate your exertions. You will "yield yourself"
to God as one" alive from the dead." "They that are in the flesh
cannot please God." The carnal heart cannot love Him, the unconverted soul cannot do Him homage. But you are not in the flesh, but
in the Spirit and, being quickened together with Christ, you will rise
from a death of sin to a life of righteousness. Redeemed, and called,
and sanctified, holiness will be the object of your affectionate pursuit,
and sin will be that of your loathing and abhorrence. Daily will you
be more and more conformed to the image of Him, Who has drawn
you to Himself, until He has made you a companion for the glorified
spirits in Heaven; and then He will mercifully call you away from a
region of sorrow and of sin to repose in His immediate Presence, to rest
from your labours, and to wait in blessed company the full fruition
of His joys on the glorious morn of the Resurrection.
(N.B.-The above Sermon was copied out from an old newspaper
report by a kind correspondent. It was therefore not revised by the
author.-EDIToR.)
"TRUE repentance goes before forgiveness. But you speak as if
repentance was your own work; whereas the Bible says it is the gift
of God (Acts xi. 18; 2 Tim. ii. 25). And Jesus is exalted on high to
give it (Acts v. 31). . . . What your own hands bestow can avail
you nothing, but will need to be repented of. And where God gives
repentance, it is never meant to purchase pardon. For tears pay no
debts. They will not pay your neighbour's; and much less God's,
which are weighty debts indeed."-John Berridge.
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SERMONETTE.

A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR FAITH.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord J ehovah
lasting strength."-IsAIAH xxvi. 4.

~s

ever-

IN the above passage of Scripture we have one of those intimations,
frequently found in the Old Testament, of the doctrine of the Trinity
in Unity, a truth more clearly revealed in the New Testament. For
the literal translation of the original Hebrew is: "Trust ye in Jehovah
for ever; for in Jah Jehovah is an everlasting Rock" (or" the Rock
of Ages" as in the margin of the Authorized Version). There is clearly
here an illusion to the sacred Trinity in Unity and. that as an incentive
to faith in God. The text occurs in a passage which, doubtless, bears
a Dispensational interpretation, but we may apply it (1) To personal
salvation. What a foundation for onr " hope of salvation," when we
consider that it flows from first to last from the love of the Triune
Jehovah! The love of the Father, Who" spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all" (Rom. viii. 32); the love of the Son of
God, Who" loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His blood" (Rev.
i. 5, R.V.); and the love of the Spirit, by Whom" the love of God (i.e.,
God's love to us) is shed abroad in our hearts" (Rom. v. 5). 0 contrite
and, it may be, well-nigh despairing sinner, "Trust ye in the Lord
for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is the Rock of Ages." The Rock
of Ages is the Lord Jesu'l Christ. The figure of a rock is one frequently
used in Holy Scripture. Isaiah wrote (chapter xxxii. 2), " A man
shall be as a hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest;
as rivers of waters in a dry place; as the shadow of a great 1"Ock in a
weary land." This prophecy refers to Christ. So also the Rock in
Horeb, from which, when smitten by the rod of Moses, water gushed
out for the thirsty children of Israel in the wilderness, typified Christ
from Whom, having been smitten to death (Isa. liii. 8), the blessings
of salvation, conveyed by His Spirit, flow for all those who are
spiritually athirst. "That Rock was Christ," that is represented
Christ (1 Cor. x. 4).
The symbol of a rock represents the might of Him Who is our
Saviour. Jehovah said, " I have laid help upon One that is mighty;
I have exalted One chosen out of the people" (Ps. lxxxix. 19). He
is both God and Man, and so, " Able to save them to the uttermost,
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25). He is the "tried stone," the
" precious corner stone," the "sure foundation," of which the Lord
spake by Isaiah, and of whom it is declared, " He that believeth on
Him shall not be confounded" (see Isa. xxviii. 16, and 1 Peter ii. 6).
One of the best known and most loved hymns of the Christian
Church is a suitable prayer for every seeking as well as every believing
soul:
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" Rock of Ages! cleft for me !
Let me hide myself in Thee.
Let the water and the blood,
From thy "ounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Cleanse me from its guilt and power."
(2) We may discern in the text teaching concerning the Covenant of
God in Christ (Gal. iii. 17), which, as before pointed out, reads in the
Hebrew, literally translated, "Trust ye in Jehovah for ever; for in
Jah Jehovah is an everlasting Rock." God had an " eternal purpose
which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Eph. iii. 11). A part
of this purpose is to take out of the nations" a people for His name"
(Acts xv. 14). This purpose Christ came to effect. "Other sheep I
have," He said, "which are not of this fold; them also I must bring,
and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one flock, and one
Shepherd" (John x. 16). These He saved by laying down His life
for them. But He took it again; He rose from the dead, and therefore is Jesus; as it was said: "Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for
He shall save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21; Phil. ii. 8-10).
" In the Lord Jehovah is an everlasting Rock." He has said: "My
salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished"
(!sa. li. 6).
What from Christ that soul shall sever,
Bound by everlasting bands?
Once in Him, in Him for ever;
Thus th' eternal covenant stands.
None shall pluck thee
From the strength of Israel's hands.
(3) We may take the words we are considering to be an exhortation
to the children of God to trust in the Lord at all times, not only when
all goes well with them, but also in times of darkness, difficulty, trial
and distress. "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth
the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness and hath no light?
Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God" (Isa. 1.
10). Difficulties and trials are the lot of all, as the apostle \uites to
the Corinthian s'l.ints: "There hath no temptation (trial) taken you
but such as is common to man; but God is faithful, Who will not
suffer you to be tempted (tried) above that ye are able; but will with
the temptation (trial) also make a way to escape, that ye may be able
to bear it " (1 Cor. x. 13). There is nothing too hard for the Lord.
Moreover, we are assured that " All things work together for good
to them that love God, to them that are called according to His
purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). Some of these things are hard to endure,
but the people of God are told, " If ye endure chastening God dealeth
with you as sons," and though chastening is not "joyous" but
" grievous," as it seems to us, yet" afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby"
(see Heb. xii.).
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Human nature shrinks from trial and from death, but God's grace
is sufficient in the time of trial, as He assured His Apostle St. Paul;
and it has been well said that He gives dying grace for the dying
hour; and a countless number of saints have realized" perfect peace"
in the hour of departure from this life, their minds being stayed upon
the love and power and grace of God, and resting upon the finished
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee"
(Isa.. xxvi. 3).
"His oath, His Covenant, and blood,
Support me in the whelming flood;
When every earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay;
On Christ, the solid rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."

CENSUS RETURNS OF OUR INDIAN EMPIRE.
THE MONTHLY JOURNAL OF THE ZENANA BIBLE AND MEDICAL MISSIO~
for December last contains the record of the recent Census in India.
It is as follows :"The following are the official census statistics for the various
religions as published in the Gazette of India for September 19th, 1931 :Per Cent
1931
1921
Increase
Population
352,986,876
318,942,480
10·6
Hindus
238,330,912
216,734,586
10
Muslims
77,743,928
68,735,233
13·1
Sikhs
4,306,442
3,238,803
33
Christians
5,961,794
4,496,958
32·6
Jains
1,205,235
1,178,596
2
Parsees
106,973
101,778
5
Jews
20,984
21,778
To the foregoing Christian figures are to be added a large number of
Christians in Burma, the Protestants alone numbering probably over
200,000. This means that the Christian figure will be well over six
millions and that the rate of Christian increase will exceed that of all
other faiths. The Christian increase in Bombay Presidency is from
276,765 in 1921 to 317,042 in 1931, an increase of 14·5 per cent."
It is remarkable tha.t the population of India is nearly 353 millions,
and of this immense number only a.bout 6 millions are profesf>ing
Christians. In spite of the large number of missionaries who have
been labouring in India for more than a century tbe total living population who profess to be Christians is only about 6 millions. Even if
all these were genuine believers does it not show that God's purpose
IS not to convert the world, but that He is visiting the Gentiles" to
take out of t"em a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14.-EDITOR.)
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1932. LOOK UP.
WE are just on another borderland of time, leaving 1931 behind with
memories of many mercies, many deliverances, many joys, and many
sorrows. We praise our loving God and Father in Christ .Tesus for
His innumerable gifts and lovingkindnesses known and unknown. We
will, in the language of the well-known hymn, "Praise Him for all that
is past, and trust Him for all that's to come." We know not what
blessings He has prepared for us. He is not unmindful of His own.
And so, dear Christ-loved readers, I do cordially and sincerely and
prayerfully wish each a very happy new year. Fear not! "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." What He has
been He will ever be, "the faithful God." We know not all the pitfalls from which we Mve been saved, how constantly He has guided,
restrained, held up, and loved all the way, when plans were crossed, skies
dim, and clouds gathering, and no brightness was visible. But" the
Sun has been behind the cloud." "Behold, He standeth behind our
wall, He looketh forth at the windows, showing Himself th1'ough the
lattice." The Sun is behind the cloud, chasing away the cloud, and
presently to shine out, and shine upon the darkened path. May 1932
be a happy new year, in every sense of the word" happy." May the
Holy Spirit enable us to be constantly looking up. Don't look down,
don't look around, it is distraction, but look up, it is heartening. For
looking up " we see Jesus." "Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord;
for He shall pluck my feet out of the net" (Ps. xxv. 15). "Thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes." What a glorious sight-His lovingkindness-to be enabled to see it in all His dealings. It is " marvellous
lovingkindness " (Ps. xvii. 7). As we think of what He is, and of what
we are, we see His lovingkindness in every way, in His gifts and in His
withholdings, in His faithfulness, notwithstanding all our fears and
backslidings and wanderings. He abideth faithful. He remembereth
His mercy, it endureth for ever.
Oh! believer, look up, look on, look for. Look up, behold His
face. See Him above everything-the sight will give thee strength
and cheer. "I am not able to look up," said poor David in the depth
of his troubles when he was looking down, and looking around, and
looking off from his Saviour. No strength, No power-" not able."
No, dear soul, if thou, like David, art looking inward instead of
upward, around instead of straight to Him, looking off, instead of
looking unto.
Not able! The enemy hath done this, turning thy gaze downwards,
turning thy sight away from thy Beloved Who beholdeth thee, and is
looking upon thee all the time with tender, yearning gaze. He is
watching the sorrowful conflict. He will only let the enemy go thus
far and no further. He-thine enemy-is chained, his power is limited.
Listen not to him, but say, " I will not listen." Say," I will look off
unto Jesus." Look upon His power. He is able and He will enable
thee, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to look up. "They looked
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unto Him and were lightened." "Hope thou in God, for I shall yet
praise Him for the help of His countenance." Listen, Jehovah
speaks, "Behold Me, Behold Me." "Let me see Thy countenance,"
and in seeing Him" all my soul is satisfied."
Look up, then, dear desponding soul. He is thy God. I have been
reading lately in Deuteronomy, and have been impressed with the
tender expressions throughout: "The Lord thy God." Do note how
very frequently the words occur-" the Lord your God," "the Lord
my God," "tbe Lord our God," but most frequently, "the Lord thy
God." And His loving description of us is, " My people." I press
this point because we so often read these words without seeing in them
the deep significance of His personal love, His personal claim. He
looks upon His whole family in heaven and on earth collectively and
individually. Each one is dear to Him. "I have loved thee with an
everlasting love." "My presence shall go with thee," and our response
is, " I need Thee, precious Jesus." Dr. Hawker expresses the constant
need when he says in his morning portions, "Precious Jesus! grant
me to come as often as I need Tl>ee and, Lord, if Thou wilt grant me
this blessing, I shall never befrom Thee, for I need Thee every moment."
How fully this fits in with His own word of assurance in Isaiah xxvii. 3,
" I the Lord do keep it (His vineyard); I will water it every moment."
"My name from the palms of His Hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His Hea. t it n~mains
In marks of indelible grace."
Just think of it, dear reader: His hands and His heart, thy name, thy
name-on those pierced hands which bled for thee, on His heart, for
He loved thee. It is the Covenant love of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, all engaged on thy behalf. He knows thy walking. He knows
thy desires. He knows thy heart.
With all thy past in review, with thy present life full of His presence
and power, with all thy future in His hands, Oh, believer,
"0 child of God, 0 glory's heir,
How rich a lot is thine."
1932 will display to the loving watcher for Him more and more of
His loving power on thy behalf. We watch the signs of His appearing and the longing heart cries to His heart, " Come, Lord, come."
But whether He tarry--or come quickly, dear believer,
"Your life is hid with Christ in God
Beyond the reach of harm."
You are one with Christ and Christ with you-" He makes your cause
His own." So all is well. Christ with you, and you with Him.
Christ in you, Christ for you, during 1932, andfor ever, no separation.
NETTlE.
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HOW SHALL I KNOW?
WHEN Abraham sent Eliezer to find a wife for Isaac, he seems to have
been quite confident that his servant's mission would prove fruitful.
He understood what the will of the Lord was. His path in that
respect had shone more and more unto the perfect day, since the
night when the horror of great darkness had fallen upon him with
God's answer to his plaint and inquiry as to how he should know
that he would inherit the land. He had no son then, when God
promised that his seed should be in number as the stars, and should
for ever be the possessors of north, south, east, and west of the spot
where he stood communing with his almighty Friend. And now
"the Lord had blessed him in all things," and he set his mind upon
the heirs and successors which had been promised him. He gave his
servant but one command-to go to his own people and bring a wife
for his son: not to find her only, but to bring her. And God made
her willing in the day of His power, so that the oath which the servant
took was honoured-not by his doing the best that he could, and
being thwarted by the unwillingness of the other, but by the Lord's
being with him first and last in His all-ruling dispositions, in His
all-conquering power.
It might be thought from verse 8 of Genesis xxiv. that Abraham
would not have been altogether surprised if Eliezer had returned alone.
Perhaps he would not have been. He could understand what the
will of the Lord was, without being quite sure what His mind was,
or how exactlv it was to be revealed to him. He had remained stedfast
in God's Cov"enant on the mount of sa.s:rifice, although it seemed as
if a new thing, in the resurrection of the dead, must be wrought for
him in the carrying out of that Covenant. He staggered not at the
promise, but he had to wait, and watch, and pray, and hope against
hope that the Lord would fulfil all his petitions, exactly how, to be
known only when they were fulfilled. He said to his servant, " The
Lord before Whom I walk will send His angel with thee and prosper
thy way, and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred." Why
should he have added, if he was so sure: "And if they give thee not
one"? Was it for Eliezer's sake only? Was he not answering the
uncertainty of his own heart? He knew that God's way was perfect,
but he knew too that that way is hid with Him and past finding out
until it is opened up; as his children have known, ever since the
apostle said it that all things will work together for their good. They
believe entirely that they will yet see it and be glad: but perplexities
remain. His footsteps are not known, and prayer, comfort as it is,
still brings no solution. Eliezer, godly man as he was, and with all
the amazing kindness and leading that God comforted him with
at the beginning, still was uncertain whether he would have to turn to
the right hand or to the left. But we know the end, and that neither
of them was disappointed or left destitute. No doubt, afterwards,when
Eliezer thought about it, he would say to himself that he might have
known that the Lord would not have shown him such things at the
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first if He had meant to disappoint him. It is easy to believe afterwards, it is not so easy to believe before. There are times, if the
Spirit of the Lord creates and gives them, that his people know that
they have the petitions which they desire of Him, and need no longer
have a sad countenance, because, in the faith which He gives for the
occasion, they possess the blessing asked for. Few and far between,
perhaps, for prayer may not long take rest here. David rejoiced
once or twice in the holy promise of God, and he in anticipation divided
to himself Sichem, meted out the valley of Succoth, Gilead was his
and Manasses, because God had given him to know that he had but
to wait the time set for their subjection.
There was, in the days of Herod, a certain priest who was righteous
before God, and walked in all His commandments blameless. One
day the angel Gabriel came to him, sent from the presence of God,
and told him in so many words that all his prayers were heard, and
were about to be answered, above what he had ever asked or thought.
When the ministering spirit finished all that he had been sent to say,
Zechariah asked how he could know the truth of the message. But
God was displeased with the question and withheld from Zechariah
the power to say anything else for months to come, because he
believed not the words. Then as the weeks went by no one but the
Lord heard what he had to say, until his lips were unloosed in praise
and thanksgiving. Though we believe not, God abides faithful. It
may be that when Zechariah heard that God was about to do great
things for him, it flashed into his mind that Gideon had been told
the same and had asked for t kens, which were forthwith and lavishly
allowed him. So it was, for the Lord had come to Gideon in his
weakness and fear, in his disconsolations and insignificance, and had
laid upon him a great work of which he had never thought. If we
want Gideon's tokens we must have his perishings and his vast commissions surging together in our souls. If we have been the companions
of Zechariah in prayer and desire and waiting, may we know when the
answer comes, and believe it. Blessed was she that believed that
there should be a performance of the things told her from the Lord.
" Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed."
"Lord, I am Thine, buh Thou wilt prove
My faith, my patience, and my love."

FOLLOWER-ON.
THE NEW ORPHAN HOUSES ON ASHLEY DOWN, BRISTOL.
FOUNDED BY THE LATE GEORGE MULLER IN THE YEAR 1834.
THE Ninety-second Report of what are commonly called "Muller's
Orphanages" has reached us, and we gladly give an extract from its
first chapter. The Report is from the pen of Mr. Alfred E. Green,
the Honorary Director and Treasurer. He writes: "In finance,
though the country, indeed practically.the world, has been passing
through a night of great darkness and much perplexity, of shortage

The Gospel Magazine

29

and want, yet we shew forth God's' faithfulness,' in that during such a
time of universal straitness, we have received in answer to our prayers
an income for the year of £37,316 7s. 3!d., for all objects of the
Institution, and we bow low before our God and praise Him with glad
hearts. Yet large as was this total amount, our expenditure exceeded
it by £6,695 15s. 7d. By the gracious provision of God in the large
balance carried over from last year, we were able not only to make
up for this shortage in income, but to close the year with a balance
in hand for all objects of the Institution, amounting to £17,254 12s. 2d.
" And here, to the glory of God, we record that the total sum of
money received for all purposes of the work since 1898, the year
of Mr. Miiller's death, is one million, two hundred and forty-six
thousand and seventy-five pounds, fifteen shillings and elevenpence
(£1,246,075 15s. Hd.); and the total amount received from the
commencement of the work is two million, seven hundred and three
thousand, two hundred and twenty-eight pounds, fourteen shillings
and fourpence halfpenny (£2,703,228 14s. 4!d.). Are we not justified
in extolling the praises of our faithful God?
" During the year we admitted 66 boys and 47 girls, and the total
numbe~ of children under our care during the year was 970. We
were twenty-one children less in the Homes at the close of the year
than at the beginning, and we continue earnestly to pray that, if it
is the Lord's will, we may be granted the privilege of receiving and
caring for a much larger number of needy orphans. I would again
point out that we have many vacancies for orphans, especially for
girls. We shall be most pleased to hear from any readers who may
know of needy children suitable for admission here.
" In the goodness of God we have during the year been continuing to
carry out the installation of modern baths and wash-basins which Dr.
Bergin desired so much, and upon which he spent such careful thought.
And now, whilst this Report is going to the Press, we are busily engaged
in making preparations for amalgamating our Boys' Schools and improving our urseries. All our boys will be united in one Senior
School, one Junior School, and one Infant School. The two former will
be housed in No. 4 House, and the Infants in No. 2 House. The Junior
School will have a new uniform. The Nursery children will be removed
from No. 4 to a new Nursery at No. 3 House.
" We mention with joy that we are still frequently receiving testimonies of blessing received through the record of the life and work of
the founder of the Institution, Mr. George Miiller, and through the
Reports of the continuance of the work since his time. Such evidences
that God is still honouring this service greatly encourage us. And to
the many, the very many, who by loving letter and earnest prayer and
self-denying gift have helped forward this work we sincerely express
our heartfelt thanks. Concerning our God, again let me say it is ours
with quiet thoughtfulness and glad confidence to 'shew forth Thy
loving-kindness in the morning and Thy faithfulness in the night.'
" , I have declared Thy faithfulness and Thy salvation.'-Ps. xl. 10."

so
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THE LESSON OF LYSTRA.

DURING Paul's first missionary journey, as recorded in Acts xiv., we
find him with Barnabas at Iconium. There they" so spake that a
great multitude believed"; that is, they were so endued with power
from heaven that the Gospel was made effectual. They witnessed
with great fervour.
The preachel'C' then went to Derbe and Lystra. At the latter place
an impotent man was healed, and the excited populace called them
gods, and were hardly restrained from doing sacrifice to them!
" Why do ye these things? " cried Paul. He might have accepted
their homage to the exaltation of himself; but he thought more of
the honour of his royal Master. It is truly lamentable when men
enthrone themselves on the applause of their fellow-worms, and thus
put Christ in the shade.
.
But now, behold a marvellous change. In verse 18 there is an
attempt to worship Paul; and in verse 19 he is stoned! Yes, it is
still thus: to-day, Hosanna! to-morrow a shower of stones. To-day
a garland of roses; to-morrow a crown of thorns. Why should not
the servant share the lot of his Master?
They then" drew him out, supposing he had been dead." Thi
supposition has been made more than once respecting even Christianity,
but it survives the wish. And it is sometimes made concerning God
servants; but let the" supposers " take notice that we are still alive,
and perhaps more lively than before we were stoned. There is great
tenacity of life in men who die daily; and our graves need not be
dug until we are really dead. The ashes of the martyrs made very
fruitful soil here in England.
But" the next day" Paul departed to Derbe. Battered, bruised,
stiff, and sore, yet rejoicing.
And now we have the climax. After preaching at Derbe, "they
returned again to Lystra"! JUdged by man's reason, the extremity
of unwisdom. But Paul knew that there were many converts there
who would need to be confirmed and encouraged; and his fatherly
heart yearned over them. He must at all risk to himself visit his
children in the faith, and exhort them to be steadfast under trial. Let
the record stand in all its beauty: "They returned again to Lystra,
and Iconium, and Antioch, confirming the souls of the disciples, and
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God."
Servant of Christ, bow to the stones! You will be a better preacher
for it on the morrow. How Paul would preach when he "returned
again to Lystra ! "
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE story is told of John Bradford that" on seeing evil-doers taken to
the place of execution, he was wont to exclaim, ' But for the grace of
God, there goes John Bradford.' "-Beckett's Reformation in England.
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JOHN BERRIDGE'S PREACHING.
" AND now, I dealt with my hearers in a very different manner from
what I used to do. I told them very plainly that they were the
children of wrath, and under the curse of God, though they knew it
not; and that none but Jesus Christ could deliver them from that
curse. I told them, if they had ever broken the law of God once in
thought, word, or deed, no future good behaviour could make any
atonement for past miscarriages. For if I keep all God's laws to-day,
this is no amends for breaking them yesterday. If I behave peaceably
to my neighbour to-day, it is no satisfaction for having broken his
head yesterday. So that if once a sinner, nothing but the blood of
Jesus can cleanse me from sin."-Berridge's Works, p. 22.
3
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"AS FOR ME."
THESE three little words occur together several times in the Scriptures,
and always in connection with important statements. You will see
that they a·re very personal. They concern each of my dear young
readers, to whom I send loving greetings for the New Year. May
1932 be marked on your part by a keen desire day by day to know
more of " the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost." This will mean for you not only
a happy new year, but daily experience of the Lord's guidance and
blessing.
The words "As for me" occur in connection with Prayer. The
Psalmist says, " As for me, I will call upon God" (xlv. 16). Whatever
others might do, he was determined to call upon God in prayer. He
had done so many times before, and the Lord had answered hi cry.
" I called upon the Lord, and He heard me." A young lady, whom
I know well, needed some extra money for a special purpose. So she
called upon God, and He heard her and graciously sent special money
for that particular purpose. In writing, I told her how I rejoiced that
this definite answer had been granted. A sweet story reached me
the other day in a booklet from the China Inland Mission. A little
boy three years old lived with his parents in a far-away Mis ion Station
in China. One wintry afternoon he had been having a fine time running up a flight of uncarpeted Rtairs and sliding down time after time.
His mother discovered when putting him to bed at night that he had
worn his little serge knickers so badly that the lining was showing
through two thin patches in the seats. When he saw what had happened, he said he was sorry and that he did not know they would wear
like that. The mother was much touched on hearing him pray that
Jesus would send him another pair, because mummie had to go to the
Bible School, and could not make him new ones. He also asked that
the new pair might have two pockets. The Lord answered the child's
prayer in a striking way, for when the mother went downstairs she
found that a parcel had arrived from England, containing small
garments made by kind friends, and right at the bottom of the pile
was a pair of serge knickers the right size with two pockets! So tell
the Lord about everything that concerns you. Nothing is too small
fOT him to notice.
The words "As for me" are also connected with a holy life.
Joshua said, "As for me, and my house, we will serve the Lord."
Is it your earnest desire to serve the Lord with all your heart, yielding
your whole life to Him to be used how and where He chooses ~ [t
was said of Caleb that he "wholly followed the Lord." Is this true of
you 1 If it is, you will be careful and watchful about books, companions, and pleasures. You will honour the Lord's Day and His
Word by His grace.
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The words occur also with regard to the glorious future which awaits
every child of God when life on earth is finished. It is lovely to read
in Psalm xvii. 15, " As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness:
I shall be satisfied when I awake in His likeness."
"Cbosen noh for good in me,
'¥akened up from wrahh to flee,
Hidden in the Saviour's side,
By the opirit sanctified,
Teach me, Lord, on earth to show,
By my love how much I owe."

E. A. H.
"BE OF GOOD CHEER!"
By THE LATE SAMUEL LEVERMORE.
1. 'FOR THE SINSTRICKEN: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are
forgiven thee" (Matt. ix. 2).
Who shall adequately express the joy of pardon! But here is
infinitely more. Here is relationship also-son; glorious grace 1
2. FOR THE FEARFUL: "Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid"
(Mark vi. 50).
3. FOR THE TRIED: "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world"
(John xvi. 33).
4. FOR THE SERVANT OF CHRIST: "Be of good cheer" (Acts
xxiii. 11).
Thou art not Paul, yet like him you may be sadly misunderstood,
misrepresented, if not cursed, as he was, by the very men who should
have blessed him. Faithful brethren have few friends. Think of
Paul's work in Asia Minor! Think of the seven Churches-then read
2 Timothy i. 15: "All they which are in Asia be tumedawayfrom me."
"All." Just think of it! Then add to that iv. 16, "At my first
answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: . . . notwithstanding the Lord stood with me." The popular, man-pleasing
preacher knows nothing of this, neither has he heard, or ever shall
hear, the" Be of good cheer" reserved by the Almighty Lord for the
very few who" suffer with Him."
5. FOR THE SmpWRECKED AND TEMPEST-TOSSED: "And now I
exhort you to be of good cheer" (Acts xxvii. 22).
When shipwreck engulphs thy fondest hopes and most cherished
ambitions-the Church, the home, the business, the profession, the
mission-to the waiting soul the voice comes. And now-now; just
the very moment of despair-now, when" all hope is taken away," the
Lord's voice through Paul, "Now I exhort you to be of good cheer."
There shall be no loss of any vital interest; everything of God, every
essential good shall be saved. Shall we not then willingly-yea, gladly
-let the old ship of " good fame" or "human ambition" go, and
begin anew in that of "Good Cheer" with the Almighty Lord for
Captain ~

84

The Gospel Magazine

(!!ottfS'ponbenu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We are grateful to the large number of friends who
have sent us parcels of books for the men this Christmas. Bound
volumes have been very plentiful, and these are always eagerly welcomed. A Chaplain writes:
I received your letter this morning.
Many thanks for the parcels of literature you have kindly forwarded,
and for the good spirit which prompted you to make the gift. I always
find books and magazines useful in my work, they enable me to get in
close touch with men." May the Lord richly bless THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE in the coming year.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown, Bristol,
R. E. BRIDER.
December, 1931.
H

tBtouS'tant 113earon.
SOME MISTAKES AS TO SCRIPTURE DOCTRI1TE
AND ORDINANCES, e.g., IS CHRIST NOW OFFERI -G ?
IF SO, WHAT ?-HEB. VIII. 3.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON TAYLOR, D.D., OF LIVERPOOL.
(A paper read by him at the Annual Oonference of the Evangelical
Protestant Union, held in Manchester, October 9th and 10th, 1 95.)
I HAVE been asked to offer some observations on the special que tions
here set forth. In order to do so intelligently I think the best course
will be to state in the first place the erroneous views which are held by
some on the subject. The Church of Rome and her imitators in the
Church of England would reply to the first question-" Is Chri t now
offering" ?-Yes. To the second- What" ?-His Body and Blood.
But for the sake of accuracy let me give you the formal statement of
the doctrine of the Mass as put forth by the Council of Trent, and then
by the Ritualists in the Church of England.
The Oouncil of T1'ent on the Mass.- He therefore, our God and
Lord (e.g. Christ), though He was about to offer Himself once on the
altar of the cross unto God the Father by means of His death, there to
operate an eternal redemption, nevertheless, because that his priesthood
was not to be extinguished by His death, in the last supper, on the night
in which He was betrayed, that He might leave to His own beloved
spouse the Church a visible sacrifice whereby that bloody sacrifice once
to be accomplished on the cross might be represented, and the memory
thereof remain even unto the end of the world, and its salutary virtue
be applied to the remission of those sins which we daily commit, declaring Himself a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedech.
H

H
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" He offered up to God the Father His own body and blood under
the species of bread and wine, and under the symbols of these same
things He delivered His own body and blood to be received by His
apostles, whom He then constituted priests of the New Testament, and
by these words' Do this in commemoration of Me,' He commanded
them and their successors in the priesthood to offer them, even as the
Catholic Church has always held and taught. For having celebrated
the ancient Passover which the multitude of the Children of Israel
immolated in memory of their going out of Egypt, He instituted the
new Passover, to wit Himself, to be immolated under visible signs by
the Church through the ministry of priests, in memory of His own
passage from this world unto the Father, when by the effusion of His
own blood he redeemed us and delivered us from the power of darkness
(Col. i. 13).
" And forasmuch as in this divine sacrifice which is celebrated in the
Mass, that same Christ is contained and immolated in an unbloody
manner, who once offered Himself in a bloody manner on the altar of
the cross; the holy synod teaches that this sacrifice is truly propitiatory,
for the victim is one and the same, the same now offering by the ministry
of priests, who then offered Himself on the Cross, the manner alone
of offering being different. (Session xxii.)
" For the bloody and unbloody victim are not two victims but one
only whose sacrifice is daily renewed in the Eucharist."
By the words" Do this, etc." " He ordained them priests (Sacerdotes)
and commanded that they should immolate and offer His body."
" The priest is also is one and the same, Christ our Lord, for the
ministers who offer sacrifice when they consecrate His body and blood,
act not in their own but in the person of Christ."
"We immolate and offer this most holy victim" (Cat. Council of
Trent, Part 11, chap. iv).
NOTE.-" Immolate-to offer sacrifice, to kill."-(Lat. Dictionary.)
In the Creed of Pope Pius IV, we read thus :" I profess likewise that in the Mass there is offered to God a true,
"proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead."
The Canon of the Council of Trent also, viz. :" That it ought to be offered for the living and the dead, for sins,
pains, satisfaction, and other necessities; and if anyone deny, let him
be anathema."
Also Canon ii." If anyone saith that by these words, Do this for a commemoration
of Me, Christ did not institute His apostles, priests, etc., anathema."
We thus have in the foregoing quotations, which are given in the very
words of the Council of Trent, the complete statement of the extraordinary doctrine of the Roman Mass, viz., that there is a threefold
<>ffering of Christ; first, the night before He suffered, He offered His
Body and Blood to the Father under the species of bread and wine;
secondly, when He literally offered His body and blood on the Cross
the next day; and, thirdly, that which He continually offers by the
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ministry of His priests at their altars on earth; that all their sacrifices
are one and the same; that all are propitiatory; and that while the
priests on earth celebrate the Eucharist in remembrance of Christ,
they do also at the very same moment and in the same action actually
immolate Christ, "daily renew" His sacrifice, and offer His bedy ~
What a mingle mangle, mumble jumble, and bundle of inconsistencies
is here ~ That the sacrifice on the Cross was a bloody one, whilst this
on the altar is an unbloody one; that Christ should be immolated
every day on ten thousand altars in remembrance of Himself! and
that the sacrifice of the Cross should not be repeated but only " renewed " in the Mass-a distinction worthy of the disciples of Loyola,
and reminding one of a statement made by some one that poor General
Gordon was not hemmed in at Khartoum, but only surrounded; and
lastly, that these daily sacrifices and offerings are unbloody and yet
propitiatory, though St. Paul says emphatically, that" without shedding of blood there is no remission of sin."
The Ritualistic doctrine is substantially that of the Romanists. In
a Ritualistic declaration presented some years ago to the Archbishop
of Canterbury, we read as follows :"We believe that as in Heaven Christ our great High Pric t et'er
offers Himself before the eternal Father, pleading by His preEence His
sacrifice of Himself once offered on the Cross, so on earth, in the Holy
Eucharis~hat same Body, once for all sacrificed for us, and that same
Blood, once for all shed for us, sacramentally present, are offered and
pleaded before the Father by the priest, as our Lord ordained to be
done in remembrance of Himself, when He instituted the ble ed
Sacrament of His Body and Blood."
The same doctrine is set forth in that notorious rituali tic book" The Catholic Religion," by Rev. Wm. Staley, and dedicated to Canon
Carter, of Clewer, who wrote a commendatory preface-a book in
which nearly every doctrine of the Church of Rome is taught, though
not always in the same precise words. In it we read"The Holy Eucharist is a feast upon a sacrifice. The body and
blood of Christ are first offered to the Eternal Father, and then partaken
of by the communicants."
" We mean that in the Holy Eucharist we plead before God the One
Sacrifice offered once upon the Cross, even as Christ Himself pre ents
the same offering in Heaven."
" That souls in the intermediate state are benefited by the offering
of the Eucharistic sacrifice."
" Each Mass is but a continual memorial and representation of His
One Sacrifice. The idea condemned is cumulation or repetition, independent of the one and only availing Sacrifice of Calvary."
It will be seen from the above extracts from the Ritualistic Volume
I have mentioned, that they only differ from the Roman doctrine in
want of definiteness and clearness. The doctrine is essentially and
substantially the same in both. Both repudiate the idea of repetition
of Christ's Sacrifice; both maintain its constant offering by the priests,
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whether by " daily renewal," or " continuous memorial and representation even as Christ. presents the same in Heaven."
Now, in reply to both sets of statements, those from the Council of
Trent, and those from Ritualistic sources, it may be said that they are
utterly baseless and groundless-mere arbitrary assertions and assumptions. It is simply untrue that our Lord offered to the Father His
own body and blood under the species of bread and wine the night
before He suffered. Not a shadow of proof is even alleged for such an
absurd statement. Nor did He under the same symbols deliver His
body and blood to the apostles; nor is it true that He now ever offers
Himself in Heaven, or that He also offers Himself at the same time on
earth by the ministry of the priest; or, that He constituted them
priests when He said, " Do this in remembrance of Me." The whole
is a bundle of unfounded, arbitrary, unproved assertions, and we
simply meet them with a direct negative-a flat contradiction. The
only proof given is that" thus the Catholic Church has always held
and taught "-a statement which is equally untrue with the others.
It is a waste of time to undertake seriously the refutation of such wild
and childish statements. We have the record of the institution of the
Lord's Supper plainly set forth for our instruction in the words of the
Gospel, and we are quite as competent to judge what the words mean
as the Divines of the Council of Trent, or their imitators in the Church
of England. Our blessed Lord instituted a simple commemoration of
His dying love under most appropriate and affecting words, actions,
and symbols; not a commemorative sacrifice, but a commemoration
of His sacrifice, and said, "Do this in remembrance of Me." Do
what ?-do what He did! Take bread, it represents my body-break,
eat. Take wine, it represents my blood, and drink. They say it is the
highest act of Christian worship. I bay that in itself it is not an act of
worship at all, but an act of obedience to the Saviour's command. It
may be, and very properly is, accompanied by acts of worship, prayer,
and thanksgiving, but in itself it is just what I have said and nothing
more-an act of obedience.
It is only fair, however, to say that, as far as I am aware, the Roman
Divines do not found their doctrine of the sacrifice of the Mass on any
supposed sacrificial meaning in the Greek word for" do " per se. This
is a poor miserable argument invented by the Ritualists. The Romanists found it on the assumption that our Lord first offered himself as a
sacrifice to God under the species of bread and wine, and that when
He said, "Do this," it necessarily means-do the same thing as He
did-offer Him.
I am inclined to think that the Trent doctors were better Greek
scholars than their Anglican imitators. The Greek word for " Do "
is never taken in a sacrificial sense unless it is joined with a noun or
action denoting sacrifice. Then it may mean sacrifice, as it may mean
anyone of twenty other things, according to the sentence in which it
stands.
But one passage from the Epistle to the Hebrews has been quoted of

late to jmtify the statement that Christ now offers in Heaven. (Heb.
viii. 3) " Wherefore it is of necessity that this man has somewhat also
to offer."
Now this is by no means a necessary conclusion from the statement
even as it stands. The verse simply lays down a general truth that it
was a necessary condition of the priestly office, and therefore of the
priesthood of Christ, that he should have somewhat to offer-and so
He had. What that offering was we are told in Eph. v. 2; Heb. vii. 27 ;
ix. 19-26; x. 12. It was" the sacrifice of Himself," and that sacrifice
and offering was past. (Heb. vii. 27) "This He did once when He
offered Himself." But it does not follow that He must be always
offering. The High Priest did not do so. He only offered the in
offering once a year. At other times his office was burning incen e,
intercession, or blessing the people.
But a more correct translation will cast additional light on this passage. Observe that the substantive verb, " is," is not expressed in the
Greek-it is supplied. We might with equal propriety supply the pa t
tense" was." "It was of necessity that this man have somewhat to
offer." Further, the word translated" to offer" is not in the pre ent
infinitive but the past aorist, a tense of the same verb which occurs e,eral
times in this Epistle, andis always translated in the pa t. Thus Heb. vii.
27, "This He did once when He offered up Himself." Thus also in ix. 14,
" Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,"
the same verb and tense as in viii. 3; so in x. 12. "But this man after
he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever," same tense; also in xi. 4,
" By faith Abel offered," same tense and verb. The passage therefore
may be rendered thus :-" It was of necessity that this man should
have somewhat which he offered, or could offer," and this rendering
is supported by the able scholars Beza and Bengel. What thi " omewhat" was we have already seen in vii. 27, ix. 14-26,-" The sacrifice
of Himself."
But beside this argument, based on a more critical rendering of the
passage, let us turn to the fuller and more explicit statement of the
apostle in the chapters ix. and x. Thus ix. 27, 28, " And as it is
appointed unto men once to die, and after that the judgment, so Chri t
was once offered to bear the sins of many." So v. 26, " Nor yet that
He should offer Him:oelf often, as the high priest, etc." So x. 10, 'By
the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all."
x. 12, " But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God."
x. 14, " For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified."
x. 18, "Now where remission of these (sins) is, there is no more
offering for sin."
In ix. 25, 26, the apostle argues that often offering implies often
suffering. "Nor yet that he should offer himself often, for then must
he have often suffered."

The Gospel Magazine

39

Further proof is unnecessary. It is impossible to demonstrate more
plainly the great doctrine of the one offering, once offered, once for all,
and only once. In fact the oneness of the offering is set forth with a
redundancy and apparent tautology that seems inexplicable unless on
the supposition that the Holy Ghost thus intended to warn the Christian Church against the foreseen error of the Romish Mass.
St. Augustine has a few remarkable sentences on the manifold oneness
which is involved in the offering of Christ. They are worth reproducing.
I give them first in the original Latin for the scholar.
" Unum cum illo manebat cui offerebat,
Unum in se fecit pro quibus offerebat,
Unus ipse erat qui offerebat et quod offerebat."

They may be briefly and popularly rendered thus as giving the senseChrist was
" One with Him to Whom He offered,
One with them for whom He offered,
One with that which He offered."
By some it is held that when our Lord entered into heaven, forty days
after the resurrection, He took with Him His precious blood and
sprinkled it, as it were, on the Throne, and so purified the heavenly
things themselves from the defilement of man's guilt; just as the High
Priest, after he offered the sin-offering at the altar of burnt-offering,
took a bowl of the blood and sprinkled it on the mercy-seat.
I cannot, I confess, hold that view. It would interpose a strange
and abnormal delay between the completion of the sacrifice and the
application of it in the Holy of Holies, i.e., in Heaven itself.
Look at the type. The sprinkling of the blood was simply the last
detail of one continuous transaction; it followed immediately on the
completion of the sacrifice. I do not suppose that more than forty
seconds elapsed between the two actions-not forty days. The high
priest had only to walk some thirty feet from the brazen altar, through
the outer compartment of the Tabernacle, to reach the Ark in the inner
one; in fact, the completion of the sacrifice and the subsequent sprinkling of the blood on the mercy-seat were as nearly as was possible
instantaneous or simultaneous. It could not be more so under the
circumstances. I take it, therefore, that as soon as ever the sacrifice
was completed by the death of the Sacred Victim, by the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ, that moment the precious blood was sprinkled,
as it were, in heaven, i.e., applied by the great High Priest Himself, and
at the same moment accepted by the eternal Father.
The proof of this was in the 1'ent veil. St. Matthew tells us that as
soon as ever Christ gave up the Ghost, " Behold, the veil of the temple
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom" (xxvii. 51), which
indicated the completion and acceptance of the sacrifice, and the
removal of every barrier to free, unrestricted access into the immediate
presence of our now reconciled God and Father.
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And further, I take it, that through that rent veil, as it were, the
human soul of Christ, in hypostatic union with the person of the Eternal
Son of God, entered into the presence of God as the sinless representative
of the redeemed (Luke xxiii. 43, 46).
As their representative He had borne the guilt of their sins on His
body on the tree, but with His expiring breath that guilt was expiated,
and thus, even before His formal ascension, He as ou r forerunner entered
for us within the veil. This, however, was, so to speak, by anticipation,
an i=ediately taking possession of the redeemed and restored inheritance. True, His human soul returned and resumed the holy temple
of His body at the resurrection, and continued on earth for forty days,
instructing and blessing His chosen, then ascended in His complete
and glorified humanity from the Mount of Olives in the sight of His
disciples, and entered Heaven to take visible and formal possession.
Re sat down on the right hand of God-not standing merely as a priest,
offering before an altar, but sitting as a Royal Priest upon His throne.
His office is not now to offer but to intercede by His presence, and to
bless by His grace and spirit, as well as to rule in providence, as head
over all things to His Church.
Are we then to understand that Christ does not now offer His once
completed sacrifice to the Father; does not present it, or re-pre ent it ~
I answer that as far as Holy Scripture teaches He does nothing of the
kind, although as " the Lamb th~t had been slain," and in the virtue
of His one sacrifice, once offered, and only once, he " appears now in
the presence of God for us."
But has He nothing to offer as our great High Pripst ~ Yes, the
spiritual sacrifices of His people. In Heb. :riii. 15 we read-" By Him
let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the frui of
our lips giving thanks to His name."
Christ is the Hearl and High Priest of His Church, presides over their
services, presents their persons, prayers, praises, and spiritual sacrifices
to His Eternal Father, perfumes them with the incense of His all prevailing intercession, and renders them acceptable. As our Divine
Head-the Head of the body the Church, He says, "Behold, I and the
children whom God hath given me," and" I will declare Thy name unto
my brethren, in the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto Thee."
He presents them to Himself, and He will present them to Ris Eternal
Father at the last. He has washed them through His blood, clothed
them with His righteousness, and sanctified them by His Spirit; and
as our Mediator all our services, prayers, and praises are put into His
hand, and He offers them for us on the golden a.ltar of incen e. "e
offer them by Him. These are the only sacrifices, this is the only altar,
and these the only offerings which Jesus offers now in Heaven. But
He neither offers nor presents nor re-presents His once offered sacrifice.
That was a completed act done and finished once for all on the cross.
Nor does He continue to sprinkle His blood before the mercy-seat, of
none of which actions do we read one word in the New Testament.
The only sprinkling of which we read now is the sprinkling of blood
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sprinkled by Christ on the heart of the believer, as we read in x. 22,
" having the heart sprinkled from an evil conscience." This sprinkling
goes on continually according to the prophesy " so shall He sprinkle
many nations."
On the present offering of Christ the great and learned divine, John
Owen, thus writes as follows in his great work on the Hebrews :" The Lord Jesus Christ doth peculiarly preside over all the persons,
duties, and worship of believers in the Church of God. (1) In that
all their worship is of His appointment. (2) In that He assists the
worshippers by His Spirit in the performance of their duty. (3) That
He makes their services accepted with God. (4) In making their worship glorious by the administration of His Spirit, and effectual through
the addition of the incense of His intercession" (vol. xxiii., pp. 808-9).
" We also having an altar (Christ) must have sacrifices to offer, without which an altar is no use.
" The especial nature of this sacrifice is declared-(l) In the only
way and manner of offering it, which is by Christ. 'By Him let us
offer.' How we come to God by Him as our High Priest and offer our
sacrifices by Him, hath been fully declared. (1) He sanctifies and
dedicates our persons unto God. (2) He hath prepared and made a way
for our access with boldness into the holy place where we may offer
these sacrifices. (3) He maketh our offerings acceptable through His
merit and intercession. (4) He continues to administer in the tabernacle of His human nature all the duties and services of the Church;
offering them up unto God in our stead and on our behalf" (vol. xxiv.,
p.453).
The judicious Thomas Scott also, in his commentary on Heb. vii. 25,
has the following :" He ' ever liveth ' and reigns' as a Priest upon His throne' to make
intercession for those who come to God by Him, to plead His merits
and sacrifice in their behalf; to present their persons, services, and
prayers for acceptance through the ransom of His blood."
I need not remind you that our Church in Article XXXI distinctly
lays down that" the oblation of Christ" was" finished on the Cross."
" That the offering of Christ onc.e made is that perfect redemption,
propitiation, and satisfaction for all the sins of the' whole world, both
original and actual; and that there is none other satisfaction for sin
but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice of Masses, in the which it
was commonly said that the priest did offer Christ for the quick
and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous
fables and dangerous deceits."
Our Communion Service declares that" Christ by His one oblation
of Himself once offered on the Cross, made there a full, perfect, and
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole
world."
Cranmer says that" The greatest blasphemy and injury that can be against Christ is
this-that the priests make their Mass a sacrifice propitiatory. . . .
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That thus they take upon themselves to be Christ's successors, and to
make such an oblation and sacrifice as never creature made but Christ
alone, neither be made the same any more times than once, and that
was by His death upon the Cross. By his own faith every man may
apply the same unto himself."
Honest old Hugh Latimer says" Stand from the altar, you sacrilegious priests, for you have no
authority in God's Book to offer up our Redeemer; and you, lay
people, come away from forged sacrifices which the Papists do feign,
only to be lords over you, and to get your money. If they had a nail
driven through one of their ears every time they offer, as Christ had
four driven through His hands and feet, they would soon leave offering."
Jewell" No, Mr. Harding, neither we nor you can so offer Christ, nor did He
ever give you commission to make such a sacrifice."
The Homily on the worthy receiving of the Sacrament, says" We must then take heed, lest, of the memory it be made a sacrifice.
. . Apply His merits to thyself. Herein thou needest no other man's
help, no other sacrifice or oblation, no sacrificing priest, no mass, no
means established by man's invention."
In the Ordination Service before the Reformation (the Roman Pontifical) the priests received" power to offer sacrifice to God, and to celebrate masses for the quick and the dead." In 1550 the new English
Ordinal was set forth, in which this sacrificial formula finds no place;
it was repudiated and rejected by the Reformers, and has never been
restored. This is conclusive with every honest mind as to the doctrine
of the Church of England. Our clergy therefore are no longer sacrificing
priests. Up to 1550 they were ordained as such, and could say so with
truth as far as their ordination could make them priests. From that
date they are sacrificing priests no longer, and to say that they are is
simply not true and an imposition.
The Ritualists say that the XXXI Article was not intended to
condemn the" Sacrifice of the Mass," but only a certain abuse called
" The Sa.crifices of Masses." This is a contemptible quibble invented
by those misguided men, Dr. Pusey and Cardinal Newman, and is
ignominiously repudiated and turned into ridicule by all respectable
Roman Catholic theologians as " the most puerile of all puerilities, and
the most absurd of all absurdities."
In conclusion-Is Christ now offering?
Yes! He offers up the spiritual sacrifice of His believing people,
their prayers, their praises, their services.
Is He offering the sacrifice He once offered on Calvary ?
No! That was" finished on the cross" more than eighteen hundred
years ago.
"BELIEVE, 0 trembler, this sure truth-that prayer must and shall
be heard, and that never, even in the secrets of eternity, has the Lord
said unto any living soul, ' Seek ye Me in vain.' "-G. H. Spurgeon.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY
SALE OF WORK AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.
WHEN dear" Nettie" and" R" looked in upon the gathering of
dear friends around the Rev. A. J. and Mrs. Day, on December 2nd
last in the quaint old world parish rooms of St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol,
it was a scene which gladdened the beart indeed! One and all with
happy faces were actively engaged in waiting upon and serving the kind
purchasers at the various stalls with what they required. But above
all, it struck one so forcibly and thankfully, what a sweet atmosphere
of Christian love and peace was there, and how they, who rejoice in
hearing the precious doctrines of God's free and discriminating grace
there, put those doctrines into daily practice, and thus set forth the
power of trne godliness in their life, walk and conduct.
The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's Annual Sale of Work in Bristol
is now seventeen years old. Founded in a private house, and carried
on with increasing success through the good hand of God year by
year, it was subsequently transplanted into the heart of the City of
Bristol and has become an ever-increasingly successful branch at
St. Mary-Ie-Port. That we owe it all to our Covenant God is the
joyous and grateful acknowledgment of all the dear friends in Him.
No attractive outside advertisements are made; no worldly inducements to draw the purchasers in; no celebrity nor popular public
character is announced to open it, thank God. The secret is with
tbe Lord's people, and they have been much and continually in prayer
for His blessing. Thus our seventeenth Annual Sale on behalf of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is over and the results most gratifying,
and everyone's heart is glad that this time-honoured Society is again
helped to supply the pensions of its large family of aged saints of the
household of faitb. At the time of writing about £80 had been
received.
The writer would like to enlarge upon the many sweet scenes which
have confronted her in her lifelong association with this sacred work.
To have seen the gratitude and joy, to have heard the praises of our
faithful God extolled, has sent one-away from cottage or room, fireside
or bedside, wherever the aged pilgrim was found, praising our Covenant
God for ever having put it into the hearts of His people to found such
a God-honouring society. Nor can we close this brief account without
looking back and around. In 1914 a little dining room sale of work
was inaugurated in the home of " R," and a gracious titled lady showed
her Christian sympathy then and has continued to do so ever since.
A short account of those small beginnings (£16 2s. was the sum raised
at that first sale) was given in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November
of tbat year. How little one could have thought then what that
would lead to! But the Lord is above all these things and guides our
minds and directs our hearts. Thus, many a dear reader at a distance
remembers our little annual sale and with devoted interest works some
beautiful piece of stitchery. I always feel, when such arrives in due
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time, how love has been woven in every stitch and what joy the senders
have had in this willing service. Others contribute most generously
in monetary gifts and thus gladden the hearts of all in Bristol and
presently at headquarters. "Your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
dear friends, and that is the blessed declaration of His Holy Word,
and each and all who thus seek to "support the weak and comfort
the little-souled " of His family will hear His gracious word, " Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto Me."
For our dear fellow-labourers, as also for the Rev. and Mrs. Day
for drawing us together, I pray that a rich Covenant blessing may be
their happy portion. This little Sale of Work can lay claim to Royal
patronage; for did not our beloved Sovereign Queen Mary graciously
send some beautiful gifts last year to one of our most devoted and
successful stall-holders 1 This we thankfully record, but would
remember that best of all we have been and are under the smile and
approval of our gracious Covenant God, Who is King of kings, and with
Him are Divine and eternal blessings! All hearts are in His hands
and the silver and the gold are His.
-- ------

R.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committe gratefully record the goodness of the Lord through
another year. Needs have been many, but by generous response to
appeals the needs have been supplied. The Committee were pleased
to be able to make a special grant which was most welcome to the
pensioners at the season of the year when coals are such a nece ity,
and many were the grateful acknowledgments of this seasonable gift.
Valued help has been given by friends at Horley, Hastings, Hawkhurst,
Haslemere, and Croydon, where Sales of Work have been held and
the contributors to the success of such Sales are warmly thanked.
There are 1090 pensioners on the books at the present time, and,
though the Committee fully recognize the difficult times in which
we are living, they appeal to their friends on behalf of those who e
needs press heavily.
APPALLING FACTS.
IN a weekly Church paper issued on November 20th, 1931, the following
figures are given in reference to divorce: "Divorce grows in popularity in this country. There is now one divorce to every eighty-eight
marriages, compared to one to every five hundred before the War.
Great Britain is following in the footsteps, though as yet, happily,
from afar, of the United States, where there is one divorce to every
six marriages, and Soviet Russia, where one marriage in four is
dissolved."
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l\.ebtrllHl anb §totters of 18ooks.
A STATEMENT OF DOCTRINAL BELIEF. Pp. 27. Price Id.; 6s. per
100. (Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 10, Whitehall Gardens,
Chiswick, London, W.4.)
" This statement of Doctrinal Belief is based on that prepared for
a Prate 'tant Evangelical Assembly at Ryde, Isle of Wight, and
approved by the late B. W. Newton, in 1897." B. W. Newton, we
may mention, was a Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford, who was at
one time associated with the Brethren, but he subsequently separated
from them because of some errors in doctrine and on the subject of
the Lord's Second Coming. Thereafter, we understand, he kept outside
the various denominations, but ministered to all who were willing to
hear him both in London and elsewhere. He was an able and prolific
writer both on doctrinal and prophetic subjects, and he stood by the
Reformers in the great foundation truths.
This statement of Doctrinal belief is in many important particulars
based on the Thirty-nine Articles and the Creeds. In many instances
the very language of the Thirty-nine Articles is used.
It consists of thirty-four articles. Twenty of these deal with the
great Evangelical doctrines. Three deal with Baptism and the Lord's
Supper, and the remainder are occupied with prophetical subjects
connected with the Lord's Second Coming.
In regard to prophecy, the writer believes that many events are to
precede the Lord's coming and that therefore the any-moment theory
of Christ's coming is unscriptural. He refers to John xxi. 18, 19;
2 Peter i. 14, 15; 2 Timothy iv. 6; iii. 1; Matthew xxiv. and xxv.
and Luke xxi. in proof of this. He rejects quite courteously the
doctrine of a secret coming of Christ and treats of the chief points
in reference to the great truth of the Lord's Second Advent. The
doctrinal articles are thoroughly sound on the Holy Trinity, the
Etern~l Sonship of Christ, His incarnation, death, resurrection and
ascenSlOn.
Clear testimony to the plenary- inspiration of Scripture is given in
Article vi.
The federal headship of Adam and the imputation of Adam's first
sin to all his natural descendants, and the doctrine of total depravity
are set forth in Article viii.
Article xvii. of the Church of England on Predestination and Election
is almost wholly incorporated in this statement, and so is Article x. on
Free-will. To this latter, however, is appended a long statement on
saving faith, in which the act of the Holy Spirit in quickening the
sinner is rightly declared to precede faith.
We are glad to notice that Article xviii. declares" that God did, in
six literal days, make the heavens and the earth, and all that in
them is."
Article xx. rejects annihilation and stands firmly for the solemn
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doctrine of eternal punishment. Baptism to adults only is taught
in Article xxii.
We have referred only to some of the articles in this statement.
Here and there are expressions which we think might rightly be
amended.
We do not think that Numbers xxi. 8, 9 contains a command to look
to the brazen serpent.
On page 8 we would change the words" God's gracious proposal" to
"God's gracious purpose," adding the words" to save all His people."
On page 9 we would write " God is calling by His grace many who,
etc." instead of " those who, etc."
Without necessarily approving every word of this doctrinal statement, we welcome it as setting forth those great doctrines of grace
which were taught by the Reformers and Puritan Divines.
THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. Pp. 151. Price Is. ;
postage <td. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This volume consists of the Report of the Seventeenth Annual
Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union, held in Grove Chapel,
London, in May, 1931.
The High Priesthood of Christ was the chief theme of the Conference.
The Conference Sermon was preached by the Rev. H. Siviter, and
addresses or papers were given by the Revs. W. Walmsley, J. Warren,
Dr. E. C. Unmack, L. Atherton, and H. A. Lewty; as well as by
Principal James Willoughby, Revs. H. Atherton, J. Tolland, and Pa tors
F. H. Wright and C. Breed. We have no doubt that the volume "ill
be found to contain much helpful matter which will appeal to all
who value the great foundation truths of the Gospel.
WEIGHED AT JERUSALEM. By E. E. Hatchell. Pp. 12. Price 2d.
net. (Thynne & Jarvis Ltd., Whitefriars Street, London, E.C.'!.)
In the book of Ezra we learn that very valuable treasure was committed by Ezra to twelve priests and they were bidden to watch and
keep what was committed to them until they weighed the treasure at
Jerusalem. The authoress likens this treasure to the Gospel which
has been committed to God's people, and they are bidden to " Guard
the deposit." The authoress faithfully warns her readers again t the
awful errors of Ritualism, Modernism, and Romanism.
GOSPEL ECHOES ANNUAL. Pp. 200, 50 illustrations. Price about Is.
(Clement Wileman, 74, Vivian Av., London, N.W.'!; and Scripture
Gift Mission, Eccleston Hall, Eccleston Street, London, S.W.1.)
Gospel Echoes is a halfpenny monthly magazine. The volume before
us contains the twelve issues of the magazine for the year 1931. It
is attractively bound, and its bright illustrated pages will be much
valued by many. Many will be glad to purchase copies for presentation.

