,THE

GOSP:ELMAG AZINE.
.. COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE l4Y PEOPLE, SAlTH YOUR GOD;"
.... ENDEA.VOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEA.CE."
,. .JESUS OHRIST, ':fHE SAME .~STERDAY, AND TOaDAY, AND_ FOR EVER."
~,

"r~'

No. 805,

}

""

,J.

,~

:2;,,"',

No 2.005,
{ OJ.D SEIIIES

JANUARY, 1938.

NEW SERIES., "

lII,:

fri)e ~~m~~ ~Ottton;

OR, WOIID!i 'OF SPIRI'I'U'A'\jkQAl1'TION, COUNSEL, AND COMFOn'l'.
,
~ ......:.....
.. ,~.
:" . •·t: :........,
.. Who comforteth us In I'll our, trIbulatlon,'that" we may be able to comfort them which are in any
_.

trouble by ~he comfort wherewith we

.

"tuillv8jl are

comforted of God. "-2 OORINTHIA.N8 I. 4•

xlii. 11.
A ,MULTITUDE of varying thoughts ,will come up into the mind~ of '
"tne members'of ,GOD'S family when they reach the threshold/of
another new year, ,T~ere ,\Vjlt be, thoughts.. of retrospect. The
mind will go boolC',to theV,p~~Jye;r~~aJnd'its vaIji~g events will be,l.,
recalled. In soin~ case!!, :~~t" ,~ercieswill be' prominent,'and
those>wno have experitliiced":j7h:ein will. be ready ,to ~aYI~' BI8fls
the LORD, 0 my soul:, anct'1'aJi that is ;~thin ~~~;.~JeSs::I:Jis
h~iy
,.' : ' (',"J 'f:'
name.. Blesstthe
LORD,O my soul, and forget not ap Hislienefi.t~:!
';'~&i'.
;r...;.!':
.
'
,_.
~
~~.
In other caseS,gI:eat;trial!! will be proIllinent, 'and, th~re, wiij bell.
~aturalln~~~~tighto ~;9aU,:phe~~""T~i)'tiil~~p;~i~~#7b~the§ase,
If ., so:tne,~~lo.yJd,\me~ber '?f,'the fa~tr~~as"'beeIl'i9alI~d .:a:9~e,
duringth~' ye;r.'f'hich has passed. 'A:n(?.#gSt ,the':' m.any1who*~ad
this "Family Portion ~',there will sure to~esomewho have passed
throug~~k~r~a:v.e:tn~nt"'A lovea! one h~s: be~ncaU,ed''iip higher;
A red~Jii~d
one has been transferred:.f~om
earthto
heaven.
·The
",;~
":',!'f.:;
~/, :f,:,
'
. '-"",
knowl~dge of the blessedn~s'";ofsU:ch is'full"oflirispe'itkable comfort, '
but'j;}1e absence of the loye<! on:e i~ ,.,~qp~lY felt..We can fully
sym'~thize withtp.ose' who' 'are th~~1~6urning. We ourselyes
hav~passed: through ~keen, 'sorrow.", A, precious j2~g daug~ter
has been removed froril"our faniily 6ircle"anifwe shotild pe1inhuman,
if we did not feel her absen<fe. <~Ye,t, t~ough v3,<riedtrf~~ have come, '
into the experience' of all the cl:emMrs!'o£ the redeemed faIniry'
of GOD, there haye
been corresponding
mercies: As the suffer'illgs
.'
J" Hopf3 tlf,(Juin GOD."-PSALM

.

" .'

\,~.~.

•

·iI ~itit

,:.

I

,-

!

,'":~f

·f

I

•

')..,1;

, ' , .

Ill",'

.:' < " " ,

'""c"

r

2

The Gospel Magazine

~

,~
':,

~

"i

it

lE

l,

",'

8

The Gospel Magazine

",'

'",.
6/

~

•
li~' cJ
'

I,~
,.'f,.,'.

It~j
~:
,'fj

the bltsis of our new year meditation. He is "the living GOD."
He is not dead. He is the only living and true GOD, and He
knows our circumstances, and is fully equal to our case. " This
GOD is our GOD Jor ever and ever." Hence, He will be ours all
through the new year. Let us then not dwell upon the past trials,
or 'on future possibilities. Rather let us hope in the living GOD,
Who giveth His people richly all things to enjoy.
,1. First, notice that we are warranted to hope tor the continuance
" of His lOJlf4c'
: . He h~s loved us "with an 'everlasting love," and no conceivable
thing in hell-ven, and earth shall be able to separate us from the
lov:e of GOD, which is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD" (Rom. viii. 39).
He Whose love led Him to spar~ ,not His own SON, but to deliver
Him up to death for all the members of His chosen family, will
certainly, with Him"freely give to them all things. His love ~o
,His people was designed to bring them to glory. His displays of
love to them therefore
will go on for, ever.
l
, ,~,
'~He loved ~e not for my desert;'
"··te'd '~lS'/~l:\o
nl' h te;
)
,,' (I. me!:l
,;.'" I.'" '
Nor s~all '~he'::,Ici~~ a, period, know,
•
c" WhICh ney.er~ikhew a date.'"
.• '~"

-·f

'" ~..;l,''t

,_ iolMi~

We. may hope, then, all thf6ugh t~e 'yelir th@:t His love will
continue. No day will pass without fresh e:x:periencesof His love.
No doubt 1t~~;#ilrbe ups'and downs i:l.l;,o~r 1ives,<;,~utwe cap.,
hope, wi~Ji~~>~~nlgroun~~d ass;r~nce"~:7RcP,t"t&~!,{,f~i) .i~"'}Vhom,~e· '
,hope will ii'~v~r cease to love us. TJ:l~ :W.ti(l~Citi':tYl~6wn upon us),
and possiBly eve,~ friends may slacken in~~~~i~;att~C1iment"but He
Will never cease .to lpve His chosen, redeem;M~, 'regenerated, and
justified people.'·
.
·C"'/.f'l'~1Iil" :,\:.i~i •• '
f,1~"
','*'" , '
( ,.
, 2. Secondly, w,emayhope tor ,daily P'IJtting~~torth a/His: power. "
If He loves us He w~ll not ceitSe to pUFJo~th'His power on;bur
behalf The duties which fall to us need !Jiere than human strength.
The temptations' that confront' us need"Divine power to. overcom~ .'
them. ,Oftentimes, when we begin the danweshall be ready tq
say, " We have' no might to fac~ihe wOrk,\tp:!'l'aifficU:ltieE}, th~.
problems, and the temptations which may li~ 'in our pa.th.'" :But
His Word says to us, ~'He giveth' power to the faint; and to them
'that hath no might He increaseth 'strengtli.,. ..They that wait
•..
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upon the LORD shall renew their strength;' they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall
walk, and not faint" (Isa. xl. 29, 31). We are warranted-to. hope
in our GOD for the fulfilment of these promises. He is "able to
make all grace abound toward us; that we, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work" (2 Oor.
ix. 8). The throne of His grace is open and accessible to us, that,
drawing near through the blood of JESUS, we may obtaintnercy,
and find grace to help in time of need. His resources areinexhaust-·
ible. There is no limit to His power, and it is a mark of His true
'people that they~~ are kept by the power 6f GOD through faith
.unto salvation ready to be reveal~d in the last time ", (1 Pet. i. 5).
','Wait on the LORD," ye feeble'~'a:ndtimid ones : "be of good
. courage, and He shall strengthgn thine heart: wait, I say, on
the LoRD" (Ps. xxvii. 14).
.
3., Thirdly, we may hope in Him for constant exhibitions o(His
faithfulness ~
'Heis "the faithful GOD, Which keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him" (Deut. vii. 9). We may always rely
on ~iIp. He changes not. He ~ the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever.
, ,Hifj faithfulness will confirm' His p~ople unto the end.. (See
,l-Oor: r. '8,9).
HiS, faithfulness will not suffer them to be"tebipted unduly.
(See 1 Cor. x. 13.)',
'
"',
, "The LQRDis' faithful;-Who shall stablishyou~ and keep you
from. evii.';'~;, (2 Theils.,:iii., '3~) ,
, .,"
"
, He is" faithful to'all; His promises. He is, "a faithful Ore~tor.','
(1 Pet. iv: 19.) , , { r
." He ,is'faithful and just to forgive us our sins.~' (1 John i: 9.)
~,'.He abideth failiK:fu.1. Hecannot.deny Himself." (2 Tim. ii. 13.)
" ,All. through the new year" we may count oIi"His faithfulness.
He will betrrie, gen~ihe,apd reliable ataU tiIn~: ,/
.~ 4. Fourthly, we'may rightly hope in Him for daily displays of
His goodness and mercy;
He is good 'to all, ,and His tender mercIes are over all His works,
bl}t He is sp~cially:~60d to His own people. He,'will, much more
clothe you than .Ire, will clothe the,Hlies. He feedeth the fowls of
I
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the air. "Are ye not much better than they r" "They that
seek the LORD shall not want any good thing," because "no good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Ps.
xxxiv; 10'; lxxxiv. 11).
"T.p.~ goodness of GOD endureth continually," and His mercy
i~ "from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him"
(Ps. ciii. 17).' Since :He ill their SHEPHERD they may rightly draw
'the inference and say, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
. me all the days of my life" (Ps. xxiii. 6).. Wherever r am, or
.'whatever I am doing, His goodness and mercy shall follow me.
r shall never be without them.'
5. Fifthly, we may hope in GOD for His guidance.
,.He guided His people in ,the, wilderness. He took not away
, the cloudy pillar, though they ott provoked Him to do so. He
went'be£ore th-em to search out a place wherein they might pitch,
their tents. So He is to-day the Guide of His people. ",The
,LORD shall guide thee continually" (Isa. lviii. 11). The promise,
'is, ,( In all thy'ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy
paths ' c. (Pro~. iii. 6). He,.qf~,e~
guides by His Word, and also by
~;,:.,
His ptovidences. " Blessed :are an. they that wait for Him" to
guide}hem, and who do not go,.b,efore the LORD.
6. Sixthly, we may hope in.' GOD for His providences.
'All things are under His cont:rol. He worketh, all t~ings after
the counsel
e)~ own will. Even the king's heart is in the hand
,
:+,A.
....
of the LORD:- He turneth,it whithersoever He will. There is
nothing tnat ~e cannot dO,no poweryhich H& cannot overthrow,
no demon which He cannot restrain, '" ':,A):l things work tog~pher,
for good to them that love GOD, to them ~~o are the called according
,to W~ purpose'~ (Rom. viii. 28).
-:...,. , " ,
Becl1use He is on the throne, "no weapon that is formed against'
thee shall prosper,; and eyeIY ,tongue that sh:all.#se. against thee
in judgment thou shalt c()iid~Iiln. Thii is the herit~ge of the'
servants of the LoJtP, and, their righteousness is of Me, saith, :the
LORD'" (Isa. liv. 17). We may therefore fully.hope in our GoD
so to superintend the affairs, of the universe, thll:t all things will
..:
work together f~r our present and eternal good. .'
7. Lastly, we.mayhope in Qur GOD/Or final and eterna~ blesfed~~
,
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We may" rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD." He has given
us "everlasting cOIJ-solation and good hope through grace"
.(,2 Thess. ii. 16). We may hope for" eternal life; which GOD, that
cannot lie, promised before the world began" (Titus i. 2). We
have before us "that blessed hope and the appearing of the glory
of our great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST" (Titus ii. 13). Let
us put on then for a helmet "the hope of salvation.", Let us
rejoice that we are "begotten unto a lively hope." Moreover, let
us pray that the GOD of hope may fill us with all joy and peace in
,believing, that we 'may abound in hope, through the power of the
HOLY GHOST. (See Rom. xv. 13.)
It is not always easy to be hopeful, but there can be no doubt
that we are warranted to hope for the continuance of Divine love,
,the daily putting-forth of Divine power, fresh exhibitions of
Divine faithfulness, goodness, and mercy, fresh guidance in the
perplexing paths of life, and fresh overrulings of His providence.
Finally, we know that" GOD hath not appointed us to wrath,
hU:t to 'obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who died for
lIS, that, whether I we wake or sleep, w~ should live together with
Him" (I.Thess. v. 9, 10). "Hope thou in GOD.".
" WhitingtpnVicarage,
, . StokeFerry,King'sLynn.

THE EDITOR
. (Thomas Houghton).

" AS PANTS THE HA[,r.~"
.
. '
as, a thi!:styland; with openings and c4aps that cannot be made
to Close ahdbe fruitful by any means but rain, so a thirsty ,soul can.
never be satisfled by anything short of forgiveness: 'Pardon mine
iniquity,
Lord;·for it is great.' And that is what every quickened
sinner pants to hea.r God say to him; and,untilHe does say it, the
s<;>ul answers to ,this' from time, to time: '~sthe hart panteth after
th~ waterbro.oks, ~o panteth my.souiafter Thee,OGod.' And if it
might be a'word?f encouragement to some, I would say·this. You
never can ask in vain for 'this inestimable blessing"the forgiveness of
sin. ,~. The Son of Man,~ Jesus Christ,' hath power on elJ,Ith to
forgive'sin,' and Hehath power in he~ven to do the same.. Forget it
not, that the Lord by,. dying procured this bles~ing; and to communi,'cateitHesends His' Spirit to the hearts of those who pantfor'it as
a thIrsty land pants,for rain."-Mr. J. K. Popham;
.,
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THE SAFETY OF THE BELIEVER.
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"Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe."-,PROVERBS xxix. 25.
HERE isa precious assurance for the new year. As we go forth
in the path marked out for us in the gracious providence of our
faithful God, what a comfort it is to have a word from His Own
lips that safety will be the portion of those who put their trust in
Him.
We all want to be safe. We are in peril of body, mind, and soul.
Men of the world are prone to trust in their own arm, their own
wisdom, their own strength. They often fail to realize their own
. absolute helplessness. The people of God,however, know that
,'their salvation is wholly of the Lord. Salvation temporal and
'spiritual is entirely dependent 'on His presence and power. 'H~
therefore .who would be safe needs to trust in J ehovah. "Whoso
"putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe."
1. First, the man who putteth-his trust in the Lord shall be sate
,-from the awful penalty which his sins deserve.
,
. No safety is worth anything, if we are not safe from hell. Not
one of us is righteous. All of us have sinned. We are' shiners by
. nature, and by practice. However morally upright we may appear
to be, the reaCtruth concerning ourselves is that, " We, aTe all as
'an unclean thing, and all oui righteousnessesare as filthy rags"
(Isa. lxiv. 6). In God's sight we a,re morally 'filthy, sinful,and.
corrupt. ' Our hearts are deceitful above all things and a.esperate~y
wicked. Oh, what. sinful and' rebellious thoughts rise up from 'our
evil natures! What desperate things we migHt do, ,if God in His
mercy did not restrain and control us; Well is it 'if the H6ly
Ghost has convinced us of our sin. " Thewageso£ sin is death:,"
That is what we deserve, but all who are"~onvinced of their sins
by th'e Spirit, are' assured that Christ died for their sins. He bore
the penaity of their sins in His Own body on the 'tree, and "whoS9
putteth his trust'in the Lord (J esu&) shall be safe.." He shall 'not
perish, b'\lt, shall h~ve everlasting life. "God h~thnot' appointed
'us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord J esusCliriSt, Who
:diedfor us, that, whether we wake dr sleep, we should live together

'8

~
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with Him" (1 Thess,. v. 9, 10). Eternal safety is God's appointment for those who put their trust in the blood and righteousness
of the Lord Jesus Christ. To live together with Christ in resurrection glory will be their everlasting portion. They are delivered
from the wrath to come. They are saved from the merited curse
of a broken law. They have redemption through Christ's blood,
the forgiveness of .sins according to the riches of ImJ grace.
What an infinite mercy if January, 1933, finds us, through
grace, saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.
Every saved sinner may well ask,

, '"I

I

'l

"

" Why' was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter whilst there's room,
Whilst thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come? "

Grace, sovereign grace, alone, makes us to differ. With deepest
hUmllity and gratitude we must give to the God of all grace all the
glory.

,
"

2. Secondly, the man who putteth his trust in the Lord shall b.e safe
the devil.
.
. from the power of the world, the flesh,

m

The dangers arising from these three enemies will be' as great
in -1938 as in -all previous years. If it were not for the keeping
pOFer of our gracious God we might well tremble exceedingly at
the thought of this triple foe.
The .power and influence of the world is great:

- The danger of worldliness is great~ The men of the w:orld are
evil. ' The pleaimres of the world are evil. There is danger arising
from the love of money, the. love of worldly-honour and position,
the love of standing well with worldly-minded men. How much
we need to remember that, "the£riendship of the world is enmity
with God" (James iv. 4), How,'solemn ar~ the words, "If any
~ah love the w~rld, the l~ve of the ,Father is not in him" (1 John
iL15) ~ REmlember 'that the ;~orl~"ha,s'got iD:t~ t~e Church. ' How
much there .is of the world in,;~he pr,pfessing Chl'irch,., There are
worldly, sensuous,. fl.esh-pl~asing services,. worldly fellowships with
false, teachers, worldly entertainments,' and." worldly ways of
.d,ragging money !or the Lord's work out of the pockets of those
.who are attracted to all manner of methods for obtaining funds.
How are God's people to be safe from these evils?· .By putting

'I.
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their trust in th~ Lord. "This is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith "(1 John v. 4).
The poiver of the flesh is great.
Who can really and fully know the wickedness of the flesh 1
,Only God, Who searches the heart. The longer we live, however,
the more do we become convinced that in us, that is in our flesh,
dwelleth no good thing. It is a fountain of evil, and only the
Lord by- His Spirit can daily deliver us from its power. "Walk in
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh " (Gal. v. 16).
In other words, "Whosoputteth his trust in the Lord" will be
enabled more or less by IJ:is Spirit to be safe from the power of the
flesh.
The power of the devil is great. What subtlety he displayed with
Eve in the garden of E~en. How awfully he influenced Cain in the
matter of worship, and in his attitude towards his brother; What
a power he had over the antediluvian world, so that the whole
earth, except one family, became corrupt before' God. What
enmity he displayed against Job. What a power he manifested
over Judas, a professed apostle 1 Even Peter, a genuine apostle,
was made to fall seriously through his wicked influence. When
. we look at the world at large and see the abounding manifesta~ions
of tyranny, oppression, cruelty, hatred, selfishness, evil passions,
and defiant rebellion against God, we see what a power for, evil the
devil has. He worketh in the children of disobedience. " The
whole world lieth -in the wicked one." "As a roarjng, lion," he
" walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." The children of
G<;>d are exposed to his onslaughts, and in th,emselves are helpleSS
against them. But we are bidden to resist him, "steadfast in the
faith." ,We are bidden to "resist the, devil,'~ and we are assu!"ed
he will flee fro,m us. . Great as his power is, he is not omnipotent.
Those who are strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might,
and have put on the whole armour of God, are enabled ." to stand
against the wiles of the devil." ) Taking the shield of faith they
are "able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one."
Thus, "whoso putteth, his 'trust in the Lord shall be safe" from
the power of the world,the flesh, and the devil.
3. Thirdly, the .man who putteth his trust ,in the Lord shall be sate
from worry and anxiety,

'f~'
,.,~
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When we give way to" anxiety we are in some measure giving
way to unbelief. We are failing to have full confidence in our
God. The promise is, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee"
(Isa. xxvi. 3). How often, however~ we fail to trust in Him fully.
How we need to say,
"From distrust and envy free,
Pleased with all that pleaseth Thee."
John Newton felt the need of being safe from worry and anxiety.
He wrote,
" As a little child relies
On a care beyond his own; I
Knows he's neither strong nor wise;
Fears to stir a step alone;
Let me thus with Thee abide,
As my Father, Guard, and Guide:
" Thus preserved from Satan's wiles,
Safe from dangers, free from fears,

May I live upon Thy smiles,
Till the promised hour~ppears,
When the sons of God shall prove
All their Father's boundless love."
Many of God's children, some more than others (due perhaps
to,net'vous temperament), get worried and troubled about matters
of little or no importance.
In the Memoirs of the Rev. Charles Simeon we read (pp. 139, 140),
"Mr. Simeon was, much tried at times by a certain irritability of
temper, which was doubtless not a little aggravated by occasional
'attacks of the gout'. No one, however, could be more sensible of
,the evil than he was himself; and never was anyone more ready
tb confess and deplore his .own failings. 'Occasionally these outbreaks would almost prov(1):e ,a smile, from the nature of the
incidents' out of which they arose." , A friend of Simeon's wrote,
"You know h~w particular our friend was' about stirring the fire;
and there was also another and greater infirmity of his, of speaking
,at times, as if'he were very angry,aboutinere trifles. We were
one day sitting at dinner at: Mr. 'Hankinson's, when a servant be,hind him stirred the fire; in way so 'l,fnscientific, that, Mr. Simeon
turned round and hit the man a thulllP on the back, to stay his

a
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proceedings." Oh, for more faith in. our God, more restfulness in
Him, to enable us to avoid being disturbed by the little irritating
things which crop up practically daily. The psalmist says of the
godly man, "He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is
fixed, trusting in the Lord" (Ps. cxii. 7).
How prone we are to imagine what may happen, and to be full
of fears in regard to the future. Full trust in the Lord will save us
from such anxieties. "Whoso hearkeneth unto Me sh/111 dwell'
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil" (Prov. i. 3~). May we
hearken more to the promises of God, and trust more in His wisdom,
power and faithfulness. Sleepless nights are often due to unnecessary ·fears. When we !ely fully on our God we can say, "I .will
both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for Thou, Lord, only makest
me dwell in safety" (Ps. iv. 8).
It is wise to avoid all endeavours to solve problems when retIring
to rest, and to seek to lie down in restful confidence in the Lord.
Without drugs we may then often be enabled to sleep and be
refreshed.
"Why should I ever cll-refuI be,
Since sucli a God is mine ~
He wat,ches .o'er me night, and day,
And tells me 'Mine is thine.' "
4. Fourthly, the man who putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe
from all the evil designs of Satan and of men.

Joseph .and Mary were a pair who put their trust ip. the Lord,
and when Herod designed to put the infant Child Jesus to death,
they were kept in safety. The wicked designs of the king were
wonderfully frustrated. Peter was a man' who put his trust in
the Lord, and when another ,King Herod intended to put him
to death, the L6rd kept him safe, anddel1vered him "out of
the hand of Herod, imd from a11the expectation of.the people of
the Jews" (Acts xii. 11). The Apostle Paul was a man who put
his trust in the Lord, and when more thanf9rty Jews conspired to
kill him, the Lord wonderfully ·intervenedand preserved him in
safety. ,Thus, 'f They that trust·inthe Lord shall be'as Mount
Zion, which 'cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.~' To them
it is said, "No weapon'that is formed against thee shall prosper;
and .everr t<mgue that shall ris~ against thee in judgment thou
,1~j
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shalt condemn. This is the heritage, of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord" (Isa, liv. 17).
Safe now and safe eternally is the portion of' him who putteth
his trust in,. the Lord. God hath not appointed him to wrath:
but to obtain salvation in its fulness, by our Lord J es1;lS Christ.
With an everlasting salvation he is saved, and is therefore safe.
Be it ours, then'; all through the year, 1933, to put our ~rust in.
the Lord.
May we be enabled to say, "Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
St6ke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(ThOmas HO'I,tghtQn).

'THE OPENING YEAR.
STANDING at the portal of the opening year,
Words of comfort'meet ;Us, hushing every fear;
Spoken through the silence, by our Father's voice,
, Tender, strong, and faithful, making us rejoice.
Onward then, and fear not, children of ,the day!
For His word shall ne,ver, never pass away.
I, the Lord, am with thee, be thou not afraid!
I will, help and strengthen, be thou not dismayed;
Yea, I will uphold thee with My own right hand,
Thou art called and chosen in My sight to stand.
Onward then, etc.
For the 'year before us, oh, w.,hat rich supplies!
For the poor and needy, living strea'ms shall rise;
For the sad and sinful shall His grace abound;
F()r the faint and feeble, perfe,ct strength be found.
'"
/
Onward then, etc. '
He will never f~il us, He will not'forsa}re! '
His eternal Covenant He will neve~ brellk!
Resting on His. promi~e, what have we to fear 1
God,is all sufficient
the coming year!
Onward 'the~, etc.
I
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.
Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces,. that ye may tell
it to the generation following."-PsALM xlviii. 12, 13.

·"111

H9W n;lUch is spoken of this favoured City of our God in Holy Scripture.
Mentioned about one hundred and twenty times therein, she is brought
into prominence and consideration by Divine command, whereby her
in4~bitants are. to " walk about" her., " go round about her," tell, or
" count'the towers thereof; mark well h,er bulwarks" and ponder
"her palaces." Contemplate her : talk and tell of her, mark her
" beautiful" situation and fair scene which enframes her. Beauty
everywhere, a scene of surpassing loveliness .and pastoral peace.' For
such descriptions, we might refer to those saints of God who have
visited this city of cities, this" joy of the whole earth," and we cannot
wonder at their reverential joy and sacred awe as they approached
this" City of the Great King." Her very" foundations. laid in the
holy hills ~, which protected her from the enemy. A wonderful picture
literally, but intended to set forth all that concerns the spiritual Zion
in which God dwells. She is thus secure from allharm,and 'may
" smile at .all her foes." Unto her, Christ the Chief Corner Stone is
'~made Wisdom and Righteousness and Sanct.ification and Redemption," and yet what know we in this time-state of those unsearch~ble
riches 1 We desire with the apostle to explore "the breadth and
length and depth and height, and to know the love of Christ .which
. passeth knowledge," but we are "lost in wonder, love and praise,"
and cannot speak of. as we would, and one day hope ~e shall, of the
love, and loveliness of Jesus, our precious Redeemer and LOi'd! But
the subject is inexhaustible, and I want in this brief paper to dwell
chiefly on the words, "mark ye well her bulwarks," as it was laid
upon my mind when re.ading this precious psalm recently. There are
several references in the Word to bulwarks which point out their sig.
nificarice. He'nce in Deuteronomy xx. 20 we read the Divine command
for!l city's preservation, that only the trees which were not for meat,
should be cut down, and" thou shalt build bulwarks against the city
that maketh war with thee, until it be subdued." And again we
remember how King Uzziah (who "was marvellously helped until
he was strong "), ".made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning
men, to be ~n ~he t~;vers and upon ~he bulwarks, ~o shoo~ arrows and
great stones WIthal (2 Chron. xx,vI. 15). In IsaIah XXVI. 1 we read,
" In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; we have
a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks."
This carries our thoughts to the heavenly Zion of which the Psalmist
and Prophet testify, which Jeho.Vah has" chosen " (Ps. cxxxii. 13),
and whe.rein He deigns to "dw.ell" (Ps. cxxxii. U), and which He
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protects and preserves. , "As the mountains are round about Jerusalem,
so the Lord is round about her people" (Ps. cxxv. 2).
"Zion is Jehovah's dwelling,
There I The King of Kings' appears,
Hers is glory far excelling
All the worldling seeS or hears.
Zion's walls /tre everlasting,
'
Form'd through endless years to shine,
Strength and beauty never wasting,
Show their origin Divine.
" Zion claims peculiar honour,
High distinction marks her lot,
Light eternal shines upon her',
Hers a sun that faileth not.
Zion's city hath foundations,
God Himself hath raised ,her walls,
She survives .the wreck of nations,
Zion stands, whatever falls."
-Kelly.

'Built upon that One Foundation, that Chief Corner Stone, elect,
precious, is every living stone of God's,Zion. Foursquare is She
built upon Him Who is Her Wisdom, and Righteousness, and, Sanctification, and Redemption, and thus she is eternally secure. And the
people of this favoured Zion are called upon to "go round about her,"
tell her towers" and "mark well her bulwarks" ,; review them; inc'
spect them, delight in them, consider them and proclaim them--,"Mark
ye well," or as the margin says, set thine heart upon them. Theyare
not to, be lightly esteemed, they are not, to be removed., And as the
Word speaks thus of this favoured City of the Holy Land,,it may
not be out of place to bring the word home to our 'own hearts, beloved,
readers,you and I, who have be,en so highly favoured, favoured beyond
any people of the world in being British subjects, born in a land
to which God has shown so signally His mercy, and which/He has
made the honoured instrument in printing and sending forththeWord<
of. God all over the world; and also in sending, forth missionaries to
heathen lands to tell the Gospel's joyful news. o England! once ,
favoured land, where, the Bible was the directory of conduct in
Parliament', in Castle, and Cottage ; the mightiest" bulwark" surely" .
to "mark.~' And following upon this, there was the keeping holy
the Sabbath Day. Families in high life, and those of humbler mien,
wended'their way to places of worship and dl;llighted in the Sabbath,
rested from the claims and toils of the week,aI).d .worshipped their
Maker, and remembered the Sabbath as, Jehovah's Rest Day! But,
alas! to-day how have these bulwarksb,eeri removed !The ,Bible
seldom read, and too often criticized in. ignorance; ,the Sabbath a day
of recreation and so-called pleasure, and families all bent uponspeJ;ldingthe day in their car,,on the road, orinvadingand disturbing some
village,t()Wll~ or seaside resort! Oh,onfs heart, aches to write these
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things, all too well known to every reader. Then there is the solemn
certainty, that unless these Sabbath breakers turn to God for merc:y, a
day of judgment and reckoning will come! There was a pretty story
told recently in our excellent and· much vllllued weekly paper, The
English Churchman, of a visitor to a workshop for the blind, who
engaged in conversation with two of the men, leading up to the
sacredness of the Sabbath, but getting no response, except that they
did not see the necessity of keeping it holy. A third man, who was
working at his basketcmaking apart, then lifted up his face with his
sightless eyes and remarked quietly, " I guess it is not our day to do
what we like with-It's His." Oh, that the .people of this land might
recognize it thus, and that a revival might once more be granted us
in the mercy and forbearance of our ever gracious God; arid that
faithful pastors might. be raised up to proclaim a full Gospel from
the pulpits, and that the pews might once more be filled with spiritual
worshippers, men and women who shall ge better fitted for the work
oJ the coming week, by the rest and worship on the Sabbath; and
be an influence for good to those around them. "Mark ye well her
bulwarks." Let the word rest upon our hearts, so that we may say
with Joshua., whatever others do, "But as for me and my house we
will serve the Lord" (Josh. xxiv. 15). May we take heed to the
warning of Job, " how some remove the landmarks" (Job xxiv. 2), and
hear the word of the Lord by His servant Jeremiah (Jer. vi. 16): "Thus
saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your;souls." May the spirit of true repentance and prayer be poured
out upon us, that we may confess and mourn our own sins and shortcomings as atso the sins of our nation ; that there may be a gracious.
revival, a turning to the Lord, and a nation cleansed from idolatry,
false teachers and empty profession. Meanwhile, beloved, the Church
~f.God is safe. She is well kept and protected, .and rich in- blessings"
and subject to all His Divine and gracious arrangements for her
maintenance, well-be~ng and spiritual growth.. Thus
III

~

'With sa.lvation's walls surrounded,
She may smile at all her foes.'
If the earthly Zion was so dear to the Divine heart that He declared,
" For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape
out of Mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this. Therefore, thus saith the Lord concerning the King of Assyria, He shall not
come. into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with
shield, nor cast a bank against it. . . . For I will defend this city to
save it for mine own sake and for my servant David's sake" (2 Kings
xix. 31-34)-how much, more dear to .Him is every blood-bought and
redeemed citizen of the heavenly Zion! Having bought them with
His own most precious blood, He will see to their preservation and..
safety .all through their pilgrimage to that city of ~ternal foundations
"Whose Builder and Maker/is God." Zion is indeed well defended,.
2
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Her many gates shut her in; her" place of defence is the munitions
of rocks," and her God "asa wall of fire round about her and her
glory in the midst." Favoured,\ happy Zion, she will stand when all
else falls, and the langl!age of her grateful acknowledgment of the
faithfulness of her God is, " And this God is our God for ever and
ever: He will be our Guide even unto death" (Ps. xlviii. 14).
Just a last little word'to the soul's experience, and the reader will
doubtless endorse the writer's, as she loves to come up against that
word of Divine inspiration in her chequered wilderness journeying.
How wondrously does our heavenly Guide" go before," and uphold,
and defend and deliver, and thus change the current of events which
threatened defeat and disaster. Joseph proved this in all his deep
trials, and could declare the unchangeable faithfulness of his God,as
he said to his now contrite brethren," But as for me, ye thought evil
against me; but God meant it unto good'" (Gen. 1. 20). All the
devices and intrigues of man cannot frustrate that but. It was asone of God's bUlwarks to his dear, much. tried, and affiicted servant.
And think how undying faith works in the heart ofa believ~rasjt
did with Asaph, who confessed, "My flesh and my heart faileth "-as
truly it did-co but," he says, " God is the strength of my heart and
my portion for ever" (Ps. lxxiii: 26). Therein the soul is lifted again
into the region of hope and reliance upon the unchangeable faithfulness
of Jehovah-Jesus. We could write on, for the subject is a large"one
and grows under the pen. But I trust enough has been said to
encourage the weakest saint and to glorify the God of our salvation.
" Faithful is He that calleth you, Who also will do it " (1 Thess. v. 24)"
R.

i
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ONLY ONE FAMILY.
" And if some of the branches be broken ofJ, a.nd thou,being a wild olive
tree, wert grafJed in among them, and with them partakest oj, the
root and fatness of the olive tree,. boast not against the branches/'
-':"'ROMANS xi. 17, 18.

l
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IT is plain from this verse that the root inth'is passage cannot be the
early converts from among the Jews, but the ancient Covenant .people
of God. The ancient theocracy was merged in the kingdom of Christ.
The latter.is but an enlargement and elevation of the former. There
has, therefore, never been other than one family' of God on. earth,
existing under different institutions,and enjoying different degrees of
light and favour; This family was' composed,>of old, of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and their descendants.. At the Advent, its name
and circumstances were changed; many. of its old members were· cast
out and others introduced, but'it is the same family still. Or, to
return to the apostle's illustration, it is the same tree,some of the
branches only being changed..:e-(Dr. 'Charles Hodge, in his Commentary
on the Romans;).
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Snmonf.i anb Notef.i of Sermonf.i.
A

NEW

YEAR'S

ASSURANCE.

A SERMON PREACHED IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, ON
JANUARY 1ST, 1846, BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.
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" The Lord is thy Keeper."-PsALM cxxi. 5.
WE are this day permitted for the sixth time, brethren, to assemble
together within these walls, at the opening of the new year. The
Lord has on each former occasion brought together a goodly number
of our congregation; I trust seriously impressed with the solemnity
of the season, and, I trust, many with hearts thankful to the Lord
for His mercies.
From time to time, as this season returns, we have endeavoured
to make it profitable to you, and we have, therefore, brought before
, the cOngregation some special word of promise, some special declaration of comfort; and we have taken the text that speaks the promise
or that utters the comfort,and we have endeavoured to impress its
precious contents upon the minds of the members of our flock, and
we have given them that text, a little printed memorandum of the
subject which was brought under our notice on the first day of the
year.
I have on these occasions said more than once, that it is to me
the most solemn day in the year. I mean not with regard to myself
personally, as I am, in my ow:n chamber, a poor sinner, dependent
on the fulness of the Lord Jesus Christ; but I me,an as a minister;
for there are many things brought to one's mind with painful freshness ori these occasions, which it is impossible not to feel deeply, as
the minister of a flock to which one is attached. When I remember
that there have been amongst us those that cherished these little
texts, and to whom they were most comfortable little monitors; most
refreshing little visitors in times of sorrow, sickness, and de,ath; I say
I cannot but feel all those circumstances and the recollection of those
who were with us on former occasions, but who are not here now,
brings fresh to my mind what is past, so that it is impossible not to
feel deeply the solemnity of the occasion.
I have to-day, I trust, been led of the Lord to take another of His
precious words, a declaration of great comfort. And I pray to GodI pray in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ-that He may be present
with us at this time, as we endeavour to take this bough of comfort
and shake it for our refreshment. I pray that the $pirit of the Lord
may be present with us,making this our ,assembling together profitable, and I pray that He m~ymake this portion of the Word refreshing
to our souls throughout the year; as our little congregational watchword has hitherto been to the souls of those who have been enabled
to fasten on it;
Our text is taken from a Psalm with which I trust we are all well
acquainted; a Psalm that I hold to be a very precious one. It
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appears to me to be a little epitome of the Bible. I do, not mean
that it opens out all the doctrines of the Bible, or that it condenses
them into one short summary; but it has the whole character of the
Bible stamped upon it. How ~ It tells us of what man wants, and
of what God provides. And that is what the Bible does. It, enlarges
upon those two \truths-man's wants,and God's provision. The
One Hun,dred and Twenty-first Psalm does not tell us of what man is,
what man does, and what great things man is capable of, so that the
eye should rest upon man; but the Psalm directs attention to God;
tells us what God is, tells us what God does for His people, and tells
us what a large provision has been made for this needy creature,
man. These two truths are alluded, to in our text', and are pJ;esented
for our consideration at this time. The one is implied in the other.
The weakness, helplessness, and defenceless of man is not stated in
so many words; but it is implied in the decl~ration that we must
have the Lord for our Keeper. We shall take up the consideration
of these two subjects, and speak :First, of man's helplessness, weakness, defencelessness, and nothingness.
Secondly, of the guardianship, wh,ich is here declared to be provided
for him, even the Lord Himself. Who that is, and what that is, we
shall endeavour to see.
Mark! the people to whom this word is given as a precious word
of promise' and support, even the Lord's own children, are the' only
people who can appreciate it. I am not going to tell you from this
passage that the Lord, ,as the God of providence, can stay a fever
or some other impending danger; or that He can provide bread for
a hungry man. The Lord does this. You are dependent on Him
for the bread that you eat, for the health to partake of that food and
to be nourished by it. You are dependent on Him for everythingyour breath is in your nostrils. But I have something more to tell
you of than this. Here is a word peculiarly applicable to a people
of whom some men may think that they do not need such a Keeper;
a people saved through the blood of Jesus, sealed by the Spirit of
God, as His own ransomed ones. Remember, it is to the people of
the Lord that these words apply; and it is of their weakness, and
their trials, and their defencelessness in themselves, that I desire
now especially to speak.
'
Let me tell you that a full persuasion of our own nothingness and
our own weakness,and our own defencelessness lies at the root of all
our comfort, and of all our happy walking. This is a hard lesson to
learn in the Christian school. I have been a. long time learning it,
and I find it to be a hard lesson.
. There are strange and paradoxical things in the Christian life. It
sometimes seems as if opposite.effects were produced by the same
cause; for instance, that spirit of self-confidence which some of us
know well, and that spirit of dejection which some of us know well.
These two t)lings, which are as opposite as ,any two things can seem
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to be, are produced by the same cause; ignorance of our own helplessness or forgetfulness of .our utter dependence" our utter nothingness.
Now this is the lesson which God is teaching you and me, if we are
in His school. I have been a long time trying to learn some halfdozen words in the Fifteenth of- John-" Without me ye can do
nothing." I find them hard words to learn; and God's children have
told me that they have found the difficulty of learning them. Then,
again, there are some half-dozen words in the first chapter of 1 Corinthians, and they are very hard words to believe: "Of Him are ye
in Christ Jesus,' Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sailctification, and redemption." And· why do I say that it is so
hard to learn those texts 1 Bec.ause I feel such difficulty in using
them and in living upon them. And I feel that the want of using
these texts as I ought and living upon these truths as I ought, lies
'at .the 'root of all my. shortcomings, and all my feeling of weakness
and dejection.
Now, this is God's training. We think when we are first brought
into the sch901 of Christ, that we are to do some great things,and
our expectations are afterwards exceedingly disappointed, when there
are fresh discoveries made to our souls of our own helplessness and
weakness, which are exceedingly mortifying to our pride. I ask every
experienced child of God present, has he not felt that disappointment ,1
When he was first brought into the family of Christ, he thought he
was to be something or to do something ; and as he goes on his
journey, he finds that he has to become less and less, and he feels,
not only that he can do less 'and less, but he feels that he can do
nothing without Christ. I look, sometimes, at that wonderful picture,
the history of Israel of. old, and there l' read myself. I 'see the
vacillations and the change: the thankfulness at one time, for the
great things which God had done ; the unthankfulness the next
moment; at times crushed under the weight of some. impending
difficulty; at other' times self-confident, as if they could move the
world. In all this, I see the true figure of the miserable condition of a
poor Christian in h i m s e l f . .
.
Let us consider, a little more specially, the need which the man of
God has' of protection and preservation. I have told you that the
people, whom some of you may suppose need a :k;eeper least, are the
very people to whom this word is spoken. Brethren, when God· is
pleased to take a sinner out of the world, .and to mark hirp. as His
own; when the man who once lived as other men live, is led to turn
his face Zionward; when he is enabled to put on the uniform of
a Christian soldier; when he is taught,as a living man, to go against
the stream·; there is one who is not un()bservant of this, Satan, who
isa living and actual being, a being of power and of intelligence, who
watches over him, and marks his course. Those who have got some
Scriptural view of the power .of Satan, find it at times an appalling
consideration to think of the anxious watching of that being over
. every step of God:s children.
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nave you ever seriously thought of the question which God asked
Satan; as recorded in the first chapter of Job ~ I know not whether
the word in the text or the word in the margin is the stronger. The
word in the text is, "Hast thou considered my servant Job ~ "
The words in the margin are, " Hast thou Set thy heart on my servant
Job ~" So that, I say, when God shows Himself to have set His
heart upon any poor sinner, then does Satan set his heart upon him,
too; then he watches over him, fastens on him, never takes his eye
off him; he becomes immediately the object of his torture, because
he does not know, perhaps, whether he is genuine; he thinks he may
be a counterfeit, after all; he has caught many an one in his net;
many an one who may be now in hell, seemed to walk fair enough
for a time in the eyes of his fellow-men.
I have said that when God shows Himself to have set His heart
upon any poor sinner, then does Satan set his heart upon him. It
was not in time that God set His heart upon these people; they were
His from eternity; their names were written in the Book of Life of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. It is in time that
God calls them out ; and then it is that Satan manifests· his enmity
against them. And consider what he does. lam speaking to the
Lord's people, who know something of these trials; he can come as
a lion, and he can come with all the wiles of a serpent; he can come
in the lawful business in which we may be engaged; he can come
through our families, our friends, through the busy scenes of life, and
he can sit down with us in the solitary moment, when we are alone
in our chamber; he can go with us on our knees before the Lord;
,he is a dreadful enemy to the people of the Lord.
But, then, we ate not to cast all the blame upon Satan. I take
comfort in such a word as our text, not only because I believe the
Lord will throw His protecting shield over me, when the darts of the
devil fly thick around my head; but, because I know that I have
a desperately wicked heart, therefore, I need such preservation as the
Lord's Word promises to His people. Satan came to our Lord and
he had nothing in Him; he comes to us a~d he finds plenty in us.
The Lord's people need His protecting care, because they have enemies
without; Satan's agents, the world, our families, our friends, our
pleasures, our sorrows; and they have enemies within-their own
evil hearts.
We have now to speak of the protection and preservation which
there is for the Lord's people-who that is, and what that is.
First, who it is that is engaged on the part of the Lord's people.
What a vast subject lies before us! Lookat·the Fortieth of Isaiah;
read there some little sketch of the greatness of the Lord: "Behold,
the nations .are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as .the small
dust of the balance; behold, He taketh up the isles as a very little
thing. All nations before Him are as nothing, and they are counted
to Him less than nothing,· and vanity." Remember, that He, of
Whom this is said, is the Protector and Preserver of His people. If we
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are speaking in the hearing of men of the world, let them remember
that this great God is the preserver of this world. Let them remember,
though they seem to think little of it, that God has but to let the
elements run wild, and then what can men do~· God has but to
send his blight upon the brute or vegetable species, and then what
is man ~ But we are not going to speak of this. We would rather
apply what we have said to the people of the Lord. The great Jehovah
that does all these things is the Preserver of His people. I love to
read such an account as we have 'of his dealings in the second chapter
of the First Book of Samuel, where that godly woman Hannah says
in her beautiful song: "The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich;
He bringeth low and lifteth up. He raiseth up the poor out of the
dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory." And then,
what a word we find at the end of all this !-" He will keep the feet
of His saints."
It is important for you to consider that the ground of the Lord's
care of His people is the relationship in which they specially stand
to Him, as His dear children in Christ Jesus. There is more comprehended in His care of His own people, than the providential regard
that He has to His creatures at large. Let me tell you, men of the
world, and do you tell .any man of the world, with whom you may
be acquainted, that God keeps the wheels of His providence moving
in their onward course, for the sake of His own ransomed people.
Tell the men of the world that they are but part of the machinery
which has been constructed for the carrying out of God's own purposes
with respect to His people. And, remember, that the ground of all
that the Lord does for the sake of His people, is the relation in which
they stand to Him. They are His own people; it was for them
Christ came. You remember His own word, " I am come that they
might have life." Who ~ The sheep that His F.ather had .given Him.
You remember, again, that remarkable word which the' Apostle Paul
spoke in his address to the Ephesian elders. He calls the Church over
which the Holy Ghost had made him overseer " The Church of God
which He hath purchased with His own blood." God's people are
not of yesterday; it is said of them in Scripture, that they were
" chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world." And all that
has been done, and all that is now being done for them, is the fruit of
the Covenant engagement of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. There is
not one of those dear children in Christ Jesus that is not precious to
the Lord-His jewels that He keeps as His own special property;
He numbers the very hairs of their he.ad, and watches over them
with all tenderness and affection as their heavenly Father.
Consider, in the next place, what is comprehended in this keeping.
Their souls are safe. When a soul has touched the hem of Christ's
garment, it.is safe" 'You, who sometimes feel in your own weakness,
that you are a poor branch, ready to drop off from the living vine,
0, remember that He has said, " I Will never leave thee, nor forsake
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thee." And remember that He says, in the tenth chapter of St.
John's Gospel, "My sheep shall never perish." You must take the
Covenant, tear it, scatter its fragments to the winds, before one of
those little ones, given Him by His Father, shall perish. He Himself
says, " It is not the will of My Father, which is in heaven, that one
of these little ones should perish."
The Lord brings before us the strongest consolation on this subject.
The Word tells us that the people of God are" kept" (guarded, garrisoned, if you please to translate it so) "by the power of God, through
faith unto salvation"; so that there is not an individual who has been
brought, through grace, to touch the hem of Christ's garment, who
iSIlot surrounded by an escor't that shall conduct him. and land him
safely in his inheritance. All the powers of darkness shall never take
that soul out of the hand of Christ. He says His people were deposited
in His hand, and that none shall pluck them, from it. Here, then,
is safety. ' " The Lord is thy Keeper." All His perfections are engaged
on behalf of His people. He has sworn. His own Son stands at His
right hand, to appear in the presence of God for us. There is advocacy
and intercession. And when the Lord would teach this truth in
type, He told His servant Moses that a breastplate should be made,
on which should be engraven the names of the children of Israel, and
that whenever the high priest should go into the presence of God,
He should wear that breastplate. Our Antitype does this. Everyone
of His numbered ones, His chosen ones, His ransomed ones, all precious
to Him, are borne upon His breast; and who shall take them from it 1
Again, there is something experimental in all this. There is a
reflection of it in the experience of God's people. I know what :r;nen
of the world say. They ask, who shall have the presumption to say
that he stands in that position 1 Who is the arrogant man that
shall dare to say that he is borne upon the breast of the Lord Jesus 1
Produce him. We do produce him.' If the poor' sinner who speaks
to you at this moment could not say that he is' saved by the blood of
Jesus, he would dishonour this Word, and make it all an untruth.
Now, where is the arrogance in saying this 1 I cannot stand on any
paltry eminence above my fellow-men. No, let me have my face in
the dust, where I ought to have it; let me be the least in the family
of God; but God's truth stands immovable. He has declared that
the man who believes the record is a saved man. I am saved, not
because I believe, but because of the finished work of the Lord Jesus.
There is no presumption in this. And, further, I tell you there is
something experimental in it, something that comes home to the heart.
If it were not so, what would be the meaning of such .a text as this,
"In Whom ye. also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth,
the Gospel of your salvation; in Whom also after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest
of our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased possession
unto the praise of His glory."
Does the Spirit of God dwell in the hearts of God's ,people or does
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He not? What has God said? And am I to have the Spirit of God
teaching me, comforting me, revealing to me the deep things of God,
taking the vast treasures which are in Christ, and showing them
.unto me, leading me into this department and into the other department of the fulness which dwelleth in Him; and am I, after all this
to say that these things are not matters of experience? Brethren,
I have often said to you that there is common sense in the Scriptures,
not enthusiasm. If God speak truth, and if He tells us that the
Spirit teaches, enlightens, comforts the Lord's people, there must be
something experimental in this. And, believe me, if men would
speak truth, which they do not, and if they were honest, which they
are not, upon such a subject as this, they would tell you why they
deny those things-just because they do not possess them themselves,
and they do not wish others to have them. And I believe that this
. is the very essence of all the objections that men make against evangelical preaching.
. Now, remember the Spirit does dwell in the hearts of God's people.
Read what is said in the twenty-first verse of the seventeenth chapter
of St. John's Gospel. Our Lord Jesus Christ prays for His people,
" That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us." One in God the Father,
and 'in God the Son. There is a reality in this. Then, again, read the
twenty-third'verse, " I in them" (Christ in them by His Spirit), " and
Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in One." God's people
are sp<rken' of then, as having the Spirit dwelling within them, the
Spirit of everlasting life. What do we mean when we speak of the
indwelling of the Spirit? Turn to the eleventh verse of the eighth
of Romans, " If," says the Apostle, " The' Spirit of Him that raised.
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from
the dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that
dwelleth in you." There is a truth. It is worth a man:s while to
go to the Scriptures, and to see what is meant by having the Spirit
of Christ, for in the ninth verse· of that same chapter we read, "If
tny man have uot the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." It is an
awful thing not to be in Christ.
.
We have said some ,little, brethren, as to what is meant by the
Lord being the Keeper of His people. Their souls ani kept because
they are His by Covenant engagement and 'Oath; they are His ran, somed, His purchased people; the Spirit dwells in them, and seals
them unto the day of redemption; they can never'perish. We would
ask you to read this Psalm, to break it up into precious portions and
feed upon these portions. See the power engaged for this people:
" My. help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth."
Re!!.d the care that He :has over them, "He that keepeth thee will
not slumber." Read the constancy of that watchfulness, "Be'hold
He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep." Read His
presence withJthem, " The Lord is thy Keeper, the Lord is thy shade
upon'thy right hand.", Read His tender regard to them wherever
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they are, "The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil, He shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming
in, from this time forth and even for evermore." This is what I
want. I have learned something of the power of temptation, and of
my own weakness, and I bless God for such a provision of guardianship, for I want it. I have done (perhaps I am wrong in saying so),
I wish to have done, I ought to have done, with trying to keep myself.
I would that I had done with it. I would that I knew more of leaning
on the arm of Jesus and telling Him all I want.
Do not let anyone tell us it is easy to say, " The Lord is my Keeper" ;
then I may do as I like. That is not Christian reasoning. That is
not the way in which the Word of God handles the subject. When it
opens out privilege, it tells us what the effect of .privilege is. When
the Apostle Paul opens out to the people of God the great victory
which they have obtained in Christ, he says, " Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord." There is Christian reasoning. And let me tell, you
what a man of God will do. , The man who has learned most of his
own weakness, will ply the throne of grace most frequently; he will
be continually asking the Lord to undertake for him, telling Him I
want this or I want the other. He will be asking the Spirit to do
that for him which he cannot do for himself. He will be asking for
power to energize him to go through all his temptations and
difficulties.
Now, brethren, this is the word that we would leave with you, as,
our congregational word for the ye.ar on which we have entered. I·
say the year on which we have entered, I do not say the year that
we· shall go through. This is one of the elements of my peculiar
feeling of solemn interest on these occasions. When I remember that
I have never stood here upon an occasion of this kind, but before
the next year came round some were gone! therefore, I say it is a
solemn time. Some of us may not be here at the opening of the next
year. WHO ARE THEY ~ Now these are solemn thoughts, deeply
solemn to me, they ought to be so to you. And no man can look
that thought boldly in the face, but the man who can take the word,
" The Lord is thy Keeper" ; and let sickness come, let persecution
come, let trial come, let disappointment come, let death come, can
look up and say, " The Lord is my Keeper." . When you can say that,
you may travel to-day or you may travel to-morrow, and you can
go in peace, saying, "Give us this day," and this day" our daily
bread." And remember it is written for our instruction, " The.children
of Israel did eat manna forty years." You must live upon Christ
or you can never travel comfortably on your way. 'And, brethren,
when you are enabled Scripturally, upon the solid grounds of God's
Covenant work in Christ, to s.ay, "The Lord. is my Keeper," you
will learn the meaning of these two verses in the eighth of Romans:
" I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,
4
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nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
May the Lord bless this little word to you; may you think on it,
may you understand it, may the Spirit apply it, may you live upon
it more and more, may you-delight in it to the comfort of your own
souls, and to the glory of Him Who spake it. Amen.
DEITY REVEALED.
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JOSEPH IRONS,
ON FEBRUARY 23RD, 1851.
(From a 'Correspondent.)
WHAT is heaven but Deity revealed 1 Now, beloved, if so much of
Deity is revealed on earth as we have seen and, I trust, enjoyed, what
must His unveiled glories be, when faith is changed into sight, and
every intervening medium and clolld is removed 1 The Apostle John
seemed lost in the contemplation when he exclaimed, "Beloved, now
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that when He shall appear we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is." As He is! in His glorified body
and as the" brightness of the Father's glory, and the express image
of His Person." Then shall we understand what He meant when
He said to His disciples, " He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father
also." Oh, glorious scene for ransomed souls to enjoy for ever!
Paternal love, in all its fulness, freeness, and sovereignty, pervading
the immensity of bliss; self-existent Deity embodied in official capacity, presiding as Head of His body, the Church, for, ever; and the
very breath of the Holy Ghost, constituting the air of heaven, to be
inhaled by all the redeemed for ever. And more, we shall be like
Him, so as to be capable of enjoying this revelation of -Deity. In
the present' unripe state of our faculties we could not bear such a
burst of glory; but when He shall have changed our vile bodies and
fashioned them" like unto His own glorious body, according to the
working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself,"
then shall we be able, as Job said, to see God, yea, and to see Him
for ourselves.
Add to this, my brethren, the thought of the unclouded light-the
uninterrupted fellowship-and the unspotted purity of that glorious
home to which we are hastening, and then say if you do not long
to be " absent from the body to be present with the Lord," especially
you who, like myself, groan, being burdened with pains and afflictions,
being scarcely able to bear up in wilderness toils. Bear up, go on,
beloved, the journey is but short, the strength equal to the day is
promised, and the end is settled in the appointment of our heavenly
Father; and the very first glimpse of unveiled Deity will more than
compensate all .that we may have endured in this wilderness. How
would our present sorrows be mitigated, if we could but take the
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advice of the Holy Ghost by the apostle: "If ye then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth, for ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory." May the Holy Ghost, the Divine Testifier of
Jesus, enable us to call Him Lord, adoring Him, trusting Him, and
loving Him. May He shed the Father's love abroad in our hearts,
and thus prove His own invincible ministry in our experience, and
our Triune Jehovah shall have all the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMONETTE.
THE WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD-THE HELMET.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" And take the helmet of salvation."-EpHESIANS vi. 17.

SALVATION may be viewed under four aspects. (1) As according to
the purpose and grace of God in eternity past, as Paul writes to
Timothy (2 Tim. i. 8-9)p " God; Who hath saved us, and called us
with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before
the world began." (2) As carried into effect by the death of the
incarnate Son of God. In the verse which follows that just cited,
the apostle adds, "But is now made manifest by the appearing of
our Saviour Jesus Christ." His name Jesus was giv:en by the angel
of the Lord, who said to Joseph, ," Thou shalt call His name Jesus,
for He shall save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21). This He
did when He gave His life ",-a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28),
purchasing the Church of God " with His own blood" (ActEi xx. 28).
(3) A: present salvation realized by faith, for, " If thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raise Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom. x. 9).
And therefore the Word to all believers is: "By grace have ye' been
saved ,through faith" (Eph. ii. 8). (4) Future salvation, yet to be
realized, whe,n the Lord shall come for all who are His, when they will
receive the end of their faith, even the salvation of their souls (1 Pet.
'i. 9). Then all who have fallen asleep in Jesus will be raised, and the
living saints "changed," and all will be "caught up in clouds to
meet the Lord in the air," and thus their full salvation will be brought
to pass. Hence the saints are exhorted to "tak!'l the helmet of
salvation." The true believer, rejoicing in a full, free, present and
eternal salvation, can say, " 0. God the Lord, the'strength of my salvation,
Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle" (Ps. cx!. 7). This helmet,
will protect the mind from the assaults of Satan, when he endeavours
to instil gloomy doubts and fears. It is to be put on when the days
are dark, and the day of the Lord draws near, in view of the nearness
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of Christ's coming again, for" Unto them that look for Him, shall He
appear the second time, without sin, unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28).
Of this Paul writes in his first letter to the Church of the Thessalonians,
in every chapter of which the coming of the Lord is referred to, " But
let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith
and love; and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God hath not
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him."
THE EFFICACY OF SUBSTITUTION.
" And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb,. and if
thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck."-ExQPus
xiii. 13.
THE life of the ass thus depended up~n a lamb taking its place, and
becoming its substitute. If it were redeemed with a lamb, its life
was spared.. If it were not redeemed its neck was broken, it was put
to death. Is there not here important truth concerning Christ and
His people ~ If they are to be saved from eternal death the Lamb
of God must become their Substitute. He must redeem them from
the curse of the law, by becoming a curse in their stead. If, however,
He had not redeemed them they would have had to suffer for their
own sins.
.
Once the ass was redeemed, its life was spared. So all whom Christ
has redeemed will be saved. ' No one whom Christ has redeemed can
be cast'into hell.
"Payment God cannot twice demand,
'First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

It follows that Christ's redemption is really efficacious. It is special
and particular. He" loved the Ohurch and gave Himself for it,"
and every predestined member of the Church shall in due time be
called, justified, and glorified.
The sheep al6ne are those for whom Christ laid down His life, and
they shall all eventually hear His voice, and be saved,' because He
became their Substitute. "Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect ~ ·It is GOd that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~
It is Qhril?t that died" (Rom. viii. 33, 34).
The members of Christ's redeemed Church are thus assured of their
eternal deliverance from condemnation, because Christ really and
efficaciously redeemed them.
Mr. Spurgeon says, "Christ stood in the stead of His elect; for
them He made fullatonemeI).t; for them He so suffered that not
a sin of theirs shall ever be laid at their door."-(Trumpet Calls to
Ohristian Energy, p. 15.)
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I HAVE-I AM-I WILL.

THIS year of grace 1932 will soon, be numbered with past yElars, and
during its last hours and days we look back upon a year full of mercies,
deliverances, preservations, of burdens lifted, of revealings by the
Holy Spirit, of matchless love and sovereign power. We who know
Him, who have been kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation, rejoice in the assurance, " Jesus Christ the s,ame yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever." He changeth not. His love and His
care never fail. "Who delivereth us from so great a death (we shall
never fathom how hopeless and how helpless our condition ,is), and doth
deliver: in Whom we trust that He will yet deliver us," in the past, present, and future. He has taken all into His hands and into His heart,
and we.can say with David, "He hath made with mean everlasting
Covenant ordered in all things and sure." It is inexpressible comfort to
the child of God to kn6w from His own Word that his life is a covenanted
life, and that it is an ordered, arranged life in all things. "Ye are
not your own, for ye are bought with a price"-and what a price!
"The Church of God, which He hath purchased with. His own blood"
(Acts xx. 28), "the precious blood of Ohrist" (1 Pet. i. 19). Just
think of it, dear reader. It is a well-known subject, but have we
weighed it well, balanced it, taken, it into our hearts, the knowledge
of the Oovenant love of God in Christ Jesus 1 Has the Holy Spirit
displayed it to us, the wonder of it, the sweetness of it, the security
of it, the personal knowledge of it 1 Thus we can say with the beloved
Apostle Paul, " I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." This
is the bond, the security seal, " in Christ," which is "the earnest of
our inheritance until the redemption of. the purchased possession
unto the praise of His glory."
'" Saved, sealed, satisfied," this is the happy position of those in
Christ. Saved by the redeeming blood, sealed by the H;oly Spirit, and
satisfied with all His dealings. "They shall be a~undantly satisfied."
How lavish our God is. He is not satisfied with niggardly supply. "I
will abundantly bless her provision." "Drink, yea, drink abundantly,
o beloved," "He will abundantly pardon." .

"

"His love is as great as His power
And neither knows measure nor end."
" The everlasting Covenant." It is not a matter of limitation for
a year, or fifty years, 01; a thousand years, no, it is everlasting, " ordered
in all things and sure."
'~'Twas made with Jesus for His Bride]
Before the sinner fell:
'Twas signed and sealed and satisfied,
In all things ordered welL"
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I think few of us who look round on the state of the world in general
can fail to observe that the Lord Jesus will come for His redeemed
ones, living ones, and sleeping ones, and gather all to Himself soon.
He is rapidly gathering His people Home. How often we read in
obituary notices" suddenly" and" very suddenly." And we read
of one feature of the last days," Many shall come in the name of
Christ, saying, I am Christ." Is it not so now 1 Many creeds, many
strange dogmas brought forth, many open transgressors of His law,
departures from His holy day observances, morality at its lowest ebb,
in many ways. I need not mention all the signs. But He expressly
says, "When these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up
your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." And so His own
are" not terrified." They know He is on the way and will appear
not only to them, but also for them. Their heart language is :
" Rejoice! lifb up your head, lift up your voice,
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice 1"
Hallelujah! .
Just a few words, dear reader, in wishing each one a very.happy
God-blessed new year. It maybe the ye.ar to see His face and hear
His voice, or there may be long years of sojourn even yet before He
come. But He will be with us through all the hours and days, and
weeks, and months, and years before us. HE will be with us, watching,
listening, soothing, speaking to the heart, by the Holy Spirit, and
tenderly showing Himself to the 10nging soul. "Behold, He standeth
behind our wall." Is this a wall 'of separation which we cannot see 1
,But He sees. He is there, behind it. "He looketh forth at the
windows." There is still a glazing between, but He sees and we can
see Him, "showing Himself through the lattice "-still an interruption
of view, but we see He is there, and He sees us and speaks: "Rise up,
J;Ily love, my fair one, and come away." To go with Him is sWE\et
all the way.
Thus we may rest on Him, on His love always and His presence.
" I have loved thee with an everlasting love" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
" I am with you alway " (St. Matt. xxviii. 20)..
" I will never leave thee" (Heb. xiii. 5).
So we may" look up " constantly.
"Thy wings above and Thy strong arms beneath me,
Thy voice to guide me and Thy love to cheer."
May the Holy Spirit bring all these things to our remembrance
continually.
I have-I am-I'will.
"Loved in the past of yesterday,
Loved in the present of to-day,
Loved all along the future way,
Fo?' eve,. loved."
NETTlE.
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MANY DEVICES.
" THERE are many devices in a man's heart," and it isa plague when
they dart into it, or out from it, during the service. Some scheme,
idea, or project about something or about nothing, will suddenly
appear in .a very desirable aspect, georgeously attired,andpainted
with vermilion, like the portraits that Aholibah doted upon.. I rather
distrust the suggestions that so obtrude themselves, and am inclined
to let them alone, even when Monday morning comes. Very often
by that time they have made their own escape; it may be having
answered the purpose which the enemy of all righteouslless hoped
they would. He is pleased enough that the people should draw near
to God with their lips, so long as the heart is far from Him, and we are
taken captive before we are .aware. It is a very great and appreciable
mercy when God grants-as regards the wanderings of our rilindan answer of peace to the request that" this day we fall into no sin,
neither run into any kind of· danger." I am sure that it is the work
of the Spirit of God to keep the mind off the affairs that perish with
the using-as they are nothing but a distraction. Power for this
belongs only to Him; but He is very gracious, and often delivers
"from the noise of archers in the places of drawing water," and ever
makes His waiting people joyful in the house of prayer.
The devices to which man's heart is exposed are as varied as' they
are numerous; from holy ones, inspired by God and accepted of
Him, to the wicked and worst schemes of those who "only consult"
to cast the righteous down from his excellency. I was thinking of
the devices of Haman. First he schemed the death of Mordecai, but
thinking it .beneath his dignity to have so insignificant an enemy, he
plotted the destruction of the whole nation of the Jews. Ilis plans
were laid before the king, with all the advantages emphasized that
would accrue to the crown. Then the lot was cast as to when the
slaughter should take place. 'And the Lord was at the casting of the
lot, so that it fell on a date the most distant. His people were to have
time to prepare themselves for the onslaught. One plan remained,
and that was the hanging of Mordecai. So Haman caused the gallows
to be made. Was there any hope left for the poor Jews against such
an array of schemes? Yes, there was hope in the Almighty F.ather
of the race, Whose counsel must stand, whatever militates against it.
His counsel was that on the day that the enemy had appointed for
their annihilation, they had a day of gladness and feasting-a good day,
and of sending portions one to another: such as God gave to us on
December 15th, 1927, in England.
Raman of course was a bad man, and all his devices were evil.
What a contrast his line of things was to the rule followed in the home
of Abr.aham, the friend of God, and in the household of Isaac. But
Abraham's devices were not all pure, and Isaac's were not all pf God.
His heart yearned over his firstborn Esau, and he wanted with great
desire to give him the blessing of the firstborn, although he knew that
God had appointed it for Jacob. I have read that when the blessing
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was bestowed the ceremony was 'not a private one; it was marked.,
as a· very important transaction. Isa.ac, however, was· very anxiour;
to have the blessing bestowed, as it were, before .anyone knew or
could prevent it. So he called Esau and told him of his wish, in hope
that it would be carried furtively through. But,as it says in verse 5
of Genesis xxvii., " Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau," and
was determined that Jacob should have the blessing. What sad
means they all took, but the counsel of the Lord stood, and when
Isaac saw that God had been before him, he bowed to the omnipotent
will, while he trembled very exceedingly, and said," Yea, and he
shall be blessed."
What a comfort it is that" the counsel of the Lord-that shall stand."
He says of His people, " No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper." Pharaoh, Sennacherib, Herod and such like have had many
imit.ators devising wicked devices, only to find that God was above
them. The Lord has meant good, when men have meant evil. If
only we who have tasted, handled, and known His great acts of lovingkindness and deliverance towards us, could le.ave out ways with Him,
would we not have more rest to o)1r souls then we have 1 Yes, we
should, but the Lord leaves us to wander through all our schemes
and thoughts and projects, so that we may be glad more and more
abundantly, that the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand. His eyes.
look right on. Ours look on the right hand and on the left. We
know not what to pray for as we ought, His Spirit makes intercession
according to the. will of God. We may urge our own cause, with
prayers, arguments, and promises, and remember that the Lord said
to one, " Be it unto thee even as thou wilt," and at the same time be
afraid of our prayers and know that the sweetest rest we could possibly,
find would be in s.aying, " Thy will be done." And then it comes
back to us (the Comforter, it may be, brings it to our remembrance)
that His will SHALL be done, and He will give us rest. He will not
judge )lor condemn His people, for He has forgiven them, but He
will perform the thing appointed, and they will yet be blessed and
comforted. "Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts
shall be established."
FOLLOWER-ON.

A NOTABLE DATE.
THE prophet Ezekiel says fifty times that" the word of the Lord came
to him"; and fourteen times he gives the date of the message. On
one of these occasions, in chapter xxiv., he writes a date that would
ever be memorable to himself, as the day in which his wife died. "In
the ninth year, in the tenth mbnth, in the tenth day of' the mont):l,
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, write
. ,c;
thee the name of the (lay, even of this same day."
We have an interesting date in the first month of the year, namely,
·Ja)l. 21st. ,A fierce (3torm of persecution broke in Paris during the
3
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summer of 1534:, and Francis, the king of France, who had been held
back by Margaret his queen, gave orders for the arrest of the more
prominent Protestant subjects. These included Du Bourg, a merchant,
Bartholomew Millon, the poor cripple, Valeton, Poille, and some
others. These were sentenced to death, the sentence to be carried
into effect within three days.
Having thus brought these loyal persons to the stake,.it was .resolved
to impress the populace by a public act. Therefore, on Jan. 21st,
1535, an imposing procession was formed, in which every available
priest was included; and the "host," with much splendour and
ceremony, followed by the king, was carried to N6tre Dame, in the
presence of thousands of spectators. After" mass" had been performed, Francis made an oration, in which he pledged himself to root
out the Protestant heresy ·to the utmost of his power. Immediately
the fires began again to blaze in the public places of Paris; and many
witnesSes to the truth were burned to death.
Another procession was formed in Paris, and another king was a
prominent member of it; but on this occasion it was the king who
was going to his death. On Jan. 21st, 1793, Louis XVI, followed
by a triumphing mob, was taken to the block, and beheaded. As
Romanism had produced one Revolution in France, God was permitting another Revolution by which to punish that unhappy country.
Another event, within the memory of some of us, occurred on the
same date in Paris. On Jan. 21st, 1871, Paris, after a siege of four
months, capitulated to the victorious German army.
It would be a happy thing, on this recurring date in 1933, for England
to remember that God takes notice of all that transpireS in the history
of nations, and that there is a limit to His forbearance. We have
now prevalent in our midst, not only the subtle influence of Romanism,
but the increase of those sins that in every age have called for dire
judgments fro~ heaven. Every departure frpm God's Holy Word
contains within itself the seed of punishment.
There is one remarkable expression in the Bible that occurs on
two neighbouring pages. :' In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build
Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn,
and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to
the word of the Lord, which He spake by Joshua the son of Nun" (1 Kings
xvi. 34:). In this case five hundred years had elapsed since the curse
was pronounced. God never forgets. "And the barrel of meal wasted
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord,
which He spake by Elijah" (xvii. 16). Here only twelve months had
transpired since the promise was given. So that, whether after five
centuries, or after only a few days, God will be true to His word,
whether Qf judgment or of blessing. God never forgets.
Let Britain beware of impending judgment; and let the people of
God rejoice that all His promises are Yea and Amen in Jesus for ever.
0
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DISASTROUS EFFECTS OF SABBATH NEGLECT.
By

THE R~v. PATRICK FAIRBAIRN.

(From the" Free Presbyterian Magazine.")

IT adds much to the force and conclusiveness of all that has been
said upon the necessity of a Sabbath to the life and power of godliness, "that wherever the observance of such a day falls into practical
negljl"ct the conseq\lences to religion are most disastrous. Minister,s
of the Gospel, and teachers and guardians of youth, have often proclaimed it l1S the melancholy result of what they have witnessed in
many lands; that neglected or ill-spent Sabbaths infallibly carry in
their train a declining religion, and, for the most pl1rtalso, a depraved
morality. The chaplains of prisons and correction-houses have in like
miuiner testified that the vast majority of offenders brought under
their notice have been notorious Sabbath-breakers, and that very
frequently their neglect of Sabbath privileges was amongst their first
steps in the car-eer of crime. In a word, all experience testifies' that,
as a sense of religion decays in the soul, or evil habit becomes predominant, the proper duties of a Sabbath are at first disrelished and
afterwards abandoned; and when that takes place it is as when an
embankment gives way-religion has lost its best safeguard and vice
its most effective restraint~the world with its cares or corruptions
becomes ,everything, God and eternity comparatively nothing, If
the man of piety is drawn to the Sabbath as his delight, and feels
that the health of his soul imperatively requires it, the irreligious or
profligate man as surely repels it, and in doing so he, never fails to
reap the bitterness of his own doings; and from both alike a strong
comfirniation is afforded to the truth we have been endeavouring to
es~ablish, that the religion of the Gospel, so far from being repugnant
to a proper Sabbath, in reality stands or falls with its obse~vance.
We trust 'we have now said enough to establish to the conviction
of every serious and truth-loving heart the positions we originally
~dvan2ed regarding the'Sabbath, and shown t:ilat, however some men
;miiy be· a,ble to find pretexts for excusing themselves in the neglect
or profanation of this day of God, those who really cleave to the
ser;vice of God, and take His Word for their sole rule and warrant in
duty, may abide in the conviction that he still requires them to
"remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy." We have writtento
little purpose if our readers are not disposed to join with us in the
pr;tyer of Baxter, which, with only one slight alteration, may form
IJ,:q. appropriate conclusion to our meditations :-" 0 most glorious and
gracious Creator and Redeemer, I humbly return my unfeigned thanks
for,the llnspeakable mercies which I have received on Thy day; and
much more, for so great a mercy to all thy Churches and the world:
ana craying the pardon of the sins which 1 have committed on Thy
day, I beseech Thee to continue this exceeding mercy to Thy Churches
and to,me; tb.at its blessed privileges and comforts may not be forfeited
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and lost; and let me serve Thee in the life, and light, and love of
Thy Spirit, in the~se Thy holy days on earth, till L be prepared for,
and received into, the everlasting rest in heavenly glory. Amen."
SUNDAY CINEMAS AT CROYDQN.
THE Times for Nov. 30th last says:" The Referendum on the Sunday opening of cinemas in Croydon
was taken to-day (i.e., the 29th). 'L'he question on the ballot papers
was: 'Are you for or against the proposal that application should be
made to Parliament for powers enabling the Town Council to allow
cinematograph entertainments on Sundays in: this borough l' The
result was announced last night as follows: For, 34,617; Against,
24,386. Majority for, 10,231."
There are 118,555 electors on the local government register, so that
59,552, i.e., -a little more than half the number, refrained from voting.
A very sad fact in connection with this referendum on the Sunday
opening of Cinemas is that the Bishop of Croydon and many of the
clergy used all their influence to bring about' a decision in favour of
this desecration of the Lord's day. "The Free Church leaders were
almost _all opposed to Sunday opening." The -Morning Post says:
" One of the earliest voters was the Bishop of Croydon, leader of the
advocates of restricted opening and selected films. Many of the
clergy, who are ahnost solidly behind him, drove their own carloads of
eager voters."
.
We learn that" Maidstone has already held a similar referendum,
the result of which was in favour of Sunday cinemas."
Thus the world and the professing Church are joining hands to
promote the breach of a Divine law, and are thus helping forward
the development of the predicted lawlessness which is to characterize
the last days.
.
_
.
'rhe old reverence for the Lord's day is becoming increasingly
extinct.. The Times for Mondll.Y, Nov. 28th, reported that the Prime
Minister "returned to London yesterday (i.e., Sunday) afternoon.
Tnroughout the evening he was in consultation with his -leading
colleagues in the Cabinet on the reply to the America Il Note which is
to be sent by the British Government at the earliest possible moment."
Those present included Mr. Baldwin, Sir John Simon, and Mr.
Chamberlain. "Officials from the Foreign Office and the Treasury,
were in attendance to furnish any information that might be required:"
Can we wonder that our nation is still suffering from unemployment,
bad trade, and heavy taxation, when God is forgotten, His commandments disregarded, His day desecrated and the truth of His Word
denied 1 How can we expect to be delivered from our national trials
and difficulties if we disregard .God's law, and depend entirely _on
<;mr own wisdom 1 "Happy is that people whose God is the Lord ,,'
(Ps. cxliv. 15). Such happiness, however, cannot appertaintothose
who are <' lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" (2 Tim. oiil?4).
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In .emoriam.
MISS ABIQAIL FINCHAM.
A KIND correspondent has sent us the following interesting "In
Memoriam" notice of the late Miss Fincham. In doing so he says,
. " The GOSPEL MAGAZINE and The English Churchman were the only
periodicals that she read regularly in the last twenty years of her
life, I believe."
We did not know Miss Fincham personally, but we have had many
letters from her testifying to her love for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and
for the truths tor which it stands. We feel sure that our readers
will be glad to have this notice of one of God's departed saints.
" Abigail Fincham was born in the parish of Feltwell, Norfolk, on
October 8th, 1850. At about the age of 6 to 7 years her parents
both died. It was then arranged by the family that her grandparents
on her mother's side, both of whom knew and loved the truth as it
is in Jesus, and were very gracious persons, should take charge of
her. They attended the chapel at Lakenheath. The child used,
sometimes, to be taken there with them. She was a good listener
to the truths advanced there, as far as she could understand them,
and was gifted with a retentive memory, and remembered much that
fell from the lips of Mr. George Wright, who was then past~r of the
Church. She derived more scriptural knowledge directly or indirectly
from his ministry than from any other source during her whole
childhood,
" In her early girlhood she went into the service of some people who
made a profession of the name of Christ, and were open communion
Baptists in heart and principle. As there was no Baptist cause at
Feltwell, they attended the Wesleyan Chapel. On on~ occasion a
young lady was reading the twenty-first chapter of Revelation when
the Holy Spirit's work in the soul of the young girl was renewed and
deepened, and she was made to feel her condition as a sinner before
God as never previously.' The friends at the Wesleyan Chapel noticed
her serious and thoughtful demeanour and drew her in amongst them,
in spite of her reluctance, to attend their special meetings. Nevertheless, after'some time their urgent persuasions prevailed, and she
was induced to attend their class meetings; but on being asked to
relate her experiences she never could get further than that she
desired salvation through the Lord Jesus. These meetings were held
weekly. She used to dread the time for them to come round, yet felt
impelled to attend. Some time after she was urged to attend their
Love feasts. These were, as she understood them, to symbolize the
unity of love felt for each other; She thought these feasts were not
so solemn as the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, and although she
always felt her unfitness to associate with Christians as such, yet
she could not give a reasonable excuse for not staying, nor did she
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know the difference between free will and free grace, but always felt
uncomfortable when the ministers spoke against election, and there
ever seemed a yearning in her soul for something more than she found
there, a disposition of unrest from without, and altogether apart from
inward experience, but she had no doubt of the class leader's Christianity. They used to tell her she was just the right character. It was
needy sinners Jesus came to save, and she felt she was that; but as
to giving her heart, believing and rejoicing as they did, she felt it
was impossible.
"The ordinance of the Lord's Supper was administered once a
quarter, and she was told by one of the local preachers that it was her
bounden dutY' to partake,as she was really one of them, which she
did, but endured agony of soul and never again could she stay to this
,ordinance, although she could, not see how she could getaway, and
prayed for a way 9f escape, but she feared to call her poor breathings prayerS'. She used to take her difficulties and soul anxieties to
God in hroken cries, and verily believed that God s,aw the desires of
her soul, yea, that His fear really prompted them.
,
" About this time she obtained leave to meet some of her relations,
and accompanied them to Lakenheath. She had so wished to hear
the Gospel proclaimed once more in that chapel, and from the lips
of Mr. G. Wright. She felt the truth of his ministry, yet could not
understand wherein the difference of other ministries existed. To her
great disappointment Mr. Wright was not preaching that Sunday.
The senior deacon read a most blessed sermon preached by Mr.
Septimus Sears, entitled, 'The White Fringe and Ribbon of Blue,.'
or' The Believer's Badge.' It was the means of blessing to her soul
and long remembered.
"In due course an opening was presented to go to live at Lakenhe~th,
and. of which shegladlyavailed herself. She now attended regUlarly
at the chapel, enjoying the Gospel's joyful sound.
"In the order of God's provide~ce,after thes'e events, she was led
to London, accepting a post at Hornsey, and afterwards at Hackney.
She could not discover a Strict Baptist Chapel, so she attended a
Congregational Church, but could not find the food she desired';. yet
occasionally the ministry was helpful to her,although the minister
rarely missed an opportunity of denouncing the' doctrine of election.
Miss Fincham has many times regretted that at that time she did.not
know that there were Strict Baptist chapels in the neighbourhcwd.
Later she heard of such within an easy distance of her home"
"In the year 1870 she left Hackney to reside at Ealing, and was
directed by her mistress toa Baptist Chapel in Ealing Dean, and
found much disappointment in the niinistry, although at times she
found help~
"When frequently told that she had only to believe she would recall
the hymn
'Oh, could I but believe
ITlien all would'easy be.'
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But .the language of her heart was
"Tis Do point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord or no,
Am I His or a.m I not?'
" At this time Miss Fincham was much helped in reading The Gospel
Standard, The Liule Gleaner, and The Sower, also a copy of the Baptist
Almanac, in which she saw that there was a Strict Baptist Chapel in
New North Road, Old Brentford, under the pastorate of Mr. J. Parsons,
~here Gadsby's hymns were used. (The same book is still in use.)
She quickly found her way to the Chapel, and endeavoured to attend
the services as often as possible. It pleased the Holy Spirit to lead
her on, and to open the eyes of her understanding to see more and
more the blessedness of such a ministry. Here she found her spiritual
home. On one occasion Mr. Parsons preached a sermon from the
portion referring to the cities of refuge, and after describing the
condition of the awakened sinner,and lifting up Christ as the only
place of shelter from avenging justice for a sin-stricken soul, he added,
" Fly then, oh, fly, awakened sinner, to that pnly refuge, Christ." Her
soul was then like a watered garden, which had drunk in the living
stream and was strengthened under the refreshing influence of it. .
"She continued to derive much blessing under Mr. Parsons's ministry,
and in due time asked for an interview with him in relation to seeking
membership. Mr. Dimmock, deacon, and Mr. Thomas Voysey, were
appointed as messengers to visit her, after which she was asked 'to
give her experience before the Church, which she did on April 13th,
1873, and was informed by Mr. Parsons that the Church was pleased
with her testimony and had unanimously agreed to receive her into
membership after baptism. On April 27th, 1873, she was baptized. .....
by Mr. Parsons. Before leading her into the water, he spoke very
faithfully, solemnly, and affectionately to her, saying, 'You are
witnessing to men, angels and devils that you belong to the Lord
Jesus Christ,' and he impressed upon her the necessity of seeking to
live to His honour and glory. To her it was a season of deep joy,
and she was favoured to realize a sweet, sacred and solemn pleasure
in the observance of the ordinance.
" Miss Fincham continued an honourable member 01 the Church at
North Road until she was called to higher service on June 5th, 1932,
aged 81 years. She records having received during the remainder of
Mr. Parsons's ministry, .and in the interval between his retirement
and the settlement of Mr. Mutimer, encouragement and help by the
supplies, mentioning the names of Mr. J. Carr, Mr. J. Bush, Mr. T.
Voysey, and Mr.. Belcher.
" Her diary records seasons of much help and blessing derived from
Mr. Mutimer's long ministry of thirty-nine years.
" She was buried at Ealing Cemetery on June 8th, Mr. Mutimer
conducting the service in the Chapel and at the grave. By her death
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we lose the oldest member of our assembly, she having stood No. 1
on the Church Roll for several years. Though our old friend was not
able to attend regularly throughaffiiction for some years, we sustain
the loss of a member who until the last prayed for spiritual blessing
to attend our' little hill '-to' use her own phrase-and also that
good success might attend our Pastor's ministry."
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AT the very ripe age of ninety, Mr. I. B. Young, of Leatherhead.,
passed away on Oct. 26th. For sixty-three years he had resided in
_Leatherhead. Until three years ago lie was a lover of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE and read it regularly. Then his powers of application
and reading failed. He has left behind him a son, Mr. John Young,
who is the SecretarY of the Leatherhead Gas Company, one daughter,
Miss Lydia Young, and one grandson.
We are glad to say that his son Mr. John Young is a lover of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We extend our warm Christian sympathy to the
family.
FEARING THE REMOVAL OF THE GOSPEL.
By STEPHEN CHARNOCK.
(1) Is not our profaneness a just ground of our fear ~ _Is there not
more wickedness found amongst us, where the glorious Gospel hath
shined, than among them that live under the fogs of the Turkish
Alkoran ~ Have not our fruits been grapes of Sodom and clusters
of Gomorrah ~ Have not many, that have been lifted up to heaven
by. the presence of the Gospel, walked as if they had the seal of hell
in their foreheads 1 A fulness of iniquity makes the harvest ripe,
and fit for the sickle (Joel iii. 13). Why may we not fear the clouding
of the Gospel, as well as we have heard of Moses breaking the tables
of the law, when he found a people given to luxury, sensuality and
idolatry 1 When Eli the priest is remiss, and Phinehas his son is
profane; when there is little care of the true worship -of God, and no
censures for profaneness of life, is not the fruit of this an Ichabod,
"the departure 'of the glory from Israel" 1 (1 Sam. iv.) 21). What
can be expected when the punishment of profaneness is neglected, and
the practice of piety has been discouraged ~ When the Jewish vineyard brought forth wild grapes, God commanded the clouds to rain
no more on it (Isa. v. 6).
(2) Is not the slighting of the means of grace a just ground of this
fear 1 When we have fought against God with His own gifts, and
contemned that rich mercy; we cannot want without ruin. Doth not
every man's observation witness that this contempt of the Gospel
hath been a national sin in those frequent and repeated endeavours
to suppress the -purity of it, and tire out the professors of it: and as
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a great man saith; " They had rather part with the Gospel than part
with a rag." And is it not to be observed, that in many of those
places where the Gospel was powerfully preached in our memories,
the very sense of it seems to be worn out 1 What can be expected
when children throw a precious commodity in the dirt, but that the
parents should take it away and lay it in another place, and lash them
too for their vanity 1 When the Gadarenes desired Christ to depart
from their coasts, Christ granted their wish and turned His back.
When there cis no delight in the Word, Sabbath, Gospel, then comes
a famine of the Word (Amos viii. 11). After Christ had pronounced
a woe upon Bethsaida (Matt. xi. 21), though He came afterwards to
the town and had the opportunity of curing a blind man, He would
not· do it in the town, and commanded him, after he was restored,
not to go into the town, nor tell it to any inhabitants of it (Mark
viii. 22, 26). He would spill no water upon that ground He had cursed.
(3) And what shall I say of the barrenness of the Church's womb 1
How few real converts are there brought forth of the Church's womb,
and nursed upon the Church's knees 1 God seems to have written
barrenness upon her womb, and di'yness upon her breasts. Doth not
ignorance sway where the Gospel triumphed 1 When the ground
yields but a faint increase, and answers not the cost and labour of
the husbandman, he lays it fallow. The abatemen1i of the powerful
workings of the Spirit is a presage of a removal or dimming the light
in the candlestick. When God withdraws gifts from His ministers,
and the Spirit from the hearers, it is a sign He will take away that
lamp, into which He will pour no more oil.
May we not add to this the apostasy of the age 1 Where is the
old primitive spirit, I had almost said puritan spirit, that sincere love
to all the truths of the Gospel, that valuation of all its ordinances 1
What generous designs are taken up to glorify and propagate it 1
Here pride and worldliness, like Pharaoh's lean kine, devour the fat
ones of spiritual duties. How seldom have we a sense 'of God, an
estimation of Christ when we speak of Him!
(4) And may not the errors in the nation step in as the occasion
of our fears 1 Not little petty errors, but errors about the foundation,
when the doctrine of justification is not only denied, but scoffed at ;
a doctrine which, as it was owned or opposed, was deservedly accounted
in the first times of the Reformation... .-The Gospel Standard.

" IT is a very great fault in any ministry if the doctrine of justification
by faith alone be not most clearly taught. I will go further, and add
that it is not only a great fault but a fatal one; for souls will NEVER
find their way to heaven by a ministry that is indistinct upon the most
fundamental of Gospel truths. We are justified by faith and not by ,
the works of the law. The merit by which a soul enters heaven is not ,I
'its own; it is the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."O. H. Spurgeon.
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"YEA, I WILL HELP THEE."
WH1..T a delightful promise for the new year! Do you know, my
young readers, where to find it ~ It is in Isaiah xli. 10, and is the
middle promise of three in this remarkable verse. A godly clergyman,
whom I knew for some years, and who is now at Home with the Lord,
had delighted in, the verse for many years. He was converted"when
only eight years of age, and lived for more than seventy years afterwards
to be a faithful witness of the Saviour Whom he loved and served.
It was a joy to me to 'hear him lead in prayer at 'our family gathering,
particularly on a Lord's day morning, and to hear him later in the
day unfold ,the Scriptures.
Will Y01! learn the whole verse off by heart ~ You may be very'
glad some day that you have done so. I repeat the words to myself
frequently, and find help in doing so. It is well to eaU to mind the
blessed assurances of God's Word, imdthe precious promises contained
.in it. Just think for a moment Who it is Who says to each believing
heart: "Yea, I will help thee." He is the Creator of the universe,
Who upholds all things by the word ef His P9wer. When you see
the stars shiping in the sky on a clear night, remember Who made
them, and Who keeps them always in their right order. This is just
one reminder of His marvellous power. And yet it is He Who says
to the weakest and humblest of His dear children, "Yea, I will help
thee." The promise is to all who call upon Him for, help in their time
of need. The Psalmist loved to think of God as the Creator, for we
read in Psalm cxxi. 2, "My help cometh from the Lord, which made
heaven and earth."
What a privilege it is to be able at all times to seek help where it
can be obtained! A boy was asked in his mother's presence to
undertake 'something which he had never done before. He did not
at once reply, but his mother said encouragingly, " You know where
to get help." So he did what he was asked and got on well. Spin~ of
you may need help in your lessons at school. Many of the Lord's
children can tell how God has answered their cry for help in examinations. ' All of you who belong ,to Jesus should lift up your heart in
prayer to God as you receive each paper. Then read it carefully over
before beginning to write. It only takes a second to cry, " Lord, help
me." Others may feel the need of help in the office, in teaching, or
in home duties. Wherever you are placed, you need frequently to
ask your Heavenly Father for His gracious help. Remember that
;He is able to supply every need.
Those who do not know the Lord may say scornfully of the believer,
" There is no help for him in his God," but he knows wen that God is
his Refuge, "a very present help in trouble." May each of my dear
young friends be kept all through this year looking for help to our
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gracious God, Who promises, " Yea, I will help thee," as jf to assure
us .with certainty that His promise cannot faiL Thus," looking unto
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith", you will no doubt have
a very happy new year.
E. A. H.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund;£ s. d.
£ s. d.
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Ellis, Mrs.
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Fisher, 'Mr. W.
0 9 0 Smith, Mrs. A.
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Gimpson, Mrs. M.
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Gunn, Mr. A...
o 10 0 Warren, Mr. A.
Hatch, Miss
1 14 0 White, Pastor S. W.
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Hipwell, Miss ..
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Hoadley, Mrs. G.
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Huzzey, Mrs. E.
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THE FR·EE DISTRIBUTION FUND.-The Trustees of the GOSPEL
'MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following donations; Mrs. M. Tetlow; 4/-; Mr. A. Gunn, 2/6.

" THE office of the SpIrit, then, which is promised to us, is not to
feign new and unheard-of revelations, or to coin a new system of
doctrine, which would seduce us from the received doctrine of the
Gospel) but to seal to our minds the same doctrine which the Gospel
delivers. '~-Oalvin.

f

,.
42

The Gospel Magazine
18tnte~tant

~elltnn.

MUSICAL SERVICE: IS IT RIGHT 1
By THE LATE REV. JAMES NEIL, M.A.
WE give below two more extracts from the Rev. James Neil's book
on Musical Service: Is it Right?
/1. THE RULE OF EXPEDIENCY AS TO FORMS OF DIVINE WORSHIP.
The words, "Let ALL THINGS be done DECENTLY and IN ORDER"
(1 Cor. xiv. 40), so far from leaving open the whole question of how
public worship ought to be cond:ucted, as some seem to suppose,
simply refer back to three important matters in connection with such
worship, which had been already absolutely decided by the apostle in
·thQ formet part of the chapter-namely, I. That they should not
:preach or pray in an unknown tongue, unless they there and then
translated what they said (verses 2-26). 11. That they should not
speak two or three at once, but in turn, one after .the other (verses
27-33). Ill. That they should not let their women speak publicly
in the Church assemblies (verses 34-39).
.
It is said that the words of this verse, 1 Corinthians xiv. 40, lay
'down "the rule of expediency." "Expediency," used in this sense,
signifies, as any good dictionary will show, " the suitableness of means
to accomplish an object." The object here being worship, to speak
of " expediency" in such a case, is to declare that God, so strict and
jealous as to every principle and detail of Divine worship under the
Old Covenant, has, under the New, left it entirely to man to decide
"the suitableness of the means" to be employed for that purpose!
Sometimes the same .argument drawn from this text is stated. to the
effect" that everything in worship is to be done to edification," .that
is, "to building up [of the Church]," but the question is, what are
the means to effect this" building up "-those laid down at the foundation of His Church by God Himself in the New Testament, or those
from time. to time devised by man 1
The argument drawn from" expediency" which is the usual argument employed by Evangelical men on this subject, is really in many
cases,as shown in these " Reasons," the setting up of human judgment
on questions already decided by God in His Holy Word. But. even
were this argument lawful in all matters concerning worship (which
it is not), observe to what uncertain and disastrous results it has led.
For many allege "expediency" on several grounds to be in favour
of singing every word of public worship-to say nothing of other most
superstitious and worldly practices-and this pr,inciple leaves each
congregation, or each Church, to be the sole judge ; and, as all history.
shows, where it is once admitted, has in every instance, slowly but
surely, produced the utmost formalism and ritualistic extravagance.
This is in the very nature of things, for man has well been called,
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from one of his chief distinguishing features, " a worshipping animal,"
and, whenever he has been guided for any great length of time by
"expediency," has gradually fallen-and never more than in Christendom-little by little into the grossest idolatry .and superstition.
The argument, drawn as I have shown from the letter and spirit
of the New Testament, cuts all idolatry .and superstition down .at the
roots, and utterly prevents their rise, and would unite believers every.where by means of a common simplicity, directness, and spirituality
of worship, which would make them all virtually at one in their public
approaches to God. On the other hand, leaving the matter open to
" expediency "-that is, man's thought .as to the right form of Divine
service rather than God's thought-has produced a hopelessly dis~
cordant; disuniting diversity. This may be seen in the irreconcilable
differences of worship in the Churches of Rome, Greece, Syria, Armenia,
Georgia, Egypt, Abyssinia, and England-to speak of no other sections
of the Babel of Modern Christendom.
. Let me earnestly ask those who have hitherto been inclined to
think that the words" DECENTLY and IN ORDER" taken by themselves
apart from the context are the only inspired guide to the form of our
public devotions: "How can so important a matter as the nature
of that worship which' the Father' .is now' seeking' (John iv. 23),
the highest of all service, have been indicated only in one single text,
and even there only by way of inference, which men may and do draw in
entirely different and opposing ways?" Surely, if this is so, the case'
for simple spiritual worship is hopeless, seeing that no very important
truth in Scripture has been left to stand on even one direct statement,
much less on one which is only inferential!
2. ," NEW METHODS."
The following is a .letter addressed some years ago by the Rev.
Archibald G. Brown to the Editor of the British Weekly :." That a great change has come over Evangelistic enterprise none
can deny. So great indeed is the change, that some of us who have
been nearly all our life engaged in the work, now hardly know where
we. are. The preaching used to be the sole attraction. JUdging from
the announcements placarded on all our walls it is now one of- the
least.. . Choirs, solos, cornets, stringed bands, organ recitals, and I
know not what besides, are the baits held out. The Bible is being
shelved, and simple exposition giving place to smart anecdotes and
the relation of ' past experiences' which were better forgotten as they
have been forgiven. The great aim seems to be to make a service
, bright' and 'pleasant' rather than soul-searching. 'A happy
evening' is about the last thing an unconverted soul needs, and
about the l~st thing he 'Yould get were Paul the preacher. There is
all too little mention of the sinfulness of sin and the righteo1J.sness of
God.. Pleasing the people llas taken the place 'of warning them.
',rhe result .is that the taste of the mas~es has become vitiated. They
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have drunk of the wine of sensationalism until a service with no other
attraction than 'the Book' seems flat and insipid. Like dramdrinking, the dose has to be perpetually increased or it loses its effect.
At the present time there is a dead indifference among the people
which, in my judgment, the rank sensationalism of the past few years
is largely accountable for. We must get back to simplicity of method,
or there will be evil times ahead. The Bible must be more honoured,
and reliance placed alone on the Spirit's application of the Word.
The clap-trap of the day is degrading the work of Christ and demoralizing the people. It gives the infidel ground for saying-all one did
to my knowledge lately-' Their Christ is played out.' This remark
was made as he pointed toa flaming bill outside a mission~hall announcing some special attractions. That some churches and chapels are
little, if any, better in no wise .affects the question. It only makes the
matter.the more serious. Then look again at what is done on a weekday, and none in the' name of Christian work! What would our
grandfathers have said to such an announcement as this in connection
with supposed Evangelistic work ~-' Grand pictorial comic pantomime!
Lots of fun and roars of laughter for everybody! Come early!'
Entertainments, concerts, tableaux, and such lib are playing havoc
with the work of God. In the name of religion our children are heing
trained for the theatre, and und~r the shadow of the name of Christ
young people are being introduced to the 'world.' The devil never
did a cleverer thing than when he suggetsed.to the Church of Christ
that it was part of her mission to amuse the people. The Lord come
to our rescue, or we shall soon have Holy Ghost power' amused' out
of our sanctuaries and halls. More Bible teaching, more prayer, more
reverence, more simplicity, more Puritanism, more going outside the
camp to a rejected Christ-these are the great needs of to-day."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
EXCELLENT meetings were held on Nov. 21st in the Edward Wood
Hall, Leicester, in connection with the auxiliary in that city. '!J.'he
Rev. L. Hasler presided over the afternoon meeting, and urged the
claims of the Society. Addresses were given by the Rev,G. Bird /Iond
Rev. H. R. Talbot. In the evening the Rev. S. Champion occupied
the Chair. The Treasurer's statement was very cheering, and the Rev.
G. Bird and Rev. H. R. Talbot spoke. The Secretary had an opportunity of bringing the needs of the Society before the friends 'on both
occasions. Sales of Work have been held at Horley, Croydon, Hastings,
Hawkhurst, Cranbrook, and other places with very good results.
Services on behalf of the Society will (n.v.) be held at Borough Green,
Kent, on Jan. 19th, and at Park Ridings, Wood Green, on the evening
of the 26th.
With 1090 pensioners looking for help from the Society, the Committee hope for the continued and increased support of many friends.
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QtotteaponlJenCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY ANn -NAVY:
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the be-ginning of ll.llother year we would praise
the Lord for all His goodness in leading all through the pas~ twelye'month, and wait upon Him for the future. Difficult as the times are,
:and they may become more difficult as the days go by, yet we hope
.",that ,by His kind providence we may scatter much precious seed
'amongst our men. A missionary to sailors has just written: "I
,thank you for your letter, also the parcel of literature received to-day,
lhope to be able in due course to place this literature on board various
~hips and trust the effort thus made may be the means of leading
some to Christ. I am pleased to know that the Master has still spared
you to continue the noble work you are now doing for His sake. May
you have richest blessing on your splendid efforts." Another writes;
" I have had long heart-to-heart talks with the coloured men, and am
J1stonished at their grip of eternal truths. It is becoming increasingly
difficult for them to get ships, yet these men are quiet in their trust,
'and have taught me lessons of faith in God."
,
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield Street,
R. E. BRIDER. "
Totterdown, Bristol, 4,
December, 1932.

lltebtewa nnb fl,ottua of ll)ooaa.
"'THE; OXFORD MOVEMENT EXPOSED." By Rev. T.. Houghton.
Price Is. 6d. net. (The GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, 23, Bedford
Str~et, Strand, London, W.C.2; also Thynne & Co. Ltd., Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, and all booksellers.)
'The English Ohurchman says :"
"Mr: Houghton has proved his points by a series of telling quotations,
and has collected into convenient compass a clear and concise exposure
()f the aims 'and methods of the Tractarian conspiracy."
The Bible Witness says :"Mr. Houghton presents If'"-carefully prepared statement in which
he clearly sets forth the Romewardcharacter of the Movement, and
its relation to the Confessional, the Thirty-nine Articles, its leavening
'influence and its subtle effects as seen in hymnology."
The Ohur.chman's Magazine says :'I The author is one of the' Old' Evangelicals, and stands in contrast
with the' New,' in that he adheres to the doctrines of Grace
aIiq desires no compromise with Romish ritual in ,any shape or form.
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In addition, there is a sermon in these pages which the more modern
so-called Evangelical might well heed.
" The purpose of this volume is to give a, fair and faithful sketch of
the rise of the Oxford Movement; as well as to expose its Romanising
of the National Church, and, so to warn against the subtle attempt
now assuming considerable proportions-to bring about a general
observance of the Centenary of the Oxford Movement during 1933.
"Mr: Houghton has well documented his facts and, has drawn them
from many sources. They emphasize the terrible conspiracy to change
the 'character of the English Church, which has stained the a,nnals of
this last ce~tury. In several paragraphs Bishop John Charles Ryle
is laid under tribute, and we fancy a reader's final verdict, after perusing
Mr. Houghton's pages, will be summarized in the late Bishqp's words,
.;' That Ritualism is a Romeward movement and that it leads to Popery,
is as clear to my mind, as the sun at noonday.' "
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GOSPEL ECHOES. Edited by Clement Wileman. Price Is. (Clement
Wileman, 74, Vivian Avenue, London, N.W.4.)
Gospel Echoes is a monthly magazine 'of eight pages, price one halfpenny, which is edited by Mr. Clement Wileman. The copies for
twelve months are bound in cloth, and are sold at the low price of one
shilling. The volume is well illustrated. It contains many interesting and helpful articles, although we do not endorse every word
in' it. This is the forty-seventh volume.
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We have also received
GOSPEL ECHOES DIARY for ).933.
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p'rice one penny.
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JESUS OHRIST-LIVING OR DEAD 1 Price 2d.; 100 for 12s. 6d." (Churc,h
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2.)
This is an attractively-printed 'booklet setting forth clearly and
simply the finished character of our Lord's redeeming work" and
exposing the folly of thinking of Him as a dead Christ, and making
use of " a wooden Christ on a wooden cross; or a metal 'Christ on a
metal cross," to worship Him. It is "intended as a missionary
message for placing in the hands of Allglo-Catholics.',

In'.

" LOVE to the Person of Christ gives life and pleasure to all obedience:"
John Owen.
"JESUS CHRIST is the chiefcorner-s,tone that God hath laid in His
spiritual building. The corner-stone stays inseparably with I the
building, supports it, unites it, and adOl:ns it: so does Christ' by ,His
holy Church, His spiritual house."-Matthew.Henry"s Commentary.
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