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A NEW YEAR'S WORD.

" I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation."
HEBREWS xiii. 22.
WHEN this number of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE reaches our many
readers, a new year will have dawned or will be about to dawn.
Naturally our first word to them is to wish them all a very happy
New Year. All the members of the LORD'S family know well
that the only source of real and abiding happiness is the GOD
Who hath blessed His people with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in CHRIS1'. " Happy is he," sayR the Psalmist, "that hath
the GOD of J acob for His help, whose hope is in the LORD his
GOD" (Ps. cxlvi. 5). All the members of the LORD'S family are
warranted to say, "Our help is in the Name of the LORD, Who
made heaven and earth" (Ps. cxxiv. 8). They can also say, as
they review the past, " Hitherto hath the LORD helped us " (1 Sam.
vii. 12). Moreover, as they look into the future they can say,
" The LORD hath been mindful of us: He will bless us." "Goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life" (Ps. cxv. 12;
xxiii. 6).
The mercy of the LORD being "from everlasting to everlasting
upon them that fear Him," their happiness is eternally secured.
This does not mean that they will be free from temptation and
trial, but it means that they will never be destitute of the LORD'S
presence, and of His goodness and mercy. It is still abidingly
true that" He hath said. I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
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So that we may boldly say, "The LORD is my Helper, and I will
not fear what man shall do unto me" (Heb. xiii. 5, 6). We may
therefore go forth into the new year assured of the presence, power,
guidance, blessing, and favour of our Covenant-keeping GOD.
We feel it a great privilege and responsibility to be permitted,
through the pages of this MAGAZINE, to write from month to month
to large numbers of the LORD'S beloved, chosen, redeemed and
regenerated family. Our correspondence indicates that we have
readers in South Mrica, Australia, Tasmania, Canada, India,
British Columbia, Burma, China, and the Bahamas, besides in
J!1ngland, Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Though we have not seen
the majority of our readers in the flesh, we regularly pray for them
once a week that the LORD may enable them to shine as lights
in the various places where the LORD has put them in His providence.
GOSPEl, MAGAZINE readers, in proportion to their grasp of the great
truths for which this Magazine stands, have a peculiar responsibility.
The more the LORD has taught them of His precious truth, the
more should they be found walking in the truth. The doctrines
of grace applied to our hearts by the SPIRIT should make us very
humble. They teach us that we are all "by nature children of
wrath" and so " dead in trespasses and sins" that we are absolutelv
helpless and indisposed to seek after GOD or to desire His salvation.
Unless the GOD of all grace, "Who is rich in mercy, had loved us
and quickened us together with CHRIST, we had still been dead
in trespasses and sins. Unless He had sent His only-begotten,
and eternal, and well-beloved SON to redeem us from the curse of
the law, that curse would 4ave fallen certainly upon us. An
eternal hell would have been our portion. It is GOD Himself,
"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His Own purpose and
grace, which was given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9).
It is no credit to us, then, that we are amongst His saved people.
Our adoption into His family and our consequent heirship to the
glories of heaven are entirely" According to the good pleasure of
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 5, 6).
As " He hath mercy on whom He will have mercy" (Rom. ix. 15),
it is solely due(to His sovereign will that we have experienced His
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mercy. He might, if He chose, have passed us by. But He has
not done so, forever blessed be His holy Name. Instead of
abandoning us to our just deserts, "According to His mercy He
saved us." " Where is boasting then 1 It is excluded" (Rom. iii.
27). What room, then, is there for harshness towards those who
have not tasted of His mercy 1 Or what room is there for harsh
words towards those who do not grasp the truths which we grasp.
We have nothing which we did not receive. It is by the grace
of God that we know what we know, and that we are what we are.
How humbly then should we walk before Him. How we should
tremble at His Word. How ruthlessly we should repudiate every
self-congratulating or proud thought which may arise in our
hearts. From first to last our salvation is of Him. "Of Him,
and through Him, and to Him are all things: to ·Whom be glory
for ever" (Rom. xi. 36). May we be enabled by His grace to
say unreservedly, "Not unto us, 0 LORD, not unto us, but unto
Thy Name give glory" (Ps. cxv. 1).
Our second word is a ward about prayer and the prayerjul reading
oj GOD'S Word.
If we are to know the mind and truth of GOD we must give
ourselves to the daily reading of His Word. There is such a
multiplicity of books, papers and magazines in these days that
we are all in danger of allowing such publications to crowd
out the Word of GOD. We hope that family prayer and the
reverent reading of the word is customary in all the homes
where THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE is valued and read. But besides
this, there is need for private reading and prayer. It is a
good thing to rise sufficiently-early every day so as to have
time for private reading of the Word and private prayer ere we
mingle with others and ere we face the duties of each day. When
we open our Bibles it is well if we can say from our hearts, "I will
hear what GOD the LORD will speak" (Ps. lxxxv. ~l In reality
it is CHRIST our Divine LORD ,¥ho speaks in the Word. It is His
SPIRIT "Vho inspired the writers of the books of the Bible (1 Pet. i.
11), and the great characteristic of all His sheep is to hear His
Voice, speaking to them in His Word. "Hear ye Him" is the
command of GOD from heaven to all CHRIST'S disciples. Then,
if the fruits of His salvation are to abound in our hearts and lives,
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what need to give ourselves to prayer, morning, noon, and night
and many times between. Vain indeed is a clear knowledge of
Divine truth if its sanctifying effects are not manifest in our walk
and conversation. But who is sufficient to walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith he is called? Not one of us. Hence, dear
friends, we need to pray without ceasing for that all-sufficient
grace which our GOD is able to make to abound towards us.
When occasionally we hear of some of GOD'S true people grievously falling, how their cases should humble us, and make us more
watchful and prayerful. The warning words of the apostle need
ever to be kept in mind, "Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12).
Our third word is a word about ~eparation.
The LORD'S people are in the world but not of it. They are not
of the world, but have been" chosen out of the world" (John xv.
19). It follows that" the friendship of the world is enmity with
GOD" (James iv. 4). The apostolic command is, "Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the FATHER is not in him" (1 John ii. 15).
Worldly companionships, worldly pleasures, worldly books, worldly
music, and worldly customs and ways are to be avoided. We
shall be thought singular and narrow-minded if we walk in holy
separation from these evil things, but we must not mind what the
world may think of us. Our constant aim should be to please
GOD, and to glorify His Name.
There is grave danger of compromising associations. A desire
for a united front is often expected, and we are asked to sink our
differences and unite as one man against some particular form
of evil, but in doing so we are encouraging some other form or
forms of evil. There is really nothing to choose between Modernism
and Sacerdotalism, and we need to stand against both. There
can be no communion between light and darkness. " Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the LORD"
(2 Cor. vi. 14, 17).
Our fourth word is a word about steadfastness.
We live in days when all manner of novelties are presented to
our Illinds. Christian Science, Russellism, British Israelism,
Spiritism and "Buckmanism" are amongst the popular move-
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ments of the day. Never was there more need to prove all things,
and then to hold fast that which is good. One thing we need to
remember is that there is such a thing as fixed, unalterable, abiding
and unchanging truth. That truth is the Word of GOD. "For
ever, 0 LORD, Thy word is settled in heaven" (Ps. cxix. 89).
"The Word of Our GOD shall stand for ever" (Isa. xl. 8). The
Gospel of GOD'S grace is "the everlasting Gospel." "Though we
or an angel from heaven," says the Apostle Paul, "preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8).
All saving truth is in the Bible. Listen not, then, to those
who preach doctrines and practise methods which are not sanctioned by the Word of GOD. Be content to walk in the old paths
and to believe that you cannot improve on God's method of saving
His people. It pleases Him, through what is regarded as the
foolishness of preaching the Gospel, to save them that believe.
Be content with the Divine command to preach the Gospel to
every creature, and be assured that GOD will accompany the
preaching of that Gospel with the regenerating power of His
SPffiIT when, and where, and to the extent He pleases. Do not
imagine that we are wrong in following the example of CHRIST
and His apostles, and do not imagine that the new-fangled teachings
and methods of the twentieth century are an improvement on
the teachings and methods of the inspired apostles in the first
century.
Stand fast in the old faith. "Be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the LORD, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain: in the LORD" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
" Stand fast in one SPffiIT, with one mind striving together for
the faith of the GOSPEL" (Phil. i. 27).
Beware of a shuttlecock theology. Beware of being "carried
about by every wind of doctrine" (Ephes. iv. 14).
Our concluding word is a word about perseverance in the work of
the LORD.
We live in days of great indifference to spiritual things. The
LORD'S day is increasingly desecrated and the LORD'S truth is
increasingly despised and rejected. With few exceptions Churches
and Chapels are but thinly attended. So great has been the
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indifference that many ministers and members of congregations
have given way to the temptation to resort to other than Scriptural
methods to attract young people and their seniors to the services
on the LORD'S day. In Churches belonging to the Church of
England surpliced choirs have been resorted to and musical services
are depended on to attract the people. Nonconformist Churches
are not far behind in this matter. They, too, are depending on
music, anthems and solo-singing to attract the masses. Girl
Guides, Boys' Brigades, Church Lads' Brigades, and other organizations are resorted to so as to attract the young people. We have
been suprised to learn that places formerly regarded as strict,
now resort to harvest decorations and anthems to attract congregations on special occasions. Worldly and fleshly entertainments
are now quite common and all manner of unscriptural methods are
resorted to, to get money for the LORD'S work. Yet with all
these novelties the attendance at Churches and Chapels has gone
down enormously, and the pure Gospel of the grace of GOD is
largely absent from professedly Christian pulpits.
The time would seem to have come when neither ministers nor
people (in a large number of cases) will endure sound doctrine,
and they have turned away their ears from the truth and are
turned unto fables. (See 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4.) The few, who remain
loyal to the old truths, and the old Scriptural methods, are prone
to get depressed because of the general rejection of CHRIST and His
truth, and they are tempted to follow others in resorting to questionable things for attracting larger numbers. It is just here that we
need by Divine grace to beware of following the multitude to do
.
evil.
We are not responsible to fill our Churches, but we are responsible,
if we are ministers, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God, and
to give no countenance to sensuous and unspiritual worship, and
to worldly methods and entertainments. Whether men will hear
or whether they will forbear from hearing, it is the business of
ministers to preacH the Word. It is required in them that they
be found faithful. They are to sow the pure truth of the Gospel
lovingly, clearly, helpfully, and in dependence on the presence
and power of the HOLY GHOST. GOD Himself will give the increase
in His Own time and way, and to the extent which He pleases.
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The labour of true and faithful witnesses is really not in vain in
the LORD. They" are unto GOD a sweet savour of CHRIST, in
them that are saved, and in them that perish: to the one they are
the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of
life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?" "Our
sufficiency is of GOD" (2 Cor. ii. 15, 16; iii. 5). The LORD'S
people need to persevere in the old paths, leaving the results with
God. We need to fall back on the Divine promise that GOD'S
Word shall not return unto Him void. He says, "It shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 11).
May we then be strong and of good courage. May we go forth
into the New Year assured of the LORD'S presence, grace, and
blessing, and may we rest on the promise, "My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure" (Isa. xlvi. 10).
" He will never fail us,
He will not~orsake !
His eternal Covhant
He will never break!
Resting on His promise,
What have we to fear?
GOD is all sufficient
For the coming year! " (F. R. Havergal.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

A QUESTION ABOUT THE PROMISES.
A WRITER to children, speaking of the promises of God, says to all
his young readers, " And best of all, you can call them your own." One
of our GOSPEL MAGAZINE readers asks us our view of this statement.
Here is our reply: "I would say that the writer, in my view, errs
in assuming that all his young readers are numbered amongst God's
people. The promises of God are given to God's people-not to
everybody. For example, Romans viii. 28 contains a promise to them
that are the called according to God's purpose. Psalm xxxiv. 15
contains a promise for the righteous. John xiv. 13, 14 is given to
the believing disciples of Christ. All the Epistles are addressed to
God's beloved, elect, redeemed and regenerated people. Hence
Hebrews xiii. 5, 6 is for them only. The' exceeding great and precious
promises' of God are given to them that have obtained precious
faith in Christ's righteousness (see 2 Peter i. 1, 4)."
.
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A NEW YEAR'S ASSURANCE.
"Our help is in the Name of the Lord, Who made heaven and
earth."-PsALM cxxiv. 8.
MEN had risen up against Israel; the waters of trouble had overwhelmed them; the stream had gone over their souls, and they
were helpless in themselves. The Lord, however, was on their
side. He did not give them as a prey to the teeth of their enemies.
Hence their soul escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers.
The snare was broken and the people of God escaped. Their
deliverance was due not to themselves, but to Divine mercy and
power. Hence they declare with confidence and full assurance
" Our help is in the name of the Lord, Who made heaven and
earth." The spiritual Israel may also use the language of this
psalm as descriptive of their own experience. Often in the pa t
year, and in previous years, "If it had not been the Lord Who
was on their side" they would have been swallowed up, and
disaster would have been their portion. But as they now go forth
into a new year, they can praise God and say, "Blessed be the
Lord, Who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth." He hath
been on our side. He hath again and again wrought on our behalf,
and we can with confidence say, as we enter upon a new year,
" Our help is in the Name of the Lord, ·Who made heaven and
earth." Let us think of Him as the Helper of His people.
First, He is the saving Help of His people.
He says, " I have laid help upon One that is mighty" (Ps. lxxxix.
19). These words, in their ultimate application, no doubt refer
to Christ. He is the mighty One upon Whom the Father hath
laid help for His people. They needed full and complete help.
They were in the horrible pit of sin. They were spiritually dead,
and absolutely helpless to save themselves from the penal consequences of their sins, but the Father laid upon Christ, so to
speak, that saving help which they needed. He deputed and sent
Him to be our Surety, and to atone for our sins. He sent Him to
redeem, deliver, and save His people by bearing their sins in His
Own body on the tree. He "became the Author of eternal
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salvation" for His people. The Father sent the Son to be their
mighty Saviour, and He, through His infinite grace, wrought out
salvation for them. To save them He hung on the tree, being
made a curse for them.
Hence they can say,
"Who now accuseth them,
For whom their Ransom died?
Who now shall those condemn
Whom God hath justified?
Captivity is captive led;
For Jesus liveth, That was dead.
" Christ hath the ransom paid;
The glorious work is done;
On Him our help is laid,
By Him our victory won:
Captivity is captive led;
For Jesus liveth, That was dead."
In regard to our eternal salvation our help is in J ehovah. Through
His kindness and infinite love He sent His Son to be the Propitiation
for our sins, and He has sent His Spirit into our hearts to quicken
us, and to bring us into the enjoyment of the benefits of His great
salvation. The source of that help by which we have been saved
is in Him. Nor was it a co-operative help. He alone provided
the help needed to bring about our redemption, regeneration,
justification, and final glorification.
Secondly, He is the Pjficient help of His people.
Human helpers may be willing but not efficient. Their power
to help is limited. Not so Jehovah. He is an almighty Helper.
There is no limit to His power. He is a Helper" Who made
heaven and earth." By His word" were the heavens made, and
all the host of them by the breath of His mouth" (Ps. xxxvi. 6).
"He commanded, and they were created." Jeremiah the prophet
rejoiced in the Lord as the efficient, the fully competent, the
Omnipotent Help of His people. "Ah, Lord God!" he said,
"behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great
power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for
Thee" (Jer. xxxii. 17). There is nothing too wonderful for Him
to do for His people. Asa, king of Judah, recognized the efficiency
of Divine help. When an immense Ethiopian army came against
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him he cried unto the Lord his God and said, "Lord, it is nothing
with Thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have
no power: help us, 0 Lord our God; for we rest on Thee, and in
Thy Name we go against this multitude." The Lord graciously
answered his prayer and smote the Ethiopians, so that they fled.
Our spiritual foes are mighty and strong, but it is nothing with
the Lord to deliver us from them. Our difficulties may be great,
but it is notmng with the Lord to overcome them. No problem
is too great for Him to solve. Our case may seem absolutely
hopeless, and yet the Lord can intervene and appear for us in
ways unknown to us.
When Hezekiah was confronted with Sennacherib and his army,
he said, "With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord
our God to help us, and to fight our battles" (2 Chron. xxxii. ).
What need that we should encourage ourselves in the Lord our
God, and say, "If God be for us, who can be against us ~ " (Rom.
viii. 31). This thought of Divine efficiency and omnipotence should
deliver us from compromising associations. At the time of writing
this article, letters are appearing in Church of England journals
advocating union with all shades of Evangelical opinion. It is
argued that only thus can we defeat the forces of Sacerdotalism.
A union of Liberal or Modernistic Evangelicals with Conservati\-e
Evangelicals is strongly advocated. Although Liberal Evangelicals
are largely Evolutionists and deny the plenary inspiration of
Scripture and the Bible doctrines of the Fall, the Atonement,
and eternal punishment, we are to unite with them agai,!lst Sacerdotalism. It is evidently forgotten that Modernistic teaching is
just as evil as Sacerdotal teaching. There is nothing to choose
between them. It is also forgotten that compromising associations
are forbidden in Scripture. Moreover, it is forgotten that the
Lord saveth by few as well as by many. He is able by means of
a few who are really valiant for the whole truth to defeat the
enemies of truth. The whole united army of Saul fled before
Goliath, but one young stripling, relying upon his omnipotent God,
"prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone."
David confronted Goliath "in the Name of the Lord of hosts, the
God of the armies of Israel," and he was victorious, though he
stood alone so far as human associates were concerned. ~Where is
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our faith in the God Who made heaven and earth when we want
the aid of one set of false teachers to enable us unitedly to confront
another set of false teachers 1 How can we expect God to be
Our Help when we rely on the enemies of His truth to aid us ?
Did J ehoshaphat prosper when he united with Ahab ? We need
to dare to stand alone-in full dependence on the arm of
omnipotence.
Thirdly, the Lord is the present help at His people.
Human helpers may be hundreds of miles away, but the Lord
is always near to His people. He is "a very present help in
trouble" (Ps. xlvi. 1). He says to His people, "Fear thou not,
for I am with thee; be not dismayed for I am thy God: yea,
I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand
of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10). Thus He is always with His
people and near at hand to help them.
What a comfort to be able to say, "Thou art near, 0 Lord"
(Ps. c::rix. 151). Wherever His people are He is. The Lord is
near to them. He is the help and the shield of all the Israel of
God. "God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved:
God sball help her, and that right early" (Ps. xlvi. 5).
"He Who has helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through;
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
Fourthly, the Lord is really the only help at His pe.ople.
Our help is in Him. We look to Him alone to put forth His
power on our behalf. He may_ use human instruments to aid us,
but He alone is the source of our help. He worketh all things
together for our good. He controlleth all things, so that we may
receive the help which He designs for us. Hence the believer
says, "My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and
earth." It is because the Lord is the only source of help that our
prayer rises to Him and we say, "Give us help from trouble: for
vain is the help of man. Through God we shall do valiantly: for
He it is that shall tread down our enemies" (Ps. Ix. 11, 12; cm. 2).
The Lord alone is our Helper. Let us beware of the sin of going
down to Egypt for help. " Woe," says the prophet, "to them
that go down to Egypt for help . . . but they look not unto the

~
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Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord" (Isa. xxxi. 1).
What we need to do daily is to "come boldly unto the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need" (Heb. iv. 16). All the saints of God in past times
have proved in their experience that their help is in the name of
the Lord. Samuel was able to say "Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us" (1 Sam. vii. 12).
Though J ehoshaphat had given way to the sin of compromise
the Lord did not forsake him. Hence when his life was in peril
he "cried out, and the Lord helped him; and God moved them
to depart from him" (2 Chron. xviii. 31).
The Psalmist said, "My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped,"
and again, " I was brought low, and He helped me " (Ps. xxviii. 7 ;
cxvi. 6).
Paul was able to say, "Having therefore obtained help of God,
I continue unto this day" (Acts xxvi. 22).
Thus all through this new year the people of God are warranted
to say, " Our help is in the Name of the Lord, Who made heaven
and earth." May we have grace to encourage ourselves in Him
in all our varying circumstances, and may we rest on His promises.
"He hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." So
that we may boldly say, " The Lord is my Helper, and I will not
fear what man shall do unto me" (Heb. xiii. 5, 6).
"Happy is he that hath tbe God of Jacob for his help, whose
hope is in the Lord his God" (Ps. cxlvi. 5).
THE EDITOR.
ROBERT MORRISON.
Robert Morrison went to China as a missionary, he was one
man against four hundred millions. He went with Christ in his heart
and the Bible in his hands. One said to him sneeringly, " And so,
Mr. Morrison, you really expect you will make an impression upon the
idolatry of the great Chinese Empire?" "No, sir," was the answer,
WHEN

" but I expect God will."

And when he went alone for God against this great empire, he had
He was despised, and expected to
suffer martyrdom alone in a land of strangers. After thirteen years
of strenuous endeavour, he had translated the whole of the Bible into
Chinese.-From " In His Harvest Fields."
to face loneliness and persecution.
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" WELLSPRINGS.

" In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, 0 Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so,
Father,. for so it seemed good in Thy sight."-LuKE x. 2l.
WE have in the text before us, one of those rare occasions during
His public ministry on earth, on which we read of the Son of man
rejoicing. The Messianic prophet had portrayed Him as "the Man
of sorrows and acquainted with every grief," with "visage more
marred than any man." When He came in the fulness of time to
bear the load of sin-the sin-load of an elect world-to do His Father's
will as Surety, Substitute, and Obedient Servant, He was not believed,
He was not accepted by the people, and He died the ignominious
death on Calvary, suffering that unspeakable agony which wrung from
His broken heart, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ "
But here we have one of those sunlit glory rays from the Divine
Throne, a glimpse of the well-beloved Son in spirit reflecting the
perfect at-oneness which He and His Father had in the knowledge
and perfection of the work of redemption. Jesus could "thank"
His Father for the revelation of "these things" to some, which in
His Divine sovereignty He had hid from others, and then the perfect
agreement is re-iterated, "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in Thy sight."
The facts before us are just that those simple-hearted disciples,
the" seventy," whom the Lord has called to His service (after the
choosing and sending forth of "the twelve "), return later to their
Master, "with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto
us through Thy Name." We are not told how long they had been
absent from their Lord, but it looks as though in the fulness of their
hearts and zeal of early service, they come to tell Him pretty soon
the result of their itinerating experience, and they do so " with joy."
The gracious and all-compassionate Spirit ofttimes works thus in the
earlier days of young Christians. He knows they need encouragement, and He knows how their faith will later be sorely tried and
their spirits will get worn and weary, as they meet with disappointments and see no result of all their efforts. The older we get the
more we know how to "rejoice with trembling" and not to be
troubled as we find disappointment, apparent failure, and no fruit
of all the toil and sowing. It is thus He teaches His children that all
the power is His, and upon His sovereignty alone they can rest in
confidence and expectancy. I read recently how when" in a filthy
jail in Burma, Dr. Adoniram Judson lay in chains, a fellow-prisoner
sneeringly said to that saint of God, 'Dr. Judson, what about the
prospects now for the conversion of the heathen ~ , and Judson quietly
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replied, 'The prospects are just as bright as the promises of God.' "
It is a blessed rest when you and I, child of God, are in that condition of faith upon bare Omnipotency and can say, "We see not our
signs, but we see Jesus"! And Jesus is King upon His Throne.
Such was the tenor of the teaching of their beloved Master to these
simple-minded disciples, "Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that
the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven." And this was the ground of His
rejoicing at that time. As their Lord and King and Saviour and
Redeemer, the God-Man could rejoice in spirit, unfettered, unhindered.
He saw the end from the beginning. He knew He would finish His
Father's work as the Mighty and Omnipotent" Breaker," and accomplish salvation with no if, nor peradventure, nor contingency, no
dependence upon man, no co-operation, of which miserable and unsatisfying teaching we hear so much of to-day. No; salvation is of
God alone and God alone could accomplish the mighty work, and
God alone shall have all the glory of the sinner's salvation.
And so the blessed Redeemer on this occasion" rejoiced in spirit,"
and rejoiced that His Father had revealed these heavenly certainties
unto" babes," not" the wise and prudent," nor to the world's great
ones, worldly-wise ones, but just to "babes," "lambs," "little
children"! Oh, what tender, loving terms, and so suggestive alike
of their simplicity, helplessness, and dependence, and of His care and
help and upholding. Thus how absolutely safe they would be in Hi
keeping, when they would be knowing and feeling their need of such
a Saviour, Protector, Guardian, and Friend.
They could not know and feel their defencelessness as He felt it
for them! They knew not their absolute dependence upon Him Who
was mighty. Think of the rash and impetuous Peter, one hour
declaring he would die with His Lord and the next forsaking and
denying Him-a greater coward than any. Think, too, of the
unbelieving Thomas and the ignorant Philip. But their salvation to
the eternal glory of the Divine Author depended upon another than
themselves, and it was that which gave their blessed Redeemer to
rejoice in spirit whilst acquiescing in the perfect will of His Heavenly
Father. These" babes" were amongst the" all that the Father had
given Him," and He received them from Him, and says, " Even so,
li'ather." It is on the ground of His Father having revealed the e
things to them that He gives thanks, and it teaches us that most
important truth that salvation is a work of revelation.
The Great First Cause of all events will ever be first and beforehand.
It was so, and necessarily so, if a world was to be spoken into being.
The great Creator spake, and it was done-" Let there be light, and
there was light." And so in every act of the perfect work of Jehovah,
His hand had the pre-eminence. It was to reveal Himself by His
mighty acts and always be "before all things." First and preeminent in the work of creation, how much more first and pre-eminent
in the work of the new creation in Christ Jesus. Only the voice
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Divine could penetrate into the heart of a dead sinner and make
that sinner "live." And all through these precious Scriptures you
will find, fellow-believer, the mighty acts of the Lord set forth and
how" His right hand hath the pre-eminence." And as God, He is
pleased to make Himself known by revelation. To reveal is to
remove the veil or covering, and so expose to view what was before
hidden, says Dr. Bullinger. Was not this the case of our first parents ~
"Adam, where art thou ~ " was in other words revealing to that
fallen man where he now was. Hiding from and afraid of his Maker
with Whom he had previously enjoyed unveiled fellowship, delight,
and communion. But he fell, and now, where art thou, 0 fallen man ~
Only He Who asked the question could provide the remedy for Adam
and his future posterity. The revelation which shows a sinner his
lost and ruined condition and need, blessedly does not stop there.
It likewise reveals" God's remedy for sin" and how the new and
the living way is opened up whereby a sinner may return to God.
Then what a blessed revelation was made to Abraham, the father
of the faithful, when Jehovah declared, " I am thy Shield and exceeding great reward." It was a preparation for what was to follow,
and what the patriarch might expect in all the pilgrimage trial of
faith. How His servant would prove at every time of need that
before him was his promised " Shield"! And most blessedly all His
redeemed children prove how Jesus is their promised Shield and are
taught to pray, "Look, 0 God, upon our Shield and upon the face
of Thine Anointed."
Likewise it was a blessed revelation to Moses as he heard the voice
of the Lord speaking to him out of the burning bush and declaring
Himself" the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob."
David, too, declares of his Covenant God, "For Thou, 0 Lord of
hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to Thy servant, saying, I will
build thee an house: therefore hath Thy servant found in his heart
to pray this prayer unto Thee." The marginal reference to this verse
(2 Sam. vii. 27) are very suggestive in the Hebrew, " opened the ear" ;
Ruth iv. 4, " I will reveal in thine ear" ; and 1 Samuel ix. 15, " revealed
in the ear of Samuel." So truly is the secret of the Lord to His
fearing ones a work of revelation, and that a Divine work. It is
just what the regenerated heart and ear find, "My sheep hear My
voice."
We find also frequently in the Scriptures how Jehovah made known
the secrets of His will to His servants the prophets in pending judgments and chastening visitations upon nations that had forsaken
Him and His ways. Thus unto Daniel, " The secret was revealed in
the night vision" (ii. 19). To Joel was said, "Your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions" (Joel ii. 28).
We might enlarge upon individual cases where Divine revelation
is eminently the work of God in a sinner's heart. It was that whereby
2
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a persecuting Saul became a preaching saint, when, as he said, "It
pleased God Who called me by His grace, to reveal His Son in me."
What was Saul, that great man of physical strength and determ.ined
will in hounding on men and women to death, but a little" babe"
now crying, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" and thus
rejoicing the heart of Him Who had conquered the proudest of spirits
and brought that once enemy to be a now willing captive to His feet,
as a helpless little child, asking, " What wilt Thou have me to do? "
No longer my will but Thine be done is the language of every son
and daughter of the Lord God Almighty, Whose glory is magnified
in His people's salvation.
Now may the Lord by His grace keep us as little" babes"; simple,
artless, wholly dependent upon Him, that in all things He may be
glorified and His Name magnified in our daily walk and conduct.
As the days open and the years advance, may we increasingly grow in
grace and in the knowledge of His will, happy and obedient; willing
to be nothing that He may be all. May we in the spirit of God-given
humility show forth thereby the praises of Him Who has been pleased
to reveal Himself in us as all our salvation and all our Desire to Hi"
eternal glory.
.. Blest soul that can say, • Christ only I seek',
Wait for Him alway; be constant, though weak;
The Lord whom thou seekest will not tarry long,
And to Him the weakest is dear as the strong."
R.
"THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST."
THOU Who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becamest poor:
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for a stable floor.
Thou Who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becamest poor.
Thou Who art G~d beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest Man,
Stooping so low, but sinners raising
Heavenwards by Thine eternal plan.
Thou Who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest Man.
Thou Who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship Thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,
Make us what Thou wouldst have us be.
Thou Who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship Thee.
F. HOUGHTON.
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ISRAEL'S ADVOCATE AND DEFENDER.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORlIHSTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" And Balak said unto him, What hath the Lord spoken? And he took
up his parable, and said, Rise up, Balak, and hear,. hearken unto
me, thou son of Zippor: God is not a man that he should lie ,. neither
the son of man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He
not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good? Behold,
I have received commandment to bless, and He hath blessed,. and
I cannot reverse it."-NuMBERS xxiii. 17-20.
THESE words, dear friends, as possibly most of you have already noted,
form a part of the second of the four parables uttered by this mysterious
personage, by name Balaam. No doubt Balak, king of Moab, refers to
the first of the series when he speaks as he does. He thought that
although things went against him on the first occasion, by changing the
point of observation of Israel's tents as they lay in the valley beneath
he might get a reversal of the Divine purpose, a reversal of that which
Balaam had already said, and it is no doubt to this that the words of
the parable especially refer, namely, " God is not a man that He should
lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent: hath He said,"
that is, did He on the first occasion-when it was according to your
desire that I should stand up and curse the people-did He bless them
then? Well, then, He shall bring to pass what He said. "Hath He
said, and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken and shall He not
make it good? Behold, I have received commandment to bless and
He hath blessed," that was on the first occasion when the first altar
had been erected and the sacrifices offered, " and I cannot reverse it."
It is very interesting to observe at the outset that Israel at this particular time was almost in full view of the Land of promise. There were
just those mountains of Moab lletween them and their promised
inheritance, and it was from the heights of these Moabite mountains
that Balak sought to get Israel cursed as they lay in the valleys beneath.
They were about to enter upon the fortieth year, possibly they had
entered on it, of their wilderness pilgrimage. And to my mind the
beauty of the occasion is found in this fact, that although during the
previous nine and thirty years Israel had proved themselves a stiffnecked, stubborn and rebellious people, God in the riches of His grace
would allow nothing to be spoken against them, nothing might be said
to their disadvantage. Here was an enemy hired for the occasion to
curse them, but Jehovah, notwithstanding all that His people, redeemed
out of Egypt, had proved themselves to be during those nine and thirty
years, had only unchanged purposes of grace and mercy nurtured in
His heart on their behalf. Truly God is a God of grace, rich, free and
sovereign. God could, had He spoken of Israel in the flesh, or Israel
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according to their works, and according to their walk, have brought
heavy charges against them but He would not allow man to bring any
charges, and so He watched over His redeemed Israel at this critical
moment. And I would have you at once, God helping you, transfer
your thoughts from this literal Israel, this earthly people, found in
earthly circumstances, to the spiritual Israel, those whose calling is a
Heavenly calling and who are looking for a city to come, an inheritance
undefiled and unfading and enduring, reserved for them in Heavenor them, a people" kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation."
We find God acting here the part of Israel's Advocate and Defender;
such is Jesus Christ in the highest Heaven to-night. There He is in the
height gazing down upon His redeemed Israel in this worldly valley,
in their low estate, in the midst of all their imperfections and shortcomings, their murmurings and their unbelief, and their utter undeservedness. God was present in the heights of those Moabitish mountains.
And you notice how on each occasion of the four Balaam left the altar
side and went alone into some solitary place there to meet J ehovah
from Whom he received a distinct message on each occasion. From
this we gather the Lord was in the mount. Not only was the enemy
there in all his assembled strength and in all the malignity of his purpose
against Israel, but the Lord Who watcheth over Israel day and night
was likewise there-Israel in the valleys: the Church of God in the
deeps. We would bless God to-night that He has given us this chapter
so full of encouragement as it is, so beautiful, so Divinely adapted to
meet the present necessities of God's believing frail people. Oh, if
Satan of old, dear friends, hated the earthly Israel, how much more
intense must his hatred of the spiritual Israel be. Let us therefore
seek honey out of this rock, let us seek strength from this comforting
Scripture that the Lord slumbereth not nor sleepeth whilst He keeps
watch over those who have been purchased by the blood of His precious
Son. The malice of Satan, fellow-believers, is a great reality. Satan
is no myth, Satan is a mighty foe, gifted with marvellous intelligence
and knowledge, and suffered for awhile to possess immense resources,
an armoury in which he makes his boast, for when once challenged by
our mighty Advocate, " What is thy name? " he answered in his pride,
"My name is Legion; for we are many." Pride was perhaps the
cause of Satan's original fall. We are told of him that he " kept not his
first estate"; and we are warned by the Spirit in one of the inspired
Epistles to take heed of this special temptation to pride, not to be proud.
We are to consider from what a high eminence the fallen angel fell
through pride, lifting up himself, it would seem, against God's authority
and the claims of his Maker. We have a remarkable picture in the
third chapter of Zechariah's prophecy of the, so to say, controversy,
or perhaps better-the conflict, that is waged between Christ the
Advocate of the spiritual Israel of God and the prince, the mighty
prince, of darkness. It is said here in the third chapter where the
prophet writes of his vision: "He showed me Joshua the high priest,"
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that is, the chief of Israel, " standing before the Angel of the Lord,"
not a created angel but the Messenger of the everlasting Covenant, the
same Angel as met Balaam in the way and Who, having opened
Balaam's blind eyes to behold Him as his Adversary, his Adversary in
the evil course he was pursuing, said how he, Balaam, should speak
only the words that He, the Angel of the Lord, would give him and
require him to speak, and no more. The Angel claimed to be J ehovah.
And so, doubtless, this Angel in the third of Zechariah is the selfsame
Angel, the uncreated Angel, the Messenger of the Covenant, Jehovah
the Father's co-equal, co-eternal Son, "Who was set up in Heaven from
everlasting, and into Whose Hands all authority in Heaven and in
earth has been committed. Joshua," standing before the Angel of the
Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him," or as
the margin has it, "to be his adversary." Precisely so. Satan is the
great adversary of Him Who is the Advocate of His Israel. "If any
man sin we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous One; and He is the propitiation for our sins," as in this Scripture
He shows Himself to be. "And the Lord said unto Satan "-this is
the Lord of lords, the Angel-" The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even
the Lord That hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire ~" Here the mighty Advocate rejoices over
His enemy, rejoices, too, in the spoils He has righteously acquired for
Himself by the blood of His cross. "Now Joshua was clothed with
filthy garments, and stood before the Angel. And He answered and
spake unto those that stood before Him, saying, Take away the filthy
garments from him." Only He Who died for sinners, the Just for the
unjust, can put away sin from the sinner, so with authority we find the
Angel of the Covenant, according to Zechariah's vision, commanding
that sin, the filthy garments, shall no longer be upon him, " take them
away." So by the blood of His cross when Christ rose from the dead
He assured this saving portion to all His redeemed people-" take
away the filthy garments." Only Christ, I repeat, has a right thus to
speak. Those are usurpers of Christ's authority who assert they have
the power to remit sin. "Behold,_I have caused thine iniquity to pass
from thee "-" I have caused," here is the great sacrificial atoning cause
of the removal of the sinner's sin, " And I will-I will-clothe thee
with change of raiment." And then we find how they clothed upon
him the priestly garments. That man was already the chief Israelite
of the nation.
In our portion to-night we have the nation presented to our
minds in the aggregate, the high priest is included, and it was as
much the purpose of Balaam, according to Balak's wish, to curse the
high priest, the son of Aaron, as the humblest new-born babe to be
found in the ranks of the 600,000 Israelites-from the humblest, the
lowest, to the highest, and if that design had been carried out all would
have been cursed. But no weapon formed by Satan or man against
the Lord, or the Lord's redeemed people can possibly prosper, for their
Redeemer is mighty. Notice, then, dear friends, how God cares for
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the righteous. When they are conscious of His care they are very
happy and joyous, but there are times when the Lord is caring for
them with a special care and they know it not. The gathered Israelites
in the valleys, it is presumable, knew nothing whatever of what was
acting in Balak's mind, and had no knowledge, the least, of how there
was one hired with gold and silver to curse them, whose heart was
willing to curse them but whose lips were mysteriously and Divinely
sealed from uttering a syllable of curse against those whom Jehovah
had in His grace been pleased to bless. "Who made man's mouth? "
asked God of Moses years previously. When God called Moses to the
work of leading Israel out of Egypt into and through the wilderness,
Moses trembled at the thought of undertaking so great and responsible
a work, and one of the pleas he put forward was that he was a man of
imperfect utterance, he was not eloquent, he said. There would often
be a demand made upon him to speak before kings, to speak before
~councils of kings, and to speak to the gathered Israelites, thousands at
a time, how should he fulfil this mission which, as to his physical qualifications, he was utterly unable to undertake? And God put this
question to him: "Who made man's mouth 1" And we have an
illustration in Balaam, an answer to God's question, " Who made man's
mouth 1" The Lord and none other. "It is He That hath made us,
and not we ourselves." The Lord made man's mouth. If He then
be the Maker of man's mouth it will be His to fit His words to those
lips, and to fit those lips to His words. There is a remarkable expre sion in the twenty-second chapter of Proverbs, the subject is " The
words of the wise," now the eighteenth verse, "they shall withal be
fitted in thy lips." If ever" the words of the wise" were spoken they
were spoken by the unclean lips of the sorcerer Balaam. God can,
further, put His clean words into defiled lips and these words of truth
and holiness will suffer nothing thereby. Just as the sun can shine
in all its strength and purity upon the dunghill and suffer no defilement,
so the Lord can put pure language, holy words, words of grace and
truth, in unclean lips and those messages must be delivered without jot
or tittle altered, and these words thus delivered, being His words, must
have free course and be glorified. "So shall My word be that goeth
forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void; but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it."
Now, doubtless, for our sakes, these four oracular utterances
were delivered physically by this Balaam and are recorded for our
sakes, and we are here to-night without questioning to bow to the
Divine choice in selecting this soothsayer. Just as the unclean lips
of the ravens brought food for the Lord's prophet in the days of dearth,
and Elijah had no hesitation in accepting the food at God's Hands, so
may we, through grace, accept every utterance of our text to-night.
So far as the words are attributed to Balaam they are to us the Lord's
words and not the words of man. We take up these words: "God is
not a man that He should lie." Here is solid ground for faith in our
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hearts to rely upon. Here is sure foundation on which our hopes may
be built, a foundation which will never make us ashamed because it will
honour Him Whose word it is-that He, the Lord, cannot lie, and that
when He speaks He speaks in His holiness, when He speaks He speaks
the truth, which never needs revision or improvement. It needs interpretation, and that work the Holy Ghost Who breathed the Word
originally is present in the living Church of God to perform. So, then,
when we turn to the Scriptures let us remember the words are His
words Who cannot lie, that these are the words of Divine soberness and
truth, and that He will not depart from His promise whatever it be and
however it may seem an impossibility. God is the God Who can
triumph over impossibilities, " all things are possible to God," as Jesus
used to teach when He was on earth. His disciples on one occasion
asked: " Who then can be saved? " and He answered: "With God all
things are possible." To man things may seem impossible, but God is
the God of creation, there is nothing too hard for the Lord. "God
is not a man that He should lie, neither the son of man that He should
repent" or change His mind about Israel. He had caused Balaam to
bless, or to proclaim Ist.ael a blessed people, for Balaam had no blessing
of his own for them, he himself was ready to curse, but he could only
proclaim Israel a God-blessed people, a God-favoured nation, a people
whom God had separated from all other nations and peoples for His
Own great Name, and that of them a Deliverer should come forth, a
Redeemer and a mighty One. He cannot repent, cannot change His
mind. His mind being righteous is incapable of being anything else.
All God's thoughts are right thoughts, God has no second thoughts.
God never reviews His thoughts when He has once and for ever recorded
His thoughts. Heaven and earth may pass away-they must-but
" My words," saith He, "shall not pass away." He is not as man
capable of changing His mind. He has set His heart upon His people,
He has loved them fully, and from that love He will never, never turn.
From the first He knew Israel to be a stiffnecked people, nevertheless
He dealt with them in grace, triumphing over their imperfections and
their unworthiness.
And so it is in the living Church of the living God, all grace-saved
sinners, remember, remain sinners still and know themselves to
be sinners. But God would not suffer Israel, as they lay in the
valley, to be viewed from that standpoint, no, God would only view
them as His elect people whom He had set apart for Himself and
whom He had declared His national sons and daughters. God alone
had a right to utter a breath of accusation against those people, and He
would not accuse them. And if God justify a dear sinner to-night
. through grace by faith in Christ Jesus, who shall condemn that sinner?
Who shall lay anything to the charge of this sinner? Who? When
God justifieth who is he that condemneth? "It is Christ That died,
yea rather, That is risen again, Who is even at the Right Hand of God,
Who also maketh intercession for us." And so the Lord closed thus
the lips of Balaam who was willing for gold's sake to have it otherwise.
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He closed his lips against any power to utter a single curse against
Israel, and every word he uttered was to the glory and to the praise
of Israel's God, and under the shelter of the Divine wings Israel abode
in safety. "And I cannot reverse it," said Balaam to Balak-" I
cannot reverse it." He had the heart to reverse it. We know that
the wages of unrighteousness awaited him, and he eyed covetously the
gold and silver of Balak. How Balaam's heart desired to curse Israel!
But yet he bas to submit to the Sovereignty of Israel's God in those
brief words, so full of meaning, " I cannot reverse it "-" I cannot."
And the day will come when Satan must needs confess his impotency
likewise. And the world that now lieth in the wicked one, which so
hates the living Church of God, will have to confess it, "we have no
power against God's Church." Believers may be few, and seemingly
they may be feeble, feelingly, but they are safe, they are safe under tbe
Covenant care of Him, Christ Jesus their Advocate, Who is responsible
for them.
Hereafter Jesus shall hand back to His Father those who were
committed to His mediatorial trust, and shall be able in faithfulness
to say, " Behold, I and the children which Thou hast given Me. Here
they are, 0 Father, before Thy Presence. Of them that Thou gaves
Me I have lost none. True, Thou gavest Me Judas amongst the twelve
apostles, but those whom Thou gavest Me to save effectually, and to
call in the day of grace, by the power of the Holy Ghost to convince of
sin until the heart became broken, of those that Thou gavest Me I have
lost none." He shall present them all, His whole mystical Body, and
each member in particular, down to the least, to His Father, perfect,
with exceeding joy. "I cannot reverse it." Oh, children of God,
live upon these blessed realities. The world cannot turn your Gospel
blessing into a curse. The world may desire, and Satan may cbeme
and plot, to bring it about, but remember as you are members of tbe
mystical Body of Christ, He, the Head, has once for ever declared
you shall never perish. "They shall never perish neither shall any,"
man or Satan, however willing to do it, " pluck them out of My Hand."
The Lord bless His Word to-njght, for Christ's sake. Amen.
. SERMONETTE.
SIN AND ITS REMEDY.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
IT has been remarked that nowadays men in general seem to haye
no consciousness of sin, as they did, say, fifty years ago. Humanly
speaking, this has resulted from neglect of the Word of God, which
the Holy Spirit employed to convict of sin; as also from the modern
pulpit so often giving utterance to "smooth things"; giving heed
to "oppositions of science falsely so called" (1 Tim. vi. 20); and
neglecting to enforce the teaching of the Holy Scriptures on this
subject.
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At a Clerical Conference in London, it was well said, "Were the
fact of sin to be dropped out of the Bible there would be literally
nothing left in it."
But in these days those who read the Bible regularly, are few
in number, and those who study and meditate upon it are fewer
still.
The following definitions have been given of sin-cc Sin is any
thought, word, action, omission, or desire, contrary to the law of
God" (Cruden). "Any breach of or want of conformity to the will
of God." But these are only paraphrases or amplifications of the
Holy Spirit's definition, " Sin is the transgression of the law" (1 John
iii.4). (R.V.," Sin is lawlessness.") And again chapter v. 17, " All
unrighteousness is sin."
The Bible teaches :1. The universality of sin. This is the testimony of both the Old
and New Testaments. In King Solomon's prayer at the dedication
of the Temple, he said, "There is no man that sinneth not," and
similarly in Ecclesiastes vii. 20, we read, "There is not a just man
upon earth that doeth good, and sinneth not." The Apostle James
writes, " In many things we offend all"; and John, " If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us"
(James iii. 2; 1 John i. 8).
These things are written of the people of God, and Psalms xiv.
and liii. and Romans iii. show us the universality of sin among the
rest, Jews and Gentiles-" They are all under sin" (Rom. iii. 9).
2. That sin proceeds from the corruption of human nature. Our Lord
Himself declared, "From within, out of the heart of men, proceed
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, coveteousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: all these evil things come from within, and defile the
man" (Mark vii. 21-23). All these things are rife in the present
day, though nearly two thousand years have elapsed since they were
spoken. Again, the Apostle J ames tells us, " Every man is tempted
when he is drawn away of his Qwn lust, and enticed." "Lust" is
the desire of the old nature-sinful desire. Then he adds, "Then
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin" (James i. 11, 15).
Thus, "The old man," that is, fallen human nature, "is corrupt
according to the deceiifullusts " (Epb. iv. 22).
3. The Scriptures point out the dreadful consequences of sin. " When
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death" (James i. 15). Note the contrast drawn in
Romans vi. 20-23, "For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were
free from righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those things
whereof ye are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.
But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God,
ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through
Jesus Christ our Lord."
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For the dreadful and eternal consequences of sin there is a remedy.
God has provided a Saviour. There is pardon, absolution, and salvation for sinners on their repentance and belief of the Gospel, as taught
in Romans x. 9, 11 and many other Scriptures. "If thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved
for
the Scripture saith, whosoever believeth on Him shall not be
ashamed."
But how can guilty sinners be not only pardoned, but declared
righteous in accordance with Divine holiness and justice ~ The way is
revealed in the Holy Scriptures. The Lord Jesus Christ and His people
are one. God chose them in Him, and constituted Him as their Head,
and gave them to Him to redeem and save (see Ephesians chapter i.
and ii.). Therefore He became incarnate, as we are taught in
Hebrews ii. 13, 14, " Behold I and the children which God hath given
Me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
He also Himself likewise took part of the same." This was in order
that, as their Head and sinless Substitute, He might by His sufIerings
and death satisfy Divine holiness and justice, and at the same time
manifest Divine love and mercy.
So Isaiah liii. 6, " All we, like sheep, have gone astray; we have
turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all."
Again, Hebrews ii. 9, "We see Jesus, Who was made a little lower
than the angels, for the suffering of dea.th, crowned with glory and
honour; that He by the grace of God should taste death for enry
man "-that is, "every son" (see the context).
Thus, all in union with Christ, died when He died, as 2 Corinthians
v. 14, 15, teaches us, "One died for all, therefore all died" (R.\ .).
Having died with Christ, they have paid sin's penalty when He died,
and they are righteous in Him, their risen Head. "For He hath
made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). This is the truth
which alone can give true peace to the awakened conscience. Oh,
contrite sinner, look to the Saviour of the chief of sinners, trust only
in Him, and you will find "peace with God," to Whom you were
reconciled by His death, and in Whom you are now and for eyer
righteous. And should sin defile, and" If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us," look afresh to the
precious blood, once shed, which" cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John
i. 7, 8).
" The wages of sin is death," and" the sting of death is sin," but
he who knows the remedy can enter into the truth expressed in the
following lines, used of God to the conversion of several:"In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see:
My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."
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WHAT THE LORD HATH DONE.
IT has been enjoined by Himself upon the children of God that they
should remember and not forget His mighty acts, and the wonderful
works which He has wrought for themselves, and in the world at
large. That, however, is in a sense one and the same thing, as He
says, that when" He divided to the nations their inheritance, when
He separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people
according to the number of the children of Israel"; and echoing
this, the apostle says to the people of God in his ministry that the
world, life, death, things present and things to come, are all for their
sakes. With how large a hand has God written what He did in
Egypt and at the Red Sea. He overthrew all the host of Pharaoh,
hid the spies, saved Rahab, fiung Dagon off his pedestal, and encouraged Gideon by the dream of the barley cake. For the deliverance
of David He turned the heart of Saul: for the saving of Hezekiah He
slew (and no greater power was needed) a hundred and eighty-five
thousand men in a night. And when He came and" tabernacled
amongst us" He gave sight to the blind, walking power to the lame,
life to the dead.
Do we believe that He will do great things for us? We know that
He can. It is His will that we question. We know not the way
that He takes, for His footsteps are not known, but we know like
the poor man in the Gospel that He is able. "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou
canst." There is mention made in Isaiah xlii. of some of God's works.
He stretched out the heavens, and giveth breath to the people on the
earth. He was yet to make waste mountains and hills, and lead the
blind in new ways, and not forsake them. To order an earthquake,
and to cast forth His ice like morsels are parts of His works; while
at the same time He is not forsaking the poor and needy. So it comes
to pass that "while mountains from their seats are hurled," some
dejected child of God hopes on, trusts in Him with an exhaustless
patience, and an invincible trust. God has wrvught these works in
him. That is a strange work of which He speaks in the twenty-fourth
and following verses of Isaiah xlii. He says, "Who gave Jacob for
a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? Did not the Lord, He against
Whom we have sinned? For they would not walk in His ways,
neither were they obedient to His law. Therefore He hath poured
upon him the fury of His anger, and the strength of battle, and it
hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned
him, yet he laid it not to heart." We should be afraid to use such
language about the Lord's dealings with our souls, though willing to
acknowledge our hardness of heart, and slowness in finding out what
He would have us learn by His corrections and His leadings. But
David and Asaph, Job and Jeremiah, knew what the devastations
of the Lord were in their souls, and how it felt, not only to be robbed
and spoiled, but to have confusion also ever before them, and a
heart that was like the troubled sea when it cannot rest. This is
the Jacob who is thus addressed as the unfoldings of the Lord's work
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and kindness proceed, "But now 'thus saith the Lord that created
thee, 0 Jacob, and He that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for
I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art
Mine!' Robbed and spoiled, destitute and tormented, uncertain and
comfortless-thou art Mine. The slow of heart will yet understand,
the stammering lips will yet speak plainly, for it is God Who works,
aud nothing can hinder, Look back, the Lord has comforted His
people in time past, and look forward, "He will have mercy upon
His affiicted." "These things will I do for them and not forsake
them."
FOLLOWER-O~.
REGENERATION PRECEDES FAITH.
WHAT is more clearly declared in Scripture, what more attested
by the experience of God's people, than the fact that faith is "the
gift of God" ~ (see Eph. ii. 8). It is said of Lydia, 'whose heart
the Lord opened,' that she attended to the things spoken of Paul.
She did not open her own heart. "No one," said the Lord Jesus,
"can come unto Me except the Father, which hath sent Me, draw
him. Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you." "Blessed
art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven." "As many as were
ordained unto eternal life believed." In these and like passages, we
read not of 'our part' in attaining the reconciliation. The act of
the Spirit in quickening precedes, not follows, faith; for faith is the
first act of the new man, and is the manifested evidence of regeneration. He who has power to perform his ' part' in the work of sah-ation by coming to God in faith, cannot be ' dead in trespas es and
sins! Yet the Scripture states positively, that all men naturally are
dead in trespasses and sins, and with this every orthodox Protestant
Confession concurs. With one voice they affirm, "That the condition
of man after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare
himself by his own natural strength and good works to faith and
calling upon God."-Benjamin Wills Newton.

THE Rev. Charles Simeon in a letter to John Thornton wrote, " Another
observation, in a former letter of yours, has not escaped my remembrance-the three lessons which a minister has to learn: (1) Humility;
(2) Humility; (3) Humility."
" AFFLICTIONS come to the saints to empty them; the fire burns
about them to reduce them to ashes; the rebukes of the Almighty in
their consciences bring them to a sense of destruction; and the providences of God with them, change this, turn that upside down, 0
that they come to be empty, void, and waste, and scattered (Isa.
xxiv. 1), and then God comes in His love and pity and saves them."Pastor J. K. Popham.
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THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE ARK OF THE
COVENANT.
MEMORIALS OF ISRAEL'S REBELLION AND GOD'S FORGIVING GRACE.
By THE LATE DR. C. Y. BISS.
" The Ark of the Oovenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was
the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and
the tables of the Oovenant."-HEBREWS ix. 4.
ACCORDING to the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the
Tabernacle made by Moses after the pattern God showed to him in
the mount, and the vessels of the ministry connected with it, werc
" the example and shadow of heavenly things": whatever difficulties,
therefore, may attend the exposition of their typical meaning, we
may be certain that they were designed by God to foreshadow, with
more or less distinctness, some heavenly realities of blessing. Doubtless the utmost caution is necessary in the study of these, as of all
other types; and few things are more to be deprecated and dreaded
than the indulgence of the imagination in their interpretation.
For, seeing that the imagination of man's heart, like all the powers
of his moral being, is permeated and vitiated by sin, the ideas
it may suggest, even in the consideration of the Oracles of God, are
prone to be mistaken and corrupt. It is a part of our sinful infirmity
that we are unable, by ourselves, to interpret the Word of God aright;
and it is a part of the gracious office of the indwelling Spirit of God
to guide His people into all truth, by enabling them to understand
the Scriptures (John xvi. 13). But such difficulties, though they
should impress us with the need of holy caution and prayerful dependence on God, ought not to deter us from the interpretation of the
types appointed by God in connection with His sanctuary of old;
and in studying these we may note two principles which will protect
us against error: one, that we should never call any person or thing
a type, which is not so designated by Scripture itself, either by direct
statement or by clear inference: the other, that in assigning a spiritual
significance to any type we ought not to advance anything which is
not in demonstrable harmony with the statements of Scripture elsewhere. Thus, for example, we may say with certainty that Adam,
in his relation to the human family, was a type of Christ as the Head
of the redeemed family of faith (Rom. v. 14); and that the veil of
the Tabernacle was a type of the holy humanity of the Lord Jesus
(Heb. x. 20), for the Scripture itself makes these statements: and
likewise we may say, with perfect propriety, that the Ark of Noah
and the ordinance of baptism are types of salvation, for we are
instructed in 1 Peter iii. 20, 21, that the ark was a type of this, and
baptism an anti-type-that is, a secondary type corresponding to a
primary type; the ark being the primary, and baptism the secondary
type-both of which prefigure salvation in Christ. The expression
antitype, according to the significance of the word above pointed outa type correspondingly typical-shows that the ark, rising through
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and floating upon the waters of the flood, was the primary type to
which the secondary one of baptism corresponds, and that both alike
set forth the spiritual truth of the salvation of the believer in virtue
of his oneness with Christ as His representative in death and resurrection. The last-mentioned passage is a deeply interesting one, and
merits the closest attention. In it, we should carefully observe,
baptism is not spoken of as conferring actual salvation (as is sometimes erroneously supposed), but only typical salvation; for a type
can only typically save: it is the REALITY corresponding to the type
that saves in fact. Christ, in His death and resurrection, is the true
Ark which carries all His redeemed through the waters of death,
and brings them into the heavenly life and glory of the new creation.
We may say, then, that Adam, in point of his federal headship, was
a type of the Lord Jesus, and that the Veil of the Tabernacle "as
a type of the flesh of Christ, in virtue of the direct statements of Scripture; and that the Ark of Noah, and the water of baptism are alike
types of salvation by clear and unmistakable inference from the
statements of Scripture.
Of all the things connected with the Tabernacle none was of more
importance, and none of more striking significance, than the Ark of
the Covenant. One circumstance specially distinguished it in importance and honour, namely, the dwelling of the Shekinah-the visible
radiance of the glory of God-between the Cherubim of glory which
overshadowed the mercy-seat. Let us realize that the Ark was ache t
made of pure shittim wood overlaid with gold, and that the :Mercyseat was the golden cover that closed it in from above, the Cherubim
being emblematical figures of unknown design, fashioned continuously
out of the mass of gold from which the mercy-seat itself was formed,
as if to indicate their essential oneness therewith. Their wings "ere
stretched forth on high, and their faces turned towards one another
and the mercy-seat which they overshadowed. They appear to have
been emblems of the governmental power of God, and their association
with the mercy-seat (an expression which would be much better
rendered propitiation-seat, seeing that the Greek word for mercy-seat
is derived from the same root as- the word translated " propitiation"
in 1 John ii. 2, etc.) sets forth the glorious fact that the governmental
holiness of God can view with perfect satisfaction the propitiation
made by the atoning blood; and, in view of the sacrifice, no longer
act penally ar;ainst us as sinners, but for us and our protection as
persons brought into an abiding relation of reconciliation.
That there is a wealth of spiritual meaning connected with the
Ark and the Cherubim may be inferred from the phrase, 'of which
we cannot now speak particularly" (Heb. ix. 5); for these words
clearly imply that there was much that might have been said, and
that it would have been profitable to trace out, but which the pursuit
of the objects then in view would not permit the writer to stop and
explain. :My present purpose is to consider only the instruction connected with the things which were placed by God's command within
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the Ark, to be laid up there as abiding memorials of the past. In
what has been already said the design has been to show what the
Ark itself was, as a typical outshadowing of spiritual truth, only by
way of introduction to a fuller consideration of the things which were
placed within it by the command of God: the Tables of the Law,
the Golden Pot of Manna, and Aaron's Rod that budded. These
were to be preserved not only as memorials of Israel's sin, but as
monuments of the grace of God, which, by its wondrous working,
had brought out of unbelief and rebellion new and surprising issues
of blessing. The contents of the Ark are therefore, it may be said,
an Old Testament typical expression of that truth which is expressed
in the familiar New Testament words, "Where sin abounded grace
did much more abound" (Rom. v. 20).
1. The Tables of the Law.-The giving of the law to Israel was at
once a blessing and a curse-a blessing if they had kept it, but a
curse if it were broken. When the apostle sets forth the special
advantages of Israel, he commences with the words, " chiefly because
that unto them were committed the oracles of God," and, in the
enumeration given in Romans ix. of the privileges of the nation, he
says, "to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the
Covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the
promises." But this holy law, which it was such a privilege to receive
from God, was a fiery law in its aspect towards sin. They to whom
it was declared came under its solemn responsibilities; and straightway, because of their sin, it became to them "the ministration of
DEATH, written and engraven in stones." True," it came in with
glory"-a glory whose radiance illumined the face of Moses, giving
to his ministry a character of honour such as was granted to none
else; yet this glory was evanescent and transitory, "a glory which
was to be done away," because the Covenant which was founded
upon these promises-that is, blessings promised upon the condition
of obedience-contained within itself the elements of failure. For
this reason the writer of the Hebrews says, " If that first Covenant
had been faultless, then should no place have been found for the
second; but finding fault with them-that is, with disobedient IsraelGod ordained the introduction of a " better Covenant," founded upon
better promises of unconditional grace, in the future day of blessing.
Glorious, then, as was the character of the ministry of Moses, because
of the essential holiness and excellency of that dispensation of the
Divine law which he declared, its aspect was" fiery" and threatening towards the people because of their faultiness and failure. They
soon learned, alas! that" the letter" (that is, the commandments
lettered by the finger of God upon the tables of stone) "killeth," for
its requirements were as unyielding as the rock upon which the commands were written; and so, when broken, it became" the ministration of condemnation" to the transgressors. Accordingly we find that
the very glory which shone from the face of Moses, as he descended
the mount, was not attractive in its radiance, but rather dazzling and
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repellent, so that the people could not look upon his face until he had
drawn a veil over it: for the blaze of that glory was a fiery splendour,
and its radiance was expressive of the holiness of Him of Whom it
is written, "Our God is a CONSUMING FIRE" (Heb. xii. 29). The
figure indeed resembles two of the emblems used in the first chapter
of the Revelation to set forth the glory of Christ, as seen by John" His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength, and His
feet like unto fine brass glowing as in a furnace"; and at the overwhelming vision of that glory, bringing to his mind the consciousness
of his own frailty and sinfulness, the apostle fell at the Lord's feet
as one that was dead. The glory of God is the glory of holiness: it
cannot be viewed by sinners without shrinking and terror. So was
it with Peter, when, by the enlightening of the Spirit of God, he
realized the unspeakable holiness of the Lord, and, falling at His
feet, cried, " Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord" (Luke
v. 8). So was it with Job of old, when, brought into the presence
of God, he confessed, " I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the
ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee: wherefore I abhor myself, and
repent in dust and ashes" (Job xlii. 5, 6).
Let us trace out the history of the tables of stone. We read, at
Exodus xxxi. 18, that after God had spoken unto Moses the holy
commandments of His law, He gave him two tables of stone, prepared
by Himself, whereon these commandments were written by His own
finger. With these in his hands Moses descended the mount; but
when he saw the appalling spectacle of revived idolatry in the camp
of Israel-for the golden calf made by Aaron was only a renewal of
the debasing idol-worship which had formerly ensnared the people
in the land of Egypt (see Ezek. xx. 8)-" the people sitting down
to eat and drink, and rising up to play, shameless before one another"
(" for Aaron had made them naked unto their shame before their
enemies "), and shameless before their God-his anger waxed hot,
and he "cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath
the mount." This breaking of the tables of stone was in itself a sign
of the infraction of the holy law engraven upon them, and also of
the Covenant which depended upon obedience to that law. But let
it be noted that the breaking of the tables was Moses' own act: it
does not seem to have been enjoined by God. Moses appears to
have thought that as the law was hopelessly broken, and the blessings
of the Covenant hopelessly lost, the tables must be destroyed also.
He did not realize that God was able, by a new work of mercy, to
overrule the sin of His people, and to cause His grace to much more
abound where their sin had so grievously abounded. Yet he gaye
himself to intercession for Israel, pleading on two grounds for their
forgiveness: first, that God would not destroy the people because
the glory of the Divine Name had been associated with them; and,
secondly, that if no other way of forgiveness for them were possible,
his own name might be blotted out of the Book of God (Exod. xxxii. 32).
Of this last prayer we can only say that, however loving and devoted
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it was, it was a mistaken plea, for" no man can redeem his brother,
nor give unto God a ransom for him" (Ps. xlix. 7); and when, therefore, Moses offered himself to be a substitute for Israel, as though
he could become their ransom, he erred, not knowing what he spake ;
for he realized not the sin that was in himself, and which so soon
afterwards deprived him of his own title to an entrance of honour
into the Promised Land. When, however, he pleaded that God would
not, for the glory of His own Name, cast away His people, he built
his intercession on ground that Israel's failure could not shake; and
the prayer was heard. Accordingly, his ministry, as the mediator
of the Covenant of law, was renewed. being now connected, however,
with the revelation, not only of God's holiness, but of His mercy
and grace, His long-suffering, goodness, and truth (Exod. xxxiv. 6)principles on which He could continue to deal with Israel, though
a sinful people; whereas, had He dealt in righteousness only, rewarding them after their sin, He must have destroyed them. Now this
was a fuller unveiling of the moral glory of God than the law, alone,
had given; and in receiving it, Moses attained to a higher privilege
that that view of the vision of God's glory for which he had prayed.
The next step of the history is found in Exodus xxxiv. 1, where
we find God instructing Moses to prepare two fresh tables of stone,
upon which He Himself would write again all the words of the law
already given, so that these tables might be borne into the camp of
Israel as the basis of a renewed Covenant. The law, therefore, was
granted to the people only by the intervention of a mediator: "It
was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator" (Gal. iii. 19); and,
from this time forward, the tables of the law were to abide with
Israel as the witness of the holiness of Israel's God: to abide there
as the expression, also, of the will of God that His people should be
holy, accordi,ng to the words, " Be ye holy, for I am holy."
But how significant is the fact that when the Tabernacle was completed and the Ark of the Covenant carried within the Holy of Holies,
the tables of the law were, by the ordinance of God, placed within
the Ark! It might have been ~xpected, perhaps, that these tables
would be displayed, either within or without the Tabernacle, so that
the eyes of the priests at least, if not of all the people, might rest
upon them from time to time, as the record of the righteous will of
God. But the case was to be far different. Enclosed in the Ark,
they were withdrawn from view, being covered by the mercy-seat,
upon which from time to time the blood of atoning sacrifice was
sprinkled; as though God would express by this figure that His holy
law could no longer be displayed openly to Israel, lest its solemn
curses should flame forth against their sin, and that He Himself, in
His governmental holiness symbolized by the Cherubim, would not
gaze upon it except as covered over by the memorial of atonement.
For to look upon the open tables of the law would have been to
remember Israel's sinfulness, and the penalty due to the infringement
of its holy requirements; while God's purpose of grace was to forgive3
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to provide means whereby He could say unto His people, " I will be
merciful (the more exact rendering is "PROPITTOUS"; not merely
" pitiful" or " compassionate") to your unrighteousness: and your
sins and your iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12).
How perfect is this lesson, and how welcome to our sinful hearts!
An 0Fen law would be the continual expression of a curse against
the' guilty, such as we are everyone: a covered law~that is a law
covered by propitiation~is the expression of blessing to all for whom
it is thus covered. "Blessed are they whose iniquitie. are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered: ble sed is the man to whom the Lord
will not impute sin" (Rom. iv. 7, 8). This is the lesson of the mercyseat. Under it the tables of stone were abidingly to remain, and
never again to be viewed by mortal eyes. When the men of
Bethshemesh (1 Sam. vi. 19) dared, in ignorant curiosity, to lift that
mercy-seat and look upon the contcnts of the Ark, they were smitten
instantly by the judgment of God; as if to show that none could
stand before God in His holiness without the shelter of redemption;
nor did their ignorance of this deliver them. A solemn thought.,
indeed, for those in our days who teach that the Scripture contains
no such doctrine as redemption by blood, and some of whom daringly
call that blessed doctrine" the religion of the shambles."
In the history of the tables of the law it is easy, then, to trace the
lesson that "where sin abounded grace did much more abound."
"The commandment, holy, just, and good," which, if kept, would
"have been unto life," was found to be " unto death" through the
sin which it brought to light in the people. The law was found, in
virtue of their transgressions, to " work wrath" against their guilty
souls. Here, then, would have been the end of their ble sings, but
for the unexpected, unasked, unmerited interposition of God in GRACE.
He suffered not the law to remain as an open volume of curse, but
caused it to be covered by the shelter of the Atoning Blood; and thus
the tables of the law, hidden within the Ark, became the memorial
at once of sin and salvation~of Israel's rebellion and God's forgiving
grace.
_
2. The Golden Pot that had Manna.~The account of the manna
is contained in one chapter, Exodus xvi. It was one of the earliest
incidents of Israel's history after they entered the wilderness. The
preceding chapter, which opens with their glad song of triumph after
they had passed the Red Sea, closes, alas! with a record of unbelief
and murmuring because the waters of the desert were found to be
bitter; and of a ready miracle of mercy, healing that bitterness and
setting forth their God in a new relation of patient grace, JEHOVAH
ROPHI, "the Lord that healeth thee." But the sixteenth chapter
shows us, nevertheless, that, so .far from being convinced of His
gracious willingness to pity, and power to supply their every need,
they soon began agai:l to murmur against Him, and bitterly to complain, with unholy and unreasonable words, that they had ever left
"the flesh-pots of Egypt." What can we say of ingratitude and
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rebellion like this? What did it deserve from the hand of God?
The meanness and untruthfulness of their murmurings are as grievous
as their irreverence and ingratitude; for the assertion that, sitting
by the fleshpots of Egypt, they had "eaten bread to the full," was
not even likely to have been true of a state in which the people were
oppressed by a bondage so bitter that they were required" to make
brick without straw"; while to wish that they had died by the
hand of God in the land of Egypt was equivalent to a repudiation
of His wondrous interposition on their behalf, and of the deliverance
He had wrought in bringing them out of the land of bondage.
But here again, as in the case of the idolatrous apostasy at Sinai,
we see God ready, in His goodness, to interpose with an ordinance
of grace, just at the point where, according to our natural thoughts,
we might have supposed that He would have smitten them with a
swift stroke of judgment. We see sin abounding, but not judgment
abounding: on the contrary, "where sin abounded grace did much
more abound." For our thoughts are not as God's thoughts, nor
His ways as our ways; and man's sin is often God's opportunity for
the display of the riches of His grace. So it was at Calvary, when
the Holy One, rejected alike by Israel and the Gentiles, was crucified
and slain: just at that supreme point of man's evil, where indeed
the righteous interposition of God in judgIJilent might have been justly
expected, there came forth, instead, the brightest manifestation of
His grace; the death of the Holy One being revealed as the great
atoning sacrifice, on the ground of which God is able to deal in mercy
with a world of sinners.
Accordingly here, to a rebellious Israel, the words of long-suffering
mercy were spoken: "At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning
ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the Lord
your God": and the next morning the manna fell. It was a strange
sight: one the like of which had never yet been seen. This bread
came down from heaven. "Man did eat angels' food": and when
they saw it their first thought was one of wonder. "What is it ? "
they said (for the word manna means" what is it "), and well might
they ask the question, for who could have supposed that God would
have rained bread out of heaven for the needs of a rebellious people !.
And to us, likewise, strange and astonishing are the ways of grace.
for did we but hear the story of the cross for the first time, surely
astonishment that God could deal with us in mercy would be the first
feeling that would arise in our souls. The wonder of Israel as they
looked on the manna and cried, "What is it ? " would be less than
ours in the contemplation of the" true bread from heaven," as seen
in the person of that Blessed One Who gives us His flesh to eat that
we might have ETERNAL LIFE (John vi. 54).
"But when we view Thy strange design
To save rebellious worms,
Where vengeance and compassion join
In their di vinest forms.
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"Here Thy full character is seen,
Nor can a creature trace
Which of the glories brighter shone,
The justice or the grace."

Christ is the fulfilment of the type of the manna. "Moses gave
you not that bread from heaven; but My Father giveth you the
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is He which cometh
down from heaven and giveth life unto the world." "This is that
bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat
manna and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever"
(John vi. 32, 58). And as in the case of the typical Israel, for" they
were our types" (TU7roL, 1 Cor. x. 6), so is it now with the spiritual
" Israel of God" (Gal. vi. 16). We, as sinners deserving nothing but
the righteous judgment of God, have had rained upon us the rich
provisions of His grace. Unasked, unsought, and unexpected, the
Son of God, the true manna, has come down from heaven into the
midst of a world of guilty rebels, and grace has taught us to feed by
faith upon Him, and to find His flesh meat indeed to our souls.
Jesus, the Christ of God, is the provision of grace ordained for the
unworthy, the full supply of all the needs of His believing people,
giving and sustaining the life of their souls. Well may we say, as
we look upon this wondrous gift of God-this best and most perfect
gift which ever came down from the Father of Lights (James i. 17)this" unspeakable gift" (2 Cor. ix. 15)"Great God of wonders, all Thy ways
Are worthy of Thyself divine,
But the fair glories of Thy grace
Beyond Thine other wonders shine:
Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?
"In wonder lost, with trembling joy,
We take the pardon of our God;
Pardon for sins of deepest dye,
Pardon secured in Jesus' blood:
Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?"
At the close of the chapter is recorded the ordinance of remembrance.
" This is the thing which the Lord commandeth. Fill an omer of it
to be kept for your generations, that they may see the bread wherewith I have fed you in the wilderness when I brought you forth
from the land of Egypt. And Moses said to Aaron, take a pot, and
put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord to
be kept for your generations." Accordingly," the golden pot which
had manna" was enclosed in the Ark, and it also was covered over
by the mercy-seat; as though to show that this memorial, also, must
be associated with the symbol of propitiation; for, of necessity, the
golden pot of manna would be at once a memorial of Israel's sin, and
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of God's forgiving grace. Each generation, in its turn, would thus
be taught that the manna was there to remind them of the sin of
Israel, and of the grace of Israel's God. For us, also, Christ, as the
fulfilment of the type of the manna, is the memorial of sin and salvation: every time we gaze by faith upon Him we are called to remember
our sin, and the provisions of God's grace for our salvation. Even
in heaven will this be true: the fact of sin will not be forgotten in
the joy of its forgiveness. The family of faith, who by faith in Jesus
as the Christ of God, have overcome the world, will, as " overcomers,"
be given to eat of "the hidden manna"-that is, of Christ hidden
in the sanctuary of God, the eternal memorial alike of sin, and of
sin-pardoning grace.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the beginning of another year we would desire
the prayerful sympathy and kind support of friends of the soldier and
sailor on behalf of our efforts to spread the Gospel of Christ in the
Army and Navy. After sixty years of labour the need for such work
is as great as ever. A missionary writes: "Many thanks for your
letter and parcels of Scriptural literature. The Bibles, magazines and
tracts are most useful. I trust that your work for the Lord is being
prospered. Thanking you for all the literature you have so kindly
sent us for so many years now." Another writes: "We thank you
once more for the beautiful parcel you have again sent us. It is indeed
generous of you to think of us here at this station. Many of the books
get passed on to others after being read by those to whom we have
given them. We hear of blessing on the books." Another writes:
"Please accept my warmest thanks for your letter and parcel of
magazines and books. They will all be useful to us and the other
missionaries rejoice with me over such an excellent gift of books.
Thank you for your kind thought." May the Lord richly bless THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the coming year.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, December, 1933.

"WHAT a sink of corruption is in my heart!
-" Lord, show me myself as nothing but wounds, and bruises, and
putrifying sores, and teach me to live by faith on Christ my all.
"Reveal to me the evil of my heart, 0 Thou heart-searching
God."-Henry Martyn.
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JEHOSHAPHATISM.
JEHOSHAPHAT, the royal son of Asa, was a good man, and meant
well. But in certain points his character was weak. Together with
excessive amiability, he possessed a strong love of approbation; and
as this was not satisfied by the marks of esteem he received from his
own admiring people, he went down to Samaria to receive the flattery
of Ahab and his court. Thus things became as they ought ever to
have been, in the judgment of his host and all his courtiers, the
strife of years ceased suddenly, and the two kings agreed to make
common cause against a common enemy; but, formed beneath the
frown of God, the alliance came to grief. At Ramoth-gilead Jehoshaphat lost his honour and Ahab lost his life. A second alliance
between the two nations was dissolved again by disaster. The wellequipped ships that were started to Ophir for the gold that was to
enrich the treasuries of both Jehoshaphat and Ahaziah were left as
hopeless wrecks among the rocks of Ezion-geber. And when, a
third time, against the known will of God, the foolish king of Judah
united forces with the idolatrous king of Israel, the campaign had
nearly ended in the utter destruction of the confederate armies.
After Ephraim had joined himself to idols, God had said to Judah,
" Let him alone." The fact that both peoples had been one in the
past, and were to be one again in the future, as well as other pleas
for union that were, doubtless, often advanced when some common
enemy threatened both nations, weighed nothing in the mind of God
against His command, " Be ye separate." And has He (Who, in olden
times, so jealously guarded His people against the contagion of idolatry
as to forbid all intercourse with those affected by it) become so changed
in mind and will as to permit, at the present day, what He sternly
forbade in the past?
His will was unaltered in Paul's day, for "what fellowship," He
asks, "hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? and what concord hath Christ with
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? and
what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? "Come out
from among them, and be ye separate," says He, and what He says
He certainly means.
Yet, in spite of His clearly expressed command, how often do
we see His own servants openly refusing to render Him obedience!
On the" Temperance" and" Purity" platforms we have side by side
with each other the Evangelical, the Romanist, the Unitarian, and
Atheist. In one of "The Purity" processions, a short time since,
were the Social Democrats, with their red flag, keeping step with, or
gathering round, leading men in the Church of Christ. One of our
" dailies," a few weeks ago, was rejoicing over the fact, in which it
had discovered the rapid growth of a spirit of healthy charity.
Any remons trance is met with the assertion that such men unite
against a common foe, or combine for the public good. But, to say
nothing about the public good, do such unions or combinations tend
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to the good of the Church of Christ? The devil has long sought to
make men believe that the difference between the Puritan and Papist
is only one of opinions; and many who once knew better are inclining to the idea, being influenced, doubtless, by the action of good
men who, unwilling to be deemed uncharitable, are found ready to
give the right hand of fellowship to the representatives of Popery
and infidelity. Cardinal Manning is probably the most popular man
in the whole of the United Kingdom. He has striven to be popular,
and he has succeeded, though, alas! by the help of Protestants.
And in his own personal success he has popularized the system to
which he belongs. Noiselessly, it may be, but certainly, Rome is
striving hard to regain her supremacy in our island, and with fair
chances of success. To those 'who have carefully studied the question,
the whole machinery of the Church of England seems worked by
Papal agents, for Rome's own ends. And when God is calling any
of His own people who may be in her (Rome) to come out of her, is
it a time for His servants to encourage those who are out of her to
approach nearer to her? Charity to Babylon is uncharitableness to
Zion, and, if Judah is to keep apart from Israel, surely there may
be no lawful intercourse between the representatives of the Church
of Christ and those of bloody Rome. Whatever men may advance
in its favour, by the word of God Jehoshaphatism is condemned.
THE LATE JOHN E. LINNEL (Word and Work).
Pavenham Vicarage, Bedford.

TRIBULATION'S DAYS.
word in conclusion. As enabled, may we lay up in store' a
good foundation against the time to come.' Tribulation's days are
not ended; rather, they will increase. I have again and again found
myself praying about the future, asking God to bring me honourably through whatever may yet come to me. The Church has a
heavy time before her. 'If the righteous scarcely be saved.' This
, scarcely be saved' means that they will come into such straits and
difficulties, affuctions, and pressures, that it will seem all but impossible
for them to stand the trial. Pray God to help you, to keep you.
What may COllie we know not; but shall we stand? Will God keep
us? Will He help us to keep the word of His patience? Will He
preserve the truth in us? Will He help us to walk in the truth?
Some may say, ' ....Ve are Protestants.' Many Protestants have denied
the Lord. Peter said he would not, but Peter did. What a mercy
for the Spirit to enable a man to cry, ' Hold Thou me up, and I shall
be safe. Hold up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip
not.' If grace is given to us to walk in this Scripture, 'I am the
Lord thy God, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt;
open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it,' it will be well with us."Pastor J. K. Popharfl.
" ONE
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FAITH AND REPENTANCE.
THE Rev. Rowland Hill was in the habit of receiving ministers at his
house for prayer and discussion of subjects connected with the Scriptures. On one occasion when Cecil, Foster, and several other clergymen
and Dissenting ministers were present, the subject discussed was
" whether faith precedes repentance, or vice versa?" Many opinions
were given on the point, when the Rev. John Neviton inquired, " Can
anyone tell me which begins to work first in the body, the heart or the
lungs?" One of the company replied, " They work simultaneously,"
to which Mr. Newton replied, "So I think it is with faith and
repentance."
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}L)oung jfoIns' lPage.
" GO FORWARD."

WHAT an inspiring motto for the New Year to all my young readers
who have been brought out of darkness into God's marvellous light!
You have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and are
longing to serve Him with the whole heart. "Go fm'ward," then, in
the pathway to heaven, being assured that as by God's grace you
have been brought into the narrow way, the Lord will lead you on
safely to the end of the journey, and then welcome you into the
heavenly Home. "Go forward" knowing in Whom you have believed,
and" looking unto Jesus" day by day for guidance and help, and
for the supply of every need both for body and soul. Do you know
Who gave this striking word of command? It was God Himself
Who said to Moses, "Speak unto the children of Israel that they
go forward." They were to all appearance in extreme danger at the
time. The huge multitude had safely got away from Pharaoh, King
of Egypt, whose slaves they were. All had been delivered-young
and old-and were then at God's command to Moses encamped by
the sea at a place called Pi-hahiroth.
Since leaving Egypt they had been specially guided by God by
a pillar of a cloud going before them in the day-time, which at night
was illuminated miraculously and gave light to the great concourse
of people. They had reached the sea-coast, when, to their horror,
they saw in the distance the Egyptians pursuing them, the king and
great men riding in chariots. We read that there were six hundred
chariots of iron, and captains over everyone of them. The children
of Israel were, of course, in terrible sorrow and dismay, and they
"cried out unto the Lord." Words of comfort and assurance were
at once given to them, for Moses said to them, " Fear ye not, stand
still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will show to you
to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see
them again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace." Then tbe Lord said to Moses, " Speak unto
the children of Israel that they go forward."
But how did the Lord keep back the Egyptians from getting near
to the children of Israel? It is a wonderful story indeed. The
pillar of a cloud which had been before them leading them on, went
behind them, " and it came between the camp of the Egyptians and
the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but
it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the
other all the night" (Exod. xiv. 20).
Then at God's command Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and the Lord caused the sea to go back all that night and made
the sea dry land and the waters were divided. Obeying the command
to "go forward," the children of Israel went into the midst of the
sea, and" the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and
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~ their left." They all reached the opposite shore in safety, but
when the Egyptians pursued them into the midst of the sea, the Lord
caused .the waters to return, and they were all drowned as they were
attempting to turn back. Thus the Lord delivered His people by
His almighty power. "To Him be glory."
A very happy New Year to each of my dear young readers. As
you "go forward" into 1934, remember that the Lord is able to
supply every need, and to deliver in every trial of whatever kind.
The following lines by Frances Ridley Havergal show what a happy
New Year means to the child of God. Perhaps some of you may
commit them to memory, and repeat them in the home circle on
E. A. H.
New Year's Day.
NEW YEAR'S WISHES.
"WHAT shall I wish thee ~
Treasures of earth ~
Songs in the springtime,
Pleasure and mirth ~
Flowers on thy pathway,
Skies ever clear ~
Would this ensure thee
A happy New Year~
"What shall I wish _thee
What can be found,
Bringing thee sunshine
All the year round ~
Where is the treasure,
Lasting and dear,
That shall ensure thee
A happy New Year?

~

"Faith that increaseth,
Walking in light;
Hope that- aboundeth,
Happy and bright;
Love that is perfect,
Casting out fear;
These shall ensure thee
A happy New Year.
"Peace in the Saviour,
Rest at His feet,
Smile of His countenance
Radiant and sweet,
Joy in His presence!
Christ ever near!
This will ensure thee,
A happy New Year! "
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THE LATE ARCHBISHOP TEMPLE AND THE
REAL PRESENCE.
A PAPER READ BY THE LATE VENERABLE W. F. TAYLOR, D.D.,
ARCHDEACON OF LIVERPOOL, AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE,
OF THE EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT UNION,
HELD AT MANCHESTER, Oct. 12th and 13th, 1898.

1'1' is with the respect due to his high office that I venture to make
a few observations on the l'emarkable pronouncements of the Archbishop of Canterbury in the charge he is at present delivering to the
clergy of his archdiocese; and, indeed, from his high position, to the
clergy and lay members of the whole Church of England. He tells
us that there are two distinct opinions on the subject of the" Holy
Eucharist" which for a long time have divided Christians from one
another-first, those who hold that there is no special gift bestowed
in the Sacrament, but that the value of it mainly, if not entirely,
resides in the effect produ<,;ed on the soul of the receiver. On the other
hand, there are those who believe that the Sacrament conveys "a
special mysterious gift" uniting us to Christ in a special manner,
giving new life, power, and spiritual insight; that the bread and
wine are, no doubt, only figures, but that they are figures which
imply realities. Now, he says that between these two opinions there
can be no question at all that the Church holds the latter, i.e., the
bestowal of a special mysterious gift, and that this gift is bestowed
when the individual receives the consecrated elements, for until then
he does not fulfil the necessary conditions; but if the question be,
not" when does the communicant receive the gift, but when does the
congregation in which the Holy Eucharist is celebrated receive it, not
as individuals, but as a congregation, the answer may be different,
and this is what is commonly called the dispute concerning the Real
Presence." The Church of England, he says, has given no answer to
this question, and I say very properly, for the congregation as a whole
does not receive it at all, nor ever did. Individual communicants
receive a spiritual blessing by the one and only means, namely, their
own personal faith. The collective congregation, as SUJh, receives
nothing at all but the outward signs and ordinance. I nt'ver heard
or read such an extraordinary statement as that of a collective reception
without faith.
The Archbishop goes on to tell us that "Hooker (circa 1590),
undeniably a very great authority on Church of England doctrines,
maintains that the Real Presence should not be looked for in the
consecrated elements, but in the receiver; and that the Church
certainly teaches Hooker's doctrine." In this the Archbishop is right,
though it seems scarcely consistent with what he said above, that the
congregation received a gift without communicating. But the Archbishop does not seem to be satisfied with Hooker's view himself, as
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he says the Church nowhere forbids the further doctrine that there is
" a Real Presence some way attached to the elements at the time of
consecration." But are we to be at liberty, by the exercise of an
ingenious imagination, to supplement the doctrines of the Church
by additions of our own because the Church has not expressly forbidden
them ~ I am not aware that the Church has expressly forbidden
Buddhism or Brahminism or Confucianism. I do not remember where
it has forbidden holy water or incense, yet both have been condemned
by the courts. Nor can I admit that the Bennett judgment makes
lawful Mr. Bennett's views because they did not condemn them.
Some one of the judges suggested a doubt as to the possible meaning
of his words, and, whilst severely censuring his language as "rash,
illjudged, and perilously near a violation of the law, still, not without
doubt and division of opinion amongst the judges themselves, they
gave him the benefit of the doubt." This is but a frail foundation on
which to build an argument in favour of the Lutheran interpretation
of the doctrine of the Church as lawful and permissible.
The question of the Real Presence is really a very simple one. Is
the presence of Christ purely subjective in the heart of the true believer,
or objective, i.e., external to the believer, and attached in some
mysterious way to the elements by the act of consecration, independent
of faith, in the individual ~ The true doctrine is the former, the
subjective; the latter, the objective, is rejected by the Church of
England, whether it be called Consubstantiation or Transubstantiation.
If there be no Real Presence till the time of consecration, the Archbishop
asks what is the use of consecration ~ To this I reply with another
question: where does our Lord enjoin any consecration beyond doing
what He Himself did ~ He took bread, blessed or gave thanks; Ior
the expressions in this case are equivalent (compare Matt. xxvi. 26,
and Luke xxii. 19). He brake it and gave it to the disciples, and said,
"Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you and for many
for the remission of sins. This do in remembrance of me." He thus,
for that purpose, and for that time and object, constituted the bread
to be the sign of His body. There was no Real Presence attached
to the elements, as the Archbishop seems to argue. In order to support
his view that there is, he quotes the Catechism and the Communion
office that "the body and blood of Christ are verily and indeed
taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's Supper." No doubt
they are by faith, and by faith only. It is the means whereby tne
body of Christ is taken and eaten in the Supper, but only in the faithful
participation in the ordinance. The Archbishop apparently wants an
objective presence, or a Real Presence, attached to the elements by
consecration and before reception.
This doctrine logically leads on to, and carries with it, the Eucharistic adoration or adoration of the Host and the Eucharistic sacrifice, and
so prepares the way for the sacrifice of the Mass. But what is meant
by receiving the body of Christ in the Lord's Supper ~ Ask Cranmer,
the man who drew up the Communion Office, and the Forty-two articles.
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. In his preface to the Lord's Supper he explains his words thus: "Lest
any man should mistake my meaning and think that I mean that,
although Christ be not corporally, i.e., bodily, in the outward signs,
yet He is corporally in the persons that duly receive the same. This
is to advertise the reader that I mean no such thing; but my meaning
is that the force, the grace, tne virtue, and benefit of Christ's body,
which was crucified for us, and of His blood, which was shed for us,
be really and effectually present with all those that duly receive the
same; but all this I understand of His spiritual presence, of the which
he said, ' I will be with you to the world's end,' and' where two or
three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of
them.' Nor no more is He corporally or really present in the due
administration of the Lord's Supper than He is in the due administration of baptism (that is, in both spiritually by grace)." This is
plain. Cranmer did not hold the " Real Presence of Christ attached
to the elements." Far from it! His words are: "They say that
Christ is corporally under or in the forms of bread and wine; we say
that Christ is not there neither corporally nor spiritually; but in them
that worthily eat and drink the bread and wine He is spiritually, and
corporally in heaven." Again," That as the sun corporally is ever in
heaven and nowhere else, and yet by his operation and virtue the sun
is here in earth . . . . so likewise our Saviour, Christ, bodily and
corporally is in heaven, sitting at the right hand of the Father, although
spiritually He hath promised to be with us upon earth to the world's
end." So spake Ridley and Latimer, and all the Reformers in King
Edward's Catechism (1553). So also Cranmer declares in the Declaration at the end of the Communion Office, " The natural body and blood
of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and not here." The sign is one
thing: the thing signified another. It is faith and faith alone that
brings them both (Christ and the bread) together, not consecration.
The bread, wine, and water are simply signs of spiritual realities.
"What meanest thou by this word Sacrament?" "I mean an
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, which
(sign, quod nobis datur) is given to us" (Durel's Latin Prayer Book).
It is also a means, i.e., outward or external, whereby, through faith,
we receive the spiritual grace; and it is a pledge to assure us thereof.
This was the doctrine of Augustine in the fourth century, who says:
" Christ did not hesitate to say to His disciples, 'This is My body,'
when He gave them the sign of His body" (signum corporis).
Tertullian, too, about A.D. 200, said that Christ made the bread His
body-that is the figure of His body" (jigura corporis). So also
Bertram in the ninth century and Wickliffe in the fourteenth. I am
unable to admit that the Church holds or permits what is generally,
though not correctly, understood as the Lutheran doctrine of Consubstantiation. The English Reformers rejected that doctrine.
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer (before 1550) embraced the doctrine of
Zuinglius on the Lord's Supper. This anyone can do for himself who
will take the trouble to read, not mutilated or fragmentary extracts
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from their works, but the works themselves. It is also not true that
Zuinglius held that the Lord's Supper was a bare memorial. He held,
indeed, and truly, that the bread and wine were only signs; but he
does not deny the presence of Christ in the Supper. " We believe,"
he says, " that Christ is truly in the Supper. Yea, we do not believe
it is the Supper of the Lord unless Christ is present; but believe it
does not follow that Christ or the body of Christ is in the bread or
in the place in which is the bread." The Twenty-fifth Article states
that the Sacraments are "effectual signs of grace." So they are;
but" only to those who worthily receive them, i.e., by faith." They
are not only signs, but seals; and are as the wax which is attached
to a legal document in the case of a lawful heir. They are pledges of
Christ's love.
But I must conclude. The views put forth by the Primate on the
Real Presence, and also on prayers for the dead, which is but the first
step towards purgatory and requiem Masses, are calculated in their
effect, I do not say intended, to help forward the Romeward movement
in the Church. They certainly open a wide door in that direction,
and will tend to assimilate still more nearly the Church of England
to Rome both in doctrine and practice. There will soon be little to
choose between them, except that the Church of Rome is far more
logical and consistent. Their doctrinal system is compact, logical,
homogenous; though, in our judgment, utterly wrong and on a sandy
foundation. The Church of England as now represented by tho e
in authority is what? Who can tell? It is not difficult, in my
opinion, to see where and how all this must end. Who can bring
Cosmos out of such a Chaos? English people may love a compromi e
and comprehension, and they do, especially in religion; but there are
limits even to their breadth and forbearance. The strain will snap at
last, and I think I see signs of it beginning now, and am not urprised.
The evil should not have been allowed to reach such a height. The
National Church might have been saved then. Will it now? The
Primate admits that fifty years ago a great body of the clergy of this
country certainly held, as far as ever they defined to themselves, the
doctrine of Hooker. "But I do' not think," he says, "we can say
the same now, as a good many have since adopted the doctrines of
Luther." This is a sad and startling admission. It is too true. He
may not-he does not in words-regret the change. I do; and mourn
the sad declension and defection from the pure Reformation which
was procured for us by our martyred Reformers. This is the effect of
the Oxford movement. The Arc~bishop assures us that there is no
bishop on the English bench who has the smallest inclination to go
over to Romanism. I quite believe him: but many seem to have
little or no objection whatever to bring Rome into the Church, to see
the Church of England Romanized by the adoption of doctrines and
practices that no ordinary man can distinguish from Romanism, only
it is not called so, but under the profession of Catholicism. Happily
the commonsense of the nation is at length beginning to see what the
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Ritualistic movement really means, and will be misled no longer.
They have trusted too long already to those in authority. The nation
will now, it is to be hoped, take the matter into its own hands. The
day of awakening has come.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ENCOURAGING meetings were held in the Edward Wood Hall, Leicester,
on Monday, Nov. 13th, in connection with the Auxiliary in that city.
The Rev. Leonard Hasler presided over the afternoon meeting, and
in a few opening remarks emphasized the word" Friend." The Rev.
Thomas Houghton sounded a note of joy, his address being based
upon magnifying the Lord. The Secretary made a few remarks upon
" The One Family." At the evening meeting the Rev. J. K. Thorpe
occupied the chair and warmly commended the work of the Society.
Tbe Rev. Thomas Houghton spoke of four exhortations to pilgrims
in the Epistle of St. Peter: "Be mindful," " Be not ignorant," " Be
diligent," "Beware." The local Hon. Treasurer made a statement as
to finance. The Secretary spoke on the method of work, and E. J.
Underwood, Esq., gave a warm-hearted address from the words, " Go
home to thy friends and tell them how great things the Lord hath
done for thee."
The Co=ittee very heartily appreciate the kindness of friends who
bave organized Sales of Work at Horley, Croydon, Hastings, Hawkhurst and other places, the result in each case being very good.
There are now 1080 pensioners on the books of the Society, and
the Committee hope for the continuance of the prayerful and practical
sympathy of Christian friends on behalf of these aged members of
tbe Lord's family.

!l\eblfws anll jltotices of 15oots.
BUNHILL FIELDS. Vol. n. By Alfred W. Light. Pp. 224. Price
6/-, postage 6d.; special binding, price 8/-, postage 6d. (C. J.
Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.CA.)
Bunbill Fields, London, is the famous burial ground of Non-conformists. Over three hundred Non-conformist ministers were buried
tbere. Amongst these are John Bunyan, Dr. Watts, and Doctors
John Owen and John Gill.
This volume gives brief accounts, some longer and some shorter, of
a great many of the ministers of the Gospel who were buried in this
burial ground. For the most part they lived in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Many of the ministers mentioned were ejected
from the Church of EI1gland when the Act of Uniformity was passed
in 1662. Their ejection was due to the fact that they had not been
Episcopally ordained. In those days the people of England did not
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enJoy religious liberty-a blessing which, though now ours, is not
valued as it ought to be. Godly and faithful Non-conformist ministers
had therefore to suffer severely for their religious convictions. Bunyan,
as we all know, was confined in Bedford Gaol for about twelve years.
The writing of this handsome and well-illustrated volume must
have meant a great amount of careful research, thought, and labour
on the part of its author. He has given us a deeply-interesting
volume, written in an easy style. In reading it we were impressed
with the sufferings which faithful men had to endure for their religious
convictions, and we were also struck with the large number of faithful
men whom God raised up in the difficult times of which the book
treats. Notwithstanding much darkness, the light of God's truth
shone forth, and many rejoiced in it.
At the end of the volume there is an excellent sermon by the famous
commentator, Dr. John Gill. This is remarkable for its clear exposition of the passage from which Dr. Gill preached, and for the orderly
and clear way in which he marshalls his points. Many present-day
ministers might learn much from reading this sermon.
There is also a sermon by John Collett Ryland, and an address by
Abraham Booth.
We warmly commend the volume and hope it will have a good
sale. Volume I may still be obtained at the same publishers. Price
4/6, by post 5/-.
THREE YEARS AS A NUN. By Charlotte Myhill. Pp. 16. Price 2d.
(The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is a very sad account of a girl of fifteen who was influenced
by a Roman Catholic lady first to become a Romanist, and then to
enter a nunnery. At last, however, she was delivered from such a life.
We have also received from The Protestant Truth Society THE
RUIN OF GIRLS IN CONVENT SCHOOLS, by the late S. J. Abbott.
Price 2d. It is a very able exposure of the danger of sending Protestant children to convent schools, besides exposing the inferiority
of the education given in them.GOSPEL ECHOES. Edited by Clement Wileman. Vol. XLVIII. 1933.
Price 1/-, bound in cloth. (Mr. Clement Wileman, 74, Vivian
Avenue, Hendon, London, N.W.4.)
The monthly copies of Gospel Echoes for 1933 are here bound up
in an attractive volume. It is well-illustrated and well-suited for
presentation in this handy form.
GRACE REIGNING IN ELECTION. By Dr. Horatius Bonar.
This is a most excellent leaflet of two pages. It may be had from
Mr. G. H. Fromow, 6, Cedars Road, Chiswick, London, W.4. Price
4d. a dozen and 2/6 per 100, post free. We warmly commend it.
It deserves a large circulation.

