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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulat.ion, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTBfANS i. 4.

OUR ALL-SUFFICIENT GOD.
"Our sufficiency is of God."-II CORINTHIANS iii. 5.
As we go forth into a new year we are all more or less apt to
wonder what may happen in its course. We know from experience
that changes take place, and we are prone to think of possible
dangers, trials, troubles, and difficulties which may come into
our experience. Many of our anticipated trials may never take
place, and yet our minds may be filled with morbid fears lest
this or that trouble may overtake us. The fear of troubles is
often our greatest trouble, and yet such fear often proves groundless. We are much better occupied if we live a day at a time.
In fact, our LORD definitely enjoins His people to take no anxious
thought for the morrow. "The morrow," He says, " shall take
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof" (Matt. vi. 34). The little crosses and trials of each day
are sufficient for us to bear. Let us face them with childlike
trust in our heavenly FATHER. Let us not add to their weight
by imagining the trials of to-morrow, which may never really
come. It is sufficient for us to face each trial by itself as it comes.
Some people love to tell all the horrors which they unwisely
read in sensational newspapers, and thus make themselves and
others wretched and miserable. We have enough trials in our
own families, and in our own neighbourhood, without piling on
to them all the horrible happenings which sensational newspapers
collect from all parts of the earth.
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For ourselves, we think it unwise to read, or to tell to others,
all the sorrows which prevail in the world. We need to speak
comfortably to one another, and seek to cheer one another up,
amid all the sorrow, darkness, and distress which prevail more
or less everywhere. David encouraged himself in the LORD his
GOD. Paul said to his fellow-passengers, "Now I exhort you
to be of good cheer." He could tell them of the Divine promise
that "there shall be no loss of any man's life." All on board
would escape safe to land.
We would say, then, to all our dear readers, at home and abroad,
instead of harbouring in your minds all manner ot morbid fears
as to the future, dwell on the all-sufficiency of our Covenant GOD.
" He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
His eternal covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear
GOD is all sufficient for the coming year! "

~

"Who is sufficient for these things ~" Who is sufficient for
the daily duties, the daily temptations, the daily difficulties, the
daily loneliness, in many cases, which confront us ~ Wha
minister is sufficient to preach the Gospel of GOD'S grace ~
What believer is sufficient to walk humbly before GOD ~ Who
of us is sufficient to face the power of the world, the flesh, and
the devil ~ Who is sufficient of himself to stand against the
wiles of the devil ~ Who is sufficient to dare to stand alone
against the errors, the worldliness, the evil customs and ways
of the professing Church ~ Who is sufficient to walk in holy
separation from the evils of the times in which we live ~ We
are not sufficient of ourselves- even to think anything as of ourselves.
Our sufficiency is wholly of GOD. "For of Him, and through
Him, and to Him, are all things: to Whom be glory for ever"
(Rom. xi. 36). We know we shall in ourselves be "poor and
needy" all through this new year. No day will dawn when we
can rightly say, "I am rich and have need of nothing." But no
day will dawn when through infinite grace we cannot rightly
say, "We have an all-sufficient GOD."
In view of the new year then, let us think of our all-sufficient
GOD.
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1. First, His mercy is aU-su.ificient.
It was all-sufficient when first we were made to feel what lost,
ruined, hell-deserving sinners we were. The SPIRIT Who convinced
us of our sin, also led us to JESUS' blood, and to our wondering
view revealed the secret love of GOD. We were encouraged when
we read, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts; and let him return unto the LORD, and He
will have mercy upon him; and to our GOD, for He will abundantly
pardon" (Isaiah Iv. 7). Trusting in the blood and righteousness
of Christ we drew near, and we heard the words, "I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud thy sins,"
and we went on our way rejoicing. But we soon found that
the old nature was still there, and that the world and the devil
were still powerful. Despite our experience of mercy received,
we found we still needed mercy. Again, however, we found
GOD'S mercy was all-sufficient. We read that, "If we (believers)
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9). Our
all-sufficient GOD will still be the same throughout the new year. "'We shall need His mercy every day, but we are encouraged to
come boldly to His throne, by the blood of JESUS, to obtain it.
His mercy is "from everlasting to everlasting" to His people.
It endureth for ever. That covers the year 1936.
2. Secondly, His grace is all-sufficient.
His grace provided the SAVIOUR. His grace brought salvation
to His people. Through His grace they were quickened and by
His grace they were saved, through faith, and that not of themselves. Our redemption and regeneration are due to His grace.
We were justified freely by His grace. We were effectually called
by His grace. By His grace we are what we are.

" Grace first contrived a wav
To save rebellious man, .
And all the steps that grace display,
Which drew the wondrous plan.
" Grace first inscribed my name
In GOD'S eternal book:
'Twas grace that gave me to the LAMB,
Who all my sorrows took.
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" Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;
'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go."

We must attribute to Divine grace any degree of steadfastness
which has characterized our walk in the narrow way. The favour
of our all-sufficient GOD has been manifested by His keeping
power. "Kept by the power of GOD" describes our experience.
Apart from His keeping power and grace, we could not have
stood for a moment against the power of the world, the flesh,
and the devil.
" And can He have taught' me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame? "
Nay, verily, I may still rely on His all-sufficient grace. He bids
me to come boldly to His throne to "find grace to help in time
of need." That encouragement holds good to-day, and will
hold good all through the new year. His grace never becomes
exhausted. We may say with John Newton,
" My never.failing treasury, fill'd
With boundless stores of grace."
He bestowed His grace in the past, but" He giveth more grace."
It is always true that "He giveth grace unto the humble." To
His tried people He says, "My grace is sufficient for thee."
We may be sure of His keeping, enabling and upholding grace
all through the new year.
Listen! "GOD is able to make all grace abound toward you;
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things may abound
to every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8). Note the words" all gra-ee,"
"always," "all sufficiency," "in all things." Here is abounding
grace for Christian ministers, husbands, wives, children, and for
GOD'S people employed in the various professions, in the office,
in the shop, and on the farm. All-sufficient grace is assured
to believers of all nations, to those in all positions in life, and
whether high or low, rich or poor, old or young.
3. Thirdly, His wealth ~:s all-sufficient.
We read" the earth is full of Thy riches" (Ps. civ. 24). The
wealth of the earth then belongs to Him. "The earth is the
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and the fulness thereof" (Ps. xxiv. 1). He says, " Every
beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.
The world is Mine, and the fulness thereof" (Ps. 1. 10-12). Again,
" The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, saith the LORD of hosts"
(Haggai ii. 8). Every believer can say, "I have a rich FATHER.
He owns all the land in all the five continents. All the accumulated
wealth of the whole world belongs to Him-its silver, its gold, and
all its produce."
Moreover, He is a GOD Who supplies all our need according
to His riches in glory by CHRIST JESUS. Thus money, clothing,
food, are all guaranteed to us. Does He feed the birds and clothe
the lilies ~ And shall He not much more feed and clothe you,
o ye of little faith ~
Have you a large family, and are food and clothing' dear,
rents high, and income small ~ Remember your all-sufficient
GOD and FATHER. If His children ask bread will He give them
a stone ~ If they ask for clothing, will He allow them to be
naked ~ Did He not make coats of skin for our fallen parents ~
Doubt not, then, that He will supply your needs. You may
have nothing in the banks of earth, but remember the Bank of
Heaven, and the all-sufficient GOD Who dwells there.
4. Fourthly, His power is all-sujJicient.
You say you feel faint, but" He giveth power to the faint."
You say you "have no might," but to such He "increaseth
strength." Even youths may faint and be weary, but "They
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength." There is
no limit to His power. Beware of limiting the HOLY ONE of
Israel in your thoughts. Remember that He has made the heaven
and the earth by His great power, and stretched-out arm, and
there is nothing too hard for Him. Be assured then, that His
power is all-sufficient for thee.
5. Fifthly, His providence is all-sufficient.
All things in the whole universe are under His control. Even
a king's heart is in His hand, and He can turn and dispose it as
He will. He worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will. The book of J onah shows that He can control the winds
and the waves, the fish of the sea, and the gourds and worms
of the earth. The history of Elijah shows that He can use the

LORD'S,
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ravens to feed His people, and poor widows to sustain them. He
can control all hearts, all events, and all creatures, and cause all
things to work together for good to them that love Him, and
have been called according to His eternal and gracious purpose.
6. Sixthly, His faithfulness is all-sujJicient.
Great is His faithfulness)' He is "the faithful GOD, Which
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him and keep
His commandments" (Deut. vii. 9). He changes not. Hence,
since He has been faithful in the past, we may be sure He will
be faithful in the future. We may always rely on His promises.
"He is faithful that promised." We may rightly be persuaded
that no conceivable thing, visible or invisible, angelic or human,
present or future, heavenly or earthly, "shall be able to separate
us from the love of GOD, which is in CHRIST JESUS our LoRD'
(Rom. viii. 38, 39).
He will ever be true to the promise, "I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee." His faithfulness never varies.
" Tell of His wondrous faithfulness,
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And our performing GOD.
"Engraved as in eternal brass
The mighty promise shines;
Nor can the powers of darkness raze
Those everlasting lines.
" His very word of grace is strong
As that which built the skies;
That voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises."
(Isaac Watts.)
7. Finally, His prospective blessings are all-sujJicient.
We cannot now fully enter into them. In our present state
we are incapable of grasping all the blessedness which is laid
up for the redeemed people of GOD. But what our all- ufficient
GOD has been pleased to reveal is sufficient to cheer our hearts.
We are told that it is our FATHER'S good pleasure to give us
the kingdom, that the righteous shall shine forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their FATHER, that the kingdom is heavenly and
everlasting, a kingdom divinely prepared for CHRIST'S sheep,
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"a kingdom which cannot be moved." We are told of "an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven." We read of "a crown of life," "a
crown of righteousness," and" a crown of glory." We read of
being called to "eternal glory," of appearing with CHRIST in
glory, and of beholding His glory. We read of heavenly mansions
,and of being where CHRIST our REDEEMER is. We read of
resurrection glory, of Incorruptible bodies, of death being abolished.
We read of deliverance from hunger and thirst, from sorrow,
crying, pain, and death. We read of all tears being wiped away.
Thus the prospective blessings are indeed all-sufficient. They
will doubtless be grander and more glorious than we can now
realize.
"Rejoice, ye people of the LORD,
And magnify the name,
Of Him Whose mercy and Whose grace,
Are evermore the same.
" His wealth, His power, His providence,
Are ranged upon your side;
His faithfulness and goodness, too,
For ever shall abide.
" IJet praise at all times rise to Him
Who bought you with His blood;
With heartfelt gratitude extol,
Your all-sufficient GOD."
THE EDITOR
Whitington V icarG{je,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

LORD CARSON'S FAITH.
"BUT as there is an end to everything one would dwell last upon
his piety which, being of himself, was of a quality simple and unaffected.
To his great friend, Dr. D'Arcy, afterwards Primate of All Ireland,
at a moment of sickness, he said: 'I have seen much to shake one's
faith, but what remains with me is no more than I learned at my
mother's knee-" God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son ...'"
" 'It is enough,' said Dr. D'Arcy."-(The Morning Post, Oct. 25th,
1935. Article," Carson, the man who made Ulster.")
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NEW YEAR'S JOY.
"./'Re-joice evermore."-l THESSALONIANS v. 16.
ON the opening days of a new year it is customary for us to wish
one another a happy new year. The mere wish does not itself
bring happiness, but it expresses our desire on behalf of one
another. Behind this wish there is the consciousness that the
year will not be wholly without clouds. Experience teaches us
that life has its downs as well as its ups, its times of depression as
well as its times of exultation, its sorrows as well as its joys. Yet
there is such a thing as real happiness. The inspired psalmist
says, "Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, who e
hope is in the Lord his God" (Ps. cxlvi. 5). The word" blessed'
in the Psalms often means" happy," and it follows that they whose
transgressions are forgiven are blessed or happy. So in like
manner the man who fears the Lord, who walks in His ways, who
trusts in His strength, and who keeps His testimonies, is a happy
man. This does not mean that he is exempt from trial, temptation and difficulty, but he has nevertheless a joy and a peace of
which these things cannot deprive him.
A happy man is a man possessed of joy, and the apostle does
not mock God's people when he says to them, "Rejoice evermore. '
He is exhorting them to do what Divine grace can enable them
to do. He is exhorting them to a spiritual exercise for which
many reasons are given in Scripture.
1. First, they should re-joice because their names are written in
heaven.
When" the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even
the devils are subject unto us through Thy name," the Lord said
to them, "Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits
are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names
are written in heaven" (Luke x. 17, 20).
All who are members of "the Church of the firstborn" "are
written or enrolled in heaven." They are citizens of " the heavenly
Jerusalem" and are destined to dwell in "the city that hath
foundations" (Heb. xii. 22, 23; Rev. xxi. 27). Their" names
are in the book of life" (Phi!. iv. 3).
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Here is a real and a permanent ground of rejoicing. No change
in our circumstances can blot out our names from the Lamb's
book of life. It is therefore a constant ground of rejoicing if we
belong to the Church of God which He hath purchased with His
own blood, and are therefore numbered amongst those who are
written in the Lamb's book of life.
2. Secondly, we are bidden to reioice IN THE LORD Himself.
" Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, rejoice" (Phi!.
iv. 4). The Lord Jesus is the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever. As He is unchangeable in His love to His people, they have
constant ground of rejoicing in Him. Whatever ups and downs
come into their experience there is no change in Him. His love,
His mercy, His compassion, His sympathy, His power, and His
faithfulness, are always the same. We may find it difficult to
rejoice in our circumstances, but He should ever be the object
of our delight and joy. We have reason to rejoice in His blood
and righteousness, in His priestly intercession, in His keeping and
saving power, and in the hope of His coming again to bring us to
the heavenly mansions. He rejoices in His people, and they have
everlasting reason to rejoice in Him. "He," says the prophet,
"will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He
will joy over thee with singing" (Zeph. iii. 17). The more we
realize all that He is, and will be to His people, the more shall
be stimulated to rejoice in Him.
Abraham rejoiced to see His day and was glad (John viii. 56). The
disciples rejoiced when they saw their risen Lord (see John xx. 20).
John the Baptist rejoiced greatly to hear His voice (John iii. 29).
The Ethiopian eunuch" went on his way rejoicing" when he
was brought into the full light of the Lord's atoning death as his
holy Substitute (Acts viii. 39).
In like manner, though we have not seen Him, yet believing, we
"rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter i. 8).
Zacchreus "received Him joyfully" when He graciously said to
him, "To-day I must abide at thy house" (Luke xix. 6). He is
the chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely One.
Well, then, might the apostle exhort us to rejoice in Him alway.
In all the days and months of the new year may we be enabled
to delight in Him.
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Having tasted of His grace, how can we do otherwise than
rejoice in Him, and in His salvation?
3. Thirdly, we should rejoice because others have experienced His
grace.
When Barnabas came to Antioch and had seen the evidences
of the grace of God in the great number who had believed and
turned to the Lord, he rejoiced. His heart was gladdened at the
manifestations of "the hand of the Lord" (Acts xi. 23).
Paul rejoiced that Christ was preached, although some preached
Him of contention (Phil. i. 18). He never rejoiced in the preaching
of error, but when Christ was really preached his great heart wa<>
glad. He rejoiced at the steadfastness of the faith of the Colo sian
saints, and said to the Thessalonian saints, "What thanks can
we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy
for your sakes before our God" (Col. ii. 5; 1 Thess. iii. 8, 9). The
heart of the Apostle John" rejoiced greatly" when he found the
children of "the elect lady" "walking in truth."
He also "rejoiced greatly when the brethren came and testified
of the truth" that was in the" well-beloved Gaius" and that he
was also walking in the truth (2 John 4; 3 John 3). On the 0 her
hand, when some have cheered the hearts of ministers and 0 hers
by the manifestation of a real work of grace, and these same becin
to get cold and worldly in their walk, what sorrow fills the hearts
of those who notice their backslidings. If there be any of the
Lord's people amongst the young who are grieving their elder
relatives and friends by being led away by popular preachers,
popular errors, and popular and worldly pleasures, we would
beseech them to consider their ways, and beware of continuing
in slippery paths and dangerous ways.
4. Fourthly, we have reason to rejoice that the salvation 0/ God
was not intended for one nation only.
It is true that the apostles were to begin at Jerusalem and hence
Paul and Barnabas said to the Jews at Antioch in Pisidia, "It
was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken
to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy
of everlasting life, 10, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord
commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the
Gentiles, that Thou sl).ouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the
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earth." What a mercy this is, dear readers. We might have been
left out. The Lord in His sovereignty might, if He had chosen,
left us out and excluded us from even hearing of His salvation.
Thank God, He purposed to save a great and an innumerable
multitude" of all nations, and kindreds, and people, arid tongues."
Christ, His eternal and beloved Son, is "a light to lighten the
Gentiles," as well as "the glory of His people Israel." Were this
not true, THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE would never have been published.
We Gentiles would never have heard the Gospel of the grace of
God, or if we did hear of it, its blessings would never have been·
experienced by us.
When the Gentiles at Antioch in Pisidia heard this declaration
of God's gracious purpose, "they were glad, and glorified the
word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed" (Acts xiii. 46-48). What reason we have to rejoice if
we Gentiles have been saved in the Lord with an everlasting
salvation.
5. Fifthly, we are bidden to rejoice even ij we have to suffer jor
Ohrist's sake.
There is no doubt that we shall have to suffer more or less if

we are Christ's people, and the more faithful we are the more we
shall have to suffer for His name. "All that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12). There is
no exception to this rule, though the sufferings of some may be
greater than those of others.
Our Lord forewarns His people of this. He tells them they may
be reviled, persecuted, maligned, hated, separated from men's
company, and their names cast .out as evil for His sake.
But He goes on to say, "Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like
manner did their fathers unto the prophets" (see Matt. v. 12;
Luke vi. 22, 23). Peter gives a similar warning. He says,
" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:
but rejoice', inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings;
that when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy
are ye" (1 Pet. iv. 12-14).
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If it be asked, is it possible to rejoice when we are suffering
keenly for Christ's sake ~ We have the answer in the apostle's
own example. We read that after the apostles had been beaten,
and commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus, " They departed
from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted
worthy to suffer shame for His name." We read of the evident
joy which filled the hearts of Paul and Silas when they were
enabled not only to pray but to sing" praises unto God" in the
inner prison at Philippi (Acts xvi. 24, 25).
When a prisoner in Rome the Apostle Paul wrote, "Who now
rejoice in my sutJerings for you, and fill up that which is behind of
the applications of Christ in my flesh for His body's sake, which
is the Church" (Col. i. 24).
It needs to be remembered that we may be joyful and sorrowful
at the same time. We may be joyful that God in His mercy
gives us enabling grace to go forth unto Christ without the camp,
bearing His reproach, and we may be sorrowful because of the
keenness of the sUfferings which we may have to endure for Christ's
sake. "As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing," is the language of
the faithful, yet greatly persecuted apostle of the Gentiles (2 Cor.
vi. 10).
Finally, we are bidden to rejoice in hope. "Rejoicing in hope'
patient in tribulation " (Rom. xii. 12). We read of " others "hich
have no hope." How awful is their state! We, however, can
" rejoice in the hope of the glory of God." Great is our reward
in heaven. The blessed hope of the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ cheers our hearts amid all the
sufferings for Christ's sake of this present time. Let us then rejoice
and be glad, for the marriage of the Lamb is coming, and we can
look forward through infinite grace to being "called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb."
We know well that it is easier to write about rejoicing than to
practice it. We know what it is to get down and to be depressed.
We know what it is to sit under the juniper tree, like the great
and courageous prophet Elijah. But we desire to be of good cheer,
and to delight in the Lord, and we desire to encourage our readers
to lift up their heads and to remember that their full redemption
draweth nigh. Wherefore we repeat the language of the apostle,
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and say, "Rejoice evermore"; "Rejoice with them that do
rejoice, and weep with them that weep"; "Rejoice in the Lord
alway; and again I say, Rejoice" (1 Thess. v. 16; Rom. xii. 15;
Phil. iv. 4).
"Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,
Who makes your cause His own;
The hope that's built upon His Word
(J. Newton.)
Can ne'er be overthrown."
THE

EDITOR.

FORWARD!
" 'FORWARD let the people go,'
Israel's God will have it so ;
Though the path be through the sea,
Israel, what is that to thee?
He Who bids thee pass the waters,
Will be with His sons and daughters.
"Deep and wide the sea appears,
Israel wonders, Israel fears;
Yet the word is ' forward,' still,
Israel, 'tis thy Master's will;
Though no way thou canst discover,
Not one plank to float thee over.
" Israel, art thou sorely tried?
Art thou pressed on every side?
Does it seem as if no power
Could relieve thee in this hour ?
Wherefore art thou thus disheartened ?
Is the arm that saves thee shortened?
" Stand thou still this day, and see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee;
Safe thyself on yonder shore,
Thou shalt see thy foes no more:
Thine to see the Saviour's glory,
Thine to tell the wondrous story.
" Yea, thy God shall yet be known,
Far and wide, as God alone;
At His word shall idols fall,
For thy God is Lord of all :
Strength is His, and His salvation;
He shall reign in every nation."
Thomas Kelly.
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'JUgtim 'Japeta.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Speak ye unto the rock."-NuMBERs xx. 8.

OF all the types of the blessed Son of God, that of the Rock is amongst
the most delightful and soul-consoling.
"Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee."

That immortal hymn of dear Toplady's was founded, doubtless,
upon his meditation of Exodus xxxiii. 22, " I will put thee in a clift
of the rock."
David, too, the man after God's own heart, knew the necessity of
hiding in those fastnesses of his country from the enemy. And they
were a merciful provision, in that Palestine, being mountainous,
naturally abounded with rocks and caverns. Palestine was thus
a land which provided many a place of strength and hiding to its
inhabitants from the enemy. No wonder that David could sing of
his Rock of deliverance and hiding, as he escaped again and again
from the hand of his enemies.
" For Who is God, save the Lord ~ and who is a rock save our
God ~ " (2 Sam. xxii. 32). And again, as he reviewed his long life
and the goodness and the mercy of his God which had followed him
all those chequered days, in his last words the sweet Psalmist declares
how" The Rock of Israel spake to me" (2 Sam. xxiii. 3), even He
Who had been his" Rock and his Redeemer" (Ps. xix. 14). "He had
set him up upon a rock" (Ps. xxvii. 5). In holy confidence he had
been enabled to look to Him. "Be Thou my trong Rock, for an
house of defence to save me, for Thou art my Rock and my Fortress"
(Ps. xxxi. 2, 3). And when in fear of being overwhelmed by the
enemy again, he cries unto his Rock, "Lead me to the Rock tLat is
higher than I " (Ps. lxi. 2). He enjoins upon his soul to look to no
other refuge. "He only is my Rock and my Salvation" (Ps. lxii.
2, 6). When" heart and flesh·" seem failing him, nevertheless he
rejoices, "God is the Rock of my heart and my portion for ever"
(Ps. lxxiii. 26). He would call upon all those who knew the secret
of his blessed confidence, "0 come and sing unto the Lord; let 118
make a joyful noise to the Rock of our Salvation" (Ps. xcv. 1).
We might add many like references, but we must briefly gather
them up in one other word, and that from the prophet Isaiah: "Trust
ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength"
(margin, Rock of Ages), (Isa. xxvi. 4).
And now with these few foregoing remarks which set forth the
precious type of our text, the Lord Jesus as the Rock of His people's
strength, let us address ourselves to the lesson before us of Jehovah's
command to His servant Moses, " Speak ye unto the rock."
The occasion which called for it, was that the congregation of Israel

1

The Gospel Magazine

15

had now arrived in the wilderness of Sin where Miriam died. And
once again they are confronted with the great deprivation and consequent suffering of having no water to quench their thirst nor to
supply the need of their animals.
Doubtless there was a design upon the part of the infinitely wise
and compassionate God to try their faith and see how they would
accept this fresh dispensation. Would they behave better than their
fathers 1 Would they call to grateful remembrance that Israel on
a former occasion had been in a like predicament and had been
miraculously supplied 1 Alas, "they forgat the Rock that bare
them," and they murmured just like their forefathers had done.
" And the people did chide with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God
that we had died when our brethren died before the Lord! Why
have. ye brought up the congregation of the Lord into this wilderness,
that we and our cattle should die there 1 "
11

To bear such discipline aright they needed
Far more humility than they possessed,
More self-abandonment and more devotion,
A will surrendered, and a heart at rest.
And so they murmured-murmured very often;
Their sullen hearts rebelled against the light;
And had not God been strong ll.lld very patient,
They never would have found their way aright.
Now Il these things happened to them for ensamples."
We find them 11 written for our learning" here,
Oh! Israel! Israel! how can we condemn thee?
Thy condemnation were my own, I fear."

p

Horeb was a witness of the faithfulness of their God in spite of all
their rebellion and unworthiness. Moses stood there and smote upon
the rock, and the water came out abundantly and the people drank
and their thirst was quenched.
But here in the desert of Sin, another generapion having arisen,
they now arrive at Kadesh, and like their forefathers they murmur
and rebel and charge Moses with, having led them hither without
being able to provide for their needs. And the Lord's dear servant
is to suffer with and for them. But a deep coucheth beneath. Infinite
wisdom is about to reveal a glorious truth to be set down for all ages.
May we, in approaching it with humble faith, be led to see the glories
hidden behind this solemn lesson. We find there is a difference in
these two occasions of the miraculous supply of water from the rock.
In the previous one to which we have already referred (Exod. xvii.
6), Moses was told to take his rod and smite the rock. He did so,
with the result that their need was amply supplied.
On the occasion of our text, Moses is told to take his rod, but not
to smite with it. The rod in his hand was his insignia of office, and
standing there in the Name of the IJord he was to" speak to the rock."
Ah! this is where the Lord's dear servant failed, and where the
2
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Scriptures tell us " he spake unadvisedly with his lips" (Ps. cvi. 33).
True, his patience had oft been strained to breaking point, and he had
to turn to his God over and over again as to what to do with this
rebellious people. But the patience of their Lord never wearied and
who was His servant, the" more meek than any man," that he should
address them thus: "Hear, now, ye rebels!" Moses lost his temper.
And are you and I any better, beloved reader 1 A pungent saying
of the late godly Dean McCarthy is fixed upon my memory, and often
brings a timely reminder. "It were better not to reprove sin, than
sin in reproving." And in this reproof of Moses, he further fails by
saying, " must we fetch you water out of this rock 1 " whilst all power
belongeth alone to their God. And then, with hands of action following
too swiftly upon lips of sinning, "Moses lifted up his rod and smote
the rock twice."
It was the rock that he had been commanded to speak unto, and not
the people. It was the rock which was to have been spoken unto,
and not smitten!
The Rock of Ages, the Antitype, could only be smitten once. "Once
in the end of the world hath He appeared, to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself. . . . So Christ was once offered to bear the sins
of many" (Heb. ix. 26, 27). His sacrifice was a full, perfect, and
sufficient satisfaction once for all on Calvary, and down through the
ages that Rock of Ages, cleft for poor seeking, hiding sinners is henceforth to be spoken unto. There is the beautiful blending of Law and
Gospel. The Law perfectly fulfilled, obeyed, and honoured, and the
Gospel of Love now shining forth in all its glorious beams, encouraging
every thirsting, longing one to speak to It, cry for mercy and salvation.
His precious blood will prevail" till all the ransomed Church of God
be saved to sin no more." The Gospel welcomes all coming thirsty
ones. The Gospel never calls them what they call themselvesrebels. The Law convinces them of their sin and inability, but the
Gospel graciously subdues their iniquities and lovingly invites them
to cry and come.. I hunger a.nd I thirst; Jesus, my manna. be:
Ye Living Waters,- burst Out of the Rock for me."

Oh, sinner, however great you feel and mourn rightly your sin to be,
hear this gracious, tender invit.ation, "Speak ye unto the rock," and
" stoop down, and drink, and live." The once smitten and the now
spoken to Rock satiates the thirst of the needy ones and supplies
their every want. Theirs has indeed been a Meribah experience-the
waters of strife-but the Lord will see to it that He is sanctified in
them, His ~ory made great in their salvation and the covering of all
their sin and demerit. His truth and His faithfulness to His promises
are displayed in supplying their need and setting forth the glorious
grace of the Gospel. "Ho! everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters. Come and buy without money and without price."
Moses, representing the Law, could not lead the children of Israel
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into the Promised Land. He must, as its representative, die the
judicial death, and hence the solemn words of Jehovah, "I have
caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither."
So Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab,
according to the word of the Lm:d. And he buried him in a valley in
the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor, but no man knoweth of his
sepulchre unto this day" (Deut. xxxiv. 4-6). But his Lord saw
that he had his rich compensations; He kissed him to sleep, as the
Hebrews translate it, and his place of sepulture was Divinely guarded
in the secret of the Divine mind. Also in the days of the Son of Man,
Moses was one of the two favoured ones on the Mount of Transfiguration, and with his Lord in the Promised Land!
Beloved, may these Old Testament types and lessons teach and
encourage us. The shadows have passed; the Substance remains.
The true Light shineth, and the language of every believer in grateful
adoration is, " The Lord liveth, and blessed be my Rock and let the
God of my salvation be exalted." Let us go forward, treading trust-,
fully over the threshold of another year, recalling past mercies to
mind, and encouraging our hearts in " The Rock of our Salvation."
He will be what He has been in all ages, " the Rock of thy Strength"
(Isa. xvii. 10). In all our weary days, in our travel-worn path, in
the heat and burden of the day, and when flesh and heart fail, He
will yet be the same. "And a Man shall be as an Hiding-place from
the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a
dry place; as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isa. xxxii.
2).
A remark made by Mr. Bryant at one of our Bible Classes at St.
Mary-le-Port many years ago, is fresh in my memory. Mr. Bryant
pointed out that" rock" in the two Scriptures was from a different
word, which showed great beauty in the significance. The rock which
Moses was commanded to "strike" was a low rock, whereas that
which he was enjoined to " speak unto" was a high rock. In His
humiliation our precious Rock of Ages was once smitten. In His
exaltation, He is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance
unto His people!
Speak thou unto the rock! the rock that is higher than 1. Think of
its Source, beloved, and thy supplies! You often sing, " the streams
on earth I've tasted," and truly they are but drops by the way and
according to the small capacity of our cramped souls to receive! But
those streams and drops flow from" an Ocean's fulness," an endless,
ever-flowing fountain, a fathomless sea, even the eternal bosom of the
God of Love. And thus your longing, panting, thirsting soul has
been supplied and kept alive. " They drank of the Rock which followed
them, and that Rock was Christ," will be as true of every one of Zion's
pilgrims as of the Israelites in their wilderness march.' The Rock of
our salvation is ever at hand to satisfy and refresh our spirits and
give us the holy, unspeakably blessed privilege of looking to Him
to supply all our need. He will grant an all-sufficiency for the days
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to come as in the ·days that are past. We have found and proved
Him true and faithful every day of the year now closed, and we shall
find Him even the same as He was at the beginning during every
day of 1936.
"Who will lead me? " -Who will guide me
Through the mazes of the year?
Who can tell what may betide me
In the perils drawing near?
I, e'en I, will go before thee,
Crooked places making plain,
I will cast My Shelter o'er thee,
When thou fall est, lift again I
Rivers in the desert making
In the wilderness a Way,
Pilgrim thirst in pity slaking,
Evermore thy Strength and Stay."

R

ARE UNITARIANS CHRISTIANS 1
ONE of the speakers at the recent Modern Churchmen's Conference
said, " I include that body of Christians which calls itself Unitarians."
The name Christian is thus given to those who deny the DiTIni y
of Christ and who deny other fundamental doctrines of the ahri tian
faith. In view of this attitude towards Unitarians we quote from
Professor Cunningham's Historical Theology, VoJ. Il, pp. 1 2-5. He
says, "The ChurcheR of Christ, in general, have held themselves
fully warranted in denying to Socinians the name and character of
Christians; and the ground of this denial is quite sufficient and
satisfactory-namely this, that Socinianism is a deliberate and determined rejection of the whole substance of the message which Christ and
His apostles conveyed from God to men. The· Racovian Catechism
asserts that those who refuse to invocate and worship Christ are not
to be reckoned Christians, though they assume His name, and profess
to adhere to His doctrine-thu~ excluding from the pale of Christianity
the great body of those who, in modern times, have adopted the
leading features of that scheme of theology which the old ocinians
advanced. And if the denial of worship to Christ was, a the old
Socinians believed, a sufficient ground for denying to men the name
of Christians, it must surely be thoroughly warrantable to deny the
name to men who refuse not only to pay religious worship to Christ,
but to receive and submit to anything that is really important and
vital in the revelations which He communicated to men. . . . A
Christian must, at least, be one who believes Christ to have been
a Divine messenger, and who receives as true the substance of the message
which He bore. . . . We cannot recognize as Christians men who
refuse to believe almost everything which Christ and His apostles.
taught."
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Snmona anlJ Notea of ,Settnona.
THE MARTYRDOM OF STEPHEN.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God."-AcTS. vii. 56.
I TAKE it, beloved friends, that no one ever spake words identical
with these words. They stand-largely so-alone in the Word of
God as recording the experience of a redeemed sinner passing from
time into eternity. For a few moments let us take into account
the circumstances in which these words were uttered; and we are
able to trace the events recorded in these earlier chapters, for a few
months only had passed away since the Day of Pentecost till the
time the events here recorded took place. Whether Stephen, of
whom we have been hearing to-night, was one who was numbered
among the disciples of Jesus, or whether he was converted on the
Day of Pentecost, we cannot absolutely say, but this we know, as
it is written of him, he was " a man full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost." He was a great, a mighty preacher of the Gospel, and
we are told signs were wrought by his agency.
But his ministry apparently was a very brief one. Think of such
a man, so wonderfully gifted for the work of Christ, spending only
a few months in his Master's great work before his translation; and
looking at it from our point of view, how disposed we should be to
say he was cut off in the midst of his usefulness. To us it would
look as if greater wisdom might have been displayed in sparing him
a little while, for this was just the sort of witness that Christ's kingdom
required at the outset of its history in this dispensation. But, dear
friends, let me put this question when pressing this matter, Who
is it that walks among the golden candlesticks ~ Who is it that
holds the stars in His right hand. ~ I know you know. The risen
Christ of God walks amongst the churches in the earth and
superintends them, watches over their interests, provides them with
evangelists, pastors and teachers, according to His own perfect knowledge of what they require. He gives a Stephen for a short season,
and when He had by His grace wrought His pleasure He removed
His servant. The Lord has a right to do what He will with His Own
ministers, to give them and to take them away; to lay them aside
and to raise them up. He never wrongs them, nor does He ever
wrong His Church by His dealings with His Ini.nisters. There was
a great lamentation made by the Church of God at Jerusalem when
dear Stephen went Home. It is not wrong to weep the removal
of those we love in the Lord. Sanctified sorrow, dear friends, is a
gift from God. Unsanctified sorrow is a judgment, but sanctified
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sorrow is a blessing, for those who sorrow for dear ones taken hence
in the Lord sorrow after the mind of God. They have the mind
of Christ and His example in this respect, for as Jesus was walking
with Mary and Martha at Bethany to their brother's grave Jesus
wept, and, as you have often heard me say, He wept real tears. His
lleart melted, and those tears were but the outward expression of
the reality of His sympathy for Martha and Mary. And I do think
the Jews rightly interpreted what Jesus felt about Lazarus wben
they sa:d, " Behold, how He loved him !" They saw the tears running
down the Face of the Man of Sorrows, down those furrows of which
we have been hearing to-night. His face, His countenance, was
marred by sorrow more than any man's. And you know this was
near the end of the life of Jesus on earth before His crucifixion, and
therefore they were deep sorrow lines which had been accumulating
upon His blessed face during upwards of thirty years. Full of meaning
even to the eyes of those Jews, the tears flowed down those furrow,
and they rightly interpreted the character of His grief when they
said, "Behold, how He loved him."
" Devout men carried Stephen to his burial," and great lamentation
was made by the Church of God because of him. The Lord had
gathered one of His Own choice flowers from His Own garden in
taking Home Stephen to be with Himself for ever and ever. Nor
did He the Church any wrong. And if the Lord remo,e in these
last days faithful men of God from our midst, He is doing us no wrong.
We may well trust the interests of the Church which has co t Him
such groans and sighs and tears and blood-we may well tru the
interests of His Church, such a costly Church, into Hi ble ed allwise Hands. Although the days be dark in which we li,e, and he
witnesses appear to be growing fewer and fewer year by year, ye
the Church of God still lies close to His heart. His thougbts abou
her are still "thoughts of peace, and not of evil," to give her an
expected end. Whether her " end" is to be persecution or not does
not affect the truth of that statement, and I do think it largely possible
that the end of God's Church on earth will be the scene of persecution
sevenfold more awful than aI;lything that has yet been the portion
of her great tribulation, or as in the Book of tbe Revelation it is
termed" the tribulation; the great one." Now, then, a few months
only after the Holy Ghost had been given in the plenitude of both
grace and gifts, you find persecution overtaking the Church of God,
and Stephen was the first-frnits of the ingathering of tho e persecuted
saints of God. A great honour, a great privilege, this, conferred
upon Stephen, to be the first of a vast and noble army of martyrs.
Up to the last, we observe of him that he bare witness to the truth.
As he stood in the court and set forth his blessed address, part of
which we have been hearing this evening, his face shone, his countenance
changed, it became, we are told, as "the face of an angel"; and
his enemies looked upon him and saw it for themselves, but their
hearts were hardened. Oh, what is comparable to the human heart
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for hardness? Harder it is than adamant, harder than the millstone,
the under-the nether-millstone. The heart of man, we are told
by God Who searches it, "is deceitful above all things," there is
nothing to which it can be likened for deceit. Above all things it is
deceitful, " and desperately 'wicked"; mark, the Word of God says so,
that your heart and my heart by nature are hearts "desperately
wicked." God never exaggerates in the use of language, and therefore we must believe, and be ashamed while we believe, that our
hearts in God's sight as the children of Adam are desperately wicked.
And so they looked then-those desperately wicked men-looked
upon the face of holy Stephen and saw the reflection of the glory
vonder. Ah, it was the outward, the visible, token that God was
holding communion with His persecuted servant. Ah, how beautiful
that fact is, that although the individual believer may be surrounded
with enemies, visible and invisible, yet the heart of that child of
God may be kept calm and quiet, and be peaceful in communion with
the unseen God. Oh, it is not wonderful that the face of blessed
Stephen shone in those circumstances.
But there came a point in his address when he charged home upon
his hearers the guilt of shedding the innocent blood of Jesus. Ah,
said he, you have not only persecuted the prophets, but the Lord
of the prophets. "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised ones, uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost."
This cut them to the heart. "When they heard these things," it
says, "they were cut to the heart." The Word of God entered in
and judged their consciences. Mark this-the Word of God may
enter into the heart of an unregenerate person and judge his thoughts,
and bring to light the hidden things of darkness and do no more for
him. The effect upon those people of the Word of God faithfully
spoken, was they gnashed with their teeth upon him, like beasts of
prey. They gnashed with their teeth as they looked at that beautiful
face. It cut them to the quick to be told these things, it wounded
their pride in its tenderest part, they resented the truth of God.
Friends, if the truth of God does not soften us it will manifest the
hardness of our hearts. If the truth of God does not humble us it
will bring into play the pride of our hearts and the enmity of our
hearts, and although we may not gnash with our teeth as they did,
yet the things within are what the things within were in the case
of those men. By nature we hate the truth; by nature we love
darkness; by nature we have no love to God nor His people. It
is not until a man is born again, has passed from death into life,
that he loves the brethren, loves the Lord Jesus, loves the truth of
the Gospel. They were cut to the heart and they seized him and
cast him out of the city and stoned him. That has always been the
method of Satan when he has been suffered in his persecutions of
God's people-to still, to stifle, and to kill if possible the testimony of
the truth of God. So it was in the case of dear Stephen. But God
favoured him with a special favour. If you are called upon to make
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greater sacrifices in the cause of Christ for love's sake, the Lord will
make it up to you in love tokens, He will make it up to you sevenfold.
I suppose Stephen had no premonition whatever of the manner of
death he should die, nor of this wonderful manifestation of the love
and pity of his blessed Saviour. The time came when grace was
given, the grace of faithfulness was his, and glory was not withheld.
First, notice his testimony, his dying words. "Behold," says he
to his enemies, "I see the Heavens opened." . Faith had already
pierced those Heavens. The soul of Stephen was familiar with those
Heavenly places. And so, in his measure, every dear child of God
is down here made familiar with the Heavenlies before he in person
enters into them. Fellow-believer, when you are caught up it will
not be a strange Heaven you will enter. It will not be a strange Home
the threshold of which you will cross, nor will it be a strange Voice
you will hear bid you welcome as you enter in. It will be that
familiar Voice, the Voice of the Good Shepherd, the Voice of the
Brother born for adversity you will then hear, the Voice you have
often heard as a wayfarer down here, a stranger and a pilgrim in
the earth, and His Voice infinitely more lovely than anything ever
heard, ever conceived, and yet not strange. The Church of God, you
know, in the prophecy of Isaiah is represented as speaking of the Lord
Jesus at His coming thus: "This is our God; we have waited for
Him, and He will save us." "Our God "-the same God in the glory
as in the grace, the same God face to face as previou ly known unto
faith in the heart. So Stephen beheld and saw the Heavens opened,
opened not to faith now, but open to sight. Yes, I believe that the
Lord quickened his powers of vision. He Who made the eye and
granted sight in His mercy for present uses, has no difficulty in
strengthening the powers of the eye in special circumstances, no
difficulty at all. I believe Stephen literally did see the Heavens
open. But what did he see as his eye was privileged to behold the
open Heaven ~ Oh, friends, I do not think he saw any other than
the One here named. I do not hear him saying anything about the
angels, about the cherubim or seraphim. I do not hear him say
anything about the Virgin Mary. I only hear him say: "I see the
Heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the Right Hand of
God "-Jesus only, the Son of man. As you sing in your pilgrim song
from time to time,
"The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel's Land."

Jesus is the Centre of the glory of the seventh Heaven. All authority
is given unto Him in Heaven, remember that. "All power is given
unto Me in Heaven and in earth." Heaven, yes, and the Heaven of
Heavens is His. He ruleth in the Heavens. All worship Him. He
is the central Object of the adoration of the angels and also of " those
glorified spirits in Heaven" who once inhabiting, as we to-night, tenements of clay, tabernacled with us, but are with us no longer; absent
from the body they are present with the Lord:
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"I see the Heavens opened, but I see One Person in the open
Heavens and I identify Him." Now this is what I anticipatedStephen identified Jesus, he said He is "the Son of man." Now,
although Jesus often, very often, in the four Gospels spoke of Himself
as " Son of man," there are only two other persons in the New Testament so speaking of Him, and these are Stephen and the beloved John,
and both these men, when they spoke of Jesus by this wondrous title
of Son of man, associated Him with His Heavenly glory. The term
or title, "Son of man" is, of course, suggestive to our minds, in
the first place, of humiliation-humiliation. Daniel and Ezekiel were
each addressed as "son of man," but not as "the son of man," for
Jesus claims this title as wholly His Own-" The Son of man." "There
is one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus "-" The
Man." Were we to turn to two cases in the Old Testament prophecies,
one in the Psalm !xxx and the other in the seventh chapter of
Daniel we should find this title anticipated. In Psalm lxxx, the
seventeenth verse, the Psalmist prays to the Father: "Let Thy
Hand be upon the Man of Thy Right Hand, upon the Son of man
Whom Thou madest strong for Thyself. So will not we go back
from Thee."
Now there you have the title employed, prophetically employed,
in anticipation of the coming of God in the flesh, the incarnation of
Jehovah-Jesus. Once more, in Daniel vii, the thirteenth verse,
Daniel says: "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, One like the
Son of man came with the clouds of Heaven "-mark where He came
from, the Son of man coming from Heaven-" coming with the clouds
of Heaven," and He came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
Him near before Him. And there was given Him-this Son of man"dominion, and "glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed." It may be that from those two places, those two prophecies of the Old Testament, this NewJfestament title was derived,
and that Jesus, when He appropriated to Himself the title, " The Son
of man," was indirectly claiming the kingdom associated by Daniel
the prophet with the Son of man. And I incline to believe that the
Jewish interpreters considered that the title, "The Son of man," was
equivalent to "The Son of God." In Matthew xxvi-we turn to itthe sixty-third and sixty-fourth verses, we read, " And the high priest
answered and said unto Him, I adjure Thee by the living God, that
Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith
unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the Right Hand of power and
coming in the clouds of Heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes
saying, He hath spoken blasphemy." He understood what underlay
that title, "Son of man." He saw, I doubt not, that Jesus was
claiming the kingdom of which Daniel had prophetically spoken in
association with the Son of man, and he said, It is blasphemy. It is
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a claim to Divine honours. It is a claim to be that which no mere
man has a right to assert of himself. Now, I believe when Jesus used
the title of Himself, " The Son of man," He was claiming the honour,
and the glory, and the majesty, and the greatness His Father had
promised Him as unto His Own Son, His Own Son.
And when
Stephen said ~ "I see the Son of man," it was as though he said, " I
see the King. I see Him to Whom all power in Heaven belongs, and
all authority on earth also. I see Him Whom the Father has exalted
to His Own Right Hand, a Prince."
Then, dear friends, you notice the attitude in which Jesus is here
represented to the eye of the martyr, the dying Stephen. Said he,
I see Him standing-standing. Now other Scriptures represent Jesus
as seated, but we shall gather from these things that the attitude or
posture is, as adopted in each particular case, the most appropriate
to the matter in hand, and if it be the work of atonement for sin, if
it be the work of redeeming sinners we shall expect to find Jesus
seated, implying the work is finished, implying there is nothing to be
added to the redeeming work, the redemption of His people from their
sins, nothing, and, therefore, He is seated. When He had by Himself
offered one Sacrifice for sins, He sat down, for the work was done.
Now, what Stephen needed at this moment was not an atonement
for his sin, the redemption of his person, what he needed was a
Deliverer. Here he was in the hands of his enemies, his bitter enemie ,
who had gathered about him with purposes of blood in their hearts,
the stones are uplifted, it is a matter of a few moments and he shall
be delivered. His Deliverer appears-his Divine Deliverer appears
upon the scene, he is permitted to behold Jesus standing in the
attitude of One Whose work was not done, for He had to deliver-He
was about to do it-His beloved faithful servant and witness from
the hands of the wicked. And I love to think that in the case of all
the persecuted people of God, in the hour-the moment-of their transition, we may think of Jesus as standing forth in their behalf, standing
up-the Prince for His people. It is part of His office to be the
Deliverer of His brethren. No, He is not seated to-night in reference
to the protection, the defence, and the deliverance of those for whose
sins He has perfected an atonement, whose souls He has redeemed
unto the Father by His blood. Therefore you are at liberty, beloved
in Christ, to think of Him there as seated in Heaven in one department
of His work, and as standing to discharge His functions in another
department of His work.
Now I must leave the matter for time forbids, but let your thoughts
centre on Jesus. My prayer always is whenever I come to preach
amongst you, Do, Lord, give me some text that will exalt Jesus.
Do let me have something that will glorify Him. Now, I love to think
this text puts Jesus in the midst. Why, Heaven is nothing without
Him. Heaven is Heaven becau.se He is there, because He stands at
the Right Hand of God. Poor, tried, tempted, persecuted people of
God, be comforted, for He stands there in your name and in your behalf.
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THE EXCEEDING GREAT REWARD.
A SERMON

BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, DEAN OF

GLOUCESTER.
" I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward."-GENESIS xv. l.
IT is a grand truth, that pleasantness and peace hold constant court
in the believer's breast. But it must be so. For where faith dwells,
there is Christ; and He enters the author and giver of all joy.
Reader, come apart for a little moment, and pray over the simple
words, which here endeavour to confirm this principle. If the Christrevealing Spirit withdraw the veil, you will see the well-spring of
happiness. Drinking of this pure stream, you will go on your way,
blessed with much of heaven in possession-with all heaven in prospect.
We here fly back to Abraham's inspiring annals. He was dwelling
in the land of his birth, in the home of his childhood, amid the friends
of his heart. A voice shakes him from his dead repose.
" Get thee out from thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father's house." Many would have said, " This is a hard saying,
who can bear it?" Not so the called of the Lord. By faith he
" obeyed, and he went out, not knowing whither he went." He was
no loser. He received manifold more in this present time, and in the
world to come life everlasting.
Again, when he had scattered kings in the rescue of Lot, princely
treasures courted his acceptance. Masses of gold and silver sparkled
at his feet. "Take the goods to thyself," was a tempting offer, but
with holy indifference he turned away. He was no loser. After
these things, an assurance richer than all the riches of earth enriched
him. "Fear not, Abram, I am thy Shield and thy exceeding great
reward."
Now in this narrative we have an unerring teacher's voice. It
tells us that the true Christian is called to many relinquishments, to
much self-denial, to constant trampling on earth's gilded baits. But
it tells us that every relinquishment is wealth, and every loss is gain.
For he who leaves all for Christ, receives more than all in Christ.
A few particulars will establish this truth. There is a plain inscription over the portal of the heavenward path: "Strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way." He, then, who would enter, must be stripped
of all those flowing robes in which men flaunt and swell in nature's
broad road. Self-righteousness must be torn off to its very shred.
This is the very flaying of the soul. Dependence on fancied merit
adheres as the very skin. But it all must yield. Self, in its most
cherished form, must be despised and hated, as an abominable thing.
All our darling excellences, all our fond conceits, all our superiorities
must be rejected, as a filthy rag. It is hard work to cast all this away,
and to go naked to be clothed by Jesus. But, if ever we would be
saved, it must be done.
So, too, every hope, which finds a Saviour in the externals of rites
and services, and means of grace, must be ground to powder and given
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to the winds. The channels of grace are not grace. The way is not
the end. The implements, by which we feed, are not i'bod. The husk
is not the kernel. The casket is not the jewel. The scaffold is not the
building. The door is not the mansion. Here again is work, which
requires a martyr's spirit, and more than human discernment. Satan
is quick to deck our holy things, and our holy places with a show of
saving efficacy. He whispers that to put these into their proper place
is to put religion out of all place.
But we must not hesitate. Christ must be embraced, unaided,
and alone, or not at all.
I need scarcely add that every sweet sin which has long been
caressed in the recesses of the heart, must be dragged to the light and
slain. This is oft-times as the plucking out the right eye. But there
must be no sparing. Christ is light. Sin is darkness. How can
they be one 1 Sin loved, indulged, retained, binds fast the soul to
the wheels of the chariot in which Christ cannot sit.
Again, the love of the world, in its foolish vanities, its empty shows,
its godless maxims, its defiling pleasures, its lying principles, its soulbeclouding books, and all its idol-worship of talent, wit, and falselycalled glory, must be nailed to the cross. Its conformity must be
eschewed as poison-its touch shunned, as a viper's sting. The heart
must have no throne, but for Christ. Every joy must centre in Him
-every flower of refreshment must be gathered from Him. This
walk is a departure from nature's country, from sin's kindred, and
from the devil's home. It is a march towards a land, which Chri
will give. It requires efforts many, and struggles many, and conflic
many, thus to take up the Christian's staff, and to put on the Christian s
sandal, and to spurn all things dear to nature and to self.
But what is rejected 1 Nothing but husks and shadows-nothing
but vexation, and disappointment, and misery-nothing but an
oppressive load, a mocking shadow, a gnawing care, a weary chase
after emptiness, a groaning under present burden, a dread of future
reckoning. What is gained 1 The substance of all good, the perfection
of all excellence, in Christ. He welcomes to the secret chambers of
His love. He opens His heart. _ A voice is heard by every coming
sinner, You thus give yourself to _fe, because I gave Myself for you,
and now I give Myself to you. Fear not, I am your" exceeding
great reward."
o my soul, is this all-satisfying treasure yours 1 It turn all dross
to gold, all clouds to sunshine, all sighs to song, and ear h to the ,ery
gate of heaven. Mark well the vast assurance, I am " thy exceeding
great reward." There would have been wondrous grace in the word,
I will give SOIpe recompense. But it is more than grace to say, I
myself am your reward. The prospect of future glory would have
been sweet encouragement 1 but it is mercy above mercy to bestow
a present, instant privilege. I am your reward. There would have
been marvellous comfort in the pledge, You shall lose nothing in my
service. But it is very God to speak, I am "thy exceeding great
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reward." Mark, then, the vast assurance. Christ Himself is the
reward-the present reward-the great reward-the exceeding great reward, which fills believing hearts. All He is, and all He has is theirs.
Theirs by His love, which had no birth ;-theirs by His grace, which
has no bounds ;-theirs by His promise, which has no change; theirs
by His gift, which cannot be recalled. Theirs, because He delights
to bless them. Theirs, because He overjoys in their joy.
Fain would I speak of the reward, which He gives in the gift of
Himself. But here the tongues of men and angels fail.
He is God. Is His deity a treasure ~ He says to His people, Open
wide your hands, My deity is yours. As Go el, His power is omnipotence.
He uses it for them. It protects them by night and day from the
fury and hate of earth and hell. It stands every moment a high barrier
between them and destruction. It prevails with Satan to beat him
back. It prevails with the Father to draw Him near. His wisdom
is unsearchable. But it is all for them. He so plans and disposes
that the fate of empires and the falling sparrow alike yield them good.
His Spirit is theirs. He is sent forth to awaken, to reveal salvation,
to win to the cross, to cheer, to sanctify, and to lead into the pastures
of truth and holiness.
He is God-man. As such He has died, and endured agonies, and
sustained a curse, and wrought righteousness, and possesses a kinsman's
heart to sympathize. All is theirs. His death is theirs, that they
may never die. His agonies are theirs, to expiate. His curse is theirs,
to redeem. His blood is theirs, to wash them whiter than the whitest
snow. His righteousness is theirs, to deck them in beauties meet for
the Father's admiring gaze. His sympathy is theirs, that He may
have a fellow-feeling in all their infirmities, and a brother's pity in
all their griefs. So, too, His present life is theirs, that they may live
for ever. His intercession is theirs. Hence streams of blessings ever
flow. His advocacy is theirs. Hence pardons cease not : and God's
countenance is ever the meridian-sun of smiles.
Yet a little while, and He comes again. His return is theirs, to
receive them in glorified bodies unto Himself. His heavens are
theirs, that they may dwell in op.e home. His throne is theirs, that
they reign on one seat. His angels are theirs, as ministering guards.
His providences are theirs, always revolving around the pivot of their
weal. His ministers are theirs, to call, to feed, to build them up.
His Scriptures are theirs, as a mirror, in which they may see His work
and learn His ways. His ordinances are theirs, as nourishment and
strength. His sacraments are theirs, as seals and pledges of His everlasting Covenant. Thus they live, that they may receive grace from
Him. They die, that they receive glory in Him. They revive, that
they may see all the perfections of Jehovah, and feast upon all joys
before Him.
Reader, strive to expand these hints. They tend to show the
blessedness of the "exceeding great reward" in Christ. But is it
your desire to have your portion in such happy state ~ Come, then,
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surrender all for Christ. Make Him your own by faith. Lift up the
gate of your heart, and this King of Glory will come in. Abide in
Him, and He will abide in you. Give Him your confidence, and He
will be to you this boundless recompense. Can you think that He
is less rich to bless now than He was of old? Have His rewards
lost one grain of their immeasurable greatness? It cannot be. ~Act
the faith of Abraham, and yeiu will hear as Abraham heard, and find
as Abraham found, " I am thy exceeding great reward." You will
testify, as grateful Jacob did, "God hath dealt graciously with me,
and I have enough," or rather, "I have all things." You will
experience with Moses that the reproach of Christ is greater riches
than the treasures of kingdoms. You will touch the chord of David's
harp, and sound aloud, "The Lord is the portion of my inheritance,
and of my cup." Your overflowing heart will testify that the half
was not told you.
But we need not go back to the early records of faith to show that
Christ is this" exceeding great reward." It is the one experience of
all His servants. Many is the cottage in which, while penury frowns,
the godly inmate smiles content, and sings the song of heaven over
scanty fare. Many are the reviled and the oppressed, in whose mouth
is neither railing nor complaint, but one meek utterance of praise.
Many are the chambers of languishing and pain in which the very
groans are melodies of gratitude. Many are the beds of dying in
which death is abolished and peace triumphs. Faith can explain
all this. It knows Who, by His presence, makes all burdens lightall sorrows joy. It is the Lord. He dwells there by faith. He is
the" exceeding great reward."
Faith, too, can take wings and pierce the skies, and enter the home
of the redeemed. What is that scene? Multitudes upon mul itudes,
with robes of white, and crowns of righteousness, and palms of victory,
and songs of endless praise follow the Lamb, whithersoever He goeth.
This is the recompense of Christ. He bought it all. He gave it all.
He prepared it all for them. He prepared them all for it.
Reader, is He not an " exceeding great reward"? Can you now
take the world instead of Him? Look again. Read again. Think
again. Holy Spirit! suffer no 'one to put these pages aside until,
by Thy mighty power, Christ is established in the hear, a the
" exceeding great reward."
SERMONETTE.

By
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THE CONVERSION OF THE ETHIOPIAN EUN CH.
THE account of the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch is contained
in the eighth chapter of the Acts. We read that this man held a high
position under Candace, Queen of Ethiopia (Upper Egypt). He was
" of great authority," and had charge of the Queen's treasure. He
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had been to Jerusalem at the Feast of Pentecost, for the worship of
Jehovah. He was most probably a Gentile proselyte to the Jewish
faith. But his visit had left him unsatisfied. He longed to know more
of the God of the Hebrews, and he had no true knowledge of the
Messiah, the Son of God, Christ Jesus. As he drove through the
desert country leading from Jerusalem to Gaza, he read aloud from
the Old Testament Scriptures a portion of the Prophet Isaiah-the
place known in our Bibles as chapter liii. 7-8, and he did not comprehend its meaning.
But where there is a real desire to know the meaning of God's Word
He will reveal it (John vii. 16, 17). And thus it was with the Ethiopian
Eunuch. The Holy Spirit had instructed the Evangelist Philip where
to go, and there, at the precise moment ordered of God, he meets this
seeking soul, and hearing him read from the Prophet Isaiah, he
inquired, " Understandest thou what thou readest ~ " and in gracious
humility this great potentate replied, " How can I, except some man
should guide me ~ " and invited Philip to sit beside him in his chariot.
The words from Isaiah which the Eunuch was reading are cited:
" He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb
before his shearer so opened he not his mouth. In his humiliation
his judgment was taken away; and who shall declare his generation;
for his life is taken from the earth." "Of whom," said the Eunuch,
" speaketh the prophet this ~ of himself, or of some other man ~ "
Then Philip took up the same Scripture and expounded it of " Jesus."
We have here a clear proof that the Scripture which we know as
Isaiah lii. 13, to the end of chapter liii., is prophetical of the vicarious
sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the glory which should
follow.
In short, we may feel sure that he made known that Jesus, who had
been so recently rejected, and put to death by His own countrymen,
was indeed the Christ, their true Messiah; that He had risen again,
and ascended into heaven. We may be certain that with the abovernamed Scripture before his mind, he set forth Christ's substitutionary
I death as the appointed means for effecting the salvation of all that
believe on His name, and trust in His atonement. In this way He
" preached peace by Jesus Christ" (Acts x. 36), and this peace the
Eunuch found, for he confessed Christ, and was baptized, and" went
on his way rejoicing."
In his case Isaiah lvi. 3-9 (too long to quote here, but will the reader
refer to and read the passage) found a primary fulfilment, as also the
words of our Lord (John·x. 16), " Other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold" (the Greek word here means flock) " and
one Shepherd."
"DEAD

Tiptaft.

fish go with the stream, living ones against it."-William
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"BELIEVEST THOU THIS ~ "_
I SUPPOSE that we all tacitly admit that we are" very far gone from
righteousness" when we find ourselves constantly questioning, for one
reason or another, the entire and absolute truth of what we are told.
People also look for proofs or the accuracy of what we say; or are in
a position to show that we are more or less wrong, though, of course,
not wilfully so. We are compassed about with infirmities; we cannot
always know from ignorance of circumstances whether we are misinformed, and may, from our own prejudices and lack of information
misbelieve what is true. Jacob acted naturally enough on the assumption that" seeing is believing"; but he had not seen everything, and
so when the blood-stained coat was brought to him he believed that
" without doubt" Joseph was rent in pieces. Later on, when they
brought him word that Joseph was yet alive, " he believed them not,"
although it was true. That is a lamentable picture of our nature at
the end of 1 Samuel xxvii, where, David returning from the unpro\oked
annihilation of the old inhabitants of a foreign land, gave Achi h an
account of his doings that was not true, and Achish believed David :
a confidence which would have kept him off the throne of Israel for
ever if the God of his mercy had not interposed.
The Lord said to His adversaries: "Except ye see signs and wonders,
ye will not believe"; and how much better were His own lonng
followers ~-some of them at least. Rhoda need only announce to
the friends that their prayers were answered, and that Peter wa at
the door, to be told she was mad. It was not for want of experience
of the Lord's keeping His word and promise that they could be ju tified
in their incredulity. It must have been still fresh in all their memories
that the Lord had indeed risen as He said He would, although none of
them had understood it before nor believed it after, until His own
forgiving lips, full of grace and truth, assured them that it was He
Himself. Perhaps it was no wonder that when Mary by herself told
them that she had seen the Lord, " they believed not," but when the
other two later in the day said also that they had seen Him, " neither
believed they them." The Lord might have said as He did to Israel,
" How long will it be ere ye believe Me ~" They had believed when
they saw Moses' miracles: they had believed again when they saw the
Egyptians dead on the sea-shore: but when, having been miraculously
sustained they were brought to the border of the land, and saw its
beauties with their eyes, there were only two of them out of thousands
who believed that what God had promised He was able to perform.
When the ship in which the apostle was, was being driven, a rolling
thing before the wind, and all hope that any should be saved wa
taken away, Paul stood up in the midst and said that it should be
according to what God had told him, that not one of them should be
lost. It was no easy thing to say when all appearances and opinions
were against him, but he lifted up his voice and his head, unashamed
of his confidence. Paul was of the seed of Abraham his father: he
" believed God," but when we read that Abraham hoped against hope,
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during the long years of his waiting, it was the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob Who fed his confidence.
God's people were taught by the prophet that they should " speak
the truth every man with :bis neighbour": and His children are
enjoined to " speak the truth in love," so that charity may have the
joy of believing all things. That is amongst ourselves. When Joseph
lay in prison and the iron entered into his soul, he would have told
us that his difficulty was to be sure of what God had really said to him.
He believed God, but could he be sure of what He had said to him, i.e.,
that it was Himself Who spoke and Himself Who made him hear,
Many such things have been the experiences of those whose way is
ordered by Him Who is the way, the truth, and the life. He speaks
peace to their hearts and says, " I that speak unto thee am He."
With his pen of inspired discrimination, the Apostle John refers to
those who, not believing the record that God gave of His Son, have
made Him a liar. It was the few in the Lord's own day who believed
that record. How many it is now He knows Whose eye beholds every
precious thin~. But they believe it to whom the Lord, wakening
them from the sleep of death, has said, "Seek ye My face." A translation into the kingdom of heaven and eternal life go with His command.
It is not a matter of man's teaching, of reading, of contact, or of current
orthodoxy. It is an invisible incommunicable power and a new life,
a new heart, a new love, a new hungering and thirsting, waiting amidst
countless exercises of all sorts for the word and assurance of God.
The living soul believes all that God has spoken, about his own incapability. He believes it. It is part of himself to know that there is none
other Name given amongst men whereby we must be saved. It is
with a living new, hungering, and still hungering, loving heart that
man believes unto salvation. It is deep and secret. "How little a
FOLLOWER-ON.
portion is known."

PRI CESS VICTORIA-SYMPATHY WITH THE KING.
MR. BALDWIN moved ;That an humble Address be presented to His Majesty to express
the deep concern of this House at the loss which His Majesty has
sustained by the death of Her Royal Highness the Princess Victoria,
and to condole with His Majesty on this melancholy occasion; and to
assure His Majesty that this House will ever participate with the most
affectionate and dutiful attachment in whatever may concern the
feelings and interest of His Majesty.
The Right Hon. gentleman said: It is only a short four years ago
since the House passed a similar resolution on the occasion of the death
of the Princess Royal, and to-day I am asking the House, as I know
every member would desire me to do, to pass a resolution of increasing
sympathy with His Majesty in the loss of another sister. It is not for
me or for any of us to estimate the weight of particular domestic
3
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sorrows, but I always feel-though I have not been one of those fortunate enough to have either brother or sister-that there is a peculiar
grief as the years roll by in the loss of one in that relationship.
It is the inescapable fact of humanity, if life be prolonged, that one
by one is taken away-a brother or a sister who shares those co=on
memories of childhood and of the home and whose loss nothing in this
world can replace. As we get older it is inevitable that the loneliness
that so often comes with age must increase; and it must be a solemn
day when the last one is taken from us to whom we could say: "Do
you remember this or that, which happened in those early days when
we were all young and care-free together? "

Loneliness in High Places.
While that is true of all of us, let us never forget that in the high
plaees of this world that loneliness in the later years must become more
marked, not only in the case of such a loss as I have spoken of, from
the mere fact of the difficulty of making friends as life goes on-which
is much easier for those not in those great positions. So in this motion
which I am asking the House to accept, and the terms of which will
be conveyed to His Majesty, I want him to understand that it will
bring to him the deep sympathy of a House of understanding men and
women.
We want him to feel that we who for the time being are, a it were,
sharing his responsibilities-we who may look forward at some time to
some relaxation from those responsibilities-send our mes "e to our
King and to the man who can never hed his responsibilitie until he
is called to his eternal rest. I am confident, and I tru t His _Jajesty
may realize, that in passing this resolution the House is pa ing no mere
formal resolution, but that it is a me sage from the heart of every one
here to their King and to the man whom they revere. (General sympathetic cheers.) LABOUR AND LIBERAL TRIBUTES.

Mr. Attlee.-I rise to associate myself and my colleagues with the
speech that has just come frQm the Prime Millister. There is lit le
that I feel it is necessary for me to add. I think he ha expr ed
exactly what every member of the House feels, and I should like t-o
say, too, that we on this side of the House feel for His ilajes y in he
loss he has sustained in his family circle. Though we only ee Hi
Majesty appearing on formal occasions we know that behind his public
appearances is a full family life, and we feel with him in the breach in
those happy family relations, that has come through the death of his
sister. (Hear, heaL)
Sir A. Sinclair.-I would ask to be allowed very briefly to support
this motion and to associate my hon. friends and myself with the
eloquent tributes of respect and sympathy which have been paid by
the Prime Minister and by the Leader of the Opposition-of respect for
the memory of a gracious Prineess whose loss we mourn, and of sym-
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pathy with our bereaved King, whose grief we would humbly share.
Surely in our whole history there can never have been a King and Queen
of whom it could be said with more fulness of meaning than of our
own that they reign in the hearts of their people. Whenever honour
and happiness flow into their lives their people's hearts are lifted up in
simple and natural rejoicing, and when grief and sadness visit them the
hearts of their people are turned to sa<tness too.
At Christmas we have heard His Majesty speak to all the peoples
of his Empire as a father to his family, and it is indeed as a father that
the British people bave come to regard him, and to enter into his joys
and sorrows as into those of a family to which tbey themselves belong.
We, therefore, the Commons of tbis realm, do from our hearts record
our deep concern at the passing of the Princess Victoria and our sympathy with our revered, beloved, and sorrowing King. (General
sympathetic cheers.)
The motion was carried nemine contradicente.-(Parliamentary
Report, The Times, Dec. 5th, 1935.)
TRUE SHEPHERDS OF THE FLOCK.
ADDRESS BY MR. A. LYTHGOE, OF MANCHESTER.

" Ta.ke heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you over.~eers, to feed the Church of God,
which He hath purchased with His own blood."-(AcTs xx. 28.)
You will notice, beloved friends, that these words were spoken by
the great apostle of the Gentiles in his farewell address to the elders
at Ephesus. He had gatbered them together that he might impart
unto them some spiritual gift that the Church of God might be enriched
througbout all ages. He shows them how he had served them in
the Lord with all humility and with many tears. How he had kept
back nothing from them that was profitable, having taught them
publicly from house to house, testifying both to Jews and also to
the Greeks, repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord
Jesus Christ. He witnessed to them how he had not shunned to
declare unto them all the counsel of God, and in the words of our text
he graciously admonishes them: "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all tbe flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased
with His own blood." You will notice that the first charge is to the
elders or pastors of the Church, " Take heed to yourselves." Secondly,
he solemnly charges them to "Take heed to the flock over which
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers." Thirdly, he points
out to these elders their pastoral duty, "to feed the Church of God,
which He hath purchased with His own blood." These words were
spoken by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost that they might be a
witness, not only to the elders at Ephesus, but to tbe redeemed Church
of God throughout all time. We look upon them ourselves as a
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word in season and one that is greatly needed in the dark and cloudy
day in which we live. May the Holy Spirit, the Divine Teacher of
the Church on earth, incline our hearts and open our ears to hear
what the Spirit saith to the Churches.
The word of the living God must ever be the guide and instructor
of the Church on earth. The cry of the Psalmist of old was, "Send
forth Thy light and Thy truth, let these lead me, let these guide me
to Thy Holy Tabernacle." David thanked God that His word was
a lamp to his feet and a light to his path. How needful therefore
that we have a right understanding of the Scriptures of truth which
are able to make us wise unto salvation. "To the law and to the
testimony, if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them."
.
Let us now try and consider together the words of the text in the
order set forth before you. "Take heed therefore unto yoursel,es."
What a word is this to a Christian minister, for I am assured that
unless he has followed this gracious exhortation he will be unable
to fulfil his holy office, which is to feed the Church of God. We must,
therefore, have the witness of the Spirit as to our own credentials
for the holy office of the ministry. "Be ye clean that bear the vessels
of the Lord." We must take heed that we are called or set apart
to be labourers in the Lord's vintage. Let us therefore take heed
to our heavenly calling and see that our credentials bear the mark
of the work of the Holy Ghost by a divine anointing for the holr
office of the sacred ministry. Let us take heed to ourselves as to
our own soul's excercises before God, seeking to make full proof of
our ministry; rightly dividing the word of truth. Let us take heed
to ourselves as to our walk and conversation in the world, seekin l1
to be examples unto the flock, testifying by our life and con,ersation
that we have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Let us take heed
to ourselves that we have within us the word of grace spoken to
Timothy, "The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker
of the fruits." What an example to all pastors and ministers of
the Gospel was the great apostle of the Gentiles, who, writing to the
Church at Corinth, said, " I was det.ermined to know nothing among
you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." Again the fai hful pa tor
is admonished not only to take heed to himself, but to all the flock
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers. There i a
further gracious instruction contained in this second clau e of our
text. You will notice, beloved, that the holy ministry is the appointment of the Holy Ghost, for He it is that makes us overseers or pastors
in the Church of the living God. It is His gracious hand that sets
apart not only the pastor, but also the flock for him to care for, and
being placed in this important office, the Holy Spirit by the mouth
of Paul gives the gracious exhortation" to take heed to the flock."
I understand this to mean to care for them, to guard them, to instruct
them, that they may grow in grace and in the knowledge of Chri t
their Saviour.
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How solemn, how important, is this charge. The flock of God
are the sheep of Christ. He bought them with His precious blood.
They are dear unto Him, therefore, says the apostle, "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves and to all the flock over which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers." The godly pastor is to care for
the weakest and the poorest, as well as the strong. He is not to
be partia.l, he has not to be a man-pleaser. There must be no favourites,
for, says Paul, "Ye are all one in Christ Jesus." Again the apostle
points out that this holy calling of the ministry is to feed the Church
of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood. This must
ever be the object and endeavour of every God-appointed pastor.
Not only does the flock require caring for, but they must be fed with
food convenient for them. The bread of life must be broken and
distributed under the preached Word. The Holy Scriptures must
be opened up, that the flock may be fed with knowledge and understanding. The sheep must be led into green pastures and beside
still waters. The lambs must be carried and fed with the sincere
milk of the word. The pastor must also watch that grievous wolves
do not break in and destroy the flock. Suppose you bring the world
into the Church, you will bring in a leaven which will harass and
wound tbe flock of Christ. Professing churches to-day have played
the harlot under every green tree, and have introduced worldly
amusements that please the natural mind, all of which must ever
be repugnant to a living soul. You cannot serve God and mammon.
The witness of the Word has been that the true Church of
God has ever been manifest as a separated people, and their divine
credentials, which we ever desire tenaciously to hold to is that the
Lord walks amidst the candlesticks. Therefore, one important
duty of the ministry is to teach this holy separation, that they may
witness and bear likeness to the truth of the holy Word of God;
" This people have I formed for myself, they shall show forth My
praise." We would like to point out to you that this divine separation
has always been insisted upon as the mark of God's living people.
Israel of old were not to mingle or join themselves with the nations
around them. They were to be a separate people, holy unto the
Lord. We solemnly hold the view ourselves that the divine teaching
of the Holy Spirit in the soul of the believer will create within him
this sanctified separation, and it is this mark and this alone which
sets apart God's living Church. The professed religion of the day
would bring the world into the Church and we often hear the great
leaders, so called, of various religious movements, use the term " The
world for Christ." Their very language proves that such know
nothing of the sanctified elect Church which God has set apart for
the glory of His praise.
You will therefore see that in the text before us we have a true
picture of a divinely-appointed ministry and a sanctified and separated
people who are termed the Church of Christ, which "He hath purchased with His own blood." Never think for a moment that an
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uncircumcised Philistine can feed the Church of God, and neither
can the uncircumcised or unclean feed on spiritual food, which is
the bread of God which came down from heaven, even Jesus Christ.
As we look at this divine pattern we often cry out with Paul, " Who is
sufficient for these things?" but" our sufficiency is of God," Who
giveth as He will, and has promised to supply our every need through
the riches of that glory which is revealed in Jesus Christ.
Now one word in conclusion as to this flock. You will notice that
they have a special characteristic, they need feeding. They have
a spiritual appetite for heavenly things. They hunger and thirst
after righteousness. This has ever been the mark of the living flock.
Just as you see a natural babe cannot grow unless it is fed by the
mother, so it is spiritually, and lambs and sheep of Christ's fold must
be fed, and therefore, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, the divine
life which they have received at tbe new birth cries out for heavenly
food, and the language of their heart is often with tbe Cburch in tbe
canticles, " Tell me, 0 thou Whom my soulloveth, wbere Thou feedest,
where Thou causeth Thy flock to rest at noon, wby should I be as
one that turneth aside by the flocks of Thy companions." How
do tbey get this hunger? They cannot give it themselves. It is
undoubtedly the witness of that divine life which God has created
in the souls of His redeemed who desire a living knowledge of God.
Our Lord has promised that He will abundantly bless the provision
of His house, that He will feed her poor with bread, that He will
clothe her priests with salvation and her saints to shout aloud for
joy. He has promised His Church that He will give her pastors
after His own heart, who shall feed her with knowledge and lillderstanding. A faithful pastor is God's ricbest blessing to Hi Church
on earth. It is a display to her of God's love and super-abounding
care for her welfare. We therefore see the riches of that grace and
mercy which God bestows in the provisions of His house, and hither
are brought together the poor, the halt, the lame and the blind, and
tbey enter tbe banqueting house and sit under His shadow with great
delight, and His fruit is sweet to their taste.
Now let me just show you for a few brief moments a different picture,
which also fulfils the Word of God. Tbe Lord solemnly says ill lUs
Word, "Where there is no vision the people perish," and to you
that have eyes to see I would ask you to take a glance at the professing Church to-day. There is no divine vision, and therefore the
people perish. Grievous wolves have broken in and destroyed the
flock, and in place of a people bungering and thirsting after righteousness, we find a worldly ministry, who darken counsel with words
witbout knowledge. Uncircumcised hearers who are satisfied with
uncircumcised preachers. The blind leading the blind and the word
says, " They shall both fall into the ditch." Like Bardis of old, having
a name to live and yet are dead. Now God's people are given a
discerning spirit and they try the spirits whether they be of God or
no. Living souls ever desire a living ministry that they may draw
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water with joy from the wells of salvation. Have you and I such
holy desires, that holy fire of God planted in the soul? The greatest
mercy that can come to you and me is that faithful men of God should
be raised up, that the wells of salvation may be opened up, and that
pilgrims in their journey to Mount Sion may be refreshed. We live
in a dark day. Many of the saints of God are trembling for the safety
of the ark, and as thev see first one and then another servant of the
most high God called" home, they wonder what will become of the
Church of Christ. But let us thank God and take courage. Even
to-day amidst all the clouds and darkness that surrounds us, there
is still a remnant according to the election of grace who, like Daniel
of old, open their windows towards Jerusalem and pray for the City
of their God.
I would desire to leave you to-night with the benediction that Paul
gave to the elders of the Church at Ephesus, when he said, " And
now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace,
which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among
them that are sanctified." May God bless His own word to each
of us. Amen.
"While the dear saints of God below
Travel this vale of sin alid woe,
There is a river through the road,
. Makes glad the city of our God.'
" This river is His heavenly love,
Proceeding from the throne above;
And all its streams which here are found
With comfort, joy, and peace abound.
"Ye thirsty, poor, and needy souls,
For you this wondrous river rolls.
Though sin and sorrow make you sad,
Yet drink, and let your hearts be glad.
"Drink, and for ever bless His Name,
From whom these streams of mercy came;
Drink, for the fountain's open still;
Drink, for He says, "whoever will."
(Medley.)
A NORFOLK FLOOD.

IN " Selected Sermons" by Mr. J. C. Philpot, recently published by
C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., there is a reference to a Norfolk flood
which took place in the Spring of the year 1861. Mr. Philpot says :" I said I would show you sin as an abounding jlood-' where sin
abounded'; and I shall take as a figure, to illustrate my meaning, an
occurrence which caused a great deal of temporal suffering and distress
in an adjoining county, and indeed from its nature and consequences
produced much apprehension through the country generally. IJast
spring, if you recollect, there was a flood in Norfolk, which devastated
at least six or seven thousand acres of some of the finest land in
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England, just at a season when everything seemed to promise fair
for abundant crops. I shall use that figure to show you the abounding
flood of sin. But I must first explain the circumstances to make my
figure more perspicuous, for most of you, probably, are but imperfectly
acquainted with them. A low-lying tract of land, of many thousand
acres, called the Bedford Level, besides a large portion of adjoining
country, is artificially drained by the river Ouse, and from its naturally
low situation is below the level of the sea at high tide. It is, therefore,
necessary that there should be strong, high banks, with floodgates
at the mouth of the river, that it may discharge at low tide the drainage
of the surrounding country, and then before the tide again rises that
these gates should be closed to keep out the sea. But it so happened,
through negligence or some other cause, that a breach was made in
this dyke. And what was the consequence ~ The German Ocean,
at high tide, entered through this breach, and every successive tide
made it deeper and wider, until at last it burst over the whole country,
and flooded more than 6000 acres of land, the salt wat.er destroying
all the crops and carrying consternation and peril through the whole
district.
" I shall take that figure, therefore, to illustrate my first point-sin
viewed as an abounding flood; and, in so doing, I shall consider the
German Ocean to represent sin; the land smiling in beauty and
verdure, the soul of man in its primitive state as created in the image
of God; and the dyke that kept out the waters, man's innocency in
paradise. Look, then, at sin raging in the bosom of Satan as the
German Ocean tossed its angry billows in wild confusion upon the
Norfolk Coast. Wave after wave beat upon the shore; but not one
drop could get in so long as the dyke stood. But when a breach was
made, though in itself but small, then burst in the German Ocean.
So long as man stood in his native purity and uprightness, sin might
rage in Satan's boiling breast, but it could not enter into man's bosom.
But when temptation came and was listened to, giving heed to, the
tempter made a gap in the dyke of man's innocency, and then through
the breach sin rushed in, as the German Ocean into the fair fields of
Norfolk. And what was the consequence ~ It flooded the soul of
man; defaced and destroyed the image of God in him, utterly ruined
his native innocency, and left upon his conscience a whole mass of
ooze and sludge, under which he has ever since lain as a guilty sinner
before God. This was not like the flood in Norfolk, to be drained off
by pumps and carried back to the ocean whence it came. There was
no reconstructing of the dyke, no rebuilding of the flood-gates. When
once sin had burst in no power of man could ever throw it back. . . .
" But a flood comes down also with sweeping force. Such was the
flood in Norfolk. Cattle, crops, fences, even houses were swept away
by it. So sin, as an abounding flood, has swept away not only man's
innocence, but all his strength; and still sweeps away all promises,
vows, resolutions, attempts at reformation, and hurls them along in a
tide of confusion." (Pages 17,18 and 21.)
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lL'oung folka' IDage.
CONCERNING SHOES.

IN a corner of an old city there is a little park or garden which goes
by the name of Gaunt's Ham. One day, when I was passing through
this little garden, I was suddenly arrested by a shrill little voice
addressing me. Two small girls, with untidy straggles of fair hair
hanging round their dirty faces, had stopped in front of me; it waR
the elder of the two who spoke, and she looked about six. "Miss!
Miss! Have she got her shoes on right ~ They'm hurtin' her, she
says." I looked down at the little mite, at her tiny square-toed shoes.
which seemed very much of the same shape. "They look all right,"
I began-to be interrupted eagerly by Big Sister: "She says they'rn
hurtin' her!" "Well, let's change them," said I, and lifting the
little thing on to a seat, I undid the shoes, and found that, indeed,
they were on the wrong way round. The mistake was soon put,
right, and I put her on her feet again. "Is that better ~ " I asked.
Little sister kept her finger in her mouth, but she nodded vigorously.
and the two trotted off together in complete content.
Which shows wfat a difference shoes can make to one's happiness
and comfort. In a country like this with cold wet weather and hard
roads and pavements, shoes are more needed for protection than for
anything else, but it is interesting to see to what other uses they were
put in Bible lands, or rather what interpretation was put upon their
use. People in the East are less practical and more imaginative than
we are, and they make their shoes speak a sort of language. Thus,
I have heard that if you visit a Mohammedan mosque in India, for
example, you will see rows of shoes in the outer vestibule. By taking
off their shoes before entering the mosque, the worshippers imply that
they feel awe and reverence for their place of worship. This is just
what happened in the Bible, when Moses drew near the bush that
blazed but did not burn away, the voice of God from the bush called
to him, " Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground." And when Joshua recognized that the
Man standing with His sword drawn was the Captain of the Lord's
host, the same command was given, "Loose thy shoe from off thy
foot, for the palce whereon thou standest is holy." So to take off the
shoes was a sign of reverence. It was also a sign of m.ourning. When
David fled from Absalom in deep sorrow, it says that he wept as he
went, and that he went barefoot. When Ezekiel's wife died, the
Lord told him to make no mourning for the dead, but to put his shoes
on as usual. And a third meaning of loosing the shoe was the confirm.ing
of a contract. So that in the book of Ruth we have an account of how
Boaz bought Naomi's field and the right to marry Ruth, and how the
contract was confirmed by Naomi's kinsman plucking off his shoe.
On the other hand, putting on the shoes implied alertness and
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readiness. So the Israelites were told to eat the Passover with their
loins girded, their shoes on their feet, and their staffs in their handsready for setting out at once. We are not told whether their shoes in
those days were made of " badgers' skins," as it says in Ezekiel xvi.,
but we know that thro.ughout that journey in the wilderness, their
shoes were miraculously kept from wearing out, for Moses, looking
back, was able to say, " I have led you forty years in the wilderness;
your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not waxen
old upon thy feet." And in blessing the children of Israel, Moses said
of Asher, " Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so
shall thy strength be."
Now let us turn to the New Testament. John the Baptist spoke
of the Lord Jesus Christ when he said, " The latchet of Whose shoes
I am not worthy to unJoose." The Lord Himself, in sending forth
the twelve, told them not to carry shoes, but be shod with sandals ;
which is interesting, because we might have thought that in the Bible
shoes and sandals were the same thing. But I especially like His
reference to shoes in the parable of the prodigal son. When the
spendthrift's heart was changed, and he came creeping back to his
father's house full of penitence, part of the gracious welcome that the
father gave was to call to his servants to put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet. Moses and Joshua, in awe and terror at the Majesty
of God, were commanded to put off their shoes on such holy ground;
but when the sinner is reconciled to God, He shows Himself as the
loving gracious Father. No longer is the believer kept trembling
at a distance, but is brought nigh through Jesus, and his feet " shod
with the preparation of the Gospel of peace "-peace with God secured
. by the satisfaction of the life and death of Christ on earth. "How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace! "
Peace in the soul is the only thing that satisfies: people sometimes
make happiness their aim, sometimes knowledge, but it is peace alone
that can satisfy, and it is through Christ alone that we can have it.
DAMARIS.

ARMINIANISM.
"IT is not very difficult to point out what may fairly enough be
described as the fundamental characteristic principle of Anninianism
-that which Anninianism either is or has a strong and constant
tendency to become; and this is-that it is a scheme for dividing
or partitioning the salvation of sinners between God and sinners themselves, instead of ascribing it wholly, as the .Bible does, to the sovereign
grace of God-the perfect and all-sufficient work of Christ-and the
efficacious and omnipotent operation of the Spirit. . . . Arminianism,
in any form, can be shown to involve the ascription to men themselves
-more directly or more remotely-of a place and influence in effecting
their own salvation, which the Bible denies to them and ascribes to
God."-(Dr. Cunningham's " Historical Theology," Vol. n, Pp. 377-8.)
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" THE first fountain and rise of the salvation of any of lost mankind
is in the absolute and sovereign will of God."-George Hutcheson.
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in .fl!lemotiallt.
MR. A. J. BURRAGE, OF ABBOTS LANGLEY.
WE have received the following letter from Mrs. Burrage, telling us
of her sad loss :" 104, ABBOTS ROAD,
" ABBOTS LANGLEY,
"WATFORD, HERTS.,
" November 14th, 1935.
" DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
"For some years, about this time, you have heard from my dear
husband, Arthur J. Burrage. He was a regular reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, which he much enjoyed, looking forward to it month
by month. He has now, I trust, entered into much greater enjoyment, having been called to leave this time state on October 31 t
of this year. I feel that he died as he had lived, trusting alone on
the merits of Jesus. My loss is very, very great. He will also be
much missed in the little Church at Bedmond, where he conducted
a prayer-meeting regularly every week for the last fourteen years,
and also acted as Superintendent of the Sunday School. Our only
consolation is that he has now joined the Church above, where' there
is no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain.' "
Our warm and tender sympathy is extended to this sorrowing
family.
DIVINE PU CTUALITY.
"NOTHING can be more precise, certain, and punctual than is the
performance of mercy at the time and season which God hath appointed,
how long soever it be, or how many obstacles soever lie in the way
of it. . .. But for the seasons which are of our own fixing and appointment, as God is not tied to them, so His providences are not governed
by them; and here are our disappointments. . . . The Lord doth
not compute and reckon His seasons of working by our arithmetic.
. . . God appoints the time; when that appointed time is come
the expected mercies will not fail: but in the meantime, ' ~hough it
tarry,' saith the prophet, 'wait for it, for it will not tarry.' Tarry
and not tarry, how shall this be reconciled 1 The meaning is, it may
tarry much beyond your expectation, but not a moment beyond
God's appointment."-(John Flavel's "Mystery of Prffvidence," pp.
175-6.)
" GOD'S presence among His people will not exempt them from trouble
but from perdition in trouble; He will not exempt the bush from
burning, but from being consumed."-Dickson.
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FORGIVENESS: HOW CONVEYED.
THE Anglo-Catholic Church Times (Aug. 9th, 1935) in a leader on
The Sacrament of Penance, says, " The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
us from all sin, and the Sacrament of Penance is the method whereby
this forgiveness is conveyed to the individual soul, the power of giving
or withholding absolution, of binding and loosing has always been
exercised in the Church from the beginning and this authority is
conveyed by the Bishop to every Priest in the moment of his
ordination."
We take strong exception to this doctrine. We know of no Scriptural
authority for the Sacrament of Penance. Scripture teaches the
penitent sinner to confess his sins to God. David said, " I will confess
my transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity
of my sin" (Ps. xxxii. 5). Daniel said, " to the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgiveness" (Dan. ix. 9). The Lord Himself says,
" I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine Own
sake, and will not remember thy sins" (Isa. xliii. 25).
The blood of Christ is the blood of the New Covenant which was
shed for many for the remission of sins, and it is the Divine Covenanter
Himself Who forgives sin. He says of His believing people, "Their
sins and iniquities will I remember no more (Heb. x. 17). The
ap~stles never claimed and never exercised the power to absolve
a smner.
Peter said, "To Him give all the prophets witness, that through
His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins."
Paul said, " Through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness
of sins, and by Him all that believe are justified from all things."
Forgiveness is promised direct from God to every sinner who believes
in, or trusts in, the Lord Jesus Christ. No mention is made of any
priestly absolver coming between the sinner and God. There is but
one Mediator, the Man Christ Jesus. "If we confess our sins (to
God) He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." Our Lord taught His disciples to look
to God, not to a priest, for forgiveness. To God their Father they
are to say, "Forgive us our trespasses."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WINTER is a very trying season to many of the Aged Pilgrims whose
names are on the books of the Society, and the arrival of the pension
affords relief and comfort, and induces praise to the Giver of all good
gifts. There are now 1060 aged Christians receiving the pensions of
the Society, for which thanks are given to all who contribute.
To meet the obligations of the Committee £50 a day is required,
and gifts both large and small will be welcome. The Secretary will
gladly furnish information regarding the work.
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The efforts of friends who have organized Sales of Work have been
greatly appreciated.
On Nov. 20th Mr. J. C. Dennis presided over a brief meeting at the
Tabernacle, Hastings, and explained the work of the Society. Mrs.
Bickford Heard, in opening the Sale, warmly commended the Society
for the help it had been enabled to render for many years to a large
number of the Lord's aged poor. The Revs. Donald Thompson and
J. Daniels also took part.
Mr. Wakeley presided at the meeting at Horley, on Dec. 4th, and
after a few remarks by the Rev. J. Raven, the Secretary gave some
details of the needs of the Society, and on behalf of the Committee,
expressed appreciation of the interest shown by the young people.
At the Adult School, Croydon, on Dec.. 5th, Mr. George Rose occupied
the Chair, Mr. Dann read a portion of Scripture, and Mr. Croft engaged
in prayer. The Secretary, having expressed the thanks of the Committee for past help, referred to the character and needs of the pilgrims,
and Mr. W. R. Scott spoke briefly from the words: "The love of
Christ constraineth us." The Chairman then spoke of the motive
which should be behind all effort, and that what was done should be
done as unto the Lord.

\!torrespon ben re.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSIO
TO THE ARMY .AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZniE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A Sailor's Missionary writes: " ome of the tracts
in your parcel have been distributed on board ship.
ome of the men
who use the Rest have taken the booklets home with them. I hope
and pray for your recovery and renewed strength to serve our Mast-er,
and may His blessing be upon the work." A Reader writes: "Best
thanks on behalf of our seafarers for the parcel of Gospel literature
you have kindly sent. We may be certain that blessing will come
through its distribution. Only the great day will reveal its benefits."
From a very old distributor: - " Thank you for the literature safely
to hand. It is very kind of you still to remember my work. Most
of myoId friends have passed over." Another Missionary to Sailors
writes: "Many thanks for your generous parcel of magazines and
books which is to hand. They will be of great service aboard ship.
We shall remember you in our prayers, and trust that you may be
restored to normal health; if not, then may you have grace to help
you share with Him in the ministry of suffering." A Distributor
among Soldiers writes: "You sent me quite a large parcel of Gospel
literature, books, magazines, tracts, etc. I should so like another.
Often it is not what we see but what we do not see that counts." A
subscriber writes: "I have heard of your severe illness when I was
in Ireland; now you have kindly sent a Report. I am so truly sorry
to hear how ill and suffering you have been, and yet, so far from well,
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you are gallantly carrying on your work. Will you accept the
enclosed small gift ~ Hoping that your health will improve and
suffering decrease." "I feel ashamed to offer so little to one who gives
so much, but I do offer it, hoping it may help procure some small need.
The usual for the mission I also enclose. From the widow of a
General." May God richly bless the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the coming
year.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, December, 1935.
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HEROES OF THE REFORMATION. By the Rev. F. G. Llewellin, B.D.,
D.Litt., F.R.Hist.S. Pp. 120. Price 2/6 net. (The Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
The "Heroes of the Reformation" referred to in this attractivelooking volume are John Wickliffe, Martin Luther, John Calvin,
William Tyndale, Hugh Latimer, and Thomas Cranmer. Naturally,
in the space at his disposal, the author could only relate the salient
facts concerning each of these outstanding men. He has said enough,
however, to make many readers long to dig more deeply into the
history of these great men. Moreover, it would be a blessing if all
our young men and young women knew all the facts of the Reformation
history which are collected together in this volume. It is to be feared
that there is a great deal of ignorance about the Reformation. This
book, if it were widely read, would at least make many acquainted
with many of the outstanding facts of Reformation history. The
chapters in this book are attractively and brightly written. They
represent a good deal of careful reading and study. They show how
God in His mercy ra.ised up men both in England, and in France and
Germany, to be the means of giving to the peoples the Bible in their
own tongue, and to be the means of delivering many of the nations
of Europe from the errors, superstitions, and darkness of Romanism.
All of these heroes had to suffer for the faithful stand which they
made for the truth of God, and three of them " sealed their tea.ching
with their blood." The book is profusely illustrated, and we hope
it may have a large circulation among young people, though many
older people might read it with profit.
CHEERING WORDS ANNUAL. Pp. 100. Price 1/-, postage 3d.; The
Marshall Press Ltd., Milford Lane, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
Oheering Words is a small monthly religious magazine, published
at the price of one halfpenny. The volume for 1935 is bound in cloth
and sold for one shilling. The Editor is Pastor B. J. Northfield,
Providence House, March, Cambs.
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SONG OF SOLOMON AND ECCLESIASTES. By Robert Fleming. Pp. 40.
Price 6d. (Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street, Fleet
Street, London.)
This pamphlet was first issued in the year 1701. It is now reprinted.
The author gives the gist of the teaching of Ecclesiastes in verse.
There are sections on "The Vanity of Pleasures,"" The Vanity of
Riches," "The Vanity of Beauty," " The Vanity of Honour," "The
Vanity of Knowledge," "The Vanity of Strength," " The Vanity of
Fame," and" The Vanity of Long Life." Very impressively and
faithfully the author demonstrates the vanity of all earthly things.
The Song of Solomon is beautifully set forth in verse, setting forth the
intimate union between Christ and His Church.
THE COVENANTERS. Pp. 16. Price 6d. (Mr. Roland H. Webb,
388, St. John Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.1.)
This is a pamphlet which gives an account of a new movement,
the object of which is to retain Sunday-school scholars at an age
when they drop off from attending Sunday Schools. It has a foreword
by Mr. George Goodman. We refrain from offering an opinion on
the subject. In these days of modern movements, however, we feel
it is important to remember that God will certainly gather out all
His people, young and old, even if we keep only to the methods
suggested by His Own Word.
THE EASTWARD POSITION. By Gordon D. Savage. Pp. 4. Price
3d. per dozen; or 2/- per 100. (Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This leaflet of four pages explains clearly what is meant by the
Eastward position, and shows that it is adopted by Anglo-Catholics
to bolster up the unscriptural doctrine that the minister is a sacrificing
priest, that the Lord's Supper is a sacrifice, and that the Lord's table
is an altar. Sad to say, professed Evangelicals are giving way on this
and on other points.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY A."i'D NAVY.
We have received the Sixty-second Annual Report of this mission.
Mr. R. E. Brider, 21, Firfield Street, Totterdown, Bristol 4, is still
carrying on this important work, though under great difficulties.
He is hardly able to walk and has lost the sight of one eye. Parcels
of Gospel literature, books, and Bibles, should be sent to him at the
above address, carriage paid. He and his wife are wholly dependent
on the Lord for their personal support.
" SCRIPTURE bears upon the face of it as clear evidence of its truth
as white and black do of their colour."-Calvin.

