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Who comforteth us in all our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHiANs i. 4.

CHRIST'S PROMISED PRESENCE.
"Lo, I am with you alway,. even unto the end ot the world."MATTHEW xxviii. 20.
To a mountain in Galilee, where the risen JESUS had appointed
to meet them, the eleven disciples of our LORD repaired. To
that same mountain, it is thought, above five hundred other
brethren went in order to meet their risen LORD (see 1 Cor. xv. 6).
To them the risen SAVIOUR came, and said, "All power is given
unto Me in heaven and in earth." Then, having commissioned
them to make disciples of all nations, and to teach all baptized
disciples all things whatsoever He had commanded, He added
the precious promise of His perpetual presence. "Lo," He said,
"I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
Those to whom the LORD gave this aSSUl'ance were the nucleus
of His Church, and what He said to them He meant to be appropriated by His people to-day. To all His people right up to the
end 6f the age the LORD promises His presence.
1. First, then, notice that CHRIST'S promised presence is given
to the whole church ot GOD.
Just as when our LORD said to His apostles, "Do this in remembrance of Me," He meant that all His people should show forth His
death until He come, so His promised presence is meant for all
His people until He comes again to receive them unto HimSelf.
Here, then, is a gracious promise assuring every living believer
that the Loim is with him, and will continue to be with him all
through his, earthly life. What a cheering assurance for the
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New Year upon which we hope soon to enter! Our risen and
glorified LORD assures every believing heart of His presence all
the days of the year 1938.
Whatever our circumstances, we may be sure that He will
certainly be with us. We may be alone as to human friends
and relations, but we shall never be destitute of His presence.
No day will come without His presence. There may be times
when His face may seem to be hidden from us, and when we may
not have the conscious enjoyment of His presence, but there
will be no day when He is really absent from us. He does not
say, "I will be with you," but "I am with you."
2. Secondly, this promise assumes that the Church of GOD will
be on the earth until the end or consummation of the age.
Some of His disciples asked, "What shall be the sign of Thy
coming and of the end of the world 1" (Matt. xxiv. 3.) They
evidently believed that His coming and the end of the world
would synchronize. They would occur at the same time. "The
harvest is the end of the world." It is then that the wicked shall
be severed from the just. It is then that "the children of the
wicked one" shall be separated from "the children of the kingdom." It is then that "the righteous shall shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their FATHER" (Matt. xiii. 39-43; 47-49).
Thus, right up to the end of the world there will be some of
the LORD'S people on the earth, and they will enjoy the presence,
the real and abiding presence, of their LORD. They may be fewer
in number than they are now. Many of them may find the
narrow way increasingly lonely, but He will always be with them,
however lonely they may otherwise be.
3. Thirdly, notice that it is a promise of CHRIST'S Own presence
which is 'here given.
" I am with you," He says. I, Who became incarnate; I, Who
went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed of
the devil; I, Who shed My blood in your stead and redeemed
you from the curse of the law; I, Who have risen from the dead
and am now on the right hand of the Majesty on high; I, the
eternal SON OF GOD; I, to Whom all authority in heaven and
on earth has been given; I, Who loved you with an everlasting
love, and gave Myself for you; I AM WITH You.
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It is true He is not with His people in bodily form, but He is
spiritually with them. By His indwelling SPIRIT He is in them
and with them. CHRIST lives in all His people by His SPIRIT
(see Rom. viii. 9, 10). In like manner the FATHER dwells in
them by His SPIRIT. "Hereby we know that He (the FATHER)
abideth in us, by the SPIRIT Which He hath given us" (1 John
iii. 24; iv. 12, 13).
"I am with you, the LORD says. That includes all His people
without exception. High and low, rich and poor, black and
white, brown and yellow, all are assured of His presence if they
are amongst His regenerated and saved people. We may live
in obscure villages, or in large towns; we may dwell in a cottage
or in a beautiful mansion; we may live alone or with many
dear ones; we may be very insignificant, or be thought much
of; but whatever our circumstances, the LORD'S gracious promise
is always fulfilled. He is with us. He is with His people in
January, and He will be with them in February, and in all the
other months of the year.
4. Fourthly, it is a promise of His perpetual presence.
The words may more literally be translated, "Lo, I am with
you all the days, even unto the end or consummation of the age."
All the days He is with His people. The days may be bright or
gloomy, but still He is there with His people. He is with His people
on prosperous days and on days when things are adverse. His
Word tells us that ere He returns, iniquity will abound; Bible
doctrines will not be endured; evil men and seducers shall wax,
and worse, deceiving and being deceived; there will be a famine
of the Word of GOD; apostasy from the faith; and the times
will be perilous. Yet whatever may be the character of the
days or the times, He will be present with His people. He will
never leave them, nor forsake them.
Matthew Henry says, "I will be with you on Sabbath days,
on weekdays, fair days and foul days, winter days and summer
days. There is no day, no hour of the day in which our LORD
JESUS is not present with His churches, and with His ministers....
The GOD of Israel, the SAVIOUR, is sometimes a GOD that hideth
Himself (Isa. xlv. 15), but never a GOD that absenteth Himself;
sometimes in the dark, but never at a distance."
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5. Lastly, this is a promise which covers all the needs of His
people.
They need His protection, and He is with them to protect and
shield them, both from spiritual and temporal dangers. It is
He Who "redeemeth thy life from destruction." It is He "Vho
"encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them." He said to Paul in a vision, "Be not afraid, but speak,
and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall
set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city"
(Acts xviii. 9, 10). He said to J acob, "Behold, I am with thee,
and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest " (Gen. xxviii. 15).
Dangers, temporal and spiritual, confront all the people of
GOD, but He is with them to keep them. They are "kept by
the power of GOD." "Fear thou not; for I am with thee:
be not dismayed; for I am thy GOD: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
They need provision. This is guaranteed by His Own Word.
He is one with the FATHER, and He teaches us that if GOD feeds
the birds and clothes the lilies, He will much more feed and
clothe His people.
They need power, and they are bidden to "be strong in the
LORD and in the power of His might." His power is absolutely
unlimited.
They need guidance, and He will guide them continually. He
will "direct their paths."
They need comfort, and He can be touched with the feeling of
their infirmities, and can fully sympathize with them in all their
trials. He comforteth His people with His bodily presence.
Now He comforts them by His SPIRIT, Who is "Another
Comforter."
Be of good cheer, then, ye pilgrims to Zion. The KING is with
you. All things are under His control, and He controls all
things for the present and eternal good of all His called people.
"The LORD hath been mindful of us: He will bless us"
(Ps. cxv. 12).
THE EDITOR.
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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THE FOURTH CENTENARY OF THE REFORMATION
AND THE ENGLISH BIBLE. A WORD OF WARNING.

"Be ye separate, saith the Lord."-2

COR.

vi. 17.

IT is intended by the leading ecclesiastical authorities-Church
of England and Nonconformist-to observe the year 1938 as
the fourth centenary of the Reformation and the setting up of
the English Bible in every parish church in the land.
The royal order for setting up the English Bible was issued
in September, 1538, in the reign of Henry VIII, who, though
still a thorough Roman Catholic, had thrown off the papal
supremacy. The order was as follows:"In the name of God, Amen. By the authority and commission of the excellent Prince Henry, by the grace of God,
King of England and of France, Defender of the Faith, Lord of
Ireland:
"That ye shall provide one book of the whole Bible of the
largest volume in English, and the same SET Up in some convenient place within the said church that ye have cure of, whereas
your parishioners may most commodiously resort to the same
and read it; the charge of which book shall be borne between
you and the parson, and the parishioners aforesaid, that is to
say, the one half by you, and the other half by them. That you
shall discourage no man privily or apertly from the reading or
hearing of the said Bible, but shall expressly provoke, stir, and
exhort every person to read the same, as that which is the very
lively Word of God, that every Christian man is bound to embrace,
believe and follow, if he look to be saved."
Perry's English Church History (page 178) says, "The English
Bible encountereq various fortunes till the end of the reign,"
i.e., of Henry. The above order, or injunction, however, was
an immense step forward in the right direction. The Reformation period comprises the reigns of Henry, Edward, Mary, and
Elizabeth. Not till Elizabeth's reign was it fully established,
but it is a remarkable historical fact that the Bible in English
was allowed to be provided and set up in the churches, and that
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the people were permitted to read it. No man was to be discouraged from reading or hearing the said Bible, but rather every
person was to be provoked, stirred, and exhorted to read that
Book which is described as "the very lively Word of God," and
a Book which "every Christian man is bound to embrace,
believe and follow, if he look to be saved."
Now to recall this great historical fact should produce in the
hearts of all God's people profound gratitude to God. The
open Bible may be truly said to be "the secret of England's
greatness," and the four hundredth anniversary of the setting
up of the Bible in English, and of the great and glorious Reformation with which it is associated, are events which fill the hearts
of all God's true people with gratitude to God. Moreover, such
gratitude may fittingly be expressed in a special manner at
meetings and services, which may be arranged for that purpose.
Now to commemorate these events was the object of a meeting held in London in May, 1935. At that meeting the Archbishop
of Canterbury and Archdeacon Storr, representing the Church
of England, and Dr. Scott Lidgett and Dr. S. M. Berry, representing the Free Churches, spoke, and it was attended by representative leaders of the churches in England, and a National
Council was established. The Council consists of members of
the Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational, and
Baptist Churches.
It is evident from the published list of the provisional executive
committee that it is composed of Anglo-Catholics, Liberal and
Conservative Evangelicals, and of many whose views on the
Bible are of a Modernistic character. One of the Council writes
and says that "no effort has been spared to plan the celebrations in such a way as to include all kinds of people, particularly
in the Church of England. The emphasis has for this reason
been placed upon the publication of the Bible in English, a·nd
everything possible has been, and is being done, to ensure that the
Council is representative of varying schools of thought. Every
diocesan bishop was invited to join it" (italics ours).
Thus it is desired that the Council should consist of AngloCatholics, Evangelicals of varying degrees of definiteness, and
Modernists. That being so, this writer goes on to say, "The
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Council has definitely ruled out everything which could properly
be called controversial or partisan; it has aimed at being positively
concerned with the spiritual needs of our generation, rather than
with the ecclesiastical or political problems of the past" (italics
ours). "It is acknowledged that there are differences of view
as to many of the historic circumstances of the Reformation, but
the Oouncil has trom the beginning firmly resolved that this celebration
shall make tor greater unity and not tor division" (The Open Bible,
No. 1, page 2. Monthly publication of the Council).
It is thus the resolve of the Council to promote" greater unity"
amongst Anglo-Catholics, Modernists, and Evangelicals, and
between the various denominations.
We are told that" so far from weakening the force of Scripture,
the critical studies of the last hundred years have made the
sword of the Spirit sharper than ever."
Again, "The older view of the Bible which our grandfathers
shared was to look at the Bible history as a closed area, and as
a literature whose parts were more or less equal. . . . I was
brought up on the older view of the Bible, and when I came to
Oxford and studied philosophy, I found it impossible to hold
the older view. I saw the Bible could still have its spiritual
value in the light of the newer teaching. We need have no surprise in change, as God is a God of changes." But what does
the Lord Himself mean when He says, "I am the Lord, I CHANGE
NOT "~ (Mal. iii. 6).·
This same writer says, "Humanity is a brotherhood just because
God is a universal Father" (The Open Bible, No. 1, pages 1, 5,
6). Spurgeon, however, put as the title of one of his sermons,
"Universal Fatherhood: a Lie."
A great many things are being planned by the Council, but
the chief item in the programme relates to Sunday, June 19th
(D.V.). The Chairman of the Council is the Bishop of Manchester,
and in a letter to The Times of October 16th, 1937, he says:
" With the approval of the Archbishops and leaders of the Free
Churches, Sunday, June 19th, 1938, will be kept as a Day of
Commemoration, and it is earnestly hoped that Services of Thanksgiving will be held on that day in all churches throughout the
Country."
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Now, although the Commemoration is -officially called "the
Fourth Centenary of the Reformation and the English Bible,
-1538-1938," there is every reason to believe that it is not the
desire of the Council that any controversy in reference to Reformation principles should be indulged in. The Council is "firmly
resolved that this celebration shall make for greater unity and not
for division." This desire on the part of the Council would be
grievously frustrated if the great principles of the Reformation,
for which our forefathers laid down their lives, were clearly
enunciated, and if the people were warned against the contrary
principles now being taught as a result of the Oxford Movement
and the Modernistic Movement.
The Record for October 9th, 1936 (page 618), gives a report
of "a meeting of press representatives held at the Bible House,
Queen Victoria Street, E.C.," at which Archdeacon V. Storr
and Dr. Bond (Vice-president of the Methodist Conference) " gave
a brief statement of what was proposed in order worthily to
celebrat~ the four hundredth anniversary of the Reformation.
That celebration, Archdeacon Storr said, would also coincide
with the four hundredth anniversary of the royal injunction to
place the English Bible in all the parish churches throughout
England, and the emphasis in the celebrations would be laid (m
the Bible, rather than the Refo1'mation, in order to avoid controversy,
and to promote a return to Bible reading on the part of the people,
which was one of the nation's outstanding needs. Whatever
their differences might be, the Bible was the one thing which
united them all. . .. Dr. Bond endorsed what Archdeacon Storr
had said." Both these gentlemen are on the Council connected
with this commemoration.
We are glad to see that the Church Association says, "We
are informed officially that the proposed Commemoration is free
'of all controversial aims.' But the Bible and the Reformation
are of one texture. The seed of the word sown by Wycliffe and
the Lollards was brought to fruition in the Reformation of the
sixteenth century. The Bible brought the Reformation, but
the Reformation brought forth the Bible in the English language
and set it up in every parish church. The Church Association
is not failing and will not fail to stress this point which'is essential
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to a full-orbed celebration of the Quatercentenary of the Reformation" (The Ohurch Intelligencer, September, 1937, page 154).
We notice with pleasure that the Rev. C. M. Chavasse, who
is also on the Council, said in April, 1937, "I am sorry that the
plans for the forthcoming celebration next year seem to be concentrating attention exclusively on the English Bible, and sidetracking the Reformation itself; though the two happenings
are inseparably associated one with the other" (The Record for
April 16th, 1937, page 241).
Another indication that this commemoration of the Reformation is not designed to be in the interests of Reformation principles,
is afforded by a speech by Dr. Garvie, of the Congregational
Union. At the Autumn Assembly of the Congregational Union
of England and Wales, held at Bristol (1937), "Dr. Garvie moved
a resolution expressing appreciation of the measures already
taken to make the celebration of the Quatercentenary of the
Reformation and the English Bible next year (1938) impressive
and memorable, and approving the efforts which were being made
to promote the reading of the Bible among Christians, and to
make its treasures known to the young. There were many events
in the Reformation, he said, which they must deplore. He,
for one, did not advocate a return to the theology of Luther or Oalvin,
for they were not going to lead the world religiously forward by going
theologically backward" (italics ours) (The Times, October 15th,
1937). This resolution was agreed to.
Dr. A. E. Garvie is on the Council for promoting the abovementioned Quatercentenary. We do well, therefore, to note that
he says, "He, for one, did not advocate a return to the theology of
Luther or Oalvin, for they were not going to lead the world religiously
forward by going theologically backward." The suggestion seems to
be that we may promote the reading of the Bible, but we must
beware of promoting what Luther and Calviu and other Reformers
believed to be the theology of the Bible. The name of Luther is
usually associated with the great doctrine of justification by· faith
only in the merits of Christ. Is it going" theologically backward"
still to hold fast the doctrine of, say, the Eleventh Article of the
Church of England ~ The name of Calvin is partly associated
with the teaching of the eighth and ninth chapters of the Epistle
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to the Romans, and the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians,
and, we may add, the Seventeenth Article of the Church of
England. Is it going theologically backward to hold fast and
to grasp afresh this teaching 1
The late Bishop Knox quotes Dr. Fairbairn as saying, "His
(Calvin's) services to the cause of sacred learning must not be
forgotten. These it is hardly possible to exaggerate; he is the
sanest of commentators, the most skilled of exegetes, the most
reasonable of critics" (Bishop Knox's John Bunyan in Relation
to His Times, pages 6-9).
The judicious Hooker said of Calvin, "I think him the wisest
man that ever the French Church did enjoy, since the hour it
enjoyed him."
We have now given to our readers a brief account of the character
of the Commemoration which it is proposed to hold during this
year. We would now add a few words of warning in regard to it.
The Council appointed to promote this Commemoration is
"National," we are told, "because the event which it is proposed to celebrate is the concern of every Englishman, and cannot
worthily be commemorated otherwise than on a nation-wide
scale." All the people of England are being invited to join in
it. What response should definite and decided Evangelical
Protestants give to this invitation 1
1. First, we would warn our readers against uniting with Sacerdotalists and Modernists for the purpose of this Commemoration.
It is impossible for those who value the great principles of the
Reformation, all of which are based on the Bible, to unite with
those who have largely moved away from those principles. In
our view the theology of the Reformers is the theology of the
Bible. Sacerdotal and Modernistic theology, however, differs
fundamentally from the theology of our martyred forefathers.
It differs on the questions of Inspiration, Sin, the Atonement,
Regeneration, Justification, and the penalty of sin. Union,
therefore, with those whose views differ fundamentally from
ours, means that cherished convictions of truth must for the
time being be suppressed. We do not suggest that there should
be any manifestation of discourtesy, but we suggest that we
should commemorate the Reformation and the English Bible

'.

The Gospel Magazine

11

We would recommend all really decided Evangelical Protestants to arrange for conferences and meetings, and
to adopt Sunday, June 19th, as a day for preaching on the great
blessing of an Open Bible, and on the great Bible principles of
the Reformation, and as a day for united thanksgiving to God
for these great and unspeakable blessings; but let us do all this

independently.

apart from those from whom we fundamentally differ.

We remember reading somewhere that the late Bishop J. C.
Ryle said, "Unity on the basis of loyalty to the formularies of
the Church of England, and to the principles of the Reformation." No doubt when he referred to "the formularies of the
Church of England" he meant formularies in harmony with
the principles of the Reformation. Anyhow, the unity we
advocate is the manifest unity of all the people of God of every
denomination who hold fast to the Evangelical and Protestant
truths of the Bible-truths which constitute, we believe, the
theology of the great Reformers.
2. Secondly, we would warn our readers that fellowship with those
whom we believe are teaching error is forbidden by the Word of God.

Strenuous efforts are being made to promote a united front
amongst all denominations, and amongst men of widely different
views, but no real good can come to the Evangelical and Protestant cause by such unity. Besides, the apostle says, "What.
communion hath light with darkness 1" Evangelical Protestants
rightly or wrongly believe that distinctive Evangelicalism is.
light, and that distinctive Sacerdotalism and Modernism are
darkness. In other words, we hold that the doctrines of Sacerdotalism and Modernism are erroneous and contrary to Scripture.
No doubt Sacerdotalists and Modernists think we are in error.
How, then, can we have real fellowship 1 By all means let
us be courteous towards each other, but Evangelicals cannot,
further the cause of Evangelicalism by uniting with those who
differ fundamentally from them. With all courtesy towards'
others, then, we should walk in a separate path. "Come out
from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord," are words'
which we believe indicate what should always be the path in
which distinctive Evangelicals should walk. Let us be kind"
truly kind, but let us be honest and frank. Evangelicals believe.
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'"3,nd say that Sacerdotalists and Modernists are false teachers,
and our Lord says, "Beware of false prophets."
3. Thirdly, we would pm·nt out that the only reason why we can
thank God for the open Bible is because we are full of gratitude for
the great Gospel truths it contains.
The order for the setting up of the English Bible in the year
1538 said that "every Christian man is bound to embrace,
believe, and follow (the Bible), if he look to be saved." In
other words the contents of the Bible are all-important. Its
teachings are able to make men wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. Distinctive Evangelicals believe
in the plenary and verbal inspiration of the Bible. They believe
that man was specially and Divinely created. They believe in
the doctrine of the fall, and in the doctrine of eternal punishment. They believe that God in great mercy sent His onlybegotten and eternal Son to die in the room and in the stead of
sinners, and that only through faith in His blood and righteousness can sinners be saved. They believe in the helplessness of
man to save himself. They believe in the regenerating and lifegiving power of the Holy Ghost. They believe in the complete
and eternal justification of every sinner who trusts in Christ'
merits. They believe in the absolutely finished character of
Christ's work of atonement. They believe that Christ is coming
again in visible glory to receive into the heavenly mansions all
His saved, regenerated, and justified people. They believe that
there is but one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus. They believe that He is the abiding Priest of His people.
They believe that all believers, without exception, are a holy
;priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ.
They therefore reject the doctrines of the mass, prayers for
the dead, purgatory, the invocation of saints, justification by
works, a sacerdotal ministry, and the confessional and priestly
absolution. Taking their stand on the Bible-the canonical
books of the Bible-as their only rule of faith and practice, they
feel obliged to reject all distinctively Romish doctrines, whether
taught by the Church of Rome or their imitators in the Church
of England.

.....
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Let real EvangeliclJ,ls rally for the Bible and rally for Reformation principles. Let them rally independently. Let them rally
in all humility and lov~. Let them rally in heartfelt gratitude
to God. Let them rally uncompromisingly. Let them rally
-to "earnestly contend for .the _faith which was once delivered unto
the saints" (Jude 3).
THE EDITOR.

"A HAPPY RELEASE."
A CHRISTIAN lady was calling at a village cottage, and it was said
to her, " I'm sure it would be a happy release if the Lord would take
her," speaking in reference to a poor invalid woman. The speaker
added, "Don't you think so ~" " Yes," said the Christian, "if she
is ready."
How few people, however, would add the proviso, " if she is ready."
The generality of people seem _to believe that death is "a happy
release" in the case of all who die. They believe there is a heaven,
but it never strikes them that there is also a hell. Moreover, so full
are the minds of people with ideas of their own meritoriousness, that
they imagine that they have never done anything to deserve hell,
and if they are, generally speaking, ready to own that they are sinners,
they think God is too merciful to do otherwise than welcome them
into heaven. Thus, how ingrained in human and failen nature is the
doctrine of salvation by human works. The doctrine need not be
preached in order to be welcomed, it is there already in the human
mind.
Sad to say this doctrine is taught even by professed ministers of
the Gospel. How increasingly needful it is that the Bible doctrines
of sin, and of a penal hell, should be preached, and that the great
doctrine of justification by faith in the blood and righteousness of
Christ should be sounded forth· from our pulpits.
"Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have
_no more that the-y can do. But I will forewarn you Whom ye. shall
fear: Fear Him, which after He hath killed hath power to cast into
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear Him" (Luke xii. 4, 5).
" Neither is there salvation in any .other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved"
(Acts iv. 12).
.
Salvation is by grace, through faith in Christ. It is "not of works,
lest any man should boast." Vain is it to believe that death is " a
happy release" unless the departed one is found in living union with
Christ, cleansed - by His blood and clothed in His righteousness.
." Blessed (happy) are :the dead which die in the Lord" (Rev. xiv. 13).
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ltJilgrim ltJapet£t.
WELLSPRINGS.

" Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day."ACTS xxvi. 22.
THE apostle seems to love using this word as acknowledging the
goodness, grace, and mercy, and help of his God, Who is the Source
and Giver of every perfect gift, and without Whom we obtain nothing
worth the holding. It is a strong word and with much teaching
underlying it. For it is one thing to get possession of a thing, which
may have long been sought for and craved, but another thing to
retain it. But here we have the possession of a great gift and the
holding of it. And the sweet secret is that this gift, being Divinely
bestowed, is as Divinely sustained. "Having therefore obtained help
of God, I continue unto this day."
In his Epistle to the Romans (xi. 7, 30) Paul sets forth the wonders
and glories of free grace which distinguishes between the unbelieving
" Israel who hath not obtained that which he seeketh for," and" the
election" who had" obtained it." Again he speaks of Gentiles who
" obtained mercy" through the unbelief of the Jews. He takes this
word to himself as glorifying God in a "chief" sinner's salvation
when he writes to the Corinthian Church " as one that hath obtained
mercy of the Lord to be faithful" (1 Cor. vii. 25). And to his
Ephesian brethren he exalts a precious Christ "in Whom also we
have obtained an inheritance" (Eph. i. 11). To his loved" son in
the faith" he cannot extol the mercy sufficiently which found him
who was " before a blasphemer and a persecutor and injurious; but
I obtained mercy." Twice he reiterates this God-glorifying statement
(1 Tim. i. 13, 16). And then how he exalts the Christ of glory in
those sublime utterances concerning Him Who was "made so much
better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent Name than they" (Heb. i. 4). And if the reader will follow
up the references in this Epistle to the Hebrews and which for space
we forbear to enlarge upon, he may find a profitable and more extensive field for meditation in vi. 15, viii. 6, ix. 12, xi. 2-4, 33-all of
which are used in a Gospel sense and set forth the certainty and
endurance of living faith, the sovereign work of God alone and therefore triumphant. Of this Gospel he writes to the Church of the
Thessalonians, " We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God bath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief
of the truth: whereunto He called you by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14).
Thus, to return to Acts xxvi., where this great Apostle of the
Gentiles is so faithfully witnessing before King Agrippa and Festus,
of the way in which mercy found him and changed his heart and life,
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and turned him from being Satan's ready slave to persecute the saints,
to be a preacher of the faith he once sought to destroy, he says,
"Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue to this day."
Ee recognized his high and holy calling; he knew Whom he had
believed, and Who was able to keep him unto the end. True he
understood his path was to lie through much suffering for Jesus'
sake. But that did not move him. The Divine help which had been
his at the very onset of his call by grace, would be a continual help
according to his need. He leaned upon the Strong God and the arm
of His strength, and, according to his need, so did he obtain the
promised help.
And is not the word of our text true and applicable to the saints
of all ages, and does it not reach you and me to-day, beloved reader?
Think of the great and mighty promises made to the patriarch
Abraham, who was told to " Lift up now thine eyes, and look from
the place where thou art, northward, and southward, eastward and
westward; for all the land which thou seest, to thee and to thy seed
will I give it for ever" (Gen. xiii. 14, 15). And was not Abraham's
God faithful and true to His promise and His servant's " shield and
exceeding great reward"? Did not Abraham continue to obtain the
promised mercies and blessings and die in God's appointed time, " an
old man and full of years," or, as it may be rendered, "satisfied"?
Oh, yes, the patriarchs, the sweet Psalmist of Israel, the prophetsone and all could testify to the obtaining of that Divine help which
carried them through life's perplexing maze, over mountains of difficulties, amid storm and calm, sunshine and shadow, and held them
fast to the latest moment of their need.
The disciples of Jesus also-the New Testament saints, the apostles
and martyrs, and the saints throughout the ages, have been enabled
to set to their seal that their God has been true to His promise, and
that they, according to their need, obtained sustaining, upholding,;
and delivering grace, and were enabled to glorify the God of their
salvation.
And do not these truths help you and me-weak and feeble, unworthy
and insignificant as we may be feeling and confessing ourselves to
be--do they not, beloved reader, cheer and encourage our hearts?
We, like them, have had our faith oft severely and sorely tried. We
have oft sunk very low" in affiiction's thorny maze," and under the
dark clouds of adversity and sorrow, and worst of all when we have
suffered the hidings of His face, without Whom we cannot live, we
dare not die. But were you wholly forsaken? Did you entirely
give up in despair, or did the little word of our text hold good and
bring you to find that whilst you were still clinging in your weak and
desperate hope, there was a power and strength holding you and a love
that would not let you go ?
"Just at the last distressing hour,
..
Your God displayed delivering power."

Oh, He is never a moment behind time, though He delays and
2
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tries our faith by never coming a moment too soon! Yes, it will be
your grateful acknowledgement and mine, as it has been of all those
who now swell the ranks of the Church triumphant, that" Having
obtained help of God I continue to this day."
Then there is the word" continue." Is not that a word oft-times
found on your lips in prayer 1 Oh, continue Thy loving-kindness
unto me, stay with me, leave me not, lengthen out Thy mercies and
loving-kindnesses unto me. I need Thee ever at hand, I long for
closer communion, more frequent let Thy visits be, and " Oh, Thou
Who changest not, abide with me." But our God knows how to
deal with us. His is infinite wisdom and love and the very hidings
of His face have purposes of grace and mercy in them to draw us
closer to Him and to show us what we are in and of ourselves. We
are so apt to lean upon creature props and earthly comforts, and His
dealings are all to shake our hold from· earth and to set our affections
upon the Only and Abiding One Who can satisfy. I know it is easy
to write these things, but, oh, how hard to believe them and rest
assured when faith is being sorely tried and all our powers of endurance put to the test. It is easily sung in the days of sunshine, how"He Who hath helped me hitherto,
Will help me all the journey through."

But when put to the test, when some acute trial of faith overtakes us,
some "wit's end" corner is arrived at, then to sing, He will help
me through this trial, as He has ever hitherto done, oft dies falteringly
upon our lips. But, beloved, seek at these times to encourage yourself
in the Lord your God as David did. Think of past mercies and
marvellous deliverances. Recall some of the poignant trials and
sorrows through which you were sustained and marvellously helped
and becalmed, and above and beyond all these, seek to dwell more
upon the stability of His throne and of Him, the Faithful and True,
Who sits upon it, the unchangeable God of His people, even "The
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." May your soul be encouraged and your God glorified. Oh, how the writer, if one may speak
for oneself, loves to sing with dear John Newton:" Be still, my soul, these anxious cares,
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares;
They cast dishonour on the Lord,
And contradict His gracious Word."

And I have often thought it is worth going through some such
heavy trials to find how kind and compassionate He is, how near
He draws to us, and draws us to Himself, and how infinitely dear
He is then in proving" He careth for you."
Some such seasons stand out in one's memory in grateful adoration.
There are some unforgettable deep places made sacred by His marked
and tender deliv¥rances, and we sing on with dear Toplady:" Blest is the man, 0 God, who stays himself on Thee,
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord, shall Thy salvation see."
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One word more ere we close: "Raving obtained help of God, I
continue unto this day." "This day" was a point of time in the
apostle's life and need. "This day" is yours and mine in which
we shall, as he did, prove the faithfulness of our God in caring for
and helping and delivering us.
But it does not end there! For as long as we need Rim and His
help, there still lies the gracious promise before us, and our Covenant
God speaks it, "From this day will I bless you." So that the help
and blessing is continuous and according to our need. The nature
and the number and the need of all our days in the coming year are
alone known to Him. But assuredly, if we are spared to enter its
portals we shall be the witnesses of His faithfulness and say with the
great apostle, "Raving obtained help of God, I continue unto this
day," and by Ris enabling grace, "the living, the living shall praise
Thee as I do this day." For let us remember that the apostle's
grateful acknowledgement of the sustaining "help" of his God was
chiefly that he might witness to His faithfulness and unchangeable
love. May it be the language of our hearts in adoring gratitude
also. "For this God is our God for ever and ever:, Re will be our
Guide even unto death."
" Raving therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day,
witnessing both to small and great." "For ye are my witnesses,
saith the Lord," " of all that Re hath spoken and which shall assuredly
come to pass." May you and I, fellow believer, who have" set to
our seal that God is true," be ever ready and grateful witnesses to
the same to His glory.
R.
A YOUNG LADY AND A PICTURE ROUSE.
THE Free Presbyterian Magazine gives an interesting account of a
godly lady who was recently called Rome in Edinburgh. Brought
up in a godly home, the example of her parents made a deep impression
on her mind. Apparently before her conversion, " She was presented
with a ticket to go to a picture house, and though she was not in
the habit of frequenting these synagogues of Satan yet, not to offend
her friend, she went. When the first picture appeared on the screen
she saw clearly written over the whole picture, 'man's chief end is to
glorify God.' She hurried, at once, out of the building and never
entered such a place again" (Free Presbyterian Magazine for December,
1937, p. 345).
We may point out that the first question in the Shorter Catechism
is, "What is the chief end of man ~" The answer is, "Man's chief
end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Rim for ever."
This young lady, being brought up in a Free Presbyterian family,
would no doubt learn this Catechism off by heart, and the answer
to its first question came vividly to her mind in the picture house
and caused her to leave the building at once.
Rer early religious training thus bore fruit.
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" COMING."

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE
HON. AND RIGHT REV. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE,
BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

D.D.,

" All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me,. and him that cometh
to Me I will in no wise cast out."-JOHN vi. 37.
THE words of my text last Sunday afternoon were, " I, if I be lifted
up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me."
Two main questions were suggested by them:
1. What is implied in the lifting up of Christ from the earth?
n. What is implied in the drawing of all manner of men unto Him?
To the first inquiry Scripture responded that Imputation of SinVicarious Suffering-Remission of Sins-Eternal Redemption-each
and all are so involved in the cross of Christ, that no one can preach
that cross aright who preaches one whit less.
I desire to-day to obtain from the same inspired source an answer
to the second question.
Jesus said, "I will draw all men unto Me "; and again, " All that
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me."
The coming follows upon the drawing; the one is the result of
the other. How may that" coming" be known?
To everyone of us, 'brethren, the subject is vitally important; and
that for two reasons: first, because great as is the salvation which
is in Christ Jesus, not one individual man, woman, or child who can
discern the right hand from the left, can ever profit thereby who
does not rightly come to Him for life. Secondly, because the devil,
knowing well the efficacy of a true and Scriptural coming, hath many
counterfeit comings in which he persuades the children of men to
confide, until, when it is too late, they discover their fatal mistake.
Let each then give me his patient, his candid audience, as I lay
before him the criteria of that one right coming to Christ, which,
being the blessed offspring of His Own mighty drawing, shall alone
infallibly ensure the everlasting salvation of the soul.
The first criterion I would name is, absorbing conviction of sin.
You know, brethren, the Scriptural definition, the Scriptural penalty
of sin. "Sin is the transgression of the law"; here is its definition.
"The wages of sin is death"; here is its penalty.
Now, conviction of sin is the realizing in the conscience the full
intensity of both these awful verities; the realizing the fact that
not merely have I committed some few flagrant offences against God
and man, but that in very truth my every thought, my every word,
my every action has transgressed that Divine law which saith, " 'rhou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind"; and again, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour
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as thyself" (Matt. xxii. 37-39)-the realizing the fact that, of necessary
consequence, I am now, at this very moment, under sentence of
death-yea, death eternal in that dread abyss, where the worm dieth
not and where the fire is not quenched.
And such living, such vivid appreciation of my lost condition,
cannot but be absorbing. It must engross my every waking-yea,
my every sleeping thought. It must break me off from all things
unlawful; it must render even things lawful, for the time, insipid.
It cannot but, I say, arrest my pursuit of things forbidden. For
example, is it possible for me truly to prove that sin is the pathway
to hell, and still to walk on "in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine,
revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries"? (1 Peter iv. 3.)
No! I cannot but come out and be separate; I cannot but refuse to
touch the unclean thing. "Escape for thy life-neither stay thou in
all the plain" (Gen. xix. 17); words like these will ever be ringing in
my ears.
And so will things lawful-will husband, wife, or child-will merchandise, or art, or science, or politics, for one moment satisfy the
cravings of the quickened soul? Impossible. Duties shall by no
means be neglected; but each and all shall seem the veriest trifles,
the merest impertinencies, while the precious soul is in danger. "What
is your life? It is even a vapour" (James iv. 14); "the things
which are seen are temporal; the things which are not seen are
eternal" (2 Cor. iv. 18); "seek ye the Lord while He may be found,
call ye upon Him while He is near" (Isa. Iv. 6): these will be the
ever-recurring, the isolating thoughts of my anxious, my restless spirit,
even amidst the busy crowds of commerce, and the eager deliberations
of senates.
Now such absorbing conviction of sin is, I say, a foregoing characteristic of a true coming to Christ.
How graphically is it pictured forth in the twelfth of Zechariah.
And there also is that gracious agent made known Whose mighty
work it is, " And I will pour lipon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications:
and they shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced, and they
shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be
in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his first-born "
(Zech. xii. 10).
Here we have conviction of sin by the outpouring of the Holy
Ghost! Yes, and that absorbing conviction of sin; for read again,
" In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the
mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And the land
shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David
apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan
apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Levi apart,
and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives
apart; all the families that remain, every family apart, and their
wives apart" (Zech. xii. 11-14).
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Thus was it on the day of Pentecost. As Jesus was lifted up in
the preaching of Peter, the Spirit descended; and what was the result ~
That agonizing, that thrilling cry, "Men and brethren, what shall
we do ~ " (Acts n. 37).
Brethren, this is what we long to see here: we long to see you in
earnest about your souls. Do you remember the words of the Lord
Jesus ~ "Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven"
(Matt. xviii. 3).
Now this absorbing conviction of sin is one of the first stages, if
not the very first, of conversion. No marvel, then, if the minister,
as he witnesses the procrastination of one, the trifling of another,
the cavilling of a third, and the carnality of a fourth, while in every
case the soul is each hour, each moment, in danger of irretrievable
ruin, should stand and cry aloud, "Awake thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light" (Eph. v. 14).
But I pass on to a second criterion, by which a true and Scriptural
coming to Christ may be discerned from all spurious comings: that
criterion is, an entire renunciation of self.
Repentance is a word the meaning of which is much and frequently
misunderstood. For example, it is regarded at times as equivalent
to sorrow for sin; whereas, in truth, it is rather a fruit of sorrow for
sin, than that sorrow itself: for repentance consisteth in part of an
active turning away from all sin. "In part," I say, for were we
to pause here, our definition would be incomplete: for repentance
is not only a turning from all sin, it is also a turning to God, as He
manifests Himself in Christ.
Hence it follows that that man is not truly penitent who, while
he forswears and forsakes that which is evil in his doings, doth
notwithstanding betake himself to works of righteousness which he
hath done, or shall do, for the pardon of his offences: for he doth, in
fact, turn to himself, not to God in Christ, for the salvation of
his soul.
This, brethren, will serve to explain what I meant when I said,
that in coming to Christ there is an entire renunciation of self. For
what is " self" discovered now to be ~ An unclean thing. "Behold,
I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me"
(Ps. li. 5). What, then, shall our best works of righteousness be ~
Still unclean things; for "who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean ~ not one!" (Job xiv. 4). "We are all," said one of old,
" as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags"
(Isa. lxiv. 6). Yes, all our righteousnesses: our very alms of charityour very works of mercy-our very prayers of devotion-all, all are
tainted, polluted by that infection of nature which doth remaineven in them that are regenerate. And what will, of necessity, follow
when these humbling truths are by the Spirit of grace made known
to the soul ~ Surely, so far as any, the least, hope of salvation through
them is concerned, an absolute and entire repudiation of all our own
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works as those which cannot profit nor deliver. For" by the deeds
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight."
Happy, thrice happy, Job, when he had learnt this lesson! For
in nineteen several chapters did he plead earnestly on behalf of his
own righteousness: nor could man dispel the delusion: "God forbid
that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity
from me. My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my
heart shall not reproach me so long as I live" (Job xxvii. 5, 6).
But the Lord Himself appears before him: He exhibits the unsullied
brightness of His Own matchless holiness, in contrast with the
tarnished lustre of Job's vaunted obedience: and what is the immediate result ?-an entire, an absolute renunciation of self: "I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth
Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes"
(Job xlii. 5, 6).
Or take an examplar more notable still; I speak of Saul of Tarsus.
Need I do more than read his own confession? Turn to the third
chapter of Philippians; mark well the excellence (speaking after the
manner of men) of his character and conduct, "If any other man
thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;
concerning zeal, persecuting the Church; touching the righteousness
which is in the law, blameless" (Phil. ill. 4-6).
Surely here was a man most conscientious, most zealous, most
religious, most earnest; yet mark his entire renunciation of self,
" What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for Whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ"
(Phil. iii. 7, 8).
Brethren, there is special need in a place like this to enlarge upon
this part of a true repentance, this characteristic of a true coming to
Christ: for the ceaseless round of ritual services, the daily morning
and evening worship, the weekly communion which distinguish a
Cathedral Church, the multiplied associations for the temporal and
spiritual good of our fellows, which are the glory of a Cathedral cityall are apt to become, by the malicious art of the tempter, so many
snares for our souls. Thus was it with the Jews of old: was there
ever descent of sacred orders-pomp of sacred worShip-service of
sacred song, like theirs? And were not priesthood and sacrifice and
psalm alike Divinely redolent with the coming Christ? And yet,
when He came, ignorant of the righteousness of God, and going about
to establish their own righteousness, they did not, they would not,
submit to the righteousness of Christ. Truly was the word of prophecy
fulfilled in them, "Let their table become a snare before them: and
that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap"
(Ps. lxix. 22).
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May the good Lord deliver us from so great a destruction: may
He teach us also to say, "What things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ."
That we may be the better able to try ourselves in this matter,
whether we have really and entirely renounced self, I would now
make mention of a third criterion of the true and Scriptural coming
to Christ: that criterion is, a longing desire for Christ.
The soul is now conscious of an urgent and a twofold need: the
need of pardon-the need of acceptance. The need of pardon, by
which it shall be delivered from the damnation of hell; the need of
acceptance, by which it shall be entitled to the blessedness of heaven.
To adopt a frequent Scriptural metaphor, the soul cries out for washing,
for clothing. Where shall the cleansing stream be found? Where
shall the princely apparel be obtained? In Christ, and in Christ
alone. There both are stored in richest abundance: plunged into the
open fountain of His precious blood, the vilest of sinners shall be
whiter than snow; mantled in the golden robe of His matchless
righteousness, the vilest of sinners shall be more comely than Solomon
in all his glory.
Now when by the drawing of the Eternal Spirit a sinner comes to
Christ, there is forthwith an eager desire on his part to be personally
assured of a present and certain possession of these inestimable benefits.
I know well how much misapprehension there is upon this point;
I know well that for any child of man to desire to be assured, much
more for any child of man to be so assured of his participation
in Christ, is regarded by many as a presumption and a sin. But
is this view of the matter consistent with Scripture? Hearken
to St. Paul, "We desire that everyone of you do show the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: that ye be
not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience
inherit the promises" (Heb. vi. 11, 12). Hearken again to St. Peter,
" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure" (2 Peter i. 10).
Again, is it possible for one who is really convinced of sin-who
has really renounced self-to be content with anything less than a
personal assurance of his soul's safety? Is the prisoner who is
doomed to die satisfied with a general belief that clemency is a characteristic of the royal disposition, with a general belief that many
similar offenders have been indulged with the royal pardon? By no
means. His suspense is agonizing, until he has unshaken conviction
that that royal clemency looks favourably upon him-unquestionable
evidence that that royal pardon has been extended to him.
Depend upon it that pride and idleness have much to do with this
shrinking from personal assurance: pride, which has not yet learnt
that our case is as hopeless as it really is; idleness, which refuses to
grapple at once in the strength of God and in the Gospel way with
all its difficulties.
Do you remember the fifty-first Psalm? There we have deepest
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conviction of sin: there also we have most eager longing for the
certainty of pardon. Did I say that deepest conviction of sin is
expressed there? Listen to the Psalmist himself, "I acknowledge
my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against Thee,
Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight: that Thou
mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and be clear when Thou
judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me." Did I further affirm that eager longing for assured
forgiveness is also expressed there? Of a truth I spake not amiss:
" Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall
be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the
bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. Restore unto me the
joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit" (Ps.
li. 3-5, 7, 8, 12).
And when, I would ask, was that Psalm written? This (Sixth
Sunday after Trinity) morning's lesson has taught us. Surely if
under the guilt of sin so black, so loathsome, David was, by the Spirit
of God Himself taught to cry for the very joy of forgiveness, none
can Scripturally be rebuked who shall now, when smarting under like
convictions, re-echo his words, "Make me to hear joy and gladness;
that the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice" (Ps. li. 8).
Now pause a moment, brethren, and compare yourselves herewith.
Let me take up the third chapter of Philippians where I laid it down,
" What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea,
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for Whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. iii. 7-9).
Is the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus your Lord, that
for which your soul really panteth? In the reading of the Scriptures,
in the hearing of the Word, in the communion of saints, is this the
one welling expression of your heart's desire, "We would see Jesus? "
Is all else-sculpture, music, pageant, eloquence, naught, without
Hiin, but the empty tomb? "They have taken away my Lord,
and I know not where they have laid Him" (John xx. 13).
But I must proceed. The fourth and last characteristic of a true
and Scriptural coming to Christ is, simple trust in His Word.
To the soul really convinced of sin, really renouncing self, really
longing for Christ, He hath made promises exceeding great and
precious. Need I bring them to your recollection? Here is one,
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28). Here is another, "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but is passed from death unto life" (John v. 24).
What commands can be more joyfully simple, what more exuberantly
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gracious? Yet do their very grace and simplicity-such is the
intense pertinacity of the inbred ignorance and pride of human nature
-present mighty obstacles to the sinner's approach. "Is no money
required, no price, no probation long or short? Surely something
must be done, before I can claim so great a benefit?" And thus the
sinner tarries away from Jesus and from peace, unwilling to take Him
simply at His Word.
But shall this always be? No! The woman with issue of blood
spent her living upon many physicians: she was nothing bettered:
she rather grew worse. At length she was compelled of sheer necessity
to touch the hem of Jesus' garment. Even so is the man of broken
and contrite spirit slow of heart to believe; and what follows?
Corruption seems only to grow stronger; guilt seems only to accumulate; at length, reduced to sorest straits, he is compelled to venture
wholly upon Christ. Like Abraham of old, against hope he believes
in hope; and now truly is it well with him for time and for eternity.
The stone, the tried stone, the precious corner-stone, the sure foundation has been laid in Zion, and as a living stone he rests upon it with
all the exceeding weight of his abundant need, and is safe. "For the
Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed"
(Rom. x. ll).
The good fold has been prepared upon the high mountains of Israel,
and now has he been brought within its happy bounds; and as he is
made to lie down in those green pastures, and led beside those waters
of comfort, he saith, " The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want"
(Ps. xxiii. 1). .
Thus was it with the once fierce and cruel jailor of Philippi: "When
he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house" (Acts xvi. 34).
Thus was it also with one of very different tone and temper, the
treasurer of Candace, Queen of Ethiopia-" He went on his way
rejoicing" (Acts viii. 39).
.
Both had been drawn by the Spirit to Jesus: in both that drawing
had been consummated by a simple trust in His Word.
Beloved brethren, rest not until a like blessedness is yours: for
indeed "without faith it is impossible to please God" (Heb. xi. 6).
" He that believeth not" (awful word!) "shall be damned" (Mark
xvi. 16).
But then, beware of mistaking credulity for faith; the substitution
of the one for the other will be fatal. Credulity is trust upon
grounds inadequate; faith is trust upon grounds adequate: and to
what other ground can a poor lost sinner adequately trust the interests
of his never-dying soul than the written Word of God? Are we
invited to receive the testimony of ancient men, wise and good and
great? Those ancient men may have been deceived themselves. Are
we exhorted to render an unquestioning homage to the dicta of the
Church? Grant, for argument's sake, that the Church hath so
decreed, as some affirm, we know that Churches have" erred," even
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in " matters of faith" (Article XIX). But is it found written in that
one record of His will, which the Holy Ghost hath given to the sons
of men ~ Is it in the Bible ~ Then am I safe in yielding the most
-unhesitating obedience, in reposing the most implicit confidence, for
He is the" God that cannot lie" (Titus i. 2).
I have now enumerated the several stages of that" coming" to
Christ, which is the result of His own gracious Spirit's mighty
" drawing."
In duration and intensity they will and do vary in the case of
different individuals; yet will no wise, experienced, and faithful pastor
recognize a man as truly converted to God, in whom conviction of sin,
abhorrence of self, panting for Christ, childlike recumbency on His
Word, are not distinctly traceable. Where these are absent, he will
affirm that, how stately and beautiful soever the superstructure may
appear, the house is built on the sand. Where these are present, he
may believe that there has been deep digging and that the foundation
has been laid upon the Rock.
How is it, my brethren, with us ~ Let us not shrink from the
inquiry: there is a day coming when the secrets of all hearts shall be
revealed. Better far to anticipate the scrutiny of that dread assize
now, in the days of this mortal life, while there is yet a remedy, than
to discover, when it is too late, that we have no oil in our vessels
with our lamps, and when the door is shut, to hear the terrible denial,
" Verily, I say unto you, I know you not" (Matt. :xxv. 12). "Examine
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith" (2 Cor. xiii. 5).
Is the answer in the negative ~ Are you constrained to confess
that you know nothing of a broken and a contrite, a self-loathing,
a Christ-desiring, a Christ-trusting heart ~ Then, as you value life
eternal, let no friends, no foes deter you from watching continually
at His gates, from waiting at the posts of His doors: and as you
watch, and as you wait, from also crying to Jesus, and that instantly,
for He is exalted to be " a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v. 31).
But is your reply in the affirmative ~ Can you truly say that you
have come to Jesus ~ Then give Omnipotence praise for all that is
past: trust Omnipotence for all that is to come.
Give Omnipotence praise for all that is past. A miracle of love
hath been wrought on your behalf. Had you been left to yourself,
you never would have come to Jesus; the whole man would for ever
have refused submission to His cross; but Jehovah had sworn to
His Son, "Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power"
(Ps. cx. 3). And thou wast amongst that people: therefore cast He
down thine imaginations, therefore brought He thy thoughts into
captivity to the obedience of Christ. Give Him then the praise of
all that is past: "God hath saved us," let this be thy song! "God
hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
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And, finally, trust Omnipotence for all that is to come. As thou art
ever and anon harassed by the corruption that is within thee, by the
world that is without thee, and by the devil that would stir up both
to thy destruction, thou well mayest fear for the issue of the strife.
But more are they that are with thee, than they that are against thee.
He that hath begun a good work in thee, hath pledged Himself to
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. For listen to my text, " All
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh
unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." Yes! I will in no wise cast
out. I will at the first receive, and, having received, I will for ever
keep, " For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but
the will of Him that sent Me. And this is the Father's will which
hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given me I should lose nothing,
but should raise it up again at the last day" (John vi. 38, 39).
"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen" (Jude 24, 25).

"THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT."
THE night is now far spent,
And day comes on apace;
The veil will soon be rent,
That hides the Saviour's face;
The clouds that now obstruct our sight
Will all be quickly put to flight.
Ye saints, lift up your heads,
Salvation draweth nigh;
See where the morning spreads
Its radiance through the sky;
Oh, let the sight your spirits cheer;
The Lord Himself will soon appear.
Though men your hope deride,
Nor will themselves believe;
Yet in His Word confide,
Who never can deceive;
When heaven and earth shall pass away,
The saints shall see a glorious day.
For you the Lord intends
A bright abode on high;
The place where sorrow ends,
And nought is known but joy:
With such a hope, ye saints, rejoice;
We soon shall hear the archangel's voice.
Thomas Kelly.
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"THAT WHICH WE HAYE SEEN AND HEARD."
" NEVER man spake like this Man," so they said, who on the great
_day of the feast had been sent to apprehend Him. The Pharisees
and rulers knew that there was a power with His word that they could
not gainsay nor resist, and they hated Him the more, and cursed
those who spoke well of Him. But if the Pharisees and chief rulers
had ears and yet heard not, there were those whose understandings
were open, and in whose ears His words were life, health, mercy,
salvation, love, forgiveness, revelation, and promise. The Gospel is
heard by them-the Gospel which was written by Isaiah, and by the
law and the prophets before him. "Grace was poured" into the
lips of the Lord. I was thinking among many other points regarding
His sayings-of what He said to the Jews in John iii. 11, "We speak
that we do know, and testify that which we have seen." Christ knew
all that He said; that it was all the truth itself. He had been with
the Father and had seen what the purpose of God was, and when
He came to the earth, as the" express image of the Father," His
lips were "full of grace and truth." All that He said reflected in
utter holiness and exactitude what He had seen and heard; what
He knew. Truth was what He Himself was.
I often think how difficult it is, really to know what we feel, what
we have actually experienced, and how truthfully we express it; how
far we go by what is customary, as against what we have ourselves
" seen and heard," with Spirit-given light and Divinely opened ears.
Maybe when the Psalmist prayed, "Let the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight," he felt that
such a large request need be made only to One Who was his Strength
and his Redeemer.
" The words of my mouth." Samuel's lips were sanctified by God,
when he told Eli every whit, and hid nothing from him of all the
threatened judgments.
When Thomas said, "Except I see in His hands the print of the
nails and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand
into His side, I will not believe," he spoke as he found in his heart,
and the Lord in that mercy and gentleness and kindness which are
His only, met him in his thankless difficulty, and opened his lips to
say in sincerity and truth, "My Lord and my God." He had heard
before, as Job had, but now his eyes saw, and his lips answered in
adoration and praise.
" That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you." So
John said when he wrote his letter, and he had seen the Lord face to
face and had heard His words. If it is the occupation of heaven to
declare that which has been seen and heard outside its eternal gates,
what endless wonders will be recounted. What would Adam have
to testify, and Eve ~ They have declared indeed to all their posterity,
what they saw and heard, and so long as the sun shines on the earth
we know from them that there is forgiveness with God and a power
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sufficient to destroy our greatest enemy. Abel saw enough and heard,
to declare to us that out of the heart of man proceed murders, and if
we have seen anything of our own thoughts, we might declare the
s.ame. We have heard with our ears and our fathers have declared
unto us what they saw and what they passed through. Paul saw
and heard things that he was forbidden to recount here; they were
too heavenly; but he saw a law in his members warring against the
law in his mind. When the light on the way to Damascus blinded
him, he heard the voice of the Lord. How often he repeated that
to friend and to foe. No man could stop him of that boasting. If
we asked Mary what she had heard and seen, she would say that it
was yet dark on· the morning of the resurrection; she could not see
the Lord, but she heard Him and He said her own name. Is that not
like many sheep of His? They hear His voice and follow Him, but
it feels as if they knew not where they were.
I was reading about Manoah and his wife (a nameless worthy).
How strong her confidence was, how simply obedient she was; how
uncertain Manoah was, and even after the Lord had condescended to
meet the confusion of his fears and hopes, even immediately after
the assurance had been given that it was a Divinely sent messenger
who told him these things, forthwith he was full of apprehension.
Now, he thought he would die, because of what he had seen and heard.
What a dear "valiant for the truth" his wife was. Would God
Himself have done all that for them if He had meant their disappointment and destruction? Would He have told them such things as
these ? Was it not Himself Who began their hopes? He had
accepted their acknowledgments of His Majesty and presence. Surely
after that they must declare that He Who begins will finish. However,
many a saint has had sympathy with them, or at least has quoted,
" If the Lord had meant to kill us . . . would He have showed us all
these things? " and have clung to their hopes of the Lord's favour.
" That which we have seen and heard, declare we unto you." Surely
goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my life. I
have seen many a one go away to dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever. One of them, my mother, said to my sister, " We are in God's
hands." She said it with an air of the most perfect peace and
satisfaction. To me she said, "Everything's the best." She had
spent her life-as much of it as any of us were conversant within testifying what she had seen and heard, and that was, " Happy art
thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the Lord? "
FOLLOWER-ON.
" NOTHING is more fundamental in the doctrine of the Reformers
than the complete inability of man and his absolute need of Divine
grace; and against nothing do the Reformers set their faces more
firmly than the ascription to man of native power to good."-Professor
Warfield's "Plan of Salvation," p. 44.
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WHY DID GOD PERMIT SIN

~

BROWNLOW NORTH was an earnest evangelist in Scotland during the
nineteenth century. The following remarkable incident is taken from
his Biography, by the Rev. Kenneth Moody-Stuart, ~LA. (pages
255-258).
"WHY DID GOD PERMIT SIN ~
" At the close of one of his services in Edinburgh, a young man
asked to speak with him and was admitted to the side-room, where
he was meeting with anxious inquirers. Addressing Mr. North, he
said, ' I have heard your sermon, sir, and I have heard you preach
often, now; and I neither care for you nor your preaching, unless
you can tell me, why did God permit sin in the world ~' 'Then I'll
tell you,' the preacher at once replied; 'God permitted sin, because
He chose to do so.' The man was taken aback by the ready retort,
which threw no light on the subject of his question, and yet expressed
all the conclusion which the deepest thinkers on that mysterious
subject have been able to arrive at, referring it as an unsolved enigma
to the Divine good pleasure, which permitted it for reasons altogether
wise, but not revealed to us and to a large extent inscrutable. 'Because
He chose it,' he repeated, as the objector stood speechless, and added,
, If you continue to question and cavil at God's dealings, and vainly
puffed up by your carnal mind strive to be wise above what is written,
I will tell you something more that God will choose to do. He will
some day choose to put you into hell. It is vain, sir, for man to
strive with his Maker; you cannot resist Him; and neither your
opinion of His dealings, nor your blasphemous expression of them, will
in the least lessen the pain of your everlasting damnation, which will
most certainly be your portion if you go on in your present spirit.
There were such questioners as you in Paul's time, and what the
apostle said to them I say to you, "Nay, but, 0 man, who art thou
that repliest against God ~ '"
The young man interrupted him, and
asked, ' Is there such a text, sir, as that in the Bible ~' 'Yes, there
is, in the ninth chapter of Romans; and I recommend you to go
home and read that chapter, and after you have read it, and learned
from His own Word that God claims for Himself the right to do whatever He chooses and does not permit the thing formed to say to Him
that formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus ~-to remember that,
besides permitting sin, there is another thing God has chosen to doGod chose to send Jesus.'
" He then in a few words pointed out to him the way of salvation
both from sin and wrath which God had prepared of His own free
and sovereign will.
" The following Friday, the servant announced that a young man
wanted to speak to him. On being shown upstairs, he asked Mr.
North if he remembered him, but he could not recall who he was.
'Do you not remember the young man who on Sunday night asked
you to tell him why God permitted sin ~' 'Yes, perfectly.' 'Well,
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sir, I am that young man; and you said that God permitted sin
because He chose it, and you told me to go home and read the ninth
chapter of Romans, and you also told me that God chose to send
- Jesus to die for such sinners as I was, and I went home and did, sir,
what you told me.'
" He said he had gone home, and after reading that chapter, which
so many find a stumbling-block, he had pleaded for pardon in the
name of Jesus, and for the gift of the Holy Spirit to be his Teacher,
and was afterwards enabled to believe that he had been heard and
forgiven, and now he said, ' I am happy, oh, so happy, sir; and though
the devil comes sometimes to tempt me with myoId thoughts, and
to ask me what reason I have to think God has forgiven me, I have
always managed to get him away by telling him that I do not want
to judge things any longer by my own reason but by God's Word,
and that the only reason why I know I am forgiven is that, for Christ's
sake, God chooses to pardon me.' Mr. North added that the changed
expression of the young man's countenance was enough to account
for his not knowing him again, as it was radiant with joy and peace."

PREACHING THE WORD_
A PAPER READ AT THE SOUTHPORT CONFERENCE, JUNE 6TH, 1894,
BY THE LATE PREB. REV. H. E. Fox, M.A.,
THEN VICAR OF ST. NICHOLAS', DURHAM.
THE subject is a very old one, and the phrase, as need hardly be
be said, is Scriptural, apostolic, primitive. Whatever interpretation
a change-loving age may put upon the matter of preaching, to whatever place the world may relega~e the preacher's office, the fact
remains, definite and certain, that in the Divine order designed by
God and perfected in Christ Jesus, preaching holds the foremost place
as an instrument for the salvation of man.
As to the act of preaching itself, does it need to be justified anywhere? Most men are preachers in some sense or would be if they
could. Even those who denounce it most, most often contradict their
own criticism. Through all ages, among all races, and in all religions,
preaching has been the instinct of humanity which has a tongue to
speak or an ear to hear. It is the most powerful and popular method
by which opinions are communicated and persuasion effected. The
preachers of the world more than the writers have left their mark for
good or evil on the masses of mankind. The few read, the many
hear. But I am not to speak here of preaching in general. It is rather
that specific form by which we understand the spoken exhibition of
Christian facts, the oral exposition of Christian doctrine, and the
personal exhortation to Christian duty. By this means unquestionably Christianity in the beginning was propagated. The parting
charge of their risen Master, Himself the Preacher of preachers, laid
this first duty on His followers. The Pentecostal gifts were bestoweti
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to this chief end. When the rough hand of persecution drove out
the disciples sooner than they would, they went forth to a wider field
to fulfil the same work. Then all Christians were preachers. A
preaching order was unknown. "They that were scattered abroad
went everywhere preaching the word." Nor is there any doubt as
to the "Word" they preached. We have their sermons, sometimes
crystallized in one brilliant sentence, sometimes in brief notes, sometimes expanded into lengthy treatises. The subject of their preaching
is described under various terms, but in fact it is all one. They
preached" the Gospel," they preached" the word of Salvation," they
preached" peace by Jesus Christ," they preached" Jesus and the
Resurrection," they preached" Christ crucified" and the" kingdom
of God." In short, they preached the living Word, of Whom the
written Word remains for us the one record, the sole authority of
faith. They were messengers, ministers, stewards, ambassadors,
charged with a duty which so far outweighed all else in importance,
that one of the greatest of them protested that his commission was
not so much to minister a Divinely ordained Sacrament as to communicate a Divinely sent message. (A statement, by the way, which
is scarcely to be reconciled with some of the modern developments
of the theory of Sacramental grace). No wonder that with such a
sense of its responsibility the fire burned within that man, and he
spake with his lips. No wonder that he describes himself as one
compelled against his natural inclination, and forced by a sort of
blessed necessity, so that by no means could there come aught of credit
to himself. " Yea, woe is me ! " he cries, " if I preach not the Gospel."
For to him preaching meant the proclamation of those eternal truths,
by which his own soul had become so wholly possessed, that, with
an inspired courage which we cannot imitate, he would speak of it as
" my Gospel," and with reiterated earnestness denounce the preacher
of any other.
I know it was not a popular estimate, nor is it now. The ecclesiastically-minded man still retains his dislike, and the secularly-minded
his contempt, just as Jew and Greek did 1800 years ago. But to
St. Paul it was a Divine link in the chain of salvation. It was the
ministry by which sinners were reconciled to God. It was charged
with a potency of life unto life, or of death unto death.
What then, is it the same still 1 Has the age of preaching, as some
tell us, passed away 1 Is a new Gospel being evolved to supersede
that which was once the power of God unto salvation 1 Like fretful
children men weary of what is old, and cry for something that is
new. No less an authority than the Primate of England has doomed
Missionary Societies to extinction, because, as he alleges, they" cannot
keep pace with changes of Christian thought." Some may say, " So
much better for the Societies, whose main business is to preach the
faith once delivered, and not follow the ever-changing fashions which
are dignified as ' Christian thought.' So much the more probability
of the Societies outliving the forecasts of prophetic prelates."
3
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There is no doubt, however, that among a large number of persons,
.educated' and intelligent, preaching is looked upon with growing
disfavour.. ,Men are impatient of most sermons, intolerant of long
ones. The hour-glass which once measured the preacher's time is
exchanged for the minute hand of his watch. In not a few cases,
notably in a Cathedral with which I am well acquainted, the custom
of fleeing from Church before the sermon begins is on the increase.
No rudeness to the preacher is meant: it is only the instinct to escape
what does not interest asserting itself. On the other hand, it is
equally certain that preaching is still an enormous power in the
Church, where rightly used. It is certain that it is intensely valued
by tens· of thousands of sensible and serious persons, who find in books
no substitute for the oral message. It is certain, too, that sermons
in one form or another are as widely read as ever, and that there
are men' whose printed discourses command far larger masses of their
fellows than the greatest preachers of the past, from John the Baptist
to Whitefield, And perhaps even those who are the most forward to
disparage preaching would be the first to denounce the indolence of
the clergy, if they were to adopt the fashion of Oriental Churches,
and limit their discourses to one or two in a year.
In fact, preaching, as a religious ordinance, will be found to be
effective or defective just in proportion as it approaches to or recedes
from the primitive definition, "preaching the Word." I don't say
that this will be the test of its popularity. Such preaching can never
be popular in the world. Apostolic preaching certainly roused as
much hostility as it won converts. And so all preaching must which
asserts facts repugnant to the natural man. To preach the Word is
to preach Christ: to preach Him as revealed in the written Word,
not adjusted to meet the prejudices of the carnal mind, not distorted
as the image passes through the turbid medium of an unsanctified
imagination, not the fictitious Christ of human fancy, not the Christ
of popUlar theology, not the Christ of poetry or art, not the Christ
as men think He ought to be, but the Christ as He is, and no other;
the Christ Who became Man, and as Man " bore our sins in His own
body on the tree"; the Christ by Whom alone" we have access
unto the Father:'; the Christ Who has passed into the heavens,
not standing to re-present His sacrifice (for that was finished 1800
years ago) but sitting to represent His true Church; the Christ still
with His believing people, in a spiritual and therefore most real
Presence, wherever they meet in His Name, or go forth to preach His
Gospel; the Christ Who gives to every child of God the Holy Ghost,
to be the Spirit of Adoption and Truth and Holiness; the Christ
Who is coming again to set up an everlasting kingdom.
. It is this Christ Who makes the Gospel what it was, and is, and
always must be, the power of God unto salvation. It is this Christ
and this alone Who gives vitality to the word of preaching, and Who
1;>y that Word does save men to-day as surely as He did long ago
in Jerusalem, or Antioch, or Corinth, or Philippi, or Rome.
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But remember it must be the same presentation of the same Christ.
If you allow what the Archbishop calls" changes of Christian thought"
to interfere with that Gospel, you immediately vitiate its effect. If,
for example, men preach a gospel which treats human nature as though
it had an inherent capacity for righteousness, and could dispense
with imputed righteousness; if they preach a gospel which rests upon
some co-ordinate authority other than the written Word of God ; if
they preach a gospel which exaggerates the truth of the Incarnation
at the expense of the Atonement; if the full proportion be not given
to His Resurrection and its results, His Ascension, and Pentecostal
gifts, His coming and its consequences; if salvation by works adulterate
by ever so little the glory of salvation by grace; if the cleansing
blood, and the quickening, sanctifying Spirit; if consecration unto
Christ and separation from the world; if love and good works, do
not all take their full and appropriate place in this ministry, the
preaching, however eloquent, learned, or popular, will never be the
preaching of the Word, nor lead to the results which we have a right
to expect. The efficacy of a medicine often depends upon the proportion of the ingredients. Leave out one, or increase another, and it
loses its virtue. So it is in the ministry of that Divine remedy, in
whose composition no less than "the whole counsel of God" was
put forth.
Does not this account for much of the alleged failure of modern
preaching? Let it be granted that our clergy are not less careful,
nor our laity more critical than of old, yet it can hardly be disputed
that, taking our Church at large, the results of preaching are altogether
disproportionate to the means employed. Consider the fact that
every week twice and often more frequently, 20,000 clergymen have
at their mercy congregations more or less large, whom custom compels
to attend and receive in silence instruction and exhortation on topics
the most serious that can affect responsible beings. Conceive what
the men of politics or of trade would do with our opportunity if they
had it for their own purposes. And then contrast with the greatness
of this opportunity given for religious education, the amount of
religious knowledge, doctrinal or experimental, possessed by the
average Church-goer. Year after year this sermon stream is poured
over passive congregations, but how little there is to show for all the
talk. It has almost come to pass that in a great majority of Churches
definite results such as conversions, revivals, steady progress in holiness
or deepening of spiritual life, are hardly looked for from the ordinary
ministry of the Word, and we resort to special means as missions or
conventions, to supply the acknowledged defect. But why should
not all preaching do what is expected from some only?
I venture to think that the whole answer is covered by that one
sentence, " Preach the Word." Where God's Word is preached, there
surely God's works will follow, unless marred by the unfaithfulness
QI.- iniliu:uri&.roll'.J) <4..W" '¥&1ft,!ub"r. 'WUll'Th ~~ ~1l1ibl; preaened, w'na'tever
else may follow, there will not be those spiritual evidences which
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lift preaching from a function to a force. Most heartily do I recognize
the fact that "the pure Word of God" is preached in more pulpits
then it ever was before. Most thankfully do I praise Him for the
increasing number of faithful men who give full proof of their ministry.
But all this does not alter or conceal the fact that in a vast number
of our own Churches, and in still more non-conformist, preaching is
anything but preaching of the Word. Good, bad, or indifferent it
may be after its kind, but it can no more bear spiritual fruit than
thorns bear grapes, or thistles bear figs.
Time will not allow me to trace out the causes. I can but indicate
one or two.
, 1. I doubt if in these days the Word of God occupies in the minds
of all preachers and hearers that position of supremacy which it
unquestionably claims for itself, and which our Church so loyally and
so constantly attributes to it, With a great many who pass for
Christians the Holy Scriptures are no longer the sole Rule of Faith,
On the one hand, by some the Church is introduced as kind of assessor.
Councils, fathers, traditions, and such like, are raised to equal rank,
It is not enough that the Author of the Book is the Spirit of Truth,
Who has been given to guide us into all Truth. Another interpreter
is needed, Logic has never been a strong point with ecclesiastics
of this school, but this is what they say, "The Church was before
the Bible in point of time, therefore it is before the Bible in point of
authority." On which principle Balaam's beast itself deserves to be
canonized as a father of the Church.
On the other hand, unsanctified criticism, that white ant of modern
divinity, has eaten the heart out of Scripture. It has destroyed in
many parts all but the outward form, and that is but a shell which
crumbles at a touch. It cannot be denied that by hundreds of our
clergy and thousands of our laity, the Bible is more doubted than
trusted; admired as an interesting relic, but not feasted upon as the
food of the soul; certainly not accepted in its integrity as " God's
Word written." In both these cases it is a dethroned monarch that
reigns but does not rule. How can either side " preach the Word " ~
2. Again, I doubt if the Word of God is studied and known in the
way that makes its preaching effective. By this I do not mean that
the Bible is a neglected book in these days. Far otherwise.
ever,
probably, was there more literature about it. Commentaries, essays,
introductions, dissertations, pour from the press in bewildering abundance. There is ml.lCh, both of interest and value, in this wealth of
learning. I thank God for the great men whose talents have been
consecrated to the service of this Book, and who have brought their
tribute of scholarship and research to defend it and do it honour.
But it is possible to have the advantage of all this, and yet not have
the Word preached. A man may be ever so accomplished an expert
in Biblical science and yet his ministry may be as barren as the sands
of Sahara. We all know that it is not the excellence of his tools
which makes the mechanic. Machinery can do very much, but it
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cannot think. And it is thought, it is spiritual insight into the heart
of the Word, it is the exercise of perceptive faculties, created and;
fostered by the Holy Ghost alone, which are the first qualifications
for preaching the Word. These no lecture room nor library can
supply. The secret is learnt on the knees, it is wrestled for in prayer,
it is wrought out in holy meditation, it is found at the Master's feet.
It is in this" epignosis " that our older divines outstrip the preachers
of this age. We have qualities perhaps which they had not, concise~
ness and brevity of style, on some questions a wider horizon. But
they were Bible scholars of a higher order than almost any to be
found now. Take three typical men of different character and generation-John Owen, Robert Leighton, and Matthew Henry. What
strikes you most in their expositions of Scripture ~ It is not so much
their scholarship, their eloquence, or their force of argument, though
they had all these, but just simply their massive knowledge and their
deep understanding of the inner side of the Word. They knew the
letter of Scripture intimately, but they knew the spirit of it better
still. Eminently they were preachers of the Word.
But, alas! what can your modern parson do ~ His week has no
more days than theirs; but it is expected to hold a hundredfold as
much. Committees, conferences, clubs, boards, bores, and busybodies
harry his life. Issachar was "a strong ass crouching between two
burdens"; but our parson is only a weak man trying to carry the
layman's load as well as his own. Can the layman wonder that
when Sunday comes round the pulpit fare is thin and tasteless, ill
prepared, and ill presented 1 And if " the hungry sheep look up and
are not fed," they must not always or altogether lay the blame at the
shepherd's door.
3. For a third thing, I doubt if our sermons are prayed about as
they ought to be. There is nothing suffers so much for lack of prayer,
for there is nothing in which we are so dependent upon God to aim
the arrow while we hold the bow. A sermon may possess every
earthly excellence, but without prayer it will seldom if ever find out
the joints of the sinner's harness, or reach the secret pains of a wounded
conscience. Most of us can recall instances of hearers accusing the
preacher for personal references, when none were ever meant. But
it was God Who gave the word. Therefore the preacher himself
must be a man of much prayer-prayer in the selection, meditation,
and construction of his sermons-prayer for right judgment, sound
doctrine, and wise words-prayer for his hearers, both general and
particular, and not least prayer for his own soul; prayer before and
prayer after, believing, expectant, and prevailing prayer. Farmers
steep their grain to protect it from blight; the wise preacher does the
same. Nor is it only the preacher who must pray more. I owe what
I can never express to the praying members of my Church. But I
do not find the custom so common as it should be. I doubt if very
many of our lay friends realize how large a share is theirs in the
ministry of the Word. I am quite sure that with more systematic
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and special prayer for the preacher and his sermons there would be
a vast improvement in both. It is very easy to criticize poor preaching; it would be far better if we were to hold our tongues in public
and tell God in private. Who can estimate the mighty result if in
every parish there we:re Aarons and Hurs to hold up the hands of the
~nisterial Moses 1 Or if the apostle's request were fulfilled by every
communicant on behalf of his clergy: "Praying always . . . for me
that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth
boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel."
We should then no longer hear the nonsense that the age of preaching was past. Pulpit and pew would have a common interest. We
should not hear men setting off the ministry of worship against the
ministry of the Word, for it would be felt that the two were inseparable
and mutually necessary to each other. Then people would not go so
much to hear the preacher (though I do not know that this is worse
than going to hear the organ or the music, which I am told is even
done in the best ordered circles), but they would go for the Word as
well as for the worship; they would expect to receive as well as to
offer; there would be less of the priest and more of the pastor, less
of ritual and more of reading. The choicest Church decoration would
be the beauty of holy lives. Kindly deeds and self-denying service
would be thought a nobler witness for Christ than all the copes and
chasubles, candles and censers, that ever delighted effeminate minds.
Conversions would be no rarity in such Churches. There would be
no empty seats and no sleepy hearers. The people would count it
their privilege to fulfil their own part in the service themselves, and
not leave it to the artificial aids and vicarious performances which
conventional worship seems to demand. The complaint of niggard
offerings and failing funds would no longer be heard. There would
be no lack of workers and no languishing of funds.
. 'Tis no idle dream. I think I could put my finger on more than
one parish which falls not far short of such an ideal. It is only the
reasonable sequence of the" Word preached." If only we had faith
in the possibilities of that Word we should know that there are supernatural forces still at work in this world which all the scepticism of
man cannot refute, and results still to be had which all the wit of man
cannot imitate.
It is just because we cannot trust it in its sublime simplicity;
because we fly to what I can only call contemptible dodges, which
we think will attract men to hear it, as if it had not far greater attractions of its own; because we yield to the wishes of the least wise or
the most worldly in our flocks; because we prefer "the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life" to the "love of the Father"; then
the gracious Spirit is grieved, and silently withdraws His sacred
influence; then we go from bad to worse; and then that hollow
fiction called "Church life" takes the place of the living Word and
the life-giving Spirit, and we have fallen sd low that we know not that
we have fallen, and in the cant of the day we actually call the point
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we have reached "High," and' the place we have left "I"ow"!
, Yes! progress especially of "Christian thought" is not ,alwAYs
upward. Reformations are not retrograde because they are reversions
to older types. It is such a Reformation we sorely need again. A
good many years have gone by since John Bunyan drew that inimitable picture of the Christian p:r;eacher. I doubt if " Christian thought"
will ever improve upon it. Happy would it be for our beloved Church
if those classic words were graven on the heart of every minister and
member.
" Then said Interpreter, Come in, and I will show thee that which
will be profitable to thee. So he commanded his .man to light the
candle, and bade Christian follow him; so he had him into a private
room, and bid his man open a door; the which when he had done,
Christian saw a picture of a very grave person hang up against the
wall, and this was the fashion of it. It had eyes lift up' to heaven,
the best of books in its hand, the law of truth was writteriupon its
lips, the world was behind its back; it stood as if it pleaded with
.
men, and a crown of gold did hang over its head.
"Then said Christian: What means this?
" Interpreter: The man whose picture this is, is one of a thousand;
he can beget children, travail in birth with children, and nurse them
himself when they are born. .And whereas thou seest him with eyes
lift up to heaven, the best of books in his hand, and the law of truth
writ upon his lips; it is to show thee that his work is to unfold dark
things to sinners; even as also thou seest him stand as if he pleaded
with men; and whereas thou seest the world as cast behind him,
and that a crown hangs over his head; that is to show· thee that,
slighting the things that are present, for the love that he hath to his
Master's service, he is sure in the world that comes next to have glory
for his reward."
.

CHRIST AND CROSSES.
THE simple reason why those who had the charge of churches resigned
the office of teaching to idols was, because they themselves were dumb.
Paul declares that by the true preaching of the Gospel Christ is
portrayed and in a manner crucified before our eyes (Gal. iii. 1). Of
what use, then, were the erection in Churches of so many crosses of
wood and stone, silver and gold, if this doctrine were faithfully and
honestly preached, viz., Christ died that He might bear our curse
upon the tree, that He might expiate our sins by the sacrifice of His
body, wash them in His blood, and, in short, reconcile us to God the
Father? From this one doctrine the people would learn more than
from a thousand crosses of wood and stone. As' for crosses' of gold
and silver, it may be true that the avaricious give their eyes and
minds to them more eagerly than to any heavenly instructor."(Calvin's " Institutes," Vol. I, p. 128).
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" THE atoning sacrifice has not, even in the smallest degree, lost its
efficacy. It is just as mighty as when it washed the dying thief
from the foulness of hell into the purity of heaven, and carried him
from a gibbet to a throne."-O. H. Spurgeon.
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"A MOUTH AND WISDOM."
ONE morning in November, 1937, we were meditating on a portion"
of the twenty-first chapter of Luke. We came to the words, "I will
give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not
be able to gainsay nor resist." The Lord had been telling His disciples
that they would be persecuted, imprisoned, and brought before kings
and rulers, for His Name's sake. But they were not to meditate
beforehand what they would answer their judges; "For," said our
Lord, "I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist." The thought struck
us that when our Lord would fulfil this precious promise He would
no longer be on earth in bodily form, yet He assured His disciples
that He would be with them in their trials and enable them to answer
their judges. How, we thought, could He do this if He were no
longer visible on earth? How, if He were only human, could He
render them any assistance after He had left the earth? At once
the thought came, this promise of our Lord is an irwidental proof of
His Divinity. As Man He could do nothing for them after He had
left them, but as God He could always be with them wherever they
were, and give them courage and wisdom to reply to their human
judges. Thus this passage is one of many incidental proofs of the
Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Moreover, the promise given primarily to His disciples or apostles
is full of comfort for His people to-day. In our persecutions for His
sake, and in all our circumstances, He is with us, and He will render
to us the assistance, the guidance, and the comfort that we need.
The morning after we had meditated on this verse (Luke xxi. 15),
we were reading Bishop Ryle's comments on this chapter in his
Expository Tlwughts on St. Luke, and we were deeply interested to
read on verse 15, " Scott remarks on this promise that it is an incidental
proof of the Divinity of Christ. None but One Who was very God
could have made such a promise as this."
This led us to another thought. Commentators, such as Thomas
Scott, are real helps to the Lord's people, but we are not absolutely
dependent on such teachers. If we prayerfully and humbly meditate
on the Scriptures, inspired by the Holy Ghost, He Himself, their Author,
will interpret their meaning to us. (See 1 John ii. 27.) Thus the
meek and lowly and prayerful student of the Word, though shut off
from the commentaries of good and able men, may nevertheless be
taught by the Spirit through the Word, and guided into its underlying truths. "Who teacheth like Him? " (Job xxxvi. 22.) Let our
continual prayer be, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law" (Ps. cxix. 18).

" IT is a greater mercy to descend from praying parents, than from
the loins of nobles."-John Flavel.
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A CHEERING LETTER.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON-To assist in the" good work" in which you
are engaged in publishing month by month the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and in its pages proclaiming the precious truths of the everlasting
Gospel of the free grace of God to sinners, I enclose a small remittance.
Kindly acknowledge, as before, as " A Thankoffering."
. The subject of the October " Family Portion" is a very great and
precious one, "He is faithful that promised," and I have enjoyed
reading from this month's issue the portion from " All things are
now ready."
May the Saviour in His all-sufficiency still strengthen you for all
your labours in His vineyard and greatly bless the work of your hands
that increasing glory may accrue to His worthy Name.
Yours sincerely,
Nov. 12th, 1937.
With Christian love and esteem.

. . GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEARFRIEND,-I have been cheered by the kind reception accorded
to my new Annual Report. To be Divinely permitted to continue
my labours is an inestimable privilege, and we pray that the scattering
of truth may be owned of God to the quickening of sinners, setting
free the bound, and making fruitful those who are the Lord's. Pray
for us, dear friends, in this New Year that a life of service may be
ours, and whatever may be before us of affiiction or returning health
it may be sanctified to us, more and more.
A friend whose mother was a life-long reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
writes, " At this time of the year my late dear mother, I know, used
to think of you especially, and from myself and in memory of her I
send you £3 for your own personal needs, which I know are increasing.
How are you now ~ I am sure your work will be supported, and I
am sending a parcel of Testaments and books for it. Life is very
perplexing, but if we trust our Risen Lord the perplexities will not
make us despair or be dismayed. 'He knoweth the way I take'
through the wilderness, and He has said, 'I will never leave nor
forsake you,' even though we may be in the furnace of affliction, as
of old when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were thrown into
the burning fiery furnace, heated seven times' hotter,because of
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man's hate. He walked with them. Hallelujah! It is in our
problems, trials, and affiictions, which the prince of this world attacks
us with, that He walks with us; and trusting, no smell of burning is
upon us, no suspicion of fuming anger or failure is ours, for He walks
with us. Cheer up, dear brother, the time is growing shorter for our
full redemption, body, as well as soul and spirit. We are redeemed,
but our body has yet to be redeemed and made like unto His glorious
body. All good wishes and affection."
Another writes, "It is always a pleasure to receive your Report
and to read that the good hand of God has been upon you through
another year. May the Lord sustain you in all your loving labours."
A worker among soldiers writes, " The two parcels of Gospel literature are useful. I never have too much of such for giving to the
troops in their barrack rooms, hospital, and detention rooms. The
men enjoy the reading of them. A Christian man has enjoyed the
two larger books in hospital. God bless you, brother, and may the
sowing of the good seed through your parcels be greatly blessed."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
ll. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, December, 1937.

THE UNITY OF OLD AND· NEW TESTAMENT SAINTS.
" , YE shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets,
in the kingdom of God' (Luke xiii. 28). Let this expression be noted.
It shows that Old Testament saints will share the glory of the kingdom
of God with Gentile believers. There seems no room here for the
opinion, which some hold, that Old Testament saints and believers
who have lived since the day of Pentecost shall not be together in
glory; and that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are not members of
that Church which is the Bride and the Lamb's Wife. Both the
present verse, and the one following, and the kindred passage in
Matthew (Matt. viii. 11) appear distinctly to contradict this notion."(BishopRyle's " Expository Thoughts on Luke," Vol. 11, pp. 136, 137.)

THE HORRORS OF WAR.
" IN Nantao, south of the International Settlement (Shanghai), 1000
were killed when trying to board a train to escape. The next day
an evangelist counted forty-two babies in their mothers' arms among the
dead."-(A Circular Letter of the China Inland Mission, dated Nov.
30th, 1937.)
Well may we pray, " Scatter Thou the people that delight in war"
Cl's. l~ii. 30).
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PASTORS THAT DESTROY.
AN old woman, lying in her last illness, was frequently visited by
two ladies who took a kind interest in the sick members of the Church.
The invalid was a Christian, and was serenely awaiting her departure,
strong in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. One evening as the
friends left the house, Miss Young said to Mrs. Macey, "I don't think
Mrs. White will be with us much longer." "I'm afraid not," replied
Mrs. Macey sorrowfully. The two stood in the road a few minutes
speaking of their friend, and then Miss Young said, " I wonder if she
would like Mr. Thomas to see her ~" Mr. Thomas (as I will call him)
was the minister of the Church, but it was years since Mrs. White had
been able to attend, so she had never heard Mr. Thomas. Miss Young
went back into the house with her proposal, and Mrs. White assented,
though without eagerness. The two ladies set off, glad to feel themselves useful.
Mr. Thomas lived in quite a distant part of the town, and it was
nearly eight o'clock when Mrs. Macey and Miss Young reached the
house. They were shown into the drawing-room, and cordially greeted
by the minister's wife,' to whom they explained their errand. "Oh,
I am so sorry," said Mrs. Thomas, " my husband is out, and you have
come all this way." This was a blow, and the friends were disappointed.
" When is he likely to be in ~ " asked Mrs. Macey. "He can't possibly
be here till very late, I'm afraid," said Mrs. Thomas; "you see, he
has gone to the theatre." The two messengers were so taken aback
at this announcement that they had nothing to say; and so they
parted. Evidently Mr. Thomas felt some pangs of conscience when
his wife delivered the message, for about midnight he was seen knocking
at Mrs. White's door. But it was too late; the old woman had passed
away an hour before. Perhaps it was as well, for such a minister could
scarcely have brought a spirit of grace and supplication to that bedside.
The same week in which I heard this story from Miss Young (it
had happened years before), I was passing one day a large chapel
where there was a notice-board announcing a coming entertainment.
" Quartette of Klerics," said the bill; "A Concert given entirely by
Ministers." Then followed the names of the four ministers.
These instances of ministers trying to combine worldliness with a
show of religion are glaring enough to shock us all, I should think.
I suppose it is because a minister has been outwardly and formally
set apart for the service of God that it seems worse in him than in
others who profess to be Christians. To condemn such a one may
seem presumptuous, but we are told that false prophets are known by
their fruits, and it would be impossible to trust in the teaching of
a minister whose practice was so unlike his profession. Think of
Mr. Thomas and the four concert performers getting up in their pulpits
on the Sunday, praying and preaching and reading the Word of God.
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Surely they are like the men of whom Paul warned Timothy: "having
a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof."
But whilst we cannot but condemn such behaviour, let us be careful
lest in doing so we are like the Pharisee, who thanked God that he was
not as other men are. If we know anything about the plague of our
own heart, we know that if it was not for the grace of God withholding
us, there is no sin of which we might not be guilty. There is a verse
in Exodus where Jehovah, speaking of Aaron, refers to " the iniquity
of his holy things." Aaron was chosen to be the high priest, the type
of the coming Priest, our Saviour; yet even when he was appearing
before God, robed in priestly garments, and engaged in the most
solemn ceremonies, it seems that these holy things were defiled by
sin. And if in Aaron, how much more in us 1 I do not ask you now
to think of all the wrong things in your life; look at the good things,
your best deeds, and hold them up against the light of God's holiness.
Is it not true that" our best is stained and dyed with sin" 1 Think
of the prayers you pray, the hymns you sing, your gifts, your acts
of self-sacrifice. Can you say that in your holiest hours your heart
is pure toward God, and free from sin 1 A good man once said that
he thought it was impossible to say even the Lord's Prayer without
sin-sin of wandering thoughts, sin of self-satisfaction, sin of coldness,
sin of unbelief.
If all this is true, what a mercy it is that there is a fountain ever
open for sin and for uncleanness, where even the iniquity of our holy
things can be washed and cleansed; what a mercy that God has a
Righteous Servant Who has borne the iniquities of His people in His
own body on the tree, even the iniquity of their holy things. And
whilst we seek to guard against obvious inconsistencies between our
profession and our practice, let us ever beware of iniquity in our holy
DAMARIS.
things.
DWELLING NEAR A GOSPEL MINISTRY.
(From" The Free Presbyterian Young People's Magazine.")
" IF I were to choose a dwelling-house I would wish to be known as
Justus was-for he was' a man that worshipped God, whose house
joined hard to the synagogue.' I would hope to reverse the proverb,
and prove that the nearer the Church the nearer to God. Of course,
one's calling, health or circumstances, might compel another choice;
but I would ever give preference to a habitation near to a Gospel
ministry. If I were to choose a trade, I would select one which gave
me leisure for the service of the Lord Jesus. If I had the option
of my condition in life, I would rather have less earth and more
heaven than more earth and less heaven. It argues a poor state
when the mass of Christian professors estimate their position solely
and entirely by the money which it yields them."-(C. H. Spurgeon.)
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THE REFORMERS AND BIBLE STUDY.

By

THE LATE DR. WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM.

THE last chapter of the late Principal William Cunningham's work on
The Reformers and the Theology of the Reformation, is entitled, "The
Reformers and the Lessons from their History." In the early part
of the chapter, Dr. Cunningham treats of the natural ability of the
Reformers and their extensive learning, and secondly of their unwearied
activity and industry. In the third division of his subject he treats
of their study of the Word of God. We append his remarks on this
last point as being eminently suitable for our own times. He says :" The third and last lesson suggested by the history and conduct
of the Reformers is, the necessity and importance of giving' much
time and attention to the study of the Word of God. The Reformers
were all led by God, at an early period in their history, to give careful
attention to the study of the sacred Scriptures; and they were guided
by His Spirit to form correct views of the great leading principles
which are there unfolded.. They were led to continue ever after to
study them with care and diligence; and they persevered in applying
them to comfort their hearts amid all their trials and difficulties, and
to guide them in the regulation of their conduct. It is very evident,
from surveying the history and the writings of the Reformers, that
their strength and success-both as defenders of Divine truth and
maintainers of God's cause-and also as men engaged, amid many
difficulties in the practical business of the Church, and the world,
and in the administration of important affairs-arose very much
from their familiar and intimate acquaintance with the Word of Godthe whole Word of God. They were familiar with the meaning and
application of its statements, and they were deeply imbued with its
spirit. The Word of God dwelt in them richly, in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding, and thus became 'a light unto their feet,
and a 'lamp unto their path.' It is an interesting fact, and is one
proof and manifestation of their deep and careful study of the Word
of God, that many of the leading Reformers have left, amid their other
voluminous productions and abundant labours, commentaries upon
the whole, or a large portion of the sacred Scriptures. We have
eight or nine commentaries upon the whole, or large portions of, the
Old and New Testaments-the productions of as many of the most
eminent and laborious of the Reformers; and this fact of itself, proves
the large amount of thought and attention which they were accustomed
to devote to the study of them, and the great familiarity which they
had acquired with them. To write a commentary upon the Scriptures,
which should really possess any value or utility, implies that they
have been made the subject of much deep study and much careful
meditation, as well as fervent prayer for Divine direction. The

The Gospel Magazine

45

commentaries of the Reformers, upon the sacred Scriptures, are, of
course, possessed of different degrees of value and excellence-according
to the different gifts and qualifications of the men, and the time and
pains which they were able to bestow upon them; and here, as in
everything else connected with the exposition and application of the
whole truth of God, Calvin towers far above them all; yet, as a whole,
they fully vindicate what we have said of their talents, learning, and
general character; and fully prove that they were eminently qualified
for discerning and opening up the mind of God in His Word, and
that they devoted a large portion of time and attention to invei?tigating
the meaning of the sacred Scriptures-to forming clear and definite
conceptions of the import of their statements-and to bringing them
out for the instruction and improvement of others. There is reason
to fear, that, since the period of the Reformation, the careful study
of the Word of God itself has not usually received the share of time
and attention which its importance demands. There has always been,
and there still is, too much time and attention, comparatively, given
to the perUSal and study of other books connected with theological
subjects, and too little to the study of the inspired volume.
"We know, in general, but little of the Word of God as it ought to
be known-and we are very much disposed to remain in contented
ignorance of what God has written for our instruction. We are
dependent for all true knowledge of the Word of God upon the agency
of the Divine Spirit-but that Spirit we are but little concerned to
implore. We are dependent, also, for the attainment of this knowledge, upon our own personal study of the sacred Scriptures-upon
bringing all the powers of our minds to. bear upon the investigation
of their meaning-and of giving to this study no inconsiderable
portion of our time and attention. But we almost all continue to
be chiefly occupied with other pursuits, and with the perusal of other
books, while but a fraction of our time is given to the study of the
Bible; and this, too, often without much sense of the solemnity and
responsibility of the occupation, and without even our ordinary powers
of at.tention and application being brought into full and vigorous
exerClse.
" Now all this is, in the first place, a sin-because it is the neglect
-and violation of a plain and undoubted duty; and then it has a powerful
tendency to diminish the vigour and check the progress of the Divine
life in the soul, and to enfeeble and paralyse all efforts, in commending
with efficacy and success, Divine truth to others.
" The Lord was pleased to lead the Reformers to a careful study
of His Word, and to guide them to correct views of its leading principles. He qualified them largely for opening up and expounding
its statements to others-He led them to give much time and attention
to this occupation, and made their labours, in this department, orally
and by writing, the great means of their usefulness and success; and
we may be assured, that it will be, to a large extent, through our
capacity to open up and understand the whole mind of God, as

46

The Gospel Magazine

revealed in His Word-a capacity to be acquired only by fervent
prayer and by diligent and continued study of the inspired volume
itself-that we shall best grow in grace and in the power of Christian
-usefulness."

lL{ebitws aub jl,otices of 15ooks.
FOUR CENTURIES OF FREEDOM-AND Now-? By Dr. Basil Atkinson.
Pp. 20. Price 2d. (Church Association, 13-14, Buckingham
Street, London, W.C.2.)
This is an excellent pamphlet. It briefly sets forth the need of
the Reformation, the several stages by which it was brought about,
and the spiritual and temporal benefits which followed in its train.
It exposes the havoc being wrought now in the professing Church by
Rationalism, Evolution, and the Oxford Movement. It shows what
immense changes for the worse have affected the services of the Church
of England by the extreme practices now prevalent, as well as by
the introduction of surpliced choirs, brass crosses, and "dreary
intoning," and it warns against the danger of attending Churches
where the ministry is other than soundly Protestant and Evangelical.
It would be an excellent thing if well-to-readers would supply
Evangelical ministers with copies of this pamphlet for distribution
in their parishes, or to the members of their congregations.
WE have received the SIXTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GOSPEL
BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY. Mr. R. K Brider, who
carries on this important work, has suffered much weakness throughout the year. Yet the Lord has enabled him to send out 960 parcels
of Christian literature to our men. The Report shows how much
this literature is valued.
Mr. Brider is grateful for the parcels of Bibles, Testaments, books,
and tracts which have been sent to him by many friends, as well as
the gifts of money to cover the heavy cost of expenses. For his own
support he depends on the Lord to supply his needs by means of the
kindness of friends. Continued help in this way will always be gratefully welcome. All parcels and boxes of books should be sent carriage
paid. These, together with subscriptions for expenses and any other
contributions, should be addressed to Mr. R. K Brider, 21, Firfield
Street, Totterdown, Bristol 4.

-----

We have received the bound volume of GOSPEL ECHOES for the
year 1937. There are many echoes of the Coronation in this volume
of one hundred pages. It is profusely illustrated and includes five
pictures relating to royalty. The cost of this attractive volume is
one shilling, and it may be had from Mr. Clement Wileman, 26, Ivy
Lane, London, KC. 4.

