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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTBIANS i. 4.

GOODNESS LAID UP.
" Oh how great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for them
that fear Thee,. which Thou has wrought for them that trust
in Thee before the sons of men! "-PSALM xxxi. 19.

l

HERE is a blessed declaration to cheer the members of the LORD'S
family as they go forth into a new year. They are no less needy
now than they have been in all the past years of their lives. Looking back upon the past they can " abundantly utter the memory"
of the LORD'S great goodness to them (Ps. cxlv. 7). But they
are still poor and needy, and hence they still need His goodness,
and here they are assured of great goodness Divinely laid up for
them that fear the LORD, and that trust in His name.
It was a great comfort to David to have this assurance, and
we too may derive comfort from the same assurance. David
takes care to limit this assurance to those who fear the LORD,
and who rely upon Him. These are the company of people whom
GOD in His mercy has called out from the world. The words
" them that fear Thee" do not describe the majority. Of them
it is sadly true that" there is no fear of GOD before their eyes."
We are living in days when there is a sad lack of reverence for
GOD, reverence for His Word, and reverence for His holy day.
Only this very day we were told by a shopkeeper's wife that they
attended no place of worship on the LORD'S day, and the reason
assigned was, they had no time. They have time for business
and for domestic pursuits, time to think about temporal matters,
but no time to hear GOD'S Word, no time for the worship of GOD,
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no time to hear that Gospel which tells them how they can be
saved from the wrath to come. The moral state of large numbers
is indicated 'by women smoking cigarettes, dressing immodestly,
and disfiguring their faces with paint. It is indicated by gambling,
Sabbath desecration, the love of pleasure, and an utter indifference
to GOD and His Word. It is indicated by abounding error in
the Churches and worldliness among professing Christians. It is
indicated by an increasing failure to be guided by the doctrinal
and preceptive teaching of the Word of GOD.
The LORD'S true people, however, have had imparted to them
new hearts. GOD has put His fear into them. He has made
them to tremble before GOD because of their sins, and He has
reconciled them to Himself by the blood of His SON. They have
renounced all trust in their own merits, and they trust only in
the blood and righteousness of their Divine Surety. These,
though few in number, are walking in the narrow way that leads
to eternal blessedness, and for them we are told that GOD has
laid up great goodness. They are a poor people, but they can say,
" Thou, 0 GOD, hast prepared of Thy goodness for the poor" (Ps.
lxviii. 10). If we are amongst His people then we can go forth
into the new year assured that great goodness is laid up for us.
1. This goodness is great in quality.
It meets our. deepest needs. What do we need as sinners ~
Surely we need redemption from sin's merited penalty. This
goodness GOD laid up for His people in the everlasting Covenant.
Eternal life was promised and arranged for before the world began.
The outcome of that purpose was the incarnation of GOD'S eternal
SON, Who was delivered to death in the stead of His people by
the determinate counsel and forek,nowledge of GOD. The redemption of an innumerable multitude of the fallen children of Adam
was laid up in the mind and purpose of the triune GOD before
the stars began to shine.
The effectual call and regeneration of His people was also the
outcome of the Divine purpose, and therefore was laid up, so to
speak, in the Divine Mind. But the called and justified need
to be continually kept, controlled, guided, and upheld, and this
great and constant blessing is assured to GOD'S people. They
are kept by the power: of GOD through faith unto salvation. They
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are assured that they shall never perish. Hence they shall all
eventually be presented faultless before the presence of His glory.
Truly we may say that His goodness is great in quality. Redemption, effectual calling and regeneration, justification, final preservation, and eternal glorification are surely wonderful and precious
manifestations of the goodness of our GOD.
2. His goodness is also great in quantity.
He Himselfis "abundant in goodness and truth" (Exod. xxxiv. 6).
There is no limit to His goodness. He is abundant in His pardoning
goodness. "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He
will have mercy upon him; and to our GOD, for He will ahundantly
pardon" (Isa. Iv. 7).
Is not this goodness 1 Is it not immensely comforting to the
awakened sinner to be assured that" the blood of JESUS CHRIST
His SON cleanseth us (believers in Him) from all sin" (1 John i. 7).
When GOD'S erring people are assured that He has abundantly
pardoned them they are able to say, "He hath not dealt with us
after our sins, nor rewarded us according to -our iniquities. For
as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward
them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far
hath He removed our transgressions from us" (Ps. ciii. 10-12).
He is abundant in His upholding, sustaining, and enabling goodness. He is "able to make all grace abound toward us; that
we, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8). Note" all grace," "always,"
"all sufficiency," "in all things." Truly His goodness is
inexhaustible. There is always more to follow.
He is abundant in His goodness in regard to temporal things.
"No good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"
(Ps. lxxxiv. 11). It may not be good for you to have a large
salary or a large balance in the bank, but "no good thing will
He withhold." "They that seek the LORD shall not want any
good thing." "0 taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed
is the man that trusteth in Him" (Ps. xxxiv. 8, 10). " He satisfieth
the longing soul and filleth the hungry soul with goodness"
(Ps. cvii. 9).
He is abundant in His goodness in regard to all spiritual blessings.
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He " hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in CHRIST" (Eph. i. 3). He hath showed "abundant mercy"
towards us (1 Peter i. 3).
There can be no doubt that His goodness is great in quantity.
It flows from the great GOD to great sinners, and bestows upon
them great and eternal blessings.
3. Thirdly, we may say that His goodness is great in reserve.
The goodness which He bestows on His people is "laid up."
It is stored up, so to speak, in the Bank of Heaven. It is deposited
there to be constantly dispensed to them that fear the LORD and
that think upon His name. We read that Joseph "laid up the
food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about
every city, laid he up in the same." He" gathered corn as the
sand of the sea." Then when famine came he "opened all the
storehouses" and supplied the needs of the famished multitudes.
There was an abundant supply for the needs of the people, because
food was laid up for their benefit. So GOD'S goodness ann all
its manifestations are laid up for His people and He is continually
dispensing His mercies to the objects of His grace.
All spiritual and saving mercies were laid up in His purpose.
Hence His people are saved and called with an holy calling, not
according to their works, but according to His Own Purpose and
grace given to them in CHRIST JESUS before the world began (see
2 Tim. i. 9). These blessings are laid up in CHRIST, and only
those in union with CHRIST experience them. They are laid
up in heaven.
The Apostle Paul said, "There is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the LORD, the righteous Judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 8).
Peter speaks of "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are
kept by the power of GOD through faith unto salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 4, 5).
John Newton speaks of CHRIST as "my never-failing Treasury,
filled with boundless stores of grace." CHRIST is full of grace,
and of His fulness have all His people received. Moreover, all
temporal goodness is laid up for GOD'S people. " No good thing
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will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." It follows
that there is an inexhaustible supply of Divine goodness laid
up for His people.
4. Fourthly, His goodness is great in its manifestation.
The Psalmist says, "How great is Thy goodness which Thou
hast wrought for them that trust in Thee." He works out goodness
for His people. He exercises His almighty power to bestow His
goodness upon them. He did so when He quenched the violence
of fire and stopped the mouths of lions so that some of His people
might be saved from an awful death. He did so when He divided
the sea, so that His people could pass over on dry land. He did
so when He divided the waters of Jordan, so that His people could
comfortably enter the promised land. He did so when He fed
His people with manna and quenched their thirst with water
from the rock.
He is the same GOD in the year 1939. There is no limit to His
power to dispense all needed goodness to His people. All things
are under His control. "He that spared not His Own SON, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things 1" (Rom. viii. 32.)
5. Lastly, His goodness is great in duration.
It goes on for ever. "Ve can say to our enemy, "Why boastest
thou thyself in mischief, 0 mighty man 1 The goodness of GOD
endureth continually" (Ps. lii. 1). He is the eternal GOD, and
goodness is one of His attributes. "The LORD is good." That
was true in the past; it is true in the present, and it will be true
in all the eternal future. " Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life" (Ps. xxiii. 6).
Seeing then that the LORD'S goodness is great in quality, great
in quantity, great in reserve, great in manifestation, and great
in duration, what reason we have to praise Him for His goodness!
"He satisfieth the longing soul and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness." Wen might the Psalmist say, "Oh, that men would
praise the LORD for His goodness, and for His wonderful works
to the children of men" (Ps. cvii. 8, 9).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).
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A NEW YEAR'S REMINDER.
" Thou shalt well remember what the Lord thy God did unto Pharaoh,
and unto all Egypt,. the great temptat1'ons which thine eyes saw,
and the signs, and the wonders, and the mtghty hand, and the
stretched out arm, whereby the Lord thy God brought thee out:
so shall the Lord thy God do unto all the people of Whom thou
art afraid."-DEUTERONOMY vii. 18, 19.
A NEW chapter in the history of our godly readers is about to
open. With the close of the old year the end of another chapter
in their lives closes, and with the opening of the new year another
series of experiences is about to be passed through. They need,
therefore, to well remember the mercies of the past so as to stimulate
thanksgiving and confidence as they move forward into another
year.

" His love in times past
Forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last
In trouble to sink:
Each sweet Ebenezer
I have in review,
Confirms His good pleasure
To help me quite through."

This was the thought in the mind of Moses when he spake the
words at the head of this article to the people of Israel. The
forty years' experience in the wilderness were nearly at an end.
They were on the borders of the land of promise. Soon they
were to enter and take possession. But they would be faced with
seven nations greater and mightier than themselves. Fear might
therefore take possession of their hearts. But Moses said, "Thou
shalt not be afraid of them." Rather they were to remember
what God did unto Pharaoh and unto all Egypt. They were to
remember" the' signs and the wonders, and the mighty hand,
and the stretched out arm whereby the Lord their God brought
them out." He Who wrought so wondrously for them then was
still the same promise-keeping and omnipotent God. The Lord
had brought them out of Egypt, that He might bring them in,
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to give them the land which He sware unto their fathers. The
same omnipotent hand which delivered them from Egyptian
bondage could overthrow their enemies in Canaan, and plant
them in the land flowing with milk and honey. As He brought
them out, "so shall the Lord thy God do unto all the people of
whom thou art afraid." "Thou shalt not be affrighted at them:
for the Lord thy God is among you, a mighty God and terrible"
(Deut. vii. 21).
Thus the memory of the past was intended to stimulate confidence with regard to the future.
1. Let us now consider WHAT they were TO REMEMBER.
They were to go back in thought to the time when they were
in bondage in Egypt. Their lives were made bitter by hard
bondage. They "sighed by reason. of the bondage, and they
cried, and their cry came up unto God." He" heard their groaning," and He remembered His Covenant. Accordingly He came
down "to deliver them and bring them up out of that land unto
a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey"
(Exod. ii. 23, 24; ill. 8). He sent Moses to be their leader, and
at last deliverance came. The blood of the passover lamb was
slain, and was sprinkled on their door posts. Then the Lord
passed through the land of Egypt, and when He saw the blood
He passed over them, but He smote all the firstborn of the
Egyptians, so that "there was not a house where there was not
one dead." Then Pharaoh let them go, and though he afterwards pursued them with horses and chariots, the Lord blew
upon them with His wind, the sea covered them, and they sank
as lead in the mighty waters.
Following upon that marvellous display of Divine power they
were to remember all the way which the Lord their God led them
for forty years in the wilderness, how He fed them with manna
from heaven and with water from the rock. They were never
to forget His past mercies, and as they remembered them they
would be encouraged to go forth into the future with courage
and confidence.
The same God is our God. We, too, need to remember all
His past mercies. We .need to remember His redeeming and
regenerating and saving mercies. We need to remember His
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guiding hand in our wilderness journey, and His protecting care,
and His providing mercies. "Wherefore remember, that ye
.being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircurncision
by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by
hands; that at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants
of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: but
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far" off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ. . .. Now therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God" (Eph. ii. 11-13, 19).
Remember, also, that you owe this mighty change to the richness of God's mercy, the greatness of His love, and to the abundance
of His grace. Will He, then, Who has redeemed you by the
blood of His Son, quickened you by His Spirit, and adopted you
into His family, will He now abandon you? Hath He not said,
"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"? vYherefore, away
with those morbid fears which have taken possession of thy mind,
cast out thy morbid imaginings and, remembering the past puttings
forth of God's power on thy behalf, encourage thyself in the
Lord thy God.
2. Secondly, consider WHEN they were TO REM:E1\ffiER.
They were to "remember the day when they came forth out
of Egypt all the days of their lives." They were never to forget
the mighty hand and the stretched out arm whereby the Lord
their God had delivered them. To this end they were to keep the
Ilassover every year (see Dent. xvi. 1-3). They were to observe
this thing for an ordinance for ever (see Exod. xii. 24-27).
The Lord's people to-day need to remember every day of their
lives the redeeming love of their Lord and Master. All their
daily approaches to the throne of grace must be by the redeeming
blood of Jesus. Hence the great work of redemption is to be had
in daily remembrance, and to emphasize this the Lord instituted
"the Lord's Supper," and said to all His people, "This do in
remembrance of Me . .. For as often as ye eat this bread, and
drink this cup, ye do show forth the Lord's death till He come"
(1 Cor. xi. 24-26).
"Till He come," then, His people are to remember Him Who
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loved them and washed them from their sins in His Own blood.
And in heavenly blessedness they will never tire of saying, "Thou
art worthy ... for Thou was slain, and hast redeemed us to God
by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation" (Rev. v. 9).
3. Thirdly, consider HOW they were TO REMEMBER.
Moses said, "~hou shalt well remember what the Lord did."
The night of their deliverance was " a night to be much observed
unto the Lord for bringing them out from the land of Egypt:
this is that night of the Lord to be observed of all the children
of Israel in their generations" (Exod. xii. 42). It was a night
to be much observed. It was to be "observed of all the children
of Israel." All the redeemed people of God, high and low, rich
and poor, old and young, were ever to keep in memory all that
the Lord did for them. They were to remember His mercies,
clearly, fully, and distinctly. They were so to call to mind every
detail of His goodness that they would well remember all the
manifestations of His faithfulness, His power, His goodness, and
His mercy.
If that were so in regard to a temporal redemption, how much
more should the redeemed of the Lord well remember their
deliverance from all the penalty of their manifold sins, and the
sure and certain blessedness which will be their future experience
through the blood and righteousness of Him Who loved them
and gave Himself for them. Thou shalt well remember· His everlasting love, His redeeming grace, His regenerating and keeping
power, His guiding hand, His protecting care, and all His wonderful
providential dealings. Thou shalt abundantly utter the memory
of His great goodness, and sing of His righteousness. Remember
"the years of the right hand of the Most High." Remember
"the works of the Lord." Remember His "wonders of old."
Remember that God is your Rock, and the High God your
Redeemer (see Ps. lxxvii. 10, 11; lxxviii. 35).
Remember all His mercies during the past year-national
mercies and individual mercies. Beware lest it can be truly
said of you, " They remembered not His hand, nor the day when
He delivered them from the enemy" (Ps. lxxviii. 42). "They
remembered not the multitude of Thy mercies" (Ps. cvi. 7).
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How pathetic and solemn it is that God should have to say
to His people, "Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her
.attire ~ Yet My people have forgotten Me days without number"
(Jer. ii. 32).
4. Lastly, consider WHY they were TO REMEMBER.
One reason was to stimulate their confidence and courage.
The fresh dangers which confronted them were apt to inspire
fear, but if they well remembered what the Lord did for them
in the past they would say, "The Lord hath been mindful of us:
He will bless us" (Ps. cxv. 12). If we look back on the past
we shall remember that God " spared not His Own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all." This will stimulate us to say, in regard to
the future, "How shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things ~" What more can we want or need ~ "All things"
freely given will surely cover all our needs.
Another reason why we should well remember what the Lord
has done for us is that we may give to Him the honour which is
due unto His name. " When thou hast eaten and art full, then
thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which He
hath given thee." You got not the land in possession by your
own sword, neither did your own arm save you. All your mercies
are due to the Lord's unmerited grace and favour. They are due,
not to your righteousness, nor to your power. Beware therefore
lest thou say in thine heart, "My power and the might of mine
hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember the
Lord thy God: for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth"
(Deut. viii. 10, 17, 18). To Him, then,render thanks and praise.
"0 give thanks unto the Lord; call upon His name: make
known His deeds among the people . .. Glory ye in His holy
name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord. Seek
the Lord, and His strength: seek His face evermore. REMEMBER
His marvellous works that He hath done,. His wonders, and the
judgments of His mouth,. 0 ye seed of Abraham His servant"
(Ps. cv. 1-6).
THE EDITOR.

" THE dealings of God with His people, though similar in the general,
are nevertheless so various that there is no chalking out the paths
or-one child of God by those of another."-(Hart.)
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,. and His greatness is
unsearchable. One generation shall praise Thy works to another,
and shall declare Thy mighty acts. I will speak of the glorious
honour of Thy majesty, and of Thy wondrous works. And men
shall speak of the might of Thy terrible acts,. and I will declare
Thy greatness. They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy
great goodness, and shall sing of Thy righteousness."-PSALM
cxlv. 3-7.

THE greatness and the stability of the Lord's works, and the immutability of His love, and the unchangeableness of His faithfulness are
all declared in these verses. As generations succeed each other, they
are called upon in tl).eir day to declare the faithfulness of their
Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping God. He is their God,
and" greatly to be praised," and told forth in all His" mighty acts."
Numerous are the examples set down upon the pages of Holy Writ,
where His saints are occupied in testifying of His abiding faithfulness,
and setting up their pillars of remembrance thereof. Let us glance
briefly at a few instances, and may the Holy Spirit encourage us to
call to mind likewise our pillars of remembrance and our stones of
help, and thus, " our glad Ebenezers set up and own Thou hast helped
us till now." May faith be strengthened, and love to our Adorable
God and Guardian be increased, and our hearts encouraged, as we
seek to testify of past lovingkindnesses, marvellous deliverances,
wondrous interpositions and tender merciful dealings by the God
of all our pilgrim days.
.. Nor wilt Thou abandon at last, a sinner so signally loved."

We think of Jacob and his pillars. Jacob, who and what was he
in his life and character ~ A supplanter, a· deceiver, fugitive, and
designated in representing his posterity-" Thou worm, Jacob."
And yet he has left on record by constraining, upholding, and preserving
grace, his testimony to the everlasting and unchangeable mercy of
his God-" And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the
stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and
poured oil upon the top of it. And he called the name of that place
Bethel" (Gen. xxviii. 18, 19). And oft, doubtless, in after years
and pilgrimage experience, Jacob would love to think of the goodness
and faithfulness of his God, and would be encouraged to believe that
in His unchangeable character, as He had been in the past so He
would be with him even unto the end, as indeed and in marvellous
demonstration He was. And every son and daughter of the Lord
God Almighty has his or her Beersheba, Bethel, Galeed, and Peniel
memorials in one way or another of the faithful dealings of our Covenant
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God. Those pillars were reared thus as an indication of the preserving
and signal mercies of the patriarch's God. It was a testimony of
past faithfulness and pledge of future deliverances. It was an
acknowledgement of His being" a very present help in time of trouble,"
and an encouraged hope in the unchangeable mercy of Him " Who
had helped him hitherto," and therefore was pledged in the immutability and unchangeableness of His will and character to " help him
all his journey through."
We cannot overlook, too, the" heap of stones" which memorialized
such a signal mercy in Joshua's day (Joshua iv. 8, 9), of which the
Holy Recorder has declared, " And these stones shall be for a memorial
unto the children of Israel for ever." We think, too, of Samuel's
Ebenezer set up in the day of deliverance for Israel against the
Philistines, and the grateful and encouraging record that" Hitherto
the Lord hath helped us" (1 Sam. vii. 12). And, as some writer
has given it, " Hitherto" to God's children is pledge for all the journey
through. Thus through all the ages, God's" strangers and pilgrims"
in this desert land, whilst journeying to" a city which hath foundations,
Whose Builder and Maker is God," have had their stones of help,
their memorials of a prayer-hearing, prayer-answering, and delivering
God-" He abideth faithful."
And have not you and I had cause, dear fellow-believer, through
the 365 days of the past year to bless and praise our great and good
Deliverer? Has not the language of our Psalm been put into our
lips, and the desire raised in our hearts with adoring gratitude?
" Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy name for eYer
and ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and His
greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall praise Thy works
to another, and shall declare Thy mighty acts. I will speak of the
glorious honour of Thy Majesty, and of Thy wondrous works." The
language may well befit our grace-constrained lips under the marvellous
interposition and staying hand of our Most Merciful God when our
country seemed ripe for judgment and the scourge of war so calamitously
near. It was nothing short of a miracle of mercy! Are our hearts
constrained to " abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness
9-nd sing of His righteousness" ?
And now, looking back upon that acute time of crisis, that shore
of trouble left for a time behind, oh, let us ask for sanctified memories
that His wonders in the deep, His marvellous mercies in delivering,
be not forgotten, but recorded, memorialized, and from full hearts
acknowledged. "The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and of great mercy" (verse 8). May the Lord in His
mercy ever keep us from ungrateful hearts, and keep alive in us the
spirit of praise, whereby we glorify Him, the all-worthy One. In
the day of our trouble we are led to call upon Him. In the day of
our deliverance we should be likewise constrained to praise Him.
The affliction has put energy into our prayers. Words are supplied
us from the Holy Scriptures of Truth. We pour out our hearts unto
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Him, the alone" dear Refuge of His weary saints," and we find sweet
relief in prayer. We thus cast our burden upon the Lord, and
presently are enabled to look back to that place, that deep place of
our need and necessity and which He made so memorable by a great
and miraculous deliverance.
Thus trouble and triumph work together for good in His people,
and call upon them to pray and praise, to seek the Lord and to acknowledge His having heard them in the day of their affliction. "I sought
the Lord and He heard me and delivered me from all my fears," said
David (Ps. xxxiv. 4). The same language befits everyone of the
family of grace. We none of us like trouble; we all of us "fear
as we enter the cloud," but did we but understand aright, trouble
is a chief messenger from our Covenant and faithful God whereby
He draws us, brings us nearer, to Himself; recalls the backslider;
reclaims the wanderer; shows us what it is to be "in want" and
"in a far country," by our own sinful acts. Then in His sovereign
grace and mercy, and in His purposes of love, He returns in favour;
telis us how "for a small moment I have forsaken thee, but with
great mercies will I gather thee." He turns the trial into triumph
of faith and stirs us up again to the spirit of humble gratitude and
praise, and to desire more than ever to testify of His goodness and
mercy in the land of the living.
Oh! children of God, seek more and more for "the garment of
praise"; desire grace-constrained lips to be ever acknowledging
the faithfulness of your God in your countless deliverances. Seek
to testify of Him in every step of your pilgrimage how He has watched
over you, preserved you, delivered you, supported, comforted, borne
with your manners, and forgiven your manifold transgressions and
sins and always been better to you than your fears. The more you
are thus occupied, the happier you will be, and your God will be glorified.
Therefore, I repeat, set up your stones of help; memorialize some
of your mercies (which are indeed" countless as the sands "); raise
you" high heaps," and seek to glorify Him by " abundantly uttering
the memory of His great goodness, and sing of His righteousness.
Just as of old God's Covenant people were entrusted to have the
evidences of His faithfulness set before them and their children after
them, and to be ready with an answer to the question, " What mean
ye by this service ~" (Exod. xii. 26), and just as the stones of
memorial in Joshua's days were carried over Jordan to memorialize
the Guardian care of Jehovah (Joshua iv. 3-9), and" are there unto
this day," so, brethren, we too have our proofs and evidences of the
help, care, and deliverance of our faithful God, Who from everlasting
and till time shall be no longer, has pledged Himself never to leave
nor forsake us. Then shall we not take up the language of the immortal
Watts, and sing,
.. Begin, my tongue, some heavenly theme,
And speak some boundless thing;
The mighty works, or mightier Name
Of our Eternal King.
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.. Tell of His wondrous faithfulness,
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And our performing God."

I

Thus will you be enabled to go forth in humble trustfulness into
the yet untrodden, unproved steps of another year; and as you have
proved Him the Faithful and True in the past, so will He be unto
you every step of your journey to your eternal home. Then through
the countless ages of eternity you will never weary of praising your
Shepherd King, Who led you on "so safely" and, brought you to
His abiding presence at last!

R.

NEW YEAR'S DAY.
ONCE more the constant sun,
Revolving round his sphere,
His steady course has run,
And brings another year.
He rises, sets,
But goes not back,
Nor ever quits
His destin'd track.
Hence let believers learn
To keep a forward pace:
Be this our main concern,
To finish well our race.
Backsliding shun;
With patience press
Towards the sun
Of righteousness.
What now shall be our task ~
Or rather, what our prayer ~
What good thing shall we ask
To prosper this new year ~
With one accord
Our hearts we'll lift,
And ask our Lord
Some new year's gift.
No trifling gift or small
Should friends of Christ desire:
Rich Lord, bestow on all
Pure gold, well tried by fire ;
Faith that stands fast
When devils roar,
And love that lasts
For evermore.
(Hart's Hymns.)

}

I\
I
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SermOUf3 anll N otrf3 of SrrmOUf3.
CORNELIUS.

Part First.
A MERCHANTMAN SEEKING GOODLY PEARLS.
(ACTS x.)
A

SERMON BY THE LATE TIR. ADOLPH SAPHIR.
SUDDEN AND GRADUAL.

As a flash of lightning, which, in the darkness of night, reveals for
a moment to the affrighted wanderer the desolate and perilous region
in which he has lost himself, so did the Spirit of God in that midnight
hour reveal to the jailer his sin and danger, and he exclaimed, " What
shall I do to be saved ~" And as, sometimes, after cold and stormy
winter, spring, bringing life and joy, bursts suddenly forth, so did
the glorious message, the Gospel of the Lamb of God slain for sin,
which Philip brought unto the Ethiopian, suddenly commence in
his soul a new era of peace and gladness. To us it appears sudden,
and in one aspect it is; but God prepares all things not merely for
years but from eternity. Even before the children whom He has
chosen return to Him, and know and love Him, while they are still
in Egypt, the house of bondage, or in the far country, joined to the
citizen, who is a cruel and selfish master, or wandering in the wilderness
in a solitary way, hungry and thirsty, their soul fainting in themthe Father watches over them and guides them; "It is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps." Let him whose conversion was
sudden, reflect and think of the ways that God has led him, and
remember all the gracious providences, deliverances, and influences,
direct and indirect, of which he was the subject; and he will acknowledge that, though his turning to God was sudden, God's turning
to him was not sudden, but prepared of old, even from everlasting.
"Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee."
But it is right to notice God's various ways and methods that we
may adore His manifold wisdom and goodness; and Scripture contains
so many records of conversions, differing widely from each other,
that encouragement and direction may thus be given to every sincere
and anxious seeker of the truth. And therefore, while we read of
some who were suddenly enlightened and brought to faith in God,
while some, as the woman of Samaria, are found by Jesus, Whom
they did not seek or expect to meet, we read of others who, for a
long time, were seeking God's light and striving to obtain peace and
consolation, and who had to wait patiently till at length God inclined
unto them and heard their cry. Some, when roused from the sleep
of ignorance and godlessness, open their eyes upon a bright and
smiling day, while others leave the City of Destruction before the
2
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sun has risen: "My soul waiteth for the Lord, more than they that
watch for the morning." Thus was it with Cornelius. For a long
time he asked, he sought, he knocked, and it was fulfilled unto him
what is promised, "Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the
Lord: His going forth is prepared as the morning; and He shall
come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth."

A

WHOLE CHAPTER ABOUT ONE MAN.

" When I consider the heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon
and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that Thou
art mindful of him ~ and the son of man, that thou visitest him ~ "
And yet what are all God's works, great and glorious and wonderful
as they are, when compared with the soul, which He has given unto
man to know, adore, and love Him-when compared even with the
feeblest and most imperfect manifestations of that life of knowledge
and affection as we notice them in the helpless infant ~ Therefore
out of the mouth of babes and sucklings has He ordained strength
and praise to Himself, and revealed the glory of His kingdom, which
is spiritual and eternal. And yet what were the glory of man, sinful
and captive, but for Him Who is called the Son of Man, the Lord of
hosts, Immanuel, Who was obedient unto death, and is now, as our
Saviour and Representative, crowned with glory and honour, appointed
heir of all things, and unto Whom is put in subjection the world to
come, even that new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness ~ (compare
Ps. viii and Heb. ii.) What is man when compared with the angels
-and archangels who surround God's throne? Man is but of yesterday,
while theirs is- the wisdom of centuries; they are strong, and pure,
and holy, while man is frail, and sinful, and guilty. Yet even the
greatest of the angels of God, that strong and mighty prince who
contended with Satan about the body of Moses, and who shall stand
up for the children of Israel in the latter days (Dan. xii), is called
Michael, " Who is like unto God ~ "-revealing thus an infinite distance
between himself and the Lord J ehovah! Yet did the Son of God,
unto Whom none is like, take upon Him, not the nature of angels,
but the seed of Abraham. Oh, what is man ~-we ask with a feeling
of holy awe and reverence-that the Son of God should become the
Son of Man!
You cannot think too much of the infinite distance which is between
you, the creature, and God, the Creator-between you, the sinner,
and God, the holy, righteous Father. Yet you can never wonder,
and adore, and rejoice sufficiently, when you behold the Man, the
Man Christ Jesus, once crowned with a crown of thorns, and now
on the right hand of the Majesty on high!
And it is in Him that God loved His people, and as the Father
hath loved Him, so hath He loved us. How unspeakably precious
is every ransomed soul to Christ! A whole chapter devoted to
the history of one man ! Yes, He knows His sheep, He knows
His people by name; and to the history of one saved soul God devotes
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not merely a page in His book, but in His heart; and Christ bears
everyone of His people on His priestly breastplate, interceding for
him within the Holy of Holies.
- But not merely as the history of a soul sought and found is this
tenth chapter of Acts to be regarded, but as the history of
THE ABRAHAM OF THE GENTILES.

What Abraham is to Israel, Cornelius is to the Gentiles. H~ was
the first Gentile who was publicly admitted by the apostle into the
visible Church of Christ; with him commences a new era in the
Divine kingdom upon earth; from him we may date" the times
of the Gentiles." Now the word of Jesus began to be fulfilled:
" And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also
I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one
fold, and one shepherd." Cornelius was not merely the representative
and earnest of a great multitude which no man can number, who,
besides the chosen number of Israelites, are to be gathered out of
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, but his conversion,
and the outpouring of the Spirit upon him and all who, with him,
heard the word preached by Peter, were the events which formed a
turning-point in the views and efforts of the apostles. It was the
dawn of a day of light and joy for the Gentiles. As God chose, called,
and separated Abraham to be the father of Israel according to the
flesh, so was Cornelius chosen to be the beginning of the Gentile
Church; and it is for this reason that his conversion possesses a worldhistorical character.
PREJUDICES AGAINST AND PREPOSSESSIONS IN FAVOUR OF CENTURIONS.

It was in the large city of Cresarea, on the Mediterranean, the capital
of the province of Syria, which embraced likewise Judrea, a city which
Herod had beautified, and on which he had conferred a new name
in honour of the emperor, that Cornelius lived as centurion of an
Italian band. The fact noticed by Paul in his Epistle to the
Corinthians that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble are called, was not confined to any particular age
or country; and this general circumstance may at first sight incline
us to think that Cornelius (no name was more honourable at Rome
than that of the Cornelian house) was a man not likely to be reached
by the influence of the despised followers of Jesus. His calling, too,
was one which many designate, with peculiar emphasis, " worldly " a calling in which, doubtless, there are many strong temptations,
and in which it is difficult to remember the vanity of all earthly glory
and strength, and to seek the hidden kingdom into which none can
enter who is not like unto a little child. And if these temptations
and difficulties exist in the military profession in our day and country,
there can be little doubt but they were much greater and stronger
in the days of proud and godless Rome. However, whatever temptations and difficulties our different callings and occupations may bring
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with them, as they form no insuperable barrier to God's powerful
and gracious influence, so they afford no ground of excuse for our
indolence and negligence, for our sins and transgressions. In a
calling which is in itself sinful we dare not abide; but, believing
firmly that when God is against us, it is impossible that any real
good should attend us, we ought to pray to God to give us strength
and to open up ways that we may leave it forthwith; and in a calling
which is lawful it were sin and murmuring against God to maintain
that in it we cannot serve God and lead a holy life. God has His
children and obedient followers among rich and poor-men who live
in the glare of celebrity, and men who live in the shadow of obscurity;
busy merchants and scholarly recluses; courtiers in the gay metropolis,
and peasants on the quiet farm.
But, while there are prejudices against, there are prepossessions
in favour of centurions; for do we not read of a centurion in Capernaum
who asked Christ to heal his servant? What a noble, beautiful
character was his! He had built the Jews a synagogue, and loved
their nation-this was enthusiasm and generosity; he loved his
servant and was intensely interested in his welfare-this is true
greatness and benevolence. What humility that he thought himself
not worthy that Jesus should enter his roof! What true knowledge
of his sin and Christ's purity! What gigantic faith that he recognized
Christ as· the King of an invisible kingdom, in which messengers and
influences obey the word of their Divine Commander as promptly
and surely as soldiers yield obedience to their leader! Friend, are
you not astonished at his faith? Jesus marvelled, and exclaimed,
"Verily, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel."
We read of another ruler, also at Capernaum, who obtained the
Lord's help and healing for his sick child; and of a third, who witnessed
Christ's sufferings on the cross, and glorified God, saying, " Certainly
this was a righteous man! "
And ever since there have been many gallant soldiers, brave and
fearless warriors, who fought also the good fight of faith, and served
the King of Kings, and in this higher warfare strove manfully, and
overcame, and obtained the crown of righteousness, and have entered
into the city of peace. Cornelius, like the centurion mentioned in
Matthew viii, had come to a knowledge that the gods of the nations
were dumb and dead idols, who could not give light, peace, and life
to his heart; and he worshipped the God of Israel. The knowledge
of God's revelation had reached many Gentiles; especially during
the Greek monarchy, many Jews settled in distant countries; and,
in the providence of God, the Old Testament Scriptures had been translated into Greek two centuries before the advent of our Saviour.
Thus it is likely that Cornelius came to the knowledge of God-the
Word of God is usually the instrument used to enlighten and instruct
men. He was devout--that is, he not merely knew that there was a
God, a constant witness of his thoughts and feelings, of his words
and acts, but he strove to realize this fact, and to live as before the
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Lord, his heavenly King and Master. It seems that, though his
knowledge was defective and his privileges scanty, and his opportunities
limited, he made use of the little which was entrusted to him. If
we know only the simplest and most elementary truths, such as:
God is good and righteous-God is everywhere-I ought to please
Him-He wants me to love Him, and to love my neighbours, to be
pure in thought, word, and deed-if we used these simple truths,
trying to remember them and to live them, would not the Lord reveal
more to us ~ nay, would He not instruct us in His mysteries, as it
is written, "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him."
He feared God, with all his house; he felt that, as a parent, as a
master, he was intrusted with the welfare, temporal and spiritual,
of his household; that, as he was responsible for his band to Clesar,
so and much more was he responsible for his children and servants
to God; and therefore, like Joshua, he resolved that as for him and
his house they would serve the Lord. It appears from a subsequent
statement in the chapter that he spoke to his household servants
and attendant soldiers as a friend, a fellow pilgrim to an eternal
world, remembering that they had a common Master in heaven.
And this fear of God, as it was in his heart, as it manifested itself
in the instruction and example he gave to his family, so it led him
also to works of charity and kindness. He gave much alms, liberally,
as one who owed much and loved much, as one who remembers that
he is a steward in God's house; he gave much alms to the peoplethat is, Israel-as if he felt that it was a little thing to minister unto
them in temporal things, when through them he had received the
invaluable treasure of God's word.
But the depth of his piety is described in the concluding wordshe prayed to God alway. He had been taught by the Spirit to lift
up his soul unto God and to speak to Him; in prayer he found access
unto God, Who alone was able to supply his wants out of His riches
in glory. He delighted in prayer: not merely publicly did he acknowledge God, but in secret, where no man saw and witnessed it, he
poured out his soul before God. He prayed alway, not merely in times
of danger and perplexity, not merely in hours of anguish and sorrow,
not merely in hours of joy and gratitude, but at all times, and amid
all circumstances, he lived before God and with God.
What a beautiful character! Fear and reverence; trembling at
God's word; worship and adoration; confession of His name before
men; making mention of His glory before all who were around him ;
a life of purity and devotion, of kindness and benevolence, of meditation
and prayer. Such was Cornelius.
WHAT LACKED HE YET ~

There are many who, knowing the Gospel of Christ and professing
to believe it, must feel ashamed when they compare themselves with
the centurion-of whom it cannot be said that they are devout, that
they fear God with all their houses, that they give alms to the people,
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and pray to God alway: but of whom it must be said, they are
worldly and forget God, and train not their children in the knowledge
and fear of God, and treat their servants as if they had no souls,
and give scarcely anything to help the poor or advance God's cause,
and do not pray in secret and at all times. Alas that there are such!
And, doubtless, a man like Cornelius would· be thought by many
as too strict and austere and gloomy-an extreme man-no doubt
meaning well-but whose intellect is not in such vigorous exercise
as his feelings and sentiments. While others, and they form the
greatest number, say, What more do you want or require of a man?
Is he not as perfect as it is possible for man to be? If he and such
as he are not fit for heaven, who is? Surely a more religious man
we cannot imagine.
But ask himself and he will tell you that he is not at rest, and why?
" I pray, but I have not yet obtained; I seek, but I have not yet
found; I knock, but the gate is not yet opened. I seek God, for
what am I without Him? But is He mine, and am I His-with my
Bins, of which I see daily more in my life and conduct, in my thoughts
and imaginations-with my selfishness and impurity, which His
own Word reveals to me so clearly? Tell me not to be at peace;
I have no peace. Tell me not to be satisfied and to hope the best;
God will surely not allow me to remain in such vague uncertainty
and amidst such tormenting doubts and misgivings. He will show
me what to do, He will reveal to me that one thing which I am seeking,
and which will bring peace to my soul!" Yes, he did lack one thing.
To fear and reverence God, to try to obey His co=andments, to
be kind and helpful to our fellow men, to meditate on God's truth,
and lift up our hearts unto Him in prayer-all these are goodly
pearls; but the soul feels they are not the one precious pearl of which
the possession is all-satisfying. Seeking God is not the Saviour;
the Saviour is no act of ours-no frame of mind, no virtuous exertion;
He is a living Person, He gives Himself, and the soul has rest. One
thing he lacked-for it is possible for a man to speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, to have the gift of prophecy, and to understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, to bestow all his goods to feed the
poor, and give his body to be burned-and yet, for the lack of one
thing, to be as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal, and to be profited
nothing in the sight of God, and on that day. Oh, that shallow and
hypocritical advice, that a man is to be satisfied with praying and
doing his best I-as if prayer was not means to an end-as if the
man who really prays did not look for the answer--elearly and
unmistakably God's answer-to Whom he has cried. That man
who is satisfied with praying has never prayed aright; the man
whom God teaches to pray cannot rest until he has God.
THE ONE REQUEST.
The prayer was heard. He had offered up many petitions, he had
prayed for many blessings, and yet was it only one prayer-one
request. (Compare verse 30.)
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"One thing I of the Lord desired,
And will seek to obtain."

The soul may not be able to interpret its longings and desires-they
m~y appear to be many and various; but there is one leading, central,
all-pervading, all-absorbing desire in the roused and quickened soul.
What is it 1 To see God's glory. To see Christ's beauty. To hear
the Fat~er's forgiveness. To be freed from the burden. To quench
the burning thirst. There are so many ways of expressing it, it has
so many aspects, it is myriad-sided-and yet one thing.. One thing I of the Lord desired.
And will seek to obtain."

It is that glorious, precious pearl of great price. It is a forgiving,
loving God, revealing Himself, and giving Himself to the soul. It
is God in Christ, made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption. Knowest thou this one thing 1
One thing is needful. Hast thou chosen that good part which cannot
be taken from thee 1
The angel is sent to announce to Cornelius that his prayer is heard;
but the angel is not to preach the Gospel of Christ. God, in His
love and compassion, has ordained it that men, saved themselves
from sin, death, and hell, and animated by the constraining love
of Christ, should be His ambassadors, and declare, with all authority
and certainty, and yet with tender sympathy and pity, the salvation
which is in Christ. ThB chosen messenger_of peace, the angel informs
Cornelius, is one " Simon, whose surname is Peter; he lodgeth with
one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea-side." Cornelius
may have been astonished at this direction. The teacher is not a
Pharisee or Scribe, not one of the priests or Levites, but one Simon,
whose· surname is Peter. He is to send, not to Jerusalem and its
temple, not to the synagogue, not to Gamaliel or one of his disciples,
but to Joppa, to a man lodging with a tanner. What beautiful
circumstantiality r What poet would have dared to put such minute
local directions into the mouth of an angel 1 And why not 1 Because
poets do not dare to be as poetical as God's ways and truths are in
reality. For it is the highest poetry and, blessed be God, the truest
fact, that God knows, and sees, and remembers all; that the house
where Mary dwelt, and Martha, and Lazarus-the homes of all His
people, however poor and obscure they may be, are well known to
Him: the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous; He sends peace
and light into their dwellings. And as God's angel departed, Cornelius
immediately obeyed; and, having declared all these things unto
his faithful attendants, he sent them to Joppa, to hear further what
God the Lord will speak unto him.
Will it be peace? "Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth." This
has been the attitude of Cornelius for many days. And now the
Lord is about to speak; what message will He send 1 Will it be
Mercy 1 Was it not Mercy which sought you and brought you to
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the knowledge of God's existence and holiness, of His kingship and
glory, of His truth and justice, of your duty to Him as your Father
and Master 1 Was it not Mercy which touched your heart, and
filled it with love and reverence, with fear and trembling-which
roused your conscience, which led you to seek God 1 Was it not
Mercy which built your family altar, and which brought you into
your closet, there to pray unto Him that seeth in secret 1 Was it
not Mercy which enabled you to pray 1 Broken, imperfect, feeble,
sin-polluted prayers-confused, scattered, contradictory;
yet,
o Cornelius! prayer to God, one prayer, one request-" One thing I of the Lord desired,
And will seek to obtain."

Was it not Mercy that sent the angel, and the assurance that thy
prayer and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God 1
"Why art thou then cast down, my soul ?
What should discourage thee?
And why with vexing thoughts art thou
Disquieted in me?

"Still tTUJit in God; for Him to praise
Good cause I yet shall have:
He of my count'nance is the health,
My God, that doth me save."

THE FOLLY OF CLAIMING PERFECTION.
THE judicious Hooker in his Discourse of Justification (Section 7),
says, " If our hands did never offer violence to our brethren, a bloody
thought doth prove us murderers before Him: if we had never opened
our mouth to utter any scandalous, offensive, or hurtful word, the
cry of our secret cogitations is heard in the ears of God. . . . Let the
holiest and best things which we do be considered. We are never
better affected to God than when we pray; yet, when we pray, how
are our affections many times distracted! How little reverence do
we show unto the grand majesty of God, unto whom we speak! How
little remorse of our own miseries! How little taste of the sweet
influences of His tender mercies do we feel! . . . The best things
which we do have somewhat in them to be pardoned. How, then,
can we do anything meritorious or worthy to be rewarded 1 . . . We
see how far we are from the perfect righteousness of the law; the
little fruit which we have in holiness, it is, God knoweth, corrupt and
unsound; we put no confidence at all in it, we challenge nothing in
the world for it, we dare not call God to reckoning as if we had Him
in our debt-books; our continued suit to Him is, and must be, to
bear with our infirmities and pardon our offences."

-:
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PERSONS."

IT was to the great advantage of the King of Sodom when Chedorlaomer
had defeated him and carried all away, that Abram took up the quarrel:
not that he did so for the king of Sodom's own sake, but" his brother
Lot" had been taken captive with the rest, and all his goods as well
as all of theirs were gone. Abram recovered everything. The king
of Sodom went out to meet him on his triumphal return, and, anxious
to requite him, said, "Give me the persons and take the goods to
thyself." This was no niggardly offer, but it was refused by the
Hebrew stranger. He said, " I have lift up mine hand unto the Lord,
the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not
take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take
anything that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram
rich: save only that which the young men have eaten and the portion
of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them
take their portion." How foreign such language must have sounded
in the ears of the monarch of a city whose cry and sin were very
grievous before God. But thus Abram retained the honour of his
solitary dignity: his possession was in another city-invisible. At
the same time he would leave the king of Sodom without any uncomfortable feeling of having been scorned or belittled on his own freehold.
The grace of God which brought salvation contained a promise for the
life that now is, and gave Abram the wisdom that is from above-first
pure then peaceable: this is what we need.
It would have been well for Hezekiah if he had looked with more
purpose to his father Abraham in this respect, remembering that
God called him alone and blessed him. Then he would not so have
paraded his precious things before the prince from Babylon.
But what struck me in reading about the return of Abram from the
slaughter of the kings, was the fact that both himself and the king of
Sodom gave so secondary a place to the" goods." It was the people
they wanted: their own that had been lost for a while. Goods may
be replaced by other things at will, if means are at hand. But
" persons" are irreplaceable. How could any number of cattle, or
any wealth of jewels comfort Abram's heart, if he did not know whether
Lot (dear, in spite of his manifest faults) were dead or alive 1 When
Jacob's sons brought the news that Joseph was yet alive, they might
add that he was the governor over all the land of Egypt, but it was
enough for the father that he was yet alive. "Joseph my son is yet
alive; I will go and see him before I die." It was Joseph he loved, it
was not the governor of Egypt, as such, although at the same time,
there was with J oseph corn in Egypt.
What a strength of devotion the people manifested towards David,
when he wanted to lead them to the battle in person. They said,
" Thou shalt not go forth, for if we flee away, they will not care for us,
neither if half of us die will they care for us: but now thou art worth
ten thousand of us." They had learned to love him from the days that
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he spent in the cave of Adullam. It was in his desertion and need,
his labours and his pains that he became captain over them, and he
was still their king though out of Jerusalem for a while. They clave
to him with full purpose of heart as it says later of another leader of
men, and one who was with them at times in weakness, fear and much
trembling, an outcast, and in bodily presence not much. But they
would have given their eyes to Paul: they loved him as he was. I
thought of what is said in the thirty-sixth verse of the fourth chapter
of Mark: "They took Him even as He was in the ship." It was the
end of a long day-multitudes had been listening to His words: and
now the disciples had sent the people away, and" took Him even as
He was"-manifestly weary, and, as if at present He could do no more
for them, He fell asleep. But it was Him that they had. It was Him
Who had called them, Who had shown them His glory, and had kept
them with an irresistible power and love near and with Him. It ought
to comfort them who also would be His disciples, to think that although
for the time being it is night, though there is no present miracle to
please their sense and confirm their hope, they are with the fishermen
on the Lake, taking Him as He is. On such a manner now Jesus
reveals Himself, as it says in the last chapter of John. The apostle
said: "We see not all things put under Him but we see Jesus," in
this" time state" the One Who had not where to lay His head. Are
we taking Him as He is, when we restlessly wait for the morning,
when the waves beat into the ship. It may be so. He said to His
disciples that they were those who continued with Him in His temptations. "Ye now have sorrow," he said, "but I will see you again."
He indeed took them as they were; and is it not our highest hope
that He will take us as we are: what that is, is more than we can
descrIbe. Certainly, as the Psalmist says, our goods are nothing to
Him: may it be our lot to be brought back from the enemies' land,
and have a place in the City of God. In the meantime let us hope
more and more in His mighty hand-in the arm of His strength.
" As He was" He could with a word still the storm. "We shall
see Him as He is."
FOLLOWER-ON.
DR. WATTS AND MIDNIGHT STUDIES.
" AMONG his unwise habits was that of studying far into the night,
and his continual vigils wrought havoc on a frail constitution. If
a dim winking light broke at midnight the darkness of Newington
Green, it was certain evidence that Watts was poring over his books.
The dwindling candle was followed by dwindling health. Insomnia
succeeded, and for years, in order to obtain sleep, he was obliged
to have recourse to opiates. When it was too late he recognized
his mistake. 'Midnight studies,' he says in a sermon, ' are prejudicial
to nature, and painful experience calls me to repent of the faults
of my younger years.' "-(Wright's "Life of Isaac Watts," p. 27.)
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" HEZEKIAH "

Hezekiah " reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem . .. and he did
that which was right in the sight of the Lord."-2 KINGS xviii. 2, 3.
THE great Apostle Paul was inspired to write: "All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine (or teaching)
... that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto
all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17).
The human mind is often helped to remember Scripture, and also
to understand it, by seemingly small matters, incidents, or illustrations.
The Lord Jesus was accustomed to look around Him and seize upon
any well-known object to illuminate and illustrate His doctrine or
teaching.
Hezekiah did begin his reign well, and many persons make an effort
to commence a new year with new resolutions and with new endeavours
to reform. Hezekiah's actions were practical. He caused images
and idols of all kinds to be destroyed and places associated with idolatry
were removed. When he discovered that the people had turned the
brazen serpent (which Moses made by the command of God) into an
instrument or object of idolatry, he had it broken to pieces and described
it as " Nehushtan," that is to say, a piece of brass. Hezekiah clave
unto the Lord and the Lord directed him what to do (see Prov. iii. 6).
It will be observed, if the history is read (2 Kings xviii, xix, xx), that
Hezekiah was not content with making resolutions. He not only
made them but carried them out. This u'as honest. It is not,
however, honest to make resolutions or promises and not strive to
carry them out. Such conduct cannot be defended. It leads to
self-deception, and all deceit is hateful to God.
In order to execute his plans Hezekiah needed to have definite
knowledge of the condition of things existing in his kingdom, and this
certain knowledge could only be obtained by careful search and
research. Herein is a lesson for all who are willing to be taught. Let
each one ask the question, " Have I searched my heart by the light
of God's Word and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and have
I cast out every idol therefrom ~" It is painful work, but it is
profitable work. Men and women, both young and old, are exceedingly
apt to have some secret idol hidden in their heart. It is easy to
disguise an idol and persuade oneself that it is an attractive and
precious thing.
If the questions be asked, "What is an idol and how can I know
an idol when I come across it ~ " the answer must be given in very
plain terms. An idol is anything and everything that occupies a
position in the human heart which should be yielded alone to the
Lord Jesus. A proper consideration of the matter must convince
every honest inquirer that " all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life is not of the Father,
but is of the world" (1 John ii. 16), and therefore, if such things
gain the affections, they become idols. It is not, however, so easy
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to realize that" religiousness" may become an idol. The Pharisees
were very religious, but they trusted to their religion, their rites and
ceremonies, instead of trusting to the Lord Jesus, and He pronounced
a woe upon them (see the whole of Matt. xxiii).
It is not easy to believe that " prayer" may become an idol, but
nevertheless the Lord Jesus declares such to be the case, for He said to
the Pharisees, "for a pretence ye make long prayers" (see Matt.
xxiii. 14), and He spake a parable to prove it. He told how a Pharisee
went up to the Temple to pray, but the prayer did not reach God with
acceptance for it was practically all self-praise. Self was the idol.
Self occupied the position which should have been given to the Lord
Jesus. Thus the prayer was idolatrous.
The more an individual is taught by the Holy Spirit the more he
learns how difficult a matter it is to really pray. The apostles prayed:
" Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke xi. 1), and that deeply taught man,
the Apostle Paul, wrote, "'Ve know not what we should pray for as
we ought, but the (Holy) Spirit maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered" (Rom. viii. 26, 27). True prayer
must come from the heart, and when the heart is truly affected it
ofttimes finds difficulty in expressing itself. The apostle wrote from
real knowledge when he said, "Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels and have not love, I am become as sounding brass
or a tinkling cymbal" (1 Cor. xiii. 1).
In the light which God's Word gives it becomes evident how
important it is to pray; "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart,
try me, and know my thoughts and see if there be any wicked way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24).
It must not· be thought that because Hezekiah set himself to do
that which "was right in the sight of the Lord" that therefore he
escaped all trials. Far from it. "Many are the afflictions of the
righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of them all" (Ps. xxxiv. 19).
" Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12), "but godliness is profitable." It has the
"promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come"
(1 Tim. iv. 8; Mark x. 28-31).
Hezekiah had many enemies and many trials and he made mistakes,
but the general purpose of his life was to serve the Lord. It seems to
have been characteristic of him to carry out the directions given in
Proverbs iii. 5, 6. He did seek to trust in the Lord and to acknowledge
the Lord in all his ways, and God did in a wonderful way direct his
paths and overrule for him. It was when he turned aside and" leaned
to his own understanding" that he failed. His ·failure is recorded as a
warning to all. None are safe when temptation comes but those
whom the Lord keeps. "Because thou hast made the Lord thy
Refuge, even the Most High thy Habitation, there shall no evil befall
thee" (Ps. xci. 9, 10). God will cause all things to work together
for the good of those who love Him, who are called according to His
purpose and who do desire to obey and serve Him in all things (see
Rom. viii. 28).
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When a letter-insulting to God and to God's people-reached
Hezekiah, he "went up into the House of the Lord and spread it
before the Lord" (2 Kings xix. 14-19). The Lord answered that
letter in a manner little expected by its writer (verses 33-37). What
the new year may hold for each one is not in the power of man to say,
but this fact is certain, the Lord" abideth faithful" (2 Tim. ii. 13),
and" blessed are all they that put their trust in Him" (Ps. ii. 13).
All who know the Lord Jesus as a personal Saviour are bidden to
act as Hezekiah did-" to come boldly (without fear, not presumptuously)
unto the throne of grace that they may obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16).
All the daily trials of 1939 may be laid before the Lord even as
Hezekiah laid the letter before Him, and if this be done with believing
faith, the end of the year will justify the believer in saying, " Ebenezer,
hitherto hath the Lord helped us " (1 Sam. vii. 12). What happiness!
P. I. B.
ELECTION.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
" THE true doctrine of election I believe to be as follows. God has
been pleased from all eternity to choose certain men and women
out of mankind, whom by His counsel secret to us, He has decreed
to save by Jesus Christ. None are finally saved except those who
are thus chosen. Hence the Scripture gives to God's people in
several places the names of ' God's Elect,' and the choice or appointment of them to eternal life is called ' God's election.' Those men
and women whom God has been pleased to choose from all eternity,
He calls in time, by His Spirit working in due season. He convinces
them of sin. He leads them to Christ. He works in them repentance
and faith. He converts, renews, and sanctifies them. He keeps
them by His grace from falling away entirely, and finally brings
them safe to glory. In short, God's eternal Election is the first link
in that chain of a sinner's salvation of which heavenly glory is the
end. None ever repent, believe, and are born again, except the
Elect. The primary and original cause of a saint's being what- he
is, is eternal God's Election.
" The doctrine here stated, no doubt, is peculiarly deep, mysterious,
and hard to understand. We have no eyes to see it fully. We have
no line to fathom it thoroughly. No part of the Christian religion
has been so much disputed, rejected, and reviled as this. None has
called forth so much of that enmity against God which is the grand
mark of the carnal mind. Thousands of so-called Christians profess
to believe the atonement, salvation by grace, and justification by
faith, and yet refuse to look at the doctrine of Election. The very
mention of the word to some persons is enough to call forth expressions
of anger, ill-temper, and passion."-(" Old Paths," pp. 461, 462.)
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"A NEW

SONG"

says, "He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unto our God." There are many occasions when a new song is put
into the mouths of God's people. In David's case the Lord had
brought Him out of a horrible pit, and out of the miry clay. He
had set his feet upon a rock, and established his goings. The result
was he was able to sing a new song of praise unto his God. By nature,
we are all in a horrible pit of sin, and we are in danger of eternal
death. The pit is so deep that we cannot get out ourselves. The
Lord, however, has an arm long enough, and strong enough, to bring
His people out of the pit of sin and death, and in love to their souls
·He delivers them from the pit "of corruption." "He raiseth up
the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill,
to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of
glory." When they experience His delivering, redeeming, and elevating
grace then they sing a new song of praise unto their God. Redemption
experienced is the outstanding occasion of singing a new song. "They
sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation." The more we realize the whole truth about redemption,
the more ready we shall be to sing the new song. The redeemed
will never tire of giving glory to Him Who loved them, and washed
them from their sins in His own blood.
A new song is also occasioned when the Lord's people are delivered
from great dangers and trials. When the Lord saved Israel from the
hand of the Egyptians at the Red Sea, Moses and the children of
Israel sang a new song unto the Lord. When Hezekiah was
miraculously delivered from the Assyrian army he would no doubt
sing a new song. When Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were
delivered from the burning fiery furnace in so marvellous a way,
how could they help singing a new song of praise unto their God 1
Even Nebuchadnezzar was compelled to say, "There is no other
God that can deliver after this sort."
When Daniel was delivered from the power of the lions he no doubt
sang and made melody in his heart to the Lord. When Jonah was
delivered he sang with a thankful heart, " Salvation is of the Lord."
When Peter was delivered from the hand of Herod, and from all the
expectation of the people of the Jews, we may be sure that the Church
of God at Jerusalem, whose members had unceasingly prayed for
his deliverance, would sing a new song of praise to the God Who had
so signally saved him. Coming to more modern times, we may say
that when the Lord, twice over, so marvellously answered the prayers
of His people, by causing Parliament to reject the new Prayer Book,
songs of praise ascended to heaven from His people all over the world.
Their mouths were filled with laughter, and their tongues with singing,
and they said, "The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof
DAVID
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we are glad." Moreover, when the Lord's people review their past
experiences and call to mind God's wonderful providences and interpositions on their behalf they cannot refrain from singing His praises.
The precious doctrines, precepts, and promises of His Word also
bring joy and praise to their hearts, so that they are constrained to
say, " Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage."
The character of this song calls for notice. It is a new song. The
new song can only be sung by those who are new creatures in Christ
Jesus. It is the outcome of a new experience. It is the expression
of the gratitude of a new heart. Songs are sung by the men of the
world. We read of " the song of the drunkards" and " the song of
fools." Those, however, who are regenerated by the Holy Ghost
are bidden to speak to themselves" in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in their heart to the Lord."
It was formerly the custom for the minister when giving out a
hymn to say, " Let us sing to the praise and glory of God." Such
a reminder is certainly necessary. There is always a danger even
for God's true people to sing for the mere pleasure of singing. The
new song, however, is a song of praise unto Him Who is the source
of all our mercies, and we are bidden to " sing unto the Lord a new
song, and His praise in the congregation of the saints."
We do well to note the source and the Author of the new song.
David says, "He (the Lord) hath put a new song in my mouth."
He is its Composer, and He enables us to sing it. The spiritual and
temporal mercies which call it forth are from Him, and the disposition
and ability to sing originate with Him. He it is Who fills His people
with all joy and peace in believing, and it is then that they are constrained to sing praises unto their God. When the Jews were in
Babylon their captors required of them a song, but they did not
expect them to be acquainted with the songs of Babylon. Hence
they said, " Sing us one of the songs of Zion." But they said, " How
shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land 1" When, however,
the Lord turned their captivity their tongue was filled with singing.
Reader, hast thou experienced the Lord's redeeming, delivering,
and providential mercies 1 If so, sing unto Him a new song; "for
He hath done marvellous things: His right hand and His holy arm
hath gotten Him the victory."
"IN Christianity it is no badge of pride or ill-husbandry to wear
your best every day; we should not be seen without it. Much
wearing will better it, and it cannot be damaged but by lying by."(EZisha OoZes.)
" AMAZING reverence is shown to Satan in a pulpit; it seems the
privy closet of his highness. We never hear his name or habitation
mentioned in a modern sermon; which makes some people fancy
that the devil sure is dead, and that hell-fire is quite burnt out."(John Berridge.)
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THE OLD TERMINOLOGY.
"THERE will perhaps, however, be an objection to the terminology
that we are venturing to employ. 'Justification," it will be said, is
a distressingly long word; and as for the word' doctrine' that has a
forbidding sound.
Instead of such terminology surely we ought to
find simpler words which will bring the matter home to modern men
in language such as they are accustomed to use.
" This suggestion is typical of what is often being said at the present
time. Many persons are horrified by the use of a theological term;
they seem to have a notion that modern Christians must be addressed
always in words of one syllable, and that in religion we must abandon
the scientific precision of language which is found to be so useful in
other spheres. In pursuance of this tendency we have had presented
to us recently various translations of the Bible which reduce the Word
of God more or less thoroughly to the language of the modern street,
or which, as the matter was put recently in my hearing by an intelligent
layman, 'take all the religion out of the New Testament.' But the
whole tendency, we for our part think, ought to be resisted. Back
of it all seems to lie the strange assumption that modern men, particularly modern university men, can never by any chance learn
anything; they do not understand the theological terminology which
appears in such richness in the Bible, and that is regarded as the
end of the matter; apparently it does not occur to anyone that
possibly they might with profit acquire the knowledge of Biblical
terminology which now they lack. But I, for my part, am by no
means ready to acquiese. I am perfectly ready, indeed, to agree
that the Bible and the modern man ought to be brought together.
But what is not always observed is that there are two ways of attaining that end. One way is to bring the Bible down to the level of the
modern man; but the other way is to bring the modern man up to the
level of the Bible. I am inclined to advocate the latter way. And
I am by no means ready to relinquish the advantages of a precise
terminology in summarizing Bible truth. In religion as well as in
other spheres a precise terminology is mentally economical in the
end; it repays amply the slight effort required for the mastery of it.
Thus I am not at all ashamed to speak, even in this day and generation,
of the' doctrine of justification by faith.' "-(Professor J. Gresham
Machen.)

,
"

....
" FOR your own comfort's sake, and for the sake of your growth in
grace, if you be a Christian, be a Christian, and be a marked and
distinct one."-(Spurgeon.)
" AFTER the reading of a chapter, he (Dr. Watts' father) used to
engage in prayer. He would never be disturbed in his devotions.
If, while he was upon his knees, anyone called to see him, the servant
was sent out with the message, 'My master is at prayer.' "-(Wright's
" Life of Isaac WaUs.")
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"I NOTHING-HE ALL IN ALL."
By THE REV. W. ROMAlNE, M.A.
(LETTER VI.)

Brighthelmstone, September 1st, 1763.
I HAVE at last got a spare hour to write to my dear friends at - - ,
and to tell them how mnch I wish all spiritual blessings in Christ
Jesus may be theirs.
Since I left you, all has been hurry, travelling from place to place,
till kind providence has brought me to Brighthelmstone, where I hope
for a little rest-not so much to my soul; blessed be the grace of
sweet Jesus, I have that-but rest from distraction, hurry, dust,
heat, and want of sleep. This is a kind of haven after a storm. Not
that I expect a continual calm here; it would be a sad place indeed
if there were no enemies, no warfare, no trials and troubles in it.
These I must have wherever I go; because they grow in my constitution; and are nourished in the body of sin; and because without
them I should not know how to prize Christ. But I find my retired
and private times are the best for my own soul, as more public times
are for others: and yet that sweetest blessed Jesus, when I am in
His work, takes care of me; and when I am watering others, He
does not leave me unwatered myself. I am a witness for Him. I have
been preaching of His salvation many years in the midst of a crowd,
living all the time in a great hurry; and yet I gain every year some
fresh knowledge of myself, some more knowledge of my incarnate
God, and some steadier trust and dependance upon Him; and I can
say it is good for me that I have been a poor despised preacher of
Christ Jesus.
Now, what can I wish my dear friend more for her peace and
blessedness than that the dear Saviour may do for her what He has
done for me, only in a greater degree? for I am sure it is a growing
thing. In the knowledge of ourselves we may certainly increase.
There is a mystery of iniquity in us which we shall not perfectly
comprehend so long as we live. But as we make fresh discoveries
of it we shall see our want more of Christ, and thereby get more knowledge of the great mystery of godliness. The sense of our manifold
wants will magnify the riches of His grace in supplying them. So,
the lower man is abased, the higher is the Saviour exalted. And
this will of course bring us to make more use of Him, to trust Him
more, and to live more upon Him, which is the blessedness of faith.
When I feel the depth of my distress and wants, and the infinite
riches of Jesus' grace to supply them, then faith does its office
aright, when it is not discouraged by a sense of many increasing
wants, but is thereby made to cleave closer to Jesus and to prize
Him more. This is my present state, and in it I have at times a
pleasure which cannot be described. The height of Jesus' grace
is so exactly suited to the depth of my distress that I am ready to
3
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glory in it. I would not be without one single want. My wants
are my happiness. They make Christ so exceedingly desirable that
fresh wants add to Him in my eyes fresh beauty. It is a pleasure
to be in His debt-yea, the greatest I know of. I would not have
inherent righteousness if I could get it for nothing. I would not
be rich, and increase in goods, and have need of nothing from Him,
if it was possible. His glory is my heart's delight; and therefore
I love to glorify Him, by living upon His fulness. I nothing-He
all in all. When it is thus with me I am safe and happy. I am
the greatest fool that ever lived-I feel it! and that makes His
wisdom so precious. I am the chief of sinners-I find it daily; and
that makes His blood and righteousness my continual delight. I have
as many evil tempers as the devil. Oh! how they stir and fight
against the Spirit! But Jesus is my sanctification. He has given
them their death's wound; and by and by they will expire, and
be no more. In myself I deserve hell every moment, but Jesus is
my redemption, my eternal redemption. Oh! how my heart loves
Him! He knows it well. And if I am ever vouchsafed (why should
I doubt it ?) to see Him face to face, I will acknowledge Him to be
all in all, and rejoice to acknowledge it for ever. And it will be the
very heaven of heavens (truly I taste something of heaven in thinking
of it) to give Him the glory of my crown, and to lay it low at His
feet. Worthy is the Lamb. Thanks be to Him I can sing this song
now but in a poor strain to what I hope to do soon. Sweet Jesus
bring you and me safe to the eternal enjoyment of Him and His glory.
I am sorry to stop, to tell you of two parcels I left at - - , one
for you, and another for Mr. - - ; I hope they are come safe to
hand. Enclosed in yours was a Field's Bible, the best present I
could think of for your kindness to me, and another little pocket
Bible for dear - - . One favour would I beg, if you would grant
it me, and that is for you both to read the Bible over once in these
little keepsakes. I have many reasons for asking this favour; but
one is peculiar to myself,namely, that it will often put you in mind
of your faithful friend in the bond of the Spirit.
W.R.
" I KNEW long ago an old shepherd, in my father's parish, who based
a hope for eternity on the fact (if such it was) that he was never tipsy
on a Sunday.":-(The late Bishop Moule.) What a vain hope was that
of the old shepherd!
" IN every age of the Church separation from the world has always
been one of the grand evidences of a work of grace in the heart. He
that has been really born of the 'Spirit, and made a new creature in
Christ Jesus, has always endeavoured to 'come out from the world,'
and live a separate life. They who have only had the name of
Christian without the reality, have always refused to ' come out and
be separate' from the world."-(Bishop J. O. Ryle.)
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"HIS GOD LIVES IN THE COUNTRY AND NOT IN TOWN."
(From TOPLADY'S Anecdotes, Incidents, etc.)
I HAD the following anecdote from the late worthy Mr. Davis, of Hatton
Garden, London; whose father had it from one who lived during the
plague, and who was well acquainted with the nobleman to whom it
refers.
Lord Craven lived in London when that sad calamity raged. His
house was in that part of the town since called (from the circumstance
of Craven House being situated there) Craven Buildings. On the
plague growing epidemic, his lordship, to avoid the danger, resolved
to go to his seat in the country. His coach and six were accordingly
at the door, his baggage put up, and all things in readiness for the
journey. As he was walking through the hall with his hat on, his cane
under his arm, and putting on his gloves, in order to step into his
carriage, he overheard his negro (who served him as a postilion) saying
to another servant," I suppose by my lord's quitting London to avoid
the plague, that his God lives in the country and not in town." The
poor negrosaid this in the simplicity of his heart, as really believing
,a plurality of gods. The speech however struck Lord Craven very
sensibly, and made him pause. "My God," thought he, "lives
everywhere', and can preserve me in town as well as in the country.
I'll even stay where I am. The ignorance of that negro has preached
an useful sermon to me. Lord, pardon that unbelief and that distrust
of Thy providence which made me think of running away from Thy
hand" He immediately ordered his horses to be taken off from the
coach, and'the luggage to be brought in. He continued at London,
was remarkably useful among his sick neighbours, and never caught
the infection.

"YOUR FATHER KNOWETH."
My Father clothes the flocks and herds,
And every living thing:
My Father feeds the little birds,
And teaches them to sing.
My Father's every thought and deed
Is full of truth and grace:
My Father knows what things I need
Before I seek His face.

Epsom.

Why then should I have any care
About my future days?
He breathes His love into my prayer,
And turns my prayer to praise.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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LETTERS FROM CHINA.
THIS morning (Nov. 28th), letters by air mail, dated Nov. 13th,
reached us from China.
One letter said, " We had a congregation of 250, of whom 150 came
to the Lord's Table. . .. They talk all sorts of Chinese, and many
are fairly fluent in English, too."
Another letter, referring to the same service, said, " This morning
we had a wonderful service with the church packed with almost
entirely well-educated people, the majority from down river, people
who have suffered and lost much. As they were scattering after
the service the alarm went, so we had to stay in and were able to
meet and talk with quite a number. Once again the planes passed
over, evidently on their way to bomb Chengtu or some other place.
There are many real Christians amongst this crowd at church this
morning ... many talk English fluently ... it is marvellous to meet
many of those Chinese who have passed through the most dreadful
times of horror, or who have escaped with families of six or eight
small children, and walked for miles to get to a safe place, and yet
have bright faces or quiet peaceful faces, and talk with no bitterness
but with more thankfulness to God for their present safety than
hatred of those who have caused their trouble. They are an example
to us. Only last night one was telling me of three children in a home
where a bomb smashed the house. One child got under a table,
another under a bed, and the third somewhere else. When the
debris was cleared the children were all found safe, and she said, , It
was obviously the Lord's hand over them.' And His hand is over us
all here and over you in England."

IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS.
"SCRIPTURE expressly teaches that the sin of Adam, and not our
personal sin, was the original ground of condemnation; as the
righteousness of Christ, and not our personal righteousness, is the
ground of our justification. . .. In justification, according to Paul's
language, God imputes righteousness to the ungodly. This righteousness is not their own; but they are regarded and treated as righteous
on account of the obedience of Christ. That is, His righteousness
is so laid to their account, or imputed to them, that they are regarded
and treated as if it were their own; or' as if they had kept the law.'
This is the great doctrine of the Reformation, Luther's ' article of a
standing or falling church.' The great question between the Papists
and Protestants was, whether men are justified on account of inherent
or imputed righteousness. For the latter, the Protestants contended
as for their lives, and for the life of the Church."-(Dr. Oharles Hodge
on Romans v.)
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FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.
IT was a winter's morning, very dark and dreary. When I came
into the sitting-room for breakfast, the room was shrouded in a dim
grey twilight, muffling everything in obscurity. I could scarcely
tell the bookcase from the piano, and the table laid for breakfast
looked cheerless and uninviting. Outside, all the sky was draped
with heavy clouds, and on a glass roof below my window I could
hear the steady pitter-patter of unceasing rain. Altogether things
in general had a very depressing look.
Suddenly there was a transformation! The whole room was
flooded with a golden radiance, and in a trice everything was changed.
The friendly pictures looked down cheerfully from the walls, the
many-coloured books on the shelves boldly proclaimed their presence,
the piano took on its usual clear-cut lines, and the breakfast table
became quite appetizing. I forgot all about the dark rainy morning,
and looked thankfully at the homely things around me. There was
a vase of flowers on the table; when I had put them in water the
day before I had thought of them as very ordinary small
chrysanthemums, with far too many leaves. But now their russet
tints looked quite lovely in the green vase, and each separate bloom
stood out in beauty.
What was it that had caused this amazing change that had transformed cheerlessness to comfort, and despair to joyful hope? Of course,
you know what had happened. I only did what you would have
done on a dark morning; I turned on the light. You will be perfectly
right if you say that there was nothing unusual in that. Indeed,
I do not know why I should have especially noticed the difference
that the light made on that particular morning; but I did think
it was remarkable that just when I had been so struck with the contrast
I should turn to the text for the day and find this: "When I sit in
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me." Do you wonder that the
familiar words came to me with fresh force and meaning?
There are few people who like darkness, I should think, unless we
include those who want to hide their wrongdoing under cover of
darkness, such as thieves and burglars. But how dark the world
around us is to-day! It is pitiful to think of the cruelty and oppression
and strife that reign in so many countries. And though in England
we have so much to be thankful for, yet is it not true that our lives
are darkened by the shadow of the fear of war? Fear is on every
side, as David said. But it was David who said also, " The Lord is
my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?" He found that
the light of God's presence could dispel the darkness of fear; and
so may we to-day. When men's hearts are failing them for fear
the believer is to look up and lift up his head; for the Lord will be
a light unto him.

The Gospel Magazine

37

But there is a worse darkness than the fear that dreadful things
may happen to our bodies, or our homes, or our country. There
is the darkness of sin: I do not mean the world's sin, or other people's
sin, but the sin of our own hearts. It is a painful thing to get a
glimpse into the darkness of one's own -heart. Have you ever turned
over a stone that has been lying in your garden long unmoved ~
Perhaps the stone is quite a thing of beauty to look at, bright with
moss and lichen. Turn it over with your foot, and what do you
find 1 Loathsome crawling things that burrow hurriedly into the
earth to get away from the light! That is a picture of the human
heart. A boy or a girl may have a splendid record at school and
may be well-behaved at home, but the evil tendencies are there hidden
away in all our hearts. Have you not been shocked sometimes to
find yourself giving way to some wicked thought? You have felt
envious because somebody seems to have more chances than you
have; or jealous because your friend begins to be friendly with
someone else; or angry because someone has treated you badly.
Only a little envy! or jealousy! or anger! but these are the seeds
of crime. Everybody knows the story of the preacher who watched
a murderer being taken to the gallows. "There I might be going,"
said he, " but for the grace of God." He meant that his own heart
was by nature just as capable of murder as the prisoner's was, and
it was only because God's grace restrained him that he was kept from
such sin.
This discovery of one's own darkness is very painful, but really
there is hope in it. For it is only when the light of God's Holy Spirit
shines in our hearts that we become conscious of the darkness that
reigns there. And that light is not only revealing, it is healing.
Young children brought up in slum basements in this country, or
hidden behind the curtains of zenanas in India, will develop a disease
called rickets, which gives them crooked legs and deformed chests.
That is because_ they live in the dark; bring them into the light and
they will be cured. When the light of the glorious Gospel of Jesus
Christ shines into a dark heart it leaves the Spirit of light dwelling
there and making all things new. :May the Lord Himself enlighten
our darkness, and call us out of darkness into His marvellous light.
DAMARIS.
" IF Christless sermons fall on Christless crowds, allured by music
and bewitching show, the lifeless will remain lifeless, and the bubbles
burst in woe."-(Dean Law.)
"SOMETIMES I have taken out a bunch of keys and shaken them.
The whole congregation, when they hear the keys, look up. Then
I say, 'Would there be need of any keys if all men were perfect and
honest? What does this bunch of keys show? Why, they show
that the heart of man is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked.' "-(Bishop J. C. Ryle.)
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-In view of the coming of our Lord, it becomes us
to be more earnest in proclaiming the Gospel by print. There are
a great many openings amongst the men to spread the knowledge
of His salvation. "Blessed is that servant whom His Lord when
He cometh shall find so doing."
A Chaplain writes: "Thank you very much for the three parcels
of literature and for the copies of the Scriptures you so kindly sent.
These are all very acceptable. Many seamen ask us for Bibles and
portions of the Scripture, and we know that in many cases they are
read carefully by men off watch at sea." From a Missionary to
Soldiers, Sailors, and the Royal Air Force: "It is with thankfulness
to God that I acknowledge your kindly gift of Christian literature,
which was indeed most acceptable. The precious seed will bring
forth a harvest to the glory of the Lord. God has graciously permitted us to see His hand and to realize His presence with us in blessing
to precious souls. On the troopships, in the military barracks, and
Royal Air Force camps, men have been helped. Some have been
led to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal
Saviour." A Chaplain writes: "The Chaplain, RN., acknowledges
with many thanks the gift of useful and suitable literature for distribution among sailors." From a Soldiers' Home: "Thank you so
much for the two lovely parcels of books and tracts you have sent the
home. We are grateful to you for sending them; it is very kind
of you. I know you will be praying that just the men who are needing
the message will take a tract, and that it may be a blessing to them.
We have a table with magazines on, and we always put the tracts
and Gospels .out for the soldiers to take. We have a big draft of
men going to China soon, and we always give them books and tracts
to read on the journey. The books you sent are such interesting
ones, and will be most helpful for them to read on their journey."
A Missionary to Seamen writes: "I do thank you very much for the
parcel of books and magazines and Testaments received from you.
The volumes you sent will be splendid for our library for the men."
I have to-day received this message from the Rt. Hon. the Earl
of Athlone (Queen Mary's brother). His Lordship's secretary writes:
" The Earl of Athlone has asked me to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter, and the Report you sent him, which he has read with
much interest. His Lordship sends you his thanks and also his very
best wishes for the continued success of your splendid work. Yours
faithfully, J. A. R Harkness (Private Secretary)."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, December 1st, 1938.
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"HYMNS ANCIENT AND MODERN" AND
THEIR ROMANIZING TEACHING.
Part I.
By THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, AND EDITOR OF THE
" GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
THE influence of hymnology in promoting the diffusion of Divine
truth has ever been recognized by the Church of God. Sacred
song, from the very foundation of Christianity, formed a prominent
feature in the conduct of public worship. Thus, Pliny the younger,
whose testimony comes not more than seventy years after the death
of Christ, has left on record that certain persons, associated with
the worship of the persecuted followers of the Crucified One, reported
that" they were wont to meet together, on a stated day, before it
was light, and sang among themselves alternately a hymn to Christ,
as a god." The adoption of song as promoting the cause of error
is not, therefore, matter for surprise. Indeed, we should naturally
expect that those aiming at the diffusion of peculiar and novel
doctrines would, in order to provoke as little hostility as possible,
employ any agency which the promoters of Divine truth had for
ages continued to use. Moreover, in poetry and music-agencies
which, unsanctified by God's grace, powerfully appeal to the human
passions-the apostles of a system of sensuous religion find to hand
two most popular and attractive modes of presenting their teaching.
What, it may be asked, is more influential on the minds of most
people than a well-harmonized melody? It matters very little to
too many who attend our churches what the words are if " the tune
is good." Consequently, the astute innovators of Romish error
have seized on this weakness of human nature, and address their
appeals to the feelings, not to the judgment, of their followers,
knowing that if only they can captivate the emotions they have
practically taken the citadel. Who has not heard a large congregation of educated, thoughtful, intelligent people, joining with apparent
sincerity and earnestness in singing words of most doubtful orthodoxy,
simply because the tune held the mastery over their feelings? Now.,
what is this but sacrificing truth on the altar of sensuousness?
This mode of getting the congregations of our churches accustomed
to Romish phraseology, and worse, to Romish doctrines, has of late
years been the most successful of all the various efforts put forth
by the Ritualists to educate the people of England in Popery, and
to pervert the Protestant faith. And it is not a question admitting
of a doubt that of all the many hymnals which have issued from the
press of the Anglo-Roman propaganda, none can compete either for
subtlety or success with the volume known as Hymns Ancient and
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Modern. * The fact that it boasts of a circulation of 8,000,000 copies
sufficiently attests the success of the work. The general commendations which it receives, even in the families of thousands among us
whose sympathies are rather with "the noble army of martyrs"
and the faith for which they laid down their lives, than with the fallen
Church of Rome, only too clearly demonstrate the subtlety of the
compilation. So skilful an admixture of Gospel, sentimental, and
Romish hymns may well betray the unsuspecting and the uninformed.
The wisdom of the compilers in giving only a certain proportion of
Romanism, and not always Romanism pure and simple, is too obvious
to need a remark. The faithful Bishop of Huron lately observed
in his primary address to the Synod of his diocese, when lifting up
his voice in protest against the use of Hymns Ancient and Modern
in "churches or families," that, "If all the hymns were unsound,
they would at once have been detected, and very few would have
been deceived. It was, therefore, a skilful masterpiece of our Anglican
Romanizers to administer the poison in small doses, not to be perceived
immediately, but to effect nevertheless eventually their purpose, of
undermining the spiritual constitution of our Reformed Church."
Then, another, and an all-important feature in the scheme was to
set the words to attractive music. And, lest any acquainted with
the objectionable character of the words should yet wish to use the
music, it is so arranged that in purchasing the tunes they must
purchase the words also. The words are printed without the music,
but not the music without the words. That the publication is
intended as a progressive scheme for Romanizing the congregations
of our land is shown by the periodical issue of its parts. First came
out, in 1861, the 273 hymns bearing the title Hymns Ancient and
Modern, for use in the Services of the Church. Of that number, 118
were taken from Roman Catholic breviaries, missals, and other
Popish sources, many of them. being standard hymns at present
used in the Romish Church. After the first instalment had become
largely adopted, though often only through the most insidious and

* It is often urged by those who defend this pernicious hymnal that its
origin and tendency are beyond suspicion. In reply to this apology, the
following proofs are adduced that the Romanizing party in our Church
distinctly claim the work as their own. The Rev. Dr. Littledale, in his
article, "Church Parties," in the Contemporary Review (July, 1874), observes,
"Hymns Ancient and Modern, a HIGH CHURCH BOOK which appeared in
1861, although denounced then and ever since on doctrinal grounds by the
Evangelical school, has driven out Kemble, Mercer, Bickersteth, etc., in
hundreds of churches, and has circulated between seven and eight millions
of copies." The Church Times, too, in an article on the" Church Association"
(Nov. 3, 1876), in the course of which the Editor refers to the spread of
Ritualistic doctrines, and pointedly quotes this very hymnal as propagating
them, says, "And there is Hymns Ancient and Modern, hotly opposed by
the extreme Puritans, and driven out of every church where they are masters.
It contains MUCH OF THE TEACHING they are always denouncing, and we are
speaking within bounds when we say that its circulation is at least eight
millions of copies." One member of the notorious "Society of the Holy
Cross" alone contributes seven hymns to this Romanizing selection.
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persevering efforts of the party, an Appendix containing 113 hymns
was put forth. A comparison of the two parts shows unmistakably
that Romish development is the principle upon which the compilers
have proceeded. Then came out a third part, entitled Introits and
Anthems for the Services of the Church. And recently an entirely
new edition of the book has appeared, containing 473 hymns, of
which 143 are taken from Latin sources, and to 37 of which the
names of Popish priests are appended in the guinea edition. Doubtless, if the present book be allowed to hold in the Church the preeminence it has already attained, and continue to be used without
check by authority in our cathedrals, churches, and chapels, our
Army and Navy, and in our families and our schools, the Ritualistic
party may well look forward to completing their plans for a final
reunion of our ,Reformed Church with the great Apostasy of Rome.
For, the general and allowed adoption of this hymnal is tantamount
to an authoritative acceptance of many of Rome's worst errors. At
a time when the question of uniformity in our hymnals is being agitated
it becomes, therefore, of the utmost importance that the real character
of Hymns Ancient and Modern should be made so clear as to place
it outside the bounds of possibility that choice should fall in the
direction of the adoption, either in part or in whole, of that selection.
Without attempting to do more than call attention to some of
the grosser fcatures of the hymnal, from a doctrinal point of view,
the following charges are laid before the reader, with corresponding
proofs from the pages of the hymnal. The volume entitled Hymns
Ancient and Modern teaches: (1) Mariolatry; (2) Idolatry, or the
worship of material things; (3) Transubstantiation, and the Real
Presence; (4) Baptismal regeneration, ex opere operata; (5) Prayer
for the dead; (6) Salvation by human works.
Besides these positive marks of Romanism there are innumerahle
Romish terms and phrases, for instance, "dread keys," "great
sacrament," "Mary undefiled," "the mother maid," "octave,"
". introits," " altar," " refection," " angel guard," " penitential tears,"
"tersanctus," "confessor," etc. (See Thoughts on Hymns Ancient
and Modern, by the Rev. H. McSorley, M.A.) The tone of the book,
as a whole, is decidedly Popish. The following direct proofs of Romish
teaching may suffice to convince the reader that it contains deadly
error, couched in the most subtle language.

1. MARy-WORSHIP.
Anyone at all conversant with the history of the great Apostasy
must be aware that the cultus of the Virgin has become, after the
steady'grow~hof ages, one of the most prominent features of the fallen
Church of Rome. "The mystery of iniquity" was energetic in the
germ, as St. Paul affirms, even in Apostolic times. But as the
earlier centuries of the post-Apostolic era declined the germ began
to vegetate more demonstrably. Councils gathered into permanent
form the floating errors of previous ages, gave forth in tones of
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decretive authority, and in terms wholly foreign to the language of
inspired Scripture, propositions, definitions, and expositions, which
in course of time came to be accepted as binding upon the conscience
and faith of Christians, unless indeed they chose boldly to stand
upon the exclusiveness of the written Word of God in all matters of
faith, and to take the consequences. Thus, to illustrate by one of
the earliest conciliar departures from the simple testimony of Holy
Scripture, we have the invention of that most fruitfully false term
8wnlJeot; as applied to the espoused wife of Joseph.* The authoritative use of the term "Mother of God" by Councils of the fifth
century laid the foundation of that idolatrous and revolting Maryworship which to-day is being offered by Roman Catholics and
Ritualists to the great dishonour of the Incarnate God and of the
blessed instrument of His Incarnation. Gradually from that germtitle" Mother of God" has the arch-enemy of the Kingdom of the
God-Man developed the present system of mariolatry. To the
Church of Rome and her sympathizers has been left the distinctive
sin of formulating the consequences that flow from that unscriptural
word 8Wn)Ko,.t What though the erring Greek Church embody
the expression in its liturgies ~ Rome has ever proudly claimed to
be the conserver of the glories of Mary, and to Rome does the trust
rightfully belong. Never once in the New Testament is " the Mother
of Jesus" held forth as being the Mother of DEITY, or even alluded
to as being anything else than the favoured instrument of bringing
into this fallen world the" flesh" or " manhood,"t which, according
to the councils of Jehovah the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
Christ took "into God." Where is Mary called the "Mother of

* The fallacy and heresy of 0'0'OKO< are to be found in confusing the
two infinitely dissimilar propositions-Mary was the Mother of HIM Who is
God-and, Mary was the MOTHER of GOD.
t In an essay published by the Rev. O. Shipley, "On the Cultus of the
Blessed Virgin Mary " (Longmans, fourth edition, p. 62), the writer approvingly
remarks: "In like manner the Council of Ephesus, when it gave to our
Lady the title of Theotokos, produced a seed from which subsequent doctrines
were the legitimate growth." The same writer concludes his essay with
these noteworthy words: "Why do they of the Roman Obedience exaggerate
the faults of their brethren of the Anglican Communion? Why are Anglicans
so bitter against Romans? 'Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong
one to another?' We may hope that, as the mists of error disperse, and
the light of Divine Truth shines more clearly upon the Church, Anglicans
will see the necessity, as well as the propriety, of the Cultus of our Lady.
The doctrine of the Incarnation of the Son is incomplete without there be
held with it the fact of the sinless life of His Mother. Can the worship of
the Incarnate Son be perfect without the Cultus of His sinless Mother?
It is the 'missing link' that has so long severed the Anglican from corn·
munion with both East and West. To join again the broken chain will
surely bring that blessing which the Son of Mary once pronounced, 'Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.''' What
impartial reader can now doubt that the germ of Mary-worship is found
in a love of this false Motherhood of Mary?
t See Athanasian Creed.
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God "-where, but in the pages of human tradition? A doctrine so
monstrously absurd as that the creature is superior to the Creator
has no place in the pages of Divine truth. Yet, the Romish theory
now adopted by the Ritualists is that God was born of Mary.
That the worship of the Virgin is, by means of this popular hymnal,
sought to be propagated in our cathedrals, churches, schools, and
families, will become apparent upon a consideration of the following
facts ;(a) The frequent use of the unscriptural and Romish appellation" Son of Mary." The Holy Ghost has indeed, and with intention,
proclaimed Jehovah-Jesus to be-" Son of Abraham," assertive of
His covenant relation to " the seed"; to be " Son of Man," no fewer
than sixty-six times in the four Gospels, expressive of His Incarnation;
and" Son of David," affirmative of His royal dominion and prerogatives. But where has He once been spoken of as Son of Mary. as Son of anyone of the human race in particular? It was necessary
that to redeem His" brethren" He should take part of " the same"
flesh as the" children," but of what individual is nowhere in inspired
Scripture made matter of spiritual significance. Who, then, can
doubt the intention of the frequent repetition of the phrase "Son
of Mary" in Hymns Ancient and Modern? In one hymn alone
(number 399), the title occurs no fewer than six times in as many
verses. Obviously the purpose of this reiteration is to familiarize
the mind with the relation in which the Son of God is by Romanists
placed to the Virgin, and to exalt the Virgin at the expense of the Son.
(f3) The prominence given throughout the work to the relative term
"Mother." A careful analysis of the hymnal has revealed the fact
that the references to Mary as Mother, and the references to God as
Father, stand thus: Mary is referred to 56 times in 34 hymns, while
God is referred to 84 times in 63 hymns, the proportions being nearly
5 to 8! Thus, by omitting the doxologies, Mary's praises are almost
on a par with those of the Divine Father (vide Thoughts on Hymns
Ancient and Modern). Did Jesus, the Son of God, once call Mary
Mother? Not even once in the whole course of the four Gospels.
Let a comparison then be made between the Bible and Hymns Ancient
and Modern, and the reader will fail to find any warrant for that
Romish compilation being bound up as it now is with our Scriptural
Prayer Book,* as though it were an integral part of our Protestant
Church services.

* The following letter, which appeared in the Rock since the preparation
of this paper for the press, remarl,ably confirms the above statement. It
is really carrying propagandist principles a little too far to thus attempt
to thrust this Popish hymnal upon unwilling purchasers.
" Sir,-I beg to call attention to the extensive way in which Hymns Ancient
and Modern are bound up with the Prayer Book, thus giving them the apparent
sanction of authority. The arrangement may be convenient for certain
persons, but objectionable to very many. I found, the other evening, that
I could not procure a small Prayer Book, at the shop of a tradesman who
had a large stock, without taking the Hymns too, quite as a matter of course,
as it seemed.-P. E."
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(y) The sufferings and sorrows of Mary are magnified in order to
aUract sympathy, and to deepen reverential feeling towards her. Hymn
117, a composition which owes its birth to the darkest and most
corrupt ages of Christendom, being ascribed to the year 1350, and
taken from a Romish priest's translation of the Paris Missal, thus
appeals to our English congregations:"At the cross her station keeping,
Stood the mournful Mother weeping,
Where He hung, the dying Lord;
For her soul of joy bereaved.
Bowed with anguish, deeply grieved,
Felt the sharp and piercing swore.
"Oh, how sad and sore distressed
Now was she, that Mother blessed
Of the sole-begotten One;
Deep the woe of her affiiction
When she saw the crucifixion
Of her ever-glorious Son.
"Who, on Christ's dear Mother gazing,
Pierced by anguish so amazing,
Born of woman would not weep?
Who on Christ's dear Mother thinking,
Such a cup of sorrow drinking,
Would not share her sorrows deep?
.. For His' people's sins chastised,
She beheld her Son despised,
Scourged, and crowned with thorns entwined;
Saw Him then from judgment taken,
And in death by all forsaken,
Till His spirit He resigned."

The drift of this Romish hymn is too obvious to need a word of
comment. Hymn 101 also only too clearly inculcates the same
Marian doctrine ;"Oh, hear that awful cry
Which pierced His Mother's heart,
As into God the Father's hands
He bade His soul depart."

Why call attention from the IJamb of God, His VIcarIOUS sufferings, His anguish, and meritorious death? Why surreptitiously
draw the Protestant worshipper aside by this gratuitous reference
to the apocryphal passion of the Virgin Mary? Indeed, it is open
to question by the Gospel narratives whether the Mother of our
Lord was not absent from Calvary when the curse-cry, "Eli, Eli,
lama sabacthani" was uttered by the forsaken Saviour. (See Mr.
McSorley's tract.) Again, whence did the compilers of Hymns Ancient
and Modern draw this unscriptural teaching? From the Roman
Breviary-thanks to another Roman Catholic priest-Eo Caswell.
Is such a hymnal, circulating to the extent of 8,000,000 copies, an
encouraging feature of our Church's present relations to purity of
worship and allegiance to the Word of God ?
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(8) The direct address of worship to the Virgin Mary. At first the
promoters of hymnological teaching sought to indoctrinate the
congregations of our churches only by small and well-disguised potions
of Marian poison. The presentation of idolatrous dogma was craftily
made in the original work, as we have seen. But suspicion having
been allayed by patronage obtained and popularity secured, the
compilers boldly brought out an "Appendix" which provided in
hymn 450 all that the Roman Catholic devotee of Mary could desire,
and put into the mouths of the members of the Protestant Church
of the Martyrs the following blasphemous language:"Shall we not love Thee, Mother dear,
\Vhom Jesus loves so well ?
And, to His glory, year by year,
Thy joy and honour tell ?

•

•

•

"And thee He chose from whom to take
True flesh His flesh to be ;
In It to suffer for our sake,
By It to make us free.

•
(Doxology)

•

•

"Jesu, the Virgin's holy Son,
We praise Thee and adore,
Who art with God the Father One
And Spirit evermore."

Briefly stated, the teaching of this hymn of eight verses is that of
the" Glories of Mary," by the Romish St. Alphonsus de Liguori, to
which Dr. Manning set his approving signature in 1868. If the
worship of a creature be idolatry, and Mary be a creature, then Hymns
Ancient and Modern is an educational manual in the school of idolatry.
If Mary be more than a creature, let it be proved by the Bible, and
then let bishop, priest, and deacon preach Rome's Gospel of Mary.
Then let our. churches be converted into temples for Mary-worship,
and the doctrine of the Trinity be forthwith superseded by the new
revelation, the celestial queenship of the Madonna, and the approved
extravagancies* of the immaculate conception and the miraculous
assumption.
"No less almighty at His birth
Than on His throne supreme;
His shoulders held up heaven and earth
While Mary held up Him."
(Hart's Hymns.)

* The writer of the Ritualistic essay on The Cultus of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, published by the Rev. O. Shipley, boldly avows his belief in the
dogma of the" Immaculate Conception," and even quotes the Pope's Bull
of Dec. 8th, 1854, in support of it. (See p. 69 of the essay.)
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lLtebieb.lS anll jl,otices of 113oots.
THE REAFFIRMATION OF REFORMATION DOCTRINE. Price 2d., postage
id. (G. H. Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
This special issue of Watching and Waiting for December is wholly
occupied with the report of addresses at two meetings held in Highgate
Road Chapel, London, on Sept. 28th and 29th, 1938. The subjects
considered were: (1) "The Reformation and the Bible," by Pastor
C. Leopold Clarke; (2)" The Fight for the Reformation Illustrated
by Czechoslovakia," by Rev. Dr. Alison Weeks, Rector of Fenny
Compton and Hon. Clerical Superintendent of the Protestant Reformation Society; (3) "The Reformation and Justification," by Rev.
Thomas Houghton, Vicar of Whitington and Editor of this magazine;
(4) "The Reformation and Divine Sovereignty," by Pastor H. J. Galley,
of Bath.
In reference to Nos. 1, 2, and 4, we can very warmly reco=end
the purchase of this special issue of Watching and Waiting. In reference to No. 3, on " The Reformation and Justification," we offer no
remarks as the address on that subject was given by ourselves.
WE have received the sixty-fifth Annual Report of the Gospel Book
Mission to the Army and Navy, for the year ended 30th September,
1938. Mr. R. E. Brider, 21, Firfield Street, Totterdown, Bristol, 4,
has charge of this important work. The object of the Mission is to
receive gospel literature, including bound volumes, magazines, Bibles,
Testaments, etc., for free distribution among soldiers, sailors, airmen,
and merchant seamen. During the year, Mr. Brider has despatched
1000 parcels to the 180 stations he has on his books. All parcels
and boxes of books should be sent to him carriage paid.
Warm letters of thanks for the parcels sent out by Mr. Brider are
r~gularly received from workers among the soldiers, sailors, and
aIrmen.
Subscriptions in aid of this work are always gladly welcomed by
Mr. Brider. Mr. Brider is in delicate health, but he still perseveres
in his labours. He has no salary, but entirely depends on the Lord
for his own personal support and that of his wife. The Mission Fund
itself is used entirely for the expense of despatching parcels to the
various stations.
"To make redemption larger than electing love is to overlay the
foundation; which, all men know, is a very momentous error in
building, especially of such a tower whose top must reach to heaven.
It therefore behoves us to see that we separate not what God hath
conjoined, either by stretching or straining the bounds He hath set."(Elisha Goles.)

