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A COMPASSIONATE GOD.
" He had compassion on His people, and on His dwelling place."
-2 CHRONICLES xxxvi. 15.

ARTICLES for our Magazine have necessarily to be written a
considerable time before they appear in print. If it were possible
to write them a few days before the Magazine were issued they
would no doubt make some direct or indirect reference to current
events, but whatever events are taking place in the world at any
given time the Word of GOD is suitable and appropriate to the
needs of GOD'S family. We propose to write on this occasion on
"Our Compassionate GOD." That is a topic which is always
appropriate. We need Divine compassion every day. As we look
back on the past year we shall be constrained to say, " It is of the
LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions
fail not. They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness"
(Lam. iii. 22, 23).
The wars in China and in Europe have brought death to thousands
and great suffering to millions. In so far as we have been spared,
it is due to the LORD'S mercies, not to any merits of our own.
His compassions have not failed. We are monuments of His grace
and mercy.
Every morning of the past year His new compassions have been
experienced, and we shall still need them. It is fitting then that
we should, at the opening of a new year, think of our compassionate
GOD, and meditate on the compassions which proceed from Him.
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In Old Testament times there was a distinction between GOD'S
people and His dwelling place. His people in a pre-eminent and
special sense were the people of Israel. He loved them and He
chose them to be His peculiar people. He separated them from
all the people on the face of the earth. Then, having brought
them into the land which He had promised to them for an everlasting
possession, He chose Zion or Jerusalem to be His dwelling place.
"This," He said, "is My rest for ever: here will I dwell: for I
have desired it" (see Ps. cxxxii. 13, 14).
Here the temple was built, the sanctuary in which He intended
symbolically to dwell. (See Exod. xxv. 8.) His glory filled it,
and He dwelt between the cherubims which formed part of the
mercy-seat. With this thought in His mind the ·Psalmist said,
"Give ear, 0 SHEPHERD of Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph like
a flock; Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth"
(Ps. lxxx. 1). Now, however, there is no longer any distinction
betwen His people and His dwelling place. The temple has been
destroyed. His presence is not now in any sense localized in any
material building. There is no place in which He specially dwells,
but He dwells in the hearts of all His people, and they are now a
spiritual temple. " Ye," says the Apostle Paul to all believers,
"are the temple of the living GOD; as GOD hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their GOD, and
they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
Whether we are Jews or Gentiles, if we are called by Divine
grace, we constitute the temple of GOD and at the same time we
are His people. What was said then of Israel and of the temple
at Jerusalem, is now true of the Church of GOD, and it is mercifully
true of the members of His Church that the LORD GOD "has
compassion on His people and on His dwelling place." Let us
on the opening month of this new year think of GOD as a compassionate GOD.
1. First, notice that lIe has compassion on His people in spite of
their sins.
How true this was of Israel in the time referred to in the Book of
Chronicles. The king of J udah then was Zedekiah, and we read
that "he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, and
humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from
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the mouth of the LORD." "He stiffened his neck, and hardened
his heart from turning unto the LORD GOD of Israel." Then we
read that ". all the chiefs of the priests, and the people transgressed
very much after the abominations of the heathen; and polluted
the house of the LORD which He had hallowed in Jerusalem."
Yet the LORD was patient with them. He did not immediately
visit upon them the judgment which they deserved, and the
reason given is, "because He had compassion on His people, and
on His dwelling place."
What about His people to-day 1 What about His people who
are regular readers of this Magazine 1 We have daily throughout
the past year experienced His compassion. But must it not be
said of us that He has had daily compassion on us in spite of our
unworthiness. Even though our sins have not taken the form
which the sins of GOD'S ancient people took, yet must we not all
acknowledge that we have often sinned in our thoughts, our words,
and our deeds against our compassionate GOD 1 We have often
done what we ought not to have done, and left undone what we
ought to have done. Yet, think of it; He has had compassion
on us.
With Dr. Watts we can thankfully say,
" But Thy compassions, LORD,
To endless years endure;
And children's children ever find
Thy words of promise sure."

t
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2. Secondly, notice how GOD has manifested His compassion.
He sent messengers to His people to warn and to instruct them.
" The LORD GOD of their fathers sent to them by His messengers,
rising up betimes, and sending" (verse 15). He is represented as
rising up early to send to His people His messengers, suggesting
His earnest zeal in warning His people of the awful nature of
their sins, and of the chastisement He would be obliged to bring
upon them if they continued in their evil ways. .
Jeremiah refers to this when he says, " The LORD hath sent unto
you all His servants the prophets, rising early and sending them;
but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. They
said, Turn ye again now everyone from his evil way, and from the
evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD hath given
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unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever. And go not after
other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and provoke Me
not to anger with the works of your hands; and I will do you no
hurt."
Thus GOD warned them by His messengers. But now read on
and see what follows. " Yet ye have not hearkened unto Me,
saith the LORD; that ye might provoke Me to anger with the
works of your hands to your own hurt" (Jer. xxv. 4-7).
The LORD'S compassion in sending His messengers did not cease,
however, in Old Testament times. John the Baptist was another
messenger. "This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send My
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare Thy way before
Thee" (Matt. xi. 10). But how was John received? Hear our
LORD'S testimony. Addressing the chief priests and elders-the
religious leaders of GOD'S ancient people, He said, "The publicans
and the harlots go into the kingdom of GOD before you. For
John came unto you in the way of righteousness and ye believed
him not" (Matt. xxi. 23, 31, 32).
The greatest Messenger, however, Whom the FATHER sent was
His only-begotten SON-" the Messenger of the Covenant." He
sent Him as the Prophet Who spake the words of GOD, as the Priest
to make atonement for the sins of His people, and as the King Who
would rule in the hearts of His people. Here indeed was the
greatest manifestation of Divine compassion. Who can fathom
the depths of GOD'S compassion and love, which led Him to send
His only-begotten, His eternal, and His well-beloved SON to be
the SAVIOUR of His people? Such compassion should never be
forgotten. We who have experienced some of its saving results
should never tire of calling it to mind.
Then all the apostles were Divinely-inspired and Divinely-sent
messengers of GOD to His people, and their inspired utterances
still stand to instruct and comfort us.
Since apostolic times GOD has continually raised up Spirittaught men to preach His Word, to warn, to instruct and to edify,
as well as to comfort His people. All these messengers, and
especially the great Messenger of the everlasting Covenent are
evidences of GOD'S compassion towards His people. The whole
Bible, inspired by CHRIST'S SPIRIT, is the message and Word of GOD
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to His people, given to them to make them wise unto salvation
through faith which is in CHRIST JESUS.
Thus the people of GOD to-day experience the tender compassion
of their compassionate GOD. If there are in different parts of the
country a remnant of faithful ministers of the Gospel who preach
the old truths and walk in the old paths, it is a manifestation of
GOD'S compassion. We need to value more than we do every
heaven-sent messenger of the pure Gospel in these dark and evil
days.
3. Thirdly, notice now how the messengers, Divinely-sent in compassion, were treated.
"They mocked the messengers of GOD . . . and misused His
prophets." That was the way GOD'S messengers were treated.
They scoffed at and ridiculed them, and they even ill-treated and
slew them.
Ahab threatened to take Elijah's life. A king of Israel said,
" GOD do so and more also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of
Shaphat shall stand on him this day" (2 Kings vi. 31).
Of Zechariah the son ofJ ehoiada we read, " They conspired against
him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king,
in the court of the house of the LORD" (2 Chron. xxiv. 21).
Jeremiah, for his faithful testimony, was cast into the dungeon
of Malchiah. "They let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the
dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in
the mire" (Jer. xxxviii. 6).
John the Baptist was" a man sent from GOD," but he was
beheaded.
CHRIST Himself was sent by the FATHER, but they said, "This
is the Heir; come, let us kill Him," and they crucified the LORD
of glory.
The apostles were Divinely-sent messengers, but they, in many
cases, were imprisoned and put to death. The leading Reformers
in our own land were sent of GOD to open to the people the great
truths of the Reformation, but they were burnt at the stake.
John Bunyan was a heaven-sent messenger, but for many years he
suffered in Bedford jail. .
In reference to the treatment of GOD'S faithful messengers our
LORD said, "Behold, I send you prophets, and wise men, and
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scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of
them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them
from city to city: that upon you may come all the righteous blood
shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the
blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the
temple and the altar" (Matt. xxiii. 34, 35).
As the messengers of GOD were scoffed at and ill-treated, so
their words were despised, and these words were really the words
of GoD. They despised His words. Instead of humbly
trembling at His word, they despised and turned a deaf ear to
the inspired words of His messengers. The tender compassion of
GOD for His people led Him to send His messengers and to communicate His word to them, but this was the way the messengers and
their message was treated.
All this is solemn teaching, and we who are His people to-day
need to ask, are we in any measure guilty of the sins of which the
nation of Israel were guilty? In large measure they were only
outwardly His people, but even the real people of GOD may in
some measure be guilty of these sins. Faithful messengers are
often not as valued as they ought to be. Many of GOD'S people
are content to listen to them only once on the LORD'S day instead
of twice, and the hearts of such men are often saddened and
depressed by the lighthearted way in which some of their hearers
treat their ministry.
Then what about His words ~ What about the treatment
accorded to the written Word of GOD even by His own people,
and the treatment accorded to the same Word when spoken by
faithful messengers ~ We are bidden to receive with meekness
the engrafted Word, but how much of that Word is rejected even
by real believers. It is acknowledged that some of the doctrines
of GOD'S Word are mysterious beyond our power to explain fully.
But it d~es not become us to reject what is plainly revealed, even
if we cannot fully fathom it.
Yet many deliberately reject doctrines plainly taught, or deliberately ignore them, and their interpretation of other portions of
Scripture is often ill-balanced and unsound, because they pass by
and ignore other portions of Scripture which form a real part of
GOD'S revealed will.
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What shall be said of the precepts of GOD'S Word and the treatment accorded to them? There can be no doubt that the Word of
GOD teaches us that we should come out from the world and be
separate. "If any man love the world, the love of the FATHER
is not in him." "The friendship of the world is enmity with
GOD." "A friend of the world is the enemy of GOD" (James iv. 4).
Yet how worldly are the lives of many of the true people of GOD.
They turn a deaf ear to much that GOD has spoken. They are
unwilling to break fully with the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Thus in so far as we fail to receive humbly all that GOD has revealed,
and to walk in full and holy conformity to all His precepts, we
may be said to be insubordinate to His Word.
There can be no doubt that large numbers of mere professors
regard parts of His Word as mere legends and fables, and they
think lightly of sabbath observance, and in many ways they lightheartedly conform to much that is worldly. It may be added that
our LORD rebuked some real disciples for being slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets had spoken.
4. Lastly, notice how Divine compassion was followed by Divine
chastisement.
In the case of the people of Israel their rejection of GOD'S
messengers and GOD'S message went on "until the wrath of the
LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy. Therefore
He brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their
young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and
had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him
that stooped for age: He gave them all into his hand. . . . And
they burnt the house of GOD, and brake down the w.all of Jerusalem,
and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the
goodly vessels thereof. And them that had escaped from the
sword carried he away to Babylon" (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16-20).
Here we see plainly that war is a Divine judgment; that it
is Divinely sent as a chastisement upon nations for their sins, and
that it is terrible in its effects when it comes.
While we are writing, the great European War, begun by Hitler,
is raging. How long it will last and how awful and terrible its
effects, none can say. But Scripture plainly teaches that it is
one of GOD'S sore judgments visited upon nations for their sins.
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It may be that a government may make every effort to avoid war,
and that from some points of view they may be blameless in regard
to precipitating so terrible a scourge upon themselves and other
nations. GOD may be using the man who is pre-eminently guilty
of causing a war as a scourge in His hand to chastise many nations,
our own amongst them, for manifold national sins. Hence we do
well to realize that we are a guilty nation. In many outstanding
ways sin lieth at our door. Despite all our national and spiritual
privileges we are in the main a nation guilty of many transgressions.
Sabbath desecration, the covetousness associated with gambling,
the love of pleasure rather than the love of GOD, drunkenness and
abounding immorality, all are transgressions of GOD'S law. All
are sins, and the wages of sin is death.
Add to all these the sins of the professing Church. Think of
the rejection of the doctrine of justification by faith, the belief in
salvation by human merit, the idolatry of the mass, and the
modernistic rejection of all the great Evangelical doctrines, and
do we not see that sin lieth even at the door of the professing
Church ~
Moreover the LORD'S true people must bow their heads in shame
for sins various in character and manifold in number. Truly we
need to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of our GOD.
Truly in this dark hour in our national history we need to put
away all pride, self-confidence, and boasting, and cry unto GOD to
deal not with us according to our sins, nor reward us according
to our iniquities.
It is an immense comfort to know that though the LORD chastises
His people He never casts them off. This is true of His people
Israel. Terrible indeed have been their chastisements for their
manifold and mighty sins, but they are still beloved, and the day
is coming when their sun shall no more go down, neither shall
their moon withdraw itself: but the LORD shall be their everlasting
light, and the days of their mourning shall be ended (see Isa. Ix. 20).
The spiritual Israel, too, though chastised from time to time for
their sins will never be finally cast off. Nothing can separate
them from the love of GOD which is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD.
As we look back upon the past year, then, let us thankfully
recall the tender mercies and the manifold compassions of our
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GOD, and as we think of His rod chastising the nations by war,
our own included, let us humble ourselves before Him and cry
unto Him for fresh exhibitions of His mercy, goodness, and compassion. Let us also seek to profit by all this solemn discipline.
But let us not lose heart. "The mercy of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him" (Ps. ern. 17).
We who are members, through infinite grace, of the LORD'S
family can go forward into the new year assured that "the LORD
hath been mindful of us" and that" He will bless" (Ps. cxv. 12).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THE CLEANSING BLOOD.
" THE blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John
i. 7). "Cleanseth,' says the text-not "shall cleanse." . . . Some
imagine that a sense of pardon is an attainment only obtainable after
many years of Christian experience. But forgiveness of sin is a present
thing-a privilege this day, a joy for this hour. The moment a sinner
trusts Jesus he is fully forgiven. The text being written in the present
tense, also indicates continuance; it was" cleanseth" yesterday, it is
" cleanseth ' to-day, it will be " cleanseth" to-morrow. It will be
always so with you, Christian, until you cross the river. Every hour
you may come to this fountain, for it cleanseth still. Notice likewise
the completeness of the cleansing. "The blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin"-not only from sin, but" from all sin."
Reader, I cannot tell you the exceeding sweetness of this word, but I
pray God the Holy Ghost to give you a taste of it. Manifold are our
sins against God. Whether the bill be little or great, the same receipt
can discharge one as the other. The blood of Jesus Christ is as blessed
and Divine a payment for the transgressions of blaspheming Peter
as for the shortcomings of loving John. Our iniquity is gone, all gone
at once, and all gone for ever. Blessed completeness!
" Sins against a holy GOd;
Sins against His righteous laws;
Sins against His love, His blood;
Sins against His name and cause ;
Sins immense as is the seaFrom them all He cleanseth me."

-Spurgeon's Evening Readings.
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A NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE AGAINST DEPRESSION.
" But I will remember the years of the right hand of the most High."
-PSALM lxxvii. 10.

IN the providence of God we enter upon a new year. At the time of
writing we are obliged to say that the year 1939 has been in many
respects a sad one. The dread of another great war has been more
or less present to all our minds. The possibility of such a terrible
event gradually increased in force, then at last on the third of
September it became a very real thing. So full of dread were many
people that they voluntarily removed to places where they expected
to be fairly safe from air raids. Many of the Lord's people no
doubt gave way to great fear. Natural nervousness of temperament accounts in some degree for the fears of God's people. Yet
it must be owned that fear implies a lack of full faith in God. If
faith is in full exercise we shall not be afraid of evil tidings. Our
hearts will be fixed, trusting in the Lord.
But which of us is at all times exercising full faith in God? Do
not fears more or less take possession of all our hearts? David
said on one occasion, "The terrors of death are fallen upon me.
Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath
overwhelmed me" (Ps. Iv. 4, 5). Another of God's servants got
so depressed that he said, "Will the Lord cast off for ever? and
will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone for
ever? Doth His promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten
to be gracious ~ Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? "
(Ps. lxxvii. 7-9).
Now we may answer at once and say that God will never cast
off His people and never cease to be favourable to them. If we ask,
" Is His mercy clean gone for ever? " the answer is, "The mercy
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear
Him" (Ps. ciii. 17). Moreover, a mother may forget the son of
her womb, but God will not forget His people. How can He when
He has graven them upon the palms of His hands? The palms
of His hands are always before Him, and so are His people. (See
Isa. xlix. 15, 16.)
Such questions which arise in the mind about the Lord's
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faithfulness, His grace, and His mercy are really due to our
infirmity. They indicate weakness of faith, deficiency ill the
knowledge of His ways, and weakness of nerves.
vVe need then to correct these depressing thoughts by remembering the years in which the right hand of the most High was
stretched forth in power on behalf of His people. We need with
the Psalmist to say, "I will remember the works of the Lord:
surely I will remember Thy wonders of old. I will meditate also
of Thy work, and talk of Thy doings ... Who is so great a God
as our God? Thou art a God that doest wonders. Thou hast
declared Thy strength among Thy people."
Even though the past year has brought with it many trials
arising from the international situation and the power of the world,
the flesh and the devil, yet many and great have been His mercies
to His people, and to us amongst the number. How much worse
our state might have been. Think of the multitudes who through
war in China and in Europe have had to leave their homes, their
property, and all they possessed, and flee from the face of an
invader. Think, too, of the thousands of families who have been
plunged into mourning by the sudden loss of dear ones through
bombs and torpedoes and cannon and shell. Yet we are spared,
and it may be we can still live in our usual abodes, gather round
our tables a~d our fires, and sleep comfortably in our beds. Truly,
even in this time of war we are experiencing His lovingkindnesses
and tender mercies. But the question may arise in our hearts,
Will these mercies continue? What sort of a year will 1940 be
to us? Will it be marked by further manifestations of God's mercy
and favour ?
1. This question may be answered first by pointing to the express
promises wh1'ch God has given to His people.
He has given us the assurance of Ht's perpetual presence.

" Lo,
I am with you alway" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
He hath said, " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb.
xiii. 5).
We may therefore count upon His presence with us during all
the days of this new year. And we may ask, Can He be with us
and see our needs and not supply them? Can He behold us day
by day and not pity us and show mercy to us? Is it not said that
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"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear him" 1
He has given us the assurance oJ His abiding mercy. His mercy
is "from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him"
(Ps. ciii. 17). That covers all the new year.
He has given us the assurance oJ His abiding love. Suffering for
Christ's sake may be our portion, but separation from His love
can never be our experience. Nothing in the present, nothing in
the future, and nothing in heaven above or in the earth beneath,
or in the waters under the earth "shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (See
Rom. viii. 35-39.)
He has given us the assurance of His abiding Jaithfulness.
He is "the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him and keep His commandments to a
thousand generations" (Deut. vii. 9). He is "faithful and
just to forgive us our sins" (1 John i. ·9). "His faithfulness
reacheth unto the clouds" (Ps. xxxvi. 5). It is "great" in
character (Lam. iii. 23). His" faithfulness is unto all generations"
(Ps. cxix. 90). All generations of His people shall experience
it. It will be manifested to all future members of His redeemed
family. "He abideth faithful" (2 Tim. ii. 13). He is faithful to
all His promises. It will be a good thing, then, if we show forth
His lovingkindness in the mornings of 1940 and His faithfulness
every night. (See Ps. xcii. 1, 2.)
He has given to us the assurance of His power.
We are" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation"
(1 Pet. i. 5). Added to these He has given us the assurance oJ
His providence.
" No good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"
, (Ps. lxxxiv. 11). "They that seek the Lord shall not want any
good thing" (Ps. xxxiv. 10).
Are not these exceeding great and precious promises sufficient
to assure us that 1940 will be no exception to the experience of
His goodness and mercy 1
2. Secondly, the question, Will He continue His mercy? may be
answered by remembering the past exhibitions of His love and mercy
to His people.
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" I will remember the years of the right hand of the most High."
Let us remember, His right hand in redeeming His people. "Thy
right hand, 0 Lord, is become glorious in power: Thy right hand,
o Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. . . . Thou stretchedst
out Thy right hand, the earth swallowed them" (Exod. xv. 6, 12).
This is how Moses spoke of the hand of the Lord in delivering
His people from the power of Pharaoh and the bondage of Egypt.
The same right hand was put forth to bring about the incarnation,
the atoning death, the resurrection and exaltation of the Surety
of the everlasting Covenant of grace. By the right hand of the
Lord the people of God have been redeemed from the curse of
the law, and are being conducted to the glories of heaven.
Let us remember the right hand ofthe Lord in guiding and supporting
H1's people. He went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, and
by night in a pillar of fire. He fed them with manna from heaven
and with water from the rock He quenched their thirst.
The same God says to His people in the year 1940, "Fear thou
not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God:
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Is. xli. 10).
Let us re1nember His victorious hand. Israel took possession of
the promised land in spite of the seven nations greater and mightier
than themselves. How did they manage it ~ " They got not the
land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm
save them: but Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of
Thy countenance, because Thou hadst a favour unto them" (Ps.
. xliv. 3).
In like manner our victories over the world, the flesh, and the
devil are gained by His right hand, and His holy arm. In like
manner, if we are to be victorious over our national enemies at
this solemn time in our history, it must be by His mighty hand
of power. "If God be for us, who can be against us ~ "
As our God is unchangeable it follows that if His right hand and
His holy arm were stretched forth for His people in the past, He
will still stretch forth His right hand for us in the future. Let
us then for our encouragement remember the years in which the
right hand of the most High was displayed on behalf of His people,
and let us remember that the same Lord Who hath been mindful
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of us in the past will bless us in the future. It is always true that
" the right hand of the Lord doth valiantly" (Ps. cxviii. 16).
With John Newton let us believingly and trustfully say again;" He Who hath helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
THE EDITOR.

POIGNANT PRAYER OF AUGUSTINE.
BEFORE Thine eyes, 0 Lord, we bring our offences.
We compare them with the stripes we have received.
If we consider the evil we have wrought, what we have suffered is
little, what we deserve is great.
We feel the puniShment of sin, yet withdraw not from the obstinacy
of sinning.
Under Thy lash our inconstancy is visited, but our sinfulness is
not changed.
Our suffering soul is tormented, but our neck is not bent.
If Thou spare us, we correct not our ways;. if Thou punish we
cannot endure it.
In time of correction we confess our wrong doing; after Thy visitation we forget we have wept.
If Thou stretchest forth Thine hand we promise amendment; if
Thou withholdest the sword we keep not our promise.
If Thou strikest we cry out for mercy; if Thou sparest we provoke
Thee to strike again.
Here we are before Thee, 0 Lord, shameless criminals.
We know that unless Thou pardon we shall deservedly perish.
Grant then, 0 Heavenly Father, without our deserving it, the pardon
we plead. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

LUTHER AND THE LORD'S COMING.
"WE, because we believe, will speak and set forth the wonderful
works of the Lord, so long as we have breath, and will endure the
persecutions of our adversaries until the time that Christ, our high
Bishop and King, shall come from heaven, Who, we hope, will come
shortly, as a just Judge, to take vengeance of all those that obey not
His Gospel. So be it."-On Galatians iv. 17.

J
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord, which He will show you to-day: for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no
more for ever.
" The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.
" And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto Me? speak
unto the children of Israel, thattheygoforward."-ExoDus xiv. 13-15.
Two commands in these verses with their very opposite action,
" Stand still" and " Go forward" -the one from His servant Moses
and the other from Moses' God. They are folded between those words
which have never failed to encourage God's tempted, fearing, and
defenceless people in all ages. "The Lord shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace." Fighting and peace, journeyings and standing
still, fears and quietness, storm and calm, dangers and deliveranceall go to make up the experience of every good soldier of Jesus Christ
on his way to the celestial city. The children of Israel had gone out
at the Divine command to His servant Moses, their leader, and they
had gone with "an high hand"; and were encamped "before
Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baal-zephon."
It would seem a natural conclusion for Pharaoh to say they were
thus " entangled" and shut in by the wilderness; and so they were
naturally, but it made all the difference that the Lord was about to
fight for them and bring about a mighty and complete deliverance.
Oh! He can and does make a way in your and my wilderness, child
of God. He has His path in the mighty waters and every obstacle
must be swept away when He arises to deliver His child. The King
of Egypt prepares for a mighty overthrow; takes his "chosen chariots
and all the chariots of Egypt" to pursue the host of the Israelites,
but all is vain if the Lord is not with him. And just so for you and me.
"In vain shall earth and hell oppose,
The Lord is mightier than His foes."

The harrassed and perplexed children of Israel see the Egyptians
gaining upon them, the vast and superior host after an earthly caloulation; and fears are well nigh overwhelming them. "They were
sore afraid . . . and cried out unto the Lord." But the God of Moses
had spoken to His servant. Would He not now make good His word?
The "meek" servant of J ehovah is doubtless sending up his heart
in earnest prayer, whilst stilling the people and in quiet confidence
resting upon an unfailing Jehovah Who would" fight for them and
they should hold their peace," as indeed the sequel proved.
Let us pause here to ask ourselves the question, have we heard the
voice of command in our chequered histories, and known something
of the depths of its meaning amid all the agitation and unquiet, distress
2
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and fears? Stand still! A hard lesson this to the natural inclination,
and the last thing one would do if left to one's own feelings. Just to
stand still, be nothing, do nothing, escape nowhere for one's urgent
safety. Take no step when the enemy seems now close on your heels
for your final overthrow. To stand still in all this and learn absolute
obedience; to stand still and strengthen oneself thereby in the Only
Helper; to stand still when all things seem to impel one to move and
take worldly-wise action, to stand still and cease thereby from self to
lean the harder upon Him; or as the apostle enjoined his Philippian
brethren, " Stand fast, dearly beloved, in the Lord." Oh! these are
parts of His ways with His people that bring them to know something
of their nothingness in and of themselves, and their alone hope in
their delivering God. That is where you and I are, child of God, as
regards our spiritual salvation, and well can we enter into dear Hart's
verses : "Oh, what a narrow, narrow path,
Is that which leads to life !
Some talk of works, and some of faith,
With warmth, and zeal, and strife.
" But after all that's said and done,
Let men think what they will,
The strength of every tempted son
Consists in standing still.
" But for a living soul to stand
By thousand dangers scar'd,
And feel destruction close at hand,
Oh! this indeed is hard.
" Give pow'r and will; and then command;
And we will follow Thee ;
And when we're frighten'd, bid us stand
And Thy salvation see."

Oh! beloved reader, there are depths of His never-failing skill to
be discovered when He bids a child of His to stand still. It is to
remind him that He holdeth our soul in life and suffereth not our Jeet
to be moved. He has all the government and responsibility on His
shoulders and He is thy Lord and thy King. You and I will be constrained to say how wise and strong His hand was in restraining us,
and upholding us, and how perfect, right and just are all His ways
for His saints. Depend upon it, the Lord your God will have His
way in the whirlwind and the storm, and bring His children to depend
more entirely upon Him, and cease from man and self in all their
journeyings through this wilderness world.
The afterward in Israel's history proved all this and the infinite
wisdom of their God in His commands. They were first commanded
to stand still, and that whilst the enemy was pursuing and fast gaining
upon them. But they were to " see the salvation of their God," and
that because " The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your
peace." All of which came assuredly to pass as the Lord had spoken.
For " hath He not said and will He not do it ?" Has the Lord ever
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broken His word? Has a promise of His ever yet been forfeited ?
Is He not what He said He was and would be to all His saints of every
generation? "God is not a man that He should lie, neither the son
of man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it,
or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good? " (Num. xxiii. 19).
And yet you and I are just like all the rest who have gone before us
and proved the unchangeable faithfulness of their God. Zion saith,
"the Lord hath forsaken me," in her moments of despair, but the
Lord her God has spoken: "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
'yes, all through the ages His word has challenged the fears of all
His people. "Is Mine arm shortened that it cannot save? "
Oh ! the picture before us, the history of the children of Israel in
all their unthankful and murmuring behaviour, is an earthly story
with a heavenly meaning. "The Church in the wilderness" is a
representative Church of the firstborn whose names are written in
heaven. The mountains of sin on each side of them impassable; the
foe behind, fears within, and no way of escape, except through the
Red Sea of Christ's precious blood.
" And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains."

He has made for them a safe passage through the deep waters, and" by
a new and living way which He has consecrated for us," given us a
right to " enter into the holiest," and to be brought safe home at last.
The Israelites had been brought to that posture, to stand still to
await His time, whereby they should presently prove what a salvation
and deliverance was in store for them. And now they go forward in
His time to find a path for them in the divided mighty waters, and a
dry passage over the very waters themselves, being as a wall on their
right hand and on their left, whilst the Egyptians, their pursuing enemy,
essaying to do so, were drowned.
And we, through the precious redeeming blood which hath washed
us and kept us all our life through, and will preserve us to our latest
breath unto His heavenly kingdom, will one and all pass clean over
the waters of death, and
"When the shore is gained at last,
Who will count the trials past? "

Thus, beloved, in looking back over Israel's history, let us seek to
gather out of the lesson a spirit of humble obedience and to stand still
at God's command; stand still to consider the wonderful works of our
God which are very faithfulness and truth to all His people; stand
still, and recall His past favours and mercies and deliverances, and
muse on all His faithful promises which He is bound to fulfil in His
own time and way. Stand still that' God alone shall be glorified and
we be as clay in the hands of the Heavenly Potter. Thus equipped
with renewed strength and promised blessing for all those who wait
for Him, we shall go forward in the unknown of another new year and
be led by Him Who has promised to go before and be His children's
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Guide. He will fulfil His own word of promise, "I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee"; for He is a keeping, upholding, sustaining,
and delivering God. And the souls thus brought to repose their all
on Jesus can in humble, holy confidence say, " This God is our God
for ever and ever: He will be our Guide even unto death." Therefore
" Fear ye not," " The Lord shall fight for you," and ye shall" see the
salvation of the Lord."
R.
THE DUTCH PRIME MINISTER AND CONFIDENCE IN GOD.
THE Times for Tuesday, November 14, 1939, reported that on
November 13th the Dutch Prime Minister, Jonkheer de Geer, delivered
a broadcast speech to the people of Holland. There had been rumours
that Germany would invade Holland and the speech was designed to
quieten the minds of the people. The Prime Minister said, " I hope
that these words may restore the peace of mind of those who have
been showing signs of nervousness. We should thank God for the
blessings He has vouchsafed us until now, and we should consider it
our duty to promote peace and thus to serve others. Every neutral
nation is a light in the darkness which has fallen upon Europe; our
neutrality is therefore a matter of high importance, and of its maintenance we have not the right to despair. Our future is in the hands of
God; perhaps we shall have to face affliction, which we cannot yet
foresee, . but even then we shall not allow despair to dominate our
spirit. We do our duty leaving the decision to God. However high
the waves may come we know that our Father is at the helm and our
spirits are quiet and cheerful."

CEASING QUARRELS FOR EVER.
A WRITER in a recent issue of The Times suggested that as a result of
federation, "the peoples who have developed modern European
civilization and diffused it throughout the world will cease their
quarrels for ever and unite as one country, inviting the smaller
democracies to join them. Would not this be the greatest achievement
and example for peace the world has ever known ~ "
All this sounds very attractive, but do Scripture, history, and experience warrant us to expect that fallen men in their unregenerate and
sinful state will ever attain to such a state of harmony and unanimity
that they will " cease their quarrels for ever " ~
When will men learn that " the heart is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked," and that from such a fountain of wickedness
permanent peace, harmony, and goodwill can never flow ~
That every right effort should be made to promote peace is our
duty, but it is vain to expect quarrels to cease for ever while sin
characterizes the human heart.
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Sermons anlJ N ottS of Sermons.
THE CHALLENGE OF FAITH.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.,
IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, ON OCTOBER 29TH, 1851.
" What shall we then say to these things?
against 1lS? "-ROMANS viii. 31.

If God be for us, who can be

I SUPPOSE, brethren, that there is not a portion of Scripture which is
more familiar to the experienced and tried Christian than the 8th
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans; and I suppose that every
member of the family of God has, at some time or other, found shelter
in the precious words which occur in the latter part of that chapter.
When we are endeavouring to afford consolation to a tried and buffeting
Christian friend, we almost instinctively turn to this portion of Scripture,
in order to set before him the gracious things which God has spoken
to His believing people. And it does seem to me that the few verses
which we find from the 30th verse to the end of the chapter, were put
here by God the Holy Ghost, to be a refutation of all those systems
which are abroad in the world, and which would impress upon their
adherents that it is dangerous for a man of God to have too confident
an assurance of his interest in the favour of the Lord. These verses
seem to me to have been written for the very purpose of showing that
a man of God cannot have too much of confidence and of assurance.
If this doctrine be abused, if people ignorantly pervert it, all we say
is, that every doctrine of Scripture has been so perverted. We have
nothing to do with that; the question is, Has God spoken? If He
has, then let us attend to what He has said.
Now, there are two questions in the verse which I have read to
you; the first is in the words, "What shall we then say to these
things?" It seems to be a note of admiration to something which
had gone before, and to which reference is made.
The other question is, " If God be for us, who can be against us ? "
And this question seems not to be put hypothetically, though the
word "if" is used, but rather consequentially. Since God is thus
for us, who can be against us ?
In order to enter into the force of these expressions, we must consider,
First, what the apostle means by " these things "-" What shall we
then say to these things? "
Secondly, the sum and substance of this preceding argument,
whatever it is, which is given in this little summary, " If God be for us."
Thirdly, the inference from all this, "If God be for us "-if that
fact be ascertained, " then who can be against us ? "
I need not remind any of you who are in the habit of reading your
Bibles, that the interrogatory form of expression is frequently used
by the Holy Ghost, in order to bring before us the strongest possible
denial or affirmation.
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It has been thought by some that when the apostle speaks of " these
things," to which, as I said, he appends this note of admiration, he
refers to the subject-matter of the preceding verses, in which he says:
"Whom He did" predestinate, them He also called; and whom He
called, them He also justified; and whom He justified, them He also
glorified."
It is true that we have, in this passage, a little epitome of Gospel
truth, beginning with that source from whence every blessing flows
to man-the sovereign and electing purpose of God; and then, giving
us a full presentment of the work of grace, from its commencement
till it issues in the ocean of glory above. But it appears to me that
the apostle refers to a wider range than this. It appears to me that,
taking a review of the argument which he had most elaborately and
minutely stated in the former part of his Epistle; that, as he gazed
upon that argument, standing out, as incontrovertibly as it does, he
exclaimed, " What shall we say to these things ~ "
Now, brethren, we are to examine this argument, in order that we
may see the force of this expression, and in order that we may see
what is the basis and ground of the confidence and assurance of a
Christian man. For, let me impress this upon you; there can be no
intelligent assurance, unless there is a clear apprehension of the
doctrines of the Gospel. Now, it shall be my business at this time,
the Lord helping me, to open out to you the several links in the apostle's
argument. I want to show you that, step by step as he proceeds in
opening out God's dealings with His people, he establishes an argument
for the confidence and assurance of all God's people.
I trust I shall not weary you, brethren, by giving you a little sketch
of the first eight chapters of the Epistle to the Romans. I shall
endeavour to do so as briefly as possible; and now I am going to
draw your attention to four features in the apostle's argument.
In the first place, mark where he begins. Perhaps some of you may
be startled when we show what is the first point which the apostle
establishes as the ground of the confidence and assurance of the Lord's
people. He begins by opening out, in the 1st and 2nd, and part of
the 3rd chapters of the Epistle, that man, whatever be his condition
in this world, as to the nation to which he belongs; be he Jew or be
he heathen; as to his position, be it high or be it low; as to his religious
privileges, be he under the t€aching of the law, or without the teaching
of the law-that, universally, he is a sinner by nature, and he is a
sinner in practice.
When we speak of him as a sinner by nature, we mean that the bias,
the tendency of his heart is to what is wrong. I need not adduce one
single passage of Scripture, brethren, to prove that of which every
one of you is fully satisfied in his own breast. You who are parents
know that your little ones have to be controlled, and disciplined, and
trained. And why all this ~ Because the heart is wrong. And you
know, moreover, that the condition of society is wrong. What mean
our folios of acts of Parliament ~ Do they not show that man has to
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be controlled? Has not the law to step forward, in order to make
society bearable?
We may read our acts from the higher court above; we may tell
what God has commanded; we may read the ten commandments in
the hearing of men; we may read those commandments opened out
in all their spirituality, as we did this day, in the 12th chapter of
St. Luke's Gospel; but yet it is all trampled on: Who cares for the
law of God? The penalties of that law are to be executed. at some
distant period, and who cares for it? "Because sentence against an
evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of
men is fully set in them to do evil," as the wise man says in the Book
of Ecclesiastes. Man, in his legislative capacity, imposes that punishment which shall come upon the offender now; and because of this
it is that the laws of man find obedience, when the laws of God are
trampled on. Brethren, the tendency of man's heart is wrong. You
know it-I know it.
But the apostle also shows that in his practice he is wrong. Do not
be deceived by men telling you of those respectable and moral men
who are patterns to Christians. It is true, the character may be
blameless in the eyes of man; but remember, there were none who
carried such an exterior as the Pharisees of old; and yet our Lord
tells us that they were" like whited sepulchres, which appear beautiful
outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness."
But again, after the apostle has told us that man is a sinner by
nature and a sinner by practice·, he then says that man is conscious
of this. We know, brethren, how exceedingly tender people are of
crime, there are so many excuses made for it. ·Whenever a minister
of God, in his intercourse with an individual, tells him, in honesty
and faithfulness, Your conduct arises from a deep-seated evil, which
is in your heart, perhaps it may be pride, or perhaps it may be selfishness; there is a something in conscience which cannot be muzzled;
the man cannot get rid of the charge; and he answers the minister
by saying, " 0, we are all sinners." A most miserable refuge is this!
In order to escape from the pungent application of the truth, he will
run into the crowd; that is, he will be like that herd of swine that
ran down a steep place, and were choked in the sea, possessed most
fearfully by the evil one. We sometimes hear it said that, owing to
the badness of poor human nature since the fall, there are some excuses
to be made for man when he does what is wrong; the Scripture
recognizes no such thing. The Apostle Paul, in this epistle, goes to
the heathen nations, and he makes the consciences of these men to
judge their conduct. He tells us that the heathen, who knew nothing
but that which they had learned from the works of creation, of the
eternal power and majesty of God, had a conscience; he tells us that
they had their own law; and every man, brethren, has a law. We
are not afraid of telling the infidel, as he waves his rebellious cap of
liberty before the throne of God, and says that he may do as he likes;
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we are not, we say, afraid of telling him that he is under law; it may
be the poorest, the most inadequate law, but yet we can tell him
that conscience sometimes stings him.
Now, you will observe that when the apostle speaks of man as being
in this condition, he opens the way to present the Gospel. Let us for
a moment look at some of the strong expressions which are used in
this epistle, to exhibit what man is by nature. In the 5th chapter
the apostle says: "If, when we were enemies, we were reconciled."
In this 8th chapter he tells us: "The carnal mind is enmity against
God." In the 3rd chapter he tells us that every man is to have his
" mouth stopped," and all the world is to become" guilty before God."
But perhaps you are ready to say, What has all this to do with the
ground of assurance which the people of God possess ~ The apostle
goes so far as to show that there is not one palliating point, not one
redeeming quality, in our fallen, degraded nature; man is presented,
in the 5th chapter, as " without strength," utterly impotent; and when
we see him reduced to this condition, then, brethren, we have the key
to the great mystery of " God manifest in the flesh."
As I pore over the errors which disfigure the face of Christendom,
for I am obliged to come in contact with these errors, I am more and
more convinced every day that the one root from whence all those
various branches of error spring is, ignorance of the utter ruin, and
helplessness, and beggary of human nature. Now, I say the apostle
strips human nature of every shred of moral covering, I mean in reference to God; he does not take the trouble of speaking of those things
which may recommend a man to the little community with which he
has to do, because each of those communities has its own standard.
Your fa.shionable society ha.s one standard, and your lower and
more degraded society has another standard. The apostle looks
at but one standard-man in reference to God.
And he does
not allow one palliating point, nor one redeeming quality in this
fallen nature of man; and then, having established this fact, he
tells us of the wonderful redemption which is in Christ. There
would be no Socinianism if this doctrine were believed; men would
then learn that none but God could seize upon this fallen nature of
ours, and reinstate it in the Divine favour; that none but God could
bear our sins in His own body on the tree. And there would be no
Arminianism, and there would be no Romanism if this doctrine were
believed. All such errors must fall before it. Men would then learn
that man, being such a fallen, ruined, bankrupt, helpless creature,
cannot deliver himself; and, therefore, he must be saved by the
Almighty arm of Jehovah.
Again, you observe the apostle sets before us this truth, that man
is on a level. You do not find him passing over this moral waste,
and here and there pulling up some of the taller weeds. No; he
seems to plough deep, he lays bare the soil, he shows that all are alike
evil. I know well that this is not popular doctrine. I have often told
you that we honour reputable conduct, we honour respectability in
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the different stations of life; but when we speak of the things of God,
our question is, Does a man come up to the line and the plummet of
God's requirements 1 If not, what will become of him 1 And,
therefore, we cannot take your gentlemanly men from the higher
class, or your moral men from the lower class, and bring them forward
as so many specimens to contradict what the apostle says: he tells
us that there is in the sight of God no difference; all are alike guilty.
Now, mark the second point which the apostle urges. After he has
taken a great deal of trouble to establish this foundation, as if he
knew that men would not lay as much stress upon this matter as he
wanted them to lay upon it, he then opens the way to present the
Gospel in its real character; he shows that it is to a condition utterly
sinful, to a state completely helpless, to a universality of misery and
of wretchedness, moral as well as spiritual, that the Gospel addresses
itself. I want to impress these things on your minds, dear brethren,
in order that you may have a clear view of Gospel truth. The Gospel
takes no cognizance of man in any other character than as a sinner;
but it was to meet a case such as this, in all its utter ruin and wretchedness, that the Son of God did come into our world; and, accordingly,
the apostle tells us in the latter part of the 3rd chapter, and in the
4th and 5th chapters of this epistle, that the sinner, in his fallen and
wretched condition, receives this mercy and this salvation, simply in
the act of believing God's truth. There are mistakes upon this point,
brethren; when the apostle speaks of being justified by faith, he
never means that a man is justified for his faith, or because of his
faith; otherwise salvation would be of works. If I am to be meritoriously justified before God because I believe, then my faith is my
saviour. The apostle shows that it is to man in this wretched, this
ruined condition, that the Gospel is proclaimed, even a message of
free, full, present, and eternal forgiveness, through the Lord Jesus
Christ; and the Holy Ghost opening the dull mind, and softening
the hard heart, enables the man to receive the simple proposition,
that when God speaks, God speaks truth. Accordingly, the man
believes the record, and thus you see he is not saved for his faith,
but he is saved through his faith; he is saved in the way of believing.
In the 4th chapter of this epistle, the apostle shows that it was thus
that Abraham was justified.
In the 6th chapter he proceeds to show-and this is the third point
in his argument-that where there is this believing of the truth of
God, there is life in the soul; the man becomes possessed of a new
character, he is one who has died with Christ, he is one who has risen
with Christ; a new principle has been implanted in his breast, which
will manifest itself in the outward walk and conversation. Dear
brethren, let me impress upon your memories that word which our
blessed Lord spake, " Except a man be born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God." I trust I need not tell you that our Lord meant
something more by His declaration, " Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God," than that
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a man should be baptized into a Christian Church, and that after he
had taken that profession upon him, he might live in sin, and practically deny all that he had professed in the outward act. Surely our
Lord meant that there must be a new creation, a new life, a spiritual
principle given from above; in short, that old things must pass away,
and all things must become new.
Well, in the 8th chapter the apostle introduces the fourth point in
his argument; he opens out what rich experience there is in the soul
of the believer; he tells us that he is one who has that spiritual mind,
which is " life and peace," and he tells us at the same time that he is
an " heir of God," and a " joint heir with Christ."
Now, brethren, I have endeavoured to set before you what the
apostle means by " these things." It seems to me that he takes a review:
of the wonderful subjects which had been set before us in the former
part of the epistle; and that, looking over the argument, he asks,
" What shall we then say to these things ~" It is quite evident that
he has established the fact, that God is for us; for this is the sum and
substance of the preceding course of argument.
If man is so wretched, so sinful, so helpless, who but God could have
picked him up ~ and, therefore, God is for him.
If man has been justified so freely by the blood of Jesus, which
justifies the ungodly, surely God must be for him.
When God has implanted in the heart a new life, by which the man
is enabled to enter into the realization of Divine things, God is for him.
And lastly, when he is spoken of as having such wonderful privileges,
when he is told that he is " a son," " an heir," and" a joint heir with
Christ," surely God is for him.
Now, brethren, this is a proposition worth considering. We have
spoken of what man's conscience tells him of his own sinfulness; we
shall now view his conscience in another aspect. Every person has
that within him which tells him that God is against him; I am not
going to take notice of those unmeaning expressions which men sometimes use, when they say, " 0, God will help us "; "God will take
care of us"; when, perhaps, if the matter were closely examined,
they do not mean any such thing at all. But I believe that as the first
impulse of Adam's stricken conscience was to hide from the presence
of God, so I believe that man universally, in this respect, is nothing
but Adam's character expanded; and therefore it is, because man
has an apprehension that God is against him, that we find him entertaining hard thoughts of God, and betaking himself to so many various
ways of appeasing an offended Deity.
Dear brethren, the Gospel is a revelation of a God of love, Who has
manifested Himself in the face of Jesus Christ. If you have in your
breasts a single hard thought of God, you do not know God as He
has revealed Himself to us in this Book, as a God whose name is
" Love "-Who "is love." Now, if men are bent upon fabricating
for themselves a deformed monster, and calling it God, and saying,
We will trample upon the God of love, we would rather have the
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deformed monster of our own invention as the object of our worship;
why, brethren, we must expose such conduct; and let me tell you,
that in the great day God will vindicate His own truth, He will manifest
to His enemies that He must not be trifled with.
The man who believes the Gospel; the man who can, under the
teaching of the Spirit, run over the argument which we have in the
Epistle to the Romans; may rest his confidence that God is for him
upon a solid ground. He knows that he is taken under the protection
of God, that he is the object of His special charge, because of the
Covenant engagements of the Persons of the ever-blessed Trinity;
because of the responsibility which devolved upon Jesus. The
prophet, speaking of Him, in the 42nd of Isaiah, says, " I, the Lord,
have given Thee for a Covenant of the people." This, then, is the
ground upon which we take to ourselves the comfortable assurance
that God is for us; that inasmuch as there has been redemption
through the blood of Jesus; inasmuch as there has been the blotting
out of all our iniquities, the casting of our sins into the depth of the
sea; there is ground of assurance that God is for us. And we all know
what it is to have our old sins haunting us as so many spectres; aye,
even in the hours of unconscious sleep, do not things come before the
mind, which we would desire to have for ever blotted out from our
remembrance 1 And where, under such a fresh feeling of guilt, can
the soul take shelter, but under the drops of the cross of Christ 1knowing, when God has condescended to say, " Their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more," that God speaks truth, and
therefore -God is for us.
Nay, more, every man who is brought into the family of God knows
that he passed from death unto life; he has a deep consciousness of
his own unworthiness; he is led to mourn over those sins which grieve
the Spirit of God; he is one who hungers and thirsts after righteousness: and what is all this 1 Is it not the work of God the Holy Ghost 1
And has not every such man an assurance that the Lord is on his side 1
Mark, I do not say that these evidences are the ground of his assurance
of salvation; they are the effect of the love of God, which has been
from everlasting, and which shall be to everlasting; they are not the
cause of that love. Do not misplace these things; put them as God
has put them.
The apostle asks, " If God be for us, who can be against us?" He
does not mean to say that there are none against us, because Scripture
tells us a great deal of the adversaries against which the people of God
have to fight; but he means, who can be against us to damage our
security 1 There are a great many enemies that oppose themselves
against the people of God. Take the 6th of Ephesians: the apostle
there opens out such a battery, which is made to play on the whole
spirit and walk of a Christian man, as might well alarm him, if he did
not know that God is for him. He tells us, " We wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
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high places." There are adversaries; and I do believe we are not
aware of the numerous hosts of enemies that stand out against the
Lord's people to hinder them in their progress.
The Apostle Peter, perhaps, had very little idea what was going
on in the unseen world, when the Lord said to him, " Simon, Simon,
behold Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat,
but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." And poor Job,
though he saw and felt the effect of Satan's malice in his own person,
in his family, and in his property, yet he little knew what Satan had
desired to do against him. But whilst, on the one hand, I believe it
is true that we cannot conceive the hellish plots that are laid against
the Lord's people, to make them trip; to hurt them in their own spirits,
and to damage them in the eyes of the world; so, on the other hand.
I believe, and a most blessed truth it is, that we have but little idea
of the bulwarks which surround the Lord's people.
We would ask you, when you return to your homes, to refer to that
most interesting story which we have in the 6th chapter of the 2nd
Book of Kings. We are there told of the man of God being in a city
surrounded by enemies: there is no way of escaping from them. His
poor trembling ministering servant is so alarmed, that he cries out,
" Alas! my master, how shall we do?" The prophet tells him,
" Fear not; for they that be with us are more than they that be with
them." In answer to his prayer the eyes of his servant are opened,
and he sees " the mountain full of chariots of fire and horses of fire
round about Elisha."
Now, brethren, what we read in that chapter, I believe to be as
substantially fact now as it was then. I care nothing for chariots of
fire or horses of fire, if the Lord is with me; it is enough for me to
know that "as the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the
Lord is round about His people from henceforth even for ever." This
is the comfort of the Lord's people-cc Who," the apostle asks, " who
can be against us?" And for these reasons-First, because the love
of God never changes towards His people. If you will look at the
last verse of this 8th of Romans, you will see that the reason why
the apostle tells us that neither principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, shall be able to separate us from the love
of God is because this love is " in Christ Jesus our Lord." It depends
not upon our frames, or our feelings; it depends on the Covenant love
of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost towards a
people who have been everlastingly seen in the counsels of Jehovah,
as identified with Christ; and therefore we say, that none can be
against us, because the love of God never changes towards His people.
Again, none can be against us, because the power of God is engaged
on our behalf. Oh, how beautifully was this taught to Israel of old!
One sometimes throws one's mind into such a scene as that which is
presented in the 10th of Numbers. We are there told that the Lord
commanded His servant Moses to make silver trumpets, so that when
poor Israel should go to battle against their enemies, an alarm should
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be sounded not only through the camp below, but through the camp
above, and God would hear, and God would answer. And at the end.
of that chapter, it is beautiful to see, as that camp of defenceless
beggars went on their journey through the wilderness; people who
had no bread to eat, but as they received it direct each morning from
heaven; no water to drink, but as it flowed to them out of the rock
of flint; it is, we say, beautiful to see, as that camp of holy ones,
among whom God condescended to say that He would dwell, went
from place to place, " the ark of the Lord went before them to search
out a resting-place for them, and the cloud of the Lord was upon
them by day." And when they set out on their journey, surrounded
by enemies on every side, then were they to cry, as their tents were
struck, and as they moved away, "Rise up, 0 Lord, and let Thine
enemies be scattered, and let them that hate thee flee before thee."
And then, when they settled after their little march, when their tents
were pitched, again were they to recognize their God, and their cry
was to be, "Return, 0 Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel."
What a beautiful presentment there is here of this great truth, that
God was in the midst of His people, and that God was" for" them.
And then, again, you remember when God was pleased to give to
Joshua the command of the people of Israel, a person of a remarkable
aspect appeared to him-a soldier-he was instantly challenged by
the man of God-" Art thou for us or for our adversaries?" And
what was the answer which he received? "As captain of the host of
the Lord am I now come." Who that Captain of the Lord's host was,
we can have no doubt. We know that it was none other than the
Angel of the Covenant; for He instantly commands Joshua to loose
his shoes from off his feet, for the place whereon he was standing was
holy ground. None but Jehovah could have thus spoken.
So that we say, " God is for us," because His love never changes
towards His people, because His power is engaged on their behalf,
and also (we have not time to dwell upon this point) because of the
mediatorial responsibility of Christ. The 1st of Ephesians tells us
that" He is Head over all things to the Church."
Now, brethren, this holds good in temporal as well as in spiritual
things. We sometimes hear one say, It is very well to talk of spiritual
things, but I am a man of conflict; I have my family concerns, my
business, my disappointments, my trials, my difficulties, which no
man knows but myself. I find this world to be a thicket, full of briers
and thorns: tell me how I am to pass through it. "If God be for us,
who can be against us ?" Why, it reminds us of that little band,
sailing on the troubled sea: the waves beat into the ship-they seem
ready to engulf it--but there is a voice which says, " Peace, be still! "
and immediately there is a great calm. Who is there in the family
of God, who has not known what it is to have had his difficulties overruled-to have had his mountains made a plain-to have had his
obstacles vanish before the simple believing of the word of J ehovah ?
Dear brethren, these are things to be ascertained for ourselves.
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The first question you have to ask is, Can I say that God is for me ~
You may depend upon it, if you can answer this question satisfactorily,
all the rest will follow. It will then matter but little who is against
you; for none can keep you out of that inheritance which God has
prepared for you.
This is Christian intelligence-this is the higher form, brethren, in
the school of Christ, which we want you to attain unto.

"PROSPEROUSLY

EFFECTED."

WE read in 2 Chronicles vii. 11, " Thus Solomon finished the house of
the Lord, and the king's house, and all that came into Solomon's heart
to make in the house of the Lord and in his own house, he prosperously
effected." The building of the temple was the work of one hundred
and fifty thousand men, with three thousand six hundred to oversee
them. Solomon engaged also the help in men and in wisdom that
Hiram king of Tyre willingly afforded. At the end of seven years all
was finished; the temple was dedicated; the glory of the Lord filled
the house of the Lord; a general assembly and a feast followed, and
Solomon sent the people away glad and merry of heart for all the
goodness the Lord had shown to Israel. How happy it all sounds;
all was prosperously carried out; the kingdom rejoiced in plenty and
in peace.
How gratifying it is to find our undertakings blessed of God and
finished. Eliphaz knew this and proposed it to his afflicted and
desolated friend. Let Job but" return to the Almighty," and besides
having untold wealth, he would find this: "Thou shalt decree a thing
and it shall be established unto thee, and a light shall shine upon thy
ways." Poor Job: he knew ,more than the confident Eliphaz could
tell him about the presence and the absence of God. What is it to
return to the Almighty but to pray day and night, "Oh, that I knew
where I might find Him "~ Is there no light on our goings when
we believe that" He performeth the thing that is appointed for me " ~
Eliphaz also promised Job as an outcome of his return to God, " Thou
shalt make thy prayer unto Him and He shall hear thee." This was
much the same as Elihu promised him later on after the three men
had ceased. Elihu, however, in portraying the miseries of the helpless
and afflicted, brought hope with the mention of " an Interpreter, One
among a thousand; of One that was a gracious Deliverer; of a Ransom
that was found." Then would Job's flesh, in his Redeemer's hands,
be fresher than a child's: he would return to the days of his youth.
" He shall pray unto God and He will be favourable unto him, and he
shall see His face with joy." How many of God's saints, rejoicing to
see their desires happily fulfilled, have had the greatest joy in the
assur~nce that He has done it. The household of gold that Eliphaz
mentioned would have been" utterly contemned" by the penniless
patriarch if God had withheld Himself. It would have been little
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.joy and no honour to Solomon when the house was finished if the
glory of the Lord had been wanting. "Thou, Lord, hast done it" is
the strength and beauty of completion.
The Lord Jesus before He went forth to be betrayed said to His
disciples, " If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." There seems to
be a sort of similarity between what Job heard so long before, and what
the Lord said. Eliphaz said that if Job returned to the Almighty
his prayers would be heard: Elihu said if there was an Interpreter
his prayers would be favourably received.. The Lord said, " If ye abide
in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you." Those words must still have been in their
ears when they all forsook Him and fled, and if we had been there we
should have fled with them, asking for nothing except as it seemed
to be disassociated from the Christ of God.
We might well wonder when prayer is in a way such a lifelong
mystery, what it is to abide in Christ, what it is to have His words
abide in us, since He Himself attaches such a result as asking only
to have. Is it to know no will but that of the Father, no hope but
in the cross of Christ, and no life but what is given by the Eternal
Spirit?
FOLLOWER-ON.

A LETTER WRITTEN BY MISS HILL (A SISTER OF
REV. ROWLAND HILL) TO LADY GLENORCHY.
(BOTH LADIES BEING ABOUT

24

YEARS OF AGE.)

IT gives me great pleasure to hear that your illness has been so
sanctified to you, as to show you in any measure that in yourself, to
which before you confess you were a stranger; that is, that you had
too great an attachment to this vain unsatisfying world, the most
pleasing appearances of which are nothing more than transparent
baubles, which present gay colours that will soon fade. Allow me to
congratulate you on this discovery; and may He, in whose hand our
breath is, show you more and more of the uncertainty of all earthly
happiness, and convince you more of the substantial joys that are to
be found in Him alone. It is a common and no less dangerous prejudice
which many entertain against the ways of true evangelical holiness,
that they are dull, forbidding and melancholy, and that to live godly
in Christ Jesus is to exchange every enjoyment for austerities and
mortifications; whereas, on the contrary, none enjoy so much inward
peace and security, none have so much cause for cheerfulness and joy,
as those who seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
It is indeed the interest of the grand enemy of our salvation to pervert
the good ways of the Lord, to frighten us from pursuing them by
lymg suggestion::!, and, like the spies who went to view the promised
land, to bring against it an evil report; and to insinuate that instead
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of flowing with milk and honey, it devoured the inhabitants thereof.
But surely God never intended that religion should lessen our enjoyments, or make over to a world living in rebellion 'against Himself
a happiness greater than His own children should possess. No; the
ways of religion are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.
You say you wish to overcome the fear of death. In order to do this,
I would advise you to examine whether you are really building upon
the only sure foundation of hope; and what that hope is, the apostle
expressly declares in the following words: "Other foundation can
no man lay than that is laid which is Jesus Christ." Try then, whether
as lost and undone in yourself, deeply sensible of the natural apostasy
of your heart from God, weary and heavy laden with the burden of
sin, and renouncing all hope and help in your own righteousness,
repentance, resolutions, etc., try if you really rest upon Christ as your
only Saviour, relying solely upon His blood applied by the Spirit to
pardon you, His righteousness imputed to justify you, and His grace
to be given to sanctify you. It was He Who came to seek and to save
that which was lost, and we must see and feel ourselves thus lost
without Him, before we can in earnest seek an interest in that salvation
which He hath purchased, for they that are "whole need not a
physician, but they that are sick." So long as either in whole or in
part, we cleave to our own doings, and are not brought off from all
dependence on the Covenant of works, one or other of these two things
must happen: either we shall have so high a conceit of ourselves as
to think lightly of, and greatly undervalue, the redemption that is in
Jesus, or else we shall walk in continual darkness, and want of comfort,
under a slavish dread of wrath, whereby all our endeavours to avoid
sin will proceed from a wrong principle, a principle of fear instead of
love and gratitude, and all our obedience will be the forced drudgery
of a slave, and not the effect of the filial disposition of a child.
This I am convinced is the case with many sincere people, and it
is wholly owing to a lurking spirit of self-righteousness and unbelief
which prevents them from submitting to the righteousness of God,
and closing with that full, free all-sufficient salvation, which the Gospel
holds forth to guilty helpless sinnners, showing them that by the
obedience of Christ unto death, the law is fulfilled, and infinite justice
satisfied to the uttermost; that by His resurrection from the dead
God accepted the payment which He had made for His people, and
discharged Him from the prison of the grave in token of their full
acquittal; and that He is now at the right hand of God, having
entered the holy place as their Head and Forerunner, dispensing His
gifts according to their various necessities, and making intercession
for them, that where He is they may be also. Well, then, may we say
with the apostle, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again, Who is even at the
right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us." Many I
know, object against thus living wholly upon the blessed Redeemer,
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making Him our all in all, our Alpha and Omega, as a doctrine that
tends to licentiousness, and to the prejudice of morality and good
works; and this is sometimes done even by those who pretend to
mighty zeal for the interests of holiness, whilst they themselves are
living after the course of this world. Whoever makes this objection,
hereby plainly shows himself to have never received the grace of God
in truth, and to be a stranger to the nature of justifying faith, and to
the constraining power of Christ's love; for how is it possible that
we should be one with Christ, and not endeavour to be like Him?
If we partake of His Spirit, will not the fruits of that Spirit appear
in our lives and conversation? Can he that is brought into the
marvellous light of God's dear Son, have any longer fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness? Can the Head be holy and the
members unholy? Can he who is united to Christ be employed in
the service of Satan? Can the new creature delight in the works of
the old man? Certainly not. It is true, as the Church of England
observes in her eleventh article, "we are accounted righteous before
God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith,
and not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that we are
justified by faith only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full
of comfort"; but then it is as true, that there can be no real faith
which does not produce good works, for the tree is known by its fruits,
and as faith is the root of works, so works are the fruits of faith.
We do not then make void the law through faith. God forbid;
but we establish the law; for although through our weakness we
cannot be justified by it, yet it still remains a rule of life to every
justified believer. Besides, the real Christian does not only look upon
holiness as his duty, but also as his privilege; for being vitally united
to Christ by faith, he receives from Him a new nature, being as the
Apostle Peter saith, "made partaker of a Divine nature"; which
nature as much inclines him to holiness, as the old corrupt nature
does to sin. Thus, being regenerated and horn again, he is transformed
in the spirit of his mind, he has put on Christ, and is renewed in every
faculty of his soul. But still let us remember that we are but renewed
in part; so long as we are in the body, we shall find a law in our
members warring against the law in our minds; the old man will be
still striving for the mastery, and if it must die, will die hard. May
this consideration make us ever watchful against the first risings of
sin, and may we be continually looking to Jesus for strength to check
it in the bud. It is this Jesus, my dear Friend, Who has conquered
the only enemies we had to fear; He has disarmed death of its sting;
looking to Him we may overcome all fear of its approach, for when He
is our Friend death is no other than an advantage; if He is our life
we shall surely find death our gain. The following questions I have
found useful to myself; if we are able to give a comfortable answer
to them, death cannot be to us the king of terrors but a messenger of
peace. Have earthly or heavenly things the chief place in our thoughts
and affections? Do we prize that great salvation which the Gospel
3
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offers to sinners, beyond everything else in the world? Are we
crucified to the world, and the world to us ?
Are we dead to its pleasures, riches, honours, and esteems? Does
the humble temper of the meek and lowly Jesus reign in us? Is His
service our delight? Is sin our burden? Are we hungering and
thirsting after righteousness? Are we taking up our cross daily,
denying ourselves, and following Christ? Are we working out our
own salvation with fear and trembling? Are we giving diligence to
make our calling and election sure? Blessed indeed is the person who
can say, I find this to be my case.
(The kind friend who copied out this letter wrote, " The grace and
understanding which the Holy Spirit gave to one so early in life is
a matter of surprise and wonder." We quite agree, and we would ask
where are the young ladies now of twenty-four years of age who have
such a clear grasp of Gospel truth? We fear they are comparatively
few in number.-Editor of GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

REJECTING THE WORD OF GOD.

" They have rejected the Word of the Lord; and what wisdom is in them."
-JEREMIAH viii. 9.
IN this statement the Lord, in effect, says: "There is no true spiritual
wisdom in those who reject-or disbelieve-My Word."
In opposition to this solemn declaration is the fact that many of
those whom the "religious" world terms learned, clever and wise
ecclesiastics, and doctors of divinity do reject God's Word, and do set
their own opinions and the teaching of the, so-called, "fathers"
above the Inspired Scriptures.
God's Word and God's authority are thus challenged, as He has
made known would be the case, nevertheless He asserts, " the Word is
gone out of My mouth in righteousness and shall not return" (Isa.
xlv. 23), and again, " I have pronounced the Word, saith the Lord"
(Jer. xxxiv. 5), intimating that when He has spoken, His Word can be
most certainly relied upon. Further," I am the Lord; I will speak
and the Word that I shall speak shall come to pass . . . the Word
which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord God" (Ezek.
xii. 25, 28).
It is necessary to call attention to these passages of Scripture
because some Christian people are sorely perplexed at the present time,
owing to the attacks made upon the Word of God by men claiming to
be scholars. These simple Christian people are puzzled that men
calling themselves "Christian Ministers" should seek to persuade
others that the Bible is not to be regarded as the inspired Word of God,
whereas that Word, and that Word alone, is the warrant for that office
in which these men profess (though falsely) to serve.
As a matter of sober fact the existence of these men is a remarkable
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confirmation of the inspiration of Scripture. If search be made it will
be found that" the (Holy) Spirit speaketh expressly (or definitely)
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing (or misleading) spirits, and doctrines of devils" (that is to
say, false teaching instigated by the devil), " speaking lies in hypocrisy,
having their conscience seared (as) with a hot iron" (1 Tim. iv. 1, 2).
Let it be borne in mind that a " hypocrite" is one who acts a part
to gain some end. If a man calls himself a "Christian Minister"
and yet rejects the Truth of Scripture it is surely manifest to the whole
world that he is" acting a part." To deny and oppose the very Truths
which a man, by his office, professes to hold and believe is-in Scripture
language-" hypocrisy."
Every true " Christian Minister" is bound, by his office, to uphold
and teach that which is in accordance with the Bible. If such a man
ceases to believe that which the Bible asserts, then the only honourable
course is for him to resign his office. That many men do not thus act
is a clear proof that-in the language of Scripture-" their conscience is
seared (as) with a hot i!on." Their conscience is without feeling.
The figure of a " seared conscience" is evidently drawn from the
experience of blacksmiths, or other workers in molten metal. Constant
exposure to heated metal causes the hands of blacksmiths and others
to become "seared," that is, cauterized, or insensible, or impervious
to heat. Such men can handle hot metal which would burn or
blister an ordinary person's skin. This" searedness " is not produced
in a moment. It is a gradual process. In like manner men's consciences do not become deadened in one moment, but as a result of first
yielding to one doubt and then to another and finally losing faith in.
God, the Holy and True Lord God Almighty, and surrendering one
foundation Truth after another.
What a light is thus thrown upon the exhortation, " submit yourselves . . . to God" (and therefore, of course, to His Word) "resist
the devil" (and therefore all his suggestions and all his agents) " and
he will flee from you" (Jas. iv. 7).
The devil is man's great adversary. Sometimes he appears as
" a roaring lion "-that is to say, when he stirs up outward persecution
(see 1 Peter v. 8), but at other times he presents himself as " an angel
of light," which he does when he sends forth "false apostles," and
" deceitful (or hypocritical) workers," who seem (but only seem) to have
" transformed themselves into the apostles of Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 13-15).
In this latter guise Satan is, perhaps, more dangerous than in any
other form. Satan's servants are enabled, by his awful power, to
present themselves and their false teaching in such a manner that they
appear" as the ministers of righteousness" (2 Cor. xi. 15).
There is only one method whereby this dangerous fraud can be
detected, and God directs His children to be always on the alert and to
employ this "fraud-detector" with the utmost vigilance. He says,
by His servant John: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God" (i.e., try and test all teaching by the
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Word of God)-" because many false prophets are gone out into the
world" (1 John iv. 1-3).
In order to cope with "spiritual wickedness" or wicked spirits,
" in high places" (Eph. vi. 12, margin) it is absolutely necessary to
" put on the whole armour of God" (Eph. vi. 11). Most especially
needful is it to " take the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the devil" (Eph. vi. 16) and to fight with
" the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God" (Eph. vi. 17).
Christian reader, do ponder these warnings from God. Satan is able
to cast" fiery darts" into your mind, and he will try by this means to
"burn up" your hope and confidence and peace, and nothing but
faith in the Lord Jesus and faith in His Word can quench or put out
these" fiery darts." Practise then this wonderful" fire extinguiSher,"
and hold fast to it, because Satan seeks to snatch it from you, even as
he seeks to rob you of " the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God." Satan cannot break or bend" the Sword of the Spirit," but he
can knock it out of men's and women's hands, if they yield to doubt
and unbelief, and when once they lose this precious " sword," they
become an easy prey to their enemy.
It may be asked, " How can it be known that these are' the latter
times,' or ' the last days' ?" This is an important question, and it is
one that Scripture definitely answers. When writing his epistle to
believers, Peter was inspired to assure them that" these last times"
commenced when the Lord Jesus appeared upon this earth (1 Peteri. 20).
The Apostle John, who was permitted to outlive the other apostles
and who was" beloved of the Lord" (John xiii. 23), wrote, " Little
children, it is the last time . . . even now there are many antichrists ;
whereby we know that it is the last time" (1 John ii. 18).
Men and women are apostatizing-or "falling away"-from the
faith they once professed, as perhaps never before (2 Thess. ii. 3),
" evil men and seducers (i.e., betrayers of the Truth) are waxing worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived" (2 Tim. iii. 13), and these
results come because they will not receive the Truth in love that they
might be saved, therefore strong delusions have come upon them and
they believe (almost) any lie (see 2 Thess. ii. 7-12).
Believers have no cause to be frightened because of the attacks upon
God's Word. They should see in them a proof of God's omniscience
(universal knowledge), Who has given warning that these attacks
will take place, and He has also given assurance that His" Word
endureth for ever "(1 Peter i. 25). Therefore let every believer seek of
God grace that he (or she) may be" established, strengthened, settled"
(see 1 Peter v. 10 and 2 Thess. iii. 3) in the Faith.
P. I. B.
" ALTHOUGH I am a sinner by the law, and under condemnation of
the law, yet I despair not, yet I die not, because Christ liveth Who
is both my righteousness and my everlasting life."-Luther.
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AN ANONYMOUS TEN POUNDS.
BRISTOL A.P.F.S. SALE OF WORK.
THE twenty-fifth Sale of Work on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society was held in November last at St. Mary-le-Port Room, Bristol.
The Rev. W. D. Sykes, the rector, was able to announce at the opening
of the Sale that " two dear saints of God who wished their names to
be withheld" had sent a registered letter containing the sum of Fifteen
Pounds for the Sale. There had also been received a registered packet
containing the sum of Ten Pounds" from one whom the Lord has blessed
and who wishes to give enclosed to the A.P.F.S." The sender of this
sum gave no clue to his or her name.
Miss R. Cowell, well known to all our readers, and who we understand
has been the loving and devoted organizer of these annual sales, has
been deeply impressed with the wonderful providence of God in connexion with this annual effort. She writes that on this occasion,
" instead of gifts of work coming in as they usually did from about
seven sources, one parcel came," Instead of such gifts coming, however,
the Lord disposed many of His people to send gifts of money, besides
the two large gifts previously mentioned.
This year the sale had to be held in the hours of daylight owing to
the war, and there was the fear that this might militate against its
success, but it was found that no seemingly adverse circumstances
can hinder the Lord from encouraging and cheering His people. Hence
to the surprise of all at the closing hour of the sale" the amazing sum
of £100 was counted," and the question was asked, " Where does the
money come from ~" (This amount has now been considerably
increased. )
Thus, as Miss Cowell writes, "He has crowned this year's sale in
Bristol with very rich tokens of His goodness and mercy."
We rejoice with the Lord's people in Bristol at this signal manifestation of His power and goodness, all the more as we know that nothing
of a worldly character is sanctioned by the Society at their various
Sales of Work.
Miss Cowell wishes to say that if the very kind but anonymous
donor of the £10 in treasury notes which she received should be amongst
the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, she would wish the kind donor
to know that all the workers at the Sale" unite in offering their most
grateful thanks, and pray that God's richest blessing may rest upon
the kind donor who so affectionately sought to strengthen their hands."
Thus the Sale opened with £25 already received, and it ended with
the handsome sum of £100 as the then total result. The inspired
apostle wrote, "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
"WHAT we win by prayer we may wear with comfort, and must wear
with praise."-Matthew Henry.
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THE SONS OF KORAH.

THE Book of Psalms contains twelve-thirteen if we include Psalm
xliii.--dedicated to the sons of Korah. Who were they, and why do
we find them in the Book of Psalms? If we trace out their history,
we shall find much that is not only interesting, but in the highest
degree instructive.
In Numbers xvi. we read of the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram in the matter of priesthood, and of the judgment that befell
them. Careless reading has led some writers to state that the children
of Korah suffered the fate of the others; but if we pass on to chapter
xxvi. we read in verse 11 that they escaped the penalty of death.
" Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not."
Before tracing their future history, and as a pathway to it, I feel a
leading to record a later history, which with the blessing of God may
be a help to the reader.
Two boys were natives of the same town. They were brought up
by godly parents in the same place of worship; and being of the same
age, were taught in the same class in the Sunday school. At the age
of fourteen they were apprenticed to the same trade in the same market
place. On leaving Oakham they entered the larger life with the
blessing of parents, teachers, and friends. One of them has now the
privilege of writing this record, to testify to the goodness and mercy
of God throughout a long life of service. What became of the other?
Some years ago I received a letter bearing the signature of my former
companion, asking if he might spend a day with me. I received him
with warm welcome, but found him in a condition of distress. He
confessed that on leaving home he went to New York, where evil
influences had led him far astray from the right path, and that he had
even lectured against those things his godly father had faithfully
proclaimed. What could I do but refer him to the mercy so freely
bestowed to me ?
Now let us turn to the sons of Korah. In 1 Chronicles vi. 31, 32
we find that their descendants were placed by David " over the service
of song in the house of the Lord after the ark had rest." Then, further,
in 1 Chronicles ix. 19, we read: "Shallum, the son of Korah, and his
brethren, of the house of his father, the Korahites, were over the
work of the service, keepers of the gates of the tabernacle; and their
fathers, being of the host of the Lord, were keepers of the entry." By
these two records we understand that some of the sons of Korah were
employed in the service of song, and others became "keepers of the
threshold of the sanctuary."
Now see how beautifully this shines forth in Psalm lxxxiv., " a Psalm
for the sons of Korah." "Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house;
they will still be praising Thee." "For a day in Thy courts is better
than a thousand: I had rather be a doorkeeper (a keeper of the threshold)
in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness." We
can think of a son of Korah singing this tenth verse, and hearing an
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echo of the words of Moses in Numbers xvi. 20: "Depart, I pray you,
from the tents of these wicked men."
Thus sovereign grace shines in the history of the" Sons of Korah."
How sweet are the songs they sung as we sing them now! And how
true it is that they who dwell in the tents of wickedness will be
brought to desolation; and that they who by grace have a place in
the house of the Lord shall dwell therein and sing His praise for ever.
Epsom.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE " GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
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THE Queen broadcast a message of hope and encouragement on Saturday
night (November 11th last) to the women of the Empire. The concluding words of the message were: "We put our trust in God, Who
is our Refuge and Strength in all times of trouble. I pray with all
my heart that He may bless and guide and keep you always." We
rejoice at this acknowledgment of God by the most exalted lady in
the land.
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(8orrcsponllenre.
A READER'S CHEERING WORD.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
The times are so very solemn and serious, through the war we so
much dreaded having broken out. What the issues will be is known
only to the Lord, but we believe His sovereign, righteous will must be
fulfilled, and that He can, and that He will, overrule all the sad, terrible
things taking place among the nations for the ultimate good of His
Church and people.
The good work, however, of publishing and spreading the precious
truths of the Gospel, and of the Word of God (" which endureth for
ever "), is so much needed now that Satan and his agents appear so
busy and to have so much power in the earth.
Therefore, dear sir, may you still be Divinely helped to fill the pages
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE with the glad tidings of the Gospel of the
rich, free, all-sufficient grace of a Triune Jehovah-that poor sinners
(such is the one now using the pen) may be encouraged to " set their
hope in God" and to wait for the blessings of His salvation, for His
faithful Word declares, " they shall not be ashamed that wait for Me."
To again assist financially, please find a remittance enclosed herewith,
and kindly enter and acknowledge as A. B. R.
In these sad times of fear and anxiety, how much we need words of
comfort and assurance, even such as those you so nicely commented
upon in the " Family Portion" for October: "Be of good cheer, it
is I; be not afraid." The Divine Speaker has all power in heaven
and in earth, and is able to frustrate and overthrow the evil counsels
and designs of Hitler and Stalin and Satan in the earth. In this
critical time may we not conclude that our enemies are also God's
enemies? In a~swer to the prayers of the godly, may His power be
made manifest in defeating all their evil counsels, and in bringing about
such changes that the cruel weapon of destruction may soon be laid
aside, and the blessing of a righteous peace be restored on a firm and
lasting basis. May the Lord still bless and prosper all your labours,
and those of your fellow helpers, that His people may be comforted,
and increasing numbers called out of darkness into His marvellous
light-that His Holy Name may be glorified.
With Christian esteem.
Yours sincerely,

"THE Reformers mostly held Predestirw,tion, which is Grace under
another name. They held the Elect alone are regenerate; which
is fatal to the literal theory that all are regenerated in baptism."Canon A. R. Fausset.

The Gospel Magazine
~Ut

39

)l)oung folfu;' lDage.
CHANGING SCENES.

A LONG time ago, more than fifteen hundred years before 1940, a baby
boy was born in Scotland, at a village called Bonavern, on the banks
of the Clyde. At a time when there was still much heathenism in this
island, Bonavern was Christian, and Calpurnius, the father of the new
baby, was deacon of the Church. He and Conchessa his wife were
not merely Christians in name, but true believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ. The baby was baptized by the name of Succat; he grew up
a lively, high-spirited boy, always the leader among the other boys in
every sort of mischief. Nobody would object, I am sure, to a boy's
love of fun and enterprise; but Succat went too far, and grieved his
father and mother, who on their part were always trying to lead him
to spiritual things. But I am afraid their teaching made little impression on Succat.
It was whilst he was still quite young that the family left Bonavern,
and sailed to make their home in Brittany. It was not quite like going
to a foreign country, for Calpurnius was a Briton, and the British living
in Scotland were kin to the Bretons living in Brittany. Besides,
Conchessa's brother was Archbishop of Tours, so they felt they were
not so far from relations.
One day Succat and two of his sisters were playing on the sea-shore.
I expect they had done the same thing many a time before, without a
thought of danger. But on this occasion a terrible calamity overtook
them. A number of Irish pirates landed from their ships, seized all
three children, and carried them off over the sea! What grief and
sorrow there must have been in that home in Brittany, when the children
never returned, and the crime was discovered. It is dreadful to picture
the horror and despair of the two girls and their brother, torn away
so cruelly and unexpectedly from all that was dear to them. A
painful event such as this sometimes tempts people to say, "Why
does God allow such things to happen ~" And there is no answer to
that question, for God's thoughts are not as our thoughts, and we have
no right to reply against God. But sometimes He gives us a glimpse
of the workings of His providence, and we can see plainly from
what follows later why He has allowed some anguish or sorrow to
befall us.
So it was in the case of Succat. I do not know what became of his
sisters, poor girls; but when the boy was grown up, he wrote a book,
telling all his experiences. When the boats reached Ireland Succat
was sold as a slave to the chief of a heathen clan, and sent out into the
fields to look after the pigs. Poor Succat! He was only sixteen, not
much younger than that other boy who was sold into Egypt by his
wicked brothers hundreds of years before. I dare say Succat, kidnapped on the Breton shore, had very much the same feelings as
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J oseph, sold to the Midianite merchantmen. But when J oseph had
become great and famous, and his brothers came cringing before him,
he said to them, "Ye thought evil against me, but God meant it
unto good." It was the same with Succat, as you will soon see;
the Irish pirates thought evil against him, but God meant it unto
good.
One day Succat was out in the fields watching the pigs. He was
alone in a strange country, desolate and oppressed. Those who would
have loved and cared for him were far away; would he ever see them
again 1 He looked for some to take pity; but there was none. Yet
even then the Spirit of God was watching over the lonely boy. God,
Who comforted Hagar despairing in the wilderness, spoke to the
heart of Succat. With tears and groans he mourned for his sinful
life and longed to find a Saviour. And thus the Spirit brought him
to the feet of Jesus; for there is none other Name, whereby we may be
saved. "In that strange land," said Succat long afterwards, "the
Lord opened my unbelieving eyes, and I called my sins to mind, and
was converted with my whole heart to the Lord my God, Who regarded
my low estate, had pity on my youth and ignorance and consoled me
as a father consoles his children." There followed a time of suffering,
when Succat spent whole nights tending the herd in the forest and
on the mountains. But the rain and the snow and the frost only
drove the boy to depend more and more upon his God, and he became
unceasing in prayer.
I wish I could tell you how Succat was rescued; but (to make a
long story short) he was able to return at last to his father's house
and his mother's welcome. What a joyful meeting that must have
been! For not only was the lost son restored to his parents, but now
that his heart was changed, they were all one in Christ Jesus. Yet
though it must have made Succat very happy to be with his friends
again, especially in the new fellowship of grace, he could not rest
content. For he felt an urgent call within him to go back to the
Irish as a missionary! There were not many people who knew the
language; but Succat did, for he had learnt it in the hard school of
bondage. He felt it was his duty to preach the Gospel in the land
where he himself had been so greatly blessed. It was a struggle to go
but he went in the strength of God, and difficulties melted away.
It was not long before it could be plainly seen that Succat's call
was indeed of God. At the sound of his drum the tribes of heathen
Irish came in crowds, and listened to the Gospel of the grace of God.
The Holy Ghost poured out a blessing on the word that was preached,
so that numbers were converted, and Ireland was brought from darkness
to light.
Succat's name was changed to Patrick, and long afterwards he was
spoken of as "St. Patrick." It is a pity, because he was neither
more nor less a saint than the humblest believer, for all Christians are
saints. Perhaps Satan wanted to make men think more of the
missionary than of the Saviour he came to preach. But when you
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hear of St. Patrick, remember Succat, the poor slave-boy whose heart
the Lord opened.
See how Jesus brings His lost ones
Up from depths of sinful shame;
Christ will never spurn the sinner
Claiming refuge in His Name.
Are you by your sins made sad ?
Then will Jesus make you glad!

DAMARIS.
(The facts are taken from the account in D'Aubigne's "History of
the Reformation.")
CHILDREN'S REMARKS.
AN evacuated girl of seven said, " Do you believe in the devil? "
Minister: "Ob, yes, I believe there is a devil. The Bible says there

. "

IS.

Evacuated girl: "Father doesn't."
A little boy of five when told he could stay to the Sunday afternoon
service which followed the Sunday-school, said: "I can't stay, because
I have to have my hair cut to-night."
" Oh," the minister said, " you ought not to have your hair cut on
Sunday, the Lord's day."
Another little fellow, sitting next to him, rose and said, " I had my
hair cut last night."
" That's right," the minister said. "It is all right to have your
hair cut on Saturday night, but not on Sunday, the Lord's day."
Minister, to two little evacuated girls of seven: "What do you do
on Sunday in London? "
" Oh, we play and go to Sunday-school in the afternoon."
" Do your fathers or mothers go to Church or Chapel? "
" No, they don't go to Church or Chapel where we live (in London)."

PREACHING before Henry the Eighth, Latimer once said, "Latimer,
Latimer, thou art going to speak before the high and mighty King
Henry the Eighth, who is able, if he think fit, to take thy life away.
Be careful what thou sayest. But Latimer, Latimer, remember also
thou art about to speak before the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!
Take heed that thou dost not displease Him."
"LET anyone compare them (the Thirty-nine Articles) with the
confessions of other Reformed Churches, with which their spirit is in
such close unison-let him also take into account the acknowledged
Calvinistic opinions of almost all the compilers of our Articles and
Liturgy, as Jewell, Nowell, Cox, etc.-and he can have little doubt
but that sober and earnest evangelical principles are the truest Church
principles."-Canon A. R. Fausset.
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£n jflRemoriam.
THE LATE MRS. C. E. GREEN, OF FlNCHLEY,
LONDON.
WE were sorry to learn from a letter sent by her son (Mr. S. B. Green)
that Mrs. C. E. Green died on Monday evening, November 20th last,
at her home in London.
She" had been a subscriber of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for a number
of years," her son writes, " and knowing how very much she valued
it, I felt I should like to write and tell you of her death." Mrs. Green
"was 68 years of age and had attended Ebenenezer Strict Baptist
Chapel, Hampstead (recently removed to Golders Green), since she
was three years of age. She had been a member for forty years."
She was a sister of Mrs. Pearce, of Newquay, who is well known to
many of our readers. When spending a holiday some years ago with
our daughters at Newquay we met Mrs. Green at the house of her
sister. The trials of her life have been many, so that her son says,
"her whole life has been one of great tribulation," largely due to
bodily ill health. It is beautiful to read that" she remained conscious
right up to the last moment, and it was a wonderful privilege to sit
at her bedside. She was very happy and was simply longing to go.
I will just mention one of the things she was able to say during the
last few days. She turned to me with a smile and said, 'I cannot
speak very much now, but I feel that loudest of the crowd I'll sing.' "
The words occur in the last verse of the hymn, "When Thou, my
righteous Judge, shalt come," as printed in Gadsby's Hymn Book.
" Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er th' archangel's trump shall sound,
To see Thy smiling face;

Then loudest of the crowd I'll sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions dno,
W'ith shouts of sovereign grace."

We are informed that" the last text which she was heard to quote,
and which had evidently come to her with great power, was, 'Father
I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I
am,' and she said that she would soon be with Him, and see Him
face to face."
What an infinite mercy it is that the Lord's dear servant anticipated
with certainty that she would see the face of Him Who loved her
and gave Himself for her. What an immense comfort too does this
bring to the hearts of the sorrowing ones left behind. Oh, the mercy
of being amongst those who are enabled to welcome the Gospel of God's
grace into their hearts. We are very glad that Mrs. Green's son says,
" I hope to be able to continue her subscription (to the GOSPEL MAgAZINE) in her place." We tender our warm Christian sympathy to all
the members of the family.
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THE LATE MRS. J. A. CHAPMAN, OF BATH.
ON Saturday, Dec. 9th, we were surprised to learn that Mrs. J. A.
Chapman, of Bath, had been called to her eternal Home on Nov.
9th last. During the latter part of our ministry at Kensington
Episcopal Chapel, Bath, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Chapman, and their son
and daughter, became regular members of our congregation. Though
they lived nearly two miles away they regularly attended the morning
and evening services on the Lord's day, and also the week-day service.
It was a great encouragement to us to see them and we often had
happy Christian fellowship with them at their home. The first time
we called, after some pleasant conversation, a copy of the Scriptures
was put into our hands that we might read and pray with them.
Thus the Word of God was honoured in their home, and the Lord's
day was regularly honoured as it came round week by week. The
touching letter which we print from Mr. Chapman shows that the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE was warmly welcomed and the great truths therein
set forth were greatly loved. Now our dear departed friend needs no
earthly literature to cheer her, but she has entered upon the enjoyment of that heavenly blessedness to which all the elect people of God
become heirs through the infinite grace of God. Our warm, tender.
and prayerful sympathy is extended to the bereaved husband and
family, and we subjoin Mr. Chapman's letter which gives some account
of the dear one's closing days.
" ELLERSLIE,
"35, UPPER OLDFIELD PARK,
" BATH.
" December 6th, 1939.
" DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" You will see by the enclosed memorial card that you have lost
one of your regular readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, one who loved
the good old truths therein advocated and looked forward each month
for its arrival, and after reading, it was passed on to other Christian
friends. She often looked back to the pleasant memory of sitting
under your ministry at Kensington Chapel, Bath.
" During the past few years she had been realizing her failing health,
but was able to carry on fairly as usual with her household duties up
to the last hour of her life, and was always anxious on the Sabbath
to keep that precept, 'Not forsaking the assembly of yourselves
together.' She was at the morning service at Widcombe Chapel on
Nov. 5th, her last Sabbath here below. In the evening, owing to the
black-out, we held a homely family service togp.ther, and had an
unusually sweet and spiritual time with the fruits of the Spirit plainly
evident in us each. We read one of Gadsby's hymns (720)" 'Endless blessings on the Lamb !
Broken hearts repeat the same ;
His dear heart was broken too,
When he bore the cross for you.'
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" After a portion of Scripture and prayer we read a few pages in
the early part of John Flavel's The Mystery of Providence. Our hearts
were each humbled before the Lord. Surely as Job says, ' The secret
of God was upon our Tabernacles.' Since her death we realize that it
was the good hand of our God preparing us for the trial which was
close at hand, and since that time to the present every circumstance,
large or small, has been taken off our shoulders by Him Who has
caused' All things to work together for good,' bless His Holy Name!
" The funeral service was held in our dining room, Mr. H. Galley and
Mr. J. R. Huntley officiating. The interment was at Trowbridge
cemetery.
"Her departure was very unexpected. On her seventy-ninth birthday, Nov. 6th, the doctor said he could find nothing of a serious nature,
and at 1 o'clock on the day she died, the 9th, he thought there was an
improvement, but about 5 o'clock, after a sudden attack she passed
away, sitting in her chair by the dining-room fire, the doctor describing
the cause as syncope. It came as a great shock to us after fifty-eight
years of married life. You will doubtless remember her personally
ordering in 1915 the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of you, when you and Mrs.
Houghton paid us a visit. I thought you would be interested to
have these few lines, as you have already passed this way. We have
had many kind Christian friends sympathizing with us.
" May God's rich blessing rest upon you and yours, and may you
be spared for a long time to come to continue your faithful work as
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, is the prayer of yours in the best
of bonds.
"J. A. CHAPMAN."

=======

THE LATE MR. R. E. BRIDER, OF BRISTOL.
MR. R. E. BRIDER'S name has been familiar to our readers for a great
number of years. The Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy,
which for many years he has faithfully and courageously carried on,
was founded in the year 1873. Since then the Air Force bas come
into being, and the object of the Mission was to receive Gospel literature
(including Bibles and Testaments) for free distribution amongst
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and merchant seamen. Depending on the
Lord for the supply of his personal needs, Mr. Brider has earnestly
and courageously carried on this work. For several years now his
health has been very poor. In his last Annual Report he wrote:
" I am an invalid confined to the house, the sight of the remaining eye
being very dim, but the Lord enables me to continue the work for
His Majesty's Forces." During the year 1938 he sent out 1000 parcels
to the 180 stations on his books. The many letters he received from
chaplains and workers amongst our soldiers and sailors bear testimony
to the great value of the work of the Gospel Book Mission.
With great devotion Mr. Brider has persevered in this work, and he
thus set an example to many other labourers in the Lord's vineyard.
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At last, however, his labours have come to an end. On Monday evening,
November 27th, he was suddenly called Home, and is now, we believe,
for ever with the Lord.
The funeral took place at Arno's Vale Cemetery, Bristol, on Friday,
December 1st. The Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, Rector of St. Mary-IePort Church, officiated, assisted by the Rev. Jacob. Amongst
those who were present were Dr. J. A. Alexander, Dr. L. M. Houghton,
and Miss J. Alexander. Though we were not personally acquainted
with Mr. Brider, we felt he was doing an excellent work, and we
admired his zeal, devotion, and courage in carrying it on despite his
bodily weaknesses.
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to his widow and son.
May the Lord comfort, cheer, and guide them.

lDrote£,tant 16eacon.
MASSES AT ALL SAINTS', MARGARET STREET, LONDON.
IN a letter dated November 6th last, addressed to the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Mr. J. A. Kensit says :" In the light of what we are complaining concerning Hitlerism, I
ought to remind you that the present vicar of All Saints' has given
his pledge of assent to the Thirty-Nine Articles, and to the use of the
Book of Common Prayer only. The ordinary man, turning to the
Articles reads in that numbered 31, that Masses are blasphemous
fables and dangerous deceits, and he finds in the Article the grounds
upon which such strong language is used. Yet, during the present
festival at All Saints', Margaret Street, no less than twenty Masses
are announced. Nor is it the mere title that one has a right to object
to, for every detail of the Roman Mass is followed. In ritual movement,
in the vestments adopted, and in its whole setting, including the
elevation and the adoration of the Host, which both our black rubric
and Article 28 stigmatize as idolatry, and therefore non-admissible.
Devotions before the Sacrament, so utterly un-English and completely
lacking Prayer Book authority, are announced daily for the festival,
such devotions including the grossest form of adoration of the Sacrament.
"Last Thursday, the Roman Catholic 'All Souls' Day' was
announced, and at a ' Low Mass' the candles became brown, according
to Roman usage, and there were black drapings, whilst the vestments
were also black. A catafalque stood at the entrance to the chancel
surrounded by six large brown candles, and at the close of the Mass
the celebrant had his chasuble removed and was then adorned in a
black cope for the absolutions of the dead. In this Roman ceremonial
he passed round the catafalque, sprinkling it with holy water and
!tfterwards censing it. On the same day at ' Devotions' before the
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Sacrament, the Reserved Sacrament was drawn out from the Tabernacle,
and 'the host' in a ciborium was deliberately adored. 'The host'
was censed, the sanctus bell rung; priest, thurifer and congregation
prostrated themselves before it, after which' the host' was replaced
in the Tabernacle."
The Reformers say of such adoration, " That were idolatry, to be
abhorred of all faithful Christians." The Lord says, "Shall I not
visit for these things 1 saith the Lord: shall not my soul be avenged
on such a nation as this 1 " (Jer. v. 29).

lL{ebiellls anll §lotices of

~ooas.

THE MEDICAL ASPECT OF SABBATH OBSERVANCE. By Professor D.
MacCallum Blair, M.B., Ch.B. Pp. 10. Price 2d., post free.
(Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.C.!.)
Professor Blair is professor of Anatomy and Anthropology in King's
College, London. He writes therefore from the medical point of view,
and he shows that the observance of the Lord's day benefits the body,
the mind, and the soul. He quotes Sir James Crichton Browne as
saying, " Let us carefully preserve our British Sunday in all its sedateness and tranquillity, if for no other motive than for its health productive power."
A DEFINITE REDEMPTION. By Rev. W. J. GRIER, B.A. Pp. 8.
Price 2d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
Mr. Grier is Editor of The Irish Evangelist. He proves this doctrine
from the Doctrine of Election, from Scripture, from the nature of
Christ's death, from His intercession, and from the analogy betwixt
Adam and Christ. Objections are answered in the concluding pages.
The pamphlet is very clearly and ably written. We suggest that the
word " salvation" in the fifth line from the top of page 5 should be
" condemnation."
" THE promises of the Gospel are the Christian's Bank Cheques. The
Lord Jesus lives as our rich and everlasting Banker. The treasures of
grace and the fulness of glory in Him, compose the unsearchable
riches of Zion's new Covenant Bank; which never can break and
never can fail. To the believer, this bank stands open night and day;
the more he draws by faith and prayer upon it, the more he is enriched
from it, and the more welcome he is to come again; for there is nothing
pleaseth our Heavenly Banker so much as to come often and ask
largely."

