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" Who comforteth us In all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4.

A CHEERING WORD FOR THE NEW YEAR.

" Rejoice evermore."-1 THESSALONIANS v. 16.
BmLE truth is always needed by the LORD'S people, though
sometimes one truth may be more suited to our needs than
another. We may read a chapter one day, and it may not take
hold of us. Nothing in it specially grips us. On another day the
same chapter may specially attract us and be a means of comfort,
guidance, and cheer.
Articles for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have to be written a considerable time in advance of its publication. At the moment of
writing it might be thought by some that the exhortation to
"rejoice evermore" was hardly appropriate to the solemn and
dark times in which we are living, but the word translated " evermore" means "at all times," "always." When, therefore, the
year 1941 dawns the inspired words of the apostle will still sound
in the ears of' GOD'S people. Whether the war news may be
brighter or gloomier, it will still be suitable for the LORD'S people
to pray that the GOD of hope may fill them with all joy and peace
in believing, that they may abound in hope, through the power
of the HOLY GHOST. It is easy for the LORD'S people to begin
the new year down in the dumps, but, as those who are predestined
for heavenly glory, it is more becoming for them to "rejoice
in hope of the glory of GOD." If the world says to those who
are in it, "Keep smiling," how much more should the saved
people of GOD be of good cheer. "Let the righteous (then) be
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glad; let them rejoice before GOD: yea, let them exceedingly
rejoice. Sing unto GOD, sing praises to His Name: extol Him
that rideth upon the heavens by His Name JAH, and rejoice
before Him" (Ps. lxviii. 3, 4).
No doubt there were troubles in the world when the apostle
wrote his first Epistle to the Thessalonian saints, yet he said to
them, "Rejoice evermore." Paul himself had been" shamefully
entreated at Philippi." The Thessalonian saints had suffered
many things of their own countrymen. Affiictions had been their
portion. Persecutions and tribulations were part of their appointed
lot. Yet he says, "Rejoice evermore." (See 1 Thess. ii. 2, 14;
iii. 3; 2 Thess: i. 4.)
If, therefore, we emphasize this exhortation at the beginning of
the new year, we are in the line of apostolic teaching. Whatever
the international situation, and whatever be our own peculiar
circumstances, there will still be reason to rejoice and to go on
rejoicing. Think of the words of the Prophet Habakkuk. He
wrote, "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall
fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the
fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold,
and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will re1'owe in the
LORD, I will foy in the GOD of my salvation" (Hab. ill. 17, 18).
Real and permanent joy does not characterize the world of the
ungodly. No doubt they enjoy worldly pleasures. Worldly places
of amusement, worldly books, worldly music, and worldly company
give them pleasure. In many cases, like the prodigal, they" waste
their substance in riotous living." His joys, however, brought
him to ruin, and true joy of heart was only his portion when he
was reconciled to his father and back in his father's house. In
like manner, the sinner, who has wandered from GoD and taken
his fill of the pleasures of sin, finds that" the way of transgressors
is hard." When, however, being convicted of sin, he returns to
GOD, seeking pardon and reconciliation through the atoning blood
of His dear SON, then he experiences the blessedness of the man
whose iniquity is forgiven and whose sin is covered. Then, being
clothed with the garments of salvation, and covered with the robe
of CHRIST'S righteousness, he can say, "I will greatly rejoice in
the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my GOD" (Isa. lxi. 10).
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But even those who have "the joy of salvation" get down
at times. Hence they need to be stirred up to rejoice evermore.
Hence the exhortation of the apostle is applicable to the LORD'S
people to-day. They look back, it may be, on the past year.
They recall all the horrors of the war. In many cases GOD'S
people have had to be evacuated from their own homes, or they
have spent many sleepless nights as a result of anti-aircraft guns
and German bombs falling around them. They may be wondering
what the year 1941 will bring. Shall we ever get back to restful
nights and prosperous days ~ Will our newspapers continue to
be filled with terrible war news ~ Shall we ever get back to
peaceful, punctual, and unrestricted travelling ~ May we ever
again expect our letters and newspapers to be delivered punctually ~ Must our hearts continue to be saddened by the destruction
or damaging of hospitals, Churches, palaces and cottages, shops
and offices, and places of business ~ Must the darkness of the
black-out continue to make locomotion at night difficult and
dangerous ~
But in answer to all these questionings and surmisings, what
does your LORD say~ He says, " Take no thought for the morrow;
for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof" (Matt. vi. 34).
Wherefore, let us seek for grace to be anxious about nothing,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving,
let our requests be made known unto GOD.
"Be still, my heart! these anxious cares
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares;
They cast dishonour on thy LORD,
And contradict His gracious Word.
" Brought safely by His hand thus far,
Why wilt thou now give place to fear?
How canst thou want if He provide,
Or lose thy way with such a Guide?
(Even in the black-out He is thy Guide.)
" He Who has helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
(John Newton.)

Rejoice, then, evermore.
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REJOICE IN THE LORD.

Three times over in his Epistle to the Philippians, the apostle
says, "Rejoice in the LORD." In the third chapter and the first
verse he says, " Rejoice in the LORD." Then in the fourth chapter
(verse 4) he says, "Rejoice in the LORD alway." Then lest this
exhortation should slip from our minds he says, "Again, I say
Rejoice."
Now, then, on this the first morning of the new year, whatever
the news and whatever the weather, you are bidden to rejoice
in the LORD. He is just the same as ever He was-to the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." There is no one in whom
you should delight as you should delight in Him. He loved you
and gave Himself for you. His blood has cleansed you from all
your sins and has secured the fulfilment of the promise, "Their
sins and iniquities I will remeD;lber no more."
He .is your keeping SAVIOUR. "He is able to save them to the
uttermost that come unto GOD by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
He is your omnipotent SAVIOUR. All power in heaven and earth
is His. There is nothing He cannot do for you.
He is your unchangeable SAVIOUR. His love to you never alters.
Tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, or the
sword, are all unable to separate you from His love.
He is an abiding and ever-present SAVIOUR. He is with you
always, and will never leave you nor forsake you.
He is a tender and sympathizing SAVIOUR. He can be touched
with the feeling of your infirmities. He knows what sore temptations mean.
German bombs can deprive GOD'S people of many earthly things,
but they cannot deprive them of CHRIST and all the bless~gs He
has secured for His redeemed people.
REJOICE BECAUSE YOUR NAMES ARE ·WRITTEN
IN HEAVEN.
Here is another reason for rejoicing. When the seventy disciples
returned from. their tour, they rejoiced because the devils were
subject unto them through CHRIST'S Na!lle. It was certainly a
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ground for rejoicing, but the LORD said to them, "Notwithstanding
in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you "-let not
this be your chief reason for rejoicing-" but rather rejoice, because
your names are written in heaven."
Miraculous gifts do not secure heavenly blessedness. " Many
will say ... have we not in Thy Name cast out devils ~ and in
Thy Name done many wonderful works~ And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work
iniquity" (Matt. vii. 22, 23).
The LORD will not say this to those whose names are written
in heaven. They are the people whom He will welcome into the
new Jerusalem, the city that is to come. (see Rev. xxi. 27.)
German bombs can destroy libraries and many valuable books,
but they cannot destroy "The Lamb's Book of life." They
cannot obliterate the names inscribed in that Book. What an
immense and an everlasting ground of rejoicing, if you belong to
"The Church of the first born, which are written in heaven"
(Heb. xii. 23).
REJOICE BECAUSE YOU ARE PERSECUTED FOR ClptIST'S
SAKE.
Our LORD gives persecution for His Name's sake as a ground
of rejoicing. Do men hate you, separate you from their company,
reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the SON OF
MAN'S sake ~ "Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for,
behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner
did their fathers unto the prophets" (Luke vi. 22, 23). '
Of course, we must watch lest we give just grounds of offence
or hatred. But if we are true to CHRIST and out and out on,His
side, refusing to compromise, then we must expect at least a
measure of persecution (see 2 Tim. ill. 12).
Look at the apostles after they were beaten and forbidden to
speak in the Name of Jesus. "They departed from', the presence
of the council, rejoicing that they we~ecounted,worthy, to. suffer
shame, for His Name" (Acts v. 41). " "·If we suffer., ~e llhaU, also
reign ,with Him "(2 Tim. ii. 12). , ' , '
Is not that a ground of rejoicing ~ ", ."
. . ','
>'
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REJOICE EVERMORE.
That is, reJOIce at all times, always. The apostle says, "As
sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing"; "I am exceeding joyful in all
our tribulation" (2 Cor. vi. 10; vii. 4).
Sorrows and trials are more or less the portion of all the elect
people of GOD, but even in our sorrows we have reason to rejoice.
The past year has brought its sorrows and trials, but has it not
also been full of mercies ~ Have w,e not reason to remember all
His benefits which we have experienced even during the war ~
And if we remember them, can we do otherwise than bless His
Name~

But are we to do nothing else but rejoice ~ Is there no weeping
on the way to Zion ~ Yes, verily, but the weeping is not to shut
out the rejoicing. By Divine grace we can weep and rejoice at the
same time. "Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with
them that weep." Yet, as you are to "rejoice in the LORD
alway," you are to rejoice even while you weep.
Weeping does not separate you from your LORD, and in your
sorrows, and in the sorrows of your Christian brethren, He is
still to your heart the chiefest among ten thousand and the
altogether lovely. Hence, delight thyself alway in the LORD.
Even when saddened by your sins, rejoice in Him as the Fountain
open for your sin and uncleanness.
Even when you sigh and cry because of the abominations that
are done by others, still rejoice in the LORD. He reigns still, and
is working all things after the council of His Own will. " Rejoice
in hope of the glory of GOD." 5hat glory is to be your eternal
portion. No war, pestilence, or famine can deprive you of it.
Thus there is no time when GoD'S people have not reason to
rejoice. Quite true we often, or at least sometimes, get depressed.
We are no better than Elijah when he sat under the juniper tree.
Brave and faithful though he was, he fell into despair.
But we are not to encourage despairing feelings. Rather are
we to encourage ourselves in the LORD our GOD. Therefore let
us pray that the LORD may enable us to rejoice when we riile in
the morning and when we retire at night, and to rejoice during
all the hou~s between. Let our prayer be, "Rejoice the soul of
Thy servant: for unto Thee, 0 LORD, do I lift. up my soul"
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(Ps. lxxxvi. 4). "Let all those that put their trust in Thee
rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because Thou defendest them:
let them also that love Thy Name be joyful in Thee. For Thou,
LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt Thou compass
him as with· a shield" (Ps. v. 11, 12).
JEHOVAH, the Covenant GOD of His people, defends them, He
will bless them, and with favour He will compass them as with
a shield. What blessed incentives to rejoice in Him !
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

A PARLOUR FULL OF DUST.
(From" Pilgrim's Progress," The Interpreter's House.)
THEN he (the Interpreter) took him (Christian) by the hand, and led
him into a very large parlour that was full of dust because never
swept; the which after he had reviewed a little while, the Interpreter
called for a man to sweep. Now, when he began to sweep, the dust
began so abundantly to fly about, that Christian had almost therewith been choked. Then said the Interpreter to a damsel that stood
by, Bring hither the water, and sprinkle the room; the which when
she had done, it was swept and cleansed with pleasure.
Then said Christian, What means this?
The Interpreter answered, This parlour is the heart of a man that
was never sanctified by the sweet grace of the Gospel. The dust is
his original sin, and inward corruptions, that have defiled the whole
man. He that began to sweep at first, is the Law; but she that
brought water and did sprinkle it, is"the Gospel. Now whereas thou
sawest, that so soon as the first began to sweep, the dust did so fly
about, that the room by him could not be cleansed, but that thou
wast almost choked therewith; this is to show thee, that the law,
instead of cleansing the heart (by its working) from sin, doth revive,
put strength into, and increase it in the soul, even as it doth discover
and forbid it, for it doth not give power to subdue.
Again, as thou sawest the damsel sprinkle the room with water,
upon which it was cleansed with pleasure; this is to show thee, that
when the Gospel comes in the sweet and precious influences thereof
to the heart, then, I say, even as thou sawest the damsel lay the dust
by sprinkling the floor with water, so is sin vanquished and subdued,
and the soul made clean, through the faith of it, and consequently
fit for the King of glory to inhabit."
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THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD'S PEOPLE.
"Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations."PSALM xc. 1.

AT the time of writing we are still engaged in war, and these words
of Moses, the man of God, seem specially full of comfort for the
people of God. Human shelters abound for our protection in
these days of air raids, but no shelter is as safe as that of which
Moses here speaks.
There are some passages of Scripture to which we turn more
frequently than to others, and this is one of them. Amid all
the disturbances of this mortal life, whether arising from war or
other causes, it is sweet to recall that God is our dwelling place.
He is our refuge. Under the shadow of His wings we may hide.
He, "the eternal God is our refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms."
The pilgrims to the heavenly Zion may be alone in regard to
earthly companionships, but the passing of years never severs
them from the company of their Covenant God. He never dies.
He never removes. Ever and always He is with His people. He
has been their dwelling place in the past. He is their dwelling
place now. He will be their dwelling place in all their future
experiences. In ages past He has been their Help. In reference
to years to come He is their Hope. He is in very deed their
eternal Home.
Let us, then, as we go forth into a new year, think of Him as
our dwelling place.
1. We may first note that He is an accessible dwelling place.
Not all dwelling places are accessible to all. Many of us have
stood outside the London dwelling place of our gracious king,
but armed sentries are at the gates forbidding entrance to any
but a favoured few. Favoured, indeed, are those who have access
to the Divine dwelling place, but through Christ all sorts of
believing sinners have access by one Spirit unto the Father. There
is only one way to this dwelling place, but high and low, rich and
poor, the learned and the comparatively ignorant, may walk in it,

.I
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if they come as poor sinners feeling their need of Divine mercy,
and trusting in the blood and righteousness of their Divine Surety.
Christ says, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by Me" (John xiv. 6).
By Him, however, if any man enter into the way, He shall be
saved. A Divine welcome will be given Him: All believers are
permitted to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. They
may come boldly to the Throne of Grace, to obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.
No sentry bars the way to this dwelling place in the case of
those who seek, under the Spirit's influence, to dwell in the secret
place of the Most High. When they are approaching this dwelling
place the Father sees them, even when they are yet a great way
off, and He runs and falls on their necks and kisses them.
2. Note, secondly, this is a dwelling place for the living, not for
the dead.
There are really two classes of people-the dead in trespasses
and sins, and those who have been spiritually quickened or made
alive. Only the spiritually alive want to enter this dwelling place.
The spiritually dead have neither the power nor the inclination to
walk in the path which leads to this Divine dwelling place. Hence
they need to be born again. "Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God." He must be born of the Spirit
ere he can enter God's kingdom, and the Divine dwelling place.
It is only then that he sees what a sinner he is and he is also led
to see what a Saviour Christ is. Then it is that he finds that
Christ takes him by the hand and introduces him to the Father
as one of those for whom He graciously laid down His life.
Dead people do not dwell in this dwelling place. It is not a
cemetery for the dead, but an abode for the living.
Art thou dead or alive, 0 reader ~ Who knows but that some
dead sinner may read these words and that the Holy Ghost may
make them a means of blessing to his soul.
3. Thirdly, we may rightly say that this is a welljurnished
dwelling place. It is not an empty house.
a. It has a wardrobe.
Beautiful and suitahle,'garments are provided for all who dwell
in this dwelling .place. .Before they enter it, they doff the filthy
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rags of their own righteousness, and having been Divinely clothed
they say, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be
joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth
herself with her jewels" (Isa. lxi. 10).
These garments are not of human origin. They are not made
by sinful hands and purchased by earthly gold. They are Divinely
and gratuitously provided. They are bestowed without money and
without price, though the precious blood of Christ had to be shed
to secure them. These garments are described in the parable as
" the best robe" with which the returning sinner must be clothed
ere he sits down at the feast in the Father's house.
b. This dwelling place is furnished with a dining-room.
Its table is spread with "a feast of fat things, a feast of wines
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well
refined" (Isa. xxv. 6).
The Bread of Life is placed on its table, and the Lord of the
house satisfies the longing soul .and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness.
The spiritual babes are not forgotten. For them "the sin!3ere
milk of the Word" is supplied.
Associated with this dwelling place is "the Fountain of living
waters" (Jer. ii. 13), and the proclamation is heard, "Ho, every one
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money;
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1). To those who hear this
invitation with the inward ear, - it is said, "Therefore with joy
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation" (Isa. xii. 3).
c. There is a library associated with this dwelling place.
On its shelves are sixty-six volumes. The first volume takes
us back to the beginning when God created the old heavens and the
old earth. The last volume leads us forward to a new heaven
and a new earth. These volumes are full of Divine and imperishable truth. They are all given by inspiration of God and they are
" profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17).
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The dwellers in this dwelling place, all, more or less, delight
to repair to this library and read its volumes. Some are more
studious than others. They" delight in the law of the Lord,
and in His law do they meditate day and night" (Ps. i. 2).
d. There is also a drawing-room associated with this dwelling
place.
The dwellers all fear the Lord, and, in proportion as they are
under the influence of His Spirit, they love to go into the drawingroom and speak often one to another. The Lord hearkens and
hears what they say, and a book of remembrance is written before
Him for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon His
Name. "And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in
that day when I make up my jewels" (see Mal. iii. 16, 17).
They are kindred spirits. They love to talk about the Lord
of the place. They talk of His creative power, His redeeming
grace, His providential mercies, His faithfulness, His eternal love,
His goodness, His mercy, and all the riches of His grace, past,
present, and to come.
e. We may also rightly say that this dwelling place has a bath
room.
The inhabitants are not unfallen angels. They are redeemed
sinners, and they are also saints; all of them, but they are not
yet without fault. " In many things they offend all." Not one
of them is perfect. Hence they need to repair to the bath room
for daily cleansing. No day passes but they need to wash their
feet in the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness. What a
mercy that they can all say and need to say, "The blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us fro~ all sin."
4. We may now notice that this is a really safe dwelling place.
Our earthly dwelling places and even the Anderson shelters are
not perfectly safe. At the time of writing it would seem that we
cannot say that any place is infallibly safe. But no German
bomb can fall upon or injure the dwelling place of which Moses
the man of God speaks. Solomon, inspired by the Holy Ghost,
said of this dwelling place, "The Name of the Lord is a strong
tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe" (Prov. xviii. 10).
The dwellers in this dwelling place can say, "I will both lay
me down in peace, and sleep: for Thou, Lord, only makest me

12

The Gospel Magazine

dwell in safety" (Ps. iv. 8). No real harm can happen to those
who" abide under the shadow of the Almighty" (Ps. xci. 1).
Burglars have no tools wherewith to enter this dwelling place.
5. Finally, we may say that this is an abiding dwelling place.
It never becomes uninhabitable. No evacuation orders are ever
given in regard to those who dwell in this habitation. It never
becomes dilapidated and unfit for the redeemed to live in it.
This dwelling place has been the abode of the saints in all
generations. The patriarchs such as Abel, Enoch, oah, and
Abraham, Isaac, and J acob dwelt in it. Moses and Aaron and
Joshua and all the saints in their days dwelt in it. The saints
in the time of the Judges and in the time of the Kings and in the
time of the Babylonian captivity dwelt in it. The saints in
apostolic times dwelt in it. The remnant of medieval saints dwelt
in it. The martyrs and other saints of the Reformation dwelt in
it. The Puritan saints and the saints of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries dwelt in it. The saints of to-day dwell in it,
and looking back upon the long past and recalling the saints of
all previous ages, and identifying themselves with them as one
body in Christ, they say with hearts full of gratitude to God,
"Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations."
Moreover, what He has been He will be. Goodness and mercy
shall follow the saints all the days of their lives, and they shall
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. Wherefore, be of good
cheer, all ye saints of God. Behold, God is still your salvation.
Therefore trust and. be not afraid.
THE EDITOR.
WOMEN IN MEN'S ATTIRE.
" The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither
shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are
abomination unto the Lord thy God."-DEUTERONOMY xxii. 5.

JAMIESON, FAUSSET AND BROWN'S commentary on the above passage
says, " The adoption of the habiliments of the one sex by the other is
an outrage on decency, obliterates the distinctions of nature by fostering
softness and effeminacy in the man, impudence and boldness in the
woman, as well as levity and hypocrisy in both; and, in short, opens
the door to an influx of so many evils, that all who wear the dress of
another sex are pronounced ' an abomination unto the Lord.' "
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And the government shall be upon His shoulder."ISAIAH ix. 6.
A GLORIOUS declaration; a gracious assurance to the saints of God,
that Divine power and equally Divine love is exercised thence for
them, whilst ruling in the midst of their enemies to their sure and
final overthrow.
Our attention is drawn to the marginal reference of our text, and
we find one, and one only, to Matthew xxviii. 18. It embodies all!
The words fell from the lips of Him Who cannot lie, and Who declared
them as their resurrected Lord to His eleven disciples. "All power
is given unto Me." The Father was well-pleased with His beloved
Son, Who had accomplished all His will and work. That work was
" finished" on Calvary, and now the Father entrusts to His Son the
power to gather in every elect vessel of mercy to the last " one." Of
"them whom Thou hast given Me, I have lost none "-not one. All
power is given unto Him as the Keeper of His saints and their King
to rule in righteousness over their every enemy.
There is a wonderful enlarging out of this text in Matthew, and,
if the readers happen to be using a Bagster's Bible, they will find
no fewer than twelve references in the margin which would at a glance
convince the student that the Holy Spirit is dealing with a vast and
important subject. The first reference we find is to Psalm ii. 6. The
heathen rage, and the rulers of the earth take counsel together
against the Lord and His anointed Son, and all in unruly insurrection
and human pride. "Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of
Zion." "My.King," says Jehovah, is He Who could declare" All
power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth."
Another reference is to Psalm lxxxix. 19-a Psalm which declares
Covenant mercy and salvation. Jehovah speaks in vision to His
Holy One on Whom He depended, and upon Whom He had " laid
help, " and that even upon" One that is mighty." Hence the Son
could say, " All power is given unto Me."
Again, there is Psalm ex. 1-3 referred to. And here also we find-the
Father declaring the greatness of His well-beloved Son in subduing
His enemies and making His blood-bought people, "willing in the
day of His power." "All power is given unto Me," said He Who was
entrusted with that Covenant people's salvation.
We find another of these marginal references in Daniel vii. 14,
where we have that wonderful vision in which the prophet beheld
" One like the Son of Man," coming in the clouds of heaven unto the
Ancient of days. "And there was given Him dominion and glory,
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages, should serve
Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass

14

The Gospel Magazine

away, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." "All power
is given unto Me," spake their King.
We find our fifth reference is to Luke i. 32, where we have the
announcement to Mary, who was to " conceive . . . and bring forth a
Son, and thou shalt call His Name Jesus. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest," etc.; a reigning King "for
ever, " and over" a kingdom of which there shall be no end." And
well could it be said by Him, "All power is given unto Me!"
Moreover, this rich marginal reference leads us to John xvii. 2,
where the veil is lifted, and His Church is privileged to hear those
thrice-sacred words of the Son of Man to His Father, saying, " Glorify
Thy SO,n, that Thy Son may glorify Thee. As Thou hast given
Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as
many as Thou hast given Him." It was an High Priestly prayer
before the coming great Sacrifice. But he had " all power" given
Him before and "all power" given Him in consequence of it
afterwards !
Then our thoughts are led on by the next reference to Romans
xiv. 9, where we have the power of Christ's resurrection set forth
and the security of the saints therein. "For whether we live, we
live unto the Lord; and whether we die we die unto the Lord; whether
we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ
both died and rose and revived, that He might be Lord both of the
dead and of the living." Christ their life! Christ their living Hope,
their Lord of resurrection life, Who had said, "Because I live, ye
shall live also." Truly," All power," He could say, "is given unto
Me in heaven and in earth."
Moreover, in Ephesians i. 20, 21, our marginal reference leads our
, thoughts to the setting forth of the greatness of the saints' resurrected
Lord, and the greatness of the Father's love and power, "which He
wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him
at His Own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, put also in that which is to come."
And again we repeat the glorious assertion of our Lord's own words,
"All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth."
We are still further enriched in our meditation by turning up the
next reference given us and finding in Hebrews ii. 8 the authority
of King Jesus declared, and how" the Father hath put all things in
subjection under His feet," and delights to honour His well-beloved
Son Who has all power at His rightful disposal to subdue the people
under Him.
Then we have that beautiful reference to 1 Peter iii. 22. A glimpse
within the veil, where all are of one mind, and with one note the
whole multitude in heaven sings unceasingly, " Worthy is the Lamb."
For Jesus is there, the centre of all worship. He is King by His
Own kingly right upon His throne, and " on the right hand of God;
angels and authorities and powers being ma.de subject unto Him."
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Tho angelic throng and the redeemed throng all worshipping and
glorifying Him unto Whom all power is given.
Our last marginal reference brings us to the great scene of consummation glory, when "The kingdoms of this world are become the
Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever
and ever." Oh, think of it, the sufferings, the humiliation of that
lonely Stranger upon earth, then" despised and rejected of men,"
now taking to Himself His blood-bought rights and reigning a
triumphant, all conquering King! And thus our hearts may well
rejoice, beloved readers, in the words which these wonderful references
have so ably supplied us and repeat the words once more of our
glorious God and Saviour. "All power is given unto Me in heaven
and in earth." Rightly and gloriously the government of worlds
shall be upon His shoulder. "Government" supposes a realm over
which the governor rules and holds sway. Moreover, government
must be by a fit person; one upon whom all responsibility rests, and
who has wisdom and knowledge and strength, and in whom the
people can trust. We have a beautiful type laid down for us in the
history of J oseph. For the Lord was with His dear servant and
brought him forth from prison and degradation to be promoted and
honoured above all in the land. "Thou shalt be over my house, and
according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled," said Pharaoh,
the king of Egypt. "And Joseph was the governor over the land,
and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him
with their faces to the earth" (Gen. xli. 40; xlii. 6). And we think,
too, of Solomon, whom the Lord named and loved. "And the people
did eat and drink before the Lord on that day with great gladness;
and they made Solomon, the son of David, king the second time,
and anointed him unto the Lord to be the chief governor, and Zadok
the priest" (1 Chron. xxix. 22).
Do not these two references carry our thoughts beyond to the great
Antitype, of Whom it is written, "For the kingdom is the Lord's;
and He is the Governor among the nations" (Ps. xxii. 28). And
again, " And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their Governor
shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause Him to draw
near, and he shall approach unto Me; for who is this that hath engaged
his heart to approach unto Me, saith the Lord 1" (Jer. xxx. 21).
This is He Who was gloriously spoken of,too, by the prophet Micah
(v. 2), " But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto
Me, that is to be a ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting." The chief priests and scribes of the
peClple, quoting this very passage to Herod the king, declared its
actual fulfilment of Him Who was "born King" in Bethlehem.
" For out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule My people
I::;rael" (Matt. ii. 6).
" And the government shall be upon His shoulder." "Shoulder" was
Lhe ensign of office and strength. It was denoting the sustaining of
2
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that government. We get this truth beautifully enforced in Isaiah
xxii. 22, where God's servant Eliakim is spoken of:: "And I will
clothe Him with thy robe, and strengthen Him wi th thy girdle, and
I will commit thy government into His hand; and] le shall be a
father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the 110llNe of Judah;
and the key of the house of David will I lay upon ]-I iN "houlder; so
he shall open, and none shall shut, and He shall shu t allt! none shall
open. And I will fasten Him as a nail in a sure place; alld "Fre shall
be for a glorious throne to His father's house. And they Hllull hang
upon Him all the glory of His father's house, the offspring and the
issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of CII pH, cven to
all the vessels of flagons."
Moreover, the thought comes to us that the governmen L laid upon
the shoulder of the Strength of Israel is the very antit;heHis to the
yoke and staff of ,the oppressors on Israel's" shoulder." "For Thou
hast broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his slloulder, the
rod of his oppressor, as in the days of Midian " (lsa. ix. 1). A nd it is
to Him, our glorious Governor, to Whom every renewed helLrt gladly
owns allegiance. He calls His weary and heavy laden ones to " come
unto Mc, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest
unto your souls" (Matt. xi. 29, 30).
Oh, think of it, beloved reader, timid, poor, defenceless, and helpless
as you feel and rightly feel yourself to be. In and of yourself: of
"no might." In and of yourself "poor and needy." III and of
yourself "without strength." In and of yourself utterly helpless.
But saved in Christ with so great, such an everlasting salvation; lcd
by Him, your Saviour-King, all the government of the worlds, which
He has created, upon His shoulder, and His essential characteristics
being Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.
Well may our grateful, adoring hearts exclaim, as lost in wonder,
love, and praise, " 0 Lord our Governor, how excellent is Thy Name
in all the world" (Ps. viii. 1, 9, P.B.V.).
"Ye souls that are weak,
And helpless and poor,
\Vho know not to speak,
Much less to do more;
Lo! here's a foundation
For comfort and peace,
For Christ is salvation,
'fhe kingdom is His.
" With power He rules,
And wonders performs,
Gives conduct to fools
And courage to worms ;
Beset by sore evils,
Without and within,
By legions of devils,
And mountains of sin.

...
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"Then be not afraid ;
All power is given
To Jesus our Head,
In earth and in heaven.
Through Him we shall conquer
The mightiest foes ;
Our Captain is stronger
Than all that oppose."

Surely "the weak" shall say, "I am strong," in the glorious
rcality of having such a Saviour upon Whom to lean, and in Whom
to confide.

R.
"THOU KNOWEST NOT WHAT A DAY MAY
BRING FORTH"
RECENTLY it was the melancholy privilege of the writer to preach and
give the final blessing in the ancient Church of hallowed memories,
of which a former editor of this MAGAZINE was the Rector.
It was the occasion of the Lord's Day School Anniversary, and
Rcrvices were held in the morning, and again in the afternoon, when the
schoolchildren were also present. The subject of the morning's address
seems now to be peculiarly appropriate: "I am the Lord, I change
not," and the preacher made the remark-" Woe be to the man or
woman who, in these days, is laying up treasure on earth, which in a
moment may be destroyed." Little did he think that that very evening the Church and all its contents would be destroyed in a devastating
enemy raid. But the truth remains-" I am the Lord, I change
not," and though the congregation will never have the privilege of
worshipping in their Church again, they" look for a City which hath
foundations" (indestructible foundations I), "whose builder and
maker is God."
To one at least this solemn happening has been a call to lay hold
more firmly than ever on the Sovcreignty of God, Who doeth all things
well, and humbly to preach (as the Spirit enlightens) those Doctrines
of Grace which have sounded forth from that pulpit in the past.
Perhaps it was fitting that a son of the present Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE should occupy the pulpit for the last time, and sound forth
a call to those with life before them, in the final address: "Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come
not."
May the Spirit of God continue to work in the hearts of the young,
who heard the message of life for the last time in that Church, where
I.lte Gospel of God's grace has been proclaimed to succeeding generaI;ions!
" The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the Word of our God
:-dlal! stand for ever."
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anlJ N ott~ of ,Sermon".

T.HINGS TEMPORAL AND THINGS ETERNAL.
\

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE I.ATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., IN
BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, ON JANUARY 18TH, 1852.
" Lift up y'Jur eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath; for
the heavens shall vanish away like srrwke, and the ea1·tl~ shall wax
old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like
manner; but My salvation shall be for ever, and My n;ghteousness
shall not be abolished."-IsAIAH li. 6.
THERE are few portions of the Old Testament Scriptures which contain
more gracious encouragement to the people of God, than this cbapter
from which our text has been selected. From wbatever quarter
anything dismal seems to arise, or anything painful to press upon
the Church of God-be it that the prophet speaks of the desolation
of material things, or be it that he speaks of the persecution of the
enemies of God-there is a ready adaptation of some precious word
of comfort to suit the emergency of the case.
In the passage which I have selected for our present consideration,
there is a very magnificent view taken of the solemn event that is
sooner or later to take place on the theatre of this world; and whilst
the prophet calls upon intelligent and discerning men to cast their
eyes around them, and to behold, as it were, the pillars of this universe
tottering and shaking to their very centre, he turns in most refreshing
contrast to something that can never be shaken-never be altered;
and he tells us of the permanency, the establishment of God's salvation
and God's righteousness.
We believe, brethren, that we are not uncharitable when we assert
that truth which Scripture teaches us, and which is confirmed by our
own painful observation, that whilst the road is narrow, and the gate
is strait, that leads to eternal life, few finding it, " Broad is the road,
and wide is the gate that leadeth to destruction"; and He Who is
truth has said, " Many there be that go in thereat." Now, if these
be the words of truth, and your own observation confirms them to
the very letter, then we say, the great majority of men are wrong in
their estimation of things; their minds are set upon the things that
are to go, whilst there is no regard to those that are to abide. It is
the part of a wise man, then, to be able to distinguish between that
which is to pass away and that which is not to pass away; and
this is the subject of our consideration at this time.
The prophet calls to the people of God, for to such this word is
spoken, and he tells them to look up and to look down, and to look
at men around them, and to bear in mind that the whole fabric of
this material creation is sooner or later to be dissolved, and that man
himself is to go into the way of death.
I suppose if I were to say to this congregation, I am going to
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Hpcak to you, brethren, of the frailty of things around us; I am
going to tell you of the mortality of man and of the poor, brittle
tenure that he has of the things of time; why, it would instantly
arise in the minds of most of those whom I address, There never was
such a commonplace subject as this-why, there is not a moralist
whose book we have ever opened, who has not wrung the subject
threadbare. Perhaps, brethren, the frequent handling of the subject
has made us too familiar with it; but though it has been wrung
threadbare in the writings of these moralists, and they can speak
beautifully, and they can write poetically upon it, and it is true they
sometimes succeed in stirring up the feelings of men, when they paint
in deep colours these solemn realities-yet I believe that they are not
able to go to the core, to the root of the thing; and, after all, they
say nothing more than the man who, as he stands at the corners of
our streets and sees the funeral procession passing by, tells his fellow,
" One of these days we must go too." But it becomes an exceedingly
interesting matter to us, when, standing upon the ground upon which
it is our privilege to stand, we see farther and deeper than these men.
We are not afraid of being charged with arrogance and presumption
when we say this. Be it known to you, men and brethren, we do see
farther and we do see deeper, if the Holy Ghost has brought us into
the deep things of Christ, than the men who are ignorant of the Gospel.
We who are permitted to stand upon this eminence tell you that
these facts must be startling to your mere philosopher. I want such
to tell us how it is that decay seems to be an essential element in all
material things. How is it that, from the moment that the little
infant rocks in his cradle, his whole passage lies through darker and
darker scenes, until he is lodged in the grave? What does your
philosopher make of this? I believe that mere philosophy is sheer
infidelity; and I see no way in which a man, who does not know the
Bible, can account for such a fact as this. He is obliged to take refuge
in this old heathen religion which has come upon us afresh-a kind
of pantheism, which pantheism is nothing but the religion of materialism.
We now come to the point of which I want to spcak. It is not
my desire to moralize upon the matter. I do not want to describe
to you, in the beautiful language of poetry, the fact that all around
ua- has within it the seeds of ruin and of dissolution; but I want to
probe the subject to the bottom, and to show you that, when the
prophet says, Look up to the heavens, they shall vanish away; look
at the earth, it shall wax old like a garment; look at man, he shall
go to the grave, the Bible alone accounts for such a fact as this:
and in the Bible it is written as with a sunbeam, that sin has been
the disburbing cause; that when God, in determinate purpose, allowed
sin to come into this world, and seemingly to mar what He had at
the first made so beautiful and fair, and" very good," He caused it
to be written, in capital letters, that he may run that reads, that sin
has so tainted the nature of things around us-that it has spread so
far and wide its canker and its gangrene-that it has not only eaten
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into the core and centre of this earth on which we stand, and into
the heart of everyone of us, but--most mysterious declaration!that its noxious pollution seems even to have sullied the fair face of
the heavens above us. You know that when the Apostl~ Peter
describes the solemn day of the breaking up of earthly things, he
says that" the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and the works
that are therein, shall be burned up." What is the cause 1 Has
that sky sinned against God 1 Has this earth-unconscious earth,
on which wetread-has it offended against God 1 You say, No-it
is man that has ruined all. And this, I say, is the mystery, that
man's sin seems not only to have swept with its blasting infiuence over
the whole face of the earth, but it has also sullied the very heavens.
You remember that remarkable passage in the ninth of Hebrews,
where the apostle says that" It was necessary that thc patterns of
things in the heavens should be purified with the blood of bulls and
of goats, but the heavenly things," the heaven itself, "with better
sacrifices than these." Perhaps there would be some difficulty in
explaining this passage, except in this way, that whatever interchange
there may have been between the heaven and the earth (taking the
word heaven to mean something that is above us), there seems to
have been a harmony in sin; therefore the heaven itself must be
made to pass away, in order that God may have" a new heaven."
And again, this earth-this beautiful earth-into which men strike
such root, as they creep along it; this earth is to be burned up, and
it is to give place to another, a better earth, " wherein dwelleth righteousness." And we cannot wonder at this; for this earth is stained
with the blood of the Son of God. When He came into this world,
to redeem His little body of faithful ones, given to Him from all
eternity; when He put His foot on this territory, which Satan had
claimed as his own, so that he is called "the god of this world" ;
when He took out of Satan's grasp His jewels, His own people, whom
He recovered and saved out of this mass of evil and of destruction,
they trampled upon Him, and they murdered Him, and His blood has
gone into the very heart and core of this earth. Now, this stain can
only be effaced by its being burned up. There can be no annihilation,
mark ye. We believe such a doctrine to be a great falsehood, as to
God's blessed Word, though perhaps many may find it very comfortable. Annihilation implies mistake. There can be no annihilation;
but this earth shall give place to another, a better, "a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness."
We believe that it is because these solemn realities are so little
understood, as to their causes, and as to their painful effects, that
men are so ignorant of the work of redemption, of the nature of
righteousness, of the pardon of sin, of life, and of everlasting salvation
in Jesus.
Now, brethren, the prophet, in our text, tells the men of God to
look and to see all earthly things, as it were, dissolving from their
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VIeW; but he also tells them that there is a something that towers
above such ruin and desolation; something that will stand in that
day. "My salvation shall be for ever." 0, what an expression is
this-my salvation! It contains in it the very essence of the Gospel;
it is the very fountain and spring of all the comfort of God's dear
people. Take the expression in its simplicity; do not run away
from it. Why does God call it "my salvation ~" Surely it is in
order to impress upon our minds the source from whence it emanates,
the power by which it is accomplished, the eternal security of all
those who are the subjects of it, because that security is Divine. You
cannot probe into a more important expression in the Scriptures than
this, "my salvation." If you understand it, if God enables you to
receive it, let me tell you, brethren, what it will do. It will set you
in direct opposition-I was going to say to half-but no, it will set
you in direct opposition to the great mass of religionists that are abroad
in the world. Why, they will buzz about your ears as thick as hornets.
If you will merely go before the world and say you have learned this
great truth, that salvation is of God, such an assertion will set you
in direct opposition to all the Pharisees and all the self-righteous
men, and all those who do not know the Gospel of Christ experimentally. This salvation emanates from God: all the false systems of
religion which are abroad in the world would teach you that it
emanates from man.
If you go to the Scriptures you will find that God's salvation rests
upon Covenant engagements, Covenant settlements; and when I say
this, let no man mistake me, as if I were telling you that God has
entered into a Covenant of grace with man, and that in this Covenant
He makes some milder kind of agreement than He made with the
Jews of old.
There is no co-operation between God and man, brethren, in this
matter of salvation. When you understand what that Covenant is,
upon which the sinner's hope can safely rest, you will find that God
does not make a Covenant with the rebel sinner who stands before
Him in his chains. The Covenant was made between the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the Lord Jesus being the responsible
One for the carrying out of the engagements of that Covenant, and
therefore He is called "The Mediator of the Covenant," "The
Messenger of the Covenant," " The Servant of Jehovah." You have
the wording of that Covenant in the document which has been brought
before you this day-" My salvation shall be for ever"; or, if you
would have it expressed more fully, and at greater length, you will
find it in the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, where the
apostle contrasts it with that national Covenant which God made
with the Jews of old, in which He promised that if they would honour
Him, and obey His voice, He would give them rain and plentiful
harvests, and all the things which pertain to this life. But, brethren,
when the subject of eternal life comes before us, we cannot speak of
any co-operation between God and man.
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We shall endeavour to explain this matter a little farther. God's
salvation is no partnership concern between the blood of Christ and
my obedience. You must go to some lower school for that. You will
find plenty of such doctrine, from Romanism upwards. Neither is it
a partnership between the blood of Christ and my faith; neither is
it a partnership between the blood of Christ and my love; neither
is it a partnership between the blood of Christ, and I care not whether
it be one, or five hundred evidences of mine. Now, if you understand
this, you will be able to enter into the force of a passage wllich perhaps
you never understood before. In the first chapter of Ephesians the
apostle says, " In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word
of truth, the Gospel of your salvation." 'l'here is the salvation of
the Gospel. St. Paul says that these Ephesians heard the word of
truth. What a volume there is here! He uses the term as synonymous with the Gospel, or good news of their salvation. He says,
" After that ye heard it." He means heard it with the hearing ear,
and with the understanding heart; and then he adds, "After that
ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise." Here
is the Covenant for you, and here is Gospel salvation; here is good
news for the sinner. And mark you, this has been carried out by
God Himself! God forbid that I should ever see one particle of a
foreign element entering into this great work; it was Jehovah Himself
Who planned it, Who purposed it, Who determined it, Who did it ;
and it is He Himself Who maintains it: therefore, blessed be God
for this, one out of many thousand similar passages with which the
Word of God is so thickly studded-" My salvation shall be for ever."
Here is no chance, no contingency, mark ye !
the wickedness of those systems that would teach us that God
makes Covenants, that God makes promise.'!, that God swears by
Himself; and that all this is to be damaged, and marred, and done
away with, and altered by the sin, or by the inconsistency of man.
If you will look around you in the present day, you will find teaching
such as this coming like a swelling flood upon the Church of England.
Men idolize baptism as the Saviour. Go into any place where the
books which emanate from that school are sold; take up any of
them at random, and you are informed that you have your baptismal
purification and justification, and then you are safe; but you may
afterwards lose this baptismal purification and justification, and then
(poor people !) you must go on your way, hanging your heads as a
bulrush, for it is a great doubt whether you can ever be saved again.
This is the doctrine which men are trying to palm upon the members
of the Church of England in the present day, and it is gaining ground
on every side; how, I know not, except that the Devil is the father
of lies, and that he it is who is deceiving the multitudes that are
following in his track. It is just what the Prophet Jeremiah complained of in his day, " The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests
bear rule by their means, and my people love to have it so."
0, it is a monstrous libel upon the truth of God to tell a poor
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sinner that the Gospel means nothing more than this: that in infancy
the unconscious babe is to be sprinkled with the waters of salvation,
but that if when that babe begins to lisp and to act, he goes wrong,
it is a great doubt whether he can ever be saved again. Oh, they
know not what it is to be a sinner before God! To be a sinner is to
be contrary to God in thought, in word, in act. Everything that is
not a responsive echo to the mind and will of God is sin. They tell
these youths, or these men, that if they lose this baptismal justification
there is a doubt about their safety afterwards. If they lose it! Why,
what do they make of sin? Nay, brethren, let them learn a blessed
Gospel lesson from the Old Testament dispensation. Let them learn
that when the poor Israelite contracted fresh and fresh defilement,
he was brought again and again to the blood of atonement; there
was to be a morning sacrifice, there was to be an evening sacrifice;
there were to be continual sacrifices offered to the Lord-" Without
shedding of blood is no remission." Such persons have not learned
that man can be a sinner in thought as well as in act; that sin
cleaves to all that we do. They mean, perhaps, that if a man offends
against the laws of society, he is a sinner. I have often told you that
society will take care to punish offences against itself; but, brethren,
" Let God be true, but every man a liar."
Observe, in the next place, the remaining part of the promise,
where the Lord says, " My righteousness shall not be abolished." In
whatever point of view we look at such a declaration as this, we see
the one element which runs through all the dealings of God; you
still must look at it as implying that God's righteous transactions,
God's Covenant engagements with the Son of His love, shall never
be done away with. It is a righteous thing with God that His people
should be saved. What a precious word we have in the first Epistle
of St. John, where the apostle says, that" God is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins!" No man who has not received the view
of the Gospel which we have been endeavouring to bring before you
can understand such a word as this, which tells us that it is in virtue
of the oath of the Father to His Son, and His acceptance of His Son's
work, that His people are saved. Take it in this point of view, and see
what a guarantee you have for the complete salvation of the Church of
God, that God has said, "My righteousness shall not be abolished."
Take another view of it, and look at the Church of God, as that
Church is presented to us in the Scriptures as " complete in Christ."
You see no contingency can affect such a matter as this. God's
people, who are righteous in Him, shall be righteous to the end. The
whole Scripture teaches us this doctrine of imputation. If the
heavens are sullied, it is by the sin of man; if the earth-polluted earth
-brings forth its thorns and its briers, it is because of the sin of man;
it is by imputation. And so, on the other hand, if a throne has been
prepared for the people of God; if they are heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ, it is by imputation; it is by their being "found
in Him, not having their own righteousness, which is of the law, but
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that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith." Let this precious truth sink into your hearts,
that the righteousness of the Church of Christ is the righteousness
of God.
But, then, when one is speaking to a mixed congregation upon such
a word as this, "My righteousness shall not be abolished," one must
remember that that which is a bright and clear and shining pillar
upon the path of God's Israel, is a dark cloud, which throws its shadow
across the path of the ignorant Egyptians; and if it be a righteous
thing with God that not a single thing should be laid to the charge
of His people, who are under the wing of Jesus, wasbed in His blood,
and sealed with His Own Spirit, so will it be a righteous thing with
God to bring to the line and plummet of His Own holy law the men
who have trampled upon His commandments, who have done away
with the work of Christ, and who have sought to substitute for it
some work of their own. Such men must be judged by their works.
I believe, brethren, as I have told you from this place more than
once, that there shall be no judgment of the righteous; I believe
that not a single thing can be laid to the charge of the man who
stands before God righteous in Christ. That the Lord's people shall
stand at the judgment-seat of Christ, is a truth of God; that they
shall be bold at that judgment-seat is a truth of God; but I cannot
believe that there is to be a raking up of sins that have been blotted
out, or that there is to be a reading over of charges against the man
whose sins God has cast into the depths of the sea. I believe that
the judgment shall be upon the men who trample upon the blood of
Christ as the salvation of the sinner.
If I stand out against the truth of God, and if I say I will not
receive that free salvation which is of God, and that righteousness
which is of Jesus; no, but I will stand upon the ground, it matters
very little whether it be of my almsgivings, or my penances, or my
faith; then, must not the Lord vindicate His Own holy character,
and the requirements of His Own holy law, and put me upon my
trial? You remember that man who came to our blessed Lord when
He was upon earth, and asked Him, "What shall I do that I may
inherit eternal life?" Our Lord told him to keep the law; and
so, if you choose to be justified by the law, you must keep the law.
But when the books are opened, and when the dead are judged out
of those things which were written in those books, according to their
works, there can be no judgment to a people who before this period
have risen with Christ and have been caught up into the air to be
with Him for ever.
Brethren, these are two stern realities which have been brought
before us this day. Handle them; they are substantial realities;
the one is, that all around us is to go; the world that so many love,
to which they cleave, and in which they have their treasure, is to
go. And then, it is also as great a reality that the salvation of God
and the righteousness of God shall stand for ever. The question is,
Have you ever thought of these things?
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o that God may by His Own Spirit carry these truths home to your
hearts! You will never learn them experimentally and practically
in any other way. Nay, in our own congregation, almost week after
week, some one or another has been of late taken away from amongst
us, not only the aged but the young, as has been the case within the
last eight-and-forty hours, when one has been removed who was
accustomed to assemble with us on Friday to receive catechetical
instruction, and I would fain rejoice in the hope that she did not
learn in vain. Now, God might take one, and He might take another,
until there should be a blank seat in every pew in this Church, but
no impression would be made upon the heart. The tear might run
down the cheek, there might be sensibility enough, the sympathies
might be drawn out for a little season, but there would be no truth
brought home to the heart; but it is God's blessed Spirit that not
only teaches the man that he must die, that the world is to crack
under his feet, that the pillars of the heavens have something wrong
in them, and that by and by they must shake and fall; but the same
Spirit also teaches him, that just in proportion to the ravages which
sin has made, or rather in a much larger proportion, has the depth
of God's mercy been manifested.
Beautiful expression that is in the fifth chapter of Romans, where
the apostle says, " That as sin hath reigned unto death "-it is as if
he viewed the monster with his sceptre in his hand, seated upon his
dark throne, and casting his awful influence around on every side" as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign "-lord ithave dominion-" through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus
Christ our Lord."
If you have heard this Gospel, brethren, and if you have understood it, you will be able to enter into the triumphant language of
the Apostle Paul, when, as he looked at death deprived of its sting,
and its arrows blunted, he said, " Henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness." He viewed himself as a righteous man in
Christ, one upon whom the Lord Himself would put a crown, according
to the Lord's Own righteous character; and I will tell you why: he
says, " Which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day."
Now, if a man thought that the Lord was going to give him a crown,
as a reward for his own righteousness, he would never put in these
words, "Which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that
day." It is the language of a man who knows the Gospel. The man
who does not know the Gospel would say, which God, the merciful,
the pardoning God, will give me. The apostle looks at the Lord as
seated upon His great white throne, and he says, "Which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day." And then, lest we
should think that this privilege belonged to apostles only, he adds,
" And not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing."
This is the Gospel, brethren; may God bless it to your souls! may
Christ have all the glory! and may you feel yourselves strong in our
Covenant Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

26

The Gospel Magazine
THE DUTY OF WATCHFULNESS.

EXTRACT FROM A SERMON BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A.,
PREACHED AT ST. DUNSTAN'S-IN-THE-WEST, LONDON,
ON DECEMBER 14TH, 1755.
(The extract shows how the love of pleasure then abounded and that
England was in those days in danger of invasion.)
THIS is the true Gospel watchfulness; it is made up of the active
graces of faith, and hope, and love, which keep the Christian soldier
always upon the alarm, lest his implacable enemies, who are ever
waiting for his destruction, should surprise him. And among what
set of men shall we find this watchful spirit ~ Look around the
world, and see who they are that are waiting for their Lord's coming
with watchfulness and prayer. Alas! their number is very small.
The generality of men professing Christianity live careless and
unconcerned about their salvation: and careless sinners do no more
watch than a man fast asleep can be said to be watchful. Carelessness
is the very contrary temper to watching, and carelessness in sin is
directly opposite to Christian watchfulness: for sin makes the soul as
unfit to watch, as drunkenness does the body, and to be careless in sin
lulls the soul fast asleep. And in this condition the Judge whenever
He comes surprises sinners. He finds them sunk down into the dead
sleep of sin when they should have been watching and praying against
sin, and they do not even dream of His coming. As it was in the
days before the flood, though the Lord's prophet admonished them
of their danger, yet they went on eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the flood came and swept them all away:
so shall it be when the Son of Man cometh; He will find careless
sinners in the same state, neither watching nor prepared. If you
look at their particular vices, you will see how each indisposes them
for watching. How can the glutton watch stupified with meat, and
the drunkard intoxicated with drink ~ The one will be taken while
he is dosing and sleeping under the load of an overcharged stomach,
and the (lther while he is dead drunk, and their filthy souls and bodies
will appear in this shocking condition before the all-pure God. The
worldly-minded man, whatever worldly object his heart be set upon,
cannot watch.
Take heed of the cares of this life, says the Judge Himself.
We should take great heed, lest they should get too much room
in our hearts, because the love of this present world is inconsistent
with watching and preparing for the eternal world. The profane
swearer can have no thoughts of watching. He defies God, and is
so secure in his cursing and swearing that he is not afraid to call for
damnation. He prays all the day long, and earnestly too, that his
poor soul may be damned. If God should hear his prayers what
will become of him ~ How can he escape when the Lord cometh
with ten thousand of His saints to execute judgment upon all, and

The Gospel Magazine

27

to call ungodly sinners to an account for the hard sayings which they
had spoken against Him? The whoremonger and adulterer cannot
watch. Their impure souls are enslaved to unholy and beastly lusts,
which indispose them for watching. Whenever Christ comes, He will
surprise them: for the immutable decree is gone out of His mouth"Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge." But they live
secure in their sins, and have no concern about being called to judgment, therefore He will come in a day when they look not for Him,
and in an hour that they are not aware of. Surely you will not say
that any of these men watch, unless it be for their own destruction.
And as to the other lovers of pleasure, they are afraid of Christ's coming,
and therefore it is impossible they should watch for it. The love of
pleasure is the characteristic of this age. It is seen in nothing so
much as in the madness with which men are running at this very
time after public diversions. The play-houses are crowded. The
opera-house is full of the politest company. Balls and concerts
increase every day. The effects of carding and gaming are felt everywhere. The spirit of pleasure is gone forth, and has seized all orders
of men from the highest to the lowest. Now are any of these people
watching? Are they waiting for Christ's coming, who are seeking
to please themselves? And when He comes, will He delight to find
His servants taken up with diversions, and their hearts set upon
pursuing them ?
Certainly this is not the spirit of Christian watchfulness which
He recommended and enjoined to all His disciples: for they cannot
be prepared to enjoy happiness with lIim while the love of diversion
is the ruling passion of their souls: and it is certainly the ruling
passion when they are so absolutely fixed upon their pleasures
that no Divine visitation, no remarkable providence can move
them. Though they see the finger of God visible in His judgments,
yet they take no warning. Neither wars, nor pestilence, nor public
calamity; no earthquake, however dreadful, even if it destroys
cities, and lays waste kingdoms; no earthquake, be it such as never
was before, since God made man upon the earth; for we have no
account in history of the sea and the land shaking and trembling for
thousands of miles at the same time, as they did in the late earthquakes, none of these Divine visitations can awaken the lovers of
pleasure from their spirit of slumber. God calls upon them by all
these providences, but they hear Him not. The more loudly He
calls, the more do they harden their hearts, and sink the deeper into
their pleasures; and the more loudly His ministers call, they fret
and rage the more at these troublers of Israel. And if conscience
at any time begin to grow uneasy, they fly for relief to the world
and its amusements. The play-house is the general place of refuge,
where they go to quiet conscience, and to lull it asleep. This brings
together that vast crowd, which daily frequents the play-house,
and which fills every part and corner of it from top to bottom. And
yet these very persons, who would not go to a play unless they knew
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it would be a full house, are very angry at a full Church; nay, so
very angry that they will not come to Church if it be full; nay, so
exceedingly angry that I know some of them who think the minister
should be starved, and they will do what they can to starve him
who happens to have a crowded congregation. I mcntion this with
great concern, because it shows by what spirit these men are actuated,
who rejoice in a full play-house but fret and rage with malice at a
full Church. What spirit is this that is pleased to sce the devil's
house crowded and is vexed to see the house of God filled 1 Is the
play-house, then, a fitter place to watch in than the Church 1 And
are they in a proper posture of watchfulness who are sitting and
delighted to the soul to see a filthy play acted, and if they should
be called out of the world in the midst of one of these lewd scenes,
would their minds be in a proper temper to appear before God 1
Dreadful it is to think what their condition would be, who should
come reeking hot out of the play-house with an imagination full of
lewd ideas, and indulging and enjoying them, and in this detestable
impurity to stand at God's tribunal. Whenever you go to the play
you do not know but this may happen, and if it should happen you
die in the very act of sin and you are lost for ever. Consider this,
and lay it to heart, all ye who are lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God. Be convinced that the way of pleasure is the very
reverse of Christian watchfulness, and therefore, unless you prefer
time to eternity, now shake off the lethargy of sin, and begin to
watch.
Suppose Christ should come this night, and this city should be destroyed, as Lisbon was, by an earthquake, consider what the consequence
would be if you should be found unprepared. If you live in the
open breach of God's commandments, if you are running greedily
after pleasure, nay, if you are but careless and unconcerned about
the state of your souls, you will not be found watching. The Judge
has commanded you to watch, and this command is as much your
duty as any of the ten commandments, nay more, because you keep
them to no purpose, unless you keep them with a watchful spirit.
If Christ should come when you are not waiting for Him with faith
and love, He will find you neglecting His advice and despising His
admonitions, and cry ever so loud for mercy, "Lord, Lord, open
to us," then it will be too late; the door of mercy will be shut for
ever, and He will declare, "I never knew you." Where will be your
portion when heaven is shut against you 1 Where, but in everlasting
burnings, in torments that know no intermission, no end! " Watch
therefore, because ye know neither the day nor the hOUT wherein
the Son of Man cometh." And the reason here given for watchfulness,
because we are uncertain of the precise time of Christ's coming, is
the second particular to be considered.
You have heard, wherein the Christian watchfulness consists, and
how opposite it is to carelessness in sin, because it watches against
all sin, and the chief enemy that would make us unprepared for our
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Lord's coming. To be always watchful is the believer's character.
He watches against everything that may indispose him for meeting
his Lord with joy, against sin, against pleasure, particularly against
the pleasures of sense, remembering the command of Christ, Take
heed unto yourselves, lest at any time your hearts should be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and the cares of this life,
and so that day should come upon you unawares. The believer
takes heed not to fall into these sins; he sets faith and love to watch
against them, and puts them upon watching with greater vigilance,
lest that day should come upon him unawares. "Watch therefore,
because ye know neither the day nor -the hour wherein the Son of
Man cometh." This motive works strongly upon the believer. He
is certain that Christ will come, and being uncertain of the time,
he knows not how soon it may be, and therefore he watches always.
He considers himself as fixed upon a certain station, where he must
stand upon guard and do his duty, until he be called off and relieved.
While he is upon this post he is to watch. If the sentinel leave his
station, or fall asleep upon it, you know what punishment is his due.
And will not a greater punishment be your due whose eternity depends
upon your watching, and yet you cannot watch one hour, no, not
for the sake of eternal happiness? Your own conduct in civil affairs
will rise up in judgment against your carelessness in your spiritual:
for we are now apprehensive of an invasion from that faithless people
whom God suffers to be a scourge to the rest of Europe, and our army
is upon the coast watching their landing. Now, if all the sentinels
should fall fast asleep, and the :French should land unobserved and
without opposition, I appeal to every honest Englishman, what shall
be done to these traitors? If the court-martial should sentence every
one of them to be shot, I suppose no lover of his country would think
his punishment too severe? I am sure the believer would not,
because he would think himself deserving of death, and knows that
he cannot escape it if he leave off watching. But he will not leave
off, because he loves to watch. His heart and his affections go along
with his duty. Love is active and vigilant. It will keep him awake:
for he does not watch against an enemy, but waits for a friend. He
watches to meet his beloved Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who
has promised to come to judgment speedily, and has commanded
his faithful servants to watch, and has spurred them on to greater
vigilance, by assuring them that the day of judgment shall come
as a snare, and as a thief in the night, upon all them that dwell in
the world. And though it come unexpected, yet it shall not find
the believer unprepared. The uncertainty of the time will not
weaken his belief of the certainty of the fact, but will be a powerful
motive to spur him on to be always watching and praying, that he
may be accounted worthy to escape all those things that are to come
to pass at the last day. And thus he fulfils Christ's direction, "Watch
therefore, for ye neither know the day nor the hour, wherein the Son
of man cometh."
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HIS JUDGMENTS ARE A GREAT DEEP.

GOD said to Adam that, because he had hearkened to the voice of
his wife, and had eaten of the fruit forbidden, he should have a life
of grinding toil, and then return to the dust. I wondered if in this
sentence there might be a sort of mustard seed, which since then has
filled the whole earth with the subject of sin and its punishment. A
dear friend and I were discussing the question of "judgments." We
said a great many things; what we did not say might fill volumes
written by a man of understanding who had read in the Word of God,
and in the history of the world, the Divine judgments on nations and
men, who had felt in his own conscience the arrows of the Almighty,
and had been brought through fire and water of affliction of one kind
or another into a wealthy place.
" They chose new gods, then was war in the gates," sums up cause
and effect in the history of Israel from the days of the Judges and
onwards, and this is a law which has not been broken. In Psalm cvi.
there is a sad relation of how oft Israel provoked the Lord in the
wilderness, and how He corrected them. Many a time did He deliver
them, but again they did the things which displeased Him and were
brought low for their iniquity. Where should they have been if He
had not for His own Name's sake remembered His promise to continue
them, to restore, bless, and multiply them still ~ " He was so merciful,"
it says, "that He forgave their iniquity, and would not stir up all
His wrath." He was so merciful that He brought them to His feet
with confession and prayer. Kings and prophets saw them" turning
aside like a broken bow"; they felt the desolations of His chastisements, and in His infinite mercy were taught to say, "Come and let
us return unto the Lord, for He hath smitten and He will bind us up."
If He had left them to themselves still (in that greatest of judgments)
they would never have returned. They would have been like those'
who while they suffered from His destructions said, " The bricks are
fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones, the sycamores are
cut down but we will change them into cedars." Thus they spoke in
the stoutness of their heart, when" Jerusalem was ruined and Judah
fallen because their tongue and their doings were against the Lord,
to provoke the eyes of His glory" (Isa. cxi. 8). It is the" Evangelical
Prophet" who tells of such hardness of heart and" contempt of Thy
holy Word." Philistia, Moab, and the Assyrian perish at the rebuke'
of God, but Zion, being judged, is for His love's sake brought back,
and brought to a day when this song is sung in the land: " 0 Lord, I
will praise Thee, for though Thou wast angry with me, Tbine anger is
turned away, and Thou comfortest me." In the Red Sea the cloud
which destroyed Egypt was the salvation of Israel.
" As a man sows so shall he reap." This came home to David as
he fled from Absalom. Yet in the 103rd Psalm he exulted in the
mercy, "He hath not dealt with us after our sin, nor rewarded us
according to our iniquity." "As far as the east is from the west, so
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far hath He removed our transgressions from us." Righteousness and
peace kiss each other. In penitent hope David turned to his Redeemer;
he was judged here; he was forgiven because of his Shield, the lifter
up of his head, and God's Anointed.
Job said, "Shew me wherefore Thou contendest with me." God
answered him at the end, when the vision spake; it was to direct
the tried saint not to any particular transgression which set on fire
the anger of God against him, but it was to teach him to prostrate
himself before the Lord. And for our sakes it was to show to the end
of time an example of patience, and the graciousness of the end of
the Lord.
My friend and I said some of these things, touching also on the
Tower of Siloam round which all the people were wicked. We might
have mentioned the threat of the Spirit in what He said to the Churches.
We might have said much more, but how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out. May He say to us, " Thy sins
are forgiven thee."
FOLLOWER-ON.

"THE LORD HATH A CONTROVERSY."
" THE Lord hath a controversy with the nations, He will plead with
all flesh; He will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the
Lord" (Jer. xxv. 31).
" Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord
hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there
is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery,
they break out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land
mourn, and everyone that dwelleth therein shall languish" (Hosea
iv. 1-3).
The above solemn passages show that the Lord takes note of the
absence of truth, mercy, and knowledge of God in a land which has
been blessed with spiritual privileges. He also takes note of positive
sins, such as swearing, lying, killing, stealing, and adultery. He takes
note of the sins-the manifold sins of His Own ancient people. He
also takes note of the nations at large, and them that are wicked,
He will give to the sword. The judgments which He has already
poured on the children of Israel show that though He forbore long
with them, yet at last His wrath came upon them.
In like manner He has frequently visited judgments on other nations
and will do so again in His Own time. Is He not doing so now?
Is He not speaking to all the nations by means of this terrible war?
o that we might all hearken to His voice, tremble at His Word, and
humble ourselves before Him. "Be still, and know that I am God:
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth"
(Ps. xlvi. lO).
3
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AIR RAIDS AND

OUR READERS.

A GREAT many of our readers are being affected by the terrible air
raids which are reported in our newspapers. Some have more terrible
experiences than others. This is just to say that our tender sympathy
goes out to all who are being disturbed, sometimes every day and
night, by this modern method of warfare. Large numbers of places of
worship belonging to various sections of the professing Church have
been damaged or wholly destroyed. Some of these have been places
where faithful men have preached the great truths for which the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE stands. The hearts of those, who in days gone by,
have worshipped in such places and have rejoiced to hear the joyful
sound of Gospel truth from the lips of faithful men, must be sorely
grieved as they realize that these buildings have been destroyed.
In one such building we ourselves have on many occasions had the
privilege of preaching. We hear that one of the last texts preached
from in that place was: "I am the Lord, I change not" (Mal. iii. 6).
That text may well give comfort to the hearts of all our readers at
this solemn time in the world's history. Our God is unchangeable.
He is unchangeable in His love. It is everlasting and abiding. He
is unchangeable in His faithfulness. We can at all times rely on His
Word of promise. He is unchangeable in His mercy. It is from
everlasting to everlasting to His people. He is unchangeable in His
goodness. Goodness and mercy shall follow His people all the days
of their lives. He is unchangeable in His power. There is no limit
to it. He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think. Be ye not overcome then with overmuch sorrow. German
bombs cannot touch the throne of the universe, nor can they touch
Him that sitteth thereon. No change in our circumstances can prevent
us from enjoying and experiencing the love, the faithfulness, the
mercy, the goodness, and the power of our unchangeable God. Therefore let us unite in singing afresh:
" Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,
The praises of my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ.
"Fear Him, ye saints; and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."
THE

EDITOR.

" BE Thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort,"
is a word for you and for us in these uncertain days. It is so easy and
so dangerous to spend time in speculating about " those things that
are coming on the earth," as they may conceivably affect some of you,
and to forget the utter helplessness of the devil or man to go one step
fllrther than God permits.-Bishop Frank Houghton.
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ONLY grace can save us. Grace saves through faith; it chooses not
according to merit (for is there such 1), but according to the good
pleasure of His will.-Dr. A. Saphir.
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THE JUDGMENT ON THE CITIES OF THE PLAIN.

THE judgment which came upon Sodom and upon the other cities
of the plain is one of the most well-established facts in history. It
is recorded in Genesis, referred to by Moses in Deuteronomy, and
by five other prophets in the Old Testament. Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Amos, and Zephaniah, all write of it. In the New Testament
our Lord refers to it on three different occasions, and Paul, Peter,
and Jude refer to it in their epistles. Thus prophets and apostles,
and our Divine Lord Himself, unite in bearing inspired testimony to
the truth of this solemn narrative. At a time when God's judgments
are abroad in the earth it is specially appropriate to think of His
judgment on the cities of the plain. That judgment was, in the first
place, Divine in its character. "The Lord rained upon Sodom and
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven."
It has been suggested that an earthquake and a volcanic eruption
were the means employed to this end. Of that we cannot be certain,
nor is it of importance to know. It is sufficient for us to know that,
whether natural means were used or no, the Lord was Himself visiting
judgment upon these cities. All natural things are under His control.
" The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and
the clouds are the dust of His feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh
it dry, and drieth up all the rivers. . .. The mountains quake at
Him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at His presence, yea,
the world, and all that dwell therein. . . . His fury is poured out
like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by Him." Sodom and
Gomorrah were sma:!l kingdoms. They were confederate with Admah,
Zeboim, and Bela, which is Zoar. All of them perished except Zoar,
which was spared for Lot's sake. Their overthrow proves that there
is a God that judgeth the earth. "Righteousness and judgment are
the habitation of His throne." We rightly rejoice that "God is
love," but we need also to remember that" God is light," and that
" our God is a consuming fire." The history of Israel, of Babylon,
and of Nineveh goes to prove that God deals with nations now, and
that He visits them from time to time more or less severely with His
judgments: Famine, pestilence, and war are three of the instruments
He employs to chastise nations, and who will say He is not chastising
the nations of the earth (our own included) at this time ~ The
judgment which came upon Sodom and the other cities was deserved.
" The men of Sodorri were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly." The sin of these cities was very grievous. "Behold, this was
the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty,
and committed abomination before Me: therefore I took them away
as I saw good." These cities were ripe for Divine judgment, because
they abounded in pride and in unmentionable abominations. When
judgment comes upon our own nation we do well to examine ourselves,

The Gospel Magazine

35

try our ways, and acknowledge our sins. Surely we, as a nation,
are being chastened at this time for our many national sins. Are we
not cherishing idolatry, German rationalistic views about God's Word,
and the desecration of God's Sabbath 1 How can we expect victory
if we trifle with God's truth 1 Oh, let us who are the Lord's children
take heed that we have no share in anything which is dishonouring
to God. Let us tremble at His Word, walk softly before Him, and
continue our intercessions that the Lord may pardon our national
sins, and shield us from the perils to which we are now exposed. He
alone can give victory to our Army and Navy. He alone can guard
our merchant ships from German submarines and German torpedoes.
How overwhelming was the judgment which came upon these cities!
The Lord "overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the
inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground."
Only Lot and those who were with him escaped, the Lord being
merciful to him. What a solemn warning to the ungodly is the case
of these wicked cities! God turned "the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes," and "condemned them with an overthrow,
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly."
o sinner, what will become of thee 1 In mercy and grace God
provided a city of refuge for Lot, and not a spark fell upon Sodom
until I.ot was safe in the city of Zoar. That city speaks of Christ.
He is the City of Refuge for poor sinners. All who hide themselves
in Him and trust in His atoning blood shall not perish, but have
everlasting life. "Verily, verily, I say unto you (Christ says), He
that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life."
There is a day coming when God will " judge the world in righteousness by that Man Whom He hath ordained." But all who are hiding
in Christ have no need for fear. They are not in darkness that that
day should overtake them as a thief. God hath not appointed such
to wrath, but" to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who
died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together
with Him."
WHEN the apostle subjoins, " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of His," it shows that the participation of the Holy Spirit is
not universal; and that only they who were from eternity given to
Christ and redeemed by Him, enjoy the inhabitation of the Spirit
in the Biblical acceptation of the term. In them He dwells, as in His
habitation or abode, for ever. It is this inhabitation which imparts
the spiritual mind, the mark by which the true disciple is distinguished;
for Christ and His people are anointed with the same Spirit.-Professor

G. Smeaton, D.D.
WHEN Saul knew that the Lord's name was Jesus, he also knew that
his name was sinner.-Dr. A. Saphir.
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LITTLE THINGS.
" WHO hath despised the day of small things?" During one of the
London air-raids a bomb fell on a tenement house, where about thirty
people were living in small flats. The building crashed in ruins;
some of the poor things were killed, but others were trapped in the
wreckage. A number of these had been in this desperate plight for
many hours; the air-raid wardens and firemen were working feverishly
to get at them. At first they were guided by the shouts for help, but
at length these ceased, for the victims were too exhausted to make
themselves heard. It was very difficult for the rescuers to know in
which direction to work. But suddenly they were startled by a most
unusual sound. I should think those men (accustomed as they were
to the pounding of shells, the scream of bombs, and the thunder of
explosions) could scarcely believe their ears! For from the midst
of that scene of havoc and ruin there came the high sweet notes of a
canary's song!
At once the workers redoubled their efforts. Guided by the merry
notes, they altered the course of their tunnelling, and in the end
succeeded in bringing out nine people alive. The battered cage of
the canary was found " wedged in a crevice under twisted girders and
a pile of wreckage," as the newspaper account described it; but still
the cheerful song went on, and by its means the freedom of all those
people and of the little bird itself was secured.
" God fulfils Himself in many ways"; but to my mind His majesty
is never so loudly proclaimed as when He uses the small and the weak
to work His will. It is true that He sometimes raises up mighty men
of valour to carry out His purposes; Paul and Luther, Moses and
William of Orange-these were giants, men who stood head and
shoulders above their fellows, and by them the Lord did great things.
But as if to show us how easily He can do without our great ones, He
often uses the small and the feeble, and even birds or animals. It
was the ravens that brought bread and meat to Elijah in the time of
famine. It was the barking of a little dog that saved William the
Silent from the hand of an assassin. It was from a lad that the Lord
Jesus took the loaves and fishes, and with them fed five thousand men.
It was through the words of a little maid that the great Syrian general
was healed of his leprosy. And now only the other day it was the
song of a little bird that saved the lives of men.
There is something very encouraging about this. Have you not
sometimes felt a longing to be used in the cause of God? And you
say: "If only I were rich, I would give all my wealth to the work of
God. If only I could preach, how earnestly would I proclaim the
Gospel! If only I were learned, how gladly I would use my knowledge
to teach the things of God! If only I had any influence, all of it should

-
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be used in God's service." But perhaps you have very little money
at all; perhaps you are so shy and timid that (far from preaching)
you can scarcely say a word to your neighbour; perhaps you have
forgotten all you learnt at school; perhaps you are just an ordinary
person with no influence at all. None of those things matters. The
Lord, if He chooses, can use the poor, the tongue-tied, the ignorant,
the obscure, to fulfil all His pleasure. His strength is made perfect
in their weakness.
That canary has a lesson for the child of God. Without light,
without food, without the sound of an encouraging voice, it just went
on singing! "Patient continuance in well-doing" is sometimes very
hard. We often seem to be left in darkness-the darkness of sorrow,
the darkness of temptation, the darkness of sin. There seems to be
a cloud before the face of God; perhaps it is of our own making, but
still it is there. We cry unto Him, and it seems as if He does not
hear. "Darkness veils His awful face." But" who is among you
. . . that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? Let him trust in
the name of the Lord, and stay upon His God."
" Without food"! There are many of the children of God hungering
for the bread of God. But there is no open vision; the word of God
is scarce in these days. Yet the Lord can rain down manna from the
heavens if He will. May we go on looking alone to Him. "Without
the sound of an encouraging voice!" Often the Christian is set in
lonely places. He seems to be the only pilgrim setting his face towards
Zion, and he longs for fellowship. But it is often to the lonely one
that Jesus Himself draws near; if your gracious Lord comes in unto
you, and makes His abode with you, do you need anyone else?
In darkness, and hunger, and loneliness, the canary sang on; and
the Lord remembered that little bird. Are ye not of more value than
many sparrows? He never forgets and never forsakes the poor needy
sinner who puts his trust in the mercy of the Lord.
DAMARIS.

BATTLE OF THE NILE: NELSON'S THANKSGIVING.
WHEN Nelson gained a great victory at the battle of the Nile, he
" sent orders through the fleet to return thanksgiving in every ship
for the victory with which Almighty God had blessed his Majesty's
arms. The French at Rosetta, who with miserable fear beheld the
engagement, were at a loss to understand the stillness of the fleet
during the performance of this solemn duty; but it seemed to affect
many of the prisoners, officers as well as men; and graceless and
godless as the officers were, some of them remarked that it was no
wonder such order was preserved in the British Navy, when the minds
of our men could be impressed with such sentiments after so great ,
a victory, and at a moment of such confusion."-Southey's " Life of
Nelson."
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THE LESSONS OF ENGLISH CHURCH HISTORY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.
V. THE PERIOD OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF RITUALISM.
(Concluded.)
THE fifth and last period of English Church history to which I finally
invite attention, is that which extends from the year 1830 down to
the present day. It is a period which is characterized by one great
and paramount feature. That feature is the rise and progress of that
strange Romanizing movement within the Church of England, which
rightly or wrongly is called Ritualism.
Now what is the lesson I shall ask my readers to learn from this
period? I reply honestly that I shall not talk of any lesson at all.
We are in the midst of the conflict. We are poor judges of what is
going on around us. But I shall mention the conclusions that I have
arrived at in my own mind. These conclusions are simply these, that
Ritualism is a fresh departure from the principles of the Reformation
and a movement towards Rome, and that as such it endangers the very
existence of the Church of England.
A question arises at the very outset of this part of my subject which
demands consideration. Is the movement called Ritualism a movement
towards Rome or not? Do the Ritualists really wish to suppress
Protestantism and re-introduce Popery? Hundreds of well-meaning
and simple-minded Churchmen reply, No! They would have us
believe that Ritualists are only aiming at a more ornate ceremonial
than other Churchmen, and that they are not Romanizers at heart.
With these amiable apologists I have no sympathy at all. The question
is one on which I feel no manner of doubt. That Ritualism is a Romeward movement, and that it leads to Popery, is as clear to my mind
as the sun at noonday. The proofs, in my humble judgment, are
clear, full, and unanswerable.
It is proved by the writings of all the leading Ritualists of the day.
Let any honest and impartial Churchman study such papers as the
Ohurch Times and Church Review, read some of the "Catechisms"
and "Manuals of Devotion" published by Ritualistic clergymen,
peruse the debates and proceedings of such bodies as the English
Church Union, and tell us plainly the impression these writings have
on his mind. I defv him to avoid the conclusion that Ritualism is
the highway to Ro~e.
It is proved by the repeated secession of Ritualists from the Church
of England to the Church of Rome. Why have such men as Manning,
and Newman, and Oakley, and the two Wilberforces, and Orby
Shipley, and Luke Rivington, gone over to the Pope's camp? Simply
because they found the principles of their school could land them in
no other logical conclusion. But their migration was one more proof
that Ritualism is the highway to Rome.
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It is proved by the repeated reference to the subject which bishops
have made in their charges for the last fifty years. Mild and gentle
and conciliatory to an extreme, as these documents have often been,
it is impossible not to see that our prelates detect a Romeward
tendency in Ritualism. Their cautions to Ritualists, you will notice,
are almost always in one direction. "Take care," they seem to say,
" that you do not go too far in a Romish direction. You are excellent,
earnest, useful men; but don't go too near the edge. Your danger is
tumbling over into the arms of Rome."
It is proved by the rejoicings of the Roman Catholics themselves
over the whole Ritualistic movement, and the disgust with which it
is regarded by Scotch Presbyterians, real old-fashioned Nonconformists,
and most English Methodists. Both the joy of the one party and the
disgust of the other arise from the same cause. Both see clearly that
Ritualism damages Protestantism and helps the Pope.
It is proved, above all, by the unvarying character of all the ceremonial novelties which Ritualists have thrust into our Church worship
during the last twenty-five years. They have all been in one direction,
whether of dress, or gesture, or posture, or action, or anything else.
They have all been as unprotestant as possible. They have all been
borrowed or imitated from Popery. They have all exhibited one
common bias and animus-an anxious desire to get as far as possible
from the ways of the Reformers, and to get as near as possible, whether
legally or illegally, to the ways of Rome. They have all shown one
common systematic determination to unprotestantize, as far as possible,
the simple worship of the poor old Church of England, and to assimilate
it, as far as possible, to the gaudy and sensuous worship of Popery.
A short catalogue of specimens will show what I mean.
a. The Reformers found the sacrifice of the mass in our Church.
They cast it out as a " blasphemous fable and dangerous deceit," and
called the Lord's Supper a sacrament. The Ritualists have re-introduced the word sac1'ijice, and glory in calling the Lord's Supper a
mass!
b. The Reformers found altars in all our Churches. They ordered
them to be taken down, cast the word "altar" entirely out of our
Prayer-book, and spoke only of the Lord's table and the Lord's board.
The Ritualists delight in calling the Lord's table the altar, and setting
up Popish altars in all their Churches!
c. The Reformers found our clergy sacrificing priests, and made
them prayer-reading, preaching ministers-ministers of God's Word
and sacraments. The Ritualists glory in calling every clergyman a
sacrificing priest!
d. The Reformers found the doctrine of a real corporal presence in
our Church, and laid down their lives to oppose it. They would not
even allow the expression" real presence" a place in our Prayer-book.
The Ritualists have re-introduced the doctrine, and honour the consecrated elements in the Lord's Supper as if Christ's natural body and
blood were in them.
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e. The Reformers found in all our Churches images, rood screens,
crucifixes, and holy places, and indignantly cast them out. The
Ritualists are incessantly trying to bring them back.
f. The Reformers found our worship stuffed with processions,
incense-burning, flag-carrying, candles, gestures, postures, flowers, and
gaudy sacrificial garments, and ordered them all to be put away. The
Ritualists are always labouring to re-introduce them.
Can anyone in his senses doubt what all this means? Straws show
which way the wind blows. Ceremonial trifles show the current of
religious feeling. He that looks at the catalogue of facts which I have
just brought forward, and then tells us that there is no tendency in
Ritualism towards Rome, is past all argument, and must be let alone.
There are none so blind as those that will not see.
But after all, is Ritualism doing any harm to the Church of England?
With all its faults and defects, does not the movement do more good
than evil? Is it not better to believe all things, and hope all things,
and to leave Ritualism alone? These are questions which many in
their simplicity are continually asking, and they are questions which
demand a plain answer.
Some tell us that Ritualism has revived the Church, rallied the
laity, infused a new spirit into the Establishment, lengthened her
cords, and strengthened her stakes. Some tell us that the existence
of a Ritualistic party in our Church is an excellent and healthy symptom,
that parties keep each other in check, and act as counter irritants in
the constitution, and that except Ritualism abides in the Church we
shall not be saved. My own opinion is diametrically the reverse. I
.believe that Ritualism has done, and is doing, universal damage to
the Church of England, and that, unless checked or removed, it will
prove the destruction of the Establishment.
Ritualism is dividing the clergy into two distinct parties, and
hastening on an internecine conflict. So long as the difference was
only between High Church and Low Church, little harm was done.
But when the struggle is between Popery and Protestantism, union is
impossible. Both parties cannot possibly co-operate with any advantage in the same ecclesiastical pale, and it is preposterous to snppose
they can. One or the other is in the wrong place. What saith the
Scripture? The Master Himself has declared, " If a house be divided
against itself, that house cannot stand" (Mark iii. 25).
Ritualism is gradually robbing our Church of some of its best
members among the laity. Not a few bankers, lawyers, doctors,
merchants, and naval and military officers, are dropping off and leaving
the ship. Their confidence is thoroughly shaken. They cannot
understand an Established Church in which the service is Romish in
one parish and Protestant in another. They are becoming disgusted
with the continued toleration of Romish novelties, which their own
common sense tells them are as thoroughly unchurchmanlike as they
are unscriptural. Some of them go off to the Plymouth Brethren,
some join the Dissenters, and some stand aloof, and refuse to take any
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part in the Church's affairs. This state of things is most mischievous.
The life-blood of the Church is being drained away.
Ritualism is alienating the middle classes and lower orders from
the Church of England. Thousands of tradesmen and farmers and
artisans have an instinctive horror of Popery. They may not be very
intelligent or deeply read in theological matters, but they are determined not to put up with Popery. They cannot draw nice distinctions;
they are apt to call a spade a spade, and to give things their right
name. And if they see the slightest attempt to reintroduce Popish
ceremonies into our parish Churches, their suspicions are roused, and
they walk off to chapel. The Churchman who allows these suspicions
to be roused may be earnest, well-meaning, and zealous, but he is no
true friend to the Church of England.
Once for all, I must honestly avow that my chief fears of Ritualism
arise from the effect which it has on the minds of the lower and middle
classes. They do not like it. They will not have it. They call it
Popery.
Shallow-minded members of the aristocracy-ill-taught asceticsself-willed and half-instructed members of Evangelical families who
want to mix ball-going and worldliness with religious formalism, and to
compound for the one by supporting the other-idle young ladies and
thoughtless young men, who love anything gaudy, sensational, and
theatrical in worship-all these may stick to Ritualism and stoutly
support it. They are like children who admire poppies more than
corn, and like babies who care for toys more than food. But Ritualism
does not meet the wants of the hard-working, the hard-headed, the
hard-handed masses of the middle classes, and intelligent artisans, the
brain and muscle of England. These men want food for their souls
and rest for their consciences. They find life too hard and heart-wearing
to be content with trifles and toys in worship. If the Church can only
offer them Ritualism, they will turn away from her in disgust. If she
will faithfully give them the pure Gospel, they will never leave her,
and never forsake her.
Only let Ritualism grow and spread for a few more years, and the
end will come. The Church will perish for want of Churchmen.
Generals and colonels and bands do not make up an army, and bishops
and choristers and clergy alone do not make up a Church. The Church
of England will never stand if it disgusts and drives away its congregations. Disestablishment will come as a matter of course. The Church
of a minority will not be spared in England any more than in Ireland.
Statesmen and orators will declare that the English Establishment is
" a huge anomaly," and must be got rid of. The voice of the people
will demand our destruction; and on modern principles it will be
obeyed. The Church of England, once disestablished, will split into
pieces, or become a mere sect, like the Scotch Episcopal Church; and
the pages of history will then record that she made shipwreck of all
her greatness by the suicidal attempts to recede from Protestantism
and reintroduce Popery.
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" Such are my reasons for regarding Ritualism with unmixed dislike.
It threatens the very existence of our beloved Church of England.
Such are the conclusions I arrive at from the review of the fifth and
last period of English Church history. Whether my fears are well
founded, and the lesson I have drawn the true one, time alone will
show. But I should not be doing my duty as an honest man, if I did
not tell my readers that we are in a most critical position, and that the
future must be regarded with deep anxiety. In short, I leave the
Church history of the last sixty years, with the firm belief that, unless
Ritualism dries up or is checked, the Established Church of this
country in a very few years will be broken to pieces. The leaders of
the Ritualists, I willingly allow, may be zealous, earnest, able, wellmeaning men. They may conscientiously believe, like many of Laud's
school, that they are helping the Church of England, and doing God
service. But it is my firm belief that, like Laud's school, they are
ruining the Church instead of helping it, and are likely to bring the
whole house to the ground.
My paper must now come to a conclusion. I have tried to the
best of my ability to draw lessons from five periods of English Church
history-(l) from the period before the Reformation; (2) from the
period of the Reformation itself; (3) from the days of Laud and his
party; (4) from the days of Evangelical revivalism in the eighteenth
century; (5) from the rise and progress of Ritualism in our own day.
On each and all of these periods I feel that I have only touched the
surface of my subject, and that I might have said far more if time had
permitted. But I hope at any rate I have supplied some food for
thought. I shall now wind up all with a few words of practical
application. I have dealt with five periods of Church history, and I
will offer, as a friend, five short pieces of parting advice.
1. My first advice to everyone into whose hands this paper may
fall is this. Read up the great facts of English Church history, and
make yourself thoroughly familiar with them. Know what our
country was when the Pope ruled supreme; know what the Reformation
did for us; know what the principles of the Reformation were and
are. Read such books as Foxe's Martyrs, Soames' History of the
Reformation, Fuller's Church History, Blunt's History of the Reformation,
Marsden's History of the Puritans. Read, not least, your own Thirtynine Articles, at least once every year. Do this and you will not be
easily led astray. Ignorance is one great ally of Ritualism.
2. My second advice is this. Mind you do not underrate the danger
in which the Church of England is in from Ritualism. That danger,
I believe, is far greater than many suppose. The friends of Ritualism
among the clergy are numerous, zealous, able, unwearied. Many
Ritualists compass sea and land and leave no stone unturned to effect
their objects. Many of them, I believe, are determined never to rest
till they have the mass at every parish communion table, and the
confessional in every Church, and sacrificial garments on every clerical
back. Do not fold your arms and sit still. If we mean to preserve
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Protestantism in the Church of England, if we mean to keep the
martyr's candle lighted, we must stand to our arms and fight. Indolence and self-security are another great ally of Ritualism.
3. My third advice is this. Settle it in your mind that Protestant
and Evangelical principles are the real true principles of the Church
of England, and the only principles that will keep the Church alive.
They are the principles of your own Thirty-nine Articles, and of the
glorious Reformation. They are the only principles that do good to
souls. Processions, incense, flowers, gaudy vestments, bowings,
turnings, crossings, and the like, may gather crowds of gaping people
for a time, like any other exhibition. But they convince no sinner,
heal no conscience, build up no saint, lead none to Christ. Nothing
will do that but the word of the Gospel and the grace of God. Never
be ashamed of simple Evangelical religion. Want of confidence in it
is another great ally of Ritualism.
4. My fourth advice is this. Do not be in a hurry to leave the
Church of England, because many of her clergy are unfaithful. It is
cheap and easy policy for Churchmen to shirk trouble and run away
in the hour of conflict; but it is neither manly, nor Christian, nor
kind. It is a short-cut road out of difficulties to launch the longboat when the good ship is in jeopardy, and to leave your comrades
to sink. But it is not the line of action which becomes an Englishman.
As Nelson said at Trafalgar, " England expects every man to do his
duty," so does the Church of England expect every Protestant Churchman to do his duty, and stick by the ship. Let us not play the enemy's
game, by deserting the good old fortress, so long as the Articles are
unchanged and the pulpit is unfettered. Let us not basely forsake
our old mother in her day of trouble. Rather, like Venn, and Romaine,
and Grimshaw, and Berridge, let us man the walls, stand to our guns,
nail our colours to the mast, and fight as long as we have a foot to
stand on. Sneaks and deserters who are always making strategical
movements to the rear are the weakness of an army. Rabbit-hearted
Churchmen,who are always bolting into holes at the slightest shadow
of danger, are the best allies of Ritualism.
5. My last advice is this. Work publicly and privately, and work
hard, for the defence of Christ's truth and the maintenance of Reformation principles in the Church of England. But work together in an
organized and systematic way, or else you will do very little. "Men
with muskets" do not make an army, as the French found to their
cost, and Evangelical Churchmen without organization will do but
little in opposing Ritualism. Associate, unite, organize, work together,
keep together, and much may be done. Work charitably and kindly,
and make allowance for the utter ignorance in which many Ritualists
live of the real nature of Evangelical principles. Many of them, alas,
appear to know no more of the views of Evangelical Churchmen than
an illiterate country labourer knows of the streets of London! They
talk and write as if they had never heard of any theological school but
their own! Remember this, and deal gently with them. But while
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you work charitably, lovingly, courteously, kindly, do not forget to
work hard-Work for your Church's sake; the Church of Hooper
and Latimer deserves some exertion.-Work for your children's sake;
when you are dead take heed lest they be left like sheep without a
shepherd.-Work for your country's sake; her Protestantism is the
key of her strength; this once lost, she is like Samson shorn of his
hair.-Work not least for your own soul's sake. It will do you good.
It will nerve your graces. It will keep down besetting sins. It is
not exercise but sitting still that does the body harm.
Think of these things and do not despise them. Some men may
cry, "Peace! peace! Keep quiet! Oh, sacrifice anything for
peace!" I answer, there can be no real peace while our Church
tolerates and fosters Popery. Is ecclesiastical peace really so sweet
that it is worth purchasing at the expense of truth'? Is a quiet life
so precious that, in order to secure it, we will tolerate the mass and
auricular confession? Is it, or is it not?
God forbid that we should ever sacrifice truth to a love of peace!
Peace in a Church without truth is a worthless possession. What
others think, I know not. My own mind is made up. I have come
to one decided conclusion. I say, give me a really Protestant and
Evangelical Established Church, or no Established Church at all.
When the Reformed Church of England renounces her Protestant
principles, and goes back to Popery, her life and glory will have clean
departed, and she will not be worth preserving. She will be an offence
to God, and not a resting-place for any true Christian.

FOOTBALL ON THE SABBATH.
MR. KENNETH MATHEsoN, of Dingwall, informs us that he sent in
October the following open letter to the Right Hon. Malcolm
MacDonald, "Minister of Health and our County Member" :"We in Dingwall were sadly grieved yesterday (Sabbath Day) to
see some of our soldiers having a foqtball match in the Victoria Park.
I, as an ex-soldier, protest strongly against such desecration on the
Sabbath, and call upon you or· Mr. Eden to stop this great challenge
to the Laws of Heaven at once, for unless we repent as a nation for
our Sabbath breaking, we shall only get more and more of His sore
judgments. I love our dear and faithful Army, but let us fight without such guilty consciences.
" Please look into this matter at once. May the Lord strengthen
you for your many heavy burdens.-I remain, Yours faithfully,Kenneth Matheson. (See Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10.)"

WE do not read that dead souls are quickened into life in another
world: the second Adam is a quickening spirit unto all who are born
again during their life on earth.-Dr. A. Saphir.
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lltebif\l)S snb jtotiCfS of Jaoofts.
THE WAn AND THE PAPACY. By Mr. J. A. Kensit. Pp. 12. Price 2d.,
post frce 3d. (The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.CA.)
This pamphlet is an Open Letter addressed by Mr. J. A. Kensit
to Cardinal Hinsley. He reminds the Cardinal of the language of
Pope Gregory XIII, in 1580, when he said of Queen Elizabeth,
" Whosoever sends her out of the world with the pious intention of
doing God's service, not only does not sin, but gains merit." Mr.
Kensit points out that " the Church of Rome is apparently speaking
with two voices," in reference to the war, "taking up an almost
contradictory attitude in the different countries now engaged in war."
He says, "In Italy your Church is enthusiastically Pro-Axis, whilst
here you courageously take a stand for British interests." What is
the explanation of this double attitude ~
DISTINGUISHING GRACE OR DIVINE DEALINGS WITH A CHILD. By the
late Mrs. A. C. Hoblyn. Pp. 46. Price about r3d. post free.
(The Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, London, KC. 4.)
The author of this excellent booklet was a friend of the late Mrs.
Percy Wakeley, in whose memory this autobiography is now re-issued.
The father of Mrs. Percy Wakeley was Mr. J. C. Pembrey. He was
the publisher of the late Mrs. Hoblyn's Tracts for the people. Mrs.
Wakeley was called Home on Feb. 22nd, 1940. She frequently
expressed the desire that this booklet should be re-issued, and it is
now sent forth " dedicated by the husband and family to the blessed
memory of a devoted wife and mother." A beautiful photo of Mrs.
Wakely appears as a frontispiece. All who knew Mrs. Wakeley will
be glad to possess the photo and to :read this autobiography of Mrs.
Hoblyn. It is a remarkable account of her childhood's days from the
age of :five to the age of fifteen, at which age she was graciously brought
to realize her membership in God's redeemed family.
The booklet is full of definite teaching given in simple language
and contains instruction in Divine truth not only suited for children,
but also for children of a larger growth.
The earlier pages suggest that the forbidden fruit in the garden
of Eden was an apple. There is really no Scriptural warrant for this.
The suggestion on pp. 10, 11 that if we truly love God we shall want
to die Rccms going too far. Is it not a right and a natural instinct
for the Lord's people to observe the laws of health and thus endeavour
to live aR long as we can so as to glorify our God by shining as lights
in the midHt of the moral darkness around us ~
Wc have mad the booklet with much interest and pleasure and are
very thankful for its clear teaching on Gospel truth and its faithful
testimony agaillHt (hLIlcing and the pleasures of the world.
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ABRAHAM: A POEM. By the Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A. Pp. 66. Price
2s. 6d. (From the author, Rector of Rodden, Frome, Somerset.)
IN our last issue we reviewed Mr. Pittaway's lengthy poem on the
life and history of Joseph. This on Abraham is even longer. We
understand that these two poems are the longest the author has
written. Of course no one can improve upon the inspired narratives
of these two Old Testament saints, but some people are specially
attracted to poetry and such, if spiritually minded, will read both
these ably-written poems with pleasure and profit. There are many
excellent passages in this poem. Here and there there seem to be
passages open to criticism, unless it be that they are not quite clear
to the reviewer's mind. As the author, we know, values the teaching
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, we regret the use of the word "decide"
on p. 27. He says,
" God says to Abraham-' Ah! not in vain
Did'st thou decide a child of Mine to be:
Deprived of many gains, thou yet hast Me ! "
We suggest that God Himself decided the matter of Abraham's
membership in God's family. The suggestion that we decide to become
children of God, is not, we think, borne out by Scripture. We say
this with all kind thoughts of the author of this ably-written poem.
ELEMENTARY STUDIES IN THE FACTS OF PROPHETIC SCRIPTURE.
Pp. 20. Price 3d., post free. (Mr. G. H. Fromow, Sovereign Grace
Advent-Testimony, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
This pamphlet consists of forty-four questions and answers on the
prophetic portions of Scripture. It may be described as setting forth
the simple Futurist view in contrast with the extreme Futurist teaching on the subject of prophecy. The margins of the pages are full
of Scripture references.

PROVIDENCE.
PROVIDENCE is certainly an highway of walking with God in this
world, and as sweet communion may a soul enjoy with Him in His
providences as in any of His ordinances. How often have the hearts
of its observers been melted into tears of joy at the beholding of its
wise and unexpected productions! How often hath it convinced
them, upon a sober recollection of the events of their lives, that if the
Lord had left them to their own counsels they had as often been their
own tormentors, if not executioners! Into what and how many fatal
mischiefs had they precipitated themselves if Providence had been as
short-sighted as they! They have given it their hearty thanks for
considering their interest more than their importunity, and not suffering them to perish by their own desires.-John Flavel.

