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~I)e jfamilp ~ortion:
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith ...Je ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

A WORD FOR THE NEW YEAR

«Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my
Salvation."-HABAKKuK iii. 18.

OUR Family Portion for the January issue must be sent to the
printer early in December, and it must necessarily be written earlier
still. What, then, shall we say to all the members of the Lord's
family who read this, the oldest of the religious magazines? It was
established in the year 1766, so that, at the time of writing, this
magazine is 181 years old. It is a privilege to be writing for it and
it is a joy to know there are readers not only in the British Isles, but
also in Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, America, Canada,
China, and probably in other parts of the earth. For all who read
we regularly pray that amid the growing spiritual darkness, we who
write, and they who read, may be enabled by the Spirit's power to
shine as lights and to walk increasingly in holy separation from all
that is contrary to God and His inspired Word. We do not know
the names of all our readers, but the Lord knoweth them that are
His, and they are all the objects of His care and pity. How precious
is the assurance that, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him." Well, wherever you live and
whatever" your circumstances, dear fellow-believers, we wish you a
happy New Year, and abundance of the Lord's goodness and mercy.
We are all living in solemn times. The war seems to have turned
the world upside down: The effects of the war are felt everywhere,
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more or less. Peace treaties still remain unsigned. The power of
the world, the flesh and the devil is manifest everywhere. Malice
and wickedness abound. God's terrible judgments have not led to
repentance and humiliation before Him. Christendom is in an
awful state. Sacerdotal and modernistic error abound therein. All
manner of things are resorted to in order to attract people to the
various churches. Community singing, solos, youth clubs, worldly
entertainments, and whist drives are resorted to, and still most places
of worship are largely empty. We ourselves are increasingly con
vinced that we need to get back to Bible truths, Bible precepts, and
Bible ways. We need more and more to follow the example of
Christ and His Apostles. It has often occurred to us that on the day
of Pentecost about 3,000 were converted after onc sermon, and on
that occasion there was no choir, no organ, no anthem singing. no
solos, no worldly processions and worldly pomp. The Holy Ghost
was the great Worker. He operated upon the great congregation
and they were "pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the Apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
So, all through the Acts of the Apostles, great results followed the
preaching of the Gospel without any of the methods now adopted.
Arc we not taught that the Gospel alone is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth? In these days it is really a
a rare thing to hear the Gospel and to find places of worship where
congregations are encouraged to worship God in spirit and in truth.
(Sec John iv. 24). It may perhaps be truly said that where the old
Gospel truths are preached and spiritual worship is encouraged, the
numbers attending such places are often very small. The answer to
that may truly be that the professing Church has so alr.:lost uni
versally departed from God, and His truth, that He is judicially
giving up its members to the consequences of their widespread
departure from the inspired Word. The Old Testament prophets
were mocked, despised and misused. Their testimony had little
success, but they did not deviate from speaking the old truths,
delivering the old message, and, in spite of their message being
rejected, they still walked in the old paths.

Well, you will think that all this is wandering away from a New
Year's message. But is it really so? All the Lord's people every
where are feeling the evil of the times, and they are feeling the
other trials, shortage of food, shortage of coal. shortage of beef.
mutton, bacon and other temporal blessings. Despite all such triak
the prophet Habakkuk said, "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will
joy in the God of my salvation." If you read the previous \'l'fSC

you will find there were six possible troubles which might come into
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the prophet's experience: (1) the fig tree might cease to blossom,
(2) grapes might fail to grow on the vines, (3) olive fruit might fail
to grow, (4) the fields might produce no food, (5) sheep and there
fore mutton might be cut off from the sheep folds, (6) and no cattle
an<f no beef and no milk might be provided in the stalls. "ret,"
notice the yet, " yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God
of my salvation."

Now the prophet's declaration should be the declaration of all
the true people of God to-day. However short we may be of fruit,
of vegetables, of corn, of mutton, of beef and of milk and eggs, yet
we should rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of our salvation.
Now we propose to give a word for the New Year in this Family
Portion, and when you have read that we ask you to read on and
notice more words for the New Year in Wayside Notes.

Let us now, depending on the Spirit's aid and guidance, confine
ourselves to the words. "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord." The
prophet had mentioned the possible absence of figs, grapes, olive
fruit, vegetables, com, sheep and oxen, but he does not say I will
rejoice if none of these blessings continue to be provided. No
doubt, like the rest of us, he would feel glad if there was always an
abundance of these blessings, and he would be sad if they were all
taken away. It would not cause joy in his heart if a time should
come when none of these blessings could be obtained. Yet, in spite
of that, he would, through divine grace, rejoice. He would rejoice

. in the Lord. "Yet," he says, "I will rejoice in the Lord." Now
that is a cause of rejoicing which is open to the Lord's family to-day.
They may be sad at the scarcity of temporal blessings and they may
rightly be sad at the abounding spiritual evils of the times, yet they
may be enabled to rejoice in the Lord.

1. First, the members of God's family have reason to rejoice in
the presence of the Lord.

In the variety of troubles which may come into their experience,
they will never be left to bear them in absolute solitude. The Lord
Himself will always be with them. He says, "Fear thou not; tor
I am with thee,. be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10).

The Lord's presence is always with His people. He never leaves
them nor forsakes them. He is with them to strengthen and uphold
them. All through the coming year He will be with them, with
them in the darkness and in the light, with them in all their
experiences, with them in all the places where their lot will be cast,



4 The Gospel Magazine

with them when they are in company and with them when they are
alone. They may always say, "Yet, I will rejoice in His presence."

2. Secondly, the Lord's people may rejoice in His love.
He Who is with His people is a God Who has loved them from

eternity. He chose them in Christ before the foundation of the
world. Their names have been written in the Lamb's book of life
from the foundation of the world. His love to them was so great
that He sent His Son to be the propitiation for their sins. More
over, nothing shall be able to separate them from His love.
" Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39). The
Lord's love to His people will go on all through the new year,
and all through every year that follows. In every circumstance of
their lives they can still be assured of His love. They can therefore
say, whatever be our temporal circumstances, or however wicked
and lawless the times may be, "Yet I can and will rejoice in the
Lord from Whose love nothing can part me. Though the world
may hate me because I belong to the Lord's family, He will still
love me."

" He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate;)

Nor can the love a period know,
Which never knew a date.

" Glory and grace to them He gives,
For whom He gave His Son;

And God must cease from being love,
Ere He can hate His own!" (A. M. T oplady).

As the Lord changes not, so His love to His people never changes.
It is abiding. We may therefore always rejoice in Him "'hose love
to us is unchanging.

" Great Jehovah's love endureth,
Then away with all complaints'!

His unchanging love secureth
Crowns of glory for the saints."

(Richard Barnham).

3. Thirdly, the Lord's people may rejoice in His power.

With Him all things are possible. With Him nothing shall be
impossible. However much, therefore, His people may suffer from
scarcity, they can say, " The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger:
but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing." " There
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is no want to them that fear Him." (Psalm xxxiv. 9, 10). They can
recall His power to supply Elijah's wants when famine prevailed.
The Lord said. "I have commanded the ravens to feed thee."
Later on He said, " I have commanded a widow woman to sustain
thee." The widow had only a handful of meal in a barrel, and a
little oil in a cruse, but" The barrel of meal wasted not, neither did
the cruse of oil fail, according to the Word of the Lord, which He
spake by Elijah." (I. Kings xvii. 4, 9. 12, 16). So whatever be the
needs of the Lord's people, however many their difficulties, they can
always rejoice in the assurance that His omnipotent hand will be
stretched out to supply their needs and solve their problems. There
is nothing too hard for Him.

" Fear Him, ye saints! and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;

Make you His service your delight
Your wants shall be His care."

4. Lastly, the Lord's people have reason to rejoice in His faith- '
fulness.

" Know, therefore, that the Lord thy God. He is God, the faithful
God, Which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him
and keep His commandments to a thousand generations" (Deut. vii.
9). We can always rely upon His faithfulness. "What He hath
promised He is able also to perform." "He abideth faithful."
(II. Tim. ii. 13). He was faithful in the time of Moses. He was
faithful in Ap\lstolic times, and He is faithful in these times in
which we live. He is unchangeable. Abraham and Sarah found
Him faithful, and all the saints of God ever since can bear testimony
to His faithfulness. Thus, as we go forth into a new year, let us
seek for grace to be able at all times to say, "Yet I will rejoice in
the Lord." I will rejoice in the assurance of His presence, His love,
His power, and His faithfulness.

" Though vine nor fig tree neither
Their wonted fruit shall bear,

Though all the field should wither,
Nor flocks nor herds be there:

Yet God the same abiding,
His praise shall tune my voice;

For, while in Him confiding,
I cannot but rejoice." (Cowper).

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk. '
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MORE WORDS FOR THE NEW YEAR

(f Yet [will rejoice in the Lord, [ will joy in the God of my
salvation."-HABAKKuK iii. 18.

WE have already, in The Family Portion, dealt with the first part
of this text. We propose therefore now to endeavour to dwell upon
the second part-" I will joy in the God of my salvation."

The prophet was evidently a saved man, and he said, in effect,
although many temporal trials may come into my experience, "Yet
I will joy in the God of my salvation." When the Apostle Paul
wrote his second letter to Timothy he said, "God hath saved us,
and called us with an holy calling, not acc~rding to our works. but
according to His Own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began." The Apostle was thus assured
of his own salvation and also of the salvation of Timothy. He told
Timothy that the Scriptures, which he had known from his child
hood, were able to make him wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus. (H. Timothy iii. 15). Possibly the Apostle
meant that the holy Scriptures were able to make Timothy
increasingly wise unto salvation. There can be no doubt that
salvation is a wonderful theme, and that the more we m<:ditate upon
and pray over the Scriptures, the more fully we shall grasp all the
truth concerning the salvation of God. Though we are venturing to
write on this great subject, we feel that only by the teaching of the
Spirit can we profitably and helpfully unfold this great truth. Dr.
Robert Young, in his preface to his Analytical Concordance, says of
the original Scriptures, that they have "God for their Author,
Truth without any mixture of Error for their Matter. and Salvatioll
for their End." The more, therefore, that we study the inspirecl

. Scriptures, and the more we are taught by their divine Author, the
more shall we grasp the great truth of the salvation of Gocl. What
a mercy that the prophet could speak of God as the God of his
salvation, and what a mercy it is that Paul, who at one time was
a blasphemer, a persecutor and injurious, could, through infinite
grace, say to Timothy,'" God hath saved us." It was to save sinners
that Christ Jesus came into the world. He came to seek and to save
that which was lost. Oh, can those who read these Wayside Notes
say, as they go forth into the New Year, "God hath verily and
indeed saved us"? John Newton could say,
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" Amazing grace (how sweet the sound!)
That saved a wretch like me!

lance was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

" 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed!

" Through many a danger, toil and snare,
I have already come;

'Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me Home.

" The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;

But God, Who called me here below,
Will be for ever mine."

7

1. Let us now notice that the salvation of God is a salvation
" not according to our works.»

"God hath saved us and called Us with an holy calling not
according to our works.» A great many people expect to reach
heaven because they believe they have always lived a fairly good
life and never done anybody any harm. They will admit that we

.are all sinners, but they feel they have not been great sinners, and
they have lived such respectable lives that God, on the ground of
their own righteousness and goodness, will certainly have mercy on
them. When relatives die they say of them. "it is a happy release."
Thus the doctrine held by large numbers of professing Christians is
that salvation is by works. But the inspired Apostle teaches that
salvation is " not according to our works." It is "By grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Ephesians ii.
8-IQ). It was the eighth verse which. we have quoted which through
divine mercy qelivered us, between 60 and 70 years ago, from
imagining that the sinner could do something to bring about his
own salvation. This idea was divinely made to vanish when one
morning, looking at a text book, we read, "By grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of .yourselves: it is the gift of God.»
We thought we could exercise faith, and God would do the rest.
This text told us, however, that even faith was the gift of God.
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Thus salvation is all of grace, unmerited favour. " Salvation is of the
Lord." I am not my own Saviour. He begins, He carries on, and
He completes the work. "Being confident of this very thing. that
He Which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ" (Phi!. i. 6). "Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us"
(Titus iii. 5). Dr. Watts rightly says,

" 'Tis not by works of righteousness
Which our own hands have done;

But we are saved by sovereign grace
Abounding through His Son."

Thus, like Jonah, we must say, "Salvation is of the Lord" (Jonah
ii. 9). The redeemed in glory will cry with a loud voice, " Salvation
to our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb"
(Rev. vii. 10). They will give the glory of their salvation wholly to
God. Hence they will say with the prophet, " I will joy in the God
of my salvation." Not a shred of glory will I take to myself.

2. Secondly, the salvation of God is a salvation " according to
His Own purpose." .

Those who experience God's salvation were" chosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world." This is the inspired declara
tion of the Apostle. We dare not say this if Scripture did not say it.
On the other hand, if we do not say what the Bible says, we are
withholding a truth which God has revealed, and revealed no doubt
for the comfort of His people. We are aware that men raise objec
tions to many revealed truths, but we are content to receive them
thankfully and meekly even though there may be mysteries which
we cannot solve connected with them. So we thankfully rejoice
that God purposed our salvation before the foundation of the world,
and that in due time He called us by His grace, and numbered us
amongst His people. All bishops and clergy of the Church of
England have assented to all the 3'9 Articles of religion, although,
sad to say, many do not assent to them honestly. Some of them say,
"They are the forty stripes save one, laid on the backs of the
Anglican clergy." The 17th Article, which is printed, along with
the other Articles, at the end of the Prayer Book, says, "They
which we endued with so excellent a benefit of God be called
according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due season:
they through grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they
be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like unto the
image of His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously
in good works, and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to ever-
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lasting felicity." Read again the words of the inspired Apostle
Paul. He says, "God hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His Own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the

. world began" (H. Timothy i. 9). Thus, if I am a saved man, I did
not sa~ my self, but God did it. His Son, Who is One with the
Father, came to seek and to save that which was lost. He came
into the world to save sinners, and He alone is the Saviour.
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men wheJ'eby we must be saved"
(Acts. iv. 10-12). The believer can say God is "the God of my
salvation." He is the God Who planned it. He is the God Who
sent His Son, His only-begotten Son, to secure it by bearing the
penalty of my sin in my place. He is the God Who called me when
I was in the broad way, and led me to trust in His dear Son as my
holy Substitute. He is the God Who planted in my heart that faith
which led me to rely only on Christ's merits as the ground of my
salvation.

3. Thirdly, the salvation of God is the salvation at the God at
all grace.

He saves His people not according to their works, but according
to His Own purpose and grace given them in Christ Jesus. Let us
never forget that it is by grace we are saved. It is "not by works,
lest any man should boast." We are" called by His grace" (Gal.
i. 15), "justified freely by His grace" (Rom. iii. 24), saved by
grace (Ephes. ii. 8), and by the grace of God we are what we are
(1. Cor. xv. 10). We have the forgiveness of our sins" through the
riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 7). We have" good hope through
grace" (H. Thess. ii. 16). More grace is to be brought unto us
when Christ is revealed- (I Peter i. 13). The throne of grace is
always open to God's needy people, and they find grace thereat in
all their times of need (Heb. iv. 16). "If by grace then it is no more
of works" (Rom. xi. 6). All this shows we never have anything to
boast of. From beginning to end our salvation is all of grace.

On one occasion, John Newton, the author of " How sweet the
name of Jesus sounds," uttered himself in brief to the following
effect:

"(1) I am not what I ought to be. Ah, how imperfect and
deficient!

(2) Not what I might be, considering my pri~ileges and
opportunities.
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(3) Not what I wish to be. God, Who knows my heart,
knows I wish to be like Him.

(4) I am not what I hope to be, ere long to drop this clay
tabernacle, to be like Him, and see Him as He is.

(5) Not what I once was-a child of sin and slave of th.e devil.

"Though not all these-not what I ought to be, not what I
might be, not what I wish or hope to be, and not what I once was
I think I can truly say with the Apostle, 'By· the grace of God I am
what I am.''' (Newton's Life, by Josiah Bull, p. 334).

4. Finally, the Lord of my salvation is a God Who arranged for
my salvation before the world began.

This is what the inspired Apostle says of his salvation and that of
Timothy. This is what all the believing people of God can say of
their salvation. The salvation of His people in time, is due to what
He purposed before "the world began." Think of that. dear
fellow-believer. The Lord in rich mercy thought of His people
before the stars began to shine, and before the foundation of the
world was laid. Hence He has loved them with an everlasting love,
and nothing now that we can think of or imagine can separate us
from His love. It is abiding and eternal.

" Grace first contrived a way
To save rebellious man,

And all the steps that grace display, .
Which drew the wondrous plan!

" Grace first inscribed my name
In God's eternal book:

'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took.

"Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;

'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And wilt not let me go." (Dr. Doddridge).

What, then, shall we say of these things? If God planned my
salvation before eternal times, and secured it by the atoning work
of His only-begotten and eternal Son, and has bestowed it by His
eternal Spirit, and intends me to enjoy it to all eternity, can I cease
from saying by His infinite and enabling grace, "Yet I will joy in
the God of my salvation"?
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Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

" My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;

Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace:

Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;

More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven." (7oplady).

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY'S NEED FOR

NURSES

IN common with most nursing establishments during post-war years, the
Committee of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is finding difficulty in
fully maintaining the staff of its Nursing Sections. Faced wth the prob
lem of upbuilding a staff with the view to greater commitments, they are
anxious to make progress, but find difficulty in meeting present and
increasing needs.

This section of the Society's work is of a special character and it is
important for its proper maintenance that those engaged in it should feel
a distinct call to the work and have a strong sense of attachment to the
Society and to those of the family of God whom it serves. Should any
reader having such a regard, and with the requisite training or experience,
desire to have more information, the Secretary, 19/21, Ludgate Hill,
E.CA will gladly respond to an enquiry. Rushcliffe Scale in operation.
Above all, the Committee would seek an interest in the prayers of the
Lord's people in this matter.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE IN LONDON

"FEWER people than ever are attending Christian worship. In this
matter the condition may not everywhere be as bad as the • less than one
per cent.' which our ex-serviceman missionary quotes as the figure for the
area of his task; but wherever a competent opinion is expressed upon
church attendance in districts occupied by London City Missionaries, the
conclusion is unavoidable that the estimate of five per cent. which was
accepted as reasonable a few years ago must now be considerably
reduced."-London City Mission Magazine.
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t&ilgrim t&aprrs.

WELLSPRINGS

.. And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in ObiOth. And
they journeyed fr.om iOboth, and pitched at Ij:e-abarim, in the
wilderness which is before M oab, toward the sunrising."
NUMBERS xxi. 10, 11.

THE chapter in which the above verse is found gives a glimpse into
what the children of Israel experienced in their wilderness wanderings
and varied exercises, as also a little of what Moses, their leader and
commander, that meek and greatly beloved servant of his God, must
have suffered at their hands in all their base ingratitude and rebellings.
But Moses was under the hand of his God, and as Jehovah commanded,
so His servant spake, and thus when the divine voice spake .. Stand
still," or .. Go forward," so the camp of Israel stood, pitched their
tents, or lifted them and journeyed on. It kept them in entire dependence
upon the God of Israel. .. It kept them so uncertain of the future: it
wrote' If God permit' on every plan," as the sweet writer of that
Exodus poem gives us. They were just children, and kept in utter
dependence upon a Voice, Arm and Power beyond their own. And
thus they journeyed, the great camp of Israel, men, women and children,
old and young, sick and in health, and to prove the divine promise, .. As
thy days, so shall thy strength be." They' were equipped f()1: all the
hardships and weariness as with .. shoes of iron and brass," and God.
even their own God, proved the blessedness of His Own promise, "I
will be as a father unto Israel." They had many solemn lessons to learn
and to be humbled under the fiery serpent's judgment, the deaths of
Aaron and. Miriam, as also the deaths of the many " whose carcases fell
in the wilderness through unbelief." But we must come to the verse
immediately under our contemplatibn, and if the Holy Spirit be pleased
to warm our hearts and illumine our minds, may we indeed draw some
heavenly gospel truths out of it, to our souls' edification and God's glory.
We read that, having again been on the march, the children of Israel
.. pitched their tents in Oboth "; and then again, when the command had
come for journeying on, .. they journeyed from Oboth and pitched at
Ije-abarim, in the wilderness which is before Moab, toward the sun
rising." My own heart has been melted and warmed more than once
whilst reading through and meditating on this chapter. How com
passionately and divinely has our God, the divine Author of this Holy
Book, given us such a full and true record of His dealings, and Israel's
sinnings, when after bringing them forth out of Egyptian bondage with
a high hand, and giving them all they needed by the way, it was rebel-
lion, frettings, murmurings on their part, and long-suffering and for
bearance on His! But the purposes of God must be accomplished and
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His promises must be fulfilled." I will work and' who shall let it." He
declares, and all these things were written for our examples and to have
their salutary lessons for every child of spiritual Israel to learn and profit
hv. I suppose the children of Israel had but little peace of mind while
their tents were pitched before Moab, and much less would their leader.
Moses, have, except as he utterly depended upon a strength and wisdom
not his own. Moab, which was situated east of the Jordan and the
Dead Sea. was a country which belonged to the Amorites and the
country whi<.',h derived its name from the son of Lot. whose awful
history we have recorded in Genesis xix. The inhabitants were idolators,
and several references are made to them in Isaiah xv., xvi., and Jeremiah
xxviii., whilst Jehovah Himself has declared, .. Moab is my washpot."
But we would gladly pass on to the brighter side of our meditation,
whilst fully entering into all the lessons so ne~essary and the discipline
and experiences, likewise, so eminently the work of their patient and
forbearing God, throughout those forty years of the children of Israel's
wanderings. They have now reached .. Ije-abarim, in the wilderness
which is before Moab, ~oDJard the sunrising." I wonder if anyone of
us has ever stood still and pondered the unsearchable vastness and
stupendous greatness of those words, "He made two great lights . . .
the sun to rule the day," and what that sun is and does for the children of
men, and the deeper lesson couching beneath of that better Sun of
Righteousness! What an important part does the natural sun by day
play in the lives of everyone of God's creatures and for whom it
was created. He placed it there, in the firmament of heaven, for the
benefit of man and beast and for the good of the earth. He made it to
rise and set, and whilst " earth needs nights. cool darkness, the sunset
and the dew," as wrote dear Rutherford, so we, as children of God,
learn many a needed and salutary lesson, when our God sees fit to with
hold the shining of His face and withdraw the warming, cheering rays
of the sunshine of His smile! Then, how we long for His return, for
the sun once again to shine upon us and for the bright beams of the
countenance of a forgiving God' to lighten our darkness and cheer our
gloom! It is indeed, as the patriarch said, .. a pleasant thing to behold
the sun" (Job xxx. 28). It brings forth the fruits of the earth for our
benefit (Deut. xxxiii. 14). Thus we could experimentally enlarge, but
must turn again to our text, and by the gracious Interpreter of His Own
Word to make it a sweet and soul-encouraging contemplation. .. They
journeyed ... toward the sunrising." Yes, their faces were set thither
ward, although they were still in their wilderness marchings, and, alas,
still in their rebellions and complaints and ingratitude. \Vhat varied
experiences! Fightings here and a pitching of their tents there; a respite
from the weary marchings and toil, and then again on the march, not
knowing what enemy they were next to encounter. Words of rebellion
at their leader when they lacked food or drink, and then to find bread
from heaven, a well of water springing up before they had even dug for
it! Oh, beloved reader, my soul has felt I was there in all those places
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and experiences to bring sin and shame, as I think upon what a long~

suffering and hearing and prayer-answering God He has been to me all
my long pilgrimage, and of how often I have distrusted Him and fallen
a prey to graceless fears and groundless forebodings. But the mercy of
it all is, .. The Lord shall choose our inheritance for us "-He has set
us His redeemed ones, in the way of His steps, and .. His oath, His
promise, and His blood are pledged to bring us home to God." Thus
we are journeying toward the sunrising! And what a prospect is that!
Oh, the mercy of having such a hope and expectation!

When my beloved mother was able, during her last long illness, I
would support her by my arms and gently get her across her room to
look upon the loveliness of the garden beneath. On one of those occa~

sions (it must have been a sunset was the attraction), she said in all her
weakness,

.. Contemplate, when the sun declines,
Thy death, with deep reflection;

And when again, he, rising shines,
The Day of Resurrection."

. And now, with this sure and bright prospect before me, the writ~r of
this meditation, as she fast nears the end of her long pilgrimage of His
covenant goodness and mercy which have followed her all her days, she is
looking with glad anticipation for the hope set before her, .. toward the
sunrising." And what then? Not only" toward," but the Lord Him~

self, thine everlasting light, and the days of my mourning for ever ended.
Oh, how memory goes back to those sacred sabbaths at St. Mary-le-Port
in the long past, when we used to sing amidst the congregation that sweet
hymn of Deck's, .. I journey through a desert waste and wild," which
contains that sweet verse,

.. Thoughts of His coming; for that joyful day
In patient hope I watch, and wait, and pray;
The dawn draws nigh, the midnight shadows flee;
Oh, what a sunrise will that Advent be! "

You and I, beloved reader, can little know nor estimate the joys which
God has prepared for them that love Him and wait for His appearing.
He is the God of glory, and shall have all the glory of redeemed sinners'
salvation. R .

.. THE BEST BELIEVER IS A SINNER

.. I BELIEVE that all true believers will be daily tempted, by the flesh,
as well as by the world and the devil, even to their lives' end; and that
they will feel an inclination, more or less, to comply, yea, and do comply
therewith. So that the best believer, if he knows what he says, and says
the truth is but a sinner at best."-The Creed of William Grimshaw of
Haworth.
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~trmon~ antJ ~ott!) of ~trmon~·

CHRIST: THE SAVIOUR, PROPHET, PRIEST, KING,

AND ADVOCATE

(From the Rev. William Homaine's co Life of Faith," pp. 79-88).

THERE is not a want, which sin has brought upon believers, but there is
an office in Christ, where it may be supplied; and the sense and feeling
of that want, leading them to trust in iHim upon the warrant of His
word and promise, will certainly bring them a supply in the hour of
need. His offices are many, but they may be all included in these five.
He is the Saviour, the Prophet, the Priest, the King, and the Advocate
of His people.

The SAVIOUR, Jesus, a dear name, descriptive of His infinite grace,
and sweetly suited to the sinner's wants. Whatever pollution or guilt he
has contracted, whatever misery he deserves to suffer in time or in eternity,
Jesus is Jehovah, almighty to save him: for He was called Jesus.
because He was to save His people from their sins. Whatever they stand
in need of to make them happy, wisdom, righteousness, holiness, comfort
or strength, it is all in the fulness of Jesus, freely promised, and by faith
received, as it is written, co Ye are saved freely by grace through faith,"
and saved for ever: for Jesus is the Author of eternal salvation. The
spirits of just men made perfect in glory, are said to be crying with a
loud voice-" Salvation to our God, Who sitteth upon the throne, and
to the Lamb for ever and ever." So that the name Jesus is dear and
precious to the saints in heaven; they are happily employed in ascribing
the glory of their eternal salvation to the Lamb of God. And the
believer has at present a part of their happiness; for Jesus is the Saviour.
He can trust Him for all the promised blessings of his salvation, and live
by faith upon Him for the receiving them. As every moment some of them
are wanted, so the Saviour's love in bestowing them is more experienced;
faith in Him is thereby strengthened, and love to Him increased. And
these graces will be continually growing, while the believer views the
state of guilt and misery, from which Jesus has saved him, the state of
safety in which He has placed him, and the blessings which He has
promised him in life and death and in eternity. Must not such a Saviour
become more precious for continuing day by day such free and unmerited
benefits? And who can receive them, sensible of his unworthiness,
without rejoicing in such a salvation, and admiring and adoring the good
ness of the Saviour? Oh most blessed Jesus, increase the faith of Thy
people, that they may glorify Thee more by depending upon Thee for all
the promised blessings of Thy salvation. Teach them how to do this as
the great

PROPHET of the house of God. This is another of His gracious
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offices. suited, to the ignorance of His people: for when sin separated
them from God, they then lost the light of life, and had no means left in
their ('wn power to discover God and the things of God. Hear what two
infallible witnesses say to this fact-" There is none that understandeth,
there is none that seeketh after God." Mind, here is no exception, the
prophet knew not one; neither did the apostle-" All the Gentiles had
the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their hearts." ,
To man in this state of ignorance what could be so suitable as a prophet)
And what prophet like Him. Who being God is possessed of infinite
wisdom, and being God-man has that infinite wisdom for His people's ,1,.'

use? He was made unto them wisdom, that by His divine teaching He ._
might enlighten their understandings. and lw leading them into all truth,
might make them wise unto salvation. He begins His teaching with
discovering to them their ignorance, which is a hard lesson to learn, but
He uses such mildness and gentleness with His authority, that by degrees
He subdues their pride and makes them willing to sit at His feet to hear
His word,. This is the humble posture of all His true disciples. They
receive Him by faith for their teacher. convinced that without Him they
can learn nothing which belongs to their peace, and havin~ been for sowe
time under His teaching, they grow more sensible 'of their want of it.
He discovers to them more of their ignorance, and thereby brings them
t() a closer deoenclenre unon Him for wisdom. And that is the way
they rise in His school. Whoever is the must humble and teachable. he
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. The abiding sense of his
standing in need -of the divine Prop]..,et eve'" moment makes him the
highest sch'llar. And the Lord keens him in this dependent state. waiting
Up:lll him for h:s continual instruction. in hearing and readinp: tbe word
ond in praver for the enlightening Spirit to make the word effectual.
The great Prophet could teach without these means. but He has com-
manded us in the use of them to wait upon Him: for in them He has
prJmised to meet and bless His people, and for the fulfilling of this
promise they wait. Christ's presence they look for in the use of all means,
and they find it. He teaches them how liable they are to err. how little

they know
d

,. holw socn hth~Yd~orget'Tandhthus Athe~d' growllinha der:endencef ,.
upon, an III ove to t elf lvine eac er. n as ate treasures 0

wisdom and knowledge are in Him, and they can know at present but
in part, they therefore will be waiting upon Him for more, still more
knowledge. and He answers His character, He teaches them wisdom.
He shows them dangers. discovers to them the devices of Satan, guards
them against the errors and heresies of the day. makes manifest the
snares of the world, and in all respects fulfils to them the offices of an
infallible prcphet: for He keeps them from resting upon any false
foundation, and enables them to build all their hopes of acceptance with
God upon the atonement made by the high

PRIEST of our profession Jesus Christ. This is His chief office. He
is our Prophet to teach us our guilty helpless state, and to bring us to
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rely up:m him to save us from it, by being our Priest. All we have
sinned, and have incurred the pains and penalties due to sin. We are all
justly liable to the sufferings and death, to the curse and to the separation
from God, threatened in His law to transgressors, and we have no means
in our own power to escape them. How full then of grace and love was
the heart of our blessed Immanuel, that He would vouchsafe to be a
priest to offer gifts and sacrifices for sin? His gifts were infinitely
precious-He gave Himself for us, the gift of His eternal God-head, the
~ift of His immaculate manhood, body and soul, in which He obeyed
perfectly, and so magnified the law, that it may be eternally honourable
in admitting those, who have sinned, into heaven-the gift of His pre
vailing prayer for all that shall believe in Him to the end of the world
and the gift of His body and soul to be once offered for sin, in the place
and in the stead of sinners, as it is written" .. He suffered once for sins
the just for the unjust that He might bring us unto God-He died for
our sins according to the scriptures-He was made a curse for us, that
He might redeem us from the curse of the law, and that we who some
times were afar off might be made nigh bv His blood, and might through
Him have access by one Spirit unto the Father." In these most precious
gifts, in this everlasting meritorious Sacrifice consists the office of our
divine Priest; and upon Him the believer rests. He is enabled up::m this
foundation to build all his hopes of acceptance. The great atonement
made by Jesus' obedience unto death is all his salvation, and all his
desire-all his salvation: for he looks nowhere else, but to Jesus and
Him crucified': he depends upon nothing else to save him from suffering
and death, from the curse of the law, and from being eternally separated
from God. And this is all his desire-to get a closer acquaintance, ana
more intimate communion with the crucified Jesus. This is his one study
and deIight-I have determined, says he, to know nothing but Jesus, by
Whom I have now received the atonement. God forbid that I should
~lory except in the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ. I would look upon
all other things as dross and dung. compared to the excellency of the
knowledge of that one offering by which He hath perfected' for ever them
that 2re sanctified. In this His priestly office, bleeding and dying for
me. He is bevond description. heyond conception, full of grace and truth;
and da{Iy He becomes more lovely in mine eyes. As I discover more of·
the exceeding sinfulness of my heart and life. my meritorious Priest
grows more dear to. me: I rest more safely on His atonement, satisfied
of its infinite sufficiency to bring me near to God. And finding my faith
and hopes established in it, and through it a free access to the Father,
Jesus the sacrificed Lamb of God becomes day by day more precious to
my heart. His blood and righteousness are the continual rejoicing cf my
soul. Oh! how happy am I in this my royal Priest: for now, even now
have I redemption in His blood, the foregiveness of sins-I am safe from
the destroying angel under the blood of sprinklinll. and I have also
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. Daily do I
experience more of the riches of His grace, comforting, strengthening,



18 The Cospel Magazine

and sanctifying me through faith in His most precious blood. Through
this He saves me from hell, through this He bestows upon me heaven, and
for this shall be my song of everlasting praise: Unto Him Who hath
thus exceedingly loved me, and hath washed me from my sins in His
Own blood, and hath made me, the vilest of sinners. a king and a priest
(amazing grace) unto God' and His Father; to Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. I

These are the breathings of the believing soul, now become well-
grounded upon the atonement, and living upon the priestly office of the •
Lord Jesus Christ, for peace and joy, and expecting to be established in
them oontinually by His power, which makes another of His offices
necessary: for some corruption or enemy, temptation or trouble, will
be always trying to draw the eye of faith from looking unto Jesus the
High Priest of our profession: and such is the believer's helplessness, that
he could not be fixed a moment, was not Jesus a Priest upon His throne,
almighty to make all His enemies His footstool, and to rule in and' over
His pecple as their

KING. In this relation He exceedingly end~ars Himself to them:'
for they are in themselves weak and helpless. They are without strength
to resist the least temptation, or to overcome the weakest enemy. They
cannot of themselves subdue one corruption, or get the victory o"er a
a single lust. Neither can they perform one act of spiritual life. They
cannot make nor keep themselves alive to God bv any power of their
own: for without Christ they can do nothing. Most mercifullv then is
His kingly office suited to their weakness. He is the great King over
all the earth, as God; but He has a peculiar rule in and over believers as
God-man, the Head of the body the church; to which He is connected
by as close and near a bond, as the members of the body are with the
head. He is the first in dignity, as the head is, and in all things has the
pre-eminence; and what the natural head is to its members, the same H-e
is to tqe members of His spiritual body: for He is the Head, from which
all the body, by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered, and
knit t:Jgether, increaseth with the increase of God. And for the minister
ing of proper nourishment and influence to His members, He has all
power in heaven and earth in His hand. He is the Lord God omnipotent,

. Whose kingdom ruleth over all. It is not an outward thing, like the
kingdoms of the world; but, says He, the kingdom of G:Jd is within you.
He sets it up within, in the hearts of His people. and there He sways the
sceptre of His grace, snbduing all the evils within, and conquering all
the enemies without, by His almighty arm. He takes them and theirs
under His royal protection, and manages all their matters for them, until
he brings them by His power unto eternal salvation. The power is His;
but by faith it becomes theirs. When they find themselves helpless and
without strength, then they look up to Him to make them strong in the
Lord, and by faith rest upon His promised strength, and thereby receive
whatever degree of it is needful at that time. Thus they live by faith
upon their almighty King, and they glorify Him by trusting in Him for
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strength. By daily experience they become more sensible of their weak
ness, and learn to live more out of themselves upon Him. They find the
safety, the comfort of this. They see it is far better for them to oe
dependent upon Christ, that His power may rest upon them, than that
they should be strong in themselves: and therefore they rejoice, they
take pleasure in their own weakness, because it illustrates and magnifies
the power of Christ. Who does all for them, and in them.

Hear one of these happy believ.ers thus describing his case: I was
caught up, says he, into the third heavens, into paradise, and I heard
there unspeakable words, which it is not possible for a man to utter; and
lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the
Revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger o~

Satan to buffet me. lest I should be exalted above measure; for this thing
I besought the Lord' thrice that He would take it away from me. And
He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee-My grace is sufficient
to sanctify this cross; and to support thee under it; it will be for My
glory and for thy good it should be continued: because My strength is
made perfect in weakness-The weaker thou art, the more will thy
strength be magnified in bearing thee up, until faith and patience have
their perfect work. This divine answer from my Lord and King satis
fied' me, and I have for fourteen years had sweet experience of the truth
of it. I am a witness to the all-sufficiency of Jesus' grace; but never have
I found so much of it, as when I have been the most helpless in myself;
and therefore most gladly will I glory in my infirmities and weaknesses,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me, that His power may be
continually glorified by my continually depending upon Him for it; and
that I may have fresh evidence of Christ's power working mightily in me.
Since the Lord is thus become my strength, I take pleasure in infirmities,
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake,
in whatever I suffer for Him and His cause: for when I am weak then
I am strong-weak in myself strong in the Lord; stronger in Him the
more sensible I am of my own weakness, and then strongest of all, when
finding I can do nothing, I live by faith upon Him to do all for me.
In this state of weakness and dependence I glory, I take perfect pleasure
in it; because it honours the kingly office of my Lord Christ, and makes
it plain to myself and others, that He keeps me every moment by His
mighty power: for since I can do nothing, the excellency of the power
which does all in me and by me, appears evidently to be of God, and not
of man.

Reader, is not this an happy case? Is not that man blessed whose
strength is in the Lord ,and who can say in faith, Surely in the Lord have
I strength? And what hinders thee from being as strong in the Lord as
Paul was? r'hou hast the same promises, the same God and Saviour to
fulfil them; and, for thy greater encouragement to live upon Him by
faith, for the fulfilling of them to thee, He has another office. in which
He condescends to be thy

ADVOCATE, freely to take thy cause in hand, and to see it carried in
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the court of heaven. In this character He would represent Himself, as
having undertaken to answer all charges against thee from whatever
quarter they come, and to obtain for thee every blessing promised in His
word, and for which thou appliest to Him by faith in the time of need.
In this amiable light He would have thee to consider Him as thy Days
man, to Whom being thy Saviour and thy Friend, thou mayest safely
refer thy cause, as the Mediator between God and man, Who will
transact all thy matters for thee with the Father, and as thy
Intercessor, Who appears in the presence of God for thee, that every
blessing of His salvation may be thine. Under these names the scripture
describes the advocateship of the Lord Christ, which office He sustains
for thy sake, to encourage thee to come with boldness to the thrcne of
His grace. Thou hast a Friend there, Who is bound by His word, and
also by His office, to see that thou want no manner of thing which is
good; and although all things seem to make against thee, and thou canst
find no human means of obtaining the promised good, which thou
wantest, then look up to the Lord Jesus. Thou wilt glorify Him at
such a time, if thou canst trust in His intercession, and if the workings of
thy faith be su.ch as these-

Although I am less than the least of God's mercies, a vile sinner, and
to this moment an unprofitable servant, deserving for my very best works
and duties to be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord; yet glory be to His infinite grace, I have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, and He is the Propitiation for
my sins. All the blessings which He has promised to give His dear
people, as their Saviour, their Prophet, Priest and King, He is my
Advocate with the Father to obtain for me. A righteous Advocate,
Who asks nothing but what He has a right to, and Who never asks in
vain. It hath pleased the Father, that all fulness should dwell in the
Head of the body, the church, and it pleaseth Him that the members
should, from the fulness of their Head, receive abundantly all the
influence they want; for the Father Himself loveth them and out of His
infinite love gave His Son to be their Head, that He might fill all in
all of them. What then may not I expect from such an Advocate
with such a Father? Already have I received so much that I know
Jesus appears in the presence of God for me. I can trust my cause in His
hands. He has taught me to leave all my matters to His management,
and I desire more simply to resign them up to Him. I find everything
goes on well which is left to His direction, and nothing miscarries but
what I undertake without Him. Oh for more faith! The Lord increase
it, that my precious Advocate may be more glorified by my trusting Him
more, and that He may have all the honour of conducting my affairs.
spiritual and temporal, in earth and heaven, in time and in eternity:
Even so be it Lord Jesus.



IT is unusual in these days to meet anyone who is actually begging, but
in the last century, when Mary Brown was living, beggars in the street
were a common sight. Mary was a young lady who had turned her back
on the life of idle comfort that she might have lived, and now spent much
of her time visiting the poor cottages around her, giving what help she
could. Her chief idea was to tell the people of the Lord Jesus, Who,
though He was rich, had become poor that He might be the Saviour of
sinners; but if she saw a need that her purse could supply, she was
always eager to meet it.

One day Mary was stopped in the road by a girl about thirteen, dirty
and bedraggled. .. Please, miss, spare me a copper! Mother's ill, and
father ain't got no work to do." Mary looked at the little beggar; the
child was quite unknown to her, and her face was unusual, with dark
eyes and hair, and a very brown skin. .. I won't give you anything
now," she said kindly, .. but I would like to come and see your mother.
Tell me where she lives?" .. Oh, it's too far away," said the girl;
.. you couldn't never find the way." .. Well, you show me," said
Mary; .. I'll come with you now." .. Oh, no, miss, you can't come,"
said the child; .. the road" s all deep in mud." Mary was surprised at'
the girl's hesitation, but she wanted to know how far her story was true,
so she pressed the matter till the child gave in at last. Leading Mary out
of the village, she presently struck away from the main road into a rough
hilly path, quite as inuddy as she had described. Every now :md then
the child would turn round and urge Mary not to come any further.
The path grew wilder and more lonely, and when it plunged into a dark
wood Mary did feel a little scared, and began to wonder whether she
ought to go on. But not liking to give in, she pressed on bravely, and
presently asked her guide how much further it was to her mother's
cottage... 'Tain't a cottage," said the child'. Mary wondered whatever
she meant! .. Where does your mother live, then? " she asked at length•
.. It's a tent," said the girl sullenly. At that moment the path emerged
on to a common. .. There' tis," said the girl, pointing to a poor, low
tent. Two ill-fed, neglected-looking donkeys were tethered near, and
some dirty children were playing round, talking what sounded like
gibbe~ish to Mary. The girl lifted the flap, and Mary went in.

The dark, dirty place was full of smoke from a turf fire, over which
a man was cowering. In the corner was some sort of bed, on which lay
a woman obviously ill, and a younger man was standing by.
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All were ~truck dumb at the unexpected sight of Mary. The gipsy
woman was the first to recover herself. She sat up, and said coaxingly,
.. Shall I tell you your fortune, pretty lady?" .. Shall I tell you
yours? " replied Mary. At this surprising answer the woman and both
the men just stared at Mary in perplexity. There was a pause, then the
woman motioned to the men to go away. They left the tent, and Mary
was alone with the gipsy woman. .. Shall I tell you your fortune? "
repeated Mary gently. The woman gazed at her, half-amused, half
puzzled. .. Yes, you can if you like," she said at last. Mary spoke
very gravely: .. Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him; for the
reward of his hands shall be given him." Startled and anxious, the sick
woman stared at Mary. She paused a moment. Then she went on,
.. Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him; for they shall
eat the fruit of their doings." The gipsy said not a word, but she con
tinued staring up at Mary, as if bewildered. Then she began to speak
to the poor woman, of Jesus, of His love and of His mercy, of His under
going the punishment deserved by the wicked, that His Own righteous
ness could be counted to them. As she told such lovely things about the
Lord Jesus, it ~eemed as if the gipsy's hard heart was breaking up, and
when Mary prayed, her tears and prayers were mingled with Mary's.

Nobody spoke to Mary when she left the tent and set out on her way
homewards over the difficult path. It was a long, lonely trudge; but
Mary was eager to see her friend again as soon as possible, and in a day
or two she found time for another expedition. As she came out at last
on to the lonely heath, she looked eagerly for the little encampment. It
was gone! She went up to the place where the tent had been and found
a black patch with some ashes where the fire was.

Like many true stories, this one remains unfinished; Mary never knew
what became of the poor wanderer. Her heart had seemed so truly
softened that Mary was full of hope about her. It may be in that short
interview that the living seed was planted in a heart prepared by the
Holy Spirit, and if so, it certainly brought forth the fruit of eternal life.
But we can be sure .that one of the two .. fortunes" foretold by Mary
came true of the gipsy. Either she met the woe so solemnly promised to
the wicked, or else the weal which is promised to the righteous. Let us
search and try our own hearts. Are we still at enmity with God?
.. There is none righteous, no, not one"; yet for those whom Jesus saves
there is no condemnation. For the Lord' has laid on Him their iniquities,
and upon them He has put the righteousness of Christ.

DAMARIS.

WHO HATH DONE THIS?

I ONCE saw, on a gravestone, and underneath the name of the departed,
the text, .. An enemy hath done this." Certainly it spoke the grief of
those who were bereft, and it witnessed to the natural aversion we all
have to leave '.' this mortal." Paul, it is true, said that to depart and to
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be with Christ was better than to remain here; but at times (and no
wonder) he felt the weariness and painfulness of the way, and the
opposition of the ruling powers, and he wished he might
be released from all the bonds of earth. Job also, in the
overwhelmings of his lot, longed for death as for a sympathetic
friend. Many a sick man has said, .. Oh that Thou wouldest
hide me in the grave." But" let my soul live and it shall praise Thee."
It was Hezekiah's plea, "The living, the living, he shall praise Thee ..
-and he wept to think that he was to be .. deprived of the residue" of
his years. Death did not then appear to him as a friend, nor did it to
the disciples of John when they took up his body and went and told
Jesus. But since the Lord died and rose again, where is the sting of
death, or where the triumph of the grave? How many of the saints have
breathed their latest breath in .. Victory" ?

"Who hath done this thing?" asked the men of Abiezer in the
morning when they saw the altar and the grove of their beloved Baal cut
down. Making enquiries, they found that Gideon was the man. They
had the wisdom that Solomon commends in Proverbs xx. 25, regarding
vows: make enquiry first and act afterwards. We are apt to assume
circumstances and find later that they are not quite according to fact.
Abraham .. reproved" Abimlech for violently taking away a well. The
innocent King of Gerar said, "I wot not who hath done this thing,
neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it until to-day." Then
all was well and they made a covenant.

.. They laid to my charge," David complained, .. things that I knew
not." He pondered Saul's hunting him, how he was always looking out
with suspicion and envy for some reason to justify his persecution.
Jonathan. his intercessor and friend, asked the unhappy sovereign and his
father, .. Why should he be slain, what hath he done? .. and his life was
spared. Not so the life of the Lord, in Whose sufferings long before
David had a share of wffering. Jesus stood before Pilate while His
enemies charged Him with things that He knew not. They thirsted for
His blood. .. Why, what evil hath He done? .. Pilate asked; but there
was no one to intercede for Him or to say" He did no sin, neither was
guile found in His mouth."

What hath He done? The redeemed in heaven are replying to the
question in everlasting hallelujahs. His poor followers on earth are
leaving undone the things they ought to do, and are doing the things they
ought not to do. But they know that there is salvation in Him. The
Lord reigneth. Even yet goodness and mercy come from His hand,
.. from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same." Blessed
are they who, knowing in their hearts that it is so through the Atonement,
have strong consolation and a good hope through the favour of the ever
lasting Father. "\Vhat wilt Thou that I should do for Thee? ..

FOLLOWER-ON.

•
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THE FINAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER

By THE REV. CYRIL CARTER.

ONE of the questions one is most frequently asked by thinking people is
about the final security of the true believer in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Before one gives a direct answer it is well to note that there are two
points en which the teaching of the Bible is very plain and distinct. One
is the fearful danger of the ungodly; the other is tne perfect safety of the
righteous. One is the happiness of those who are converted; the other
is the misery of those who are unconverted. It is of utmost importance
that these two paints should be constantly impressed on the minds of
professing Christians. The exceeding privileges of the children of God,
and the deadly peril of the children of the world, should be continually
set forth in the clearest colours. The difference between the man in
Christ and the man not in Christ can never be stated too strongly and
too fully.

Many are not aware what a vast store of comfortable truths the Bible
contains for the peculiar benefit of real Christians. There is a spiritual
treasure-house in the Word which many never enter and some eyes have
not so much <:.s seen. There you will see in glorious array the everlasting
choice of the Saints in Christ-the special love wherewith God loved
them before the foundation of the world, their salvation entirely of God's
free-grace, their mystical union with their risen Head in heaven, and His
consequent sympathy with them, their interest in the perpetual interest of
Jesus ther High Priest, their liberty of daily communion with the Father
and the Son, their full assurance of hope. These are some of the precious
truths laid up in Scripture for those who love God. They are truths
which some neglect through ignorance. Like the Spaniards in the days
when they possessed California, they know not the rich mines beneath
their feet, mines from which Americans have extracted untold wealth.
They are truths which some neglect through false humility: but they are
truths which God has given for our learning.

One approaches the subject with diffidence, knowing that it is one on
which holy men do not see alike. But God is my witness that in writing
these notes there is no desire to promote any cause but that of Scriptural
truth. May God the Holy Spirit guide both writer and reader into all
truth.

The Bible teaches that true believers, real, genuine Christians, shall
persevere to the end. They shall never perish, be lost or cast away.
Once in Christ they are always in Christ. Once made children of God
by adoption and grace, they shall never cease to be His children and
become children of the devil. Once endued with the grace of the Holy
Spirit, that grace shall never be taken from them. Once joined to Christ
by living faith, their union shall never be broken off. Every man,
woman, or child on earth that receives saving grace shall sooner or later
receive eternal glory. Every soul that is once justified and .... ashed in the
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precious blood of Christ shall be found safe at Christ's right hand in the
day of judgment.

This is, of course, truth with which the ungodly and hypocrites and
false professors have nothing to do. Except they repent they shall all
likewise perish. It belongs to the sheep of Christ who hear His voice
and follow Him-those who are "washed, and justified, and sanctified'
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of God" (I. Cor. vi.
11), who know the Lord Jesus by experience, and have faith, hope and
love-fmit-bearing branches of the vine, the wise virgins. the light of the
world, the salt of the earth, the heirs of the kingdom, the followers of
the Lamb-they have a broken and contrite heart and mind the things of
the Spirit, and bring forth the fruits of the Spirit.

The privilege belongs to the whole family of God-to the youngest as
well as the eldest, to the weakest as well as the strongest, to the babes in
grace as well as to the oldest pillars of the Church.. The least faith
shall as certainly continue indestructible as the greatest. The least spark
of grace shall prove as unquenchable as the most burning and shining
light. It is not on the quantity of a man's grace, but on the truth and
genuineness of it that the promise turns. A bronze farthing is as truly
a current coin of the realm as a £5 note, though it is not so valuable.
Wherever sin is truly repented of, and Christ is truly trusted, and holiness
is truly followed, there is a work which shall never be overthrown.

Although the Scriptures teach that believers persevere to the end, they
do not teach that they shall never fall into sin. They may fall sadly,
foully, and shamefully, to the scandal of the Faith, the injury of their
families, and their own deep and bitter sorrow. N oah fell into drunken
ness, Abraham twice lied by saying that Sarah was only his sister, Lot
dwelt in Sodom, J acob deceived his father Isaac, Moses spoke un
advisedly with his lips and was forbidden to enter the promised land,
David took a man's wife and murdered the man, Solomon lost his first
love and was led away by many strange women, Jehoshaphat made
affinity with Ahab, Hezekiah forgot God and hoasted of his riches,
Peter denied his Lord three times with an oath. The apostles all forsook
Christ in the garden, Paul and Barnabas had such a sharp contention
that they were obliged to part company. They are all proofs that men
of Gad may fall, but they do not fall to/all}), jinall}) and c.ompletel}),
Like the moon under eclipse, their light is for a season turned into dark
ness; but they are not rejected and cast away. Like the trees in winter,
they may show neither leaves nor fruit for a time; but the life is still in
their roots.

The Bible does not teach that the true Christian shall have no doubts
and fears about his own safety. The holiest men of God' are s6metimes
sorely troubled by anxieties about their own spiritual condition. They
see so much weakness in their own hearts, and find their practice comes
so short of their desires, that they are strongly tempted to doubt the truth
of their own grace, and to fancy they are but hypocrites. To be safe
is one thing: to feel sure that we are safe is another. Their faith is so
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weak, and their sense of sin so strong that they never feel confident of
their own interest in Christ. They could say with David, .. I shall ,one
day perish" (I. Sam. xxvii. 1), and with Job, .. Where is my hope? ..
(xvii. 15). John Bunyan knew well what he wrote when he told us
that Despondency and Much Afraid got safe to the Celestial City, as
well as Christian, and Valiant for Truth.

The security the believer has in Christ does not free him from the
necessity of using means of grace such as regular attendance at a place of
worship. The Apostle Paul had a special revelation from God before
his shipwreck, that he and all the ship's company should get safe to land.
Paul said to the soldiers, .. Except ye abide in the ship, ye cannot be
saved." He knew that the end was assured, but he believed that it was
an end to be reached by the use of certain means. The man who has
really been taught by the Holy Spirit will generally have a humble sense
of his own weakness, and be thankful for anything which can quicken
his conscience, and keep him on his guard.

This is also the doctrine of the Church of England, clearly stated in
Article 17 of the Thirty-nine Articles, and it was held by all the great
Reformers who were responsible for drawing up the Thirty-nine Articles,
which form the basis of faith of the Church of England, and the Book of
Common Prayer, as a truth of first importance.

The Bible is the only test by which the truth of every religious
doctrine can be tried. The words of Article 6 deserve to be written in
letters of gold. These are some of the Scriptures in the N ew Testament
which clearly bear on the subject: John x. 28, 29; Romans viii. 35-39;
I. John ii. 19; John v. 24; vi. 51; xiv. 19; xi. 26; Hebrews x. 14;
I. John ii. 17; Romans vi. 14; I. Cor. i. 8; I. Peter i. 5; Jude 1;
11. Tim. iv. 18; I. Thess. v. 23, 24; 11. Thess. iii. 3; I. Cor. x. 13;
Hebrews vi. 17 ,18; John vi. 30; II. Tim. ii. 19; Romans viii. 30;
I. Thess. v. 9; II. Thess. ii. 13; Romans ix. 23; xi. 29; Matt. xxiv.
24; Hebrews vii. 25; Jude 24; 11. Tim. i. 12; Luke xxii. 32; John
xvii. 11, IS, 24; Romans v. 10; John xiv. 17; Phi\. i. 6; I. John ii.
27; I. Peter i. 23; Hebrews xiii. 5. No comment on these passages is
necessary; they are but a few of the many Scriptures which bring out this
great truth. '

The attributes of God's character revealed in the Bible show how His
wisdom, unchangeableness, power, love and glory are all involved in the
security ,of His believing people. If they may finally perish, what
becomes of God's counsel about them in eternity, and His doings for
them in time?

The offices which our Lord Jesus Christ fills show what discredit is
thrown on His discharge of them, if any of His believing people can
finally be lost. What kind of Head would He be, if any of the members
of His mystical body could be torn from Him? What kind of Shepherd
would He be, if a single sheep of His flock was left behind in the
wilderness? What kind of Physician would He be, if any patient under

I
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His hands were finally found incurable? What kind of High Priest
would He be, if any name once written on His heart were found wanting
when He makes up His jewels? What kind of Husband would He be,
if He and any soul once united to Him by faith were ever put asunder?

There is not a single example in all Scripture of any true child of
God ever finally making shipwreck. We read of false prophets and
hypocrites, fruitless branches, stony-ground, and thorny-ground, hearers,
virgins without oil in their vessels, servants who bury their talents, of
Balaam, Lot's wife, Sau\, Judas Iscariot, Ananias and Sapphira, and see
their hollow characters; but there is not a single instance in the whole
Bible of anyone finally falling away who ever showed unquestionable
evidences of grace.

The truth of the final security of all true believers in Christ is
important because of the strong colour it throws on the whole statement
of the Gospel. The grand characteristic of the Gospel is, that it is glad
tidings. It is good news from a far country, alike unexpected and un
deserved. It is the glad tidings that there is a hope for us, lost, ruined,
and bankrupt as we are by nature-a hope of pardon, reconciliation with
God, and glory. It is the glad tidings that the foundation of this hope
is mighty, deep, and broad, that it is built on the atoning death and
gracious mediation of a Saviour. It is the glad tidings that this Saviour
is an actual, living person, Jesus the Son of God; able to save to the
uttermost those that come unto God by Him, and no less merciful,
compassionate, and ready to save than able. It is the glad tidings that
all who believe are at once justified and forgiven all things; their sins,
however many, are washed away; their souls, however unworthy, are
counted righteous before God. This is indeed good news; but what a
difference it would make in the sound of the Gospel if one went on to say
that after receiving all these mercies you might lose them entirely!! But
how happy we are to have the Scriptures which tell us that once made
alive by the grace of God we live for ever; we are kept by the power of
God and are more than conquerors through Him That loved us; the
eternal God is our refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms; and
that He will never leave us nor forsake us.

The truth is of great importance when we think of the influence it has
on those who appear to halt between two opinions. In every congrega
tion where the Gospel of God's grace is preached there are some whose
consciences are awakened, and whose minds are comparatively en~

lightened. They see the path they ought to take and hope one day to
take it. What is it that keeps them back? In many cases they are afraid
to begin to make a clearer profession lest they should by and by fail and
fall away. Nothing is more likely to give courage to these halting souls,
to hearten them for the voyage, to cheer their spirits, nerve their minds,
than the truth of the final security of the true child of God. However
great are the difficulties of Christ's service, there is grace and strength in
store to carry them triumphantly through all. Trials they may have, but
none that the Holy Spirit will not give them power to endure. T empta-



.. WE HAVE AN ALTAR"

THE altar of which the Apostle speaks is plainly that on which the Lord
offered His sacrifice; that is, the cross, viewed as the manifestation of
divine justice and holiness. That is our altar in the court of the Lord's
house: there God showed Himself reconciled; there the Son of God was

tions they will have, but none that the Holy Spirit shall not enable them
to resist.

The truth is of great importance because of the special influence it is
likely to have on the minds of true believeis. The number of true
believers is at all times very small. They are a little flock. But even
out of that flock there are few who can be called strong in faith, few
who know much of uninterrupted joy and peace in believing, few who
are not often cast down by doubts, anxieties and fears. There are many
things to try their faith. They have trials the world cannot understand.
They have within a heart weak, deceitful, and not to be trusted. They
are cold when thev would be warm, and backward when thev would be
forward. They have wifho'ut a world which doesn't love God's truth
and God's people, full of slander, ridicule and persecution. They have
near them a busy enemy who has been busy reading men's hearts since
the beginning, who never ceases to lay snares, who never slumbers nor
sleeps. They have the cares of life to attend to like other people, and
who can wonder that they are sometimes cast down? Who ought not
rather to marvel that any believers are saved? The best antidote against
these fears and anxieties is to tell them, from the Scriptures, that God
having begun a good work in them shall perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ and never allow it to be overthrown; that those Jesus loves He
loves to the end; that He will not allow the weakest lamb in His flock
to perish in the wilderness, or the tenderest flower in His garden to wither
and die. Daniel in the den of lions, the three children in the fiery
furnace, Paul in the shipwreck, Noah in the Ark; none of them was more
cared for and more secure than each believer in Christ is at the present
day. They are fenced, walled in, protected, guarded by the Almighty
power of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and cannot perish. It is not in
the power of things present, or things to come, or of men or devils, or of
cares within or troubles without, to separate one single child of God from
the love that is in Christ Jesus.

Let us set before our minds that the more safe we feel the more holy
we ought to be. The greater our debt, the greater should be our
gratitude. The more we see the riches of grace, the richer we should be
in good works. The Apostle Paul realised perfect safety in Christ and
laboured more abundantly for God's glory as if he could never do too
much. This is the effect such truth should have; and let us who find it
precious seek to adorn the doctrine by our lives that we may make it
beautiful to others.

I
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offered, and poured out His blood abundantly. Of this altar Christians
eat without reserve, receiving the crucified Christ. and having fellowship
with Him. On the other hand', they who served the tabernacle, that is,
they who attached themselves to the rites and ceremonies of the old
worship, when all was abrogated by Christ's atonement, preferring the
shadow to the substance, cOl.1ld not eat of the Christian's altar, and had
no right to it.-PROF. SMEATON on The Atonement, Vo!. 11., p. 414).

A SUB-POSTMASTER AND BIBLE READING

Dear Sir,-Please pardon the liberty I am taking in writing to you.
Taking up the Gospel Magazine for November, 1947, I was interested
in your Family Portion concerning the reading and meditation in the
Scriptures. I have had some trouble. and the command is, .. Call upon
Me in the d'ay of trouble: I wal deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
Me." I did call and He did deliver, and now His command is, .. Thou
shalt glorify Me." This is my earnest desire. .. This people have I
formed for Myself, they shall show forth My praise." "That we
should show forth the praises of Him Who hath called us out of darkness
into His marvellous light."

When a boy, we gathered round' the breakfast table at seven in the
morning with a Bible each (when old enough}-a family of ten. We
read the New Testament in the morning and the Old in the evening.
Father made a note when we began and the date when finished. In the
ten years of my youth, we had read the New Testament twenty times and
the Old' Testament ten times, every word.

Many days have passed since then. In my 47 years of married life
we have read each evening, but not in the morning. Five years ago I
had cataracts on both eyes, and, after an operation on the right eye, I
lost the sight of it, it turning septic. My other eye was very dim, but
I managed to get about, and make myself useful in many ways. God
provided me with a daughter to take over my sub-postmastership. In
August, 1946, my wife being seriously ill, my eye went quite blind, and'
I continued in darkness for eight months. My preci:JUs wife was called
Home the 10th of September, 1946. She used to read to me such a lot,
which I greatly missed. But now the goodness and mercy of my God
showed itself. All through that long severe winter, when I.sat alone
many hours each day, the knowledge of Scripture made me not only
content, but perhaps caused me to have the happiest period of my life.
My meditation of Him was indeed sweet. But I must not weary you,
and I am afraid the writing is so bad with my imperfect sight. An
operaticn this last April has restored the sight wonderfully, and when I
get some reading glasses I hope to see better. "0 magnify the Lord
with me and ret us exalt His name together."

Yours very sincerely,
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}l)rote6tant JJ5eacon.

MONTREAL OFFICIALLY DEDICATED TO

THE VIRGIN

THE following news report of the" triumphal entry" into the metropolis
of Canada of a four-foot statue of the Virgin Mary is translated from
Le Devoir, the leading Catholic Action paper of that city. If the name
of the city were changed, this report would read like the kind cf de
grading superstiticn that we have always connected with the backward
countries of Europe, such as Spain or Italy, or with the spiritual!y
darkened lands of Latin America. But this report is of an event that
took place in the largest city of Canada only a week ago. Read it and
see the depths to which Romanism in Canada has descended:

MAYOR HOUDE DEDICATES THE CITY TO THE
IMMACULATE HEART OF THE VIRGIN

... Long live the Queen of Canada!' That was the cry that rose .
from thousands of threats and hearts during the two days of the last
week-end....

.. The ceremony which was to have taken place there (the LaFontaine
Park) was transferred to the interior of the Church of the Immaculate
Conception. It was there that the Mayor of Montreal, Mr. Camillien
Houde, consecrated the metropolis to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
There also, Mgr. Henri Jeannotte, P.D., P.S.S., provincial superior of
the Gentlemen of St. Sulphice, welcomed the visitor, • the first and real
sovereign of Ville-Marie.' (Ville-Marie means Marystown, the eccle
siastical name for Montreal).

.. Standing in the choir of the church, Mr. Houde read the following
act of consecration:

.. Sweet and powerful sovereign, we, as the first magistrate of
Montreal, wish you the most cordial welcome in this city which has
already received your name, and of which you are the real founder
and at the same time the most august patron.

.. Make for yourself among us now innumerable knights devoted
to the expansion of your reign .

.. Thus Montreal will be more and more a city of Mary, eucharis
tic and mi~ionary.

.. Desirous of acquiescing to your requests, 0 Queen of the
Rosary, we consecrate to your Immaculate Heart, in an official way.
our city and all its citizens.

.-
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.. Accept this consecration and present it to the Sacred Heart of
your Divine Son in order to obtain for us in return the conversion of
great nations, formerly Christian, which are far from You."

.. Give us, 0 Mary, universal peace in justice and charity.
So let it be t "

Montreal is by no means entirely Roman Catholic. or French, never
theless all its citizens have been officially consecrated to the Virgin Mary,
who is crowned with the title" Queen of Canada." If the devotees of
Mary lay claim to that title, they make her an impostor. We know a
good many Protestant citizens of Montreal who will strongly resent Mr.
Camillien Houde consecrating them and their taxes to the four-foot idol
painted in gaudy colours that is being carted about the streets on top of
a gilded motor truck. But Mr. Houde is too busy seeking votes to heed
the rights or the wishes of thousands of citizens whose interests he is
supposed to protect.-W.S.W. (from The Gospel Witness and
Protestant A dvocate, Toronto, May 29th, 1947).

c. SO SHALL ALSO THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN
BE"

THE world will not be converted when Christ returns: it will be found
in the same condition that it was in the day of the Rood. When the Rood
(;ame. men were found .. eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage," absorbed in their worldly pursuits, and utterly regardless of
Noah's repeated warnings. They saw no likelihood of a Rood; they
would not believe there was any danger. But at last the Rood came
suddenly and took them all away. All that were not with Noah in the
ark were drowned. They were all swept away to their last account,
unpard:ned, unconverted, and unprepared to meet God. And our Lord
says, " So shall also the coming of the Son of Man be."

Let us mark this text, and store it up in our minds. There are many
strange opinions current on this subject, even among good men. Let us
not Ratter ourselves that the heathen will all be converted, and the earth
filled with the knowledge of God, before the Lord comes. Let us not
dream that the end of all things cannot be at hand, because there is yet
much wickedness both in the Church and in the world. Such views
receive a Rat contradiction in the passage now before us. The days of
Noah are the true type of the days when Christ shall return. Millions of
professing Christians will be found thoughtless, unbelieving, Godless,
Christless, worldly, and unfit to meet their Judge.-BIsHOP ]. C.
RYLE.
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EDITORIAL
RECEIVED by the Editor, with many thanks: Mr. F. Porter; Miss L.
Ormiston; Mrs. M. S. Crampton ; Miss M. Austen; Mrs. A. E. Carr; Dr.
L. M. Houghton; Miss Foster; Miss J. Alexander: Miss H. J. Thomas; Miss
A. Parkinson; Mr. John T. Shaw; Mr. E. M. Pert, Mrs. Burrage; Miss
Cowell; Miss Houghton.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From Tunbridge Tt'ells: "I have so enjoyed the spiritual articles in the
Gospel Magazine They have been such an inspiration to my own soul."

From Astley, Manchester: "The Magazine is a great comfort, especially
as we see how the glory is departed from the Churches. How can we expect
things to be better, with such a departure from God? His Own Word
declares, 'Them that honour Me, I will honour, and they that despise Me
shall be lightly esteemed.' "

From Norwich: "For many years we have enjoyed the Gospel messages
the Magazine contains. They are very needful in these days of sad
declension."

From Watford: "I would like to say that I appreciate the Magazine as
much as ever. It is always so full of the truths we love."
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