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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i., 4. 

THE LORD WILL NOT FORSAKE HIS PEOPLE 

<<For the Lord will not forsake His people for His great' name's sake: 
because it hath pleas.ed the Lord ta make you His p·eople." 
1 Samuel 12 : 22. 

ONE of the most precious truths of the Word of God is that the 
Lord God has an unchangeable love towards His people. H e loves 
them with an everlasting love. It has pleased Him to make them 
His people, and He will not forsake them for His great name's sake. 

Great Jehovah's love endureth, 
Then away with all complaints ! 

His unchanging love secureth 
Crowns of glory for the saints. 

May we all be ever learning 
How it shines in Christ the Lamb, 

Never knows a shade of turning, 
But in Him abides the same. 

This great truth yields heavenly pleasure 
To the feeble and the faint, 

Ever proves a solid treasure 
To the weak and weary saint. 

Father! help us now to ponder 
On Thy never-ceasing love; 

Fill us with transporting wonder 
While its boundless joy we prove. 

Richard Burnham, 1794. 
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The special occasion on which the words a For the Lord will not 
forsake His people, were used was when the prophet Samuel 
(1 Sam. 12: 22) was asserting the integrity of his own actions and 
was reminding the people of Israel of a all the righteous acts" 
which the Lord had done for them and for their fathers, how He 
had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, how He had led 
them into the land of Canaan, and had delivered them in the time 
of Gideon and on other occasions. Samuel terrified them by calling 
upon the Lord, Who sent a storm of thunder and rain at an unusual 
and unheard-of time. Then at their request he had prayed for them. 
Exhorting them to fear and serve the Lord, he encouraged them 
with the words: a For the Lord will not forsake His people for His 
great name's sake; because it hath pleased the Lord to make you His 
people" (verse 22). 

While the reference is to God's choice of Israel to be unto Him 
a special people, and while He has still promises to Israel as a nation 
which He will fulfil-see Romans, chapters 9 to 11-yet it is also 
true that "Old Testament promises may be applied to New Testa
ment saints." This is done in Hebrews 13 : 5, 6: "Let your con
versation be without covetousness; and be content with such things 
as ¥e have : for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I 
will not fear what man shall do unto me." This was a promise 
made to Jacob: "I will not leave thee, until I have done that which 
I have spoken to thee of" (Genesis 28: 15). It was also a promise 
given to the people of Israel before they entered Palestine : " Be 
strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them : for 
the Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with thee ; He will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee" (Deut. 31 : 6 and 8). It was a promise 
given to Joshua: "As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: 
I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee" (Joshua 1 : 5). It is a promise 
which belongs to all the children of God. 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 
He will not, He will not desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
Jehovah will never, no never forsake! (Keen). 

It has often been pointed out that, in Hebrews 13 : 5, there is in 
the original Greek a double negative, which stresses the impossibility 
of God's ever leaving, forsaking, abandoning His own. " For the 
Lord will not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His 
inheritance" (Psalm 94: 14). 

What are the grounds of this confident assertion? These are 
many as given in the Word of God. We select a few for the 
consideration of our readers. 
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1. Firstly, there is the love of God in the eternal election of His 
people. To the Thessalonians Paul wrote : "But we are bound to 
give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth " (2 Thess. 
2 : 13). To other bodies of Christians he wrote in similar terms. 
This truth of the eternal election of God's people is according to the 
Church of England statement (Article 17), " full of sweet, pleasant, 
and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and mch as feel in 
themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works 
of the flesh and their earthly members, and drawing up their mind 
to high and heavenly things, as well because it doth greatly establish ~ 
and confirm their faith of eternal salvation to be enjoyed through 
Christ, as because it doth fervently kindle their love towards God." 

Joseph Hart expressed this, when after contrasting the fickleness 
of human frames and feelings with the faithfulness of God, he 
wrote: 

But we build upon a base 
That nothing can remove, 

When we trust electing grace 
And everlasting love. 

Victory over all our foes 
Christ has purchased with His blood, 

Perseverance He bestows 
On every child of God. 

2. Secondly, we may consider the merit of the Redeemers blood. 
The Lord Jesus Christ came " to give His life a ransom for many " 
(Matthew 20: 28). He "laid down His life for His sheep" (John 
10: 11, 1+, 15). His was an effective, definite redemption. 

And will the righteous Judge of men 
Condemn me for that debt of sin, 

Which, Lord, was charged on Thee? 
(A.M. Toplady, 1775). 

Toplady's question was answered by him in the words: 

Payment God cannot twice demand, 
First at my bleeding Surety's hand, 

And then again at mine. 

May we, then, conclude with him: 
Turn then, my soul, into thy rest; 
The merits of Thy great High Priest 

Have bought thy liberty : 
Trust in His efficacious blood, 
Nor fear thy banishment from God, 

Since Jesus died for thee! 

.; 
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3. Thirdly, we have the Divine assurance that ''He which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ, (Phil. 1 : 6). " He is faithful Who has called you" (1 Thess. 
5: 24; 1 Cor. 1: 9). You are "sealed unto the day of redemption" 
(Eph. 1: 13; 4: 30). 

This does not mean that the child of God cannot fall. Peter 
was confident that, though all should deny J esus, yet he never would. 
Yet he fell. But the Lord Jesus had prayed for him that his faith 
would not fail, and he was brought through his sad trial, which 
caused him many bitter tears. So it is with the child of God. If 
he wanders and strays, God chastises him with faithfulness, loving 
faithfulness; and no chastisement for the present seems to be any
thing but grievous; yet afterwards it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness (Hebrews 12: 5-11). George Whitefield used to quote 
Dr. Maryat as saying, " God has a great dog to fetch His sheep 
back." 

There are many other considerations which we might advance, 
such as the Intercession of Christ for H is people, their Union with 
Him, the sureness of the Covenant of Grace, the Faithfulness of 
God. But let the above suffice. May the Divine assurance that 
". the Lord will not forsake His people for His great name's sake" , 
be, with God's blessing, a constant and abiding comfort and strength 
to each of God's people in the coming year, w.o.s. 

A FRIEND INDEED 

REA VEN seems so far from sin-stained men like ~e, 
And yet I long a sinless one to be; 
No power have I to wash away past sin, 
I crave and yearn THAT heaven to enter in. 

That I am good enough I dare not plead ; 
ONE, only One, supplies the sinner's need; 
'Tis CHRIST Who died, the sinner's dearest Friend; 
On CHRIST my every, only hopes depend. 

Oh, dearest Lord, I pray remember me; 
I, in my weakness, would forgiven be; 
And, clothed with strength by Thine almighty power, 
Would praise Thee here, and serve Thee hour by hour. 

And, when in heaven I meet Thee face to face, 
I'll love THEE, thank TnEE, for Thy saving grace; 
I'll take my place amid the white-robed throng, 
Where love shall lend its beauty to my song. T.J.B. 
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map~tne ~ott~ 

WHY WERE OUR REFORMERS BURNED? 

Bv THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D. 

(Second Instalment) 

'THE question may now arise in our minds, Who were the leading 
English R eformers that were burned? What were their names, and 

-what were the circumstances attending their deaths? These are 
questions which may very properly be asked, and questions to which 
I proceed at once to give an answer. 

In this part of my paper I am very sensible that I shall seem to 
many to go over old ground. But I am bold to say that it is ground 
which ought often to be gone over. I, for one, want the names of 
our martyred R eformers to be " household words " in every Pro
testant family throughout the land. I shall, therefore, make no 
apology for giving the names of the nine principal English martyrs 
in the chronological order of their deaths, and for supplying you 
with a few facts about each of them. Never, I believe, since Christ 
left the world, did Christian men ever meet a cruel death with 
such glorious faith, and hope, and patience, as these Marian martyrs. 
Never did dying men leave behind them such a rich store of noble 
sayings, sayings which deserve to be written in golden letters in 
our histories, and handed ' down to our children's children. 

joHN ROGERS (February 4th) 

(1) The first leading English Reformer who broke the ice and 
crossed the river, as a martyr in Mary's reign, was fohn Rogers, 
a London Minister, Vicar of St. Sepulchre's, and Prebendary and 
Reader of Divinity at St. Paul's. He was burned in · Smithfield on 
Monday, the 4th of February, 1555. 

Rogers was born at Deritend, ;n the parish of Aston, near 
Birmingham. H e was a man who, in one respect, had done more 
for the cause of Protestantism than any of his fellow-sufferers. In 
saying this I refer to the fact that he had assisted Tyndale and 
Coverdale in bringing out a most important version of the English 
Bible, a version commonly known as Matthews' Bible. Indeed, he 
was condemned as "Rogers, alias Matthews." This circumstance, 
in all human probability, made him a marked man, and was one 
cause why he was the first who was brought to the stake. 

Rogers' examination before Gardiner gives us the idea of his 
being a bold, thorough Protestant, who had fully made up his mind 
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on all points of the Romish controversy, and was able to give a 
reason for his opinions. At any rate, he seems to have silenced and 
abashed his examiners even more than most of the martyrs did. 
But arguments, of course, went for nothing. "Woe to the con
quered ! " If he had the word, his enemies had the sword.* 

On the morning of his martyrdom he was roused hastily in his 
cell in Newgate, and hardly allowed time to dress himself. He was 
then led forth to Smithfield on foot, within sight of the Church of 
St. Sepulchre, where he had preached, and through the streets of 
the parish where he had done the work of a pastor. By the wayside 
!)toad his wife and ten children (one a baby) whom the diabolical 
cruelty of Bishop Bonner had flatly refused him leave to see in 
prison. He just saw them, but was hardly allowed to stQp, and 
then walked on calmly to the stake, repeating the 51st Psalm. 

An immense crowd lined the street, and filled every available 
spot in Smithfield. Up to that day men could not tell how English 
Reformers would behave in the face of death, and could hardly 
believe that Prebendaries and Dignitaries would actually give their 
bodies to be burned for their religion. But when they saw John 
Rogers, the first martyr, walking steadily and unflinchingly into a 
fiery grave, the enthusiasm of the crowd knew no bounds. They 
rent the air with thunders of applause. Even Noailles, the French 
Ambassador, wrote home a description of the scene, and said that 
Rogers went to death " as if he was walking to his wedding." By 
God's great mercy he died with comparative ease. And so the first 
Marian martyr passed away. 

BISHOP JoHN HooPER (February 9th). 

(2) The second leading Reformer who died for Christ's truth in 
Mary's reign was fo,hn Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester. He was 
burned at Gloucester on the 9th of February, 1555. 

Hooper was a Somersetshire man by birth. In many respects he 
was, perhaps, the noblest martyr of them all. Of all Edward the 
Sixth's bishops, none has left behind him a higher reputation for 
personal holiness, and diligent r.reaching and working in his diocese. 
None, judging from his literary remains, had clearer and more 
Scriptural views on all points in theology. Some might say that 
Edward the Sixth's Bishop of Gloucester was too Calvinistic; but 
he was not more so than the Thirty-nine Articles. Hooper was a 
far sighted man and saw the danger of leaving nest-eggs for 

* Rogers' prophetica.l words in prison, addressed to Day, printer of Fox's: 
"Acts and Monuments," are well worth quoting: "Thou shalt live to see 
the alteration of this religion, and the Gospel freely preached again. There
fore, have me commended to my brethren, as well in exile as here, and bid 
them be circumspect in displacing the Papists and putting good ministers into 
Churches, or else their end will be worse than ours."~Fox, iii. p. 309. 
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Romanism in the Church of England. In his famous dispute with 
Cranmer and the other bishops about wearing Romish vestments at 
his consecration, it has been, I know, the fashion to condemn him 
as too stiff and unbending. I say boldly that the subsequent history 
of our Church makes it doubtful whether we ought not to reverse 
our verdict. The plain truth is, that in principle Hooper was right, 
and his opponents were wrong. 

A man like Hooper, firm, stern, not naturally genial, unbending 
and unsparing in his denunciation of sin, was sure to have many 
enemies. H e was one of the first marked for ·destruction as soon 
as Popery was restored. He was summoned to London at a very 
early stage of the Marian persecution, and, after lingering eighteen 
months in prison, and going through the form of examination by 
Bonner, Gardiner, Tunstall, and Day, was degraded from his office, 
and sentenced to be burned as a heretic. 

At first it was fully expected that he would suffer in Smithfield 
with Rogers. This plan, for some unknown reason, was given up, 
and to his great satisfaction Hooper was sent down to Gloucester, 
and burnt in his own diocese, and in sight of his own cathedral. 
On his arrival there, he was received with · every sign of sorrow and 
respect by a vast multitude, who went out on the Cirencester Road 
to meet him, and was lodged for the night in the house of a Mr. 
Ingram, which is still standing, and probably not much altered. 

There Sir Anthony Kingston, whom the good Bishop had been 
the means of converting from a sinful life, entreated him, with many 
tears, to spare himself, and urged him to remember that "Life was 
sweet, and death was bitter." To this the noble martyr returned 
this memorable reply, that" Eternal life was more sweet, and eternal 
death was more bitter." 

On the morning of his martyrdom he was led forth, walking, to 
the place of execution, where an immense crowd awaited him. It 
was market-day; and it was reckoned that nearly 7000 people were 
present. The stake was planted directly in front of the western gate 
of the Cathedral-close, and within 100 yards of the deanery and 
the east front of the Cathedral. The exact spot is marked now 
by a beautiful memorial at the east end of the churchyard of St. 
Mary-de-Lode. The window over the gate, where Popish friars 
watched the Bishop's dying agonies, stands unaltered to this day. 

When Hooper arrived at this spot, he was allowed to pray, though 
strictly forbidden to speak to . the people. And there he knelt down, 
and prayed a prayer which has been preserved and recorded by 
Fox, and is of exquisitely touching r:;haracter. Even then a box was 
put before him containing a full pardon, if he would only recant. 
His only answer was, "Away with it; if you love my soul, away 
with it! " · · · 
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He was then fastened to the stake by an iron round his waist, and 
fought his last fight with the king or terrors. Of all the martyrs, 
none perhaps, except Ridley, suffered more than Hooper did. Three 
times the faggots had to be lighted, because they would not burn 
properly. Three quarters of an hour the noble sufferer endured the 
mortal agony, as Fox says, "neither moving backward, forward, or 
to any side," but only praying, "Lord Jesus, have mercy on me ; 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit;" and beating his breast with one 
hand till it was burned to a stump. And so the good Bishop of 
Gloucester passed away. 

DR. RowLAND TAYLOR (February 9th). 

(3)' The third leading Reformer who suffered in Mary's re1gn 
was Rowland Taylor> Rector of Hadleigh, in Suffolk. He was 
burned on Aldham Common, close to his own parish, the same day 
that Hooper died at Gloucester, on the 9th February, 1555. 

Rowland Taylor is one of whom we know little, except that he 
was a great friend of Cranmer, and a doctor of divinity and canon 
law. But that he was a man of high standing among the Reformers 
is evident, from his being ranked by his enemies with Hooper, Rogers 
and Bradford; and that he was an exceedingly able and ready divine 
is clear from his examination, recorded by Fox. Indeed, there is 
hardly any of the sufferers about whom the old Martyrologist has 
gathered together so many touching and striking things. One might 
think he was a personal friend. 

Striking was the reply which he made to his friends at Hadleigh, 
who urged him to flee, as he might have done, when he was first 
summoned to appear in London before Gardiner:-

" What will ye have me to do? I am old, and have already lived 
too long to see these terrible and most wicked ways. Fly you, and 
do as your conscience leadeth you. I am fully determined with 
God's grace, to go to this Bishop, and tell him to his beard that he 
doth naught. I believe God that I shall never be able to do for my 
God such good service as I may do now."-Fox>s "Acts and Monu
ments," vol. iii. p. 138. 

Striking were the replies which he made to Gardiner and his 
other examiners. None spoke more pithily, weightily, and power
fully than did this Suffolk incumbent. 

Striking and deeply affecting was his last testament and legacy 
of advice to his wife, his family, and parishioners, though far too 
long to be inserted here, excepting the last sentence:-

"For God's sake beware of Popery: for though it appear to have 
in it unity, yet the same is vanity and Antichristianity, and not in 
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Christ's faith and verity."-Fox's "Acts and Monuments," vol. m. 
p. 144. . 

H e was sent down from London to Hadleigh, to his great delight, 
to be burned before the eyes of his parishioners. When he got 
within two miles of Hadleigh, the Sheriff of Suffolk asked him how 
he felt. " God be praised, Master Sheriff," was his reply, " never 
better. For now I am almost at home. I lack but just two stiles 
to go over, and I am even at my Father's house." 

As he rode through the streets of the little town of Hadleigh, he 
found them lined with crowds of his parishioners, who had heard of 
his approach, and came out of their houses to greet him with 
many tears and lamentations. To them he only made one constant 
address, "I have preached to you God's \\lord and truth, and am 
come this day to seal it with my blood." 

On coming to Aldham Common, where he was to suffer, they told 
him where he was. Then said he : "Thank God, I atn even at 
home." 

When he was stripped to his shirt and ready for the stake, he 
said, with a loud voice : 

" Good people, I have taught you nothing but God's Holy 
Word, and those lessons that I have taken out of the Bible ; 
and I am come hither to seal it with my blood." 

He would probably have said more, but, like all the other martyrs, 
he was strictly forbidden to speak, and even now was struck violently 
on the head for saying these few words. He then knelt down and 
prayed, a poor woman of the parish insisting, in spite of every effort 
to prevent her, in kneeling down with him. After this, he was 
chained to the stake, and repeating the 51st Psalm, and crying to 
God, " Merciful Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, receive my soul into 
Thy hands," stood quietly amidst the flames without crying or 
moving, till one of the guards dashed out his brains with a halberd. 
And so this good old Suffolk incumbent passed away. 

(To be continued). 

WE may be in the possession of the purest and most perfect of 
religious ordinances, even those which were ordained by Christ 
Himself,-we may . have our magnificent churches, in which are 
performed sacred rites, accompanied with a gorgeous ceremonialism, 
-we may have the sweetest music and the most attractive of 
services,-we may have the privilege of hearing the most learned 
and eloquent of Christian divines, and our senses may be taken 
captive thereby; but unless there is a going forth in spirit and in 
truth unto Him Who is the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and 
the Ending, the First and the Last, all these ~hings are but sounding 
bras-s andtinkling cymbals. -Rev. JamesBattersby, 1887. 
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ON READING THE BIBLE 

LETTER oF THE REv. WILLIAM RoMAINE 

Mv DEAR FRIEND>-! have good news to tell you from a far country, 
as refreshing as cold water to a thirsty soul. God has spared me to 
read over my Bible once more. 0 what a treasure-what unsearch
able riches are there in this golden mine ! I never dug deeper, nor 
found more precious jewels than upon this last perusal. 

You know it is my constant custom, as soon as St. Dunstan's 
lectures are over, to begin the Bible, and without stopping or inter
ruption, to go on from Genesis to the end of the Revelation. This 
exercise is always begun with prayer, and carried on with a settled 
dependence on the Spirit of prayer; and I am always wishing- to 
ascribe all the profit (and it has been very, very great) to the praise 
of the glory of His grace. 

At present, I am not reading my Bible in order to find out some 
new truth, but to be established in what I do know, and to attain 
more confirmation of it. This I would chiefly seek for, that I may 
get growing experience of the wisdom of God, and of the power 
of God in His Word, and may thereby enjoy the blessing of His love 
promised in it. · 

With this view, I send you some of my observations on the 
reading of the Bible in the year 1783. I am happy in believing that 
your heart harmonizes with me in them. 

(1) One of the first things to be noticed and expected is the 
actual fulfilling of the promises to this day-namely> that the Holy 
Spirit is still in the Word : H e works in it, and by it. He makes it 
at present, as much as He ever did, the great ordinance of Goq, unto 
salvation, as you may observe in Isa. 59: 20, 21; hence it is called the 
ministration of the Spirit, because in it He holds forth Jesus Christ to 
be the Almighty Saviour: and whomsoever He calls by it to come 
to the Saviour, He makes His call to them effectual. They receive 
the Spirit by the hearing of the Word, as GaL 3 : 2. 

This, my good friend, is what you and I should above all things 
seek. We should be always praying for the Spirit to accompany 
His own Word. It is our duty to hear and read; but we should 
always do it with the fixed dependence of our hearts upon His 
divine teaching; without which, the Word itself will prof1t us 
nothing, as we read Heb. 4 : 2 : " The word preached did not profit 
them, nqt being mix,ed with faith in them who heard it." May the 
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good Spirit keep us in the use of means, but entirely dependent 
upon Him in the use of them ! Thanks be to Him that in this 
frame of mind I have once more gone through His Word, settled 
and grounded more steadfastly than ever before; that the Word of 
God can be made useful to me only by the Spirit of God. 

(2) The next thing that engaged my attention was the divine 
and infallible truth of the Holy Scriptures, of which I have been 
convil!ced with all the riches of the full assurance of understanding. 
Our Lord said in His last prayer: " Father, Thy word is truth." 
And I say the same. I have set my seal to it on this last reading: 
every line, every word, is according to the mind of the infinitely 
wise God. It is His revealed will; and it discovers to us objects in 
God's light, as He sees them; wh€reby the Holy Spirit reveals us in 
true knowledge after the image of Him that created us : He brings 
our understanding to submit to be informed by His unerring Word. 
\Vhatev~r it reveals of Jehovah, of the Three Persons in Jehovah, 

· of the God-man, of His salvation, and of the way of receiving the 
benefit of it in time and in eternity; He has made me willing to 
live in entire subjection to its teaching. My constant inquiry is: 
What it reveals. Not, why? I study to know it, not as a meta
physician, but as a Christian. I seek, not so much to comprehend 
it, as to believe it. Nothing appears tq me more reasonable than 
thilt my reason should submit to God's reason; and therefore I am 
kept praying for Divine grace, to make His Word, like the light of 
the sun, clear in my head, and fruitful in my heart. v/ 

My dear friend, let me recommend to you this method of reading
your Bible. Ever take it up as the oracles of God-the infallible 
standard of truth. The abiding persuasion of this will save you a 
great deal of trouble, and will bring you in · vast profit. You will 
not have much occasion to consult authors, or to spend your time 
in perusing many books. If you take up your Bible with a settled 
conviction that it is the truth of God, and that it has the stamp of 
Divine authority, this will be the means of your understanding more 
of the Scriptures than all the comments in the. world .could give you : 
because your mind, having received the impression of Divine truth, 
is now disposed to receive the impression of Divine power; which is 
another matchless excellency of the Word of God. 

(3) The Spirit of God still works in it and by it; as in the first 
creation, so. in the new creation, He does all by His aJmighty fiat. 

'- He speaks, and it is done; He . commands, and ·is obeyed. His is a 
creating Word; He calls, and the dead hear. It is a life-giving 
Word. He follows the call, and the quickening sinner believes
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God; and · this . 
faitp is as great a demonstrat£on of Divtne power, as raising Christ 
from~ the dead was; as you may see (Eph. 1: 19, 20). Then He 
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puts His Word into the inward parts, and the believer is enabled to 
feed upon it, and to be nourished thereby, even up unto life ever
lasting, so that he often says to his Lord: "Jesus, to whom should 
I go? Thou only hast the words of eternal life." 

This divine efficacy of the Scriptures, is the principal thing by 
which God magnifies His Word above all His name. He has made 
it His ordinance, like the fixed laws of nature-by which He still 
keeps up intercourse and communion between Himself and His 
people, and gives them to see and to en joy His perfections. His 
Spirit makes it effectual to begin and to carry on fellowship with 
the Father and the Son. And thus He is daily magnifying it, by 
realising the promises, and putting believers into possession of the 
graces and blessings promised in it. So that it is to this hour, the 
mighty power of God, as truly as when He spake the world into 
being; as effectual as when He said, "Lazarus, come forth." 

My dear friend, may you and I feel it more, still more : may 
we live happy partakers of its influence; and whenever we hear it, 
read it, or meditate upon it, may we get fresh experience of the 
power of God in His Word; which will bring us another blessing 
peculiar to the Scriptures : by acknowledging them to be the truth 

. 1 of God, and finding them to be the power of God, we shall come 
to experience their divine sweetness. 

j 

(4) It is by continual dependence on the teaching of the Spirit 
in and by the Word, and by mixing faith with it, that we come to find 
its value, and to taste its pleasures; for it then opens a new world to 
us, a spiritual and eternal world-it reveals to us the God of that 
world-our Father loving us in His Son. It makes known the Son's 
wonderful person, and His heavenly work in salvation, with all the 
blessings of it, which faith brings into present enjoyn1ent. 

The believer is made alive to them, and then has his spiritual 
senses exercised upon them; and each sense has its proper object 
and its particular delight, as we read : 0 come, taste and see how 
gracious the Lord is-hear His voice, for it is sweet-smell the good 
odour of His perfume, for His name is as ointment poured forth
come and handle the Word of God. What a paradise is here ! as 
real, but more blessed than Adam's. 

Believe me, sir, I know you do. In my last reading, God has 
thus blessed me; what the Word reports, the Spirit has realised. 
In the way of believing the promises, I have found the fulfilling of 
them. I speak for God, and His glorious Word. Away self. The 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, does by it, at this day, make good His 
name and His office : he shall take of mine, says Jesus, and shall 
show it (manifest it) unto you; the spiritual world, all the graces, 
all the glories of it-He will-not only manifest them to you clearly, 
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but He will also enable you to believe them with a pleasing earnest, 
and to enjoy them with many a sweet foretaste of the glory that is 
to be revealed. 

(5) There is a very delightful account of this in the 19th Psalm. 
What if I should set my seal to it, and say that I know what is spoken 
in the first part concerning the light of the spiritual world-Would 
not you allow me, sir, to be a competent judge of both? 

And when the same prophet adds: "0 what lo1ve have I unto Thy 
law! I rejoice in it as one that findeth great spoil ! yea, it is dearer 
to me than thousands of gold and silver" : blessed be God, I find 
it so. Indeed, upon every reading of the Bible, it grows more 
precious to me, as it did to David : because it is not only the dis
covery, but it is become also the conveyance of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ: these are revealed in the Word, and applied by 

- the Word. 
/ Faith is the lawful key which opens the infinite treasury, and 

hears the proclamation of grace : " 0 ye that are seeking durable 
riches-these, all these are yours. Come, take all your want-use 
all you wish-you cannot do the free Giver a greater favour than to 
enrich yourselves daily out of His boundless store. Read His pro
mises, how exceeding great, how exceeding precious they are : read 

J His faithfulness to them. Only trust, take, use-all that is in the 
promises shall be yours in time, yea, yours in eternity." This pro
clamation of grace I have heard. I believe it. Blessed be a promise-
keeping God, I enjoy it. And I can assure you, sir, there is more to 
be had out of Christ's fulness, than any one upon earth has yet 
enjoyed. For He not only giveth fresh grace, but also more grace. 

I have never been more thoroughly convinced of this, than upon 
my last reading. God has humbled me, and has made me fe el more 

I of mine own poverty, and has thereby led me to live more upon 
• Christ's everlasting treasury. You do not suspect me of boasting : 

Oh no. I would glorify the Word and work of the Almighty. A 
beggar would not be reckoned proud for saying, " When I was just 
starving, I met with a charitable person, who not only fed me, but 
also feasted me : and then most generously provided for me all the 
rest of my days." Should not such a one acknowledge his benefactor, 
and bless him. So do I. Thanks be to Him who realised to me 
His Word-who opened mine eyes to see wondrous things out of 

JHis law-who often made me to look up and say, 0 haw sweet are 
Thy words unto my taste; yea, sweeter than honey unto my 
mouth." Blessed be God for His good Word: it is really manna; 
it is angeis' food; it comes from Heaven; it tastes of Heaven. 

(6) When I sat down to write, I little thought my pen would 
run so fast, or that it would hold out so long. Will you excuse this 
long scribble? You will. I am writing to a friend who knows that 
I have still much more to say of my last reading. I bespeak your 
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/ candour, while I am mentioning one thing more; and that is, the 
·./ great end and design of the Scriptures, which is to conform us to it. 

This is the completing work of God, the Spirit by His Word; all 
the rest were, to lead to this. When the Word is understood, and 

I• believed, and lived upon, then He makes it the means of conforming 
the whole man to it. The believer is cast into the mould of it; he 
takes the impression-every feature. It is so assimilating, every tint 
is to be seen upon him. He lives the Word; it is to be read in 
his loo~s, visible in his walk, manifest in his tempers. See him, 
study him; he is the lively picture of a Bible-Christian: let your 
conversation be as becometh the Gospel of Christ. By this rule he 

'
1 orders it: he seeks to be a pattern of the truth as ~tis in Jesus, and 

docs not seek in vain. The Spirit by faith makes Jesus very precious. 
The heart loves Him, loves to be like Him; much fellowship with 
Him endears Him more to the heart, and it becomes true liberty. 
It is real happiness to have constant communion with Him, espe
cially to feel the influence of His cross and the power of His 
resurrection. 

My much beloved, may this be your experience. Outstrip me as 
. far as you can : may your sentiments, your affections, your life 

v 1 and conduct, all of them be conformed to the rule of God's Word. 
I shall pray for it, for you and for yours, that you may live by 
Gospel motives, and do all to Gospel ends. And may the Bible be 
made good, and fulfilled to you in earth and in heaven ! 

I stop, but not because my subject is exhausted. I have daily 
fresh matter of praise. Still I am reading and admiring. New 
beauties spring up. Yearly, daily, I shall have praises to give for 
this most blessed book; and if I live to walk with you on Heckfield 
Heath, I may continue the subject. May your Lord and mine open 
your understandings, that we may understand the Scriptures ! 
Southampton, October 14th, 1783. w. R. 

CHRIST is the Representative of all His people, hence, what He has 
done, they have done. His Righteousness is their Righteousness. 
The believers in Jesus are fully and eternally justified in Him. The 
Substitute has met all legal claims against them. His obedience to 
the law in life has justified them, and His sufferings in death have 
satisfied Divine justice for them. And now they are free, for they 
are redeemed from all their sins, they are justified in the Name of 
the Lord Jesus, and they are sanctified by the Spirit of our God. 
All the legal fulness of holy obedience, and all the legal fulness of 
meritorious sufferings, are found in Christ Jesus our most gracious 
Lord and Saviour. The active and passive obedience of my glorious 
Substitute, is my only justifying plea before Him Who is both a just 
God and a Saviour. And so, taught the old Divines. Would to God 
their example was more fully followed at the present day ! 

-Rev. James Battersby, 1887. 
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fi\ermon!\' ann ~otes of ~ermons. 
" PUT THAT ON MINE ACCOUNT" 

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH) BRISTOL) BY 

THE LATE REV. ]AMES ORMISTON) RECTOR. 

"If thou count me therefore a partner) receive him as myself. If he 
hath wronged thee) or oweth thee ought) pwt that on mine 
account : I Paul have written it with mine own hand) I will 
repay it.JJ-Philemon 17, 18, 19. 

THREE persons are involved in this Scripture, dear friends. First, we 
have the apostle PAULJ he is the inspired writer of the letter, who 
was at that time a prisoner at Rome. Then there was PHILEMON) 
a disciple of Christ, apparently an eminent and fruitful disciple of 
Christ, residing at Colossae or Laodicea. Then, thirdly, there was 
ONESIMUS, a runaway bondservant of Philemon's. In the purposes 
of God that fugitive slave made his way to Rome. He was led 
thither in the purposes of God. 

Paul, though a prisoner, was granted a certain measure of privi
leges and amongst them he was allowed to receive those who waited 
on him to hear the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth, 
for he continued his ministry to such as voluntarily sought him out 
in Rome. He continued his Gospel ministry to one and another, 
possibly not to large congregations, but in individual cases, he dealt 
with their hearts directly. The truths of God he unfolded to them 
as they were disposed by the grace of God to hear them; and to 
receive them, and amongst -his hearers was this fugitive slave, 
Onesimus. 

How his feet were guided to the Apostle we know not. The 
Holy Ghost has not yet informed us; but we shall know, along with 
all other things that we know not that are profitable to be known 
we shall know hereafter. Meanwhile, we wonder at the ways of 
God in taking this poor, probably Greek pagan into His Hands 
and purposing great things in grace for him. 

AN EAR TO HEAR 

He gave heed evidently to the things he heard. That comes of 
the grace of God that we have, any of us, an ear to hear the 
Voice of God speaking through His appointed servants. How much 
value we, therefore, ought to put upon our hearing, that it is the 
gzft of God to us, that it is not mere natural hearing, that it is a 
spiritual hearkening to what God the Lord will speak, for He 
speaketh peace to His saints. That is all the nature of all His 
speaking to them. 



16 The Gospel Magazine 

So He guided in His own marvellous, inscrutable way the feet of 
this fugitive slave to where Paul was. He heard him speak, went 
again and again and again, and hearkened, realising how much he 
had received. Yet there was more to come. Where the Lord gives 
grace in the smallest measure it is a pledge and an ante-past of good 
things to come. Therefore let us value the gift of an ear that hears, 
that tries what it hears, puts to the test of the Word that which it 
hears and receives. Having proved this thing and that thing true
God's truth-it cleaves to it, hides it in the heart, and dwells on it 
there by habitual meditation that its profiting may appear unto all. 
Thus this man and Paul were brought together in the purposes of 
God's grace and goodness. He learnt at Paul's lips the way of 
salvation, the way of escape from the wrath to come. H e learnt to 
worship Jesus, and to find all his salvation in the Saviour Himself. 

Are we all learning in this way? Are we all following on to 
know the Lord? Are we making some little progress day by day in 
our knowledge of God's rich grace and abounding love i:g Christ? 

Paul writes this letter to Philemon, the master of Onesimus, and 
sends it by his hand to his master. This I trace as one of the fruits 
of true repentance on the part of Onesimus. He realised the great
ness of the sin, and he had learnt, in the power of it, the way of 
truth, and so he sought to return to his master, and confess it all, 
and submit himself to his master's will. 

A P OWERFUL PLEA 

But Paul provided him here with a very powerful appeal to the 
goodness and mercy and fai thfulness of Philemon. Very beautiful 
this letter is. It is brief, only one chapter of twenty-five verses; 
but it contains some of the deepest things of God's deep things, 
and we do well to give heed to its instruction and to trace the truth 
in all is ramifications throughout this brief Episle. Very touching, 
very plaintive is the appeal Paul makes to his beloved Philemon; 
for Philemon was a very, very dear saint of God to the heart of the 
Apostle Paul. He puts it in the 17th verse : «If thou count me 
therefore a partner "-a fellow believer, what humility is this on 
the part of the Apostle. 

" If thou count me a partner," one who has fellowship with thee 
in the things of God, in the interests of His cause and Kingdom. 
The whole Church of God are together partners in the things of 
God. All have an equal right; none by nature has any; but all have 
an equal right to a full Christ. A, full Christ is a Christ, the fulness 
of God ; and Christ is the common portion of His people, they are 
partakers together of Him. They partake in various measures, 
because they are variously de greed; they are variously taught. Those 
who have been taught mose blessedly and fully will receive, I pre
sume, out of the fulness of Jesus, the more abundantly. There are 
so many degrees of asking for more light, more knowledge, and a 
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deeper and truer sense of the things revealed of God. Oh, that we 
might be ·more zealous and earnest in prayer that the Lord woulcJ 
grant us increase in our " partaking of Christ " in our fellowship 
with the Lord, in Him and of Him. 

So it was that the Apostle Paul put his case before Philemon on 
that ground. " If thou therefore count me a partner," one who in 
any measure-the least-is a sharer with you in the things of God, 
then receive him whom I send with this letter; receive him as you 

_would receive me. This is very Christ-like, a very humble, a very 
full and gracious receiving of the mind of Christ. The Apostle 
Paul was a man greatly beloved of Philemon, and he could not 
have appealed to a more sacred motive than this, a reason why 
he should receive the penitent returning slave back again into the 
household, no longer as a servant-verse 16 : <<Not now as a 
.servant, but above a se~vant, a brother beloved, specially to me." 
R eceive him as myself. If you love me, love him. If you would 

·-serve me, serve him. If you would receive me as a brother, a 
brother, receive this one as a brother. He is even as I am. I have 
proved him; he is faithful. H e has deceived you, he has wronged 
you-probably grievously; but he is a new man now, he comes to 
you as one of the Lord's people on whom the Lord has shown 
saving mercy, distinguishing mercy. " If he hath wronged thee " 
-the Apostle does not charge Onesimus with any wrong done; but 
"if he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought," sinned by wrong
doing, robbing thee, "put that on mine account "; I make myself 
p ersonally responsible for his indebtedness; do not look to him for 
a farthing; look to me for it all. What wonderful mercy, what a 
wonderful sympathy is this · with that poor trembling returning 
slave! 

THE MIND OF CHRIST 

Now this is the mind of Christ; this is just what .Jesus did for 
you, for me, dear fellow-believers. That is just what He in sub
stance said concerning you and me. " If they have wronged Thee, 
0 Father, if they owe Thee that which they can never, never pay, 
put it all down to Me, write it down to Me." 

And that is where we find our shelter from the wrath to come; 
this is where the believer finds himself secure. " There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ .Jesus "-none. 
The Mighty Substitute, the Gracious Substitute, the All-Sufficient 
Substitute has taken the place of the sinner, and now pleads with 
His Father for mercy on the sinner's behalf. 

"Put it all down to Me. Let it all be charged on Me." That is 
the language of Christ on the cross." "Let Me be the Settlement." 
And H e is so rich in grace, so abounding in mercy, so all-sufficient 
in His work of meritorious substitution, that He could thus compre
hend all the obligations of His people, and sum them up in His own 



18 The Gospel Magazine 

sacrificed Person, "It is finished.)) Christ paid off the mighty debt 
when He hung upon the tree, and bowed His head there, and 
gave up the ghost there. "Father, into Thy hands I commit My 
spirit." Lay not one sin to their charge. I have borne the guilt 
of it by imputation. I have exhausted the holy wrath due to it. 
I have drunk of the cursed cup to the lowest dregs. " If he hath 
wronged thee"-" If they have wronged Thee "-and they have; 
if they owe Thee ought-and they owe Thee all-" put that on My 
account." 

PAULJS OWN HANDWRITING 

"I) Paul) have written it with mine own. hand) put that on my 
account." There is no mistake about it. The Gospel is true. The 
Gospel is the verity of God; it knows no change, no variableness. 
" I, Paul) have written it," and that which is written by inspiration, 
and Paul wrote by inspiration, remains, indelibly remains. Heaven 
and earth are to pass away, "but My words," saith J esus, "shall 
not pass away." "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in 
H eaven." None can touch it there, or reverse it, to add to it or to 
take from it. Thou hast sealed it up with Thine own emphatic 
" Ainen," and it abideth for ever. 

And so Paul declared these words to Philemon w~th his own 
handwriting. At this time he was "Paul the aged," and would 
write probably with an almost illegible hand. " I, Paul, have written 
it by mine own hand," not by the hand of an amanuensis, or the hana 
of another whom he might have asked to write for him. How 
precious this Epistle would therefore doubtless be to Philemon as 
the very handwriting of his beloved brother. He would attach a 
special value to the writing. " I, Paul, have written it with mine 
own hand, I will repay it." 

. How blessed this wonderful example is of brotherly love, brotherly 
love between Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus, exemplifying the spirit 
that was in Christ in the grace of that spirit, in the mercy of that 
spirit. Oh, may we learn these things for ourselves, dear friends, 
the more effectually as we realise our sinnership, as we realise what 
a partnership or fellowship we have together in Christ, who loved us 
and gave Himself for us, who made Himself responsible for all we 
owe to God, and for unspeakably more than we owe to God. 

CHRISTJS OBEDIENCE 

We are great sinners, Christ is a greater Saviour. Where sin in 
our case " abounded, grace did much more" -how much more 
who can say?-but it does much more) God being witness, "much 
more abound.)) Christ not only met the obligations of His people, 
but much more. He rendered an obedience which was well pleasing 
in the sight of God because it was Hisobedience Whom the Father 
loved. " This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." · 
There is our Shelter. There we get peace. When accusations 
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multiply around and upon us we then flee to the Shelter.. " Other 
Refuge have we none." We find a perfect acceptance for ourselves 
in Christ, a perfected righteousness unto us all who believe, and 
we rejoice in our portion and give God thanks. 

Oh, may our lives be just one continuous giving of thanks. 
" Thanks be unto God for His Unspeakable Gift." "Thanks be 
unto God who giveth us the vjctory through our Lord J esus Christ." 
Amen. 

~ut !floung ;tfollt~' ~age. 

"DRESSED IN BEAUTY NOT HIS OWN'' 

HALF-WAY through the twenty-fourth year of his life, Robert 
M'Cheyne was ordained minister in sole charge of St. Peter's, 
Dundee. It was a big thing for so young a man to cope with, 
especially for the sensitive and highly-strung Robert, whose health 
could never be called robust. The parish was large, containing 
four thousand people, mostly poor or very poor. Many of these 
were without any religion, and had never entered a place of worship. 
The young clergyman was entirely convinced that his call to St. 
Peter's was of the Lord. He who had called His servant to the 
work would surely strengthen him for it. So Robert refused to be 
discouraged, and with much waiting upon his God, he faced the 
heavy work and the numerous problems with quiet confidence. 

From the start, Robert had large congregations to preach to. The 
services were attended by quite eleven hundred people, more than 
three hundred of whom came from distant parts of Dundee. Robert's 
fame as a preacher had preceded his coming, and many were 
attracted, hungry for the Bread of Life. 

The new minister spared no effort to cater for the varying needs 
of his people. Sunday schools were opened; on one week-night he 
held a meeting for young people, on another for young com
municants. On Thursday evening he began a Prayer-meeting with 
a short Bible-study. It was this meeting more than any other which 
was most richly blessed. The fare provided attracted only the 
" inner circle," the truly spiritually minded of the congregation, and 
they had some wonderful times, a foretaste of heaven, many 
thought. The blessing was soon seen in the growth in grace of 
those who attended, and this in turn led to a more prayerful spirit 
at the church services. 

But Robert longed and yearned to reach the crowds of uninter
ested people outside the church. Labouring incessantly, he visited 
among the people morning, noon, and night. His habit often was 
to visit about a dozen families, speaking to the individuals personally 
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of their souls' needs, and announcing that he would go back to the 
first house for a sort of cottage-meeting for any who would come. 
He was always ready to preach the Word, and found great joy in 
doing so, whether to his big congregations in church, or to a few 
cottagers in the kitchen of a little house. In personal work to<> 
he delighted, never refusing a call to speak to some inquirer at 
whatever the hour. 

In all this heavy work Robert's sole dependence was on his Lord,. 
and he was much encouraged by the conversion of various people 
here and there. But what he longed for was a great outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost. Sometimes he and several other ministers, 
Andrew Bonar among them, would meet for a day's prayer and 
waiting upon God, crying to Him for revival. 

In the full tide of all these things Robert was taken ill, with 
palpitation and other uncomfortable symptoms. The doctors feared 
a breakdown if he went on ; so Robert gave in, and went home to
his father' s' house in Edinburgh, for what he expected would be a 
week's rest. But the weeks dragged on, with poor Robert up and 
about, but quite unfit for preaching. It must have been a heavy 
trial ; but Robert had learned the precious lesson of contentment 
with the will of God in all circumstances. H e thought that perhaps: 
he had been laid aside that he might pray for his flock; and so he 
continued to do. 

About this time many of the deeply spiritual ministers had become 
much concerned about the state of the Jews. They felt that as a 
church they were neglecting the sending of the Gospel to the Jews. 
After much thought and prayer and conference, it was decided to 
send to Europe and to the Holy Land a mission of enquiry about 
the condition of Jewry. Two grave and reverend seniors were 
chosen, and now two younger men must be selected. If Robert 
M'Cheyene's health would stand, he was the one to go. Inquiries 
were made of the doctors. They thought it was the very thing to 
restore Robert's health. He himself was overjoyed at the prospect, 
for the Jewish people were very dear to him. Eventually he and 
his friend, Andrew Bonar, were asked to join the party. The only 
objections came from the flock at St. Peter's, who were missing
their beloved pastor badly. Several of them wrote letters objecting
and remonstrating. But Robert had no doubt that he was following 
the Pillar of Cloud, and he wrote letters full of love to his people, 
and longings for their growth in grace during his absence. In a 
remarkable way, the Lord answered Robert's prayers for the right 
man to supply his place by sending William Burns, a man filled with 
the H oly Ghost. 

The expedition set off, and were away perhaps six months. They 
had some most interesting experiences, and met with some reverses 



' The Gospel Maga<_ine 21 

-for instance, one of the older ministers broke his leg ! And Robert 
had a desperate illness for some weeks, having caught some "fever" 
from a sick man whom he visited in Beyrout. But all things worked 
together for good to these men who loved God; and in November, 
1839, Robert reached England again, well, and ready to resume his 
ministry among the people for whom he had been ceaselessly praying 
whilst he was away. 

But meanwhile, wonderful things had been happening. The 
prayers of those faithful ministers for the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost were abundantly answered. One day in July whilst Robert 
M 'Cheyne in Beyrout was lying desperately ill, William Burns was 
preaching not in Dundee but to his father's congregation at Kilsyth. 
He was speaking with the utmost solemnity of the necessity of 
salvation, when suddenly the whole great assembly was overpowered. 
~'The Holy Spirit seemed to come down as a rushing mighty wind . 
• . . . Very many were . . . . struck to the heart; the sanctuary was 
£lied with distressed and inquiring souls ..... The rain had begun 
to fall. The Spirit in mighty power began to work from that day 
forward in many places of the land." 

A fortnight later William Burns resumed his work at St. Peter's, 
and his preaching was again followed by the mighty and irresistible 
power of the Holy Ghost. Day after day people thronged to hear 
the Word of the Lord, and members were convicted and converted. 
But of all this Robert and his friends knew nothing till they were in 
sight of home, when they saw a paragraph in an ordinary newspaper, 
<COmmenting on the remarkable happenings in Scotland. It was 
with thankful wonder that they heard of the full answer to their 
prayers. 

And now Robert returned to his flock, and was received with the 
most tender demonstrations of love and thankfulness. He found 
that many for whom he had especially prayed had been wonderfully 
converted. From this time onwards the blessing continued. Here 
is one instance of the kind of thing that happened : "After the 
blessing a multitude remained. . . . They would not go away. 
Spoke a few words more to those around me, telling them of the 
loveliness of Christ, and the hardness of their hearts. . . . The 
sobbing soon spread, till many heads were bowed down, and the 
church was filled with sobbing .... After prayer, we dismissed, near 
midnight. Many followed us .... So ends this blessed season." 

How wonderful it must be to see these amazing manifestations of 
the power of the Holy Ghost! Who knows but the Lord may yet 
be gracious to our own people of England in these days of 1954. 

During the few years that remained, Robert's preaching every
where was accompanied by the blessing of the Spirit; and the same 
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was true of other young men, all mightly owned of God. · One thing 
that everyone remarked about Robert especially, was his personal 
holiness. " Even when silent, the near intercourse he held with 
God left its impression on those around. His constant holiness 
touched the conscience of many." 

Then in March 1843, two months before he was thirty, Rober : 
caught typhus fever from a poor man he was visiting; and in about 
ten or twelve days he was dead. That bright radiance was taken 
from the earth to the glory above, and all the people of God 
mourned for their loss. It does not matter now; both they and he 
have been with Christ more than a hundred years. But time like 
that is only a drop in eternity, and meanwhile both they and we are 
" looking for that blessed hope," of which Robert M'Cheyne wrote 
in these lines : 

" The precious dust beneath that lies, 
Shall at the call of Jesus rise, 
To meet the Bridegroom in the skies." 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 12. 

DAMARIS. 

The whole: "Able to make wise unto salvation." 

l. A great blessing to be found only in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. The way in which the Lord corrects those whom He loves. 
3. A god worshipped by a Syrian king. 
4. Expelled from Antioch, Paul and Barnabas went to this place. 
5. Gideon's servant. 
6. Can God furnish a this in the wilderness? 
7. The cry of the leper. 
B. Not done by Mordecai to Haman. 
9. Mother of John the Baptist. 

10. This man cursed David as he fled from Absalom. 

SoLUTION TO No. 11. 

The whole is "Christmas." 

1. Counsellor (Isaiah 9 : 6). 
2. Heavenly Host (Luke 2 : 13). 
3. Rulers in Israel (Micah 5: 2). 
4. Isaiah (Isaiah 9 : 6). 
5. Star (Matthew 2 : 2). 
6. Titus (Titus 3: 4; Titus 1: 4). 
7. Manger (Luke 2 : 7). 
8. Antichrist (1 John 4: 3). 
9. Solomon (Matthew 1 : 6, 7). 
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~roteutant mcacon. 
A COVENTRY MARTYR 

LAURENCE SAUNDERS (February 8th, 1555). 

FEBRUARY, 1955, marks the quater-centenary of the first of the 
noble band of martyrs of the Marian persecution. John Rogers 
was the proto-martyr of Mary's reign of terror, being burned at 
Smithfield on the 4th of February. Amongst others who suffered 
in February, 1555, were John Hooper, at Gloucester, and Rowland 
Taylor, at Hadleigh, Suffolk. As brief memoirs of the foregoing 
have appeared in these columns of recent years, an account of one, 
lesser known perhaps, but none the less eminent for the cause of 
God's Truth, namely LAURENCE SAUNDERS, will be given. 

I.-EARLY LIFE OF LAURENCE SAUNDERS. 
The dispensations of a supg[T~ten''C:firlg Providence are evidenced 

in persons, in appointing and fixing situations. This will appear in 
the life of Laurence Saunders, who, being educated at Eton school, 
was chosen a graduate of King's College, Cambridge, where he 
acquired a very extensive knowledge in literature. After being a t 
the University for three years, his mother and friends, desirous of 
placing him where he might increase his fortune (which was not 
-inconsiderable), bound him apprentice to Sir William Chester, who 
was later one of the Sheriffs at the time of the burning of John 
Rogers. 

As, however, the design of the Lord was contrary to that of 
Saunders' friends, God was pleased to frustrate it; and in an in
vincible manner, working by His own Spirit upon his heart~ brought 
him into the path He would have him go. The Lord's servants are 
all willing, when He is pleased to incline their hearts to His pleasure, 
and then they engage in what they are called to with delight. 
Saunders was not suited agreeable to the bent of his mind : in the 
-hours of business, he would retire from his employment, and dedicate 
his time in prayer and supplication to God; and indeed the whole 
tenor of his conduct proved that 'he was not satisfied with his 
·business situation. In these exercises ·of devotion he was overheard 
by his master, who enquired into the cause of his uneasiness; and, 
-discovering that his mind was fixed upon study and contemplation, 
he informed his friends, and generously gave up his indentures. 
Thus we see God makes all concur in promoting His designs, having 
the hearts of all men in His hands : He causes them so to act. as 
shall best accomplish His purposes, and fulfil His will. · 

· Leaving an employment so irksome to his _ mind, to ·which a 
prospect of wealth could not reconcile him, he returned to Cam
:bridge, and with redoubled ardour appEect himself closely to studies, 
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becoming proficient in the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages; 
but his favourite study was the Word of God. 

11.-REIGN OF EDWARD VI. 

When Edward VI came to the throne in 1547, and the work of 
the Reformation flourished, Saunders was qualified to preach, and 
appointed lecturer at Fotheringham College. The College of 
Fotheringham being dissolved, he was chosen a reader of divinity 
at Lichfield Cathedral. After remaining some time at Lichfield,. 
he was presented to the benefice of Church Langton, Leicestershire. 

It is of interest to recall that George Marsh, the Bolton-born 
martyr, who also suffered under Mary at Chester, became assistant 
minister to Saunders a t Church Langton for a time. What tw~ 
shepherds for the flock ! Men of_§U.<::.tu.u..ost ex.traordinary gi,fts and 
Bli!.~>~were seldom united' in- one pastorate. We would not say that 
never were two such pastors united in one pastorate, because in 
considering the period of the godly Puritans, we are reminded of 
George Newton and his assistant Joseph Alleine, at T aunton, prior 
to the ejection of 1662 ; and also of the ministry at Crosby House, 
Bishopsgate Street, London, where Thomas Watson ministered from. 
1672, and where Stephen Charnock became his joint-pastor in 1675. 

The living of Allhallows, Bread Street, London, became vacant, 
and Saunders was presented to that rectory, which he held with the 
charge at Church Langton. Being desirous of devoting his time t~ 
the service of his London parish, he had determined to resign his 
country benefice ; but at this juncture, Queen Mary coming to the 
throne, he found, that, on his resignation, it must fall into the hands 
of a Papist ; he therefore resolved to detain both, as long as should 
be permitted, and very diligently attended the flocks of each. While 
matters were in agitation, respecting M ary's coming to the throne~ 
Saunders was at Northampton, and preached zealously, not upon 
political topics, but against Popish doctrines, which so offended some 
of the Queen's friends there, that they kept him prisoner for a time~ 
but soon liberated him. Foreseeing the dismal time that was ap
proaching, his mind flamed with holy zeal for God's truth, which 
he defended with the utmost diligence ; and with much affection he 
fervently exhorted the people to beware of the dangerous doctrines. 
of Popery. 

III.-PREACHING AND ARREST 

His courage and honesty in preaching the truth, brought upon 
him the opposition of the friends to Popery, who were also in the 
Queen's interest. Thus situated, Saunders' friends, anxious to save 
his life, requested him to go abroad for safety, but in vain; for, 
being prevented from attending to his ministry in the country, he 
returned to visit his flock in town. Drawing near to London, he 
was intercepted by Sir John Mordaunt, a Privy Counsellor of Mary's,. 
who enquired where he was going. He-replied," To London, where 
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he had a pastorate, to instruct his flock, according to his duty." 
Mordaunt advised him not to go; but Saunders answered, " How 
shall I be able to answer before God, if I should neglect them, 
supposing any to be sick, and want comfort, or any liable to fall 
into error, and receive false doctrine, through want of instruction? " 
How desirable such a pastor! And how happy the flock under his 
care ! How commendable was the uprightness of his conduct upon 
this occasion, when he was conversing with a subtle enemy, who was, 
among others, seeking his destruction ! Mordaunt continued the 
conversation, by enquiring, if he did not preach upon a certain day 
at Bread Street. Saunders replied in the affirmative. The servant, 
not ashamed of openly defending the gospel, answered, " You may 
hear me again tomorrow, when I mean to confirm by God's Word, 
what I have taught." "I would counsel you to the contrary," said 
Mordaunt; to which Saunders replied, " If you forbid me by lawful 
authority, I must obey." Mordaunt departed from him, saying, "I 
do not forbid you, I only give you counsel." 

Notwithstanding this discourse, he was not influenced to alter his 
intention, although his mind was so troubled, that it was perceived; 
and, when he was asked why he seemed uneasy, he· answered, " I am 
in prison, till I be in prison "; signifying he was distressed until he 
had delivered his subject, and then h e should be happy, though he , >,, 
should be imprisoned for it. According to his purpose, on the":~ , 
Sunday morning, he discoursed from the beginning of the eleventh ,_ "' 
chapter a£ the second Epistle to the Corinthians: "I have espoused 
you to one husband, that I may present ya,u a chaste virgin to 
Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ." From these words he exposed, argued 
against, and exhorted the people not to embrace the errors of 
Popery; proving them to be of the most dangerous tendency. He 
refused to flee from danger, and, when he came to the trial, despised 
both the flame and the suffering. 

IV .-IMPRISONMENT 

The sermon just alluded to, delivered with so much earnestness 
and boldness, was the last Mr. Saunders was permitted to preach ; 
for, when he came to church again in the afternoon to continue 
his exhortations to the people, he was prevented by an officer from 
Bishop Bonner, who required him to appear before that prelate. 
He obeyed the order, and, coming before Bonner, was charged with 
treason, for breaking the Queen's Proclamation, which prohibited 
preaching, and for what the Papists considered heresy and sedition, 
in the sermon preached in the ·morning. After a conversation upon 
the central topic of the Papists, the sacrament of the " altar," the 
bishop required Saunders to write his ·opinion upon transubstantia
tion; which ne complied with, saying: ''You seek my blood, and 
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you shall have it: I pray God that you may be so baptised in it, 
that you may hereafter loathe blood seeking, and become a better 
man." Bonner, having in this writing, sufficient for his purpose, 

, which was to procure death, sent him to Gardiner, the Chancellor, 
. who demanded of him how he dare preach, when the Queen pro

hibited it by proclamEttion? He answered that: "Seeing perilous 
times at hand, he could not but from a principle of conscience, as 
he was warned by the prophet to do, exhort his flock and parish
ioners to persevere, and stand steadfastly in the doctrines they had 
learned"; saying also, "We ought to obey God, rather than men." 

After this discourse with the Chancellor, he was taken to prison, 
where he was constrained to declare the wonderful support and 
comfort he enjoyed, as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ, in the 
confiict.h(:_was so far brg_ught through. He continued in confine
mer!t above the' space-of a year; anQ;as he was so hastily sent out of 
the Chancellor's presence, he addressed a letter to him, of which 
the following are extracts; and they prove he did not repent of his 
plain dealing. After noticing the cause of his imprisonment, as 
respected the breaking of the proclamation, he proceeds : 

" Touching the charging me with my religion, I say with 
Paul : this I confess, ' That after the vyay they call heresy, 
so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which 
are written in the Law and the Prophets, and of hope towards 
God.' .... " " And herein study I to have always a clear con
science towards God and towards men. And this is not 
grounded upon vain phantasy, but upon the infallible truth of 
God's Word, with the witnessing of His chosen Church agree
able to the same. It is an easy thing for them which take 
Christ for their tn.Je Pastor, and be the very sheep of His 
pasture, to discern the voice of their true Shepherd, from the 
voice of wolves, hirelings, and strangers : forasmuch as Christ 
saith, 'My sheep hear My voice'; yea, and they shall have 
the gift to know the voice of the true Shepherd, and so to 
follow Him, as to avoid the contrary : for He also saith, ' The 
sheep follow the shepherd, for . they know his voice; and a 
stranger they will not follow, but will fly from him, for they 
know not the voice of a stranger.' Such inward inspiration 
doth the Holy Ghost put into the children of God, being indeed 
taught of God, but otherwise unable to understand the true 
way of their salvation. And albeit the wolf (as Christ saith), 
cometh in sheep's clothing; yet He saith, 'By their fruits ye 
shall know them.' For there be certa~n fruits whereby the wolf 
is betrayed, notwithstanding that, in sundry sorts of devout 
holiness in outward show, he seemeth never so simple a sheep. 

· That the Romish religion is ravening and wolfish, appears in 
three principal points. · · · . ·· · · 
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" First, it robbeth God of His due and only honour. 
" Secondly, it taketh the true comfort of conscience, m 

obscuring, or rather, burying of Christ, and His office of 
salvation. 

" Thirdly, it spoileth God of His true worship and service, 
in spirit and truth, appointed in His prescribed command
ments, and driveth men into that incoi}venience against which 
Christ with the prophet Isaiah doth speak sharply, 'This 
people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from Me. They worship M e in vain, teaching the doctrine and 
precepts of man.' And in another place, 'Ye cast aside the 
commandments of God, to maintain your own traditions.' 

" Wherefore I in conscience weighing the Romish religion, 
and, by impartial discussing thereof, finding the foundation 
unsteadfast, and the building thereupon but vain; and having 
my conscience framed after a right and uncorrupt religion, 
ratified and fully established by the Word of God, and the 
consent of His true church; I neither may, nor do intend, 
by God's gracious assistance, to be pulled one jot from the 
same; no, though an angel from heaven should preach another 
gospel than that which I have received of the Lord." 

Having been kept in close confinement a year and a quarter, he 
was brought forth to be examined by the Queen's Council, and 
charged by them with heresy. They requested him to conform, and 
desired his immediate answer. Begging to deliberate, the Chancellor 
said: 

"Leave off your painting and pride of speech; answer yea, or 
nay." 

" My Lord," replied Saunders, "it is no time for me to paint; 
and, as for pride, I know no ·cause. My learning I confess to be 
small; and as to wealth, I have none; but, being now in a perilous 
situation, it becomes me to answer circumspectly, as I am in danger 
of losing a good conscience, or my life; and, to say the truth, I love : 
both life and liberty, could I enjoy them without hurting my ' 
conscience." · 

"Conscience," said the Chancellor, "you have none, but pride 
and arrogancy in dividing yourselves from the church." Sauncler~; 
answered: 

"The Lord is acquainted with the consciences of all; and though 
yourLordship chargeth me with division from the church, I assure 
you I live in the faith I have received these fourteen years, being 
taught that the power of the Bishop of Rome is but usurped; yea, 
this I have heard from you present, as a thing agreed by the church, 
and public authority." 

After a question or two further, the Chancellor said, " Will you 
be obstinate, and refuse liberty? " 
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"My Lord," said Saunders, "I may not buy liberty at such a 
price, but I intreat your Honours to intercede for the Queen's 
pardon, that we may live, and keep our consciences unburdened; 
otherwise I must say for myself, that by God's grace I will abide 
the greatest extremity man may bring me in, rather than act against 
my conscience." 

V.-MARTYRDOM AT COVENTRY 

On the morning of February 5th, 1555, he was delivered into the 
hands of the Queen's guard, to be taken to Coventry, to be burned; 
and having arrived at that place, a good man who had used to 
make his shoes, met him, and said, " God strengthen and comfort 
you." Mr. Saunders replied, " I desire thee to pray for me, for I 
am the most unfit man for this high office, that ever was appointed 
to do it; but my gracious God and Father is able to make me strong 
enough." What humility, patience, and faith, is here ! 

The evening he arrived at Coventry, though he was one of those 
of whom the world was unworthy, he was lodged in no better a 
place than the common gaol, and his companions were the common 
prisoners. Having but a short time to live, he redeemed it, by 
sp~nding the night in instructing, and praying with, and for the 
pnsoners. 

On the following morning, the 8th of February, he was led into 
the park without the city, the place appointed for ills-martyrdom. 
On his way thither, he frequentiy- feU·-prostrate-ofCtne ground in 
earnest prayer to God : and drawing nigh to the spot, ~ one of the 
persecutors said that he was one of those who had corrupted the 
realm with false doctrine and heresy, for which he deserved death; 
but that if he would revoke his opinions, he had the Queen's pardon 
for him. " If not," continued he to the good man, " yonder fire is 
prepared for thee." 

Saunders replied, "It is neither I, nor my fellow-preachers of 
God's truth, that have hurt the Queen's realm. I hold no heresies, 
but the doctrine of God, the blessed gospel of Christ; that hold I, 
that believe I; that have I taught, and that will I never revoke." 

His adversary immediately cried out, "Away with him! " and 
from him Saunders went with a cheerful and courageous heart, 
towards the fire. When he came there he again fell down, and 
prayed fervently, and rising, embraced the stake, saying, "Welcome 
the cross of Christ, welcome everlasting life." Fire being put to the 
fuel, he soon experienced the fruition of faith, in the full enjoyment 
of his God. 

A memorial was unveiled at Coventry in 1910, on land formerly 
called " Martyrs' Field," inscribed with eleven . names of martyrs 
who suffered near that spot,::wliicK:inCllides the riaine' of Laurence 
Saunders. - ....... ·· -- .. ·· -· F.c. 
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.®tucellaneouu J0aperu 
PERSEVERANCE / 

By JosEPH IRONS (Letter 18). 

THE unbelieving apprehension which has long perplexed your mind, 
and disturbed your peace, relative to your final perseverance, has 
induced me to write a few lines to you, upon this interesting and 
important subject; and while you read them, I trust you will be 
looking up for divine influence, to render them useful to your soul, 
so that you may be enabled to dismiss your slavish fears, and go on 
your way rejoicing. 

"Being confident of this very thing, that' he· which hath begun u 
good work in you, will perform it until the day of ] esus Christ," I 
enter most cheerfully upon this doctrine, which is dear to the heart 
of every established Christian, and which has afforded rivers of 
comfort to believers in every age. I am aware that my greatest 
difficulty will be, to satisfy your mind, that God's work is really 
begun in you, and, unless the Holy Spirit is pleased to bear witness 
with your spirit, I have no hope of succeeding in this; but, as he 
deigns to put honour upon the efforts of those who honour him, 
I will beseech him, on your behalf, to accompany what I write 
with his holy unction, so as to induce you to sing with the psalmist, 
" the Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are g-lad " 
(Psalm 136: 3). 

That a wonderful change is wrought in you, I think you cannot 
dispute, because you know you once lived without prayer, which you 
cannot do now-you were once blind to your state and danger as a 
sinner in the sight of God, but now you certainly see yourself 
wretched and ruined-you were once destitute of spiritual emotions, 
but now you are no stranger to hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
nor to holy desires, humble hopes, and inward conflicts. These 
things are not the produce of nature, nm the work of creatures, 
but the workmanship of him who alone can create a sinner anew in 
Christ Jesus, and who never forsakes the work of his own hands. 
See if these things are not some of the traits of your experience, 
and own them the work of God; then, I trust, you will be prepared 
to receive the comfort which flows from the doctrine under our 

J
consideration. 

If perseverance depended upon yourself, you certainly would 
not persevere another hour ; but as it is the Lord's work, to begin, 
and carry on, and complete His own temple, to suppose that 
any thing can hinder His work, or to frustrate His design, appears 
to me to be ridiculous, nay more, it is blasphemous ! for it is sup
posing His power to be very limited, or His will to be very fickle. 
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When mortals take up with religion of their own accord, they 
generally lay it down of their own accord, and that which begins 

\./ in natural free will, invariably ends in apostacy, or disappointment; 
but when the Holy Spirit takes hold of the sinner's conscience, by 
His powerful influence, He never leaves His work unfinished; for 
that which begins with free grace, must end in everlasting glory. 

The covenant, the promise, and the honour of God, all stand 
pledged to perfect the work of grace, when once it is begun. 

Every thing in you and every thing around you, may militate 
against your perseverance; but He who has said, "The righteous 
shall hold on his w ay/' knew what would be in you before He 
begun His work, yea, when He wrote the irrevocable decree, to 
give you grace and glory. In the very foresight of all your guilt 
and rebellion, He gave you to Christ, and gave Christ to you; 
therefore, it cannot be supposed that He will abandon you on 
account of any thing He sees in you, unless you can dream that 
there is something now discovered, which he could not foresee. 

If the perseverance of the saints depended on any thing but the 
everlasting covenant love of God, He Himself could be at no 
certainty respecting the making up of His jewels, and He might, 
after all the provision of His covenant-all the sufferings of Christ, 
and all the work of His spirit, be disappointed of saving half, or any 
of the objects of His love. The thought is blasphemous; it must 

J
' not, it .shall not., be harboured, since the Father has said, "My 

cou,-r>.sel shall stand, and I will do all my pleausre ''- since Jesus 
demands all that the Father has given him, to be with Him where 
He is, to behold His glory, and has sworn that all whom the Father 
giveth Him, shall come to Him, and in no wise be cast out : yea, 
since the H oly Spirit testifi es of Jesus, in the soul of every awakened 
sinner, if such an one could fall short of heaven, the tes timony of 
the Holy Ghost would be falsified-the work of Christ would be 
invalidated-and the Father's oath would be violated : yea, the 

j
, whole covenant engagement of the ETERNAL THREE would be 
abrogated . 

But, how delightful is that blessed truth asserted by the Saviour, 
a I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out: of my hand!" (John 10: 28). Let sin, 
satan, and the world try their utmost, it is impossible they should 
prevail against the weakest believer to ruin him, because he is in 
Christ's hand, where J:le was placed by the covenant love of 'God, 
and where he must abide to all eternity. This heart-cheering truth 
has supported my mind in the most trying seasons, and afforded 
consolation when nothing else could, and I am persuaded, that if 
this holy bulwark of security were destroyed, the tried Christian 
would have nowhere to repose his confidence, or obtain succour 
amidst the sharp conflicts of his soul. 
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The sweet assurance of this grand doctrine is fraught with 
advantages; it gives new courage to those who were ready to give 
up the war-it fires the zeal of those who were ready to halt
it raises the mind above the most formidable difficulties-and it 
affords unspeakable happiness, which extends even to the darkest 
-easons of the experience. It hangs the whole glory of our salvation 
upon Jesus-it fills the enemy of souls with dismay-and it renders 
all the means of grace, and divine ordinances infinitely important. 

Never listen, my dear young friend, to the enemies of truth, who 
will tell you that it leads to licentiousness. This is utterly impossible 
in a child of God, for the more sure he is of obtaining the prize, 
the more eagerly he will reach out after it, and press forward to it; 
and the very assurance of victoyy, will inspire him with courage to 
fight the good fight of faith. I/' 

The end and the means are inseparably connected in the grand 
economy of grace, and it is as fully and unalterably determined 
in the divine counsel, that the redeemed of the Lord shall repent, 
pray, believe, watch, fight, and run, as it was that they shall obtain 
everlasting glory ; and though these acts are not the procuring cause 
of their salvation, yet, they are parts of that divine process, fixed 
upon by the author of salvation, to bring his people to the partici
pation of covenant blessings; and therefore, can by no means be 
dispensed with, or laid aside as unnecessary. 

Cherish the <:lelightful thought, my brother, God has given you 
grace, and therein pledges Himself to give you glory- Christ is 
preparing a mansion for you near His throne, and says He will come 
again and receive you Himself, that where H e is you may be also. 
The Holy Ghost has given you a capacity to enjoy God and spiritual 
things, and has become your guide to the realms of bliss. Cast off 
your slavish fear, and take God at His word, relying upon His 
precious promise, "Behold, I send an angel before thee, to keep 
thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have 
prepared" (Exodus 23 : 20). Your Father loves you, and will not 
leave you-your Redeemer is united to you, and you cannot be 
separated from Him-the Holy Ghost has made you His temple, 
and shall dwell in you for ever. Go forward, beloved, trampling 
upon the world, resisting the devil-crucifying self-and laying hold 
on eternal life, in the strength of J esus. The race will soon be at an 
end, the victory will soon be completed, and the glory shall soon 
be revealed in us. 

In the sweet assurance, that where the covenant head of the 
church is, every one of his mystical members must be also, I subscribe 
myself, with much affection, 

Your fellow traveller to glory, JosEPH IRONS. 
Letter 18 in " Twenty L etters on Gospel Doctrines Addressed to 

Young Christians," 1821. 
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