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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANs 1: 4. 

" MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE " 

."For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me. And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 

thee : fo.r My strength is made perfect in weakness."-

2 Corinthians 12 : 8, 9. 

AT the beginning of the year it is well for-us to have some great 
Scriptural promise before us, so that we may recall it at times 
during the course of the year. Today Motto Cards are often avail
able, and amo11g them is the w~ll-knowri one'' My grace is sufficient 
for thee : for My s(,:ength' is ~ade perfect in weakness." 

We invite our readers to consider with us the passage 2 Corinthians 
12 : 7-10, which will give the circumstances in which Paul was 
placed when he received this wonderfully gracious and soul-satis
fying assurance. We pray that God the Holy Spirit will guide our 
hearts and minds as we ponder God's gracious dealings with His 
much-tried servant Paul. 
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The apostle Paul was having a difficult time with ·_the Corinthian 
professing Christians. Some opponents of Paul attacked his creden
tials as an apostle. They said that he was not one of the original 
Twelve. They questioned his motives. They said that, while his 
letters were powerful, his bodily presence was weak and his speech 
contemptible (2 Cor. 10: 10). All this placed Paul under the 
necessity of defending himself and vindicating his apostleship. Dis
tasteful though it was to him, he gave an account of his abundant 
labours and sufferings in the work of the Gospel, but declared that 
he would rather enlarge on his infirmities (chapter 11). In chapter 
12 he came to visions and revelations from the Lord, particularly 
to one unusual vision which he related in the third person (12: 2-4). 
He would not speak of more lest any person should think of him 
as more than human (12: 6). Then he related how God dealt with 
him. 

I.-THERE WAS GIVEN TO HIM A THORN IN THE FLESH 

First, God saw fit to take measures to humble him. " And lest 
I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger 
of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure " 
(2 Cor. 12: 7). 

God's messengers are, like all God's people, subject to self-import
ance, pride, personal vanity. Their public prominence and the very 
gifts given specially to them can become things which minister to 
their personal conceit, self-confidence, self-approbation. Paul himself 
was not out of the reach of this. He repeated the expression twice 
" lest I should be exalted above measure "-lest he should be lifted 
up too much, God gave him a " thorn in the flesh " to keep him 
humble. 

We do not know what the "thorn in the flesh" was-there have 
been many suggestions-such as epilepsy, defective eyesight, or a 
variety of afflictions, or some person in particular-but they are all 
conjectures. It was something which really hurt, something painful 
and prievous to Paul. It was a messenger of Satan to buffet him. 

Its design in God's hands was to keep Paul humble and low 
before God. It was "lest he should be exalted above measure," 
lest he should be filled with humap pride. In his well-known lines 
John Newton expressed God's dealings with the tried child of God : 

These inward trials I employ 
From self and pride to set thee free , 

And break thy schemes of earthly joy, 
That thou may'st seek thy all in Me! 
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H.-PAUL BESOUGHT THE LORD THRICE 

Of the " thorn in the flesh" Paul wrote: "For this thing I 
besought the Lord thrice that it might depart from me " (2 Cor. 
12: 8). 

It sent him to the Throne of Grace. It was grievous to him, 
and he wanted it taken away. He prayed the Lord-the Lord 
Jesus-thrice, or perhaps frequently, about it. 

The Lord's people have many and different trials and afflictions. 
These trials may not be known to others. But there is a gracious 
Person-the Lord Jesus Christ-to Whom all these trials and diffi
culties can be taken. He is a sympathetic High Priest-He can feel 
with the feeling of our infirmities (Hebrews 4 : 15), and we can come 
boldly, speaking every word, pouring out our heart, telling our 
every difficulty. 

Trials make the promise sweet; 
Trials give new life to prayer; 

Trials bring me to His feet, 
Lay me low and keep me there. 

·William Cowper, 1779. 

This was what John Bunyan found. He listed ,various things
inclining to unbelief, coldness in prayer, murmuring, etc.-yet he 
said that they made him abhor himself, they kept him from trusting 
his own heart, they showed him "the necessity of flying to Jesus"; 
they pressed him to pray to God, through Christ, to help him and 
to carry him through " Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners "). 

" They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary ; and they shall walk, and not faint " (Isaiah 40 : 31 ). 

111.-PAUL RECEIVED A FULL AND SATISFYING AS!?URANCE 

Paul had prayed that the " thorn in the flesh " might be taken 
away from him. He received an answer to his prayer, but it was 
not what he requested. 

"And He said unto me; My grace is sufficient for thee : for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness." Paul was assured of sufficient 
grace to support him. We do not know whether it was by a 
direct voice, or by some powerful divine impression upon his mind; 
but the assurance was given, and it was full and satisfying to Paul's 
heart and soul. 

It ~.vas as if it was said to him, "It is enough that My favour 
rests upon you-that My undeserved mercy is yours-that My 
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strength will be given to you under the trial-that I will never 
leave you nor · forsake you." 

We think of the Lord's gracious words to poor Peter, "I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not " (Luke 22 : 32). The grace 
of Christ is sufficient for His people in all their needs. 

"And when' through the fire thy pathway shall lie 
My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply; 
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
Thy dross to consu'me, and thy gold to refine." 

Keen. 

The Rev. A. M. Toplady, writer of the hymn "Rock of Ages," 
wrote a hymn in The Gospel M aga<.ine for February, 1772, headed 
"Weak Believers Encouraged," which commenced: 

Your harps, ye . trembling saints, 
Down from the willows take : 

Loud to the praise of Love Divine, 
Bid every string awake. 

His grace will to the end 
Stronger and brighter shine; 

Nor present things, nor things to come 
Shall quench the spark Divine. 

The second part of the assurance was : " My strength is made 
perfect in weakness." The power of the Lord Jesus Christ shines 
in the felt weakness of the Christian under trial. 

All this was very satisfying to Paul. " Most gladly, therefore," 
he wrote, "will I rather glory in my infirmities (weaknesses), that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me." He listed some of the 
things in which he could eveu take pleasure-" Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches (insults), in necessities, in per
secutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then 
am I strong (powerful)" (2 Cor. 12 : 10). 

Child of God, you may be undergoing severe trial unknown to 
others: You may have a "thorn in the flesh" of one kind or 
another, and you may have besought the Lord many times to 
remove it from you. In His wisdom the Lord may not have 
answered your petition in the form in which you have put it to Him. 
But His word is to you as to Paul, "My grace is sufficient for thee; 
for My strength is made perfect in weakness." 

I have looked for some hymn expository of this Divine assurance. 
I have found some hymns with expressions reminiscent of the text : 
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And in this covenant thou shalt view 
Sufficient strength to bear thee through." 

The God of Abraham praise 
Whose all-sufficient grace · 

(John Kent, 1803). 

Shall guide me all my happy days 
In all His ways. 

(Thomas Olivers, 1772). 

Grace which like the Lord, the Giver, 
Never fails from age to age. 

(fohn Newton, 1779). 

5 

But the only hymn which I haveseen actually on the text itself is 
one written by John Needham, who was a co-pastor at the Baptist 
meeting-house in the Pithay, Bristol, and a little later in Callowhill 
Street, St. Paul's, Bristol. In 1786 he published 263 hymns in his 
"Hymns, Devotional and Moral on various Subjects, Collected 
chiefly from the Holy Scriptures" (Bristol, S. Farley), and among 
them was the following : 

Kind are the words that Jesus speaks 
To cheer the drooping saint; · 

" My grace sufficient is for you, 
Though nature's powers may fa.int." 

" My grace its glories shall display 
And make your griefs remove; 

Your weakness shall the triumph tell 
Of boundless power and love." 

While though my griefs are not removed, 
Yet why should I despair? 

While Jesus' gracious arms support, 
I can the burden bea.r. 

Jesus, my Saviour and my Lord, 
'Tis good to trust Thy name; 

Thy power; Thy faithfulness and love 
Will ever be the same. 

Weak as I am, yet through Thy grace 
I all things can perform; · . 

And, smiling, triumph in Thy name 
Amid the raging storm. 

(]. Needham). 
W.D.S. 



6 The Gospel Maga(.ine 

OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE 

THE PRAYER-MEETING 

Ruth Belton was tired out at the end of a hard day's work. 
Now it was nearly half-past seven, and she must hurry if she were 
to get to the prayer-meeting. She passed a comb through her hair, 
pulled a hat over it, struggled into her coat, and snatching her 
gloves rushed out of the house. It had been such a difficult week, 
getting worse every day. For some time her husband had been 
ill, so that money wa~ very short. There had been extra washing; 
and all the interruptions caused by illness had made a hash of 
Ruth's usual routine . She loved to keep her home beautiful, and 
she had a methodical way of doing everything in its turn. This 
week all her plans had been upset, and Ruth felt nervy and 
strung-up as she hurried to the little chapel. To add to her 
troubles today, her little boy John had sprained his ankle climbing 
over a fence; she would have him to amuse a t home the next few 
days. Worse than that, Ruth had lost patience with her little girl, 
speaking crossly to Mary when the poor child was doing all she 
could to help her mother. 

Ruth was a Christian girl, and her home was usually a happy 
one. But this week her troubles had overcome her: her conscience 
accused her of many slips, and especially of her hasty words to 
Mary. As she took her place among the little group of believers, 
she was feeling as if God had forsaken her, and she longed for some 
help and comfort. 

The old deacon who led the meeting began by reading a long 
psalm, in which David rejoiced in his victories over his enemies. 
Ruth listened to the familiar words, but she could find nothing 
there for her. She bowed her head with the others as the old man 
led in prayer. How many times Ruth had heard the same phrases 
as he prayed! He thanked God "for peace like a river," and 
for "grace by which we have been kept." "Not me," thought 
poor Ruth, remembering all her failures. The old man gave thanks 
for " bounties untold " and for " store beyond measure "; Ruth 
thought sadly of the meagre purchases which were all she had been 

able to make that week. 
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Then the good man prayed for the pastor and the church, and 
Ruth felt how wrong she was to be making so much of her own 
difficulties. He prayed for the Sunday-school, that in that little 
school "Marys and Timothys" might be trained; but Ruth could 
only pray that John's ankle would soon be better. 

A hymn followed, and then a prayer from another deacon. This 
was more like a sermon than a prayer, and Ruth heard herself 
being exhorted to mount up on wings as an eagle, to overcome 
strong bulls of Bashan like a giant refreshed with wine, and to walk 
worthy of her high calling. 

More singing followed, and as Ruth realised that the meeting 
was nearly over, she felt as wretched as she could be. She had so 
longed for a word of comfort, for some token that the Lord was 
indeed caring for herself. She had heard good words enough, 
but they seemed to have no bearing on her case. "Oh Lord, 
give me a blessing before I go," she prayed silently; "have mercy 
on me and forgive me and let me hear Thy voice." 

Silence followed the hymn, and the old deacon began slowly to 
get up to give the blessing, and bring the meeting to a close. 
Ruth half rose, for they always stood for the benediction, when 
an old woman's quavering voice broke out in supplication. Ruth 
knew it was old Mrs. Green, a widow who had a son in a mental 
institution, another bedridden at home, and a gay dressed-up 
daughter who flouted all her mother's teaching. The old woman 
began, "Oh Lord! our Father ! Thou knowest---" then her 
voice broke before she could go on. 

But Ruth heard no more. "Thou knowest!" She had got her 
token. Those words c~me in the power of the Holy Ghost to Ruth, 
and she knew that the Lord Himself had spoken to her soul. 
Thou, Lord, knowest Thy servant. Thou knowest ·my foolishness; 
Thou understandest my thought afar off. He knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are dust. Your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. All these words flooded into 
Ruth's memory, and as she hurried home, her heart was answering 
joyfully, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I 
love Thee!" 

Ruth's bright face as she entered her home brought an answering 
look of cheerfulness £rom the invalid. She gave Mary a hug, and 
soon was putting John's foot in a more comfortable position. The 
Lord's Presence had been with her, and He had given her rest. 

DAMARIS. 
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ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 48 

The whole : Scene of forty years' ~andering. 

1. The Lord Jesus asked for this at Jacob's well. 
2. The Psalmist says that when all the people praise God, the earth 

shall yield her this. 
3. Flowers that the Lord Jesus told us to consider. 
4. Where John the Baptist spent his youth. 
5. · Pharaoh dreamt of these, seven good and seven .withered. 
6. Isaiah says that the desert will blossom as this flower does. 
7. Part of the present that Jacob's sons took to Joseph. 
8. Here the Israelites found twelve wells and seventy palm trees. 
9. Bought by the women to anoint the Lord's dead body. 

10. The short man climbed this tree for a better view. 

SoLUTION OF No. 47 

The whole : Chronicles. 

1. Cornelius (Acts 10: 1). 
2. Hagar (Gen. 16 : 1). 
3. Rufus (Mark 15 : 21). 
4. Orpah (Ruth 1 : 14, 15). 
5. Nicodemus (John 3 : 7). 
6. Ichabod ( 1 Sam. 4 : 21 ). 
7. Capernaum (Mark 1 : 30, 31). 
8. Laban (Gen. 24: 15, 29). 
9. Elisabeth (Luke 1 : 45). · 

10. SanbalLat (Nehem. 2: 10). 

« Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of" 
(Matthew 6 : 8) 

He knows! 
Yes, Jesus knows! Just what you cannot tell. 
He understands so well ! 
The silence of the heart is heard, 
He does not need a single word, 
He thinks of you; 
He watcheth, and He careth too, . 
He pitieth! He. loveth! All this flows 
In one sweet word : He knows ! 

F. R. HA VERGAL. 
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS 

WHERE ARE WE HEADING? 

SuBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHEP AT LE PLANEL GosPEL HALL 

BY MR. WALTER c. BREHAUT, 1957 

·"And they said, Go· to(), let us build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name." 
(Genesis 11 : 4). 

Where is the world heading to? We live in remarkable ,days, 
.sensational days, serious days. 

SATELLITES 

Recently our attention has been drawn to the la).lnching and 
progres_s of two satellites. These objects are even n0w circling 
through space at an enormous speed, and no one appears to know 
when, how, and where their journey will end. Many regard these 
as matters of interest. They certainly are. Some hardly take any 
notice of these happenings. Men of science, and particularly those 
responsible for the · creation of such contraptions, are watching the 
progress with increasing interest. There are many also, and par
ticularly Christians, who look with suspicion .and with concern upon 
these happenings, wondering where it will all lead. Right thinking 
men see in this, as well as in the advance and progress of nuclear 
weapons and guided missiles, a threat to the very existence .of the 
human race. :Kruschev, the Russian leader, has declared recently 
that bombers and fighters wou:ld be useless in case of another war, 
they are obsolete. By means of guided missiles it would be possible 
to reach any target with precision and to reduce Europe to a giant 
cemetery. " Men's hearts are indeed failing them f0r fear, for the 
things which are coming upon the earth." -

INCJ.lliASE OF .CRIM.E 

Side by side with the increase of -science and its awful possibilities 
in times of war, is a terrible iocrease in crime of every desc.ription, 
What is the cause of all this? To this question many answers are 
given. Some will say with regard to the gre;;tt forces which have 
c0me to light, " Men must be educated to the peaceful us.es of them, 
and learn t9 harness these powers for peacefl,ll purposes, f0r the 
good of h).lmanity. In this way, sc,ience COJlld transform tbe world 
and m~ke of it a par;J.dise.'' Others say, with regard to crirne, 
''Educate the masses, improve _social conditions, reform o.u.r lives, 
teach men to love one another, raise the standard of living, level out 
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the resources of the world, let all men be equal. 
Utopian state would eventually follow." All this, 
God -out 'of human reckoning. -

CAUSE OF THE STATE OF THE WORLD 

In this way a 
however, rules 

What is the real cause of the state of the world as we see it today? 
It can be summed up in one little word of three letters-siN. 
Man was created in innocence, and in the Paradise of Eden enjoyed 
unbroken communion with his Maker. The fact of his innocency is 
denoted by the fact that our first parents "Were both naked, and 
they were not ashamed." But jealous and wicked eyes were watch
ing the happypair, and a plan was formed in the Satanic mind, not 
only to mar the bliss of man, but more, to seek revenge against God 
Himself who, because of pride, had ejected the arch-fiend from 
heaven. The tempter chose an opportune moment, and approached 
Eve when she was alone, first of all with the temptation of doubting 

-God : " Hath God said? "; then, secondly, with the subtle suggestion 
and assurance that, if they ate of the forbidden fruit, rather than 
fall they would increase in knowledge and become as gods. Eve 
took the bait, and in her turn seduced Adam, and Satan appeared 
to triumph. At once, after the inoculation of the virus of sin, man 
fell from · his .high altar of innocency, and rather than desire un
interrupted communion with God, _ turned his back on his Creator 
and hid in the dark recesses of the garden. 

Aware now of his nakedness and sinfulness, they tried to hide 
these by making aprons of fig leaves. In this way, even today, tnen 
would fain try to cover their sin by weaving the coverings of their 
own religiousness and self-righteousness. Adam and Eve would 
have remained in that state with no inclination to return, they had 
fallen so low; but God, · in His wondrous grace, knowing that man, 
of his own accord, would not turn to Him, came into the garden 
·and sought them out. " Adam, where art thou? " They were thus 
dragged out from their dark refuge, they were brought out into 
the open, they were made to confess their sin and by grace were 
restored to Divine favour. The fig-leaf aprons were discarded as 
useless and inadequate, and replaced by -coats made from the skins 
of animals. - This is the first example o( substitution. Nevertheless, 
they still bore the marks oftheir crime r and -troubles, pain, sweat, 
toil and labour and death were to be the lot of humanity until the 
end of time and the restoration of all things_ 

-This being the case,, man needs more than knowledge, education 
-or reformation. He ,needs something more radical. He needs re-
generatio:q, a New Birth, a spiritual reslll'!'e,ction, and this can only 
be operated by the omnipotence ofth~ _ _lfoly. Spirit of God. ''The 
wind bloweth where it listeth; and thou be.arest the sound thereof, 

. - . . . . J . 
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but canst not tell where it cometh, and whither it goeth; so 1s 
everyone that . is born of the Spirit" (John 31 : 8). It stands to 
reason, therefore, that even if men agreed, could agree, that all the 
discoveries of science and education should be put to useful uses, 
they could, in nowise, change the heart of sinful man. The state 
of the human heart after the fall is well depicted in Genesis 6 : 5 : 
"And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart, was only 
evil oorttinually." What a need there is for preachers to insist, 
continually, untiringly, on the need of the New.Birth. 

GOD IS FORGOTTEN 

But to return to the story of Babel.. It is evideU:t that the essence 
of the temptation, injected in the heart of men, was doing its work. 
Rather than turn to God in penitence and true contrition He was 
forgotten entirely. " Let us make us a name" (Gen . . 11 : 4). Is not 
that the principle which is abroad today? The virus c;>f sin, · de
parture from God, alienation from the Creator, has not lost. its 
potency during the course of ages. As_ the age draw~ towards its 
inevitable close, it appears to be even more virulent. Man will 
not have God, he must be independent of Him, he must conquer 
even · the great forces of nature. Man has conquered, to . some 
extent, the force of gravity, and has the air at his command. He 
has been able to reach the ocean depths, and now he seeks to con
quer space. Yea, steps are in progress to reach the moon,. and 
who is bold enough to declare that he will not do so? Who would 
have thought fifty years ago that men would have flown through 
the air, and have been able not only to talk to one another but 
even to see one another through space by radio and television? 
When will man reach the limit? Where will he stop? Will he 
ever stop? In one thing man has failed, he has never been able 
to produce life; That is God's prerogative. 

But as at Babel, God is watching from on high. '' And the Lord 
came down to see the citY and the tower which the children of 
men builded " (Genesis ' 11 : 5). likewise, God is not oblivious to 
all that is going on, and to men's attempts to build a world system 
which will be independent of Him. The cry today is unity. It was 
so at Babel, ' in fact .. one of ' the reasons for building the tower was 
that it might be a rallying point for all people, with a view of 
keeping them together. But, unity without God, even if possible, 
which it is not, would be disastrous. Such is t4e claim of Com
munism : rule God out, not only from this world, but from the 
Universe itself. "God's mills grind slowly, but they grind exceeding 
small." He is long-suffering; but one day He Will manifest His 
power in the · face of the whole world. As in the time of .Babel men 
are seeking unity : " Behold the people is one " (in its intention). 
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As at Babel they have begun, they proceed, and where will they 
end? "And they begin to do, and now nothing will be restrained 
from them, which they have imagined to do" (Genesis 11 : 6). 

GOD'S DAY IS COMING 

The vain imaginings of men will be brought low, as at Babel. 
Wi:th one omnipotent blow there was confusion, and the work ceased. 
So it ~ill be one day when the Lord shall say: "It is enough! " 
Man Will go thus far, but no further. When will that be? When 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, and 
the only Ruler of Princes, shall step down from Heaven in His 
Glory and : " The Lord alone shall be exalted in that day " (Isaiah 
2 : 11). Then our much-vaunted civilisation will be shattered at 
One blow; the Christ rejectors will meet their well-deserved doom 
and the cry, " The Lord God omnipotent reigneth," will rend the 
heavens. It will be then that "Every knee shall bow to the Lord, 
and every tongue confess that He is Lord." 

Reader, where do you stand in view of this momentous event? 
Will you be ready when the cry goes forth : " Behold the bridegroom 
cometh, go ye forth to meet Him ! " Will you acclaim Him as your 
Saviour, your Lord and your King, or will you join in the dreadful 
wail : " Mountains fall on us, and rocks cover us, and hide us from 
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb. For the great day of His wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?" (Revelation 6: 16-17). 

Who shall be able to stand? Only those who by divine grace 
have been born .again, washed of their sins in the blood of the 
Lamb. They, and they only, will stand before the throne, clothed 
i.n white robes, with palms in their hands (Revelation 7 : 9). 

READER, WHERE ART THOU? 

Dear reader, " Where art thou? ,_, You may be good as men 
call good, moral, and even religious, but has the great change been 
effected by the Holy Spirit in your heart? Have you been regener
ated? Have you passed from .death unto life? Are you Christ's? 
Have you seen in Him your Saviour and Lord by a God-given 
faith? If so, all will be well; but Test not .content until you are 
assured of your teal union with Christ: " Seek ye .the Lord while 
He may be 'found, -call upon Him while He is near" (Isaiah 55 .: 6). 

Can anything be done? As men are building the modern ·Babel 
it :behoves those who 'God has called to preach the -Gospel to !Te
,€fou'b1e their efforts t0 warn, to exhor.t, to persuade men m their 
id~~get._ M-ay -the L'Ord raise up me?, i~ these latter. -days, to 
p:rea~h_ the Gospel .tff the Grace 'df God wrth no uncertam s(!)uncl. 
Ih thi's -way and in this -way a1lone tall!l men see their da-ager a1ild 
-flee ir<>rn the wra1!h t!) come. The ,on1y safe -shelter from the 
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coming storm is to be found in the Rock of Ages, in the Cross of 
the Redeemer. 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
I fain would tak.e my stand

The shadow of a mighty Rock 
Within a weary land; 

A home within a wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat 
And the burden of the day. 

I take, 0 Cross, thy shaqow 
For my abiding place ; 

I ask no other sunshine than 
The sunshine of His face; 

Content to let the world go by, 
To know no gain nor loss,

My sinful self my only shame, 
My glory all the Cross. 

Le Pla11el, Torteval, 
Guernsey, Channel Islands. 

Miss E. C. D. Clephane (1830-1869). 

" MY SOUL CLEA VETH UNTO THE DUST : . . 

QUICKEN THOU ME ACCORDING TO THY WORD" 

FAITH'S CRY IN DESERTION 

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE PASTOR J. w. TOBITT 

(Hastings) 1899 

u My soul cleaveth unto the dust; quicken Thou me accoiTding to 
Thy Word."-Psa. 119: 25. 

It is very helpful to note in the Scriptures of truth the divers 
exercises that the real people of God are the subjects of. Most 
certainly they are not always on the Mount of Transfiguration; 
much of their time is spent in the valley of humiliation; the latter 
prepares for the forrner, the former prepares for the latter. You 
frequently find David speaking of, and confessing before God, his 
poverty, his utter helplessness, and his absolute insufficiency in 
spiritual matters. This experience, though very mortifying to the 
pride of the human heart, is very salutary, as I shall hope to show 
you before I finish my sermon. 

In our text, the Psalmist speaks of an exercise, which confession 
doubtless . sounds very singular in the ears of those who are not 
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taught by the Spirit of the living God: .«My soulcleaveth unto, the 
dwt." Dust is the serpent's meat, and David painfully felt that 
there was that in him that evf:'!n clave to the serpent's food. 

But we observe further, however the real child of God is exercised, 
however low he sinks in his feelings, there is a certain principle 
within him, called " precious faith," s6 that through evil report and 
through good report, in prosperity and in adversity, whether of a 
~mporal or spiritual nature, this principle causes him to cleave to, 
to trust in, and to han<g upan his God in Christ. 

It is in this varying, fluctuating, and withal painful experience 
that the genuine nature of our religion and of our. faith in God 
is proved. How is the sea-worthiness of a vessel tested ? You 
may bring all the shipbuilding experts to examine most strictly a 
vessel just built, and lying in the docks; but put that vessel out to 
sea, let it encounter mountain-billows, fierce storms, and tremendous 
gales, and at the end of that voyage, we shall be able to ascertain 
the sea-worthiness or otherwise of that particular vessel. So the 
place of trial is the place of testing, and l have sometimes thought 
it worth a thousand worlds to have the genuineness of the work of 
grace proved to our satisfaction. I am sure we come out of such 
an ordeal established in God. 

We find Job, in the very deeps of his trial and afflictions, cleaving 
to the Lord. Never did a more God-glorifying expression of faith 
emanate from . a believer's heart than tHat of Job, when he cried, 
a Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him ." That is the nature 
of vital faith wherever it is found. It will not let God go; faith 
binds God to the soul and the soul to God, .a:nd if your faith is not 
of God, these fiery trials will burn it up, and perhaps that will be a 
blessing to you ! The exercised believer cries, " I will cling to the 
hand that smites; though He puts me from Him, though He hides 
His face , though He covers His throne with a cloud, I will cleave 
to Him, and if I perish, I will perish looking unto the everlasting 
hills, even unto Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; from whence cometh 
my help." You never will perish, my hearer, and if you ta:lk like 
that in the place of fiery trial, you have the faith of God's elect in 
you, and the fire will not burn it up. Put faith into the furnace , 
it is not consumed; throw it into the ocean, it is , not drowned, 
it is impregnable, even as its ' Author; yea, the faith of God's elect 
is the LIFE OF Goo in the soul of a sinner. 

I.-A CONFESSION 

Notice firstly, A CONFESSION: "My soul cleaveth unto the dust;" 
Well, David, what do you want to do? Why do you make such a 
doleful confessioi)? Well, the good .man wanted to fly, but he found 
his wings would not work; he wanted to get near the Lord, but he 
found, with all his striving, he could not do so; he wanted to pray, 
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to pour out his heart before the Lord, but the thoughts would not 
come; the result was, the words did not flow. You often · feel that, 
don't you? and so does the person occupying the· pulpit; you are 
not to think, because you are the subject of such a trying experience, 
that you are not a Christian. The devil will be sure to tell you you 
are not right, informing you that if you were right you would not 
have such exercises. The fact is, if you were wrong you would 
not have them. Living people are sensitive, mere machines have no 
feelings. "My soul cleaveth unto the dust." 

Was David happy in that condition? Did he sit down, fold his 
arms, and say, "Well, lam one of God's people, it does no.t matter 
about my feeling like this. I am in the covenant-this is the old 
man, it is human nature, I shall be all .right at last?" No, he did 
not talk like that. " My soul cleaveth unto the dust" is the language 
of a heart that is wretched! It is the ingenuous confession of a 
heart that is desolate, miserable, and cast down.. I would not give 
much for your religion if you are happy without the presence of 
Christ, no, I would not! If it satisfies you to go to chapel, read 
the Bible, and say your prayers, and you want nothing beyond, I 
would not stand in your shoes for the whole world; but it is a sign 
of a healthy soul to be disconsolate without the realised presence of 
the Lord. The religion of Jesus Christ is a feeling religion, it is 
one of life and labour. I am very, very grieved at heart when I 
hear people who are professors of truth speak disrepectfully of ex
perience. If you have the life of God in your soul, you must have 
experience, and this experience will be ever fluctuating and varied. 
The Christian who misses the presence of Christ, who cannot pour 
out his heart in prayer, who cannot hear the Word with power, is 
sad, he is not satisfied in this state, and it is a good thing he is not. 
The very language of his heart is found · in the 23rd chap. of Job : 
u Oh that I knew where· I might find Him! That I might come 
e.ven to His seat ! " He does not say, " I am in the Lord, I am 
perfect in Him; though I am feeling carnal and sinful, yet I will 
not trouble about it, it is all right." No! a living soul does not 
express himself like that, but rather, " Oh that I 'knew where I 
might find Him ! l am not happy without Him, I would order my 
cause before Him, and fill my mouth with arguments, I · would fall 
down before His sacred Majesty, and tell Him all. I would tell Him 
how my soul cleaveth to · the dust. I cannot speak ·cheery words, 
nor carry a cheerful countenance till my Lord ' comes again." 

I have stated that this confession comes from a wretched heart, a 
miserable heart. I see involved in it something further : it comes 
from one who has a sense of sin, a realisation of pollution. "My 
soul cleaveth unto the dust"-'' the serpent feeds on dust, and my 
soul even cleaves to the things that the serpent feeds upon ~ '; and 
I am persuaded the child of God who is passing through this . par~ 
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ticular phrase of experience has a painful consciousness of defile
ment. He not only feels carnality of mind--it is a good thing he 
feels it, it is a very sad sign to be carnal, and not to groan under it;. 
it is a very great mark in your favour if, when feeling carnally 
minded, you sigh because of it, for blessed are those who mourn 
over a hard heart, a carnal mind, a worldly spirit-this poor child 
gf God, I say, not only feels carnality of mind, but he is sensible 
of sin on the conscience; finding: a cleaving to earthly objects, and 
pursuits, and to self, the result is, a pressure of guilt, and he 
concludes himself unworthy to be in the company of God's saints. 
If he does not literally hang his head down, his soul is bowed down 
like a bulrush. If ever · he felt to need a fresh plunge into that 
crimson fountain of Christ's blood, it is at such a time as this. 
His prayer is, "My soul cleaveth unto the dust, and the dust cleaves 
to my robe; wash me and I shall be whiter than snow; purge me 
with hyssop, even the hyssop of faith in that precious blood, and r 
shall be clea:n in tny heart, clean in my conscience, clean in my 
mind." 

The man of God realised the burden of a carnal mind, he groaned 
under the weight of a guilty conscience, now he takes a wise course : 
he goes to the throne of grace, he tells the Lord about it . It is a 
very good way to get ease of mind, to confess one's sin and carnality; 
you have found it so, have you not, my dear hearers? However low 
you may sink in your experiences, however destitute of grace you 
conclude yourselves to be, if you can just fall down on your knees 
and tell the Lord exactly your state and case, as a child would 
tell a parent, you will find relief. 

" Only just tell Me thy greatest grief, 
Whisper thy hidden care; 

Even the telling will bring thee relief, 
Giving thee less to bear." 

That is exactly what David did. 
I very frequently, before I come to preach, have to do this myself. 

I tell Him I am just like a log of wood; as destitute of power to 
lift myself up, or to put myself into a good frame, as a bit of wood. 
"Now, Lord," I say, " quicken me, put fresh life into me; Thou art 
the resurrection of Thy own graces in the hearts of Thy people, 
let me prove once more the power of Thy ·resurrection; for my soul 
cleaveth unto the dust." 

There are many things that make us carnally minded and defiled 
in the conscience; there are a variety of influences at work without 
and within us, that have a tendency to wither up all spirituality 
in our souls; there are times when we appear to be like trees in 
winter, without any sign of life; but, blessed be God, there is life in 
the root, and if Jesus Christ has once shone upon our souls, we 
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shall never be satisfied until He shines again, and this shining of 
Christ on our soul proves He is ours, and we are His in everlaiting 
bonds that can never be broken. Let me give you this word of 
advice : whenever, even MORE THAN USUAL, a sense of your poverty 
is forced upon you, tell the Lord about it, and you will prove that 
'a secret of easement, though it may not always bring great comfort 
at the time. 

H.-A PRAYER 

Secondly, A PRAYER. "Quicken Thou me." This is the work 
of God alone. Under whatever form we consider life, it is truly a 
wonderful thing; all the scientific men of the world combined, with 
their wisdom and skill, could never put even the germ of life into 
a seed. Life comes from God. Whatever kind of life we think 
about, God is its Author. 

I am now addressing Christians. Who first quickened our souls 
into spiritual and consequently eternal life? So many, and so strong, 
have been the powers that have come against that life, that had 
it not been hid in Christ, it would have failed long, long ago; but 
here is the secret of our perseverance to the end : our life, and the 
springs of it, are not in self, but in another, even in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The believer has a spiritual intelligence, and an inward 
experience of this matter; hence, in all his spiritual decays, in all 
his spiritual declensions, he knows from whence life must and does 
come, and as he journeys along the wilderness, he prizes increasingly 
the renewings of the Holy Ghost. God renews literally the face of 
the earth, and He also sends forth His Spirit into His people's 
hearts, and renews His own graces there. 

You find a similar prayer expressed in somewhat different words 
in the Book of Canticles. The Church there cries, "Awake, 0 
north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the 
spices ·thereof may flow out "-she means the garden of her soul
" Let my beloved come into His garden, and eat His pleasant 
fruits." My friends, before I go further, let me ask, are you all 
really exercised like this, or am I speaking of things that are foreign 
to some of you ? Have you indeed this power of godliness that 
operates, more or less, in your life? . Have you this earnest living 
thirst after Christ in seasons of spiritual declension? Do you cry 
to Him for the renewings of the Holy Ghost? Now Christ graciously 
responds, "I am come into My garden, My sister, My spouse; I 
have rrathered My myrrh with My spice; I have eaten My honey
comb ~ith My honey; I have drunk My wine with My milk; eat, 
0 friends : drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." These figures 
all set forth the different provisions of the Gospel, and Christ brings 
therri when He comes and then we have a feast. A dear friend 
said to me by letter, £,It. does not take much of God to fill the 
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heart." That witness is quite true ! Christ soon fills the heart, and 
the cup overflows. This is not natural excitement, one's natural 
feelings touched; no, but the resurrection of the holy graces, the 
sweet fruits of the Holy Spirit in the heart, by the visitations of the 
Lord to the soul. That was how the Church prayed, and that was 
how Christ answered her prayer. 

''Quicken Thou me." Why, David, could you not do that work 
yourself? Could you not put yourself into a lively frame of mind? 
" No, I am utterly helpless," would have been qis reply. If there is 
one word I am more thankful for than another, it is that beautiful 
promise concerning Christ in the 72nd Psalm; " He shall deliver 
the needy when he crieth." What do they often need deliverance 
from? From a state of declension, from an experience of carnality, 
from languishing frames. "The poor also." It is the last clause 
that specially charms my heart, and that I bless God for-" and 
him that hath no helper." "No Helper! " These are the souls that 
Christ will bless; these are the souls prepared for the richest con
solations of the Holy Ghost. 

"Quicken Thou me." David by this prayer wanted the Lord to 
quicken his faith. Our faith often appears to lie dormant, and is not 
in exercise. "Lord, quicken my faith in Thyself, in Thy Word, 
and in Thy Christ." He wanted the Lord to quicken his hope. 

What is the hope of a Christian? I have sometimes heard people 
remark they cannot get beyond a hope. You need not wish to get 
beyond hope this side of the grave, and you never will if you have 
the right kind. What is a good hope? Hope is a confident ex
pectation of future good, wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, 
and founded on the Word of promise. 

Have you such a hope as that? The hope of the hypocrite shall 
perish, whereas the hope of a real Christian is eternal life, nothing 
short of that ! " In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot 
lie, promised before the world began." Now, when we are in 
trouble, and when sin prevails and grace declines, our hope con
cerning the future is not very bright. No! At such times it is 
possible for us to have very gloomy forebodings. Hence David 
prays, " Quicken my hope of a blissful immortality, and if Thou 
dost quicken my hope, it will keep my head above water." By 
this prayer he wanted the Lord to quicken his love. Are you satis
fied with your love to the Lord? with your love to His dear people? 
Are you quite contented with your love to His holy Word? You 
are in a very lamentable condition if you are. " Lord, quicken 
my love to Thyself, quicken my love to Thy people, and to Thy 
\Vord." There are seasons in the experience of a true believer 
when it appears to him he has no love at all. 
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Perhaps there is a poor Christian here who seems like that tonight. 
You imagine you have got to the end of your tether, you conclude 
there is not a bit Of spiritual love in your heart to the Lord or His 
people. I am going to test you. What would give you very great 
delight? Would it be some sweet intimation from Christ that He 
loves you, that He died for you, is now interceding for you, and 
will take you to heaven by and by? Would this give you sacred 
pleasure? " My dear sir," you say, " it would fill my heart with 
heaven." Then why do you express yourself like that? The fact 
is, underneath all your doubts, fears, sins, and guilt, there is a 
spiritual affection to the Lord Jesus Christ and His appearing. 

Have you forgotten that excellent word dear Paul wrote to 
Timothy not long before his martyrdom? " Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love His appearing." Now YOU DO LOVE 
HIS APPEARING, DO YOU NOT? That is why some of you have come 
to the Tabernacle this evening, to get a glimpse of Christ. Could you 
hate Him, turn your back on Him, and have your fling in the 
world? You know you could not take such a course. If you speak 
honestly, there is found in your heart a spiritual affection to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He has put it there, and I tell you what it 
proves-that there is everlasting love in His heart towards you. 
You would never have loved Him if He had not first loved you. 
If there is found love in your heart to · Christ, you may venture on 
His everlasting love for you, for " we love Him because He first 
loved us." So David evidently prayed that his love might be 
quickened. 

I might thus enumerate all the graces of the Holy Spirit, but time 
will not permit. " Quicken my gratitude, my patience, my strength, 
to run in the way of Thy commandments, in the way of Thy fear." 
With all our heart we cry, "Quicken Thou; me." 

111.-A RULE 

Thirdly, A RULE; the Psalmist says here, "According to Thy 
Word." He did not desire any kind of quickening, but he sought a 
Scriptural quickening. That is what I want, I do not seek any
thing else; I pray, " Quicken me according to a Scriptural rule," 
but what is that? 

Firstly, it is the way of the Holy Spirit to quicken the hearts of 
God's people by the written Word. You have that indicated in this 
very psalm, in two verses particularly : " This is my comfort in my 
affliction, for Thy word hath quickened me." "I will never forget . 
Thy precepts.: for with them Thou hast quickened me." I am 
sure it would be a good course for the people of God to pitch upon, 
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~hen deeply exercised by external circumstances or internal tempta
tiOns, to take down the Holy Scriptures and meditate therein. 

In another psalm David wrote, "He sent His Word and healed 
them." Have you found this true in your own experiences? It may 
be, my hearer, you were in some temporal distress, it caused your 
heart to be bowed down; possibly you stood in need of pecuniary 
help, and did not know where it could come from, every door 
seemed closed; but one day, you remember, do you not? a word 
came like dew from heaven; the result was sweet, it revived your 
drooping heart and the graces of the Holy Spirit, your faith was in 
exercise in the promise, hope looked out for its fulfilment, and love 
went up to the Person who spoke the word, there was truly a 
resurrection. " This is my comfort in my affliction : for Thy Word 
hath quickened me." It was a reason for your hope. It may have 
been weeks and months you waited for its fulfilment, but you still 
hoped in the word, and reminded the Lord of it, pleading as David 
did, " Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou 
hast caused me to hope." Did you wait in vain? A thousand 
noes! You know the day, and all about the circumstances. An 
envelope came one morning addressed to you, and in that envelope 
there was more than the sum of money you stood in need of at 
that particular time. The promise brought resurrection power to 
your faith, hope, and love, and when the word was verified there 
was a resurrection of heartfelt gratitude. 

"Quicken Thou me according to Thy Word." Oh! how precious 
God in His Word becomes to us in the path of trial! I do see so 
much sweetness in that beautiful expression of the . Psalmist, "I was 
brought low "-my poor heart did not like it, it rebelled, repined, 
and gave way to unbelief-" and He helped me." This is an ex
perience which is Christ-endearing and God-glorifying. " In the 
day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider : 
God also hath set the one over against th,e other, to the end that 
man should find nothing after him." So, "Quicken Thou me 
according to Thy Word." Let it be a Scriptural quickening. 

But there is still another important meaning. " Quicken Thou 
me according to Thy Word "-i.e. the Incarnate Word. Ever re
member the Scriptures and the Son of God bear one name; never 
speak lightly of the Scriptures, for in doing so' you dishonour Christ. 
Does Christ live for ever? So does the Word. These twain are 
one, and you cannot separate them; in receiving any part or portion 
of the Holy Scriptures into your heart's affections, by that act and 
deed you receive the Incarnate Word; and in rejecting, despising, 
or quibbling with any part or portion of the Word, bear in mind 
these acts and deeds have their termination upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is a very important truth and powerful word of dear 
Hart's-
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" The Scriptures and the Lord 
Bear one tremendous name; 

The written and th' Incarnate Word 
In all things are the same." 

21 

How people conversant with that hymn, how people conversant 
with the Holy Scriptures, can speak of them as a dead letter, has 
been for many years a puzzle to me. It is clearly stated by Peter, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, that the Word of God 
" liveth and abideth for ever "; hence, if you build upon God's 
Word, you do not build upon a dead thing, you rest upon that 
which is living and abiding. 

But to revert to the petition, " Quicken Thou me according to 
Thy Incarnate Word." How is this answered? What does this 
quickening mean? I will tell you. It is the special prerogative 
and gracious office of the Divine Spirit to take of the things of Christ 
and show them to the believer, to glorify Christ in His Person in 
His atonement, in His righteousness, in His relationships and charac
ters; to glorify Him according to the need of the believer, and from 
these revelations of the Spirit there is a reviving and renewing in 
the inward parts. 

I was talking with a dear Christian only last evening, who is also 
a minister of the gospel, and he was telling me, when under deep 
concern and passing through very great soul trouble, how the Lord 
liberated him, and it was by the word, "The blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from all sin "; he told me there was a peculiar 
glory, a heavenly dignity, in those two words, a HIS SON." What 
was all his sin before the blood of God's Son? Like snow before 
the sun, or wax before the fire, it vanished. A believing apprehen
sion of the Atonement will give a sweet resurrection of the graces 
of the Spirit in the hearts of God's people, and so quicken me 
with ·a believing apprehension of the Incarnate's Word. 

IV.-THE BLESSEDNESS 

I was going to speak, fourthly, of THE BLESSEDNESS of this line 
of experience; the ·Christian is greatly benefited by it. There are 
two sides of experience, you see, the valleys and the hills, and the 
height of the hills is proportionate to the depth of the valleys: As 
we sink, we rise. In proportion as we realise our poverty, our sinful
ness, and utter helplessness, do we value and learn the all-sufficiency 
of El Shaddai, our God in Christ. It is a beneficial experience, 
I will tell you why. 

First, because it keeps the Christian realising his dependence. Now 
suppose the Christian were always on the mount, Satan could make 
that a place of temptation, and he does. He would unduly lift up 
that person and say, "See what great grace you have! \.Yhat a 
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remarkable experience yours is? How spiritually minded you are ! " 
and so forth, so that eventually he would become independent. 
He must go down to the valleys again, and there feel his entire 
inability to pray, to read the Word, to preach, to love, to do anything 
spiritual; he must go down, but he shall come up again, and by 
these contrary exercises, the one set over against the other, he is 
made to feel his dependence upon the Lord, and that is a precious 
experience ! 

Then again, in this line of experience he becomes established. For 
many a long year he had been praying for assurance, and he 
thought it would come instantaneously that the Lord would say, 
" I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
Mine." That was the way he had chalked out; but the Lord 
empties him from vessel to vessel, and in this way he is trained up 
to trust in the Lord, and trained up to know where his help lies; 
in all these experiences the roots of his faith strike out deeper, and 
wider, and firmer into Christ, and in that manner he becomes 
and the assurance thus gained is worth having. 

[EDITOR's NoTE.-We are glad to have received the above Sermon 
from a friend of The Gospel Magazine, who writes: "Mr. J W. 
Tobitt, the late beloved Pastor of the Tabernacle Chapel, Hastings, 
was Pastor of the Tabernacle for thirty years, and d ied in January, 
1928. . . . I have two bound volumes of his Sermons."] 

As the object of preaching the Gospel is to exalt the Lord 
Jesus, and so to strengthen the faith and animate the souls of the 
Lord's family, that preaching is most conducive to their establish
ment, and to the promotion of God's glory, which does not work 
upon the natural feelings, by an appeal to the passions, and refer
ence to peculiar circumstances, but, by an exhibition of the Lord 
.Jesus, as the sum and substance of all 'revelation, excites the be
liever to the exercise of that faith, which works by love, and pro
duces every desirable feeling in its proper place, making us forgetful 
of our own positions or trials while we are rejoicing .in Him, 
beholding " the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ."-Rev. Dr. A. HEWLETT. 
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PILGRIM PAPERS 

THE CHARGE OF SOULS 
LETTER OF WILLIAM RoMAINE 

23 

_[Wi~liam Romaine was chosen to the rectory at St. Ann's, Black
fnars m 1764; but, owing to a dispute about the election, he was not 
admitted until the beginning of 1776. He was then 51 years of 
age. He wrote this letter when the Lord Chancellor finally settled 
the dispute in his favour.] 

All the blessings of Jesus' love be with dear--- . I was not 
in a hurry to answer your letter, because the time was at hand 
when my Lord Chancellor declared he would end the affair at 
Blackfriars. You have heard of the event. My friends are rejoicing 
all around me, and wishing me that joy which I cannot take. It is 
my Master's will, and I submit. He knows what is best, both for 
His own glory, and His people's good. And I am certain he makes 
no mistake in either of these points. 

But my head hangs down upon the occasion, through the awful 
apprehensions which I ever had of the cure of souls. I am fright
ened to think of watching over two or three thousand, when it is 
work enough to watch over one. The plague of my own heart 
almost wearies me to death; what can I do with such a vast number? 

Besides, I had promised myself a little rest and retirement in the 
evening of life, a nd had already sat down with a " Soul, take thine 
ease." And, lo! my fine plan is broke all to pieces. I am called 
into a public station, and to the sharpest engagement, just as I had 
got into winter quarters- an engagement too, for life. 

I can see nothing before me, so long as the breath is in my body, 
but war-and that with unreasonable men-a divided parish, an 
angry clergy, a wicked Sodom, and a wicked world; all to be re
sisted and overcome: besides all these, a sworn enemy, subtle and 
cruel, with whom I can make no peace, no, not a moment's truce, 
night and day, with all his children, and his host, aiming at my 
destruction. 

When I take counsel of the flesh, I begin to faint. But when I go 
to the sanctuary, I see my cause good, and my Master is Almighty
a tried friend, and then He makes my courage revive. Although 
I am in no way fit for the work, yet He called me to it, and on Him 
I depend for strength to do it, and for success to crown it. I utterly 
despair of doing anything- as of myself, and therefore the more 
I have to do, I shall be forced to live more by faith upon Him. 
In this view I hope to get a great income by my living. I shall want 
my Jesus more, and shall get closer to Him. As He has made my 
application to Him more necessary and more constant, He has given 
me stronger tokens of His love. Methinks I can hear His sweet 
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voice-" Come closer, come closer, soul; nearer yet; I will bring 
you into circumstances that you cannot do one moment without 
Me." 

0 that you could always hear that voice, it would be your 
heaven! and indeed it is His language-'nothing but love is on His 
tongue; but the noise of the flesh sometimes drowns His small still 
voice. Comfort would flow into your heart like a river, if the ears 
of faith were but open to attend to the endearments of Jesus. 
" Soul, thou shalt not live at a distance from Me; I bought thee 
with a great price: thou art mine. When I afflict, it is to bring 
thee nearer to Myself; to make thee glad in Me; to bring thy heart 
to Me. Thou shalt not make up thy comforts in the streams; come, 
come up nearer, nearer, still, to the fountain-head. To make thee, 
to force thee, to live happy in My fulness, I will dry up the streams, 
and so will I teach thee to make Me all in all." 

The infinitely lovely Lamb of God teach you this lesson! All His 
word preaches it, all His providences proclaim it. Every cross says, 
Go to Jesus, live near His bleeding heart, or else I shall break the 
back of your patience. Every difficulty says, Go to Jesus, and He 
will make you strong in the . power of His might to overcome: 
The world, and all the things in it say. and the believer has ear to 
hear, Go to Jesus, there is no good in us-it is all in Him. What-

' ever comes, I go to Jesus with it, and all is well; His smiles are 
humbling, His rod is sanctifying; in all His dealings He is good, 
and doeth good. 

I know these things as well in theory as I see the words upon the 
paper. But to practise them is indeed hard, except in His strength 
to whom all things are possible: in it and by it all the things we 
meet with will not only bring us to live more upon Christ, but will 
also bring us to live more to Christ. By doing the one we do the 
other. He that makes Him all, shows forth most of His praise. 
What can glorify Christ like that believer who attempts nothing 
without consulting Him, undertakes no work or duty but in His 
strength, rejoices in nothing but in Jesus, and in His salvation? 

0 that you may learn, my dear friend, thus to exalt King Jesus! 
I would have you to be ever bringing some honour to Him, by 
making Him your all in deed and in truth. Praise His fulness by 
living always upon it, and then He ~ill make you always happy. 
Let Him be all your salvation imd all your desire: all your salvation, 
as to the merit of it; all your desire, as to the efficacy of it; all your 
salvation in purchase; all your desire in e~joyment. So He is in 
heaven: 0 that we could make Him so upon earth! 

I have one favour to beg of you. Do not refu~e me. You see my 
station-you hear my difficulties. Will you remember me to Him 
who calleth the things that be not as though they were? He can 
send to war at His cost, and for His glory. If you love me, make 
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mention of me when you go to court. Pray for usefulness and for 
humility. I cease not to mention you. 
February 4th, 1766. W. RoMAINE. 

AN OLD MAN 

WILLIAM RoMAINE oN His SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY 

[It were to be wished, for the sake of posterity, that a man whose 
heart was so whole with God, and whose very soul was in the work 
of Christ, had kept a diary, or committed more of his thoughts and 
the occurrences of his life to writing. But . among all his papers 
only one of this sort has been found, entitled <<An Old Man," and 
written on the day when he attained to the age of threescore years 
and ten. A happier day was never spent on earth. Take the 
description of it in his own words.-Biography.] 

" Through the gdicious hand of my God I have this day arrived 
at the age of man; I have therefore set it apart for meditation, 
prayer, and praise. May the Holy Spirit help me to improve it, 
that I may spend the little of my remaining time with more faith 
and unceasing gratitude. 

" When I look back, I would be all adoration. As a creature I 
worship the Creator. Once · I was nothing, and He brought me 
into being. 0, what distinguishing favour to make me a rational 
creature! 

" And as I was a ruined man, a sinner guilty, helpless, miserable ! 
0 , what sovereign grace to make me a new man! Who can tell (I 
cannot) how great the love was which provided a Saviour for such 
a rebel! What patience, how infinite? To spare me through 
childhood, through youth, through manhood, when every day, and 
every thing in the day, were calling aloud for vengeance. I might 
have been many years ago in hell, and most justly; and now I adore 
the long-suffering of God, which kept me out of it. H e had purposes 
of love toward me, which he made known in his own. time and way. 
It was sovereign love which brought me to know myself, and to 
know Jesus. His own holy Spirit begun and carried on the work. 
He opened mine eyes to understand the Scriptures. He gave me 
to believe their truth, and to feel their power; and now I set my 
seal to every word in them; finding God to be true and faithful, 
true in the promise, faithful in the fulfilment. Receive Christ
one with him-live by him-live on him-worship him-do all on 
earth as well as I can, till he enable me to do it better in heaven. 

" In this believing view of things, I acknowledge that I have lived 
to a blessed time. All that is worth enjoying has been freely given 
to me. By the quickening grace of the Spirit, brought into oneness 
with J esus, and to partake of the Father's love in Him, all is mine. 
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Glory be to the Father, Son, and Spirit in the highest, the covenant
ing trinity is mine. These are the prospects ~hich faith, looking 
back, opens to the Christian with delight; and thereby renders my 
present condition a subject of praise and thankfulness. 

"My time is almost run out, and what is short is now also but 
labour and sorrow. So says the Oracle. And I feel it. The in
firmities of age, the decay of the faculties of mind as well as body, 
consequently usefulness in one's place and station dying daily, these 
are always giving warning that the house made with hands must 
soon be taken down. It begins to be very troublesome to keep it 
up. One prop falls after another, and repeats the lesson-You 
must soon be turned out. Look after the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. Blessed be God for giving us the earnest of 
his Spirit, to enable us to look forward with a pleasing hope, when 
mortality shall be swallowed up of life . 

" It is by this same faith that God has reconciled my heart to 
his providence. He is my Father, J esus my portion, and my exceed
ing great reward ; my God, and my Keeper. It is my privilege that 
he is to manage for me. He knows what is best for me, and to him 
I leave it. To be richer or greater, in more health, or in more 
honour, would be no addition to my happiness. I have enough of 
this world's goods. I am content with my place and station, and 
ask for nothing but more thankfulness for what I have. 0 what a 
calm does this bring upon my mind ! Looking back I can see his 
gracious dealings with me in all the events of my life. And he 
has brought me and settle me in the very condition in which I ought 
to be. What has God done? What has he not done to make me 
satisfied? Indeed I have all the reason that ever man had to adore 
him for his providence, and to bless him for his dealings with the 
children of men. 

" This day such are my views of his goodness to me in the time 
past, both in temporal, and also in spiritual mercies. All is well; 
and blessings on his name, the prospect before me, notwithstanding 
the infirmities of age, is comfortable. The promises in the word 
afford exercise for faith, and never-ceasing dependence; not only 
general promises, but also particular, suited exactly to my present 
circumstances. Our God has made gracious provision for old age, 
and has enabled me to make use of it, that through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures, I might now have hope. H e has given 
me a general warrant for my security. I have committed myself 
into his care and keeping; and he has declared, " I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.' This is a continual cordial, and extends its 
heart-felt influence to the special promises, such as Isaiah 46 : 3, 4. 
This is spoken to the whole I srael of God, who have not only the 
life of the body from him, but chiefly the life of the soul. He 
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creates them anew by the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. He is the 
Author-He is the carrier on-He brings that life to its full per
fection. It is every moment supported by his power, and blessed 
with his paternal affection. Age may come, hoary hairs may ap
pear, the vigour of the faculties may decay, but his love is the same. 
He reveals it. He applies it. 

"The old man feels it, and he turns it into the prayer of faith. 
0 my Father, I do hearken unto thee; Thou hast supported, Thou 
hast carried me from my birth to this moment; and I doubt not but 
now in mine old age, and in my hoary . hairs, Thou wilt still carry 
me and bear me, until Thou hast finally delivered me. Amen.
I believe, Lord, it shall be done unto me according to thy word." 
25th September, 1784. WILLIAM RoMAINE. 

Aged Pilgrims 

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE 

FuRTHER REVISION oF THE SociETY's RuLES 

It has ever been the object of successive Committees of the Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society that its administration shall bekept abreast 
of the changing times and circumstances through which it has passed. 
The Society's benefits have therefore been adjusted from time to 
time and its work developed along such lines as were considered to 
be of the greatest advantage to the aged recipients. In this way, 
the Society has never grown out of date in its method of working; 
modifications in its administrative policy having been made at 
different periods according to the prevailing circumstances. 

The Old Age Pensions Act of 1908, for instance, while conferring 
an immense boon on aged people, did not make the work of this 
Society less valuable or necessary. While the common necessities of 
life became more easily procurable by the passing of this Act, many 
little comforts and " extras," so often beyond the reach of aged 
people with small means, were still made possible to the Society's 
aged recipients only by its continued help~ 

In the same way during more recent years, the good work of the 
National Assistance Board and the National Council of Social Service 
Scheme, in granting increased monetary assistance and other help 
for the aged, has caused modifications in the Society's Rules during 
past years, one of which has been the increase of permitted capital 
and income in the cases of applicants for the Society's benefits. 

It is now felt, particularly in view of the forthcoming increase 
in State pensions in 1958, that further revision of the Society's Rules 
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and methods of administration is advisable, and this matter is re· 
ceiving the prayerful attention of the Committee at the present 
time. It is hoped that the suggested revisions will be prepared in 
time for the 151sT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on Saturday, 26th 
April, 1958, to be held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.l., when 
they will be presented for adoption by the Subscribers. The Com
mittee therefore, take this opportunity of asking all subscribers to 
make a special effort to be present on this important occasion. 

fREDERICK J. WILDERSPIN. 

THE NEw HoME AT EviNGTON 

The 150th year of this time-honoured and God-honoured Society 
has been one of much anxiety and very great difficulty. Increasing 
costs have placed a very heavy burden upon the shoulders of the 
Committee, but they would thankfully record that they are not 
without evidences that the Lord is still mindful of the Society. Not 
only has the work been maintained at its present level in the matter 
of pensions, grants, homes and nursing services, but the extension 
of the newest Home at Evington, with an up-to-date Nursing block, 
is progressing well. The completion of this work will provide added 
residential accommodation and nursing facilities so much needed 
in these days for aged members of the "household of faith." The 
carrying out of this work is indeed a venture of faith on the part of 
the Committee, and they earnestly trust that the Lord's divine ap
proval may be manifest in the provision of the necessary means. 

CHRISTMAS GRANTS 

This Christmas was again observed by making a Christmas grant 
of £1 to all the Society's pensioners who do not live in one of its 
Homes. More than ever this year was this extra amount useful in 
bringing some little extra comfort and cheer to our old people who 
are still endeavouring to keep their own little homes going. This 
boon is made possible only by the continued help of the Lord's 
people whom He inclines, particularly at this time of the year, to 
give according to their means for the benefit of His aged-and m 
some cases, afflicted-poor. 

I have another reason for writing, which is to wish you a happy 
New Year, the happiest of all you ever saw; and therefore I wish 
you more, still more enjoyment, of our infinitely rich, everlastingly 
precious Jesus. You will live to a blessed purpose, if every day 
of this New Year you get more out of self, and live more in and on 
Jesus.-William Romaine, 1766. 
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CURRENT TOPICS 

MORE ABOUT LOURDES 

In connection with the Roman Catholic propaganda respecting 
the centenary of Lourdes on February 11th, 1958, we have already 
indicated how this observance was built upon the " visions " of an 
ignorant child of 14, Bernadette Soubirous. 

The " visions " at the cave at Lourdes are said to have been 
eighteen, from February 11th to July 16th, 1858. In the visions 
the child is said to have been told to " kiss the ground " and to " eat 
the grass" (as they do now at Inchicore in Eire). There were the 
usual messages-that people should come to the spot, that a chapel 
should be built on it-and also a story of the miraculous making of 
a healing spring. On March 25th (the feast of the Annunciation) 
the young girl is said to have asked the lady three times for her 
name and to have received the answer, "l am the Immaculate 
Conception." 

RELIANCE UPON VISIONS 
It is true to say that modern Romanism is largely built upon 

alleged " visions " of children and nuns. 

The cult of Lourdes became so popular and successful that similar 
cults developed, notably that of" Our Lady of Fatima" in Portugal. 
Fatima (1917) has also developed into a major shrine, and this year 
its fortieth anniversary was marked by hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims. 

Three children-Lucia, a girl of ten, and her two younger cousins, 
a boy of nine and a girl of seven-are said to have had a vision 
of the Virgin Mary on May 13th, 1917. They were tending sheep 
at Fatima, a village in Portugal some sixty miles north of Lisbon. 
They had skimped the saying of the Rosary, when there was a vivid 
flash of lightning, followed by a second flash, when they saw a 
beautiful lady, about eighteen years old, dressed in a white vesture 
but with a mantle covering her head and flowing round her body, 
richly edged with gold. The message was : " But you must say the 
Rosary, and say it properly." In Roman Catholic literature, Fatima 
stands for " Our Lady's Urgent Call for the Recitation of the 
Rosary." 

Even the aged Pope himself was said to have had at Rome in 
1950 the same miraculous vision-" there was renewed for his eyes 
the prodigy of this valley" (Fatima). This was the report of a 
Cardinal at Fatima in 1951. 
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Similar" visions" were repeated near Calais in 1953 on the part 
of a boy of nine and a half, followed by others. A woman of 24 said : 
" The Virgin asked me before leaving the grotto to have a chapel 
built on the STJOt to which the sick and infirm could go to be healed. 
She said that she is <THE MADONNA OF LouRDEs." 

How sad all this is-it is all so true to Paul's words in his last 
letter : " They shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto FABLES " (1 Timothy 4: 4). 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTlON 

The propaganda about Lourdes is intended to advance the Roman 
Catholic doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. It is designed " to attract the attention of non
Catholics and remind them of our Lady's special place in the story 
of Redemption" (1957 announcement). In the words of a Roman 
Catholic writer : " The miracle of Lourdes is the greatest and most 
Catholic of modern times, since it implied the affirmation of the 
Dogma of the Immaculate Conception by the lips of our Lady 
herself." 

The present Pope, Eugenio Pacelli, the diplomat who became 
pope in 1939, has been so active in advancing Mariolatry. On 
November 1st, 1950, he proclaimed the Dogma of the Assumption 
of the B.V.M. into heaven; on December 8th, 1954, he marked the 
centenary of the decree of the Dogma of the Immaculate Concep
tion, and now he marks the centenary of Lourdes on February 11th, 
1958, which is intended to advance the same doctrine. 

What is the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception? It is not (as 
so manv seem to think) the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is the doctrine that Mary herself was conceived and born without 
spot or stain of original sin. It attributes to Mary that sinlessness 
which belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ alone. 

He alone claimed to be sinless (Heb. 4: 15, 16; 1 Peter 1: 18, 19 ; 
2 Cor. 5: 20, 21; John 8: 46). Mary never did so-indeed she took 
her place as a sinner, acknowledging God to be her Saviour (Luke 
1 : 46). The Redeemer alone was " a lamb without blemish and 
without spot." 

The ·Roman doctrine. says H. W. Dearden, " is the climax of a 
monstrous doctrine, which attributes to Mary a more perfect love 
and sympathy towards sinners than to Christ, with more accessible 
and powerful mediation than that of the Son of God, and indirectly 
aims at exalting Mary to an equality with the Incarnate Son of 
God." W.D.S. 
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SPURGEON ON OPEN-AIR PREACHING 

AN OccASION IN IRELAND 

THE life of Gideon Ouseley, by Dr. Arthur, is one of the most 
powerful testimonies to the value of outdoor preaching. In the 
early part of the present century, from 1800 to 1830, he was in 
full vigour, riding throughout the whole of Ireland, preaching the 
gospel of Jesus in every town. His pulpit was generally the back 
of his horse, and he himself and his coadjutors were known as the 
men with the black caps, from their habit of wearing skull caps. 
This cavalry ministry was in its time the cause of a great revival 
in Ireland, and gave promise of really touching Erin's deep-seated 
curse-the power of the priesthood, and the superstition of the 
people. 

Ouseley showed at all times much shrewdness, and a touch of 
common-sense humour; hence he generally preached in front of the 
apothecary's window because the mob would be the less liberal with 
their stones, or next best he chose to have the residence of a 
respectable Catholic in his rear, for the same reason. His sermon 
from the stone stairs of the market house of Enniscorthy was a fair 
specimen of his dexterous method of meeting an excited mob of 
Irishmen. I will give it you at length, that you may know how to 
act if ever you are placed in similar circumstances. 

" He took his stand, put off his hat, assumed his black velvet 
cap, and, after a few moments spent in silent prayer, com
menced to sing. People began to gather round him and, 
during the singing of a few verses were quiet, and apparently 
attentive, but soon began to be restless and noisy. He then 
commenced to pray, and quietness for a short time followed; 
but presently, as the crowd increased, it became uneasy, and 
even turbulent. He closed his prayer, and began to preach; 
but evidently his audience were not disposed to hear him. 
Before many sentences had been uttered, missiles began to fly 
-at first not of a very destructive character, being refuse
vegetables, potatoes, turnips, etc.; but before long harder 
materials were thrown-brickbats and stones, some of which 
reached him and inflicted slight wounds. 

" He stopped and, after a pause, 
what's the matter with you today? 
man talk to you a little? ' 

cried out, 'Boys dear, 
Won't you let an old 
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"'We don't want to hear a word out of your old head,' 
was the prompt reply from one in the crowd. 

" ' But I want to tell you what, I think, you would like to 
hear.' 

" ' No, we'll like nothing you can tell us.' 

" ' How do you know? I want to tell you a story about one 
you all say you respect and love.' 

" ' Who's that? ' 

" ' The blessed Virgin.' 

"' Och, and what do you know about the blessed Virgin?' 

" ' More than you think; and I'm sure you'll be pleased 
with what I have to tell you, if you'll only listen to me.' 

" ' Come then,' said another voice, ' let us hear what he 
has to say about the Holy Mother.' 

" And there was a lull, and the missionary began : ' There 
was once a young couple to be married, belonging to a little 
town called Cana. It's away in that country where our blessed 
Saviour spent a great part of his life amongst us ; and the 
decent people whose children were to be married thought it 
right to invite the blessed Virgin to the wedding feast, and 
her blessed Son too, and some of his disciples; and they all 
thought it right to come. As they sat at table, the Virgin 
Mother thought she saw that the wine provided for the enter
tainment began to run short, and she was troubled lest the 
decent young people should be shamed before their neighbours ; 
and so she whispered to her blessed Son, "They have no wine." 
"Don't let that trouble you, ma'am," said he. And in a 
minute or two after she, knowing well what was in his good 
heart, said to one of the servants that was passing behind 
them, " Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it." 

" ' Accordingly, by-and-by, our blessed Lord said to another 
of them-I suppose they had passed the word among them
selves-" Fill those large water-pots with water." (There were 
six of them standing in a corner of the room, and they held 
nearly three gallons apiece, for the people of those countries 
use a great deal of water every day)~ And, remembering the 
words of the Holy Virgin, they did his bidding, and came back, 
and said, "Sir; they are full to the brim." "Take some, then, 
to the master, at the head of the table," he said. And they did 
so, and the master tasted it, and lo and behold you ! it was 
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wine, and the best of wine too. And there was plenty of it 
for the fea~t, ay, and, it may. be, some left to help the young 
couple settmg up house-keepmg. 

" ' And all that, you see, came of the servants taking the 
advice of the blessed Virgin, and doing what she bid them. 
Now, if she was here among us this day, she would give just 
the same advice to every one of us, " Whatsoever he saith 
to you, do it," and with good reason too, for well she knows 
there is nothing but love in his heart to us, and nothing but 
wisdom comes from his lips. 

'' ' And now I'll tell you some of the things he says to us. 
He says, "Strive to enter in at the strait gate; for many, I 
say unto you, will strive to enter in, and shall not be able." ' 
And straightaway the preacher briefly, but clearly and forc
ibly, expounded the nature of the gate of life, its straitness, 
and the dread necessity for pressing into it, winding up with 
the Virgin's counsel, 'Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.' 

" In like manner, he explained, and pressed upon his hearers, 
some other of the weighty words of our divine Lord,~' Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God '; and, ' If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow 
me,' -enforcing his exhortation in each instance by the Virgin's 
counsel to the servants at Cana. 

" ' But no,' at last he broke forth ; ' no, with all the love 
and reverence you pretend for the blessed Virgin, you won't 
take her advice, but will listen willingly to any drunken 
schoolmaster that will wheedle you into a public-house, and 
put mischief and wickedness into your heads.' Here he was 
interrupted by a voice, which seemed to be that of an old 
man, exclaiming, ' True for you, true for ye. If you were· 
tellin' lies all the days of your life, it's the truth you're tellin' 
now.' And so the preacher got leave to finish his discourse 
with not a little of good effect.'' 

-c. H. Spurgeon, Lectures to My Students, Second Series, 1877. 
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Miscellaneous Papers 

HIS PRESENCE AND PROTECTION 

(By the Rev. Dr. D. A. DouDNEY, 1862) 

"If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence."e
Exodus 33 : 15. 

READER, it is a mercy to be brought into such close, trying circum
stances, as to render plainness of speech-very earnest wrestling 
with the Lord, absolutely necessary. Nothing, next to the Lord's 
own blessed assurances of favour and good-will, is so blessed as to 
be enabled to go to the Lord, to talk to Him, to wrestle with Him, 
in a plain candid manner; as objections and arguments present 
themselves to the mind, to · tell them out to the Lord, in words
in real earnest-as if talking, arguing, pleading, remonstrating with 
a friend . . 

Reader, if you do not know what this is, you as yet know but 
little of intimacy with God. And, depend on it, it is the fear of 
being too plain-too candid-too familiar with Him, that helps 
to keep you at such a distance, and makes you so shy at His throne. 
Where is the worth of a friend-what is the privilege of friendship, 
if you cannot tell out all your heart-unbosom your sorrows and 
sorrowful exercises to that friend? Is it not as much the sweetness 
of friendship to express your feelings-to tell your grief, as to listen 
to and share those of your friend? · And, if that friend be indeed 
a friend, will not his or her delight be in taking your case into the 
mind-bearing it with you, and advising with you? If it be so 
with an earthly friend, consider for a moment-you who know 
the Lord-how vast your privilege with Jesus, that sympathising, 
and at the same time almighty, all-sufficient Friend. 

But you apprehend the displeasure of the Lord, for attempting 
to m<;tke free. Was the l .ord angry with Moses? , If so, would He 
have communed with him as He did immediately after the petition 
referred to? You say Moses was a favourite, and Moses was raised 
up for a special purpose. So to speak, the Lord has no favourites in 
His family. He loves one and all alike. There is nothing in them 
to cause Him -to love them. All they have the Lord bestows; and 
all that, He admires in his own children, is what He Himself gives. 
Hence, as the family all stand ·upon the same footing in their 
necessitous circumstances, so the grace bestowed all comes from the 
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same free source, "without money and without price ''; and God 
in all is glorified. 

Again, h~w can there be too great a familiarity with the Lord, 
when His people are as much one with Him now, and as dear to 
Him n01w, as they will be to all eternity? They are saved once and 
for ever in the Lord, with an everlasting salvation. The manifesta
tion of that salvation is in effectual calling. The drawing forth 
of the eternal life thus communicated will be in groanings, petition
ings, cryings, and sighings to the Lord; and the continuous mani
festations of His love to His Church, will be in delivering acts all 
through· this time-state, according to the wants and -necessities of 
His children. Surely the Lord will be familiar with His bride in 
her time-state; surely He never intended that she should encounter 
her wilderness-trials alone; has He not said He will be inquired 
of by her? has He not bade Her cast her care upon Him? Is she 
not bidden to resort to Him at all times and under all circum
stances? Would He ever have betrothed her unto "Himself, or ever 
have given Himself unto her, had He not really and truly meant 
to act the kindly part of a Husband to her? Would the Lord 
render Himself inferior to His creatures-which would be the case, 
did He at any time, or under any circumstances, neglect His Bride, 
or forget her amid any of her sorrows ? 

Further, does not the Lord set Himself forth as a Father? and 
may not the child be familiar-very candid, plain, and . open with 
his Father? Does not the Father more delight to listen, than the 
child to tell? In his every trouble, amid all his difficulties, is not his 
Father .his resort? 

Brethren, we have often been struck with that dear expression 
of our precious Lord," Your heavenly Father kn<Oweth that ye have 
need o{ all. these things"; and then, in _sweet connection, "Hitherto 
ye have asked nothing in my name; ask and rece£ve, that your joy 
may be full." How blessed, beloved! Is not this familiarity? Will 
you not say, that this is holy, childlike freedom? Thanks to His 
holy name, we know a little of it, and though it is but little, deprive 
us of it, and you rob us of the dearest privilege we possess, next to 
that life-that eternal life-which is hid with Christ in God, and 
which none can take away. · 

How precious to go to a dear Father, in every trial, and in each 
trying circumstance, to talk with Him as to a friend; to tell out 
each sorrow, disclose every apprehension, and unbosom all the 
secrecy of the heart as each new difficulty. and perplexity bubbles 
up there. " Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for 
you "; and the Lord, in great tenderness, as it were catches up 
the welcome notes, and says, " Let me see thy countenance, let me 
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hear thy voice, for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely." 

And how blessed to go forth at the LordJs bidding! • Ah! there 
is the point. Be certain of this, and then all is well; you have 
nothing to fear. Moses had to confront a proud monarch-a cruel 
oppressor; to lead forth a stiff-necked, rebellious people, and that 
through a long and tiresome wilderness, without the least human 
prospect of supply or provision. But did he go? Was the Lord 
with him? Did He forsake His poor stammering, timid servant? 
Let the Bible answer. And you) whom the Lord may be calling 
forth into some cutting, galling, flesh-and-blood denying ·act-to 
go forth as Abraham of old, "not knowing whither he went"
what have you to fear? Nothing! Suppose it be into the depths 
of sorrow; to encompass mountains of difficulty; to fac e dangers the 
most threatening-circumstances the most forbidding-and posi
tions the most repulsive to a natural mind? All is well. Admitted, 
that the call thus made upon you strikes, in its demands, like a 
dagger to the heart; it rends from your eager grasp dear-held 
privileges; it snaps asunder precious ties ; and separates you, it may 
be, from that and those which are dearer to you than life itself. 
And what then? God can make it up. Be assured .of one fact, and 
depend upon it you will be a living ·witness of the truth of it-if 
thus called, for the trial of your faith, to personal surrender, the 
Lord will prove to you that every step taken in opposition to flesh 
and blood, and that in the path which God has marked out, and 
clearly drawn before the eye of your mind, will feelingly be a step 
on holy ground, a sweet venturing by faith upon a celestial path
way, through which the Lord will be the Guide, and Himself the 
dear Companion ! It will be delightful walking, not to poor flesh 
probably, but to faith, that is thus privileged for a season to deny, 
to put off, to lay aside, as it were, her fleshly-fellow, and to walk 
in holy communion, in precious peace, sweet joy, and blessed con
cord, with her Heavenly Lover! Did not Abraham find it so when 
called to surrender his son, his only son, " the son whom he loved "? 
And who shall describe what Hannah felt when she lent her dear 
child to the Lord for the temple service? Flesh and blood are but 
the mere servants of Faith in these and similar cases. Faith is for 
the time so strengthened, so replenished of hergreat and glorious 
Author, that she triumphs over flesh, treads it under foot, yea, even 
makes it subservient to her wishes. 

As to dangers, what real dangers are there where the Lord is? 
Fears· are subdued-apprehensions there are none-if the soul can 
feelingly say, "The Lord is here! " This conviction renders the 
Lord's servant placid as a babe. ''It is my Father at the helm; 
why should I fear the raging of the billows or the beating of the 



The Gospel Magazine 37 

storm? " " Alas ! my master ! " said ' Elisha's servant, " how shall 
we do?" "Lord," said the prophet, " ·I pray Thee, open his eyes, 
that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man, and he saw : and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha." And these surround every 
child of God. He that hath declared Himself to His Zion " as a 
wall of fire round about her, and the glory in the midst of her ''; 
He who set a hedge about His servant Job; who hath given His 
angels charge concerning His. people, _llnto whom they are minister
ing spirits; and who, in the days of His flesh, " Thinkest thou that 
I cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall presently give me 
more than twelve legions of angels? " it is but for this same Almighty 
One to speak, and every fear departs in a moment, even in the 
midst of apparent danger and seemingly imminent destruction. 
Well m:ay one exclaim, "We are immortal till our work is done," 
to which the poet sweetly responds~ 

" Plagues and deaths around me fly, 
Till He bids , I cannot die; 
Not a single shaft can hit 
Till the God of love sees fit." 

D. A. DounNEY. 

THE EvANGELICAL LIBRARY BuLLETIN (Autumn, 1957) has an 
engraving of Richard Baxter (Kidderminster) and an article on the 
Lives and Witness of John Janeway (d.1657) and .Joseph Alleine 
(d.l668). The Bulletin may be had free on application to The 
Evangelical Library, 78A, Chiltern Street, London, W.l. 

MISS LILY ORMISTON 

We are sorry to state that Miss Lily Ormiston, so well known 
to our readers, has had a fait , breaking a bone. She is in the 
Mary Monica 'Ward, Bristol Royal Infirmary. Her condition is 
stated to be " fairly satisfactory " and to be " as good as ,could be 
expected." 

We know that the sympathy and prayers off our readers will be 
with her in tihis suffering and trial. 
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THE LANDING IN MALT A (Acts 28) 

"And so it came to pass that they escaped all safe to land." 

They saved nothing (we may assume) except what they wore, .and 

they had hands that they could lift up in prayer and praise (if 

they would), thanking. and blessing God for saving their lives, 

Again, they were safe on land, if not dry, on the cold wet day. 
The " barbarous people " showed them no little kindness, and lit a 

fire. It had need to be " no little kindness " : there were · one 
hundred and seventy-six of them. 

The military with their prisoners were first to be thought of, 
they being on Caesar's business. Paul was manifestly chief amongst 
them. 

They had lost all. Some might think it a pity to throw all the 
wheat into the sea. But any one versed in such matters, an agri

culturalist, may know (as I do not know) that grain saturated with 
salt water would never germinate. 

The fire kindled, though Paul's " bundle of sticks " was wet. 
A viper came out of the heat, and fastened on his hand-what a 

hideous animal," a venomous beast." Though the survivor from the 

sea. was not drowned, he was to receive (so they thought) his 
·deserts in the bite of a poisonous reptile-a deadly thing. But Paul 

felt no effect. The Lord promised that and performed it. Such 
was not to be the death of Paul, any more than thirst was to be 
the death of Samson, when, having slain " heaps upon heaps " of 
his enemies, he found no water to drink, and prayed, " Thou hast 

given this great deliverance into the hand of Thy servant, and now 
shall I die for thirst?" But God gave him water; he drank and 
lived. "When one fright's o'er, another roth him seize." Paul 

and all of the ship's company stayed in Malta three months. Paul 

had the joy of healing the Governor's father and many others. 

They left the island in the "Castor and Pollux" honoured with 

m.any honours and laden with such things as were necessary. 
FoLLOWER-ON. 
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THE CHURCH CATHOLIC COURS:Ei 

We have received the following notice:-

Questions concerning Christ and His Church must be . always 
of vital interest. The subjects, therefore, dealt with ir:1 a new 
c;orrespondence course under the general title, " What is the Church 
Catholic? " will be of immediate concern to you. 

There are conflicting opinions abroad, and counter claims are 
made by one group and another that they are the true Church. 

In order to meet the need-your need-for a clear and concise 
understanding of questions relating to the above topic, a number 
of well"informed theologians-all university men-have taken on 
the task of giving you the reasoned answers. 

·· . The whole course comprising in all, twelve lessons, have been 
edited by a lecturer in Philosophy and Historical Theology. 

The lessons are written in non-technical language, and may be 
studied privately or, if preferred, they may be worked through as a 
correspondence course by submitting tests for correction. In view 
of its importance to the Christian public the entire course is pub
lished at 5 I-, which represents the bare cost of production. 

To obtain this course, an application and a remittance for 5 I
should be senl: to : The Secretary, The Church Catholic Course, 
19, Marylebone Road, ~ondon, N.W.l. ? 

PLAN oF . THE CoURsE 
Lesson 

I What is meant by the Church? 
II Who are the Members of the Church? 

III Who is the Head of the Church? 

IV Where is the Guide of the Church? 
V What is the Worship of the Church? 

VI What are the Sacraments of the Church? 
VII Who is the Mediator for the Church? 

VIII What was the Reformation of the Church? 
IX Where is the Rule of the Church? 

X What is the Hope of the Church? 
XI What is the Strength of the Chu:ch? 

XII What are the Ethics of the Church? 
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CHRIST AND THE BELIEVER 

NoTES oF A SERMON BY R. MURRAY M'CHEYNE, 1837 

"As the lily among the thorns, so is my love .among the daughters. 
As the apple-tree among the trees of the; wood, so is my beloved 
amo·ng the sons. I sat down· under his shadow with grea.t 
delight, and his fruit was sweet unto my taste."-Song of 
Solomon 2 : 2, 3, 

IF an unconxerted man were taken away into heaven, where Christ 
sits in glory, and il he overheard Christ's words of admiring love 
towards the believer, he could not understand them-he could not 
comprehend how . Christ should .see a loveliness in poor religious 
people whom he in the bottom of his heart despised. Or again, if 
an unconverted man were to overhear a Christian at his devotions 
when he is really within the veil, and were to listen to his words 
of admiring, adoring love towards Christ, he could not possibly 
understand them-he could not comprehend how the believer should 
have such a burning affection toward one unseen, in whom he 
himself saw no form nor comeliness. So true it is that the natural 
man knoweth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him. 

There may be some now hearing me who have a rooted dislike 
to religious people-they are so stiff, so precise, so gloomy, you 
cannot endure their company! Well, then, see here what Christ 
thinks of them : " As the lily among thorns, so is my l(we among 
the daughters." How different you are from Christ! 

There may be some hearing me who have no desires after .Jesus 
Christ-who never think of Him with pleasure; you see no form nor 
comeliness in Him-no beauty that you should desire Him; you 
do not love the melody of his name; you do not pray to Him 
continually. Well, then, see here what the believer thinks of Him
how different from you-" As the apple-tree among the trees of 
the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his 
shadow with great delight, .and his fruit was sweet to my taste." 
Oh that you would be awakened by this very thing-that you are so 
different from Christ, and so different from the believer-to think 
that you must be in a natural condition, you must be under wrath ! 

Doctrine.-The believer is unspeakably precious in the eyes of 
Christ, and Christ is unspeakably precious in the eyes of the 
believer. 

I. Inquire what Christ thinks .of ,the beliellJer.-" As the lily 
among the thorns, so is my love among the daughters." 

Christ sees nothing so fair in all .this world as the believer. All 
the rest of the world is 'like thorns; but the believer is like a beauti-
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fu1 -lily in his eyes. When you are walking in a wilderness all 
overgrown with briars and thorns, if your eye falls upon some 
lonely flower, tall and white, and pure and graceful, growing in 
the midst of the thorns, it looks peculiarly beautiful. If it were in 
the midst of some rich garden among many other flowers, then it 
would not be so remarkable; but when it is encompassed with 
thorns on every side, then it engages the eye. Such is the believer 
in the eyes of Christ. " As the lily among thorns, so is my love 
among the daughters." 

(1) See what Christ thinks of the unconverted world. It is 
like a field full of briars and thorns in his eyes. First, Because 
fruitless. " Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? " 
So Christ gets no fruit from the unconverted world. It is all one 
wide thorny waste. Second, Because, when the word is preached 
among them, it is like sowing among thorns. " Break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns." When the sower 
sowed, some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and 
choked them; so is preaching to the unconverted. Third, Because 
their end will be like that of thorns-they are dry, and fit only for 
the burning. " As thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire." 
"For the earth, which is often rained upon and only bears thorns 
and 'briars, is rejected, and nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be 
burned." My friends, if you are in a Christless state, see what 
you are in the. eyes of Christ-th01rns. You think that you have 
many admirable qualities, that you are valuable members of society, 
and you have a hope that it shall be well with you in eternity. 
See what Christ says, 'You are thorns and briars, useless in this 
world, and fit only for the burning. 

(2) See what Christ thinks of the believer : '' As the lily among 
thorns, so is my love among the daughters." The believer is like 
a lovely flower in the eyes of Christ. First , Because justified in 
the · eyes of Christ, washed in his blood, he is pure and white as 
a lily~ Christ can see no spot in his own righteousness, and 
therefore He sees no spot on the believer. Thou art all fair, my 
love-as a lily among thorns, so is my love. Secood, A believer's 
nature is changed. Once he was like the barren, prickly thorn, 
fit only for burning; now Christ has put a new spirit in him~ the 
dew has been given to him, and he grows up like the lily. Christ 
loves the new creature. "All my delight is in them." "As the 
lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters." Are you 
a Christian? then never mind though the world despise you, though 
they call you names; remember Christ loves you; He calls you 
"my love." Abide in 1-Iim, and you shall abide in his love. "If 
ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed." Third, 
Because so lonely in the world. Observe, there is but one lily, 
but many thorns. There is a great wilderness all full of thorns, 
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and only one lonely flower. So there is a world lying in wicked
ness, and a little flock that believe in Jesus. Some believers are 
cast down because they feel solitary and alone. If I be in the 
right way, surely I would not be s; lonely. Surely the wise, and 
the amiable, and the kind people I see round about me-surely, if 
there were any truth in religion, they would know it. Be not cast 
down. It is one of the marks of Christ's people that they are 
alone in the world, and yet they are not alone. It is one of the 
very beauties which Christ sees in his people, that they are solitary 
among a world of thorns. " As a lily among thorns, so is my love 
among the daughters." Do not be discouraged. This world is the 
world of loneliness. When you are transplanted to yon garden of 
God, then you shall be no more lonely, then you shall be away 
from all the thorns. As flowers in a rich garden blend together 
their thousand odours to enrich the passing breeze, so, in the para
dise above, you shall join the thousands of the redeemed, blending 
with theirs the odour of your praise; you shall join with the re
deemed, as living flowers, to form a garland for the Redeemer's 
brow. 

II. Inquire what the believer thinks of Christ.-" As the apple
tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the 
sons. I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his 
fruit was sweet to my taste." 

( 1) Christ is more precious than all other saviours in the eye 
of the believer. As a traveller prefers an apple-tree to every 
other tree of the wood, because he finds both shelter and nourish
ing food under it, so the believer prefers Christ to all other saviours. 
When a man is travelling in eastern countries, he is often like to 
drop down under the burning rays of the sun. It is a great relief 
when he comes to a wood. When Israel were travelling in the 
wilderness, they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water 
and seventy palm-trees, and they encamped there by the water. 
They were glad of the shelter of the trees. So Micah says that 
God's people " dwell solitarily in the wood "; and Ezekiel promises, 
"they shall sleep in the woods." 

But if the traveller be hungry and faint for lack of food , then he 
will not be content with any tree of the wood, but he will choose 
out a fruit-tree, under which he may sit down and find nourish
ment as well as shade. He sees a fair apple-tree; he chooses it 
out of all the trees of the wood, because he can both sit under 
its shadow and eat its pleasant fruits. So it is with the soul 
awakened by God. H e feels under the heat of God's anger; he is 
in a weary land; he is brought into the wilderness; he is like to 
perish; he comes to a wood; many trees offer their shade; where 
shall he sit down? Under the fir-tree? Alas! what fruit has it to 
give? he may die there. Under the cedar-tree, with its mighty 
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branches? Alas ! he maw perish there, for it has no fruit to give. 
The soul that is taught of God seeks for a complete Saviour. The 
apple-tree is revealed to the soul. The hungry soul chooses that 
evermore. He needs to be saved from hell and nourished for heaven. 
"As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 
among the sons." 

Awakened souls, remember you must not sit down under every 
tree that offers itself. " Take heed that no one deceive you; for 
many shall come in Christ's name, saying, I am Christ, and deceive 
many." There are many ways of saying, Peace, peace, when there 
is no peace. You will be tempted to find peace in the world, in 
self-repentance, in self-reformation. Remember, choose you a tree 
that will yield fruit as well as shade. " As the apple-tree among 
the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons." Pray 
for a choosing faith. Pray for an eye to discern the apple-tree. 
Oh! there is no rest for the soul except under that Branch which 
God has made strong. My heart's desire and prayer for you is, 
that you may all find rest there. 

(2) Why has the believer so high an esteem of Christ? 

Ans. 1.-Because he has made trial of Christ. "I sat down 
under his shadow with great delight." All true believers have sat 
down under the shadow of Christ. Some people think that they 
shall be saved because they have got a head-knowledge of Christ. 
They read of Christ in the Bible, they hear of Christ in the house 
of God, and they think that is to be a Christian. Alas ! my 
friends, what good would you get from an apple-tree, if I were 
only to describe it to you-tell you how beautiful it was-how 
heavily laden with delicious apples? Or, if I were only to show 
you a picture of the tree, or if I were to show you the tree itself 
at a distance, what the better would you be? You would not get 
the good of its shade or its pleasant fruit. Just so, dear brethren, 
what good would you get from Christ, if you only hear of Him in 
books and sermons, or if you see Him pictured forth in the sacra
ment, or if you were to see Him with your bodily eye? What 
good would all this do, if you do not sit down under his shadow? 
Oh, my friends, there must be a personal sitting down under the 
shadow of Christ if you would be saved ! Christ is the bush that 
has been burned, yet not consumed. Oh ! it is a safe place for a 
hell-deserving sinner to rest. 

Some may be hearing me who can say, "I sat down under his 
shadow." And yet you have forsaken Him. Ah! have you gone 
after your lovers, and away from Christ? Well, then, may God 
hedge up your way with thorns. Return, return, <? Shulamit~! 
There is no other refuge for your soul. Come and sit down agam 
under the shadow of the Saviour. 

Ans. 2.-Because he sat down with great delight. 
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First, Some people think there is no joy in religion~it is a 
gloomy thing. When a young person becomes a Christian, they 
would say, Alas ! he must bid farewell to pleasure~farewell to 
the . joys of youth, farewell to a merry heart. He must exchange 
these pleasures for reading of the Bible and dry sermon books
for a life of gravity and preciseness. That is what the world says. 
What does the Bible say? " I sat down under his shadow with great 
delight." Ah! let God be true, and every man a liar. Yet no 
one can believe this except those who have tried it. Ah ! be not 
deceived, my young friends; the world has many sensual and many 
sinful delights-the delights of eating and drinking, and . wearing 
gay clothes-the delights of. revelry and the dance. No man · of 
wisdom will deny that these things are delightful to the natural 
heart; but oh ! they perish in the using, and they end in an eternal 
hell. But to sit down under the shadow of Christ, wearied with 
God's burning anger, wearied with seeking after vain saviours, at 
last to find rest under the shadow of Christ, ah ! this is great 
delight. Lord, evermore may I sit under this shadow. Lord, ever
more may I be filled with this joy ! 

Second, Some people are afraid of anything like joy in religion. 
They have none themselves, and they do not love to see it in others. 
Their religion is something like the stars, very high, and very 
clear, but very cold. When they see tears of anxiety, or tears of 
joy, they cry out, Enthusiasm, enthusiasm! Well, then, to the 
law, and to the testimony. " I sat down under his shadow with 
great delight ." Is this enthusiasm? 0 Lord, evermore give us 
this enthusiasm ! May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in pelieving! If it be really in sitting under the shadow of 
Christ, let there be no bounds to your joy. Oh, if God would but 
open your eyes, and give you simple, childlike faith, to look to Jesus, 
to sit under his shadow, then would songs of joy rise from all our 
dwellings. Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice! 

Third, Because the fruit of Christ is sweet to the taste. All true 
believers not only sit under the shadow, but partake of his pleasant 
fruits. Just as when you sit under an apple-tree, the fruit hangs 
above you and around you, and invites you to put out the hand 
and taste ; so when you come to submit to the righteousness of 
God, bow your head, and sit down under Christ's shadow, all other 
things are added unto you. 

First, Temporal mercies are sweet to the taste. None but those 
of you who are Christians know this, when you sit under the shadow 
of Christ's temporal mercies, because covenant mercies. " Bread 
shall be given you; your water shall be sure." These are sweet 
apples from the tree of Christ. 0 Christian ! tell me, is not bread 
sweeter when eaten thus? Is not water richer than wine, and 
Daniel's pulse better than the dainties of the king's table? 
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S econd, Afflictions are sweet to the taste. Every good apple has 
some sourness in it. So is it with the apple of the tree of Christ. 
He gives afflictions as well as mercies; He sets the teeth on edge ; 
but even these are blessings in disguise-they are covenant gifts. 
Oh! affliction is a dismal thing when you are not under his shadow. 
But are you Christians? look on your sorrows. as apples from that 
blessed tree. If you knt:w how wholesome they are, you would 
not wish to want them. Several of you know it is no contradiction 
to say, These apples, though sour, are sweet to my taste. 

Third, The gifts of the Spirit are sweet to the taste. Ah! here 
is the best fruit that grows on the tree; here are the ripest apples 
from the topmost branch. You who are Christians know how often 
your soul is fainting. Well, here is nourishment to your fainting 
soul. Everything you need is in Christ. "My grace is sufficient 
for thee." Dear Christian, sit much under that tree, feed much 
upon that fruit. " Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples, 
for I am sick of love." 

Fourth , Promises of glory. Some of the apples have a taste of 
heaven in them. Feed upon these, dear Christians. Some of Christ's 
apples give you a relish for the fruit of Canaan-for the clusters of 
Eshcol. Lord, evermore give me these apples; for oh ! they are 
sweet to my taste. St. Peter's, 1937. 

" THE LESSER-KNOWN WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN " 
THE ANNUAL LECTURE OF THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY, 1957 

We have just received a copy of the 1957 Annual Lecture of The 
Evangelical Library, and heartily commend it to our readers (the 
Lecture, 40 pages and cover, is 1/ 9 post free from Geoffrey Williams, 
Esq., Librarian and Organising Secretary, The Evangelical Library, 
78A, Chiltern Street, London, W .1). 

The lecturer, Mr. Ralph E. Ford, takes his readers through many 
of Bunyan's publications in a living and most helpful way. He is 
one who has received great blessing from the reading of the lesser
known works of John Bunyan. He himself was born in Bedford , 
and as a child was taken to Bunyan Meeting_:he looked at the 
prison door there, and in his child's imagination tried to picture 
this great man as. he lay for twelve years in prison at Bedford. 

Mr. Ford first quotes from a rare tract of 1670, "Some Illegal 
and Arbitrary Proceedings by Certain Justices of the Peace and 
Others against Several Innocent and Peacable Nonconformists in and 
near the Town of Bedford." 
. To get the feeling of what John Bunyan was going through in 
his mind at this time he quotes " Prison Meditations, Directed to the 
Hearts of Suffering Saints and R eigning Sinners." It is a long poem. 

Among other works of which Mr. Ford gives accounts are : 
"Solomon's Temple Spiritualised." 
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" Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners." 
" The Acceptable Sacrifice, or The Excellency of a Broken Heart." 
"The Grea tness of the Soul." 
'' Sighs from Hell." 
"The Jerusalem Sinner Saved, or Good News for the Vilest of 

Men." 
"Come and Welcome to Jesus Christ." 
"The Heavenly Footman, or A Description of the Man that Gets 

to Heaven." 
" The Strait Gate." 
We have refrained from quoting any of the lovely extracts which 

Mr. Ford has made from these works by Bunyan. We hope that 
many readers will send to the Evangelical Library for a copy of the 
Lecture. 
· On " Come and Welcome to Jesus Christ" Mr. Ford has remarked 

that Bunyan "takes the whole text" (John 6: 37)-" All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me," as well as "Thou that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out." 

In the "Closing Words" (pages 37 to 40) Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd
Jones says: 

Well, I know that I am speaking on behalf of all when I say how 
deeply grateful we are to Mr. Ford for the great feast that he has 
given us this evening. This is one of the occasions when one can 
truly thank the lecturer-thank him for his judicious extracts out of 
these mighty sermons. We have had the privilege tonight of listen
ing to great preaching : the sermons are the sermons of John 
Bunyan, but the preacher has been Mr. R. E. Ford of Bedford, 
and he really has been preaching. You have heard v,reat sermons 
and you have heard great preaching. He need not have apologised 
for his emotional fervour; a man who could read sermons like that 
quietly is, in my opinion, not a Christian. 

I am sure that we all must have felt this evening that the greatest 
need in this country and in the whole world today is preaching of 
the type we have had the privilege of listening to together. You 
couldn't call sermons like those of Bunyan's "an address," could 
you? That is what we mean by sermons, not an address. It's all 
there, you see; that is the way the Scriptures should be handled 
and presented. 

My heart has been warmed (and I am sure yqu all must have 
shared this feeling) by being deeply moved. This has been the 
greatest preaching service that I have been in for many a long day, 
and I do thank God for it. 

If I may make a suggestion, it is that I would ask Mr. Ford to 
record some of these sermons on some of these long-playing records. 
I and other preachers are being pestered today by people who want 
tape recordings. They want sermons to be repeated. Well, from 
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tonight I shall tell them to go to Mr. Ford of Bedford and get him 
to record the sermons of John Bunyan, and to do it in the way 
he did it here tonight. And if he can't do it alone, well, we will 
ask him to come back and we will constitute an audience. We 
only wish that he should read them as he has read them this evening. 
I can't imagine anything that would do greater good than that 
sermons of this type and kind should be broadcast and put on to 
some tape recording machine, and that men and women should 
come and listen to them. 

We are often told today by people that they have not got time 
to read,-" there is no time, life is so busy," they say, and they 
have not got time, they tell us, to read these books. They read 
snippets in magazines, that is about all they do, just extracts in 
magazines. They have no time to read books. Now I say this 
in order that we may learn from it: Mr. Ford, though all of you 
may not know, is not a minister of the gospel, he is a business man, 
and a business man in a big way and a very successful business man 
and an extremely busy business man. He is successful because 
he has been so busy, but here you see is a business man handling 
great business and yet you felt at times, didn't you, that he had 
nothing to do in life but to sit in his library and read Bunyan, read 
books. He has found the time not only to discover these books 
but to read them, and he knows them. Well, if he can do it why 
can't we all do it? I think he has answered once and for all this 
nonsense that the modern man hasn't got time to read. You must 
make time to read, you must find time, you must put other things 
on one side; and if you don't know how to do it, well, don't let 
Mr. Ford leave this building tonight without asking him how he 
does it, and then go home and do the same thing yourself. 

Well, we are indeed grateful to him for having come q_nd given us 
this tremendous feast of fat things. Now, he tells me that all the 
books to which he has referred are to be found in The Evangelical 
Library. You may not find the editions which he has been reading 
out of-he is a man, you know, who is not only interested in the 
contents of books, as I said in the beginning, but he is also interested 
in editions, he is a collector. You don't often get those two things 
going together, if I may say so. I know men who collect books 
and don't read them; they like looking at them on the outside, 
thev are interested in first editions and so on, but they don't always 
read them. This man does both : he is a great collector and he 
·he has got a very successful collection of these first editions of 
Bunyan. You will be able to read them in an easy manner and 
you will be able to get the benefit of these moving sermons, which 
will convict you again of sin, humble you and abase you, drive you 
to vour Saviour, make you rejoice in him in a way that you have 
nev:er done in your life before. 
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ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL 

We are very thankful to God to be able to record the news that 
the future of the congregation of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, is now 
fully assured and legally settled. The scheme for the union of 
~t. Mary-le-Port with St. John the Baptist come into actual opera
tion on December lOth, 1957, the date of its publication in the 
London Gazette. · 

St. Mary-le-Port was destroyed by enemy action on November 
24th, 19~0. For .some months the congregation had no fixed place 
of worshtp; but m March, 1941, they were allowed (by kind per
mission) the use of the Church of St. John the Baptist for their 
services. -

In the Gospel Magazine for December, 1953, we asked for the 
prayers of our readers in view of a proposed scheme which would 
have meant the virtual disappearance of St. Mary-le-Port. Now · 
after several years of anxious waiting, we are glad to say that the 
future of St. Mary-le-Port is assured. We thank our friends for 
their prayers, and we are most grateful to God for His wonderful 
merctes. 

The new united parish and benefice is to be known as " the 
Benefice of St. John the Baptist with St. Mary-le-Port," with the 
Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes as the first incumbent. 

The history of St. Mary-le-Port goes back to 1170 A.D., when it 
was founded by William of Gloucester; it was rebuilt in the fifteenth 
century. Its pulpit was known to William Romaine, A. M. Toplady, 
and others. In more recent times its Rectors have been the Rev. 
Samuel Abraham Walker (a typical Irishman and a great open-air 
preacher and founder of the Clifton Conference); the Rev. James 
Ormiston (1880-1916), Editor of The English Churchman and also 
Editor of The Gospel Magazine; the Rev. A. J. Day (1917-1932); 
and the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes (1933-1947). 

The church of St. John the Baptist-" The Church on the Wall" 
-goes back in history to about 1174 A.D., having been rebuilt 
about 1400. It is the last of five Churches on the old City Wall 
of Bristol, and the Gate is the last remaining of nine City Gates. 
The tower and spire of the church stands over the arch. 

Many problems face the new _ united benefice and parish. There 
is at present no Rectory, and the income of the benefice is extremely 
small. But the congregation of St. Mary-le-Port rejoices today in 
God's great provision for them, and goes forward into the witness 
and work of the future with the firm assurance that God's gracious 
Hand is with them and that He has work for them to do in the 
Gospel of His sovereign grace. 

Visitors to Bristol who appreciate a simple form of service and 
expository preaching will be very welcome at the services. 


