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A PRAYER AND A PROMISE FOR THE

NEW YEAR

No. 2298
Old Series

f( I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee."
Joshua 1 : 5.

Be with us, gracious Lord,
And cheer our hearts to-day;

Thou hast ordained the cross and rod
By which we learn to pray.

We would approach Thy Throne,
And plead the sacred Name

Of Jesus Christ, our Lord above
Unchangeably the same.

Thy promise to us speak
That Thou wilt never fail;

0, help us now Thy face to seek,
And bid our faith prevail.

Lord! draw us nearer Thee
To-day and through the year;

From every evil set us free,
Preserve in us Thy fear.

Bath.

0, grant us heavenly light
To shine upon the road;

Be pleased to make and keep us right,
And bear our every load.

Uphold us in Thy way,
What time we sojourn here;

Be with us, Saviour, every day
And bless us this New Year.

The late Pastor EDwARD CARR.
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THE FAMILY PORTION

:~

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, ANIl COMFORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith wc ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

A BIBLE STUDY:
PAUL'S FRIENDS AT THE TIME OF HIS FINAL TRIAL

"Only Luke is with me."-2 Timothy 4: 11.

"Only Luke is with me" wrote Paul in his last known Iclter (2
Timothy). In this he was stating a fact. As we survey till" passage
(2 Tim. 4: 9-18) we see how Paul's friends behaved in tll(' time of
his second imprisonment and final trial.

Paul was in prison facing death. "Be not thou, therefore," he
wrote to Timothy, his son in the faith, "ashamed of the tl:stimony
of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but be thou partaker of the
afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God" (2 Tim.
1 : 8). He was expecting marytrdom : " For I am ready to be offered
(poured out as a heathen libation), and the time of my departure
is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course,
I have kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4: 6, 7).

In such circumstances how did his friends behave?

I.-TIMOTHY, WHO WAS URGED TO COME QUICKl.Y

He asked TIMOTHY to come to him. "Do thy diligence to come
shortly to me" (2 Tim. 4 : 9), he wrote. Timothy was to be quick
about doing so; he was to come speedily. This was repe.ated at the
end of the letter: "Do thy diligence to come before winter"
(4: 21). Hence the writing of this urgent letter. He wanted to see
his young" son in the faith," partly perhaps that Timothy should be
a help to him in his hour of need, and partly, no doubt, that the
younger preacher should be strengthened himself and further guided
for the work of the Gospel.

It has been objected that" the request for a visit is obviously out
of place in the present letter" (Dr. E. F. Scott in "The Moffatt
New Testament Commentary "), but we do not know the real
details of the circumstances of Paul and of Timothy for anyone to
make such a positive statement.

We may here remark that writers like Dr. E. F. Scott deny that
the Pastoral Letters (1 Timothy, Titus, and 2 Timothy) are really
letters of Paul. They say that the letters" have grown, most prob
ably, out of fragments of Paul's correspondence "-brief personal
notes of Paul "which were not worth preserving as they were"
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having been used as the ground-work for concocting the letters.
It is sad to have to refer to this type of modern criticism; but it is
the kind of teaching being given in universities and in schools
to-day.

The three Pastoral epistles have been very ably and effectively
defended from this arm-chair type of criticism. Read the letters, as
they are, and see and feel how their genuineness speaks for itself
it rings so true. Even Dr. E. F. Scott has to admit of these closing
sections in 2 Timothy (to quote his very grudging words) " they are
of special interest, since it is here, if anywhere in the Pastorals, that
we find traces of Paul's own hand" (p. 135).

lI.-DEMAS, WHO FORSOOK PAUL

There was one friend who left Paul in the lurch. This was
DEMAS. A reason given by Paul for Timothy's speedy coming was
the defection of Demas. "Do thy diligence," Paul wrote, " to come
shortly unto me: for Demas hath forsaken me, having: loved this
present world» (4: 9, 10).

Demas had been previously described as a "fellow-labourer"
of Paul, along with Luke and others (Philemon 24; Col. 4: 14).
That was in Paul's first imprisonment.

It is evident that Paul felt Demas's departure very keenly. Why
did he depart? I t is said by Paul, "because he loved this present
age." Demas did not want to hazard his life by staying with Paul.
He wanted to preserve his life and to live longer. Paul was a
dangerous man to be associated with in Rome. So Demas provided
for his own safety and security by slipping away while he could.
This seems to be the more natural interpretation. In later times it
was said of those who were the early Christian martyrs that they
" did not love this present age," being ready to give their lives for
the sake of Christ.

It is thus quite possible that Demas had not apostatised through
love of worldly ease and comfort. He had failed to stand by Paul
in an hour of extreme difficulty and trial.

We can contrast the first attitude of Thomas. When Jesus, amid
the bitter hatred of the Jews, decided to go up to Jerusalem (John
11 : 7), Thomas said to his fellow disciples, " Let us also go, that we
may die with Him" (11: 16). But, when it came to the time,
"they all forsook Him and fled" (Mark 14: 50).

lIl.-THREE FRIENDS WHO HELPED

Paul goes on to write, " Crescens [is gone] to Galatia; Titus unto
Dalmatia» (4: 10). We cannot think of these as having deserted
Paul. They were evidently sent to the parts mentioned, and so are
examples of those who readily helped by taking up work which Paul
himself was unable to do.

/
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The Galatians had given Paul much trouble. When he wrote to
them he "marvelled that they were so soon removing from him
that called them in the grace of Christ unto another gospel" (Gal.
1 : 6). Paul's heart and mind were with the Galatian Christians
who at first had welcomed him" as an angel of Cod, even as Christ
Jesus" (Gal. 4: 14). We do not know anything of CIU:SCENS who
went to Galatia; but he does seem as one who was ready to help
Paul in a special work of the Gospel of Christ.

The same will apply to TI1lJs, of whom we do know sO/llething
from the pages of the New Testament. Titus had becn ready to
go to Dalmatia, which was a part of Illyricum on thc e,ast coast of
the Adriatic.

One other worker is mentioned in verse 12: "And '!'YCHICUS
have I sent to Ephesus." Tychicus was a well-trusted helper of
Paul. He had gone before Paul to Troas (Acts 20: 4). lie was the
bearer of the letter to the Colossians (Col. 4: 7, 8) and in a letter
written just previously to this epistle the possibility is raised of his
being sent to Crete (Titus 3: 12 : "When I shall send Artelllus unto
thee or Tychicus.") So here he may well have been the /)c'arer of
this letter to Timothy, whose place he would supply at Epheslls.

These three-CREscENS, TIroS, TYCHICUS-thus secllI to be
friends and fellow-workers of Paul who were ready to carry on the
work of the Gospel in other parts when Paul could not do so
himself. They were real friends in the Gospel of Christ.

IV.-LUKE, THE ONLY ONE REMAINING
There was only one who was then with Paul-it was" Luke,

the beloved physician." cc Only Luke is wt'th me," wrote Palll.
Luke had been the companion of Paul's later travels. This is

shown by what are known as the" We-sections" of the Acts of
the Apostles. (See Acts 16: 10; 20: 6; 21 : 15; 27: 1). In this way
Luke had gone with Paul on the voyage to Rome, and he was with
Paul during his second and final imprisonment and trial.

Paul held Luke in great affection-CC Luke the beloved physician"
he had previously called him.

We do not know how Luke came to be so much with Paul.
In their earlier years they might possibly have been fellow-students
in the university at Tarsus. Whether Paul needed Luke's help as a
physician, at any rate in the later stages of his work, we do not
know. He was then" Paul the aged," and Luke was with him in
the time of his great need.

It is almost like the great friendship between Jonathan and Davicl.
In his final tribute David said: "I am distressed. for thee, my
brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me : thy love
for me was wonderful, passing the love of women" (2 Samuel
1 : 26).
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V.-PAUL'S CONSOLATION:

THE FRIEND THAT STICKETH CLOSER THAN A BROTHER

When at his first answer Paul had been left to face things alone,
he had found one thing-that he was not alone. "Nothwithstand
ing," he wrote, "the Lord' stood by me, and strengthened me" (2
Tim. 4: 17).

So also the Lord Jesus had onCe said: "Behold, the hour cometh,
yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own,
and shall leave me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the
Father is with me" (John 16: 32).

In the first stage of his trial, when none of his friends had stood
by him, Paul had found himself Divinely accompanied and strength
ened. When he wrote to Timothy "Only Luke is with me," he
recalled his previous experience of the Lord's gracious presence
and enabling.

" There is a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother" (Proverbs
18 : 24). This was applied to the Lord Jesus by John Berridge in
his lines:

There is a Friend who sticketh fast,
And keeps His love from first to last,

And Jesus is His name;
An earthly brother drops his hold,
Is sometimes hot and sometimes cold,

But Jesus is the same.
He loves His people, great and small,
And, gr.asping hard, embraces all,

Nor with a soul will part;
No tribulations which they feel,
No foes on earth, or friends of hell,

Shall tear them from His heart.
His love before all time began,
And through all time it will remain,

And evermore endure.
Though rods and frowns are sometimes brought,
And man may change-He changes not;

His love abideth sure.

Let all the ransomed of the Lord
Exalt His love with one accord,

And hallelujah sing;
Adore the dying Friend of man,
And bless Him highly as you can;

He is your God and King.
John Berridge.

W.D.S.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

l

400TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SCOTTISH REFORMATION

By the Rev. JOHN COLQUHOUN, Glendale, Isle of Skye

THE year 1960 marks the Quater-Centenary of the Scottish Reform
ation, and truly we ought, in the midst of much that is discouraging,
to set up our Ebenezer and to say, " Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us." Our doing so ought to be accompanied with solemn thoughts
and thankful hearts in looking back on the Lord's goodness to us
as a nation in delivering us from the gross spiritual darkness and
thraldom of Popery. When we look at the conditions prevailing
in the medieval Church in Scotland we have to say that darkness
had covered the earth and gross darkness the people.

THE CHURCH PRIOR TO THE REFORMATION
The pretensions of the Church of Rome to be the true Church of

Christ, out of which there is no salvation, and its claims on the
obedience of an illiterate people, supported by its threats to shut the
door of Heaven against those who refused to render that obedience,
gave rise to a superstitious fear of offending the Church.

Nationally, at this time, Scotland was one of the poorest nations
within the pale of the Church of Rome, while the clergy, playing
on the ignorance and superstition which they themselves fostered,
were in possession of great riches and power. Instead of the pure
gospel of Jesus Christ, the monks in their sermons substituted
legendary tales of some fictitious saints, the miracles perforrrwd by
them, and the efficacy of their intercession on behalf of sllch as
paid money into the coffers of the Churcch. When death visited
the home and took away the bread-winner, the Vicar of the parish
took away his corpse-present, which was very often a cow and the
uppermost garment on the bed, little regarding the claims or the
widow and the destitute orphans.

The lives of the clergy, from the highest to the lowest, were most
immoral. To take but one instance of the immorality of the clergy
of high rank, there is recorded evidence that Cardinal Beaton had,
at least, seven illegitimate children by his mistress, Marion Ogilvie,
while the clergy of the lower orders were as bad. In a volume of
Scottish Supplications to Rome for 1423-88, published two years
ago by the Scottish History Society, we find numerous applications
for benefices together with the crave that the irregularity be over
looked, in the case of the applicant, of being " the son of a priest
and an unmarried woman," and sometimes" of a married woman."
From the lives of the clergy we are warranted to believe that, as
far as the common people were concerned, religion and morals were
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at a very low ebb. Monasteries and nunneries abounded throughout
the land, and instead of being, what was claimed for them, places
where religion had attained to its highest standards, they were hot
beds of all forms of immorality. This was so much the case that
when the Reformation had been well-advanced in Scotland, the
common people felt, and in many cases acted on it, that these dens
of iniquity could not be cleansed in any other way but by setting
them on fire.

EVENTS LEADING TO THE REFORMATION

The entrance of the doctrines of the Reformers into Scotland
cannot be fixed with any certainty. John Knox, in his History of the
Reformation in Scotlan.d, tells us that in the Records of Glasgow
there is mention made of one, whose name is not given, who was
burned for heresy in 1422, but there is no mention made of his
opinions or by whose authority he was burned. Fifteen years before
this date, however, John Resby, an Englishman, suffered martyrdom
at Perth for denying that the Pope was Christ's Vicar on earth,
and for maintaining that he was not to be esteemed Pope if he was
a man of wicked life.

That he was not alone in these and other opinions which were
brought out in bold relief at the Reformation is very clear from
the fact that at this period we find references to the Lollards of
Kyle, or as it is called today, Ayrshire. These were the followers of
John Wickliffe, and they settled in Scotland because of the perse
cution which arose after Wickliffe's death. Our information of them
is very meagre, but we may be sure that the Torch of Truth which
they carried with them would not be suffered by the Lord to be
extinguished. In 1431, Paul Crawar, a Bohemian, was burnt at
St. Andrews for teaching opinions contrary to the Church of Rome
on such subjects as the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the wor
shipping of saints, and auricular confession. Again, we have in 1527
the martyrdom of Patrick Hamilton for the doctrines of the Reform
ation on 1st March, 1546.

In enumerating these sufferers for the truth, among many others,
wC' see that all the efforts of the Church of Rome could not banish
the truth of God out of Scotland, but, on the contrary, the more
it was persecuted the deeper it took root in the hearts of an ever
increasing number of the people.

THE ADVANCE OF THE REFORMATION

As these martryrs went forth with the Scriptures, of which they
had made a close study, we must give the first place to the circu
lation of the Bible in the language of the people as a principal
step leading to the Reformation in Scotland. Copies of Tyndale's
translation of the Bible were smuggled into the country from
England and the Continent to Leith, Dundee and Montrose, and
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one copy had to do for many families. Illiteracy, of course, was
the order of the day, and where one could be found who was able
to read, quite a large crowd would gather around him at dead of
the night, behind barricaded doors, to hear the soul-saving truths
of the sacred volume. Thus, some here and there became well
grounded in the doctrines of the Bible, and were made the means of
spreading the leaven.

Another means of undermining the power of the Church of Rome
in Scotland was the poetry composed at the time. As the celebrated
Dr. McCrie says, in his Life of ]olhn Knox concerning these poets,
" They employed themselves in writing satires, in which the ignor
ance, the negligence, and the immorality, of the clergy were stig
matised, and the absurdities and superstitions of the popish religion
exposed to ridicule." These poetical effusions were easily committed.
to memory, and were circulated without intervention of the press,
which was at that time entirely under the control of the Bishops.

In one way or another the supporters of the Reformed doctrines
became more numerous every year, and could number among them.
men of the highest social standing in the country, men who could
claim the allegiance of a numerous retinue and, whose prowess on
the field of battle, caused them to be respected and feared.

THE CENTRAL FIGURE OF THE REFORMATION

One man, however, stands out conspicuously among the rest as
the instrument in the Lord's hand for advancing the cause of Truth,
and who is deservedly known as The Scottish Reformer. That man
was JOHN KNOX. Knox had been ordained a priest of the Church
of Rome some time before 1530. Through reading the writings of
Jerome and Augustine he was led to the Scriptures, and to religious
opinions the very opposite to what the Church of Rome taught.
It was, however, by a very slow process, yet nevertheless a sure one,
that he came to such a knowledge of the Reformed doctrines as led
him publicly to profess himself a Protestant, which happy event
took place about, or before, the year 1542. From that time he
devoted his life to the Cause of Christ, and, under God, became a
tower of strength, yea, the very leader of the Reformation in his
native land.

This entailed severe hardships on him. For nineteen months he
endured captivity as a galley slave, at the end of which he obtained
his liberty with impaired health, and again set his face to the work
of his Master, prosecuting his ministry for a considerable time in
England where he had the honour of being chaplain to King Edward
VI. After King Edward's death and the accession of Queen Mary,
he left England, but at the time Scotland was equally as dangerous
for a man of his earnestness and integrity. In 1558 he left Scotland
for Geneva, where he preached the Gospel and, with other learned
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men, assisted in translating the Geneva Bible. In 1559 he returned
to Scotland never again to leave it, and within a few days was
proclaimed an outlaw and a rebel.

However, the time to favour Zion, even the Lord's set time, had
come, and the work of the Reformation could not be held up. After
much afGiction endured by Knox he saw, in the midst of many
disappointments, the fair face of the Church of Christ revealed in
Scotland. He died in the sixty-seventh year of his age, worn out
by his extraordinary labours.

Dr. McCrie, in referring to his death, says:

"He was repeatedly condemned for heresy, and proclaimed
an outlaw; thrice he was accused of high treason; and
on two of these occasions he appeared and underwent a trial.
A price was publicly set on his head; assassins were employed to
kill him; and his life was attempted both with the pistol and
the dagger. Yet he escaped all these perils, and finished his
course in peace and honour. No wonder that he was weary of
the world. and anxious to depart; and with great propriety
might it be said that' he rested from his labours.' "

His servant, Richard Bannatyne, a man of respectability and
learning, after giving an account of Knox's death, says:

"In this manner departed this man of God: the light of
Scotland, the comfort of the Church within the same, the mirror
of godliness, and pattern and example to all true ministers, in
purity of life, soundness of doctrine, and boldness in reproving
of wickedness; one that cared not the favour of men, how
great soever they were. What dexterity in teaching, boldness in
reproving, and hatred of wickedness was in him, my ignorant
dullness is not able to declare, which if I should labour to set
out, it were as one who would light a candle to let men see the
sun; seeing all his virtues are better known and notified to the
world a thousand-fold than I am able to express."

The eulogy pronounced over his body by the Regent Morton is
well-known and true: "There lies he who never feared the face of
man."

THE DOCTRINES OF THE REFORMATION

The Reformed doctrines took such a hold of the people that few,
where these doctrines were preached, gave any countenance to the
Church of Rome.

In August, 1.')60, Parliament assembled, and a petition was pre
sented by the Protestants craving three things: (1) That the anti
Christian doctrine maintained in the Popish Church should be dis
carded; (2) that means should be used to restore purity of worship;
(3) that the ecclesiastical revenues be applied to the support of a
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pious and active ministry. Parliament required of them a summary
of the doctrine which they could prove to be in accordance with the
Scriptures, and in four days they presented the Scots Confession of
Faith as the product of their joint labours. On 24th August, 1560,
Parliament abolished the Papal jurisdiction, prohibited, under
certain penalties, the celebration of the Mass, and rescinded all the
laws formerly made in support of the Roman Catholic Church, and
against the Reformed faith.

On the 20th December, 1560, the first General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland was held in the Magdalene Chapel, Edinburgh,
the gray tower of which can yet be seen from the Martyrs Monu
ment in the Greyfriars Churchyard. It consisted of forty members,
only six of whom were ministers.

The Scots Confession of Faith contains twenty-five heads, much
on the same lines as Confessions of Faith drawn up by other Re
formed Churches in Europe. Of it, Dr. A. F. Mitchell of St. Andrews
University, says:

"Coinciding not infrequently in expression and agreeing
generally in its definitions of doctrine with the other Reformed
or Calvinistic Confessions (an agreement which its framers ex
plicitly testified by inserting among the subordinate standards
of their Church, first, Calvin's Catechism, and a few years after,
the Later Helvetic Confession and the Heidelberg Catechism),
the Scots Confession of 1560 had characteristics of its own-a
framework rather historical than dogmatic, and 'a liberal and
manly, yet reverent and cautious spirit. It probably contributed
to mould the early Scottish theology into a form somewhat less
minute and rigid than the Swiss, yet considerably less vague and
indefinite than the earlier English." (The Baird Lectures, 1899,
p. 103).

THE GOVERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH

The First Book of Discipline was also drawn up at this time, and
it dealt with the government and discipline of the Church. In it
we see the opinions of the Scottish Reformers respecting the prin
ciples of the Church which they were endeavouring to set up in
Scotland.

The office-bearers of that Church were to be ministers or pastors
who were to preach the gospel and administer the sacraments;
doctors or teachers who were to interpret the Scriptures and con
fute error; ruling elders who were to assist the minister in exercising
discipline and government; and deacons who had the special charge
of the revenues of the Church and the poor.

There was also a temporary class of office-bearers called
Sup·e'rintendents who were to travel about from place to place
preaching the gospel, setting up congregations, and inspecting the
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conduct of ministers within their districts. This was on account
of the scarcity of ministers, as was also the temporary appointment
of Readers and Exhorters. This latter class were men of unques
tioned piety who, from an educational point of view were not quali
fied to be ministers, but who had as much education as enabled
them to re.ad the Word of God to their more ignorant neighbours.
It was one of the duties of the Superintendents to watch over the
conduct of these Readers and Exhorters, and to instruct them, so
that in process of time if they improved they could be appointed
as ministers. No person was allowed to preach or to administer the
sacraments till he was regularly called to do so. Great care was
shown in this respect. "Ordinary calling consisteth in election,
examination, and admission."

It was enacted that" it appertaineth to the people, and to every
several congregation, to elect their minister." "For altogether this
is to be avoided, that any man be violently intruded or thrust in
upon any congregation; but this liberty, with all care, must be
reserved to every several church, to have their votes and suffrages
in election of th<.:ir ministers." In the public examination of these
ministen it was ordained that" they shall give public declaration
of their g-ifts by the interpretation of some places of Scripture.
They shall be examined openly in all the principal points that now
arc in controversy. When they are approved by the judgment of the
brethren, they should make sundry sermons before their congrega
tions before they are admitted." (First Book of Discipline, Sect. iv.)

The government of the Scottish Church, from its beginning, was
Presbyterian. In this government the parity of the clergy was em
phasised, and the gradation of Church courts, such as Kirk-sessions,
Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and General Assembly. This made
certain, by the manner in which the members of the various church
courts were appointed, that the government of the Scottish Church
was a most democratic one.

Further, in the First Book of Discipline, there is a clear line of
demarcation between the province of the Civil Magistrate and that
of the Church, showing that it is the duty of the civil power to
regulate the temporal interests of the nation and the duty of the
Church to hold her own authority and to do her own work in the
exercise of ecclesiastical discipline. They acted also on the Scriptural
principle that it is the duty of the civil magistrate to protect and
support the true religion, while at the same time they acknowledged
none as the Head of the Church but the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE REFORMERS AND EDUCATION

Onc of the aims of the Reformers· was an educated ministry, and
very early in the history of the Reformed Church in Scotland much
attention was given to this necessary handmaid to religion. In the
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First Book of Discipline it was provided that there should be a
reader of Greek in one of the colleges of each University, "who shall
complete the grammer thereof in three months, and shall interpret
some book of Plato, together with places of the New Testament,
and shall complete this course the same year." From the same
source we find that Hebrew was one of the branches of education
to be taught in the Reformed seminaries, while we find from other
sources that Knox's-aim was to establish a school in every parish.

Unfortunately this was never realised owing to the avarice of the
nobles, for the patrimony which belong-ed to the Roman Catholic
Church was seized by them and used for secular purposes. Thus,
for want of funds, the Reformed Church was seriously crippled at
its very beginning, not only as far as education was concerned,
but with respect to the stipend of the clergy.

WHAT THE REFORMATION GAINED FOR SCOTLAND

We have but briefly touched upon what was a glorious epoch in
the history of Scotland-the Scottish Reformation. The student of
history can see in it the emancipation of a whole nation from the
ignorance and slavery of Popery, and the raising up of that nation
to a position of usefulness and respect among other nations. We
see more in it. We see in it the enlightening of a nation that sat in
impenetrable darkness like the land of Zabulon and the land of
Nepthalim, Galilee of the Gentiles, upon whom a great light sprung
up. By that Light an innumerable number were quickened, and
brought to live a life in Jesus which will never come to an end.
The struggles of the Church, the weary years of persecution en
dured, the blood of the martyrs, and the privations suffered by the
Lord's witnesses among the common people, all testified to the
genuineness of the work of the Reformation, and proved, beyond
the shadow of a doubt, that it was of the Lord.

In closing this imperfect sketch of the Scottish Reformation we
cannot do better than quote the words of one of the historians of
the Church of Scotland, the late Rev. W. M. Hetherington, LL.D.,
of St. Andrews, and latterly of the Free Church College, Glasgow:

" We have thus briefly traced the progress of the Reformation
in Scotland, from its scarcely perceptible beginning, struggling
against the opposition of powerful, treacherous, and merciless
antagonists, until, 'strong only in the Lord, and in the power
of His might,' it surmounted all obstacles, and the ministers and
elders of the Church of Scotland convened and held their
General Assembly, in the name and by the sole authority of
Him by whom they had been so mightily upheld, and whom
alone they recognised the Head and King of the Church of
Scotland. We have seen how long the early Church of Scotland,
the Culdees, resisted the encroachments and the corruptions of
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Prelacy and Popery; with what difficulty these adherents of
primitive Christianity were overborne; how pertinaciously the
people of Scotland clung to their early belief; and how readily
the tenets of Wickliffe and other early Reformers were received
in those districts where the Culdee system had most prevailed.
The dying declarations of the Scottish martryrs have called
forth our admiration, and touched our sympathies; and we have
traced the steady unswerving course of the undaunted Knox, as
he bore right onward to the accomplishment of his one great
aim-the establishment of the blessed gospel of Christ in his
native land.

"And we must have traced the course of these great events
with unperceiving eye indeed, if we have not marked the hand
of Providence guiding them all in a most peculiar manner.
Even circumstances the most seemingly adverse were so over
ruled as to contribute to the purity and completeness of the
Scottish Reformation. The alternating direct hostility and alien
intrigues of the court and the civil rulers, preventing the vitiat
ing influcnce of worldly policy From interfering with and warp
ing the views of our Reformers, who were thus not only left,
but ('vcn constrained, to follow the guidance of the sacred
Word of God alone; while in almost every other country,
England for example, the Reformation was either biassed in its
course, or arrested at that stage of its progress in which worldly
statesmen conceived it could be rendered most subservient to
their own designs. But this, which is the glory and the excel
lency of the Church of Scotland, we shall find to have been
the cause of nearly all the perils wherewith she has been encom
passed, and the sufferings through which she has passed, from
the Reformation to the present day." (History of the Church
0/ Scotland, 6th ed., p. 28). JOHN COLQUHOUN.

THE Reformation from Popery marks an epoch unquestionably the
most important in the history of modern Europe. The effects of the
change which it produced, in religion, in manners, in politics, and in
literature, continue to be felt at the present day. Nothing, surely,
can be more interesting than an investigation of the history of that
period, and of those men who were the instruments, under Provi
dence, of accomplishing a revolution which has proved so beneficial
to mankind.-DR. THOMAS MCCRIE, The Life of Iohn Knox.

/
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE FRENCH CONVICT

l

. IN the south of France, on the Mediterranean Sea, is a beautiful
winter resort called Hyeres. It used to be fashionable to send invalids
from England to stay there, to escape from the cold winds and fogs
of this country; and about the year 1820, a clergyman and his wife
arrived for a stay of some months, in the hope that Torn Grant
(as I will call him) would there recover from a chest illness. Torn
was not at all a helpless invalid; and in the lovely climate, where
orange groves and palm-trees flourished in the sunshine, he soon
began to revive. The Grants got to know some of the people of the
place as well as other visitors, and one German lady, an earnest
Christian, opened her beautiful house and garden for Torn to take
services and meetings for both French and English visitors.

As Torn's strength returned, he began to take long walks, exploring
the country-side. One day he climbed a hill from which he got a
view of Toulon and the whole splendid bay. His curiosity was
aroused by a long wavering red line in the distance near the arsenal;
it looked like English red-coats marching out of step! Asking a
passer-by, Torn was told that the colour he could see was the red
of the jerseys worn by convicts; there were hundreds of them
working in the arsenal, their quarters being in the great hulks of
dismantled vessels in the bay. The man told the clergyman of the
sufferings of these prisoners, and the dreadful conditions under which
they worked. "They're a bad lot, of course," he went on, "but
everybody says that they come out of those hulks a lot worse than
they went in."

Torn Grant's heart was stirred with pity. He was so much stronger
now, that he longed for some pastoral work again. Could he not try
to get into the prison amongst those poor men? A day or so later,
Torn took the little horse-bus (or diligence) to Toulon, to call on a
French pastor whom he knew, hoping that he could tell him how
to get an introduction to the arsenal. The pastor immediately sat
down to write a letter to the authorities which he thought would
clear the way.

Ten minutes later Torn was in the prison, talking to a warder,
who told him there were more than three thousand convicts there,
many chained together in twos or threes; and of them all, seventy
claimed to be Protestants. "If you want to speak to the Protestants,"
said the warder, "I can get them together in no time."
. The clergyman eagerly accepted the proposal. He was taken to an
old ship, and in a very short time the seventy convicts were marched
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in. Tom Grant wasted no time: he stood up among them, and out
of a full heart told them of the Saviour, the Friend of sinners. He
spoke of the love of God in sending His beloved Son into' the world
to die for us poor sinners; he told them of the blood of Jesus Christ
which cleanses from sin.

The group of prisoners listened with the closest attention, and
Tom saw tears running down the faces of some of them. As they
were being marched away, one after another, as he passed the
clergyman, begged him to come and speak to them again soon.
Then an elderly man lingered behind, and said in a cultured voice,
" I am an old barrister, sir, of a good family, and I am completely
innocent of any wrong whatever! Perhaps you will be good enough
to try to get my release." "Get along with you," said the warden
sharply; "we can't stop here talking to you." And as the man
moveu off, he told Tom that he was a hardened old criminal, con
victed again and again of serious crimes, and always troublesome in
the prison.

" But we've got one man here, a model of good behaviour," went
on the warder; " I'll get him to take you round the arsenal, and
you can have a chat with him. Here, Edward!" A young man
sprang to answer the call, and Tom went off with his guide.

Edward led the visitor from place to place, showing him all the
proper things; but the two became so interested in their conversation,
that neither of them noticed much in the tour of inspection. It
seemed that Edward had been brought up in a good home, but that
he had kicked against all restrictions, and despised the Protestant
religion that he had been brought up in. When he was growing up,
he ran away from home and friends to look for adventure. He found
himself in Algeria. There he fell in with a gang of burglars, who
persuaded him to join them. In one of their house-breaking
escapades, Edward helped to carry off a lot of loot. The gang was
caught; and Edward's sentence was ten years of hard labour in the
hulks.

" I've only got what I deserve," said the young convict sadly;
" I began by disobeying my father, and despising his teaching. Then
I got into bad company-by my own choice, for it was the only
sort I liked. And now look how I've sinned against God and man!
When I get out of this and go home again, I know my father will
forgive me and take me in. But can God ever forgive me? "

"How can you be so sure that your father will forgive you? "
said Tom. "Because some time ago I wrote him a long letter," said
the young man; " I told him everything, and said how sorry I was;
and I begged him to forgive me. And a letter came back from
him, saying that he had forgiven me; and that when I came out at
last, he said there were loving hearts ready to receive me. But it's
different with God! How could He ever forgive anybody like me? "
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" Why should you think that God in heaven is less forgiving to a
penitent sinner than your father would be? " said Tom.

" As a matter of fact," said Edward, "while you were speaking
about the Saviour today, the thought did strike me that, if I believed
my father's letter, all the more I ought to believe the Word of God
Himself, when He promises forgiveness. I do believe what you said
about the blood of Christ cleansing from all sin-do you really think
there is hope for me?" There was no time to say much; Tom
could only speak a few words of hope and encouragement, and then
he had to join the waiting warden.

Tom Grant had two or three more opportunities of visiting the
hulks, but he was never able to have another talk with Edward
just a wave and a beaming smile of recognition. Then one day he
missed the bright face, and the warder told him tll<ll Edward's good
conduct had earnecl him release. The Englisll cllTgYIlI;ll1 and the
French convict never met again on earth. Blit r haw no dOllhl that
they are both safely in heaven now, for ever with the Lord'

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 7l

The whole: "King of Assyria "

(All the rcfences come from 2 Kings 18, I CJ, ;ll1d 20).

1. The scribe.
2, He was over the household.
3. A god worshipped by this Assyrian king.
4. The Assyrian king lived here.
5. The king's two sons fled here after I1lIlrc!erin,g tlll'ir father.
6. An engineering work by King Hezekiah.
7. He spread before the Lord a threatening letter sent to him.
8. Successor to the Assyrian king.
9. .Ioah.

10. Amoz was his father's name.
11. Hezekiah called it " Nehushtan."

SOLUTION OF No. 70

The whole: Belshazzar (Dan. 5: 30)
1. Bartimceus (Mark 10 : 46).
2. Ezekiel (Ezek. 1 : 3).
3. Luke (Coloss. 4 : 14).
4. Sycamore (Amos 7: 14).
5. Hungry (Acts 10: 10).
6. Abel (Gen. 4: 8).
7. Zacchceus (Luke 19: 4, 5).
8. Zeresh (Esther 5 : 10).
9. Alexandria (Acts 28: 11).

10. Raisins (1 Sam. 25 : 18).
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GOD is the author of variety amongst His creatures, and this interest
ing fact is not least conspicuous when passing from Britain to the
land of our nearest neighbour. Our railway gates move sideways,
while ill France they go up in the air. Here we take tea in cups
with handles, while there coffee in bowls is preferred. Indeed there
is scarcely a phase of life where a marked difference is not manifest.
Here game shooting is the "privilege" of the few; in Fr.ance over
two and a half million licences annually reach rich and poor alike
and it is a common sight to come across labouring men with guns
slung across their shoulders, a dog rollowing each.

But it was my special interest to observe the attitude of the people
toward religion; some startling facts emerged. At one village the
local priest, due to speak at a public gathering, had to be carried 011'
the platform too drunk to stand. On enquiry, the local people of
his parish explained with apparent absence of surprise that" he was
often in that sl:lte." Indeed, if the testimony of numerous people in
various districts can be relied upon, it is common to find parishes
where the priest indulges in excess of wine and is known to be of
lax morality. There are of course priests of serious outlook and
upright character, but I found the average" man in the street" had
a very poor r'stimate of the character of the priesthood.

Perhaps partly because of this commonly held opinion I gained
the impression that a vast number of people are just pagan in
outlook, serious thought of God or religion not affecting their lives.
As Robert Haldane (the account of whose life and labours in France
should be read by all) found Paris nearly one hundred and fifty
years ago, so I find it today in that there seems an almost impene
trable barrier facing those who seek to introduce the Gospel in its
purity. Yet it is not true to suppose that the candle of the Lord
has been entirely withdrawn. There are godly servants of Christ
seeking the salvation of lost sinners, and groups of evangelical
Christians pressing forward with untiring zeal.

Our own little work in Paris, through the dautless efforts of Mrs.
Bap, reaches chiefly the young, and we were cheered to hear how
one good book was especially sought after by children.
Similarly in Paimpol in Brittany, it is amongst the children of the
orphanage that our books chieAy circulate, and there is substantial
evidence that God has opened the hearts of many of these boys and
girls throu,gh the ministry of Mr. Garadoc Jones and the prayerful
inAuence of Mr. and Mrs. Matthews who run the orphanage.

Our work at Tn~mel is a fresh venture, but we have the most
encouraging news from Mr. Ischer, who is in charge of the mission
there.
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Again at Pyla it is the children of the" Preventorium" and their
" Monitrices " who appreciate the collection of books in our branch
there.

NEED OF NEW BRANCHES

The purpose of much of my journeying was to talk to local
pastors in cities and towns throughout a large stretch of France in
order to survey the situation and to seek suitable soil where "the
acorn" of branches could be planted and true religion in its purity
disseminated through the printed page. In pursuance of this aim
I passed from Calais to Amiens-to Paris, Chartres, Angers, Nantes,
La Rochelle, Rochefort, Poitiers, Tours, and at each I was welcomed
by evangelical pastors who gave me a picture of conditions in their
district amongst their church members and the people generally.
I gained the impression that a tremendous need was the establish
ment of a central store or pool of sound evangelical books on
Bible Study, Exposition, strategic works on Doctrine and Church
History, as well as a first-class range of Biography. Such a store
made available to the pastors of France enabling them to take
advantage of our heritage of great Christian writings, could have
far-reaching effect. It could enable them to assimilate the wisdom,
benefit from the spiritual gifts and imbibe the sound doctrine of the
great masters of evangelical thought, and would, with God's blessing,
have a powerful ,and permanent influence upon the religious life of
the country.

ROBERT HALDANE IN FRANCE

When Robert Haldane stepped on the soil of France and Switzer
land, the scene was so sombre and forbidding-Arminianism,
Modernism, Unitarianism and Worldliness having made great in
roads upon the thought of professors, pastors and people-that men
of feebler faith and less dauntless courage and determination would
have given up in despair, but he loved the people, he yearned for the
salvation of their souls, and little by little his great gifts for the
exposition of scripture and his ability to convince his learned hearers
(then floundering in a mass of " scientific" error) of the veracity of
the vital doctrines of the faith, won them over to the truths for
which his covenanting forefathers died. His converts, among them
some of the greatest names in evangelical history, perceived the
necessity of preaching the Gospel in its apostolic simplicity and with
God-given power. Even the distinguished Daniel Econtre, president
of the Faculte of Sciences, fell under the spell of Robert Haldane's
gift for presenting scriptural doctrine with convincing power and
grasped his hand not long before he died, exclaiming, '" Je suis un
grand pecheur, mais j'ai un grand Repondant! "

A revival set in and men endued with fire from on high were
sent forth as flaming instruments of God to awaken the churches
and spread the beneficent influence of the free grace of God far
and wide. That God would raise up another such as Robert Haldane

!,t,~
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is our prayer, and meantime we seek to spread the truths he pro
claimed without fear or favour, as we are enabled through the
printed page.

But pastors in France are lamentably poor and such a work as
that envisaged would need the mediacy of much prayer and
support. Should God constrain public spirited men and women,
with a love for France, to forward such an effort the possibilities for
lasting good are limitless. GEOFFREY WILLIAMS.

[An extract from an article in The Evangelical Library Bulletin,
Autumn 1959.J

CHRISTIAN'S SIGHT OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS

Now I saw in my dream that the highway, up which Christian was
to go, was fenced on either side with a wall, and that wall was called
Salvation. Up this way, therefore, did burdened Christian run, but
not without great difficulty, because of the load on his back.

He ran thus till he came at a place somewhat ascending; and
upon that place stood a Cross, and a little below, in the bottom, a
Sepulchre. So I saw in my dream, that just as Christian came up
with the Cross, his burden loosed from off his shoulders, and fell
from off his back, and began to tumble, and so continued to do,
till it came to the mouth of the Sepulchre, where it fell in, and I saw
it no more.

Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said with a merry
heart, He hath given me rest by his sorrow, and life by his death.
Then he stood still a while to look and wonder; for it was very
surprising to him that the sight of the Cross should thus ease him
of his burden. He looked, therefore, and looked again, even till the
springs that were in his head sent the waters down his cheeks.

Now, as he stood looking and weeping, behold, three Shining Ones
came to him and saluted him with, Peace be to thee. So the first
said to him, Thy sins be forgiven: the second stripped him of his
rags, and clothed him with change of raiment; the third also set a
mark on his forehead, and gave him a roll with a seal upon it,
which he bade him look on as he ran, and that he should give it in
at the Celestial Gate: so they went their way. Then Christian gave
three leaps for joy. and went on singing-

Thus far did I come laden with my sin,
Nor could aught ease the grief that I was in,
Till I came hither. What a place is this!
M ust here be the beginning of my bliss?
Must here the burden fall from off my back
Must here the strings that bound it to me crack?
Bbt Cross! blest Sepulchre! blest rather be
The Man that there was put to shame for me!

JOHN BUNYAN, Pilgrim's Progress.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"HE LED THEM BY THE RIGHT WAY"

DIVINE GUIDANCE

A Sermon by the Rev. W. H. KRAUSE (Dublin)

(( And He led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a
city of habitation."-Psalm 107: 7.

THE Psalm from which this text is taken having been read in our
services this day, and the attention of the congregation having been
specially directed to its subject matter, I have sekcted a sharL porLion
from it, as bringing out some very precious truths of till" (:ospd for
the instruction of God's people.

You will observe that the Psalm is graphically descriptive of the
vicissitudes to which all human nature is subject. BlIt, brethren,
God does not write books, nor write psalms, to show liS nothing
more than what the people of this world are doing. 1'1](' object of
the Word of God is, to set before us God's dealings witll Jlis own
people. They are "the salt of the earth." Accordingly, we are told
very early in this Psalm who the people are to whonl it specially
refers; who the people are, who arc capable of discerning the hand
of the Lord in His most marvellous and most merciful dealings with
them in all their history and experience. "0 give thanks unto the
Lord," the Psalmist says, " for He is good, for His mercy endureth
for ever: let the redeemed of the Lord say so."

The people who are spoken of in this Psalm arc represented as
travellers, some by sea, some by land; or they are represen ted as in a
wilderness, pursuing a journey under the pressure of great trials and
great difficulties. But the Lord watches over them; He helps tllem,
He carries them on their way, and He brings them safely to their
home.

The people of the Lord, whoever they are-sinners who have
been brought to believe the Gospel-they are the objects of the
Lord's unceasing care and regard; they have everything they want
here, and they have everything laid up for them hereafter.

1. Now, in the first place, I shall speak of the relation in which
thue peopre stand in the Lord, which is the very ground of all the
favour that is shown to them.

2. I shall, in the second place, speak of the nature of the
guidance which is here promised to them, and which is spoken of
as given to them.
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3. And I shall set before you, in the third place, the successful
zssue of all this-they are led to "a city of habitation."

1.-THE RELATIONSHIP TO THE LORD

Now, these are not merely Old Testament matters which come
under our consideration at this time. This is not such a Psalm as
the 78th or the 106th Psalm. We shall have occasion, as we go
on, to refer you to certain facts in the history of Israel of old, as
they are re-echoed in the experience of God's people now. This
Psalm is a Psalm for all " the redeemed of the Lord." And here we
make this proposition, that the relation in which they stand to the
Lord is the ground upon which they are taught to expect guidance
at His hand.

I suppose I need not tell you how full the Scriptures are of
declarations concerning the care, and tenderness, and regard of the
Lord towards His people. I shall just give you one passage as a
key to your study of this subject when you go to your homes. In
the 7th verse of the 34th Psalm we read: "The angel of the Lord
encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them."
The. character of the people of the Lord is here set before us
they are a people who" fear God." The declaration which is made
concerning such is, that " the Angel of the Lord encampeth round
about them." In the 15th verse the Psalmist says again, « The eyes
of the Lord are upo·n the righteous, and His ears are open unto
their cry." Here is the character of the people of the Lord again.
They are a righteous people; they are a people who can lift up
their heads before the Lord, as having "neither spot, nor wrinkle,
nor any such thing." They are a people blameless before God;
they stand before Him in that righteousness which is "unto and
upon all them that believe," even" the righteousness of God, which
is by faith of Jesus Christ." They are a righteous people, and
moreover they are a praying people for" His ears are open unto

- their cry."
Now, brethren, it may be said that we are preachers of very

exclusive doctrines; but remember this, if this be your character,
you are the people of God. I exclude no man; I give you the
marks and evidences which are laid down in this Book. Judge your
own selves. I judge no man. I say that the people who fear God are
His people. His people are a righteous people in their standing be
fore God, and in their character before men; and they are a people
who eaU upon the Lord, who pray to Him, who cry to Him. There
fore judge your own selves.

It is of these people that the Holy Ghost, by the Psalmist, here
writes; and the relation in which they stand to the Lord is, that they
are His redeemed ones.

Now:, in setting forth to you the grounds upon which these people
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have a right to expect guidance from the Lord, I might begin very
high. I might tell you, for it is a great Scripture truth, that these
people of the Lord have been from everlasting in union with the
Lord Jesus Christ; they have from all eternity been seen of God
as members of the mystical body of the Lord Jesus Christ. I never
can give up this truth, brethren. I place it at the foundation of all
the great superstructure of blessing that we are taught afterwards to
rear.

It would be an interesting matter, if this were our special object
at this time, to show you how the Lord, according to His everlasting
covenant, watched over His people in their alienated· and unregener
ate state, and how He did not suffer them to perish in their sins.
It is a very touching and a very interesting matter to the hearts of
those of God's people who perhaps, after a long career of ungodli
ness, of carelessness, and of worldliness, have been brought to know
the Lord-it is, I say, very interesting to them to review His dealings
with them; to look at the long-suffering and forbearance of the
Lord towards them; to see how He hedged them in; how He even
closed the path against them, when they were running headlong to
destruction. All this would be an interesting subject for our con
sideration; but what we have specially to speak of at this time is,
the grounds upon which God's people are taught to expect guidance
from the Lord in their present condition.

These people, who have been so precious to the Lord from all
eternity, have, if I may say so, an additional claim upon Him,
in virtue of their redemption-condition in the Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the argument which the Apostle Paul urges in the 5th
chapter of his Epistle to the Romans. In the sixth verse he says,
and 0 hear this word of the Gospel, dear brethren! and may God
commend it to the hearts of those who hear it with their outward
ears-hear what the Gospel says-" When we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly." Take this word
home with you, brethren, and read it for yourselves, and speak it
to your friends around you. It is a most marvellous declaration
that « Christ died for the ungodly." It has been well said, that
" none but an inspired writer would have dared to put forth such a
sentiment as that."

Let the world talk as it may of the Antinomianism of Gospel
preachers; but let them hear what the Apostle Paul, under the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, teaches in the 8th verse of that
chapter, "God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us." You see there was nothing of a
redeeming quality in these men. God's people have been saved,
as sinners, through the blood of the Lord Jesus.

But mark what he adds-" Much more, then, being now justified
by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him." Iris the
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only redemption which I can understand. I do not understand a
redemption through the blood-shedding of the Lord Jesus, which
wiII afterwards suffer the wrath of God to come upon the redeemed
sinner; but I do understand this argument, that they are" justified
by His blood." It is a remarkable expression. (If I am to enter
into the views which many have concerning the redemption of the
Lord Jesus Christ, then I say, Let all men have the benefit of it;
all are justified by His blood; all are saved from wrath through Him.
Give all the full benefit of it-all are saved.')

But the Apostle adds-" 1£ when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, wc shall be saved by His life." "Reconciled by His
death." I t is the only thing which can reconcile the sinner to God.
They who are reconciled, are saved from wrath; they who are
saved from wrath, are justified. I understand this, and it is a very
precious Gospel. It seems to me as if the Apostle's argument were
this: If these people were of SUcll value, that-vile, sinful, un
worthy creatures as they were-the precious blood of God's dear
Son was poun-cl out upon the cross for them, God is not now going
to allow them to travel on their way in uncertainty, as if it were
a chance work whethel' they should arrive safely at their destination.

And now, brethren. consider what the people are who are made
partakers of this great salvation. Consider what they are in time.
Remember that they are a people who, in time, are called out by
the covenant engagement and power of the Holy Ghost, and brought
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Remember that they are brought
into a new position. We must endeavour to make this matter as
plain as we can. What we mean to say is this, that the man who
has been hitherto living in carelessness, and in indifference to the
Lord and His truth, in due time, when the Lord pleases-for it is
aB arranged according to the purpose of God-he is brought to be
lieve the testi mony concerning Jesus; he is brought into a new
position; he stands forth as one reconciled to God, through the
blood of His Son; he has peace in his conscience: he is brought into
a new relation, inasmuch as he is now adopted into the family of
God. It is not now for the first time that he is brought into that
family, for that was done before the worlds were made; but he now
" receives the adoption" of a son. He has a new nature; he has a
new life imparted to him. The consequence is, that from that very
moment the man becomes a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
I mean an honest, straightforward believer of the testimony con
cerning' the Lord Jesus Christ; and from that moment he is brought
into new conflicts, new difficulties, new temptations; he has to do
with new enemies; he has new duties devolving upon him.

You observe, we do not make light of the Christian course. We
tell you that there is something in it, brethren. It is not merely
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saying that we are Christians. We have lately told you from this
place that we have reason to believe that God will test your
Christianity; He will test your doctrine, and He will test your
practice. We believe that the day may not be very far off when
there shall be a storm that shall shake the dead leaves from the tree.
There may be a day coming when it will not be considered a light
matter to be a servant of Christ.

And mark, brethren, that, where there is redemption through the
blood of Christ, where there is regeneration by the Spirit of God,
that testimony will be borne which God must have. Everyone of
God's people is the bearer of the banner of God's truth. Your
Christianity is worth nothing, if you are not witnesses for Christ.

Brethren, these are searching truths. We may seem hard in
saying these things, but we are honest. We exclude no man; we
put a brand upon no man; we call no man a reprobate; but wegive
the marks,the tokens, the evidences of the divine life in the soul,
and we ask you, as honest men, Must we not say what God declares
to be the character, the course, the experience of God's servants?
We should expect that God would blight our ministry, if we did not
declare these things, whether men will hear, or whether they will
forbear.

Now, brethren, the people whom we have been describin~ have
a ground upon which they can claim this guidance at the hand of
the Lord. I speak this advisedly. Men may say there seems to be
something of presumption in it; but we hold it to be a most blessed
truth, that the man who is righteous in Christ Jesus, and who is
adopted into the family of God, has a right and title in Christ, and,
by vz:rtue of his union to Him, to expect the guidance which belon~s

tqv~ll the Lord's children.

n.-THE NATURE OF THE GUIDANCE

We shall now speak of the nature of this guidance.
It is said, " He led them by the right way." You observe, in the

first place, that this guidance is of Jehovah Himself, and here the
Old Testament types come in. The history of Israel is most striking
in this point of view. In the 19th of Exodus we read of the Lord
saying to that people, "Ye have seen what I did to the E~ptians,

and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.
Now, therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all
people; for all the earth is Mine." Now this was Old Testament
privilege.

But the New Testament teaches us precisely this same blessed
truth. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself teaches us that "When He
putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them, and the sheep
follow Him, for they know His voice." I might refer you to such a
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passage as the 55th of Isaiah, where there is a promise of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and where it is said by the Father: "I have given
Him for a Leader and Commander to the people." I might refer
you, again, to the 2nd of Hebrews, where He is spoken of as "the
Captain of our salvation."

JEI-roVAH HIMSELF THE GUIDE

All these passages, brethren, bring before us this great truth, that
.1ehovah Hinuelf must be the Guide of this people; and °what an
humbling truth this is' We marvel what these men will say of this,
who talk to us of that inherent stock of grace which is to keep them
on their way; who tell us of their own resolutions and their own
resources. 0, brethren, it is an humbling doctrine which is set
before us here, that the Lord Himself must take His people by the
hand; that He must lead them; that He must guide them all the
way. They are a poor, ignorant people, and they have corruption
within them, which would sink them to the lowest hell, if the Lord
were to leave them to themselves for a moment. Here, then, is the
nature of this ,guidance, that the l,ord Himself must be the guide
of His people.

CUID,\NCE BY THE 'WORD

We shall remind you, in the next place, of the manner in which
God does guide these people, because some of you may think we
arc bordering upon enthusiasm in this matter. vVe want to show
you that there is plain common sense in these truths. The people of
Israel h;Jd the pillar of the cloud which went before them; they
had a sensible manifestation of the Lord's presence amongst them.
Men may ask if theirs were not a greater privilege than ours.
Brethren, we are not under a darker dispensation than the people
of Israel were, but under a brighter. The guidance which the Lord
now gives his His people is Hi., Word. "Thy Word/' says the
Psalmist in the 119th Psalm-" Thv Word is a lamp to my feet, and
a light unto my path." That Word. which is of itself a dead letter
without the accompanying power of the Spirit of God, is not alone
the charter of our salvation, and our warrant for looking up to
God as accepted in the Beloved, but it is our Guide as to the truth
of God, in which we are to hold fast, under the Spirit's powerful
teaching, all the way. And, brethren, we believe that unless a man is
established in the truth of Christ he is ready to fall into any error.

I do not think that those men of great name, of whom we have
heard in the sister country, learned men, men, as they tell us, most
eminent for piety-I do not think that those men ever knew what it
was to drink from the pure fountain of God's most blessed Word,
for had they known this, they would never have gone to slake their
thirst at the muddy pools of Romanism. I cannot think that any
man could ever turn from the rich pastures of God's most blessed
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truth to wallow in error. They may have known a kind of caricature
of the Gospel; they may have made a gospel of their own; but do
not tell me that men could have known the Gospel which tells us,
that" Jesus Christ is made of God unto us wisdom, and righteous
ness, and sanctification, and redemption," and that they could ever
turn their backs upon it afterwards, and for what-for error, and
for superstition, and for idolatrous practices and ways.

0, brethren, if Christ is not everything, He is 1l10ithing. If the
blood of Jesus Christ, G<Jd's co-equal, co-eternal Son, does not
cleanse me from all sin, as Scripture teaches me that it does, then
let me go to penances, then let me betake myself to purgatory, then
let me look to «the Church" to save me.

But 0, blessed truth! when a man has found this guidance in the
Word which is "a lamp unto his feet, and a light unto his path,"
God has put him in that way which will enable him to travel home
ward, not only safely, but cheerfully.

0, be not deceived when the infidel, of whatever shade or cast he
be, comes to you with an old and worn-out argument-one which
has been shivered to atoms over and over again-when he tells you
that all men search for truth in the Bible, that one man takes this
as truth, and that another man takes something else as truth, and
that all these errors are taken out of God's Word-do not be
deceived by these things. TRUTH IS ONE. And let me tell you, that
these upholders of error,multiplied and manifold error, dare not
come to the Word of God; they are obliged to hide the Word of
Truth, or they are obliged to pare it, and to clip it, but they dare
not come to the light of truth. They will fight under the banner of
«the Church," they will take up any other standardl but God's
blessed Word.

And then, remember that you are not to expect a natural man,
an ungodly man, an unscriptural man, to enter into the arguments
that you have been taught by the Spirit of God, if you are believers
of His truth. You remember that word which we have in the
fourteenth verse of the 2nd of 1st Corinthians-" The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
unto him, neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned."

THE RIGHT WAY

But one word more as to the nature of this guidance. It is said,
" He led them by the right way." Where we have set before us the
wisdom of the Lord, every child of God must infallibly be led in the
right way.

o The man who is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ may have to
pass through sorrows, through temptations, through agonizing con
flicts and struggles, but withal, he must be led in "the right way."

l
~

1
1
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And let men say what they will about it, the broken bones of many of
God's servants have taught them very wholesome lessons. The.
temptations, the weaknesses, the shortcomings, these things are not
lessons thrown away upon God's people.

And as to their outward trials, it has been well said by that godly
man, Ambrose Serle: "The time will come when Job will thank
God for his dunghill; the time will come when Jeremiah will thank
God for his dungeon." It will be obvious in that day that no other
way would have been as good as that by which the Lord leads us;
and that the tears, and the trials, and the difficulties, and the
humblin?;s of God's servants have been so many links in a chain of
love as well as of wisdom.

IlL-THE SUCCESSFUL ISSUE

And then, brethren, see what the successful issue of all this will
be. The object of the Lord is to lead His people to "a city of
habitation."

Now this word is evidently spoken in reference to the spiritual
guidance of God's people. In the 11 th of Hebrews, when the
Apostle is speaking of men who in Old Testament times were
witnesses for God, in the midst of an evil world, he tells us that
" God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He hath prep'ared
for them a city." Again, you remember the word which our blessed
Lord speaks in the 14th of John. He says, " I go to prepare a place
for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you unto myself, that where I am there ye may be
also."

Mark two things-God never prepared a city upon a contingency
that there might never be any people to inhabit it. Mark, in the
second place, if God had left us to find our way to that city, as
well as we could, we should never arrive there; and therefore, the
Lord must lead His people all the way, until He lands them safely
in that blessed habitation.

0, what a prospect is this! How it cheers the hearts of God's
servants in this their pilgrimage journey! They shall have done .
with sin then. And I believe that, if we live much longer in our
present state, we shall see sin abound to a degree that we never have
witnessed in this world. There shall be no more false doctrine then,
there shall be no more dishonour put upon the name and truth of
the Lord Jesus Christ then.

It is a blessed prospect, and God's people are as sure of it as it is
sure that the Lord Himself is upon His throne. The oath, the
covenant, the faithfulness, the power, the love, and the wisdom of
Jehovah are all engaged on their behalf, and therefore, they must
be brought there.

J



28 The Gospel Magazine

AN AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS
Now, brethren, before I close, may I not, without the imputation

of uncharitableness, without assuming to mark any individual, speak
ing as I am at this time in the presence of strangers many-may I
not, I say, without the imputation of uncharitableness, say, that
it may be that in this congregation at this time assembled, there
may be men who know in their own hearts that they are not in the
right way. As I said before, I exclude no man, but I would charge·
the inquiry home upon your own consciences. We have often told
you from this place that we have to deal with your consciences;
God deals with your hearts. But we know that when a minister

• preaches the truth of God, he deals with the consciences of those
whom he addresses.

I have no hesitation in saying, that there is not a man in this
congregation at this time, no, nor if it were ten times larger-I say,
there is not a man in this congregation at this time, who does not
at this moment take his place in the ranks to which he knows that
he belongs. I parade not these men before me, and say, Sirs! you
are not in the right way; for I am sure that each one of you has
at this moment put himself into the ranks to which he belongs.

And then, Are we not to speak a word of faithful warning to
such men? Did you hear that narrative which was read in the
Gospel for this day? Did you hear of " a great gulf" fixed between
one place and another? Did you hear of that sinner who perished
in his iniquity, and who wanted "one drop of water to cool his
tongue." Is this a fable? Was it written to amuse men, or perhaps
to alarm them? 0, brethren, it was written as a word of very
solemn warning, which the minister of the Lord must bring before
you. We must say to you, that every man who is not looking for
salvation from first to last in Jesus, is not in the right way. May
God bring this solemn truth home to your heart-He can do it.

But it may be that we are, at this time, addressing another class,
men who have been upon the wrong way for a long time, and
who are not satisfied with it; men who have found that the world
cannot satisfy them, and that false doctrine, the miserable husks
which error would present, cannot satisfy them. 0, that such would
read this Psalm; they would find in it a description of the poor,
hungry, thirsty soul finding no rest, everything wrong within, every
thing wrong without; but yet four times is it repeated in this Psalm,
that when these pOlor driven ones cried unto the Lord, « He delivered
them out of their distresses." This is the Gospel which we proclaim,
brethren. Our blessed Lord when He was upon earth repeated it
over and over again, and acted it over and over again, that no sinner
sh~:)Uld ever go to Him for relief and be sent empty away.

And, brethren, we were going to say if, but we will not say « if,"
~or we know th2t we are addressing at this moment some of God's
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tried ones, men who have learned, under the teaching of the Spirit,
that they have not a shred of righteousness but that which God
Himself puts upon them; and they are at this time perhaps de
pressed in spirit, perhaps tried and tempted. 0, let such hear this
gracious word of promise-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee."

GOD'S PEOPLE UNDER TRIAL

I know that I am addressing some of God's people at this time,
who are feeling deeply the pressure of outward circumstances of trial;
some who are at this moment smarting under an open wound, and
who are afraid to look at the morrow, except as they know that He
who brings the morrow can, on the morrow, shed light upon their
path of trial and of difficulty.

We speak to such, and we say to them, ° blessed family! blessed
people! who have been taught of God what it is to nestle under
the wing of Jesus. He who is the Leader of His people, He upon
whom the responsibility rests-we bless God for this truth-HE UPON
WHOM THE RESPONSIBILITY RESTS of bringing His people safely home
-He is regulating the degree and the duration of the pressure, and
He will never" suffer you to be tempted above that you are able."
Remember that He has revealed Himself to us in His Word, as
havi~g the peculiar prerogative of wiping away the tear from the
weepmg eye.

0, beloved, may the Lord lead you to expect the mighty power of
the Spirit to make such revelations of Jesus to your souls at this
time, that you may see in Him a supply suited to all your necessi
ties, all your heart's cravings! 0, that He may shine upon your
path; may He enable you to say, "Though He slay me, yet willl
trust in H im.JJ
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

~- -

A BISHOP OF LONDON

JOHN KING (1559-1621)

(Bishop of London 1611-1621)

JOHN KING was born four hundred years ago (1559) at Worming
hall, Bucks., which is in dose proximity to Ludgershall, in the same
county, where John Wydiffe exercised pastoral labours, prior to
Lutterworth with which place his name is generally associated.
Worminghall is situated in a pleasant country district, not far from
the borders of Oxfordshire.

Of the childhood of John King nothing seems to have come down.
Probably he attended first of all the village school, but whilst a mere
boy he was removed to'London, and there he received some educa
tion in Westmnister School.

I.-VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, 1607

It is known that John King went to Oxford in his seventeenth
year, and that at that time there were various Protestant exiles who
had fled from papal persecution from France and elsewhere, resident
in the university. Notable contemporaries include John Doddridge,
later a distinguished judge and an ancestor of Philip Doddridge, of
Northampton; Miles Smith; Waiter Travers, lecturer in the Temple;
Richard Hooker, who came into collision with Travers; and Robert
Abbot, subsequently Bishop of Salisbury.

John King was presented by Queen Elizabeth to the living of
St. Andrew's, Holborn, 1597, and ten years later became Vice
Chancellor of the University from 1607 to 1610. During this term
of office there were many in residence who were afterwards notable
for their adornment of "the doctrine of God our Saviour in all
things" (Titus 2: 10). In the year 1607 Robert Sanderson and
Robert Abbot can be named. In the year 1608 there were William
Greenhill, Accepted Frewen, Sebastian Benefield and John Preston
among others. In the year 1609 there were Thomas Goodwin,
Robert Bolton and William Gouge. To those familiar with names of
the Puritan brotherhood, the aforementioned speak volumes.

!I.-BISHOP OF LONDON, 1611

John King became Bishop of London in 1611. "When he was
advanced," says Thomas Fuller, "to the see of London, he en
deavoured to let the world know that that place did not cause him
to forget his o,ffice in the pulpit, shewing by his example that a
bishop might govern and preach too. In which office he was so
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frequent that, unless hindered by want of health, he omitted no
Sabbath whereon he did not visit some pulpit in or near London."

IlL-LECTURES UPON THE BOOK OF JONAH

John King had been appointed to the Archdeaconry of Notting
ham in 1590, at which time he was also a "preacher in the city of
York." There his lectures were delivered. We would quote a few
extracts from Jonah 2: 8, 9: cc They that observe lying vanities
forsake' their OWn mercy. But I will sacrifice untol thee with the
voice oof thanksgiving; I will pay that I have vowed. Salvation is of
the Lord."

THEY FORSAKE MERCY

"Mercy forsaketh not them, but they mercy. God is ever
foremost in love, never hateth till He is first hated. It is not
only to hazard, and put in adventure, nor to extenuate and
diminish the mercy of God, but wholly to renounce it, and so
send a farewell to God, to embrace vanities. It is a wall of
partition betwixt us and grace; I had almost said it as the great
gulf that was betwixt Abraham and the rich man. Surely it
shall stand as the faithful witness in heaven, that 'neither
idolater, nor adulterer, nor covetous persons' (both which, with
many other offenders, are idolaters in another kind), ' shall ever
inherit the kingdom of God,' Luke 16. You see how the con
sequence holdeth. Love they the one? They certainly leave the
other. There is no halting betwixt two opinions: if God be God,
they must follow Him alone, there is no mingling of Baal with
Him. Our God is a jealous God, and suffereth no co-partner
or competitor in any part of that honour that belongeth unto
Him. But in leaving mercy, so sweet and amiable a nature in
Him that is love itself, unwise and unhappy wretches, what do
they leave? More than all the wordly solaces shall be able to
supply unto them; they leave even the 'bowels of mercy,' as
Zacharias sang in the gospel of Luke, chapter 1; for' as a father
pitieth his children' (and more by a thousand degrees), ' so hath
the Lord compassion toward all them that fear Him,' Psalm 103.
And' a mother may forget the fruit of her womb,' but the Lord
shall never forget His children of election. . . . .

Peter told his Master in the gospel to show how willing they
were to make Christ their only advantage, 'Behold, we have
left all.' He might as truly have said, Behold, we have found all.
They left their fathers, mothers, kinsfolk, houses, nets, vanities;
they found the mercy of God, which made a full amends. These
other were the things that were made to be left. We must leave
lands and houses, wives and children, with their temporal com
modities. But the change of the apostles of Christ was not
unprofitable change, to have left all for Him that is above
all. ....
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SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

, I will offer sacrifices,' etc. Why? Because 'salvationti's the
Lord's.' I am sure it is the sum of the whole discourse.... it
is the argument of the whole prophecy, and might have con
cluded every argument therein. The mariners might have writ
ten upon their ship, instead of Castor and Pollux, or the like
device, 'Salvation is the Lord's'; the Ninevites in the next
chapter might have written upon their gates, 'Salvation is the
Lo>rds'; and whole mankind, whose heart, in the last, might
have written in the palms of their hands, 'Salvation is .the
Lord's.' It is the argument of both the testaments, the staff and
supportation of heaven and earth. . . .

And doubtless though every creature in the world, whereof
we have use, be a treatise and narration unto us of the good
ness of God, and we might weary our flesh, and spend our days
in writing books of that unexplicable subject, yet this,short
apophthegm of Jonah comprehendeth all the rest, and standeth
at the end of the song, as the altars and stones that the patri
archs set up at the parting of the ways, to give knowledge fo the
after-world, by what means he was delivered. I would it were
daily preached in our temples, sung in our streets, written. upon
our door-posts, painted upon our walls, or rather cut with an
adamant claw upon the tables of our hearts, that we might
never forget salvation to be the Lord's. We have need of, such
remembrances to keep us in practice of revolving the mercies of
God.....

I know it grieveth Abimelech at the heart, that a w()man
should cast down a millstone upon his head, to kill him, Judges
9 : 53, and therefore he calleth his page to thrust him thr;ough,
that men might not say, 'A woman slew him.' It grieveth
Abimelech of Rome, and his whole faction, that the Church of
England, and the whole estate of our land under the govern
ment of a woman, should be better able to defend itself against
his tyranny than any country in Christendom. . . . .

Her father, and brother of most famous memory had broken
his legs before, as they brake the legs of the thieves upon the
cross; the one his right leg of rents and revenue, the milk and
honey of our land; the other his left leg of idolatrous worships,
the doctrine of men, false and erroneous opinions, wherewith
the children of this realm had been poisoned for a long time.
Queen Elizabeth hath bruised his head (for though his legs
were broken, he began to gather strength again). He now com
mandeth not, liveth not within our land (save in a few dis
ordered and luxate members, which, as the parts of an adll~r are
cut asunder, retain some life for a time, but never, I trust, shall
grow into a body a,gain), neither is he likely to revive amongst
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us, unless the Lord shall raise him up for a plague to our
unthankfulness."

IV.-SERMON PREACHED IN YORK, 17TH NOVEMBER, 1595

"BEING THE QUEEN'S DAY"

Whilst displaying embellishment of learning, the present writer
does not consider that John King's writings exhibit the spiritual
depth and experimental savour of the average Puritan. However,
we think that the following extracts afford interesting reading, and
we would wish that this country were favoured in this present reign
of the second Elizabeth with such forthright comments proceeding
from high places.

"Like unto him there was no king before him ...." (2
Kings 23 : 25). Because my text standeth wholly in comparison
betwixt Josiah and other kings, give me leave, I beseech you,
in a few words, for the advancement of God's blessed name,
whose goodness we are highly bound to acknowledge, a testi
mony of mine own dutiful heart, and a further animation to
you, my brethren, and the children of this land, to continue
your obedience and faith, to make some little comparison be
twixt good king Josiah and gracious queen Elizabeth.....

Josiah pulled down altars, priests, groves, high places, houses
of Sodomites: Elizabeth left neither college or cloister, nor any
other cage of idolatrous birds, and neither monk nor friar, to
feed her people with errors.

Josiah found and restored the book of the law hidden in
obscurity: Elizabeth delivered from darkness and banishment
the testaments of her God, not only buried and hidden in an
unknown tongue, but in corners and holes laid up, and forbidden
the light of heaven; restoring both the letter of the book to a
vulgar language, and her people to freedom of conscience, who
might not read before but privily and by stealth, as men eat
stolen bread.

Finally, Josiah was directed in all his ways by the book of
the law: and no other star guided the heart of our gracious
Esthcr. .Tosiah caused the book of the law to be openly read:
she, the everlasting gospel to be preached throughout all her
realms and dominions. . . . .

, Oh! pray for the peace of Jerusalem.' Pray for the peace
of England. Let prayers anel supplications be made for all
people, especially for Christian kings, most especially for our
sovereign lady and mistress. Let us fear God; and all the
enemies of the world, even the kingdom of darkness, shall fear
us. Let not our sins reign, and our queen shall long reign
over us....

Humble yourselves in time, you high-minded and high-looked,
that her horn may be exalted, anel her root flourish amongst us



34 The Gospel Magazine

yet many years. Traitors, forbear at length to plot your treasons,
which have long bred, never brought forth. The Lord is king,
and His handmaid is queen, be the earth never so impatient.
Time-serving hypocrites, lay down your dissimulations. How
long will you halt between Rome and England? Rebels, for
sake and resign your unlawful arms. Say not, as those seditious
did, 'What part have we in the son of David?' The son of
David shall prevail, and the daughter of Henry prosper in all
her ways, when your heads shall lie low enough, and your
swords shall have drunk their fill of your own flesh. Let it
suffice you, the untamed brood of our land, to have blotted
your memories with none other censure than that which is
written in the book of God, I Sam. 10: 26, 27, that a 'band of
soldiers followed Saul, whose hearts the Lord had touched, but
they were wicked that cried, How shall he save us? '

And you, my beloved brethren, the true children of England,
knit your souls and tongues together, as if you were onc man,
and say, with a strong united cry and a perfect heart, that God
may regard it from above, ' 0 Lord, preserve Queen Elizabeth! '
And let Amen, even the faithful witness of heaven, the word and
truth of his Father, say Amen unto it. Even so, Lord Jesus,
Amen, Amen: hearken to the prayers of thy servants that ,~o

not out from feigned lips .... hide her like a chosen shaft in
the quiver of thy carefullest providence, and give her a long
life, even for ever and ever. Amen."

V.-DEATH AND SUBSEQUENT FALSE REPORTS

John King died on the 30th March. 1621. Those familiar with
the history of that period are not surprised that immediately after
his death, it was reported by the papists that he had sent for one
of their priests, during his illness, and that he had died in com
munion with them.

A sermon was preached at Paul's Cross on the 25th November,
1621, by his son, Henry King, "Upon occasion of that false and
scandalous Report touching the supposed apostasie," who refuted
the false charges in some detail. After many details in refutation.
Henry King gathers up thus: "..... I have nothing to convince
them but a plain unglossed denial. They say it is so, I know it is not.
. . . . These are stale tricks with our adversaries, since it hath long
been their practice .... out of the abundance of their Romish
charity, would persuade the world he died reconciled unto their
Synagogue, for I may not call it Church. . . . Lastly, that none
may wonder or be perplexed, or through a nice misprision suspect
there could not but be some ground for their far-blown calumny,
let him remember the word that Christ said, and what He suffered,
and then all wonder will end in satisfaction. For who can think it
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strange that Christ's servants are slandered when He, their Lord
and Master, could not avoid the poisoned breath of slander."

The consuming zeal of John King was the more remarkable, in
that for many years he was a sufferer from an excruciating disease,
to which his son makes mention in the sermon aforementioned.
From the beginning of his sickness he was enduced with such a

" well-knit patience that some of his brethren coming purposely
to comfort him, professed they found more comfort from him
than they could bring: and though he might truly say with
David, 'I am weary of my groanings,' and 'every night wash
I my bed with tears,' yet never did any impatient murmur
break from his lips against that high hand which had so long
humbled him: neither did that petra, rock-stony disease grow
so fast within him but his Christian resolution hardened as fast,
and his faith built as firmly on the true Rock of his salvation
Christ Jesus .... so that his bed was now like the Mount
Gerizzim, from each corner whereof a blessing resounded.

His speech here felt a stop, but neither our prayers nor his
understanding; for testimony whereof, desired by his chaplain
to make some sign his heart went with us, and took the same
course our prayers pointed out; with a most speedy hasted
elevation of hands he expressed that his heart, like Elias before
the chariot, yet kept pace with us, though his tongue could not;
and though he wanted organs to ejaculate his prayers, the
ejaculation of his eyes darted up to heaven, and supplied that
want. There they got fixed, as if either he had with Stephen
beheld the heavens opening for his admittance, or meant to
make that place whither his soul now banded, or else that his
body was emulous to have gone along with it. For we might
perceive that like the two disciples that ran to the sepulchre,
they both ran to seek Christ; but that other disciple outran
Peter: the soul too swift for the body left it behind."

F.e.

CORREGTION.-The Biographical article in the issue of the Gospel
Magazine for September, 1959, referred to SAMUEL FAIRCLOUGH (not
to John Fairclough).
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CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENCE

I

11

I

I

LETTER OF WILLIAM ROMAINE

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP

My DEAR FRIEND,-As I have not been permitted to talk to you
face to face this summer, why should not I converse with you in
another way? I think it right to tell you my present feelings, and
how I stand affected towards you.

ITS DIVINE ORIGIN
I believe that all the true love in the world comes from the infinite

fulness of Jesus. It has no other source: and He has (eternal
blessings on Him!) warmed my cold heart with some of His precious
love. I fecl a ray of it drawing my airections to my dear friend.
Its sweet influence is from above; its origin is divine; it is indeed
of heavenly extraction and birth. No thanks to me that it partakes
of some of the gracious properties of the Fountain from whence it
springs: for some of them it has, my conscience bearing me witness.
And these, I confess, are not natives of mine own soil; not being
planted in it, am I able to make them grow and flourish? Oh no!
The God of all grace is the free gt.:er; He is the mighty continuer :
without Him they would have never been; without Him they would
have died at their birth, and gone out like a spark in the ocean.

But I do really find some of the image and likeness of my loving
Lord upon my heart, and that towards you. There can be no true
friendship without a union of spirit. In order to be pure and stead
fast, it must be refined from selfish views and carnal motives;
it must spring from no outward attachment, but from a real agree
ment and harmony of soul: such is the nature of Christian friend
ship. It is beyond all Plato's rules and Seneca's morals. They had
no idea of it. Reason the most refined could never understand our
doctrine. He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit: a most wonder
ful union, big with blessings temporal and eternal. Among its
temporal blessings, it is not the least that He reforms the heart, and
makes it loving like His own; capable of receiving His heavenly
friendship, and capable of showing it to His praise by especial love
to His brethren and our brethren.

In whatever view I am considering our Divine Friend, there is
always something which gives Him, and most justly, the pre-emin
ence. He is, and will be for ever, the most blessed Head, which
communicates life, and breath, and all things, to every member.
In the character before us, 0 how exalted, how glorious, is He!
Yes. He is beyond all blessing and praise, for being a present Saviour
to His people; as He mightily delivers them from the tyranny of
their vile tempers, and renders them happy in one another. It is
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from His grace that they put on, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness,
etc. He plants those virtues in the heart; He waters them with the
rain of heaven; He shines upon them; and He makes them flourish
in spi le of all the opposition of selfish passions and inbred lusts;
indeed He does.

There are persons in the world who are infinitely indebted to
Jesus Christ for that brotherly love which is the bond of perfectness,
and who, in some measure, walk in love, according to His teaching.
But they mourn, I know they do, because they find so little gratitude
to Him, and so little conformity to His example. Yet some likeness
there is, and they are striving every day for more, still setting out
afresh: not content with any past attainment, they study both to
love Him more, and to draw more virtue from Him, that they may
love others, as Christ also loved them.

THE LOVE OF CHRIST CONSTRAINS US

Methinks I see one of His disciples warm and eager in this pusuit.
I stop him, and ask, " Sir, upon what principle is it that your heart
is so set upon being like Christ? You are quite unwearied in having
your own hateful tL'll1pers subdued, and in putting on the sweet
dispositions of the meek and lowly Jesus."

His answer, I am sure, would be: "The love of Christ constrain
eth me: 0 how I feci the blessed effect of being one with my Lord!
He has taught me in my very heart to love God, and man for God's
sake: to this dearest Jesus I am indebted for my paradise re
stored; and I am never happier than when I am sensible of my vast
debt; for then I love Him best, and am most enabled to manifest it
to men. Beyond description, beyond conception of any, yea, all
the glorified saints, is the love of Emmanuel to my soul: it is like
Himself, infinite and boundless; it is quite free, given to the un
worthiest, and to the most unthankfu1 : a perfect love, nothing but
love, such as excludes all shyness and coldness, prevents miscon
structions and quarrels, yea, removes the very cause and ground of
them: a communicative love, most generously bestowing a right and
title to all blessings upon the beloved; for thus the grant of the great
charter runs-" All mine are thine" : and, to crown the whole, it
is a lasting love, yea, everlasting, reaching from eternity to eternity.
The more I study and experience of this heavenly love, the more I
find my heart affected with it, and the more I wish that all my
friendships may reflect some image of, and bring some glory to, the
friendship of my Jesus."

Having read this passage over carefully, I can, if called upon,
set my hand and seal to it. All this I know to be true.-W.R.
Some little spark of this holy flame (but, though little, inestimable)
has long ago thawed my frozen heart, and has kept a warmth of
affection in it, which He that kindled it often hears of in prayer
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and praise for you, and of which they who know you and come in
my way, hear also. Some kind providence will, I doubt not, ere long,
let you hear it with your own ears. With pleasing hope I look
forward to a present, because I am sure of a future meeting which
will never end. Our friendship will run coeval with our being: it is
a union formed by the Divine hand of Jesus, who has won our hearts,
and made them one in Himself, in a bond which He will not, and
none else can break: so that we may sing in humble confidence, all
our way to Zion,

The love divine
That made us Thine,

Shall keep us Thine for ever.

Letter 34 (Nov. 23rd, 1773). W. ROMAINE.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

SOME RECENT LETTERS

" J am wntmg to tell you how greatly I enjoyed the Sermon
, A Pierced Christ '-by' E.R.' in this month's' G.M.' .... I took
the November 'G.M.' with me one morning on a journey, and
really I felt so blessed as I read that sermon that I trust I anew
believed in Jesus and felt the beauty of ' things of God' and such
desires to live growing in the knowledge of them that I just did not
want to read the morning paper that lay beside me. T do look
forward to the Magazine each month."-(November 1959).

" We are very thankful to learn of your recovery and that you
are able to edit the Gospel Magazine. We read it with profit and
pleasure."-(November 1959).

" While I am writing to you, I must also tell you how very much
we all enjoy the Gospel Magazine-my mother especially talks of it
so foten, and she does enjoy especially the pages you write each
month.... My sister also enjoys the Gospel Magazine very much
-she has it in ---, and often talks about it in her letters to us.
We do trust that the Lord will bless you in this work of writing-I
do feel that it means a great deal to many of His people to have
such reading matter in their homes month by month."-(November
12th, 1959).

"A copy of The Gospel Magazine was placed into my hand,
which I have read with much profit and blessing. The clear teach
ing and definite witness rejoiced my heart. . . . I have placed a
definite order with my newsagent for future copies."-(October,
1959).
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Poetry

ARE YOU NEEDY?

Tunes: Bullinger; Stephanos.

Are you poor and are you needy?
Are you in distress?

Jesus Christ will be your stronghold,
He will bless.

Is it refuge you are seeking?
Do you want His grace?

He will be each passing moment
Hiding-place.

Does the storm beat on your spirit?
Do you trouble see?

Now, whilst still the winds are raging,
To Him Ace.

Are yOll in life's turmoil striving?
Do yOll feel alone?

Rest, for .Tesus Christ now claims you
For His own.

Are you doubting- He has called you
For the marriage feast?

Surely He will give His welcome
To the least.

39

Do you think that not to sinners
White robes do belong?

Yet for every contrite spirit
Shall be song.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.

A LIVING HOPE

THOMAS PITTAWAY.

DR. ISAAC WATTS' PARAPHRASE OF 1 PETER 1 : 3-5

Blcss'd be the everlasting God,
The Father of our Lord!

Be His abounding mercy praised,
His Majesty adored.
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When from the dead He raised His Son,
And called Him to the sky,

He gave our souls a lively hope
That they should never die.

What, though our inbred sins require
Our flesh to see the dust;

Yet, as the Lord our Saviour rose,
So all His followers must.

There's an inheritance Divine
Reserved against that day;

Tis uncorrupted, undefiled,
And cannot waste away.

Souls, by the power of Goel, are kept
Till the salvation come;

We walk by faith as strangers here,
Till Christ shall call us home.

-IsAAc WATTS, 1707.

PRAISE Tune: Bishopsgarth.

o Come, disciples of the Lord,
Whose sins have been forgiven,

Whose chains which bound you firmly down
By grace have all been riven.

Now sing aloud to Christ your King
With all your ransomed being,

For eyes that once were dim through SIn

A vision bright are seeing.

Come, for our thirsty souls there is
The river of God's pleasure,

And for the faithful there is joy
Beyond man's mind to measure.

Our Jesus is a present help
When aught our mind oppresses,

And they are never without peaee
Whom His good Spirit blesses.

For this and every day is strength
By God Himself provided,

And those who will receive His Word
Have all their footsteps guided.

The God of J acob is our hope
Throughout our human story,

Still leading on through devious ways
Until we meet in glory.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. PITTAWAY.
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THE SIIEPHERD OF JERUSALEM

Copies are available of "The Shepherd of ]erusalem and the
Black Lamb of his bosom," by the Rev. James Ormiston, formerly
Rector of St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol, and Editor (1895-1916) of
The Gospel Magadne.

They can be obtained freely, on receipt of a stamped addressed
envelope, size five inches by seven inches, sent to :

Mr. Desmond Matthews,
11 Nantgwyn Street,

Penygrain,
Rhondda,

Glamorgan.
Postage for single copies would be twopence.

The pamphlet (24 pages and cover)-an S.G.U. publication-is
nicely printed by the Free Grace Press.

It relates an incident that occurred during 11r. Ormiston's visit
to Palestine. Before it was day he stood outside the Damascus Gate
on the north of the city of Jerusalem, and saw a man come out
followed by a little flock of sheep. As the shepherd and flock passed
on, there sounded a feeble bleat-it came from a very young black
lamb hidden all but its little head in the folds of the man's outer
garb.

It touched Mr. Ormiston's heart, and brought to his mind such
passages as John 10, Isaiah 40, Ezekicl 34, and Psalm 78. Mr.
Ormiston reviews the scene in connection with the salvation-office of
Christ, e.g. (1) the shepherd is the owner of the flock, (2) He is
every way responsible for it, (3) He leads them, (4) He leads them
gently, (5) He carried the little lamb in his bosom.

The spiritual reader will find very helpful thoughts throughout,
and we hope that large numbers of copies of the pamphlet will find
a fresh circulation.

CANON LAW PROPOSALS

We have received from Mr. Herbert ]. Cordle, 43 Edmonton
Road, Kesgrave, Ipswich, a copy of his pamphlet (16 pages and
cover, 1/- post free) entitled" Canon Law Pmposals-A Million
Times No! Rather Revision Forward," September, 1959.

Mr. H . .J. Cordle is well-known for his personal protest against
illegal services in the Church of England. For twelve years he paid
his tithe charges on Chantry Farm, Orford; these were payable to
the Rector. But when he saw the celebrant elevate the wafer and
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the chalice of wine and then prostrate himself before them, he felt
that this was illegal mass ritual and idolatry, and told the Rector
that he could not pay tithe charges. This was on the ground that
Lord Chief Justice Cockburn had ruled in 1879 that all inhabitants
of all parishes are entitled to have the legal service performed.

Mr. Cordle quotes the well-known statement:
" That a body of Clergymen should so conspicuously disobey

the law, and continue to do so with impunity, is not only an
offence against public order, but a scandal to religion, and a
source of weakness to the Church of England." (Report of the
Royal Commission of 1906).

Mr. Cordle writes as an ardent Strict Baptist, and there are
naturally some statements to which wc ourselves would not sub
scribe; but we are at one with Mr. C:ordlc in his appreciation of
the doctrinal Articles of the Church of England (he refers to
Articles 10, 17, 18, 22), of which he writes, "Strict Baptists arc in
hearty agreement with the National Church in these things."

The purpose of the pamphlet is to voice his strongly felt con
victions against the illegal Mass in the Church of England and
against the new Canon Law Proposals.

"MY POCKET COMPANION"
For the 45th year of publication My Pocket ComjJanion (1960)

makes its appearance once again. It is now well-known not only in
England and the British Commonwealth, but throughout the world.

It is often used by many friends as a greeting card, since personal
private greetings with the sender's name and address can be added
for 3s. 6d. extra for any quantity. The price of the ordinary edition
is 4d. (or 6d. post free); twelve copies for 4s. 4d., post free. There
are 32 pages and cover, with a pleasing picture of Launcells Church,
near Bude, N. Cornwall.

We ourselves, having in recent years worshipped as well as
preached in Launcells Church, at once recognised the picture. The
hope springs to our mind that friends will visit and support the
Protestant Witness there, maintained by the Rev. C. J. G. Mollan,
who will give them a ready welcome in the Lord's name.

There are superior editions of this annual pocket book at Is. 5d.,
post free (64 pages, limp cloth) and 2s. lOd., post free (Plexide
cover, 94 pages). These have diary pages. (Protestant Truth Society,
184 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4).

The booklet, edited by Mr. A. L. Kensit, is full of helpful reading,
and the Calendar has daily texts connected with Names and Titles
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It includes Hart's verses on The Lord's
Prayer, and has brief pages contrasting Romanism, Anglo
Romanism, Spiritism, and Jehovah Witnesses with the Word of
God.
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THE SCOTTISH COVENANTERS
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The story of tlIe Scottish Covenanters is movingly given by Mr.
.lallles C:os,ar, of Edinburgh, in the 1959 Annual Lecture of The
EV<1l1gdical Library, under the title" Contending for the Faith."

It is ;1 booklet of twenty-four pages, with stiff paper cover. It
includes three portraits-the saintly Samuel Rutherford, Alexander
J Icndcrson, and George Gillespie.

It describes the scene in the old Church of Greyfriars, Edinburgh,
on the last day of February, 1638, when an immense crowd gathered
" to renew Scotland's Covenant with God." Its comment is : "Thus
once again the Scottish people did in 1638 under Alexander Hender
son what they had done under John Knox in 1560 and under
Andrew MeIville in 1585."

The booklet then describes in detail the fifty years' struggle,
1639-1688, which followed, when Scotland was "deluged in the
blood of its bravest sons and fairest daughters." It is a very moving
story.

At its close Mr. Cossar says that the Covenanters were not
ignorant extremists. but were the very cream of Scotland's manhood,
men (and women) of the deepest spiritual convictions. As to the
sermons given by Goel's choice servants they were "by men who
knew intimately the aIel Book-the doctrines of total depravity of
the human race; the suhstitlltionary atonement of Jesus Christ for
His elect; justification by Fai th; imputed righteousness! How
faithfully they proclaimed these truths! "

" What made the Covenanters willing to endure so much? Surely
it was the absolute reality of their faith. To them Christ was
gloriously real and wonderfully precious."

The price of the Lecture is Is. gel., post free (The Evangelical
Library, 78A Chiltern Street, London, W.1.).

BUNYAN'S LAST WORK

John Bunyan's last work, which was in the press when he died in
1688-" The Excellency of a Broken Heart "-has just been re
printed. Jt is a valuable work, and we feel that our readers would
delight to have it (108 pages; copies Ss. 6d., post 9d., from Mr.
O. G. Pearce, The Retreat, Harpenden, Herts.).

It has a " Foreword" by Mr. J. H. Gosden, of Maidstone, who
writes: "We sincerely trust this volume will h.ave a ready sale and
be owneel of the Lord in the construction and encouragement of
His own people."

In the original Preface of 1688, George Cokayn says that Bunyan
"did experience in himself, through the grace of God, the nature,
excellency, and comfort of a truly broken and contrite spirit, so that
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what is here written is but a transcript out of his own heart." Bunyan
was kept low by God's hammering of him by His word and some
times also by more than ordinary temptations and desertions.

Bunyan wrote to show what a broken heart is "for the comfort
of them that have it and the conviction of them that have it not."

Bunyan gives six signs of a broken heart, broken by God's mighty
power. "God," he wrote, "as I may say is forced to break men's
hearts, before He can make them willing that He should have any
concerns with them." He gives nine reasons for the necessity of this.
An invitation, entreaty, outward call, or rational discussion will not
do it-it needs a power, an exceeding power (2 Tim. 2: 25, 26;
John 6: 44).

A broken spirit is, he says, an excellent thing with God, Who will
not despise a broken and a contrite heart. Dr. Watts wrote later
(1719) his paraphrase:

A broken heart, 0 God our King,
Is all the sacrifice we bring;
Thou, God of grace, wilt not despise
A broken heart in sacrifice.

We warmly commend the book, which is beautifully printed and
well bound.

PRAYER FOR PASTORS

I HAVE been stressing lately in one of" Wellsprings" the urgent duty
and privilege of the people to pray much and often for their Pastors.
We never know what exercises they go through and the hindrances
they meet with in their preparation for the sacred ministry.

I once heard a sacred story from the pulpit of a Scotch minister.
He was a faithful preacher of the everlasting Gospel, and as such
never drew the crowds! He was consequently a disappointment to
the Elders of his church and they complained to him that he had
better send in his resignation! He preached for the last time in
sadness of spirit, as we can well imagine, and he remained in the
pulpit until the congregation had dispersed, and the lights were
lowered. He then saw a lad standing in the aisle as though waiting
for him, and he went down; and judge of his sacred joy when the
dear lad said, "Minister, will you teach me? I want to know."
The minister led him into the vestry, and found the boy so eager
to learn that he arranged with him to come one evening a week to
the Manse, where he had many an hour of sacred joy with his
scholar. That scholar in after years was the celebrated missionary,
DR. MOFFAT. " R " (the late Miss Ruth Cowell).
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

"EVEN TO YOUR OLD AGE"
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THE LORD'S DEALINGS WITH HIS PEOPLE

NOTES OF A SERMON BY R. M. MCCHEYNE (DUNDEE)

« Hearken unto me, 0 house of ]acob, and all the remnant of the
house of Israel, which are borne by me from the belly, which
are carried from the womb. And even to your old age I am he;
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have' made, and I will
be'ar; even I will carry, and will deliver yoU."-ISAIAH 46: 3,4.

THERE are times in the life of a believer when he is like a traveller
who has arrived at some hi~h eminence: he can look back on the
way he has gone and the way he has yet to go. So this is a passage
where God tells us what He has done and what He will yet do.

The history of a believer is wonderful, whether we look backward
or forward. If we look back, there is election in a past eternity; and
if we look forward, there is deliverance and final victory. As Christ's
name is " Wonderful," so all the members of His body are wonderful,
for they are" men wondered at."

The history of a believer divides itself into two parts-before and
after conversion.

THE PAST HISTORY

1. 1,et us consider the past history of a believer. Verse 3
" Hearken unto me, 0 house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the
house of Israel, which are borne by me from the belly, which are
carried rrom the womb." God follows His chosen vessels before
their conversion.

Now, let us notice some of His providences; and the first before
they are awakened is, in preserving them. There are some, I believe,
that are like John, "filled with the Holy Ghost even from their
mother's womb" ; or like Jeremiah, " Before thou earnest out of the
womb, I sanctified thee." But this is not the way commonly, for" we
are shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin." We are degenerate
plants of a stranl!:e vine. Now, those that are vessels of mercy are
kept safe. Goel keeps them from falling- into hell. They are often
brought to the brink of it, it may be by a fever, or such like; but
" He sends His word and heals them." Others are cut down; bU,t
God spares His chosen vessels. ,

A second providence before conversion is, God does no~ take away
His Holy Spirit from them. It is a wonder God does not take it
away. Often they resist and grieve the Spirit, and sin against con
victions. Ah, brethren! we will never know till eternity what a
nwrcy it was that God never took away His Spirit from us.
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A third mercy before conversion is, He brings them to the place
where they are awakened. Who brought Zaccheus to the sycamore
tree?-It was the same hand that beckoned him to come down.
Who brought the woman of Samaria to the well?-The same that
told her all things that ever she did. Who brought you and me to
the place where we were awakened ?-It was He that hath " borne
us from the belly, and carried us from the womb "-He who is the
Alpha and the Omega.

A second part of the believer's history is, the time after awakening
and before conversion. U nconverted souls are Satan's property; and
when Christ comes in, no wonder that Satan roars and is enraged;
and so does the world-they do not like to see their companions
leaving them. The tenderest parent is often enraged at his child
leaving him. But let us notice what Cod does for them after they
are awakened.

1. First of all, He does not let them g,o back. ] k makes them to
say, " I have opened my mouth to the Lord, and I cannot go back "
" I will never, never go back." Ah! many are driven back, like a
ship before the stormy sea. Once they bade fair [or Christ and [or
heaven; but they could not bear the tempest of hell and the rage of
an ungodly world. But God's children are carried forward: they are
carried by God from the belly-they are borne by Him from the
womb. Ah! you are not driven back by persecutions, nor by a
tempting world. You can tell the world you have opened your
mouth to the Lord, and you cannot-you will not go back. God
help us to go forward!

2. God keeps them from refuges of lies. Some set out with great
anxiety, but fall asleep, and never awake till they hear the voice,
" Come to judgment! Come to judgment! Come away!" Others
take rest in outward forms, prayer, and ordinances. Some go farther
still-they take rest in their feelings. These are refuges of lies; but
chosen vessels are carried past the temptations of the world. It is a
sweet thing to be carried by Jesus.

3. Another mercy is, they are carried to Jesus-to the Rock-the
smitten rock-to the wounded bleeding bosom of Jesus. God never
rests till He carries them to His Son-" I drew them with cords of
love." It is God that does it. O! if any of you have been brought to
the Rock that is higher than you, it is God that has done it. He does
all, from election to coronation. O'! it is quite natural to be
awakened, but not so to be brought to Jesus-to leave all your own
righteousness, and to take the righteousness of another. O! it is
divine. None but God can make you do it. Ah! can you say, then,
" In the Lord have I righteousness and strength"?

THE FUTURE PART

11. Let us consider the future part of a believe'rs history. Verse
4-"And even to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will
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I ('arry you: I have made and I will bear; even I will carry, and
will deliver you." Here you may observe three particulars.

I. Who' is it that offers to carry them even to old age? It is " I
:1111 he "-" He." It is the very same being- that has broug-ht us
hitherto that will carry us on till He sets us down in g-lory. Ah! it
is a sweet truth-"And even to your old ag-e I am He; and even to
hoar hairs will I carry you." The future history of those of you who
are come to Christ is unknown to yourselves. God in mercy hath
hid it from us; but He hath carried us throug-h the worst already;
and do you think that He that has carried us thus far will let us slip
now?-Ah, no! "And even to old ag-e I am He; and even to hoar
hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear," &c.

Let us notice some of the believer's trials while journeying- throug-h
the wilderness.

And 1st, Temptations. It is when you are broug-ht to Christ that
you feel temptation. But, Ah! you then can say, "Rejoice not
against me, 0 mine enemy! When I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in
darkness, the Lord shall be a lig-ht unto me" (Micah 7 : 8). Never
till a man is brought to Christ does Satan rage and put forth such
wily temptations-" Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to have you,
that he might sift you as wheat" (Luke 22 : 31). As long- as you are
away from Christ, the Devil will let you pray, read the Bible, and
come to the house of God, and let you think you believe; but when
.Tesus comes and draws you to Himself, then temptations begin.
Many a believer is like to fail in the day of adversity; but beloved,
fear not: There is One who hath made, and will bear-who will
carry and deliver you.

2nd, There are afflictions. Ah! there are many, many afflictions,
beloved, between you and the better land. There are the affllictions
of a poor, frail, dying body: There are also soul afflictions-darkness,
desertions, doubting-s, fears: And there are family afflictions. But,
Ah! there is a hand engaged to carry us through. It matters not the
l'IIg-ged mountains, if the sheep be on the Shepherd's shoulder.

:~rd, Another trial is, the time may be long. Some may have a
sll()rt fig-ht and a sure victory-but a step to the crown. Others of
you may have long, long to tarry here: This sweet promise is to
YOII-"And even to old age I am He," &c.

2. Let us consider how He will carry us, through faith. They are
.. I(('pt by the power of God, through faith unto salvation." It is by
l':lilh you first found peace to your soul; so by faith you will be
r:llTircl to the end. You came empty at first, and you found Christ;
so yOIl must come to the last. You came hell-deserving, undone, and
r1osl·d with Him as the Lord your rig-hteousness; so you must come
I" Ill(" last. You came weak, and you found streng-th-you came
I"" II', :md you were made rich; so you must come to the last.

:1. Consider why He will carry us.



48 The Gospel Magazine

1st, Because He hath said it. And hath He said it, and will He
not do it? I t is impossible for God to lie. God will carry you? He
hath pledged His word He will do it.

2nd, He will carry us because His honour is engaged. If we were
suffered to drop from the Shepherd's shoulder, then all in heaven
all in hell-would hear of it; but, Ah! no. Though we sin every day,
yet He pardons us every day-He blots out all our iniquities.

3rd, Another reason why He will carry us is, because He loves us.
Ah, beloved! He loves us better every day. It was said of Jesus,
" He increased in wisdom, and in stature, and in favour with God
and man." So it is with all that arc united to l-Iim. If, when we were
enemies, God loved and Jesus died for us, how much more now,
being reconciled by the death of His Son I Ah, yes! He will love
us-" I have made, and I will bear; evell I will carry, and will
deliver you."

I would now apply this subject. And
1. To you that are bold, and have no fears-no doubts, Ah!

rejoice with trembling. Believer, you are carried by the same hand.
The nailed hand of Jesus is underneath you. Walk softly.

2. To you that are fearful, fear not: your Redeemer is strong. He
that brought you to Christ will bring you safe to glory. He from His
throne will put the crown upon your head-the crown of victory.
He will do it-" I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and
will deliver you." Greater is He that is for you than all that can be
against you." Fear not, little flock: it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom. May God bless His word. Amen.

Dundee. R. M. McCHEYNE.
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