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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

No. 2310.
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In introducing "EDITORIAL," a new feature in the Magazine,
we state the design of The Gospel Magazine, as revealed in its
long history and as it appears to us to-day.

The Gospel Magazine made its first appearance in January,
1766, one hundred and ninety-five years ago. It was to be a monthly
publication, and consisted, as now, of forty-eight pages. It was
entitled "The Gospel-Magazine, or Spiritual Library, Designed to
promote Religion, Devotion, and Piety from Evangelical Principles."
It was printed in London for Joseph Johnson and Benjamin
Davenport at the Globe, in Paternoster Row. Such are the bare
facts of its first publication, gathered from the Title-Page of the
first issue now lying before us as we write. Its bi-centenary will,
n.v., come in five years' time in January, 1966, should the Lord's
Second Coming tarry till then and should the Sovereign Lord of All
see fit to continue its witness and its work.

The design of the Magazine was "to instruct its readers in the
knowledge of the great truths of the Gospel and of those things
which relate to their eternal salvation." It made the Holy Scriptures
the standard of its divinity, which it described as "that confirmed
by the Protestant Churches at the time of their Reformation from
Popery." It included, as to-day, Religious Biography, giving first
of all the lives of those who were the instruments of our happy
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Reformation from Popery and beginning with the morning-star
and founder of our Reformation, John Wickliff. It also proposed
"Spiritual Hymns or Poetry," and in the gracious leading of God
it was the means of giving such blessed hymns as "Rock of Ages"
(Oct., 1775; March, 1776), "All hail the power of Jesu's Name"
(Nov., 1779; April, 1780), "A debtor to mercy alone" (May, 1771):
and many other similar Sovereign Grace hymns. The Magazine
included Dialogues on subjects "which may tend to the awakening
and convincing of sinners and the building up of saints." It in
tended to review newly-published books and "to make observations
on such books as tend to undermine the fundamental truths of the
gospel." It invited articles from "judicious persons of all denomin
ations," and expressed its aim as that of being "to lay before their
families, the young ones especially, a plain account of the truths of
the gospel which contains the good news and glad tidings of
salvation through Jesus Christ to lost sinners."

To-day The Gospel Magazine, while meeting the spiritual needs
of the present times and endeavouring to deal with the abounding
errors which undermine the truth of the Word of God and pervert
the Gospel of Christ, continues as before to maintain the essential
truths of God's Sovereign Grace which the Magazine was founded
to publish and, when necessary, to defend. It stands firm upon the
full inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. It rejects the inroads of
modern criticism, which are the main cause of the decline of the
churches today. It rejoices in the increasing witness expressed in
the re-publication of the standard works of many of the Puritan
Divines while not necessarily adopting every position they ad
vanced or every expression they used. In particular it affirms a
finished salvation in Christ, and knows no "offers of salvation,"
but rests on God's sovereign choice alone "which set His saints
apart and wrought their change of heart." It rejoices that, in its
plan, accomplishment, and effective application, "salvation is of
God alone." In the language of Dr. W. Cunningham, it ascribes
the salvation of sinners "wholly to the sovereign grace of God, the
perfect and all-sufficient work of Christ, and the efficacious and
omnipotent operation of the Spirit." These were the principles
upon which The Gospel Magazine was founded, and by God's
grace they are the principles upon which it is continued to-day.
We rejoice to feel, from the letters we are privileged to receive.
that they are the principles which are valued and welcomed in all
parts of the world by those readers of the Magazine whose hearts
the Lord has opened to receive them.

___ L _
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THE FAMILY PORTION

3

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

A MOTTO FOR 1961

LOVED ... with an everlasting love.
REDEEMED ... with the precious blood of Christ.
KEPT ... by the power of God.
Jeremiah 31 : 3; 1 Peter 1 : 18-19; 1 Peter 1 : 5

THIS MOTTO-CARD, published by the Scripture Gift Mission, forms
the subject of our FAMILY PORTION at the beg-inning of this year. It
was so comprehensive of the love of God to His people that our heart
warmed towards it as soon as we saw it, and we felt at once that it
was God's leading that we should not only adopt it as the year's
Motto for the church worshipping at St. John's with St. Mary-le
Port, Bristol, but that it should also form the subject of the first
Family Portion of The Gospel Magazine at the beginning of the
one-hundred-and-ninety-sixth year of its existence. We trust that,
with God's blessing, it may prove a Motto that will be recalled to
mind again and again throughout the coming year and be a means
of Divine strengthening and cheer to many of God's people.

How truly is the thought expressed in the lines of one who was a
gracious minister at Clifton, Bedfordshire, a hundred years ago:

Loved with love from everlasting,
Lord, Thy church must rest secure;

Bought :with blood, by grace now quickened,
Their eternal peace is sure,

Happy people,
Loved, and bought, and called by grace.

Septimus Sears, 1865.
I. LOVED ... WITH AN EVERLASTING LOVE

The first passage is a quotation from the well-known text in the
Book of Jeremiah:

" Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
Therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."

-Jeremiah 31: 3.
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It occurs in the four chapters (30-33) in which the prophet
Jeremiah g-ave assurances of Restoration to" the people of Israel.
As John in the isle of Patmos was directed to write in a book all
thing-s that he saw (Revelation 1 : 11), so Jeremiah was told: "Write
thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book"
(Jeremiah 30 : 2). It seems natural to take this of the prophecies of
the restoration of the Jews, of their return from captivity among
other nations and their settlement in their own land. To this, we
think, the prophecies of Jeremiah refer in the first instance. In our
own generation we have seen a most remarkable restoration of the
Jewish State in Palestine.

But the words apply to the spiritual people and the Church of
God, and have been so used down the ages since they were first
written. "L have loved thee with an everlasting love" has expressed
to the people of God the covenant love of God for His people from
all eternity. ." Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world" (Ephesians 1 : 34). As Mr. Sears put it
in another hymn:

o people, selected by sovereign love,
Through free grace elected to glory above;
What cause for uniting your voices to sing,
What cause for delig-hting in Jesus your King.

Septimus Sears, 1865

"Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God "-so Paul
wrote in his first epistle to the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 1 : 4), and in
his second epistle to them he rejoiced in the same truth: "But we
are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren, beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth,
whereunto He called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 2: 13, 14).

This love of God is from everlasting to everlasting. "I am the
Lord, I change not: therefore ye sons of .Jacob are not consumed"
(Malachi 3 : 6).

Unchang-eable His will,
Whatever be my frame;

His loving heart is still
Eternally the same;

My soul through many changes goes,
His love no variation knows.

II. REDEEMED ... WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST

The second passag-e is taken from the motive g-iven by Peter for
a sanctified life:
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" Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: forasmuch as
ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradi
tion from your fathers: but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was mani
fest in these last times for you who by Him do believe in God,
that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; that
your faith and hope might be in God" (1 Peter 1 ; 17-21).

There the attention is fixed upon the greatness of the sacrifice of
Christ, upon the tremendous price paid for our redemption-" the
precious blood of Christ." How immeasurably great it was! How
beyond price! Note also what is added of our Redeemer-that He
was foreordained, that He was manifested in these last times, was
raised up from the dead, was glorified.

The Israelite was redeemed with the half-shekel; the sinner is
redeemed, not with silver and gold, but with an inestimably greater
price. Christ's people, given to Him in eternity, were under the
curse; but Christ "hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us" (Galatians 3 : 13).

Lamb of God! when we behold Thee
Lowly in the manger laid;

Wandering as a homeless stranger
In the world Thy hands had made;

When we see Thee in the garden,
In Thine agony of blood

At Thy grace we are confounded,
Holy, spotless Lamb of God!

When we see Thee as a victim,
Bound to the accursed tree,

For our guilt and folly stricken,
All our judgment borne by Thee,

Lord, we own, with hearts adoring,
Thou hast loved us unto blood;

Glory, glory, everlasting,
Be to Thee, Thou Lamb of God !

f. G. Deck, 1838.

III. KEPT .•. BY THE POWER OF GOD

The third passage is also from Peter's words in his first Epistle: .
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven [or you, who are kept by
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Preserved in Christ, and taught to love
His name, His saints, His word:

Preserved to gain a throne above,
And praise and love the Lord.

the power of God through faith unto salvation read-, to be
revealed in the last time" (1 Peter 1 : 3-5).

Peter himself knew what it was to be "kept." The Lord Jesus
had prayed for him that his faith should fail not (Luke 22 : 31-32).
In this passage Peter described regenerate persons as those who are
" kept by the power of God."

What a happy people-ehosen in Christ to salvation, redeemed by
the precious blood of Christ, born again to an inheritance, and
preserved and kept till they enter fully upon their hravenly
inheritance.

The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete:

His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet.

A. M. Topfudy, 1771.
They are kept by God's almighty power. He is a wall of fire

around them. They are guarded and kept as with a garrison. Of
His sheep, the Lord Jesus has said: "They shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father,
which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of My Father's hand" (.John 10 : 28, 29). Hence we
sing with Joseph Irons:

How safe are all the chosen race,
Preserved in Christ their Head,

Before He calls them by His grace,
And after calling led.

6,

Preserved when earth and hell oppose,
Preserved in life and death,

Preserved when wrath destroys their foes,
And victory crowns their faith.

Preserved 'midst Satan's fiery darts,
Through all this wilderness:

Preserved from vile depraved hearts,
For everlasting bliss.

Joseph Irons, 1825.
W.D.S.

HttP'! r: btu t m. nwrtr z. ..?' n. Wl1 at': ".*'l'tt' hnr"
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A HYMN OF THANKSGIVING FOR GOD'S WORD

7

Commemorating- the 350th Anniversary of the Authorised Version
of the English Bible, 1611-1961

By THE RIGHT REVEREND FRANK HOUGHTON

(Drayton Rectory, Banbury, Oxon.]

"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of Cod."-MATTHEW 4: 4.

Jesus said: "It is written ... it is written ... it is written."
-MATTHEW 4: 4, 7, 10.

"The word of Cod is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword."-HEBREWS 4: 12.

"My tongue shall speak 01 Thy Word."-PsALM 119: 172.

My Lord, Who in the desert fed
On soul-sustaining heavenly Bread,
Words that were meat and drink to Thec

a let them daily nourish me !

And since the sword that served Thee well
In battling- with the powers of hell

Is even now at hand for me,
Help me to wield it manfully.

But first, a holy, g-racious Lord,
I pray Thee, let Thy Spirit's sword
Pierce heart and conscience, till I see
Both what I am and oug-ht to be.

Thy Word my rule-and my delig-ht,
My strength for service and for fig-ht!
For this exhaustless treasure-store,
My Lord, I praise Thee and adore!

FRANK HOUGHTON.

Tune: Deus Tuorum Militum (Christian Praise 291),
TrU'TiO, or Wareham.
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE AND

ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER

t
8

AN INTERESTING CENTENARY

'We feel that The Gospel Magazine ought to mark the Centenary
of the Consecration of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol, which occurs
on January 23rd, 1961. The Rev. D. A. Doudney, who was at the
time Editor of The Gospel Maga<.ine, added twelve pages to the
issue of January, 1861, in order to furnish his readers with an
account of how the Lord had led him to become the first Incumbent
of the Parish and had enabled him to build the Church.

The present Vicar is the Rev. Denys C. Sherwood, B.A., St. Luke
with St. Silas Vicarage, 187 Wells Road, Bristol 4. Mr. Sherwood,
who was ordained in 1951, became Vicar in 1956. We express our
sincere good wishes to him in his spiritual, Biblical witness in a
parish so intimately connected in its origin with The Gospel
Magazine. .

The special Centenary Services will (D.V.) be held in March,
1961.

MR. DOUDNEY'S APPOINTMENT TO ST. LUKE'S

Mr. Doudney, who wrote an account of the building of St. Luke's
Church, said that it constituted "one of the most eventful, remark
able, and gratifying eras" of his life and he wrote his account to
show what God had wrought; all the while exclaiming emphatic
ally, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name he the
glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake." To quote his
words:

"It is to no wisdom of ours, no merit to man, to no will of the
creature that we are where we are, or what we are. It is wholly
and solely of God, and that in a way most peculiarly of rich,
and free, and sovereign grace."

Of himself he wrote that "never, never was there a greater debtor
to that grace-never, never, was there a more thorough pauper
upon Divine bounty-never, never did one more largely draw upon
Divine forbearance" than one who addressed them.

He had then been Editor of The Gospel Magazine for nearly
twenty-one years.

It was in the time of the Famine that Mr. Doudney had gone to
Ireland (in 1846), where he was ordained. He felt that in the
Lord's providence, he had been sent there to preserve life. An
Irish peasant said to him, "Sure, sir, it was God Almighty sent you
over to us; for if you hadn't come.hundreds of us would have been
under the clay"-an allusion to the aid he was enabled to render
through the liberal contributions of the readers of The Gospel
Magazine. Afterwards, in the course of eleven years in Ireland, the
Lord used him to establish the Bonmahon Industrial Schools for the

,
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purpose of reprinting Dr. Gill's voluminous "Commentary" and
other invaluable Sovereign Grace works.

A few months after he returned to England he was invited to
preach a trial sermon in Bristol. His text was "Unto you therefore
which believe He is precious." He preached twice afterwards, and
was then unanimously chosen by the five Trustees to be the first
incumbent of the new parish of St. Luke's, Bedminster.

MR. DOUDNEY'S FAITH

In the new parish Mr. Doudney had to start from rock-bottom.
"We have a church to build-schools to build-a house to build."
As the densely-populated parish was "poor in the extreme," they
had to seek for help elsewhere. But Mr. Doudney was in no way
discouraged. "We feel assured," he wrote, "that we shall see the
foundation-stone laid; that church built; and that it will be our
happy and distinguished privilege to 'preach Christ and Him cruci
fied' within those walls

'Tis precious faith the promise sees,
And trusts to Christ alone;

Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries 'It shall be done.'''

A temporary church to accommodate six or seven hundred people
was first erected in Prince's Street and opened on May 1st, 1859.
Dr. Doudney's ministry there for twenty months was much blessed.
Each Lord's Day the building was full to overflowing, and at the
Thursday evening service there was always a large gathering of
attentive hearers. Of this Dr. Doudney wrote: "We were not at all
prepared for the amount of interest that has been shown. The thirst
for the simple truth as it is in Jesus is most striking."

LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE

The chief cornerstone of the new Church of St. Luke's, Bed
minster, was laid on July 26th, 1859, by E. T. INSKIP, ESQ. In an
account of this event Mr. Doudney wrote:

"How great is the responsibility of those who shall, from time
to time, be called to minister in the place about professedly to
be dedicated to the Lord. Will the trumpet give a certain sound
within those walls? Will Christ be the Alpha and Omega of the
salvation that will be proclaimed there? Will Jesus, in His
glorious Person, character, and offices be the one grand theme
of the preacher? Will the fulness, freeness, and finished nature
of a salvation, without money and without price, be declared
beneath that roof? Shall man be set in his right place, and God
in His? Shall the creature be abased, and God alone exalted?
Oh, how momentous these considerations, especially in these
latter times, when every species of error and delusion is so rife;
and remembering, moreover, that Jehovah has 'hid His treasure
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in earthen vessels, the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us" (Gospel Magazine, November, 1859).

In laying the stone MR. E. T. INSKIP) who was the representative
of the chief contributor, Mr. Holmes, said that Bedminster with
its teeming multitudes had long been notorious as the place where
the greatest dearth of the Word of life existed. A place had been
found for the erection of a church, and God had moved the hearts
of some to contribute liberally to it. They should pray on that the
Lord's blessing might rest upon the church when erected and that
many might count their new birth within its walls-ULo! this and
that man was born there" (Psalm 87 : 6).

The inscription on the stone was:
ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER

To THE DIVINE JEHOVAH
This, the chief Corner Stone of the Church

for the District of St. Luke,
in the Parish of Bedminster,

in the City and County of Bristol,
was laid on the 26th day of July, 1859,

in the 23rd year of the Reign of
Her M,ajesty Queen Victoria,

by EDWARD THOMAS INSKIP, ESQ.
The trustees whereof are

R. DRAKE, Esq. I J. Cox, Esq.
J. DRAKE) Esq. I W. HINKES Cox, Esq.

Incumbent, the REV. D. A. DOUDNEY.
Architect, JOHN NORTON, Esq.

Builder, JOHN NORMAN BROWN, Esq.
In October, 1860, a meeting to report progress on the building of

the new church was held in the temporary Church in Prince's Street.
The temporary church, Mr Doudney said, had cost £350, which had
been met, and £ 10,222 had been received for the new church.
£ 1,000 was needed to complete the building for consecration, and
£ 1,350 to complete the tower and spire. The thanksgiving of those
present at the meeting was led by the Rector of St. Mary-le-Port,
the Rev. Samuel Abraham Walker.

CONSECRATION OF THE CHURCH
"The day of its consecration," wrote Mr. Doudney, "is one which

can never be erased from our heart, nor blotted from our memory,
while life lasts. The day so congenial, the assembly so vast, the
service so solemn, the singing so congregational, the sermon so
sound' (Gospel M agazine, Feb., 1861).

Nearly 2,000 people were present when the Bishop of Bristol and
Gloucester performed the ceremony of consecrating the church,
which is midway between Bath Bridge and Bedminster Bridge on
the Bedminster side of the New Cut.

'~.'."';',~
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The new church accommodated twelve hundred worshippers. The
endowment was £ 120 per annum; this was exclusive of certain seats
reserved (544), the majority of the seats being free for the poor.
Over the arch on the northern entrance were the words, "The poor
have the Gospel preached unto them."

PUBLIC MEETING

Immediately after the consecration a public meeting was held in
the temporary church. Some facts were then given about the early
plans for St. Luke's Church. A large-hearted Dissenter, the late
Mr. Holmes, had communicated to the trustees through his repre
sentative (Mr. Inskip) that, to further their views and wishes, he
would give £2,000 (later increased to £3,000). He had also in
dicated his desire for the appointment of Mr. Doudney.

The latter had been invited by the Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port,
the Rev. S. A. Walker, to preach in his pulpit. "It was in this
church," said Mr. Doudney, "that I first opened my mouth in my
Lord and Master's name in Bristol." On that day there were present
in the congregation some who earnestly desired that he might be
brought to Bristol. Hence he was asked, as already mentioned, to
preach what was called a trial sermon. A few days afterwards he
was chosen to be the first Incumbent of St. Luke's parish.

The Rev. S. A. Walker said that Mr. Holmes had admired Mr.
Doudney, not because he was acquainted with him personally, for
the only way in which he knew of him was through the pages of
The Gospel Magazine, from which publication he came to the
conclusion that Mr. Doudnev was the right sort of minister for the
new parish of St. Luke's.

The Rev. G. Doudney, brother of D. A. Doudney, who also spoke
at the meeting, asked the question, Wherein was their minister's
love to them and their affection to him set forth? The answer he
gave was:

"It was in the doctrines of the grace of God experienced in
the living child of God, the doctrines received into the heart
by the powerful ministry of the Holy Ghost."

In The Gospel Magazine Dr. Doudney had constantly put before
the readers the work to which he had been called, and the Rector of
St. Mary-Ie-Port, the Rev. S. A. Walker, said that they could not
tell how many prayers had been offered for St. Luke's, Bedminster
"they had been uttered wherever The Gospel Magazine had been
circulated, so that they were going into a church built up with
prayers." He prayed that "the noble prayer expressed by good old
Latimer, when he was expiring in the glories of martyrdom, be
theirs that the light which was lighted on Wednesday night (January
23rd, 1861), kindled in their church, should, by God's grace, never
he put out." THE EDITOR.



ON her voyage from Panama to Sydney, Captain Graham's sailing
ship, the Severn, fell upon evil days. Of the original crew of
thirteen, seven had deserted at San Francisco; which meant that
on arrival at Panama, the captain had to find a ship's carpenter and
six other hands. During this delay, he was approached hv ;1 French
Government official, asking to be taken as passenger to 'Tahiti. The
captain willingly agreed, for Tahiti was his one' port of c;dl on the
way to SydneY'jt

The new passenger did not say what his business at Tahiti was,
but it was in fact to convey a large box of gold coins to th.- ( ;llvernor
of Tahiti. He intended to keep his (nand a close secret from ('very
body, for safety's sake. He did not know that two Spanish clerks
from his office had chanced to mention both his mission ami the
ship he was sailing on, in the hearing of a ship's cal'JH'Il11T at
Panama. This carpenter, on the surface highly respectable. was a
bad man. Knowing that there were vacancies in the Sew III " crew,
he applied for the post of carpenter. and offered to bring six other
men with him.

Captain Graham liked the look of the carpenter, and d'Tl(led to
make the best of the six roughs he produced. All were Llkl'n on,
and the ship set sail. From the st« rt it was an anxious till I!' for the
skipper, for the new hands were disobedient and careless-v-all except
the carpenter, who remained well-behaved and respectful.

Before long stormy weather se. in; then a leak appc.n.-d, and,
though the carpenter searched e ·rywhere, he said he Ie ll&ld not
find the weak spot. In spite of continuous pumping day and night,
the ship was in danger of sinking. Captain Graham was a ( :hristian
man, and knew where to turn fo: grace to help in time of need;
but it was plain that things were ir .1 had way.

At this crisis, an object was sigiItt'd not far from till' SI'vI'rn-a
tiny canoe whose occupant was p;lddling desperately to reach the
ship. The captain at once began tt plan a rescue, for his knowledge
of the mercy of Gael would not allow him to let a fellow-mall perish,
if he could do anything possible t() save him. But when till' crew
realised his intentions, more than half of them rei 11'1hi openly.
The man in the canoe was only ;\ South Sea Islander-c-lot him
drown! Whatever the skipper's 01 1I('rs, they were not g:oinl.:" to risk
their lives for the sake of a Kanab. as they called him

MERCY FOR THE MERCIFUL
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The gale was heavy, the sea rough, and the leaking ship was

drifting further away from the little craft. Even if he could have
enforced it, Graham saw that to let down a boat was impossible.
But he dropped a small anchor by a long .cable, and managed to
brake the rate of drifting. After some hours of struggling, the
canoe drew near enough for the Kanaka to catch a rope thrown to
him, and he was quickly drawn aboard.

Tall and muscular, the rescued man took only a few hours to
recover from his experience, and he eagerly joined the crew in
pumping. Except that his name was Mat, he could give no in
formation, for he did not appear to understand English.

The captain had now come reluctantly to the conclusion that as
soon as the gale had dropped, the ship must be abandoned, and
everybody take to the long-boat. Giving orders for stowing food and
necessities in this boat, Graham found himself accosted by the
passenger. Sitting down quietly in the empty saloon, the two men
discussed the situation, and for the first time the skipper learnt of
the valuable box in the care of the official. As they talked quietly
and earnestly together, Graham was annoyed to see Mat creeping
stealthily in at the door on hands and knees. He was about to
exclaim angrily, when the Kanaka made an imperative gesture for
silence. Worming himself under the table at which the men were
seated, he put his head up between them, and whispered urgently,
"What for you want your throats cut? Look out sharp-big box
will be lost and ship and all!"

Completely taken aback to find his secret known, the Frenchman
dashed to his cabin to load his revolver. Meanwhile Graham heard
Mat's story. It seemed that, as the man paddled desperately towards
the ship, he saw a row of holes at one area, and noticed at the
same time that the pumps were working. Mat was a shrewd,
experienced seaman, and he guessed at once that villainy was at
work. Pretending not to understand English, he took his share of
the work, and heard the plot freely discussed. The holes had been
made by the carpenter in his cabin! As soon as the long-boat was
got out, he and the other ruffians were going to kill the captain and
his passenger, and overpower the loyal seamen. Then they would
quickly stop up the holes, pump the ship dry, sell her at the first
port they could reach, and make off with the gold.

In a moment Graham had armed himself, and called his faithful
men. Mat had been so skilful that the conspirators were completely
unprepared. The carpenter and the boatswain, who were the ring
leaders, were asleep in the same cabin. They were instantly over
powered and heavily fettered. The other men were easily secured.
Then Captain Graham with Mat and the loyal men quickly found
the holes, plugged them safely, and soon pumped the vessel dry.



Four 'days later, the scoundrels were handed over to the French
authorities at Tahiti. Mat was well rewarded for his good work,
and Captain Graham saw him sail off to his own island in a new
whaleboat which he had given him.

How thankful Graham was as he looked back and remembered
how strongly he had known that it was his duty to save the man in
the canoe! In the Providence of God, it was that rescue that had
wrecked the plot to kill both him and his passenger; for Mat's
seeing the holes in the ship had given the clue to the whole situation.
The captain pondered much on all that had happened as after all
these long delays, the Severn sailed on towards Sydney.

Meanwhile, the ship's owners had heard nothing of the ship
except that another ship had sighted her at a distance in a heavy
gale, and had reported that she looked like foundering. After some
weeks of silence, it was concluded that the Severn was lost with all
on board.

During the anxious days of suspense, Graham's young wife was
most eagerly waiting for news. When everybody else had given up
hope, the girl still clung desperately to the possibility that her
husband was yet alive. But at last even she began to feel that her
dear one must indeed be lost. Her trust was in the Lord, and she
knew that whether alive or dead he was safe in the hands of God.
But she was worn out with the long suspense, and one Sunday
morning she felt too ill to go to church. Sending her helper to the
service, she called the two children to her, a little girl of six or seven,
and a younger boy. They knelt down with their mother, whilst she
poured out her sorrow to the Heavenly Father. She hardly knew
what to pray for, but the Lord heard her sighs and tears. Drawing
the little ones close to her, she took the large Bible to read to them.
Poor girl, it was too much to see her husband's writing on the fly
leaf-she pointed to the place she found, and signed to little Lucy
to read, from the fifth chapter of Matthew.

It was a warm summer's day. The blinds were pulled down to
keep out the hot sun, but the windows were wide open. Lucy's clear
little voice reading the Beatitudes smote on the ear of a man who
came hastily up the garden path. He paused. "Blessed are the
merciful," read Lucy, «for they shall obtain mercy." Her mother's
voice stopped her with some comment, and the little hoy piped out
a question. Of course it was Captain Graham in the garden. and
as he heard each of the three voices of those so dear to him, he
could hardly restrain his tears. At that moment a puff of wind
blew aside the blind, and they all saw each other!

After the first tumult of feeling had subsided, Gaptain Graham
was able to tell his story, and to speak of the loving mercy of our
God. . DAMARIS.
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 83

The whole: January is ours (five words).

1. Husband of Drusilla.
2. Hagar's son.
3. Firstborn to Jacob.
4. Beaten by the Greeks before Gallio's judgment seat.
5. He said "How can we know the way?"
6. Samson's father.
7. His house was blessed because of the ark.
8. A king of Babylon.
9. Left in Crete.

10. Husband of Zeresh.
11. Isaiah says that this animal knows his owner.
12. Two sparrows were sold for one.
13. Jacob promised this to God at Bethel.
14. Queen Esther's other name.
15. The Lord God planted a garden here.
16. Saul said Goliath had been a man of war from his this.
17. Famous for its witch ("a woman that hath a familiar spirit").
18. A wicked king of Israel.
19. Her house was on the wall of Jericho.

SOLUTION OF No. 82.

The whole: "In a Manger" (Luke 2 : 7).

1. Inn (Luke 2 : 7).
2. Nazareth (Luke 1 : 26, 27).
3. Angel (Luke 2 : 10).
4. Myrrh (Matt. 2 : 11).
5. Afraid (Luke 2 : 9).
6. Night (Luke 2 : 8).
7. Glory (Luke 2: 14).
8. Emmanuel (Matt. 1 : 23).
9. Rejoiced (Matt. 2 : 10).

"Times change, but human nature and human need before God
do not. Nor does the Gospel which meets that need. Justification
by faith will remain the good news of God to guilty men as long as
the world stands. There is no reason, therefore, to alter the Articles
which state this life-giving truth with such scriptural precision.

"The witness of the Articles to justification by faith is one of the
most precious items in our Anglican heritage. What we should be
doing is thanking God for it with all our hearts, and pledging
ourselves at whatever cost to preserve it intact."-Dr. J. 1. Packer.



THE PRINCIPLE OF SUBSTITUTION

"WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS"

SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS
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"But He was wounded for our transgressions, II
He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement of our peace was upon Him;
And with His stripes we are healed."-Isaiah 53 : ;).

"That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in
the sight of God," declares Jesus; and what the majority of pro
fessing disciples abominate, namely, the atoning aspect of Christ's
death, His vicarious sufferings, and the rising from the dead as the
basis of the justification of the sinner before God, God most highly
approves. Man's estimate of the work and death of Christ, at best,
is poor; yea, it is sinful: for "we did esteem Him stricken, smitten
of God, and afflicted" as an utter impostor. But God's value of
Christ's work is beyond expression.

May our thoughts and feelings of Christ's work be in harmony
with Jehovah's! The Father sees salvation for an elect world in the
sufferings of His dear Son, and that, too, on the principle of
substitution. If this principle is not seen in the text, it is nut to be
seen anywhere in sacred Scripture. We arc sure it is seen here.

SUBSTITUTION BELONGS TO THE GOSPEL

(i) Substitution does not belong to the Law but to the Gospcl :
not to Moses, but to Christ.

The law of Moses knows nothing of putting one person in the
place of another by which a debt can be paid, its penalty remove-d.
its curse swallowed up. The one tone of the Law is "Do or die."
To all under its power its stern but just language is "Obey and
live-disobey and die." There, in the law of God, the holiness and
the inflexible justice of God stand every whit as they stood when
first proclaimed from Sinai's Mount. It is called a "fiery law," and so
it must consume all who die under its curse; it knows nothing
and, in the nature of the case, cannot know anything of reprieve,
pardon, mercy, hope, forgiveness or salvation.

Substitution-the placing of one person under the law to obey its
precepts, endure its penalty when broken, in order to save a sinner
justly-this must rest entirely on the good pleasure of God. If He
is pleased to allow One who is capable, willing and fitted to stand
under the law and answer all its demands, then, so well and good;
but, if God is not so pleased, the Law of Moses cannot make one.
This is, we judge, "the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the
hidden wisdom which God ordained before the world unto our
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glory" (1 Cor. 2: 7). This, .s. an act of His wisdom and
kindness, He should allow this principle of substitution to be the
one upon which He would magnify every perfection of His un
searchable nature in the justification of His chosen family.

Further, Jehovah not only allowed this principle of substitution,
but He found the Substitute. Angels would never have found one
(angelic nature is no use in redeeming the sinner); and certainly
none of Adam's race could be suitable, for they "all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God." God provided the Lamb for
the burnt-offering. "I have laid help upon One that is mighty;
I have exalted One chosen out of the people. I have found David
(Christ) My Servant: with My holy oil have I anointed Him, and
men shall be blessed in Him."

Love, not law-Christ, not Moses-grace, not works-takes all
the praise, for "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities."

"Yes, I'm secure beneath Thy blood,
And all my foes shall lose their aim;

Hosannah to my dying God,
And my best honours to His Name."

(Dr. Isaac Watts).
GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS DECLARED

(ii) Substitution declares the Righteousness of God in the Law.
"The law is holy, just and good." It will never be withdrawn, never
become obsolete, never be dead. It stands now for all under it in its
naked majesty as when first given by God. Time can never wear
this law out, for it is founded in the very nature of God. When
God can die, then this law can die. It is useless one saying, "I am
no worse than others; I have done my best; I have always meant
well, and have from infancy mixed with the people of God, have
even preached from a pulpit, and met for prayer at prayer
meetings." All this is useless, sinner, for justifying you and me.
This is no substitute for keeping the whole of the law. Divine
righteousness demands perfect righteousness always, and, in default,
the curse of the broken law falls upon us and that righteously.

Yet God will bring many who, though law-breakers, from under
the curse of that broken law and introduce them into glory, and
that with the Law on their side! How can these things be? "He
hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him.'

"A sinner self-condemned I come,
Worthy that Thou shouldst me consume,

But, O! one thing I plead:
That every mite to Thee lowed,
Christ Jesus, with His Own heart's blood,

In pity paid for me.' (John Cennick).



Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law-how? "Being
made a curse for us.' Literally, no fiction, no assumption here, no
figure of speech, whether hyperbole or otherwise-all is solemn [act
in this mighty transaction. Not by transfusion, but by transference,
imputation, the sins of the church become the sins of Christ. "He
hath laid on Him the iniquities of us all." That was dreadful
meeting when all the sins of the church were made to meet upon
Him-but, so it was. Substitution thus declares the righteousness
of God in the remission of sins that are past, "through the for
bearance of God" (Rom. 3 : 25).

When we are taught by the Spirit anything of our state under
the law, it issues in love to Christ the blessed Substitute. When one
gets law-driven it is unpleasant, it is indeed painful; but when such
get Gospel-drawn, the profit of the pain will appear. Love draws
truly-nothing draws like it-but who knows the drawing of the
love of God in Christ, who has not, in some measure, known the
driving power of the law? "By the law is the knowledge of sin."
To all such, sooner or later, the doctrine of substitution-Jesus in
the sinner's place-attracts the heart. It makes one say, "That is
the Saviour Who exactly answers my deepest need. Oh, that He
would save me!" Sanctified knowledge of sinnership by the law
will lead to strong desires after Christ, and those desires shall be
abundantly met. What is the value of being able most humbly,
lovingly, weeping, to say the following words of John Cennick?

"My full receipt should there be showed,
Written with iron pens in blood,

On Jesus' hands and side. ;,
I'm safe! I'll shout! a law and sin,
Ye cannot bring me guilty in,

For Christ was crucified!" (John Cell nick).
THE LAW ESTABLISHED

(iii) Substitution establishes the Law-that is to say, it causes
the law to stand on a solid foundation while God justifies the trans
gressor of that law.

It stood on very solid ground before the death of Christ; for it
is grounded in the nature of God. Had there been no law given in
tables of stone, the substance of the law would have been where it
always was-in the holy nature of Jehovah. God Himself is holy,
just and true. But the law, standing on such solid ground, could not
let one sinner pass to heaven until Christ had honoured the law
by His Own life and death, whereby the law, in justification of a
sinner, is established far better than if the sinner had been able to
obey it perfectly. For his obedience, at best, is but the obedience
of a creature, whereas the obedience Christ gave it is the obed
ience of One Who was God. 'Seeing it is one God, which shall
justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.
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Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea
we establish the laui:" The Law has not lost anything in and by
substitution. In the "no condemnation" of the sinner in Christ, the
law can stand by the side of Jehovah the Law-giver while He says
to Joshua in his filthy garments, "They shall all be taken away
from you, and I will give you change of raiment; I will fully, freely,
eternally forgive you all sins ond justify you from all charges." I
say, while the Righteous Judge is saying this to a sinner, the Law
can stand by and say "Amen" (Zech. 3: 7); and so unite with
grace and mercy in clothing the sinner in a righteousness with
which the law could not, if it wanted, find the slightest fault. The
fact is, the Law had all it ever asked, or could ask for, from the
hands of Christ. Romans 8: 1-4 is a most mighty scripture on this
subject.

"This sacred tie forbids their fears,
For all He is or has is theirs;
With Him, their Head, they stand or fall-
Their Life, their Surety, and their All." (John Kent).

CHRIST IS THE SUBSTITUTE

(iv) Christ is the Substitute, for it is certain He is meant by the
words "He," "Him," and "His" in the text. "He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise
ment of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are
healed." Not Israel the nation, but Christ Jesus, Jehovah's Servant
(52: 13) is the Person intended. See Acts 7 : 32-35.

That He should take a nature capable of being wounded, bruised,
and given stripes is a miracle of love. Think of it, as enabled. He,
blessed with fellowship of His Father and the Holy Spirit in heaven,
with not one sorrow, or anything approaching thereunto-that He,
in such a state of blessedness, should for the sake of rebels, ungodly,
condescend to look upon poor mortals and stoop to take their nature
upon Him (sin excepted), in order that He should be wounded for
their transgressions, bruised for their iniquities, have the chastise
ment of .their peace upon Him, and by His stripes they should be
healed. Truly this is a miracle of love that He should take their
nature and so have the blessed "somewhat" of Hebrews 8: 3 to
offer as the Great High Priset. There was a «necessity» for this
"somewhat." He could stand before God for them in all the beauty,
purity, and glory of His holy nature as Man; bear their sins in
His own body on the tree to the complete satisfaction of law and
justice, and also stand before them and, by reason of His being
equal with God (for He was God), could declare His Father's Name,
"I have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it, that
the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in
them." Through Him the Father communicated all He has to
bestow upon His family, whether it be for time or eternity.



Dreadful night when He, Who was God over all blessed for ever
more, fell prostrate on the ground with, "My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me." Was it at this time that He
offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears
unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard
in that He feared? (Heb. 5 : 7). Though a Son, yet it was thus He
learned obedience by the terrible things He suffered.

"Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done," and so it was,
for soon after, He was taken to Calvary, where it pleased God to
bruise Him, to afflict Him, as the Substitute for His people's sins.
Then it was His heart was melted like wax, melted in the midst of
His bowels. "My strength is dried up like a potsherd; My tongue
cleaveth to My jaws; and Thou hast brought Me to the dust of
death. I may tell all My bones: they look and stare upon Me."
Wonderful 22nd Psalm: wonderfully fulfilled by the Substitute!

"0 my Jesus, let me know
What has brought this heavy woe;
Swords are piercing through Thy heart:
Whence arose the torturing smart?

(Gadsby).
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"He magnified the law,
And made an end of sin;

Without a single flaw,
A righteousness brought in.

Come, mourning souls, in Jesus trust,
His righteousness makes sinners just."

HE SUFFERED FOR US

(v) Being the Substitute, all the sins and sufferings fall upon Him,
signified by the wounding, bruising, chastisement, stripes.

"Behold a scene of matchless grace,
'Tis Jesus in the sinner's place;
Heaven's brightest glory sunk in shame,
That rebels might adore His Name."

Wounded-"They have pierced My hands and My feet," and a
pierced Saviour is a grand sight to faith. The pangs of His body
were great, but greater the pangs of His mind.

"Tremendous clouds of wrath and dread,
In vengeance burst upon His head;
Ten thousand horrors seize His soul,
And vengeful mountains on Him roll.
He sighed: He groaned: He sweat: He cried;
Through awful floods He passed and died;
All penal wrath to Zion due,
Infinite justice on Him threw." (Gadsby).

I



"Sinner, thou hast done the deed;
Thou hast made the Saviour bleed;
Justice drew its sword on Me,
Pierced My heart to pass by thee!"

As the effect of this is felt in one's heart one will add:

"If I loved my Lord before,
I would love Him ten times more;
Drop into His sea outright,
Lose myself in Jesus quite." (John Berridge).

The grand test of real godliness is what one knows of Christ
revealed in the heart. Nothing else will do for time and eternity.

Chastisement-the punishment due to us was laid upon Him; at
no other price could peace be obtained. It was exacted, and He
answered the full legal dues of Almighty God in the salvation of
His elect body. .

The stripes were numbered: not one more nor one less than
justice demanded as the expiation of sin. His sufferings were com
mensurate with the demerit of sin-all the sins of the "church of the
Living God whose names are enrolled in heaven." It is finished
what is finished? What God, by Daniel had foretold, "To finish
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness"-sin finished
in the finished work of Christ (Dan. 9 : 24).

THE FRUITS OF SUBSTITUTION

(vi) In concluding, observe some of the Fruits of Substitution as
. named in the text or fairly implied therein.

(a) Transgression, for which He was wounded, is now [orgioen.
With knowledge of sin the blessed Spirit works repentance for sin,
and a truly godly sorrow for the same; and such a soul seeks forgive
ness with earnestness. If only the Spirit by His word would speak
to such and say "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven!" The
whole heart is engaged in this vital experience. "Ye shall seek Me
and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart."
What grace we need to have everything else stand aside until we
really have had this blessing placed in the soul by God. "Tell me,
o Lord," is the cry, "that my sins are all forgiven."

Circumstances will not over-top grace, but grace, wherever it is,
holds the field against all comers, and in spite of much coldness felt
(it will be deplored l), grace shall reign in the child of God as well
as on the Throne in his justification.

With what inward desires such an one wants to do what one has
described thus:
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"But I'll retire beneath the cross;
Saviour, at Thy dear feet I'll lie!

And the keen sword that justice draws,
Flaming- and red, shall pass me by."

(Dr. Isaac Watts).
(b) Iniquities will not be imputed, is another fruit from this Tree,

.for, as sure as He was "bruised for their iniquities," so sure is it that
the Holy Spirit takes of this thing- of Christ and reveals it unto
them for whom He died.

"Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity."
Iniquity-that which has a twist in it, that which cannot go straight
nor right-do you know what this is? All those crooked things of
ours come from a crooked heart, that will not, just cannot go right,
and all we do iniquitously comes from a heart full of iniquity. God
will not impute all that to us. How little one enters into this truth!

(c) Peace is also a fruit of Substitution. "The chastisement of our
peace was upon Him." This passes all understanding-the peace of
God enjoyed in the conscience because of the application of the
power of the precious blood therein. This removes fear, snaps all
bondage, dissolves doubts, puts the armies of the aliens to flight;
this makes one say concerning all his trials, "they are nothing; they
will soon be ended, but the peace of God is something- even death
cannot rob me of." Indeed, this peace in any measure enjoyed
here, is the evidence that one will enjoy it for ever beyond. "Being
justified by faith we have peace with God" : and, while we cannot
express it fully while here, we can say, we never have enough of it !
Oh! for more of this blessed God's Peace which, as Bunyan de
clared, "came with the Prince Emmanuel Himself and was no native
of Mansoul." Indeed not! Mansoul governed by Diabolous has no
peace. "There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." Yet
one-time wicked folk, made g-odly, by grace, are made to taste this
peace.

~

t

"Glory to God the Holy Ghost,
Who to our hearts this love reveals;

Thus God Three-One, to sinners lost
Salvation sends, procures, and seals." (Joseph Hart).

(d) Heating: "With His stripes we are healed." To be healed
implies we were once diseased. Truly we are diseased by sin: a
disease that is loathsome, degrading, filthy, infectious, painful, and,
apart from substitution, fatal. Substitution is the cure, the one
remedy, that extends to every part of the disease and removes both
the disease and its effects.

It heals pride, vanity, self importance, for these things cannot
live in the heart where, at the same time, blood is felt! If pride
reigns totally over us, we do not know Jesus. While we live on

I



earth, this great sin of pride will be with us (not approved !), but
not predominant.

Self-love, of which we are so full by nature, and even where grace
is, this horrid principle still exists (and more than exists at times !);
but, when the Good Spirit moves the heart towards Christ, this
monster of all ugliness, self-love, cannot survive.

"0 may my single aim be now
To live on Him that died;

And nought on earth desire to know,
But Jesus crucified.

"Disputings only gender strife,
And gall a tender mind;

But godliness, in all its life,
At Jesus' cross we find." (fohn Berridge).

Worldliness-that so subtle yet so sinful spirit which is with us
on our knees, reading the Bible, speaking from the pulpit, sitting in
the pew, evidencing itself by death (to be carnally minded is death)
in speech, actions, life-I say: What can heal of this? Formal
religion can feed it, but never heal it; blood only is of any use here,
and that also the blood of Him Who was God-"which He pur
chased with His Own blood" (Acts 20 : 28).

To have a soul that will not, cannot, at times bend Godward,
this is a sad affliction to each godly person; even no wish to do so
is a great confession to make; but, who that has suffered from the
carnally-mindedness named by the Apostle Paul, but will have to
make such a confession? And what can cure one of this sin?
What can break its power in us? No amount of lotions of dead
services: tons of what one ought to do: hear sermons by the
hundred, read the very best of books, yet all are useless in dealing
with this malady. Do any of you suffer, and that deeply, regret
fully, groaningly, from this complaint?

"Sin my every power defiles,
Thought, and word, and action too;

Jesus, in Thy mercy smile,
Cleanse, and make me white as snow."

(W. H. Horne).
We are tied up to One Physician and One medicine. Christ and

His blood will soften a rock, make a flinty heart run like melted wax,
and bend the knees of body and soul before Him in repentance,
hope and love. In short this medicine will heal all manner of soul
diseases (Psalm 103).

"What theme, my soul, shall best employ
Thy harp before thy God,

And make all heaven to ring with joy?
'Tis Jesus' precious blood." (]QlSeph Irons).

t"J; ,
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(e) But after all we must die and rise again and enter the kingdom
of glory to possess and en}oy the full effects of Substitution. "He
suffered once for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God" (1 Peter 3: 18), in grace on earth, in glory in heaven.
To be like Him, to see Him as He is, what will this mean? In
Revelation (5th chapter) we see the Lamb as it had been slain in the
midst of the Throne administering all the contents of the seven
sealed book (verses 1-7). Then follows the ascription of praise
from the Church (verses 8-10), for they have been redeemed unto
God by His blood. Then follow the voice of the "ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands" of angels, ascribing
glory to the Lamb that was slain. This is followed by the whole
creation in heaven, and on the earth, and such as are in the sea and
all that are in them, saying, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power, be unto Him that sitreth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
for ever and ever" (11-13). The cause of this song is the Lamb
as the Lamb, slain. His death is the glory of heaven.

"Worthy the Lamb that died they cry,
To be exalted thus; .

Worthv the Lamb, our lips reply,
For He was slain for us.

"Jesus is worthy to receive
Honour and power divine;

And blessings more than we can give,
Be Lord for ever Thine.

"Let all that dwell above the sky,
And air, and earth, and seas,

Conspire to lift Thy glories high,
And speak Thy endless praise.

"The whole creation join in one,
To bless the sacred Name

Of Him that sits upon the Throne.
And to adore the Lamb." (Dr. Isaac Watts).

E.R.
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"Fear not" is the dear Redeemer's watchword to His saints.
Why should we fear? Are not our worthless names written in the
Lamb's book of life? If He is ours, and we are His, will He with
hold anything that is really good for us? No, not even the rod; for
that is often for our good.-Mrs. Mary Winslow, Life in Jesus.



TERCENTENARY OF THE DEATH OF

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD, 1600-61

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD was born about the year 1600. His father is
supposed to have been a respectable farmer, and he had two
brothers. James and George. The place of his birth was not near
the scene of his after labours. It is almost certain that Nisbet, a
village of the border county of Roxburghshire, close to the Teviot,
in the parish of Crailing, was his birthplace. He owed little to his
native place, for in after days he writes, "My soul's desire is that
the place to which lowe my first birth-in which I fear Christ
was scarcely named as touching any reality of the power of godli
ness-may blossom as the rose." But there is no account of his
revisitinz the scenes of his earlier life. Rutherford's labours were in
other parts of the land. In this arrangement is seen God's sovereignty
the better; the sphere thus appears evidently to be one of God's
choosing for the man, and not the man's gratifying his natural
predilections. It accords. too. with the Master's own example, He
having never returned to Bethlehem, where He was born, to do any
of His works.

In the year 1617, we find Rutherford at Edinburgh, which, forty
years before, had become the seat of a college. There he obtained,
in 1621, the degree of M.A. Soon after he was appointed Regent
or Professor of Humanity, though there were three other com
petitors; for his talents had attracted the notice of many. But, on
occasion of a rumour that charged him with some irregularity, he
demitted his office in 1625 and led a private life, attending pre
lections on theology, and devoting himself to that study. It is not
unlikely that this may have been the time of which he says in a
letter, "I knew a man who wondered to see any in this life laugh
or sport." It may have been then that he was led by the Spirit to
know the things that are freely given us of God (1 Cor. 2: 12).
There is no proof that he was converted at an earlier period, but
rather the opposite. He writes, "Like a fool as I was, I suffered my
sun to be high in the heaven, and near afternoon, before ever I took
the gate by the end." And again. "I had stood sure, if in my youth
I had borrowed Christ for my bottom." Affliction followed; the
clouds returned after the rain; family trials seem to have been used
by the Lord to promote the better growth of the plant of grace.
All these dealings of Providence combined to form his character as
a man of God and as a pastor.
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I.-SETTLEMENT AT ANWOTH, 1627
In 1627 he was settled at Anwoth, a parish situated in the

South-west of Scotland in Kirkcudbrightshire, and, though at this
period episcopacy had been intruded upon Scotland and many
faithful ministers were suffering on account of their resistance to it,
yet he appears to have been allowed to enter upon his charge
without any compliance being demanded and "without giving any
engagement to the bishop." He began his ministry from the text
John 9 : 39: "And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this
world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see
might be made blind." The same Lord that would not let Paul and
Timothy preach in Asia, nor in Bithynia, and yet sent to the one
region the beloved John, Rev. 1: 11, and to the other the apostle
Peter, 1 Peter 1: 1, in this instance prevented John Livingstone
going to Anwoth (though the patron had designed it for him), and
sent Rutherford instead. This was the more remarkable, because
Livingstone was sent to Ancrum, the parish that borders on Nisbet,
while he who was related to that place by birth was despatched to
another spot. This is the Lord's doing! Ministers must not choose
according to the flesh.

Anwoth was dear to Rutherford as the place appointed him by
his Master, more than because of the fruits of his labours. Two
years after being settled there he writes, "I see exceedingly small
fruit of my ministry. I would be glad of one soul, to be a crown of
joy and rejoicing in the day of Christ." His people were "like hot
iron, which cooleth when out of the fire." Still he laboured in hope,
and laboured often almost beyond his strength. Once, he says, "I
have a grieved heart daily in my calling." He speaks of his pained
breast at another time, on the evening of the Lord's Day, when
his work was done. But he had seasons of refreshing to his own
soul at least-especially when the Lord's Supper was observed. Of
these seasons he frequently speaks. He asks his friend, Marion
M'Naught, to help with her prayers on such an occasion, "that being
One of the days wherein Christ was wont to make merry with his
friends." It was often then, that with special earnestness, he be
sought the Father to distribute "the great Loaf, Christ, to the
children of his family."

The manse of Anwoth had many visits of kind friends, who in
Rutherford's fellowship felt that saying verified, "They that dwell
under his shadow shall return: they shall revive as the corn." The
righteous compassed him about, because the Lord had dealt bounti
fully with him. His letters would be sufficient to show that his
company was sought by the godly on all sides.

n.-PERSECUTION AND CONFINEMENT TO ABERDEEN, 1636
It was at Anwoth that Rutherford wrote his "Exercitationsipro

Gratia," etc., an elaborate treatise against Arminianism, which pro-
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voked the hostility of Sydserf', Bishop of Galloway, who summoned
Rutherford before the High Commission Court at Edinburgh, in
June, 1630; but the weather was so tempestuous as to obstruct the
passage of the Archbishop of St. Andrews thither, and Mr. Colvil,
one of the judges, having befriended him, the diet was deserted.

Again in April, 1634, he was threatened with another persecution,
at the instance of the Bishop of Galloway, before the High Com
mission Court, and neither were these threatenings all the reasons
Mr. Rutherford had to lay to his account with suffering; for as the
Lord would not hide from His faithful servant Abraham the things
He was about to do, neither would He conceal from this son of
Abraham what His purposes were concerning him; for in a letter to
the provost's wife of Kirkcudbright, dated April 20th, 1633, he says
that "upon the 17th and 18th August, he got a full answer of his
Lord to be a graced minister, and a chosen arrow hid in his quiver."

Accordingly, the thing he looked for came upon him, for he was
again summoned before the High Commission Court for his non
conformity, his preaching against the five articles of Perth, and for
the aforementioned book, "Exercitations pro Gratia," which book
they alleged did reflect upon the church of Scotland; but the truth
was, the argument of that book cut the sinews of Arminianism and
galled the episcopal clergy to the very quick, and so Bishop Sydserf
could endure him no longer. When he came before the Commission
Court, he altogether declined them as a lawful judicatory, and ,;;
would not give the chancellor (being a clergyman) and the bishops
their titles, by lording of them; yet some had the courage to be
friend him, particularly the Lord Lorn, afterwards the famous
Marquis of Argyle, who did as much for him as was within his power
to do; but the Bishop of Galloway, threatening that if he obtained
not his will, would write to the king, it was carried against Ruther-
ford, and upon the 27th July, 1636, he was discharged to exercise
any part of his ministry within the kingdom of Scotland, and
ordered within six months to confine himself within the city of
Aberdeen, during the king's pleasure; which sentence he obeyed, and
forthwith went towards the place of his confinement, accompanied
my many of his people. The Marquis of Argyle subsequently suf-
fered martyrdom.

From Aberdeen he wrote many of his letters, from which it is
evident that the consolation of the Holy Spirit did greatly abound
with him in his sufferings; yea, in one of these letters he expresses it
in the strongest terms when he says, "I never knew before that His
love was in such measure. If He leaves me, He leaves me in pain
and sick of love, and yet my sickness is my life and health. I have
a fire within me; I defy all the devils in hell, and all the prelates
in Scotland to cast water on it." Here he remained upwards of a
year and a half, by which time he made the doctors of Aberdeen
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know that the Puritans, as they called them, were clergymen as
well as they.

But upon notice that the Privy Council had received a declinature
against the High Commission Court in the year 1638, he ventured
to return to his flock at Anwoth, where he again took great pains
among the people, who from all quarters resorted to his ministry;
so that the whole countryside might account themselves as his par
ticular flock, and found no small benefit by the gospel, that part of
the ancient prophecy being farther accomplished, "For in the
wilderness shall the waters break out, and streams in the desert"
(Isaiah 35 : 6).

III.-COMMISSIONER AT WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY, 1643

He was also one of the Scots commissioners appointed in 1643 to
the Westminster Assembly, and was much beloved there for his
unparalleled faithfulness and zeal in going about his Master's
business.

It was during this time that he published "Lex Rex: the Law
and the Prince." Rutherford formulated the principle, Lex est Rex
-the law is King. It follows that a certain sovereignty belongs to
the people, and that the King's right is a fiduciary right, and simply
of administration. The bringing over of William of Orange was
the living embodiment of the principle of Lex Rex. It is reported
that when King Charles saw "Lex Rex," he said it would scarcely
ever get an answer, except what the parliament in 1661 gave it,
when they caused it to be burnt at the cross of Edinburgh, by the
hands of the hangman. No wonder at this, for its purport was to
prove that no king is lawfully a king against the will of the people.

When the principal business of the Assembly was nigh settled,
Mr. Rutherford, on October 24th, 1647, moved that it might be
recorded in the scribe's book that the Assembly had enjoyed the
assistance of the commissioners of the church of Scotland, all the
time they had been debating and perfecting these four things men
tioned in the solemn league, viz.. their composing a Directory for
Worship, a uniform Confession of Faith, a Form of Church Govern
ment and Discipline, and the Public Catechism, which was done in
about a week after he and the rest returned home.

Upon the death of the learned Dernatius, in 1651, the magistrates
of Utretcht, in Holland, being abundantly satisfied as to the learning
and true zeal of Mr. Rutherford, invited him to the divinity chair
there, but he could not be persuaded. His reasons elsewhere, when
dissuading another gentleman from going abroad, seem to be ex
pressed in these words: "Let me entreat you to be far from the
thoughts of leaving this land. I see it, and find it, that the Lord
hath covered the whole land with a cloud in His anger; but though
I have been tempted to the like, I had rather be in Scotland beside
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angry Jesus Christ, knowing He mindeth no evil to us, than in any
Eden OT garden on the earth." From which it is evident that he
chose rather to suffer affliction in his own native country than to
leave his charge and flock in time of danger. He continued with
them until the day of his death, in the free and faithful discharge
of his duty.

IV.-RISE OF AR.CHBISHOP LAUD

James I had tried hard to establish episcopacy, which the Scotch
disliked, and Charles I went still more boldly to work. The in
famous Archbishop Laud introduced a book of common prayer,
almost from the popish mass-book, and this was ordered to be read
in all churches, to commence on July 23rd, 1637, in the cathedral
of St. Giles, Edinburgh. But the descendants of Knox's hearers
were not to be so soon deceived. No sooner had the dean, arrayed
in his robes, made his appearance, than a poor woman seized the
stool upon which she had been sitting and threw it at his head,
This was the signal for a general rising, and the dean escaped with
difficulty. The National Covenant of Scotland, by which the people
bound themselves to resist all innovations, was strengthened. Ruther
ford travelled all the way from Anwoth to be present at the meeting.
But Parliament was with the king, and there was yet to be a great
struggle. Rutherford's "Lex Rex" had been burnt but the principle
contained therein could never be destroyed,

In 1651 Parliament was resolved to have an indictment laid
before them against Rutherford, and such was their bitterness when
it was known that he was dying, that they caused him to appear
before them at Edinburgh to answer a charge of high treason. But
he had a higher tribunal to appear before, where his Judge was his
Friend and Saviour. He was dead before that time came, being
taken away from the evil to come. It is commonly said that, when
the summons came, he spoke out of his bed and said, "Tell them
that I have got a summons already before a superior Judge and
judicatory, and 1 behove to answer my first summons, and ere your
day come I shall be where few kings and great folk come."

VI.-HIS LAST DAYS

During the time of his last sickness he uttered many savoury
speeches, and often broke out in a kind of sacred rapture, exalting
and commending the Lord Jesus, especially when his end drew
near. He often called his blessed Master his kingly King. Some
days before his death he said:

"I shall shine, I shall see Him as He is, I shall see Him reign,
and all His fair company with Him, and I shall have my large
share. Mine eyes shall see my Redeemer, these very eyes of
mine, and none other for me. This may seem a wide word, but
it is no fancy or delusion, it is true. Let my Lord's name be

The Gospel Maga~ine 29



exalted, and, if He will, let my name be grinded to pieces, that
_He may be all in all. If He should slay me ten thousand times,

I will trust."
He often repeated Jer. 15: 16: "Thy words were found, and I did
eat them."

When exhorting one, he said:
"It is no light thing to be a Christian. For me I have got the

victory, and Christ is holding out both His arms to embrace
me."

At another time, to some friends present he said:
"At the beginning of my sufferings I had mine own fears,

like other sinful men, lest I should faint, and not be carried
creditably through, and I laid this before the Lord, and as sure
as ever He spoke to me in His word, as sure as His Spirit
witnesseth to my heart, He hath accepted my sufferings. He
said to me, Fear not, the outgate shall not be simply matter
of prayer, but matter of praise. I said to the Lord, if He should
slay me five thousand times five thousand, I would trust in
Him; and I spake it with much trembling, fearing I should not
make it good; but as really as ever He spoke to me by His
Spirit, He witnessed to my heart that His grace should be
sufficient."

The Thursday night before his death, being much grieved with
the state of the land, he uttered this expression: "Horror hath taken
hold upon me." And afterwards, falling on his own condition, he
said:

"I renounce all that ever he made me will and do, as de
filed and imperfect, as coming from me; I betake myself to
Christ for sanctification as well as justification," repeating these
words (1 Cor. 1: 30): "He is made of God to me wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification and redemption," adding, "Let Him
be so, He is my all in all."

Three gentlewomen came to see him, and after exhorting them to
read the Word, and be much in prayer, he said:

"My honourable Master and lovely Lord, my great royal
King hath not a match in heaven or in earth. I have my own
guilt like other sinful men, but He hath pardoned, loved,
washed, and given me joy unspeakable and full of glory. I
repent not that I ever owned His cause. These whom you call
protesters are the witnesses of Jesus Christ. I hope never to
depart from that cause, nor side with those who have burnt the
Causes of God's Wrath. They have broken their covenant
oftener than once or twice; but I believe the Lord will build
Zion, and repair the waste places of Jacob. 0 to obtain mercy
to wrestle with God for their salvation! As for this presbytery,
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it hath stood in opposition to me these years past. What per
sonal wrongs they have done me and what grief they have
occasioned to me, I heartily forgive them, and desire mercy to
wrestle with God for mercy to them, and for the salvation of
them all."

Mr. Vilant having prayed at his desire, as they took their leave he
renewed his charge to them to feed the flock out of love.

The next morning, as he recovered from fainting, in which they
who looked on expected his dissolution, he said, "I feel, 1 feel, I
believe, I joy, and rejoice; I feed off manna." Mr. Blair, whose
praise is in the churches, being present, said to him, "You feed
on dainties in heaven, and think nothing of our cordials on earth."
He answered, "They are all but dung; but they are Christ's creatures,
and out of obedience to His command, I take them. Mine eyes
shall see my Redeemer, I know He shall stand the last day upon
the earth, and I shall be caught up in the clouds to meet Him in
the air, and I shall ever be with Him; and what would you have
more? There is an end." And stretching out his hands, he said
again, "There is an end." And a little after, he said, "I have been
a single man, but I stand at the best pass that ever a man did:
Christ is mine, and I am His," and he spoke much of the white stone
and new name.

Mr. Blair, who loved with all his heart to hear Christ commended,
said to him again, "What think ye now of Christ?" To which he
answered, "I shall live and adore Him. Glory! Glory to my
Cre.ator and Redeemer for ever. Glory shines in Immanuel's land."

In the afternoon of that day, he said, "0 that all my brethren in
the public may know what a Master I have served, and what peace
I have this day! I shall sleep in Christ, and when I awake I shall
be satisfied with His likeness. This night shall close the door, and
put my anchor within the veil, and I shall go away in a sleep by
five o'clock in the morning"; which exactly transpired.

He had often this expression, "0 for arms to embrace Him!
o for a well-tuned harp!" Afterwards, when some spoke to him of
his former painfulness and faithfulness in the ministry, he said, "I
disclaim all that. The port that I would be at is redemption and
forgiveness through His blood. 'Thou shalt show me the path of
life; in Thy sight is fulness of joy.' There is nothing now betwixt
me and the resurrection, 'but today thou shalt be with Me in
Paradise.'" Mr. Blair saying, "Shall I praise the Lord for all the
mercies He has done and is to do for you?" He answered, "0 for a
well-tuned harp!"

To his child he said, "I have again left you upon the Lord; it
may be you will tell this to others, that the lines are fallen to me in
pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage. I bless the Lord that He
gave me counsel."
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VI.-HIS WRITINGS

In all his writings he breathes the spirit of true Scriptural piety.
In his leters he surpasses all, and they are still cherished where
truth is known. We have already referred to his "Lex Rex," and
his "Trial and Triumph of Faith" is well known, being sermons
preached first at Anwoth and thereafter in London, on the story
of the Syrophenician woman. We would quote an extract from one
of his lesser known works, "The Covenant of Life Opened: or, A
Treatise of the Covenant of Grace" (from an edition printed at
Edinburgh, 1655):

Christ's transacting with God as our Surety, is not only then
merely to remove eternal punishment, but to purchase by the
merit of His death the healing and sanctifying of our nature
(Heb. 10: 10, "By the which will we are sanctified by the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all"). Then our
sanctification is procured to us by the will of God, not simply
as His commanding will: for then should all and everyone
whom the Lord commands to be holy (I Peter 1 : 16), be sancti
fied, which we see is not done; but by the will of the Father,
commanding Christ to die (John 10: 18, John 14: 31) and the
will of Christ offering Himself once for a sacrifice for sin is
the will which sanctifies us. . . . .

Since the Father consents and wills that Christ die, and the
Son willingly offers Himself a sacrifice, the number (as judicious
and godly Mr. Dickson hath well observed on the place) "and
these all, for whom Christ offered Himself, were condescended
upon betwixt the Father and the Mediator. God knew those
whom He gave to the Son, to be ransomed; and Christ knew
those whom He bought." And the necessity of this Covenant
appears in this, that the comfort cannot be solid, if a child of
God never have any assurance of his being gifted of the Father
to the Son in particular. For two things are clear here, that the
Lord knows who are His (2 Tim. 2: 19) and that, if God gave
some to the Son, as John 17, then the Son received them in a
certain number. And if Christ bought them by covenant, He
must know how many; as one who buys a flock, but he knows
the quality and number of the flock. The knowledge shall be
this distinct, that I was by name among them, "Who loved me,
and gave Himself for me." ...

Every doubting of God's love to me once justified, and who
have once fled to Christ for refuge, is grounded upon sin and
unworthiness: now none were given by the Father to the Son
from eternity upon respect of either faith, or unbelief, or holi
ness, or bad deserving. It is true, it is not known to me but
by believing, that I was given Covenant-ways to the Son. But
the question is, if sin be any ground, why one justified should

~.If'[',

•

32 The Gospel Magazine



The Gospel Magazine 33

cashier himself out of the number of the gifted ones to Christ,
and committed to the Mediator. It is true, it should be mourned
for as a thing that doth not a little hinder sanctification in its
progress, but should not brangle justification nor the faith of
our interest in Christ. The necessity of this covenant appears,
in that salvation is taken off free-will and the slippery "yea"
and "no," of free-will in the covenant of works, and laid upon
one that is mighty, upon "David," to govern Israel as their
King; but Psalm 89: 19, upon Christ (as excellently Mr. Dick
son) "in all respects more eminently than David, a stronger
help, mighty to save, appointed of the Father in all cases
he is one of our kind, taken out of the people, acquainted with
our condition, etc." The less of the creature's will, and the
more of God's will, if gracious, as here, be in a Covenant, the
better; because the more grace and stability, even the "sure
mercies" of David, that is, of Christ (Isaiah 55: 3, Ezekiel
34: 23, 37: 24) must be here.

The well-head of salvation (for mere free will and good
pleasure in God, instituted this dispensation) must be here; and
mest eminent freedom of grace made the hargain: so that the
Magna Charta, the great Charter of the Gospel, "I will have
mercv on whom I will have mercy," is here eminently, for mercy
and free love hegan at the head man. "For the covenant of
g-race (as notablv Mr. Dickson) is consolidated in Christ our
head, and he hath the first right as man to say unto the Father,
that which is here said. as Intercessor and Mediator for the
elect; he shall cry unto me, thou art my Father, my God, and
the Rock of my salvation." As a father hinds for his heirs and
children; a king subscribes articles of peace, and seals them for
the land and subjects; the ambassador for the prince and state
that sent him. makes answer. So Christ acts in the covenant of
redemption for H is heirs, seed, subjects, people; and if the
comparison might be made, Gospel free grace, as covenant
mercy is more in the covenant of redemption than in the
covenant of reconciliation, for principally they are here as
waters in the fountain. Hence. in this covenant, is fountain
love, fountain grace, all the satisfaction that the Lord craves
of sinners, begins at this spring. the old and eternal design of
love in the heart of God towards His Son, His everlasting de
light, the bosom darling and beloved of the Father, is the de
signed Prince, upon whose shoulders is the government. Here
was mutual love delight acted by the Father and Son (Prov.
8: 31, "Mv delights were with the sons of man" even before
the fountains of water were created, v. 24). 0 what everlasting
outgoings and issuings of eternal love came from the heart
of the Father and the Son in their eternal Covenant delights
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"towards the sons of men"; here was the eternal marriage of
the Lamb, the King's eternal Son, and of the not as yet created
Bride first written and scaled by the King and His Son, and
our not knowing of this, and God's delighting in us when we
little knew or dreamed of His eternal love, highness, His grace.
Should the heart of God be taken, and (so to speak) be sick of
love for so many "Nothings," whom He was to make heirs?
Far more being reconciled and justified we need not fear we
shall be saved.

Here in this covenant were first drawn the lineaments and
draughts of the free and gracious interest of Jesus Christ to the
sons of men; and who would not wonder here at the purest
fountain grace that is in Jesus Christ, which did set on work
eternal wisdom to frame such an eternal peace of God covenant
ing with the Son of God, and love eternal hiring love eternal
with the reward (so to speak) of the certain hope of enjoying
a soul satisfying seed, and a numerous offspring of redeemed
ones, if love should die and triumph over justice, which was
done by love.

There is here much of the eternal interest of Jehovah to the
Son, and of the essential love of God to His only-begotten Son,
Provo 8 : 24: "When there was no depths I was brought forth";
8 : 30. "Then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him.
and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him."
And then may that have been verified, Jer. 30: 21 : "And their
noble one shall be of themselves, and their Governor shall
proceed from the midst of them, and I will cause him to draw
near, and he shall approach unto me, for who is this that
engaged his heart to approach unto me, saith the Lord?" The
love eternal here in Jehovah loves, and wonders that Christ
His Son lays bands upon His own heart to take upon Him the
office of Redeemer and Priest; and the Lord's saying "Who is
this?" is a note of love and wonder, as Psalm 24 :8-10, Isaiah
63: 1, Song of Solomon 6: 10, and that His heart closes with
the covenant design. r.c,

Oh, live for eternity! This poor world is passing away; the
reality is to come, and a glorious reality it is. How important it is to
walk so as to please God in all things !-Mrs. Mary Winslow.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

THE BURNING BUSH

(Exodus 3 : 2)

35

DEAR MR. EDITOR of The Gospel Maga::ine,

This hymn from Rippon's Collection I am constrained to send
you for occasion when Spain, etc., comes up for mention in your
pages. The Burning Bush is the emblem of the Church of Scotland
and Presbyterianism.

With best wishes, dear Editor,

Yours sincerely,
TREVOR EDWARDS.

Torquay, November 30th, 1960.

"And he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed."-ExODUS 3 : 2.

The burning bush which Moses saw
Might justly his attention draw:
Could ever sight like this be seen,
The fire so bright, the bush so green?

'Twas no great wonder there to see
Fire kindled on so mean a tree;
But who could possibly presume
The flame would not the bush consume?

Turning aside to see the cause,
The reason soon discover'd was
God in the bush the fire restrain'd;
God in the fire the bush sustain'd.

Thus He preserves from age to age
His church in persecution's rage;
What torturing flames the martyrs felt!
But in the bush jehovah dwelt.

So, midst the sense of wrath divine,
Due to unnumbered sins of mine,
And wrath of men and rage of hell,
I live-if Christ within me dwell.
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His presence keeps the bush alive,
And midst the fire can make us thrive:
Nor need a single saint despair,
Long as he finds Immanuel there.

(J. Ryland, 1753.1825).

I

The above letter has reminded us of George Whitefield's sermon
on THE BURNING BUSH. We give it here as an assuring message for
the New Year. It was evidently preached after thirty years of witness
amid persecutions.

THE BURNING BUSH

AN ADDRESS BY GEORGE WHITEFIELD

"And he looked, and behold the bush burned with fire, and the bush
was not consumed; and Moses said, I will now turn aside, and
see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt."-ExoDus 3 : 2,3.

IT is a common saying, and common sayings are generally founded on
matter of fact, that it is always darkest before break of day; and I
am persuaded that if we do justice to our own experience, as well
as consider God's dealings with His people in preceding ages, we
shall find that man's extremity has been usually made God's oppor
tunity, and that "when the enemy has broken in like a flood, the
Spirit and providence of God has lifted up a standard against him."
I believe at the same time that however we may dream of a
continued scene of prosperity in church or state, either in respect to
our bodies, souls, or temporal affairs, we shall find this life to be
chequered, that the clouds return after the rain, and the most
prosperous state attended with such cloudy days as may make even
the people of God sometimes cry, "All men are liars, and God has
forgotten to be gracious."

The chapter in which is our text is an instance of this. What a
glorious day of the Son of man was that when Joseph sent for his
father to Egypt; and the good old patriarch, after he had thought
his son had been dead many years, agreeably surprised by a message
from him to come to him with all his family, and are by him
comfortably settled in Goshen; where the good old patriarch, after
many a stormy day, died in peace, and was highly honoured at his
funeral by Pharaoh and his servants, and attended to the sepulchre
of his fathers in Canaan by all his sons. After which, Joseph con
tinued to live in splendour, lord of all the land of Egypt; and his
brethren, doubtless, in the height of prosperity: but how sadly did
the scene change at Pharaoh's death, soon after which "another king
arose that knew not Joseph," verifying the observation, "new lords,
new laws," by whom the descendants of Jacob, instead of reigning in
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Goshen, were made bond-slaves; many, many long- years, employed
in making- bricks, and, in all probability, had what we call their
Bibles taken from them, by being- forced to conform to the idolatry
of Egypt, and so were in a worse state than the unhappy negroes in
America are at this day. No doubt, numbers of them either
wondered that ever they had been prospered at all, or that God had
forg-otten them now; but what a mercy it is that "a thousand years
in God's sig-ht are but as one day," and therefore when God's time is
come, the set time that He has appointed, He will, maugre all the
opposition of men and devils, He will come down and deliver His
people, and in such a manner that the enemy shall know, as well
as friends, it is the Lord's doing.

A deliverer is born and bred in Pharaoh's court, a Moses is
broug-ht up in all the learning- of the Egyptians, for Pharaoh
intended him for a hig-h and exalted post: but when offers of the
hig-hest preferment are made to him, he did not catch at them as
some folks now do, who are very g-ood and humble till something
occurs to take them from God. Young as he was, he refused the
highest dig-nity, and spurned at it with an holy contempt; and
chooses rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than enjoy
all the g-randeur and pleasures of, perhaps, one of the greatest courts
on earth. Forty years continued he in this state of obscurity, in
which time he acquired such a competent degree and variety of
knowledge as qualified him for everything God intended him for:
the occasion of this was his kind attempt to compose a difference
between two of his brethren, one of whom accused him of murder,
on which he that was to be king- in Jeshurun is forced to fly into a
strang-e land; there he submits to the humble office of a servant,
marries, and lives in a state of subjection for forty years, as was said
before. At length, when he was eighty years old, dreaming- of no
such thing, behold God calls, and commands him to g-o and deliver
his people, as he himself informs us, who is the author of this book,
verse 1. "Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law,
priest of Midian" : he mig-ht have said, What, such a scholar as I
keep a parcel of sheep! such a learned man as I am, employed in
such a menial service! Some proud hearts would break first, but
you never knew a truly great man but would stoop; some that are
called great men swell till they burst; like sturdy oaks, they think
they can stand every wind, till some dreadful storm come and blow
them up by the roots, while the humble reed bends and rises again.
Moses was one of the latter: he keeps the flock of Jethro his father
in-law, and leads them to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

This shows how persons ought to methodize their time; but
however the name of a methodist is despised, they will never be bad
servants and masters; you would be only weathercocks, unless you
took care to order things in proper seasons: the devotion and busi
ness of a methodist go hand in hand; I will assure you Moses was



THE CHURCH OF GOD

I would therefore observe to you that this bush, in the first place,
is typical of the church of God in all ages. The bush was burning,
why might it not be a tall cedar, why might it not be some large or
glorious tree, why should the great God choose a bush, a little bush
of briars and thorns, above any other thing, but because the church
of Christ generally consists of poor, mean, despicable creatures?

a methodist, a very fine one, a very strong- one too; he kept his flock,
but that did not hinder his g-oing to Horeb, he took them to the
desert, and being- thus employed in his lawful business, God met him.
Some say, we encourage people in idleness: I deny it; we say,
people oug-ht to be industrious; and I defy anyone to say a person
is called by God that is neg-ligent in his calling,

"The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out
of the bush" : some think this angel was Gabriel, but most agree, and
I believe with the greatest probability, that it was Jesus Christ, "the
angel of the everlasting covenant"; and an expositor tells you that
the eternal Logos, longing to become man, often visited this earth
in that form, as an evidence of His coming by and by, and dying
a cursed death for man.

The manner of this angel's appearing is taken particular notice
of, it was to Moses when nobody was with him; I do not hear he
had so much as a boy, or one companion; and I mention this
because I believe we have often found we are never less alone than
when with God; we often want this and that companion, but happy
they that can say, Lord, Thy company is enoug-h.

Moses was startled at the sight, and I do not know that he is to
be discommended for it; it was not to gratify a bare curiosity, but
seeing a bush burning, it engaged his attention and made him think
that something- was uncommon; "the bush burned with fire, and
yet was not consumed"; this startled him, as it was intended to do;
for where God designs to speak, He will first gain attention from
the person spoken to; Moses therefore says, " I will now turn aside
and see this great sight, why the bush is not burned." He did not
know but the bush might take fire by some accident; he saw no fire
come from above, he saw no fire round the bush, yet that did not so
much startle him as to see, though it did burn, it was not consumed,
or in the least diminished; it was a strange sight, but it was, my
brethren, a glorious one; a sight which, I pray God, you and I may
behold with faith and comfort this evening; for, my dear hearers,
this bush, and the account of it, was given for our learning; and I
will venture to say, could Moses arise from the dead, he would not
be ang-ry with me for telling- you this is of no private interpretation,
but is intended as a standing lesson, as a significant emblem of the
church, and every individual child of God, till time itself shall be
no more.
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though it be all glorious within, yet it is all despicable without.
It is observable that when the church came to prosper, when

Constantine smiled on it, it was soon hugged to death; and that
great poet, Milton, observes that when that emperor gave ministers
rich vestments, high honours, great livings, .and golden pulpits, there
was a voice heard from heaven, saying, this day there is poison
come into the church; and I have sometimes said in discourse, I do
not doubt but if anyone made an experiment, and left £ 100,000 or
£200,000 only among the Methodists, there would be hundreds and
thousands that would not be reckoned Methodists now that would
turn Methodists presently, that would buy a hymn-book, because
part of the legacy would pay for the hymn-book, and would wish to
have a living into the bargain.

But, though "not many mighty men, not many noble, are called,"
yet some are. If any of you be rich here, and are Christians, thank
God for it, you ought to be doubly thankful for it; God's people are
but like a little bramble bush. I remember an eminent minister said
once, when I heard him preach upon Christmas-day, "Christ
personal is very rich, but Christ mystical is very poor"; and Jesus
Christ does this on purpose to confound the world. When He comes
to judgment, millions that have their thousands now will be damned
and burnt to all eternity, and Christ's church will be rich to all
eternity, that is now like a bramble all on fire.

"The bush burned," what is that for? It showed that Christ's
church while in this world, will be a bush burning with fiery trials
and atflictio'ns of various kinds. This was a lively emblem of the
state of religion, and liberty of Israel, at that time; they were busy
making of brick, and there consequently were burning continually;
as though the Lord had said, this bush is burning with fire, so My
people are burning with slavery. Ah, but, say you, that was only the
case of the Israelites when they were under Pharaoh; pray is not
that the case of the church in all ages? Yes, it has been; read your
Bibles, and you may instantly see it is little else than an historical
account of a burning bush; and though there might be some periods
wherein the church had rest, yet these periods have been of a short
date; and if God's people have "walked in the comforts of the Holy
Ghost," it is only like a calm that preceds an earthquake. If you
remember, before that last earthquake it was a fine morning, and
who, when they arose in the morning, would have thought the earth
should shake under them before night: and so with the church,
when they are in a calm and all seems safe there, then comes a
storm: God prepare us for it.

INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS

But this is not only the case with the church of Christ collected,
but also it is so with individual believers, especially those that God
intends to make great use of as prophets in His church.
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I know very well that it is said that now the case is altered:
modern commentators therefore, and our great Dr. Young calls them
downy doctors; they tell us, now we have got a Christian king and
governor, and are under the toleration act, we shall have no persecu
tion; and, blessed be God, we have had none since this family has
been on the throne: may God continue it till time shall be no more!

Yet, my dear hearers, we shall find, if God's word is true, whether
we are born under a despotic power or a free government, that they
that will live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer persecution. You
have heard of that saying, " Wonder not at the fiery trial wherewith
you are to be tried: (and God saith) I have chosen thee (which is
applicable to every believer) in the furnace of affliction." Now, the
furnace is a hot place, and they that are tried in the furnace must
be burnt surely. Now, what must the Christian burn with? With
tribulation and persecution. I heard a person not long ago say,
I have no enemies, Bishop Latimer came to a house one day, and
the man of the house said he had not met with a cross in all his life.
" Give me my horse," says the good bishop, "I am sure God is not
here, where no cross is."

But suppose we are not persecuted by the world, is there one
Christian but is persecuted by his friends; if there is an Isaac in the
family, I warrant there is an Ishmael to mock at him, "Woe is me
(says David), that I must dwell with Meshech, and in Kedar"; and in
one's own family, one's own brothers and sisters, one's own depend
ants, though they wait for our death, and perhaps long to have us
gone, that they may run away with our substance, to have these
persons mock at us, and, if they dare not speak out, yet let us see
they hate the God we worship. If this is thy case, why, God knows,
poor soul, thou art a burning bush.

But if we have no such thing as mocking, yet if we are surrounded
with afflictions, domestic trials, the loss of dear and near friends, the
bad conduct of our children, the dreadful misconduct of those that
are dependent upon us? ° there is many a parent here that is a
burning bush; burning with what? With family afflictions; some do
not care what becomes of their children; "0, I thank God, I have
left my boy so much, and my daughter a coach, perhaps"; ah! well
your son and daughter may ride in that coach post to the devil: but
the godly man says, " I want an eternal inheritance for my son; I
want God's blessing for him"; this is the poor man's prayer, while
the poor deluded youth mocks him.

Or, supposing this is not the case, a person may burn with inward
temptation. You have heard of the fiery darts of the devil, and were
you to feel them, I believe you would find them fiery darts indeed!
You have great reason to suspect your experience, your having any
interest in the love of the Son of God at all, if you never found the
fiery darts of the devil. "0," says one, "I never felt the devil."
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I am sure thou mayest feel him now; thou art dadda's own child;
thou art speaking the very language of the devil, and he is teaching
thee to deny thy own father; therefore, graceless child of the devil,
you never feIt the devil's fiery darts, it is because the devil is sure
of thee: he has got thee into a damnable slumber; may the God of
love wake thee before real damnation comes! The fiery darts of
Satan are poisoned, and wherever they stick, they fill the person
with tormenting pain like fire. This I mention because there are
some poor souls, perhaps here tonight, whom the devil tells thou
hast committed the unpardonable sin; you are afraid to come to
sacrament, you are afraid to go to prayer, because at these seasons
the devil disturbs thee most, and tempts you to leave these seasons;
and there are some go on thus burning a great while. My brethren,
the time would fail, and I shall draw this discourse to too great a
length, and hinder you from your families, if I were to mention but
a few more of those thousands that the believer burns with-the
trials without, and, what is still worse, their trials within. "Why,"
says one, " it is very strange you talk thus tonight." I am sorry it is
strange to any of you; sure you are not much acquainted with your
Bibles, and less with your hearts, if you know not this.

THE BUSH WAS NOT CONSUMED

" Why sure," say some, "you make God a tyrant"; no, but having
made ourselves devils incarnate, we are now in a state of preparation,
and these various trials are intended by the great God to train us up
for heaven; and therefore, that you may not think I am drawing a
picture without any life, give me leave to observe that it is particu
larly remarkable that though "the bush burned, it was not con
sumed J>: it was this struck Moses, he looked to see why the bush
was not consumed. But the burning I have been here painting forth
to you is not a consuming, but a purifying fire; is not that enough
to answer the shade that has been already drawn? It is true the
bush burns, the Christian is persecuted, the Christian is oppressed,
the Christian is burned with inward trials, he is perplexed at times,
he is "cast down, but (blessed be God) he is not destroyed," he is
not in despair.

Who is that, that says he has got into such an estate that nothing
disturbs him? Vain man! He discovers an ignorance of Christ:
are you greater then than the apostle Paul? Some people think that
the apostles had no trials; so they think. perhaps, of some ministers,
that they are always on the mount, while, perhaps, they have been
in the burning to get that sermon for them. We that are to speak
for others must expect to be tempted in all things like our brethren,
or we should be only poor whip-syllabub preachers, and not reach
men's hearts.

But whether ministers or people burn, the great God, the angel of
the everlasting covenant, spake to Moses out of the bush; he did not
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stand at a distance from the bush, he did not speak to him so much
as one yard or foot from the bush, but he spake to him out of the
bush; he said, Moses, Moses, my people shall burn in this bush to
the end of time, but be not afraid, I will succour them; when they
burn, I will burn too. There is a scripture vastly strong to this
purpose, in which it is not said "the good will of him that was in
the bush," but "the good will of him that dwelt in the bush."
Amazing! I thought God dwelt in heaven; but as a poor woman
who was once in darkness fourteen years before she was brought out
of it said, God has two homes, one in heaven, the other in the lowest
heart. He dwells in the bush, and I am sure if He did not, the devil
and their own cursed hearts would burn the bush to ashes.

How is it that it is not consumed? Why, it is because God has
declared it shall not be consumed; He has made an everlasting
covenant, and I pity those that are not acquainted with an interest
in God's covenant; and it would be better that people would pity
them than dispute with them: I really believe a disputing devil is
one of the worst devils that can be brought into God's church, for
he comes with his gown and book in his hand, and I should always
suspect the devil when he comes in his gown and band, and this is
the cause they agree and disagree. Some, who it is to be hoped are
God's children, if you tell them that God has loved them with an
everlasting love, they are afraid to suck it in, and especially if you
pop out the word" election," or that hard word" predestination,"
they will be quite frightened; but talk to them in another way, their
dear hearts will rejoice. God has said, "As the waters of Noah shall
cease for ever, so He will not forget the couenant of His peace;
nothing shall pluck them out of His hand." Ah l say some, the
apostle has said "that neither things present, nor things to come,
shall separate us from the love of Christ"; but he has not said an
evil heart shall not. I fancy that is one of the" present things." The
bush is not consumed, because if the devil is in the bush, God is in
the bush too; if the devil acts one way, the Lord, the Spirit, acts
another to balance it, and the Spirit of God is engaged to train up
the souls of His people; and God has determined the bush shall not
be consumed; His Spirit stands near believers to support and guide,
and make them more than conquerors: all that are given to Jesus
Christ shall come, He will not lose one of them; this is food for the
children of God; a bad mind will turn everything to poison; and if
it were not for this, that God had promised to keep them, my soul
within these thirty years would have sunk a thousand times over.

A WORD TO SUFFERING SAINTS

Come then, 0 suffering saints, to you the word of this salvation
is sent. I do not know who of you are the followers of the Lamb;
may the Spirit of the living God point them out, may everyone
be enabled to say, I am the man.
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0, says one, I have been watching- and very attentive tonight, but
you have not mentioned my burnings; what do you think of my
burning- lusts? What do you think of my burning- corruptions?
What do you think of my burning- pride? 0, perhaps some of you
will say, thank God, I have no pride at all; like the bishop of
Cambray, as mentioned by Dr. Watts, who said he had received
many sins from his father Adam, but, thank God, he had no pride.
Alas! alas! we are all as proud as the devil. Pray what do you think
of passion, that burns not only themselves but all around them?
What do you think of enmity? What do you think of jealousy-is
not this something that burns the bush? And there are some people
that pride themselves they have not g-ot so much of the beast about
them, they never g-ot drunk, scorn to commit murder, and at the
same time are as full of enmity, of envy, malice, and pride, as the
devil: the Lord God help such to see their condition.

Happy is it Christ can dwell in the bush, when we cannot dwell
ourselves there: there are few Christians can live together, very few
relations can live tog-ether under one roof; we can take that from
other people, that we cannot bear from our own flesh and blood; and
if God did not bear with us more than we bear with one another, we
should all have been destroyed every day. Does the devil make you
say that you will give all up; I will g-o to the Tabernacle no more;
I will lay upon my couch, and take my ease? Oh! if this is the case
of any tonight, thus tempted by Satan, may God rescue their souls.
o poor dear soul, you never will have such sweet words from God
as when you are in the bush; our suffering times will be our best
times.

I know we had more comfort in Moorfields, on Kennington
Common, and especially when the rotten eg-gs, the cats and dogs,
were thrown upon me, and my gown was filled with clods of dirt
that I could scarce move it; I have had more comfort in this
burning bush than when I have been in ease. I remember when
I was preaching at Exeter, a stone came and made my forehead
bleed; I found at that very time the word came with double
power to a labourer that was gazing at me, who was wounded
at the same time by another stone: I felt for the lad more than
for myself, went to a friend, and the lad came to me. Sir, says
he, the man g-ave me a wound, but Jesus healed me; I never had
my bonds broke till I had my head broke.

I appeal to you, whether you were not better when it was colder
than now, because your nerves were braced up; you have a day like
a dog-day, now you are weak, and are obliged to fan yourselves:
thus it is prosperity lulls the soul, and I fear Christians are spoiled
by it.

Whatever your trials are, let this be your prayer: "Lord, though
the bush is burning, let it not be consumed." I think that is too
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low; ·let it be thus: "Lord, when the bush is burning, let me not
burn lower as the fire does, but let me burn higher and higher: I
thank Thee, my God, for trouble; I thank Thee, my God, for
putting me into these afflictions one after another; I thought I could
sing a requiem to myself, that I should have a little rest, but trouble
came from that very quarter where I might reasonably expect the
greatest comfort: I thank Thee for knocking my hands off from the
creature; Lord, I believe, help my unbelief"; and thus you will go
on blessing God to all eternity: by and by the bush shall be trans
lated to the paradise of God; no burning bush in heaven, except the
fire of love, wonder, and gratitude; no trials there, troubles are
limited to this earth; above, our enemies cannot reach us.

TALKING NONSENSE?

Perhaps there are some of you here are saying, "Burning bush!
a bush burnt, and not consumed! I do not know what to make of
this nonsense." Come, come, go on, I am used to it, and I guess what
are the thoughts of your hearts: I pray God that every one of you
here may be afraid of comfort, lest they should be tossed about by
the devil. "What is it I have said? How have I talked in such an
unintelligible manner? Why, say you, what do you mean by a
burning bush?" Why, thou art the very man, how so? Why, you
are burning with the devil in your hearts! you are burning with
foppery, with nonsense, with" the lust of the flesh," with" the lust
of the eye, and pride of life"; and if you do not get out of this state,
as Lot said to his sons-in-law, ere long you shall be burning in hell,
and not consumed: the same angel of the covenant who spake with
Moses out of the bush, He shall ere long descend, surrounded with
millions of the heavenly hosts, and sentence you to everlasting
burnings. "0, vou frighten me!" Did you think I did not intend
to frighten you? Would to God I might frighten you enough! I
believe it will be no harm for you to be frightened out of hell, to be
frightened out of an unconverted state: 0 go and tell your com
panions that the madman said that wicked men are as firebrands of
hell; God pluck you as brands out of that burning.

A PRAYER TO GOD

Blessed be God, that there is yet a day of grace; Oh, that this
might prove" the accepted time"; Oh! that this might prove" the
day of salvation"; Oh, Angel of the everlasting covenant, come
down; thou blessed, dear Comforter, have mercy, mercy, mercy
upon the unconverted, upon our unconverted friends, upon the
unconverted part of this auditory; "speak, and it shall be done;
command, 0 Lord, and it shall come to pass"; turn the burning
bushes of the devil into burning bushes of the Son of God: who
knows but God may hear our prayer, who knows but God may hear
this cry, " I have seen, I have seen the afflictions of My people; the
cry of the children of Israel is come up to Me, and I am come down
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to deliver them" : God grant this may be His word to you under all
your trouble; God grant He may be your Comforter. The Lord
awaken you that are dead in sin: and though on the precipice of
hell, God keep you from tumbling in: and you that are God's
burning bushes, God help you to stand to keep this coat of arms, to
say when you go home, Blessed be God, "the bush is burning, but
not consumed." Amen! even so, Lord Jesus. Amen!

GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

Sermon 68.

ASPIRATION

Tune: Down Ampney,

o may our feet not stray
Beyond our Father's way,

For by our days eternitv is moulded;
o falter not from grief,
There wiII be sure relief

When God's wise plan for us has been unfolded.

o not this earthly clime,
And not the bounds of time,

Can satisfy the cravings of our spirit.
We, of a heavenly birth,
Are sojourners on earth,

And all our hope is centred in Christ's merit.

o may our human love
Be raised to Heaven above

Where it wilI find its rest and satisfaction;
For only Christ our Lord
Fulfilment can afford

Of all our ardent hope and aspiration.

o walk the narrow way
On every fleeting day;

The child of God has never need of pity;
With courage to endure,
With faith so firm and sure,

The Christian hails from far the heavenly city.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. PITTAWAY.
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CURRENT TOPICS

I
THE MULLER HOMES

The now well-known "MULLER HOMES," founded by George
Muller in 1836, have issued their 121st Annual Report, described as
"A brief narrative of facts for the period May 27th, 1959, to May
26th, 1960." The purpose of the Report (60 pages and cover) is
stated to be: "To share some of our experiences, and thereby to
encourage others to a deeper trust in God." The Report can be
obtained (price sixpence) from their bookshop, EVANGELICAL
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE, 60 Park Street, Bristol 1 (postage fourpence).

The total number of children received from the commencement
has been 17,432. Today 145 are resident in the various Homes, with
21 others elsewhere. Of the thirteen Homes, four are in Bristol, two
in Clevedon, five in Weston-super-Mare, and one in Minehead. All
letters, parcels, etc., should be addressed to: The Muller Homes for
Children, Muller House, 7 Cotham Park, Bristol 6.

MULLER'S FAITH
I t is stated in the Report:

"Mr. Muller started his work for orphaned children in the
belief that he was called of God to do so. He experienced very
great trials, especially in his early years, but the peace of God
ruled his life and he was neither depressed nor anxious when the
Lord saw fit to enforce the lesson that' sufficient for the day'
was sufficient for faith. During many years he needed to wait
upon God for daily bread, sometimes with insufficient in hand
for the next meal. But it always came! "

Mr. Muller used to point out that God had called him to a specific
service: he had no thought of setting up a pattern for others to copy.
The Report says: "Many serve God well who do not follow Mr.
Muller's pattern, but tor him this was God's way and he could not
deviate from it. It is our conviction that this is still God's way for
us."
MR. MULLER'S BIBLE READING

The Report is a simple day-to-day account of the work; but
among its pages are many helpful and enlightening remarks and
spiritual comments.

Of Prayer for the large family of children cared for, it is written:
" Please remember that our children have been deprived of the joys
of parental love and care. The best that we can provide does not
take the place of the parent in the mind of the child. Quite a
number who have left have written to say that they thank God for
circumstances which brought them into the Homes, because there
they found their greatest Friend, and He neither leaves nor forsakes
them."
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Of Mr. Muller's Bible Reading there is a note (March 19th,
1960): "From Southampton comes the gift of £10 with the note,
'I re.ul somewhere how many times Mr. Muller read the Bible
through; can you tell me?' The answer given is :

" Mr. Muller wrote on one occasion that he had read the Bible
through more than one hundred times. As he lived many years
after this, it is possible that he read the Scriptures through two
hundred times. One of the treasures now in our possession is
Mr. Muller's Bible, given to him by his brother-in-law, Mr.
Anthony Norris Groves, a pioneer missionary to Bagdad and to
India a century ago."

ONE WHO BECAME A MISSIONARY
We were interested to read, in the Report, concerning MR.

GEORGE COLLETI', whom we met in Bristol and who has gone with
his wife and family of two children to help as a missionary in the
school at Kalene, Northern Rhodesia.

" He is one of our old boys who left the Homes without any
work of grace in his heart. He joined the Merchant Navy during
the war, and his experiences there led him further from the
Kingdom of God. Then God came into his life, and soon after
wards he returned to Ashley Down as a Housemaster. Later he
took a teacher-training course, and for some years he taught in
Bristol schools. Then for a second time God broke into his life.
From Africa came the call, 'Come over and help us,' and,
assuredly gathering that the Lord had called him, he determined
to answer the call."

We were at his Valedictory Service at Bishopston, Bristol, and had
previ~>usly had sweet Christian fellowship with him on a number of
occasions.

Mr. Collett writes (Report, page 43) :
"We are thankful that this is British territory, for we hear

many disturbing things from Congo. Riots and fightings. All
seems peaceful here, however, except for occasional murmurings
from African Congress members."

Of Africa the Report adds:
"This great land, four times the size of the U.S.A., is the

source of the free world's largest uranium supply, of 40 per cent
of its gold, and of 14 per cent of its diamonds. This Continent,
with its 220 million inhabitants, its hundreds of tribes and many
tongues, has the slogan of ' Independence' on almost every lip."

The Report asks for prayer:
" In days of crisis let us remember the mighty role occupied

by Daniel, and, using his weapon of all-prayer, seek to affect the
issues at stake so that events may yet turn out' for the further
ance of the Gospel.' "
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THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY: SPRING BULLETIN
The Spring- (1961) Bulletin (edited by Gordon R. Sayer) of the

Evangelical Library will, we read, recall the death of SAMUEL
RUTHERFORD, who died three hundred years ago. "Samuel Ruther
ford lives on generation after generation in his Letters which never
cease to fill the air of Christendom with the fragrance of the Rose
of Sharon."

The Autumn Bulletin (1960) included a very helpful article by
R. E. Ford on "JOHN BUNYAN: His Influence on the Revival of
True Religion." Bunyan lived sixty years (1628-1688), and wrote
sixty pieces. Mr. Ford quotes a recommendation of Bunyan's first
book, written at the age of twenty-seven (" Some Gospel Truths
Opened According to the Scriptures": 1656):

" He hath, through grace, taken these three heavenly degrees,
to wit, union with Christ, the anointing of the Spirit, and
experience of the temptations of Satan, which do more to fit. a
man for the weighty work of preaching the Gospel than all the
University learning and degrees that can be had."

The Annual Lecture of The Evangelical Library, given on
November 29th, 1960, by the Rev. Dr. Eifion Evans, has just been
published under the title: "REVIVALS: THEIR RISE, PROGRESS,
AND ACHIEVEMENTS."

BARBER'S BIBLE READING
" He would always read a chapter of the Bible at night, and

two in the morning before opening the shop at 9 a.m."-such
was the account given in the Torquay Times, December 2nd, 1960,
of one of Torquay's best-known barbers, 81-year-old Mr. Samuel
Maddern, who died at Torbay Hospital.
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