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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT
" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

"IN HEAVENLY LOVE ABIDING"

HI will fear no evil, for Thou art with me."-Psalm 23: 4.
THE hymn beginning

"In heavenly love abiding
No change my heart shall fear"

appeared in 1850 in "Hymns and Meditations" by A.L.W. (Miss
Anna Laetitia Waring). There is a copy of this neatly-printed small
booklet in the Bristol Central (Reference) Library, and the hymn is
No. 9 among twenty pieces. It is based on Psalm 23, and is headed
"I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me" (Psalm 23: 4). We desire
to hand on this passage as a MOTTO FOR 1962, particularly as illus
trated in the well-known hymn of Miss Waring and in her life and
other hymns.

I.

We give first a few details concerning the authoress, so far as we
have been able to gather them and so far as they throw light on
the way God led her. She was born in South Wales, near Neath,
Glamorganshire, in 1823 (not 1820, as stated in some articles). She
came of Quaker stock, being the second child of parents who
belonged to the Society of Friends; but, like her uncle before her,
she left the Quakers, and in 1842, at the age of nineteen, became a
member of the Church of England at Winchester.

A BIBLE STUDENT
She was a great Bible student, as will be readily seen from the

hymns which she wrote. In her first publication (1850), referred to
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above, each hymn was headed by a text-e.g. from the Book of
Psalms:

"My times are in Thy hand" (31: 15).
"Thou maintainest my lot" (16: 5).
"The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance" (16: 5).
"I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me" (23: 4).
"I will bless the Lord at all times" (34: 1).
"Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive ... " (86: 5).
"I will trust in the covert of Thy wings" (61: 4).
"I wait for the Lord ... in His word do I hope" (130: 5).

From the New Testament she used the texts:
"If ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it" (John 14: 14).
"I know Whom I have believed" (2 Tim. 1: 12).

It is thus not surprising to us to find that at the age of 63 in 1886
she issued A CALENDAR OF BIBLE TEXTS. We have not seen this
book; but we feel it was typical of her God-given joy in the Word.
It was entitled "DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE."

SHE LEARNED HEBREW
More remarkable still was the fact that, in order to be able to

enter more into the poetry of the Psalms, she learned Hebrew. It
became her daily practice to read the HEBREW PSALTER, until near
the end of her long life when she was unable to read.

Her first publication, "HYMNS AND MEDITATIONS" (1850) went
through seventeen editions, and there were several reprints in
America. In 1863 it was enlarged to include thirty-eight composi
tions, and in 1868 another publication entitled "ADDITIONAL
HYMNS" was issued.

She took an active interest in the work of the Discharged
Prisoners' Aid Society, and was a Lady Visitor at the Bristol Prisons.

In personal life she has been described as having "a habitually
grave demeanour"; but with this she combined "a keen sense of
humour"-she enjoyed a good story, and her own fund of stories
was a delight to her friends (Obituary Notice in The Times, May
24th, 1910).

For many years she lived in retirement with her three sisters,
who all predeceased her. She died on May 10th, 1910, at Bristol.

n.
"MY TIMES ARE IN THY HAND"

The first hymn in her book of 1850 was the well-known:

Father, I know that all my life
Is portioned out for me,

And the changes that are sure to come

'4- _
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I do not ask to see;
But I ask for a present mind

Intent on pleasing Thee.

This was written in 1846, when she was twenty-three, while staying
at Clifton with Serjeant Stephen and his family.

It was headed "My TIMES ARE IN THY HAND" (Psalm 31: 15).
It is not an easy hymn to sing or for which to find a suitable tune;
but there is in it a wonderful faith in God's sovereign guiding and a
lovely spirit exemplified in often-quoted expressions

"And a heart at leisure from itself
To soothe and sympathise."

"I would be treated as a child,
And guided where I would go."

"And a mind to blend with outward life,
While keeping at Thy side;

Content to fill a little space,
If Thou be glorified."

"But a lowly heart that leans on Thee
Is happy anywhere."

"And a life of self-renouncing love
Is a life of liberty."

Not dissimilar is her hymn:
"My heart is resting, 0 my God."

This was based on Lamentations 3: 24:
"The Lord is my portion saith my soul,

Therefore will I hope in Him."
Ill.

HER TRUST IN CHRIST
We give quotations of two of her hymns which are hardly known,

but which indicate her own personal trust in Christ. On Isaiah
30: 15:

"In returning and rest shall ye be saved;
In quietness and confidence shall be your strength"

she wrote the hymn (No. 7 in her book of 1850):
With a heart full of anxious request,

Which my Father in heaven bestowed.
I wandered, alone and distrest,

In search of a quiet abode.
Astray and distracted, I cried-

Lord, where wouldst Thou have me to be?
And the voice of the Lamb that had died

Said. Come. my beloved. to ME.

.!
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I went-for He mightily wins
Weary souls to His peaceful retreat~

And He gave me forgiveness of sins.
And songs that I love to repeat;

And oft as my enemies came,
My views of His glory to dim,

He taught me to trust in His name,
And to triumph by leaning on Him.

Washed white in the blood that He shed,
My heart in His presence was free;

I was hungry and thirsty-He fed-
I was sick and He comforted me.

He gave me the blessing complete
The hope that is with me today.

And a quiet abode at His feet,
That shall not be taken away.

On John 14: 14. "If ye shall ask anything in My name. I will do."
she wrote:

My prayer to the promise shall cling
I will not give heed to a doubt;

For I ask for the one needful thing.
Which I cannot be happy without.

A spirit of lowly repose
In the love of the Lamb that was slain.

A heart to be touched with His woes.
And a care not to grieve Him again.

The peace that my Saviour has brought.
The cheerfulness that nothing can dim.

The love that can bring every thought
Into perfect obedience to Him

The wisdom His mercy to own
In the way He directs me to take.

To glory in Jesus alone.
And to love. and do good, for His sake.

All this Thou hast offered to me,
In the promise wherein I will rest;

For faith. 0 my Saviour, in Thee
Is the substance of all my request.

Thy word has commanded my prayer,
Thy Spirit has taught me to pray;

And all my unholy despair
Is ready to vanish away.
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Thou wilt not be weary of me,
Thy promise my faith will sustain,

And soon, very soon, I shall see
That I haven't been asking in vain.

IV.

"IN HEAVENLY LOVE ABIDING"

This well-known and much-loved hymn (1850) is based on Psalm
23, and throughout there is the figure of the Good Shepherd going
before, leading, and providing for His sheep.

"Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil" (Psalm 23: 4). The enemies of sheep in Palestine were
the wild animals in the ravines, the snakes, etc.; but the Jewish
shepherd protected and guarded his flock from these death-threaten
ing perils.

In his Pilgrim's Progress, John Bunyan pictured in fearful form
the enemies of the Christian in his pilgrimage; but at the end of it
he wrote:

"When Christian had travelled in this disconsolate condition
some considerable time, he thought he heard the voice of a man,
as going before him, saying:

'Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death,

I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me' (Psalm 23: 4).
Then he was glad, and that for these reasons:
First, because he gathered from thence, that some who feared

God were in this valley as well as himself.
Secondly, for that he perceived God was with them, though

in that dark and dismal state. And why not, thought he, with
me? though, by reason of the impediment that attends this
place, I cannot perceive it (Job 9: 11).

Thirdly, for that he hoped, could he overtake them, to have
company by-and-by."

So Christian went on, and found that God had "turned the
shadow of death into the morning" (Amos 5: 8).

It is often pointed out that the Christian walks through the valley.
It is also pointed out that it is the shadow of death. "No one is
afraid of a shadow," said Spurgeon, "the shadow of a dog cannot
bite."

"I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff
comfort me." This, indeed, is the joy of the child of God. The first
reference of the passage is not to death itself, but to dangers and
perils, and the assurance is of God's presence. God's word to
Jacob, going out from home, was "And, behold, I am with thee,

•
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and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring
thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done
that which I have spoken to thee of" (Genesis 28: 15). Many such
promises appear in Scripture, notably that to Joshua: "As I was
with Moses, so I will be with thee" (Joshua 1: 5), a word which
the child of God is in the New Testament encouraged to apply to
himself-see Hebrews 13: 5, 6: "For He hath said, I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is
my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me."

If death does come, we have the assurance expressed in Thomas
Kelly's hymn:

"Why those fears? behold, 'tis Jesus
Holds the helm and guides the ship."

With these comments we now give Miss A. L. Waring's hymn in
full. It should be kept in mind that, in the East, the shepherd goes
before his flock; he leads, and the sheep follow trusting entirely in
their shepherd.

In heavenly love abiding,
No change my heart shall fear;

And safe is such confiding,
For nothing changes here.

The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid;

But God is round about me,
And can I be dismayed?

Wherever He may guide me,
No want shall turn me back;

My Shepherd is beside me,
And nothing can I lack:

His wisdom ever waketh,
His sight is never dim;

He knows the way He taketh,
And I will walk with Him.

Green pastures are before me,
Which yet I have not seen;

Bright skies will soon be o'er me,
Where the dark clouds have been.

My hope I cannot measure,
My path of life is free;

My Saviour has my treasure,
And He will walk with me.

Miss A. L. Waring, 1850. W.D.S.
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IN THE year 1848 a weaver called Jean Bertre was living with his
widowed mother in a village in Normandy. The little thatched
cottage was in the midst of a pretty garden, full of flowers and fruit
and vegetables; it was on the hill some distance from the road,
seldom disturbed by visitors. But one day Jean hastened from his
loom to answer a knock at the door; there he found a man selling
books-Bibles and New Testaments. After a little talk, Jean bought
a Bible, and the colporteur went off on his round.

The same day the weaver began to read the Scriptures to his
mother, and continued to do so daily. When he told his neighbours
of the book he had bought, they soon let him know that it was a
Protestant book; for at the little town twelve miles away there was
a little Protestant church, and some of the village people had heard
the pastor preach. Jean took to attending this church, cheerfully
trudging the long distances; and occasionally he was able to convey
his mother there as well. Before long both mother and son became
recognised members of the Protestant church; for they grew to love
the Word of God and to put their trust wholly in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Several members of the little church had become colporteurs,
carrying the Word of God to distant villages; and after a time Jean
began to feel that God was calling him to such work. He talked it
over with his mother, and the two were much in prayer about the
matter. When at length it seemed clear that Jean should offer for
this work, he sought an interview with the minister, asking him to
recommend his application to the Bible Society in Paris. This he
gladly did; but every colporteur had to get a hawker's licence from
the Prefect, and to do this he must first have a certificate of good
character from the local mayor, countersigned by the sub-Prefect.

Jean's conversion had stirred up opposition among his neigh
bours, and when he took the mayor's certificate to the sub-Prefect,
he found that there were accusations against him of being mixed up
with political clubs and agitators. It was no use explaining that, if
ever he had attended a club-meeting, it was before he had read the
Bible; his application was completely refused.
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Poor Jean and his mother were much disheartened by this set
back, for they were both sure that the call was of God. The
conviction only deepened as Jean went on with his weaving and
gardening; it kept him constantly at prayer. After a few weeks he
thought he would apply to the Prefect himself, without the sub
Prefect's certificate. This meant walking thirty miles to a larger
town. He set out hopefully; but at the end of his long trudge, he
was roughly turned away from the Prefect's office.

On his way home Jean, sad and discouraged, turned aside under
some trees to rest. He read his precious New Testament, musing
and praying. Suddenly a thought occurred to him; why should he
not go to the President himself? (This was Prince Napoleon). Now
the weaver was fond of putting his thoughts into verse of a sort;
he rather fancied himself as a poet. Why not present a petition in
rhyme? It would be sure to attract more attention! The verses
flowed easily into his mind, and before he reached home the petition
was composed.

Much thought and prayer followed before Jean came to the great
decision that he would present his petition in person. He felt that
he would like to tell the minister before he set out, so he tramped
the twelve miles to the little town, and laid the verses triumphantly
before his pastor.

The minister took up the paper doubtfully-and immediately
found the greatest difficulty in stifling his laughter! The "poetry"
was the crudest possible doggerel, full of ludicrous mistakes in
grammar. The pastor, managing to conceal his amusement, spoke
very kindly to Jean; but he told him that he feared he would only
waste time and money in seeking an interview with the President.

But Jean was not to be daunted, and the next day he started out
on his walk to Paris, a distance of a hundred and fifty miles. Day
after day he trudged on, until one afternoon when he found himself
at the gate of the city. He asked the first official he saw where the
Prince President lived, and was directed with some amusement to
the palace some miles further on.

It was dusk when Jean stood in the square looking up at the
palace. He had a good look at the entrance gates, and then retired
to the nearest inn for the night.

Early next morning the weaver went up to the gates, and boldly
asked to see the President. The porter could scarcely believe his
ears! Soon a group of soldiers and police had gathered round to
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see the clodhopper from the country, who thought that he had only
to ask, to be admitted to the great presence. There was banter and
good-humoured laughter at first; but when Jean persisted, he was
ordered away.

Jean went back sadly to the inn, and got his things into his
knapsack. He was thankful to remember that he had free access to
the Throne of Grace, and there he poured out his trouble to his
Heavenly Father. Disappointed but still believing, he prepared to
leave Paris. Before he could do this, he had to go to the Central
Police Station (or its equivalent) to get his passport signed. When
his turn came to see the official concerned, Jean had another brilliant
idea. Leaning forward confidentially, he whispered that he wished
to see the Chief Constable himself. "Have you some important
communication to make to him?" said the clerk. "I must see him
privately," said Jean decidedly. The clerk was so impressed with
the weaver's mysterious manner that he took him straight to the
Chief Constable!

As soon as the great man could attend to him, he asked the
weaver what his business was. "My business, Sir, is simply this:
I want an authorisation to sell Bibles in Paris and throughout the
country." Astonished at Jean's audacity, the Chief Constable told
him he had no time to attend to such things; he must go at once.
"Ab," said Jean, "if only I could have seen the President as I
intended! He would surely have read my petition"; and he pulled
out his verses and laid them before the official.

The Chief Constable glanced at the paper; his frown disappeared,
a smile spread over his face, and at last he burst out into a roar of
laughter. "All right! " he said to Jean; "come back at two o'clock."

The weaver could see no cause for amusement, but he was not
disturbed by that. At two o'clock when he appeared at the door,
he was greeted with smiles and chaffing. "Here he comes!" said
one to another; "here's our poet!" Jean was delighted that his fame
had gone before him, and in a few minutes he was walking out of the
office wreathed in smiles. The authorisation was in his pocket!

With what joy and thankfulness the tired weaver entered the little
cottage again. His mother was delighted at the result, and together
the two joined in praising God. It was not long before Jean was
able to enter upon his work as a colporteur, and for many years it
was his joy and privilege to carry the Word of God from house to
house in the towns and villages and country-side of Normandy.

DAMARIS

t·
f
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 95

The whole: Without this "no man shall see the Lord" (Hebrews).

1. He was troubled when he heard of Christ's birth.
2. Revelation 22 speaks of Christ as the this of David.
3. People that walked in darkness saw a great one.
4. No accommodation here for Joseph and Mary.
5. Mary lived here when Gabriel appeared to her.
6. Mary's cousin.
7. The first to hear the good tidings.
8. Gave guidance to the Wise Men.

SOLUTION OF No. 94

The whole: "GROW IN GRACE" (2 Peter 3: 18).

1. Galatians (Gal. 3: 1).
2. Rachel (Gen. 35: 18).
3. Oil (Matt. 25: 4).
4. Weeks (Exod. 34: 22).
5. Iscariot (John 12: 4).
6. Nathan (2 Sam. 12: 1-3).
7. Gadarenes (Luke 8: 26-36).
8. Rehoboam (l Kings 11: 43).
9. Archippus (Philemon v. 2).

10. Covetousness (Exod. 20: 17).
11. Ear (John 18: 10).

THE VOICE OF MY BELOVED

(Song of Solomon 2: 8).

The Church expectant hears the tender words
Which tell her that the winter rains have gone
And that the time has come of singing birds;
On springtime flowers the warming sun has shone;
So is it when her blood-washed robes are on;
The voice of Christ now bids her leave behind
The vanities she erstwhile looked upon
And in His treasure-house her wealth to find,-
The peace and joy He gives to every pardoned mind.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.
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"THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE OF
JESUS CHRIST"

"A nd the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father),
full of grace and truth."-JoHN 1: 14.

THERE are many expressions in the Bible with which we are so
familiar that sometimes we hear and read them without being fully
aware of their meaning. The word "glory" is, I think, one of these.

Let us meditate on a few of the "wondrous things" that God has
to say to us in His Word about His glory, and so may we pray that
by His Holy Spirit we may be enabled to believe and understand
"from above" more of His marvellous revelation of Himself. "He
will guide you into all (the) truth," is one of His precious promises
(John 16 : 13). The Lord Jesus Christ had told His disciples that
"He (the Spirit of truth) shall not speakof Himself but ... He shall
glorify Me" (John 16 : 13, 14).

"For God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. 4 : 6).

Thus we are led to the conclusion that we may know something of
"the glory of God" only through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

HE IS WORTHY

Is He not worthy of glory and honour? In Revelation 5 : 9, 10.
we read that in Heaven they sang a new song, saying,

"Thou art worthy to take the book and to open the seals
thereof: for Thou wast slain. and hast redeemed us to God by
Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation: and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and
we shall reign on (or over) the earth."

That will be the Church's song in Heaven. but even now on earth
every child of God. redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, born
again from above. can sing:

"Glory, Lord. is Thine for ever,
Ever Thine-Thou art the Son.
Great the glory Thou art given,
Great the glory Thou hast won;
Great the glory and the splendour
Of the holy heavenly place;
Greater far the Godhead glory.
Shining. Saviour. in Thy Face." (E. Williams)

"



12

,

The Gospel Magazine

"That God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Peter
1 : 11).

"HE MANIFESTED FORTH HIS GLORY"

When the Lord Jesus Christ ("the Lord of Glory") came into this
world, His glory was veiled (i.e., hidden within Himself); but on
some special occasions in His life on earth, it was witnessed by
some of His disciples, for we are told "Jesus ... manifested forth
His glory, and His disciples believed on Him" (John 2 : 11). This
beginning of miracles (signs) did Jesus in Cana of Galilee.

So was it not also for our faith in Him, that we might glorify Him
in our praises, and thus ascribe all honour to Him and worship
Him?

"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book, but these are written,
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through His Name" (John 20 :
30. 31).

At the Lord's Transfiguration on the Mount, "they (Peter, John
and James) saw His glory" (Luke 9 : 32). "His face did shine as
the sun, and His raiment was white as the light" (Matthew 17 : 2).

Before He raised Lazarus from the dead He said, "This sickness
is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God
might be glorified thereby" (John 11 : 4).

In His perfect holiness, His righteousness and absolute sinless
ness, we are clearly given glimpses of His wonderful excellency.
That He is "full of grace and truth" is proved by His gracious
words. works and ministry on earth.

In David's Psalm of praise we read the prophecy: "All Thy
works shall praise Thee, 0 Lord (Jehovah); and Thy saints shall
bless Thee. They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom, and talk
of Thy power; to make known to the sons of men His mighty acts,
and the glorious majesty of His kingdom" (Psalm 145 : 10-12).

If the Jews had only known and realised that Christ as the
Messiah is "King of kings and Lord of lords," "they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory" (1 Corinthians 2 : 8).

AT THE CROSS

Not only in His life on earth did the glory shine forth, but in His
great sacrificial death on the Cross at Calvary His glory was
exhibited, for by it He declared the fulness of God's love. "I have
glorified Thee (the only true God) on the earth: I have finished the
work which Thou gavest Me to do" (John 17 : 4).

David asks, "Who is this King of glory?" and the answer is given
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prophetically, "The Lord (Jehovah) strong and mighty, the Lord
mighty in battle" (Psalm 24 : 8).

He won the fight against Satan, sin and death. His was the Victory,
which was proclaimed in His triumphant shout, "It is finished,"
when He gave up the Ghost (dismissed His Spirit)" (John 19 : 30).

"HIS GLORIOUS RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION"

And what can we say of "His glorious Resurrection and Ascen
sion"? Here is a glory revealed, never before known in this world.
God, the Father, set His seal of approval on the finished work of
His beloved Son in that He raised Him from the dead. Jesus had
prayed: "Father, the hour is come: glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son
also may glorify Thee" (John 17: 1). We see His prayer answered
in the glory of Resurrection power. Then when he had "shewed
Himself alive after His Passion by many infallible proofs, being seen
of them forty days" (Acts 1 : 3), He was "received up into glory"
(1 Timothy 3 : 16).

THE CENTURION AND THE DYING THIEF

At the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary, "when the
centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly
this was a righteous Man" (Luke 23 : 47). Thus he gave God the
glory, he gave Him "the glory due to His Name."

When the dying thief on the cross cried out, "Lord, remember
me, when Thou earnest into Thy kingdom," did he not believe and
glorify God? What great faith and hope he must have had to believe
that Christ, in spite of His shame, suffering and rejection, would still
be King of the Jews in God's own appointed time and His kingdom
be established.

Both these men, the centurion and the dying thief, glorified God.
They acknowledged the fact that God was right, although all others
might be against Him. There was Victory, a glorious victory
through what appeared to be defeat. God's purposes were being
fulfilled. "As for God, His way is perfect" (Psalm 18: 30). "Ought
not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?"
said the Risen Lord to the two on the way to Emmaus (Luke 24 : 26).

ACKNOWLEDGING HIS SOVEREIGNTY

With the full revelation in His Word that God has given us, with
the truth before us, by the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, we
too will glorify God when we acknowledge His Sovereignty in all
things. "He is Lord of all."

"Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you that ye should go and bring forth fruit" (John 13 : 16). Is not
this God's purpose for His children here on earth? The Father is
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glorified when we bear fruit-the fruit of tl1e Spirit--Iove, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem
perance (Galatians 5 : 22).

We cannot produce fruit by our own efforts, for it is fruit of the
Holy Spirit. It is not by good works nor service, it grows so that
there can be no boasting on our part.

"Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give
glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake" (Psalm 115 : 1).
"Our God is in the heavens, He hath done whatsoever He hath
pleased" (Psalm 115 : 3).

God is working out His purposes in spite of all that Satan, the
prince of the power of the air, does in trying to frustrate them in all
ages. God is never frustrated. He is Almighty and Omniscient. It
is most important that the Christian should come to acknowledge
the Sovereignty of God. His is the right to do "whatsoever He hath
pleased." "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the
world and they that dwell therein" (Psalm 24: 1).

"God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son"
(John 3 : 16). "The Lord Jesus Christ came unto His own (people)
and His own received Him not" (John 1 : 11). But only those who
are born of the Spirit receive Him and they are privileged "to
become sons (children) of God," believing on His Name. In them
He is glorified, for they are His inheritance, "to the praise of the
glory of His grace" (Ephesians 1 : 6).

Christ is Lord of Glory,
Sing we now today;
Tell abroad the story,
Own His rightful sway.
Sing aloud, and never
Cease to spread His fame,
Triumph, now and ever
In the Saviour's Name.

(Hannah K. Burlingham)

"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think according to the power that worketh in us.
unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen" (Ephesians 3 : 20, 21).

Southbourne, Dec., 1961. A.D.R.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"JESUS IS LORD"

A SERMON BY THE REV. H. M. CARSON (VICAR OF ST. PAUL'S
CAMBRIDGE)

"No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost."
-1 COR. 12: 3.

WHEN we speak about the Holy Spirit, I think it is true to say that
in the minds even of many Christians there is a great deal of vague
ness, and a great lack of understanding. In fact, is it not true to say
that even for many Christians the Holy Spirit is the forgotten factor
in their thinking? Indeed, in so much of the planning of the church
at large these days, it seems painfully obvious that the Holy Spirit
has been left out of the reckoning. Is it any wonder, therefore, that
so often Christians betoken an evident lack of the power of the
Spirit in their lives? It it any wonder that in the church at large we
are in the sorry plight in which we are today? Someone may say,
"But this is getting rather deep; it is getting into rather difficult
doctrine." Paul would say, "Without the Holy Spirit there is simply
no Christianity; there is no spiritual experience apart from the Spirit
of God." So quite clearly, if a man is defective in his understanding
about the Holy Spirit, well, he is going to be rather defective in his
Christian life; and a church which does not come to grips with the
truth of the Spirit is a church that is going to be weak and ineffective.

WHY so DIFFICULT
Now why is it that we find it so difficult to understand the signifi

cance or the place of the Spirit of God?
I think, first of all, for the obvious reason that you and I only

know this life, life in this world. We are in the body, and the only
kind of life we know is bodily existence. The only kind of people
that we know are people like ourselves, enjoying the same kind of
bodily or physical existence that we do, and the result is that we find
it very hard to conceive of spirit, or a form of life in which the body
does not enter. It is hard, and, indeed, it is well nigh impossible for
us to comprehend that. I think another factor enters in. When we
think of a person, we think of one particular person in one particular
place, and to speak of a person we always associate it with one body
and one place. We cannot think of a person in any other way really.
To think of the Spirit of God as a person who is yet present in every
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place, is again something that is extremely difficult for us to under
stand.

Then again, when we begin to talk about God, not just God as we
think of Him ourselves, but God as He is revealed to us in the Bible,
I think that even Christians find it difficult to conceive of the Holy
Spirit. They can conceive of God the Father. Fatherhood brings
certain associations to mind. They think of God the Father as the
One who cares for His children, the One who plans for them and the
One who guides them. So, in some measure at least, they can think
in terms of God as our Heavenly Father. To speak of God the Son,
in a sense, is straightforward. They can turn to the gospel narra
tives, and there is Jesus of Nazareth; God manifest in the flesh; the
Son, the only begotten Son of God. So when we speak of God the
Son, at once there comes to our mind the picture of Jesus Christ,
once crucified but now risen and glorified. But when we come to
speak about the Holy Spirit, again I believe we find it difficult. Yet
when we go back to the Bible, we find that the Holy Spirit plays a
prominent part, indeed an absolutely vital part, in the work of God.
The Holy Spirit, let us emphasise this, is Himself God. Just as really
as the Father is God, and the Son is God, so also the Holy Spirit is
is God.

Not only that, He is a Person. Thus Jesus spoke of the Spirit
coming as another Comforter, another Advocate; and Jesus is
saying, "Just as I am your advocate, just as I am the One you may
call to your side to help you, so I will send One who shall be another
advocate." As really as Jesus Christ is a person, so really is the
Holy Spirit a person. He is divine, He is a person, and He is holy
-His very title betokens that fact. He is holy in the requirements
He makes. He does not dwell in sinners. When He comes to sinners,
He comes in order that He might lead them to repentance. He
demands holiness from them, but He is also the One who brings
holiness. When He comes to dwell within the life, He is the One
who imparts holiness.

I.-THE FIRST CRY OF FAITH

Paul is saying here that the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential to
Christian profession. You may say that you are a Christian. You
may say it with all the vigour of which you are capable; but, says
Paul, unless you know the power of the Holy Spirit in your life,
you are simply deceiving yourself, because no man can say that
Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit.

Now let us look at various ways in which we say, or we are called
on to say, that 'Jesus is Lord.' I would say that this statement is
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THE BASIC STATEMENT OF CHRISTIAN LIVING. When a man turns
from his sin, when he turns to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation,
what is he saying? Surely he is saying this very thing, 'Jesus is
Lord.' What does that statement mean? It means that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God. It means that Jesus Christ is the triumphant .
Lord and Conqueror, that Christ is the One who at Calvary des
troyed the powers of evil, dealt with sin, and purchased a mighty
salvation. When a man turns from his sin, and turns from his self
righteousness, and gives up the old struggle and trusts in Christ
for salvation, I say he is asserting at that point, 'Jesus is Lord.' It is
no longer merely some words that come from his lips; now it is the
expression of his heart. He is asserting 'This is the only Lord. Other
lords have had dominion over me, but now Jesus Christ shall be my
Lord, my Saviour, my God.'

But that is a tremendously difficult thing to do. It is very easy, of
course, just to say the words. Indeed the tragedy is that so often
people are lulled into thinking that it is quite an easy thing-you
just turn to a few texts in the Bible, see what Jesus Christ did, say
that He is Lord, that He is your Lord, and you have arrived. It is
all so straightforward that people so easily confess that kind of faith;
and that kind of faith is not worthy of the name. It is the sort of
faith that ends in disillusionment, when people wake up to a realisa
tion of the fact that they have been just using words, and have just
been persuading themselves of something which is not really true.
It is a tremendously difficult thing to say Jesus is Lord. In fact
Paul is going even further than saying it is very difficult: he says it
is absolutely impossible. You cannot say that Jesus is Lord but by
the Holy Spirit; and what Paul is saying is simply this: you cannot
be a Christian unless the Spirit leads you; you cannot trust in Christ
unless the Spirit does this wonderful thing in you.

Someone may ask, Why? Well, the first reason surely is that until
the Spirit begins to work in a man's life, he does not see any need
to say Jesus Chri§t iLl.-oSp,,_.why shQ!!I(Lh~Z_He is quite content
~ith himselfm of the wrath of God. He stirs him. Q Whe~ the Spirit
of God comes, it is not just a case of an argument being presented;
the arguments are presented with such irresistible force that a man
is stirred to the depths of his being. That is why sometimes, when
men have been thus moved by the Spirit of God, they have literally
wept in anguish of spirit, as they begin to see where they are before
God, and in the light of eternity. That is why the first incoming of
the Spirit of God is a painful thing very often. People imagine that
He comes, as it were, with a gentle caress. So often in His first
coming He comes with a rod. He comes to convict of sin and of
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see any reason, and he will not, until the Spirit of God awakens him.
It is not only that. A man cannot say Jesus is Lord because there

is something within him which refuses to make that assertion.
Again, of course, he may say it in so many words; but as far as
saying it from his heart and acknowledging 'Jesus Christ is my
Lord,' 1 say it is impossible because deep down in the heart of man
there is this stubborn core of rebellion. You may remember the
famous statement of it in the poem, 'I am the master of my fate,
I am the captain of my soul.' That is one of the most blatant
affirmations of man's self-sufficiency. "I am in control of things" is
the assertion of so many twentieth-century men today. They are
quite content that they can organise their own lives. You may not,
however, get it in quite such a crude and blatant form, and yet still
that hard core of rebellion may be there.

I believe you find it in many nominal Christians-people who
profess to believe in Jesus Christ and to follow Him; but when you
dig down below the surface, and of course that is where things really
count, you find that they have never really acknowledged Christ as
their Lord. Why do 1 say that? For this reason. You find that
when you speak to them, so often they are prepared to have only
their version of Jesus Christ; not the Christ of Scripture, but the
Christ that they want to press into the little mould of their own
thinking. Or again, you will find that they are prepared to acknow
ledge Jesus Christ as the Son of God, Jesus Christ as Lord; but it
is so often with the big reservation. They think in terms of Christ
as occupying certain departments of their life. They cannot con
ceive of a Christ who stands as the King and demands absolute
allegiance, and absolute surrender. I say, deep down in the heart of
many a one who bears outwardly the name of Christian, there is this
spirit of independence, the spirit which cries out 'we will not have
this man to reign over us.' It is impossible for a man to turn from
that, unless he is humbled and broken by the Spirit of God.

There is another reason whv Paul a~~p.rt" here that no man can
-r --- -- --------~~. 1 it is simply

I.-THE FIRST CRY OF FAITH

Paul is saying here that the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential to
Christian profession. You may say that you are a Christian. You
may say it with all the vigour of which you are capable; but, says
Paul, unless you know the power of the Holy Spirit in your life,
you are simply deceiving yourself, because no man can say that
Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit.

Now let us look at various ways in which we say, or we are called
on to say, that 'Jesus is Lord.' I would say that this statement is
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that. It is something much more demanding. How often when a
person begins to think seriously, they come to the point where they
long to believe; they want to believe; but they just cannot. Why is
it'? Surely, simply because sin puts chains about us. The devil
brings us into a state of bondage, so that until someone breaks the
shackles from us we are not able to step free. One always thinks of
Charles Wesley's hymn:

'Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature's night.'

Then he speaks in that vivid way of chains faIling off, and of his
stepping forth from the cell. It is the picture of what happens when
a man comes from being condemned and under the wrath and
judgment of God and finds mercy in Christ. The chains have fallen
off. The cell door has swung open. He has gone out to meet his
Saviour. That is what happens when the Spirit of God comes
mightily upon him; He breaks the bands from him. So Paul says,
at the very basic point of putting your trust in Christ as your
Saviour, 'No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Spirit.'

Now how does it happen? How does the Spirit bring a man to the
point where he is enabled to say Jesus is Lord? He does it, first of
all, by awakening the man to his desperate condition. I said that the
reason for a man's inability to say that Jesus is Lord is, in the first
place, because he does not see his need; and really if a man sees no
need of a Saviour, how would you expect him to cry out from his
heart for salvation? The Spirit, first of all, shows men their need.
It is rather like awakening someone who is asleep in a building that
has caught fire. You shake them; you shake them roughly, if need
be, to waken them up, to make them realise the imminent peril in
which they are. The Spirit of God comes upon a man, and shakes
him in the depths of his being. He shows him his sin. He shows him
his lost condition. He speaks to him of coming judgment. He
speaks to him of the wrath of God. He stirs him. When the Spirit
of God comes, it is not just a case of an argument being presented;
the arguments are presented with such irresistible force that a man
is stirred to the depths of his being. That is why sometimes, when
men have been thus moved by the Spirit of God, they have literally
wept in anguish of spirit, as they begin to see where they are before
God, and in the light of eternity. That is why the first incoming of
the Spirit of God is a painful thing very often. People imagine that
He comes, as it were, with a gentle caress. So often in His first
coming He comes with a rod. He comes to convict of sin and of

"
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righteousness and of judgment. That is how He comes. He comes
to awaken men who are sleeping, whose sleep will become an eternal
death if they are not awakened. He comes stirring the hearts of
men, so that they desire desperately to be saved. He then liberates
the will-

'My chains fell off,' says Wesley, 'and I was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.'

No man can say that Jesus is Lord; no man can bow the knee
before Christ crucified; no man can lay hold of Christ as Saviour,
unless this great thing happens. You see, becoming a Christian is
not just something that is wrought out in terms of 'my decision' and
'what I do.' Becoming a Christian is the result of a mighty miracle.
It is a supenmtural thing. It is a tremendous thing that happens
when a man becomes a Christian. The Spirit of God awakens him
and leads him to Christ.

II.-THE CHRISTIAN'S LIFE OF OBEDIENCE

Let us look at another aspect of this. You move into the Christian
life. The Christian life is a life of obedience to God, a life of getting
to know God's will. Now one could sum up Christian living in this
very statement that we are considering this evening, 'Jesus is Lord.'

What does it mean to live a holy life? It simply means to treat
Jesus Christ as your Lord. But you only need to pause for a moment
and reflect on that to realise what a tremendous statement that is.
Again, how easy it is for the believer to frame those words with his
lips, but to say it from your heart-Jesus Christ is my King. Jesus
Christ has absolute rights over me. Jesus Christ has a right to sift
my thoughts, to control my words, and to determine every plan that
I make. Jesus Christ is King of my life, my home, and my future.
That was how Christ put it Himself. He said, 'If any man will be
My disciple, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
Me.'

That, you know, is not only difficult, it is impossible apart from
the enabling power of the Spirit of God. Why is it so difficult?
Surely because, while having become new people by the grace of
God, while we desire to follow Christ, while we long to crown Him
as King of our lives, the old nature so often raises its ugly head. So
often instead of Christ being on the throne, as far as our thoughts
and our life is concerned, we seek to enthrone self again, and the
flesh mounts the place of sovereignty in our life. Self has a firm ally
in seeking to gain the throne again. The devil is always there to
encourage, and the world is always there to exert its appeal. It is
hard to say that Jesus is Lord, and to keep on saying it, and to

~
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mean it; but by the power of the Holy Spirit it is possible to say it.
Now how does the Spirit of God enable the Christian, in the

ordinary affairs of everyday life, to assert from his heart that Jesus
Christ is Lord? One way in which He does this is simply to show
us Christ. Part of His ministry, indeed the supreme thing about the
ministry of the Spirit, is to glorify Christ and to show Christ to men.
He does it at the very beginning, when a man comes as a sinner,
seeking mercy. The Spirit takes him to Calvary. The Spirit opens
his eyes, and reveals to him the glory of the crucified One, and the
power and the mercy of the crucified One; and it is true the whole
way through the Christian life. To go on in our experience of ~hrist

means not that we try and whip up some sort of emotion within, or
try to stir up our love for Christ. I am sure many of us have tried
that and realised what a frustrating thing it is-you get nowhere.
The Spirit does it the other way round. He simply shows us Christ,
and shows us Christ's love for us. Read the lives of some of the
great men of God. What was it that stirred them? They were over
whelmed, so often, by a sense of Christ's love. Listen to Charles
Wesley again:

'0 love divine, how sweet thou art,
When shall I find my willing heart
All taken up by Thee.'

The Christian is a man who is increasingly taken up with the love
of Christ. He is overcome, and overwhelmed, by the realisation of
that the Son of God so loved him as to stoop to the depths of
Calvary. When the Spirit of God starts to work in the life, how He
stirs the heart. How He humbles. I look at my sin, and the taint
and defilement of so much of my living, and then I go afresh to
Calvary and I look, and the Spirit leads me look, at Christ; and I
see that amazing love, 'Love so amazing, so divine,' and I am
humbled afresh in the dust to realise that such love 'demands my
life, my soul, my all.'

But when He humbles, the Spirit then gives grace to fight against
sin. In the New Testament, fighting against sin is in terms of tread
ing down something that is foul and unclean, or rooting up some·
thing that pollutes the ground. It is fighting with this thing, battling
against something evil. How can we do it? Here is the answer. 'If
ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. '
Engage in this conflict in your own strength, and it is a losing battle
every time. Engage in this struggle by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and by His grace, you are enabled to say Jesus is Lord, Jesus is
King. So Paul could say elsewhere, 'Work out you own salvation
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with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure.' How does God work in you
as a Christian? Through His Spirit! The God who dwells on high
is the God who dwells also in the hearts of His people.

Ill-THE ESSENTIAL MESSAGE TO PROCLAIM
One final word. We have seen this assertion, Jesus is Lord, in

terms of the first cry of faith when a man comes to Christ; and we
have seen it as that which the Christian says each time he seeks to
live a life of holiness. It is also the essential message which the
Churc:h of God is called on to proclaim.

What is the great task of the church in the world? It is, above all
else, to preach the gospel. I know the church gets side-tracked into
doing innumerable other things; but the primary task of the church
in the world is to preach the gospel and to speak to men and women
about Christ. When we preach the gospel, what are we doing? We
are saying this: Jesus Christ is Lord.

Let us realise what is involved in that. We are going out to an
alien world. a world that has rejected God, and we are saying to
them by the authority of God most High, Jesus Christ demands
from you repentance and faith. It is a plain command. Is that not
the way Paul put it on Mars Hill? He says, 'God now commandeth
all men everywhere to repent.' Paul was not standing rather
pathetically and abjectly asking men to confer their favour on Christ.
He says, God commands this; this is His requirement; and when we
preach the gospel we are making a demand upon men. That is why
it is so difficult.

That is why, if you are a Christian, you find it so hard to speak
to others about the Lord Jesus Christ. You face apathy, of course,
and in these days men are so taken up with material considerations,
with money and the things that money can buy. that they are just
not concerned. The assertion of the believer that "Christ is Lord"
falls on deaf ears. Or if not apathetic, how scornful they can be.
Is not their attitude so often, Well, if you like to follow that line of
country that is entirely up to you; but why force me into it? Why
try to insist that I should fall into your ways? In fact they tend to
think it is completely fantastic that we should consider this so
absolutely essential.

Indeed, if we press on with this preaching of the gospel, we find
that a reaction of apathy or scorn becomes something more active.
It becomes active hostility, because deep down, man being created
in God's image, knows very well in his heart of hearts that he ought
to be living a life of obedience to God. He knows very well,
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although he tries to smother the conviction, that a life of sin is a
life that brings judgment; and like a shy person who can sometimes,
in order to overcome the shyness, be almost brusque or abrupt, so
the sinner when he is pressed, when he is pushed into a corner b-y
this convicting word of the gospel, he reacts and reacts vigorously.

We ask then, how are we going to go to such men and assert to
them that Jesus Christ is Lord? Surely, says Paul, only by the Holy
Spirit. If we go in our own strength, we go in vain. If we go in the
name of the Lord of Hosts and in the power of the Spirit of God,
then we begin to see the Spirit doing what He has already done with
us. We begin to see Him stirring men's hearts, making them aware
of their need, making them desire Christ, leading them to Himself.
No man, no man, says Paul, can say that Jesus is Lord but by the
Holy Spirit.

A WORD TO EACH

This is a word for every single one of us tonight, whatever our
particular position may be.

If there is one in this congregation who has only begun recently
to think deeply about spiritual things, well this is a word for you.
You cannot say that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit. It may be
that there has been a deep stirring. It may be that no one else knows
about it. It may be that you have been going through a time of
inner turmoil, seeking, turning this way and that. There was a time
when you thought you were a Christian, and maybe as a result of
listening to the Word of God you have come to the conclusion that
what you thought you had was just make-believe; and now you are
desperately anxious to find the way. How are you going to find it?
Here is the answer. Turn and cry to God, and pray that the Spirit
may do this thing for you that He has done for so many. Pray that
the Spirit may open your eyes to see where your need really lies.
Pray that the Spirit may really show you Christ. Pray that the
Spirit will enable you to believe in Christ. Ycs, cry to Him.

Maybe there is a Christian here tonight who has been defeated in
the conflict of the Christian life. Indeed, I am sure there is not a
single Christian here tonight who does not long for a far greater
measure of victory and holy living. At least: if there is a Christian
who is not longing for that, that person should question whether they
are Christians at all or not. If we are Christians, if we are true
believers, we are constantly desiring to know in a far greater measure
what it means to say that Jesus is Lord. How can we experience
this? By the Holy Spirit. Oh, that the Spirit might fill us, possess
us, and lead us on in our knowledge and love of Him. r
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To all of us, if we are believers, there comes this call, to go out
and to preach the gospel. How are we going to do it? Paul says
there is only one way, only one guarantee that blessing will come.
It is when we go out relying on the Holy Spirit. Is this what is wrong
with the church of God these days-with ourselves as a parish, and
with the church at large-that we have tended very much to ignore
the place and the power of the Spirit? I do not suppose the Church
of England has ever been so well organised as it is today. Commit
tees, Commissions and Boards abound on all sides. Statistics
multiply; but spiritual life in the country is at a lower ebb than it
has been for many a long year. What is the answer? Is it to accept
the inevitable, to settle down into a rather despairing condition in
wrong, and where our weakness lies? To realise that all the time
which we just try and keep things moving; or is it to realise what is
we have been relying on the arm of flesh, depending on our ideas
and schemes, when we ought, in all humility, to be seeking God's
face that He would pour His Spirit upon us? We talk about revival.
and so often it is just a word on our lips. What we need to see-and
may we be deeply convicted about this-we need to see that only
the Spirit of God can bring men to repentance and faith.

Shall we take this to heart? Are we concerned that men are lost
in sin? Are we concerned that men around are going to a lost
eternity? So often we do not seem to be concerned. If we are not,
we should be praying that God would give us that concern. But if
we are, if we want to see them brought to Christ, here is the answer.
Let us seek God, that in His mercy in these days He will pour out
His Spirit upon us; that we may see that which many of our fore
fathers saw-such a movement of the Spirit in the parishes of this
land that men and women were turned from darkness into light.
from bondage to freedom, from sin unto Christ. It is true at every
stage, from the first cry of faith to the deep, sure call of the
Christian, 'No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost.'

HERBERT M. CARSON.

Cambridge, 1961.

Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers;

Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.

-Dr. Watts, 1709.

J
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Poetry

REST

Tune: C.M.

o Lord, how beautiful is rest,
The rest which Thou dost give,

For they alone are richly blest
Who in Thy Presence live.

They cast on Thee their fret and care,
Replenished by Thy grace,

Content whilst here their cross to bear
And then to see Thy face;

For though their pilgrimage be long
With many a foe beset,

Thy grace can make the weakest strong,
Whilst all their need is met.

Thy peace does as a river flow
To soothe the weary heart,

And only those who love Thee know
The joy Thou dost impart.

o grant us evermore Thy grace,
Thy Holy Spirit give;

May we Thy mercy still embrace
Whilst on the earth we live.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.
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THE LORD OUR LORD

o Lord our Lord, how excellent is Thy Name in all the earth!
-Psalm 8: 1.

No heart can measure and no tongue express
The greatness of Jehovah. This whole earth
Is radiant with the glory of His power.
The countless myriads of terrestrial life,
From man the head unto the creeping worm,
Are all supported by His ample store.
The solid fabric of the universe
Reposes on His everlasting Arm.
The rock-built mountains are upheld by Him;

j
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He fills the flower-cups with their soft perfume.
Should we descend into the sea's low depths,
Where undisturbed the waves of ocean sleep
And sand is motionless in lasting calm,
The glory of the Lord would there be found,
Revealing excellence of perfect work
In that so silent palace of the sea.
Above the region of the stars God sets
His everlasting throne, and there He dwells
In light ineffable. This God is ours!
He is "the Lord, our Lord"; we may rejoice
That sin-purged souls have rest and peace in Him
And are the objects of His tender care.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.

THE GOD OF GRACE
Tune: Praise my soul

In the Lord Jehovah's mercy
There is joy for us today,

Joy so full and deep and lasting
As will never pass away;

May we ever
Give this joy its holy sway.

Thus rejoicing, nought shall daunt us,
Nought our trust in Jesus shake;

We are sheep of His own pasture,
For His flock He doth us take.

Crucifixion
He did suffer for our sake.

In Christ's love we rest securely,
In His faithfulness repose,

For we know the sparkling fountain
Whence the living water flows.

We will follow,
Though the powers of ill oppose.

Everlasting is the safety
Of the souls His arms embrace;

In the ancient distant ages
He appointed us our place.

We will praise Him,
We will praise the God of grace.

Rodden Rectory. Frome. T. Pittaway.
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RENUNCIAnON OF THE WORLD

Jesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow Thee;

Destitute, despised, forsaken,
Thou, from hence, my all shalt be;

Perish every fond ambition,
All I've sought, or hoped, or known;

Yet how rich is my condition!
God and heaven are still my own!

Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Saviour too;

Human hearts and looks deceive me;
Thou are not, like them, untrue;

And, while Thou shalt smile upon me,
God of wisdom, love, and might,

Foes may hate, and friends may shun me;
Show Thy face and all is bright!

Man may trouble and distress me,
'Twill but drive me to Thy breast;

Life with trials hard may press me,
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest;

O! 'tis not in grief to harm me,
While Thy love is left to me!

O! 'twere not in joy to charm me,
Were that joy unmixed with Thee!

Rev. H. F. Lyte, 1825.

CLOUDS

"If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth."
-Ecc1esiastes 11: 3.

Clouds are dark chariots of the Lord's bright grace,
For they will empty treasure on the land
And will a long-continued drought efface,
Bestowing blessing at our God's command,
Since He is rich in mercy, and His hand
With benefits is loaded for His own.
Black thunder-clouds are by His wisdom planned
To bring to harvest seed which man has sown,
Just as our gloomy doubts by faith are overthrown.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.
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THE PEACE OF GOD

Tune: Nearer Home.
Come, holy peace of God,
Within my heart to shine

And make my soul Thy dweIling-place
A consecrated shrine.
There is security
From every evil snare,

When Thou dost sentinel the mind
And stifle worldly care.

More powerful than the storm
Which wrecks where man has trod,

There is for those who trust His Name
The silent calm of God
Which nerves the mind in strife
And keeps the heart from fear,

For nought of ill can hurt the folk
Who know that God is near.

The work of righteousness
Shall evermore be peace,

And they who do the will of God
Have joys which never cease;
Their heart is jubilant,
For Christ, their Saviour, reigns,

And in the storms which threaten earth
His rule He stilI maintains.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway

THE SOURCE OF STRENGTH

o Jesus, work Thy will within my soul
And open Thou a subterranean way
Where living streams of peace may ever roll
From reservoirs of everlasting day,
Supplying joy always with me to stay;
So will the purpose of a holy life
All wavering vicissitudes allay;
My human resolution is the strife
Thy grace can render strong with steadfast blessing rife.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittawaj:



SOME EXTRACTS FROM THE SIXTy-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT
ANOTHER year of service has been completed, therefore we meet to
render an account of our stewardship, as before the Lord, and
presented to our friends.

This year commemorates the 350th anniversary of the publication
of the Authorised Version, so we, too, have made it a special year
in our history. Through the kind assistance of the Trinitarian Bible
Society we have had one thousand loose covers printed for two
commemoration editions of the Authorised Version. The B.S.U.
has thus been enabled to distribute over one thousand Bibles in the
Society's past financial year. We still have copies of these special
editions for circulation.

A new booklet entitled "THE BIBLE IN ENGLISH, ITS. STORY
RETOLD" (16 pages, 4d.) has been printed through the help of a
subscriber without incurring expense to the B.S.u. The copy of this
booklet has also been printed in The Reformation Review, The
Gospel Witness, Toronto, and Watching and Waiting, and so has
had a circulation of many thousand copies at home and abroad,
with many appreciations expressed. It is a story worth repeating,
and all Christians should know it.

We have covered a large field in the distribution of Bibles. Several
newly-opened chapels have been helped by grants of Bibles, and
various societies which we support annually have not been over
looked. We are grateful to the Trinitarian Bible Society for its
continued generous assistance, without which it would be impossible
to achieve so large a circulation. The Bibles so distributed have
been well received and expressions of appreciation given to us,
assuring us that the Word of God is being used with the Divine
Blessing.

A number of meetings have been held during the past year to
maintain B.S.U. interest. We are thankful to old and new friends
and trust we may visit them again in the ensuing year. Increased
income has given us great encouragement, and we praise God for
this sign of approval upon the work.

We have many kind friends who have assisted us in various ways.
We thank the editors of The Gospel Magazine, The English Church
man, the Reformation Review and Watching and Waiting. Thanks
are due to our reporter, our auditor, and all who have lovingly and
prayerfully remembered the work. May we all rejoice to hear that
as the precious Word of God is being received by men and women,

The Gospel Magazine

THE BIBLE SPREADING UNION

29



30 The Gospel Magazine

boys and girls, the new birth is taking place in their lives because
the Lord has been pleased to use the B.S.U. for His praise.

We have on hand a number of family and pulpit Bibles second
hand, which we would gladly place anywhere. say, in the front of
a chapel or in other suitable places.

W. H. A. TOMS.

3 Donald Way, Gloucester Avenue, Chelmsford, Essex.

---_. -----------

BIBLE EXPOSITION

THE PUBLICAN'S PRAYER

By "E.R."

"And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying God be
merciful to me a sinner" (LUKE 18 : 13).

THE words are part of a parable declared by the Lord Jesus for a
certain end: "And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted
in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others" (verse
9). The "certain" people are the Pharisees of His day and, of all the
days until the end of time.

The Pharisees were very strict in their observances of the tradi
tions of the fathers as "paying tithe of mint and anise and cummin,
and omitting the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith." Thus they were "like whited sepulchres, which indeed
appear beautiful outward. but are within full of dead men's bones,
and of all uncleanness." Then our Lord denounces such characters
in the most solemn language of all His ministry (Matthew 23).

THE IGNORANCE OF THE PHARISEE

"The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank
Thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
or even as this publican." How ignorant this person is! Ignorant
of the Holiness of that God he addressed. and ignorant of that Holy
Law of His which discerns and condemns the most secret departure
from God's holy standard of conduct. This person has no felt
knowledge of sin at all. He is pure in his own eyes, no sense of need
with such. full of all that God requires, and so there is no confession,
and no petition, in his prayer. He can even exalt himself before God
in the attitude of prayer! Hence, as is bound to be the case with
such persons, "he despised others." He is "not as other men are,"
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utterly ignorant of the fact that he is just as others before God as
the result of the Adam fall, and just as others in heart sins. They
even think they do more than God requires! "I fast twice in the
week, I give tithes of all that I possess" (verse 12). Even the Law
did not require so much as that! Even the true child of God needs
much grace to keep the spirit of the Pharisee in check, for even such
are not yet quite clear of exalting in some self-righteousness, or other
bit of religious work, or some sweet and heavenly frame of mind
granted.

"The heart uplifts with God's own gifts."

These two men, the Pharisee and the Publican, "went up to the
temple to pray" (verse 10). Surely not by some previous arrange
ment would two such opposites go together, for these two are as
contrary to the other as darkness and light. There is no fellowship
between these two kinds. The Pharisee will despise-treat as con
temptible-the Publican: and the Publican is too heavily laden with
his own felt unrighteousnesses to be a fit companion with the
Pharisee.

If we are real Publicans, we are indebted to God's sovereign
Grace, for that alone can ever bring one to sit down with the sinner
and endorse his petition.

I.-THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The work of the Holy Spirit is seen in making us to differ from
the self-righteous character. The Holy Spirit is God. Ananias lied
to the Holy Ghost, but Peter adds, "thou hast not lied unto men,
but unto God" (Acts 5 : 1-4). Nothing that men can do, by all the
means they use, will ever bring one soul to cry the prayer of the
Publican. May we honour the Holy Ghost far more than we do in
all speaking upon the word of God.
. Who but the Holy Spirit can make a person stand afar off? Here
is one who knows in his very soul that he is very far gone from God,
so far gone from all that honours God that he is sure his iniquities,
like the wind, have taken him away. His very heart cries Godward:
"I am as an unclean thing, and all my righteousnesses are as filthy
rags; and my iniquities, like the wind, have taken me away"
(Isaiah 64: 6). What, I repeat, will make any soul feel this? Will
running to endless religious services do it? Will the whole round of
religious sociality do it? (We are not condemning attendance at
spiritual services; far otherwise, for we are not to forsake the
assembling of ourselves together (Heb. 10: 25). But it is to be
feared that some can do all these outward things most regularly
who yet have never bitterly felt and confessed that holy scripture
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we have just named from Isaiah. The apostle Paul writes the most
sacred truths of any man in Ephesians I; but he adds, "But now in
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were afar off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ" (Eph. 2 : 13). It was Almighty God who had
quickened them into life (Eph. 4 : 8).

As sure as we are under Divine teaching in the soul, we also will
feel so far off from God that we wonder-yes, wonder-if even He
can bring us nigh! It is the heart sins that depress the most. Out
ward wrong acts are but the streams from the evil source within.
Where to another you may look very respectable and, indeed, very
righteous, you will lie low before God's searching gaze and cry
"Unclean"! And, if one stroke from God will not do this, He will
use more strokes until we do stand just where this man stood-'afar
off' from light, love, faith, hope, ready to sink into despair. Not
that all this may be experienced in the early days of your spiritual
life, but by degrees you will come to this, and honour the Holy
Spirit for beginning to bring you to fellowship with the man of the
text.

Who but the Holy Spirit makes such ashamed? So far off as
"would not lift up his eyes to heaven." Guilt, as felt before God,
will make us ashamed. The disgrace of it, to be such an inner sinner
before the Most Holy One. "Woe is me! for I am undone; because
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts"
(Isaiah 6 : 5). Ezra said what you will frequently have to say: "0
my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my
God: for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our
trespass is grown up unto the heavens" (Ezra 9 : 6). No one that
understands what Ezra meant can be bold and haughty before God
in prayer.

"With guilt beset, and deep in debt,
For pardon, Lord, I pray;

o let Thy love sufficient prove
To take my sins away."

Why does this man smite upon his breast? He has grief and
sorrow beyond words. The inward teaching of the Holy Law of
God can make one sorry for sins, but it is more of "the sorrow of
the world that worketh death." The Gospel, under the sacred power
of the Holy Spirit, makes one sorry after a godly manner, a sorrow
to repentance. It is a tremendous favour to "sorrow after a godly
sort" (2 Cor. 7 : 8-11). The good Spirit shows the sinner Jesus and
Him as Crucified, for He shall glorify Christ in the very heart of



such a man as our text, and then, ah! then, he shall look upon
Christ whom he has pierced, and mourn. Like Peter when Christ
looked into his very heart, he went out and wept bitterly. It is
bitterness indeed to see and feel your sins crucified Jesus, but it is a
"bitter sweet" (Zech. 12 : 10, 11). Here is gospel repentance, and
this wholesome doctrine seems very much left out in religious
speaking and writing. But God has joined repentance and forgive
ness of sins together, and he that has the repentance shall surely
enjoy the forgiveness. What God has joined together, let not man
put asunder (Acts 5 : 31). Smiting his breast-yes, that's it, and
constantly we must do it, for

"A wicked heart is no small part
Of my distress and shame;

Let sovereign grace its crimes efface,
Through Jesus' blessed Name."

Note his confession, and who but God the Spirit can make a man
heartily admit as much? "God be merciful to me a sinner." Here
is no half-hearted affair. He knows, he feels he is a sinner. Some
say he said "the sinner," as if there were not another like he in all
the world. Well, some may speak more than they feel, and far more
than they really mean on their sinnership, but not he that is under
Holy Ghost teaching. Such may not make a parade of his sins and he
is wise, but if only you could hear him in secret!

Sin is the transgression of the Law" (l John 3 : 4), and that is a
most solemn matter. For no man can break that law and not be held
guilty before the Lawgiver. If hell has been built by sin, if its fire
that is never quenched has been lighted by sin, then, how can any be
light-hearted when any moment one may die?

The greatest saints ever have been they who have confessed most
their sense of sin. "There is no soundness in my flesh because of
Thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my
sin. For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy
burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and are corrupt
because of my foolishness." Here is confession indeed, and the
Psalmist (Psalm 38) was troubled, bowed down greatly, went
mourning all the day long, for his loins were filled with a loathsome
disease: and there was no soundness in his flesh. But he adds,
"Lord, all my desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid
from Thee."

This is the safest place a child of God can be in, Iow at His feet,
confessing one's sins. The more he is here the more it displays the
power of the Holy Ghost in him. This cures him of wandering
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about wasting precious time in things that profit not. He has so
much indoors that he has neither time nor inclination to gad about.
And, again, the Blessed Spirit can alone make us like this. Far, far
better here to be "smiting the breast and 'confessing my sins" than
to live worldly minded, and hereafter know the awfulness of
"weeping and gnashing of teeth," and that for eternity!

And once more-who but the Divine Spirit could make this man
believe in God? For here he cries, "GOD be merciful to me a
sinner."

"But 0, amazed, 1 see the Hand
That stopped me in my wild career;

A miracle of grace 1 stand;
The Lord has taught my heart to fear." I

Yes, to fear His Name! To believe there is a God is no easy matter. •
"Against Thee, Thee only, have 1 sinned, and done this evil in Thy •.
sight" (Psalm 51 : 4). It is against God. not merely against my t
neighbour, that sin is aimed. God only can forgive my sins. To I'

believe in Him as One with whom is forgiveness (Psalm 130) and
experience, "To the Lord belong mercies and forgivenesses, though ,
we have rebelled against Him" (Daniel 9) is just what this sort of '
person as the publican seeks. So he is seeking in the right direction.
Exactly so, for God the Spirit is the Teacher of such.

II.-THE WORK OF GOD THE SON
The WORK OF GOD THE SON is in the text also. God be merciful

propitious-to me a sinner." He needs mercy, but mercy must
come through blood. Without shedding of blood there is no remis
sion of sins. The mercy seat was to be placed above upon the ark.
The Law of God-the testimony-was in the ark. Blood was to be
sprinkled upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat, and so
the Just and Holy God could say with honour unto Himself to the
sinner "And there 1 will meet with thee, and I will commune with
thee from above the mercy seat" (Exod. 25; Lev. 16).

The great glory of the gospel of Christ is just this-that "God
hath set forth His Son to be a propitiation through faith in His
blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God. To declare His righteous
ness: that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth
in Jesus" (Rom. 3 : 25, 26). The Advocate with the Father "is the
propitiation for our sins"; the Blessed Sacrifice for sins has eternally
covered, blotted out, all sins of His chosen people (1 John 2 : 1, 2).
This is the demonstration of the Love of God: "Herein is love, not
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that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins" (I John 4 : 10).

This great fact each Spirit-taught publican sees something of, and
this emboldens him to plead for mercy. He is sure there can be no
forgiveness of his sins if God's justice against him, as a law-breaker,
is not honoured. Indeed he would not wish that God should (even if
He could) forgive his sins and dishonour His own Law. Mercy
through the precious blood of Christ is the first favour we seek.
"Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to Thy lovingkindness:
according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my
transgressions" (Psalm 51: 1) The sinner stands upon blood,. and
God speaks to him through blood at the Mercy-seat. Here alone can
God speak a cheering word to the sorrowful sinner; here alone can
He glorify Himself and glorify the sinner. No atoning blood, no
mercy for us.

Mercy thus righteously granted us is what we need and crave all
the way through this world. Many, many times we feel the guilty
sting of conscience; backslidings stand before the soul; and as years
flow by. instead of feeling to lose sin's power, we feel it stronger; to
pray from the heart seems impossible, and nothing we can do can
give the slightest hope for our eternity; all the more do we feel the
need of mercy.

"0 Lord. I need not to repeat
What I would humbly crave,

For Thou dost know before I ask,
The thing that I would have.

"Mercy, good Lord, mercy I ask;
This is the total sum;

For mercy, Lord, is all my suit;
o let Thy mercy come."

Mercy shines to the pilgrim now; but wait until he reaches the end
of the life that now is, and, as he leaves this vain world behind with
all his own sins and sinful nature, and enters that holy happy place
which Jesus has gone to prepare for him-then he will see mercy in
its brightest light ...

"Justice has no loss sustained;
Truth remains in perfect light;
Not an attribute is stained;
All in one grand cause unite;

Saved sinners
Must and shall in God delight." (Gadsby).
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Thus, by mercy righteously given, the publican is "made nigh."
"Now in Christ Jesus ye who were sometimes far off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ." Peace is given to such by the Lord Himself,
else they would never have it. "And came and preached peace to
you which were afar off ... and have access by one Spirit unto the
Father" (Eph. 2 : 13-18).

In His sufferings there were the retributions of justice, and by
these sufferings He has stamped the enormity of our sins and
iniquities; and upon the Divine Law there is written a signature of
honour which is legible to every gracious, intelligent beholder, and is
lasting as eternity. In the Cross of Jesus every sin of the church of
the Living God has been equitably judged, condemned, and put
away in the Person of the Surety and Substitute; and the holy, just
and good Law has been magnified and honourable in the free, full
and eternal forgiveness of sins-to every person bowed down by
grace to sit in the chair of the publican and say Amen to his cry
for mercy.

"Let me come unto my Lord,
Self-condemned and abhorred;
Take the sinner's safe retreat,
Lie and blush at Jesus' feeL" (J. Berridge)

III.-THE GRACIOUS ACT OF GOD THE FATHER

The gracious act of God the Father is seen in this publican's case.
"I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than
the other (verse 14). The "other" went down as he came-ignorant
of his need of mercy, full of pride and of a religion that was useless.

To justify a sinner is God's act. "Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth" (Romans 8 : 33).
This is the very opposite to condemnation. "Who is he that con
demneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for
us" (Rom. 8 : 33-34). Let those who oppose the doctrine of the
vicarious death of Christ for sins remember that there, at the cross,
God is just. Let those who, burdened and overcome by sin, seek, if
so be God will grant them repentance unto life and peace by pardon,
come to the Cross and find that God is the Justifier of the ungodly
(Rom. 4 : 5). It would appear essential that in God accepting a
sinner there should not be so much as the very thinnest cloud of a
suspicion of His justice overshadowing the throne of His righteous
ness.

Man has ever been trying to lessen the evil of sin. So the blood
of Christ shed for sins is thought of as an abominable doctrine; but

x



The Gospel Magazine 37

God Himself declares on this very point that "He has declared His
righteousness in the remission of sins" so that "He might be Just
and the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus" (Rom. 3 : 25). They
who "go down to their house justified" thus will never cease to glory
in 2 Cor. 5 : 21-"For He hath made Him to be sin for us Who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him." Blessed transference-He took our sin-God makes us
righteous in His dear Son's righteousness. Amazing grace!

"I tell you"-His word is final on this matter. Here He first
makes the sinner righteous through His own obedience and death,
and then tells the sinner so-declares him righteous. "I tell you."
He told the man sick of the palsy: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins
are forgiven thee." He told the woman in the city "which was a
sinner" that "her sins which are many, are forgiven" (Matthew 9
and Luke 7). He takes away the filthy garments, but more-He
gives a 'change of raiment" and declares "I have caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee" (Zech. 3).

Here we are glad to stand. "Where is boasting then? It is
excluded. By what law? or works? Nay: but by the law of faith.
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law" (Rom. 3 : 27-28). True, a justified man is a
believer in Jesus-but his believing does not justify him; his justifi
cation is owing solely to the obedience and death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. It is the object of his faith that is his justification, not
the grace of faith-believing in Him. The believing is the evidence
and the fruit of his justification. This is "the law of faith as opposed
to the law of works" (Rom. 3 : 27).

And this principle of justification holds good of all that are saved.
"Is He the God of the Jews only? is He not also of the Gentiles?
Yes, of the Gentiles also. Seeing it is one God, which shall justify
the circumcision by faith (the law of faith of verse 27 as against the
law of works), and the uncircumcision through faith. Do we make
void the law through faith? God forbid; yea, we establish the law"
(Rom. 3 : 29-31). Blessed law of faith this! Blessed results thus for
a publican! "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth
not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile" (Psalm 32).

Which of the two men thus represented would you desire to be?
If grace has been granted you, the answer is-the Publican. Never
can you get low enough before your God; never confess too much
what you know and feel daily of your sin-wrecked heart and life;
never get far enough away from the element of the Pharisee still left
in you, but you add: "If only He would tell me 'I justify you'." He
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does tell you of the character justified. as in this parable. and in
other scriptures, and you hang upon such sacred writings. and
growingly convinced that there you must hang until the last breath
you draw in this world; yet if He would but kindly speak to your
heart in His word and send you home today "justified" from all
your sins-what a day it would be? What a greater sinner than ever
you would feel? What a smiting upon your breast then with godly
sorrow and a repentance never to be repented of? And what love to
Him who loved you and died for you? You would say then. "He is
still the Friend of publicans and sinners." Matthew proved it. And
so did Zacchaeus---chief among the publicans as he was-and so
have I.

One day the Lord will have a solemn word to say to the Pharisee
type, when He will declare unto all such. "Verily I say unto you,
that the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God before
you" (Matthew 21 : 31). He can save even a Pharisee-but not as
such; Paul was one such, but you know how he was stripped of all
that dead formalism which he once thought was "gain." But after
this he was counting all things loss and dung to know Jesus and not
have his "righteousness, which was of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ" (Phi!. 3), as against the law of works.
Grace will make you sit willingly with the publicans and harlots
gladly own with Paul-you are the chief-first-of sinners, and so
can throw no stones against anyone.

"When faith to Sinai looks,
It fills the heart with dread;

And justifies the dreadful stroke
That strikes the sinner dead.

"But when faith views the Lamb,
As my Atoning Priest,

It magnifies His precious Name,
And sets the heart at rest." (Gadsby)

A DOCTRINE ACCORDING TO GODLINESS

This man goes down to his house justified. But he now wants to
prove his justification before God by his works before men. He
knows that "faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone." He
wants to "show thee my faith by my works" (James 2 : 17-26). Now
by grace a "friend of God" (James 2 : 23), he seeks to prove it by
the infallible rule Jesus gives him in John 15: "Ye are my friends,
if ye do whatsoever I command you." So he is careful to maintain
good works. Sin is in him, and painfully he knows it; but he desires
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not to lie doWtlin sin. As he sees his justification before God in
Jesus, he begs he may be constrained to show forth His praise, by
lip and life. So this doctrine of justification by Jesus is a doctrine
according to godliness. It is a good tree, and it brings forth good
fruit.

And how can that person escape the penalty due to his sin if he
dies in his sins? He has no righteousness in which to appear before
God. That God does punish for sin is clear: that He will not acquit
the wicked is equally clear. The Lord open the eyes and hearts of
any who are satisfied in their sins! Solemn case that! With all
saved publicans and harlots Justice hides not nor blushes when
Mercy forgives for Christ's sake. "Mercy with unconcealed pub·
licity from the throne of righteousness gives remissoin of sins to
penitent souls. Jesus, conscious He has paid their debt, is not
ashamed to receive the worshipful ascriptions ofHis ransomed ones,
while the forgiven sinner, assured of the expiation of his crimes by
the sufferings and sacrificial death of His great Substitute, exults
from a moral satisfaction in the JUSTNESS of his pardon." So said
one long since gone to rest, and the testimony is true ...

"Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine,
My life and death attend;

Thy presence through my journey shine,
And crown my journey's end." (Anne Steele)

E.R.

Alas! by nature how depraved,
How prone to every ill!

Our lives to Satan how enslaved,
How obstinate our will!

And can such sinners be restored?
Such rebels reconciled?

Can grace itself the means afford
To make a foe a child?

Yes, grace has found the wondrous means
Which shall effectual prove!

To cleanse us from our countless sins,
An teach our hearts to love.

Jesus for sinners undertakes,
And died that we may live;

His blood a full atonement makes,
And cries aloud, "Forgive." John Newton.
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PROTES1-<ANT BEACON

BRIDGES LEADING TO ROME

WE read in a recent issue of The English Churchman that: "In the
course of the LT.V. series, 'the three Archbishops,' Dr. Fisher, Dr.
Ramsay, and Dr. Coggan spoke in favour of closer friendship be
tween the Church of England and the Church of Rome. Dr. Coggan
said that the visit to Rome by Dr. Fisher had thrown across a bridge.
He said that progress would be made by similar visits. He spoke
particularly of 'relationships within a parish, where your Roman
Catholic Christians get to know your non-Roman Catholic
Christians at that level.' "

The writer aptly quoted part of Canon 66 (1603), which we think
is well worth quoting in full:

66. MINISTERS TO CONFER WITH RECUSANTS.
Every Minister being a Preacher, and having any Popish

Recusant or Recusants in his parish, and thought fit by the
Bishop of the diocese, shall labour diligently with them from
time to time, thereby to reclaim them from their errors. And
if he be no Preacher, or not such a Preacher, then he shall
procure, if he can possibly, some that are Preachers so qualified,
to take pains with them for that purpose. If he can procure
none, then he shall inform the Bishop of the diocese thereof,
who 'shall not only appoint some neighbour Preacher or
Preachers adjoining to take that labour upon them, but himself
also, as his important affairs will permit him, shall use his best
endeavour by instruction, persuasion, and all good means he
can devise, to reclaim both them and all other within his diocese
so affected.

The God-given discernment granted unto our leaders of Reform
ation times has been transformed in our day to a judicial blindness
in twentieth century leaders. This is further accentuated when we
consider that Papal Rome has, since the times of the blessed Re
formation, increased her unscriptural tenets. The last hundred
years have witnessed the "ex cathedra" promulgations of PAPAL
INFALLIBILITY, the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY, and the
ASSUMPTION OF MARY. Such fabulous theories were, of course,
taught and believed within the pale of Papalism long before being
officially proclaimed.

In our view, "that level of relationship" referred to above is the
level of the carnal mind, which rises no higher than the puddles of
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the traditions of men; and a level far below, and indeed, utterly
divorced from a spiritual understanding of the scriptures of truth.

L--BRIDGES NOT MENTIONED IN SCRIPTURE

Bridges, as generally understood, are structures of human design
and erection and, as such, prove a lawful and useful means of
communication. Holy Scripture contains much in reference to the
pilgrimages, vicissitudes, and trials of God's chosen people upon
earth, but we find no mention of bridges in the sacred records.
The Lord God of Israel, Jehovah-Jesus, is the preserver and leader
of His people. Where the redeemed of the Lord are found, there
God is present also, and He effectually opens out their way, through
seemingly impassable obstructions.

The children of Israel needed no human bridge or other human
device for crossing the Red Sea, or the river Jordan, or for their
entrance into the promised land. "And Moses said unto the people,
Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which
he will show to you today; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen
today ye shall see them again no more for ever. The Lord shall
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (Exodus 14: 13-14).
"For the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan before you,
until ye were passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red
Sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone for ever"
(Joshua 4: 22).

n.-BRIDGE OF TRADITION

Religious professors find much common ground in tradition.
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
ness-that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17. Such is God's description
of His own word, as contained in the book of books, and possessed
by the church of the Old and New Testament dispensations. It is
the handwriting of God-the treasury of divine knowledge-the
charter of our privileges-the lamp for the Christian pilgrim, and the
sword of the Spirit for the servant of Jesus Christ.

But, in a world which "lieth in the evil one," that great adversary
of God and man, who taught our first parents to doubt the Word
of the Living God, and thereby effected that grievous fall, must
needs bear malicious opposition to that gospel message which comes
forth as the remedy to sin's pollution-to rescue fallen sinners from
Satan's bonds. Hence, in all ages, the great enemy of souls has set
up some false system of religion, to draw away the minds of men
from the truth of God. He has either encouraged the corrupt and
debasing principles of idolatry, or he has aimed at nullifying the
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perfection of scripture, by mingling with its contents the errors and
traditions of men.

We are opposed to an oral tradition of doctrines, because God has
nowhere sanctioned it. The bible opens with the account of God's
creation, and with a record of the pristine glory, and subsequent
fall of man. It expounds to us God's dealings with our fallen race,
and the manner in which it pleased Him to make one nation the
depository of His truth. It could be said that all the nations of the
earth had the aid of Tradition, such as it was, and yet, behold, they
corrupted themselves, and were utterly estranged from God. "The
earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. And God looked upon the earth, and. behold, it was
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth" (Gen.
6: 11-12). The Lord, however, left not himself without witnesses.
Noah found grace in his sight: he walked with God in the midst of
abounding iniquity, and he was sent forth by God as a preacher of
righteousness (2 Peter 2: 5). Did Noah learn his religion from
Tradition? Assuredly not, but from clear and direct revelation;
for, in all cases, it is recorded, "God said unto Noah," and in no one
instance is it mentioned that this holy servant of God built the ark,
or took one step, from any traditionary instructions of his ancestors.

From Noah to Abraham was another period of grievous sin and
error; here was ample scope for the influence of Tradition, if such
it possessed; but every generation became more ignorant and cor
rupt, until God raised up righteous Abraham, and promised to him
that he should be at once the progenitor of the Messiah and the
father of the faithful. Did Abraham obtain his light from the oral
Traditions of his forefathers? Again, assuredly not; but first and
last, from the successive revelations of the Loving God. And in the
case of all the patriarchs, the same assertion holds good. There was
a needs-be for a constant revelation from heaven-God never left
his people to changing Traditions.

Then Moses was sent to be their lawgiver. The whole law, moral
and ceremonial, was committed to writing. The two tables of per
manent duties were written with the finger of God. It was this
fact which gave the children of Israel the advantage over other
nations. The latter had Tradition. and remained in idolatry. The
Israelites had the Scripture, and they alone retained amongst them
the knowledge of the Most High God. "What advantage then hath
the Jew? Much every way; chiefly, because that unto them were
committed the oracles of God" (Rom. 3: 1-2).

IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES

This favoured notion, however, was not satisfied with the pure
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word of life. They sought out many inventions, and tried to cover
over their sins and errors by adding to pure Word of God. Hence,
in our Saviour's time, we find them clinging to the Traditions of
their fathers, and rejecting the commandments of God; which
accounts for our Lord's solemn rebuke: "But in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of man"
(Matt. 15: 9). "Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that
ye may keep your own Tradition; making the word of God of none
effect through your Tradition, which ye have delivered" (Mark
7: 13).

Contrast this with the Saviour's constant appeal to the divine
scriptures! On all occasions, he directs the people to these treas
ures of wisdom and knowledge. When he was asked the question,
"Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" he replied, "What
is written in the law? How readest thou?" (Luke 10: 25-26). When
the infidel Sadducees cavilled about the resurrection, he said, "Ye
do err, not knowing the scriptures nor the power of God. But, as
touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read," etc. (Matt.
22: 29). And when assailed by the prince of darkness in the wilder
ness, he used no weapon but the sword of the Spirit. He overcame
Satan not by the Traditions of the elders, but by that irresistible
appeal, "It is written-it is written" (Matt. 4: 4, 7, 10).

The Roman church (and there was a true church at Rome in
early days) was one of the first to forsake the scriptural rule of
faith, and to adopt the supposed Traditions of past ages. And no
marvel: she was aiming at supremacy-to lord it over all churches
(precisely contrary to the exhortation of Peter, 1 Peter 5: 3)-a
position she never could have maintained by using only the word of
God. Forged decretals and Canons must be introduced to prop up
her claims. Senseless miracles are now adduced: dead men's bones
and stupid relics are thought more of than the bible itself. Monkery
and monasteries multiply in every place, unmeaning ceremonies are
admitted; the doctrines of the gospel are darkened; the sacraments
increased, and the two original ones grievously disfigured.

Consider how the sweet singer of Israel celebrates the praises of
God's law: "Thy testimonies are wonderful; therefore doth my soul
keep them." Is the child of God a stranger upon earth, needing
guidance in this dreary wilderness; then he applies to the word, and
says, "Thy testimonies also are my delight, and my counsellors"?
Is he a pilgrim to a better land, with a dark road before him,
wherein are many pitfalls-then he lays hold upon the promises of
God, and exclaims, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path"? Think you that the saints of old would have given
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up the clear and burning light of the written word for the puddles of
Tradition? Or, dissatisfied with this lamp, did they ever seek to
improve it by the addition of oral communications? Had they done
so, they would have met with the rebuke of the wise man: "Add
thou not unto his word, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a
liar" (Prov. 30: 6).

Of all who connive with Papistry in any way whatscever, we say
they have forsaken "the fountain of living waters, and hewed them
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water" (Jer 2: 13).

m.-THE BRIDGE OF RITUALISM

HA bridge" was thrown across to papal Rome long before Dr.
Fisher appeared on the ecclesiastical scene. Ritualism is one of the
bridges leading to Rome. The Tractarian or Oxford Movement of
1833, and development since that date, demonstrate how ritualism
leads to Rome. A publication known as "The Whitehall Review,"
dated 1878, and referred to in Church Association Tract, No. 206
(the Church Association was founded as a Protestant Society to
stem the tide of ritualism, consequent upon the advent of the
Oxford Movement) prints a lengthy list of perverts to Rome-and
this list merely includes those names notable in society at that
period.

Thanks to the ritualistic movement, the Jesuit magazine, "The
Month," for May, 1892, could say:

"To the upper classes we have the easiest access, and there,
more than elsewhere, our work is done for us by those who
know not what they are doing. . . Ritualists have accustomed
the country to the look of our priests and of our nuns, of our
altars and our vestments and our ceremonies, and they preach
our doctrines. Their disregard of authority has enabled them
to do what the old Tractarians would have been driven out of
the Church of England for doing. But the result is that the
vast mass of Anglicans entertain very different feelings respect
ing our faith and practice from any that a short time ago could
possibly have been anticipated. Let them go a little further,
and they will convince the religious portion of the community
that the Reformation was a blunder and a sin."

Ritualism has its source in the unregenerate heart. It has well
answered the Devil's purpose, to mingle together, as far as he
could, truth and error. Ritualism and Popery are perhaps his
masterpieces in this way. Without grace. all the talents of man.
however vast, and their natural excellencies however surpassing,
only make them the more easy victims of his fearful delusions. and
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the fitter tools for working upon others to draw them into the same
fatal net of destruction, in which they themselves have become en
tangled. A perusal of the names in "The Whitehall Review," afore
mentioned, illustrates this.

IV.-THE BRIDGE OF SCRIPTURE

Holy Scripture alone is that bridge which spans the gulf twixt a
holy God and fallen, needy sinners. Scripture leads to Christ, points
to Christ, and to the blood of sprinkling for sinners shed. Scripture
warns of Rome Papal, the mystical Babylon, and exhorts the elect
of God to turn their backs upon such a system: "Come out of her,
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues" (Rev. 18: 4).

"There is a true Christ, far above Antichrist," writes E.
Bickersteth; "there is a real Head and High Priest, instead of a
fictitious Vicar of Christ; there is one holy Apostolic Catholic
Church, instead of a Roman Apostasy. There is the truth
itself, instead of 'lies spoken in hypocrisy.' There is free, per
fect, and everlasting absolution in the blood of Jesus: by his
stupendous and all-atoning sacrifice offered once for all. There
is present and immediate justification by grace, giving perfect
peace with God, through faith; there is reception at once, and
adoption into his family, through the wonderful love of our
God, made known in his gospel. . . .

"To preserve to our country the inestimable blessings which
God has given us in our Protestant Constitution, and to avert
from us those judgments so distinctly threatened in God's word
upon all adhering to Popery, and to proclaim far and wide, for
the benefit of our fellow-men, those great truths with the
cordial reception of which their present, their national, their
social, and their everlasting happiness is so closely connected
these are unspeakably important objects. We are sure that we
shall be blessed as a nation, as we adhere to God's truth, and
walk according to its holy light and enlarged love. In nothing
are you more patriotic as well as more truly Christian, than in
scriptural efforts to promote these ends. Protestant churches,
like Sardis, have too much fallen into only a name to live while
they are really dead; we would follow the Lord's direction, and
'strengthen the things which remain, and are ready to die.' "
("The Divine Warning," from the chapter on "The Solemn
Charge to Come Out of Babylon"). F.C.
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CURRENT TOPICS

UNIVERSAL WEEK OF PRAYER
The UNIVERSAL WEEK OF PRAYER, sponsored for many years by

the Evangelical Alliance (30 Bedford Place, London, W.C.l), was
held in 1962 on January 7th-14th.

Much emphasis has recently been put upon what is described as
the "Week of Prayer for Christian Unity," January 18th-25th. This
was begun by a Roman Catholic, Abbe Couturier (1881-1953) at
Lyons, the second city of France, the seat of a Roman Catholic
University. It has been taken up by many Anglo-Catholics and
(unwittingly) by others.

JANUARY 18TH in the Roman Calendar is the Festival of "The
Chair of St. Peter, Apostle at Rome." This was a festival in honour
of the supposedly-identical chair in which Peter used to sit. The
chair was exhibited and used by several popes as genuine and on
January 18th was exposed annually for adoration. But two hundred
years ago-in 1662-when it was being cleaned, it was discovered
that it was of pagan origin; yet the festival is still continued in the
Roman Breviary.

A LAVENDER BAG IN HOSPITAL
We were very interested to be shown the following in a well

known woman's magazine:
"When a member of our staff was in hospital recently she

was touched and delighted at being given a lavender bag with
a text attached to it.

"Everyone in her ward received one-a gift from the Bible
Flower Mission, which was founded almost ninety years ago
for the purpose of visiting patients in London hospitals.

"'One woman insisted on keeping her lavender bag under her
pillow all the time,' she told us. 'She had had a serious opera
tion, and the text was particularly appropriate: "Be not afraid;
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest.'" The text comes from the Book of
Joshua, chapter 1, verse 9." (Woman's Realm").

The Royal Hospitals' Text Mission (Bristol) is an off-shoot of the
Bible Flower Mission (London).
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GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
A new edition of the Gospel according to John has just been

issued by the Trinitarian Bible Society. It is the text of the
Authorised Version arranged in paragraphs. At the end is a brief
index to the principal subjects.

It is certainly an improved presentation, and the price of the
first hundred thousand is 4d. a copy. It is very suitable for wide
spread distribution, and the Society (7 Bury Place, London, W.C.!)
is prepared in cases of genuine need to consider making a further
contribution towards the cost.

"PETER THE ROCK"?
While we are referring to the work of the Trinitarian Bible Society

we would add a reference to its criticism (three pages) of the New
English Bible on Matthew 16: 18.

It commences:
It is our present purpose to draw attention to the mis

translation of Matthew 16: 18 in the New English Bible-New
Testament, "You are Peter the Rock, and on this rock I will
build my church." This is an entirely unwarranted distortion of
the text, and is a gratuitous concession to the Church of Rome.
We are aware that the promoters of this version have endeav
oured to disinfect the translators from the imputation of any
such intention, but the fact remains that the verse now asserts
that the Church was built upon "Peter the Rock," whereas the
Scriptures declare that the Church was built upon "Christ, the
Son of the living God" and that "no other foundation can any
man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."

After illustrating the misuse of the text by the Church of Rome,
it concludes:

In Matthew 16: 16 and John 1: 42 the N.E.B. completely
changes the significance of the word by inserting the definite
article and capital letter.

While it is self-evident that the feminine noun "petra" would
be given the masculine form "petros" when used as a man's
name, there is nothing in the context to warrant the insertion
of "The" in the interpretation of the name. Petra means "a
rock" or "rock," and Petros means "a stone" or "stone" Peter
affirmed that Jesus was the Christ the Son of God, and thus
paid tribute to Him as the Rock of our Salvation and founda
tion stone of the Church. Our Lord did not then invest Peter
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with a title which would deny this truth, but intimated that by
his name, meaning a rock (or stone), Peter would ever after
wards be remembered for this clear testimony of Christ, The
Rock, the Church's One Foundation.

Not only is the N.E.B. rendering contrary to the words of
our Lord; it is also contrary to the historical facts revealed in
the Scriptures. The Church was not in any sense built upon
Peter. He was not the first disciple, he did not exercise over
sight over the first Christian congregation, nor did he preside
over the first council of the Church. No one would deny that he
was one of many "living stones" in the spiritual temple of the
Lord, but there is no evidence that Peter was the foundation
upon which the Church was built.

While distinguished Greek scholars may be assumed to be
well acquainted with the elements of Greek grammar, vocabu
lary and usage, the mistranslation of this text is not merely a
matter of linguistic scholarship, but of an ecclesiastical outlook
which has imposed upon the New Testament a conception of
the Church entirely inconsistent with the meaning and use of the
relevant words used by the inspired writers of the various books.

Quarterly Record, Jan.-March, 1962.

PURITAN PAPERBACKS

We have received more "Paperbacks" from THE BANNER OF
TRUTH TRUST (78B Chiltern Street, London, W.l).

WILLIAM BRIDGE, A Lifting up for the Downcast.-Thirteen
Sermons on Psalm 42: 11 ("Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul
.. "). It covers Great Sins, Weak Grace, Miscarriage of Duties,
Lack of Assurance, Temptation, Affliction, Unserviceableness, etc.
The sermons were preached at Stepney, London, in 1648, by one
who is described as "a true physician of souls." 287 pages; 5/-.

SERMONS OF ROBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE: 188 pages, 3/-. This
selection from McCheyne's sermons was published in December,
1961. It contains 26 sermons, taken mostly from the two further
volumes (Additional Remains of R. M. McChene, 1846, and A
Basket of Fragments, 1848). They were not prepared for publication
by the author, being either from his MS. notes or from notes made
by his hearers.

Our readers will know of the reprint in 1960 of Andrew Bonar's
Life of McCheyne (192 pages; 2/6).
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