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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation. that we mav be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 ConrnrHrANs i. 4.

GOD HOLDS THE KEY OF ALL UNKNOWN
"My times are in Thy hand."-Psalm 35: 15.

In Psalm 31 David expressed his ionfident trust in God. He began
with the words, "InThee, O Inrd, do I put my trust," and the same
opening is repeated in Psalm 71. The same words are also used at
the end of the Te Deum to express a personal confidence-"O Lord,
in Thee have I trusted: let me never be confounded."

In several of the Psalms we find a progression from distress to
prayer and in the end from prayer to praise. It is so in this Psalm.
David first approaches God with a feeling of trust and prayer-how
merciful and gracious God had been to him in his life! God had
been to him a refuge, a strong rock, a house of defence, a fortress,
his strength. He prayed for deliverance, for a gracious hearing.
"Into Thy hand I commit my spirit; Thou hast redeemed me, O
Lord God of truth" (verse 5). God had been a gracious and faithful
God to him, and he confidently committed his life into His hand.

The Psalmist was in great trouble (verses 9 to 13). His eye was
consumed with grief, his life with sighin-e. He was scorned by his
neighbours; no one would countenance him. He felt like a dead man
or as one almost finished; he was useless as a broken piece of
crockery. People plotted to take away his life. We do not know
what the trouble was or what was the occasion. It is "only matter
of conjecture," said Matthew Poole in his Commentary on the Holy

' . , 1
'*:,,

l
i

2
' f r r -



The Gospel Magazine

Bible (1685, reprinted 1962), and that wise commentator therefore
omitted spending time on mere conjecture.

But David's confident trust in God is the hall-mark of this Psa
Hence, after giving expression to his troubles, he said (verses 14
and l5):

"But I trusted in Thee. O Lord:
I said, Thou art my God.
My times are in Thy hand:
Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies. . . . ."

All the events of his life, all the griefs and troubles, all the times of i
crisis, were in God's hand and under His control, in His care. .4t

David, therefore, concluded with a burst of heartfelt praise and ,\
with thanksgiving (verses 19-20): -i

"O how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for ?
them that fear Thee: which Thou hast wrought for them that $
trust in Thee before the sons of men! Thou shalt hide them in ",
the secret of Thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt
keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues."

He added his own personal thanksgiving (verses 21,22): *
"Blessed be the Lord: for He hath shewed me His marvellous 1

kindness in a strong city. For I said in my haste (alarm), I am ,+
cut off from before Thine eyes: nevertheless Thou heardest the
voice of my supplications when I cried unto Thee." i

He consequently gave a lesson for all God's people (verses 23-
24\:

"O love the Lord, all ye His saints:
For the Lord preserveth the faithful,
And plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.
Be of good courage,
And He shall strengthen your heart,
All ye that hope in the Lord."

With this before us our mind turned to a well-known hymn:

God holds the key of all unknown,
And I am glad;

If other hands should hold the key,
Or, if He trusted it to me,

I might be sad.

What if tomorrow's cares were here
Without its rest?

I'd rather He unlocked the day,
And, as the hours swing open, say:

"My will is best."
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The very dimness of my sight
Makes me secure;

For, groping in my misty way,
I feel His hand: I hear Him say,"My help is sure."

I cannot read His future plans,
But this I know:

I have the smiling of His face,
And all the refuge of His grace,

While here below.

Enough! This covers all my wants,
And so f rest:

For what I cannot, He can see,
And in His care I saved shall be,

For ever blest.

i Rev. I. Parker.

With the New Year before us, it is well that we keep our eyes
fixed upon our gracious God. If He has called us by His grace,
He, having begun the good work in us, will perform it until the
day of Jesus Ctrrist @hilippians l: 6). If we are Christ's sheep, He
knows us, and we hear His voice and follow Him, and He gives us
eternal life, and we shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
us out of His hand. He has said, "My Father which gave them
me. is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand. I and my Father are one" (John 10: 27-30). If we
are sealed by the Spirit, it is "unto the day of redemption"
(Ephesian 4:30).

"If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to
the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" (Romans
8: 30-35).

As we look into the New Year let us say "My times are in Thy
hand."
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"My times are in Thy hand,"
Their best and fittest place;

I would not have them at command :

Without Thy guiding grace.

"My times," and yet not mine,
I cannot them ordain:

Not one e'er waits from me'a sign,
Nor can I one detain

"My times," O Lord, are Thine,
And Thine their oversight:

Thy wisdom, love, and power combine
To make them dark or bright.

I know not what shall be,
When passing times are fled:

But all events I leave with Thee,
And cahnly bow my head.

Hence, Lord, in Thee I rest,
And wait Thy holy will;

I lean upon my Saviour's breast,
Or gladly go on still.

And when my "times" shall cease,
And life shall fade away,

Then bid me, Lord, depart in Peace,
To realms of endless day!

lY illiam H enry H av ergal, 1860.

*
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\TAYSIDE NOTES

..WHO HATH DESPISED THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS?''
(Zechariah 4: lA\

By the late Rev. Jenss A. Tenecn (Stornoway)

Tue seventy years'captivity in Babylon had ended. Under the edict
of Cyrus the Jews had returned to Jerusalem, a free people. On the
long journey back to the land of their fathers, whatever high hopes
had filled their hearts were destined to bitter disappointment and
disillusion. What they saw on arrival was a city whose walls were
heaps of rubble; and a temple, the beautiful temple in which their
fathers had worshipped, in ruins.

For a few years after returning, the work of renovation had pro-
gressed slowly, but what had been accomplished appeared only to
accentuate the vast amount which still remained undone. Moreover,
during those years, enemies numerous, powerful and subtle, had
arisen, whose intrigues had ben all too successful in delaying the
work. The very names, Sanballat and Tobiah, have assumed a
sinister significance in religious history, proverbial of all that is
malevolent and hypocritical. These men have died, but far too
many of their kind are still to be met with. The sword of defence
was as necessary to each day's work as the trowel of construction.

With all but insuperable difficulties to overcome, faced with con-
stant danger and weary to the point of exhaustion, it was no wonder
that the builders grew discouraged and only too ready to listen to
the many unbelieving voices whispering both within and without.
"What is the use?" "The task is utterly beyond us and quite
hopeless." "Let us sit back and take our ease." A day of small
things indeed, and desPised.

All this Zechariah saw and heard, and the holy man was moved
profoundly. But this was not all that he saw: man of faith that
he was, he saw also the things of God and assessed their value:
"Then he (the angel) answered and spoke unto me saying, 'This is
the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel sayin-u, Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Who are thou'
O freat mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain;
and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying,
Grace, grace unto it.' " @ech' 4:6, 7). On these words he takes
his stand, and confident of the ultimate suc€ss of the great work
to which, in the Providence of the Lord, they were dedicated, he
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reassures the true and loyal remanant whose hearts were downcast,
and at the same time utterly condemns the evil work of both ;;;;
enemies and false friends. "rrho hath despisecr the day "t i,iiu
things?" The words are a challenge; a chalienge of faith uoO trurt
and hope and love and devotion; uihallenge, moreover, which from
the. w.1l]s. of .Zion rings.in_our ears toda/as surely and as ;;;iy
as it did in the days of the proph et Zechiriah 

J

IT IS A DAY OF SMALL THINGS WITH THE CHURCH TODAY
There is no subject upon which men differ so widely in their

opinions as on the subject of rerigion. Evidences which to one indi-
cate-great prosperity, are to another a cause of censure and grief.
To d-etermine the question there must be some common and rJcog_
nised standard of religious values. That standard we have in tfe
wold of Ggdr By this standard one is forced, however t"tu"iunity,
to the conclusion that the present day is indeed a day of small things.
The Holy spirit, who is at once both the source ancl the substaice
of true godliness, is greatly restrqined. His presence, grace and
power arg, t9 1 large extent, denied to us as a generation; and is it
any wonder? We have^grieved the Holy Spirit and He is departed
from us. where the Spirit is, the woro br God will receive its
rightful and honoured place as the divinely inspired, infallible word
of Eternal rruth; the discipline within the church will be according
to the government and laws of the word; the gospel preached wili
be consistent with the doctrines of scripture; if wiit be accom-
panied with convincing and convicting po*er in the hearts of the
hearers; sinners in considerable numbeis will be born asain and
made new creatures in christ Jesus, and they will give unmlstakable
evidence of repentance, faith and new obedienceln their lives and
conduct; the whole character of godliness in the church itself will
be quickened, purified and deepened. But these signs we do not
see, greatly though we desire to see them; instead, other sisns of an
unmistakably opposite character, and of ominous portent aie forced
upon our notice.

__To the small things of the Kingdom of God, the big things of the
Kingdom of Darkness stand out in startling and vivid iorirart.
witness the godless craze for all kinds of sport, the vast and varied
traffic in gambling, the widespread desecration of the Lord's Dav.
the shameless immorality, and the all but complete neglect of the
House of God which characterise the life of the British nition today.
The numbers of sincere men and women devoted to the Redeemer's
person and cause are,by comparison, lamentably few, and these few
scattered in small groups here and there throughout the country."Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the shakine of an olive
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tree, two or three berries on the top of the uttermost bough, four or
five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof" (Isaiah 17: 6).

THERE ARE THOSE WHO DESPISE THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS

l. Ihe things of God are deemed contemptible by the many,
just because they are so small and unpopular. This attitude of mind
and the conduct which accompanies it, we are to expect from the
godless world, and we need not be surprised at it. "If the world
hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you." These are,
of course, the open enemies of all true godliness, and we may expect
them to oppose the restraints which godliness imposes on all the
sinful activities of the world, the flesh and the devil. These sensual
and materialistic forces are greatly in evidence today and appear,
for the time being, to be in the ascendancy. Their contemptuous
and scornful enmity constitute a threat not only to the progress of
true godliness but even to its very existence in some places.

2. There have always been some even in the Church itself who
have mqde things difficuft. Being covered by some kind of attach-
ment to the Church, their true character may not easily be dis'
cerned. Situations have arisen which gave opportunity to pride,
stubbornness and self-seeking to make trouble, and in the day of
small things these difliculties are increased and intensified, because
at such time every man occupying a place on the walls of Jerusalem
counts, and when one fails, the disastrous effects may be very great.
The Church in Isaiah's day speaks of these in this way, "Hear, O
heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath spoken' I have
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled
against me." Was ever the cry of a loving and devoted mother
over her unnatural children more pathetic! There is doubtless a
good day coming, a day of great things for which we cannot pray
too earnestly, when "the watchmen in Zion shall lift up the voice:
with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to
eye, when the Lord shall bring againZion." But evidently that day
is not yet, for this is a day of small things and there are some who,
from motives far other than the glory of God, have been all too
successful in making the small things smaller still. They shall doubt-
less bear their own burden, and it will not be a small one'

3. In the day of small things there is always a subtle temptation
to resort to the use of unscriptural methods for the advancement of
the cause of Christ. Many otherwise admirable people, under the
impulse of an unwise zeal grow impatient at the restraints imposed
by the "small things." They crave for something big and sensational
and advocate the use of more "prontising" methods: make the
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gospel easier, with less emphasis on sin, wrath, hell and resenera.
tion: more emphasis on human will and ability: introducE more
modern methods to attract the multitudes, choiis and solo sincins
by experts, attractive hymns and music: clear the way for uiiori
on a big scale-and much more to the same effect. Such methods
cannot be too strongly condemned, and any temptation to adopt
them too vigorously resisted.

4. In such a day it is, moreover, not be wonrJerecl at if some
at_ryong the truly godly are themselves afJectetl by the low itate oy
t!fuFt, and they become downcast and discouraged. Satan, no
doubt, has a large hand in this, and as long as these good people
give place to the devil in this way they become a burclen rathe] than
1 !9tp. We have, as we ought, every sympathy with those who"sigh and cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst of
Jerusalem," and we would desire to be of them, but such a spirit is
quite different from that which despises the day of small things.

IT IS QUITE WRONG TO DESPISE THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS
The great Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, never

despised the day of small things, nor does He ever, so. His treat-
ment of the smallest of these things is far otherwise. He will not
break the bruised reed or quench the smoking flax. In early Spring
the green blade pushing its way through the hard, cold ground, ii
very small, tender and readily crushed, but Christ does not despise
it, nor does He wish it to be despised: "First the blade, then the
ear, then the full corn in the ear." By means of this figure He
fittingly describes His tender and loving sympathy with, and-jnterest
in, the earliest beginnings of grace in the soul of a sinner, and shows
to us how clearly He recognises the connection between the great
and the glorious things of eternity and the earliest beginnings of
grace in time, and how inseparable the whole weight of everlasting
glory may be from something which in its early beginnings is as
weak and fragile as a blade of grass. These small and weak things
have in them the promise and potentiality of things great and
marvellous.

Not only for the individual soul does this hold true, but for the
whole Kingdom of God on earth also. There are nany precious
portions of Scripture which contain this principle-that a very glor-
ious and prosperous future may have a very small and unpreten-
tious beginning, and therefore the beginning, however small, is not
to be despised. "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel;
I will help thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel." "There shall be an handful of corn in the earth on the top
of the mountains: the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and
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they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth." ,,Because the
foolishness of God is wiser than men: and the weakness of God
is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how that
not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble
are called: But God hath chosen the foolish thines of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the wlak thines of the
world to confound the things which are mighty: and base-things of
the world, and things which are despised hath God chosen, yea,
and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that
no flesh should glory in His presence."

The Lord has greatly privileged us as a Church with His Word
and that form of Worship and of government which are according
to His Word. Thereby we become the honoured custodians-not,
indeed, the sole custodians, nevertheless as far as our borders go
and our influence extends, the honoured custodians-of priceless
treasure. The vessel containing it is earthen; the treasure itself is
priceless. This handful of corn to be cast upon the earth on the
top of the mountains, this gospel of the mercy of God conserved
and preached in face of difficulties and in circumstances most un-
promising, this day of small things is by no means to be despised.

The eternal purpose of God's mercy and love, the Word itself
with all its great and precious promises, Christ and the Gospel of a
Crucified Redeemer, the presence, power and grace of the Holy
Spirit in so far as He abides on earth, the only hope of a lost world,
the life and future prosperity of the Church of God on earth, and the
eternal salvation of a countless number of precious souls are all
bound up in these small things. Let us seek to see in them what
Zechafiah saw in them. Let us identify ourselves with them as he
identified himself with them. Let us devote ourselves to them as he
devoted himself to them. Let us thank God for them and take
courage. THp r,ern Rnv. Jenrcs A. Tar,r,lcn.
"Sermons and Meditations," 1962 (see under Current Topics).
Meditation III (italics are ours).
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE DOCTOR'S BILL
When the postman arrived at the curate's house on New Year's

Day, the Brookes were in the middle of breakfast. It was a special
occasion, for Helen was recovering from a long illness, and Christo-
pher was congratulating her on appearing at breakfast for the first
time. "You do look nice, darlin-e," said the curate; "are you sure
it won't be too much for you?" Helen Iaughed at him, and began
opening her letters. Drawing out a card from the first, she said,
"This is from Aunt Mary; isn't it a beautiful New Year's card?
Look, Chris, she has chosen the words on purpose for us! ')

Helen caught her breath in a little sigh, which her husband under-
stood only too well. "I will trust, and not be afraid," said the card.
But they were afraid, both of them, for the illness had involved
so many expenses that they had got behind in their ordinary pay-
ments, and the coming of the New Year found the Brookes in debt
for the first time in their lives.

"Never mind, darling," said Christopher, "perhaps that verse is
really a message for us; let's take it as our New Year's motto-
'I will trust and not be afraid' ." "If only we weren't in debt," said
Helen; "I do try to trust, but my being ill so long was so unexpected
-we couldn't budget for that, but it seems dreadful to begin the
New Year like this." "But anyhow, Helen, how thankful we are
that you are getting better; the Lord has been very good to us in
sparing your life, hasn't He?"

"Oh, I know," said Helen, "and I'm ashamed of myself to say
such things. I was only wishing that at least the doctor's bill was
paid! " "I'm sure Dr. Haynes won't ask us for the money until
we can pay it; he knows all about us, and nobody coulcl be kinder
or rnore considerate." said the curate. "Well, whatever comes,"
said Helen cheerfully, "here is our motto for the year," and she
got up to put the pretty card in the middle of the mantlepiece, where
the precious words stood out: "I will trust and not be afraid."

Husband and wife smiled at each other, as Christopher opened
his last letter. "I don't know this writing," he said, and Helen came
to look over his shoulder, suggesting that perhaps someone had sent
them a five pound note! But it was a bill; at the top the doctor's
name and address, and then, "To professional attendance and
medicine-Ten guineas."
' For a moment neither spoke. Then Helen said calmly, "You

don't think the charge too high?" No indeed, said Chistopher,
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"I'm sure its much less than it ought to be. But to come like this,
on New Year's Day! We shall just have to ask Dr. Haynes to wait
for his money, and I hate the thought of doing that."

"Christopher, do you think perhaps God has allowed this bill to
come, to try our faith, just after He sent that message to us? He has
never failed us, has He? That little card has taught me a lesson;
do let us try to trust and not be afraidl " Christopher smiled approv-
ingly at his wife; but he was turning over ways and means, and at
last he suggested asking the Rector to advance his next quarter's
pay. "But then we should be in debt to the Rector!" said Helen;
"no, let's just pray and wait." Then the two knelt down together,
and poured out their hearts to their Father in heaven. As they
rose again, the curate said thoughtfully, "You know, it's strange
about the writing on that envelope-I'm sure it isn't the doctor's
own writing." "It's rather mysterious, I think," said Helen, "but

let's not even think about it, darling."
Two hours later, the doctor's carriage stopped at the door, and

Dr. Haynes came bustling in. He was a genial, warm-hearted old
man, very fond of the curate and his wife, always most kind and
understanding. "Good-morning, Mrs. Brookes; good-morning, Mr.
Brookes; a happy New Year to you both. This isn't a professional
visit, only to wish you a happy New Year. And besides, I've got a
little business to settle with you!" The curate and his wife glanced
at each other, and Christopher began hastily, "Dr. Haynes, Helen
and I are terribly sorry, but we can't meet your account yet-we
were wondering if you could possibly wait a little." "My dear
man," said the doctor eagerly, "what are you talking about? You
surely don't think I came to press you for money today of all days?
The fact is, there's been a stupid mistake." Dr. Haynes went on
to say that he had never meant to charge them a penny, but finding
from something said a few days before that they were expecting
a bill, he thought he would make a joke of it by sending them a
receipted account. The day before, he wrote a number of accounts,
and was beginning the one he meant for the Brookes, when he was
called away suddenly, leaving a message that his assistant could
finish off and post the things on his desk, he went off immediately,
and was away for some hours. Late at night Dr. Haynes found to
his horror that the unreceipted bill had gone to the curate, without
even the little note he meant to write with it.

All this the good nlan explained, with many apologies, and Helen
and Christopher tried to thank him, their minds full of relief and
gratitude. But Dr. Haynes brushed aside their thanks, and said he
had another story to tell them. "This morning, a man called on me



l 2 T'lre Cospel Magazine

who said he used to attend your ministry, Mr. Brookes, and that
he felt he owed you a great deal for the spiritual help he had had.
He wouldn't tell me his name, and I don't know him at all; but he
said that having heard about your troubles, he thought it would be
a good idea if he paid the doctor's bill. Poor fellow, he was quite
upset when I told him that matter was settled, and he gladly caught
at my suggestion that I could undertake to convey his gift to you
without betraying him. So here you are," said the doctor, pulling
out three five-pound notes, "and I hope they'll make you forget my
stupid mistake about the bill." Dr. Haynes was laughing as he
handed over the money, but that was just to hide the tears in his
eyes-and Helen and Christopher were just as bad. The doctor
rushed off, banging the door behind him, and the two young things
were left to rejoice together.

Aunt Mary's card was carefully framed before long, to hang in
a place of honour in Christopher's study-"I will trust and not he
alraid;' Dlnrlnrs.

Scnrprunn ENrcue No. 107
The whole: Two books of the Bible have this name.

l. Of the twelve spies, this man represented Judah.
2. Manaen had been brought up with him.
3. Worshipped by the King of Syria.
4. Paul required the Corinthians to do all things decently and

in this.
5. This way leads to life.
6. The Lord healed a woman who had a spirit of this 18 years.
7. Recommended to David's kindness by Barzillai.
8. Suggested by Isaiah as treatment in Hezekiah's illness.
9. Caiaphas said it was this that one man should die for the

people.
10. The people of Samaria were bewitched by the use of this.

SorurloN or Scnrprvnr Enrcue No. 106

The whole: Emmanuel (Matthew 1:2).

1. Elisabeth (Luke 1:9,20).
2. Manoah (Judg. 13: 2anrl24).
3. Mary (Matt. 28: 1).
4. Athens (Acts 17: 23).
5. Nahum (Nahum 1: li.
6. Upper springs (Judg. 1: 15).
7. Elisheba @xod. 6: 23\.
8. Lot (II Pet.2: ' l).

;
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

..ACCORDING TO GOD'S POWER''

Srnuolr By rHE Rrv. H. M. Censon
(Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge)

'Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above aft
thst we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,
uttto lim be glory in tlrc church by Christ lesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen.'-Ephesians 3: 20,21.
Pnur has been praying for the believers at Ephesus and at Asia
Minor, and in praying for them he has incidently been teaching
them how they ought to be praying for themselves; and I trust he
has been teaching us how we should be praying for ourselves. As
he has prayed for them, he has demonstrated quite clearly what he
considers ought to be the aim for the Christian. We ought to be
concerned not merely to stand still. We are not to be content with
the experience which we have enjoyed in the past. It is to be in
terms of pressing forward to enter more deeply into an experience
of the power of the Spirit of God; to know what it means to have
Christ dwelling in our hearts; and to press on to be made more
like Christ Himself.

As Paul prays, there is given to him an assurance that his prayer
has been heard; and so his prayer wells over, as it were, in praise
unto God, the God who is 'able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think'. Well, of course, we might expect such
assurance if we go back to the introduction to the prayer. Paul,
there, bowed his knee before the Father; and the very fact that we
take that title of "Father" upon our lips teaches us that the God
who calls us to prayer is a God who plans and provides for His
people, and a God who delights to answer the cry of His people.
So, surely it is because of the very One to whom he comes, because
it is the Father that he approaches, that he has such assurance. But
is not this a constant refrain in the Bible, this note of God's ability
to meet the needs of His people? Again and again in Scripture,
we are confronted with tremendous commands. God requires so
much from us. There are such heights of spiritual attainment we
are called on to scale that, at times, the task seems impossible. But
all the time there is this refrain-The God dernands so much, the
God who makes such searching requirements, is the God who is
'able to do exceeding abundantly above all tlwt we ask or think.'
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On these Sunday mornings, as we have been thinking about thesc
deep experiences of the Christian, and that towards which we should
be aspiring, it may be that with some of us hearts have been almost
failing. How impossible it all is of attainment! Here then is paul's
reply: God is able, 'able to do exceedins abundantlv above all
that we ask or think.' That is why the upoitl" cutr rp"uk from the
depths of his own experience and say, 'I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.' Were I to leave out that final state-
inent, well, it would be unmitigated arrogance. I can do all things?
How impossible for any man to speak like that, especially in the
realm of spiritual attainment. But once grasp this fact that 'God is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or tltink',
and we speak no longer with arrogance, but with a humble assur-
ance, for we depend upon the power of God. 'I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.'

"THE powER THAT WoRKETH IN us"
Now this morning I want to deal especially with one part of this

verse: 'Unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.'
What Paul is saying here surely is simply this; the power that is
already at work in us is a pledge of that which God can do. Paul
makes this great statement that God is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly, and if you ask'How do you know?'-he would reply, here
is the pattern, here is the pledge of it; it is according to the power
that we have already experienced; that is God's token to us of what
He will yet do.

Now what is the instrument of this power? Let us look at the
phrase itself; it is'the power that worketh in us'. Quite clearly,
the power to which he refers is a power that is well known to them,
and he does not need to elaborate upon it. It is tlte power, the
familiar power, the power that has already been experienced. Not
only that, but it is the power that is at work within. Well, quite
obviously, if we take that in its context, it seems quite clear to what
Paul is referring. He has prayed earlier in the prayer that they may
be 'strengthened with power (same word) by God's Spirit in the
inner man'. So when Paul speaks here about the power that worketh
in us, surely he simply means the Holy Spirit, who works powerfully
in the life of the believer.

Yes, to the apostle Paul, the Spirit is no impersonal, vague influ-
ence, much as we may speak of the influence of some godly man
who has lived and died. and whose influence lives on. Paul does
not think of the Spirit of God in those impersonal terms. The
Spirit of God is essentially personal. The Spirit of God is the
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Person in the Trinity who makes the power of the Father and the
Son present and real to the believer. Christ can speak of the
Father and of Himself coming, through the Spirit, to dwell with
His people. lt is the Spirit of God who comes to dwell among us.
So, for the Christian, God the Father Almighty is not only the One
who is enthroned on high, the One who sits upon the throne of the
universe, the transcendent God; He is also the God who, through
His Spirit, draws nigh to His people. So that when we speak of our
'Father,' are not speaking of some remote Deity, we are speaking
of One whose Fatherhood becomes rich and real for us in our every-
day experience through the indwelling of the Spirit of God who
makes the Father real to us. When we speak about the Lord Jesus
Christ, and when we rejoice that He has ascended into heaven;
when we exult in the fact that He has finished His work and that
He is seated at the right hand of God, again we do not think of
Him as a remote Saviour. Through the Spirit, He draws nigh to
us; and as we speak of Christ dwelling in our hearts, and as we
rejoice to know that the Saviour is within, it is through the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit of God makes real to us the presence and the
power of the Father and of the Son. So when Paul speaks here
about the power that is at work in us, he is speaking about the
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.

GOD'S POWER IN CHRIST'S RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION

Now we may ask a further question-In what way is that power
made evident? How do you see it, and how do you experience it?
Well, I would say that Paul would take you back in this very phrase
to what has gone before in the epistle; 'God is able to do exceeding
abundantly . . . . . according to the power that is already at work in
you. It is the power of which you have heard; the power of which
I have spoken,' about the power of God? The answer to that
question is to turn back the pages of the epistle and read the first
two chapters, and the great theme there is the mighty power of
God, what God has wrought. What has God done? God has done
this great thing, says Paul. He has raised His Son, The Lord Jesus
Christ, from the dead.

We are so familiar with the resurrection that we tend sometimes
to take it just as one more truth; we give a nod of assent to it when
we say the Creed, 'He rose again from the dead.' To the apostle,
to the New Testament writers, this was the great thrilling truth.
It had happened! The One who had died, had been raised again,
and the empty tomb was to them a massive demonstration of the
power of God Almighty.

But the God who raised Him from the dead is the God who has
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sea.ted Him at His right hand; and. again fbr the New Testament
writers, this_ was a great demonstration of God's power. For them,
the cross, the resurrection, the ascension, all taken as one mishtv
event, .are.essentially thought of in terms of triumph. The wf,ole
world lies in the evil one; yes, perfectly true! The devil, according
to Christ's own words, the prince of ihis world, reigning ou., G
Iives of men and women; perfectly true! But tiis ii tfrJ gorp.i_
In the cross, by His resurrection, by His ascension, Clirisi has
spoiled the devil and all his hosts. chiist has demonstrated that all
power in heaven and earth belones to Hin.

.Pau,l says, as he writes in the opening part of his epistle, This is
what God has done. Do you want 1o ,eJth" power of GocI at work?
well' go back in thought to what God did when he rolled back the
stone and raised christ from the dead. Go out to the Mount of
olives and stand with that wondering group of disciples as they see
the Lord ascend into heaven. open your eyes in fait-h and look into
glory itself and see the son of God at tire right hand of power.
There, in those great events, you see God's mighty power at work.

GOD'S POWER IN THE MIRACLE OI.' THB NEW BIRTH
But he has a further word in these opening chapters. That power

of God, which was seen in such a signat lashion in the resurriction
and ascension of Christ, has been seen also in the risins from
spiritual death of the belidver. In the second chapter of theipistle,
Paul gives a graphic picture of the condition of a ^an prior io the
_coming of the grace of God into his life. What were you? he asks.
You were dead in trespasses and sins; that was your spiritual
condition. You may have been physically alive; you may hune
been mentally alert, but spiritually as far as God was conierned,
you were dead. There was no response to the gospel. There could
be no response to the gospel. There could be no spiritual response
at all, because you were out of touch with God, devoid of Uis
Spirit, spiritually dead. You were, he says, subject to the devil and
under the wrath and condemnation of God; that was your condition.
Qut you may recall the great thrilling contrast that iomes in Ephe-
sians 2. Having spoken in this vein-This is what vou were:
pathetically lost, helpless, hopeless-he then introduces the great
note of contrast-'But God,' he says, 'But God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were
dead in sins, lruth quickened us (has made us alive\ together with
Christ.' This is what God has done. The God who raised Christ
from the dead, is the God who has wrought a miracle of grace in
your heart, if you are a believer. He has brought you to life. He
has made you a new man or a new woman in Christ Jesus.

I
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When the Lord Jesus Christ spoke to Nicodemus about being
born again, He was speaking about a miracle of the grace of God.
To become a Christian is not to turn over a new leaf, or to make
resolutions about new directions of holiness and righteousness.
To become a Christian is to be involved in a miracle as great as that
which took place when Christ was raised from the dead. The
tragedy is that so many today, even within the church, have such
flabby views of man that they do not see the wonder of the new
birth. If man, according to some modern psychological jargon, is
inherently really quite good, and all you need to do is to encourage
what is in him and develop it, then, of course, this talk about the
new birth is utterly irrelevant. But if we are true to Scripture, and
if we are realistic in our own appraisal of human nature as it is, if
we look into our own hearts, we know very well that the optimistic
estimate of man is utterly beside the point. Man, as he is, is in need
of nothing less than a radical transformation which only God can
effect. When Christ says to Nicodemus, 'You must be born again',
he is not mouthing some religious platitude, He is speaking the
eternal word and truth of God. You must be born again. Without
this inner transformation, no amount of morality or religiosity will
ever avail in the day of judgment. This and this alone is God's
requirement, and the new birth, this becoming a Christian, not just
a nominal church-goer, but becoming a Christian in the deep New
Testament sense of the word, is due to the mighty power of God.
Paul would say here, Do you wailt to know what God can do in
your life? Do you want to know the power of the Spirit as you
advance in holiness? Well, go back and realise what has happened
already; realise what God has done. He has raised His Son, and
if you are a believer, He has wrought a miracle in you, He has
brought you to spiritual life.

GOD'S POWER WORKING WITHIN
But Paul is thinking now about the present. We have looked

back to the past, and it is essential indeed that we continue to look
back to the past, but you and I in our Christian lives are living in
the present with present problems and present temptations. So we
ask, What then does it mean for me now in my Christian life, with
these calls ringing in my ear about going forward, advancing in
holiness, pressing on to be Christlike? What does it mean to speak
about the 'power of the Spirit that worketh in you'? Well, let us
glance back again. What did it mean in that situation, when Christ
was raised? did it not mean that God worked in an impossible
situation? He was dead-there is a brutal finality about the word.
It certainly had that final note for the disciples. They knew, or at
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least they thought, that it was the end. when the risen christ met
two of them on the road to Emmaus, He met two men who were
despondent and cast down,-what hope is there? He is clead. But
it was in this impossible situation that God worked. when a man
is spiritually dead, it is likewise an impossible situation. In a sense
it is an absurdity even to speak to him of christ because he cannot
understand. It is an absurdity almost to preach the gospel, from
a purely human standpoint, because he cannot receivJit.^ But this
is the wonder; it is in that impossible situation when men are spirit-
ually atrophied and dead; it is in that condition that God manifests
His power.

. This-.is the quality of power which we experience through the
indwelling of the spirit of God. The christian-life is not in teims of
a helping hand. The Christian life is in terms of a rlvnamic
experience within. God does not merely encourage us: God works
within us. The God who worked in the impossible situation of the
past, is the God who still works with the same mighty power; and
surely, if this so, the God who has worked will continue to work.
We look back and we see how _ereatly He has demonstrated His
power. Has that been some transient thing? Has that been just
for the moment? Has it simply been like the passing fancies of
small_children? They begin this and that. but so often they move
quick-ly from one thing to another. They begin to make something
and then it is left to one side, and they start something else and thai
is left and so on. We do not expect a competenl workman or
a competent artist to be,ein some project, and then just scrap
it and lose interest. If a man behaves like that, if he is alwayi
moving from this proJect to that project, we say that there is
something, unstable about him. We expect the normal man
when he begins something, when he embarks on something,
to continue, and especially is that so when he gives a great deal
of trouble in the early stages; we expect him to complete it.
Can we really imagine that God who has put forth such mighty
power, God who has demonstrated in such fashion the greatness
of His might in the resurrection of Christ, and in our resurrection
from spiritual death; can we really imagine that this is something
He has done and now He is not going to finish the work? Paul is
absolutely convinced that the God who begins is the God who will
complete. 'Being confident' he writes elsewhere, 'of this very thing,
that He which hqth begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ'. Is God able to do exceeding abundantly?
Then it is according to the power with which He has ben working,
and that power is a pledge of the fact that He will continue to work.
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LOOKING FORWARD INTO THE FUTI]RE
But we look forward into the future, and knowing ourselves, and

knowing the changing circumstances which we are constantly facing,
there are still questions in our hearts. It may be the question which
lies deep down in some people's heart, and it is this; I have often
sat under this kind of word. I have listened to this call to holiness.
I have heard this assuring word of God's grace and power, but
somehow I still have doubts. I still wonder; knowing myself, I
wonder. There are problems that I am going to face. It may be
that some of them are going to be beyond my power to solve.

Well, Paul would say; the pattern is the power that is at work
in you already. Go back to that situation again. Is any problem
greater than the problem of death? Surely it is the final insoluble
problem as far as man is concerned. When someone is seriously
ill, medical skill and nursing skill are there; they do everything
possible and very often they are able to bring the answer. But
when the moment comes and life goes and death is a fact, then men
have to stand back at this point; they have no further answer; this
is the final insoluble problem. But Paul says, in this epistle, that it
was not the final insoluble problem with God. God raised Christ
from the dead, and God has quickened us into new life, and one
day will raise us to be with Christ in glory. Now then, these
problems that are pressing in upon you now; this one that has been
nagging perhaps at the back of your mind during these past days;
this question that you cannot resolve; this anxiety about the future;
is it more insoluble than this prdblem? Obviously, it is not. If
God solved this problem, if God declared His power in the face of
death itself, do you really imagine that He will not solve some
petty problem of yours or mine-yes, we magnify it out of all due
proportion, but ultimately it is a petty problem when we set it
alongside the power of God.

C'OD'S POWER TRANSCENDS OUR IMAGINATION

Is it any wonder that Paul goes into a rhapsody of praise? Do
you notice the way he builds it up? God, he says, is able. Power
belongs to Him. God is able to do, to act, to perform great things
on our behalf. He is able to act abundantly. There is a bountiful
character about God's provision for our needs. Yes, exceeding
abundantly; there is an overflowing quality about His dealings.
He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask. We
pray, we cry to God; but God's ability far transcends our asking'
So Paul reaches the clirnax-it even transcends our thinking, God's
power is even beyond our wildest dreams. Do we, sometimes,
imagine what God might do in us and through us? Do we imagine
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in these days when the church is so barren ancl lifeless, what God
might do? Paul says, God is able to exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or, indeed, above all that we think. The astronomer,
sweeping the sky with his telescope, tells us something of what he
sees, but he also tells us how vast and illimitable is the space beyond
his ken. How much. he knows, yes, and ultimately fio* fitti. n"
knows! There is still so much more. you have proved trte power
of God, have you? God has raised you from the dead? Fie has
yade you a new creature? you have proved the power of the
Spirit in your life, leading you on? you have known victory over
this and that temptation? oh, rearise that this is onry trre ueglnnin!.
The power of God is not confined to some tiny segment-of orir
lives. The power of God dwarfs our imagination. So"we pr"r* on.

AN ENCOURAGING WORD
May I bring this as a word this morning? May I bring it as a

word to,some of you who are leaving at the end of ttris u-niversity
lerm, going out to different situations, going out to face new prob-
lems? May I bring this as an encouraging **d, as a stabilising word,
as an undergirding word? 'God is able to do exceedins abundantlv
above all that we ask or think.' This is ultimately God's*reply to our
questionings. How gan I possibly think of advancing in tlrms of
such searching requirements? our heart sinks becausJwe know the
power of the devil, and one way in which he works, at this point,
is-to remind us of past failure. In our minds eye, as we think of
advancing in righteousness, so often we turn back and somethins
stands out in our minds vividly and clearly-T failed there; hoi
dismally I failed there. Surely that might happen again. But God
would turn us from our weakness, from our own sinful failure, and
would drive us back to this basic fact of His almighty power. God
raised Christ frorn the dead. God has brought us to newness of
life. God is able to do exceeding abundantly, and it is according to
the power that worketh in us. So we seek His face. We pray lhat
He would fill us with His Spirit. We pray that, in these days, He
would pour out His Spirit upon His church. And because we com"
to the Father, because we come with assurance, we ioin with paul
and we praise the Lord for that which He has done. and for that
which we believe He will yet do.

'Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to rhe power that wori<eth in us,
unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen.' H. M, CensbN.
Cambridge, 1962.
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

MATTFIEW HENRY AND HIS COMMENTARY

MATTHEW HENRY, 1662-1714.

We have recently given some account of Philip Henry, the father
of Matthew Henry, and now proceed to give some details of the
latter, who was born in the year of his father's ejection.

Merrnew HrNnv, was born at Broad Oak, in the township of
Iscoed, Flintshire, North Wales, on October 18th, 1662. He was
the second child of his parents; but as his elder brother, John, was
cut off in his sixth year, Matthew grew up as an only son among
sisters. The four sisters, Sarah, Katherine, Eleanor, and Anne,
who in due time graced the Broad Oak home, were his early and
happy companions. Only a very iittle younger than himself, he and
they being all born within six years, 1662-8, there was no such
disparagement as to prevent them being play and school fellows in
their pleasant abode. They were educated together under the care
of their parents, with occasional help from resident tutors. Young
men led to enter the Christian ministry were drawn to Broad Oak
in a double capacity. "I to help him," as Philip Henry says of the
first of these, "and he to help the children; the Lord being our
speed." The sweet and tender ties between brother and sisters
thus genially formed in childhood were only strengthened with the
growth of time, and continued unbroken save by death. Their lives
were curiously and closely bound up with one another from first
to last. All five of them were married within two years of each other.
They all settled within easy distance of the parental roof, and in
homes that reflected in every case, as it is pleasant to think, the
gracious influences of their early training.

Filial as well as fraternal piety shone with conspicious brightness
in Matthew. Deep at the root of his being lay reverence for his
parents. From each of them he derived some distinguishing charac-
teristics. He inherited from his father a judicial and studious cast
of mind, with a certain gravity, not however incompatible with
good humour. Matthew was by no means of a hardy physical
nature; "son Matthew not well" is a frequent entry in his father's
Diary.

He early displayed a passion for books and learning. So earnest
became his application that his careful mother had often from regard
to his health to send him from the study into the open air. At the
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age of three he could reacl portions of Scripture, and at the age ofseven was making progress in education. fn tOZt, when onty"nineyears old, writing to his father, who was on a visit to London, hecan.tell tha_t, "every day since you went, I have Aon" -y f"rron,
a side of Latin or Latin verses, with two verses in the Greek
Testament;" a fair accomplishment for a boy of nine. ifr""-fr"
a{{s, by way of commeni about a certain illness, anO irr a styte
which illustrates how much the boy in this case was father of the
man:. "By this providence we may see how sin is the worst of evirs,
for sickness came by sin. Chrisi is the chief gooa, therefore ;e
should love Him: sin is the worst of evils, therefore we should
hate it."

I.-FIRST SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE

. He acquired, or rather, was favoured with, a first spiritual exper_
ience and consciousness. at the age of ten. A manriscript *.itt"n
by him in 1675, when thirteen yeai, old, preserves the record of it:"I think it was three years ago I began to feel concernecr,

hearing a serrnon by my father on psalm 5r, 17,'T'he sacrifices
of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heait, O
God, T'hou wilt not despise., This I think it was that -"ft.,t
me: afterwards I began to enquire about Christ.'"

- -I_! i. interesting to notice the providence which made the year
1672 peculiarly memorable to him. Father and son had just escaped
serious danger from fever, and were both in an usually tender and
susceptible religious condition. Now this was the y.u. *h"n charles
rI was moved to issue preaching licenses to certain crasses of
nonconformists. They were of two kinds, for persons, and for
places. Philip Henry's friends knowing how weary he was of in-
action, procured one for himself, and another for Broad oak as a
licensed place. No one took more interest in this than vouns
Matthew, and "because his heart was tender towards tne roio rrii
Go-d," few profited more from these ..days of the Son of Man."

Once especially, after listening to a sermon on the erain of
mustard seed as illustrative of true grace in its germinaton and
qrowth, he opened his mind to his father and unburdened his young
desires and anxieties in the course of a walk they took together'.
The conversation has not been preserved, but he "onfid"d afteiwards
to a sister his earnest hope that the quickening principle was now
implanted, which though small for the present, would^ he thought,
by God's blessing grow in time to something.

II.-STUDIES AT ISLINGTON IN I,ONDON

The matter of Matthew's education occasioned much anxious
consideration. As this was so, all concerned were satisfactorilv
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relieved, when it was finally arranged that Matthew should travel
southward, and profit under the tuition of Thomas Doolittle, whose
manse was surrounded by the then green and pleasant fields of
Islington, but whose pastorate was in connection with Monkwell
Street Chapel, London. Mr. Doolittle was formerly of Pembroke
College, and ejected from St. Alphage, London. He was the founder
of the very frsl meeting house in London after the Act of Uniform-
ity, and also as the last survivor of all his London fellow-ejected
brethren, living until l'107. He was the first also to venture upon
opening an academy at Islington.

Matthew's journey on horseback from Broad Oak to London
occupied five days. Writing a long account of it to his sisters,
Matthew says: "Yesterday we went to Mr. Doolittle's meeting
house, his church I may call it, for many a church will not hold so
many people. There are several galleries: it is all pewed, and has
a brave pulpit a great height above the people." Here his father
preached in the afternoon and repeatedly elsewhere during his
visit.

How long Matthew remained, and what special studies he pursued
under Mr. Doolittle, we are not particularly informed. It could
not have been many months, for the authorities speedily interfered,
and in the rough fashior, of those troublous times, violently broke
up the institution. Amid the scattering that followed Matthew went
back to Broad Oak, and it is not until April 1685, when he was in
his twenty-third year, we find him in London again, entering him'
self this time as a law student at Gray's Inn, Holborn.

rrI.-sETTLEMENT AT cnPsrpn, 1687
Returning home in the summer of 1686, Matthew, who was now

somewhat of a lawyer, began preaching at Chester and at Nantwich.
Such a procedure continued to be legally dangerous; but reports
were abroad respecting the Indulgence destined to prove so fatal
to the ascendancy of James IL While anticipating greater liberty,
Matthew was invited to take the pastorate at Chester, and, though
entertaining the call, he yet chose to spend another brief season in
London. He was urgently pressed to settle in London, but yielded
rather to the importunate calls from Chester. His ordination being
in view, he set himself to prepare for it with all diligence' and at
the same time drew up a very serious and searching paper for
self-examination as to his own condition before God.

"I think I can say with confidence that I do not design to take
up the ministry as a trade to live by . . . . . no, I hope I am
aiming at nothing but souls, and if I gain those, though at the
loss of all merely worldly comforts, I shall reckon myself to
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have made a good bargain. I think also f can say with as muchassurance that my design is not to get myself a name amonsst
men or to be tarked of in the worrd. 

-No, 
t-hat is a pooi u"r-iGr.

I can appeal to God that I have no design i,i tn"-f*rito
maintain a party o1 to,keep up any schismitical t""il"r.-niv
hea.rt rises againstrhe_tnouftrts of ii. t hate Oi"iOirg pri".ipi*
and practices, and whatever others are, I am for"d.u;;;;;
h e a l i n g . . . . . "

Th" p?p"" after earnest prayers and pious resolutions, closes withthe solemn avowal,
"Whatever_ opposition .I .ry meet with in my work, by God,s 

.
grace r will not be terrified therewith. If God can -L ti, *n r,
as f expect and count on, I will bear cheerfully the,"prou"ilot
Christ, and choose affiictions with the peoplb of God.,,

^Thus, at-the age of twenty-five, Matthew'Henry wu, ,"itt"A inChester, where other twenty-five of the remaining twenty-seven
years of. his comparativery brief life were to be paJsed in uniiou,
ministerial services. As he did not remove to London til two years
before he died, his name ancl rabours must always remain associatecl
with Chester.

-- During his Chester ministry he went live times through the
Psalms in devotional exposition, speciany derighting in tnJ. io,
his weekly "lecture', each Thursduy euening, *li"h-har, howevei,
for its longest series, ..The 

euestions of Scripture,,' frrti"g_",
these did, with intervals-for twenty years. fn October, tifZ, ie
began with Genesis 3, 9: ..Ada., *frer" art thou?" and did not
close till May,1712, with Rev. 18, 18: ..What city is like ;;; thi;
great city?"

rv.-REMovAL To HACKNEy, r,oNooU 1712
The ministerial services of Matthew Henry were greatly coveted

by congregations in London. He received numeroui calli to settle
there. so early as 1699, the church at Hackney, on the o"uit oi
their gifted pastor, william Bates, urged him, without avail, to
become Bates' successor. When .the eirly volumes of the ..Com.
mentary" made his name yet better known, these invitations multi-
plied' rn the year 1708 he was pressed by both the church at old
Jewry and that at silver Street, which was vacant by the death of
John Howe's successor,-to, become their pastor. Both these, though
supported by earnest solicitations from influential London minist&-
ial brethren, he saw fit to decline.

The church at Hackney having, however, once more lost its
minister by death, turned again to Matthew Henry in 1710, with
increased importunity. After wellnigh a year of piessure on ttreir
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part, and much painful anxiety and hesitation on his own, during
which he kindly visited them, and showed his reasons for remaining
in Chester, he at length was persuaded to visit them again. "In May,
1711, I went to them and stayed tili the end of July. I never had
been away so much as one first Lord's day of any month till now
since coming to Chester twenty-four years ago. On May l8th, l'112,
Matthew Hentry began his labours at Hackney.

v.-MATTHEw HENRy's coMMENrARt, 1104-17 14

Mankind are interested in details of the beginnings, the progress,
and endings, of great works. What about Merrnsw HprlRy's
CourrrNrlny?

In the quiet of eventide, on November 12th, 1704, the writing
was commenced of that celebrated explanation of God's Word,
which the church of God will ever prize on earth. Henry took up
his pen, "After many thoughts of heart and many prayers." With
great precision he wrote in his diary the progress of the work.
Exactly two years sufficed to complete the Penteteuch. Then the
busy hand of the writer was stayed by his death, (1714) when by
ceaseless industry it had lvorked on to the end of the Acts of thc
Apostles. As most readers may be aware, the work was finishecl
by several eminent nonconformist divines. Tf we only except thc
author of "Tlte Pilgrim's Progress," Matthew Henry is as popular
with posterity as the most illustrious of his Puritan contemporaries.

His death came sudde;t;. l^?tlJtr left chester in r7r2, he
promised to pay an annual visit to his former flock. He did so thc
very next summer, 1713, and set out a second time in May 1714.
He had been weary and unwell, but the weather was fine, and his
errand was a gracious and pleasant one. During his stay he was
abundant in labours, preaching also at Wrexham, Knutsford, and
other favourite places.

The last two sabbaths in Chester, which were the last two he
spent on earth, were fitly employed. On one of them he preached
on the text, "There remaineth a rest to the people of God;" and on
the other, June 20th, on "Let us therefore fear lest, a promise being
left of entering into his rest, any of you should seems to come
short of it." This sabbatism, on which he loved to expatiate so
sweetly, was very near at hand to him.

On Monday, June 21st he set out for London, engaging to preach
at Nantwich that very night. It was there he preached his fisr
.sermon; it was there he preached his last. His horse had stumbled,
but, declaring he felt no injury from the fall, he went through with
the service. Immediately afterwards, however, he felt heavy and
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sleepy. On being awakened, he knew his extreme danger, and
turning to his dear friend George Illidge beside him, he said: "You
have been used to take notice of the sayings of dying men; this is
mine. A life spent in the service of God, and communion with Him,
is the most pleasant any one can live in this world." He was soon
seized with apoplexy, and at eight on Tuesday morning, 22nd June,
1714, he fell asleep.

His eldest sister's diary has these entries:"Wednesday, 23 June. I went to the place to take leave of
the dear earthen vessel, in which was lodged such treasure.
Nothing of death was to be seen on his face-rather something
of a smile."
"Friday, 25 June. We gathered up the mantle of this dear
Elijah. Took the remains to Chester. We laid him in Trinity
Church, beside his first wife, accompanied by a vast crowd
desiring to pay their tribute to his blessed memory."

F.C.

PITGRIM PAPERS

..CHRIST IS ALL"

By RBv. Wrr-r,revr RouerNe

MeNv, many thanks to Mr. and to Mrs. T. for their remembrance of
us this year. I am ashamed I have not acknowledged your favour
sooner; but truly, Sir, I grow very lazy and good for nothing. It'is
high time I was turned out of the vineyard, and any other master
but mine would have had nothing to do with me long ago. I loathe
myself, and stand wondering daily at His kindness.

Never was self lower, and His loveliness higher, than in this new
year. Though we are but just entered on it, yet He has already
vouchsafed us some delightful Pisgah-views. It has been for many
years a custom with me to have a text, a sort of a watch-word,
something very short, easy to be remembered, and which may serve
the believer to feast upon for a twelvemonth. I have found this
very useful to myself, and so have others. Our text for this year,
1772, was 'Christ is all.'

He has all the fulness of salvation in Him as God-Man: and He
has it to the glory of the Father and of the Holy Spirit. For it pleased
the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell, as the head, for the

{
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use of His members: and it pleased the Holy Spirit to testify of
His fulness in the Scripture; and it pleases Him, by His gr.ace, to
bringbelievers to use it, and to live upon it. Thisisihe tru*e saving
work of grace. AII other experience is not worth a farthing.

The Holy Ghost comes to pull down self and to exali Christ,
and this He does effectually. He enlightens the understanding, and
convinces it that Christ is the one Sun of the spiritual worll He
sends His scholars to christ, and to none but christ. to be tausht
the things of God. He brings them humbled to the Saviour's fJet,
where they sit to hear His words. Thus He glorilies their divine
Prophet; and in the matter of teaching He mikes Christ all. The
Bible, and ministers, and means, are only to lead to Christ, that
out of His fulness they may receive lesson upon lesson, line upon
line.

Methinks I hear Mrs. T. ask,'But how shall I know that I am
one of Christ's scholers, and that He is my teacher?' My dear
friend, you are to know it from what you have learned. you iannot
be certain of it any other way; and He would have you to look at
His truth, and to try yourself by it. When you think of your fallen
state, in which you inherit a corrupt nature, and can in it clo nothing
but sin-when guilt is in your conscience, and fear in your heart-
what is it that brings you any relief ? to what do you look for pardon,
and from whence do you expect peace with God? your answer
will show that the Lord God, our Prophet, has been teaching you.

Methinks I hear your reply (for I have heard you say it),'Why,
to be sure, I have no hope but in thet sacrifice of the l-amb of God
which perfecteth for ever, and in that righteousness of His which
justifieth from all things.' This is the true object of salvation. This,
and nothing else. Christ is all. There is no pardon but in His bloocl,
no justification but in His obedience, no heaven but what is the
free gift of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Christ is all.

Thus far all is well. 'But the comlort of this, the comfort to know
it is mine.' There, Mrs. T. has her objection ready. My dear
madam, show me the text which says, 'He that is comforted shall
be saved'; or that faith consists in knowing that salvation is mine.
You are called upon to trust the work of Christ, and to trust for
yourself upon the free warrant of God's faithful Word. Rest here,
giving credit to God's promise of salvation to all that will receive
it, and I will lay my life for it you will never want comforting, and
soon be satisfied you are a saved sinner. If you rest not here, get
comfort, it will not be true nor lasting; and your application to
yourself will be only the act of your own mind, and will prove as
chanseable as the wind.
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Letter 48. Wrllnu RolrarNe.

RADrO EVANGELTSM (S.B.M.)
There have been further developments in Radio Evangelism-

four Tamil programmes weekly, short Bible readings every week
for the Bible Society, a new series of talks on 'Creation, not Evolu-
tion'and 'Why I use my Bible' (by a college professor of mathema-
tics), medical talks by a missionary doctor, etc.

Over 700 listeners have written once in the last four years, and
a 50 per cent increase is expected in the follow-up letters.

'But you would not have me to go on in a clark uncontfortublc
way, not knowing whither I ant going?' No, Mrs. T., I want to
lead you to light and comfort in the direct roacl. Christ is the wav-
look more at Him, and less at yourself; trust more to Him, and iess
to your faith. Be always thinking of your emptiness, and of His
fulness. Meditate on Him, pray to Him. you cannot be thus
employed about the Sun, without being enlightened by his rays,
and cherished by his warm bearns. When people are� very cold
within doors, and see the sun shining sweetly, they do not ask, .Is
i! pV1u1? May I -eo and get rnyself warm with this delightful sun-
shine? Is it for me?' Yes, for you. Whoever will rnay take Christ
for their pardon, Christ for their righteousness, Chrisi for heaven,
and for all they want till they come there. you are willing; therefore
Christ and all He has is yours. Now Mrs. T., what do vou say to
this?

Why, say you,'To be sure I do build upon this founclation; but
I still lack nuny things.' Very well, I am glad you do-the more the
better. Whatever you lack, it is in Christ's fulness, and He has it
for you; so that here will be a blessed intercourse between you and
Christ, and a holy friendship in giving and receiving. Every monlent
you want something. Christ says, 'Here is is; come to me for it;
I can deny you nothing:' be it for temporals (psalm xxxiv. l0-or
for spirituals (Eph. i. 3)-or for eternals (Rom. vi. 23)-all is yours.
This is living by the faith of the Son of God; and it is the best way
to live. For you cannot be thus receiving every moment out of
Christ's fulness. but you must experience Ihat lie is yours. which
will make your faith practical and certain. You will then have done
disputing about your interest in Christ. While you are making use
of Him, you can no more question His being yours, than you can
whether the meat is yours which you have been eating to-day.

Thus you see Christ is all in time, and all in eternity. May He
have His honour in little H. Do but trust Hirn, and you will see
what miracles He will do for you. My wife joins me in this advice.
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BIBTE EXPOSITION
..LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION''
A SnnuoN By rHE Rav. W. H. Kneusr, u.e.

. "Lead us not into tentptation."--Merr.6: 13.
Ws have said to you on former occasions, brethren, that each one
of these petitions seems to present to us the praying man-that is,
the man of God, under some distinct charaCter, in some peculiar
position. One of the most remarkable petitions in the whole prayer,
is that one which now comes under our consideration-,,Lead us
not into temptation."

You are to remember who it was thet taught this prayer to His
Disciples, even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. The Holy Ghost
tells us, by the Apostle, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, tiat ,,He
was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin," which
had no place in him. Now, the Lord Jesus having passed through
temptation, having gone into every department of it, and having
told His people to pray that they may not be led into temptation,
we hold it to be a great proof that there must be some evil in temp-
tation-that temptation must be a very dan-qerous and a veiy
sliPPery place. A LARGE suBJECr

The petition which we are about to consider takes a wide range.
The more a Christian nran knows of his own heart. the more he
looks back at his past history, the more he considers what he meets
with every day of his life, the more will he be convinced of the
danger of temptation.

We find, brethren, that this subject leads us into the very depths
and intricacies of the Christian life. I know of no more delicate,
no more difficult subject for a minister to enter upon. If it were
profitable to dwell upon it, we coulcl tell you that no minister has
ever preached upon the subject according to the mind and will of
God, who has not himself been taught a great deal of it. in the
secret of his own soul, and in the history of his own experience.
Now, it is too large a subject for us to run over it hastily. I desire,
if the Lord enable me, to go into every department of what the
Word of God teaches us concerning it and of what one may have
learned something himself. And this is the manner in which I
propose treating it, the Lord helping me: -
l. I shall, in the first place, lead your minds to the consideration
of temptation generally-what we are to understand by temptation.
2. Secondly, how is it that this prayer should be offered up to the
Lord-"Lead us not into temptation."
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3. Thirdly, it will be of importance for us to understand who are
the special subjects of this experience, called temptation.
4. And then, in the fourth place, we shall show you son"te of the
ntoving causes whiclt urge the tempted man to pui up this peiitiort
to tlte Lord.

So far we hope to go to-day; and afterwards, if we are permitted
to pursue our consideration of the subject, we shall endeavour to
show you the power, and the subttety. and the variety, and the
danger of temptation. We shall endeavour to show vou some of the
channels through which temptation comes to the iervants of the
Lord; that there may be temptations through the trials which God
Himself appoints for His people; that there may bq and that there
are; temptations from the devil himself specially; that there are
temptations from outward things; and that there are temptations
from the little world which is in a man's own bosom.

Brethren, we said that this is a large subject for a man to enter
upon the consideration of; it is a large subject for a man to enter
upon the consideration of in his own chamber, upon his knees,
with the Word of God open before him.'

I.-MEANING OF TEMPTATION
We are to endeavour to see, in the first place, what is the meaning

of temptation.
Some of you will at once say, that you remember a passage in

the 22nd of Genesis, where it is written, that "God did tempt
Abraham." The meaning of that was simply this-that God was
pleased to put His servant to the proof, to show what metal he was
made of, to show what manner of man he was. to show that there
was a mighty principle of faith in God's precious promises, which
could carry that man through the most difficult circumstances.
Abraham was carried through; and why?-because he saw Christ's
day: "he saw it, and was glad."

Again, St. James tells us that a Christian man ought to "'count

it all joy when he falls into divers temptations." The meaning of
which I take to be, that a Christian man ought to be very thankful
for the experience which the Lord has given him; that, as he passes
through trials and difliculties, in his earthly pilgrimage, from day to
day, he should be thankful for the fresh instances of the faithfulness,
and love, and power, and wisdom of a covenant Jehovah, which
are afforded to his poor, tried soul.

Now, when we are laught to pray, "Lead us not into temptation,"
I do not believe that it nteans thut we should pray that God shoukt
not prove r,rs. It is no bad thing for a Christian man to be proved,
in the face of an evil world-that when men may not understand

E
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his principles, he may be enabled, in the power of the Holy Ghost,
to manifest to a gainsaying world that there is a mighty principle
in a man of God, that there is something in him that is not counGr-
feit. We will not pray to God to keep us from this; it is an honour
that is put upon a Christian man, when he is enabled to show whose
he is, and whom he serves.

Again, a Cltristian man ought not to pray that God would keep
him from trial. We do not know what glory may come to the Lord
in the sorrowings and afflictions which may weigh down the hearts
of his dear people. We do not know how the glory of God my be
interwoven in some of the deepest experiences of a believer's life.

But when I look at this petition, given by the Lord .Iesus to His
servants, I believe that the temptation here spoken of is an evil;
and that I may, upon my knees, beg of the Lord not to lead me
into such temptation. I know who Christ is; I know that His people
are everlastingly united to Him-that heaven and earth shall pass
away before one jot or one tittle of His truth shall fail. I know that
His people are "kept, but the power of God, through faith unto
salvation." But before we have done with this subject, we shall
show you that a Christian ouglt to shrink {rom temptation-that
there are some slippery places in temptation.

Scripture speaks of such a thing as "broken bones" (spiritually).
David prays that there may be a healing of those "broken bones."
I hold the temptation, that is here depreciated, to mean, a suggestion
of evil to the mind-qn inducentent to evil, by some agent or
agencies at work upon the man; ancl I say, that whether the Chris-
tian nran fall under the temptation, or whether, in the power of God,
he is enabled to stand up under the buffeting of the temptation,
in either case, it is an evil. If God do not blunt the arrow. and if
it pierce into the man, it wounds, it causes pain and grief to the
tempted one. If he do not fall-if he be upheld-if the temptation
prove so far harmless, that his Christianity is not damaged before
the world, still he has been brought in contact with evil-there has
been blought before his mind a host of evil things to which he is
liable.

This is what I believe the Lord Jesus Christ went through when
He was here on earth. You know there was no sin in Him-there
was no response in His breast to the suggestions of the evil one;
but He was pained, and He was grieved; and I believe that if we
had been permitted to read the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ, as
He passed through this world, we should have found that what
constituted the sicknesses, and the griefs, and the sorrows which
He bore, and which made Him, emphatically, "the Man of srn'rows"
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-was the contact with evil continually, the seeing it, the breathing
the polluted atmosphere of a world that was thickened with sin-.
There was no echo in His breast to the invitations given to Him to
sin; but he came in contact with it, and it wa.s painful to Him.

II.-WHY WE ARE TAUGHT TO USE THIS PRAYER
Now, how can it be said that a Christian man is to ask God not

to lead him into evil? There is no point which it is of more impor-
tance for us to understand than this.

You seldom hear a man who has not been made acquaiirted with
his own heart, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, telling you or
the wickedness of that heart. When he does wrong, he cin lay it
upon the devil; he can tell you he was tempfed by the devil to do
so and so; and very often he goes to the edge of saying it was God
who made him do so and so. Many a man is disposed to say, in
the pride, and the un_godliness, and the rebellion, and the blasphemy
of his own heart, I did not make myself-God made me as I am;
and f have such propensities, and I am so overcome by the tempta-
tions of the devil, that I cannot help doing such and such things.
He means to lay the blame upon God; he may not, perhaps, say it
in so many words, but he means it. He will go anywhere to fincl the
criminal but where he ought to go-to his own breast. St. James
tells us, "Let no man say, when he is tempted, I am tempted by
God." No, he says; "he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed."
He means such temptation as this-temptation to sin.

Now, brethren, a man of God has been renewed by the Holy
Ghost; he is born of the Spirit; he is a member of the body of the
Lord Jesus Christ: the very essence of a Christian's life is harmony
with God. Who amongst us understands this? There is Christianity
-fellowship with God-the mind in hannony with God. Now,
whatever draws the mind away from God, that is temptation. The
darkest scene in a Christian man's experience is when anything
comes between God and him; ancl temptation being the great means
of drawing him into sin, inducing him to that which is wrong-
temptation being that which deranges harmony and fellowship with
God, it nust be a dark season to the soul of the chilcl of God.

(To be concluded)

-
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THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS

AN ADDRESS BY GEORGE WHITEFIELD
IN HIS LAST YEAR

A ClurloN AcnNsr DssprsrNc rsr Day or.. Svrer,r, TurNcs

IIRBACHED.BEFORE THtr GOVtrRNOR, AND COUNCIL, AND THtr HOUSE OF

ASSEMtsLy, rN GEoRGTA, oN JANUARy 28, 1770.*

"For who hath despised the day of small things?"-Zech. iv. 10.

MuN, brethren, and fathers, at sundry times and in divers manners,
God spake to the fathers by the prophets, before he spake.to us in
these last days by his Son. And as God is a sovereign agent, and
his sacred Spirit bloweth when and where it listeth, surely he may
reveal and make known his will to his creatures, when, where, ancl
how he pleases; "and who shall say unto him, what doest thou?"
Indeed, this seems to be one reason, to display his soverengty, why
ne chose, before the canon of scripture was settled, to make known
his mind in such various methods, and to such a variety of his ser-
vants and messengers.

Hence it is, that we hear, he talked with Abraham as "a man
talketh with a friend." To Moses he spake "face to face." To others
by "dreams in the night," or by "visions" impressed strongly on
their imaginations.

This seems to be frequently the happy lot of the favourite evan-
gelical prophet Zechafiah: I call him evangelical prophet, because
his predictions, however they pointed at some approaching or
immediate event, ultimately terminated in Him who is the Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end, of all the lively oracles of
God. The chapter from which our text is selected, among many
other passages, is a striking proof of this: an angel, that had been
more than once sent to him on former occasions, appears again to
him, and by way of vision, and "waked him, (to use his own words)
os a man that is wakened out of his sleep." Prophets, and the
greatest servants of God, need waking sometimes out of their drowsy
frames.
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Methinks I see this man of God starting out pf his sleep, ancl
being all attention: the angel asked him, ,,What seest thouf" He
answers, "I have looked, and behold, a candlestick all of gokl,', an
embiem of the church of God, "with a bowl upon the top ol it, antl
seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, tvhiclt
were upon the top thereof;" implyin_r, that the church, however
reduced to the lowest ebb. should be preserved, be kept supplied,
and shining, through the invisible, (but not less real because invis-
ible) aid and operations of the blessed Spirit of God.

OCCASION OF THE MESSAGE

The occasion of such an extraordinary vision, if we compare this
passage with the second chapter of the prophecy of the prophet
Haggai, seems to be this: it was now near eighteen years since the
Jewish people had been delivered from their long and grievous Baby-
lonish capitivity; and being so long deprived of their temple and iis
worship, which fabric had been razed even to the ground, one
would have imagined, that immediately upon their return, they
should have postponed all private works, and with their united
strength have first set about rebuilding that once stately and magni-
ficent structure. But they, like too many Christians of a lukewarm
stamp, though all acknowledged that this church work was a neces-
sary work, yet put themselves and others off, with this godly
pretence, "the time is not come, the tirne that the Lord's house
should be built." The time is not come! What, not in eighteen years?
for so long had they now been returned from their state of bondage:
and pray, why has not the time come? The prophet Haggai tells
them; their whole time was so taken up in building for themselves
ceiled houses, that they had no time left to build an habitation for
their great and glorious benefactor, the mighty God of Jacob.

This ingratitude must not be passed by unpunished. Omniscience
observes, Omnipotence resents it! And that they might read their
sin in their punishment, as they thought it best to get rich, and secure
houses and lands and estates for themselves, before they set about
unnecessary church-work, the prophet tells them:

"You have sown much, but bring in little: ye eat, but ye have
not enough: ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink: ye
clothe you, but there is none warm: and he that earneth wages,
earneth wages to be put into a bag with holes."

Still he goes on thundering and lightening
"ye looked for much, and, lo it came to little; and when ye
brought it home, (pleased yourselves with your fine crops,) I
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did blow upon it: why? saith the Lord of hosts; because of
mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own
house"

A thundering sermon this! deliveretl not only to lhe c.ontnlon
people, but also unto, and in the presence of Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Josedech the
high-priest.
- 

The prophet's report is believed: and lhe arm of the Lorcl was
revealed. Zercubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, the son of
Josedech, (O happy times, when church and state are thus com-
bined!) with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the
Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet.', The spirit
of Zerubbabel, and of Joshua, and the spirits of all the remnant of
the people, were stirred up, and they immediately came, disregard-
ing, as it were, their own private buildings, "and did work in the
house of the Lord of hosts their God." For a while, they proceeded
with vigour; the foundation of the house is iaid, and the superstruc-
ture raised to some considerable height: but whether this fit of .hot
zeal soon cooled, as is too common, or the people were discouraged
by the false representations of their enemies, which perhaps met
with too favourable a reception at the court of Darius; it so
happened, that the hearts of the magistrates and ministers of the
people waxed faint; and an awful chasm intervened, between the
finishing and laying the foundation of this promising and glorious
work.

Upon this, another prophet, even Zechariah, (who with Haggai
had been joint-sufferer in the captivity,) is sent to lift up the hands
that hang down, to strengthen the feeble knees, and, by the fore-
going instructive vision, to reanimate Joshua and the people in
general, and the heart of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel in parti-
cular, maugre all discouragernents, either from inveterate enemies,
or from timid unstable friends, or all other obstacles whatsoever.
If Haggai thunders, Zechariah's message is as lightning.

"This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not
by might, nor by power, (not barely human power or policy,)
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts: Who art thou, O
great mountain? (thou Sanballat and thy associates, who have
been so long crying out, What mean these feeble Jews? how-
ever great, formidable, and seemingly insurmountable) before
Zerubbabel thou shalt (not only be lowered and rendered more
accessible, but) become a plain;

I
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thy very opposition shall, in the end, promote work, antl help t<t
expedite that very building, which thou intendest to put a stop to,
and destroy.

Ancl lest Zerubbabel, through unberief and outward opposition,
or for want of more bodily strength, should think this wourd bc
a work of time, and that he should not live to see it completed in
his days,

"The word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, The hands
of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this ho.i."; his hands
also shall finish it, and he shall bring forth the headstone there-
of with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it."

Grace! grace! unto it: a double acclamation, to shew, that out of
the abundance of their hearts, their mouths spake: and this with
shoutings and cryings from all quarters. Even their enemies should
see- the hand of providence of God in the beginning, continuance,
and ending of this seemingly improbable and impricticable work;
so that they should be constrained to cry, ..Grace unto jt;,, and wish
both the work and the builders much prosperity: but as for its
friends, they should be so transported with hearffelt ioy in reflection
upon the signal providences which had attended thim throush the
whole process, that they would shout and cry, .,Grace, gracJ unto
it": or, this is nothing but the Lord's doing; God prospei and bless
this work more and more, and make it a place whbre his free grace
and glory may be abundantly displayed.

Then by a beautiful and pungent sarcasm, turning to the insulting
enemies, he utters the spirited interro,uation in my text, ,,Who hath
deyiyd the day of small things?" Who are you, that vauntingly
said, What can these feeble Jews do, pretending to lay the founda-
tion of a house which they never will have money, or strength, or
power, to finish? Or who are you, O timorous, short-sightecl,
doubting, though well-meaning people who, through unbelieiwere
discouraged at the small beginings and feebleness of the attempt to
build a second temple? And, because you thought it could not Come
up to the magnificence of the first, therefore were discouraeed from
so much as beginning to build a second at all?

THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS
A close instructive question this; a question, implying, that when-

ever God intends to bring about any great things, he generally begins
with a day of small things.

As proof of this, I will not lead you so far back, as to the beein-
ning of time, when the everlasting "I AM" spake all things i-nto
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existence, by his almighty fiat;and out of a confused chaos, "without

form and void," produced a world worthy of a God to create, and
of his favourite creature man, his vicegerent and representative here
below, to inhabit, and enjoy in it both himself and his God. And
yet, though the heavens declare his glory, and the firmament sheweth
his handy work, thou_sh there is no speech nor language where their
voice is not heard, and their line is gone out through all the earth;
and by a dumb, yet persuasive language, proves the hand that made
them to be divine; yet there have been, and are now, such fools in
the world, as to "say in their hearts, There is no God;" or so wise,
as by their wisdom, not to know God, or own his divine image to
be stamped on that book, wherein these grand thin-rs are recorded,
and that in such legible characters, that he who runs may read.

Neither will I divert your attention, honoured fathers, to the
histories of Greece and Rome, or any of the great kingdoms and
renowned monarchies, which constitute so sreat a part of ancient
history; but whose beginnings were very small (witness Romulus's
ditch) their progress as remarkably great, and their declension and
downfall, when arrived at their appointed zenith, as sudden, unex-
pected, and marvellous. These make the chief subjects of the learn-
ing of our schools; though they make but a mean figure in sacred
history, and would not perhaps have been mentioned at all, had they
not been, in some measure, connected with the history of God's
people, which is the grand subject of that much despised book,
emphatically called, the Scriptures. Whoever has a mind to inform
himself of the one, may read Rollin's Ancient History; and whoever
would see the connection with the other, may consult the learned
Prideaux's admirable and judicious Connexion: books which, I
hope, will be strenously reccommended, and carefully studied, when
this present infant institution -sathers mo're strength, and grows up
into a seat of learning.

I can hardly forbear mentioning the small beginnings of Great
Britain, now so distinguished for liberty, opulence, and renown; and
the rise and rapid progress of the American colonies, which
promises to be one of the most opulent and powerful empires in
the world.

HISTORY OF THE JEWS

But my present views, and the honours done this infant institution
this day, and the words of my text, as well as the feelings of my own
heart, and f trust, of the hearts of all that hear me, lead me to
confine your meditations to the history of God's own peculiar
people, which for the simplicity and sublimity of its language, the

37

I

:

I

r "L"



38 The Gospel Magazine

veracity of its author, and the importance and wonders of the facts
therein recorded, if weighed in a proper balance, has not its equal
under the sun. And yet. though Coa irinrself has become un uoiho.
among us, we will not condescend to give his book one thorough
reading. Be astonished, O heavens. at this!

Who would have thought that from one, even from Abraham,
and from so small a beginning, as the emigration of a single private
family, called out of a land wholly given to idolatry, to be ioj6urners
and pilgrims in a strange land; who would have thought, thai a man,
who for a long season was written childless, a man whose first
possession in this strange land, was by purchasing a burying_place
for his wife, and in whose grave one might have imagined hJwould
have buried all future expectations; whb would have thought, that
from this very man and woman, according to the course of- nature,
both as good as dead, should descend a numerous offspring, like
unto the stars of heaven for multitude, and as the sand which is
upon the sea shore, innumerable? Nay, who would have imagined,
that against all probability, and in all human appearance impoJsible,
a kingdom should arise? Behold a poor captive slave, even-Joseph,
who was cruelly separated from his brethren, became second in
Pharoah's kingdom: he was sent before to work out a great deliv-
erance, and to introduce a family which should take root, deep root
downwards, and bear fruit upwards, and fill the land. Howtould
it enter into the heart of man to concieve, that when oppressed by
a king, who knew not Joseph, though they were the best, most loyai,
industrious subjects this king had, when an edict was issued forth
as impolitic as cruel, (since the safety and glory of all kingdoms
chiefly consist in the the number of its inhabitants,) that an outcast.
helpless infant should be taken, and bred up in all the learning
of the Egyptians, and in that very court from which, and by that
very tyrant from whom the edict came, and that the deliverer should
be nurtured to be king in Jeshurun?

But time as well as strength would fail me, were I to give you a
detail of all the important particulars respecting Godk peiuliar
people: as, their miraculous support in the wilderness, tha events
which took place while they were under a divine theocracy, and
cluring their settlement in Canaan, to thc time of their return from
Babylon, and from thence to the destruction of their second temple,
and by the Romans. Indeed, considering to whom T am speaking,
persons conversant in the sacred and profane history, l have men-
tioned these things only to stir up your nrincls by way of remem-
hrance.

3
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THE CHRISTIAN ERA
But if we descend from the Jewish to the Christian era, we shall

find, that its commencement was, in the eyes of the world, a "day

of small things" indeed. Our blessed Lord compares the beginning
of its progress in the world, to a grain of mustard-seed, which,
though the smallest of all seeds when sown, soori becomes a great
tree, and so spread, that the "birds of the air," or a multitude of
every nation, Ianguage, and tongue, came and lodged in its branch-
es: and its inward progress in the believer's heart, Christ likens to
a little leaven which a woman hid in three measures of meal. How
both the Jewish and Christian dispensations have been, and even
to this very day are despised, by the wise disputers of this world, on
this very account, is manifest to all who read the lively oracles with
a becoming attention. What ridicule, obloquy, and inveterate oppo-
sition Christianity meets with, in this our day, not only from open
deist, but from formal professors, is too evident to every truly pious
soul. And what opposition the kingdom of grace meets with in the
heart, is well known by all those who are experimentally acquainted
with their hearts: they know, to their sorrow, what the great apostle
of the Gentiles means, by "the Spirit striving against the flesh, and
the flesh against the Spirit."

But the sacred oracles, and the histories of all ages, acquaint us,
that God brings about the greatest things, not only by small and
unlikely means, but by ways and means directly opposite to the
carnal reasonings of unthinking men: he chooses things that be not,
to bring to nought those which are. How did Christianity spread
and flourish, by one who was despised and rejected of men, a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and who expired on a cross?
He was despised and rejected, not merely by the vulgar and illiterate,
but the rabbi's and masters of Israel, the scribes and Pharisees,
who by the Jewish churchmen were held too in so high a reputation
for their outward sanctity, that it became a common proverb, "If

only two went to heaven, the one would be a scribe, and the other
a Pharisee." Yet there were they who endeavoured to silence the
voice of all his miracles. and heavenlv doctrine. with. "Is not this
the carpenter's son?" Nay, "He is matl, why hear you him? He
hath the devil, and casteth out devils by Beelzebub the prince of
the deVils."

And their despite not only followed him to, but after his death,
and when in his grave: "We remember (said they) that this deceiver
said, After three days T will rise again; command therefore that
the sepulchre be made sure: " but maugre all your impotent pre-
cautiohs, in sealing the stone and setting a watch, he burst the bars
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9! death asunder, and, according to his repeated predictions. p.ffia
himself to be the Son ot Goa with po*ir, by rising the third d;t
from the dead. And afterwards, in-presence of g[at multituJeJ,
w-as he received up into glory; as a prbof thereof, he sent clown the
Holy Ghost, (on the mission of whom'he pawned all his credit with
his disciples,) in such an instantaneous manner, as, one would
imagine, should have forced and compelled all who saw it to own.
that this was indeed the fin_eer of Got.

And yet how was this grand transaction treated? with the utmost
contempt: when instantaneously the apostles commenced orators
and linguists, and with a divine profusi,on spake of the wonderful
things of God;; "These men (said some) are full of new wine."
And yet these men, mean fishermen, illiterate men, idiots, in the
opinion of the scribes and Pharisees, ancl notwithstandinc all the
opposition of earth and hell, and that too only by the fo6lishness
of preaching did this grain of mustard-seed grow up, till thousands,
ten thousands of thousands, a multitude which no man can number.
out of every nation, language, and people, came and lodged under
the branches of it.-Neither shall it rest here; whatever dark paren-
thesis may intervene, we are assured, that being still watered 

^by 
the

same divine hand, it shall take deeper and deeper root downward,
and bear more and more fruit upward, till the whole earth be fillecl
with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Who
shall live when God doth this? Hasten, O Lord, that blessed time!
O let this thy kingdom come! come, not onty by the external
preaching of the gospel in the world, but by its renovating, heart-
renewing, soul-transforming power, to awaken sinners! For want
of this, alas! alas! though we understood all mysteries, could speak
with the tongues of men and angels, we shoulcl be only like souncl-
ing brass, or so many tinkling cymbals.

TIIE NEW BIRTH
And yet, what "a day of small things" is the first implantation

of the seed of divine life in the soul of man? Well might our Lord,
who alone is the author and finisher of our faith, compare it to a
Iittle leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, till the whole was leavened. Low similes, mean comparisons
these, in the eyes of those, who having eyes, see not; who having
ears, hear not; whose heart, being waxed gross, cannot, will noi
understand! To such, it is despicable, mysterious, ancl unintelligible
in its description; and, if possible, infinitely more so, when made
eftectual by the power of God to the salvation of any individual
soul. For the wisdom of God will always be foolishness to
natural men. As it was formerly, so it is now: they who are born

;
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after the flesh, will persecute those that are born after the Spirit;
the disciple must be as his Master: they that will live godly in him,
they that live most godly in him, must, shall suffer persecution.

This is so interwoven in the very nature and existence of the
gospel, that our Lord makes it one part of the beatitudes, in that
blessed sermon which he preached, when, to use the words of my
old familiar friend, the seraphic Hervey, "a mount was his pulpii,
and the heavens his sounding board." A part, which, like bthirs
of the same nature, I believe, will be little relished by such who are
always clamouring against those few highly favoured souls who
dare stand up and preach the doctrine of justification by faitlt aktne
in the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ, and are reproached
with not preaching, like their Master, ntorality, as they tdrm it, in
his glorious sermon on the mount: for did we more preach and
more live it, we should soon find all manner of evil would be spoken
against us for Christ's sake.

But shall this hinder the progress, the growth, and consummation?
and shall the Christian therefore be clismayed and discouragcd?
God forbid! On the contrary, the weakest believer may, and ought,
to rejoice and be exceeding glad. And why? for a very good reason;
because, he tlrut hath begun the good work, hath engaged also to
finislt it; though Christ found him as black as hell, he shall present
him, and every individual purchased with his blood, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, before the Divine presence. O glorious
prospect! how will the saints triumph, and the sons of God then
shout for joy?

lf they shouted when Cod said, "Let there be light, and there was
light;" and if there is joy in heaven over one sinner only that
repenteth, how will the heavenly arches echo and rebound with
praise, when all the redeemed of the Lord shall appear together,
and the Son of God shall say, "Of all those that thou lrust given me,
I have lost nothing." On the contrary, what weeping, wailing, and
gnashing of teeth, will there be, not only amongst the devil and his
angels, but amongst the fearful and unbelieving, when they see that
all the hellish temptations and devices, instead of destroying, were
over-ruled to the furtherance of the gospel in general, and to the
increase and growth of grace in every individual believer in parti-
cular. And how will despisers then behold, and wonder, and perish,
when they shall be obliged to say, "We fools counted their lives
madness, and their end to be without honour, but how are they
numbered among the children of God, and how happy is their lot
among the saints! "

I
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RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE COLONY AND THE
ORPHAN HOUSE

But whither am I going! Pardon me, my dear hearers, if you
think this to be a digression from my main point. lt is true, whilst
I am musing, the fire begins to kindle: I am flying, but not so high,
I trust, as to lose sight of my main subject. And yet, after medita-
ting and talking of the rise and progress of the gospel of the king-
dom, I shall find it somewhat difficult to descend so low, as to
entertain you with the small beginnings of this infant colony, and
of the orphan-house, in which I am now preaching. But I should
judge myself inexcusable on this occasion, if I did not detain you a
little longer in taking a transient view of the traces of divine provi-
dence, in the rise and progress of the colony in general, and the
institution of this orphan-house in particular. Children yet unborn,
I trust, will have occasion to bless God for both.-The very design
of this settlement, as charity inclines us to hope all things, was, that
it might be an asylum, and a place of business, for as many as were
in distress; for foreigners as well as natives; for Jews and Gentiles.

On February lst, a day, the memory of which, I think, should
still be perpetuated, the first enrbarkation was made with forty-five
English families; men, who had once lived well in their native
country, and who, with many persecuted Saltzburgers, headed by a
good old soldier of Jesus, lately deceased, the Rev. Mr. Boltzius,
came to find a refuge here. They came, they saw, they laboured,
and endeavoured to settie; but by an essential, though well-meant
defect, in the very beginning of the settlement, too well known by
some now present, and too long, and too much felt to bear repeat-
ing, prohibiting the importation and use of negroes, etc. their
numbers gradually diminished, and matters were brought to so .low
an ebb, that the whole colony became a proverb of reproach.

About this time, in the year 1737, being previously stirred up
thereto by a strong impulse, which I could by no means resist, I
came here, after the example of my worthy and reverend friends,
Messieurs John and Charles Wesley, and Mr. Ingham, who, with
the most disinterested views, had come hither to serve the colony,
by endeavouring to convert the Indians. I came rejoicing to serve
the colony also, and to become your willing servant for Christ's
sake. My friend and father, good Bishop Benson, encouraged me,
though my brethren and kinsmen after the flesh, as well as religious
friends, opposed it. I came, and I saw (you will not be offended
with me to speak the truth) the nakedness of the land. Gladly did
I distribute about the four hundred pounds sterling, which I had
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collected in England among my poor parishioners. The necessity
and propriety of erecting an orphan-house was mentioned and
recommended before my first embarkation. But thinking it a matter
9f loo great importance to be set about unwarily, I Jeferred the
farther prosecution of this laudable design till rny ietutn to England
in the year 1738, for to have priest's orders.

Miserable was the condition of many grown persons, as well as
children, whom I left behind. Their cause r encleavoured to plead,
immediately upon my arrival; but being denied the churctris, in
which I had the year before collected many hundreds for the London
charity'schools, I endeavoured to plead their cause in the fields.
The people threw in their mites most willingly; once or twice, I
think, twenty-two pounds were collectecl in copper; the alms were
accompanied with many prayers, and which, as I told them, Iaid,
I am persuaded, a blessed foundation to the future charitable super-
structure. In a short time, though plucked as it were out of the
fire, the collections and charitable contributions amountecl to more
than a thousand pounds sterling.

FOUNDATION OF THE ORPHAN HOUSE
With that I re-embarked, taking Philadelphia in my way, and

upon my second arrival, found the spot fixed upon; but alas! who
can describe the low estate to which it was reduced! the whole
country almost was left desolate, and the metropolis, Savannah, was
but like a cottage in a vineyard, or as a lodge in a garden of cucum-
bers. Many orphans, whose parents had been taken from them
by the distress that naturally attend new settlements, were disperseo
here and there in a very forlorn helpless condition; my 6owels
yearned towards them, and, animated by the example of the great
professor Franck, previous to bringing them here, I hired a house,
furnished an infirmary, employed all that were capable of employ-
ment, and in a few weeks walked to the house of God with a larse
family of above sixty orphans, and others in as bad a conditio-n.

On March 25th,1740, in full assurance of faith, I laid the founda.
tion of this house, and in the year following brought in my orphan
family, who, with the workmen, now made up the number of one
hundred and fifty: by the money which was expended on these,
the remaining few were kept in the colony, and were enabled to
pay the debts they owed; so that in a representation made to the
House of Commons, by some, who for very good reasons wanted the
constitution of the colony altered; they declared, that the very
existence of the colony was in a great measure, if not totally owing
to the building and supporting of the orphan-house.

Finding the care of such a family, incompatible with the care due
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to a parish, upon givjng previous warning to the then trustees, I
gave up the living of Savannah, which without fee or reward I had
voluntarily taken upon me: I then ranged through the northern
colonies, and afterwards once more returned home. What calumnv.
what loads of reproach, I for many years was called to undergo, in
thus turning beggar for a family, few here present neecl io be
informed; a family utterly unconnected by any ties of nature; a
family, not only to be maintained with food, but clothecl and eclu-
cated also, and that too in the dearest part of his majesty's domin-
ions, on a pine-barren, and in a colony where the use of negroes
was totally denied; this appeared so very improbable, that all
beholders looked daily for its decline and annihilation.

But, blessed be God, the building advanced and flourished, and
the wished-for period is now come; after having supported the
family for thirty-two years, by a change of constitution and the
smiles of the government, with liberal donations from the northern,
and especially the adjacent provinces, the same hands that laid the
founclation, are called to {inish it, by making an addition of a seat
of learning, the whole products and profits of which are to go to-
wards the increase of the fund, as at the beginning, for destitute
orphans, or such youths as may be called of God to the sacred
ministry of his gospel. I need no call on any here, to cry, "Grace,
grace, unto it." For on the utmost scrutiny of the intention of those
employed, and considering the various exercises they have been
called to undergo, and the opposition the building hath every
where met with, we may justly say, "Not by might rtor power, but
hy tlty Spirit, O Lord," hath this work been carried on thus far;
it is his doing, let it be marvellous in our eyes. With humble grati-
tude therefore, would we now set up our Ebenezer, and say,"Hitlrcrto thou, Lord, hast helped us; and wherefore should we
doubt, but that he, who hath thus far helped, will continue to help,
when the weary heads of the first founders, and present helpers,
are laid in the silent grave?

I am very well aware what an invidious task it must be to a person
in my circumstances, thus to speak on an affair in which he hath
been so much concerned. Some may perhaps think, I am become
a fool in thus glorying. But as I am now, blessed be God, in the
decline of life, and as, in all probability, I shall never be present to
celebrate another anniversary,* I thought it best to be a little more
explicit, that if I have spoken any thing but truth, I may be confront-
ed; and if not, that future ages, and future successors, may see with
ytrt " p"dty rf trt"^,t"r :th"!:".t"". trt.rp".;tlm

*He died eight months later (Sept. 30, 1770), aged 55.
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vidence, the work was begun, and hath been carried on to its
present height. It was the reading of a like account, written by the
late professor Franck, that encouraged me; who knows but here-
after, the reading something of a similar nature, ntay encourage
others to begin and carry on work elsewhere?

I have said its present height, for I would humbly hope, that this
is comparatively speaking, only a "day of snnll things," only the
dawn of brighter scenes. Private geniuses and individuals, as well
as collective bodies, have, like the human body, the nonage, puerile,
juvenile estate, before they arrive at their zenith;. and their lives as
gradually decline. But yet I would hope, that both the province, and
Bethesda, are but in the peurile or juvenile state. And long, long
may they increase, and make large strides, till they arrive at a
glorious zenith! I mean not merely in trade, merchandise, and
opulence, (though I would be far from secluding them from the
province, and would be thankful for the advances it hath already
made,) but a zenith of glorious gospel blessings, without which, all
outward emoluments are less than nothing, or as the small dust of
the balance: "For what shalL it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul."

Who can imagine, that the prophet Zechariah would be sent to
strengthen the hands of Zerubbabel, in building and laying the
foundation of the temple, if that was not to be frequented with wor-
shippers that worshipped the Father in spirit and in truth? The
most gaudy fabrics, stately temples, new-moon sabbaths, and solemn
assemblies are only solemn mockeries God cannot away with. This,
God hath shewn by the destruction of both the first and second
temples. What is become of the seven churches of Asia? How are
all their golden candlesticks overthrown? "God is a spirit, and
they who worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."
And no longer do I expect that this house will flourish, than when
the power of religion is encouraged and promoted, and the persons
educated here, prosecute their studies, not only to be great scholars,
be good saints.

Blessed be God! t "i;WTi,ffi[":f"' Franck, that it is in a
great measure owing to the disinterested spirit of my first fellow-
helpers, as well as those who are now employed, that the building
hath reached its present height. This I am bound to speak, not only
in honour to those who are now with God, but those at present
before me.

Nor dare I conclude, without offering to Your Excellency our
pepper corn of acknowledgment for the countenance you have
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always shewn Betheda's institution, and the honour vou did us last
year, in laying the first_brick of yonder wings: in tLus doing, you
have honoured Bethesda's God. May he rong deright to h"onour
you here on earth! and after a life spent to-his giory and your
country's-go4,-uy he honour you to all eternity, in placing you ut
Christ's right hand in the kingdom above!

Next to your Excellency, my dear Mr. president, I must bee
your acceptance both of thanks and congratulation on the annua-l
return of this festival: for you were not onry my dear familiar friend,
and first fellow-traveller in this infant province; but you were
directed by Providence to this spot, laid the second briik of this
house, watched, prayed, and wrought for the family's good: A
witness of innumerable trials, partner of my joys and grlefs; you
will have now the pleasure of seeing the orphin-house a fruitful
bough, its branches running over the wall. For this, no doubt, God
hath smiled upon and blessed you, in a manner we could not expect.
much less design; and may he continue to bless you with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus! Look to ttie rock
from whence you have been hewn, and may your children never be
ashamed, that their father left his native country, and married a
real Christian, born again under this roof. May Bethesda's God
grant this may be the happy portion of our children's childrenl

FINAL WORDS CONCERNING THE ORPHAN HOUSE
Gentlemen of his majesty's council:-Mr. Speaker, and you

members of the General Assembly, many thanks are owing to you,
for your late address to his Excellency in favour of Bethesda. your
joint recommendation of it, when I was last here, which, though
in some measure, through the bigotry of some, for the present is
rendered abortive, by their wanting to have it confined to a party,
yet I trust the event will prove that every thing shall be overruled
to the furtherance of the work. Here I repeat, what I have often
declared, that as far as lies in my power, before and after my
decease, Bethesda shall always be on a broad bottom. All denomina-
tions have freely given; all denominations, all the continent, God
being my helper, shall receive benefit from it. May Bethesda's God
bless you all, in your private as well as public capacity! and as you
are honoured to be the representative of a now flourishing increas-
ing peciple, may you be directed in all your ways! Miy truth,
justice, religion, and piety, be established amon_est you through all
generations!

Lastly, My reverend brethren, and you inhabitants of the colony,
accept unfeigned thanks for the honour done me, in letting us see
you at Bethesda this day. You, sir, for the sermon preached here

F
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last year. Tell it in Germany, tell my great good friend, professor
Franck, that Bethesda's God, is a God whose mercy endureth for
ever. O let us have your earnest prayers! encourage your people
not to despise "the day of small things." What has God wrought!
From its infancy, this colony has been blessed with many faithful
gospel ministers: O that this may be a nursery to many more!
This has been the case of the New England college for almost a
century, and why not the orphan-house academy at Georgia.

Men, brethren, fathers, as many of you, whether inhabitants or
strangers, who have honoured this day with your presence, give
us the additional blessings of your prayers. And O that Bethesda's
God may make this day, though but a day of small things, produc-
tive of great things to the souls of all amongst whom I have been
now preaching the kingdom of God.

A great and good day will it be indeed, if Jesus Christ, our great
Zerubbabel, should, by the power of the eternal Spirit, bless any
thing that has now been said, to cause every mountain of difficulty
that lies in the way of your conversion, to become a plain. And
what art thou, O great mountain, whether the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eye, or the pride of life, sin or self-righteousness? Before
our Bethesda's God, thou shalt become a plain.

Brethren, my heart is enlarged towards you: it is written, blessed
by God that it is written, "In the name of Jesus every knee sltall
bow, whether things in heaven, or things in earth, or things under
the earth." O that we may be made a willing people in the day of
his power! Look, look unto him, all ye that are placed in these
ends of the earth. This house has often been a house of God, a gate
of heaven, to some of your fathers. May it be a house of God, a gate
of heaven, to the children also! Come unto him, all ye that are
weary and heavy laden, he will give you rest; rest from the guilt,
rest from the power, rest from the punishment, of sin; rest from the
fear of divine judgments here, rest with himself eternally hereafter.
Fear not, though the beginnings are but small, Christ will not
despise the day of small things. A bruised reed will he not break,
and the smoking flax will he not quench, until he bring forth judg-
ment unto victory. His hands that laid the foundation, also shall
finish it: yet a little while, and the top-stone shall be brought forth
with shouting, and men and angels join in crying, "Gracel grace!
unto it." That all present may be in this happy number, may God
of his infinite mercy grant, through Jesus our Lord.
Jan.28. 1770. Groncs Wnnsnrnro.
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CURRENT TOPICS

A VOICE FROM STORNOWAY
The SrnuoNS AND Mr:nrrarroNs of the late Rev. James A.

Tallach.(S-tor19way) have just (November 1962) been garhered up
and published by his widow, Mrs. Elizabeth A Tallach, from whom
the book, with photo, can be obtained: Mrs. Elizabeth Tallach,
Ashlynn, Craig Road, Dingwall (3/6, postage 6d.).

In a Foreword Mrs. Tallach says that they are representative of
Mr. Tallach's labours in Winnipeg, London, Kames and Stornoway.
She describes them as "a gathering up of the fragments thit
remain." They have mostly been gleaned from the pages of The
F'ree Presbytericut Magaz.ine. We include (by kind permission)"Pilgrim Papers" one of Mr. Tallach's Meditations. .Who hath
despised the day of small things?"

The book (110 pages) is nicely printed. It contains ten Sermons,
eight Meditations. There is a brief but helpful memoir of Mr.
Tallach by Dr. H. Giles of Stornoway.

f,ondon friends will know Mr. Tallach's brother. Dr. Tallach of
Dulwich Village.

S.B.M. lOlst YEAR
"God in His sovereign love has set before us many open doors,

there are 101 openings for us in this 101st year in the glorious
service of the King"-so writes Pastor P. H. Crees in " l0l Openings
and Needs" , the l0lst Annual Report of the Strict Baptist Mission,
to whom India and Malaya are still open doors for the Gospel.

As more schools are opened by the Government, more boys and
girls become able to read, and there is "a priceless opportunity to
reach them with Christian. literature which is seldom refused."

PROBLEMS
There are many problems for national pastors, who need much

prayer. A Tamil political party vi_uorously preaches atheism. .'An
eleven year old elementary school boy assured me that Jesus was
only a legendary character and that the Bible was full of myths"-
he was using arguments of the political group.

The Report (70 pages) is full of informing reading. It can be
obtained (price one shilling) from S.B.M. Mission House, 6l Break-
spears Road. Brockley, London, S.E.4.


