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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-.,z CORIsrHIANs i. 4.

THE HAPPY MAN.

" Blessed is everyone that feareth the LORD; that walketh in
His ways. For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands:
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee."-PsALM

. cxxviii. 1, 2.

THE word" blessed" means happy. It is the same word as that
which is translated " blessed" in the first Psalm. "Blessed is
the man that walketh not in the counsel of the migodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful." Such a man's " delight is in the law of the LORD;
and ,in His law doth he meditate day and night." He reads
his Bible every day and meditates on its teachings. Such a
man is like a tree " that bringeth forth his fruit in his season;
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper" (Ps. i. 1-3).

The same word occurs in Psalm ii. 12. "Blessed (or happy)
are all they that put their trust in Him," i.e., in CHRIST, the
SON of the living GOD. Such a man is assured that his sins are
forgiven. "Blessed (or happy) is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed (or happy) is the man
unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity" (Ps. xxxii. 1, 2).

At this season of the year we wish one another" a happy new
year." The Bible alone tells us who are the happy ones. The
year which will have passed when this issue of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE reaches our readers, has been a year of terrible war
a war which has affected all the nations of the earth. It has
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brought sorrow and suffering to millions. Yet amid all the
. manifold trials of the war GOD'S people are truly happy, though

they feel the sorrows of the war as keenly as others. The only
truly happy. man is. one who fears tlie LOF\E>, and walks in
His ways.

" Happy the men that fear the LORD;
They from the paths of sin depart;

Rejoice and tremble at His Word,
And hide it deep within their heart.

"They in His mercy hope, through grace;
Revere His judgments, not contemn.

In pleasing Him their pleasure's placed,
And His delight is placed in them."

(Hart.)

The one hundred and twenty-eighth Psalm brings to our
notice three things about the man who is prq,nounced happy.
First, it speaks of his characteristics; secondly, it speaks of
the source of his blessings; thirdly, it speaks of the nature of
his blessings.

1. Let us notice first the characteristics of the man who is truly
blessed or happy.

In the first place, the man who is truly happy is the man who
feareth the LORD. He reverences His Name and His Word. This
is not a natural characteristic of men and women. No man fears
the LORD of Himself. His spiritual condition by nature is such
that he is both incapable and indisposed to fear Him. The
Apostle definitely declares of unconverted men that, "there is
no fear of GOD before their eyes" (Rom. iii. 18).

If we see a man walking in the fear of the LORD, we may be
sure that he is the subject of Divine grace. The HOLY GHOST
has been operating within him, and has imparted to him a new
heart and a new spirit. The old heart is desperately wicked
and you cannot bring a clean thing out of an unclean.

The fear of the LORD is a Divine blessing. GOD says of His.
people-the literal and. the spiritual Israel-" I will give them
one heart, and one way, that they may fear Me for ever, for the
good of them, and of their children after them. And I will
make an everlasting Covenant with them, that I will not turn
away from them, to do them good; but I will put My fear in
their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me " (Jer. xxxii. 39, 40).
It is not said here that men give their hearts to GOD, but that GOD
gives them a heart to fear Him. It is not said that they decided
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to fear the LORD, but that He put His fear into their hearts.
They are born from above, and they owe the mighty change
which has taken place in them to Divine action, to a power
ol(tside themselves.

This fear of the LORD is a mark of real Christians. Of such it
is said that they walked "in the fear of the LORD, and in the
comfort of the HOLY GHOST " (A~ts ix. 31). CHRIST was precious
to them. They relied on His blood and righteousness. Through
faith in Him they were justified and forgiven. Hence they were
blessed. They were happy, and only such people are really and
permanently happy.

Then the man who is happy is one who walks in the ways of
the LORD. He delights greatly in GOD'S commandments.
" Blessed is the man ... that delights greatly in His command_
ments." He walks "in the law of the LORD" (Ps. cxii. 1;
cxix. 1). He does not earn heaven by his obedience, but his
obedience shows he is in the way to heaven. It proves he is a
believer in CHRIST, that he has been regenerated by the HOLY
GHOST, and that as a resul~ of the SPIIUT'S indwelling he brings
forth the fruit of the SPIRIT. Walking in the ways of sin brings
unhappiness and sorrow. Walking in the ways of the LORD
brings blessedness.

Such a man worships the only living and true GOD. He
reverences His Name and His day. He honours parental and all
human authority. He loves his neighbour, and hence he seeks
to be fully obedient to the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and
tenth commandments of the decalogue. He knows that "sin
is the transgression of the law" and as a believer his constant
aim is to avoid sin and to cleave only to that which is good.
Thus he s~eks to walk circumspectly, to walk in love and to walk
worthy 01 the vocation wherewith he is called.

How much the LORD'S people need to manifest by practical
holiness that they are amongst the elect and called people of
GOD. How much we need. in this terribly solemn time to listen
to His voice, to profit by His chastening hand, and so to walk
that those around us may have no doubt about the reality of
our call by grace. How much we need to " search and try our
ways, and turn again to the LORD" (Lam. iii. 40).

" Come out from among them, and be ye separate saith the
LORD, and touch not the unclean thing" (2 Cor. vi. 17). Is
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there not room for a more thorough renunciation of the world,
the flesh, and the devil on the part of GOD'S true people? "If
any man love the world, the love of the FATHER is not in him"

, (1 John ii. 15). The flesh is to be continually resisted for in it
dwelleth no good thing. The devil is the enemy of GOD and of
His people, and no quarter should ever be given to him.

2. But think of the source of !his man's blessedness.
It is not human in its origin. He does not look to man for

blessing. A Christian man may pray for blessing to descend
upon another member of the LORD'S family, but he cannot
impart blessing himself. There are those in high places in the
profes~ingChurch who talk of giving to other people their blessing,
but all blessing comes from GOD. Our Psalm says, " The LORD

shall bless thee out of Zion " (Ps. cxxviii. 5). He it is Who blesses
His people "with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
CHRIST" (Eph. i. 3).

He is the source of all temporal blessings. "He giveth to all
life, and breath and all things" (Acts xvii. 25).

The man who fears the LORD. may be more or less rejected
by the world, but he cannot be excluded from the blessing of
the LORD. "Blessings .are upon the head of the just"; "A
faithful man shall abound with blessings" (Prov. x. 6; }Lxviii. 20).
" Thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt Tholl
compass him as with a shield" (Ps. v. 12). "The curse of the
LORD is in the house of the wicked; but He blesseth the habita
tion of the just" (Prov. iii. 33). Wars, famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes cannot shut out Divine blessings from the LORD'S

people. They cannot shut them off from the fulfilment of His
promises. At all times " He abideth faithful."

"Blessings abound where'er He reigns,
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blessed."

3. But now, think of the nature of the godly man's blessings.
The Psalmist says, " He shall eat the labour of his hands."
One of the curses pronounced upon the people of Israel for

their sins was that they would not enjoy the fruit of their labours.
" The fruit of thy land, and all thy labour~, shall a nation which
thou knowest not eat up." "Thou shall plant vineyards, and
dress them, but shalt neither drink of the wine, nor gather the
grapes; for the worms shall eat them" (Deut. xxviii. 33, 39).
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This is one of the judgments which GOD visits upon nations
and individuals who walk not in His ways, but in the ways of
sin. This is one of the ways in which GOD is judging the nations
under the he.el of Germany. The Germans are taking from them
the fruit of their labours. Germany is guilty of great sin in her
conduct, but GOD uses wicked rulers to chastise others for their
sins. When GOD'S ancient people are brought into the enjoy
ment of the spiritual and temporal blessings which He has pro
mised them at a future date, then, "They shall build houses,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards and eat the
fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they
shall not plant, and another eat; for as the days of a tree are
the days of My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work
of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth
for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD,
and their offspring with them" (Isa. lxv. 21-23).

Thus the man who fears the LORD and walks in His ways will
prosper in temporal things. There are, of course, degrees' of
prosperity, but every man who fears the LORD and makes it
his supreme and constant aim by Divine grace to walk in the
ways of righteousness and holiness will more or less prosper.
Happy shall he be, and it shall be well with him. "Say ye to
the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat
the fruit of their doings." On the other hand, " Woe unto the
wicked! it shall be ill with him" (Isa. iii. 10, 11). Solomon
says, " Surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear
GOD, .which fear before Him: but it shall not be well with the
wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow;
because he feareth not GOD" (Eccles. viii. 12, 13).

Those who fear GOD have their trials, but all things work
(together for their good.

We may be perfectly sure that if we see a man or woman,
young or old, walking in the ways of sin, disaster is sure to come
unless GOD in His mercy. displays on such a one His grace and
mercy. On the other hand, blessing is sure to be experienced by
the one who wholeheartedly fears and serves the LORD.

The Psalmist further says of this man, " Thy wife shall be as
the fruitful vine . . . thy children like olive plants round about
thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that
feareth the LORD" (verses 3, 4).
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The man shall be blessed in his family. Presumably the man
who fears the LORD will, as a result, marry only" in the LORD."

His wife will also be one who fears the LORD and walks in f,lis
ways. Both of them will be the objects or" GOD'S love and care.
Under the influence of GOD'S precepts, given in His holy Word,
such parents will train up their children in the way they should
go. They will exercise firm though kind Christian discipline.
They will bring up their children to honour the Word of GOD

and to honour His day. They will put the spiritual well-being
of their children in the foreground and they will avoid everything
in their training of their children that would militate against
their spiritual and eternal welfare. Their children's spiritual as
well as temporal well-being will be their constant prayer. In a
word, such parents will realize their own personal responsibility
in regard to the training of their children.

The head of such a household is assured that he would be
blessed in his family. His family will flourish as the fruitful vine
and as the olive plants.

There can be no doubt that too often the upbringing of children
is largely delegated to others and there is a sad lack of discipline
in the home, with the result that sad, very sad things must be
recorded, even of children belonging to godly parents. No
parent, of course, can give to his children a new heart and a
new spirit, but he can use the means. It is to the parent that the
Prophet Moses says, " These words, which I command thee this
day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and thou shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when th_ou risest up" (Deut. vi. 6, 7).

It is to the head of the house that GOD says, "The seventh
day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy GOD: in it thou shalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man
servant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger
that is within thy gates" (Exod. xx. 10). The godly parent is
responsible to see to it that his children, his servants, his cattle,
and his guests observe the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

There is a growing tendency to relieve parents of their responsi
bility to feed their· children, and to see. to their education.
Compulsory attendan~e at school ought not to be necessary if
parents realized their own responsibility. Now it is being
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recommended that parents should be relieved of the responsibility
of giving to their cQildren a nourishing mid-day meal. The godly
parent, at any rate, needs to beware of delegating unduly his
responsibility as a parent to others.

The man who fears the LORD will regulate his own life, and
that of his household by the teaching of the Word of GOD, and
when he does so he will prosper in his family. Moreover, such a
man will often be blessed with long life, so that he " shall see his
children's children" (verse 6; see also Gen. I. 22, 23).

Thus, " Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come" (1 Tim. iv. 8).

How happy indeed is the man who feareth the LORD and
walketh fully in His ways.

May all our readers be amongst the company of those who fear
the LORD and who think upon His Nam~.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR.
(Thomas Houghton).

B.B.C. SUNDAY PROGRAMMES.

THE RB.C., we regret to report, has become since the outbreak
of war, one of the most powerful forces at work in our midst
for promoting the "Modern Sunday." The non-stop Services
Programmes inaugurated on New Year's Sunday, 1940, is the
most downgrade radio innovation since broadcasting was intro
duced into this country.

These new \Sunday programmes have included murder trials,
detective stories, novel reading, tangos, waltzes, stage plays,
musical comedies, variety turns,_ football match reports, and so
on. To us it seems pathetic that men face to face with the
realities of eternity should be regaled with dance music, variety,
cabaret, sporting items, and other inanities, during the hallowed
hours of each Lord's Day. Your Society has protested during the
year again and again, and will continue to protest, against this ~
latest Sunday policy.

The -B.B.C. in their answer to our protest, attempted to excuse
what they describe as the provision of " lighter types of entertain
ment on Sunday." In the interests of the nation, however, we
implore the RB.C. to call a halt in this deplorable continentalizing
of the Christian Sunday in Britain's radio broadcasts.-Lord's
Day Observance Society's Year Book for 1941.
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THE SAVAGERY OF REPRISALS.

" The imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth."-
GENESIS viii. 21.

The Times in a leading article on Oct. 27th last, referring to
the German authorities in Occupied France, says, " The occupy
ing authorities at Nantes and Bordeaux have shot, and are
continuing to shoot, Frenchmen in batches of fifty by way of
punishment for acts in which their complicity is neither alleged
nor suspected. This is frightfulness in its most naked and
bestial form." A prominent article in the same issue of The
Times develops this German method of savagery. It says, " In
May the German military authority in Belgrade announced that
one hundred Serbs drawn from all social strata had been shot for
the mere wounding of one German soldier, and that this standard
of reprisal would be maintained. In France the latest penalty I

is fifty hostages for every day until the culprit is captured.

REPRISALS AGAINST TOWNS.

" Similarly reprisals may be taken against a single town. Last
Christmas Day, because a bandit shot a German policeman in a
public house near Warsaw, a hundred of the local inhabitants
were rounded up and later shot."

The same article says: "Last March, when a young student
of Warsaw, called Kot, shot two German policemen while escaping
from the Gestapo, it was simple Nazi justice that 300 of his
relatives and distant friends should be collected al\d shot. ...
In April, 1940, a Polish engineer who had helped the Germans
was found shot at Starzysko. To avenge his death, 300 of his
fellow-workers in the munition factory were machine-gunned in
a forest."

These savage acts illustrate what reprisals mean, and suggest
that if all countries engaged in them the ultimate issue would
be the extinction of the human race. Moreover, they illustrate
the awful depravity of the human heart, and the awful wicked
ness of that "spirit 'that now worketh in the children of dis
obedience" (Eph. ii. 2).
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Now, in this so-called enlightened and civilized age, it is being
demonstrated that education and civilization do not change the
human heart which is " deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). "The imagination of man's heart is
evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 21). God said this after the
awful visitation of the flood. The imagination of the natural
hearts of the eight survivors of the flood was still evil. "The
carnal mind is enmity against God: and is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.. So then they that are in
the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). In other words,
the flesh, the evil nature within us, is incapable of being altered
in its evil character.

The possessors of this evil nature may be educated and refined.
They may be charming in their manners. They may in many
ways commend themselves to those around them. Yet all the
time their evil nature is not subject to God's law. It is enmity
against Him. It" cannot please God." It may please men,
but it " cannot please God." What the natural human heart is
capable of doing is clearly taught by the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He says, " Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
l;Ilurders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphem
ies" (Matt. xv. 19). Here, .dear readers, is a Divine declaration of
~he character of our natural hearts. They are capable of murder
ous thoughts, adulterous thoughts, dishonest thoughts, lying
thoughts, blasphemous thoughts.

This evil nature remains in us, even though we have been
regenerated by the Holy Ghost, and are, through infinite grace,
possessed of new hearts, and even though God in rich mercy
has put His Spirit within us to c.:ause us to walk in His statutes,
and to keep and do His judgments (see Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27).
It is to us who are regenerated that thg Apostle says, "The
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot
do the things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17).

It is true that by walking under the powerful influence of the
Spir~t we are enabled in a measurable degree to resist the flesh,
and to refrain from fulfilling its lusts. All the same, the flesh
is always there in its unchanged and evil character. It is " of
its own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always
against the Spirit, and therefore in every person born into this
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woriii, it deserveth· God's wrath and damnation. And this
infection of nature doth remain, yea in them that are regenerate"
(Article IX).

Do we not realize this in our experience? Must we not confess
that the vilest thoughts come up unbidden into our minds at
times, and that only the mighty power of God can keep us,
and save us from the power of the world, the flesh, and the
devil. We remember reading of John Bradford, the martyr,
that when he saw a man being led to be executed, he exclaimed,
" There goes John Bradford but for the grace of God." Yes,
indeed we are ever and always " debtors to mercy alone." If
we are numbered amongst the Lord's saved family it is due
entirely and without any qualification to the grace of God .

.. Oh, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I'm constrained to be.
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee..

.. Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it,
Seal it from Thy courts above."

Returning to the subject of reprisals, we note that III refer
ence to them,

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

says, " The practice of executing scores of innocent hostages in
reprisal for isolated attacks on Germans in countries temporarily
under the Nazi heel revolts a world already inured to suffering
and brutality. Civilized peoples long ago adopted the basic
principle that no man should be punished for the deed of another.
Unable to apprehend the persons involved in these attacks, the
Nazis characteristically slaughter fifty or a hundred innocent
persons.... These are acts of desperate men who know in
their hearts that they cannot win. Frightfulness can never bring
peace to Europe. It only sows the seeds of hatred which will
one day bring a fearful retribution."

In reference to this statement of President Roosevelt, our own
Prime Minister,

MR. CHURCHILL,

says, "His Majesty's Government associate themselves fully
with the sentiments of horror and condemnation expressed by
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the President of the United States upon the Nazi butcheries in
France. These cold-blooded executions of innocent people will
only recoil upon the savages who order and execute them.

"The butcheries in France are an example of what Hitler's
Nazis are doing in many other countries under their yoke. The
atrocities in Poland, in Yugoslavia, in Norway, in Holland, in
Belgium, and above all behind the German fronts in Russia,
surpass anything that has been known since the darkest and most
bestial ages of mankind. They are but a foretaste of what Hitler
would inflict upon the British and American peoples if only he
could get the power. Retribution for these crimes must hence
forward take its place among the major purposes of the war."

It is satisfactory to know that prominent leaders in England
and America are horrified at the savagery which is· being per
petrated by the Nazis.

On the other hand, these savage reprisals from which so many
are suffering form a part of those Divine judgments which God
is visiting upon the nations of the earth for their manifold national
sins. Mercifully we in England are being preserved from such
cruelties, but the mere knowledge of them brings suffering~ to
our minds. Besides that, in manifold ways, we as a nation are
suffering in this terrible war. The destruction of life and property
by air-raids, the terrible loss of life at sea through enemy action,
and all the manifold sorrows and woes connected with the war
are evidences of God's chastening hand. Yet the love of worldly
pleasures, the love of money, the desecration of the Sabbath,
and the cherishing of worldliness and error in the Churches still
goes on. There is no sign of national turning to God.

It remains, then, that the Lord's true pebple should, like
Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, give themselves to prayer. We all
need to tremble at God's Word, to listen more reverently and
humbly to His voice, and to come out more fully from all that is
evil.

The words of Ezra may well be used to-day by the Lord's
people. He said, " Having rent my garment and my mantle, I
fell upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord my
God, and said, Q my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up
my face to Thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over
our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. Since
the days of our fathers have we been in a great trespass unto
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this day; and for our iniquities have we, our kings, and our
priests, been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands,
to the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to confusion of
face, as it is this day" (Ezra ix. 5-7).

Here is a deeply humble acknowledgement of national sin and
a full recognition of the solemn truth that sooner or later national
sin brings Divine judgments in the form of the sword, captivity,
spoil, and confusion 9f face.

"Almighty God, before Thy throne
Thy mourning people bend,

'Tis on Thy pardoning grace alone
Our prostrate hopes depend.

"Dire judgments from Thy heavy hand
Thy dreadful power display;

Yet mercy spares our guilty land,
And still we live to pray.

"0 turn us, turn us, mighty Lord,
By Thy subduing grace;

So shall our hearts obey Thy word,
And we shall see Thy face.

" If famine, plague,. or foes invade,
We shall not sink or fear,

Secure of all-sufficient aid
When God, our God, is near."

( Anne Steele, 1760.)

THE EDITOR.

GERMAN SAVAGERY.
THE Prime Minister (Mr. Churchill) in his speech at the Mansion
House on Lord Mayor's Day, N"ov. 10th, last, thus referred to
German savagery: "The condition of Europe is te~rible in the
last degree. Hitler's firing parties are busy every day .in a
dozen countries~Norwegians,Belgians, Frenchmen, Dutch, Poles,
Czechs, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Greeks, and above all, in scale,
Russians, are being butchered by thousands and by tens of
thousands after they have surrendered, while individual and mass
executions in all the countries I have mentioned have become
part of the regular German routine."

It is thus awfully evident that when rulers and nations reject
Bible doctrine and Bible morality there is nothing too wicked
which they will not do. Unless men are under thr restr~int of
the Spirit and Word of God there is no sin however awful which
they will not commit. 0 let us beware of neglecting our Bibles
and let us pray that Bible truth may be a constant and restraining
blessing to our souls.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And there shall be no night there."-REvELATION xxii. 5.

THE Holy Spirit has been pleased in His infinite Wisdom to tell
us in our finite state, of the glories of heaven, mostly in negatives.
We could not grasp nor appreciate otherwise, for we must have
put off this body of sin and humiliation to know what heaven is,
and to enjoy its felicities. Heaven is, as someone has truly said,
" a prepared place for a prepared people." Oh, may we never
quarrel with the way and means which the Lord in His Sovereign

, grace and mercy takes to train us for our eternal residence there.
And when safely landed after all the toils and dangers by the way,
we shall fully enter into all the joys, untainted by sin, and oft so
broken into and marred below. "What must it be to be there? "
We have often voiced our anticipations whilst" we sang of the
realms of the blest, that City so bright and so fair." All the
awful consequences suffered here below, due to our first parents'
Fall, are unknown there! "There shall be no more curse." No
more sorrow; the last tear wiped away; no more pain; no more
death; "no night there." These largely go to make up our lives
in this weary, sin-stricken world through which we are passing as
"strangers and pilgrims." The Apostle also declared that he
" saw no temple therein." Oh, how disappointing these earthly
temples have often been found to our seeking, hungering souls.
Whilst, in His goodness and mercy, on the other hand, our God
has often given us to sing, " Thine earthly temples, Lord, we love,"
as blessedly the saints have been granted a Gospel feast, and
hallowed fellowship and communion of saints. Yet the best and
holiest of these seasons pass away, and" change and decay in all
around I see," is their experience at best. But there is that which
can never be broken into, never .be destroyed, never disappoint.
" And I saw no temple therein; for the Lord God Almighty and
the Lamb are the temple of it." The Lamb is all the glory there!
He is the sum and substance and Cenlre of worship. To Him
the worshippers one and all unceasingly sing, Thou art worthy!
Oh, brethren, we think of and write of these things, but we cannot
fully grasp them. What will it be to walk with Him in the perfect
unsullied light of the Holy God! We have heard the gracious
exhortation in this wilderness experience calling us to " walk in
the light of the Lord" (Isa. ii. 5, 1 John i. 7, etc.). We have our
Lord's own gracious exhortation, "While ye have the light,
believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light" (John
xii. 36). We have the gracious and proven declaration, "For
with Thee is the fountain of light, and in Thy light shall we see



light" (Ps. xxxvi. 9). We have found the prayer often in our
hearts, " Oh, send out Thy light and Thy truth, let them lead
me " (Ps. xliii. 3). We have oft rejoiced in hope of the promise
that " The Lord shall be thine everlasting Light, and the days
of thy mourning shall be ended" (Isa. Ix. 20). Thus, by the
precious promises we have been enabled to rejoice now and again.
But it has been but a glimmer, a passing ray of sunshine, from His
Covenant Bow of promise, lighting up our pilgrim pathway, and
all too soon to be shadowed again with the darkness of danger,

. death, fears, and unbelief. But what a prospect is ours as His
redeemed! What will it be to be there and to know no night, no
darkness at all, but He our undying, Everlasting Light, and we
walking with Him therein without sin.

If the Egyptians suffered that darkness which could be felt,
whilst the Israelites had light in their dwellings, yet that was as
nothing to what will be experienced hereafter. God, even our
own God, looks after His tempted, suffering, fearing children
in these solemn, dangerous days. There is a terror by night, and
there are deadly dangers lurking in the darkness, which we all
more or less dread; and our spirits rise again in thankful relief
when the morning again appears, and we have been brought
safely through another night of uncertainty. And thus He is
training us to look beyond, to look up, and to hope on, when He
shall have brought us safely Home to our desired haven, and to
rejoice in " no night there."

All the experiences which you and I are passing through are
but as so much training to fit us for our future inheritance. Faith
must expect to be tried, and learn her deep lessons under sharp
and oft-perplexing difficulties. It is behind a frowning Providence
He hides a smiling face, and His lessons imparted to us in the
dark and trying days, are oft the best lessons we learn, because
of their humbling experiences. And this is yours and my comfort
that soJhe of our deepest trials are decreed for us and settled in
heaven, that being much more precious by the trial of faith, they
may be found unto His praise, a!1d honour, and glory. Meanwhile
you and I are daily proving Him, and proving how He Ilbideth
faithful; and how He is caring for us with such tender compassion
and care, an<Lby all, weaning us irom-earth--amI-giving us to set
our affections on things above, and to hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought into us at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. He, in that heavenly city, will be unto all His redeemed
their Everlasting Light till their days of mourning will be ended,
and clothed in His spotless righteousness. They will walk with
Him in endless, unsullied light. No night there. No night there
of the darkness of sin. No night there of death, which was our
last enemy. No night there of sorrow and tears, for God Himself
will have wiped the last tear away. No night there of partings,
but one glorious re-union in a tearless world for one and all, the
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redeemed who will go no more out. No night there of unbel'ef
and sin anq doubt and fears. No night there of losing the brief
moments and sweet passing vigils we now and again enjoy with
'the beloved of our souls. We" shall see His face, and never,
never sin, and from the rivers of His grace, drink endless pleasures
in." How we shall wonder how we ever doubted and feared,
could such a thought arise there when the first glimpse of His face
satisfies, and will bring, as the ages roll on, increasing satisfaction
and joy without alloy. Oh, may the Great Head of His Church
give us to dwell by faith on Resurrection ground, more and more,
as the earthly darkness deepens, and men's hearts are failing them
for all that is coming upon the earth. Let us remember that the
darkest hour of the night is'that before the dawn of day. And,
however dark it be, the Guide of all our pilgrimage is with us still,
and will never leave nor forsake us.

" 0 blest approach of radiant morn,
While from the wilderness I came,

'f3y my Beloved's Arm upborne,
And found Him changelessly the same.

He led me to the place of song, ,
He led me to the feast of bliss,

Then spoke in accents sweet and strong,
, I led thee thus to give thee this.' "

. (F. Cockrem.)

May our never-failing God and Guide enable us to go forth
into another New Year, glad and trustful at heart, while walking
in the light of His Countenance. R.
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~tttnons anb JaottS of ~tttnons.

MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

XVI.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus,
and love unto all the saintS: cease not to give thanks for you."
EPHESIANS i. 15, 16.

THE preface is now ended in which thanksgiving has been
rendered to God for the wonders of His grace to 'the Church.
Who can ponder these glorious truths without exclaiming, " Oh,
the breadth, the depth, the length, the height." What faith,
what illumination of mind is required to embrace their grand
reality. Wherefore the Apostle immediately proceeds to declare
that after he knew the Ephesians to be interested in God's
decrees, he ceased not to give thanks for them and to pray that
Divine teaching might manifest these things to them. "Where- _
fore, I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and
love unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers," and then follows the subject
of his petition, "that God would give unto them the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him." Without this
light from heaven, these truths can never be discerned. We
must have eyes to see the sun: we must have heaven-born
sight, or God's Word is all darkness. "0 Lord, open Thou our
eyes, that we may behold' wondrous things out of Thy law."

But the subject now befo~e us, is the features of Divine life
which existed in the Ephesians: (1) Faith in the Lord Jesus;
(2) Love unto all the saints. Where these graces are not, there
is no spiritual life : where spiritual life exists, these are invariably
manifested. Let us contemplate them in order.

1. Faith in the Lord Jesus. This grace justly claims pre
cedence in all the gifts of the Spirit. It is essential to the being
of a child of God and it is the foundation on which all his other
graces are laid. Without faith, we cannot know God, or have
admission into His family: without faith, we cannot possess
any other spiritual attainment. With good reason, therefore,
faith occupies the foremost position. It is the captain under
whom all other graces range. Hence such glorious things are
testified of faith in the Word. It is the aaopting grace. "We are
all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus." It is the justify
ling grace. "Being justified by faith, we have peace with God."
It is the sanctifying grace. "Purifying their hearts by faith."
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It is the conquering grace. "This is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith." It is ·the wonder-working grace.
Saints" through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of ·lions, quenched the
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the
armies of the aliens." Time would indeed fail to tell of all its
wondrous exploits. Ask the company above how they prevailed
and endured and overcame, and at last entered heaven. You
will have one reply, " By faith in the blood of the Lamb."

The faith of God's elect, which is the Spirit's work, has the
Lord Jesus Christ for its object. It is the going forth of the soul
laden with sin unto Christ, and embracing Him with adoring
rapture. It is the whole inner man closing with Christ~clasping

and clinging unto Him. It is the eye which sees Him-the ear
which hears Him-the hand which holds Him fast-the feet
which follow hard after Him-the appetite which feeds on His
broken body-the thirst which drinks of the stream from His
side-the heart which loves Him-the head which knows Him
the memory which retains Him-the affections which are
entwined around Him-the trust which trusts in Him-the hope
which hopes in Him. Indeed, faith is the entire man loving
Jesus, looking only unto Him, swallowed up in Him, making
Him the All in All. How precious is this gift of faith. Lord,
grant " that the life which we live in the flesh, may be by the
faith of the Son of God. Lord, increase our faith. May it
'~ grow exceedingly," until the work of faith be ended, and we
see Thee face to face. Let each exclaim, 0 my soul, " be thou
faithful unto death, and He will give thee a crown of life."

2. The next feature in the Divine lifjl is love unto all the saints.
This grace is inseparably connected with faith. More easily could
you eliminate light and warmth from the sun than love from faith.
The grounds of their union are obvious. Faith reverences the
Lord's Word, and renders strict obedience to it. The especial
command of Jesus is, "Love one another." "By this shall all
men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one towards
another." Again, Faith delights in the image of Jesus, wherever
that image can be discerned. Every humble believer reflects
some rays of the Sun of Righteousness and this similitude attracts
and draws out love. Again, All believers are fellow-members of
one body. "Ye, being many, are one body in Christ, and every
one members one of another." Strange would it be for a man not
to regard his own flesh; but more so for a saint not to love his
brethren. This love is a grand evidence of spiritual being. "We
know that we have. passed from death unto life, because we love
the brethren."

Alas, that in these latter days this grace should be so feeble.
In a world where all hate the saints, it is sad that they should
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not enjoy the comfort of each other's love. 0 Lord, hasten the
time when Thy prayer shall be accomplished, "that they all
may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they
also may be one in Us."

THE WAR AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH, 1941.

A VERY solemnizing development of the war took place on the
Lord's day, Dec. 7th, 1941. On that day Japan attacked
America and England, and thus the terrible flames of war have
spread to the whole world.

The Times of Tuesday, Dec. 9th said: "The confederate
incendiaries of civilization now stand arrayed together against
all the liberties and the sanctities they have outraged, and the
flames they have kindled unite into a conflagration that encircles
the globe. All the great Powers are involved in the conflict, and
all the lesser States that by the accident of geography lay in the
path of the aggressors; all the Continents, except (for who knows
how long?) South America, and four-fifths of· the entire human
race. So stupendous is the current of tragedy flowing from one
man's crime, when he sent out his bombers on their mission of
murder on Sept. 1st, 1939."

The " one man" referred to is Hitler, and we know from the
history of the conflict which he began, how awful, terrible, and
devilish have been the consequences of his criminal act.

Now the war has spread to the whole world. The failure of
mere education and civilization to promote permanent prosperity
and pea~e is thus apparent, and the awful depravity of the human
heart, H doctrine now much denied, is terribly manifest, and all
this is due to throwing Bible teaching to the winds.

Often we have pointed out that war is one of God's sore judg
ments to chastise nations for their sins. The nations of Europe,
including our own, are being thus chastised. Now it is more
'manifestly being experienced in the great continent of America.

The Daily Telegraph for Tuesday, Dec. 9th last has a message
from its own correspondent in Washington, dated Monday,
Dec. 8th. It is entitled, " How America heard News of War."
Amongst other statements it says, " The usual Sunday evening
crowds thronged the cinemas, snatching up copies of extra editions
of the newspapers as they entered or left. They gazed at them
briefly, then hurried along to get out of the cold."

Think of it. The Lord's day evening occupied by crowds ...;
thronging the cinemas, and extra editions of newspapers being
sold and bought and read on the .day which God commanded to
be kept holy. This, too, in the country of the Pilgrim Fathers,
the puritans who fled there for safety and liberty. God's holy
day is thus being desecrated by crowds of people in the capital
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of the United States. The Daily Telegraph correspondent con
tinues: "The prevailing public view seemed to be that the
Japanese would now be wiped off the face of the earth. This
supreme confidence in American superiority over Japan was
probably responsible for the calm way in which the public watched
the present crisis grow."

We in England all fully hope that God in His mercy will eventu
ally overthrow with an overwhelming defeat our and America's

, enemies, but the Lord's true people believe that an overwhelming
defeat will be God's doing.

The language of our hearts is" Through Thee will we push down
our enemies: through Thy name will we tread them under that rise
up against us. For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my
sword save me " (Psalm xliv. 5, 6). ,

Our confidence is in God, not in American' or British superiority.
If He is for us, victory is assured. The history of the war so far
ought to exclude from our minds all boasting, and all mere trust
in our own powers. Almost the whole of Europe is now under the
heel of the oppressor. Who could have foretold the unexpected

-developments which have taken place? So now, let us not trust
merely in any human power. H God be on our side, all will go
well, but if He chooses to allow temporary reverses we cannot
prevent them. Who knows what may still happen?

All the past history of the war teaches us that God is speaking
to us. We all need to humble ourselves under His mighty hand,
America as well as ourselves. We all need to repent of our
national, personal, and ecclesiastical sins, and we need with
immensely increased earnestness and reality, arid with daily
constancy, to cry unto God to (iisplay His mighty arm of power
to deliver us from the hands of the wicked men who, clearly under
the influence of the devil, are going on with this terrible war.

The warning of The Times' ,leading article, already quoted,
needs also to be noted. It says, " We dare not deceive ourselves
by imagining that any new weight is thrown immediately into our
side of the balance.

For the present we shall receive less from our friends, and must
be prepared to -do- more for ourselves; we must face greater
privation, and labour more mightily than ever before."

In the midst of all these troubles we do well to remember the
words of Toplady. He says:

" When we in darkness walk.
Nor feel the heavenly flame,

Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His name."

THE EDITOR.

SATAN as he is the accuser of the brethren before God, so he
accuseth God before the brethren.-Matthew Henry.



20 The Gospel Magazine

_Ut ~oung JfoUtU' ~agt.

SHEILA'S FAITH.

IT was a cold and stormy morning in the middle of the winter.
Driving hail and sleet had left a slushy thickness on the pavement,
and a biting wind came rushing round the corners. But just
now there was a lull; a woman came to the door of her house to
look out, then turned to call to her little daughter. "Sheila,"
she said, " it's stopped raining now; just run to the bin with these
bits." The little girl scampered off to the lamp-post a little way
up the road, where stood one of the bins for pig-food, that have
become familiar to us. She tried to lift the lid to get rid of her
load, but one hand was full, and the lid was heavy. She was
only just a little taller than the bin itself, and even with both
hands free she would have found it hard to move the lid. So
she gave up tugging, and looked round for help. The street was
empty, except for one grown-up coming towards her. The
grown-up happened to be me; that is how I come into the story.
I saw the little girl standing by the bin, her blue frock covered
by a clean pinafore, and her fair hair blown across her face.
She gave me a good look, and then waited patiently till I was
close to her. "Will you open this for me, please?" she said.
What had been impossible to Sheila was no difficulty at all to me;
I lifted the lid, the child thrust in her rubbish, and in a moment
she darted fr' m my side to her home, closing the front door behind
her.

I went on my way, with the picture of little Sheila stamped on
my mind. Two lines of a hymn of John Newton's seemed to
fit the picture:

" As a liWe child relies
On a care ,beyond his own-"

for Sheila's action reminded me of what the faith of a child of
God should be. I liked the way she gave up trying as soon as she
found she was helpless, and just waited patiently {or the help she
needed. She had no doubt that she would get help, for having
seen a grown-up coming, she believed with complete confidence
that she had only to ask, and the difficulty would be removed.
To a little one of five or six anybody grown-up is able to do
everything. This she believed without a shadow of doubt; she
acted upon her belief, and her faith was rewarded.

So it should be with the children of God. We say that we
believe in God the Father Almighty; but yet we often behave as
if it were not so, as if there were some things beyond His power.
Doubts and fears get the better of us, and we lose the unquestion
ing, undoubting faith of the loittle child. Sometimes I think the

•
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trouble is that we are so slow to realise our own helplessness. If
Sheila had gone on perversely tugging at the lid instead of looking
round for help, I might not have noticed her at all, for my thoughts
were far away. It was because she knew she was helpless that
she asked for help. It is a great step forward to learn at last
that without Christ we can do nothing.

But you may say, " I do know that I am helpless, and I do
believe that God could help me; but I ask, and I don't get what
I want." That may often happen. You cannot possibly tell
what is good and right for you; but God can. Suppose Sheila
had come out of the house with an armful of waste paper, and had
asked me to open the bin, do you think I would have done it?
No, of course I would have sent her home again, and though she
might be disappointed, she would have to admit that it would
have been no kindness if I had done as she asked.

Sometimes I think we may pray without really believing that
God will hear. We know that He has the power to help us, but
will He really listen to our prayers? Yet we should have thought
Sheila very foolish if she had behaved in that way. Suppose &he
had said, " This grown-up is much taller and stronger than I am,

- so I am sure she could take off the lid, but how am I to know she
will listen if I ask her?" How indeed, if she'did not try. But
no little child would reason so stupidly; and what we need is
the faith of a little child, unspoiled by doubts and fears.

Another thing about Sheila's faith was that it was altogether
innocent. There was nothing between her and me to prevent her
asking my help. But if she had done me some injury, or if she
knew that I had found her out in doing something wrong, would
she have appealed to me as she did? I think she would have been
much more likely to run away and hide till I was out of sight.
So with the child of God; he cannot bring the innocent faith of a
little child to the mercy-seat if he is doing wrong. His conscience
must be clean. And how can that be, when all the time he is apt
to sin in thought and word and deed? There is nothing for it
but the blood of Jesus, washing away the sin of the soul, and
continually cleansing from moment to moment. But if we
believe that it was for our sins that the Lord Jesus suffered, if He
has taken away our" filthy rags" to clothe us with His shining
righteousness, then we may look up as little children to the face
of God, knowing that He will do for us abundantly above all that
we can ask or think.

DAMARIS.

THE Father is love; the proof is the gift of His Son. Jesus is
love; the proof is the gift of Himself. The Spirit is love; the
proof is He brings Jesus into the heart of faith.-Dr. Adolph
Saphir.
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"WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR MR."

THESE words of the great Apostle to the Gentiles speak of the
love of Christ for His people, and of the great manifestation of
that love which we see in His atoning death. God's believing
people can never afford to forget the dying love of their Lord
and Saviour. They have reason to say at all times, " Unto Him
that loved us, and washed us 'from our sins in His Own blood,
and hath made us kings and priests 'unto God and His Father;
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." It
is the Lord's own design that His people should keep in memory
the great manifestation of His love. It was for th~s reason that
He instituted" the Lord's Supper." This is beautifully expressed
in one of the exhortations in the Communion Service. "To the
end that we should alway remember the exceeding great .love of
our Master and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us,
and the innumerable benefits 'which by His precious blood
shedding He hath obtained to us; He hath instituted and
ordained holy mysteries, as pledges of His love, and for a continual
remembrance of His death, to our great and endless comfort."
Not that our remembrance of the Lord's love is limited to the
ordinance of the Lord's Supper. At all times we need to think
of His love. That love has secured for us pardon and peace.
It secures for us daily mercy and' daily grace. It has secured
for His people all the blessings of salvation present and future.
What, then, shall we say of this love?

First, it is Divine love. Who was it Who loved the Apostle
and gave Himself for him? It was" the Son of God." It was
the Only-begotten, the eternal, the well-beloved Son of the
eternal God. He was the Father's co-equal Son. He was the
One to Whom the Father said, " Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever
and ever." He, by Whom all things were created, and ';Yho was
before all things, and by Whom all things consist, became flesh
and dwelt among men, and they beheld His glory, the glory as of
the Only-begotten of the Father. He, the second Person in the
eternal Trinity, loved His people and gave Himself for. them.
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross, to secure the eternal salvation of all who
should trust in Him.

Secondly, it was eternal love which He manifested when He
died on the cross. The blood which He shed was" the blood of
the eternal Covenant." The sacrifice which He offered was the
outcome of an eternal plan of salvation, and therefore eternal
love was behind it. We rightly dwell on the Father's love when
we say, " God so loved the world, that He gave His Only-begotten
Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." But Christ and the Father are one. As
Abraham and Isaac "went both of them together" to offer a
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burnt-offering on Mount Moriah, so the Father and the Son
went both of them together to the cross, the Father to
deliver up His Son, and the Son to deliver Himself up to the
death of the cross. Moreover, it was "through the eternal
Spirit" that the Son did this. Hence the people of God are
the objects of the eternal love of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost.

Thirdly, we may speak of Christ's love as all-comprehensive
in its character. "Christ loved the Church and gave Himself
for it." Here we have a word which comprehends the whole
company of the redeemed. There is but one" Church of God
which He purchased with His Own blood." That Church con
sists of all believers from Adam to the last sinner who shall be
saved by Divine grace. It comprises all the Old Testament
saints and all the New Testament saints. These all, belonging
as they do to every kindred, nation, and people and tongue,
were loved by the Lord Jesus. The whole Church of God, " the
blessed company of all faithful people" were all the objects of
Christ's dying love.

But we may also speak of His love as special, particular, and
individual. We read that" Jesus loved Martha, and her sister,
and Lazarus." No doubt each of these servants of the Lord was
conscious 6f the Lord's particular and special love. All the
apostles were in particular the objects of His love. "Having
loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the
end." John in particular was the disciple" whom Jesus loved."
Paul could say, " The Son of God Who loved me and gave Himself
for me." Every true believer, having tasted that the Lord is
gracious, can say the same. "He loved me." I may be poor,
insignificant, and unlearned. I may be unknown to fame. I
may live in an obscure place, and be thought little of by men,
but if, through Divine grace, I am a believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ, I can say" He loved me and gave Himself for me." 0
the mercy of His special and peculiar love to each of His believing
people. -

Finally, the love of the Lord Jesus was wholly unmerited.
The Apostle Paul, who speaks of the Lord's special love to
himself, very humbly acknowledged his own demerit. He was a
persecutor of Christ's Church, a blasphemer of Christ's Name, an
injurious antagonist to Christ's cause. He was the chief of
sinners. Yet Christ loved him and gave Himself for him. His
grace was exceeding abundant towards him. Paul was a pattern
of the kind of sinners for whom Christ gave Himself to death,
and on whom He shows mercy. Yes," while we were yet sinners,
Christ" died for us." He" died for the ungodly." With His
stripes we, who believe in Him, are healed. Henceforth, then,
we should not live unto ourselves, but unto Him Who died for
us and rose again.



ELIJAH'S LEGACY.

THREE times Elijah had asked Elisha to leave him, that he might
pursue his last journey in the solitariness to which he had so
long (at least in his earlier ministry) been accustomed. Three
times had Elisha, invoking the Name of God in his determination,
refused to leave him; and now they were at Jordan. Elijah,
in the power and m.ajesty with which God equipped him, smote
the waters, and they divided. The two went over at Jericho,
where the stones had been set up by Joshua, in the middle of the
river, so long before. As they two went on, Elijah said to Elisha,
" Ask what I shall do for thee before I be taken away from thee."
He did not propose giving him anything: he had nothing to give.
Abraham might give all that he had to Isaac; Jacob might
bequeath a portion to each and all of his sons; David night leave
a great and prosperous kingdom to Solomon. But Elijah had
nothing to leave. How tender his invitation must have sounded
to Elisha, that he should for the last time do something for him.
What should he, who had raised the dead to life, and had closed
and opened the windows of heaven, do for the dear companion
who was to follow him as prophet of the Lord. Elisha knew his
mind. "I pray thee," he said, " let a double portion of thy spirit
be upon me." It may not have been that Elisha coveted to do
twice as many miracles as his master (it has been pointed out that
whereas Elijah's miracles numbered eight, Elisha's totalled
sixteen), or to be altogether a mightier prophet. I have thought
that perhaps it was rather that he felt so far behind him, that
unless he was endowed with greater gifts, he would fail of his
office. How many a younger man has felt that he never could
follow his predecessor, unless he received a very great amount
of mercy, help, wisdom, and strength from the Lord Who had
called him in all his insufficiency to serve Him.

If Elisha thought he had only to ask and have, he must have
been surprised on hearing, " Thou hast asked a hard thing." No
promise of its being given was forthcoming. Elijah could not
tell. There was this hope: If Elisha saw him being taken away,
he would know that his request was granted. Otherwise he must
receive no parting tokeD. Why should it be a hard thing for
Elijah to promise? Had not Solomon pleased God by asking for
wisdom? God Himself had directed that Elisha should follow
him who was now laying down his office, and in what tremendous.
ways had he shown whose ~e was and whom he served. Now he,
who had been fed by the hands of angels, and had brought down
fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice, -was at a loss about his
farewell gift to his dear Elisha. But the chariots and horses of
fire appeared, and the two were parted. Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven, Elisha seeing it.

At the threshold of heaven, and receiving an entrance which
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none other ever saw, Elijah found that he had nothing but what
he received. God hid from him His mind concerning Elisha, and
therefore he knew it not, and he durst not presume. His pro
phetic work was over, at this side of Jordan. God answered
Elisha according to his request, and with the mantle of the
departed, he smote the waters and went over by himself, but with
God. FOLLOWER-ON.

WOMEN AND MEN'S ATTIRE.
THE following letter from the pen of Mr. H. H. Bartlett, of 100,
Brondesbury Road, N.W.6, appeared in the Kilburn Times,
dated Nov. 7th, 1941 :

It is surely more than overdue that some voice should be
raised in protest against the ever-increasing tendency to break
down the distinctive barriers as between m~sculine and feminine
attire. .

The impetus which this retrogressive movement has gathered
of late is very marked, and it cannot be regarded by seriously
minded people otherwise than as portentous "Of the times.

Recently a particular feature has arisen in the direction of
a Government representative (the Director-General of Civilian
Clothing-now resigned), seeking permission for Government
employees to adopt that style of attire which is the subject of
the present protest. "0 tempora! 0 mores! "

It would seem that the war and other influences have brought
about a distortion of outlook on the part of the public, who,
although not generally approving (as it is felt) regards the situa
tion with an unfortunate complacency.

By far the more serious phase of the matter, however-and
of this there appears to be a most lamentable ignorance-is the
fact that there is a Divine pronouncement in very definite terms
against the practice. In the Book of Deuteronomy, chapter xxii,
verse 5, the following words occur:

" The womah shall not wear_that which pertaineth unto
a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment,
for all that do so are abomination unto the Lord thy God."

Can there be anything plainer as to how this modernism is
viewed in the sight of Almighty God, in Whose Hand is the very
life of all creation?

The matter is not one which lends itself to discussion; but
most will admit that the greatness of the nation has been essen
tially bound up with its religious 'convictions and concomitant
moral standards. The letting go of these is surely the casting
aside of our sheet anchor and the courting of disaster.

Is it not practicable to obtain some uttered concensus of feeling
on behalf of the many who must have deep conviction upon
this all-important subject?
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THE HAPPY MAN.

HAPPY the man who fears the Lord,
And walketh in His ways;

The labour of his hands he'll eat,
And prosper all his days.

His godly wife and children too,
Inside his house shall dwell;

In happiness they'll serve the Lord
With them it shall be well.

The godly man thus blessed shall be,
As one who fears the Lord;

The Lord shall on him blessing pour
According to His Word.

Therefore let all who fear the Lord
Thanks unto Him upraise;

'Tis He Who made them fear His Name,
He well deserves the praise.

T. HOUGHTo[';.

Oct. 13th, 1941.

THE KING AND THE PRESIDENT.

'THE King, in the course of a message to President Roosevelt,
sent on Dec. 10th last, said, " My thoughts and prayers go out
to you and to the great people of the United States at this
solemn moment in your history wh~n you have been treacher
ously attacked by Japan... -. We share your inflexible deter
mination and your confidence that, with God's help, the powers
of darkness will be overcome and the four freedoms estab
lished throughout a world purged of tyranny."

At the end of the President's reply, he said, " May God guide
us through whatever trials are yet to come and speed the day
of victory." .

CLOTHES came in with sin. We had had no occasion for them
either for. defence or decency if sin had not made us naked to
our shame. Little reason therefore we have to be proud of our
clothes, which are but the badges of our poverty and infamy.
Matthew Henry.
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GROWING SABBATH DESECRATION.
THE English Churchman of Oct. 9th (p. 360) last, says in reference
to the growth of Sabbath desecration: "In Melbourne a Sunday
Christian Council, representative of all the Protestant denomina
tions, under the presidency of the Archbishop of Melbourne, is
very active in interviewing public men in responsible positions
in order to put a brake on this very paganistic trend. At a recent
meeting this Council passed a resolution beginning as follows:
, That this Council views with concern the increasing number of
charitable and patriotic demonstrations which are arranged and
carried through on Sundays.' " .

In the English Churchman of the same date as above, the
following instructive letter on harvesting on the Lord's Day
appears :-

" Sir,-The letter of the Rev. F. G. Jarvis has called to mind
a conversation recently held with a farmer, one of seven who
attend twice regularly the same place of worship every Lord's
Day, and grow between them several hundreds of acres of
wheat, barley, oats, which were all gathered in. without any /
Sunday labour whatever, while another neighbouring farmer
who did labour with his men on the Lord's Day and stacked
his corn, afterwards had it all destroyed with fire. 'They that
honour Me I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be
lightly esteemed.'''

" H. E. C."

THE government is upon His shoulders; and though He is
concealed by a veil of second causes from common eyes, so that
they can perceive only the means, instruments, and contingencies
by which He works, and therefore think He does nothing; yet
in reality, He does all, according to His Own counsel and pleasure,
in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth.
JOHN NKWTON.

IN reference to William Grimshaw, of Ha,vorth, John Newton
says: "It was thought that his success was not so visible and
extensive in his own parish, as amongst the numbers who flocked
to his Church from other places. He had hearers who came
statedly from the distance of ten or twelve miles, for a course of
years, and were seldom prevented either by sever~ weather, or
bad roads."

THE growing employment of the ' wireless' for public announce
ments on the Day of Rest is, in our view, a solemn misuse of that
invention, and an unwarrantable encroachment on time which
ought to be given to higher concerns.-Pastol' J. H. Gosdell.



Yours sincerely,
A. H. WOODHURST.

" Trencrom," 235 Cannon Lane,
Pinner, Middlesex.

17-11-41.
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To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

A CHEERING WORD.

Dear Mr. Houghton,
For many years, in fact it must be getting on for forty, I have

been a regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and I have
endeavoured to make it known both to ministers and laymen,
although so far as I know I have only seen one new subscriber
resulting from my efforts.

I seem to remember your articles from the beginning of my
acquaintance with the magazine, when Mr. Ormiston was the
Editor, and I would like to say how greatly I have always enjoyed
them, and have on many occasions heard you in the flesh. If my
memory serves IPe correctly, the last occasion was this .year
at the Annual Meeting of the Aged Pilgrim Friend Society, held
somewhat unexpectedly-in the London Missionary Society Hall,
near St. James' Park Station.

I was at one time a member of the Holdfast Union, in fact, until
that society ceased to exist, and so was very much interested in
your recent article on the decline of Evengelical doctrine in the
churches. Your statement as to the compromising policy of
many of the Evangelicals slipping into High Church ways as to
the decoration of churches, surpliced choirs, processions, etc.,
is only too true. I never seem to enter into any Church of
England building to-day without I see the Romeward drift.
Nonconformists, too, are decorating their chapels and introducing
musical services, singing of prayers, religious plays, etc. Look
at the enclosed picture of a recently built Baptist Church. The
cross is of brick, built into the wall, so it is impossible to remove
it without seriously injuring tj1e wall. Notice the communion
table is in the centre and the pulpit on the side.

A dear friend of mine was the. Rev. Cecil Lovely, and until this
war, I used frequently to v.isit him in Edinburgh. He tried to
increase the knowledge of the existence of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
in that city, but whether he was successful in introducing new
subscribers I am unable to say. He adopted the Black Gown
again in St. Thomas's.

I have great pleasure to enclose a small amount for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE Fund.

With Christian regards.

28
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Wrote-stant J3racon.

THE FIXEDNESS OF FUNDAMENT \.L TRUTHS.

29

THERE are points, of Christian truth which ought to be so known
from the Word of God as to be felt to be beyond question or
discussion. I do not speak merely of those points which relate
to the being of God, the Trinity, the true Godhead, proper man
hood (real though sinless), and atonement of Christ, but of such
also as relate to the"application of these truths to us. Thus we
ought to hold firmly fast what the Scripture teaches as to our
condition by nature as lost sinners, the reality of God's wrath·
against men as sinners, and the need of His being reconciled
to them, and the absolute truth of the sacrifice of propitiation
rendered by Christ, and the imputation of His righteousness to
those who believe ...

The belief of evangelical Protestants on fundamental truths is
clear and defined. Such points may be regarded as settled, and
settled for ever. We have no occasion to discuss over again (as
though none had inquired into the .teaching of Scripture) points
on which orthodox Christians have been agreed for ages, and
which have been stated in Scriptural Confessions of Faith, such,
for instance, as the doctrinal Articles of the Church of England,
the Heidelberg Catechism, the Old Scottish, and the Westminster
Confessions.

I know that some deprecate all reference" to Creeds, Confessions
of Faith, and Articles of Religion" (applying to them designa
tions such as I will not here repeat), as if any such reference
were an acknowledgment that they possess an authority, or as
though" opinions of men were maintained instead of the truth
of God." I do not speak of such documents as possessing
authority, for that belongs to Holy Scripture alone, and its
authoritative teaching is learned from its direct statements, or
else by necessary deductions therefrom. But I do refer to
orthodox Confessions of Christian doctrine as showing the record
of what holy servants of Christ, in past ages, have believed. The
Scripture is the alone standard of appeal; but in learning from
Scripture, I do not desire to forget that the Church of God is
one body dwelt in by one Spirit, and that the communion of
saints is a truth; so that I would gladly know what holy and
intelligent Christians now living have learned from the Word of
God, not as deferring to their authority, but as being willing to
be shown what the Scripture teaches. And just as I value the
teaching of the living, so do I prize the instruction given by the
dead; and thus I am glad to learn from Athanasius or Augustine,
from Anselm or Bernard, from Luther, Tyndale, or Calvin, or
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(in later days) from Ussher, Owen, Bunyan, Pearson, or Romaine
even as I would if I had lived in the days of any of these.

Granted, that in many things I differ from all or any of these:
am I, therefore, to be blind to the truths which they held and
taught? Ought I not to be thankful for the instruction from
Scripture, and resting on Scripture authority alone, which I may
receive through any of Christ's servants in past ages? .And thus
I have been accustomed to refer, in common with orthodox
Christians in general, to the confessions of faith of evangelical
Protestants as embodying those foundation truths of Christianity
which cannot be regarded as points at all debatable. They rest
on the sure warrant of Holy Scripture, to which they direct as
the source of all their authority.-Dr. S. P. Tregelles, On Daniel,
pp. 294-296.

me\lie\Us anb Jaot(ctS of ~ooks.

YOUTH AND THE FUTURE. By Newman Watts. Pp. 20. Price
2d.; postage, Id.; 12 for 2s. 2d.; 100 for 16s. (" A London
Journalist," Publishing House, 50, Ladydell Road, Worthing.)

This booklet is heartily commended by ·the Rector of Broad
water (the Rev. B. C. Mowll, M.A.). It draws attention to the
great increase of crime amongst young people-even amongst
children under 14. It shows that parents are in the first instance
responsible for the moral standards of their children, but that the
condition of parentage to-day" is perhaps the most tragic element
of weakness in our struggle for the future of Britain." It shows
that there is " a strong tendency to secularize the education of
the ·young to eliminate the slightest elements of religion and morals
from the curriculum of the schools." For many years there has
been a steady decline in Sunday School attendance. Par~nts ar~

in the main absent from public worship on the Lord's Day.
Recently we heard of a large parish in the Church of which there
were only 35 people present at a morning service. An address
in Edinburgh is quoted in which Miss Agnes B. Muir gave it as
her opinion that "through the cinema film the manners and
morals of the underworld of Chicago, the glorification of crooks
and gangsters, and a debased form of speech was becoming
common among the youth of this country." Yet cinemas are
open on the Lord s Day in many places. The moral decay of
young people is further attributed to alcoholic liquor, cigarette
smoking, make-up vanity, the dance hall, and the reading of
fiction. Youth movements have been resorted to such as Scouts,
Guides, and Boys' and Girls' Life Brigades, but they have not
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arrested the evils amongst our young people. Mr. Newman
Watts thinks that " Parliament and the educational authorities
need to be convinced of the basic need of more attention being
given to the religious side of the nation's life." He also says,
" If anything is going to be done on a large scale to overcome
the present tragic conditions, only an act of God, we fear, will
do it." For ourselves, we feel that the state of things is
deplorable in the extreme. But what about the condition of the
professing Church? Cowper says:

" When nations are to perish in their sins,
'Tis in the Church the leprosy begins."

In our view the professing Church is in a very rotten state. On
the one hand there are the Romish doctrines of sacerdotalism,
which are very largely cherished, and despite the war, are still
cherished. Along with this departure from Protestant evangelical
truth, there is associated a loose observance of the Lord's day,
and a definite encouragement given to attendance at theatres,
cinemas, and dances. Large numbers of Anglo-Catholic parishes
arrange whist-drives and dances. Ministers of the Gospel use
the wireless and buy newspapers on the Lord's day. We have
heard of a clergyman going to the public house to get his glass of
beer. We have heard of strict Baptists using the wireless on the
Lord's day to hear war news.

On the other hand German denials of the truth of the Bible
have been largely imbibed by leading ministers in the Established
and Free Churches. If the Pentateuch is a forgery, the Ten
Commandments were not Divinely. spoken by God from the
summit of Sinai, nor are the laws of marriage in Leviticus of
binding authority, nor is the word of Christ Himself to be relied
upon. He quoted the Pentateuch as the Word of God, but
modernists in effect say it is not the Word of God. How can we
expect men to reverence God and_His day if they throw over the
Bible?

Then there seems to be a growing tendency to deliver parents
from their own personal responsibility to train their children in
the way they should go. All these things should make God's
true people to be ashamed and blush for the deplorable state into
which the churches and the nation have declined, and it should
lead us ourselves to repent of our own failure to remember the
whole of the Sabbath day to keep it holy. It should lead us to
humble ourselves before God and to seek His abounding grace to
enable us to break more fully with everything that is worldly,
unholy, and unbecoming a true Christian. It should lead us by
God's grace to come out from the world more fully, and to be
separate from its evil doctrines and its evil ways. It should lead
us more fully to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live



more soberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world.
There is sin in the camp of God's own people. 0 that we were
all more convicted of its presence, and enabled by His mighty
grace to walk more becomingly in our private life, our home life,
our daily and business life, our ministerial life, and our Sabbath
day life. God's voice is speaking loudly to us by this awful war.
o that we may listen and tremble at His Word.

Let us get back to the methods of Christ and His Apostles.
They never resorted to Boys' Brigades, Scouts, and other move
ments to catch the young. In our view God will gather in His
elect by the means and the power used by Christ and the Apostles.

MOSES: A Poem. By the Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A. Pp. 90.
Price 3s. 6d. (From the Author, Rector of Rodden, Frome,
Somerset.)

This is another of Mr. Pittaway's long poems. We print this
notice of it, so that it may appear in our next issue. It is, however,
impossible for us to read it at this juncture.

Those who have read the author's other poems will know what
to expect. We would only say that Mr. Pittaway is an appre
ciative reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
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EDITORIAL.
RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR, WITH MANY THANKS :-MISS H. J. THOMAS; MR. J. H.

ROSE; MR. M. SIMMS; MISS H. BROOKSBANK; MISS L. ORMISTON; MR. H. H.
BARTLETT; MR. L. G. MILLS: MR. A. H. WOODHURST; MRS. L. HAWORTH;
MR. J. W. PAYNE; MR. E. M. PERT; MR. E. J. POUNDS; MRS. J. E. TREMA[N ;
Mns. E. BURRAGE; M[ss J. GARDlNER; MISS E. 'WORTHY; MISS R. COWELL;
MR. D. HADLEY; MR. E. GODDARD; MISS A. PARKINSON; MR. N. TONGE;
MISS J. ALEXANDER; DR. L. M. HOUGHTON.

Exlracls from our Correspondenls.

From Lulon: "It is a great mercy that we have still preserved to us, in our
land, the Gospel, the Bible, our religious liberties, and a good number of faithful
ministers of Jesus Christ to preach His ~verlasting Gospel. May He be pleased to
increase their number.... May your labours and those of your co-helpers in
sending forth the GOSPEL MAGAZINE be owned and blessed."

From Brislol: "All will be thankful that the Magazine can continue, though
rcduced to once in two months. It will be greatly and grievously missed as a
monlhly, but the promise remains sure to His redeemed pcople, ' In the days o[
[amine they shall be satisfied.' " ~

From Cheshire: "We thank God [or the Magazine, [or its helpful messages
which are so comforting to many of us in these difficult days."

SI. Neols: "The GOSPEL MAGAZINE is always welcome in our home, and a source
o[ comfort and inspiration. We value its truth and faithfulness to God."

Newlon Abbol: "I enjoy reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE very much."
From Birmingham: "I pray for a double portion of Christ's love, grace, wisdom,

/' and persevering strength, to enable you and all your contributory writers still to '
spend your lives in His service."

From Boscombe: "I send my thanks to you and all the writers in our GOSPEL
MAGAZ[NE. I always pray for you. llIay our dear Lord bless and keep us all till
we meet in glory with our loved ones."


