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(I Who comforteth us in all our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."_2 CORlmHIANS i. 4.

" OUR SINS" AND" HIS MERCY."

" He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according
to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth,
so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. As far as
the east is from the west, so far hath he removed OUI trans
gressions from US."-PSALM ciii. 10-12.

HUMILIATING and yet immensely comforting is this declaration of
the inspired psalmist. It is humiliating to think that members of
GOD'S family must speak of " our sins," "our iniquities," "our
transgressions," but it is immensely comforting to know of His
forbearance, " His mercy" and His removal of" our transgressions."
It is of the LORD'S family that the psalmist is speaking. He
describes them three times over as " them that fear Him" (See
11, 13, 17). Towards" them that fear Him" His mercy and His
pity are extended, and" upon them that fear Him " His mercy is
"from everlasting to everlasting." We are unworthy of the
least of His mercies, but yet His mercy endureth for ever towards
us. His mercies have abounded in the year which will have dosed
when this Family Portion is, GOD willing, being read, and they
will much more abound in the new year of our lives.

1. It is well to notice that in this passage the members of the LORD'S
family acknowledge that they are sinners.

They speak of " our sins," " our iniquities," " our transgressions."
There is no time when we are not obliged to humbly acknowledge
that we are guilty of sin. "In many things we offend all" (lames
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iii. 2). The flesh within us always lusteth against the spirit, and to
do so is sin. Hence" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (I John i. 8). "There is not
a just man upon the earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not"
(Eccles. vii. 20).

" In my flesh dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18), and the
flesh is part of myself, so that however practically blameless my
life may be, there is that within me that is antagonistic to GOD.
A part of myself is always in rebellion against my GOD and FATHER.
Hence I must always say:

.. I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my all in all."

I have daily need to say" Forgive us our trespasses."
Let us start the year in humiliation before our GOD and FATHER.

We are still unworthy of His mercies. We still need to approach
His throne of grace to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time
of need.

2. Secondly, in the passage we are considering, the members of
the LORD'S family recognize GOD'S forbearance.

" He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us
according to our iniquities." He has known and been aware of all
our sins, and we are obliged to say, " Thou hast set our iniquities
before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance." Yet
He has not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according
to our iniquities. If He had done so, where should we have been
no\\"? Why, we should have been in hell. But we are not there.
Instead of that we are on our way through infinite grace to Heaven.
How do we account for that? Is it not due to His forbearance?
Because He is a forbearing GOD He has not dealt with us according
to our sins. We were born in sin. We are by nature the children
of wrath, even as others. Sin has more or less characterized us all
through our lives. We sinned before,He called us by His grace.
We have sinned since He called us. We have been guilty of sins of
thought; of word, and of deed. It may be that those around us
have thought how holily, and justly, and unblameably we have
walked, but must we not confess that unknown to those around us
we have been guilty of sin? \¥hen we have drawn near to GOD in
prayer and begun to address Him, how frequently have our thoughts
wandered away and our prayers have been interrupted? Is not
that irreverence towards the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity? If we were ushered in to the presence of our earthly
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king, and had begun to speak to him and then stopped and wandered
away in thought, should we not reproach ourselves for such want
of respect? How much more do we need to reproach ourselves for
our wanderings in prayer and praise! Have we not often been
guilty of some unkind word, unkind thought, or unkind deed?
Have not the sins of our lives been great in number? Yet GOD

has spared us all through our lives. He has been forbearing towards
us. He has not rewarded us according to our iniquities.

.. I often feel my sinful heart
Prone from my JESUS to depart;

But though I have Him oft forgot,
His lovingkindness changes not."

What reason we have to praise our GOD for His lovingkindness
and forbearance.

3. Then think of the immensity of His mercy.
" As the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy

toward them that fear Him." Who can measure the distance
between heaven and earth? Astronomers tell us that the sun is
ninety-three millions of miles from the earth, and that some of the
nearest stars are five hundred thousand times farther from us than
the sun. Yet there is more space beyond the stars. The mercy
of the LORD toward His people is thus immeasurable. We cannot
scale its height, nor fathom its depth. How great then is His mercy
towards His people, and how great must their sin be to require such
mercy? Moreover it is not only great in height and depth, but it is
great in duration. It is " from everlasting to everlasting" (v. 17).
We shall never be other than" debtors to mercy." Divine mercy is
eternal, and its objects will eternally experience His mercy.

.. Oh! render thanks to God above,
The Fountain of eternal love;

Whose mercy firm through ages past
Has stood, and shall for ever last."

We shall always have reason with abundant gratitude lo say,
" His mercy endureth for ever."

4. Fourthly, the members of the LORD'S family acknowledge and
are assured of the fullness and completeness of the Lord's pardoning
mercies.

" As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed
our transgressions from us." The sun rises in the east and sets
in the west. As the distance from earth to heaven is immeasurable,
so the distance from east to west is also immeasurable. Thus the
LORD Himself hath removed from His people to an infinite extent
their transgressions. He first removed them from His people and
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laid them upon their Divine Surety. Deeply conscious of their
sins they say, " All we like sheep have gone astray; we haw
turned everyone to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all." Thus" He bare the sin of many." He
carried up their sins in His Own body to the tree. There He " was
once offered to bear the sins of many." By the sacrifice of Himself
He put away their sin. He died in their stead. He bore the penalty
of sin in their place. He was made a curse for them. "He was
wounded for their transgressions, He was brui ed for their iniquities:
the chastisement of their peace was upon Him; and with Hi
stripes they are healed." GOD can now be at once just and the
justifier of him that believeth in JESUS. Art thou a belieyer in
Him? If so, thou canst triumphantly say, " Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of GOD'S elect? It is GOD that justifieth.
Who is he that condemneth? It is CHRIST that died." "There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in CHRIST
JESUS" (Rom. viii. 1, 33). CHRIST hath borne the full penalty
of thy sins, and hath put them away for ever. As far as the east
is from the west, so far GOD hath removed them from thee. He has
cast all thy sins behind His back (Is. xx,-xviii. 17).

His believing people can say, "who is a GOD like unto Thee,
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His anger for eyer,
because He delighteth in mercy." Hence He is a GOD \\·ho ca t
all the sins of all His believing people into the depths of the ea
(See Micah vii. 18, 19). Their iniquity shall be sought for, and
there shall be none, and their sins shall not be found (See Jer. 1. 20).
He graciously says, " I will be merciful to their unrighteousne ,
and their sins and their iniqm'ties will I remember 1W more" (Heb.
viii. 12; x. 17).

The ground of His pardoning mercy is the blood-shedding, the
substitutionary death of His dear SON. His blood was hed f~r many
for the remission of sin (See Matt. xxvi. 28). "We have redemption
through His blood; the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace" (Ephes. i. 7). "The blood of JESUS CHRIST; His Son
cleanseth us from all sin" (I John 1. 7).

Thus if you are resting by faith on CHRIST, the holy substitute of
His people, you can at the outset of the New Year say, " Bless the
LORD, 0 my soul; and all that is within me bless His holy name.
Bless the LORD, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who
forgiveth all thine iniquities" (Ps. ciii. 1-3).
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'Ye need indeed to humble ourselves to the dust because of
our sins, our iniquities," "our transgressions," but what

reason we have to praise Him, and to go on praising Him, for the
immensity, the fullness and the completeness of His forgiving
mercy?

TFhitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's LYlln.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THE SEEDS OF SPIRITUAL DECAY.
THE Lord Chief Justice of England (Lord Caldecote), at the Annual
/Meeting of the Church Pastoral Aid Society, held in London on
April 30th, said, " The mirror held up to English life to-day showed
a great deal which must give cause for anxiety. Church-going,
family prayers, Bible knowledge, Sunday observance, all seemed to
be outworn. We were uncomfortably reminded of the seeds of
decay which the satirists saw in Rome of the second century,
followed by the dis olution of the empire within two centuries more.
The Evangelical revival began to be spent in the latter half of the
nineteenth century and in part at any rate to be submerged by the
Oxford Movement. With the ebb of the Evangelical Movement
our churches had become emptier, our sense of religious values 'l

less acute. The reactions of that same ebb were seen in the changes
which had taken place in the form of our services. Some of the
changes-the official adoption of the eastward position, the use of
sacrificial vestments, the changes in the order of Holy Communion,
the discouragement of evening Communion (once common and much
valued in the Church), and the lack of discipline-had tended to
push out those who preferred the old ways, and these changes had
coincided with the falling off in public worship which we deplored."

FIRST LORD ON RELIGION IN THE FLEET.
WRITING to the general Secretary of the World's Evangelical
alliance concerning the meetings for united national prayer for
victory taking place on the first Tuesday of each month at Central
Hall, Westminster, Mr. A. V. Alexander, First Lord of the Ad
miralty, says :-" Frequently when I have been interviewing. naval
officers on their return from dangerous operations which have
landed them in difficult situations, they have expressed to me their
deep consciousness of the directing hand of Providence over them.

" My visits to the Fleet have brought home to me that a true
sense of religion does animate officers and men of the avy, and
you yourself will recollect that their reliance upon the Divine power
of which you speak has been the hall mark of the private lives of
many of our greatest admirals."-The Times, Oct. 13th, 1941.
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HATLESS WOMEN IN THE ASSEMBLIES.

" Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dis
honoureth his head. But every woman that prayeth or prophes
ieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is
even all one as if she were shaven."-I COR. xi. 4, 5.

IN these words the inspired Apostle definitely teaches that every
man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonours,
disgraces, or treats with indignity his head. On the other hand
every woman praying or prophesying with her head uncovered or
unveiled, dishonours, disgraces, or treats with indignity her head.
" That is even all one," the Apostle says, " as if she were shaven."
Then he goes on to say that " if it be a shame for a woman to be
shorn or shaven, let her be covered." That is, let her head be
covered when she is joining in prayer in the public assemblies of
GOD'S people.

This inspired teaching of the Apostle is based on the truth that
" the head of the woman is the man" (v. 3). In another place we
read that" the husband is the head of the wife, even as CHRIST is
the head of the Church. Therefore as the church is subject unto
CHRIST, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything"
(Ephes. v. 24). Of course, the headship of CHRIST over His people
is not the headship of a tyrant. So the headship of the husband
over his wife is a loving headship and " with such love on the one
side and such loyalty on the other the ruling will be tenderly
gracious, and the obedience grateful and free." (The late Dr.
Sinclair Paterson). This headship of the man over the woman was
not applicable to the Church at Corinth merely. It is a truth
applicable to every assembly of the saints, and is enjoined on men
and women in every place and for all time. At the very beginning
GOD said to the woman, " Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and
he shall rule over thee" (Gen. iii. 16). Wives are to submit them
selves unto their own husbands, as unto the LORD. The woman is
bidden not" to usurp authority over the man." "Ye wives, be in
subjection to your own husbands; that if any obey not the word,
they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the
wives." "Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him LORD; whose
daughters ye are, as long as ye do well" (See Ephes. v. 22; I Tim.
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ii. 12; I Peter iii. 1-6). No truly godly woman who bows to the
authority of the inspired Scriptures will kick against this teaching.
Moreover, every godly husband who humbly follows the teaching
of Scripture will love his wife even as CHRIST loved the Church.
He will give honour unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel. He
will love his wife as his own body and nourish and cherish her, even
as the LORD nourishes and cherishes the Church which He purchased
with His own blood. We are constrained to write on this subject
because of a statement put forth by the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York, " after consultation with the bishops generally" which
appeared in The Times of Nov. 7th, 1942. The statement is as
follows ;-

" Questions are frequently asked in these days concerning the
old customary rule that women should not enter a church building
with their heads uncovered. The Scriptural authority behind this
rule, is St. Paul's regulation, but this required that they should be
veiled. That has long ago fallen out of use, and after consultation
with the bishops generally we wish it to be known that no woman
or girl should hesitate to enter a church uncovered, nor should any
objection to their doing so be raised."

First 0/ all we would make a few observations about this statement.
a. The statement no doubt refers mainly to women attending

church services uncovered. The Apostle Paul said nothing about
merely entering a church or other place of worship when no service
was going on. .

b. The tatement admits that the customary rule that women
should not attend church services with their heads uncovered is
an old custom. We presume it has been the custom since Apostolic
times. If then the professing Church has acquiesced in this old
rule for hundreds of years are we to assume that all the leaders of
the churches during this long period were in the wrong in keeping
to this old custom? We have consulted Calvin's commentary
on the subject. He wrote in the 16th century, and his commentary
on Paul's teaching in I Cor. xi fully endorses this rule. Dr. Gill
wrote in the 18th century and he endorses the rule. Dr. Charles
Hodge and Canon Fausset wrote in the 19th century, and they
endorse the rule. Are we to suppose that they were all wrong in
this matter, and that it is only now in the twentieth century that it
has been discovered that this old custom is no longer binding?
For ourselves we think that the teaching of the Apostle on this
subject is still binding.
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c. The statement asserts that the Apostle Paul's regulation on
the subject required that women should be veiled, and that the
custom of women being veiled has" long fallen out of use." But
surely the principle is the same. So long as the woman's head is
covered it makes no real difference whether it is covered with a veil
or with a hat.

d. The Episcopate now wish it to be known that in their view
" no woman or girl should hesitate to enter a church uncovered."
It·needs to be remembered that this view of the Episcopate is only
their own private thoughts on the subject on which Paul treats.
The sixth Article of the Church of EnglaIJ.d says that" Whatsoever
is not read in Holy Scripture, nor may be proved thereby, is not
to be required of any man, that it should be belieYed as an article
of the Faith." The right of private judgment is thus asserted, and it
is still open to every Christian man or woman prayerfully to consider
the Apostle's teaching on this subject and to conclude that" the
old customary rule" is still binding in reference to women attending
Church services with their heads covered.

l\loreover, it is still open to the Authorities connected with any
given place of worship to encourage '''''omen still to attend Church
services with their heads covered. It is important also that we
should add, that though it- is our duty to give proper respect to the
utterances of.<church leaders whether the Church be established or
Free, yet the leaders by themselves are not the Church. The
Church of GOD consists of all the elect, regenerated, justified and
saved people of GOD.

Secondly, we would humbly and briefly set forth wAat we believe
to be the teaching of the inspired Apostle on this subiect.

a. First of all the Apostle lays down the principle that" the head
of the woman is the man." We have already shown that this is
frequently taught in Scripture. It is well known that this is a
truth now largely rejected. Our Reformers recognized it when they
drew up the marriage service of the Church of England. We do
not possess a copy of the marriage services in the various Free
churches. Now in the marriage service of the Church of England
the bride is asked if she will obey, serve, love and honour the bride
groom and she answers" I will." The address at the conclusion
of the marriage service is all taken from Scripture, and is in full
harmony with this promise. It is well known that in the ne,\'
prayer book, which was mercifully rejected by Parliament, the
promise of the bride to obey her husband was left out. That surely



was tantamount to a rejection of the teaching of the Word of GOD
on the headship of the man over the woman.

Now the teaching of the Apostle Paul on women's heads being
covered at church services is based on the permanent and abiding
teaching of Scripture as to the headship of the man. Because the
head of the woman is the man the Apostle says" Every man
praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his
head." For the same reason "every woman that prayeth or
prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head." Now
the headship of the man over the woman was not a truth intended
for the Corinthian Church only, nor for Churches in the East only.
It is a truth lor all time and is a permanent truth. The custom then
which grows out of this truth is permanent and abiding. Every
man at public worship should have his head uncovered. Every
woman at public worship should have her head covered. These two
injunctions stand or fall together. If the old custom of women
wearing hats at public worship is abolished, the old custom of men
not wearing hats, may on the same ground be abolished. The
result would be that the heads of women would be uncovered and
the heads of men covered at all Church services. But more than
that, the Divine law that" the head of the woman is the man"
would have to be changed into" the head of the man is the woman."
But the Apostle definitely says" A man indeed ought not to cover
his head, for as much as he is the image and glory of GOD: but the
woman is " the glory of the man." Therefore she ought to cover her
head in token of her subordination to the man. "For the man is
not 01 the woman,. but the woman 01 the man." Here the Apostle
lays down another permanent truth as old as creation. The woman
was formed to be a help meet for man. She was formed of a rib
taken out of man. She" was taken out of man" (Gen. ii. 21-24).

This truth is not intended for the Church of Corinth only nor
for any of the Eastern churches only. It is an abiding truth for all
churches in all time, and it is one of the reasons assigned by the
Apostle for the customs of women having their heads covered and
men being present at Church services with their heads uncovered.

b. Secondly, the Apostle says" If the woman be not covered,
let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn
or shaven, let her be covered."

The covering to which the Apostle refers is a covering in addition
to the woman's hair. If she be not covered, let her also be shorn.
That is, let her not only be without the covering of a veil or hat,

B
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but also let her be without the covering afforded by her long hair.
" Doth not even nature itself teach you, that if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him? But if a woman have long hair, it is a
glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering." And just
as GOD has given a woman long hair for a covering, so He teaches us
through the Apostle that in addition to the covering of her hair
she should be covered with a veil or hat at Church services. "If it
be a shame for a woman to be shorn" of her hair let her be covered
with a veil or hat, besides having the covering of her long hair.
When the Apostle says, " Doth not even nature itself teach you? "
he is surely not declaring that nature teaches the Corinthian saints
only. He teaches, we believe, that nature, our inborn sense of
propriety, teaches" that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto
him, but if a woman have long hair it is a glory to her." The
Apostle concludes his inspired teaching on this subject by saying,
" If any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom,
neither the Churches of GOD." We understand these words to
mean that if any man contends against the teaching of the inspired
Apo tle on this subject we, the Apostles, have no such custom as
the contentious man would allow, neither have the other Churches
of GOD. In other words the teaching on this subject was the
teaching not only of Paul, but also of the other Apostles, and all
the other churches were obeying that teaching.

Thirdly, we would now make a few concluding observations.
\Ve feel that this matter of hatless women at Church services does

not stand alone. For many years there has been a growing loose
ness in the habits and ways of many women. Many years agQ
mixed bathing at seaside resorts was not allowed. Now it is a
common custom. The result is that the former modesty, which
more or less characterized girls and women has, in a great measure,
died out. Men and women lie on the sands in bathing dress and
play games in that condition. Women and girls walk about the
streets in bathing attire. We once saw two grown up girls in
bathing attire in a refreshment place. They had their bare legs
and thighs stretched out and there seemed a sad lack of modesty
in their demeanour.

It is becoming increasingly common for girls and women to go
about in men's attire. Yet we read, " The woman shall not wear
that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a
woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD

thy God" (Deut. xxii. 5). Probably most females are not aware of
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the existence of this passage of Scripture. Even so, it seems a lack
of modesty for them to resort to this kind of dress. ", e should like
to hear of Christian girls declining to wear men's clothes, even if
commanded to do so. The courage of such men as Shadrach,
Meshach, Abednego and Daniel seems to be dying out.

Then, how sad it is to see so many women and girls 0/ all classes
smoking cigarettes. Sixty years ago one might see very occasionally
an old woman smoking a long clay pipe, but now the number of
females who smoke is very large. They might say " why should
not we smoke as well as men?" For ourselves we should like to
hear of men who smoke being led to abandon the habit when they
see how women and girls are following their example. Some
medical men say that smoking is bad for the heart and throat.
But apart from that, is it not a terrible waste of money? George
Muller had a cheque for £20 sent to him by a young man in Liverpool.
The young man was convinced he was wrong in spending as he did
twenty pounds a year on smoking. Over 300 millions are spent by
our nation on tobacco, and yet for the spread of the Gospel in
heathen lands all the denominations put together give only about
two millions. Those who have never contracted the habit of
smoking never feel their heed of it.

Then, how sad it is to see women and girls of all classes resorting
to lip-stick. Seven millions are spent we are told on cosmetics.
But how ugly are the lips and nails of those who resort to this
red paint. Surely God's work in fashioning our bodies cannot be
made more beautiful by adding red paint to our nails and lips.
Would it improve a beautiful rose to paint it with red paint?
Then, this habit of women and girls cutting off their beautiful hair
is condemned by the Apostle. Read again I Cor. xi. 14, 15. Then,
is it becoming for ladies in a railway carriage to be powdering their
cheeks, etc., when coming to the end of their journey? \

Then what is the reason that ladies spend considerable sums at
barbers to have their hair dealt with? It does seem as if vanity
is at' the bottom of women wishing to attend Church services
without hats and we would earnestly exhort all Christian women
and girls to beware of these loose, modern, and vain customs that
have been springing up of late years.

We must not omit in this catalogue the custom of women going
about without stockings and wearing unduly short frocks.

We feel that serious moral degeneration has set in, and, if these
go on as they are doing, full-blown antichristianism will show itself
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in this land which GOD has so blessed in the years that are
past.

We need to get back to a clear grasp of doctrinal and Gospel
truth, to simplicity in worship, to faith in GOD for the supply of
our needs and to a holy separation from all the evils that abound.
Our cry needs to be, LORD, have mercy upon us, and deliver us from
the power of the world, the flesh, and the devil.

THE EDITOR.

A CO FUCIANIST READS A LESSON I ST. PAUL'S.

ON Wednesday, July 8th, a united religious demonstration was held
in St. Paul's Cathedral, " on behalf of those who have died in China
and those who still carry on the struggle that has been waged for the
past five years." Prayers were offered by Dr. Scott-Lidgett, a
prominent Dissenting Minister, and the Chinese Ambassador, Mr.
Wellington Koo, read a lesson taken from Isaiah.

A Church paper says that Mr. Wellington Koo, is "by faith
a Confucian." An address was given by the Archbishop of Can
terbury. Confucius lived in the years 521-479 before Christ. He
was a great philosopher and taught high moral principles, but he
was not a Christian. His teaching gave no place to' the God of the
Bible, the Christ of the Bible nor to the heaven of the Bible. We all
admire the brave stand which China is making against her enemies,
and we pray that eventually China may completely be delivered
from her wicked foes. With feelings full of deepest sympathy for
that great country we can yet hardly regard it as consistent with
Christian principles to invite a non-Christian to take part in a
professedly Christian service. Things, however, are becoming
so lax that any layman, converted or unconverted, may be chosen
for reading the lessons in Church services.

THE OLD MA .

THE" old man" is ever the" old man." He may be restrained,
held in check, subdued, kept under; but he alters not his nature.
A vicious horse is not better tempered because the kicking straps
prevent him from dashing the carriage to pieces, while the muzzle
prevents him from biting the passer-by. And so, in the deepest and
most real sense, man is none the better because the restraints of
custom and providence may hinder him from following that course
of life which he prefers. Poor fallen human nature behind the bars
of laws, and in the cage of fear of punishment, is none the less a sad
being. Should his master unlock the door he soon manifests what
he would be, or dO.-PASTOR S. C. CHAMPION in Peace and Truth.
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·WELLSPRINGS.

13

" Hast thou entered into the treasures 0/ the snow? or hast thou seen
the treasures 0/ the hail,

Which I have reserved against the time 0/ trouble, against the day 0/
battle and war? "-JOB xxxviii. 22, 23.

WE would bow our heads and humble ourselves under this Divine
and majestic question! Hail, a symbol of judgment, and yet spoken
of as associated with-treasures and they reserved for a day of trouble
a'nd judgment! May the Holy Spirit give us befitting attitude of

'heart and mind; open the eyes of our understanding, and bless
us in our meditation to His own Glory. We find that the physical
elements snow; wind; hail; rain and waters are classed among
the treasures of God-The Psalmist acknowledged this when he
called upon all to" Praise ye the LORD . .. For I know the LORD
is great ... Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did He in heaven,
and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places. He causeth the
vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth, he maketh lightnings
for the rain; He bringeth the wind out of His treasuries" (Ps.
cxxxv. 5-7). They all have their appointed times and service, and
one would love to linger over their several associations, but we must
concentrate our thoughts at this time on the subject of hail and its
teaching. Let us search and try our hearts as to what" treasures"
have been discovered to us by His upholding and sustaining grace
in the days of our long pilgrimage, and very especially in these
last days of worldwide war and sorrow. The LORD in His awful
majesty speaks" out of the whirlwind" to His servant Job, and
everyone of His elect vessels of mercy, may each ask " where wast
Thou when I, Jehovah, laid the foundations of the earth? " and
its" chief corner stone" (verses 4-6), and bow our heads and worship.
Had you and I any part and lot in the matter? Where were we
when the Creator of all things brought the world into existence and
made all things for His own pleasure, and the wrath of man to
praise Him?

Now we find from the Holy Scriptures that Hail is employed
to execute the wrath of God even as He sent it as a judgment upon
Egypt, and mercifully withheld it from the Children of Israel
(Exod. L'C. 19-26). "A tempest of hail" in heavy judgment is
threatened upon the drunkards of Ephraim" (Isa. xxviii. 1, 2,).
The Assyrian nation that persecuted His people is threatened with
" the lighting down of His Arm with the flame of a devouring fire,
with scattering and tempest and hailstones (Isa. xxx. 30). He
reproved the " false prophets" who had cried " peace when there
was no peace," and deceived His People thereby. He declared He
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would visit them with" An overflowing shower; and ye, 0 great
hailstones shall fall" (Ezek. xiii. ll). We remember how in the
judgments predicted for the last days we have those solemn warnings
of Rev. viii. 7; xi. 19; xvi. 21. Yet whilst hail is thus indicative
of Jehovah's awful displeasure against sin our text speaks of it as
containing" treasures" and I want to lead the mind of my readers
to this brighter side of the subject that shall bring forth the spirit of
praise in our hearts, whereby to glorify Him. That our God has
His Treasury is without a doubt-just as we get it in type under the
earlier dispensation which I ask the reader to turn to and meditate
upon more extensively than space permits u here (losh. vi. 9;
I Chron. ix. 26 and xxviii. ll; Neh. xiii. 12, 13; Matt. xxvii. 6, etc.
We find, too, the word speaking of " the treasures of darkness"
(Isa. xlv. 3) of " bringing forth the wind out of His treasure "
(Jer. x: 13) and the promise that He will fill all the treasures of His
chosen people (Prov. viii. 21), and all to teach u that in Him are
"hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. ii. 3).
His dealings are infinite and full of wisdom and love to His People
though often the blessing coming to them is full of frowning
Providences.

In these dark days when the Apostasy well-nigh overwhelms God's
feeble folk they feel up against such awful satanic forces that they
cry out with the persecuted David, " I shall one day perish by the
hand of Saul." Our frail little vessels threaten to cap ize and the
the floods of evil overwhelm us. Our little light is so dim again t
the rampant wickedness and satanic power and our desire to
influence and witness seems utterly to fail. But it is then that the
Sovereignity of our God rests us. He is King of Kings and still
upon His Throne, the ever reigning LORD of Heaven and Earth,
bringing HIS mighty things to pass under such seemingly untoward
circumstances and dark Providences. One of the graciously sus
tained miracles of our day is the printing and circulating broadca t
of the precious Word of God when shortage of paper and man labour
is so seriously to be taken into account. But the believer's hope i
in that Word which is "forever settled in Heaven" and will
accomplish to the end of time that whereunto it is ordained in the
Salvation of sinners to the last elect vessel of mercy to be gathered
in. The circulation of this eternal seed is being especially received
by men in each of the three forces; men who know what they are
facing and who want to know, it may be for the first time in their
lives, where they are standing in regard to Eternity.

Then again, how many a heart-cheer have the servants of God had
when reading of that Godly Lieutenant-General, Sir W. Dobbie,
whose life in Malta has been such a power for good and encourage
ment to all the islanders during their terrible experiences. He was,
and is, by the grace of God, still known as the man of one Book,
a man of prayer, one who is not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Again, it is a sacred joy to quote from " Toilers of the
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Deep," Aug. 1942: "When addressing the ship's company on board
H.M.S. King George, and after the chase and sinking of the Bismark,
Admiral Sir John Tovey, Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, said,
" One is very diffident about speaking of these things in public, but
for many years I have been a believer in the power of prayer.
During these last few days, I have prayed as I never prayed before.
If anyone had said we could meet the Bismark that great ship with
her main armament of 9 in. and 15 in. guns unimpaired and come
out of the action without damage, and without the loss of a single
British life, no one would have believed him. It is incredible. It
can only be attributed to one thing-I firmly believe that the result
of this action was due to Divine Guidance and Protection."

Another cheering and God-honouring testimony was given in
The Western Daily Press of July 28th, 1942. An Inspiring Sea
Story was inserted at full length by the Editor's courtesy. We regret
we can only give the briefest outline in these pages. But it told of
the experience of a sailor whose large vessel was one of a large convoy
of liners detailed to carry a Canadian division across the Atlantic
Ocean. As was usually necessary under such circumstances, the
utmost secrecy of their movements was to be preserved by officers
and men. The writer, however, goes on to tell that somehow the
Germans knew and the evening before their departure it was
announced on their Radio the names of the ships, the date of their
sailing, and that not one of those vessels would reach their destina
tion! The enemy may propose and blaspheme, but our God in
Heaven disposes and controls all hearts and lives. The narrator
goes on to tell how naturally, "a wave of depression went through the
troops, but personally I felt it to be a challenge from Satan, and
going to my cabin I got on my knees before God and like Hezekiah of
old, told the Lord all about it. The next day we-a line of stately
ships sailed out of harbour. As we did so, we left a sunlit port for
as dense a fog as one could ever get at sea. 0 vessel could see
one another. avigation was dangerous and difficult ... but
realizing the safety that the fog gave us from the enemy I welcomed
it and pointed out to others its protective value.

The Germans had not made this threat of sinking us without
meaning it. During the days and nights taken to cross the Atlantic
submarines were again and again reported . . Evidently they had
been waiting for us but failed to find us in God's jog. For three
days and nights the fog continued-submarines were around us and
more than once we had orders to change our route on their account.
On the fourth day the weather cleared-more submarines were
reported. As orders came through the weather began to get thick
again and the fog increased. Forty miles beyond the danger spot
it cleared altogether. Last warning of danger--enemy planes 170
miles to the west of us-but they failed also, and that evening while
, Lord Haw Haw' announced that the Germans had carried out
their threat, and every ship in the convoy had been sunk, about 200
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officers and men attended a voluntary thanksgiving service on board
my ship and together publicly thanked God for keeping them all
safe. At 6 a.m. the convoy reached port without one casualty.to
man or vessel the whole voyage."

Oh! how encouraged are our hearts and how is faith strengthened
as we hear or read of suck cases as these, and believe that the Lord
is at work to His own glory and doing marvellous things in accom
plishing His purposes, and shewing forth the might of His Arm and
the greatness of His power in even the controlling of wind and
weather when they are to work salvation for His people. Surely
" the treasures of the snow," and" the treasures of the hail" in
the Omnipotent Hand of Him \Vho ruleth on high, and in earth and
skie and seas, are ever executing His Divine and unalterable
decrees and leaving man impotent. How just and right are all Thy
ways, Thou King of Saints. These" treasures" I repeat, are to
be traced daily by His way-worn saints in the midst of all the dangers
and horrors of this Satanic and barbarous war. Oh! for faith to
" be still and know that He is God," and working out in His Sover
eign will all His purposes, unfrustrated by man. If His children
were not able to rest there, how utterly the heartbreaking stories of
scattered missionaries,destroyed mission stations,the loss of property
and lives, would so overwhelm our hearts with dismay and sorrow,
but for knowing that od is still Almighty and upon the Throne of
His holiness. Man may mean it all " unto evil," but if our God
means it all to work out for ultimate good, we shall sooner or later
be brought to rejoice in the "mystelious way" as we see the
wonder-working plan of our God being unfolded.

A most touching account of a now" Prisoner of Jesus Christ"
is given us in China's Millions of a young man in Aberdeenshire who
was studying medicine with the hope of going out to China as a
medical missionary. This War breaks out and stops all his plans
and progress and he is enrolled in the Forces, on active service as
an Officer in France, and soon incarcerated in a German camp!
Are all his desires for a missionary witness at an end? Is God's
glory being overturned by this calamity? Far from it! Read the
testimony of this dear young prisoner of Jesus Christ. I quote from
China's Millions, Jan-Feb., 1942. "I am here in Camp (naming it).
We meet for Bible Readings, have prayer gatherings and wonderful
times. The Camp is ripe for harvest ... Words fail to express
the joy of the Lord Jesus as He has revealed Himself in the last
few weeks... God has blessed us richly of late and I have now a
Gospel Meeting with hymns every Sunday and a Prayer Meeting
and a Bible Study every day . . . Quiet times are hard, as for
example there are eighty-four in my room. I am the only Officers'
Christian Union member left."

And this man of God can testify of Christ's love like John in
Patmos, and sing His praises like Paul and Silas in prison, and write
from the depths of his heart" These are happy days, the presence
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of the Lord .Tesus being very real and daily more precious."! Such is
the sustaining riches of God's grace in these dark hours of His ser
vant's life.

r suppose that most of us have read the touching and oft-repeated
story of recent happening when" Bishop Golding-Bird was visiting
a hospital in Surrey and was talking to a poor woman who had been
badly bombed in her home. She had a broken pelvis, with head
and other parts of her body cut about. She said to the Bishop,
, Minister, I've lost everything. I've lost my man, I've lost my
bits of sticks, I've lost my home-I've lost everything.' Then after
a pause she added, ' Minister, I've told you a lie.' 'How's that? '
asked the Bishop, and the old woman replied, ' Help me turn over.'
When he had given her a hand she turned over with some groans,
and pulled out from under her pillow a little faded linen parcel from
which she produced a well-thumbed Bible, saying, ' I've told you a
lie. I've got this to begin my new home with'."

Now beloved reader, have you and r been by grace enabled to
trace some of God's treasures in these days of wintry experience
even whilst the hail of His judgments have been heavily apd right
eously descending upon guilty ~ations, and He, meanwhile bringing
mighty things to pass by His ever-standing Counsel and Sovereign
purposes and making His mercy to outshine all the horrors and
terrors and deadly ravages of this Satanic war? The "treasures of
the hail," directed and controlled in the Hand of Omnipotence can
and do bring mighty things to pass and blessings we never could
have dreamt of are born out of this awful conflict of Satan's hour !
There is still in spite of all the forces of hell, " the hiding of His
Power," the set time for deliverance and favour to Zion and the
turning of our captivity. The wonders of His deep counsel, under
such dark Providences will in His Own time and Way be made
known and the moment when He shall speak, " Peace be still" and
bring so great a calm to His now storm-tossed people. Yes, He
Who " bringeth the wind out of His treasuries" is the Sovereign
LORD of the universe. He has created all things for Himself and
His own ultimate Glory. His People will then see how ready and
mighty His own Arm was to save them!

" Reigning, guiding, all-commanding, ruling myriad worlds of light,
ow exalting, now abasing, none can stay Thy hand of might!

Working all things by Thy power, by the counsel of Thy will,
Thou art God! enough to know it, and to hear Thy 'Word,

• Be still '."

In Thy sovereignity rejoicing, we Thy children bow and praise,
For we know that kind and loving, just and true are all Thy Ways.
While Thy heart of Sovereign mercy. and Thine Arm of Sovereign

might,
For our great and strong salvation in Thy Sovereign grace unite."

(F. R. H.)
Thrice blessed be this God Who is our God for ever and ever,

and Who will be our Sovereign Protector in life and our Guide
even unto death! R.

•
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~trmon.5 anb j}ott.5 of ~trmon.5.

THE N MBERED PEOPLE.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREKD HENRY LAW,

DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after

their families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of
their names, every male by their polls; from twenty years old
and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel"
-NUM. i. 2, 3.

THESE verses bring us to the camp of Israel, still circling Sinai's
base. Christian thought, waiting for dews of heavenly grace,
delights to linger here. Let us observe the people closely. They
are snatched by God's hand from tyrannising foes. A miracle of
care supplies their daily wants. A moving pillar guides their way.
The law has been repeated to them amid terrific prodigies. More
over, they are fenced around by strict peculiarities of social custom
and of typal worship. Their contact with the world is broken.
They move amidst the nations of the earth, as a stream flowing
through the ocean's bed, unmingling with contiguous waves. God
near, with sheltering arms, is their defence. Goodness and mercy
guard their present steps. The land of promised rest is the horizon
of their hopes.

Reader, these annals are a historic mirror. They image out a
heavenly Father's special dealings with each child of faith. In
every age and place there is an Israel thus mercifully loved, and led,
and fed. The antitype will never fail till the last Christian's course
is run.

Hence precious teaching meets us in the study of this chart. We
often err and fail through dim discernment of our state. Peace
would abound, and comforts cheer, and strength put forth more
vigour, if right perceptions shed a clearer light. Let us, then,
view ourselves in Israel's varied story. Our every step finds
counterpart in them.

The parallel is quickly drawn. They once groaned bitterly in
cruel bondage. But mercy set them free. Believer, you, too, were
once a slave at Satan's will. He ruled you with an iron yoke. But
now the chain is broken, and you rejoice-the ransomed freedman
of the Lord. Egypt is escaped. The tyrant holds you not.

Israel's tribes are journeying, as strangers, through a desert waste.
And is not yours a wilderness-career? The abiding country is not
here. The rest is far away. But they are convoyed by a heavenly
guide. So, too, a beckoning hand marks out your wanderings by
day-by night. Is your soul needy? The bread of life fails not.
Are you athirst? The wells of life are ever open.
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They had heard" the voice of words"-the fiery law. This law
has also pierced the deep recesses of your inner man. You have
thus learned the glorious righteousness of God-the hateful sinful
ness of sin-your ruined state in self. You hence are taught to
pri~ the grace of your curse-bearing Lord, and the rich worth of
His imputed merits.

Was Israel God's special portion? You, too, are not your own.
You are a purchased property-a peculiar race. You shun the
world as a forbidden path-a rebel camp-an uncongenial clime
an alien tribe-a Jael's tent-a land of filth and snares.

This is a scanty outline. Daily experience fills in the picture.
Let each similitude be traced; for each is a fruitful school of wisdom
and improvement. There is, indeed, no novel thought in this
recital. Each Bible reader knows these things. But common
truths, like common blessings, soon lose their point. Colours soon
fade without renewing touch. The flame expires without reviving
breath. Reader, be wise, and often trace your own case in this
predictive story.

And now, before the people move, God speaks again. He gives
command to register the Number of each tribe. Account must be
distinctly taken. All names must be recorded. Their multitudes
must all be reckoned and exactly known.

New instruction meets us here. God ever leads us in a brightening
path. Fresh dealings are fresh seeds of wisdom. They call us to
discern anew His mind. May, then, this Numbering-act enrich
faith's stores!

In common matters, men count possessions which are choice, and
dear, and prized. They whose mean joys are fixed on this world's
pelf thus calculate their gold. Their coffers are oft opened. Fre
quent reckonings review the contents. See, too, the watchful
shepherd's care. His marking eye perpetually surveys the flock. As
they go forth-as they return-the umber is most diligently told.

Do we, then stray beyond sound limits-do we indulge unfounded
fancy-when in God's Numbering we read God's love? Do not
clear characters here write, that His people are thus umbered,
because loved----eounted, because prized?

This truth extends to all the children of faith's family. My soul,
come bow before it. Its worth exceeds all worlds.

There is no blessedness like his, whose glowing gratitude oft
realises, My God loves me-my name is in His heart. The Lord of
all creation esteems me among His choicest jewels.

The knowledge of this fact is reached by happy steps. They are
all scripturally firm.

Review them. Wherefore was Jesus sent to bear your sins, and
deck you in His robe of righteousness? Why did Jehavah inflict
on Him the hell-pains which were justly yours? Why was Christ
slain? Why are you spared? There can be only one reply
God loves you.
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And wherefore did the Spirit speed to arouse your sleeping
conscience, to show self's min, and the remedy of the cross? Why
did your inward adamant dissolve, and unbelief melt into faith, and
your whole heart clasp Jesus as its own? There can be only one
reply-God loves you.

How is it that your slender bark still rides above the raging
billows of an engulfing world? How is it that your tottering feet
are still upheld along the slippery hill which leads to Zion's heights?
The strength is not your own. It is most freely given. There can
be only one reply-God loves you.

When did this love commence? Tell me when God began to be,
and I will tell you when His love began. Will not this love expire?
Can God be no more God? While God is God, He must be
love.

God loves you! Would that the eye of faith for ever rested on
this glorious truth! .

Heroic might will brace the inner man, just as this thrives and
strengthens. God loves you! What an amazing impulse to bear
the willing servant over all mountains of doubt, and fear, and
hindrance! God loves you! What a strong shield to ward off

atan's darts! God loves yOll! It is victory before one blow is
struck. It is a pillow of unfailing peace. It is light in the dark day
of trial. It is a cordial of invigorating comfort. It is the holy wing
to lift above the world. It is an antepast of a sure heaven.

Next, who are Numbered? The young-the weak-the female
stand apart. None are enrolled but they whose age and strength
enable them for war.

Christ's service is a mighty work-a valiant struggle-a deter
mined fight. Satan disputes each onward step. We must un
dauntedly resist. The world presents its countless troops-all
quick to wound, and skilled to capture. We must defy them with
unwavering front. The flesh is an internal foe, haunting the secret
chambers of the heart, and twined around our very being. It gives
no respite. No respite must be giv~n to it.

Believer, yours is this warrior-life. Fight, as one fighting for
eternity. Strive, as one striving for a kingdom. March, as one
resolute to take heaven by storm. Jesus calls---{;ommands
precedes. Follow Him boldly. The Numbered host is umbered
for the fight. The fighting host will soon shout,-Victory! No one
will triumph who has never fought. I 0 one who truly fights will
fail.

Each Numbered soldier paid a ransom-price. Exod. xxx. 12.
The rich-the poor-were equally assessed. There was no differ
ence for differing age or state.

The gospel of this fact is clear. All in Christ's camp are ransomed
by His blood. All join the chosen band, confessing that they need
redemption, and glorying in redemption found. All plead one
sacrifice. All bring the self-same expiation price.
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Next comes the register. It presents a vast array of Numbered
warriors. They stretch beyond six hundred thousand men. Num.
i. 46. Whence is this marvellous increase? One family had entered
Egypt. Hardship, and cruelty, and toil, had done their worst to
keep them low. But now, within the lapse of a short period, they
stand an army of this vast extent. Whence is this multiplied
expanse?

God's early promise was their portion. "I will make of thee a
great nation." Gen. xii. 2. God's purpose never fails. When He
has spoken, seeming impossibilities may rise, but all in vain:
fulfilment will not tarry. The Numbered People prove that our
God is Truth as well as Love. His promise is a seed which surely
ripens into fruit.

Reader, behold again this multitude. It is an emblem of a far
larger host. The conflict'will soon end; and then before the throne
a countless company will be spread. Rev. vii. 9. They are the
saved from every nation-kindred-people-tongue. Their robes
are white; for Jesus' blood has washed them. Their hands wave
palms; for they have conquered in His name. Say-say-will
you rejoice and triumph with them? Say-say-are you now
warring, a comrade in these ranks? The fight is prelude to the
crown.

About a year has passed since the last Numbering of this family.
The Levites then formed part of the collected mass. They are not
now included. They stand apart, a separate portion. But mark a
wondrous fact. The Number then and now amounts exactly to the
same. Israel has surrendered Levi's tribe, but Israel's forces are
not thereby less. Here is a profitable lesson. We never lose by
giving to the Lord. Selfishness is penury. Christian benevolence
is wealth. We often grudgingly withhold. The result is loss, not
gain. The coffers drain not which supply God's cause. The more
thus given is the more possessed. They who thus layout, lay up.

Reader, once more survey the Numbered People. You ate
inclined to say-This band will safely reach the promised land.
Surely their willing steps will ever run in the appointed way. Alas!
two, and two only, steadfastly adhere. The multitude distrust the
Lord. They wilfully provoke. Therefore just indignation dooms
them to exclusion. Their corpses strew the desert. And one by
one they line the road with graves. They fall, an awful proof that
outward privileges alone save not. Unbelief nullified their many
means of grace. It poisoned their cup of blessing. "They could
not. enter in because of unbelief." Heb. iii. 19.

Ah, unbelief! It is the sin of sins-the misery of miseries-the
hopeless malady-the death of souls-the bar which shuts out
Christ-.

Reader, is this vile viper lurking in your heart? Oh! drag it
to the cross, and slay it there. Implore the Spiri( by His mighty
sword, to hew it into shreds. If it survives, you die. The case is
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clear. Can he be healed who scorns the only cure? Can he reach
home who leaves the only homeward path? Can he be cleansed who
flees the only cleansing stream? Can he go in who will not pass the
door? Can he escape from the fast-sinking wreck who spurns the
lifeboat? Who can reach God who puts aside the Mediator? Who
can be saved who tramples down the only Saviour? Unbelief
rejects the gospel, and so perishes. It turns God's truth into a lie,
and it goes hence to learn its folly where faith never comes. Many
may be umbered as the Church's sons who are not umbered as
the heirs of life.

" TABITHA, ARISE."

They put her thimble in the case,
Her needle in the book ;

And cast on Dorcas' gentle face
A last and longing look.

They dressed her for her quiet home,
But why these weeds of woe?

Where is the victory o'er the tomb?
Up, and for Peter go.

The widows stood in sad array;
They rent their hearts, but how

Could shivering limbs be clothed, if they
Should rend their garments now?

"Forbid the mourners to intrude,"
The kind apostle said;

I must be left in solitude
With God, and with the dead.

The door was shut upon them twain,
As in Elisha's days.

And Dorcas' spirit came again,
And tears were turned to praise.

Should I, with loppa's widows mourn
A husband, father, friend,

To which apostle shall I turn?
Or to what Lydda send?

o happy soul whose griefs repose,
In the eternal skies;

The morning comes, when endless joys
And Tabitha-will rise.

FOLLOWER-O
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SECRET THINGS.

23

AMONG the favourite story-books read and read again when we were
children was one called" The Secret Room." It was a thrilling tale
of how two children hid a persecuted Lollard in a secret chamber,
which they had discovered in their uncle's old house. To get food
enough to the poor man was not easy, but the boy and girl triumphed
over every difficulty. How it all ended I forget; but the chief
attraction of the book was the mysterious secret room! I think
children always like secrets--especially at Christmas-time. I know
in my family December was a month of thrilling activity, for
everybody was preparing secrets with someone else. "Let's have
a secret! " one child would say to another, and then with glowing
cheeks and sparkling eyes the pair of conspirators would hide in
dark corners, making up some delightful surprise to be brought to
light on the great day.

All secrets are not as harmless and pleasant as these. The other
day I asked a man what work he was doing. "Oh, it's a secret! "
he answered, so of course I said no more, for it would never to for
the enemy to get to know our secrets. Only a few people know the
dangerous secrets; but most of us, if we could explore our own
hearts, would find dark things that we would like to keep secret for
ever. David knew of these when he asked God to cleanse him from
his" secret faults." I think we are none of us free from these
things that we should be ashamed for anybody to know about. We
go on hiding them away in the back of our minds, willing to believe
that there is nothing there. Then suddenly some monster of greed,
or lying, or pride, or jealousy, rears its ugly head, and we are
covered with confusion. When our secret sins are brought into the
light of God's countenance, as Moses says they are, the blinding
glare would be too awful if God had not set one thing over against
another; but what a mercy indeed that He has blotted out the
transgressions of His people by the blood shed by the Lord Jesus,
when He was crucified on the hill outside Jerusalem.

But do you know the pleasant secrets that Christian people have?
There is praying, for instance; the Lord said that should be done in
secret. He did not mean that public prayer was wrong, for He
promised to be there Himself in the midst if two or three were
praying together; and of course in church we pray in public. But
for the prayer by which we hold fellowship with our heavenly
Father, and show Him all our hearts, we need to shut awayevery
thing that will take off our attention; and to do that it is best to be
alone. Christ Himself set us the example, for when He was on
earth, having no privacy in the house, He would get up very early
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in the morning, even before the sun rose, and climb the mountain
path to find a secret place to pray. Our giving should be done in
secret, too; that is, we should not make a show of it, but give
cheerfully as to the Lord, not to make our neighbours praise us.

Sometimes the children of God are led into dark places, for they
often have more troubles than people who are outside the kingdom
of God. But the Lord never forsakes them; He promises to hide
them in the secret of His presence, to bring them into the secret
place of the most High, to keep them secretly hidden from the cruel
things that people say. And in the darkest time of sorrow or
sickness, of anxiety or bereavement, He can guide them to His
" treasures of darkness, hidden riches in secret places."

It is not we alone that have secrets; God Himself has His own
secrets, which He delights to share with those who love Him. As
David said in a Psalm, " The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him; He will show them His covenant." His covenant!
That is a ~ecret document indeed, drawn up before the world began
in the Name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It undertakes to
bring the believer out from the City of Destruction, to lead him
safely through all the trials and dangers of the narrow way, right
through the gates of the Celestial City. There is nothing so cheering
in a hard piece of the road as a sight of that Covenant, sealed with the
blood of Christ.

Secrets can sometimes be a burden. If you are full of a secret,
do you not find it hard to keep it quite to yourself? There was an
old Greek orator who used to advise anybody with a secret to go to
the hills, and whisper it to the ground! But it is a comfort, I think,
to know that to God all our hearts are open, from Him no secrets are
hid. To Him we can freely open all our secrets, sure that He
knew them long before. As Daniel said to the Babylonian King,
He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him.
There are many things hidden from us about our friends- in these
days. Sometimes we do not know where they are, or what they are
doing, or even if they have food and warmth and clothing. But
all these things are known to the Lord; let us cast our burden upon
Him, and wait patiently for our God.

DAMARIS.

A NEW YEAR'S ASSURANCE.
A EW year has dawned. The old year has passed away for ever.
Varied have been our experiences. Mercies have again abounded,
but sorrows and trials have also been our portion. Our God hath
not forsaken us, nor will He ever forsake any member of His re
deemed family. In all the different experiences of the past year
He hath been mindful of us, and His mercy has been constant and
enduring. He will be no less gracious to His people in the year
which has now dawned. He hath given to us exceeding great and



The Gospel 111agazine 25

precious promises, and, as He is a " performing God," He \vill not
fail to keep them all through the new year. With Frances Ridley
Havergal we can say, " Resting on His promise, what have we to
fear? God is all-sufficient for the coming year." Amongst the
many assurances which are written for the comfort and encourage
ment of His people is one which occurs in the 121st Psalm. The
inspired Psalmist there says to God's people, "The Lord is thy
Keeper." That is the blessed assurance which we would impress
on the minds of our readers as they go forth into a new year. We
cannot keep ourselves. Temptations and dangers are so numerous
that unless we are kept by His power we shall certainly be over
whelmed.

The Lord is the ever-present Keeper of His people. When the
Psalmist said, " I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help," he knew that the Lord dwelt among the hills
which surrounded Jerusalem. At Salem was His tabernacle and
His dwelling place was in Zion. He was ever in the midst of His
people to keep them, and to watch over their interests. His
dwelling place now is in the hearts of His people. He says, " I will
dwell in them, and walk in them." They are therefore not alone.
They may be alone in regard to earthly companions, but the Lord,
their Keeper, is ever with them. Whatever their dangers or-temp
tations they know that their Keeper is always at hand to extend
His arm of power on their behalf. The Lord is also the Almighty
Keeper of His people. The help which comes to them, as the
Psalmist declares, " cometh from the Lord Which made heaven and
earth." The power of Jehovah, displayed in the works of Creation,
was a constant source of comfort to His people. Nothing could be
too hard for Him Who had made the heaven and the earth by His
great power and stretched-out arm. However strong our tempta
tions, He is able to keep us from falling. However great our
dangers, He is able to deliver. The three young men who were
confronted with the burning fiery furnace were comforted by the
knowledge that the Lord was their mighty Keeper. "Our God
Whom we serve," they said, " is able to deliver us." The Apostle
Paul had faith in the keeping power of God when he wrote, " I
know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day."
We may go forth with confidence if we are assured that we are
" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation." Further,
we may note that the Lord is an ever-watchful Keeper of His people.
He is a Keeper Who neither slumbers nor sleeps. He is always, so
to speak, on duty. By night and by day, in darkness and in light,
He unceasingly watches over His people, and keeps them. His
people. are likened unto a vineyard, and with that figure in His
mind the Lord says, " I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every
moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day'" The
psalm goes on to teach us that the Lord is the Keeper of the whole
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Church which He purchased with His own blood. He is described
as "He that keeI:eth Israel." The people of Israel were His
beloved, chosen, and redeemed people. They were typical of the
Church, the whole company of believers, the chosen generation, the
royal priesthood, the holy nation called out of darkness into His
marvellous light. That Church is kept by Divine power. Its
members were given to Christ by the Father, and Christ says, " My
Father, "Which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is
able to pluck them out of My Father's hand." Thus He is the
Keeper of all the Israel of God. Not one of His people shall perish,
because He keeps the feet of all His saints. Moses said, "The
Lord's portion is His people; J acob is the lot of His inheritance ...
He led him about, He in tructed him, He kept him as the apple of
His eye." The words are true of the spiritual Israel.

It is, however, a very precious truth that the Lord is the Keeper
of each believer individually. "The Lord is thy Keeper." His
true people are few in number. They are often isolated from each
other. Sometimes it happens that one godly man is here and
another there. They walk largely alone. Each child of God,
however, is warranted to say, " The Lord is my Keeper." I am
poor and needy, yet He thinketh upon me. My name is in His book
of life, and though I am small and of no reputation, He knoweth
them that are His. To Jacob the Lord said, " I will keep thee in
all places whither thou goest." Joseph was alone in Potiphar'
house and in the dungeon, but the Lord was with him to keep him.
Daniel was alone when he was flung to the lions, but the Lord was
with him to keep him from being devoured by them. When Peter
was in prison " the keepers before the door kept the prison," but
his Divine Keeper caused his chains to fall from his hands, gave
him time to gird himself and bind on his sandals, and then brought
him past his helpless human keepers, and delivered him from the
hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the
Jews. The jailer of Paul and Silas was charged to keep them safely,
and the jailer did his best to obey the injunction. Their Divine
Keeper, however, interposed with an earthquake, with the result
that all the prison doors were opened, and the bands which bound
the prisoners were loosed. The Lord is the perfect Keeper of His
people. He preserves them from the evil one, and from all evil.
He keeps their bodies. He also keeps their souls. He is the
"abiding Keeper of His people. He will preserve their going out
and their coming in from this time forth and even for evermore.
That covers all the year's needs. Let our prayer be, " 0 keep my
soul, and deliver me: let me be not ashamed; for I put my trust
in thee."

" IT is a great pity that the leaders of the Church do not concentrate
upon making good men for a bad world rather than upon making a
good world for bad men."-A correspondent in The Times.
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CHURCH DECORATIONS AND CHURCH MUSIC.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

WE hear continually, in this day, of enormous sums of money being
spent on Church decoration, on ferns and costly flowers at the
great festivals, on incessant daily services and holy communions,
on a multiplied staff of clergy to keep up a round of ceremonial,
on music and singing of the choicest description. On all these
objects the annual expenditure in England at this time is simply
prodigious. But I should like much to know whether the con
gregations which enjoy this kind of public external religion, and give
such large offerings to maintain it, contribute anything worth
mentioning, by comparison, to the cause of Missions to the heathen,
or to Home Missions, or to speak briefly, to any evangelistic or
Samaritan work in a sinful dying world. I am sadly afraid that
the results of the inquiry would prove extremely unsatisfactory,
and that we should discover some most unhealthy symptoms in our
Church's condition. "Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? "
(I Sam. xv. 22). Does God care for ferns and flowers and fine
musical services, when Christ's work, and active aggressive evan
gelism, and personal dealing with souls, and true brotherly Samar
itan conduct, are neglected? Never, never let us forget, that while
" man looketh on the outward appearance, the Lord looketh on the
heart" (I Sam. xvi: 7).

All public religion is worthless which does not bear the fruit of
active, Christ-like love. The congregation which pleases God most
in this day is not necessarily that in which there is the finest music
and the most ornamental ceremonial. The congregation which He
approves is that in which, however plain the service, there are most
good Samaritans, most temples of the Holy Ghost, and most direct
personal effort to convert sinners and save souls. This is real
Church work.-Principles jor Churchmen, pp. 291, 292.

YOU G OFFEr DERS.
AT the nineteenth annual meeting of the Magistrates Association,
held at the Mansion House, on Friday, Oct. 9th, 1942, the Lord
Chief Justice (Lord Caldecote) said, " There had undoubtedly been
an increase since the war of offences committed by young persons.
. . . In 1941, as compared with the 12 months preceding the war,
indictable offences found proved in Courts of Summary Jurisdiction
against children up to 14 had increased by 52 per cent., and against
young persons up to 16 by 44 per cent. Larceny was much the
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commonest charge. The number of offences committed by girls
had doubled, but they were still rather less than one-tenth of those
committed by boys. In the 12 months before the war indictable
offences proved against young persons totalled 29,100, and in 1941
the number was 43,200." (This surely is a remarkable sign of the
times.-Editor) The above is taken from The Times for Oct.
10th, 1942.

PREVAILING PRAYER.
"AND Elijah," saith the Apostle lames, "was a man like as we
are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained
not on the earth by the space of three years and si.'{ months. And he
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth
her fruit." And why does the Apostle notice this? He adduce
this instance of Elijah's success in prayer as an encouragement
to us to persevere in prayer, and to believe that we also shall not
fail of being answered, if we only pray in faith; because, " Th
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" (James
v. 16). And indeed, who can recount all the wondrous instances in
which the truth of thi declaration has been realized! Through
prayer, Moses turned away the fierce wrath of the Almighty from
Israel; and with outstretched arms he smote the host of Amalek.
Manoah, by the voice of his cry, drew down a visible manife tation
of the Divine presence in human form (Judges xiii. 8). Through
prayer at Mizpah, the Prophet Samuel smote the army of the
Philistines, and caused the thunder of terror to roll over Israel's
foes (I Sam. vii. 9-12). Through prayer, ]osiah the prince died in
peace (II Kings xxii. 19, 20). Through prayer, fifteen years were
added to Hezekiah's life; the three men were preserved in the
burning fiery furnace; and to Daniel it was said by Gabriel, " I am
come because of thy words."

At the prayer of the brethren on the day of Pentecost, the
heavens were opened; and, another time, after they had prayed, the
place where they were assembled was shaken, and all were filled
with the Holy Ghost (Acts iv. 31).

Prayer burst the fetters of Peter, and broke open the doors of
his prison. Prayer rebuked storms, healed the sick, and brought
back the dead to life. And what shall I say more of the power, the
wonders, and the performance of prayer? The whole Scripture i
full of them. And our Church also would be full of them-all
Christendom would be full of them, were there more prayer in our
Israel, and more of this incense on our public, family and private
altars. But prayer sleeps amongst us; for what we call praying,
morning and evening, according to custom-the sleepy, dull, and
heartless repetition of devotional language-does not deserve the
name of prayer. Keep these ceremonious compliments to your
selves, the Lord does not want such service. The confessions of the
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broken and contrite heart, the cry of the humble, the expression of
real godly sorrow, the opening of our cares to our heavenly Father,
the breathings of grateful love, the acknowledgment of dependence
on the name of Jesus-these are the things which go to constitute
true prayer. Brethren, pray that the spirit of grace and supplica
tion may be poured out upon you; and then ask what you will, it
shall be done for you. He that" cannot lie" has promised it.
Only ask in His name, as the children of God, by faith in Christ
Jesus, trusting in God's faithfulness to His promises, and you will
certainly succeed at last. If six times the answer should be,
" There is nothing," yet wait on. The seventh time, which is the
proper and the Lord's time, will give the answer you need. Too
often we omit to notice God's answer to our own prayers; otherwise
how frequently should we find, to our glad astonishment, that, as in
the case of Daniel, at the time of our supplication the commandment
had gone forth to help us. Therefore let the call to prayer be ever
regarded by us as the invitation to an unspeakable privilege.
" Continue instant in prayer." Pray in the Spirit, in the Holy
Ghost, and not in your own self-sufficiency; and you will pray
with power. Pray for yourselves, pray for all, and pray with faith
and expectation; for in the immutable Word, that Word which
must survive both heaven and earth, it stands recorded, " Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, He will give it you" (John xvi. 23). Amen-Dr. F. W.
Krummacher.

SAVED THROUGH FAITH.

" As all they which beheld steadfastly the brazen serpent were
healed and delivered, at the very sight thereof, from their corporal
diseases and bodily stings, even so all they which behold Christ
crucified with a true and lively faith shall undoubtedly be delivered
from the grevious wounds of the soul, be they never so deadly or
many in number. Therefore, dearly beloved, if we chance at ~ny

time, through frailty of the flesh, to fall into sin, as it cannot be
chosen but we must needs fall often; and if we feel the heavy burden
thereof to press our souls, tormenting us with the fear of death,
hell, and damnation, let us then use that mean which God hath
appointed in His Word, to wit, the mean of faith, which is the
only instrument of salvation now left unto us. Let us steadfastly
behold Christ crucified with the eyes of our heart. Let us only trust
to be saved by His death and passion, and to have our sins clean
washed away through His most precious blood; that in the end of
the world, when He shall come again to judge both the quick and
the dead, He may receive us into His heavenly kingdom, and place
us in the number of His elect and chosen people there to be partakers
of that immortal and everlasting life which He hath purchased unto
us by virtue of His bloody wounds."-Church 01 England Homilies.
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3Jn j$lemoriam.
THE REV. A. J. DAY, M.A.

OUR minds were solemnized when we saw in the obituary notices
in The Times of November 9th, last, that the Rev. A. J. Day had
been called Home.

We first met him at a meeting in Manchester about 50 years ago.
Later we met him at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, when he
was curate to the late Rev. J. C. fartin, Incumbent of the Circus
Church. On several occasions he preached for us in Bath, and on
one occasion we met him at the Clifton Conference, convened for
so many years by the late Rev. James Ormiston, the highly-esteemed
Rector of St. Mary-Ie-port Church, Bristol, and for many years the
valued Editor of this Magazine.

Mr. Day took his B.A. degree at Charsley's Hall, Oxford, in 1 ,
and his M.A. degree in 1918. He was ordained in 1889 and was
curate of St. Mark's, West Gorton, Manchester, 1890-91; curate
of Fyfield, 1892-1894; curate of-the Circus Church, Portsmouth,
1895-1904; Incumbent of the Circus Church, Portsmouth 1904
1917; and he became Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol
1917-1933. Ill-health led him to resign in the year 1933. Later
his wife died, and he retired to Weston-super-Mare. Being an
invalid he ceased to do any public work, but he was always glad
to see old friends who, like himself, valued the great doctrines of
grace. Dr. Alexander, a former Churchwarden of St. Mary-Ie-Port
Church, often visited him. So did the Misses Alexander who valued
his expositions of the Word on those occasions. Vve ourselves
called on him several times when in the neighbourhood. He was
one of the old-fashioned Evangelical and protestant clergy who
valued a simple service, and the great truths set forth in Articles
ix to xvii especially. Such men are now rarely to be found in the
Church of England, so great is the Apostasy from the old truths.

,As a student, the Rev. Cyril Carter, now Rector of Babcary, near
Taunton, attended Mr. Day's Ministry, and that ministry he says
" is one of the influences for which I shall always feel profoundly
thankful to Almighty God .. It was good to meet with a clergyman
who never in any way compromised his position as a loyal son of the
Reformation."

The funeral of our friend took place at Bathwick Cemetery, Bath,
on Tuesday, ovember 12th, where the mortal remains of his wife
had been laid. The funeral service was taken by the Rev. Hugh
Alexander, M.A., Vicar of St. Augustine's, Plymouth, and son of
Dr. D. A. Alexander. Others present were Mr. George Ormiston,
Mr. Stevens, the Misses Alexander, Mrs. Symons, Mr. and Mrs.
Graham, and the widow of a cousin of Mr. Day. Our friend had
reached the ripe age of 81. Jow we can thankfully say that
though" absent from the body" he is " present with the Lord."
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GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY. PART II OF ELECTIOX. By Elisha Coles.
Pp. 70. Price 1/-. (Sovereign Grace Union, 19 Ludgate Hill,
London, E.C.4.)

The author of this volume lived in the early part of the 17th
century. This is the second chapter of his volume which contains
six chapters in all. The whole volume treats God's Sovereignty,
His Righteousness, Election, Redemption, Effectual Calling and
Perseverance. For the convenience of readers all the chapters are
being issued separately and when complete they can be bound up in
one volume. The whole work was commended in the 17th century
by Dr. Thomas Goodwin and Dr. John Owen, in the 18th century
by the Rev. William Romaine, and in the 19th century by the Rev.
C. H. Spurgeon. No words of ours are therefore needed to com
mend it to our readers' notice. We would only say that Mr. Coles
treats of Election most exhaustively.

At the beginning of this volume the Sovereign Grace Union has
printed the 17th Article of Religion giving the Church of England's
teaching on Election, and chapter iii, Section v, of the Westminster
Confession of Faith, giving the Church of Scotland's view of
Election.

MESSAGES FRO)1 ISAIAH. A POEM. By Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A.
Pp. 48. Price 2/6. (To be had from the Author, Rector of
Rodden, Frome, Somerset.)

The esteemed author of these" Messages from Isaiah" in poetic
form is one who reads and values The Gospel llifagazine. He has
already published long and excellent poems on Abraham, Joseph
and Moses. This lengthy Poem is broken up into nineteen divisions,
and we have no doubt it will be read with pleasure and profit by
many of our readers. The first message, based on Isaiah xl,
begins :-

" The fiery trial which assails the saints
Is not a strange thing, unforeseen by God.
We may rejoice. It is a certain sign
That we are travelling God's outlined track.
vVhen in an unknown country, I am told
That I must pass through valleys where the sun
Cannot send forth a single shining ray,
Whilst that dim track alone will take me home,
The shadows tell me, as I pass that way,
That all is well. So, when a Child of God
Is called to pass through sorrow's shadowed gate,
His heart should not be filled with blank surprise."
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A WORD FROM DERBY.
AK esteemed reader, living in Derby, who has subscribed to the
Gospel Magazine for 56 years, writes, " We are told God can't work
unless we let Him. I have not so learned Christ. He began with
me, and He Who began the good work in me, will carry it on. The
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. The Lord
hath enabled me to go out to country churches to proclaim Him,
and tell what He has done for sinners like myself, and I have found
some places get no preacher. So I suggest they read a sermon, and
have given to friends old copies of the Gospel Magazine to read.
'May the Lord's blessing rest on them, and bring honour to His
name, and to the people who have the listening ear. I pray you
may be kept by His mighty power, and used for His glory. I have
got very weak of late-78 years old. But we still have strength
for the day, and provision for the way. (Deut. xxxiii. 25)."
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Extracts from our Correspondence.
F.-om ·De.-by: .. We in Derby who have had the Magazine for 56 years feel

lost without it for it is full of the Bread and Water of life." (These kind
friends had failed to receive the Magazine for the last two of its issues.
Editor.)

F.-om Hale, Cheshi.-e: .. May God's richest blessing continue to rest on the
Magazine and on each writer, and may He use it for the comfort and help
of His children in these dark and difficult days."

F.-om M.C.: A regular contributor to the Gospel ::\Iagazine Fund sent a
letter with no address containing a pound for the Fund. It was \\Titten in
pencil and said, .. Dear Sir, to carry on the work of the Lord. I am just
blind. This will be my last. I am done, I am sorry to say. but the Lord has
been good to me, bless His name. Please do not forget me at the throne of
grace. Yours in the Lord, M.C." (The writer is evidently old and feeble and
nearly blind. How touching to receive such help for the Fund from this
aged and afflicted servant of the Lord. If she still lives may the Lord comfort,
cheer and sustain her. The Editor.)'

F.-om Abbots Langley: .. I have much enjoyed reading the Magazine of
late. The article on • Compassing Mercy' was especially good."

F.-om Biddenden: .. It is 'with very. deep gratitude we send the enclosed
towards the G.M. Fund."

F.-om Redhill: .. Mr. Ormiston's was a very instructive sermon. I have
enjoyed reading the Gospel Magazine."

F.-om Oakham: .. The Gospel Magazine is a good periodical which I
much enjoy."


