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" \Vha comfort~th us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them
which are· in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted

of God."-2 CORIXTIlIA:"lS i. 4.

FEAR OT.

•" But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, sa}}ing, Fear 110t:
believe onl}}, and she shall be made whole,"-Luke viii. 50.

GOD willing, when this issue of the Magazine is in the hands of our
readers, the first month of the year 1945 will have commenced.
Writing necessarily a considerable time before that date, we are
wholly ignorant of the state of the world and the state of God's
people at that time. We know that our God will be reigning.
We know that He will be workmg all things after the counsel of
His Own will, and bringing to pass His Own purposes. ~!e know
that. all things will be working together for good to them that love
God, and that nothing can pluck them out of His hand, and nothing
can separate them from His love. We know that He will still be
.. the faithful God, Who keepeth covenant and mercy with them that
love Him and keep His commandments" (Deut. vii. 9). We know
too, His mercy will still be enduring, and that it will still be
experienced by the .. people of His choice." But we cannot say that
this terrible war will then be over. We long and pray for it to end.
We cry day and night to our God, that, undeserving though we are,
He may speedily do a marvellous thing and completely overthrow
all our ene~ies, East and West, and cause all the nations, our own
included, to profit by the terrible chastisement which He has been
visiting upon us. It is a great grief to us to see the absence of any
signs of national repentance, despite the heavy trials through which
we are passing. Instead of any national turning to God, spiritual
deadness and indifferences seem to be increasing, and the ob ervance
of the Lord's day becoming less and less. 0 doubt the Lord's true
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people need to consider their ways. There is much room for greater
and more uncompromising adherence to the faith once for all delivered
to the saints, for avoiding compromising fellowships, and for a more
out and out separation from the' world, and all that is contrary to
God's holy mind and will.

, ,

What an infinite mercy it IS that our God hath not forsaken us.
We are 0" not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of 'all the
truth" which He has ~hoWn unto us (Gen. xxxii. 10). We are alt
sufferingl from the war, more or less A great many have lost loved
ones in the terrible conflict, or loved ones have been wounded,
interned or imprisoned, and often it is the case that news of such is

, very rare. Yet, in spite of all our sorrows and trials, He .. ha'th not
dealt with us according to our iniquities. F or as the heaven is high
above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him ..
(Psalm ciii. 10, 12).

And now, as we go forth into the new year, the Lord says to us:
.. Fear not: believe only."

1. First, His" fear nols" have to do with domestic trials.

Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, had only one daughter, about
twelve years of age, and she lay dying. aturally this was a great
trial to her father. He believed that the Lord could restore her, and
.. he besought Him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the
point of death: I pray Thee, come and lay Thy hands on her, that
she may be healed; and she shall live" (Mark v. 22, 23). This
was the language of faith and the Lord responded to the prayer of
the father and went with him. On the way, however, our Lord was
interrupted and delayed with another case which appeared on 'the
scene, and when He had graciously dealt with that case, a messenger
came from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying, "Thy daughter
is dead; trouble not the Master." This message must have dashed
the poor father's hopes to the ground. If the little girl's life was still
in her the Lord could heal her, but now she was dead it seemed as ·if
all hope was useless. "But when Jesus heard it, He answered him,
saying, "Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole,"
literally, "she shall be saved." The hope of the father was revived,
and presently the mighty power of Christ was put forth and the
little maid rose from the dead.

Now we have no warrant to believe that the Lord will now raise
the dead, but we are warranted to believe that He can and may do
great, marvellous, and unexpected things for His believing people.
If it be good for us He can and will deliver us from great domestic
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trials, and His words of cheer may be appropriately leaned upon, in
great, as well as smell, domestic trials. There is nothing too hard for
Him. How wonderfully He wrought for Abraham, when the devoted
father took the knife to slay his son. So we may sing in the language
or Dr. Watts:

... Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The. mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surgrising grace."

.. Fear not: believe only."

He can preserve our absent ones on the field of battle, in the air,
or on the sea. He can preserve and keep loved ones who are
pnsoners or are interned. .. Fear not: only believe."

2. Secondly, the Lord's. "Fear 110ts" have 10 do wilh them that
actuall]} 'rill the bad]}. /

In war, millions of men are actually killed, and the fear of loved
ones being killed in battle may easily take possession of loved ones
at home. The Lord's people may, if He permits it, experience death
in times of war. But, addressing His OW11 people, the' Lord says,
.. Fear not them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul;
but rather fear Him. which is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell" (Matt. x. 28).

A good many people are full of fear of those who kill the' body.
They are afraid to lie down in their own beds. They flee for safety
to human shelters. They hide under tables. They are in constant dread
of those who kill the body. But they fail to fear God who can cast
both body and soul into hell. Moreover, how large is' the number of
those whose chief and probably their only concern is their bodies.
Their whole thought is centred on bodily comforts. Yet, they know
that it is appointed unto men once to die. What shall it profit a man
if he shall gain the whole world and possess almost limitless comforts
for his body, if, at last his soul is cast into hell?

Our Lord says to his people, .. I say unto you, my friends, Be not
afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that
they can do. But I will "forewarn you whom ye shall fear : fear him,
which after he hath. killed hath power to cast into hell ; yea, I say
unto you fear Him." (Luke xii. 4, 5).

If only men were really concerned about the eternal safety of their
souls they would sit loose tOl all earthly comforts and would never rest
until, through infinite grace, they were saved in the Lord with an
everlasting salvation.
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3. Thirdly, t'he Lord's warning against fear has to do with the
storms of life.

We read that on a certain day the Lord went into a ship with
His disciples, and He said unto them, " Let us go over unto the other
side of the lake:' Their joorney was thus taken at His bidding.
They _were in the way of His will. Yet" there arose a -great storm
of wind, and the waves beat into the ship". Humanly speaking" they
were in jeopardy." But He was asleep, and the disciples aW0ke Him,
and said, "Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose,
and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And
the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said unto them,
Wh:y are :ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? And they'
feared exceedingly, and said one to another, what manner of man is
this, that even the wind and ~a obey Him?" (Mark iv. 36-41 ; euke
viii. 22-25).

" Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? " is cniy
another way of saying, " Fear not: only believe." Storms and perils
come into our lives while we are in the path of duty, and while we
are doing his bidding, but whatever form they may take, we need to
remember our Master's words, "Fear not: only believe".

When Peter "saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning
lio sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me". What a mercy that
" Immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and c~ught him, and said
unto him, 0 thOll of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" (Matt.
xiv. 30, 31). Great faith is superior to little faith. "Wherefore didst
thou doubt?" are the words of rebuke which the Lord says to those
of little faith. We need to be " strong in faith, giving glory to ·God".
(Rom. iv. 20)..

4. Fourthly, our Lord's " Fear nots" have reference to his
majes t:y, power, and glor:y.

After the Lord had fed the five thousand men, beside women and
children, He constrained His disciples to get into 'a ship and go before
Him unto the other side. When He had sent the multitudes away.
He went up into a mountain to pray, and He was there alone. The
ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves, for the wind
was contrary. He saw them toiling in rowing, and about the fourth
watch of the night, between three and six in the early morning, He
went unto them walking on the storm-tossed sea. What a marvellous
display of His majesty and power. Naturally the disciples were
troubled, and they cried out for fear. "But straightway Jesus spoke
unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid,"
and presently He came into the hip, and the wind ceased, and His

--
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disciples worsnipped Him, saying "Of a truth thou art the Son of,
God". (See Marl< vi. 48; Matt. xiv. 22-33).

Although any display of his majesty and power, in his dealings
with his blood-bou.ght people, may naturally make them troubled and
fearful yet He never uses His power against His people. They are
members of His body, part of Himself. They are they whom He
nourishes and cherishes. However greatly He displays His majesty
and power on their behalf, they need not fear. His word to them
is " Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afra'id."

There is a time commg when in far greater majesty He will
appear again. "There shall be signs in the sun, in 'the moon, and in
the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the
sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for few, and
for looking after those things which are coming on the ~arth."

Why all this fear? Answer," The powers of heaven shall be
shaken." The heavenly bodies will be shaken. .. Yet once more I
sha/~e not the~arth onl}}, but. also heaven" (Heb. xii. 26).

Then kings .and 'great men, mighty men and bondmen, and free
men, will indeed be sei~ed with terror and fear. They will hide
themselves in "the dens and in the rocks of the mountains and say,
" Fall on 'us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on ,he
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" (see Rev. vi.
12-1 7). But these are not the people of God. These are not
Christ's believing and. blood-washed people. .. God hath not appointed
them to wrath, but to obtain ~alvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.
who died for them, that. whether they wake or sleep, they should
live together with Him" (I Thess. v. 9,. 10).

The coming of the Lord in power and great glory, accompanied
by all the holy angels, will not be an occasion for fear to those who
are rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom. Rather, He says to them,
.. When these things begin to come 'to pass, then look up, and lift up
your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh" (see Luke xxi.
'25-28). Truly He will come in maje;ty and glory. He will .. be
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shaH be punished with everlasting
destruction from the ,presence of the Lord, and from the glory of Hi,,'
power when He shall come to be glorified in His saints" (11. Thess.
i. 7-10). Are not these solemlJ words, dear friends? Yet those who
know God as their reconciled Father and have welcomed into their
hearts, through 'obnite grace. the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

/
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will have no cause to fear in that day. To them the Lord graciously
says, .. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid"
(John xiv. 1, 27). Such can say: .. Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and not be afraid." And to all such our great God
and Saviour says, .. Fear not, little 'flock; it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom" (Luke xii. 32). The kingdom
is for believers only. .. Hath not God chosen the poor of this world
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to
them that love Him?" (James ii. 5).

.. Fear not,. 0 little flock, the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow,

Nor dread his rage and power:
What though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o'er God's saints

Lasts but a little hour.

.. Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;·

Then leave it to your Lord;
Though hidden yet from all our eyes,
He sees the Gideon who shall rise

To save us and His word.

.. As true as God's own word is true, ...
Not earth nor hell with all their crew

Against us shall prevail.
A jest and byword are they 'grown;
God is with us, we are His own,

Our victory cannot fail.

.. Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer:
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare:

Fight for us once again:
So shall the saints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorus to Thy praise,

World without end. Amen."

(Gustavus Adolphus' battle-hymn, 1631).
• . 1

THE. EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,

Stoke Ferry, Kings Lynn..
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I THE BALA CE5.
the balances, and art found wanting."

WElCHED
" Thou art weighed in

-Daniel v. 27.

THESE solemn words were spoken by Daniel the prophet to Belshazzar
the king. That monarch made a great feast to a thousand of his
lords, and drank wine before them. While they tasted the wine, he
commanded to bring' the golden and silver vessels which ebuchad
nezzar had taken out of the temple at Jerusalem, so that the king,
his princes, his wives, and his concubines might drink therein.
They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of
brass, of iron, of wood and stone. While thus engaged in what
appeared to be drunken revelry and idolatrous worship, a startling
event suddenly took place. There came forth fingers of a man's_ hand,
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall
of the king's palace. "Then the king's countenance was changed, and
his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed,
and his knees smote one against another." The king called 'in the
astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers to read and interpret the
writing, but they were unabl", to do so, and the king was troubled
and his lords were astonished. The queen mentioned Daniel as one
who would be'able to read and interpret the writing, and he was
called in. Daniel promised without any reward to do what the king
wished, 'but before doing so he reminded the king of Cod's dealings
with Nebuchadnezzar. He reminded Belshazzar of the kingdom,
the majesty, and glory, and honour which Cod gave to that monarch.
But when his heart was hardened in pride Cod deposed him from
his kingly throne, and took his glory from him. He was for seven
years smitten with madness, and greatly humiliated until he recog
nised "that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and
that he .appointeth over it whomsoever He will." Then Dani4
faithfully and courageously reminded Belshazzar that, though he
knew of ail God's dealings with ebuchadnezzar, he had not hum
bJed his heart. He did not profit by the history of God's dealings
with Nebuchadnezzar. 50 far from doing so he had Jifted up himself
against the Lord of heaven, and at his command his servants had
brought the vessels of God's house; his wives and his concubines, had
drunk wine in them, "And thou hast praised the gods of silver, and
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor
know :' and th~ Cod in Whose hand- thy breath is, and Whose are
all thy ways, hast thou not glorified." It was then, ,when he had
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lifted up himself against the only living and true God, and praised
the gods who could neither see, nor hear, nor know, that the omni
scient, all-seeing and omnipotent God sent forth the part of a man's
hand to write what was a mysterious inscription on the wall of the
king's palace. Daniel then read and interpreted the writing, which

'was as follows :-
" God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. Thou art

weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. Thy kingdom
is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." Then the
solemn words in Daniel's prophecy are added :-" In that night
was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius
the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two
years old."
We are reminded of the words, "When they shall say, peace

and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child ; and they shall nob escape." (I. Thess.
verse 3).

Yes, judgment is sure to come upon the ungodly. "Though hand
join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished." (Prov. xi, 21).
Here is a truth ~uitable for the year J945 as well as in the time
of Solomon. "Be sure your sin will find you out." The God who
rules the heavens and the earth is not unmindful of the sins of
nations and individuals. .

Returning now to the text of scripture at the head of these
Wayside Notes let U3 notice-I. First that God's balances are brought
to bear upon nations and empires in His Own time and way.

In His long-suffering mercy He may delay long ere He punishes
nations, but eventually when their iniquity is full the blow is struck.

"The Lord is a God of knowledge and by Him actions are
weighed" (I Samuel ii. 3). The actions of men are not merely
counted, they are weighed. God notices not so much the number
of our actions, but their quality. "A false balance is abomination 10

the Lord: but a just weight is His delight." (Prov. xi, J).
The actions of nations and their rulers are weighed in th~ Divine

balances, and He noti-ces their quality. Are they in conformity to
His law, or are they transgressions of His law? . Nations and their
rulers need to remember that "sin is the transgression of the law.'"
It is rebellion against the God in Whose hand our breath is, and the
"wages of sin is death." ations need to remember the majesty,
power and glory of God. They need to tremble at His Word.

He says, "Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of His
hand, and meted out heaven as a span, and comprehended the dust
of tht; earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, 'and
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was full, were weighed
Their complete exter-

the hills in a balance ?" "Behold, the nations are as a drop of a
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance . . . All
na·tions before Him are as nothing, and they are counted to Him
less than nothing, and vanity" (Isaiah xl. 12, 15, 17). How
dar~ we then kick against His sovereignty, and harden our minds in
pride against His authority and rule, and m~ke light of His laws, and
of His· inspired Word. The history of the world clearly shows· how
God has often brought His balance to bear upon the nations. Sodom
and Gomorrah were weighed in the Divine balances and found
wanting. "Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brim
stone and fire from the Lord out of heaven," and the cities and their
inhabitiants were all overthrown.

. The world in Noah's time was weighed in the balances and found
~anting, and God brought in the flood upon the world of the un
godly.

The nations of Canaan, when their iniquity
in the balances and were found wanting.
mination was Divinely commanded. _

God's own ancient people were weighed in the balances and found
wanting. Terrible indeed ·was the Divine judgment visited upon them

.after prolonged forbearance! and longsuffering. "The Lord God
qf their fathers sent to them by His messengers, rising up betimes,
and sending; because He had compassion on His people, and on
His dwelling place"; but, think on· this, " they mocked the messengers
of God, and despised His words, and misused His prophets, until
the Wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was no
remedy." Then notice what follows. "Therefore He brought
upon them, the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with
the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compasswn
upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age :
He gave them all ,into his hand.. '. : . And they burnt the house
of God, and break down the wall of Jerusalem and burnt all
the palaces thereQf with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels
thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword carried he
away to Babylon ; where they were servants to him and his sons
until the reign of the kingdom of Persia ... ·to fulfil threescore and
ten years" (11. Chron: xxxvi, 15-21). Here was war against
God's ancient people, not ~erely divinely permitted, but divinel}}
sent, and it was sent- because God's messengers were mocked and
misused, and His words despised. It is a serious thing to reject and
ill-treat faithful messengers of God. It is an awful thing to despise
His word, to apostatize from His truth, and to give ourselves to sin
by transgressing His law. Idolatry, Sabbath desecration, disobedi-
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ence to parents and other authorities, immorality, theft, false witness
and covetousness are all breaches of His law, and the nation which
goes on in such sins will sOOl\er or later be weighed in the balances

and visited with divine judgments.

The awful character of the human heart is illustrated further in
the history of Israel. They were allowed after, 70 years to return
and rebuild their temple. and later on God raised up a horn of
salvation for them in the house of His servant David. He sent unto
theHl His Son, but they received Him not. They despised, rejected.
and crucified Him. .. Away 'with Him" they said, .. Let Him be

crucified." .. His blood be on us and on our children."

With a full knowledge of the further judgment which was coming
on them, He. whom the Father had sent unto them, wept over them
and said, .. The days sh~1l come upon thee. that thine enemies shall

'cast a trench about thee, .and compass thee round, and keep thee

in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground ; and they
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another ; because thou knewest
not the time of thy visitation" (Luke xix. 41-44). Here again this
judgment was not merely permitted, It w~s predicted and divin~ly
sent. .. Verily He is a God that judgeth in the earth." (Psalm
lviii, 11).

o do not we, who are passing through this terrible and prolonged
world war, need to recognise that God has weighed the nations in
the balances and found them wanting? Is it not our national sins
which are the root cause of )his terrible war? Is not God spea~ing

thereby to the nations? Is He not speaking to me, and to all His
redeemed and believing people? Do we not all need, everyone of us,
to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God? 0 that it
may not be t.rue that in any measure we hear His voice, and yet
harden our hearts? Rather let us seek to be like Daniel who said.
.. We have sinned." .. We have rebelled," .. We have sinned and
done wickedly." Then let us pray that His righteous anger may be
turned away horn us and say, .. We do not present our supplic:J.
tions before Thee for our righteousness, but for Thy great mer-cies."
(Dan. ix. 5, 9. IS, 16, 18).

Let the Lord's true people, as they recall the manifold and great
mercies of the past year, humble themselves before their covenant
keeping God and seek afresh for His mighty grace to enable them
in fuller measure to live soberly, righteously and godly in this present
world, looking for that blessed hope and the appearing of the glory
of our great Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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2. We are taught that Cod's balances will be brought to bear
upon Christendom.

Christendom is a word which is defined as " that .part of the world
in which Christianity is the received religion, the whole body of pru
fessing Christians";' this include:; the Church of Rome, the Greek or
Orthodox, Church, the Churches called Protestant, Episcopal and
Non-conformist. If He, who ccmmanded His servant John to write
the letters to the seven churches. which were in Asia, 'were to dictate
a letter to the professing Christian Churches now existing in the world,
what would He say of Christendom ? Would He not condemn the
awful idolatry, the formalism, the pomp and vanity in outward wor
ship, the' worldliness, the apostacy from Evangelical and Protestant
truth, the abounding modernism, and the tremendous spiritual dead
ness and apathy and indifference prevalent in professing Christian
nations? Think of England with its thousands of churches and
chapels, and its professed ministers of the Gospel. Think of the
empty pews on the Lord's day. Think of Churches holdin~ a
thousand with only' 30 or 40 people present. Think of the fact that
approximately nine out of ten never attend a place of worship.
They will come to see a wedding or a funeral, or a Home Guard
parade, or to see decorations, or to see some special attraction, but
for the most part they have no hungering and thirsting for that word
which is able to make them wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus.

Then. even if they do come, is it not evident that very few
ministers now really preach the old Gospel of the grace of God ?
God, let us realise, is weighing Christendom in the balances, and He
will eventually demonstrate that He finds it wanting. Think of the
teaching of the Parable of the Tares. "He that soweth the good
seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world. The good seed' are
the children of the kingdom ; but the tares are the children of the
wicked One." How then can men speak of "the universal father
hood of God? .. We read of "the children of God'.' and "the
children of the devil" (1 John iii, 10)

Returning to the Parable of the Tares. "The enemy that sowed
th~m is the devil. The harvest is the end of the world ; and the
reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathere.d and
burned in the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son
of man shall send forth His angels, and they shall gather out of His
kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity ; and shall
cast them into a furnace of fire ; there shall be wailing and gnash
ing of teeth." They shall" be weighed in the balances and found
wanting. Mere outward profession, dear friends, will never bring
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us to heaven. But what about the /chiJdren of the kingdom," the
good seed planted by Christ Himself? Listen! .. Then shall
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father."
The Lord finishes the parable by saying .. Who hath ears to hear.
let him hear." (Matt. xiii, 37-43).

o that in larger ~easure we all laid to heart the solemn teaching
of this parable!

3. Thirdly, a brief word to show that God's balances are brought
to bear upon His oWn true people.

.. The way of the just is uprightness. Thou, most Upright, dost
weigh the path lof the just" (Isaiah xxvi. 7).

In Christ and seen in Christ they are covered with the robe of
Christ's righteousness. They have the blessedness of those to 'whom
the Lord will not impute sin, but their sins were imputed to Christ
and He bore the punishment of them in their stead. Yet in their
flesh, their old nature, there dwelleth no good thing, and the flesh of
believers lusteth always against the spirit. Hence if they say they
have no sin, they deceive themselves and the truth is not in them.
The Lord knows all this, and His own people have to say, .. Thou
hast set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sips in the light of Thy
countenance" (Psalm xc. 8). .. He knoweth the secrets of the
heart. " True there is .. no condemnation to them whi'ch are in
Christ Jesus." Christ gives them eternal 'life and they shall ~ever
perish, but He is not pleased with the sins which His people commit.
He we~gheth the path 9f the just, and He often chastises His own

/ people because, being weighed in the balances they are found wanting.'
In His letters to' the seven churches the Lord shows He knows alt
about them. He has words of commendation to say, but He also
says, .. I have a few. things against thee." He notices deficiencie ill
faith, in love, in hope, in zeal. He notices lukewarmness, a dying
condition, worldliness, fellowship with the world and a failure! to
bring forth the graces of the spirit. Perhaps H€ sees that we
allow the wireless and the newspaper to exclude the early morning
study of the Bible and to shorten our time of private prayer ere we
face the duties of the day. Anyhow we must' all, confess that we
a~e not what we ought to be, and we need to give ourselves more
to prayer, 'and to meditation ~n the word of God, that we may walk
worthily of the vocation wherewith we are called.

We are living in days of awful apostasy, and there is a loud calt
to the Lord's people to come out and be more wholeheartedly separate
from evil fellowships. We need to remember that .. the friendship
of the world is enmity with God. Whosoever /therefore ~ill be a
friend of the, world is the enemy of God" (lames iv. 4).
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We may have very clear views of the great doctrines of grace and
yet there may be much pride, harshness and spiritual failure in our
walk and conversation. .

All of us, writer and readers, have reason to say with John Newton,
.. Though· the Lord has dealt bountifully and wonderfully with me,
r have still equal reason to lie low 'in the dust before Him. with
my hand upon my mouth, an~ to say, 'Lord, be merciful to me
a sinner. "

He who says He has "weighed the mountains in scales, and the
hills in a balance" ·(Isaiah xl. 12), has so weighed us all up
that we need to always humble ourselves under His mighty han'd,
and say .. I am not worthy ~f the least of all the mercies and
or all the truth, which Thou has showed unto Thy servant"
(Gen. xxxii. 10).

THE EDITOR.

MULLER'S ORPHA HOMES.

THE one hundredth-and-fifth Report of these Homes has recently
come ifito our hands. They were founded by the late George
Miiller, and the very remarkable fact about them is that the money
to build them, and the money to carry them on, all came in direct
answer to prayer. 0 human being was asked for help. To God
alone did George Muller seek to supply all the needs. No bazaars,
no concerts, no whist drives, no raffling, and no sil~er collections
were· restored to. George Muller fully believed that God is the
Hearer of prayer, and het sought to demonstrate that in the nineteenth
century, and in all succeeding periods, God truly and verily hears
the cries ·of His people and supplies all t~eir needs according to His
nches in glory by Christ Jesus.

The Orphanages are situated at Ashley Down, Bristol. The
present Director is Mr. Thomas' Tilsley, and associated with him is
Mr. John McGready. Needless to say the work is conducted on
thoroughly Evangelical and spiritual lines. The spiritual well-being
of the orphans is a primary object in view. "The total number of
orphans received from the beginning of the work in April, 1836 to
May 26th, 1944, is 16,989." During that period the living Cod
has sent in answer to prayer £3,327,079 9s. 7d. Let all believers
take note of this remarkable fact. We ourselves, and no doubt many
others, have been stimulated by this record to look to God alone for
the supply of our personal and family needs, and we have not looked
in vain. Well would it be, if the professing Church would abandon
all worldly and unscriptural means of securing money for the Lord's.
work, and trust. in God alone of whom it is written, " No good thing
will He withhold from them that wullr uprightly."
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WELLSPRI CS.

.. Trust 'yC in thc Lord for cllcr: for in thc Lord Jchollah is
cllcrlasting strcngth." (Margin, "-The Rock of Ages.")
Isaiah xxvi. 4) .

.. IN that day" are the opening words'of the chapter before us, and
if we refer to the two previous chapters, we shall find that this
particular .. day" is connected with the restoration of Israel to their
own land, and is worthy of tile song of thankfulness and joy connected
with the great event. Think of it! seventy' years of captivity and
bondage and exilement from all they loved and which made life so
sweet! But their own sins had brought them there! They had
guiltily and determinately, after warning upon warning from God,
who had made and given them all their blessings, gone out of the
way, and followed idols, the very thing Cod says He nates. And·
as a righteous and holy God, He must, sooner or later, punish'
and visit with the rod. .. Be thou instructed, 0 Jerusalem. lest my ~

soul depart (be disquieted) from thee" (Jer. vi. 8). Are not we
proving the truth of His word and realising what our sins of guilty
departure have brought to us? Are not His own people sighing and
crying for the abominations done in our once favoured and happy
land! Idols set up in cur churches, the harlot church embraced.
the Sabbath not kept as it once was, the fourth Commandment
broken, the c\ltsed Bible which was once the ·secret of England's
greatness, no family altar, and children (can we wonder at it?)
lawless, disobedient to parents, and ignorant of restraint and law.

But let us turn to the mercy 'of a forgiving God, who' .. hateth
putting away," .. will not always chide," and as surely as He
.. scattered" will .. gather," and show how .. He delighteth in
mercy" and is so ready to pardon 'and forgive a repentant people.
And so Israel is gathered back to her own land, brought up out
of their . graves," and given a new song to sing in the glad day of
their deliverance. Their captors had taunted them to .. sing us
one of the songs of Zion," and .. required of them mirth." But
how could they, as they replied, .. sing the !:....()rd's song in a strange
land?" They had" sat down by the rivers of Babylon and wept •
as they remembered Zion "; they had .. hanged their harps upon the
willows" and thought in' the~r sadness and sorrow of the days when
it had been well with them. 0, beloved, what an awful thing it
is to depart from the living God. What depths of sorrow your and
my heart know of, when through. some unholy step, or want of
watchfulness. we have wandered from Him or grown cold in our
love, and .learned how' our Beloved hath withdrawn Himself!
But now We' must return to our immediate subject· and see His
people, under His forgiving and renewing hand, .. in that day" of
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His appointed deliverance. .. When the Lord turned agam the
captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. Then was our
mouth filled with laughter and our tongue with singing." Their lips
were once again_opened to show forth the praises of their redeeming

J God and Saviour, ~nd they could indeed say, .. The Lord hath
done great 'things for us; whereof .we are glad" (Ps. ciexvi.).

The note of their song was, .. We have a strong city-salvation
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks." Jerusalem was strong
because of Jehovah's protection and preservation, and a type of the
new Jerusalem (Ps. 48, 3). She was surrounded by walls of
salvation, God being her ever-ready and ever-pres~nt help, and thus
.. thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quite habitation, a tabernacle. that
shall not be taken down" (xxxiii. 20), gives us a mental picture
of what her eternal Founder intended for His' people, and how
possible He makes this the experience of 'His spirital, His blood
bought people in spite of all their enemies. .. With salvation walls
surrounded " as we sometimes sing, .. she may smile at all her foes."
.. Bulwarks" support her walls as the promises do the child of God
in all his extremities, and into her gates one .. righteous nation,"
those who have not apostasized during their captivity, shall enter.

. And with what a possession! .. Thou wilt keep them in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee."
The heart of the believer garrisoned with His sweet peace and calm,
whilst tumultous passions rage without! 0, what a miracle of
grace and mercy the believer finds this to be! As the sweet Psalmist
sung in spite of all his foes, .. He shall not be afraie:t of evil tidings;
his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord" (Ps. 112, 7). Jesus (and
yol.\ and I know it, beloved readers) can create and control the mind
to be .. in perfect peace" within, howev.er fierce and raging the
storm without (Is. 57, 19), and can with one word of His wondrous
Peace be still, bring" a great calm," even more wonderful to the soul
thus blessed, than to the natural feelings of the storm-tossed disciples '
upon the Galilean sea. His people are kept by the mighty power of
God as a city safely garrisoned, though besieged by the enemy from
without; kept in perfect peace as stayed upon Him, even a'" peace
which passeth all understanding" (Phi!. iv. 7). In the margin of our
Bibles the reader will note that this promised .. peace" is reiterated,
peace, peace! and suggests one of the pluralities in the Hebrew which
intend to convey to the mind of the reader the super-excellence of the
promise and its over-abounding. fulfilment. And thus the believer
realises that the mind is stayed .. in perfect peace ... because of what
God is upon whom the mind is trusting. As dear Bonar wrote:

.. I change, He changeth not,
The Christ can never die;

His love, not mine, the resting place,
His truth, not mine, the tie."
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Encouraged and strengthened by the divine dealings of the mighty
God and Prince of peace, the soul of the believer goes on to
.. trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting
strength." The union of these two titles, J ah and J ehovah, expr.esses
in the highest degree God's unchanging love and power. Therefore,
as the Psalmist wrote, may you and I, fellow~believer: .. Sing unto
God, sing praises unto His narfle: extol Him that rideth upon the
heavens, by His name Jah, and rejoice before Him"· (Ps. 68, 4).

And the ground of our trusting whom we do desire to trust, is
because this Jah, the eternal unchangeable One (Exo. iii. 14), is
Jehovah, the everlasting strength, the Rock of ages of His redeemed
Church! What a sublime interchange this! Everlasting strength,
the Rocl? of ages! Durability! .. Israel shall be saved in the Lord
with an everlasting salvation" (Isa. xlv. 17). .. There is none holy
as the Lord; for there is none beside Thee; neither is there any rock··
like our God" (I SariJ. ii. 2). This Rock has followed up His
people in all ages, in every place, and under every vicissitude, just
as surely as the Rock of His presence and supply followed up the
children of Israel in all their wilderne~s journeyings. .. The angel of
His presence saved them" (Isa. 63, 9).

What a merciful and graci.ous answer did the Lord give His
servant Moses when he had besought HirJI that he might see His
glory. How little, on the face of it, could Moses have known what
he was asking. But one would love to think that after all the glory
which Moses had seen of the Lord Jehovah at Sinai, and seen it
even as a devouring fire, the "Lord's dear servant was looking for
the Mediator ~ho should stand between. Anyhow, the Lord graciously
answers His servant's request as He tells him that whilst .. no man
can see my face and live," there is a place by Me, a sure, certain,
unfailing hiding-place by Me, and that Jehovah's own hand shall place
His servant within that glorious hiding-place. .. Thou shalt stand
upon a rock, etc. (Ezo. 33, 21), and I will put thee in a cleft
of the rock, and I will cover thee with My hand as I pass by."
Oh! the sweetness, the stability, the security, the certainty of God's
salvation in a precious Christ! A place by Me appointed ; a rock or
ages provided, and a divine hand to put each fleeing seeking soul in
a cleft of that smitten rock and .. be found in Him," safe to all
eternity.

Oh! to know more of this hiding-place and to rejoice in Him who
is the everlasting strength of His people! . Dear reader, if you have
been brought and placed therein by the hand of the everlasting
Father may you be enabled to live closer to Him and by lip, life
and testimony, show forth His praises day by day. and as one of
old said, .. let the inhabitants of the Rock sing" (Isa. 42, 11) to
His all-worthy praise, who hath wrought such a mighty salvation and
deliverance for you; hath brought you up, as He did His captive
people from Babylon, out of the wilckrness of your sins and



The Gospel Magazine 17

estrangement from God, brought you up out of the horrible pit and
miry clay, and set your feet upon a rock, even the Rock of ages,
who is now your everlasting strength. One would love to go on
in this meditation and inexhaustible theme, but space forbids our
enlarging. One had thought of the awfully solemn contrast of those
whose "rock is not as our Rock," who will never, if they continue
.and die in their sins, "sing thence," but, on the contrary, even call
uporr the rocks to fall upon them (Rev. vi. 15), and hide them from
the wrath of the Lamb. The rocks ill never hide them in that
great day of account when the lrumpet shall call upon them to
appear before the Judgment seat of Christ (Isa. ii. 19,.20). But.
on the contrary, for those who' have been "put in the clefts of the
smitten Rock" and known Him to be their one hiding-place and hope,
the language of those Old Testament saints with their dying breath
will be- one cheerful hope and ~tay of everyone of us who have fled
for refuge and known the sweet sacredness of theIr safety and
security in that "Rock of ages, cleft for me; let me hide myself
in Thee."

In the last song of thanksgiving by His dear servant David, we
find him giving out this sweet utt~rance, "As for. God, his way
is perfect. . .. For who is God save the Lord and who is a rock.
save our God" (2 Sam. x xii. 31-33); whilst the dying' patriarch
Moses gives a similar testimon'y, "He is the Rock and His work
is perfect" (Deut. xxxii. 4). The testimony, of one and of both
these grace-taught saints is equally true of the faithful covenant
keeping God.' His DJa}) and His DJor/e perfect.

And you and I, fellow-believer, can join these now glorified
saints in measure and bless the hand that has guided and the heart
that has controlled our every step in life's pilgrimage, and who as
the internal strength of His blood-brought people will be their hiding
place from every storm without and within, and all the glory of the
sinner's salvation.

Oh! what will it be to have the last plea upon our lips and in
our heart. "let me hide myself in Thee," thou cleft of the smitten
Rock, and see that Rock of our s'alvation in open vision as through
the countless ages of eternity we ceaselessly sing His all-worthy
praises and are "satisfied." R.

"Before your child has come to seven
Be sure he knows the way to Heaven;
Better still the truth will thrive
If he knows it when he's five;
Best of all, if at yO).Jr knee
He learns it when he's only three."
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OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST.

Exb'act from the late Dr, AdolpTl Saphi,.'s Exposition of the Epistle
10 the Hebrews, pp. 244-252, Heb. iv. 12-16.

JUDGED and humbled by the word on earth, we are strengthen~d arrd
comforted by the great High Priest in heaven. Through suffering
and temptation, through infirmity and conflict the Son of man ascended
'high above all principalities and powers, thrones and dominions; high
above all heavens, into the very presence and glory of God. He
has entered into the holy of holies; He possesses now, as the Son of
man, the glory which He had with the Father from all eternity,
Far above -all created heavens, far above all created ari'gels, we
behold now Him who first descended into the lower parts of the earth.
Our Lord Jesus, who hungered and thirsted, who lived in the
weakness and infirmity of the flesh, who sighed and wept, who prayed
and agonized, .who was tempted of the devil, who died on the cross,
who waS buried and descended into Hades, He is now in the !TI0s t

, excellent glory, and He is there a5 ,our High Priest, Representative,
and Head. "Glory to God .in the highest" sang the angels;, and
in that highest regi~n-if we may so call that which is above space
as eternity is above time-lives now -~>ur Lord, with whom we are one.
. . . . Think not of the heavens of angels, who in strength and love:
execute God's commandment-but high above them, in the sanctuary,
in the palace, in the very throne of the glorious and ever-blessed
Godhead, is the Man Christ Jesus. And we who are co-cruc~fied with
Him are there in Him. The Father beholds us in' Christ; . we are.
whiter than snow, and th~ beauty of the Lord shines on us.

In that sanctuary of blessedness and glory Jesus, who was tempted
in all things as we 'Ire, apart from sin, is touched with the feeling,
of ·our infirmities. He remembers his earthly experience. He knows
our frailty, the painfulness of the conflict, the weakness of the flesh.
He knows our danger. and that Satan hath desired to have us, that
he may sift us as wheat. Wh.ile the. Saviour thus regards us with
compassion and with sympathy, He has no lower stal~dard for us,
no lower aim, than He had for Himself. We are to be in the·
world as He was, to overcome as He overcame, and to end even
where the Lord is; it is Christ's will, that' ~here He is, we who
believe in Him should be likewise. As He was in heaven, even
"hile He lived on earth, 50 He desires that, even while in the

wilderness, we should have our citizenship in heaven. And as He
•
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overcame, and is set down on His Father's throne, so He desires that
we should overcome and share His throne and dominion.

Remember both the tenderness of the High Priest's heart, and the
comprehensive scope of His intercession. This indeed is true
sympathy, not with the sin, 'but with the sinner. The perfectly holy
and victorious One alone can give true sympathy, seeking our real.
our highest good. Sympathy comes to us from the .. very highest"
heaven.

His interce.ssion is perpetu~l, unceasing; it is sovereign, and part
of the 'divine covenant gifts. Even as He died for us, pnd rose
again, and ascended into heaven for our salvation, so He ever liveth to
intercede. - It is not in answer to our prayer, it is not according to
Oll< works and merits that He died for us. Even so is His intercession
His own divine, gracious, sovereign gift. As His infinite and
inexhaustible love brought Him from the throne of His glory to live
and die. upon earth, so the same love is now the source ~f His
constant care and faithfulness. and of His never-ceasing intercession.
We are upheld according to His loving-kindness, according to the
multitude of His tender mercies. Justified by His blood, we are
JlOW much more abundantly saved by His life.

An~ having such a High Priest in heaven, can we lose courage?
Can we draw- back in cowardice: impatience, and faint-heartedness?
Can we g~ve up .our profession, our allegiance, our obedience to
Christ? Or shall we not be like Joshua and Caleb, who followed
the Lord fully? Let us hold fast our profession; let us persevere
and fight the good fight on earth. Our great High Priest in the
highest· 'glory is our righteousness and stren'gth; He loves, He watches,
He prays, He holds us fast, and we shall never perish. Jesus is our

• Moses, who in the height above pran for liS. Jesus isJour true
J 0 hua, who gains the victory over our enemies. Only be strong,
.and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed.
.In that mirror of the Word in which we behold our sin and weakness
w/e behold also the image of that perfect One who has passed
through the conflict and temptation, who as the High Priest bears us

,on His loving heart, and as the Shepherd of the flock holds us in
safety for evermore. Boldly we come to the throne of grace. In
Jesus we draw near to the Father. The throne of majesty and

•Tjghfeousness is unto us a throne of grace. The Lord is our God.
In one aspect Christ tells that He does not pray to the Father for
us, because the Father Himself loveth us. We behold in Christ's
intercession the Father's love, even as in the death of Christ we

:recognise the love of God. Our God then is enthroned in 'grace.
There is not merely grace on the throne, but the throne is altogether
the throne of grace. It is grace which disciplines us by the sharp and
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piercing Word; it is grace which looks on us when we have denied
Him, and makes us weep bitterly. Jesus always intercedes; the
throne is always a throne of grace. The Lamb is in the midst
of the throne. Hence we come boldly.

Boldly is not contrasted with reverently and tremblingly; boldness
is not contrasted with awe and godly fear. It means literally
.. saying all" with that confidence which begets through honesty,
frankness, full and open speech. .. Pour out your heart before
Him." Come as you are, say what you feel, ask what you need.
Confess your sins, your fears, your wandering throughts a~d affections.
Jesus the Lord went through all sorrows and trials the heart of man
can go through, and as He felt all· affliction and temptation most
keenly, so in all these difficulties and trials He had communion with
the Father. He knows, therefore, how to succour them that are
te~pted. How fully and unreservedly may we speak to God in the
presence and by the mediation of the man Christ Jesus.

The Lord Jesus is filled with tender compassion, and the most
profound. lively, and comprehensive sympathy. This belongs to the'
perfection of His high priesthood. F or this very purpose He was
tempted, He suffered. Our infirmities, it is true, are intimately
connected with our sinfulness; the weakness of our flesh is never free
from a sinful concurrence of the wiH; and the Saviour knows 'from
His experience on earth how ignorant, poor, weak, sinful: and corrupt
His disciples are. He loved them, watched over them with unwearied
patience; prayed for them that their faith fail not; and reminded them
the spirit is willing, the flesh is weak. He remembers also His own
sinless weakness; He knows. what constant thought, meditation, and
prayer are needed to overcome Satan, and to -be faithful to God.
He knows what it is for the soul to be sorrowful and overwhelmed,
and what it is to be refreshed by the ·sunshine of divine favour, and
to rejoice in the Spirit. We may come to Him expecting fuli,
lender, deep sympathy, and compassion. He is ever ready to
strengthen and comfort, to heal and to restore. He is prepared to
receive the poor, wounded, sin-stained believer; to dry the tears of
Peter weeping bitterly; to say to Paul, oppressed with the thorn in
the flesh,," My grace is sufficient for thee." We need only understand
that we are sinners and that He is High Priest. The law was given
that every mouth may be shut, for we are guilty. The High Priest
is given that every mouth may be· open, for Jesus receives sinners.
He saves and upholds all who put their trust in Him. It is by
reason of that secret pride and self-righteousness, which Satan as a
subtle poison infw;es into the human heart, that when we feel our
sinfulness and transgression we do not go boldly to the loving and
compassionate High Priest, to the throne of grace. And this latent
self-righteousness often expresses itself in such regretful phrases as,
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Well, I must just depend on the mercy of God; as if the mercy of
our God and Saviour was a last resource when, other and better
thing's have failed, as if it was not our only peace, joy, and glory,
as if' it was not the best robe and the unspeakable gift, as if Jesus
was not all in all, as if our song in time and eternity were not- '
.. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain. He loved us, and ""ashed us
from our sins in His own blood.," ,

We come in faith as sinners. Then shall we obtain mercy; and we
always need mercy. As pilgrims on earth we always need mercy,
to wash our feet, to restore to us the joy of salvation, to heal our
backslidings, and bind up our wounds. We shall obtain help in every
time of need. F or God may suffer Satan and the world, want and
suffering, to go against us; but He always causes all things to work
together for our good. He permits the time of need, that we may
call upon Him, and being delivered by Him, may glorify His name.
He will send timely, help before we succumb to the infirmities and
temptations which beset us. F or He, who will not suffer us to be
tlCmpted above that we are able, will send deliverance at the right
moment, when all the purposes of grace and, chastening discipline have
been secured. All the help we need-wisdom, patience, strength,
daily bread, all is treasured up for us in the heavenly places; the
s;mctuary is also the treasury; the High Priest is also King. F TOm
the throne of grace God will send it. Come boldly.

Jesus bdongs to the sinner. From His infancy in Bethlehem's
manger to the garden of Gethsemane, and from His agony on the
cross to His ascension high above all heavens, He belongs to us poor,
guilty and helpless ·sinners, who trust in Him. He is altogether ours.
,He came to seek and to save us who were lost. His obedience,
,His life, of sorrow and love, His prayers and tears, His sacrifice on
the cross, His resurrection, all is ours, because we are the wayward
and helpless sheep who went astray, and whom He found.

And in the heavenly glory He is ours, and His love, sympathy,
faithfulness and power, give unto us in our need and misery, all
things which pertain unto life and godliness. It is with us sinners
that, the glorified Saviour is now constantly occupied. We are His
thought, His care, His work, and--oh that it were &0 more
abundantly! -His joy, His garden, His reward.

In Jesus God is ours. In the ocean of His love, in the fulness of
infinite covenant-grace, we cim rejoice. The God with whom we
have to do seeth and knoweth all things; He is a consuming fire
and yet is He our God, Father, Saviour, indwelling Spirit; His throne
is the throne of grace; nay, our very life is hid with Christ in God;
we are in the bosom of Jesus, who is in the bosom of the Father.
Hold fast, "brother, and come boldly. Amen.
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.. LE.T S GO SPEEDILY A D PRAY."
WHEN news came to King Saul's palace of the battle of JeZl'eel,
the royal household evidently expected the Philistines to follow up
their victory aJid invade the place. In the panic that ensued,
Mephibosheth's nurse picked him up and fled for their lives. A boy
of five is no light burden, and as we. know she let him drop, and
he was forthwith 'crippled for life. I daresay he has had as much
sympathy as her Iit!le charge; and as the law -of Moses never exacted
an eye for an eye in the case of mishap, we may hope that she wa
not left in utter disconsolation. At least she had not forgotten in the
fear of her own life, that she had been trusted with that of the little
prince. He had never supposed in the later years when he sat at
the King's table, that his lameness was the cause of his promotion,
or position. It was for Jonathan's sake, ana David's love to his
lost friend, that Mephibosheth. was where he was. His old nurse
would be glad to think that he was royally treated, but she could
take no credit to herself under the idea that ,his lameness accounted
for it, any more than can the Jews boast that through their fall,
salvation has come to the Gentiles, or any more than can our wretched
race boast that our dreadful departure created a 'clai~ on the
Saviour's mercy and pit)'.

It was fear and apprehension that urged the flight of the nurse,
but we know from universal experience that the causes of ,our
hurrying are as numerous as our needs and feelings; and 1 doubt not,
that the Scripture of comfort provides us with a complete category,
from the rapturous joy of Joseph when he said, .. Haste ye and go up
to my fat!}er," to the frightful wickedness of the girl when she went •
in with haste and asked for the head of John. It would be easy to
enlarge on them all, but I was thinking of an opposite line of thingS.
and of the heavenly leisure that possessed the .. Angel of the Lord"
as He sat under the oak in Ophrah and spoke to Gideon. Gideon
was moved and uncertain, scarcely grasping the import of what wa
taking place, but he begged leave to go and prepare some refreshment.
His wish was approved, and he went in to make ready a kid, having
this promise from his Visitor, .. I will tarry until thou come again."
We may be sure that if Abraham and Manoah under similar
circumstances .. made haste" as we are told they did, Gideon did
the same. But it would calm his mind t9 think of the kind
assurance, .. I will tarry," not for a time restricted so that other
claims. might be met, but vaguely and at the same time positively

... until thou come again." .And I thought of what the Lord says
from His throne of grace to His poor enemy haunted people who
seek His face and favour. They find Him their strength, their h~pe
and their promise. If ever it feels as if duties call them away for a
while, they still have His own' word from His mercy. seat, from the
bosom of His love, .. I will tarty until thou come agajn."

FOLLOWER-O:"l.
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THE TWO-EDGED SWORD.

.. How' s· Lil?'" said a young man, entering the house of a relative
of his, a shopkeeper in a large town. .. She's no better at all, John,"
replied his cousin; .. the doctor says it won't be long now." .. Who's
that just gone up to her room?" said John. .. That's the parson;
he's been coming to see he~ ever since she was took ill." ... The
parson! " exclaimed John in a disguste<;l tone; .. and what does he
want with our Lil?" .. Why," said his cousin, .. he comes and
talks, and reads out of the Bible to her." .. Don't you believe it,"
aid John; .. he's got some motive, of course he has. Now I'll just

-creep up and listen outside to see what he's up to."
John was an unbeliever, a' ma~ who boasted that nothing could

take him in. He had no respect for the Word of God, and thought
all religion a sham. The clergy and all other Christian workers he
classed together as hypocrites, and would never believe that they could
have any motive' but self-interest in one form or ·another. So, armed
at every point with unbelief, he crept softly up the stairs, and
crouched down to listen at Lil's door. He could hear every word
as plainly' as \ if he were inside, for the clergyman had found the
sick-room so stuffy that he had set the' door ajar.

The minister was a true shepherd of the sheep, and his tall!. to the
dying girl was all of the love of Christ to poor lost sinners, of His
hedding His blood to atone for their sin, and of His power to keep

them and bring them home at last. Many times before the clergyman
had visited his sick parishioner, and he had happy hopes of her
salvation, so the whole tone of the conversation was cheering and
comforting. t

But the Word of God is like a two-edged sword; and whilst to
the believing girl it was a defence from the attacks of Satan, the
same Word smote the young m<fn through the armour of his unbelief,
and struck him with sudden dismay. As soon as the minister had

. finished his talk, he knelt to pray; and John seized the opportunity
to steal away. Downstairs the family all looked up when John
entered, quite expecting that he would begin mocking and perhaps
mimicking the clergyman. But to their great surprise, he came in
looking struck with amazement, and he began at once, .. I never heard
such a thing in my life.. I never heard anything like it. Where does
that man preach?"

Quite astonished, one of them replied, .. Why, at the church
round the corner."

.. I'll go and near· him next Sunday," said the young man.
Sunday came, and John, who had not been inside a church since

he was a child, kept to his intention and took his place at the service.
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The Vicar was there all right, and was expected to preach; but John
heard no sermon. During the reading of the Psalms, verse and verse
about by the curate and the congregation, the Word struck powerfully
again at John's heart in the power of the Holy Ghost. He found
himself trembling, and before the Psalms were over he wa5 obliged
to sit down weeping. Then when the last Gloria came, he looked
round for the door, got up hastily, and fled.

ext Sunday John again went to the morning service, and this
time he stayed all through and heard 'the minister. preach. The
clergyman was not an eloquent preacher; but he preached out of a
full heart truths that had been applied to his own soul. He spoke
as a man anxious and eager for the souls of his people. As he
spoke of the tender mercies of God, and upheld the crucified Saviour
as the only hope of salvation for guilty sinners, John began to say
to himself, .. Is it possible that there can be any hope for me?
Can this wonderfuI: this magnificent Saviour, really be for me?"
Then he heard the last words of the sermon of the minister, as he
quoted from the last chapter in the Bible, "Let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."
And ]ohn's soul cried out, .. 0 Lord, 1. come; give me this water
of life." F or all the souls that the Father gives to the Son shall
come to Him at last, and He wili never cast them out. •

The fruits of John's conversion were apparent to e~erybody, for
,the change in his life and his opinions was so strikil}g. He who had
gloried in' his infidelity was now' a humble believer, sitting at the feet
of Jesus. It was impossible to hide such a change, even if he had
wished to conceal it· but throughout his life it was his joy to speak
of the glory 'of His kingdom, and to talk of His power.

(The facts and substance of this story are reported to have been
told at a m~eling in 1887, by Canon Woodward, then of Liverpool).

DAMARIS.

MOVI G WITH' THE TIMES.

OuR refusal to court worldly favour has caused us to avoid following
the world. The great cry of ecclesiastical leaders is, that .. we must

. move with the times," and in suiting the action to the word they
become regardless of where .the .. times" are leading them. Thio has
led many churches to become so degenerate .. as td become no churches
of Christ, but synagogues of Satan." The aim, however, of the true
Church of Christ in all ages has been to follow Christ, and to .. go
forth therefore to Him without the camp bearing His reproach"
(Heb. xiii. 13). This has earned for them the hatred of the world.
of which Christ Himsel( forewarns them. "Then shall they deliver
you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of
all nations for my name's sake" (Matt. xxiv. 9).-Free PresbJ)terian
Magazine.
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MR. J. E. RAYl ER, OF TWICKE lHAM.

A LETTER we received from a valued friend, dated October 17th,
1944, said, .. Our beloved friend, Mr. J ames Rayner, passed to be

"\\'ith the Lord, at 7.30 a.m., to-day. He had been in bed for several
weeks and gradually getting weaker. . .. Every remembrance of
him brings thankfulness. Dear Mrs. Rayner will miss him beyond
expression, indeed we all feel his passing from among us keenly.
He seems irreplacable at Highgate Road ChapeL"

We ourselves have known and loved Mr. Rayner for over twenty
years. He and his dear wife have often entertained us and our dear
wife, in their beautiful house at Strawberry Hill, when we visited
London. It has been a special pleasure to have Christian fellowship
with them from time to time. The old foundation truths were
precious to them, and the Gospel M agaziine had a regular place in their
home. F or many years he has been the highly esteemed senior deacon
at Highgate Road Chapel. The ministry there of .the late Pastor
J ames Stephens was highly valued by him and he. has warmly
rejoiced, too, in the faithful ministry of his successor, Pastor John
Wilmot. A few years· ago Mr. Rayner had a seizure, but he
recovered sufficiently to go about again, and it was a joy to see him
so far restored. Latterly, however, he got more feeble, and now he
has gone to he with his Lord whom he loved and served. What an
immense comfort it is to those left behind to have the full and
unqualified assurance of the heavenly blessedness of a dear one whom
the Lord has taken. Mr. and Mrs. Rayner have for many years
been on the list of those whom we remember daily in prayer. Our
warm, tender and prayerful sympathy goes out to Mrs. Rayner and
her family in this heavy sorrow. But the time is drawing nearer when
.. we shall be caught up together to meet the Lord in tbe air."
Then, in resurrection glory, .. we shall ever be with the Lord."

GREAT INCREASE I DIVORCES.

BISHOP Bernard Heywood, writing in a Church paper, says: .. In
order to have accurate information, -I wrote to Somerset House to
ask for the figures for 1943. The matter is slightly complicated
by the fact that Decrees isi may be' granted in one year and not
made absolute until the following year; but the letter from Somerset
House states that the figures for the year, for England and Wale
(excluding Scotland) were as follows:

Decrees Nisi - 10,105.
Decrees Absolute 9,999.:'

(This is one indication of the moral state of England and Wales.
Editor of Gospel Magazine).



.. WHEREFORE, SIRS, BE OF CoqD CHEER."

THERE are two ways ·in which we might begin the new year. We
might begin it with our minds full of gloomy thoughts and fears as
to what the year may bring forth. Or we might begin the year with
feelings of stoutheartedness and hopefulness, full of faith in our
covenant-keeping God, cheerfully believing that .. all things "vork
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose." When our Lord foretold the coming of a
time when men's hearts ,would fail them for fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on the earth, He was referring to
unconverted men. They will have reason to fear when "they see the
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory." Not so
the chlIdren of God. When it becomes evident that the Lord is about
to appear, His people are biddeJ! to look up, and lift up their heads;
for their redemption draweth nigh, Apart from His coming, however,
the Lord, over and over again, says, ." Fear not." Despite the war
and despite all the ~6rrows, trials and discomforts connected with it,
we need therefore to be of good cheer. Thing~ were very gloomy in
the experience of the Apostle Paul when he and those with him were
.. exceedingly tossed with a tempest." " either sun nor stars in
many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, (and) all hope
that we should be saved was then taken away." Y et it was just at
that time that Paul exhorted his fellow-passengers to be of good
cheer. That night an angel of God had come to His servant and
said. .. Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Cresar; and 10,
God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs,"
said Paul, "be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be
even as it was told me."

Good cheer is promoted by relying on the being and faithfulness of
God. The Apostle believed that God is, ·and that He is the rewarder
of them that diligently seek Him. It was He who commanded and
raised up the stormy wind. The very trial through which they were
passing was a manifestation of His power, and the same God who
blew with His wind could make the storm a calm. Our ·God is not
dead. He lives, and He reigns, and He is the faithful God who
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that fear Him. .. Wherefore,
sirs, be of good cheer." He has been His people's dwelling-place in
all past generations, and He is their dwelling-place still. .. Before
the mountains were brought forth, or ever He had formed the earth
and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, He is God."
Moreover, He is our God, and He is faithful to all His people.
Paul believed God, and therefore he exhorted his fellow-·passengers to
be of good cheer.

Cheerfulne,:;s is promoted by relying on particular promises. The
Lord gave to Paul two special promises. Although it seemed,
humanly speaking, hopeless, 'that Paul would now reach Rome, the
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Lord had said, .. Thou must be brought before Cresar." This was a
confirmation of· a previous promise in which the Lord had said,
.. Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of Me in
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome." The Lord had
also said. .. God hath given thee all them that sail with thee." Paul
believed God, and so he was of good cheer, and he encouraged those
to whom the promise had reference also to be of good cheer. There
would be no loss of any man's life. The ship would be lost, but not
the passengers. A similar promise is given in effect in reference to all
Christ's sheep. God hath given to Him all them that sail with Him,
and He has assured them that they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out· of His hand. .. Wherefore, sirs, be of
good cheer." Nothing can separate you from the love and mighty
hand of Christ: neither tribulation, distress, persecution. or famine,
nakedness, peril or sword, can rob you of the heavenly inheritance.
It is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. He has
made you heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them
that love Him. Hence, though you feel all the horrors of the war,
though you are saddened by the illcreasing manifestation of Satanic
and anti~hristian wickedness, yet in spite of -it all, be of good cheer.
Lift up your heads and look beyond all the evil of .the pre~ent to the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Cheerfulness is promoted by relying on the general promises of God.
He hath given to us exceeding great and precious promises. We do
not need an angel to remind us of them. They are scattered all over
the Scriptures of truth. For example, there is the promise of the
Divine presence. To all the Lord's people it is said... Be content
with such things as ye have: for He hath said; I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee." This promise still holds good. It has never
been withdrawn. We may therefore count with certainty on His
presence all through the new year.

This promise implies the promise of protection. We may boldly
say, .. The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man can

.do unto me." If He is with· me I will not fear German bombs or
any other peril. . I am kept by the power of God through faith.
T.here is the promise of provision. He win supply all thy needs.
There is the promise of guidance. He will direct thy paths,
Wherefore, sirs, having these promises, be of good cheer all through

. the new year.

WORLDLINESS IN THE CHURCHES.
ONE of our readers wIites and says: .. I have been a Wesleyan
Methodist all my life, but I am very grieved at many things inside
the Methodist Church in these solemn days. There are hatless women
where I attend, and at the moment there is a poster outside, inviting
people to a comedy, during the week, and .on' the notice board an
announcement of holy communion for next Sunday morning. All
such notices are also given out, read .together, at the Sunday services.



To my mind this takes away the reverence from the service. I have
prayed that I might be guided into worshipping in some other Church,
but so many seem to be on the same lines. . I have been told by a
gentleman I highly respect, that it is wrong to support such Churches.
I may say I only attend the devotional services, nor have I the desire
for the others. . .. The Gospel Magazine has been most helpful
during the last seven years."

AN AGED READER'S TESTIMONY.
I AM in my 83rd year, a sinner saved by grace. Christ speaks tl>
me (i.e. in His word). Last Thursday (the words came) "Your
sins which are many are all forgiven you." What I felt only you
would know. .

" Forgiveness, 0 the blissful sound
To ml>rtal sinners doomed to die;

He gave them grace through Christ His Son,
Before He made the starry sky."

What a mercy if I am one of these favoured ones, Christ m me
the hope of glory.

A WORD FOR THE EW YEAR.
(By the late Or. A. SAPHIR).

" Whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end."-(Heb. iii. 6).

WHAT more suitable encouragement could we have at the beginning
of the year than these words of the Apostle? The end spoken of
is nothing else but the appearing. of the Lord· Jesus, when hope ~hall

be changed into sight. The' day is approaching (Heb. x. 25), and
with it our glory. We look back on the years through which we
have been led. On a day like this we feel as if we had come to a
milestone, on one side of whic~ we can read the inscription, telling us
how many years and stages of our journey have been completed. But
on the other side, where curiosity expects to find the number of yeals
yet before us, what do Faith and Love and Hope read? What else
but this-" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the day
of my life." And again-" Unto them that love God all things
work together for good." And again-" Whose home are ye, if ye
hold fast the confidence and rejoicing of your hope unto the end."
We know how many years have elapsed since the First Advent; but
on the other side of the milestone we read no date, but the word 
" Watch, for ye know not the day nor the hour wherein the Son or
man doth come." And we can also testify, "If you believe in
Jesus, if you love and follow Him, if you abide in Him, then wheil
the Lord comes again you will have confidence, and stand before
Him." Look unto Him, and be ye saved, all ye ends of ~he tarth;
and you, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly caning, oh, consider.
consider the Apastle and High Priest of our. protession-Jesus!
Amen.-( The Epistle to the Hebrews, pp. 186-187).
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HEAVEN GUARA TEED FOR FORTY DOLLARS TO

SOLDIERS KILLED I THE WAR.

THE following letter from the 'Roman Catholic Archbishop of'
Winnipeg has been published by Dr. T. T. Shields of Toronto.
Copies may be had from The Gospel Witness and Protestant
Advoca{e, 130 Gerrarcl' Street East, Toronto:2. This is one
indication of the awful corruptions of Rcmanism.

A LETTER FROM ARCHBISHOP SINNOTT OF WINNIPEG, TO

"DEAR CATHOLIC PARENT ,"

Archbishop's House,

353 St. Mary's Ave.

Winnipeg, Man., March 1st, 1944.

My dear Catholic Parents,

I have received from the Pastors of the different Parishes a list of
those who have boys overseas. Some time ago, as you are aware,
I called on Catholic Mothers to enrol! their boys as Perpetual
.Members of the Society of the Propagation of the Faith. I said:
"What better guarantee for any boy exposed to all the hazards of
war! A guarantee, should he be killed, that he will go at once to
his Maker, to be with Him for all eternity. A guarantee, should it
be God's will, that he will return to his dear Mother and to those
who love him." This has been explained to you over and over
again, from the pulpit and .you have been urged to enroll your boys.
A few, who have been personally contacted,' have answered the
appeal, but all the others- have maintained a stolid indifference.
If I were to conclude that you are indifferent to the safety of your
boy, I would be doing you a grave injustice. You are not indifferent.
What then can be the reason for the inaction! Some say, in fact
many say, that they cannot afford it. That is not a reason, that is
a specious excuse, unworthy of a Catholic Mother. You receive a
portion of the boy's pay, and what better use can you make of it.
.. Oh," you answer, "1 am trying to have a nest egg for my boy
when he returns." When he returns. Wouldn't it be better to take
the best .means you know to ensure the boy' return. If he does not



•
return, what good, under heaven, will the .. nest egg" be to him.
I am not advising you to take the boy's money, I would much preff:r

. that you us~ your own money. But, if you must take the bgy's
money, take it as a loan. .Surely you will be able to make it up
in the years to come. Do you not think, ·with a little econ~my and
a few less shows. you will be able to set aside one dollar a month,
until the full amount is paid up? It is not necessary to pay the
$40.00 at once. I You can pay any sum you wish, by instalments.
You can pay, say, $5.00 a month, or $10.00 every three months.
You can take a year, you can take two years, you can even take
three years. Three years, that is almost the equivalent of One Dollar
per month. The important thing is to ensure the boy's safety, as far
as' we can do so,-his safety in time and eternity.
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this Archdiocese enrolled her boy on
He was killed on Feb. 22nd. Do you
heart found some consolation in what

/

One Catholic Mother in
Feb. 20th, paying $20.00.
not think that the mother's
she had done?

I have placed this matter in the hands of the F ranciscan Fathers,
at 233 Carlton Street (Tel. 29 136). If you want further
explanation, see them or get in touch with them. If time permits,
they will probably get in touch with you.

Dear Catholic Parents, we have a chance to do something that
will live long in the Annals of the Church in Western Canada, and
let us merit ·God's blessing by doing it.

Yours very devotedly in Xto.,

ALF O. A. SI r OTT,
Abp. of Winnipeg.

SPAIN ACCUSED OF EXECUTING PROTESTANTS.

(FTOm the Daily Telegraph December 5th, 1944)

CHARGES REPORTED TO M.P.s

( Daily Telegraph Reporter).

Persecutioa and even execution of Protestants in Spain are alleged
against tbe Franco regime by the World's Evangelical Alliance.

Among details laid before the Foreign Office, and subsequently

circulated by the Alliance to members of Parliament, are :
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Nearly all Spanish Pr~testant places of worship are closed.
A number of pastors, evangelists and a far larger number of church

members have been executed.
o Protestant religious meetings are allowed in the greater part of
Spain.

Except for the Roman Catholic version, with notes, the Bible is not
allowed to be printed o~ circulateci.

rrhe stock of the British and Foreign Bible Society in Madrid
amounting to 110,000 copies of Bibles, Testaments, etc., has been
confiscated.

Foreign missionaries have had to leave the country.

PRISO AND EXILE.
About two-thirds of the Spanish pastors, 'evangelists and colporteurs

have been exiled, imprison~d or executed, and a number have died
in prison, the Alliance stated. Children of Protestant parents are
compelled to learn the Roman Catholi~ catechism and worship images
of .the Virgin Mary.

In many places attendance at Mass is compulsory to procure em
ployment. Recently a young Protestant was sent to a concentration
camp for refusal to attend Mass.

In a letter to members of the House of Lords, Mr. Isaac Foot,
chairman of the Executive Councii, Mr. j. Chalmers Lyon, hon. sec.,
and Mr. H. Martyn Gooch, general secretary of the World's Evan
gelical Alliance (British Organisation), state:
"Under the regime of Gen. Franco religious liberty does not exist

in Spain, although Gen. Franco promised through. the present
Spanish Ambassador at the Court of SI. lames, the Duke of
Alba, that in the event of a Nationalist victory in the late Spanish
war, he would grant full religious liberty tQ all classes and creeds
alike in Spain.

"We express the hope that your lordships may be able to exert your
personal influence to secure for the Protestants of Spain relief from
the present intolerable burden of persecution. and liberty to worship
without repression."
Direct intervention in the case of a neutral State might not be

possible, the letter adds, but it should be made clear to Gen. Franco
and. others that the good will of the Allied Nations could not. be
counted on unless Spain abandoned such practices.

EDITORIAL.
Received by the Editor, with many thanks: Mr. E. J. Pounds;

Mrs. E. Hanson; Mr. S. A. Tromans; Miss A. L. Trevener; Mrs. Rayner;
Miss E. Archard; Miss L. Ormiston; ,Pastor Rowell; Mr. J. C. Denois.;
Mrs. S. Wonham; Mr. E. M. Pert; A Cheltenham Reader; Miss Cowell;
Mrs. E. R. Botting; Mrs. M. Healy; Dr.' L. M Houghton; Mrs. E. A.
Burrage; Miss E. Worthy; Miss J. Alexander; Mrs. Tonge; Miss A.
Parkinson; Mr. J. Conner.
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EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE.

From a Lance-Corporal: .. I continue to find the . Gospel Magazine
most helpful and interesting."

From Bucks.:' .. One has come to regard the 'Gospel Magazine' a
a beacon light in the midst of present day religious literature. so much:
of it comes short of sound doctrine. . .. One has been feeling quite
disturbed of late at the growing practice among the Lord's people of
using public vehicles. such as trains and buses. on the Lord's Day.
What can we say to the ungodly if the godly are growing carele s in
these things?"

From ,Banhury: .. My husband loved the . Gospel Magazine.' Ju t

before he died he said. 'On Christ the solid rock I stand. All other
ground is inking sand.'''

From a Soldier: "Before ccming over here I was given two copies
of the . Gospel Magazine' to read. Since then I have read and re-read
them and found their contents very helpful in these days. of abounding
error."-{He has now become a subscriber.-Editor).

F~om Godalming: "My son in India enjoys the Magazine vel'
much.

From Abbots Langley: "We do enjoy the Magazine. and look
forward to the time when it will be issued monthly."

From HasIemere: "The . Gospel Magazine' still maintains what to me
is its hall-mark. 'Speaking the truth in love.'''

From Astley: "I turn many times to the article.for July, 1941, on
'Be careful for nothing. Prayerful for everything. Thankful for anything.' ,.
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