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The Gospel Magazine

Editorial
Once again in the providence of God we are brought to the beginning
of a new year. What it holds in store is not in our province to discern.
For our encouragement as we enter the New Year, consider the words
in Malachi 3:6-"1 am the Lor~ I change not".

The hall-mark of everything in the universe, apart from God, is
change. The face of the earth changes with the changing seasons. The
stars in their courses and the moon in her phases all change; nothing
remains constant. God alone is unchanging in the changing
scene-"before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth
and the world were made, Thou art from everlasting" Psalm 90.

His Person never changes
His spotless holiness remains unchanged throughout the ages of

time. "In Him is no darkness at all." "He is of purer eyes than to
behold evil, and cannot look on the face of iniquity." He has still the
same relentless hatred of sin; He has not become complacent. His
mercy and pity, likewise, are still the same-"He abideth faithful".

His Promises are unchanged
Peter tells us that there are given unto us "exceeding great and

precious promises", and Paul says that "all the promises of God in
Him are yea and in Him Amen". However unlikely or seemingly im
possible of fulfilment, not one shall fail. It is "impossible for God to
lie".

His Power is unchanged
He "fainteth not, neither is weary". Our arms grow weary-"His

arm is not shortened that it cannot save". He Who never changes is
ever effecting changes. No-one who comes into contact with Him re
mains the same. He so transforms those who turn to Him that, as they
have borne the image of the earthly, they will also bear the image of
the heavenly.

Since He does not change, we are not at the mercy of changing
events. We cannot be desolate so long as we have Him. We do not
know what shall be on the morrow, but we know that it will be God's
tomorrow. We have to do with an unchanging love and with a
faithfulness which never departs from its word.

"I am the Lord, I change not." Let this word be a strength to us in
coming days, and let us commit ourselves afresh to Him with Whom
there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
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Justified by Faith
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through

our Lord Jesus Christ'~ Romans 5:1.
W. DODGSON SYKES

This article was originally preached as a sermon in St. Mary-Ie-Port
Church, Bristol. Mr. Sykes was fe.- some years the Editor of the
Gospel Magazine.

This is a text which, if brought home to our souls, will make for a
happy new year. The best way of life is to live upon the precious truths
of God's Word, in His love and mercy, resting upon the "exceeding
great and precious promises". These truths of God's Word are sancti
fying truths. May this text be in our memories and hearts during the
whole of the year, in business, in the office, hospital or home.

Luther called the doctrinal teaching of this verse "the article of a
standing or a faIling church". Truly it is a test whether or not the
Gospel of Christ is being preached. The Church of England states with
respect to the doctrine of this verse "we are accounted righteous
before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
by faith, and not for our own works or deservings: Wherefore, that we
are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and very full
of comfort, as more largely is expressed in the Homily of Justifica
tion". How sad it is that this truth is not more often preached in the
churches and chapels today. "Therefore being justified by faith we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ". This is the true

• resting place of the soul. Here is our Salvation, Surety and Justifica
tion.

Previous Enmity
This text implies previous enmity. "We have peace" implies a time

of enmity. So we have it in Gal. 3:22 "but the Scripture hath conclud
ed all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be
given to them that believe". Gal. 3:10 "for as many as are of the
works of the law are under the curse .... ". In Galatians 3:22 "the
Scripture hath concluded all under sin" the word "all" in the original
is neuter, meaning "all that we have" and "all that we are". We see
the total depravity of man.

We must renounce our own works and our own righteousness-2
Tim. 1:9; Gal. 2:16; Titus 3:5. Look at the experience of Paul. a
religious man; his desire was to "be found in Him, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the
faith of Christ..." As one of the Scotch Covenanters said OD r. jeatb
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bed, "I have taken all my bad deeds, and all my good deeds, and have
cast them together in one heap before the Lord, and from both of
them to Christ alone have I fled, and in Him I have perfect peace".

Samuel Rutherford said "Woe is me that men should think there is
anything in me. This sink of corruption, which I find in me, maketh
me to go with low sails, and if others saw what I see, they would look
by me and not to me. But the shower of His free Grace is upon me".
"I see that I have no legs of my own for carrying me to heaven; I must
go in at heaven's gates borrowing strength from Christ". Self
righteousness is the idol of our natural heart to which we cling. Yet,
"Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth". How little the righteousness of Christ is preached today.

Our Only Standing
Some people speak at the end of a year of making their peace with

God. We have not to make peace, for there is none that we ourselves
can make, it is already done. The message of the New Testament is
that in Jesus Christ we have peace with God through the blood of the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"Jesus paid it all
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow."

The hope of any and every sinner must be justification by faith. It is
the power of God unto salvation. It sets forth the very essence, the
freeness and fulness of salvation. By His stripes we are healed. The
power of His Blood, the Atonement, Satisfaction and Imputation are
old-fashioned words, but they express the very heart of the Gospel.

"I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand,
Not e'en where glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel's land."
"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand
And then again at mine."

Righteousness Imputed

See Rom, 4:6-9; Isaiah 53 :5-6.
It is a complete righteousness. If we are clothed in His

righteousness, we have nothing to fear in this world or the next. God
looks at His people as He looks at His own Son and He will not de
mand payment twice.



It is an everlasting righteousness. Once you have the wedding robe,
it will not be taken away. The feet of God's saints are kept, and His
people shall never perish. Once declared righteous you are His eternal
ly.

Objections Answered
Some say that it is immoral to call a man what he is not. The answer

is in Romans 3:26. "This Man receiveth sinners". This is the glory and
beauty of the Gospel. Those who have no character or power of
themselves, but who just rest on Him are the ones to whom God im
putes His righteousness.

Others say it leads to licentiousness and careless living. This is no
new objection (see Romans 6: 1).

HI would not work my soul to save
For that my Lord has done,
But I would work like any slave
For love of God's dear Son."

If a child of God does sin, he is uneasy and unhappy until he is
brought back again.

There are yet others who say that this righteousness is only the
beginning. You get started off and it must be added to. We reply-on
the contrary, this righteousness and salvation is not only initial but it is
complete and everlasting (Eph 2:8; 2 Tim. 1:9).

Think constantly of these precious truths through the whole of the
year. Take the text to heart. The Lord Jesus Christ is our sole Surety
and resting place.

4 The Gospel Magazine ,

Affliction
F. J. HARRIS.

"It is good for me that Ihave been afflicted; before I was afflicted I
went astray." Psalm 119 vv. 71 and 67.

Were we entirely free to choose our own pathway through life, it is
most likely that we would choose a way that had no troubles, no temp
tations, no sickness and no affliction. No doubt we would fondly im
agine that such a path would bring us constant bliss.

But when we come to review (as we all ought to do from time to
time) the way in which the Lord has in fact led us, we soon discover
that our pathway has been very different indeed from that ~. _I we
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might have chosen for ourselves. Truly do the scriptures say, "My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord".

But how can we reconcile the love of God for our souls, a love
which He "commendeth towards us in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us", with the very difficult circumstances we are often
called upon to pass through? Let me remind you first of all that it is
indeed the Lord who orders our circumstances-"O Lord, I know
that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps"; "My times are in Thy hands"; "the steps of a good
man are ordered by the Lord" (Jer. 10:23, Psalm 31:15 and 37:23).
Well did the hymnwriter say:

"He that formed me in the womb,
He shall guide me to the tomb:
All my times shall ever be
Ordered by His wise decree'~

But if it is not in dispute that the Lord directs our ways, why does
He bring us into so many difficulties? One answer which the scriptures
give is because the corruption of our hearts makes times of ease and
prosperity times of particular danger. We read David's words, speak
ing of a rash moment of self-confidence, "In my prosperity I said, I
shall never be moved". Similarly, when God had laden His people
with material blessings, we read "But leshurun waxed fat and
kicked .. then he forgot God which made him and lightly esteemed the
Rock of his salvation" (Deut. 32: 15). So it is that the psalmist cries,
"It is good for me that I have been afflicted; before I was afflicted I
went astray".

But there are also positive benefits that come to us from times of
trial and we may think briefly of some of these:

(a) It is certain that afflictions make us pray. Prosperity and ease
can make us very lethargic in coming to the throne of grace but
troubles soon cause us to pour out our hearts to God.

(b) Afflictions also make us realise that this world can never afford
us perfect bliss. They call us to set our affection on things above and
to lift up our hearts to where our real treasure is. When all goes on just
as we would wish we are prone to say, like Peter on the Mount of
Transfiguration, "it is good for us to be here", and we desire to abide
in a state of perfect sunshine. But the scripture says of Peter that he
spoke "not knowing what he said".

(c) Afflictions quicken our thoughts towards heaven. The trials the
children of Israel suffered in Egypt made them willing to leave that
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land. Had they beenin prosperity and ease, Canaan would have had no
attraction for them. So the Lord, by sickness, disappointment and the
like, weakens our attachment to this world and makes us more
desirious of our heavenly home.

d) Trials make us more intimately and experimentally acquainted
with the Word of God. Most of the promises in scripture are suited to
a state of affliction and their sweetness is never proved until we are in
a state to which they refer. Martin Luther said, "I never knew the
meaning of God's word until I came into affliction. I have always
found it to be one of the best schoolmasters".

(e) Afflictions prove to ourselves and to others the reality of our
grace. When we are enabled to exercise patience and submission and
when we receive the promised help of God it is evident that our
religion is real.

(f) Afflictions lead us in the pathways that our blessed Saviour trod
before us. He was a "Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief". We
cannot be conformed to His likeness (which is the great end of our
salvation) if we do not follow that way which He Himself consecrated
and sealed with His own precious blood.

HIt is the way the Master went,
Should not the servant tread it still?"

One day, when we stand with that great multitude around the
everlasting throne, it shall be truly said of us, "these are they which
came out of great tribulation and have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb".

Remember then, believer, and learn to say, HIt is goodfor me that I
have been afflicted; before I was afflicted I went astray".

Rev. John Tallach
The Trustees wish to place on record their grateful appreciation of

the work of the Rev. John Tallach as Editor of the Gospel Magazine
for the past 4Yz years. It was with the greatest regret that they learned
of his decision to relinquish his task. He has been most conscientous
and thorough in all his work, which has been done as unto the Lord.

We express our warm thanks to him and pray that he will be much
used of God in his ministry in Aberdeen. We look forward to
publishing articles by him from time to time.

t
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The Holy Spirit in the Life of
Christ and in the Life of the

Believer
W. J. PARKER

Some professing Christians find the subject of the Holy Spirit very
difficult to understand, and appear practically blind to any real
relationship with Him. Perhaps it would help such to make a study of
the points in the life of Christ Himself where it was specially touched
by the Spirit of God. From this we might infer what our relationship
with the Holy Spirit ought to be.

Here are seven experiences of our Lord where His relationship with
the Holy Spirit can be seen to have been particularly vital.

f. Christ was born of the Spirit.
At the time of the Incarnation, the angel said to Mary (Luke 1.35)

"The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee; therefore that Holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God." The point for us to notice is
that it required a special work of the Spirit of God to enable the Son of
God to become Man, to be born as a man.

This reminds us that it likewise requires a special work of the same
Spirit for us men to be born as the children of God, to enter into the
family of God. This we call the New Birth, or spiritual birth. As Jesus
said to Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again ... that which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

If. Christ was anointed with the Holy Spirit
This took place in His Baptism at the inauguration of His ministty.

Christians are baptised with the Holy Spirit when they are made
members of His Body, the Church, by spiritual regeneration.

The anointing of the Spirit in the case of the Lord Jesus was for
three general purposes: 1. It was the proof of His claims. 2. It
provided His strength in temptation. 3. It ensured His power in Divine
service.

It is the same for His people. 1. "By this we know that He abides in
us, by the Spirit whom He has given us." (l In. 3. 2-4.).2. "My grace
is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness." (2.
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Cor. 12.9). 3. "Behold, I send the promise of the Father upon you;
but tarry in Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on
high." (Lk. 24.49.).

Ill. Christ was justified in the Spirit
In 1 Timothy 3. 16, we read an interesting verse: "Great is the

mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the
Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up in glory." Many scholars think this formula was a
kind of credal statement of the early Church, perhaps used in
accepting converts to Baptism.

But what does the phrase, 'Justified in the Spirit', mean? Those who
first heard the call to follow Christ reacted like this: Jesus we know to
be the child of Joseph and Mary; he is a mere man; he cannot
therefore be, as he claims, the Son of God. They argued on the basis
of the weakness of the flesh. But when they saw His miracles, heard
His teachings, and became acquainted with His moral force and
spiritual power, they were moved to agree with the centurion, 'Truly
this man is the Son of God.' The Lord Jesus then was justified in His
spirit, or by the Holy Spirit in Him. His spiritual power vindicated His
claim to the Son of God.

But there is another facet of this truth also. Jesus had undertaken a
tremendous task; in representing humanity, and taking the
responsibility for sin. In His temptations, in His agony in the garden,
we can see that the internal witness of the Spirit gave Him assurance,
and the strength to go on to success, even when this meant facing the
cross.

We may see this need in ourselves. We too need the internal witness
of the Holy Spirit to give us the needed strength to overcome, and to
perserve. Paul said to the Roman christians (Romans 8.16) "The
Spirit beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God,
and if children then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ."

IV. Christ was gladdened by the Spirit.
In Luke 10.21. we read, "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit".

The disciples also returned with rejoicing from their preaching tours.
He directed the thoughts of His disciples to the true source of joy. He
tells them not to rejoice because they had power, and were able to
perform miracles. His following prayer was an example to them. His
joy came because of His deep fellowship with God through the Holy
Spirit, and the satisfaction came from knowing that He was doing
God's will. So the disciples' joy is also the joy of the harvest-the
knowledge that they are fellow workers with God, and are doing His

•
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will. (Isa. 9.3.). Relaxation and pleasure in earthly things are good in
due measure, but they do not give that joy or satisfaction which
comes from communion with God in His purposes for time and for
eternity.

V. Christ's Death was supervised by the Holy Spirit
The death of Christ is a great mystery at the very heart of the

Gospel. In Hebrews 9.4 we read that "He through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God." So the Spirit was the in
termediary between the suffering Saviour and the righteous Father in
this atoning sacrifice. The same Spirit Who brought Christ into the
world, guided His life and ministry, also now witnessed His "death
on the cross, for our redemption; who made there (by his one oblation
of himself once offered) a full perfect and sufficient sacrifice, obla
tion, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world". (B.C.P.)

We might note here how important it is, as Paul said in Romans
12.1, that we should "present our bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, ac
ceptable to God." We shall then realise with David that, "Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." (Ps. 116.15.)

There is another important aspect of the Spirit's work here. In Acts
5.32, Peter replied to the High Priest, "we are His witnesses to these
things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those
who obey Him." The Holy Spirit then shares with the Apostles this
duty of witnessing to the work of God in Christ's death and resurrec
tion. It was the part of the Apostles to give a faithful human and writ
ten witness; it is part of the Spirit to give an effective power to the
Word and message of the Cross, making it "the power of God to
salvation to everyone that believeth".

VI. Christ was raised by the Spirit
The Apostolic testimony is clear: Paul says "If the Spirit of Him

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies by His Spirit
who dwells in you." (Rom. 1.4;8.11). Peter said Christ was "put to
death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit". (l Pet.l 8.3) They thus
assured believers that as the eternal Spirit had communicated life to
their souls, so He would also cause them, in their bodies, to share in
Christ's resurrection. "For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His
resurrection." (Rom. 6.5.) How important to believers not to be
satisfied with an empty profession of Church membership without
seeing in themselves tokens of being united with Christ in His suffer
ings and death.
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VII. Christ gave commandments to His disciples by the Holy Spirit
"He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given com

mandments to the apostles whom He had chosen." (Acts. 1.2.). Their
testimony then, when it was written down in the New Testament
writings, and finally accepted into the Canon (or measure) of Scrip
ture, took its place beside the similarly Spirit-breathed writings of the
Old Testament prophets. The command to the churches is repeatedly
"Hear what the Spirit saith to the churches." (Rev. 2 and 3.).

It must be clear then that the members of the Church need the
guidance and illumination of the same Spirit to enable them to under
stand and appreciate for themselves the teachings of the Scriptures.
And so we must pray (in the words of the collect of Whitsunday)
"God, who did teach the hearts of thy faithful people, by the sending
to them the Light of Thy Holy Spirit; Grant us by the same Spirit to
have a right judgement in all things, and evermore to rejoice in His
holy comfort; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour."

Roman Catholicism
EDWARD w. HADWEN

PURGATORY

•

On this subject the creed of Pope Pius IV contains this declaration:
'I constantly hold that there exists a purgatory, and that the souls
there detained are assisted by the suffrages of the faithful." (Article
6), For this, as for the rest of Rome's extra-Scriptural doctrines, there
is no warrant in the Primitive Church, much less unanimous consent
of the Fathers.

Nevertheless, it is true that there were quite early in the history of
the Church notions about the condition of departed Christians which •
prepared the way for belief in purgatory, the earliest being references
to fires of judgement (usually based on St. Paul's words in I Cor. iii.
13-15), through which the departed must pass into heaven at the end
of the world. To this was added the thought of purging, since no
Christian could be wholly fit to enter heaven without enduring this
fiery process.

In the writings of Irena:us and others near his time there appears the
suggestion of punishment, in that Christians for various reasons suf
fer, after death, a delay of their resurrection. Tertullian, in the third
century, gave some prominence to this view, while Origen developed it



very largely. And it is instructive to recall that Tertullian was much in
fluenced by the heretic Montanus, and Origen derived many of his
views from the heathen philosopher Plato. Consequently, the idea of
some probation after death, in which Christians passed through fires
of judgement and cleansing, became prevalent. Even the great
Augustine of Hippo declined to oppose it. Choosing to leave it un
condemned, he said: "I will not argue against it, for perhaps it is
true."

The official teaching
Gregory the Great gave the first definite official pronouncement on

the subject when he laid it down that "there is a purgatorial fire before
the judgment for lighter faults." Thenceforth the doctrine of
purgatory soon became firmly rooted in the Western Church. At the
Council of Florence (1439) it was officially acknowledged "that there
is a purgatory." Sixtus IV in 1477 promised an indulgence for the
souls already in purgatory, and thus it became a matter of piety for
relatives of the departed to pray for their relief and deliverance from
it. The philosopher and theologian, Alexander of Hales (Gloucester
shire), set forth belief in the treasure of the Church-the accumulated
merits of the saints, and of the Virgin Mary-which was vested in the
Pope, whose prerogative it was to bestow these merits for the remis
sion of temporal punishments. This conception of the treasury of
merit and its application was proclaimed a dogma of the Church by
Clement VI about 1350, and Gregory VII popularized the idea that
any work undertaken for the benefit of the Church could win an in
dulgence for the benefit of those in purgatory.

Purgatory is distinct from hell, for only Christians pass through its
cleansing fires, and very few of them are exempt. Indeed, Or. Salmon
caustically remarks: "I regret to have to mention that, according to
the revelations of St. Francesca, bishops seem on the whole to remain
longest in purgatory, and to be visited with the greatest rigour." It is
said that the lower division of the place is largely tenanted by the souls
of priests and bishops, monks and nuns; the bishops with mitres of
fire on their heads, a burning crOS5 in their hands, and clad in a chasu
ble of flames. There are also there the souls of many Popes.

The popular view
The present conception of purgatory has been built up and

popularized by means of visions and legends, some of which are a
species of ghost stories. In contrast to these later embellishments of
the doctrine, the declaration of the Council of Trent is sober and
dignified. The fact is, however, that whatever that official statement
holds or intends, it is the purgatory of the visions and legends that

The Gospel Magazine 11
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really holds the premier place in the common mind of Rome's
adherents.

Cardinal Bellarmine did much to develop this more graphic view of
the doctrine. He tells anecdotes of those who, after enduring
purgatory, appeared to friends on earth to give an account of their ex
periences. St. Christina declares, "The torments I there witnessed are
so dreadful that to attempt to describe them would be utterly vain."
They were so bad she thought she was in hell. At length she reached
paradise and stood before the Lord, with Whom she hoped to stay,
but He bade her return to the earth, where she might endure tortures
for the benefit of others, "and so come again to Me at last with a great
increase of your merits." This is but a sample of a great accumulation
of such legends.

Roman divines have discussed the duration of the purgatorial pro
cess, but no fixed or regular appointments or assignments are made.
Pope Pius VI, who had suffered much on earth and died a confessor
in 1799, was seventeen years after his death, seen by one Maria Taigi!
She claims to have seen his soul come to the door of purgatory, only to
be sent back into the abyss because his expiation was not yet finished.
Pope Innocent III is said to have assured St. Lutgarde, to whom he
appeared surrounded by purgatorial flames, that he had only barely
escaped hell itself, and was condemned to suffer in purgatory till the
end of the world. "How frightful," cries one who had a vision of a
fellow-priest in purgatory, "How frightful are the torments of
purgatory when one hour seems more than a year."

Father Mazzarelli writes, "Let us give to each venial sin one day in
purgatory, and suppose that each day you commit thirty faults.
Therefore, to every day of your life, thirty days in purgatory will
answer; to every year, thirty years; to fifty, one thousand five hundred
years; to sixty, one thousand eight hundred years. Immortal God,
what an astonishing payment! Add to the venial sins some mortal sin,
absolved indeed, as far as the guilt goes, but not paid for entirely as
far as the punishment goes. How many other centuries of years in
purgatory!"

These, and many more speculations and stories, claimed to have the
authority of "revelations," were written by priests and others "with
all the air of grave historians, for the edification of their flocks, in
books which are bought by the thousand." And despite the fact that
Rome describes those in purgatory as, "blessed souls" and free from
the possibility of sinning, can we visualize anything more foreign to
the true teaching of the Christian Gospel about death and the
hereafter for believers than this doctrine of purgatory, with its agoniz
ing pains and strivings, its tantalizing uncertainties, its fiery penalties,

•
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its gloomy and forbidding prospects; the entire absence of anything
peaceful, or restful, or final?

Associated errors
And what shall we say about the associated errors-prayers for the

dead; invocations of saints and indulgences? The first of these is sanc
tioned by the Creed of Pius IV, " ... the souls ...are assisted by the suf
frages of the faithfuL" Purgatory and prayers for the dead developed
side by side; in fact, the natural concern of Christians about their
departed friends seems to have been the ground from which both
sprang. Quite early, Christians formed the practice of apostrophizing
the dead, but this passed into suffrages for them as the thought of pro
bation and purgation came to dominate their view of souls existing in
a sphere between earth and heaven. Hence these two-belief in
purgatory and practice of prayers for the dead-are inextricably
bound together. If the departed are in conditions of pain and purga
tion, and also have hope of deliverance, and, further, if the Church
teaches that their deliverance may be facilitated by the prayers of the
living, it is only to be expected that prayers for the dead must be a vital
and prominent practice in the Roman system.

This supposed fellowship in prayer with the dead goes most
agreeably with the practice of invocation of saints, for if amongst the
dead there are souls of outstanding sanctity, and, therefore, according
to the Roman doctrine, of superabounding merit, the suppliant finds a
most hopeful and fruitful means of success for his prayers by en
treating their friendly aid and claiming their interest in their particular
cases and concerns. Consequently, many prayers are addressed to the
saints, and the Virgin Mary, in the simple but ignorant expectation
that they will either answer or procure an answer for them. How far,
in practice, this means that the ordinary Roman Catholic, when he
prays, is limited to the horizon of saints and angels and seldom, if
ever, gets through to the Lord and Saviour Himself we do not say; but
it seems fair to say that prayer is reduced by this system to a piece of
complicated machinery rather than being a living, direct, personal
fellowship with the Lord, as it really is by His divine appointment.

The system of indulgences is perhaps most serious and most regret
table of all. The suppliant undertakes to offer a fixed number of
prayers-Ave Marias or Pater Nosters it may be-and the Church,
through its priests, pronounces remission of sins to the suppliant or
remission of guilt and penalty to the souls in purgatory in whose
behalf the suppliant prays. This has long been Rome's practice, and it
was this chiefly that brought Martin Luther to his great historic pro-
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test and his final decision to break away from a Church which had
become so mercenary and corrupt. If Christians are taught that the
departed are in sore need of their suffrages, it is only natural they
should cling with desperate hope and tenacity to this prescribed
remedy; but, in its essence, it is as vain and as much non-Christian as
the frantic invocations of Baal by the Israelites under Arab, of the
use of the prayer-wheels of Tibet. For the release of souls from
purgatory, the Virgin Mary is believed to have great power. In the
"Hours of the Blessed Virgin" we read, "Whosoever in the state of
grace shall say seven prayers before the crucifix, and seven Pater
Nosters, and seven Ave Marias, shall obtain 56,000 year's pardon."

1. The Romish doctrine of purgatory, with its context of morbid
and mercenary practices, has, of course, no sanction in Holy Scrip
ture, and is contrary to our views of Christ and His relations with
believers, and also contrary to reason.

2. The distinction made between sins as venial or mortal is artificial
and false. The Bible allows no such thing as venial sin, but plainly
teaches that all sin is mortal, and just as plainly does it teach that all
sins once purged by the blood of Christ are completely remitted, and
that no sins whatever have any other remedy.

3. There is no warrant for carrying over into the life after death con
ceptions of time, periods ()f suffering, and the like. Time is peculiar to
this world, and to introduce its measures into the future life is not only
foolish and misleading, but gives an entirely false view of the condi
tions of the departed. Spiritual values are supratemporal, and if even
purgation of Christians were required after death it would have to be a
process based on quality not quantity, on efficacy not duration.

4. The doctrine derogates from the glory of Christ. His redeeming
blood is the only means of our cleansing from sin, both for this life
and for that to come, and to teach that the element of fire-material
fire, according to Cardinal Bellermine-is required to purge souls
after death and make them fit for the Lord's presence, renders the
Blood insufficient. We know that no Christian either in this life or
after it is fit and worthy to stand in Christ's presence, but the Bible
makes it plain that believers, being cleansed from the guilt of sin, par
doned for actual sins, and under the sanctifying presence of the Holy
Spirit, are "accepted in the Beloved," and the state of grace is not
temporal or merely earthly, but eternal and heavenly. Consequences
of sins may, yea, do, remain in believers, but penalty due to sin and
the satisfaction required have been utterly and for ever paid by our
Blessed Lord, Whose redeeming merits cover us with a full and perfect
salvation both here and hereafter.

•
l
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5. Purgatory being set forth always as the abode of "souls" and the
place where "souls" are dependent on the Church's prayers, distorts
the Gospel view of the Christian. The Gospel proclaims salvation of
the whole personality, body, soul and spirit, and while we confess
some ignorance about the process of this marvellous salvation and of
the relation of our present body to the body of our resurrection, yet
we believe in the final survival of all that is essential to our individual
personalties; as St. Paul puts it, "And I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ." I am not saying the Church of Rome denies this
full survival, but that this doctrine of purgatory confuses and obscures
it. Believers are not at death reduced to mere "souls" dependent on
the flimsy system of sentimental beliefs and the uncertain mundane
prayers of their surviving relatives.

6. The texts of Scripture claimed in support of this doctrine lend no
support whatever to it, nor to the allied practices, such as prayers to or
for the dead. Bullinger wrote: "Let them teach us out of the Scripture
that such worthliness (i.e., to obtain forgiveness of sins) is attributed
by God to our sufferings. But only by the blood and passion of Christ
all those are sanctified that be sanctified whosoever they be. Therefore
purgatory is a wicked device of the devil which darkeneth, yea,
maketh void the cross and merits of Christ." To quote Cranmer: "For
what can be more foolish than to say that pains can wash sins out of
the soul?" And in reference to the sacrifice of the Mass in behalf of
souls in purgatory he writes: " ... trusting ...thereby also to obtain
release of the pains in purgatory, we do not only injury to Christ, but
also commit most detestable idolatry."
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Bishop Ryle on Bible Study
I have a strong conviction that we want more reverent, deep searching
study of the Scripture in the present day. Most Christians see nothing
beyond the surface of the Bible when they read it. We want a more
clear knowledge of Christ, as a living Person, a living Priest, a living
Physician, a living Friend, a living Advocate at the right hand of God,
and a living Saviour soon about to come again.
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As Thy Days, So Shall Thy
Strength be

Deuteronomy 33:25.

GEORGE MALCOLM

Here is a promise. It a simple promise, eight words of one syllable
each, or, if we omit the words which the translators of the Authorised
Version added in italics for clarity, five words only-"As thy days,
thy strength". But it is a beautiful promise, in Hebrew poetic form,
not rhyming words, but as it were rhyming thoughts. On the one hand
we have "thy days"-life's ever-recurring demands and outgoings,
and on the other hand "thy strength"-the resources and incomings
from which those demands are met. But, above all, it is a divine pro
mise, and it is as sure and reliable as God Himself is faithful.

This is OUR OWN promise. It was given first by Moses, on the
plans of Moab, to the tribe of Asher, at the conclusion of his blessings
to the twelve tribes of Israel as they prepared to cross the Jordan and
enter the Promised Land. How then is it ours? If we turn on a page or
so in the Bible to Joshua 1:5 we read "I will not fail thee nor forsake
thee". This was God's personal promise to Joshua. But in Hebrews
13:5 the writer quotes these words almost verbatim and goes on to ap
ply them to his readers and himself "so that we may bodly say, the
Lord is MY helper" (verse 6). Just so may you and I take the Lord's
promise to Asher as ours too, driven home to our hearts by the double
"Thy". As THY days THY strength. We should treat God's Word
reasonably and study the promises in their context; but all that will ap
ply to us we should take to ourselves.

"As thy DAYS". How wise and good of God to give us our life in
days, and the strength for the day with the day. Not all days go well.
We miss our way, we squander our strength and waste it on un
necessary tasks. But with the new day comes fresh dew, fresh manna,
fresh strength, and fresh light on the path opening before us. The pa
tient looked up wearily and asked "how long must I be here?". "Only
a day at a time, my dear" was the wise old doctor's answer. It may be
part of the day's duty to prepare for the day ahead, but not to take
anxious thought for it. We fall under the load if we try to bear tomor
row's burden before tomorrow's strength has been given.

•

•
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This promise is a BALANCED promise-all t-he strength we need,
no more, no less. It conjures up the picture of a simple pair of scales.
In one pan the owner puts the weights he thinks fit, then into the other
he pours just enough of the nourishing grain or whatever it be to lift
the weights and hold them steady. So the Lord allots us the labours
and responsibilities that His wisdom directs, and balances them with
strength enough to bear them. He could give us the strength of Sam
son so that we could carry off the gates of Gaza and feel no load, but
that would not fulfil His purpose. His way is not so much to temper
the wind to the shorn Iamb as to give it a fleece that will grow thick
and warm in time for the winter's cold. From babes in Christ He is
building men of God. So He allows sorrows, but they do not crush us;
we are at our wits' end with the problems, but as we wrestle with them
the light dawns and the way opens before us; we have to put forth all
our powers, but strength is given till the crisis is over. So in time His
little children grow in grace until they are mature sons and daughters
of God.

This simple blessing on Asher ranks with the great texts of Scripture
for its ADAPTABILITY to all circumstances. "AS thy days, so shall
thy strength be" Not only as much as the day requires but also a/such
kind as the day requires. On the day of frustration God gives patience.
On the day of opposition He gives meekness. On the day of fear He
can make us strong in faith, and on the day of plain heavy hard work
He can give plain physical strength. For the holiday He supplies
strength to watch and be sober and not to put off our armour or forget
our calling. "AS thy days", whatever those days be, "so shall thy
strength be-exactly the amount and the kind of strength those days
demand.

As I close, allow a reminiscence. It was fifty-five years ago. A
wonderful convention at Sialkot, in the Himalayan foothills, had just
closed. I happened to be travelling down to the plains in the same
railway compartment as one of the speakers, and I asked him, "how
can it last?". He answered hesitantly, because the happy atmosphere
of conventions does not last, nor is it meant to do so. But he pointed
me to the Lord's prayer, "give us this day our daily bread". I was
disappointed, because his answer seemed to make the continuance of
the blessing dependent on my weak prayer life. But I see it better now.
Our Father has the daily bread there each day without fail for the tak
ing. We can count on it by faith. But more than that, we must take it
by faith. True faith acts on the promise and proves God true to His
Word.

"As thy days, so shall thy strength be".
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For Younger Readers
JOHN TALLACH

JENNIFER
Jennifer was working in Germany. Along with other girls she stayed at
Rheindalen, the headquarters of the British army on the Rhine.

It was a Sunday morning in December. Jennifer and two friends
were out in the woods, collecting logs and acorns. They were going to ..
decorate their rooms for Christmas. They needed cheering up. They
lived as if there were no God, as if He had not told them how to live. •
They pretended to be happy, but in fact they were not. They often felt •
miserable.

As Jennifer and the other girls looked for acorns on the ground,
they heard bells begin to ring. There was a road beside the wood, and
they saw crowds of people walking along the road and going into a
church. Jennifer could see the church through the trees. In a short
while there was no-one left on the road. It seemed that everyone had
gone into the church, but the bells continued to ring.

It was a long time since Jennifer had last been in a church but sud
denly she wanted to go again. She dropped the bag in which she had
gathered her precious store of acorns, and began to run through the
trees towards the road. As she did so she shouted over her shoulder to
her friends,

'I am going to church.' She was terrified in case the bells would stop
ringing before she arrived, because if they did she felt that she could
not go in. The other girls shouted after her,

'Wait for us; we'll come too,' but Jennifer ran on. When the two
girls arrived at the church Jennifer was already asking the man at the
door if they could all come in. Their clothes were untidy and their
hands were dirty, but the man gave them all a welcome and in they
went.

It was not the kind of service Jennifer had been used to as a child
back in Scotland. She saw the congregation kneel down on stools to I
pray, and she knelt too. But in her excitement she fell off the stool, •
and this made her start to laugh. She tried to stop, but it only made •
her worse, and the other two girls beside her began to giggle too.

When the service was over Jennifer felt disappointed. She had sud
denly wanted to join in the worship of God, but she felt she had learn
ed nothing about Him at all.

That week Jennifer started to read the Bible. About the same time,
she decided to leave Germany for Scotland. She could not leave im
mediately, however, and it was April, 1972, before she left Rheindalen
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and came home to Carluke. She was one month past her 19th birth
day.

'But what does God mean to you?'
For the hundreth time, Jennifer put the question to her new friend

Antoinette. Toni, as she called her, was a girl Jennifer became friendly
with when she started college in September of that year. Toni made no
secret of her belief in God. For Jennifer, it was all a mystery. She was
reading books about different religions, but she still did not know the
answers to the simplest questions about God.

'You should go and see your minister,' Toni would say. But Jennifer
would not go.

'That would be a waste of time,' she would reply. 'Ministers must be
the kind of men who have always believed in God. My minister would
never understand my difficulties.'

As it happened, Jennifer's daily walk home from college took her
past the door of the minister's manse. The autumn of 1972 wore on.
She was getting more and more concerned, and one evening she found
herself at the door of the manse, ringing the bell.

'I don't know what I'm doing here ...1 don't believe you can help
me.. .I don't even like you, anyway.'

Jennifer stood there awkwardly. She was remembering the last time
she had been in her home church. The minister had said something
that day which had offended her. She had used it as an excuse never to
go back. The minister asked her to sit down. He wasn't very sure how
to deal with this anxious visitor.

'Are you reading the Bible?' he asked.
'Bits here and there', Jennifer replied. During that first visit her

minister advised her to begin reading the Bible properly. He also sug
gested that she should begin to attend church again.

Jennifer found that this was good advice. As she came back to the
manse every week she had hundreds of questions to ask. But the main
one was always there, and she asked it like this:

'Why does God not mean more? 1 go to my wardrobe once a week,
put on my Sunday clothes, and go to church. Then 1 come home and
change. What happens to God for the rest of the week? It's as if 1 take
him out of the cupboard once in the week and put Him on. Surely God
should mean more to me than that?'

On Sunday, the first day of January, 1973, the minister made a
special announcement. He told the congregation in Carluke that a
Canadian preacher, Mr Moore, would be visiting the area and
preaching at nearby Motherwell that Friday night. Jennifer thought,
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'My aunt lives in Motherwell. I can go and stay the week-end with
her.'

Jennifer got to Motherwell early that Friday evening. As she had
some time to spare, she went round to her aunt's house before the ser
vice. Her cousin, Janice, came bouncing into the room. They talked
together about the service which Jennifer had come to attend. Then all
at once, to Jennifer's surprise, Janice announced, 'I'll come with you'.

The service that night didn't mean very much to Jennifer. But what
was happening to Janice? She had begun to cry. •

'Here I am', thought Jennifer 'having searched for God for a year,
and I am no nearer to finding Him yet. But this cousin of mine comes J
along to the meeting because she has nothing else to do, and it means .,
so much to her!' The service finished, and the two girls made their way
out.

Because she was crying, and couldn't see where she was going,
Janice bumped into another woman. Suddenly they recognised one
another. They had once lived on the same street in Motherwell, but
had not met for years. The woman was a Christian, and was delighted
to see Janice at that church meeting. Janice introduced her old friend
to Jennifer.

'Would you both like to come to my house?' the lady asked.
'Oh yes!' Janice replied. It was the last thing Jennifer wished. She

just wanted to get away, but what could she do?
As Jennifer looked around the lady's house, she saw signs

everywhere that this was a Christian home. She listened to what the
lady and her friends were saying. They were talking about Christ the
Saviour, and they spoke about the love of God in giving His Son to die
for sinners on the cross. Jennifer did not really know what they were
talking about. Their words about Jesus and the forgiveness of sins
were only words. She thought, 'These people are different. They have
something I don't have. God means so much more to them than He
does to me. But there's nothing I can do about it. I will just have to ac-
cept that He will never mean very much to me. I will just have to go on t
without that special thing these people have.'

The next night found Janice and Jennifer at Motherwell Cross. Mrs. 1
MacBeth (the lady in whose house they had been the evening before)
had asked them if they wanted to go to a meeting on Saturday, and Jan-
ice had immediately agreed. The car drew up and the two girls got in.

But instead of taking them to the meeting they had spoken about,
Mrs. MacBeth told the girls that she and her husband had prayed
about the matter, and had felt led to take the girls to another meeting
in Edinburgh, at which Mr. Moore was to speak again.
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As they drove along the road towards Edinburgh, Mr. and Mrs.
MacBeth and Janice were singing. They all seemed very happy, but
Jennifer felt differently. She pretended to feel at home, but in her
heart she would rather have been anywhere else in the world.

When they got to the mission hall in Edinburgh they found it pack
ed. This time the Canadian preacher was speaking on the three
crosses. He spoke first about the cross on which Christ died. Then he
spoke of the crosses of the two men who died with Him. He called
them the crosses of acceptance and rejection, because one of these
thieves believed on Jesus and the other did not. If there was one thing
that Mr. Moore emphasised that night it was this:

'There is no middle way, You either accept Jesus Christ as your
Saviour or you reject Him.'

Until then, Jesus had meant very little to Jennifer. She had come to
the conclusion that He would never mean so much to her as He did to
others. She had thought of religion as something she controlled,
something she put on like her Sunday clothes.

Now she knew that God was calling her to believe in Jesus. She also
knew that, if she believed in Jesus, there would come a great change.
God would take control of her. And there was no middle way-she
either believed in Jesus as her Saviour or she rejected Him.

The voice of the preacher died away; she even began to forget about
the crowd around her. She saw and thought of Jesus Christ alone.
That night He ceased to be a Saviour only of others. He became Jen
nifer's too. If she had felt Him to be far away before, He was certainly
near to her now.

The Test of Time
H. J. W. LEGERTON

A sphere of ministry which has had to endure bitter opposition from
vested interests and infidel forces, and which has been considered
(wrongly) "negative", "controversial" and "unpopular" even in
some Christian circles, can surely be said to have passed the test of
time when it arrives at the 150th anniversary of its inception. Such is
the case of The Lord's Day Observance Society, which, as it celebrates
this landmark in 1981, will testify that the justification of its work is
not merely because it has survived the test of time but because its
witness has been based all along upon the Word of God.
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The Society was founded on 8th February, 1831 by a group of
evangelical ministers, business men and M.P.s, largely as a result of
the endeavours of Mr. Joseph Wilson, whose cousin, The Rev. Daniel
Wilson (Vicar of Islington and later Bishop of Calcutta), became the
Society's first Chairman. The stimulus behind this action was largely
the publication of seven sermons on the subject of The Lord's Day,
preached by Daniel Wilson, which sermons have been published in
book form by the Society ever since, providing a standard work on the
subject.

The original Constitution of the Society set forth in detail the Scrip
tural basis of the Lords Day: "the dedication of one day in every seven
to religious rest and the worship of Almighty God is of Divine authori
ty and perpetual obligation; imposed upon man at the Creation;
recognised and confirmed in the most solemn manner in the Ten Com
mandments; urged by the Prophets as an essential duty, about to form
part of the institutions of the Messiah's kingdom; vindicated by our
Divine Lord from the unauthorised additions and impositions of the
Jewish teachers; transferred by Him and His Apostles upon the
abrogation of the ceremonies of the Mosaic law, to the first day of the
week in commemoration of the resurrection of Christ, and on that ac
count called 'The Lord's Day'; and finally established in more than all
its primitive glory as an ordinance of the spiritual universal church of
the New Testament, and a standing pledge and foretaste of the eternal
rest of Heaven". It is upon these Bible-based principles that the Socie
ty has exercised its teaching ministry and its resistance to secular and
commercial encroachment.

To take only a few examples:

In 1831 the railway system was in its infancy but, as time went on, it
constituted an ever-growing menace to the Lord's Day, the Society op
posing Sunday work and excursions on the railway with the utmost
vigour through many years. The Sunday opening of shops has been
contested from the very beginning until obsolete legislation was
replaced by a more workable-if not wholly satisfactory-Act, the
operation of which is still an object of the Society's attention in
respect of both Sunday opening of shops and Sunday markets. In
1831, the Primary Statement referred to "the enormous evil of the
Sunday newspapers", the enormity of which today would have as
tounded the founder-fathers, and which is still deplored. The Society
has always sought to reduce Sunday labour to the minimum of
necessity and has worked with both employees' organisations and in-
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dustrial concerns to effect this. It waged a prolonged battle with the
Post Office from its inception in 1840 to bring about abolition of Sun
day deliveries of mail. The Working Men's Lord's Day Rest Associa
tion was incorporated with the Society in 1920. Unnecessary travel on
the Lord's Day (a subject largely overlooked by Christians nowadays)
has also been discouraged, and another organisation amalgamated
with the Society was the League Against Sunday Travel in 1920.

In 150 years, forms of entertainment have undergone great changes
but have always presented secularising influences; in the early years
there were bands in the parks, concerts (mostly with the designation
"sacred"); then such big events as the Great Exhibition of 1851, the
Sunday Opening of which was prevented, the Empire Exhibition of
1924/5 which was also kept closed on the Lord's Day, and the Festival
of Britain, only the Amusements section of which was closed on that
day; later there arose the cinema, variety shows, theatricals, danc
ing-all of which, in so far as the Lord's Day has been affected, have
been consistently dealt with by the Society. Activity of this kind has
often involved action in Parliament and each session has seen some
M.P.s supporting the preservation of the Lord's Day. Attempted
amendments to existing legislation, by which the safeguards for the
Lord's Day would be weakened, have always been opposed by the
Society, often with success. In the realm of sport, major encroach
ment upon the sacred day began in the early 20th century with pro
posals for Sunday games in the public parks, these being permitted,
despite opposition from L.D.O.S., for limited hours at first, but
gradually being extended to the whole of the day. There followed in
their wake Sunday Cricket, Sunday League Football and others, but
the Society has resisted successfully big League Football and
Horseracing on the Lord's Day.

In its original Statement, the Society expressed its persuasion "that
the welfare of nations is intimately connected with the due sanctifica
tion of the Christian Sabbath", and it is the national application of
the subject which it has empasised throughout its existence, stressing
the statements and examples of Scripture as well as the evidence of
history in that respect. Endeavours to witness to the nation have been
made through meetings, press, literature, and, in present times, radio
and television, as well as exhibiting at County Shows. The Society's
sights have from the start been focussed on a wide field, its 1831 State
ment declaring as one of its objects "to open a correspondence
throughout the British Empire and if possible on the Continent of
Europe, and wherever else suitable opportunities may occur, for the
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purpose of forming local Associations, and for maintaining a friendly
intercourse with societies already existing with the view of promoting
the due observance of the Lord's Day". This policy has been followed
from time to time; in the United Kingdom with the formation of the
Northern Ireland Division in 1951, and the incorporation of the Scot
tish Lord's Day Association (founded in 1847) in 1953; in Europe with
the inauguration of the Dutch L.D.O.S. in 1954, and the formation in
the 19th century of organisations in Switzerland, France and Ger
many. Beyond Europe, Lord's Day movements have been formed or
encouraged by the Society in Australia, Nigeria, Canada, and the
United States.

The printed page has been used extensively by the Society from the
very beginning. Books, tracts, posters-on the subject of the Lord's
Day-have been published and distributed in their thousands, and, in
years of special national events such as Coronations, the circulation
has reached well over the million mark. In this connection the children
have not been overlooked, literature suitable for them having been
produced regularly. The Society had not been operating long before
moves were made to establish a Branch for young people; this
organisation, with the 7th Earl of Shaftesbury as its Patron, was suc
cessful for some years, and, after some lapse, was revived in 1949 to
take its present title of Young Life Guards, to which children under 17
years of age may belong, pledging with God's help to keep His Day,
and receiving their own Magazine three times a year. Young People's
Workers have for some fifty years past been appointed to reach
children by means of missions with the objects of presenting the
Gospel, teaching the observance of the Lord's Day, and linking
youngsters to Sunday Schools. This activity has, under the blessing of
God, proved itself over the years.

Founded as a Church of England society, it developed over the
years interdenominationally until today its Council and Staff are
drawn from individuals of various churches who assent to its Biblical
doctrinal basis. It is truly a servant of Christ's Church militant here on
earth. Its 150th Anniversary is being marked by a Special Service at
All Souls' Church, Langham Place, London, and by similar gather
ings in Scotland, Northern Ireland, and in various centres in England.
A booklet has been published giving a brief summary of the Society's
History, pending a more detailed History now in the course of
preparation.

So this veteran-still virile-Christian movement, with its well
known watchword "For Our Lord and His Day", has sought (0 de-
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A. V. McCANDLISH

Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters
thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof. (verses 1-3)
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We see here trouble, earthquake, raging seas, and floods which
seem to shake the mountains. It is all very suggestive of times of trou
ble. Surely then this Psalm is particularly relevant to the times in
which we live.

The message of the psalm, too, is obvious. 'God is a very present
help in trouble' (v.l). 'The Lord of Hosts is with us' (vv. 7-11). In all
our troubles, God always draws near to us to help us.

1. God is a refuge in times of trouble.
He is a shelter in the time of storm. The picture is simple, but vivid;
whether you think of the ship that shelters in the harbour from the
fury of the gale; or of those of us who ran to our air raid shelters,
when enemy planes dropped their bombs.

God is our shelter in the day of trouble. When the doctor diagnosed
/ the trouble as cancer, think of the billows of fear that rushed upon the

sufferer and threatened to overwhelm her. As she fled to her Lord, it
was as if she had heard Him say, 'Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.'
She said 'I will trust and not be afraid.'

fend our Sabbath Heritage, promote its proper use and observance,
uphold its Scriptural authority, teach its spiritual significance, and,
above all, proclaim the Risen Saviour Who is Lord of the Sabbath.
With such objectives, the Word of God for its foundation, and the
devotion of its workers in each generation, no wonder The Lord's Day
Observance Society has stood the test of time, and expects to continue
by the Grace of God until time shall end with the coming of the
Eternal Sabbath Rest of the people of God.

r

J



26 The Gospel Magazine

..

What of the last great enemy, death? Has it not triumphed over all
men? How can you stand in the hour of death? Hidden in the Lord
Jesus we can say, 'Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.' Hidden in Christ,
death cannot harm me at all. It can only open the door and usher me
out of the body, to be carried by my Lord Jesus safe to His heavenly
home. God is our shelter in the time of storm.

2. God is our strength.
God does not often remove the trouble when it comes to us; but He
gives us strength to meet it, and to rise above it.

When Paul was in sore trouble with his thorn in the flesh, he
besought the Lord three times that it might be removed; but God said,
'My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.' See how Paul received the help of God, and rose above his
trouble; he said, 'Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infir
mities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.' (2 Cor. 12:8, 9)

When Joni Eareckson was seventeen, she dived into the sea and
broke her neck. She was paralysed from her neck downwards, and was
completely helpless. She could not do anything at all for herself. She
prayed very earnestly to God; He did not heal her, but He has helped
her to rise above her trouble. She paints beautiful pictures with a
brush held in her mouth; she has appeared on American T.V. and
testifies to millions that God is her strength.

This is what God promises to all who call upon Him in their trouble.

3. God satisfies our needs.
Look at vv. 4 and 5. 'There is a river, the streams whereof shall make
glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most
high. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall
help her, and that right early.'

I suppose it is true to say that man's greatest earthly need is for
water. No-one can live for long without water. Here God is telling His
people that He is ready to satisfy all their needs. Think how God met
every need of His people Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. What an
amazing miracle! For forty years He met all the needs of two and a
half million people in a desert.

Recently Phyllis Thompson published the story of how God
miraculouly met all the needs of the C.I.M. Missionaries and their
children, when they were held in Communist China. There were some
six hundred missionaries, and about two hundred children, and all of
them were brought out in safety. How God provided the money and
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got them all out safely makes thrilling reading; but the lesson is clear
and plain, God does supply all the needs of His people. Did not our
Lord say, 'He that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that
believeth on Me shall never thirst.' (In. 6:35). Paul says, "My God
shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus' (Phi!. 4:19).

4. See what God does.
Look at verses 8 to 11. 'Come, behold the works of the Lord, what
desolations He hath made in the earth.' Desolations? Is this a word for
those in trouble? Let us look on to what God is doing. He is breaking
things, and burning things. Yes, it is a work of destruction; but what is
it that God is destroying? 'He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear
in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the fire.' What a blessed work of
destruction'. We see God breaking and burning things that hurt his
people.

Remember how Hezekiah called upon God, when Jerusalem was
threatened by the army of Sennacherib. God answered with a work of
destruction; He breathed on that mighty host, and they perished.
Their swords and spears were broken, and their chariots were burned
in the fire.

When the proud pharisee came to Damascus with bitter hatred in
his heart, and breathing out threatening and slaughter upon the trembl
ing church, the Lord met him, blinded him, and hurled him to the
ground. God broke that proud cruel heart, and destroyed the hatred.
He recreated him and made him the apostle to the Gentiles.

What of God's greatest work of destruction? Come to Calvary.
How terrible-the Son of God crucified and slain; but come and see
'what desolations he hath wrought'. Through death he hath destroyed
him that hath the power of death, that is, the devil, and delivered them
who through fear of death were all their life time subject to bondage.
(see Heb. 2:14,15).

Oh what a blessed work of destruction! Think-every time a sinner is
born again, the Lord breaks the things that hurt, the chains that bind;
He takes away and deals with the sins that hurt and injure others, and
creates instead a heart of love.

Here is the message of this psalm. In all our troubles God always
draws near to help us.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take!
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

..



Points from First Peter
H. M. CARSON

'.... kept by the power oj God throughjaith unto salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time.' 1. Peter 1.5.

Peter has been calling the Christians to whom he writes to endurance,
to persistence in the Christian life. He has been holding before them
the inheritance which is theirs-and ours also if was are in Christ
Jesus-the inheritance of glory. He continues to speak about that in
heritance, but now the picture changes somewhat and he speaks of it
as 'a salvation which is ready to be revealed at the last time'. Perhaps
some of us are inclii1ed to question that particular metaphor. Surely
salvation is something present, something which we experience now.
Yet Peter here speaks about 'a salvation which is ready to be revealed';
which is therefore in some sense at present hidden; a salvation which
in some sense we have not yet experienced. Is not the basic call of the
Gospel, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved'?
(Acts 16.31). Did Paul not write to the Ephesians and say, 'By grace
are ye saved through faith'? (2. 8). Is salvation not something very
much our experience now? It is indeed. It is true that now we can re
joice that we have been saved by grace and yet there is a sense in the
New Testament in which salvation still lies ahead.

A Salvation not only Present but Future
When the children of Israel were brought out of Egypt, it was a

mighty deliverance. God worked mightily to deliver them from
slavery. They looked back right through their history to that great
night when God went before them and led them, a crowd of slaves,
forth to liberty. They were free, but there was a long way to go bet
ween Egypt and Canaan, and it was only after years of wandering that
they entered into the promised land. It is gloriously true, that when a
man comes to Christ, as it were he steps out of Egypt; he is taken from
a condition of slavery, he sets his face towards the promised land; yet
it is also true that the promised land is still ahead, the heavenly Ca
naan is something which is yet to be possessed. There is a sense in
which the salvation that lies ahead so far surpasses even that we have
already experienced that it almost seems like a new one-it is 'ready to
be revealed in the last time'.

When the morning breaks and the dawn comes, the shadows of the
night have gone and we can go out and see our way to do our daily
work. Yet even on the fairest summer morning, the sun will only
gradually rise in the sky. It may be a cloudy day, one with glimpses of
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sunshine now and then. Perhaps there comes a moment, possibly at
mid-day, when the clouds are driven back and the sun blazes forth in
all his splendour. When we come to Christ and first put our trust in
Him, the shades of night go. We are taken from the kingdom of
darkness, and translated into the Kingdom of God's Son; yet we know
very well in our own experience that sometimes the clouds are very
much across the sky. There are those glorious moments when, as it
were, the clouds part and the very glory of Christ is revealed. Yet we
are only too aware if we are honest with ourselves that those great
moments are all too infrequent. We look forward to a day of final
revelation, of unveiling, when the splendour and the glory of Christ
will shine forth.

It is salvation, you see, that is 'ready to be revealed at the last time'.
We are always looking forward to that. We are saved from the guilt
and shame of sin here. We can say with confidence, 'there is ...no con
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus' (Rom. 8. 1). We can re
joice that for Christ's sake we have been accepted by God, but we are
looking forward to that day when not only shall we be delivered from
the guilt of sin, but sin itself will simply be a memory of the past. It is
true that we are saved from Satan, have been delivered from his
kingdom and have been brought into the Kingdom of Christ. Yet
Satan is still very much a being to be reckoned with until that day
when the Lord will trample him beneath His feet (cL Rom. 16. 20).

We are saved now-yes it is true-yet we are saved in the midst of
much weakness. We are still in the body, and on this side of glory.
How often we are made aware of the results of being in the body
through the weakness that inevitably besets us. How often we are
longing to do this and that in the name of Christ, to press on, and yet
we are aware of our weakness. But we look forward to that day when
we shall experience the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting, when with a glorified body we shall praise and adore Him
for ever. Here we are saved-but we are saved by faith. In that faith
there is an element of hope; we are looking forward. But then hope
will be swallowed up in sight for we shall see Him as He is.

Can we be sure of obtaining it?
Peter says that we press on to our inheritance; we look forward to

the goal; we are pressing on towards that salvation which is ready to
be revealed at the last day. But inevitably the question comes. Am I
sure of entering into that inheritance? The inheritance may be unde
filed in heaven but am I sure that I will enter into it? Many a child has
been left a large legacy and yet has died before he enters into posses
sion of it. The question is, is the Christian sure of reaching the goal? It



30 The Gospel Magazine

is the big issue that has been described in Christian history by the
phrase 'the final perseverance of the saints'. Will the Christian
persevere to the end? Is there a possibility, in other words, that the
Christian may fall away and be lost? This is a vital issue. It is not a
matter of theoretical doctrine, but something of vital concern as we
seek to live the Christian life. If we are not sure that we shall persevere
to the end, our Christian life has no underlying stability at all.

The Church of Rome, in her doctrine, teaches that you cannot be
sure. She insists that for any man to say that he can know he is saved is
sheer presumption, and indeed to claim such assurance is to be
assuredly damned. You must struggle on but you may ultimately fall
from the inheritance. Yet this issue of assurance affects the whole
matter of our joyfulness. The Christian should be one who rejoices
constantly. Peter speaks here in his chapter of rejoicing 'with joy
unspeakable and full of glory' (verse 8). But if perhaps the cup is go
ing to be dashed from your lips at the last, how Clm you possibly re
joice? You cannot rejoice in something which is yours to-day but may
be gone tomorrow. It affects the very service we perform. If I know
that that which I am doing now has eternal consequences, of course I
will give myself to the task of living to the glory of God and seeking to
bring men to Christ. But if I am not sure, how can I give myself to it
with the enthusiasm and zeal which God requires?

So we continue to ask, Can we be sure that we will persevere to the
end? The New Testament is, I believe, quite clear. The Lord says to
His disciples, 'I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand' (John 10.
28). Paul writes to the Philipians, 'Being confident of this very thing,
that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it (not may
perform it) until the day of Jesus Christ' (1. 6). Peter proclaims the
same truth here-'We are kept by the power of God, through faith un
to a salvation ready to be revealed at the last time'.

Why is there this need to be kept? Why is this whole matter of the
saints' perseverance such a vital one? It is surely because the Christian
life is a conflict right through to the end. Very often to a young Chris
tian this comes as a surprising discovery. He may have gone through a
time of turmoil before he came to Christ and imagined that having
come, that would be an end of his trouble. He has found peace with
God and therefore imagines that he has found a peaceful solution to
all his problems. He is almost surprised to discover that far from being
easier the Christian life seems in some ways to be far more difficult,
that the conflict is far more intense than ever it was before. Why is
this? Surely it is because the Christian, right the way through, is facing
hostility on every side.

•



The Gospel Magazine 31

t

I

Our Adversary/he Devil

The devil, as far as the Christian is concerned, is not a topic for a
cheap joke. The devil is someone whom he takes in deadly earnest
because the Bible takes him in deadly earnest. Not so long ago, when
there was the discussion as to whether the devil should be put into the
new Anglican Catechism or not, quite a number of people thought it
was an occasion for being facetious. How unutterably misguided and·
how blind they were; 'Blind leaders of the blind'. (Matt. 15. 14). Ac
cording to the New Testament the devil is not someone about whom
to be facetious, he is much too powerful a foe for that. He is the crafty
subtle enemy of the people of God. He is the one who in all
malevolence and hatred seeks to thwart God's purposes in our lives.
He is the one who comes again and again with unremitting persistence.
He never takes time off; he is never on holiday. He is always there,
persisting in his attempts to turn us aside from the pathway of obe
dience to the will of God. Now he comes in a blustering fashion, 'as a
roaring lion ... seeking whom he may devour' (l Pet. 5. 8). Now he
comes in a very seductive manner, as an angel of light, masquerading
as someone very attractive, but none the less vicious and wicked. Now
he comes with all his cunning. He is the old serpent according to Scrip
ture; the one who with subtle device tries to defeat us. And he is not
alone, he has allies.

His Ally-the World

The devil works through the world. The Lord Jesus spoke of him as
being the 'prince of this world' (John 12. 31; 16. 11). The Apostle
John spoke of the world as 'lying in the evil one' (cL I John 5. 19).
The devil is the one who is in control of this evil order of things
organised apart from God and in defiance of His will. The devil uses it
as one of his weapons to try to defeat the Christian.

How does the world stand in opposition to the Church of Christ?
Sometimes the opposition may and does come through persecution. It
has done so in the past. The world has stood over against the Church
and by force, by torture, and by death, has sought to crush her. We
are seeing that today, not just as something of the past but of the pre
sent. Of course, they are not using torture in the old crude sense;
modern torture is more sophisticated but none the less brutal-brain
washing-mental torture now rather than physical, but it is the same
open affront to the Church of Christ.

We do not experience that, but we face the opposition of the world
coming from another direction. It denies us its esteem and popularity.
When you read the history of the professing Church you find that that
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is how the world has won great victories. Go back to the early cen
turies and see those Christians in Rome being taken to the arena, and
thrown to the wild beasts-they are giving their lives. Surely this cons
tant persecution will crush the infant Church! No! you find that in
spite of the bloody combats they have to face in the arena, in spite of
all the power of Imperial Rome, these little groups of believers stand
firm. But turn the pages of history and see what happens when Rome
smiles upon the Church, when the Emperor professes to be a Chris
tian, and when it becomes fash ionable to be one. The Church which so
bravely and courageously withstood all the earlier onslaughts largely
succumbs under the blandishments of imperial and popular favour.
When the world becomes friendly disposed towards the Church we
need to be even more on our guard. So far as spiritual life is concerned
the praise and esteem of men is often a far more poisonous thing than
all their opposition.

The world comes to us so persuasively suggesting that we ought to
conform more to its ways. The subtle approach so often made is that
if you are really going to be effective in the world, you have got to be
like the world. The whole argument to-day tends to be along this line.
It is said that if the Church is really going to make an impact on the
nation, it has got to get very much closer to it; it has got to become
very much more like the world around. If you are going to reach the
man who reads a great deal of the trash and immoral literature of the
day, you have got to read it yourself. If you are going to deal with the
man who feasts his eyes on the filth of the cinema to-day, you have got
to go and understand it-that is the argument. You have got to be in
the world and very much part of the world, if you are to understand.
The Church has got to be identified with the world much more than it
at present is if it is going to make an impact. This is the world coming
with all its persuasive ways-with what subtle persuasion it does so!
We have got to recognise it is still the deadly foe of the believer.

His Ally-the Flesh
Furthermore there are not only these foes without the gate, there is

a traitor within the camp, and because he is within, he is a far more
deadly foe. He is, to use the Biblical term, 'the flesh', the old nature
which we have inherited from Adam. By the grace of God we are new
men in Christ, but as we face the onslaughts of the devil, and the blan
dishments of the world, we find that there is something within us
which responds to the enemy without. The flesh would gladly be in
league with Satan; would gladly respond to the desires of the world; so
we find that not only are we engaged in a battle without, but that
sometimes we are engaged in a far more intense struggle within.
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We need to be kept by the Power of God

It is because of all this that we need to know the meaning of the
words 'kept by the power of God'. The word that Peter uses here for
the keeping power of God is a word which might have been applied to
an army. Here is a city beleaguered and around the walls there stand
troops on guard day and night. The citizens within go about their
business. The citizens may go and sleep in their beds at night. The
troops are on the watch, they are keeping the city. Well this is the word
that Peter uses here. He says, In the midst of the conflict, you are
kept, you are guarded by the power of God. You have got a strong
defence when the devil mounts his assault, when he tries now by a
frontal attack, now by some devious route, to storm the city. Here is
your defence, you are 'strong in the Lord of Hosts and in His mighty
power'. But you do not just stand on the defensive. This is the trouble
very often with us as Christians. We tend to have a defensive mentali
ty, we are always fighting against the world and the devil in the sense
of resisting something that is coming against us, No, says the Word,
you have to think also in terms of attack.

We are not only to resist our enemies but to counter attack

It is because, and only because, we are kept by the power of God
that we may go over to the attack.

We attack first the traitor within the gates. 'If ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live' (Rom. 8. 13). Paul
speaks about disciplining his body, bringing it under control, making it
a captive. Instead of the body dictating the policy, we are to dictate the
policy, we who are new men in Christ. It is only by the power of God
that we can do this. If we merely attempt discipline in our own power,
how short lived that sort of discipline is. We know that probably from
bitter past experience. How many resolutions we make about getting
up early in the morning in order that we might have a time of prayer
with God, but a resolution will never keep you doing that. It is only
the power of God that will enable you to be disciplined. How many
similar resolutions we make when we have been in a service or have
gone to a convention. Things seem to be different then; but we find
that the resolve evaporates like so many others because it has been a
discipline that we have envisaged in our own strength. If we are really
going to deal with this traitor within, if we are really going to crush the
flesh and mortify the flesh, it will only be by the power of God, for we
are kept only by His power.

But in our attacking we do not just deal with the traitor within, we
confront the devil without. We find that although he seems to have a
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tremendous amount of power, much of it is sheer bluster, much of it is
ultimately by Scriptural standards just bluff. He is after all a defeated
foe. The Lord Jesus Christ defeated him at Calvary and by His Resur
rection. When the devil comes and claims to exercise control over us,
what are we to do? We are to go out, says the Word, and 'resist the
devil and he will flee from you' (lames 4. 7). Resist him, how? Again
through some resolution that we make? No, we are 'kept by the power
of God'; it is by that power that we resist the evil one. Indeed we are
not even content merely to deal with the traitor within and with Satan
as he attacks. We look out into the world around and we realise that
those who are now held by Satan are those to whom we are sent with
the Gospel. We carry the war as it were into the enemy country. We
sally forth, kept by the power of God, in order that we might take cap
tives from the evil one. Just as by the grace of God we were brought
into captivity to Christ, so now through the witness of our lives and
our lips, we seek to make captives of men who are now in bondage to
sin and to Satan, whom we would seek to bring to the Saviour.

It is all you see, in terms of conflict, but by the grace of God it is in
terms of victorious conflict, for we are kept, we are strengthened by
the power of God.

The' Power of the Spirit makes us able to do so.
It is easy to use the word 'power' but what precisely do we mean by

it? Power-it can be a rather impersonal, almost a vague, idea, but in
the Bible it becomes personal. The power of God simply means the
Spirit of God. The power of God in our lives is the Holy Spirit dwell
ing within. When we face Satan and all his hosts, when we seek for
God's power, we are asking that God will fill us with His Holy Spirit.
It is the Spirit who enables us to stand firm.

Faith looks to God for this power
Clearly there is one final word that is needed and Peter has it here.

'Kept by the power of God unto a salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time', but it is 'kept by the power of God, through faith'. Here is
the other essential element. God has promised to keep His people, to
sustain I.lS right through to the last day; but by faith I lay hold of these
promises; by faith I experience this power. What is this faith? Surely
faith is the cry of the believer to God for His power. The beleaguered
city sends out its signals. It sends out word that it needs help. And the
Christian, buffeted by the world and attacked by the evil one, cries as
the woman cried long ago, 'Lord help me' (Matt. 15, 25). Or like
Jehoshaphat facing overwhelming odds he says, 'Lord we know not
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what to do but our eyes are upon thee' (cf. 2 Chron. 20. 12). Faith is
this looking away in the midst of the conflict to the mighty power of
God.

But faith is not a despairing cry. It is a confident one. Faith believes
that God hears and answers prayer. I believe that when I call for that
assistance which I so sorely need, God will speedily come to my relief.
So. faith is a firm reliance upon God's promises. Has Christ said 'Lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end of the world'? (Matt. 24. 20).
Faith says, I believe that, in the face of every doubt that may beset me.
Does God say 'My grace is sufficient for thee'? (2 Cor. 12. 9). Will I
then presume to say that this situation is getting beyond my control,
that this is something with which I simply cannot cope? 'My grace is
sufficient'. Faith lays hold upon that promise and makes it a means of
experiencing the power of God. Faith indeed is itself ultimately the
victory. John says, 'This is the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith' (l John 5. 4). It was by faith that we first came to
Christ. It was by faith that we trusted in Him. Right the way through
we walk by faith. It is by faith we withstand the evil one. By faith we
stand firm, and by faith we attack. Faith, if I may put it this way to
follow out the metaphor, raises up a standard upon which is
emblazoned the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ the Conqueror; and
raising that standard, faith advances against the enemy. That Name,
yes, it is the name of the Conqueror:

'Jesus the name high over all
In hell or earth or sky;
Angels and men before it fall,
And devils fear and fly. '

Faith is made perfect in weakness
We are 'kept by the power of God through faith unto' a 'salvation

ready to be revealed'. Yet, it is still ahead; the glory is not yet ours. We
are still going forward, we have not yet reached the heavenly Canaan.
As we go forward, and as we engage in the battle, there may come
times when we ask, Can I continue? At times the pressure may seem to
be so great that we feel as if we must give up, and at times like that the
devil will ply our minds with all his doubts. Is there any hope of conti
nuing to the end? If we are going in our own strength there is no hope
at all, we must inevitably fail. But we are strong in the Lord of Hosts;
we are kept by the power of God. What does this mean in terms of our
everyday living? It means surely this-I look at myself and I see my
own utter weakness, my complete failure, my total inability to meet
temptation; but I look above and I see One at the right hand of the
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Father to whom all power belongs. He is not remote; the power of
God is not something there at a distance in heaven. The power of God
through the Spirit is here and now a reality to the Christian and so I
pray-yes, not in some perfunctory manner but with the desperate cry
of one who is facing the foe-O God for Christ's sake, in accordance

"With Thy Word, in accordance with Thy promise, give me the Holy
Spirit. It was the Lord who spoke thus to His disciples: 'If you then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him?' (Luke 11. 13). Here is the power of God. Here is the power
which is available to the believer. Here is the only power that can
enable us to stand on the field of battle and be victorious. So we cry,
not despairingly, but with a deep confidence begotten of the promises
of God, Lord for the sake of Thy beloved Son, fill me with Thy Holy
Spirit.

Old Testament Studies
NOAH

MAURICE HANDFORD

Throughout a long and eventful life Noah served God with great
fidelity and bequeathed to posterity an outstanding example of faith.
He was

A MAN APART
Few have been called to serve God in circumstances so trying as those
which Noah experienced. He lived in a time of universal
apostasy-"the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and ..every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually"
(Genesis 6:5). It was, furthermore, a period of lawlessness when
violence prevailed; sheer brute force was the order of the day. Society
was quite rotten, and tyranny was rampant. Men's passions knew no
restraints-here, without doubt, was the permissive society of the an
cient world. All this stemmed, as it does today, from a complete insen
sibility to the things of God. "The earth was corrupt before God"
(Genesis 6:11)-the people of those days imagined that God did not
lee or care, and that they could sin with impunity; they conveniently
forgot the certainty of divine judgement.

Noah was thus surrounded by every kind of wickedness, yet he was
IIOt contaminated with it. What he saw made him take up an attitude



of resistance and abstinence. He was in the world, but not of it. He
refused to compromise or sink to the level of those around him. Like
the saints in Caesar's household (Philippians 4:22) he resisted the force
of the oncoming tides.

Noah's character is fully portrayed in the Scriptures. It is said of
him that he was "a just man and perfect in his generations" and that
he "walked with God" (Genesis 6:9).\fhe latter phrase is used only of
Noah and Enoch-what lives of communion and devotion theirs must
have been to be given such honourable mention. Noah lived a godly
life in ungodly times; he did so because he lived a life of close commu
nion with God.

The secret of Noah's resistance to the pressure of his time is to be
found in the words "Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord"
(Genesis 6:8)-this is the first mention of 'grace' in the Bible. He was,
moreover, upright among his contemporaries, his character was not
shaped by those around him. He was prepared to be different,
whatever the cost.
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A MAN WITH A MESSAGE

Although four full chapters in Genesis record the life and work of
Noah, we find an important addition to our knowledge in the New
Testament. Peter, in his second epistle, desribes Noah as "a preacher
of righteousness".

Noah must have found his work as a preacher very discouraging;
none responded to his message apart from his own family, and only
eight persons were saved from the deluge. Here is an encouragement
for the present-day preacher to be faithful and to leave the results to
God. The apostle Paul has left it on record that "it is required in
stewards that a man be found faithful"-he says nothing about 'suc
cess'.

Why was it that Noah's preaching produced so little result? Dr.
Alexander Whyte discusses this problem and concludes that it was
because he preached 'righteousness', which proved an unacceptable
message to his hearers. "All other kinds of preaching" he says,
"polemical, apologetical, historical and biographical, some will
welcome, but resent the preaching of righteousness, repentance, con
version and reformation." The offence of the cross is still with us 10
day. We need a recovery in the pulpits of our land of those basic
themes so essential to the Gospel. Paul, when giving his final charge to
the elders of the church at Ephesus, told them that the heart of his
message was "repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21).



38 The Gospel Magazine

A MAN WITH A TASK

Noah was entrusted not only with a great message but also with a great
commission-he was told to build the ark. God's sentence had gone
forth, "I will destroy them with the earth" (Genesis 6:13) but im
mediately a way of escape was announced-"make thee an ark of
gopher wood". Is not this repeatedly God's way? When the flood is
threatened the ark is promised; when the plague of serpents troubles
Israel there is the brazen serpent; Paul has no sooner declared that the
wages of sin is death than he proceeds to announce that the gift of
God is eternal life.

"Noah ...moved with fear, prepared an ark" (Hebrews 11:7). Noah
took God at His word; he believed what God had said and began the
task of building the ark. His faith had a twofold effect-it separated
him from the godlessness which surrounded him and then led him to
protracted toil. Building the ark would involve immense labour and
patient endurance. Doubtless he was ridiculed by the godless people of
his day; as one writer suggests, witticisms fell like hail around him.

Twice we are told that "Noah did according to all that God com
manded him" (Genesis 6:22; 7:5)-he gave implicit obedience to the
revealed will of God. He did not, as many do today, select that which
appealed to him from the commandments of God and reject the rest.
He believed that what God commanded was not only right in itself,
but was also in his own best interests. Our belief should affect our
behaviour; faith will show itself in works.

Like the Tabernacle, the ark was to be made according to a God
given pattern; it was not to be 'improved' upon in any way. There is
always the tendency for man to think himself wiser than God and to
presume to improve upon God's ways. It is not for nothing that the
Scripture gives a solemn warning against adding to or subtracting
from the Word of God.

Noah had preached with his lips the necessity of repentance. The
ark which he was engaged in erecting declared the same
message-"flee from the wrath to come". Men heeded neither the
spoken nor the unspoken word but, whether they would hear or
forbear, Noah continued both his testimony and his work.

Noah's faith was vindicated, he was not the fool that some men
took him for. God honoured the faith, integrity and courage of His
servant. In Noah we have an outstanding example of the practical ef
fects of faith. May such a faith be ours.
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New Year's Wishes
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL

1. What shall I wish thee?
Treasures of earth?

Songs in the Springtime?
Pleasures and mirth?

Flowers on the pathway?
Skies ever clear?

Would these insure thee
A Happy New Year?

2. What shall I wish thee?
What can be found

Bringing thee sunshine
All the year round?

Where is the treasure,
Lasting and dear,

That shall insure thee
A Happy New Year?

3. Faith that increaseth,
Walking in light;

Hope that aboundeth
Happy and bright;

Love that is perfect,
Casting out fear

These shall insure thee
A Happy New Year!

4. Peace in the Saviour,
Rest at His feet,

Smiles in His countenance
Radiant and sweet,

Joy in His presence,
Christ ever near!

This will insure thee
A Happy New Year!
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A Study in David's Prayer
Life
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Notes of a sermon preached at Melbourne Hall, Leicester.
J. F. PETER HULLAND

The Psalmist was a man of faith, he is listed among the fifteen ex
amples of faith in Hebrews chapter eleven. His faith was in the living
God; to him God was a living reality. He could say, the Lord is my
Rock, my Fortress, my Saviour. ...etc. As we read David's psalms, we
are convinced that he was a man of prayer who believed in a prayer
answering God.
He knew how to Pray; Do we?
Text-Psalm 38:9-Lord, all my desire is before Thee.

The desires of David's heart were constantly being poured out
before the great God of Israel.
A Few of David's Desires
1. David had a desire to pray. Psalm 42:1, 2a.

David's illustration was the hart; this animal would roam miles
across the wilderness and through the forests to find water to quench
its thirst. David is comparing himself with the hart as he seeks for
communion with the living God. He has a desire to pray, yea a longing
desire.
Have we a desire to Pray?

Do we wait with eagerness for the Prayer Meeting? The lack of
prayer in Christendom is paralysing the work of God.

No prayer no blessing
Little prayer little blessing
Much prayer much blessing

2. David had a desire for regular prayer. Psalm 55:16,17.
a) verse 100. "as for me"-this was David's cry of faith

among the ungodly.
b) verse 17a. David prayed frequently-"evening, morn

ing, and at noon".
c) verse 17b. David prayed fervently-"cried

aloud"-see James 5:16.
d) verses 16b. 17c, 19a. David prayed confidently-"and He shall

hear my voice" "God shall hear".
He sought the face of God in the battles of life and enquired of the

l.ord .... trials and afflictions.
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He was regular in Prayer; Are we?

Have we ceased to pray or call upon God?
1 Samuel 12:23-"God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in
ceasing to pray." Many professing Christians have ceased to
pray-shame on them! The great need of the hour is to see the
hand of God at work, and it is regular, sincere, and fervant prayer that
will move the hand of Omnipotence.

I often say my prayers
But do I really pray?

The state of the church, nation, and world should drive us all to our
knees. Psalm 85:6 "Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people
may rejoice in Thee?"

3. David desired to know the heart of God.
Psalm 25:4-"Show me Thy ways, 0 Lord."
Like many Old Testament saints, David longed to know the heart of

God, His ways and His wisdom.
God gave a revelation of-

a) His greatness: Psalm 145:3 "Great is the Lord and greatly to
be praised, for His greatness is unsearchable."

b) His Holiness: Psalm 99:9 "Exalt the Lord our God, and
worship at His holy hill, for the Lord our
God is Holy."

c) Redemptive Plan: Psalm 22 The Cross of Christ
Psalm 16: 10 The Resurrection of Christ
Psalm 68:18 The Ascension of Christ
Psalm 110:4 The Priesthood of Christ

The heart of the God of Israel was revealed to David and he knew
the God whom he loved and served was to be feared in the assembly of
the saints: Psalm 89:7. Do we know the heart of God? If so, we shall
reverence His Name; we shall know His terribleness and holiness.
4. David desired to know the state of his own heart. Psalm 139:23,24.

In these verses David is inviting God to search his heart. What sort
of a God was this who was approached by David?

It was none other than-
a) The Omnipotent Lord-verse 1 "0 Lord"-the One Who has

all power to create and to destroy.
b) The Omniscient Lord-verse 4-He knows all, even our secret

sins.
c) The Omnipresent Holy One-verses 7 to 10. We cannot escape

Him in this life or the next. .
This was David's second invitation for God to search his heart for

in verse 1 we read "Thou hast searched me". David is praying in



verses 23 and 24 search me again, even the secret chambers of the
heart. He was asking the eyes of a Holy Just God, one Who hates sin
with a burning hatred to search his heart. The purpose of the sear
ching "to see if there be any wicked way in me". His desire was to
know the spiritual state of his own heart.
This was a much more courageous thing to do than killing a bear, a
lion or a giant.

The trend today is to cover up sin; do this, and it will fester like a
sore wound. Wicked Ways-Hinder blessing

Quench the Spirit
Delight the devil

It is a contradiction to sing "revive Thy Work, 0 Lord" unless sin has
been searched out by God.

How does He search the heart?
a) with His eyes: 1 Samuel 16:7. Compare Revelation 1: 14b.
b) by His Word: Hebrews 4:12
c) by His Spirit: John 16:18.
When God's eyes are looking-God's Word is piercing-God's Spirit
is convicting.

The heart is smitten with guilt and cries out to God for cleansing
David by the example of his prayer life leads us to the fountain open
for all sin and uncleanness.

Psalm 51 shows how sin had its way in David's heart, also 2 Samuel
11 and 12.

v.l he prays for mercy
v.2 he prays for cleansing (compare 1 John 1:7)

Sin Had
v.lOa Defiled His Heart-"create within me a clean heart"
v. lOb Poisoned His Spirit-"renew a right spirit within
me"
v.12 Taken away His Joy (not his salvation, but his joy)
"restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation"
v.15 Sealed His lips-"open Thou my lips" (sin makes
secret disciples)

If your thoughts are David's, the hymn "Search me, 0 God, myac·
tions try" could be your prayer.
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Such A Candle, The Story of 8ugh Latimer by Douglas C. Wood.
Evangelical Press. 175pp. Price £2.90.

This popular biography of the Reformer Hugh Latimer reads as
smoothly and attractively as a historical novel. It is the outline of
Latimer's life against the background of the early Reformation strug
gle, and the reign of Henry VIII. Of interest also are the sketches of the
various wives of Henry, some of whom played no small part in in
fluencing events. I am glad to see that Sir Thomas More is well
estimated, in contrast to the fulsome adulation usually accorded him.
It is a pity that Mr Wood did not give us just a little more detail of the
progress of the Reformation under Edward VI. He also appears a little
hard or unsympathetic towards Cranmer, whose vacillations are open
ly attributed to cowardice. We wonder! Some greater tribute to the
Prayer Book of 1552 and the 39 Articles might have been offered.

But the general outline of Latimer is excellent and a wide circulation
amongst both young and old would do much to remedy our genera
tion's ignorance of Reformation issues, and be some defence against
the present blandishments of Rome and the Pope.

Christian people should consider the buying and giving of such
books as this as part of their educational and evangelistic effort.

W.J.P.

The Whole
When our blessed Saviour took on Himself the burden of our sin He
took the whole; and when He paid the price, He paid the whole. He
did not leave His work half done.

-Canon Edward Hoare.

Real Prayer
Let us ask ourselves whether we know anything of real prayer? Do we
pray at all? Do we pray in the name of Jesus, and as needy sinners? Do
we know what it is to 'ask', and 'seek' and 'knock' and wrestle in
prayer, like men who feel it is a matter of life and death, and that they
must have an answer? Or are we content with saying over some old
form of words, while our thoughts are wandering and our hearts are
far away? Truly we have learned a great lesson when we have learned
that 'saying prayers' is not praying.

-J. C. Ryle.


