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Editorial
Once again we are brought to the beginning of another new year. At

such a time we may take a look in three directions and acknowledse:

Past Help
As we survey the years that are past we can say ..Hitherto hath the

Lord helped us" (l SamuelT:12). With Samuel, we raise our ,Ebenezer'
and gratefully acknowledge that as our days so has our strength been.
The remembrance of past mercies will enable us to step trustiully into
the uncharted days ahead. The year just past has doubtless had its irials.
but His grace has been sufficient.

Present Help

. 
"9od is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble"

(Psalm 46:l). He grants timely aid, and the help He giv-es is indeed a
present reality. If we have troubles and problems to grapple with, God
will be our strength and stay. we are urged to cast all our burdens on
the Lord with the assurance that He will sustain us.

Future Help
"He hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" (Flebrews

l3:5). Here is one of the most emphatic promises in the Bible. Here is a
gracious pledge and assurance.

All human help has its limits, but God's resources do not run out in
the time of stress and strain. He will not fail His people; He is more
than adequate for all that life may bring.

"Hitherto the Lord hoth helped us,
Guiding all the way;

Henceforth let us trust Him fully,
Trust Him all the way."

With all good wishes for 1982 to all our readers.
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"Fear not:
For I am with thee"

Isaiah 43: 5.

rhis articre originarry ffiffitt:";:X;: Magazinenearrv rirtv
years ago-writlen by the editor at that time. We feel it is a timely
message for our own daY.

It is clear from Scripture, and from our own experience, that fear and
dread frequently take possession of the hearts of God's people' The
Lord knows our hearts. He knows that we are sometimes afraid.
Abraham. the father of the faithful, sometimes had his fears. Hence the
Lord appeared to him and said, "Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and
thy exceeding great reward" (Gen. 15:l).

David had tris fears. Hence he said, "Fearfulness and trembling are
come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me" (Ps. 55:5)' Paul'
too, the great apostle to the Gentiles, had his fears. He says' "we were
troubledln every side; without were fightings, within were fears" (2

Cor. 7:5).
No doubt fear is due to a lack of trust in God. It is due to a measure

of unbelief. But what christian is free from fear always? No doubt
some are naturally more fearful and timid than others. Some may gain

for themselves the name of "Mr. Much-afraid", because fearfulness
and dread are marked features in their character, but it may safely be

said that no child of God is always free from fear.
Now the Lord does not condone a want of faith in His love, in His

power, and in His sympathy, yet He knows our frame, and He has fore-

i...r ou. natural tendency to be fearful, and has met it by the many
,,Fear nots" of His word. There are many "Fear nots" in the prophecy

of Isaiah, and to these we desire to draw our readers' attention.

1. First. we &re bidden to fear not, because God is the soviour of Ilis
people.- ,1suy to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold,
your dod will come with vengeance' even God with a recompence; He

will come and save you" (Isaiah 35:4).
The words are a proplrecy of the coming of the long-promised

saviour. As a result of His coming the eyes of the blind were to be

opened, and the ears of the deaf were to be unstopped' The.lame man

il;iA 1.6 "s a hart, and the tongue of the dumb would sing' These
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results of the Lord's coming were both literally and figuratively fulfil-
led. The chapter no doubt points forward to the second as well as the
first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and has a first reference to Israel.
But it certainly speaks to all the Israel of God. It speaks to the fearful
ones of God's spiritual Israel, and it bids them to be strong and fear
not; for their Divine Saviour would visit vengeance on their enemies,
and display His saving power in reference to His people. It foretells the
eternal salvation of His elect, and carries with it the thought of His sav-
ing power being put forth in reference to all the needs of His people. A
sense of sin would produce in them fear of merited judgement, but
Christ would save them through His blood and righteousness from
merited condemnation. Spiritual foes and temporal troubles would
make them fearful, but they are assured that their Divine Saviour would
come and save them. "Be strong, fear not.... He will come and save
you." What comfort is here for the timid and fearful people of God!
What encouragement is here for them to be of good courage! Their
-Divine Saviour will exercise His saving power on their behalf. He will
say to their souls, "I am thy salvation".

2. Secondly, we are bidden to fear not, for the Lord is our Protector.
"Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the

two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with
Syria, and of the son of Remaliah." It is true that they "have taken evil
counsel against thee, saying, Let us go up against Judah, and vex it",
but, "Thus saith the Lord God, It shall not stand, neither shall it come
to pass" (Isaiah 12: l-7). Rezin, the King of Syria, and Pekah, the King
of Israel, had entered into a confederacy against Ahaz, King of Judah,
but the Lord assured Ahaz that their confederacy should not stand,
neither should their evil designs come to pass. Thus the Lord was the
Protector of His people. He is the same to-day. We may be fearful and
fainthearted lest the designs of Satan, or of evil men, may be ac-
complished against us, but we are assured that the Lord is on our side.
Our help cometh from Him Who hath made heaven and earth. "The

Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge." The promise
still holds good that, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall pro-
sper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgement thou
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their righteousnesii is of Me, saith the Lord" (Isa. 54:17).

3. Thirdly, we tre bidden to fear not, because the Lord is our Compa-
nion and our Support.

"Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
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with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. 4l:10). Jehovah is the
constant Companion of His people. He says to them, "I am with thee".
He assures them of His presence wherever they are, at home or abroad,
by day or by night, He is with them, and He will never leave them nor
forsake them. Bereft as they may be of earthly friends, they cannot be
deprived of His presence. Do we not need to realize this more? Are we
not prone to forget that He is always with us? We remember a godly old
woman in Lancashire, who valued the truths for which this Magazine
stands, telling us of speaking to the Lord while she was about her duties
in the kichen, and the manner in which she told us suggested that she
felt the Lord was there beside her, ready to listen to her petitions. She
realized the near and real presence of the Lord. "Fear thou not," the
Lord says, "for I am with thee." I am with thee in thy loneliness. I am
with thee in the wakeful hours of the night. I am with thee when dif-
ficulties arise, when temptations are strong, when trials are testing thy
faith. "Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world."

The Lord is also the support of His people. He is with them to
strengthen them, to help them, to uphold them. Sometimes a child of
God is obliged to say, "I am as a man that hath no strength", but what
a mercy it is that the Lord is "our refuge and strength". He "fainteth

not, neither is weary". "To them that have no might He increaseth
strength." Trust then in Him, ye weak ones, and hear Him say to you,
"I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear
not; I will help thee" (Isa. 4l: l3).

4. Fourthly, we are bidden to fear not, because the Lord is our
Redeemer and Sanctifier.

"Thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed
thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by
thy name; thou art Mine" (Isa.43:l). The Lord had redeemed Israel
tiom the bondage of Egypt, He had delivered them from the death of
their firstborn through the blood of the Passover lamb. He had also
chosen them to be His own peculiar people, and separated them from
all the people that were upon the face of the earth. They were thus His
own people. To them He said, "Thou art Mine". He was their God and
they were His people. The Lord's redeeming and sanctifying mercies
were grounds of comfort and encouragement. How could He be indif-
ferent to those whom He had loved, chosen, and redeemed, and whom
He had separated to be His own people, His peculiar possession? In like
manner the Lord has redeemed the spiritual Israel. He has redeemed
them from the curse of the Law. He has redeemed them with the
precious blood of Christ. He has sanctified and regenerated them by
His Spirit. He has called them out of darkness into His marvellous light.

t
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why then should they fear? wil He forsake the objects of Hiseverlasting love? will He abandon those whom He has purchased withthe blood of His Son? will He ignore those whom rre ni",un.iirieo uvHis Spirit and called by His graCe? Surely not. ,,The Lord will not casto_ff His people, neither will He forsake His inheritan""'; tpru. g+, tcl."Fear not" then, He says, "for I have redeemed thee, t trave caied trreeby thy name; thou art mine."
May we comfort one another with these words, and beware of doub-ting the faithfulness and love of our covenant God.

5. Fifthly, we are bidden to fear not, because of the spiritual blessingswhich the Lord will pour upon His people.' "Thus saith the Lord... Fear not, o iacob, My servant...For I willpo,ur water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: Iwill rrour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine ofl.spr_ing" (Isa. 44:2,3). This gracious promise of spirituir ui.rsirrg, *iiiiraueits accomplishment in connection with Israel, but it, lit. 
-t-t"e 

prop't..v
of J-oel, was probabry partially furfiiled on the day of pente.irii"r,.n
the Lord poured out His Spiiit on the infant church. tvtoieover, tnepromise reminds us of the promised outpouring of the spirit u;;n-b."-
tiles as well as Jews. Every sinner who is saved owes his ialvation to ttreoutpouring of the Spirit. The apostle says, ,,Not by works ofrighteousness which we have done, but according to His ....v i.iuu-"9 y:, _by the washing of regeneration, and ,en.*-lng of tne goiy Ctrost;which He shed (lit., poured) on us abundantry throign r"ru, cirriJou.
Saviour" (Titus 3: 5, 6). Moreover, the Lord is pf.i'g.a .onti*Aiy torevive and refresh His people with fresh "*p"ii"n.is of the s-piiit',power. "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filieth the t u"gry ,oui *itt,goodness" (Psa. 107: 9).

Those therefore who thirst after fresh streams of grace and blessingwill be satisfied. On this ground, then, the Lord sayi, ,,p.u. n|ii.
You may get dull, cold. and comparatively dead.'Fresh qui.t"ni"g,

and revivings may be needed. Be noi afraid, ho*eue., for thi Lord willpour water upon him jryl p thirsty and floods upon the dry ground.
Fresh supplies of His Spirit's p.esence and power will be bestowed onthose who hunger and thirst fbr them. He who hath been -irJiJ "rHis people will still bless them.

6. Lastly, we are bidden to fear not, because Jehovah is the Husbandof His people.

,"Fear not, for thou shart not be ashamed: neither be thou confound-
ed; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget ttre strameof thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of th! widowhood

-
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any more. For thy Maker is thine Husband; the Lord of hosts is His

*in.; una thy Reheemer the Holy One of Israel" (Isa' 54: 4' 5)' Israel

il;d fur unfalttrful to her God. She had been affected with shame, a

consciousness of her guilt, and God had chastised her and for a small

moment had forsaken her'(verse 7). But He was still her Husband, and

itr"rgtt she had been unfaithful io Him, He had never ceased to be

faithful to His covenani promises to her. Hence as her Husband He will

;;i;;;h.t her with ireat merciet, Td..displav 
towards her His

.iouii.rg kindness. ,,ihe mountains shall depart, and.the hills be

i.*on.a;iut My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the

covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on

thee" (verses 6-10). r . .-r - rr--- 
St " L not to be afraid, then, because He abides her faithful Hus-

UuJ, unJthe day is coming when ,,As the bridegroom rejoiceth over

itt. ui'ia., so shali thy God rejoice over th-ee" (Isa' 62: 5)'- -S; 
i" iegard to thi spirituai Israel' God's people-have,reason T 

b"

"r["-.Ji6, tn.i. railuies and sins, but though the Lord has chastised

il;:H"has not abandoned them. They are still the objects of His

love. He will never finally forsake them, or put them 1ya1' 
"He

abideth faithful.'' ..pea. not', then, ..for thy Maker is thine Husband.''

itt..i"*tt union exists between thee and thy God' Hence."great mer'

c ies , ,a reye t ins to re fo r thee.TheLord 'sk indnesssha l lno tdepar t
iil- iri"". With everlasting kindness will He have mercy on thee',- 

i.t u, then take heart Tor our comfort and encouragement these
piuine'lnear nots"' Fear not, for Jehovah is thy Saviour' thy^Protec-

toi, tttv Companion, thy Support, thy Redeemer' thy Sanctifier' thy

Husband. Be it yours to'say,":Behota, tnis God is my salvation: I will

trust and not be afraid".

Editor's Note
Theintroductorydetailsatthebeginningofarticleshavebeeninclud-

ed by request.
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Christian Warfare
R. E. H. UPRICHARD

Dr. Uprichtrd is the minister of Trinity presbyterian Church,
Ahoghill, Co. Antrim, and is a frequent contributor to ,,The Chris-
tian lrishman".

As Paul concludes his letter to the Ephesians, in Chapter 6 verses
l0-18, he depicts the Christian life as a fight, encouraging believers to
play a vital part in this spiritual warfare. The various aspects of this
warfare, to which they are to give their attention, appear to be the
following.

He calls them to courage in the fight
This seems to be the substance of v.10. Strangely but significantly

his exhortation is passive in thrust: be strong, be empowered, perhaps,
literally, be dynamitized. This is not to suggest that they should not be
active in their courage, but simply that they should recognize that their
courage derives not from themselves but from their Lord. The divine
and stupendous origin of their courage is stressed not only in the ex-
pression "in the Lord", but in the variety of Greek words used to
describe this source of energy in the verse viz., dunamis, the
miraculous force of God; krotos, the power of God as an attribute of
His character; ischuos, the might or strength of God.

As Christians, then, we are called to warfare. Our repentance and
faith is not the end but rather the beginning of a way of life which is
essentially a struggle, an active fight with sin and Satan. In this,
however, we strengthen ourselves not in our own resources but in the
vast might of God. Our hands are strengthened, our hearts are in-
spired, our courage is roused as we rest ourselves upon and draw from
the limitless energy of God. It must be a passive activity. As God com-
manded Joshua, we too must be bold and daring in the knowledge
that God is with us wherever we go. Let us daily draw on such a source
of courage that we may be equipped for the fight.

. He urges them to an awareness of the nature of the fight
This Paul teaches in verses 1l-13. They must put on the entire ar-

mour of God (w. ll,l3), literally the panoply of God, deriving from
two words meaning exactly this viz., pan:whole, hoplon:armour.
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This complete armour is necessary in the light of the enemy they en-
counter:

The enemy is crafty (v.l l). "Wiles", literally "methods",

characterize his warfare. Guile, insinuation, mark his approach. In-
deed, the word here used for devil means, literally, slanderer, a fitting
description for the father of lies. So, Satan is a subtle foe. He schemes
and plans not openly, but by deftness and subterfuge. We face him in
the jealous insinuations of pettiness, and the malicious thoughts by
which he distracts, deludes and seeks to poison our minds.

The enemy is powerful (v. 12). Satan's minions are not of human
stock but of a higher order. The "principalities" and "powers" of
which Paul speaks, appear to be beings and forces, perhaps angelic,
who originated in Christ's creation (Col. l:16), but now stand in
rebellion against Him. These are coupled with "world-rulers of this
darkness", who, on the back-ground of similar references in the book
of Daniel, seem to be angelic forces controlling the evil desires of na-
tions and rulers and directing the world under the permissive will of
God. Here, sin and Satan are not depicted as the slight aberrations of a
badly adjusted social environment or the petty failings of individuals
but as mighty forces governing a world system and tending to order
things contrary to God, to good and to right. We minimize sin and
Satan at our peril.

The enemy is spiritual (v.12). The foe which we face is not simply in-
imical to body but also to mind and spirit. Indeed, the region of his
operations is described as "high places", literally "heavenly places".
This is a favourite phrase of Paul in his letter to the Ephesians. He uses
it to describe the sphere in which believers know full blessings in Christ
(l:3), the standing to which the dead sinner is elevated by the quicken-
ing effects of salvation (2:6), the region in which the church manifests
God's wisdom to the principalities and powers (3:10). It is there that
Satan engages us, in the very region of the soul. He seeks to poison our
sanctification, to damage our walk with God, to invade the process of
holiness, to penetrate the realm of morality and conscience, to pervert
the very call of God-"spiritual wickedness in high places".

The enemy is real (v.13). With real and devastating effect does he
enter our existence, producing "the evil day", that is periods and
seasons when evil is predominant in our life, our thought, our
behaviour.

Here is the enemy. Is it any wonder that Paul enjoins the whole ar-
mour of God to meet this foe? tt is only thus that we stand, withstand,
and having done all, still maintain our position. We must never
underestimate the enemY. Only in this way shall we have a true
awareness of the nature of the fight.
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He directs the preparation of their armour for the fight
This is the substance of verses 14-18. The background of Paul's

thought may well be Isaiah's picture of the Divine Warrior who brings
salvation (59:17f), for the language here is reminiscent of this. In addi-
tion, however, some have suggested that this allusion to himself as an
"ambassador in bonds (literally: in a chain)" (v.20) might well indicate
that his imprisonment consisted in being constantly chained to a Roman
soldier, who was replaced by another after his period of duty. The
various pieces of armour would then be vivid in his mind as he wrote.
Whatever the background, the message is clear: The Christian is to put
on the entire armour of God. This includes:

l. THE BELT (v.14"). This is perhaps better taken actively : "having
girded your loins about with truth", for we are required so to do. The
belt was the mark of the soldier on active service. As well, in the east
with their long flowing garments, the girding of the lions-the gather-
ing up of the long clothes under a belt-was a necessary preparation to
activity such as marching or fighting. This provided ease, comfort,
mobility. The obligatory prerequisite of the Christian in warfare is
truth, both in terms of honesty and integrity of character, and sincerity
and genuineness of behaviour. Living a lie or parading a sham is no
foundation. We must have truth in the inward parts.

2. THE BREASTPLATE (v.14). The breastplate covered the vital
parts of the body. The "righteousness" here seems not so much the
righteousness of Christ imputed to the believer as the righteousness of
the believer's character and practice springing from Christ's imputed
righteousness. The Christian's outliving of the implications of this im-
puted righteousness in his daily practices and behaviour, his doing that
which is right in God's sight, his living in obedience to the Word of
God, his experiencing righteousness in his behaviour, his avoidance of
that which is wrong or displeasing to God, is his vital protection, his
breastplate.

3. THE SANDALS AND GREAVES (v.15). These may well be the
heavy hob-nailed sandals of the Roman soldier, together with the legg-
ings. There seem to be two ideas of preparation here: There must be a
preparedness to bring the gospel of peace to men and women as we con-
tinue the warfare. This will mean buying up opportunities, being alert
for situations to bring the good news of reconciliation with God, and so
with one's fellows, to men and women in confusion, anxiety, sorrow,
rebellion and interest. There must also be the preparation of one's own
feet. Gall-traps and sharp sticks were used to impede the progress of

I
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marching armies in ancient days. It is only when we ourselves ex-
perience and constantly reside in an inner peace and reconciliation that
we are enabled to march surefooted, steadily upward and onward to
Zion.

4. THE SHIELD (v.16). This was the large shield covering the entire
body. As such, it provided comprehensive protection against "all" the
fiery darts and was to be taken "above all". It also provided active pro-
tection-unlike the breastplate it could easily be moved to ward off
danger. It provided effective protection: not only did it stop but actually
quenched the fiery darts. In ancient warfare, missiles dipped in tar and
set alight were hurled in combat and these large wooden shields were
coated with leather to extinguish these darts. And what is this protec-
tion? It is faith. The Christian's constant reliance upon God is the com-
prehensive, active and effective means of protection whereby he not on-
ly stops but renders ineffective all Satan's opposition.

5. THE HELMET (v.17"). Here is the helmet of salvation or.
deliverance, worn by the Divine Warrior in bringing salvation (Is.
59:17). We must never forget that we have deliverance in the warfare.
The victory is ours-we shall win! We have known victory in the past
from the penalty of sin. We must draw mightily on these vast resources
of deliverance as we know daily salvation from the power of sin. We an-
ticipate, as we wear this helmet, "the hope of salvation" (l Thess. 5:8),
a future deliverance from the very presence of sin, when the church
militant becomes the church victorious. This deliverance should stir us,
inspire us and keep our head erect in the struggle.

6. THE SWORD (v.179. This is the only purely offensive weapon,
and what a weapon it is. The expression here "the word of God" in-
dicates a saying of God relevant to some particular situation, such as
our Lord's Scripture quotations to Satan in His temptations. So, God's
Word is that by which He slays the wicked, is the weapon in Messiah's
hand by which He effects similar judgement, is the very name given to
the Conqueror in Revelation out of whose mouth goes a sharp sword,
and, according to the epistle to the Hebrews, is more effective than any
two-edged sword both penetrating and discerning man's inner thoughts.
We must study the Scriptures and know them, not only for our own
growth in grace but to arm us effectively to deal with Satan. Only thus
armed, can we face the materialistic philosophy, the permissive
ideology, the indifference and opposition to the gospel and the private
onslaught which Satan brings against our lives and the Church of our
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Lord in these days. The effectiveness of this weapon warrants a much
greater part in our lives and thinking than is often given it.

Though no specific piece of armour represents prayer (v.18), it is
regarded as that which binds all together and holds the various pieces in
place. It must be constant, earnest and all-embracing not only of a
general nature but with specific requests. It must be the Christian
soldier's attitude of life. How much of this is reflected in the place given
to it in my private life or by me in my local fellowship?

Here is the Christian in complete armour! Am I armed to-day rightly
and completely in a full salvation, or do I stand naked and defenceless
before principalities and powers whose aim is my destruction?

Spain-the door is wide open
FRANK ORNA-ORNSTEIN

European Missionary Fellowship

Gatwick! Flight 4428 had reached its destination. Having some idea
of what to expect outside, I slipped my blazer on. Most of my fellow-
passengers, emerging on to the gangway in the lightest of summer garb,
recoiled understandably as they felt the low temperature. It was June,
yet not only was the sky grey, but we seemed immediately to be
enveloped in a sea of damp which penetrated the lungs. In fact it was to
be several days before I ceased to notice the humidity in the at-
mosphere. This was not surprising, because we had come from one of
the dryest capitals in Europe: Madrid. In addition, the continent had
experienced a heat-wave, and for most of my trip the temperature had
been much higher than is usually the case in early June, climbing into
the 40's centigrade or over 100 fahrenheit.

My visit to Spain had been short-too short, alas, for my liking, but
thanks to the enthusiasm and driving skill of my host and fellow-
member of the European Missionary Fellowship, Pastor Francisco
"Paco" Farrugia, I had been privileged to visit not a few places, in-
cluding such fascinating cities as royal Toledo and Moorish Cordoba,
and also salty Barcelona, where Columbus stands on his column poin-
ting out to sea, not to mention pleasant little Ciudad Real where Paco
himself ministered the Word to a small but enthusiastic congregation.
Other places, too, were included in my itineraray, but the important

t t -
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thing was that Christian leaders, both Spanish and foreign, belonging to
various churches and missions, had given of their time to talk to-me
about the current life of evangelical folk in Spain. so I came home with
a sheaf of notes and a head full of impressions, not only of towns and
landscapes, but of people and situations. In this ;article: I shall attempt
to set down a few of these impressions, which will, I hope, be of interest
to anyone who is concerned about the spiritual future of this great
country.

Before doing so, it may be as well to mention that the Spanish situa-
tion is more easily understood if an historical factor is trita in mind.
This factor is the alternation between authoritarian and libertarian
r6gimes. This alternation has been reflected in the religious situation,
freedom giving place to persecution, and vice versa, although the latter
has figured more prominently in the history as a whole. The middle of
the sixteenth century saw a lively evangelical movement appear, but this
was ruthlessly suppressed by the Inquisition. In the nineteenth century
there were numerous evangelistic endeavours, particularly after the
revolution of 1868 when religious liberty was introduced. The restora-
tion of the monarchy, a few years later, brought a degree of repression
which continued into the twentieth century. The dictatorship of primo
de Rivera in the nineteen-twenties was a particularly difficult time. The
Second Republic, however, brought freedom for a space. Then came
the civil war and the era of General Franco. violent persecution forced
the evangelical churches underground. Many trials and sufferings were
endured by the people of God. In the sixties, as Spain opened to the
outside world, the persecution eased, and the low of 1967 brought a
considerable degree of freedom. Now, under King Juan Carlos, there is
full liberty.

In talking about the situation today, a few figures will also be helpful.
Spain has an area of 195,988 square miles-over twice that of the
United Kingdom. Her population in 1977 was 36,400,000. There are in
the country about -100 local Protestant churches. with a total member-
ship of approximately 39,100-this works out at one tenth of one per
cent of the population. As a standard of comparison, Spain,s
neighbour, Portugal, has a population of 9,000,000 with 70,000 protes-
tant church members-a quarter of the population and nearly twice as
many Protestants! At the time of writing, 949 Spanish townships of
over 5,000 inhabitants are without any known evangelical witness. Tru-
ly Spain is a spiritually needy country.

As a matter of fact the Protestants are not scattered in a uniform
manner over the country. They are strongest in the capital, in Barcelona
(to which Franco was obliged to grant some freedom owing to its im-
portance to the nation's economy) and finally in Galicia in the north-
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west, a province which Brethren missionaries evangelised with corr
siderable success in the late nineteenth century. In some regions there
are hardly any Protestants: in Extremadura there are seven known
churches, in Oviedo four, in Navarra three.

Ten basic denominations, fellowships, or groups of protestants can
be distinguished as follows (approximate numbers of members are in-
dicated in brackets): Southern Baptists (6,000), Reformed or Spanish
Evangelical Church (2,000), Reformed Episcopal Church (2,000),
Assemblies of God (2,100), Brethren (7,000), Federation of Spanish In-
dependent Evangelical Churches (5,000), other independent churches
(3,500), Philadelphia, a gipsy movement (8,000), Church of Christ
(2,000), Church of God (1,500). I do not possess information about all
these groups. In general it can be said that in spain "protestant" equals"evangelical", although I believe that the first three bodies mentioned
above have become somewhat mixed theologically.

It may seem surprising that, in a country where protestants are so
few, they should worship in so many denominations. However it will be
realised that diversity of groupings largely reflects that of the mis-
sionaries who have worked in Spain in the past hundred years. Not all
the groups are of foreign origin-the Reformed Episcopal and Gipsy
movements, for instance, may be considered indigenous-but, on the
whole, the list serves to remind us that the influence of foreign mis-
sionaries has been strong. Of course some missions have had the
wisdom to train Spanish leaders to take over the work; some have en-
couraged churches to support themselves financially as soon as possi-
ble; many, however, have not done these things, and as a result the
work has suffered in the end.

What of the Roman Catholic Church? For centuries it has moulded
the minds of Spaniards, though in modern times its influence has
gradually waned. It has recently ceased to be the official church (not for
the first time in Spanish history) but will continue, for the foreseeable
future, to occupy an important position in the life of the nation, being
deeply involved in education, nursing, social work and so on. At pre-
sent the Roman Church still receives aid from the public purse (to the
tune of 40,000 million pesetas this year, l98l). However, the govern-
ment plans that, from 1983 onwards, a new system will be in operation.
Individual citizens will be able to specify which church, if any, is to
benefit from the taxes they pay; if they do not designate a church, the
money will go to social work or an institution.

So, Christians in Spain are finding themselves in a new situation to-
day. A few years ago, Protestants were second-class citizens or worse.
Even when limited freedom was officially instituted, nothing could be
taken for granted, since, on the local level, things depended very much



t4 The Gospel Magazine

on whether the R.C. bishop of the diocese was willing to tolerate the ac-
tivities of Protestants. For the government in Madrid religious liberty is
not a mere theory, and although local authorities sometimes object to
plans for a public evangelistic outreach, they are obliged to change their
tune when instructions are received from Madrid. There is thus com-
plete f'eedom to organise meetings, open-air evangelism, tract-
distribution, etc. Lack of finance and personnel, I was told, are the only
limitations. In order to have certain privileges, such as the right to per-
form marriage services, local churches have to be registered as a group;
apart from this requirement, their activities are unimpeded by the
government.

Church members are faced with having to work out their attitude to
life and witness in this situation, which brings many opportunities as
well as some spiritual dangers. Already some people are referring to the
Franco era as the "heroic age"!

A certain lack of teaching, it is said, is apparent in many circles. In
the past there was simple evangelistic preaching, plus some teaching-
also of a simple kind-to expose the errors of Romanism. Now that
Rome is no longer seen as the great enemy, the teaching (such as it was)
has been largely abandoned. As in many circles in the English-speakipg
evangelical world, there is much subjectivism, with an undue emphasis
on experience and feelings, on "sharing" meetings, and so on.

Some observers feel that Spanish evangelicals are less united at pre-
sent than in the time of persecution. Controversial matters are being
debated, such as affinity to ecumenism, dispensationalism, calvinism
versus arminianism, etc. It seems natural, however, that a Church
which has emerged from persecution should begin to examine questions
which, perforce, were previously passed over in silence or which did not
seem relevant for the time. Such an examination is not necessarily
unhealthy; it only needs to be conducted in the right spirit.

If the new freedom is one external factor affecting Christian life and
witness, another is the economic change experienced by Spain in the last
twenty years. Not so long ago she was an overwhelmingly agricultural
country. Now she is reckoned the ninth industrial power in the world.
She is also a major tourist attraction, drawing millions of visitors each
year to her Mediterranean resorts. It is only to be expected that a society
which has known much poverty, aggravated by the devastation of a ter-
rible civil war, and whose experience of "religion" is represented by the
Church of Rome (in which many have lost interest) should ltave become
materialistic as it has become richer. Indeed, the brand of popular
Romanism which has so long been convenient in Spain is itself
materialistic, being the religion of the fiestas and the thousand local
madonnas, a purely human, earthy religion. This being so, there is
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special value in evangelism by personal contact between those who are
called to be the "salt of the earth" and members of this disillusioned
society. This does not mean, of course, that collective methods should
be abandoned, but only that great responsibility rests on individual
Christians.

But church members themselves are by no means unaffected by the
social changes. A minister told us that half the members of his church
had a country chalet and were there at weekends, and most had motor
cars. It is true that this was in Barcelona, and was not necessarily
typical, yet it was a pointer to present-day tendencies. It is going to be
more difficult in the future for Spanish christians to lead disciplined
lives, as individuals and as church-people. Evidently there is need for
teaching, and not only teaching-a visitation of God's Spirit to apply
the teaching to the hearts of His people.

There are, also, problems connected with leadership. petty rivalries
between pastors are not unknown, neither is the tendency to hold on to
positions of responsibility when able young men could advantageously
take over. But then, an autocratic tendency is often observable in Latin
folk! Individualism is another hall-mark of our Southern European
friends, as is well known, so that they often find it easier to work on
their own than in a team or a group.

In the last twenty years there has been an influx of foreign missions
into Spain. They have brought enthusiasm, consecration, and some
problems. Some of them are respectful of Spanish culture, others
regard it as an evil product of Romanism. Many are not church-based,
though it is admitted that they sometimes surpass the churches in zeal
and organisation.

Many aspects of the life of Spanish evangelicalism have not been
touched on in the foregoing notes. I have dwelt on problems more than
encouragements. But encouragements there are, and my general im-
pression was a positive one. There are many dedicated believers in
Spain, living sometimes in lonely conditions. I think of a girl of eigh-
teen, a member of Pastor Farrugia's congregation in Ciudad Real, liv-
ing in one of the outlying villages-a large village, and she is the only
Christian in it! There must be many like her. There are also pastors who
humbly seek to preach the doctrines of grace, to win souls for Christ,
and to build up Christians in scriptural truth. There are some good
books, such as those translated and published by the Banner of Truth
Trust. In more than one place the work of the gospel is growing. While
in many parts of the world the door has closed, in Spain it has opened
wide. What an opportunity! Will it last? There are political elements of
extreme right and left which would like to be in power... The greatest
need, said one leader, is for Spirit-filled men of any nationality, but
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preferably Spanish, to preach the Gospel (he was, himself, an
American, incidentally).

Walking through the streets of a Spanish provincial town, one is
struck by the grave, dignified, indeed almost sad, yet not unkindly faces
of the people. Is it a kind of oriental reserve, inherited from the Arab
and Jewish ancestry, is it the memory of suffering, or a combination of
these things, that is impressed on these countenances? They are not
unlike the faces in some of the great works of the Spanish painters, such
as El Greco and Velasquez. It is said that the Spanish are a tragic peo-
ple, and that when they shout, or clap, or cheer, as they do at a bull-
fight or a fiesta, they are expressing a superficial emotion. But the
Christians are different. To be made aware of this, one has only to see
the light shining in the eyes of a Spaniard who knows Christ as his
Saviour, and the smile of one who has true peace in his heart. "Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavyJaden, and I will give you
rest..." is the message that Spanish ears need to hear. "Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest. that He will send forth labourers into
His harvest..." 

,

(Figures mentioned in this article are quoted by the kindness of the Principal of
the Bible College at Castelldefels, and the Director of the "Decision" office,
Madrid).

Holiness-
Good for Both Worlds

.. ERIC J. ALLDRITT

A sermon preached in Mount Road Baptist Chapel,
Hinckley, Leicestershire.

"Be ye holy; for I om holy" I Peter I:16 t

The Scriptures throughout tell us that God's purpose for His people
is holiness. The verse before us is a quotation from the Old Testament,
and this demonstrates that the Law and the Gospel agree together in
this matter of holiness. The standard of holiness is God Himself; as
He is, so we are to be. Such a standard we could never attain if we were
still under the old letter of the Law. Thank God that we have now died
to the Law that we might be married to another, so that we may bring
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forth the fruit of holiness unto God (Romans 7:4).The worldling will
tell us that holiness is of no practical value and that, as people living
here and now, we need to be thinking of the problems which confront
us in this life. Such is the view of the non-spiritual man. Paul, writing
to Timothy, denies this flatly, saying "Godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come" (l Timothy 4:8). History abundantly supports this truth, with
numerous accounts of holy and godly men doing untold good in "the

life that now is".
Let us now come to consider what use holiness is to the Christian

and the Christian Church in this twentieth century. There is a number
of reasons why God requires you and me to be holy.

The first thing I would suggest to you is this; we cannot be effective
in Evongelism unless we ore living a holy life. You might think it is
strange to suggest that we cannot be evangelistic and that we cannot
give out tracts unless we are holy; to say that we cannot tell people the
way of life unless we ourselves are holy. But I maintain that if we do
these things without being holy, all that we do will come to nothing
and will make no lasting impression on the people whom we are trying
to reach. Listen to what the Lord Jesus Christ says in the Sermon on
the Mount. "Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light to all that are in the house. So
let your light (that is the light that has been put in you) shine before
men" (what for?) "that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father which is in Heaven."

Do you want to be able to glorify God? That is the whole point of
being converted, isn't it? to glorify God. How can you do this? "Let

your light so shine that they may see" (that they may see what?) "your

good works." Not that they may hear your words, nor read your
tracts, nor listen to your preaching in the market place, nor even listen
to the preacher in the pulpit. For unless they are accompanied by the
goodness of the life which has been changed and moulded according
to the pattern of the Lord Jesus Christ, all your tracts and market
evangelism will mean nothing, and your door-to-door visitation will
come to nothing-it will be hypocrisy. Let them see your good works
and glorify your Father which is in Heaven.

Peter, in the third chapter of this letter, speaks to wives; later he
goes on to speak to husbands, but what he is saying to the wives ap-
plies to all in principle. What he is saying is "How are you going to
win your husbands, how are you going to evangelise?" We have wives
within our congregations praying for their husbands, and husbands
praying for their wives; and some have fathers praying for their
children, and others children praying for their parents. How are we
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going to win these unconverted loved ones? How are we going to
evangelise within our own households? This is what peter siys,"Likewise ye wives" (and so we might apply this also to husblnds,
and children, and parents) "be in subjection to your own hus6ands
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word', (that
is to say without looking at the Bible, without listening to a preacher,
without picking up a tract or a book which you may put in their way)"be won by the conversation" (i.e. by the behaviour, by the life, by
the way in which you live) "of the wives, while they behold your
chaste conversation coupled with fear" (and that means the fear of
God). "Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of appirel;
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corrupti-
ble,  even the ornament of a meek and quier spir i t ,  which is in the sight
of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy
women also" (see how Peter now brings in this holiness) ,,adorned
themselves". Not by the outward adorning, but by the meek and the
quiet spirit, the adorning of the inward man. May that be seen even if
they don't read the word-have you ever thought of that statemeit?
that "without the word" God sometimes accomplishes His work of
power and of grace in the hearts of others. So we see that holiness of
life is essential to our evangelism.

Now let us turn from the more personal aspect to think of holiness
in terms of the Church. What about the hundreds of people who are
outside of God and His salvation? They have not listened to the
Gospel, nor will they, so how can we speak to them? The only thing we
have with which to speak to these people is character. It is the
character of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, the character of"His body"; and if we have a bad character we shall win no-one. If we
have a bad character and take out tracts and stand in the marker-
place, or whatever else we do, the only response we shall get will be"Oh, you need not go to that place of worship. Do you know so-and-so
who goes there? Have you heard the way he talks to his wife? Do you
know that when he is at work he is the worst worker in the place?"
that describes, not holiness, but sin. If one Christian has a bad name,
all will be classed the same, and the work we are trying to do with one
hand will be pulled down by the other. you can apply that principle
even with regard to preaching. The preacher may spend his time dur-
ing the week praying for you and asking the Lord to bless His word
and the services, but if your neighbours hear and see you behaving as
an unbeliever and losing your temper, or if you are treating someone
unkindly, then what the preacher is trying to do all the week,
culminating in his preaching on Sunday, you will be pulling down in a
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moment. All that the preacher seeks to do in the Name of the Lord
will be destroyed unless we are living holy lives in all our ways. We
have only our character-we have nothing more. If we have not
holiness, then we have no means of ever influencing the place where
we live. There is one thing we must have, and that is the beauty of the
Lord Jesus. What has holiness to do with evangelism? It has
everything to do with it!

Let me give you an idea of it from the lives of some of the early
Christians in the New Testament. "And all that believed were
together." That is a wonderful statement, isn't it? Are any of you not
speaking to each other? Do rve know a friend who requires a lift to
church and we do not give it, though we are able to? Have some of us
plenty and to spare and yet can see that there are some people who are
really in need? How did these early Christians take care of the people
around them? "All that believed were together, and had all things
common; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all
men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one ac-
cord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart." Yes, with gladness
and singleness of heart. The Lord Jesus says "Blessed are the pure in
heart" and the word "pure" there means to have singleness of heart.
These Christians are being described as those who are single (pure) of
heart. They had been washed in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ;
they were following in His ways. They were "praising God and having
favour with all the people" (we, in these days, do not have "favour
with the people"). "And the Lord added to the Church daily such as
should be saved".

Another instance of New Testament evangelising is to be found in
Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians. He writes "For our Gospel
came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Chost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we
were among you for your sake. And ye became followers of us, and of
the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the
Holy Ghost: So that ye were ensamples..." (l Thessalonians l: 5-7).
Because you were followers of us and of the Lord you became
disciples-that is to say you accepted His discipline-and you began
to live godly and holy lives and so you became examples. I can
write-it seems the Apostle Paul is saying-and tell other people to
look at you. You are fine examples of what Christians ought to be. He
goes on "....For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward
God is spread abroad so that we need not to speak anything". Paul
said "I don't need to go on preaching, because of the way you are liv-
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ing. Everybody is talking about it". We can say then that holiness is
the result of the message of the Gospel, so that not to be holy belies
the message. Our lives must preach before our lips do so. The old
adage "Actions speak louder than words" is surely true in this
respect. Whatever you do will either add weight to your words or
detract from them. We are expected to evangelise fully among the
people we know; but how are we going to do it unless people can see
that the message we bring has first changed our lives. There is the
story of a quaint old preacher, who one day exclaimed that he had
seen a miracle and when he was questioned what he meant by this he
said "I have seen beer turned into furniture". When he was question-
ed more closely he told of a man who was formerly a drunkard who
went straight from work with his money to the public house and got
drunk, so that his family were neglected and his wife was left with the
terrible problem of providing for the children. This same man had
now been so changed by God's saving grace that instead of spending
his money on beer he was buying furniture and food and clothing and
looking after his wife and his children. This change in his life caused a
great stir amongst his work-mates and his neighbours. Unless others
see that the Gospel has changed ourlives, our evangelism will have no
effect upon them. "Be ye holy, for I am holy", says the Lord.l

Let me now go on to a second reason for holiness. The only woy
that we can truly show the Lord Jesus Christ thot we love Him is to be
holy. We may do all manner of religious things; attending services,
praying, singing, fasting, giving away money, and so on; but there is
only one way that we can show the Lord Jesus Christ that we love
Him. He Himself said "If ye love Me, keep My commandments,'. It is
possible to enter into all these other religious activities purely for
selfish reasons. We may pray because we desire to find peace, and yet
we may have no concern at all about the Lord Jesus Christ and what
He has commanded us to do. We may go to church simply because we
feel jaded and find that it helps us, and we get into the atmosphere of
the building and feel that somehow or other we have relaxed. That is
purely selfish! Some people feel concerned because they want to
escape retribution after death, and so they try to do things that they
think will please God; but this is not the way to show the Lord Jesus
Christ that we love Him. He says, "If a man love Me he will keep My
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him and
make our abode with him". The love that we have to our Lord Jesus
Christ is expressed in our being obedient to Him. The Apostle John
says exactly the same thing. "This is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments: and His commandments are not grievous." I would
submit that this is the sole purpose of life. The hymn says ,,Fill Thou
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my life, O Lord my God, in every part with praise, that my whole be-
ing may proclaim Thy being and Thy ways". We can test ourselves as
to where we really stand in relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ by
asking ourselves this question-are we merely interested in finding
peace for ourselves or happiness or relaxation or to escape from the
mad rush of the world? AII these things may b-eside-hqnefits to salva-
tion, but surely the greatest thing is that we love the Lord Jesus CnrGl--
and the only sure evidence we have that we love Him is that we keep
His commandments-that is to say, that we want to be holy as He is
holy. If we love Him we shall want to be like Him;and "We know that
when He shall appear we shallbe like Him" (1 John 3:2).

This leods on to the third reason for holiness, and it is tltis. It is the
only way to prepore for the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
One day we shall see Him; we are going to meet Him and we have to
be prepared for that occasion. There is going to be a new heaven and a
new earth wherein dwells righteousness, and if there is to be only
righteousness in the new creation, then we have to be righteous.
Anything other than righteousness is unacceptable to God. The stan-
dard of righteousness is God Himself-"be ye holy, for I am
holy"-and anything other than that will not be accepted; what is
more, anything other than that has to be destroyed. After all, what is
heaven like? It is the place where God lives, and where the saints im-
mortal reign, and we all know the description that is given at the end
of the book of the Revelation-There will be no whoremongers there,
no sorcerers, no liars or deceivers, no haters; people who are harbour-
ing these things in life just won't get there. Not that we are savedby
our works or by turning over a new leaf, or by doing good or trying to
be holy; we are saved by His grace. But the evidence that we are saved
by His grace is that we desire to please the One Who has saved us. We
must therefore "mortify the deeds of the body". "He is of purer eyes
than to behold iniquity." He cannot look at it! "God is angry with the
wicked every day." So how can you think of harbouring sin in your
hearts? One day the Lord Jesus Christ will appear again in glory and
every eye will see Him and, as Peter said, seeing that these things are
so, what kind of persons ought we to be? We ought to be holy "in all
holy conversation and godliness". When people are planning for some
particular event, they often get excited about it. Some will be thinking
of their holidays and will be concerned about their money and the
plans that they must make. Or take athletes preparing for Olympic
Games; they do everything they can to prepare for the Games. They
rise early, are careful what they eat, and make sure to exercise
themselves and give their minds over completely to what they are do-
ing. Now, if people of the world can spend themselves in such a way in
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order that they might attain that which is uppermost in their minds
and hearts, how much more should we, who are looking for the com-
ing of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, prepare ourselves to meet
Him? The only way to prepare to meet Him is to be holy.

"Oh, for a helart to praise my God, :

A hesrt that always feels Thy blood
So freely shed for me.',

BOOK REVIEWS

christian worthies volume 2, Francis coxon, Zoar publications,
326pp, hardback, t7.50 plus postage. Also obtainable from Mr. p. W.
Coxon, St. Mary's College, St. Andrews University, Fife, Fyl6 ERA.

Last year we carried a review of volume I of christian worthies: we
now have in our possession the second volume. The printing and
presentation is again of a high order and makes the book a delighi both
to handle and to read. All the articles appeared in The Gospel Mogazine
during the editorship of the late Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, and aie well
worthy of this more permament form. The price is the same as for
volume I but there is an increase of 2salo in the number of pages-a
remarkable thing in a time of rapid inflation.

This year may well see the proposed papal visit to our country. A
perusal of christian worthies will refresh our memories of what it cost
to establish the Protestant Reformed religion. Mr. coxon recounts the
stories of several who were burned at the stake rather then re-embrace
the errors of Rome. The facts contained in the final article of the book,"Why the British Throne is Protestant,', ought to be widely circulated
at this time.

Mr. coxon writes about a variety of personalities including puritans,
Covenanters and Huguenots, all of whom God was pleased to use in
the fulfilment of His purposes.

May this second volume of christian worthies have a wide circula-
tion with God's manifest blessing upon those who read its pages.
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Five English Reformers, J. C. Ryle, Banner of Truth, 156pp, f1.50.
We are grateful to the Banner publishers for producing this their

fourth issue of a classic of English Protestantism.
To-day the emphasis is on Experience. Why are English Evangelicals

so slow to appreciate the English Reformers? The Renaissance, the
rebirth of learning after the doldrums of the Middle Ages, led to the
spiritual and moral Reformation of the Church, through the re-
discovery of the Greek Testament. The five Reformers here described
were all men of deep religious experience who were prepared to give
their lives in the cause of pure New Testament truth. They were all mar-
tyred at the stake; John Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester; Rowland
Taylor, Vicar of Hadleigh in Suffolk; Hugh Latimer, Bishop of
Worcester; John Bradford, King's Preacher of Lancashire and
Cheshire; and Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London. They were also men
of great talent and learning. Hooper is said to have composed the
following on the wall of his room in Gloucester where he spent the day
before his burning:

"Content thyself with patience
With Christ to bear the cross of pain;

Who will or can recompense
A thousand-fold, with joys again.

' Let nothing cause thy heart to fail:
Launch out thy boat, hoist thy sail,

Put from the shore;
And be thou sure thou shalt attain
Unto the port, that shall remain

For evermore."

A second verse concluded with the courageous words,
"Do not despair:

Of no wordly tyrant be thou in dread;
Thy compass, which is God's Word, shall thee lead,

And the wind is fair."

In his introduction Bishop Ryle explains why the Reformers were
burned and makes a strong appeal to maintain Scripture Truth in the
face of to-day's widespread submission to the overtures of Rome. We
should urge all, especially the young, to read this book.

w.J.P.

Who by Faith, R. T. Kendall, Hodder & Stoughton,2%pp, f,1.95.
Hebrews chapter eleven has always had a special appeal to many

readers of the Bible, including your reviewer. It was therefore with more
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than ordinary interest that he took up this book by Dr. Kendall and
found it to be quite the best on this great chapter of Scripture.

The thirty chapters comprising this book are based on a series of ser-
mons preached in Westminster Chapel, London. It deals with the
nature and practice of faith and is well described as "a practical hand-
book for christian thought and conduct". This book iocuses on the
mighty stalwarts of faith. Dr. Kendall shows how their problems have
close parellels today and how the only solution to our problems is to
trust in the unfailing promises of God.

Here is expository preaching of a high order which cannot fail to pro-
ve a blessing to the thoughtful reader. There is much practical help tb be
gained from this book, which is warmly commended.

M.H.

Grace and the Gentiles, Marcus L. Loane, Banner of Truth Trust.
l49pp, f2.50.

over the years the reviewer has derived considerable help and insight
from the writings of Archbishop Loane of Sydney, N.S.W. ell his
writings are marked by clarity of expression and an excellence of style,
and, above all, a complete faithfulness to Scripture. The present volume
has these same features.

Here are 24 chapters in which Dr. Loane expounds key verses of
passages from six Pauline letters (l and 2 Thessalonians, philippians,
Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon). The chapters are not ou-e.-long
and each is a complete study in itself. In the course of the book the
author touches on a variety of subjects including private Judgment,
christian Marriage and the Second Advent. The book does not claim ro
be an exhautive commentary but takes us to the heart of the Apostle,s
ministry to the Gentiles. The Archbishop says of paul, ,,His whole life
was dedicated to this mission from the time when he heard the call of
God: 'I will send thee forth hence unto the Gentiles' (Acts 22:21'). He
was thenceforth unfaltering in his dedication to the cause of christ
among the Gentiles in spite of opposition, contradiction and persecu-
tion that came upon him".

This is a stimulating book and a most useful addition to ones library.
M.H.

What is the Reformed Faith? John R. de Witt The Banner of Truth
Trust, paperback, 24pp, 80p.

In this very helpful booklet Professor de Witt (of the Reformed
Theological Seminary, Jackson, U.S.A.) attempts ,,a preliminary and
provisional" definition of the Reformed Faith.

t-_ 
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The author seeks to show us that the Reformed Faith is not
something rediscovered by our forefathers but a relevant part of our
own spiritual life and his concept, in this booklet, of ..a number of
themes which relate to one another and contribute to a beautifully har-
monious and biblical grasp of the christian faith" is a very practical
one.

A high view is taken of the authority of the Bible and the witness of
the Holy Spirit to that authority. of the sovereignty of God it is stated,"nothing can stop or retard the progress of the gathering of his elect
people..." (Page 9).

In the section on the distinction between law and grace, we read ,,in
these times of rampant ungodliness...the church of christ needs to
declare...that God will not be mocked and his holy law cannot be set
aside with impunity". (Page t4).

By far the greater space is given to the distinctive view of the minisrry
which marks the Reformed theology; we are shown a high view of that
ministry (Rom. 10:15), not only does it expound, apply the Word of
God and proclaim it but the "ultimate fruitfulness is the result of the
work of God by his Spirit in the hearts of those who hear". The
Reformed minister must preach "full of love for Christ and for the
souls gf men": part of a stirring statement showing that the Reformed
minister must be a consecrated agent of a majestic and glorious God.

The booklet is well worth reading even if it only confirms and con-
solidates our beliefs not least because of the many times a phrase will
strike a chord in our hearts as we read.

A.G.S.

Alcoholism, Knox Press (Edinburgh), l2pp. No price stated.
This pamphlet has as its background the World Health Organisation

statement that Alcoholism is the world's third major health hazard.
The problem is particularly grave in Scotland where unfortunately

heavy drinking is linked with the Scot's reputation for generosity and
hospitality. The situation obtaining in the rest of the world, however,
gives no grounds for complacency.

It is suggested that Christian believers have an important part to play
in countering the problem, and other positive suggestions are listed.

R.J .L .S .

n

3
I
I

I

t



26 The Gospel Magazine

For Younger Readers
JOHN TALLACH

THOMAS HOGG (III)

In 1679, along with some other ministers who had been imprisoned in
the Bass Rock with him, Hogg was released. He travelled north to
Auldearn, and for the next four years he preached here and there, most-
ly in the homes of his friends. Then, in 1683, he was summoned to
Edinburgh again. It was the middle of winter, and the journey must
have been difficult for one who was now feeling the effects of the suf-
ferings of the past twenty years.

Lying in prison in Edinburgh, Hogg came to terms with the fact that
the Council would not allow him to preach in Scotland. God had called
him to preach, but if he was to fulfil that call he would need to leave his
native land. So he asked the Council if he could go, and was told to get
out within the next two days! He crossed the border into England, and
eventually arrived at London.

Hogg's plan was to emigrate to Carolina. He knew of people from
Kiltearn who had emigrated earlier in the century, and settled in the
neighbouring state of Virginia. These were part of the Munro clan-the
head of which, Sir Robert, had been partly responsible for bringing
Hogg to Kiltearn, and who had continued to send him support after he
had left. (A descendant of the Munros who stettled in Virginia became
President of the United States. His name was James Munro, though his
name was by then spelt Monroe). But Hogg's plans about following the
Munros to America came to a sudden end when he was arrested in Lon-
don on a false charge and thrown into prison again.

The prison was full of men who had committed all kinds of crimes.
But Hogg was not alone among them. He had with him William
Balloch, who had been converted while hearing him preach near
Auldearn, and who had since followed Hogg everywhere. Hogg had to
pay for Balloch's keep while he was in prison. He also had to pay ten
shillings a week for a room where he could be alone to pray. After a
while Hogg's money was almost finished, so he said to Balloch:
"William, I will set tomorrow apart for prayer, and see that no person
is allowed to interrupt me".

The next day Hogg got up early and stayed in his room alone, praying
and reading the Bible. About midday the door into the prison room
opened and in walked a well-dressed man, asking to see Thomas Hogg.
Balloch stepped forward, and explained that Hogg was not to be
disturbed that dav.
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"But please!" the man said, ,,Tell your master that a friend wishes to
see him." At last Balloch agreed, went to Hogg's room, and told him
about the visitor. Hogg told Balloch to show the man in.

As Balloch watched, the visitor spoke for a short while to Hogg
about suffering for Christ's sake, and then kissed him. After that he
took a white envelope from his pocket and handed it to Hogg. Hogg
could feel that the envelope contained money, and asked, ,,Why, sir, do
you give me this money?"

"Because I am appointed by our great Master to do so." the man
replied. Hogg asked for his visitor's name, so that he could repay his
debt sometime in the future, but the man refused to give his name, and
left the room. As long as he was in this world, Hogg never found out
any more about this man.

When he was released from prison, Hogg went to Holland instead of
to Carolina. There was quite a number of English speaking people liv-
ing there during the time of persecution in Britain, and Hogg was
welcomed among them as one of the greatest preachers they hid ever
heard. While there, Hogg met William of Orange, the future king of
Great Britain.

In 1688 Hogg sailed back to Scotland, though he did not come north
to Kiltearn until the summer of 1691. Great changes had taken place.
The time of persecution had passed, and men like Hogg were now free
to preach again.

It was twenty-nine years since Hogg had preached his farewell ser-
mon in Kiltearn. Now the prophecy made during that sermon-that he
would return to them after many years-was at last fulfilled. Many like
John the tinker, who had been converted through his ministry years
before, were there to welcome him back.

By now Prince William of Orange, whom Hogg had met in Holland,
had also come to Britain. Now he reigned as King William in London.
Soon after Hogg's return to Kiltearn, a message arrived at his home
from King William's palace in London. The king was asking Hogg to
become one of his chaplains!

But as the autumn passed and the winter came on, it became clear
that Hogg was on the way to serve, not before his earthly king in Lon-
don, but in the presence of his heavenly King.

Many in Kiltearn prayed for their minister, hoping that (though he
was worn out by all the trouble he had seen) God would make him well
again. But Hogg had a different attitude.

"Pity me, my friends!" he said. "Do not pray for my life; allow me
to go to my eternal rest." Hogg had passed through many changes. He
had been pursued by soldiers over fields and hills, and he preached to
congregations in three countries, he had lain in many prisons. Now,

21

*

r



28 The Gospel Magozine

after all the changes he had seen, he said, "The unchangeableness of my
God is my rock".

His last words were, "Now He is come, my Lord is come; praise,
praise to Him for evermore".

Otd Testament Studies
JOSHUA

MAURICE HANDFORD

At the very beginning of the Book of Joshua we learn an important
truth-that no man is indispensable. "Moses my servant is dead; now
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people." Moses
had gone the way of all the earth but his death does not paralyse the
work. The instruments may be changed but God's work goes on
uninterrupted. We are apt to be depressed, and tremble for the cause of
truth when God calls home some outstanding champion for the truth,
but God is still the sovereign Lord and is well able to maintain His
cause.

In comparison with Moses, Joshua was a small man. He was not a
prophet or a genius but essentially a soldier with energy, promptitude
and self-command. We must not expect all God's servants to be cast in
the same mould. The Apostle Paul says "now there are diversities of
gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administration,
but the same Lord" (l Cor. 12:4,5). This is a truth often forgotten.

Joshua seems to have been very conscious of his own inadequacy; he
was quite content to be Moses' assistant. When the call came to succeed
the venerable leader, Joshua's heart failed. More than once God urges
him to "be strong". Joshua is an outstanding example of the fact that
God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things
that are mighty. We can be too big for God to use, and repeatedly God
puts down the mighty from their seat and exalts the humble and meek.

Joshua was given a gracious pledge and assurance as he entered upon
his work, "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee" (Jos. l:5). This promise
put new heart into him as he assumed the leadership of Israel. He was
fully aware of what lay ahead in the conquest of Canaan, he knew that
every inch of advance would be contested by the enemy, but he rested
on the promise of God. At the end of his life he could say .,behold, this
day I am going the way of all the earth: and know ye in all your hearts
and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good
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things which the Lord your God spake concerning you; all are come to
pass unto you and not one thing hath failed thereof,, (23:14).

There is much of interest and profit to be found in considering this
great worthy of the Old Testament, but we must content ourselves with
two aspects of his character.

A FAITHFUL MAN
Joshua was one of the twelve spies sent from Kadesh Barnea to spy

out the land. He and Caleb spoke with confidence of the ability of the
Israelites under God to take the Promised Land. He did not under-
estimate the difficulties or minimise the problems, but declared ,,if the
Lord delight in us, then He will bring us into this land" (Num. l4:8).
Joshua was not afraid to append his signature to a minority report, he
was prepared to be different and to stand his ground. The stand taken
by Joshua and Caleb incurred the displeasure of the people, who
wanted to vent their rage by stoning these two faithful men of God.

This quality of faithfulness is seen throughout Joshua's life; he was
faithful in small things as well as in the great issues of life. God still
wants obedient servants who are ready to do whatever He appoints.
Faithfulness has been the mark of all God's outstanding servants. Of
David, God declared that he was "a man after mine own heart, which
shall fulfil all my will". Peter, when faced with the ultimatum of the
Sanhedrin to desist from preaching Christ, declared, ,'we ought to
obey God rather than men". Joshua was entrusted with leadership
because he had shown himself faithful and thorough in the lesser tasks.
So after years of faithful service behind the scenes God brought forth
His man for the hour.

A DILIGENT STUDENT OF THE WORD
When Joshua was about to undertake the conquest of Canaan, he

was urged to make the Word of God his daily study. "This book of the
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have good success" (l:8). He was to nourish his spiritual life
on God's Word and to order his life by its teaching. The Bible should be
our constant companion, we should daily be becoming more conversant
with its truths. The Bereans are an example to follow, for it is said of
them that "they received the word with all readiness of mind, and sear-
ched the scriptures daily" (Acts 17:ll).

Joshua was urged to feed upon the Word; it was not to depart out of
his mouth. When we read a book with keen interest we say we are 'de-
vouring' it. Do we read the Sciptures with as keen a zeal? Jeremiah
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could say "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy Word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart". God's Word is
spoken of as food-bread, milk, honey, meat-it is the only food which
will feed and sustain our souls. A neglected Bible inevitably means an
impoverished soul.

The Israelite leader was also bidden to meditate upon the Word. It is
not enough just to let our eyes skim over the portion for the day, we
have to understand what we read and let the truth penetrate our souls.
In the rush of present-day life we have lost the ability to be quiet with
the Bible open before us and to let God speak to us from it. The godly
man is described in the first psalm as one whose "delight is in the law of
the Lord, and in His law doth he meditate day and night". The Apostle
urges us "let the word of Christ dwell in you richly"-this cannot be
done without meditation.

Joshua's reading was not to be an end in itself; it was to lead to a
practical outcome, he was to act upon it-"that thou mayest observe to
do according to all that is written therein". We are to bring our lives in-
to subjection to the Word of God, we are to bow to its authority in all
things. Our judgements are to be formed upon it and our consciences
enlightened by it. We are to receive with meekness the engrafted Word
and then live it out in daily life. We must guard against being hearers
only of the Word and not doing what it says. We are to adorn the doc-
trine of God our Saviour in all things. The Bible must control our ac-
tions and transform our character. Let us then study to show ourselves
approved unto God, workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15).

The Doctrine of the
Holy Spirit

WILLIAM MACLEOD

The Rev. W. Macleod is the minister of Psrtick Free Church, Glasgow.

Large volumes have been written on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit
by such divines as Owen, Smeaton and Kuyper. In a paper of this size
we seek only to touch on some aspects of the Scripture's teaching about
the Holy Spirit.

The Person of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spift is a Person. Some people think of the Holy Spirit
as a power, an atmosphere, or an inspiration, i.e. something less

1 .
(a)
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than a person. The Scriptures, however, clearly teach the personali-
ty of the Holy Spirit. He is an agent possessed with intelligence,
will, power and wisdom. He does personal things.
He speaks. "He who hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches." (Rev. 2:7).
He intercedes. "The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered." (Rom. 8:26). "Itself" here in
the A.V. is not a good translation. "Spirit" is neuter in the Greek
and therefore the pronoun in the Greek has to be neuter. However,
even in the Greek original, this rule is broken in John 16:13, where
it is of special importance to mark that what was meant by this
neuter noun was a living person. Even in the Greek, the masculine
pronoun "he" is used there, "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of
truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth".
He bears witness to Christ. "He shall testify of Me." (Jn. 15:26).
He leads. "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God." (Rom. 8:14).
He commands. Paul and his companions "were forbidden of the
Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia". (Acts 16:6-7).
He appoints. "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers."
(Acts. 20:28).
He can be lied to. "Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie
to the Holy Ghost?" (Acts 5:3).
He can be insulted. "Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy who hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace?" (Heb. l0:29).
He can be grieved. "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption." (Eph. 4:30).
He can be blasphemed. "The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost
shall not be forgiven unto men." (Matt. 12:31).

One could go on at length and add to this list. This, however, would be
unnecessary. It is clear that the Spirit does personal actions, and, per-
forming personal actions, He must be a Person.

The Holy Spirit is distinguished from the other two members of the
Trinity, in such statements as the baptismal formula, "Baptising them
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost"
(Matt. 28:19). He is also clearly distinguished from His gifts, e.g. I Cor.
12:ll, "All these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as He will".

(b ) The Holy Spirit is a Divine Person. The Scriptures not only teach
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His personality but also teach that He is God. He is described as
having divine attributes.

l. He is eternal. "Christ-through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God." (Heb. 9:14).

2. He is omnipresent. "Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? or wither
shall I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven Thou art
there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there." (Ps.
139:7-8).

3. He is omniscient. "The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of a man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit of God." (1 Cor. 2: l0-ll).

4. He is all-powerful having divine power. "The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee." (Lk. l:35).

The Holy Spirit is further described as Creator, "The Spirit of God
moved (brooded) upon the face of the waters". (Gen. l:2). He is also
given the name, "God". "Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy
Ghost...thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God." (Acts 5:3-4).

Thus we see that the Holy Spirit is a Person and that He is a Divine
Person and yet distinct from the other Persons of the Trinity.

2. The Work of the Holy Spirit.
(a) The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. I Creation. The Spirit's ac-
tivity on earth did not begin with His coming on the day of Pentecost.
The Old Testament is full of references to His work. The second verse
of the Bible introduces His activity to us, "And the Spirit of God mov-
ed upon the face of the waters". This word "moved" means to brood.
The picture is that of the Spirit hovering over the original creation,
ordering the heavens, animating brute creation, and calling man into
existence. "By His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens" (Job 26:13).
"By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath (Spirit) of his mouth" (Ps. 36:6). The Hebrew word
translated "spirit" can also be translated as "breath" or "wind"
(ruach).It is instructive to compare I Cor. 8:6 and Rom. I l:36. "There

is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in Him; and
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him." "For
of Him and through Him and to Him are all things." Creation is "of"

the Father, decided and planned by Him. It is "through" the Son, Who
thus builds and constructs. The words, "to Him are all things", in-
dicate that the Third Person leads creation to its destiny. This is why
He "broods over the face of the waters", like a hen producing chickens.
Each section of creation shall develop, fulfil its role, and contribute to



The Gospel Magazirfe

the glory of God. In Genesis 2:7 we read concerning the creation of
man. that God "breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man
became a living soul". Remembering that the word translated "breath"

is the same word as that translated "Spirit", we see that Holy Spirit life
could be referred to here as well as animal and intellectual life. This is
further confirmed by I Cor. 15:45 "The first man Adam was made a
living soul, the last Adam was made a quickening spirit". Adam
possessed the Spirit as a living soul but the far more glorious last Adam,
the Lord Jesus Christ, not only possessed the Spirit but was a "quicken-

ing spirit" giving the Holy Spirit to others. In this context Genesis 6:3 is
interesting, "My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also
is flesh". Fallen man is no longer described as a "living soul" but
"flesh". In the words of Jude he is "sensual, having not the Spirit".
(Jude 19).

2. Equipping special men for speciallasks. The Holy Spirit bringi
man's powers and gifts to God's use. He came on Bezaleel and restored
those artistic gifts which the fall had corrupted and defiled. "I have fill-
ed him with the Spirit of God in wisdom and in understanding and in
knowledge and in all manner of workmanship, to devise cunning
works". (Exod. 3l:3). He came upon the prophets inspiring them
to preach and write the Bible, "The Spirit of Christ which was in
them...testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that
should follow" (l Pet. l:10-ll). The Spirit of the Lord came upon
Othniel, Gideon and Jephthah to make them judges (Judges 3:10;6:34;
ll:29). Further, the Spirit could be given in this sense temporarily and
then withdrawn. He came upon Saul (l Sam. l0:10) but after his sin of
not destroying the Amalekites, the Spirit was withdrawn and an evil
spirit came upon him (1 Sam. 16:14).

3. Satvation In the Old Testament the emphasis is mainly on cor-
porate salvation. Israel as a nation was saved by God and constituted
the covenant community. Thus the Scriptures speak more of the ind-
welling of the Spirit in Israel (the Shekinah) than of His indwelling in
the individual soul. However, God has only one Saviour and only one
way of salvation. Jesus, before the end of the Old Testament dispensa-
tion, stated quite clearly, "Except a man be born again, (i.e. born of the
Spirit), he cannot see the kingdom of God" (Jn. 3:3). This regeneration
is impossible without the Spirit entering the soul of man.

(b) The Holy Spiit in the New Testan ent.' 
i. ft " coming of the Spirit The Holy Spirit could not be given until

Jesus ascended to the Father. "The Holy Ghost was not yet given

because Jesus was not yet glorified" (Jn. 7:39). "It is expedient for you
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that I go away, for if I go not away the Comforter will not come unto
you" (Jn. 16:17). The Spirit was to be the abiding presence of Christ
with His church (Jn. l5:4). He had not come thus in Old Testament
times. We are to understand by this that His work then was of a more
limited nature. His converting, sanctifying power was not exercised
then as now. The world, as a whole, lay in heathen darkness. preaching
was often very ineffective. For example Noah preached for one hun-
dred and twenty years and saw no converts except perhaps his family.
Isaiah had to exclaim, "Who hath believed our report?" (Is.53:l).
Even Jesus's own ministry had relatively little success. The restraining
work of God's Spirit in the life of believers was more limited and thus
even some of the great saints of the Old Testament fell in grievous sin,
e.g. David with Bathsheba. Jesus tells us that he who is least in the
kingdom of heaven (New Testament dispensation) is greater than even
John the Baptist (Mart. ll:l l). The Holy Spirit was not working in in-
dividuals in the Old Testament to the same extent as He is working in
people today.

Acts 2 describes for us that great event in the history of God's
redemptive dealings with mankind, the coming of the Spirit. It is usual-
ly known as Pentecost, because of the day on which it occurred. The
Spirit came never to leave the church again. It was a once-for-all event
tied in closely with the death of Christ. Jesus comes, suffers, dies, rises,
ascends to the right hand of the Father, and sends the Spirit, the Com-
forter, as His abiding presence with His church. When we pray for
revival we are not praying for another Pentecost but rather, that the
Spirit who lives in the church would exercise His sovereign power in
converting sinners and sanctifying saints. The Lord's arm is not
shortened that it cannot save nor His ear grown heavy that it cannot
hear, but our iniquities have raised a barrier between us and our God
(Is. 59:l-2), His Spirit is grieved by our sin (Eph.4:30) and His felt
presence is withdrawn from us. He remains in us but wenolonger enjoy
the blessing of His presence. When we repent this returns to us. The du-
ty incumbent upon the church today is to repent and reform and so to
seek that we would once again have the gospel among us ,,in the
demonstration of the Spirit and of power" (l Cor.2:4'1.

2. Baptism of the Sprrdf. John the Baptist was the first to speak of a
Holy Spirit baptism, "He shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and
with fire" Matt. 3: I I . Here he contrasts his own water baptism with the
baptism of the Holy Ghost dispensed by Christ. In Acts l:5 Jesus,
Himself, claims, "You shall be baptised with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence". The reference here is obviously to what happened on the
day of Pentecost. This Spirit baptism by Christ is an act of grace. No
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conditions are attached. Jesus does not say you might or can be baptis-
ed (using the subjunctive of verb), rather He says you shall be baptised
(simple future). It is promised to all and it is given to every disciple
without qualification from the one hundred and twenty at Pentecost to
the twelve at Ephesus. The Spirit is a gift, not a reward. The purpose of
the baptism is so that they might be witnesses (Acts l:8) to Christ (not to
the Holy Spirit or to the baptism). The baptism was accompanied by
dramatic signs, the sound as of the rushing mighty wind, the cloven
tongues as of fire and the speaking in other tongues.

Some of the signs predicted by Joel have not yet occurred e.g. the sun
turned into darkness and the moon into blood (Joel 2:31). These signs
will take place at the end of the world. The day of Pentecost was the
ushering in of the latter days. Peter, like Joel, finds the point of this
great Spirit-event not so much in the pouring out of the Spirit as in the
worldwide promise of salvation for which the Spirit is poured out. "Re-

pent and be baptised every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."
No,command is issued to wait for a second Pentecost. Rather the pro-
mise is made that the blessings of Pentecost (i.e. the baptism of the
Holy Ghost) will descend upon you immediately you repent. Acts 8 con-
tains tlre only New Testament account of a people (Samaritans) who
believed, accepted Christian baptism and yet had not received the Holy
Ghost. The remedy for this does not lie in the disposition or actions of
the Samaritans but in the prayer and laying on of the apostles hands.
The reason for this was to establish for the apostles, for the despised
Samaritans and for the whole church that from now on there were to be
no barriers. In Christ there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither bond nor
free, neither male nor female (Gal. 3:28). Paul makes the Scripture's
teaching very clear, "For by one Spirit are we all baptised into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit". Every member of Christ's
church has been baptised with the Spirit. This takes place at regenera-
tion. Further, "if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of
His" (Rom. 8:9).

3. Being Filled with the Spirit. Onthe day of Pentecost, "They were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:14). Jesus speaks of this initial
filling that took place on the day of Pentecost. "If any man thirst let
him come unto me and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake
He of the Spirit which they that believe on Him should receive: for the
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because Jesus was not yet glorified" (Jn.

3J

I



36 ;The Gospel Magazine

7:37-39). This passage is not, however, limited to the initial filling with
the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. It is an invitation to any who
thirst and a promise to all believers in these latter days. In Acts 4:8 we
are told that Peter before the Sanhedrin was ,'filled with the Holy
Ghost". Peter had already been filled with the Spirit. This is not a se-
cond Pentecost experience. Rather what we have here is the power of
the Spirit descending on Peter so that he is assisted. led and dominated
by the Spirit. When an individual is filled with the Spirit it is not the
Spirit at our disposal but we at His. We are exhorted to seek to be filled
with the Spirit i.e. to be obedient to God, to please Him and to follow
Him. "Be not drunk with wine wherein is excess but be filled with the
Spirit" (Eph. 5:18). We are not to grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30).
We do this when we sin and as a result He withdraws His felt presence
from us. We must walk "not after the flesh but after the Spirit" (Rom.
8:4). We are the temple of the Spirit (l Cor. 6:19) an habitation of God
through the Spirit (Eph. 2:22). We musr beware of committing sacrilege
and profaning this temple.

The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH

The all-sufficiency of Christ. (Ch. l:vv. 15-19)

In this portion we see l. What Christ is to God. 2. What Christ is to
the creation. 3. What Christ is to the church.
l. What Christ is to God. v.;,5."He is the image of the invisible God". The word image conveys to
us the idea of a likeness; but in what sense is Christ the image of God?
The word is used in the same sense as the word form is used in phil.
2:6,7 , "Who being in the form of God-took on Him the form of a ser-
vant", but Christ was truly God, and became a real servant. Christ is far
more than a portrait, or likeness of God. Where is the portrait of which
it may be said that he who has seen it, has seen him whom it represents?
Christ Himself said "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father" Jn.
l4:9, and again, "He that seeth Me seeth Him that sent Me" Jn. 12:45;
and again, "No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared (revealed) Him"
Jn. l:8. We read that Christ "is the brightness of God's glory and the
express image of his person" Heb. l:3. This word imogehere can only
mean embodiment of the invisible God; in Col. l:19 ,,It pleased the
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Father that in Him should all fulness dwell", and again in Col. 2:9 "For

in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily". Christ then was
the visible manifestation of the invisible God. He has all the
characteristics, and distinguishing features, and the nature of God.
Here is a precious word for us. Consider how great, how infinite God
is. He created the universe, which is so vast that we cannot conceive its
extent; the earth on which we live is but a tiny speck of it. God is the
source of all life, light, power, and wisdom. He is eternal, Almighty, in-
visible, incomprehensible. We have no power of ourselves to discern
Him, so that some men have said, it is impossible for man to know
God. Here, however, is the all-sufficiency of Christ. He became man so
that He could reveal God in terms of humanity, and take away the sin
which separates us from God. The character of God is perfectly reveal-
ed in Christ. Here we can see His love, grace, compassion, gentleness,
righteousness, and holiness. Through Christ alone can we know God,
for He is God. He said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man
cometh unto the Father, but by Me" Jn: 14:6.

2. l4that Christ is to the creation. w. 15-17.
"He is the firstborn of every creature" v.15. At first it might appear

to ihean that Christ was the first of all creatures to be created; but clear-
ly this is not the meaning, for Paul continues, "for (because) by Him
were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible,
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers; all things were created by Him, and for Him". The N.I.V.
has "The firstborn over all creation". Weymouth has "The firstborn
and head of all creation". I understand that in Hebrew and Greek the
wordfirstborn has only very indirectly a time significance. It is rather a
title of honour as in Exod. 4:22. "Israel is my firstborn". In Ps. 89:27 it
is the title given to the Messiah, "I will make Him my firstborn, higher
than the kings of the earth". So here it depicts Christ as the Lord over
all creation. In Deut. 2l:17 , we read "the firstborn shall be given a dou-
ble portion of all that he hath; for he is the beginning of his strength;
the right of the firstborn is his". We may have here the thought of
causation; one who causes what follows. So here then we read, "He is
the firstborn of every creature;for by Him were all things created, etc".
The false teachers taught that there were many intermediaries, and
angels, between God and men; but here we are told plainly that Christ,
Who is the embodiment of God, created them all. He is not just the first
among all the angelic beings, but is their Creator. "Without Him was
not anything made that was made" Jn. l:3.

"All things were created by Him, and not for Him: and He is before
all things, and by Him all things consist." w. 16,17.

?t
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Christ is the Creator of the whole universe, and the possessor of it. It
was all created for His glory, and for His use. It is all His. He is before
all things, notice, not He was before all things. The word rs, suggests
His eternity. By Him all things hold together. He is the preserver and
sustainer of this vast universe. His is the power which controls, and
guides the heavenly bodies in their appointed orbits. All the laws of the
universe; gravity, centrifugal force, the law ofthe tides, the seasons, the
rising and setting of the sun, are all His laws, the expression of His will,
and design. Let us gaze then upon Christ our Lord, the mighty Creator,
and Lord of all; let us consider His power, His wisdom, His eternal be-
ing, and let us bow at His feet and say, "He loved me". Is not His
power and wisdom sufficient for my needs? "This God is our God for
ever and ever. He will be our guide even unto death" Ps. 48: 14.

3. What Christ is to the church. v.18.
"He is the head of the body, the church: Who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the
preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell."

The Church here is all those who truly believe on the Lord Jesus.
They are said to be His body, and He is the head. We have this same
revelation in Rom. 12:4,5; I Cor. 12:12,13: and in Eph. l:22,23.They
convey the idea of the relationship of each believer to Christ; and their
relationship to all other true believers. The main thought here in our
verse is that the church is a living organism, through which Christ is
pleased to work on earth. We are in living union with Him; and He is
the head. He directs and controls every member, as the head of a human
body controls and directs the hands, the feet, the tongue and every
other member of that body. Christ is head of the church; He rules, and
directs all her activities. He makes the plans, He has a place and a work
for every member, and He has prepared, and endowed every member
for His work. If the local church, or the individual member seeks to
choose, to plan, or direct, then there is confusion, and failure. Christ is
all-sufficient. What joy and peace it brings when we give to Christ His
place, and simply seek to know his will, and do it.

"He is the beginning." Of course He is before all things, He is eter-
nal; but He is also the moving power which brought the church into be-
ing. He is the founder, and builder of the church. He laid the founda-
tion at Calvary, He is the foundation, all who form the church are the
living stones, which are built on Him. He is also the beginning of salva-
tion to every believer, whatever the instrument He used.

"He is the firstborn from the dead." Here is this wordfirstborn again,
the title of honour. Christ is not one who lived, and died, and one of
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whom we merely read, and learn. He is alive for evermore, and has the
keys of death and hell. The grave was a womb to Christ, and His resur-
rection a birth. Speaking of His resurrection, Paul applied to it the
words of Ps. 2:7 "Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee".
Christ is the firstborn from the dead. He has precedence over all others
who will surely follow Him. He alone rose by His own power; all others
are raised by Him. He is "the resurrection, and the life" Jn. I l:25. He
it is Who will open the graves, and raise the dead. He will bring them
from the depths of the sea, and from all the cemeteries, a great
multitude. He is the Lord of the dead as well as the living. In all things
He must have the preeminence. He is the embodiment of the invisible
God, the Lord of all creation, the Lord and Master of the church, the
Lord of the dead as well as the living, "for it pleased the Father that in
Him should all fulness dwell".

Beloved, let us ponder, and worship, and rest in His love, and let us
yield ourselves afresh to be wholly His.

"What think ye of Christ?
whose Son is He?"

Matthew 22:42

W. J. PARKER

I want to answer this question from the thoughts of St. Paul, written
Romans 9: l -5.
I. Let us look at the doctrine of this text as it stands in the Authoris-

ed Version of the Bible. Paul is making a basic statement concerning
his Christian faith. Verses 4-5 cover similar ground to many of the
Apostolic sermons recorded from both Peter and Paul. Paul begins
with his Israelite ancestry of which he is proud. The Israelites are a
great people through whom and to whom God had in the past revealed
Himself. Theirs were the Fathers-Abraham, the Friend of God,
Isaac and Jacob, the founders of the nation. They were the chosen
race, adopted by God to become His sons and daughters. They were
conscious of His glory, the Shekinah, the abiding Presence of God in
their worship and their travels. Through them God revealed His Cove-
nant, making with them numerous personal, national, and spiritual
covenants, culminating in and leading to the everlasting Covenant of
Grace. To them the Law was given through Moses, which was an ex-
pression of the righteousness of God for and upon all peoples. Their
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worship in Tabernacle or Temple was the service of God, picturing the
work of the coming Messiah, in fulfil l ing God's promises concerning
the forgiveness of their sins, and fellowship with Him. The Promises
of God came to them through His servants the prophets throughout
their long history, and were to be fulfilled in the person of Christ, the
Saviour. Finally, Paul says, Israel was blessed, in fact that so far as
His flesh, His manhood, was concerned, the Christ Himself was an
Israelite by birth into the world. Then, in the same breath, he says of
Christ, "Who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen". Here are two
phrases full of the deepest meaning and allusion.

l. The first phrase "Who is over all" states that Christ is over all
things (a neuter phrase). He is the Lord of creation as in John l. So
Paul expresses the fact that Christ has two natures; as to the flesh He
was a man; on the other hand, He was the Creator of all things. In the
diction of the early Fathers of the Church the phrase "God over all"
was in frequent use for the supreme God, the Almighty.

2. So Paul continues with the second phrase-as the supreme One,
He is "God blessed forever". The word 'God' refers to the word
'Who', and the phrase 'blessed for ever' is one of the attributes of the
Eternal One. So this phrase is not to be detached from Paul's majestic
summary of Apostolic faith. It is not merely Paul's doxology, or plea
that God may be praised. All that is included in his final word, Amen.

II. It is not surprising therefore that the Arians of the early Church,
the Socinians of post-reformation times, and the liberal scholars of re-
cent years try their utmost to explain away verse five. But hear the
conclusions of some conservative scholars of recent times:

B. B. Warfield in "The Lord of Glory" compares phrases of Peter
and Paul. "In Peter's Pentecostal sermon Jesus is conceived as sitting
at the right hand of God (Acts. 2:34) and as having been constituted
'both Lord and Christ', where the conjunction is significant (2:361:
and more explicitly still He is designated in a later discourse of the
same Peter, 'Lord of all ' (10:36), that is to say, universal Sovereign, a
phrase which recalls the great declaration of Rom. 9:5 to the effect
that He is 'Cod over all'. as indeed He who sits on the throne of God
must be."

F. Godet, Professor of Theology at Neuchatel, in his Commentary
on the Epistle to the Romans, translated in 1881, examines in detail
the arguments and suggestions of the liberals, and concludes, "It

seems to us, therefore, beyond doubt that Paul here points, as the
crown of all the prerogatives granted to Israel, to their having produc-
ed for the world the Christ, Who now, exalted above all things, is God
blessed forever".

W. G. T. Shedd, of Union Theological Seminary, New York, in his
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Commentary on Romans, says of verse 5 "The common explanation,
according to which this clause is referred to Christ is, in grammatical
respects, the most natural, ...and'according to the flesh'suggests an
antithetic clause in which a higher characteristic of Christ is mention-
ed". (quoting De Wette) and, "The fil ial subordination of the Son of
God, in the trinitarian relations, is compatible with His supremacy
and dominion over the created universe".

Charles Hodge, in his commentary, says, "There is but one inter-
pretation of this important passage which can, with the least regard to
the rules of construction, be maintained." And of the second clause, he
says "This passage, therefore, cannot be considered as a doxology, or
an ascription of praise to God, and rendered God be blessed, but must
be taken as a declaration, Who is blessed, (cf .l:25) The Creator, Who
is blessed forever".

III. Finally, let us see how this doctrine of the two natures in Christ,
human, and divine, accord with the general tenor of Scriptural
teaching.

Robert Haldane, almost two centuries ago, was born in Scotland of
a wealthy land-owning family. In due course he and his younger
brother were converted to Christ. James became an Evangelist in
Edinburgh, but Robert sold the family estates, and devoted the pro-
ceeds to building "tabernacles" as mission centres, supporting the Bi-
ble Society, and other Christian societies. In 1816 he was invited to
take services in Geneva, and, whilst there, to lecture to the theological
students. This he did most effectively, and amongst the many conver-
sions were M. D'Aubigne, F. Monod, L. Gaussen, C. Malan, and
others, who all left their Christian mark on the last century. They re-
quested Robert to print the lectures, and these became his commen-
tary on Romans. On Rom. 9:5. he wrote "This is a most clear and
unequivocal attestation of the divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Every engine of false criticism has been employed by those desirous to
evade the obvious meaning of this decisive testimony to the Godhead
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but they have never even plausibly succeed-
ed".

He supported his interpretation with copious notes from his deep
study of the sacred Word. There are, he said, four classes of scriptures
proving the pre-existence of Jesus Christ, as taught in our text.

I. Scriptures where His incarnation is oscribed to Himself. I quote
one only example supporting each of his propositions. Malachi 3:1.
"Behold I will send my messenger and he shall prepare the way before
me, and the Lord, Whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His
temple."

4 l
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2. Passoges where He is said to be in heoven, before coming to
earth. John 6:38. "I came down from heaven, not to do mine own
will. but the will of Him that sent me."

3. Scriptures where actions ore ascribed to Him before His birth.
Compare Heb. l:2 "By Whom the words were made", with Col.
l:15-16 "All things were created by Him, and for Him; and He is
before all things, and by Him all things consist".

4. Direct ststements by others in the scripture history.
(a) John the Baptist Jn. l:15,30. After me cometh a Man which is

preferred before me, for He was before me."
(b) Jesus Himself. Jn. 8:58. "Before Abraham was. I am."
(c) Micah, in 5:2. "Bethlehem... out of thee shall He come forth un-

to me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from
of old, from everlasting."

Haldane added that there were three other lines of evidence for the
divinity of Christ.

1. Those passoges describing the Wisdom of God. For example com-
pare Proverbs 8 which stress that wisdom existed when God created
the universe. with I Cor. l:24 where Christ is called "the Wisdom of
God", and with John l:1. "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God".

2. Passages where Christ's two natures are stated. Examples are Jn.
I "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us". and Rom. l:3-4
"concerning His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, which was made of the
seed of David according to the flesh; and declared to be the Son of
God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrec-
tion from the dead".

3. Passages in the ltk of Christ where the two natures ore seen
reflected in the circumstances.

a. His birth. In the manger He appeared as a man, but His birth was
heralded by angels as divine.

b. His baptism. He was baptised as a man, by John, but the
Father's voice acknowledged Him as His beloved Son.

c. His temptations. He exhibited human hunger and thirst, yet was
strengthened by the ministration, not of material food, but the com-
fort of angels.

d. His Passion in Gethsemane. Again He exhibited human agonies,
but was strengthened by angelic help.

e. His Cross. He hung there as a malefactor, counted as a man, a
failure, yet as God He forgave the sins of those who crucified Him,
and both converted and comforted one fellow-sufferer.

The conclusion of all this is that the literal and grammatical inter-
pretation of our text as written in the A.V. accords with all apostolic
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faith and writings. Jesus christ is God, over all, blessed forever.
Amen.

How can we conclude except by adding our own personal doxology
to that final 'Amen' of St. Paul.

The Opening Year
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL

Standing at the portal of the opening year'
Words of comfort meet us, hushing every fear;
Spoken through the silence by our Father's voice,
Tender, strong, and faithful, making us rejoice.

"I. the Lord, am with thee, be thou not afraid!
I will help and strengthen, be thou not dismayed;
Yea, I will uphold thee with My own right hand'
Thou art called and chosen in My sight to stand'"

For the year before us, oh, what rich supplies!
For the poor and needy, living streams shall rise;
For the sad and sinful shall His grace abound;
For the faint and feeble, perfect strength be found'

He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
His eternal Covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
God is all-sufficient for the coming year!

Onward then, and fear not, children of the day!
For His Word shall never, never pass away.

Here and There
Cassettes

In this issue we include an article by Dr. R. E' H' Uprichard, *!gm

we welcome as contributor to The Gospel Magazine' It may be of in-

terest to our readers to know that he has available three cassettes-(D

the doctrines of regeneration and conversion (ii) repentance and faith

1iii) the Westminstei Confession of faith. They cost f2.50 each plus 25p'

il;t"c" and can be obtained from Rev. Dr. R' E' H' Uprichard' Trinity

Mansi, Ahoghill, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland.
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Blythswood Tract Society
we commend to our readers the work and need of the Blythswood

Tract Society, who regularly advertise in our pages. At th; dme of
writing they have 15,000 Bibles, each packed'uria uu"tt.o, f-ui-urc
unable to despatch them owing to lack o1funds. The Bibles have been
requested by people in different parts of the world. Each day furthei re-
quests are received. we hope in a later issue to be able to inciude an arti_
cle on the work of the Society.

Gifts toward the cost of despatching the Bibles should be sent to: The
Blythswood Tract Society, Lochcarion, Ross_shire, Scotland IV54
8YD.

London Theological Seminary
we have read with interest the report of the fourth year of the Lon-

don Theological seminary, which exists to train men who know the con-
straint of God's spirit calling them to preach the Gospel. nteven men
have just left the Seminary after compGting the two_yiar *";: 

--

The Seminary owes. much to Or. Vtartyn Lloyd_Jones and ap_propriately a fund has been opened in his memory for the ruppo.t or
students from Eastern Europe. The seminary knows of a number of
men.who can be helped if funds are available. Further details abouitne
Seminary may be obtained from 104 Hendon Lane, London N3 3Se.
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