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Isaiah in one of his great prophecies says of the Lord Jesus Christ
"He shall not fail" (Isa.42:4). This was to be the distinctive quality of
the Saviour. Israel's leaders had failed one after another, some of
them lamentably. Prophets, priests and kings all in turn had come
short of their high calling. In contrast the coming Saviour would not
fail. Here then is a simple and absolute saying which admits of no
exception - "He shall not fail".

In the fulness of time the Lord Jesus Christ came into the world. He
twice received the attestation of heaven "this is My beloved Son in
whom I am well pleased". He did not fail in His God-appointed task.
At the end He could say "I have finished the work Thou gavest Me to
do" .

He will not fail His people because He is the unchanging Christ. All
that He was yesterday, He is today. All that He has been, He will for ever
be. Of Him it is written "Thou art the same and thy years shall not
fail" (Hebrews 1:12).

He never fails in patience. How provoking His disciples could be at
times; yet He dealt tenderly and patiently with them. He will not fail
us in the strain and stress of life. His resources are inexhaustible, they
never fail. We sometimes have gloomy forebodings about the future,
for we know not what lies ahead, but He will never fail us. If you are
called to walk a lonely path He will be your Companion in your
solitude. Whatever happens we are never completely friendless or
alone.

He never fails in purpose, for He is the sovereign Lord. We may not
be able to explain why trials come or understand them when they do
come; yet we have the assurance that all things work together for good
to them that love God (Rom. 8:28).

He will not fail His people whom He has redeemed at so great a
cost. He will not fail us in life with all its problems, perplexities and
disappointments. He will not fail us at last for even death cannot
separate the believer from the Lord. When other helpers fail and
comforts flee, He is still the unchanging Christ. Let this lovely phrase
be a source of confidence and strength to you during 1986.
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The Lord's Hand
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton

"Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid Hisface
from you, that He will not hear. " Isaiah 59, 1 & 2.

We want to dwell particularly upon the phrase, "the Lord's hand."
David said in one of the Psalms, "I muse on the work of Thy hands,"
and that is our theme, and as we look at different references in the
Scriptures we shall find it profitable to dwell on this thought, 'the
Lord's hand.'

It is described first of all as the Lord's hand of power and so when
Isaiah was giving a message to the despondent and dejected people of
his day God said through him, "Fear thou not: for I am with thee: be
not dismayed: for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness." 41: 10 He is
able to strengthen us in our weakness and in our stumbling. Indeed
much of the Old Testament is taken up with the thought of the power
of God's hand. You remember when Israel came out of Egypt how
God dealt so graciously and wondrously with them and wrought
deliverances, and here is the song they sang, "I will sing unto the
Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath
He thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and song, and He is
become my salvation: He is my God, and I will prepare Him an
habitation: my father's God, and I will exalt Him .... Thy right hand 0
Lord is become glorious in power: Thy right hand, 0 Lord, hath
dashed in pieces the enemy." Exodus 15, 1-6. The hand of power. "I
will hold thy hand." What a strengthening thought that ought to be to
us!

Then there is the thought of the fashioning hand of God. So Job
said, "Thy hands have made me and fashioned me." (Job 10, 8.) Of
course the great illustration of that is when Jeremiah was sent down to
the potter's house, not to preach a sermon, but to prepare one, and
you remember how the potter was busy at his work and we read "And
the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter:
so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to
make it. Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah saying, 0 house
of Israel, cannot 1do with you as this potter? ... ." (Jeremiah 18,4-6).
"Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, 0
house of Israel." Yes, the fashioning hand of God has a special design
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for each and everyone of His children. He desires to mould us that we
may be conformed to the image of His Son.

"Have Thine own way, Lord, have Thine own way,
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay,

Make me and mould me after Thy will
Whilst I am yielded and still."

The fashioning hand of God is at work in the lives of all His people
doing His work in His own way and in His own time - the hand of
power, the fashioning hand.

Then we read of the hand that plans, the planning hand, and so
David says, "My times are in Thy hand." (Psalm 31, 15). Yes, our
times of joy and sorrow, our times of trial and difficulty are in His
hands. In whatever circumstances we may find ourselves we can ever
prove His unfailing guidance and His unceasing care, and all is
planned by Him who knows the end from the beginning. How
comforting to know that He is silently planning for you and for me!

"Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise,

All my times are in Thy hand,
All events at Thy command."

YeS, the hand of power, the fashioning hand, the hand that plans, and
can we not go on to speak of the guiding hand? At the end of Psalm 78
- it is one of the historical Psalms - it reviews God's dealings with
the children of Israel, and it ends, "So He fed them according to the
integrity of His heart: and guided them by the skilfulness of His
hands." (Psalm 78, 72). He leads us through paths we have not
known, and yet those paths are all known to Him and we can be sure,
as David was that, "If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in
the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall Thy hand lead me, and
Thy right hand shall hold me." (Psalm 139, 9 & 10). The guiding
hand. Moses could encourage the children of Israel as they stood on
the borders of the Promised Land by saying, "All His saints are in
Thy hand." (Deut. 33, 3). We often sing those lines,

"With mercy and with judgment,
My web of time He wove,

And aye the dews of sorrow
Were lustered by His love,
I'll bless the hand that guided
I'll bless the hand that planned
When throned where glory dwelleth

In Emmanuel's land."
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Can we not go on and say a word about the providing hand. "The
eyes of all wait upon Thee: and Thou givest them their meat in due
season." (Psalm 145, 15). Yes, we have a God whose hand can and
will provide for us every day of our lives, and so there comes this
heartening word, "Be content with such things as ye have; for He hath
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto
me." (Hebrews 13, 5 & 6.) And you know Paul had that great word to
say to the Philippian Christians, "But my God shall supply all your
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4,
19). I am sure there are those who can say that this is abundantly true.
The providing hand.

We will go on to think about the hand of security, the secure hand.
Christians are in the safest hands in all the world, and the Lord Jesus
gave that great word to His own followers, "My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me: And I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of My hand." (John 10,27 & 28). What a secure hand is the hand of
Christ, and it is secure because it is the pierced hand. Do you
remember after the resurrection the Lord appeared to His disciples
saying, "Why are ye troubled and why do thoughts arise in your
hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have. And
when He had thus spoken He showed them His hands and His feet."
(Luke 24, 38 & 39). And it was the sight of those hands, those pierced
hands that caused Thomas to know that He was indeed the risen Son
of God and to give his great affirmation and declaration of faith, "My
Lord and My God." They are secure hands because they are the
pierced hands, and the hymn mentioned before goes on to say,

"I will not gaze at glory
But on my King of grace

Not at the crown He giveth
But on His pierced hand

The Lamb is all the glory
In Immanuel's land."

What a wonderful thought it is - the Lord's hand, the hand of
power, the fashioning hand, the hand that plans, the guiding hand,
the providing hand and the secure hand!

Just look for a moment at the text, "Behold the Lord's hand is not
shortened that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot
hear." The prophet says that there is no limit to God's power to save,
no limit to His power to hear - with Him nothing is impossible. No
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enemy can withstand His victorious power and that word in the 98th
Psalm confirms this, "0 sing unto the Lord a new song: for He hath
done marvellous things; His right hand and His holy arm, hath gotten
Him the victory." Surely the omnipotence of God is a comforting
truth. There is nothing too hard for Him to do. You remember that
was the great question posed early on in Genesis, "Is anything too
hard for the Lord?" (Genesis 18, 14). The answer - There is nothing
too hard for the omnipotent Lord. He is King of kings and Lord of
lords. Also in the New Testament we are told that Jesus Christ "is
able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing
He ever Iiveth to make intercession for them." (Hebrews 7, 25.)

But He is not only able to save in a spiritual sense but also in a
temporal one, and you find this wonderfully illustrated in Psalm 34.
David said, "I sought the Lord and He heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears." (v. 4). Who does not have fear at some time or
another? We are all subject to it because we are human - we are still
in the flesh - but God will undertake. We are living in a fear-ridden
age. Men's hearts are failing them for fear of those things that are
coming on the earth. What is the antidote to fear? Faith in God,
seeking God's face, and here is the answer, "He heard me and
delivered me from all my fears." Look at v.6 "This poor man cried
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles." Job
says, "Man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward," (Job 5, 7),
but there is David's testimony that he cried and the Lord saved him
out of all his troubles. Look at v.9, He saves from want. "0 fear the
Lord, ye His saints: for there is no want to them that fear Him."
Look again at v.18. "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit," and the Psalm ends
with this great word, "None of them that trust in Him shall be
desolate." (v.22). There is the Lord's power to save temporally as well
as spiritually. "The Lord's ,land is not shortened that it cannot save,
neither His ear heavy that it cannot hear." God is not deaf; we do not
have to shout for Him to hear. There is not a thought in our minds
that He does not understand. There is not a word in our tongue but He
knows it. "His ear is not heavy that it cannot hear." He can hear the
cry of the penitent sinner. You remember the great sorrow of the
publican in the temple. He was deeply conscious of his sin and smote
upon his breast saying "God be merciful to me a sinner." (Luke 18,
13. He felt himself utterly unworthy to come into the presence of God,
but though his prayer was short it came from the heart and it entered
into God's ear, and we read that "this man went down to his house
justified rather than the other:" who boasted about all his good deeds
and his doings.
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David in Psalm 32 when he came to penitence after his dreadful fall
said, "I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, and Thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin." (v.5). He hears the cry of the
penitp.nt sinner, and we read "there is joy in heaven over one sinner
that repenteth" (Luke 15, 7). He can also hear the cry of the contrite
sinner. What a mercy it is that God does not cast off His people.

Do you remember the day when Hezekiah, King of Judah, received
a threatening letter from the powerful King of Assyria, Sennacherib?
Really, it was a demand to surrender, and this letter greatly troubled
him. No doubt his knees knocked as he opened it, but he read it and
then went into the temple of God and he spread it before the Lord,
and in a sense he asked the Lord to read the letter, and Hezekiah
prayed and this was the burden of his prayer, "Save us out of his
hand," and God heard that prayer and the Assyrians were driven
back.

Peter and John in the early days of the church, were forbidden to
preach, and they went back and they reported all this to the assembly
of the believers and they prayed, "And now, Lord, behold their
threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants that with all boldness they
may speak Thy word," (Acts 4, 29) and a marvellous answer was
given, and we read, "And when they had prayed, the place was shaken
where they were assembled together: and they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness." (Acts 4,
31). They were not afraid of the powers of the hierarchy but preached
the unsearchable riches of Christ. God heard their cry and infused
them with new strength, power and courage. His ear is not heavy that
it cannot hear.

But notice it goes on to say, "But your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you,
that He will not hear." You see, there was a blockage here in Israel.
Isaiah had hardly begun his prophecy to them when he had to deal
with this situation. This is what God says through Isaiah. "When ye
spread forth your hands, I will hide Mine eyes from you; yea, when ye
make many prayers, I will not hear." (1:15). And he comes back with
the same message here. There is something that is hindering the
blessing. "Your iniquities have separated between you and your
God", and you will remember the Psalmist said the same thing, "If I
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." (Psalm 66,
18). It was not that God's power was insufficient or that He was
ignorant of their need. Sin does separate. Let sin, therefore, be
something that is hateful to us. Let us not cherish it; let us banish it,
and let our daily prayer be, "Let the words of my mouth and the
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meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord." (Psalm
19, 14).

Dwell on that lovely thought of the Lord's hand - it is a hand
mighty in operation, and how thankful we should be if we are in the
Lord's hand, the securest place that you could ever find, either in time
or eternity. "None shall pluck them out of My hand."

May we rejoice in such truths and take heed of the warning that is
part of our text.

M.H.

The Prophecy of Jonah
KENNETH ASHWORTH

Chapter 4 The Challenging Silence.

THE ANGR Y PROPHET
We come now to the last chapter of this short yet instructive

prophecy. It is a chapter which leaves us with a disappointing picture
of the Prophet. He was angry, despondent, wishing to die, self
centred and silenced. In contrast we have a wonderful revelation of
God in His Patience, His Love, and His Mercy.

As we look back to the events recorded in Chapter 3 we would have
expected the Prophet to be elated, rejoicing, and grateful to God. You
will recall that the repentant Prophet had obeyed the second command
of God to go to Nineveh; there he had faithfully proclaimed the message
which God gave him; God had honoured his labours and the whole
city of Nineveh, including the king, had turned to God in penitence, in
prayer and in renouncing their evil deeds. God had accepted their
repentance and turned awe.. His anger - "He did it not" were the
closing words of that chapter.

Yet we read in verse I "But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he
was very angry". Why was this? Ian Barclay suggests that it was a case
of "wounded amour propre" as he contrasted how God had used him
in the service of his own country as recorded in 2 Kings 14, verse 25.
More probably it was the result of his narrow exclusiveness as
suggested by Dr. Tatford - he was angry that the cruel enemies of his
people should escape destruction.

Certainly there was no joy in the wonder of God's grace and the
conversion of a whole city. Think of our own joy and thankfulness if
there were such a response to the Gospel in our own area. Even more,
if there were a true national revival.
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Verses 2-3 contain his prayer to the Lord at this time. How different
from the prayer of chapter 2. Now, he reminds God of his reason for
not obeying the first command and seeking to flee to Tarshish, far
away from Nineveh; indeed he sought to flee from the presence of
God. "I knew that Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, and of
great kindness and repentest Thee of the evil". Yes, Jonah knew his
Scriptures (cf Exodus 34, verse 6); even more, he knew his God. "I
knew" he said. Jesus said "This is life eternal that they might know
Thee and Him Whom Thou hast sent". (John 17;3) (see also Psalm
103, verses 8-14; and Psalm 86 verse 5). So full of chagrin and
disappointment is Jonah that he went on to pray that God would take
away his life "for it is better for me to die than live". We are reminded
of a similar request from the prophet Elijah, though for a very
different reason (see I Kings 19, verse 4). lan Barciay points out that
the prophet, in this short prayer, uses "I" five times; "my" three
times; and "me" twice. Here is the "I at the centre of the Storm" to
quote the title of his book.

THE PATIENCE OF GOD
God gently asks him "Doest thou well to be angry?". He was so

patient with the angry prophet; He longed to draw the prophet to
Himself in understanding. How patient and longsuffering is our God
with His children. These are the characteristics of His dealings
throughout the ages with His chosen people; with His church, and not
least with us.

The prophet refused to listen. He turned away, went outside the
city; sat there "on the east side and made there a booth, and sat under
it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city"
(verse 5). Was he sulking, as king Ahab sulked over the vineyard of
Naboth? (I Kings 21; 4); or was he still hoping that the city would even
yet be destroyed? We do not know, but we read in verse 6 of God's
kindly and thoughtful consideration for the welfare of his servant. He
prepared a "gourd" - a quick growing palmcrist plant, with large
leaves, to shelter him. Jonah was "exceeding glad of the gourd". Still
his only thought was for himself.

GOD TEACHES THE PROPHET A LESSON
God was now about to teach his servant a lesson. "Whom the Lord

loveth He chasteneth" (Proverbs 3; 11-12; see also Hebrews 12; 6, 7,
11; Psalm 94: 12: and James I: 12). In verses 7-8 we read how God
dealt with Jonah to bring home to him his wrong attitude. In His
sovereign power He now prepared a worm to eat away the leaves of
the plant, and very soon the gourd "withered away and died." Then,
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when the "sun did arise, God prepared a vehement east wind; the sun
beat upon Jonah, that he fainted and again wished to die and he said it
is better for me to die than live". He now realised how valuable and
useful the gourd had been to him. How often we take God's
provisions for granted or just regard them in a selfish way. So angry
was he that in reply to God's question "Doest thou well to be angry?"
he replied without shame "I do well to be angry even unto death".
The prophet forgot that all life is God's gift (John 1: 4) and that "our
times are in His Hands". (Psalm 31: 15). We could well at this point
contrast the desire of Jonah to die with similar requests, but from far
different motives, from Moses (Exodus 32; 32;) and from Paul (in
Romans 9: 3).
In these verses 9-11 God again patiently questioned Jonah "Ought
you really to be angry Jonah?". Yes, replied the impenitent prophet
"I do well to be angry and I'd be better dead".

Listen said the Lord "you are sorry for this gourd which was
destroyed - yet you neither worked for it nor made it to grow. You
would have preserved it because it was useful to you. But listen,
Jonah, ought not I to have pity on Nineveh, where there are over
120,000 children besides adults and much cattle. I created them
Jonah; I love that which I have created. Surely it was right for Me to
respond in mercy and forgiveness when they repented."

GOD SPEAKS TO US

The prophet was silenced. In that silence we leave him. Can we not
conclude that in that silence Jonah did indeed realise his selfishness,
his prejudice, and his narrow exclusive patriotism and repented? We
do know that in due time the Holy Spirit inspired him to write this
frank, honest and vivid account of that amazing, traumatic experience
in his life. How much we can learn from these four short chapters
under the title of his name.

May I suggest that you read again this prophecy, meditate upon this
revelation of God's mercy to penitent sinners, no matter what
nationality or colour. We could well pray that we may, by His grace,
be selfless; responsive to His mercy to us; proclaim to a needy nation
and world in this our day the glad tidings of His Sovereign Grace. We
know that the future is in His Hands.

As you do read the prophecy again note carefully the clear
sovereignty and omnipotence of Almighty God; note the obedience
He requires if we are to be used by Him; and perhaps above all see
how Jonah's sufferings and experience prefigure our Lord's sufferings
and His glorious Resurrection. Jonah points us to the Lord Jesus
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Christ. We finish our study "looking unto Jesus, the Author and
Finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 12: 2). May we continue to do that
day by day.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

NEW THINGS

Do you like to get new things? I am sure you do. It is grand to wear
a new coat; or to sit down with a new book; or perhaps get a new
family car.

The Bible tells us about many new things which are far more
important to us.

Every person in the world is born with an evil heart. We naturally
find it easy to be bad. From our evil heart come bad thoughts, and
words and actions. This is sin. It is against God. God hates sin.

We need to have this sin washed away. We need a NEW heart.
David's prayer was "Create in me a clean heart, 0 God and renew a
right spirit within me" Ps.51,1O. That can be your prayer too.

If you have a new heart you will love Jesus more than you love sin.
A new heart will make you sorry about sin and ask Jesus for his
forgiveness and cleansing from all guilt. A new heart will make you
into a new person. "If any man be in Christ, he is a NEW creature;
old things are passed away; behold, all things become new," II
Cor.5.I7.

God also gives his people a NEW song to sing - "even praise to our
God". What a lot we have to praise God for. The Lord's mercies to us
are "NEW every morning".

Jesus tells us of a NEW commandment that he gives to his people 
"That you love one another".

Many years ago a traveller came to the door of a Scottish Manse
looking for shelter. This man was actually an important churchman in
disguise - he wanted to hear the local minister preach. The traveller
was given a place to shelter and some food. After supper on Saturday
it was the custom of the lady of the house to catechise the servants 
that was to ask them questions about the Bible and instruct them. The
lady asked the traveller to join them and when his turn came for a
question she asked "How many commandments are there?"
"Eleven" answered the man. The Lady was appalled that the man was
so ignorant and did not even know that there were 10 commandments.
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The minister, Mr. Rutherford, later that evening overheard the
"traveller" praying and then realised that he was a man of God. He
agreed to take the service the next day in the local church.

Imagine the lady's surprise when she saw the "ignorant traveller"
going into the pulpit and when he announced the text "A NEW
commandment give I unto you - that ye love one another".

This new commandment should affect all our dealings with the
people we come in contact with every day - neighbours, teachers,
class mates, shopkeepers.

This New Year ask the Lord to give you a NEW heart, put a NEW
song in your mouth and teach you to obey this NEW commandment.

Puzzle
Fill in the missing words.

1. And they set the ark of God upon a new (II
Sam.6.3)

2. If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; things are
passed away (II Corinth. 5.17).

3. Put on the new (Col. 3.10.)
4. The Lord's mercies are new every (Lam.

3.23.)
5. If any man is in Christ............. things

become new. (II Cor. 5.17.)
6. Him that overcometh ......... I will write upon him my new

____ (Rev. 3.12.)
7. They were all amazed ...... ;.. what new is

this? (Mark 1.27)
8. Ye shall offer a new offering unto the Lord

(Lev. 23.16)
9. For behold I create a new heavens and a new

_____. (Isa. 65.17)
10. We also should walk in of life. (Rom.

6.4.)
11. Jesus said "This is my blood of the new

__________ which is shed for many of the
remission of sins (Math. 26.28)

The initials of your answers should spell out this missing word - "A
new I give unto you that you love one
another" .
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Alexander Peden
(1626 - 1686)

A SCOTTISH WORTHY

JOHN FORSHAW (Ambergate, Derby)

Whilst walking the Pennine Way in Summer 1984, I came across a
very interesting monument. It is dedicated to a remarkable man of
whom, I confess, I had not heard at that time, although since then I
have made a profitable study of his life. The man, or "prophet" to
whom I refer is Alexander Peden or "Sandie" - the Scottish
Covenanter, who died three hundred years ago this month.

The monument alluded to is situated at the summit of Padon (or
Peden) Hill (1,240 ft.) to the West of Otterburn, Northumberland.
The hill is marked on most good road maps and is fairly accessible by
foot. The best information available to me about the monument itself
was contained in Wainwright's "Pennine Way Companion."
According to this source, Peden held religious meetings here "far
from the long arm of persecution," and every worshipper was
required to bring one stone for the construction of the tower (fifteen
feet in height).

Peden was born in Ayrshire in 1626 during a time of great religious
persecution. Little was discovered about his childhood or conversion,
but we do know that he was born of influential parents and was
ordained minister of New Luce, Galloway, in 1660 after a successful
education at Glasgow University. This ministry lasted only three
years, after which time Peden was ejected along with the majority of
faithful Presbyterian ministers, by a decree of the Privy Council,
passed at Glasgow in 1662. His farewell sermons were from Acts 20;
31 and Acts 20; 32. His famous remark on leaving the pulpit for the
last time, tapping upon it three times with his Bible, is worthy of
quotation:- "In my Master's name I arrest thee! that none ever enter
thee, but such as enter as I have done - by the door." No man again
entered that pulpit for another twenty years, when Presbyterianism
was re-established in Scotland.

Now began the field-preaching and conventicles, which became a
hall-mark of Peden's ministry. For most of the remainder of his life
(23 years) this exiled minister of the Gospel roamed the mountains and
moors of Ayrshire, Lanarkshire and Galloway, hounded and
persecuted by enemies of the Truth as it is in Jesus. However, Peden's
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God delivered him time and time again - now by a descending mist
dispersing his enemies - again by a bleating sheep drawing the
attention of his hearers to a company of soldiers intending to take
their lives. How we, in the present day, need grace to watch the Lord's
hand in all events and to be granted that faith which shall "remove
mountains"! (Matt. 21:21). What a sad fact it is that when we are free
from persecution, (as, mercifully, we are for the most part in this
land) our faith often wains! We are still surrounded by dangers on
every hand and we need the Lord's protection as much today as ever
"Puir Auld Sandie" needed it.

There are two deliverances which are worthy of note. Firstly, after
a period of four years' imprisonment on the Bass Rock, Peden was to
be further exiled to North America. He was shipped to London where
another vessel was to receive him, along with other captives.
Arrangements were hampered because of weather conditions, and
when the two ships finally met, the American captain refused to take
the prisoners on board - discerning that they were sober Christians.
The other captain released the prisoners - so ending Peden's long
captivity and maintaining his witness to the truth within these shores.
The second providential deliverance, if possible, was more remarkable
than the first. Peden was fleeing by ship, from persecution in Ireland.
There was, however, no wind, so Peden prayed to his God. His
prayers were answered - the sails filled and "Sandie", along with his
fellow sufferers, escaped unharmed.

Peden is termed "the prophet" - and rightly so. He fore-told
many political events, both adverse, and favourable to Christ's cause,
including the death of Charles 11. He also prophesied to the bride of
his close friend, John Brown, after marrying them, that her husband
would become a martyr before too long. Sadly, four years later, this
prophesy was fulfilled and John was shot in front of his family by a
band of soldiers. On anothL; occasion, whilst imprisoned on the Bass
Rock, a woman mocked him as he prayed in his cell. Peden
prophesied her doom, and shortly afterwards she was swept off the
Rock by a blast of wind and died. A soldier on the Rock was
converted as a result of Peden's words to him after a similar mocking.
After this, the soldier refused any longer to persecute God's people,
even under threat of death. He was discharged from his duties,
becoming an eminent Christian in his own town.

His sermons were quaint, yet very searching. Here is an
extract:-"There was a poor widow in the countryside as I came
through, that was worth many of you. When she was asked how she
did in this ill time, she answered that she did very well, and got more
good in one verse of the Bible now than she did in all langsyne*. She
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said that God had cast her the keys of the pantry-door, and bid her
take her fill. Was not that a Christian indeed? A poor lady to whom
Christ hath done a good turn, will follow Him in a storm. If ye have
gotten good of Jesus Christ, you will go through Hell to be near Him.
0, sirs, those who have suffered for Christ in Scotland know this bent
to-day. They have got a stormy, rough sea, indeed, but a choice,
pleasant shore, and the Captain of their salvation to welcome them
heartily home."

For a period lasting only until two days before his death, Peden
lived in a cave, still hiding from his enemies. Truly, Hebrews 11; 37-39
describes this singular Christian:- "They were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted,
tormented; (of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And
these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not
the promise." The "gate of Heaven" mentioned in the following
poem describing Peden's visit to the grave of his close friend, Richard
Cameron, now became Heaven itself:-

"Upon the wild and lone Aird's Moss, down sank the twilight grey,
In storm and cloud the evening closed upon that cheerless day;
But Peden went his way refreshed, for peace and joy were given,
And Cameron's grave had proved to him the very gate of Heaven!"
How we need (and the Lord is able), men to be raised up of equal

faith in this dark and gloomy day in which we live.

Further Reading:
Thomas Cameron .... , . . . . . . . . . "Peden the Prophet". (pamphlet-30 pages)

Available from:- Free Presbyterian Bookroom, 133, Woodlands
Road, GLASGOW, G3 6LE.

F. Coxon "Christian Worthies" p.39
Available from:- Christian Bookshop, 21, Queen St., aSSET, W,

Yorks, WF5 8AS.
Smellie "Men of the Covenant" p.457 (Banner of Truth).

• ever before.

Consideration is the first step towards conversion. The prodigal son
first came to himself and then came to his father.

Philip Henry
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The First Epistle of John
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A. V. McCANDLISH (Minehead)

vu. Fellowship with God, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 1 In. 2:18-29

In this scripture, the Holy Spirit is described as "an unction" or "the
anointing." Every true believer receives this anointing, or gift of the
Holy Spirit when he commits his life to Christ. We read, "That we
should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ. In
whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed
with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of
His glory." Eph. 1; 12-14. This sealing is identical with the anointing
for Paul writes; "Now it is God who makes both us and you to stand
firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put
His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come." 2
Cor.1 : 21-22. In Bible times when few people could write, men had
their own seal or mark, which served as their signature. When a
merchant bought goods in the market, he put his seal upon them,
showing that they belonged to him. When we commit our lives in faith
to Christ, He takes possession of us by giving His Holy Spirit to dwell in
us. He is God's seal or mark of ownership; but He is also our anointing.
In the Old Testament we read how the priests were anointed with oil,
thus setting them apart for their work. The Holy Spirit is like the holy
anointing oil, He is given to dwell in the believer to set him apart and fit
him for his work as a priest, and as a servant of God. Without this
anointing or gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we could never serve
God acceptably. This anointing or gift of the Holy Spirit is the subject
of these verses in John's epdle. He writes -

"Little children, it is the last time; and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we
know that it is the last time. v.18.

The last time is the end of the age. The old order is passing away.
John had already written; "The darkness is past, or passing." v.8. And,
"The world passeth away, and the lusts thereof." v.17. Now he says,
"ye have heard that antichrist shall come." Our Lord had said, "Many
false prophets shall rise and shall deceive many." "There shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect" Matt. 24; 11, 24. Antichrists were those who opposed Christ, or
who sought to put themselves in His place. They rejected His claim to
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be the eternal Son of God, and His claim to be Messiah, the only
Saviour of men. They called themselves gnostics, or knowing ones, and
claimed to have a greater knowledge than Christ; and called on men to
follow their teachings rather than Christ's word. The presence of these
antichrists among them was a clear evidence that it was the end of the
age.

"They went out from us, but they were not ofus: for if they had been
of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out,
that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. But ye
have an unction (anointing), from the Holy One, and ye know all
things." v.19, 20.

Some of these antichrists had been professing Christians. They had
heard the gospel and professed to believe it. They said they had received
Christ as their Saviour, but John says "they were not of us." They were
never born again of the Holy Spirit, they had no personal experience of
salvation, it was just head knowledge; and they had never been sealed
and anointed, by the gift of the Holy Spirit. He was not given to dwell
in them. Only those who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit can stand
against the assaults, and deceptions of the devil. When this Gnostic
teaching was brought before them, they were carried away by it. It was
a kind of sifting process separating the real born again Christians from
those who only had human teaching. "They went out, that they might
be made manifest" that they were not true believers. Real Christians all
have this anointing from the Holy One. God is called the Holy One, Isa
43;15. Christ is called the Holy One, Ps.16; 10, Acts 2; 27. It is God
the Father, who gives the Holy Spirit, by the Lord Jesus; to dwell in
those who truly believe. Jesus said, "I will pray the Father, and He shall
give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever; even
the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him
not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to
you." In. 14;16-18. And again, "But the Comforter which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you." In. 14; 26. Notice that when John says, "ye know all
things", it is to be understood in the light of these promises. It does not
mean that the believer becomes instructed in all the doctrinal details of
theology. The Holy Spirit teaches the believer all he needs to know of
the Lord Jesus in practical experience. This teaching is not academic, or
necessarily intellectual; it is experimental and personal. He reveals the
Lord Jesus, who is the truth, so that we may really know Him... First,
he reveals to the believer his sin, bringing him to the deep conviction
that he is lost. Then he reveals the Lord Jesus as the propitiation for his
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sins. He leads him to commit himself to Christ, and reveals the Lord
Jesus as his righteousness. He shows him how Jesus was, and is God's
eternal Son, and leads him on to recognise Christ as his own God, so
that He is enthroned in the believers heart and life. The Holy Spirit
reveals Christ as the great High Priest of His people, and teaches them
to rely on Christ's intercession. All that is necessary for a believer to
know of Christ in his own experience, the Holy Spirit teaches, and there
is no other teacher who can take His place. This is how we must
understand the word, "ye know all things." Whatever we need to know
in experience of salvation, sanctification, intercession, worship, or in
serving God, the Holy Spirit will teach. He will ensure that we are not
deceived by antichrists, or by any other snare of Satan. Jesus said of
those who trust Him, "None can pluck them out of my hand." In.1O;28.

"I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but
because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar (the
liar), but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that
denieth the Father, and the Son. " v. 21,22.

John insists that he is not writing to teach them the truth. The Holy
Spirit had done this when He revealed Christ to them, for He is the
truth. These antichrists were liars; but John is saying here that they
propagate the lie. They deny that Jesus is the eternal Son of God, and
say that He is not the Christ, the only Saviour of men. Paul wrote
before of antichrist, "Whose coming is after the working of Satan, with
all power and signs, and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish: because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send
them strong delusion that they should believe a lie, (the lie)." 2 Thess.
2;9-11. The lie is the denial that Jesus is the Christ, the only Saviour of
men; and the eternal Son of God. Those who propagate and those who
believe this lie "deny the Father and the Son."

"Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: but he
that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also." V, 23.
Acknowledgeth Him, not in word only, or theoretically: but who really
enthrones Christ in his own heart and life as his Saviour and God. This
one has the Father also; only in this way does God the Father become
real to him. To have the Son as one's own Saviour, is to have the Father
as Saviour, for they are one, and can never be separated. To have the
Lord Jesus dwelling in us, is to have the Father, and the Holy Spirit
dwelling in us, for they are one God. c.r. In.14; 23.

"Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the
beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain'
in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. And this is
the promise that He promised us, even eternal life. " v. 24, 25.



18 The Gospel Magazine

That which they heard from the beginning, was the truth about the
Lord Jesus, conveyed to them at the beginning of their christian life by
the Holy Spirit. Dr Candlish writes - "Let all of Christ you have ever
known, seen, heard, handled, tasted, "abide in you". Let all you have
learned of Christ as coming forth from the Father to reveal and
reconcile - as purging your sin with blood, and bringing you to be all
to the Father that He is Himself to the Father - let it all "abide in
you"; always, everywhere. So ye also shall abide in the Son, and in the
Father." As we lay hold on the Holy Spirit's teaching about Christ, so
we are moved to exercise faith in Him, and are united to Him. It is as we
continue to act thus, and continue to exercise this faith in Him, that we
abide in Christ, and in the Father. "This is the promise that He
promised us, even eternal life." This is fellowship with the Father, and
the Son.

"These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce
you. But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you,
and ye need not that any man teach you; but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie; even as it hath
taught you, ye shall abide in Him." v.26, 27.

These antichrists, who sought to seduce believers from Christ,
claimed that they had a special anointing from God which made them
Gnostics, or knowing ones. John says: every true believer has received
the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and "He abideth in you". He has
come to dwell in you permanently. He remains to continue His ministry
of leading you into a deeper knowledge and experience of Christ. He
does this as we prayerfully listen to His voice as we read the scriptures.
No man can do this for us, so we are not dependant upon any human
teacher for this. This anointing is sufficient in, and of itself; its teaching
needs no assistance from anyone, "ye need not that any man teach
you." It is our part to hold fast to the word of God, and prayerfully
seek the aid of the Holy Spirit to apply it to every part of our lives. The
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth, He never deviates from it at all. He
gives us an assurance that can never be called in question or shaken, He
always leads us to trust in Christ, so we abide in Him.

"And now little children, abide in Him; that when He shall appear,
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His
coming. " v.28.

John concludes this passage by urging his readers to abide in Christ
continually. The word "abide" has permanence about it. It speaks of a
settled habit of life. No doubt he remembers the words he heard from
the lips of Christ - "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me." In. 15;4. The motive urged here by John is the hope or
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prospect of Christ's appearing - His coming. Clearly the Holy Spirit
had taught John to live in the light of our Lord's return. He was quite
sure that the Lord Jesus was coming back to reign and to judge. John
himself, as well as those to whom he wrote, must come before Christ, to
give an account of their stewardship. It is in the light of this, that he
says, "abide in Him". There is no other way to bear the fruit He
desires, and it is only as we obey Him in this, that we can have
confidence in that day. There can be no shame to those who abide in
Christ.

"If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that everyone that doeth
righteousness is born of Him." v.19.

The theme of this epistle is fellowship with God. Here the apostle
passes to another aspect of his theme. This fellowship is not only a
fellowship of light, it is a fellowship of righteousness. Paul wrote
"There is none righteous, no not one. There is none that doeth good."
No man can produce righteousness, for we are born with an evil nature.
The believer is born of God, and this means he receives the nature of a
child of God, he becomes a "partaker of the divine nature." 2 Pet. 1;4.
I am proved to be a child of God as I do works of righteousness. Jesus
said, "By their fruits ye shall know them. Not everyone that saith unto
me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that
doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven." Mat. 7:20,21.
Fellowship with God is a fellowship of righteousness.

Astonishing News
(Studies in the Life of Joseph (9), W. J. McDowell)

Jacob's sons returned from Egypt with the astonishing news:
"Joseph is still alive, and is governor over all the land of Egypt. He
has invited us to go and live under his protection. He has sent wagons
to carry us to Egypt".

JACOB DID NOT BELIEVE. "His heart fainted, for he believed
them not" (Gen. 45: 25-28). For years he had been accustomed to
trouble, and to hearing bad news. He had been deceived by his uncle
Laban. Simeon and Levi had been reckless and cruel. Reuben had
acted shamefully. For 20 years he had mourned over the violent death
of Joseph. Now, he is told, "Joseph is still alive, and lives in glory and
honour". It is more than the sad, old man could believe.
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An even more amazing message has been declared to us. Jesus of
Nazareth, Who had not where to lay His head, Who was depised,
rejected, crucified and buried, has risen from the dead, and rules in
supreme power, the Prince of the Kings of the earth. When this risen
and glorified Saviour met Saul of Tarsus he fell to the earth, trembling
and astonished, with the cry: "Who art thou, Lord?" The despised
Nazarene had become his Conqueror.

Like Jacob some are so used to trouble and bad news that they find
it difficult to give credit to the gospel of God's grace. They ask: "If
God is love why do such terrible things as wars, famine, earthquakes
etc. happen?" They forget that God must govern a wicked and
rebellious world in justice, but that He manifests or shows His love by
sending His only begotten Son into the world, "that we might live
through Him" (1 John 4:9).

Jacob found it difficult to believe because the news of Joseph's rise
to power was so unlikely that it seemed impossible. The gospel of God
is so far beyond human comprehension that we find it hard to grasp
the exceeding riches of His grace. The expression "the simple gospel"
sometimes means an abbreviated, curtailed gospel. God can be
depicted as very anxious to be kind to us, but if we refuse His offers of
mercy He is helpless! That is not very wonderful news. So much
emphasis can be placed on our ability to come to Christ that His
delivering power is overshadowed. He came into the world to SAVE
sinners, not merely to make it possible for them to be saved, or to help
save them.

Listen once again to the wonderful words of Romans 4:5 "To him
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness".

"Weary, working, plodding one,
Wherefore toil you so?

Cease your doing; all was done,
Long, long ago".

Such good news is amazing, stunning. If we count it ordinary and
commonplace we need to pray with the Apostle that we may know the
exceeding greatness of God's power for us who believe (Eph. 1:19).

JACOB BELIEVED. Eventually he said: "It is enough". "I'm
convinced!" He agreed to go and see Joseph, and accept and enjoy his
abundant provision. Why the change? What altered his attitude?

FIRST because his sons "told him all the words of Joseph". We can
imagine these eleven men describing the eminent position of their
honoured brother, and repeating again and again his gracious words
until their father was convinced. Assurance of God's love may come
to some few immediately, but most of us require to hear the word of
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God repeatedly before we are fully persuaded. The Bible is a large
book, and neglect of reading it, or hearing it expounded will hinder
the full assurance of salvation. Faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word of Christ (Romans 10:17).

SECOND. Jacob not only heard the words of Joseph he also saw
the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him. His family had
brought back corn from Egypt on asses; there is no mention of their
possessing wagons or carts. These vehicles did not belong to Canaan.
They must have come from Egypt, and the sight of them helped to
convince Jacob of the truth of his sons' report.

Let us take notice of two "wagons". There exists in this world a
most remarkable Book. It has the greatest circulation of any ancient
writing, and has provoked more comments, adverse and
praiseworthy, than any other piece of literature. Consider its amazing
accuracy. It ranges over all subjects, and yet never makes a mistake.
Its critics have often asserted it was wrong, but have always failed to
produce the evidence. It has been well said: "Man would not have
written such a Book if he could, and he could not if he would".

Another "wagon" is the existence of the Church. Since the Saviour
ascended to Heaven there has always been a company of people on
earth who believe in salvation by grace. They have been persecuted,
they have been bribed by worldly success, they have been troubled by
hypocrites, heretics and apostates, but yet they have gone on from
generation to generation witnessing to the grace of Christ. Is not the
continued existence of the Church proof of the power of the Risen
Saviour?

The examination of these, and other, "wagons" will help to
strengthen our faith. To quote Prof. John Murray: "Faith rests upon
conviction, and conviction is induced by evidence ... For the believer it
is not superfluous to elaborate the arguments. It is both confirmatory
and edifying".

A THIRD thing must be mentioned to account for Jacob's faith. It
was always God's plan that the Israelites should go for a time into
Egypt (Gen. 15:13). He sent Joseph before them (Ps. 105:17). Will His
purpose be hopelessly frustrated because of Jacob's unbelief? Will He
ruthlessly override Jacob's unwillingness? No. He graciously
persuades him of the truth and reality of Joseph's invitation, and
Jacob says; "I will go and see Joseph before I die".

When some make much ado about man's freewill they seem to
forget that God has also a freewill. In His gracious power He
persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us
in the Gospel. "Ah, my friends, how precious is that doctrine of the
grace of God!" remarks Dr. Machen. "It is not in accordance with
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human pride. It is not a doctnne that we should ever have evolved.
But when it is revealed in God's Word, the hearts of the redeemed cry,
Amen. Sinners saved by grace love to ascribe not some but all of the
praise to God".

Jottings from a Pilgrim's
Notebook

John 1:1-18 The Lord Jesus introduced

Here we are introduced to the Lord Jesus. This is clear from v.14.
"The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father)"; and in v.l,
"the Word was God," one God with the Father. His name, the Word,
tells us that He expresses to us God's love, and grace, and glory, all
that God is. "No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son; which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him."
v.18.

He expressed in His life, death and resurrection, the character, and
the mind of God, and His plan of salvation for sinners. He was in the
beginning, before time was, present with the Father eternally. All
things were made by him in the universe, whether spiritual beings, or
material. All life has its origin in Him; He is the source of life and
light. He alone can give light and understanding to men. He came into
the world which He made; but the world did not recognise Him, nor
receive Him. We, who have received Him, have become the children
of God. We were born into His family; but it was not by any natural
process, it was not by any exercise of our will; nor was it due to the
will of any other man, either parent or priest, or evangelist. It was all
God's work in us, and all of grace; we were born of the Holy Spirit.
This life is only given by Him; and the light by which we recognise
Him as our Saviour is only given to us by Him.

Here then let us stay awhile to ponder His grace, and to worship
Him. Let us learn from John the Baptist, who came to bear witness to
the Lord Jesus, that we too, are called to be His witnesses. May we seek
to glorify Him in all we do, and say.

A. V.McC.
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Sunday Trading
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As indicated in the Queen's speech at the opening of Parliament, it
is the government's intention to remove all restrictions in England and
Wales on Sunday trading.

Since the debate on the Auld Committee Recommendations in May,
the Lord's Day Observance Society has been continually active in
bringing to the public's attention the damaging effect such legislation
would have upon our national life - spiritually, socially, morally and
economically.

The Society has published over one million copies of a leaflet
outlining objections to Sunday trading and this, as well as posters,
have been distributed widely over the past weeks. The result being that
constituents are making their voices heard to their M.P.'s.

If you have not already done so we urge you to write to your
Member of Parliament also to the Prime Minister and the Home
Secretary stating your objections to the proposed new legislation.
Above all let us pray earnestly that God will graciously overrule and
that He will raise up those in Parliament who will resist this further
attack on the Lord's Day.

Fret Not. Fear Not.
Faint Not.

IS' . A. BUCKLEY

Nearly every day of our lives we are almost overwhelmed by one or
more of these three inward feelings. We may present smiling faces to
the world, but God, Who knows our hearts sees the inward being. The
gnawing, anxious, fretful spirit, the dread and fear for things present
and future, the discouragement that causes us to faint, to lose heart.

FRET. FEAR. FAINTNESS
Psalm 37:1. "FRET NOT thyself because of evildoers." Busy,

anxious, fretful thoughts only wear us out both mentally and
spiritually. They cannot solve our problems but only add to them. If
we go on fretting it may lead us to wrong actions. Here is the way of
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peace. Matthew 11:28. "COME UNTO ME, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden and I will give you rest" (I will ease, relieve and refresh
you.) Genesis 15:1. "The Lord said FEAR NOT Abraham, I am thy
shield and thy exceeding great reward." Abraham could well have
been FEARFUL. He was growing older, he was perplexed by events
around him. The future seemed uncertain, and he felt that God had
forgotten the promises He had made to him. At the end of chapter 14,
we find Abraham being offered riches and friendship by an evil,
godless man. Abraham refused. This was not the way out of his fears.
Then God spoke.

FEAR NOT, I am your protector, your friend, and your abundant
compensation. Hebrews 12:3. "Consider Him that endured,
lest ye be wearied and FAINT in your minds (lose heart)." How often
we feel "I cannot go on, I've lost heart."

FAINT NOT, consider, compare your own trials and sufferings with
what the Lord Jesus Christ endured. Then look away from them to
HIM. Hebrews 12:2. "LOOKING UNTO JESUS the Author and
Finish of our faith." Look away from all other things and gaze at
Him. He has saved us, and day by day He works within us, and will go
on working until He has perfected us. Philippians 1:6. "Being
confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in
you will perform it ("will go on adding the finishing touches" 
Handley Moule) until the day of Jesus Christ."

A Prayer. Heavenly Father, by Thy Grace, enable me to rest in Thee,
in Thy Love, in Thy Power, and help me to FRET NOT, FEAR NOT
and FAINT NOT, for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Faint not, nor Fear, His Arm is Near,
He changeth not, and thou art dear.

By way of explanation

The beginning of these little 'Thoughts' about two years ago, was very
simple. It was the desire to share them with a few dear friends, all
ladies, in a personal letter each month.

Some of these friends live alone, others have family duties. Some
live in isolated places, a few are housebound. There were a few, like
my own dear mother, who were very elderly and are now safe Home.

It may be, that in the kindness of the Lord, the simple words will
prove useful to others, unknown to me, but known to Him.

I. A. B.
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Prayer Before a Meal
Acts. 27:35.
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Paul's appeal to the imperial jurisdiction having rendered it necessary
that he should be sent to Rome, he was put on board a vessel, and
conveyed in it as far as one of the Lycian ports. There he was
transferred to a large Alexandrian corn-ship, which was bound for
Italy, though never permitted to reach its destination. Retarded from
the first by crosswinds, the sailors made so little way that it was soon
found needful to seek for a good winter anchorage. Tempted by a
favouring south breeze, they had left one haven, in hope of reaching
another more "commodious," when a fierce gale suddenly arose, and
swelled into so furious a tempest, that for fourteen days and nights the
ship was driven and tossed about at the caprice of the stormy winds and
surging waves. It was not a Jonah, however, - it was a Paul who trod
the deck. This herald of the cross was yet to preach its doctrines in
Caesar's city; and an angel appeared to him in the night-visions, saying,
"Lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee." From two to
three hundred lives were preserved for his sake, in answer probably to
his intercessions, and as an emblem and earnest of the better blessing
which would make him instrumental in spreading the word of
everlasting life, and thereby ministering to the salvation of millions of
undying souls. At length a cry of alarm was heard at midnight, - the
sounding lines were resorted to, - the vessel was found to be rapidly
nearing land, - anchors were cast out at the stern to avert her running
upon the rocks, and the break of day was eagerly watched for as the
crisis that must decide the safety or the doom of those on board. As
morning dawned, the apostle stood forth in their midst, and urged them
to seek strength for the toils of the day by invigorating their frames with
needful food. The encouragement conveyed by his words were
seconded by the calmness and self-possession manifested in his
example. "He took bread, and gave thanks to God in the presence of
them all; and, when he had broken it, he began to eat. Then were they
all of good cheer, and they also took some meat."

In this incident it is observable, first, that Paul's wonted act of
devotion was not laid aside on any trival pretext. This was a moment of
confusion, when many would have altogether forgotten to "say grace."
It was a moment of haste, when many would have considered its
omission excusable. But with Paul this was esteemed no mere_
meaningless ceremony, - no empty and external form, - no bare and
barren observance. He had first learned it as a duty binding by Jewish
tradition; but he now adhered to it as a custom sanctioned and endeared
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by his Master's unvarying example. In one of his subsequent epistles he
penned the words, "Every creature of God is good, and nothing to be
refused, if it be received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the
word of God and prayer;" he laid it down as a Christian duty that the
"meats which God hath created" are "to be received with thanksgiving
of them which believe and know the truth;" and in the line of conduct
which he pursued on this occasion, we perceive that not inward
gratitude only, but the external token and expression of it, was that
which he urged upon others, and which he observed in his own practice.
His heart ever delighted to find an errand to the mercy-seat, and his soul
longed for heavenly more than his body for earthly sustenance. All
might be in disorder around him, but all was in harmony, aH in order
between his God and his soul. Moments indeed were precious; but a
moment spent in prayer would no more be lost, than is that time wasted
which the mower devotes to whetting his scythe, or the scribe to
adjusting his quill. It was an occasion when special strength was needed;
and, therefore, the food which was to sustain it must have a special
blessing, and that blessing had to be sought by special prayer. It was,
moreover, a time when peculiar gratitude was due. There were thanks to
give, not merely for the food that was supplied, but for the lives that
had been so wondrously and graciously prolonged as to be able to
partake thereof.

Further: this act of worship was not instigated by any imminent sense
of danger. There are multitudes who, though ordinarily unmindful of
God, are ready enough to caH upon his name when peril threatens or
panic intimidates them. But at this time not a shadow of fear crossed
the apostle's mind. He fully believed what had been intimated to him by
the angelic messenger, and rested in the firm persuasion that not a hair
should faH from his own head, nor from the head of any of his feHow
voyagers. It was affection, not anxiety, - it was thankfulness, not
terror, - it was devotion, not dismay, - that winged this missive
heavenward. That is a questionable piety which selfishly starts up only
in the moment of exigency, and is fitfuHy evoked only by the recurrence
of alarm.

Another thought presents itself: this giving of thanks was not
suppressed through any fear of man. Paul gave thanks "in the presence
of them aH." He was surrounded by many men, doubtless of many
minds. The Romans, Greeks, Egyptians, and other heathens who might
be present, were strangers to the true God. The Jewish prisoners who
were under the centurion's care ignored that new but efficacious
"name" in which the Christian offered up his prayers. Luke and
Aristarchus - but probably they alone - would fuHy sympathise with
his feelings, and add their responsive Amen to his utterance. Yet in the
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midst of some hundred and seventy-three who differed from him in
religious faith, he fearlessly and unashamedly confessed before them all
his Saviour and his God. In so doing, he acted rightly and judiciously.
Any other course would have brought discredit on the truths he taught.
The Jew was accustomed, at the commencement of each meal, to utter
his ascription of praise to the "Lord God, the King of the universe, who
bringeth forth bread from the earth." The pagan knew what it was to
pour out his libation and offer his choice morsels by fire to the gods, ere
tasting the cup or entering on the repast. And eveu the philosophic
sceptic, who might sneer at the observance in itself, would own its
befittingness in one who held the tenets Paul was known to advocate.
Alas! that professors in our day should be so shy of intruding their
family habits of devotion on the guests who may be invited, or the
strangers who may be admitted to join their circle! They dread lest the
worldling should openly charge them with cant, but forget that they
give him occasion secretly and truly to accuse them of inconsistency.
They are apprehensive of repelling him by being godly overmuch; but
they oftener startle and stumble him by being less godly than he' had
reason to suspect. Let us beware of forgetting our high vocation as
witnesses for God. There is little danger of our light shining too
brightly. Though we may not perform our devotions in order to be seen
of men, let us never be found omitting them in order to avoid the notice
of a human eye. We are forbidden, it is true, to cast the pearl of gospel
truth before swine, and to give that which is holy to the dogs; but we
may not uncharitably look upon the majority of men as prepared to
trample it under foot, or as disposed to turn again and rend us for
offering them the unappreciated treasure. The world has in it many a
kind-hearted" Julius," capable of admiring the consistent development
of the true Christian character. Let us constantly and unobtrusively
follow the path of duty, and we shall not unfrequently find that we are
treated "courteously" and forbearingly, even by those who walk not
with us in the same road.

(from The Christian Treasury 1853)

King Edward VI, on the day of his coronation, was given three swords,
signifying that he was monarch of three kingdoms. The king said,
"There is one sword wanting." Asked what it was, he replied, "The.
Holy Bible, which is the sword of the Spirit. It is to be preferred before
these ensigns of royalty."

Thomas Watson
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Sermon
PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. G. J. COLLIER AT LINSLADE

STRICT BAPTIST CHURCH, 28th NOVEMBER 1982.

"That being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life. JJ Titus 3:7.

We have here in this part of the Word a tremendous subject. I think
that it is true to say that justification is at the very root and heart of all
the great work of God in salvation. It is the very foundation of all that
God performs and does, and if you and I would examine and come to
terms with the great matters of our salvation then we must delve into
and seek to discover and have a clearer grasp and understanding of this
tremendous doctrine, this great fact of justification.

There are two sides of religion and, while they are distinct, they are
inseparable. There is on the one hand the factual side of religion 
facts concerning real religion, basic things in a person's faith,
understanding and belief, and then on the other hand there is an
experimental side of it which they enter into and enjoy and receive and
gives rise to greater confidence and comfort. To put it in another way,
there is the doctrinal side of religion which is very important.

Then again, on the other side, there is the spiritual. These things are
distinct one from the other but they are inseparable. We cannot
therefore divide them or do without the one and think that we can do
well with the other.

Now let us try and think then what it is that Paul says here, "That
being justified by His grace." There are two words in our text which are
of great importance. We must just observe them as we enter upon this
subject. The first word is "being." "That being justified." Now in the
original Greek there is an aorist participle here which perhaps could
better be translated in this way, "That having been justified." It
suggests something that has taken place in the past, that this
justification is an accomplished fact and reality, "Having been justified
by His grace." Now we want to remember that, because we shall take
up that point in a few moments as we consider further this great subject.
Then the other word, "should," which represents a state of
development, the process, we might say, in which the believer spoken of
here as being a justified soul, develops, or is gradually brought into a
blessed state of realisation of heirship, sonship, with all the wonderful
attachments thereto, and all the privileges that are associated with it.
These two words, then, are exceedingly important and precious, and
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suggest that these people whom Paul is writing about have already been
justified and they are now going through a process of development and
establishment in the great privileges and knowledge of God.

Now let us think of those two things; they are very important
because, if you are a real believer, you have been justified. Your
justification is a thing of the past; it has been accomplished, and that is
a very wonderful thing, a very blessed thing and a great joy and comfort
to realise that this is the case, and if you therefore are a real justified
believer God has for you some great prospects, wonderful prospects.
He is going to bring you into the rich realisation of what it means to be
subjects of His kingly dominion and power. He is going to bring you
deeper and more and more into the possession of these blessings that are
only to be given to those who truly believe on the Name of God and in
the Name of Jesus Christ.

IMPORTANCE OF JUSTIFICAnON
Now, let us look at it in this way. Why is it necessary that there

should be such importance laid in the Scriptures upon the matter of
justification? We read this morning that wonderful chapter in Romans
which almost from the very beginning to the end deals with the great
subject of justification, and at the end of it you remember those great
words of the Apostle Paul concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, "Who" he
says, "was delivered for our offences but raised again for our
justification." So it evidently was necessary in the plans of God for His
own dear Son to do what He did and to die the death He did in order
that His people, God's chosen people, might be justified - the only
way they can be justified and unless they are justified they can never go
to heaven. That is the importance of this subject. It is so essential that
without it we can never stand before God; we can never have any hope
of coming into His presence; there will not be a shred of ground to
believe that we shall ever dwell in the glories of heaven and have our sins
completely pardoned and have any righteousness imputed to us by God
- no hope of any such thing whatsoever unless we are justified by God.
"Having been justified by His grace."

Now let us look at in this way. Why is it that justification is so
essential? Well, very plainly, because God is a just God. He can never
be anything otherwise than a just God and all that He does is just.
Abraham said, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Genesis
18:25). There can be no flexibility in the character of God. That is an
important thing to lay hold of. God cannot and certainly will not move
one iota from His glorious place of integrity. He is a just God and
everything He does is done in justice and in truth. How can God, then,
have any dealings with sinners? We see in the Bible how that one sin of
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one man turned that man out of Paradise and there was no opportunity
for that man to return. There was a flaming sword that turned every
way to bar man from the Paradise of God - one sin. But, as you know,
if you know anything of your own heart and life, and know that you are
full of sin. How then can God possibly look upon you, receive you, be
reconciled to you, bestow anything gracious upon your soul? How can
He ever receive you and bless you, seeing that He is a just God, with
inflexibility in all His justice and you are a sinner and you can never be
anything else but a sinner. You cannot blot out those sins of the past
and those sins of the future that will come, and they will come if your
life is spared. How then can these two extremes come together, God
who is so holy and righteous and you and me that are so unholy and
unrighteous and vile and sinful?

Now this comes to the heart of our subject. God, you see, was
determined before even the world was made to form a plan in His great
economy of salvation in which plan the ground of justification should be
made possible and made known whereby a poor sinner should be made
just in the sight of God and therefore be able to receive all the benefits
and the blessings and the mercies that God had in store for that soul.
Now how has He done it? People will say, "Surely God could make a
decree in heaven; He made wonderful decrees in heaven before the
world was made." True, but no decree in heaven would be sufficient to
change a sinner and to remove the guilt and filth and defilement from a
sinner. Sin deserves and demands full punishment and payment. People
think they will get away with it - they think God will forget their sin.
Years and years to come when they come to die they think He will have
forgotten all about their sins. They say they have forgotten about many
of them and God will surely forget them. But you know as well as I do
the sin that is committed demands from God complete punishment and
can never escape that punishment.

Now God therefore devised a glorious plan. "Being justified by His
grace." It is His grace that lays a foundation, that prepares the ground
whereby the Lord can receive sinners on the ground of justice as well as
on the ground of mercy.

We need God's mercy, and you need something else as well. You
need the justice of God to pronounce you as clean and just and
righteous. Now how can God do it and still retain His integrity, His
pure attribute of justice? How can He do it? By providing a Substitute.
By appointing a Substitute to take the place of the sinner, and that
Substitute is His own dear well beloved Son, Jesus Christ. You see this
is the very heart of the Gospel. The very substance and heart of the
Gospel is Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ having been appointed a
Substitute for all His people. Not only was He appointed but He was
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also wonderfully willing to come and suffer and endure all that He did
endure which includes the cross, despising the shame and pouring out
His soul unto death and laying down His life that His people might live.

SUBSTITUTION
Now what did that mean, a Substitute? It meant this, that God

transferred the sins of His people. He knew the number of them - they
were chosen by Him before the world was made and God transferred
the sins of everyone of these people to Christ and laid them upon Him
and charged them to Him and made Him pay the penalty for those sins
and to suffer all the pain that was due to those who had sinned and the
dear Redeemer sinned not; He was perfect and holy, separate from
sinners, but He as the Substitute received (imputed to Him by God His
Father) the sins of all His people, the church. What a wonderful truth
this is! You may not wonder then why people hate the doctrine of
substitution. They hate it because it takes away from them all the glory
of their salvation. They hate it because it puts the crown of glory of
salvation upon the right Head, upon the Head of Jesus, and it gives
Him all the honour and the glory which is due to His glorious and holy
Name. And I would say this if you are one of those people for whom
God did this great transaction you will want that the crown of glory
should be on no other head but on the head of Jesus Christ and that will
be your life's purpose and ambition to crown Him Lord of all.

Now we have, therefore, Christ as the Substitute. Now when was this
great transaction, when did it take place? I believe we shall be right in
saying that the believer was justified when Christ rose from the dead.
You see, Christ's resurrection from the dead proved that God had
accepted His sacrifice, and it also proved that all the sins that had been
laid upon Jesus as the Substitute had been dealt with and therefore
blotted out for ever from the mind and heart, if we may so say, of God
Himself. His resurrection was the great sign, the seal of the acceptance
by God the Father of the work of His dear Son Jesus. It was not an
unfinished work; it was a gloriously finished work that He had
performed on Calvary's cross. The last words He uttered were, "It is
finished" and He gave up the ghost, and then when He laid in that
tomb and rose on the first day of the week it was the seal, as it were, of
God's acceptance of all that He had accomplished and there and then
the souls of God's people were justified. That is where our justification
comes from, Christ's resurrection from the dead. You see this was
instantaneous - it was complete. Justification is very different from
sanctification. Justification is something that is instantaneously
performed. It is not an experience - it is an act of God and it was
performed without our knowledge. We had no part in it. We had no
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consciousness of the fact of it, as Paul says in his letter to the Romans,
"Justified freely by His grace". Now the Church of Rome, for instance,
say, men must go and perform good works to merit justification, and
become partly at least worthy of justification. But you know the great
Reformation came in on this very truth. Luther had been in the cell
laying his own body open to all kinds of rigorous pursuits that were
effectual in the extreme almost to bringing an end to his life, but he
suddenly read in the Hebrew Scriptures and in the Greek New
Testament, "The just shall live by faith," and that began the
Reformation. Light dawned upon that monk at Wittenburg and he saw
in a flash the truth of justification by faith. That is how wonderful God
is (when He begins to teach a sinner He teaches him or her sometimes in
a flash of the mind, the whole truth, wonderful truth about salvation)
and he saw in a flash how all this rigorous affliction of his own body
had no part whatever in salvation- it had no contribution to make to
salvation. Salvation was an accomplished thing for him because God
had justified Him by His grace freely without any consideration
whatsoever of man's doings, man's achievements. It was all by His
grace.

When I say this that justification is an instantaneous complete act of
God done without our knowledge, God does not leave it at that point.
There will come a time when at regeneration God brings home to the
sinner and applies to the sinner's heart and conscience the glorious
realities of his justification.

God's people no longer when grace comes into their hearts - live in
sin. They then begin to realise their justification has been completed all
by Jesus - then sin cannot really live. They cannot remain living any
longer in sin, but sin can and will live in them, but they will feel their
need day by day to be pardoned and freed and given strength to
overcome that sin. It will make their lives a daily contact with God. It
will make it an utter necessity to seek to be cleansed in that fountain
open for sin and uncleanness. They will realise how dependent they are
more and more as the days go by upon God and upon His grace 
how they have no strength in themselves. They must look to the Lord to
guide them and to hold them up, in the path of life, to give them daily
strength sufficient for their need; all this wonderful occupation is the
outcome of the realisation of having justification communicated to the
conscience. Then again God declares it at the resurrection of Christ and
He declares it in the conscience at regeneration (we none of us can tell
always exactly the moment of our regeneration) but we shall know
sooner or later after regeneration has taken place that we have been
justified by Christ, by His death, His righteousness, by the wonderful
love of His heart that enabled Him to die for such sinners as we.
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THE OUTCOME OF JUSTIFICATION
One of the great attendants or attachments to justification is peace.

"Being therefore justified by faith we have peace with God." Romans
5: 1 Now that is one of the glorious attachments to justification. Peace
- and what a wonderful thing that is. Peace with God, peace,
reconciliation with God. There is no longer any war between the two 
we are not at enmity now with heaven. We are QO longer at peace with
hell as we were in nature's darkness, and we were content to continue in
that condition - at enmity with everything that was godly and
gracious, but now through justification we have peace with God. And
we are reconciled by the blood of Jesus Christ - perfectly in harmony
with God - we are one with Him and He is our God and we are His
subjects.

Then another attachment or result of justification is this, we have
access, access to God. Perhaps you have not thought of that. Have you
ever felt yourself to come really near to God and been able to pour out
your heart to Him and felt sure that He has listened and received your
cries? If so, you have this one great seal and proof that you are a
justified sinner, because only through justification sinners have access
to God - no-one else has. God could not receive or listen to the cries of
a person who is not justified, who are not partakers of that wonderful
transaction of the dying Son of God Who bore the curse for all His
church in His own body on the tree. If they are not partakers of that
they can never have access to God now. Now that is an important point.
If you would prove your justification then examine how much and how
real is your access to God - how real is it? Have you really got in touch
with Him? Have you found Him at the throne of grace to be a God that
smiles mercifully and graciously into your soul and deals with your
case?

And then, finally, another attachment or result is this. It says in the
Epistle to the Romans that we glory in tribulation also, and it means
this, that even trouble can be turned right round to be beneficial when
we are justified in the sight of God. God will not permit anything to
come into the lives of His own children that is going to destroy them or
damage them or cause them to be separated from Himself - no. He
says and Paul says, "We glory in tribulation because the power of
Christ rests upon us," upon those who are under tribulation but are
justified sinners. Yes, we glory in tribulation also.

Finally, the result of justification is heaven - heaven at last. No-one
but a justified soul can ever enter into heaven. The Lord tells us very
clearly nothing can ever enter there that defileth and sin is an unclean
thing, but God's justification by His grace clears the sinner from all
guilt and when he enters heaven there is not a moiety of sin left upon
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him. It is all forgiven, all gone in that rich, wondrous fountain open for
sin and for uncleanness. Jesus, the Lord of life and glory has taken our
sin and carried it away.

We are justified by His grace and made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

A Troubled Mind
and Conscience

The widespread changes at present taking place in many churches are
acceptable and pleasurable to some but unacceptable and stressful to
others. The writer of "A troubled mind and conscience" is known
personally to the Editor and the narrative is offered in the hope that it
may help and encourage anyone who has to pass through similar
stressful circumstances.

You had watched your church going through a process of radical
change over a period of two or three years: the majority thought the
changes were for the better, but you, in the minority, thought they were
for the worse. Sometimes you sat at worship feeling out of it, and
irritated by new ways which you thought erroneous, trivial or even
blasphemous; in fact at times you became so irritated and angry that
you realised that this service became an occasion of sin to you and soon
you decided not to attend that type of service. This decision brought
you a measure of relief but you knew that you were now spending less
time in God's house, and that brought sadness. Sometimes you came
away from church feeling that you had not worshipped at all; you had a
strange sense of dissatisfaction.

Practically everybody was pleased with the changes and there was
hardly anyone who thought as you did, you felt lonely, isolated and
troubled. Every week there seemed to be some new thing, some
experiment, some innovation, or simply something good left out. The
people, you thought, loved change, welcomed change, demanded
change, while you felt that all you wanted or needed were two decent
orderly services on Sunday and a mid-week Bible study and prayer
meeting. You began to sense that others looked upon you as not only
traditional but extreme and soon you began to question your own
stand. With so many going that way can I be right to stand here? Am I
being unreasonable? Have these people got real vision? Have I no
vision? These new methods of evangelism and worship were designed to
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draw people in, they gave a measure of entertainment along with
preaching and you thought that this was not according to scripture. You
sensed that people were saying: 'Well don't you want people to be
saved?'

Although you had strong temptations to anger and bitterness at times
you knew that you still loved the innovators and considered them to be
your friends but there were fewer and fewer occasions when you could
walk with them or follow them. You looked upon them sometimes as
vandals destroying that which was good and beautiful and bringing in
the trivial and superficial. You looked into the New Testament and
found nothing of dance, drama, mime or jokes: you could not imagine
Paul, Barnabas or Timothy rehearsing for a play. How you longed for
your church to follow the Bible, but they followed the world. As time
went by you became more and more burdened, sometimes you woke
early in the morning greatly troubled in mind; sometimes you prayed
late into the night. Daily you asked the Lord to show you His way, what
you must do, where you must go. For months on end there was no clear
answer, no real light on the problem. But as you lived and time passed
you believed that God did care and that He was watching over you and
quietly leading you: sometime He would show you what to do. He was
giving you grace to trust Him, and He gave you an assurance that your
stand and your walk were right.

Your conscience was troubled and perplexed but it kept you on the
chosen path. There was a peace amongst the turmoil. God was good to
you all along. Sometimes you could not talk to anyone, but you could
always talk to the Lord, and how He listened and sent you comfort!
There were so few who thought as you thought, but there were some
people not far away who did, and up and down the country, here and
there, there were many more. God in His loving kindness and tender
mercy enabled you to meet with them in fellowship. Looking back you
see the good hand of God was upon you.

You had spoken critically of worldly and unscriptural activities and
had absented yourself from them; now you found it impossible to
understand the complexities of your conscience. After all your minister
had a conscience too, he knew far more of the Bible and theology than
you, other friends had a conscience, but your minister and your friends
were walking along paths on which you dare not tread. God seemed to
be saying, 'you don't need to understand your conscience, simply obey
it. '

Your strictness and apparent rigidity caused others to comment, no.
one directly called you a Pharisee or 'holier than thou' but it was
implied on a number of occasions and questions arose again. Am I a
Pharisee? Am I, by my opposition to new methods of evangelism and
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worship making it more difficult for men to enter into the Kingdom of
God? You went to the scriptures and studied the characteristics of the
Pharisees and honestly searched your heart. You suffered much anguish
of mind and heart for months on end and there was little relief, but
overall you experienced a peace and an assurance that God was with
you, that He understood and that He kept you in His love.

Time passed and conditions at church did not improve, you became
less and less happy and had no peace of mind or conscience. You
considered a move but to whom could you talk or with whom could you
discuss the matter. Your own minister would encourage you to stay,
another minister would encourage you to leave. So you talked to God
who had promised to direct your paths.

Man is often impatient with God, for He appears to move so slowly
and delay His answer to questions and petitions: but God is wise and
good and has ALL knowledge, man's need in all these difficulties is to
trust Him and wait for Him. Soon the Lord led you to a friend in
distant parts who listened, encouraged and advised, and you felt
reassured and strengthened.

Before very long it happened rather suddenly: you were sitting in
church before a service and came under a strong conviction that you
were to leave the fellowship: your reaction was one of a sense of lostness
and homelessness, where would you go? This time God acted quickly in
comfort and opened to you the last two verses of Psalm 34, He said
'The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that
trust in Him shall be desolate'. The feeling of desolation was
immediately dispelled. How merciful is God!

Soon you left the church where at one time you had been happy and
now you are churchless, uncertain where you will go and how soon you
will be able to put down your roots once more. You are wary of other
churches, things seem so unstable and even some of the best churches
are beginning to compromise. People come up with the old cliche,
'you'll never find the perfect church', but you have not been looking for
such a church, you have looked only for one in which you could
worship with peace of mind and conscience.

What of the future? You have passed through rough waters and God
has been with you all the time, His good hand has been upon you and
none of His promises have failed. So take courage my soul, trust in the
Lord for ever. The best is yet to come, for you are a pilgrim and beloved
of God.

SECEDER



The Gospel Magazine

ESTHER
STEPHEN V. REES (Grace Baptist Church, Stockport)
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The book of Esther is one of my favourite books of Scripture.
Matthew Henry's apt comments have often been quoted: 'though the
name of God be not in it, the finger of God is, directing many minute
events for the bringing about of his people's deliverance. The
particulars are not only most surprising and very entertaining, but
edifying and very encouraging to the faith and hope of God's people in
the most dangerous and difficult times .. '. The book speaks of God's
providential care for all of His people and especially for those members
of His people who seem to be backslidden and to have compromised
with the world.

THE PEOPLE WHO STAYED BEHIND
When in 588 Jerusalem fell and the inhabitants were taken captive to

Babylon, they already had God's promise that one day they would
return. They were told to settle down in Babylon, to 'build houses and
live in them, plant gardens and eat their produce'. (Jer.29: 4-7). But
they were warned always to remember that their true home was
Jerusalem. One day they would return. (Jer.29: 10-14). They were not
to put down such deep roots in Babylon that they forgot their home.
That warning was soon forgotten. In 538 Cyrus issued his decree
inviting the Jews to go home. Only a small minority went. (Their story
is told in the books of Ezra an Nehemiah.) The great majority were not
prepared to leave the comfortable life they had built for themselves in
exile. As Matthew Henry says again, 'they had not enough zeal for
God's house and the holy land and city, to carry them through the
difficulties of a removal thither..'. They preferred life in exile to the
hardships and deprivations involved in rebuilding God's work. The
book of Esther is the story of God's care for these people, believers
sunk deep in apathy and worldliness. It tells how God acted to protect
them from their enemies and to win them back to a living dependence
on himself.

IN THE COURT OF XERXES (Esther ch 1 . 2:4)
Our story opens in the court of Ahasuerus or Xerxes, the great king

of Persia. (The Persians had conquered Babylon and annexed the
Babylonian Empire) It is set in the city of Susa where Xerxes had his
winter palace. There Xerxes is giving a banquet for all his nobles. It is a
sumptuous affair! Xerxes' intention is to show off the vast wealth of
his kingdom and the splendour and glory of his majesty (l: 4). The
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Lord had other plans! It was the Lord's majesty that was going to be
displayed to the world.

On the seventh day of the feast the king called for his wife. He had
many subordinate wives but Vashti was his Queen: famous for her
beauty - one of his most prized possessions! She refused to come.
Perhaps she resented being shown off by the king as a walking status
symbol! (A feminist before her time?) The king was furious. His Queen
had made a fool of him in public. Not only that: he was worried. From
chapter 1 verse 17 we might guess that he was aware of a trend towards
'women's liberation': a trend that would be encouraged sharply by
Vashti's action. The king had to act and act quickly. Calling for his
counsellors, he drew up plans. Vashti must be divorced and disgraced
and a successor found. The search for a new queen began.

God was working out his purpose. God controls social trends. He
controls chance events. He controls human personalities. The king's
capricious anger; the queen's determined stubbornness; the counsellors'
careful flattery: all was under the sovereign hand of God. He works all
these things together for the good of those who love him, who are the
called according to his purpose. Among the girls taken to the palace was
a young Jewess called Esther: the adopted daughter of a minor palace
official called Mordecai.

MORDECAI'S MISTAKE (2: 5 - 2: 18)
We must be clear. Mordecai should never have allowed it to happen. He
should have been prepared to die before handing his daughter over to
Xerxes' harem. It was forbidden by God. The law said clearly that no
Israelite should ever give his daughter in marriage to a heathen. Not
only that but the terms of the 'marriage' were the most humiliating and
degrading possible. Esther must submit herself for a single night to the
lust of the king. If she happened to please him, she might be elevated to
be his wife. If not, she must take her place as one of the rejected women
of the royal harem, despised and lonely. In either case Mordecai is
allowing her to enter an utterly ungodly society. How could she keep the
sabbath in that household? How could she refuse to bow before the
King's gods? How could she maintain any spiritual life, cut off from the
people of God? How could she bring up her children in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord?

From every point of view Mordecai's actions seem bewildering. How
could a loving father choose to submit his daughter to the whims of a
man like Xerxes? Readers with strong nerves may wish to read
Herodotus's account (book 9) for a picture of the king's brutal and
capricious behaviour towards the various women in his life. Vashti was
not alone in discovering how short-lived the king's infatuations could
be.
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How could Mordecai fall into such sin? The answer is clear.
Mordecai should not have been there in Susa. He had already made his
decision. He had opted for comfort, prosperity, status, rather than the
advancement of God's kingdom. Now he must accept the values of the
world for which he had opted. Worldly influence and status had
become more important to him than the law of God. His actions in the
matter of Esther were consistent with his priorities. No doubt he
believed that he was 'doing the best' for the daughter he loved. He
wanted her to be rich and pow~rful and famous. He was more
concerned that she should be surrounded by wealth and comfort than
that she should live surrounded by godly influences. The opportunity
was too good to miss!

How many Christian parents make the same mistake! Without
realising it they have come to accept the values of the society around
them. Good career, nice home: these are the things that preoccupy
them. These things have become more important to them than the
sacrificial work of building the house of God. Their great concern for
their children is that they should have all the advantages the world can
offer: the right education, the right home, the right accent. They may,
for example move home for the sake of promotion or the children's
education. No matter that there is no gospel church in the area to which
they move. No matter that their children will grow up without Christian
fellowship. They'll 'get by' travelling once a week thirty miles to the
nearest church!

THE GATHERING STORM (2: 19 - 3: 15)
One compromise leads to another. Mordecai has decided to allow

Esther to enter the life of the palace. Now he must go further. He
forbids her to reveal her Jewish identity in case it hinders her chances of
advancement. (2: 10) Worldly promotion it seems, has become more
important to them both than the upholding of God's name and honour.
Furthermore, she must be prepared to accept the lifestyle of the palace.
She must eat the special foods offered to her in the harem. (2: 9) The
law of God prohibited the eating of any food not declared to be 'clean'.
Esther must not allow such 'petty scruples' to hinder her chances. What
a contrast to Daniel and his friends who in similar circumstances
refused the food from the king's table!

A wicked king; a backslidden believer - can the Lord really be
working out his purposes by the alliance of two such people as Xerxes
and Esther? We know the answer. The Lord gives Esther favour in the 
eyes of the king and he takes her as his Queen. (2: 15-18). Not only that,
but Mordecai, sitting at the king's gate, providentially overhears and



40 The Gospel Magazine

reveals the eunuchs' plot against the king. (2: 19-23). The Lord's hand is
clear and thus far everything seems to be going well. No doubt
Mordecai felt his actions had been justified.

His peace of mind did not last long. He soon began to discover the
difficulties involved in trying to live as a believer in the fashionable
world. The world in which he is moving is a world where success is
dependant on flattering the right people. Mordecai wants his position of
honour as a royal official (he is, apparently, one of the king's servants
who were at the king's gate: ch3: 2). Equally, he knows he cannot give
to Haman - the king's vizier - the obsequious flattery he demands.

The problem, of course, was of Mordecai's own making. If his
priorities had been right from the start it would never have arisen. He
would have been far away, working on the wall of Jerusalem! He has
opted for a place in the fashionable world; now that world is
demanding that he conforms to its values.
The world is merciless in its dealings with the man who refuses to
conform. Haman's fury is directed not just against Mordecai but
against 'all the Jews'. He is determined to destroy them all. The whole
Jewish nation must be exterminated - not just the community in Susa
but also the faithful remnant working to rebuild Jerusalem. All the
opposition they had faced in the past had failed to deter them (the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell the story). Now, Satan's cunning
brings a fresh attack from the most unexpected direction. The whole
work of God may come to an end.

Haman sets in motion his evil plot. He uses the tools which the
enemies of God's people have always used - bribery and slander. The
accusations he takes to the king are a cunning mixture of truth and
falsehood. Without question or hesitation thc king gives permission for
a whole nation to be exterminated. The decree is made and the day
appointed. Israel is to be destroyed. Is God still in control?

GOD'S GREAT STRATEGY (chapter 4)
Yes. God is working all things together according to his purpose. But
what is that purpose? God's purpose is to save his people from their sins
and to sanctify them to himself. When Mordecai and his fellow-Jews
hear the king's decree they are horrified. At last these backslidden
believers are driven to seek God. Clothed in sackcloth, they proclaim a
fast and weeping, cry to the Lord.

Queen Esther however, knows nothing of all this. She has not even
heard of the decree. She has no idea what is distressing Mordecai. He
cannot communicate with her directly. She has no contact with her
fellow-Jews nor can she share their desperation. Mordecai had
imagined that from her position of power she would be able to give
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help. He is appalled to discover that her only concern is for herself.
What a tragic picture! Mordecai has gained his ambition for his
daughter; now he finds that he has lost her in the process. (How many
christian parents make the same tragic discovery!) Esther still feels the
bonds of natural affection for Mordecai, but she cannot appreciate his
concern for the future of God's people.

But God is at work in her life too. He intends to break through her
hardened selfishness. Reverently, we may say that he is backing her into
a corner where she too will be forced to turn to him. 'Don't think' says
Mordecai, 'that in the king's palace you alone of the Jews will escape. If
you keep silent, salvation for the Jews will come from elsewhere - but
you will perish ... ' What is Esther to do? If she goes to the king she is
liable to lose her life. If she does not, Mordecai will betray her to the
authorities. (That, surely is the implication of his words.) Either way
her situation is desperate. Unless God intervenes she is doomed. The
pursuing grace of God has caught up with her! We see it in her urgent
desire that the people of God should join in fasting and prayer for her.
In the past she joined with the princes of Persia in their feasts (2: 18);
now she is united with the people of God in their fasting. In God's great
strategy, Haman's plot has been used to bring God's people to
repentance and to set them praying!

GOD'S PERFECT TIMING (chs 5 & 6)
The Jewish fast continued for three days. In the past Esther had been
concerned to win the king's favour by her own attractions enhanced by
the palace 'beauty treatment'. (2: 12-13). Now, her outlook has
changed. Naturally speaking, the three days of fasting would, if
anything, impair her beauty. Her confidence is in God and when she
comes into the king's presence she is supported by the prayers of
thousands of God's people.

Their prayers were answered. God does direct the king's heart
wherever He pleases (Prov 21: 1). Imagine the relief and joy in Esther's
heart when she saw the king's sceptre extended to her. Why did she not
present her request immediately? I am not sure. Perhaps her 'feminine
intuition' told her the time was not right. In any case we can be sure that
a divine wisdom was directing her steps. That night the king could not
sleep. He asks for the chronicles of his reign to be read to him. He hears
again the account of how Mordecai the Jew had prevented the eunuchs'
conspiracy against him. Haman is at court first thing next morning,
eager to speak to the king about arrangements for Mordecai's death.
The king is full of his plan to reward the unnamed 'man whom he
delights to honour'. The story that follows is surely one of the most
amusing passages of Scripture. Haman in his vanity can only assume
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that the king is referring to him. He finds that he has volunteered to
proclaim Mordecai's honour to the whole city!

It is not merely an amusing story, however. It stands firstly as a
testimony to God's great patience - even towards such a man as
Haman. What clearer evidence could he have of the Lord's sovereign
power? Again, it is testimony to God's perfect timing. At this crucial
point the king has been given a sharp reminder of the loyalty of his
Jewish subjects. Not only that but he has publicly declared his desire to
honour Mordecai the Jew (6: 10). Surely Esther now has every reason to
think that the king will give sympathetic ear to her plea for the Jewish
nation.

How hardened Haman must have been! Even his wife could see his
folly. (6: 12-13). Vanity blinds men. Even now, secure in his confidence
that he is the royal favourite, Haman is sure that his hour of victory is at
hand. He looks forward'with eager anticipation to the queen's banquet!

GOD'S HOUR OF RECKONING (chs 7-9)
At last Esther is ready with her request. The king, infatuated with her

beauty is ready to grant it. I wonder what request he was expecting. He
certainly was not expecting the words he heard. ' .. If it please the king,
let my life be given to me at my petition and my people at my request 
we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed!' 'Who' cries the king
'would dare to do this?' 'A foe and an enemy' answers the queen '-this
wicked Haman!'.

Choking with anger, the king rushes from the room. Haman rushes
to the queen's couch to beg for his life. The king re-enters to find his
vizier apparently assaulting his wife! Haman is dragged away to be
hanged on the gallows he has built for Mordecai. God's hour of
reckoning had struck!

The decrees of the Medes and Persians were irrevocable. Esther was
well aware that even now there could be no reversing of the edict for the
destruction of the Jews. But she could persuade the king to issue a
second edict allowing the Jews to defend themselves. That edict went
out. Many Persians recognised in it the hand of God. 'Many' we are
told ' .. declared themselves Jews, for the fear of the Jews had fallen
upon them .. ' (8: 17). God had an evangelistic purpose in the events of
the day.

When the appointed day of destruction for the Jews came, it became
a day when the enemies of Israel were everywhere destroyed. Not only
that, but the following day too was appointed as a day for the Jews to
punish those who had plotted against them. Haman's sons suffered the
same fate as their father and everywhere those who hated God's people
were overthrown. The Jews, we are glad to note, would not touch the
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plunder (9: 10,15): their concern was for justice - and justice was
done.

THE IRRESISTIBLE GOD (ch 10)
Xerxes was a great king - and the writer of the book is not afraid to

admit it. (l0: 1-2). Mordecai too became a great man, universally
honoured. (v 3) But neither Xerxes nor Mordecai is the hero of the
story. We have seen throughout the hand of the God who in sovereign
power protects his people. Not only that but He is the God who changes
them and turns their sorrow into gladness. The feast of Purim was
instituted not to celebrate Xerxes' greatness but God's salvation. (9:
20-22) How rich this book is in its teaching! How much we need its
words of warning and encouragement. It speaks so clearly to those of us
who are becoming entangled by worldly ambitions for ourselves or our
children. It warns us of the tragic consequences that can result. It calls
us to immediate repentance. It speaks too, however, to those who are
already experiencing the bitter consequences of such worldliness. It
assures us that it is not too late! It promises that as we repent, God is
able to take up even the sins we have committed and to work out the
whole situation for our blessing and His own glory. How good is the
God we adore.

BOOK REVIEWS

FAITH, The Gift of God. Tom Wells. Banner of Truth Pp 156.
£1.75.

The impression is often given, and sometimes explicitly claimed, by
popular evangelists, that faith is a natural function, and within the
ability of every man. This book is a much needed corrective to that.
Tom Wells, a preacher and writer in Ohio, presents the teaching of the
New Testament as a whole, rather than basing his argument on texts out
of context, and in conversational style, full of homely and everyday
experiences, leads us to the conclusion that faith is indeed the gift of
God.

Man has not the power to overcome his hatred of God, his blindness,
his deafness. He is helpless. "The law barks orders to the troops, but
the troops prove listless". Man has a Free Will, his mechanism for
making choices is intact. But man's problem is difficult. It is in his,
disposition, for he loves himself and hates God.

The New Birth is illustrated by a christmas tree decorated. It is a dead
tree sparkling with bright colours and lights. Conversion is not like that.
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As in Paul's experience there is an inner change in the man himself, a
new birth to righteousness. Man does nothing towards his birth, it is life
from the dead.

He then discusses the origin of faith. It comes from the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Spirit in giving life, makes it certain that
faith will follow; which is saying that faith in Christ is God's gift. He
then goes on to define faith as trust in a person, involving
understanding, belief, and commitment.

The concept of "a biblical faith" is then discussed. The Bible gives us
just what we need to come to faith in God and Christ, for faith in a
person is a habitual reliance on what that person says. "It is the great
acts of God which produce faith". True he says, but why? Because they
are explained to us in God's Word. The Bible outlines for us the claims
of Christ, but only a new heart can make Christ attractive to man. So
the question is, have I a new Heart? I can only tell by my attitude to
Christ. Is it repentance and faith?

The chapter "True Faith and False", discusses the problem of
professed faith which turns out to be unstable. Christ Himself faced the
same problems and explained them in the parable of the sower, here
carefully expounded.

Finally, Why should faith be a gift? So that man might only boast in
the cross of Christ, His creative power,and the grace of God. To close
is "The Two Roads", a Gospel call.

This is an excellent publication and deserves wide circulation-it is
sound theology simplified for all.

W.].P.

The Force of Truth. Thomas Seot!. Banner of Truth Trust. Pp. 127.
£1.50.

I write this review of the Force of Truth with more than usual
pleasure, for it was the earlier edition by the Sovereign Grace Union.
which, together with the writings of Wm. Parks, considerably
enlightened my young life with the doctrines of Grace.

A modern introduction by ]. E. Marshall helps to set the background
with a brief outline of Scott's life. He was surrounded with Christian
opportunity, as Chaplain to the Lock hospital in London, as the first
secretary of the Church Missionary Society, and as Vicar of A,ton
Sandford. He wrote five volumes of theological works which are
precious relics to-day, but his continuing literary fame rest, on thi,
autobiography, and on his Commentary on the whole Bible, which wa,
widely popular for over a century. His style was blunt enough
sometimes to give offence. as were many of the other early Evangelical
preachers, particularly in the North. It was their only weapon to break
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through the complacency of the times. In a letter. Scott said. "There are
above two thousand inhabitants in this town. almost all Calvinists. even
the most debauched of them; .. ,.and in an awful manner have learned
to abuse gospel notions to stupify their consciences. vindicate their
sloth. and shield off conviction."

This volume is in three parts. The first part explains his pre
conversion state of mind from his upbringing. and during the time after
his ordination. The second part describes the change in his sentiments
brought about by his meeting the Rev. John Newton. the curate of the
neighbouring parish of Olney. He describes how Newton gradually led
him on. not only in doctrinal truth. but also in pastoral care and
Christian outlook on life. to the blessing of his own parishioners also.
Point by point his carnal mind resisted the doctrines of grace. but once
the work of grace was started in his sou!. the Holy Spirit led him on till
he was fully convinced of all the "Five Points". preaching the same.
and his ministry made a blessing to all his hearers. The third part is his
own reflections on his narrative. He explains that his change came
about by prayer. based upon the Scriptures alone. as he sought the truth
from God. He also discussed the place of enthusiasm. with which the
Evangelicals in those days were charged.

In the course of this volume many names and ideas are mentioned.
such as Socinianism. Arianism. Pelagianism. etc. Happily. there are
ample footnotes in this edition explaining all these. and thus making the
book understandable to those not familiar with the history of Christian
thought.

We hope this book will have a very wide circulation.
W..J.P.

Outlines of Theology. A.A. Hodge, Banner of Truth Trust. 678pp,
£7.50.

The author A. A. Hodge (1823 - 1886) was the son of Charles Hodge,
author of a three volume "Systematic Theology" and doubtless owed
much to him, indeed he acknowledges his indebtedness. Or. A. A.
Hodge was himself one of the greatest professors of Princeton
Theological Seminary in the U.S.A.

"Outlines of Theology" is well described as "a repository of digested
material for doctrinal instruction" in the form of questions and answers
on matters of Christian belief. This method has the advantage of
breaking the subject into sections making it more easy to grasp.

Peter urges us to give a reason for the hope that is within us, this
book will help to clarify our thinking and be the better able to speak a
word in season.

M.H.
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More Miracles of Jesus. B. A. Ramsbottom. Gospel Standard Trust
Publications. £1.85 (including postage).

Here are ten New Testament stories of the miracles of Jesus, retold
by the Minister of Bethel Strict Baptist Church, Luton. It is a hardback
with traditional style and format, full page coloured illustrations for
each story, very reverent, with no pictures of Jesus. One further thing I
appreciated was the peace and kindness on the faces of the characters.
This is very important for young children! Mr Ramsbottom has written
a number of books for children, and they are all very commendable.

W.J.P.
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