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The Gospel Magazine

Editorial
At the beginning of a New year I would draw your attention to the lovely

phrase in Isaiah 42:4 "He shall not fail". What an arresting subject for
contemplation - the Unfailing Christ! You and I may fail, we may be
discouraged and falter, but He never fails.

The Lord Jesus Christ did not fail in the grand work of redemption that
He came to accomplish. It is written of Him that He set His face like a
flint to go to Jerusalem, and like a flint His face remained to the end; He
never flinched or turned aside.

He will not fail to accomplish the work of grace in His people. The Apostle
Paul had the utmost confidence concerning the fulfilment of God's purpose
in the believing soul - "He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil.1:6). He who lays the foundation
stone may be relied upon to fix the coping stone, He never fails.

He will not fail because He is unchanging. All that He was yesterday,
He is today. All that He has been, He will for ever be. Of Him it is
written "Thou art the same and Thy years shall not fail" (Heb.l:12)

He never fails in patience. How patient He was with the disciples -
how provoking they could be - yet He dealt tenderly and patiently with
them. He never fails in love, and there is nothing that can separate us from
the love of Christ Romans 8:35-39. He will not fail us in life or in death.

With your responsibility and care, with your problem and anxiety, you
can trust Him absolutely. He will not fail. Other helpers may fail and
comforts flee but the unfailing Christ never forsakes.

Irt this text of Scripture impart courage and confidence and may we prove
in our daily experience - "He faileth not".
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ttThou art the mantt
A sermon preached by the Editor

"And Nathan said unto David. "Thou art the man. " 2 Sanuel l2:7

The Scripture never conceals the faults of its noblest men. The Bible is
completely honest in the account which it gives of the exploits and the
activities of its leading characters. There is never any attempt to excuse
or minimise the seriousness of their failings or their sins. So we are given
the picture of Noah in the early chapters of Genesis and, great man that
he was, a man that was moved by faith to build an ark to the saving of
his house, yet the Bible does not gloss over the fact that Noah sinned
grievously and that he was drunk and you remember what happened as a
result. Then remember Abraham is given such a wonderful character in
the Old and in the New Testaments; he is spoken of as the friend of God
and yet there came a day when Abraham practised deception and did not
tell the whole truth. Or you remember Moses and what a great man he was.
He was described as the meekest man upon the earth but he was not weak.
The two things are not synonymous, and yet there came a day when Moses
let fly with his temper and again you know the result.

Here in this incident that we are to look at we have David's black and
inexcusable and aggravated transgression given in its naked ugliness. Go
back over the story for a minute and think of David's sin, that which caused
Nathan to say, "Thou art the man." His sin was a breach of the
commandment in more ways than one, "Thou shalt not covet thy
neighbour's wife; thou shalt do no murder" and there David sinned
grievously but it was not altogether a sudden fall. If you will read the
narrative in the previous chapter you will frnd there are at least three
contributory factors. First of all there was that of prosperity; everything
he undertook seemed to prosper and nothing failed. Prosperity is sometimes
very dangerous to the soul. It leads to pride and self-sufficiency. Have we
not got a proverb which says "It is difficult to carry a full cup," and that
is very true in the spiritual realm. Then David succumbed to worldliness.
He began to forget God and to love worldly things and it was not for nothing
that in after days John the Apostle of love was inspired to write, "Love

not the world neither the things that are in the world. " Then the third thing
was self indulgence and how he gave vent to that. The same Apostle John
speaks of ' 'the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life, ' '

and there it is in the story of David, and you can sum up David's
transgression in this way. First, there were wandering eyes and then he
had wanton eyes and then weeping eyes. But his sin had its beginning in
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idleness and inactivity. We were brought up on a saying that "Satan always
finds tasks for idle hands to do, " and it is very true. It was a time of war
and the others had gone out to fight but David stayed at home. He was
content to send a deputy to the battlefield, but if only David had marched
out of Jerusalem at the head of his army this incident with Bathsheba might
never have happened. So there is David and if you read carefully the previous
chapter you will trace his downward steps and these are the very words;
"David saw", "he enquired", "he sent", "he took" and all the while
it was a downward trend. The same was true of Lot, the nephew of faithful
Abraham, he looked toward Sodom and he saw it was a good pasture land
and well-watered, plenty of grass, ideal in every way. That was all that
entered into his head, to get a quick return for his money, so he looked
toward Sodom and then the next thing we read is that he pitched his tent
toward Sodom, and then the third stage, he took up residence within the
city and before long he was elected to the oversight of the city and you
will remember with what disastrous consequences, it all began, as with
David, with an envious look.

David, sinned and God now seeks to bring David back to repentance and
he uses Nathan, and Nathan told that most moving and yet so simple a
parable. It was about a wealthy and greedy man who had an unexpected
visitor and although he had got plenty of animals and plenty of his own,
that would not do. He would go and take the pet lamb of a poor man and
kill it and provide that for the sustenance of his unexpected visitor. What
a skilful story it was and David was chivalrous and generous and
compassionate and when he heard this terrible story, this story of meanness
and heartlessness and selfishness, his indignation knew no bounds and he
declared in v.5 "As the Lord liveth the man that hath done this thing shall
surely die, and shall restore the lamb fourfold because he did this thing
and because he had no pity," and he had no sooner got that great speech
out of his mouth than Nathan rose to the attack and said, "Thou art the
man." Like some sharp spear point this short sentence went through the
armour right to the very heart of David. Oh with what great skill Nathan
exposed the king's transgression! The blunt condemnation might have cost
the prophet his life. What a brave man he was! "Thou art the man."
Spurgeon says, "This parable was full of wisdom and the application was
full of courage. " "Thou art the man. " David was very quick to condemn
and how quick we are in discerning and condemning the sins of others and
we can be strangely blind to our own faults and it's altogether easy to have
a double standard, a standard that we set up for others, and woe betide them
if they do not come up to it, but we let ourselves off. We find extenuating
circumstances, and so, in effect, we have a double standard. That was so
with David. He blazed up and righteously condemned the man who had
stolen the lamb because he had no pity, but up to that point David never
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thought of himself or of his crime as cruel or mean or selfish but God's
servant, Nathan, tore down the veil and showed him the ugly thing and
said, "Thou art the man." And it needed the prophet to do that and to do
it with divine authority to penetrate through the self conceit and the ignorance
of the king.

Is not this exactly what the Gospel does when it comes with power to
a man or woman? It pierces the conscience. It kindles a sense of sin, and
God often begins a work of grace by a solemn word saying, "Thou art
the man; thou art the woman."

l.et us look first of all at David's penitence. Look at v.13. What simplicity
of words! "I have sinned against the Lord," and it is interesting there are
only two words in the Hebrew for "I have sinned against the Lord" -
two words only in the original, but enough to revolutionise a man's whole
life, because here is the beginning of restoration, "I have sinned against
the Lord. " Now it was no easy thing for David and it took him a very long
time to get there - indeed we read a year passed since his transgression
and afterwards he was to put his thoughts into the 51st Psalm and in the
32nd Psalm he says, 'lWhen I kept silence my bones waxed old through
my roaring all the day long, For day and night Thy hand was heavy upon
me. My moisture is turned into the drought of summer". Or to change the
metaphor and the element, the frost that had bound his soul melted away;
conviction came from the Spirit of God and God's message came as the
powerful searchlight which revealed the blackness and the wickedness of
his deed. God never excuses sin, and David saw himself then as he truly
was not in his own eyes but in the eyes of God who searches to the very
depths of a man's being. He realised then just how far he had fallen and
Nathan reminded him that the greater our blessings the blacker our sins
become. But notice his penitence, "I have sinned against the Lord." There
must be individual dealings with God if we would know His forgiveness.
It is not enough for us just to take upon our lips, great as they are, the
words "We have erred and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep." We
must put it into the singular and say, "I have sinned against the Lord."
It is not enough to believe that Christ died for the sins of the world; we
must come to closer grips than that and not rest content until we can say
with the Apostle of Christ "Who loved me and gave Himself for mc." Only
then shall we really know forgiveness as David was to experience. So David
made a full and frank confession of his sin. He no longer tried to excuse
it or put up some fabrication or other, he spoke from the depth ofhis heart
"I acknowledge my transgression and my sin is ever before me; mine
iniquity have I not hid. " Or you remember how he speaks in the 5lst Psalm,
and that Psalm must have been made a blessing to many down the years
when they have come to repentance. "Have mercy upon me O God,
according to Thy lovingkindness, according unto the multitude of Thy tender
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mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and
my sin is ever before me. " What a full and frank confession David made.
His heart was crushed; his rebellion was broken and he cast himself wholly
on God's mercy without one plea. How he would have revelled in John
Newton's lovely l ines:-

"Thy promise is my only plea
t_' With this I venture nigh;
I];:' Thou callest burdened s6uls to Thee

And such O Lord am L "

Godly sorrow worketh repentance and in wrath God remembers mercy.
There is David's penitence. That is the beginning of a soul's experience
when conviction comes from the Spirit of God and we cry from the depths
of our being, "I have sinned against the Lord."

Notice secondly David's pardon. Nathan staunched the wound. Notice
what he said "The Lord hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. " Peter
tells us that God is "not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repeniance," and I want you to notice how the forgiveness was
immediate. There was no long waiting interval or period; immediately
forgiveness was given. Was it not the same with Isaiah when he saw the
Lord high and lifted up and he cried out, "Woe is me for I am undone;
I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell among a people of unclean lips. ' '

Immediately there came to him the assurance of forgiveness. This is one
of the greatest points of the Gospel, the forgiveness is immediate from
the hand of God and this is why the Lord Jesus Christ came into the world;

"There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin

i . He only could unlock the gate
.L: Of heaven and let us in."

God only could deal with this fundamental need of man, and so the writer
of the Epistle to the Hebrews says of Christ "He hath put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself." There are two lovely texts in the Old Testament
regarding God's attitude and what God has done with sin. Let me remind
you of them. In Psalm 103 we read, "As far as the east is from the west
so far hath He removed our transgressions from us". How wonderful too
does Hezekiah say in the prophecy of Isaiah "Thou wilt cast all my sins
behind Thy back" - put them out of sight - put away sin. Paul writing
to the Ephesians says of our Lord Jesus Christ, "In Whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, According to the
riches of His grace. " How thankful we should be, then, that the forgiveness
is immediate and that it is adequate, all embracing. Furthermore, the New
Testament teaches us that the cross throws its power backward upon former

t
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ffinsgrbssioils. Sins done, urider the old covenant, as well as those ]net futuG;
so it is not for nothing we can sing:-

"In the cross of Christ I glory
. Towering o'er the wrecks of time I

All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime."

Forgiveness comes to us because of what Christ has done. He is the
medium of divine forgiveness. He is the ground of divine forgiveness and
pardon, for "By His stripes we are healed."

This was the great message that was preached in the early days of the
Christian Church. Listen to Paul preaching in Acts 13. "Be it known unto
you therefore, men and brethren, that through this Man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sins. " Or you remember again David in Psalm 51 ,
"Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation," which only comes through
a consciousness of sin forgiven. But listen to this, the great Gospel text
in I John 1. "If we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" and in the same chapter,
"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." David's
pardon.

We have looked at David's penitence and David's pardon, but I would
be unfaithful if I did not speak of David's punishment. Great and wonderful
as forgiveness is it does not undo the consequence of sin. Let me illustrate.
A drunkard may find mercy. He may find deliverance from the thing that
has gripped him for many a long day but his poor wrecked body will still
show the consequences of sin unless the Lord chooses to do a wonderful
work of healing. And so with David, forgiveness did not undo his past dark
deed. Though forgiven he was disciplined. What he had done reacted upon
his own head. Do we not have a saying about chickens coming home to
roost? That saying is very much to the fore in the story of David. He had
ruined another man's house in his gratification of self and his utter disregard
of all that stood in his way and, said Nathan, "You are forgiven but you
are to be disciplined, you are to be disciplined and your own home is going
to be spoiled by family faction." He had driven an innocent man to the
forefront of the battle. His own sin would drive him from home and fight
against him. David sowed seed that brought a very bitter harvest. Do you
remember Paul when he is writing to the Galatian Christians he enunciates
a divine principle that has never been abrogated, "Be not deceived" says
the Apostle, "God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that shall
he also reap. He that sows to his flesh shall reap corruption but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting". God had to
deal severely with David. But if it was a mark of His displeasure on the
one hand, surely it was a mark and proof of his sonship, for do we not
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read both in the Old and the New Testament "Whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. " But surely it was
also a mark of grace. , ]at t .

David's penitence, David's pardon,=trnd David's punishment. They are
there in the Scripture and we must take all three together.

But let me end on a better note and on David's pardon. In Micah we
read towards the end of that book ' 'Who is a pardoning God like Thee?' '

And that gave inspiration to the hymnwriter who wrote these lines:-
"In wonder lost with trembling joy

We take the pardon of our God,
Pardon for crimes of deepest dye,

,nil{ o,: l.rr':r.- A pardon bought with Jesus' blood."
Who is a pardoning God like Thee

::;:1 Or who has grace so rich and free?"

Dear friends, do you know something of the conviction that comes from
the Spirit ofGod and do you know something ofpenitence and pardon and
peace, for these are the inestimable boons and blessings of the Gospel.

"Who is a pardoning God like thee
Or Who has grace so rich and free?"

May you know that "grace so rich and free" for yourselves, Amen.
M. H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

AN AFTERNOON AT THE ZOO

A trip to the Zoo is a really exciting and educational day out. Recently
our family spent a most interesting afternoon in the world famous Edinburgh
Zoo.

Edinburgh Zoo is noted for its colonies of penguins. One highlight of
our visit was to see the Penguin Parade. We passed the cage about two
o'clock and were surprised to see most of the penguins all lined up near
the door. But we soon found out the reason. At 2.15 on the dot, the keepers
appeared, opened up the door and out hopped about 100 penguins for their
daily walk through the grounds. They waddled across a grassy area, down
a path, over a bridge and back home. As soon as they were all back in
the enclosure, the keepers fed them with bucketfuls of fish. We thought
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that the penguins were very clever. But their cleverness should be remindfurg
us of the wisdom and power of the great creator who made each one of
these interesting creatures. Each one of them is under His control.

Fdinburgh Zoo is built on the face of a hill. Right at the top are the
enclosures for the big cats - the tigers and leopards with theirbeautiful
shining coats, and the lions with their huge powerful paws and ferocious
jaws. we had a very good view of the animals basking on the rocks but
the enclosure was very secure with toughened glass between us and the
animals. There was no possibility or thE hon uieating out o. or unyon"
falling into the cage. It would not be so good to look at ihe lions if we were
actually in the cage with them.

Have you ever read about Daniel? He feared God and prayed to Him
three times a day. Daniel prospered in the king's service and the other nobles
became jealous of him. They concocted a law forbidding prayer to anyone
except the king himself. The punishment for disobedience wai to be thiown
into a den of lions.

Daniel could not stop praying to God, no matter what the punishment
was. He went to his house and knelt at the open window and prayed and
gave thanks to God as usual. His enemies were on the lookout ind lost no
time in reporting him to the king. Daniel was sent for and taken to the lions'
den' The king was vexed but he still ordered Daniel to be put into the den.*Your God whom you serve continually will deliver ybu," said Krng
Darius.

The heathen king had spoken the truth. God did indeed deriver Daniel.
God had shut the lions' mouths and they had not hurt Daniel at all. The
wicked men who had accused Daniel were then thrown into the den and
the lions destroyed them before they even reached the floor ofthe den. There
are many other occasions when God used animals or birds to work out His
purposes.

when Elijah was tired and hungry God sent some ravens with bread and
meat to the brook Cherith to feed him.

Balaam's ass saved him from death by stopping when the way was barred
by an angel of the Lord.

The Lord Jesus used an unbroken colt to ride into Jerusalemjust before
his death. No one had ridden this animal before yet the Lord Jesus was
able to control it and ride it.

The whole of creation is in the hand of the Lnrd God. ..God made the
beast of the earth-----and God saw that it was good."

WHICH AMMAL------
(l) cannot change its spots?

QVLZ

(Jeremi4fr 13.23.)
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(2) makes its house in the rocks? (Proverbs 30.26.)
(3) licked the sores of Lazarus? (Luke 16.21.)
(4) pants for waterbrooks? (Psalm 42.1.)
(5) was killed by Benaiah in the time of snow? (2 Samuel 23.20)
(6) killed 42 children who mocked Elijah? (2 Kings 2.24.)
(7) spoils the vines? (Song of Solomon 2.15.)
(8) was brought to Solomon by the navy?
(9) did Saul go to look for?

(10) did the Midianites possess in vast numbers?

(1 Kings 10.22.)
(1 Samuel 9.3.)

(Judges 6.5.)

The Reverend Kenneth Ashworth B.A.

r

;

I feel privileged to be asked to write about my dear husband, who
sometimes wrote for the Gospel Magazine and who was called home on
2fth May 1988.

Kenneth Ashworth was ordained in Chester Cathedral in 1935 and
preached the Gospel faithfully for over 52 years. For him the text "Jesus

Christ the same yesterday, and today and for ever" was very real and he
witnessed to this in his daily life. He was not a physically strong man but
he had great spiritual strength which was continually enriched by his time
spent in Bible reading and prayer. This was the most precious part of each
day. He was never without a Bible - in his pocket and in the car - and
any spare minute was spent in reading it. He was devoted to the Authorised
Version - to him it was matchless. His great love of the Scriptures made
him happy to serve on the Committee of the Trinitarian Bible Society. His
name was put forward by Mr. J. Rose of Luton after he had become Vicar
of Woodside in 1957 . He was able to attend meetings and spoke at the Annual
Meeting in 1964. His interest in the Society continued to the end of his life.

When I was thinking of a suitable text for my husband's memorial stone
"Rejoice in the Lord alway" came to mind because this is exactly what
he did. I took the Bible he used daily and turned to Philippians chapter 4.
There I found four verses numbered and his written notes in the margin.
They were four reasons to Reioice:

verse 4. "Rejoice in the Lord alway" - Rejoice in His Person and
Presence.

verse 13. "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me"
' - Rejoice in His Power.
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verse 7 . "Tltepeace of God which passeth all understanding shall keep
your hearts and minds" - Rejoice in His Peace.

verse 19. "My God shall supply all your need" - Rejoice in His
Provision.

I am sure the Lord guided me to these words of St. Paul so that I would
find this wonderful message. He knew it would help me in my time of need
and I pass it on to those who, like me, need to be more conscious of the
wonderful Person and Presence of the Lord, to be strengthed by His Power,
enfolded by His Peace and sustained by His Provision.

E. A.

Mr. John Rose of Luton writes:

It was during his later years as Vicar of Woodside that I had the pleasure
of knowing Kenneth Ashworth. I also had the privilege of attending the
Men's Bible Class which he conducted. I came to esteem him as a true
servant of God and my wife and I kept in touch with him and his wife after
they moved from Woodside Vicarage.

One particular memory I have is of him using the prayer of Richard of
Chichester: "O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, may I know
Thee more clearly, follow Thee more nearly and love Thee more dearly,
day by day".

It could, I believe, be said that this summed up the aim of his personal
devotional life.

"The memory of the just is blessed".

'Mark what I say. If you want todo good in these times, you mu$ th;
aside indecision, and take up a distinct, sharply-cut doctrinal religion. If
you believe little, those to whom you try to do good will believe nothing.
The victories of Christianiry, wherever they have been won, have been won
by distinct doctrirwl theology; by telling man roundly of Chist's vicarious
death and sacifice; by showing them Christ's substitution on the cross,
and His precious blood; by teaching them justification by faith, and bidding
them believe on a crucified Saviour; by preaching ruin by sin, redemption
by Chist, regenerotion by the Spirit; by lifiing up the brazen serpent; by
telling men to look and live - to believe, repent, and be converted. This
- this is the only teaching which for centuries God has honoured with
success, and is honouing at the present day both at home and abroa"d...'

_J. C. RYLE
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Streams''of Joyful Praise
C. C. J. BUTLIN (Sheffield)

"Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the
, LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for He hath

tiumphed gloiously: the horse and his rider hath He throvrn into the
sea." (Exod.I5.I).

This is the first song on record, and it is a Song of Salvation. Here is
early evidence that singing has a rightful place in the worship of God.
Salvation and Song, like twins, go together. New streams of joyful praise
accompanied the ministries of Martin Luther, George Whitfield, and the
Wesleys.

In Exodus we read: "Then sang Moses..." Several causes lay behind
the outburst of praise to God. This was

l. A SONG OF REDEMPTION. The Passover lamb had been sacrificed.
They had been redeemed by the shed blood, and brought out ofthe house
of bondage - delivered by the great power of God. Paul writes of the
Christian's redemption: "Christ our passover is sacrificed for us" and in
so doing He has delivered from a far greater bondage - the bondage of
sin and Satan. Woe be to us if we have not yet been delivered - if we
have not a song in our hearts as we praise "Him Who hath loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own blood" (Rev.l.5). This song then sung
was also

2. A SONG OF VICTORY, of glorious triumph. In looking back over
the Red Sea the Israelites saw their pursuing enemies drowned, buried in
the depths of the sea. They saw them again no more. There is a parallel
here for the Christian believer. But for the deliverance wrought by Christ,
our sins, like the Egyptians, would have pursued us and gained the dominion
over us. As Paul wrote to the Colossians: "You, being dead in your sins...
hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross; and having
spoiled principalities and powers, He made a shew of them openly,
triumphing over them in it. " (2. l3- l5). The glorious truth is that His victory
becomes ours; for, as Paul told the Corinthians: "He giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (l Cor.15.57). The song of the joyful
Israelites was, of course,

3. A SONG OF PRAISE. It was no mere musical exercise - it was sung
"unto the LORD". This was not an exhibition in singing, it came from
voices that could not keep silent - it was a pouring forth ofheartfelt gratinrde
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and praise to God, their Deliverer. God had led them out of the daitness,
the bondage and the servitude ofEgypt; He had brought them through, and
had overcome their deadly pursuingioe - thereforJthey sang th"ir tong
of praise.

strglla not God's people today sing fulr-hearted praise unto Him? why
stand silent when so many are praising false gods and giuing time, talents,
money and energy to worshipping them? Have not God-'s people, by grace,
triumphed over far deadlier foes than the Egyptians of old? Huu" inEy not
bee-n.delivered, by faith in their Divine Rediemer, from sin, satan, death
and the grave? So we sing: "Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven and voices
raise;/ Sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise;/
He, who on the cross a victim for the world'Jsalvation bled,/ Jesus christ,
th-e King of glory, now is risen from the dead. " The joyful song, sung by
Moses and the children of Israel, was

4. A SONG OFTESTIMONI, for they sang: ..The LORD is my strength
and song, and He is become my salvation: He is my God, and I will prepare
Him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt Him." we note ttre
possessive pronouns: "my strength. .. my song...my salvation. .. my God...
rny father's God". They remind us of David and psalm 23: ,,The LORD
is zy shepherd... " It is not until one can say ,,My Saviour... My Lord...
My God'.. that one has a testimony to give... like David, who could clarm:"Thou art my God, and I will praise Thee: Thou art my God. and I will
exalt Thee" (Ps.118.23). This song of Moses was also

5. A SONG OF DEDICATION, for he decided to build God an house,
a resting-place among the people; a place to which the worshippers could
come to meet with God. If He has given us an habitation in Himself, we
ought to provide Him a place in our midst and in our hearts. Are we not,
as believers, the "habitation of God through the Spirit,' (Eph.2.22)? Did
not Jesus say: "If a man love Me, he will keep My-words: and My Father
will love him, and we will come unto him, andmalie our abode witir him"z
(Jn.14.23). If He has gone to prepare a place for us, we should prepare
a place in our hearts for Him, and like Moses say: "I will prepare i{im
an habitation" This song was also

6. A UNITED SONG, for we read: ..Then sang Moses and the children
of Israel... " They differed in many things, but they agreed in this, for they
joined together in ascribing salvation unto the Lora- unity is excellent,
especially when it is "in the LORD". Unity is too often sought regardless
of vital differences in doctrine. Then there can be only a sJemin-g unity,
the cracks being merely papered over to disguise the differences. bf such
so-called unity Paul would say: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness wiih unrighlteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness? And what Joncord hath
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Christ with Belial?... " (2 Cor. 6:14-16). Where. however, there is uniry in
the Truth, then they can claim to be "all one in Christ Jesus". In that iase
tley can well sing a united song - as was done when the children of Israel
triumphed over the pursuing foe. This song also represents

7. A HEAVENLY SONG, for it was a song on the orher side of the sea.
It was after they had passed through the waters, after their enemies were
drowned, overwhelmed in the depths of the sea, that they sang this song.
The rushing together of the Red Sea waves seemed to send up a deep and
solemn "Hallelujah". In the Book of the Revelation we read of the song
of Moses and of the song of the Lamb blending in one (Rev.l5.3). So shall
the prophecy of Moses be fulfilled: "Thou shalt bring Thy people in, and
plant them in the mountain of Thine inheritance, in the place, O LORD,
which Thou hast made for Thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O LORD,
which Thy hands have established. The LORD shall reign for ever and
ever."  (Ch.15.17,18) .

So in Heaven will that new song be sung by the redeemed - a song that
shall ring through the highest heaven, and down through the eternal ages,
with continuing power and sweetness: "And they sing the song of Moses
the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous
are Thy works, LORD GOD Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou
King of saints. Who shall no fear Thee, O LORD, and gloriff Thy name?"

p
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THE SHEPHERD BOY'S SONG

He that is down needs fear no fall,
He that is low no pride;
He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his guide.

I am content with what I have,
Little be it, or much;
And, Lord, contentment still I crave,
Because thou savest such.

Fulness to such a burden is
That go on pilgrimage;
Here little, and hereafter bliss,
Is best from age to age.

John Bunyan 1628 - 1688
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Nine-fold Fruit of the Spirit
A study

"Iove; Joy, Peace, Inngsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith,
Meekness, Temperance. " Galatians 5 :22/23.

. i
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Pomegranate
"To rise"

Camphire
"To cover expiate, cleanse, forgive,
reconcile. "

Spikenard
An exalted one, a King, a rising
mist, governor, prince, ruler.

Safiron
"Of '"For" "or"
"Crocus" one of first flowers in
winter.

Calamus
"cane or "refd"

Cinnamon
"To erect" Cinnamon bark is in
upright rolls - beauty - gladness -
welfare - go well with
"Glad and merry in heart for the
goodness" etc.2 Chron. 7:10

Love
"Rise up, my love, my fair one and
come away".

Jov
"We also joy in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ by whom we have
received the atonement. "

Peace
"King of Salem which is King of
Peace." Heb.7:2
"God of peace which brought
again from the dead that Great
Shepherd of the sheep. ' ' Heb. I 3:20
"Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts." Col. 3:5
"Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace." Isaiah 9:6

Longsuffering
Put in the place of.
I-owly, meekness - Mother of Moses
- mother of meekness - humbleness
of mind - longsuffering. Col. 3:12

Gentleness
"He will not break the bruised reed
or quench the smoking flax. Isaiah
42:3
Goodness
"My goodness - fortress and high
tower" Psalm l l4:2
"crownest" the year with thy
goodness." Psalm 65:II
"Ye also are fu1l of goodness"
Romans l5:14
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Frankincense .:{:t*ill, r'.'} {+ti::r
whiteness - smoke - frank, incense
- there is an incense tree. S. Sol. 3.6:
4.6 - trees of - S.Sol.4.14.

. r,:r5i It

Myrrh 

.r '

"distilling in drops" bitter - to be
moved with choler - grieved vexed.
S.So l .1 :13 ;  3 :6 :  4 :6 ,  4 :14 ;  5 : I ,  5 :5 ;
5 : 1 3 .

Aloes
Song.Sol.4: l4
Aloe wood - sticks - trees.

Faith "-.' ' .-&4," .+
The righeousness which is by faith
Rom.10:6 "white" robe "Yea and
if I be offered upon the sacrifice
(smoke) and service of your faith I
joy and rejoice with you all."
Phil.2:17 'offered' poured forth' -
(Greek)

Meekness
Moses 'meek above all'
Numbers l2:3
Struck the rock

Heb. 'abase self, depress, afflict .

chasten self - deal hardly with -

exercise!

Temperance
"The trees of the Lord full of sap."
"Branch cannot bear fruit of itself.
John 14:4
"His delight is in the law of the lnrd
- he shall be like a tree planted by
rivers of water. Psalm 1:3

Trees must be well balanced
Sobriety.

G. M. P.
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Sometime, when all life's lessons have been learned
And sun and stars for evermore have set,
The things which our weak judgments here have spurned,
The things o'er which we grieved with lashes wet,
Will flash before us, out of life's dark night,
As stars shine most in deeper tints of blue,
And we shall see how all God's plans were right,
And what we thought reproof, was love most true.

Author Unknown
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A Sermo_n preached by Mr R.C.T. WarboysTf-- , ,
Oakington Strict Baptist Chapel

on Lord's Day evening, 2gth Decem-ber 19g6.
"But the end of all things is at hsnd:

be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.,' I peter 4:7

.- :

U . P

There is a right way of looking back in the gth of Deuteronomy - ..Thou
shalt remember all the way the Lord thy God hath led thee these 40 years
in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know whai was
in thine heart,... that he might make thee know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord".
Again, we read of another who put a stone up and poured oil upon it and
called it Ebenezer, saying "Hitherto hath theLord helped me',.'Again we
read of Jacob who, returning to Isaac said "with my staff I passid over
tlis Jordan" (he went to Laban over 20 years earlieiwith only his staff),"Now", he said, "I am become two bands',, he had two wives, l l children
Td " multitude of possessions. So he could rightly look 6ack with a
thankful heart. This is the right way of looking back.

^T!"I" is a wrong way, and again we have eximples of this in the word
of God when [,ot, his wife and two daughters left Sodom, they were told
not to look back. But Lot's wife didlook back and became a pillar of salt.
she looked back, desiring to go back; looked back with regiet upon the
sinful pleasures that she had now left behind. She looked bick wrongly.

Again, we read in the New Testament concerning three that were irithe
way with the Lord Jesus. The first opened the conversation saying ..Lord
I will follow Thee withersoever Thou goest". And the Lord iaid'-..Birds
of the air have nests, foxes of the earth have holes, but the son of Man
hath nowhere to lay His head". He set before that one the difficulties of
the way; and then the third man said unto Him, "Lord I will follow Thee"
and Jesus said "No man having put his hand to the plough and looking
back is fit for the kingdom of heaven,'. In the days when men ploughed
a single furrow with horses or oxen, if they looked back, the furrow w-ould
not be straight. Furrows are not made straight merely for appearance but
so that all the ground is turned over. If the furrow wandiied from the
straight, some parts of the field would be neglected. So we are to be more
diligent in our present things rather than looking back too much. The Lord,
opening the conversation, said to the second man: ..Follow me" and he
said "Lord suffer me first to go and bury my father,' - ..Let the dead
bury their dead but go now and preach the Kingdom of God".

How would you look back over the past year? We look back with many
tears and weepings and sorrow for our slothfulness, our coldness of heaft,
that we were not more diligent in the things of God. Again we look back
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with thankfut hearts for so many preserving mercies. Many things have
taken place in this past year that we had no thought whatever would come
upon us. But they have come. What a mercy to be able to say

"Our sorrows in the scales he weighs,
And measures out our pains" (Gadsby's 132)

Let us look a little at the setting of these words. The apostle Peter,
remember, had fallen grievously. Having been warned by the Lord "Before

the cock crows, thou shalt deny me thrice", boastfully he had answered
"Though all men deny Thee, yet will not I". Yet he had denied his Lord
with oaths and curses. And one feels that this remembrance of his fall runs
through his epistles. He knew how easy it was to fall and therefore, having
experienced that, is able the better to warn others, and having suffered too,
(and that he did suffer a martyr's death there can be no doubt, we do not
rely upon tradition but upon the words of the Lord Jesus). The Lord said
"When thou shalt be old... another shall gird thee and carry whither thou
wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what death he should gloriff
God". So Peter's death glorified God. How about you and me? If we were
found in some particular pleasure, sinful pleasure of the world, would that
death glorify God? Does it give you a concern? We need indeed to watch
unto prayer. And so He writes here, "Arm yourselves", as Jesus Christ
has suffered for us in the flesh: "Arm yourselves likewise with the same
mind: for He that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin". Christ
suffered in the flesh but had now ceased, not that He sinned Himself but
was made sin for us. He now, after His resurrection, had ceased from the
carrying of that burden of sin, He had redeemed our sins. We are to be
prepared for sorrow. Christ has not promised His people an easy path to
heaven. We know not the details of our future lives but we do know in
general what the holy map of God sets before us, that if we live godly,
in Christ Jesus, we shall suffer persecution, that in the world we shall have
tribulation. We know not the detail or the form but if we live godly in Christ
Jesus, we shall suffer persecution. If we know nothing of it, inwardly or
outwardly, we are not living godly, in Christ Jesus.

So these things are set before us in general but the detail ofthem we know
not until we come to that part of our pathway. But have we ceased from
sin, that is, from the love of it? You see there was a time when we loved
our sins and desired to keep them as the word of God said, "To roll them
under our tongue as a sweet morsel". But now we hate them. We hate the
sins that made the Spirit mourn, and drove Him from our breast. He that
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin, that He should no longer
live the rest of His time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will
of God. And then He goes on to speak of those sins so prevalent in the
world at this time of the year: lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revelling,
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banqueting, and abominable idolatries. When I *speak that word
lasciviousness, my mind often goes to Bunyan's Holy *ar. Into the city
of Man's Soul came two enemies, and they changed their names. Mr
Covetousness changed his name to Mr prudent Thrifty and Mr
Lasciviousness changed his name to Mr Harmless Mirth. We would
commend thriftiness, we condemn covetousness - what a narrow line
though, divides one from the other! There is no harm in harmless mirth.
but there is sin in lasciviousness - again what a narrow line divides one
from the other! "wherein they think it strange that you run not with them
to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you". Those of you that are
engaged in employment, especially at this time of the year will be thought
strange, if you do not go with them in their excess of riot. and thev will
speak evil of you. You know from experience what these things url, but
we have to give an account to Him that is ready to judge the living and
the dead.

And then we read in the 6th verse "For this cause was the gospel preached
also to them that are dead", those that have gone before us ln the faith,
that they might be judged according to men in the flesh. you see, man will
only judge by the outward appearance, but live according to God in the
Spirit. God looks at the heart and He judges His people from their hearts.
And if their hearts, through the conviction of their sins, has been brought
to seek forgiveness through Jesus Christ, He will look upon Christ's
righteousness when He looks upon them. He will say as Isriel did when
Joseph's brethren brought that coat of many colours before him, dipped
in blood. He looked upon that coat and said ',It is my son's coat',- S; he
looks upon his people clothed in Christ's righteousness.

"Jesus thy blood and righteousness
i.i My beauty are, my glorious dress;

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head". (Gadsby's 103)

Having then set before us t}te trials of the way we come then to this first,
and he now points out to us tlat compared with those things that have gone
before, "The end of all things is at hand". Now clearlyby ..all things"
the Spirit means the things of this life; heaven will not cease, God will not
cease, redemption will not cease until the last elect vessel of mercy is saved,
but it is the end of all things in thk life rhat is at hand. ^Is at hand! with
many of us, time is now drawing to the evening time of life. The end of
all things in this life cannot be far away. while we thank God for mercies
through the past, let us be careful how we live those lives in those years.
those days, that are still allotted to us. In the 9fth psalm we have this p.uy",
of Moses, the man of God, "So teach us to number our days,', not to nlm-ber
someone else's days and say he or she can't live long, but number our days
and with this object in view: that we may apply our hearts, our desires unto
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wisdom, not the wisdom of the natural learning of this life, but the wisdom
which is from above. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom".
Do you and I apply our hearts to that? The day is far spent, the night as
it were, is at hand. [.et us therefore walk soberly as children of the day.
Again we read elsewhere, "Knowing the time that is high time to awaken
out of sleep, now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed".

I was walking through the streets of Nottingham one Saturday evening
some years ago with the great trial that I had no text upon the mind to speak
from the following day, and I heard a church clock strike: and looking up
at the tower, I saw written upon the clock face - 'It is time to seek the
Lord'. I thought what a good place to have such words written. I wish they
were written on every clock face. 'It is time to seek the Lord'. Is it time
to get up in the morning? It is a time to seek the Lord. Is it time to go
to bed? It is time to seek the Lord. Is it time for lunch or tea or supper?
It is a time to seek the Lord. Are we in trouble? It is a time to seek the
Lord. Have we been delivered? It is a time to seek the Lord and praise
Him for His mercy. There is not a minute of the day when it is not a time
to seek God.

We read in Revelation 10 that the angel will cry with a loud voice, "Time

shall be no longer". We know it will come to an end at the end of this
world. In Peter's second epistle we read how many scoff at these things,
saying that all things continue as they were since the creation. They are
wilfully ignorant that "One day is with the Lord as a thousand years and
a thousand years as one day ". ''The day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night". A thief does not break into your house to steal a sack of
potatoes or a cabbage, he comes to take away that which is precious and
leave that which is of little value. "The day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night". Are you and I, then, amongst the treasures that will
be taken away from the wrath to come; or are we of little value in His sight?
"The end of all things is at hand".

Let us look a little at some of these things that will soon come to an end
with each of us. There will be an end of trials. Do you and I know from painful
experience, the words of the Lord "In the world ye shall have tribulation"?
That will come to an end. In the second of Revelation we read that word
of the Church at Smyrna, "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer:
behold. The devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life". Ten days. We cannot make it shorter; the
devil cannot make it longer: but it is limited, it is not indefinite:

"Our sorrows in the scale he weighs,
And measures out our pains" (Gadsby's 132)

This word is very sweet when the Lord brings it to the mind in the midst
of trial, that "All things work together for good to them that love God,
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to them who are the called tftcording to His purpose". That sri,6e€irs tht
bitterest trial. For by faith we believi these tirings do not come by chance
and therefore if we are amongst them that lovJcod, who are the called
according to I!i! purpose, what ever comes will be for our good.
what a mercy! what a consolation, to know that all things work tog"Jn".
for our good! This will sweeten the bitterest of trials. B-ut then we"think
upon those things that are pleasant, the things of this life that are to be
enjoyed. we thank God that there are so miny: that we have our loved
ones and so many providential mercies. Not more than others do we deserve
them, but in most cases God has given us more. But they will come to an
end. Do we use all the things He has given us in His iervice. we have
in the ninth verse, "Use hospitality one to another without grudging,,.
whatever we have, we should use it in the Lord's service ror ftis p"eople,
for His ministers, without grudging. Have we time? we should or" inut
time aright in His service._Health and strength are not our own, they are
loaned us from the Lord. They are to be used aright. It has often been a
grief to many that are aged and upon their dying bed that when they did
have health and strength, they neglected the services of God's house. frhen
they could have been there they were not, and then when in affliction's
path they would desire to be there, they are prevented. "But the end of
all things is at hand".

_ What a mercy then, to know that these things are in God's hands. We
know "at hand" means adjacent, soon to co-J upon us, but I like to look
at it as meaning "in God's hands". The psalmisi said, ..My times are in
thylands", upon which the hymn, "sovereign 

ruler of the skies" is based:"All events at thy command", they are in God's hands:
"When and wherever thou shalt smite, .
Teach me to own thy sovereign right; ,.,,

And underneath the heaviest load,
Be still and know that thou arr God..' (Gadsby's 275)

I think it was the late John Booth of Bradford who, during the Great war
1914-1918, just before the Morning service received a tele-gram to say his
only son had been killed in France and he remained in thi vestry while
the deacons commenced the service but at the time of the sermon h" "u-"
in and preached from the word "Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?"
You see, the trial was sanctified. Those of us who are parents must fnow,
or can imagine, how he felt with his only son killed in France, but to have
it sanctified made it spiritually profitable. Nothing, I say, comes by chance.
He of course himself is now with God in glory. ''The end of ali things is
at hand".

In the book of Ecclesiastes we read "Better is the end of a thine than
the beginning". Is not this true spiritually in our experience of it? Co-nsider
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the spiritual life. How does it begin? With deep sorrow, weeping over sin,
seeking for mercy, praying that God will be merciful, feeling our sinnership.
That is how the matter begins. But how does it end? It will end in glory.
Then as they depart from this life, I am firmly persuaded that none ofthe
Inrd's people lose consciousness in darkness. They may not be able to speak;
that matters not, God is sovereign in these things, but before they lose
consciousness I am sure every single sin will have been repented of and
forgiveness received with assurance in their hearts. That is the end. Is not
that end better in their experience than the beginning? It was needful to
have a beginning but the end was better. "The end of all things is at hand".

Then again, we read in the eleventh of Hebrews of those worthies who
lived as pilgrims here below. They sought a city, "they confessed they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth for they that say such things declare
plainly that they seek a country and truly if they had been mindful of that
country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to
return. But now they desire a better country. Wherefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God for He hath prepared for them a city". And then
in the thirteenth chapter of Hebrews "Here have we no continuing city but
we seek one to come'' . Are you seeking one to come? What a mercy then,
not to have this world our home, but to be a pilgrim, to hold all things
in a loose hand, be ready to return them unto God who gave them, and
to remain desirous of that better country where Christ will unveil His face,
where they shall see His face,

"And never, never sin;
There, from the rivers of his grace,

Drink endless pleasures in". (Gadsby's 770)

What are we therefore to do? "Be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer". To be sober. The opposite of lasciviousness and revellings and
drunkenness; to be sober. To be quietly waiting for the Lord's time and
to watch unto prayer. How often in the scriptures is watching and prayer
joined together? The Lord Jesus said to Peter, James and John in the Garden
of Gethsemane, "Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation". Again
we read, "What I say unto you I say unto all - watch. Watch. Watch unto
prayer". Watch means to be observant, to be on the lookout. So we can
look at this phrase in this way. That we are always to be observant, to see
things for which we should pray, both in ourselves and in others. As this
chapter continues, "Above all things have charity among yourselves: for
charity" - that is love - "shall cover the multitude of sins", so we should
be watching for the opportunity to speak unto others of these things. I fear
we pay too much heed to a concern lest we should be laughed at or
reproached for drawing attention to the need of spiritual beings. We should
watch and pray that the Lord may give us words to speak in season and
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that He would bless such a word. We need to be kept ftom pharisaic,
religious pride, but we are also not to hide our lights under a bushel, but
put them on a candlestick that they may give light unto all that are in the
house. We should also watch unto prayer for answers. ll/atchfor answers.
How often do we have to pray for forgiveness for being surprised when
prayers are answered! We ought not to be, we should be watching, and
waiting, and expecting answers.

Do we watch for some sign of backsliding in our souls? Perhaps a
slothfulness in turning to God's Word in our homes. Perhaps a haste to
put it down, to turn to the newspaper or something else. Are you on your
watch for these enemies which so creep into the heart? O they do, so soon
they steal it away.

Had Christian and Hopeful been more watchful in the pathway, they would
not have gone into Bypath Meadow, and would not therefore come into
the hands of Giant Despair and Doubting Castle: they were not watching
unto prayer. And how you and I so easily fall! "Unto prayer": to pray
in all things at all times. Prayer, real prayer (I am speaking of course of
spiritual matters, not providential matters) spiritual prayer, is only made
aright as the Holy Spirit teaches the soul and indites the prayer; and as such
a prayer is made, then God will hear and answer. In Bunyan's Holy War
when they were brought into trouble, they sent many petitions to Emmanuel
the Prince to return to them. but he would receive none of them until one
man in the city, more wise and discreet than others, said 'We must get
the Holy Secretary' (which sets forth the Holy Spirit) 'to write the petition
for us', and they asked him to do so and he wrote it. And they sent it by
the hand of Mr Weteyes (setting forth true repentance), the Prince Emmanuel
received the petition, and said he would come and deliver them from their
enemies. He came then in his time: not immediately, for they had to be
chastised; but he came eventually in answer to their prayers.

"But the end of all things is at hand: be ye". Not someone else, but you
and me. "Be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer". O that we were
more diligent in our prayers!

Do you and I remember the Lord's servants in our prayers? If we do,
I am firmly persuaded it will make their ministry a blessing to us. "The

end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer" .
Amen.

.!i

Wherever there is faith as slender as one strand of the
the fulness of redeeming grace is active.
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Executioner and Intercessor
Studies in Elijah (9)

-.dt
W. J. McDOWELL

When the fire of the Lord fell on Mount Carmel, and the burnt sacrifice
was consumed all the people fell on their faces, and cried: "The Lord, He
is the God. The ["ord, He is the God". Then Elijah became the LORD'S
EXECUTIONER (1 Kings 18:39-210). By his orders the 450 prophets of
Baal were seized and put to death. Not one escaped. By so acting the prophet
was carrying out God's law (Deut. l3:15, 18:20). These false teachers were
guilty of rebellion against the true God, and so liable to suffer the death
penalty. Many of the Lord's prophets had been murdered as the result of
the evil influence of these men. The 400 prophets of Asherah (AV "the

groves"), who absented themselves from the meeting on Carmel (compare
1 Kings 18: 19 with verce 22) appear again in I Kings 22:6. Their deceitful
and bombastic counsel led Ahab to his death. Justice executed against
offenders is sometimes the greatest mercy. Concerning these false prophets
Davis and Whitcomb in their History of Israel write some strong words:
"Far more dangerous to the well-being of any people than thieves or even
murderers are the disseminators of doctrinal error (Isa. 9:14-17; Matt.
23:15)... Churches that emphasize social and political reform more than
the Word of God are contributing to the ruin of the very nation they profess
to love. The only churches that can expect Christ's commendation are those
which examine and expose those who falsely claim to be Christ's
representatives (Rev.2:2). And so Elijah, rather than following his personal
inclinations, obeyed God's Word (even as Samuel did when he 'hewed Agag
in pieces before Jehovah in Gilgal' - 1 Sam. 15:33), and led the nation
in exterminating these promoters of theological error (see Zech. l3:3)".

By ordering the execution of Baal's prophets Elijah was not seffing himself
above the king. He afterwards honoured Ahab by running before his chariot
from Carmel to Jezreel - a journey of about 12 miles according to
Thomson's "The Land and the Book". "By running before Ahab", says
A. W. Pink, "Elijah took the lowly place of a common footman, which
should have shown the monarch that his zeal against idolatry was prompted
by no disrespect for himself, but actuated only by jealousy for God. The
Lord's people are required to 'honour the king' in all civil matters, and
here too it is the duty of ministers to set their people an example. Elijah's
conduct on this occasion served as another test of Ahab's character; if he
had had any respect for the l,ord's servant he would have invited him into
his chariot, as the eminent Ethiopian did Philip, Acts 8:31, but it was far
otherwise with this son of Belial".
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After the death of Baal's prophets the Tishbite turned INTERcEssoR.
He climbed to the top of carmel, and pleaded with God for an end to the
disastrous drought. Although the record in First Kings does not state that
th9 prophet prayed, yet according to James he did. ihat writer declares:"He_prayed 

again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth
hcr fruit" (5:18). Through Elijah's ministry (which included hisirayers,l
the spread of Baal worship in Israel was- curtaile.d, and in after vears
completely destroyed (2 Kings 10:26-28). Here is an outstanding insLnce
that "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much".

The prophet's prayer was based on God's promise. The Lord said to him:
l'^Go' slowthyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth" (1 Kings
18: l). The heathen king. of Nineveh gave expression to a vague possibility
of hope when he said: "who can teulf God will turn, and reieni, andturn
away from his fierce anger, tlat we perish not?" (Jonah 3:9)-. As'Matthew
Henry remarks: "Jonah had not told them; they had not among them any
other prophets to tell them, so that they could not be so confideni of finding
mercy_upon their repentance as we may be". The christian has many
exceeding great and precious promises to plead. They are the promises of
Him, who cannot lie, who cannot chanse.

Eldah persevered in prayer. Seven tinies he sent his servant to look for
signs-of coming rain. Then the answer came. The heavens grew black with
clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. To quote A. W. pink again:"The Lord waits, not because He is tyrannicaf, but that .He ,nuly U"
gracious'._It is for our good that he waits: that our graces may be developed,
that submission ro His holy will may be wroughi in us; thln He lovingly
turns to us and says, 'Great is thy faith, be it unto tlee as thou wilt' (Man.
15:28). 'This is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything
according to His will, He heareth us; and if we know that He hear us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired
of Him' (l John 5:14, l5). God cannot break His own word, but we must
abide His time and, refusing to be discouraged continue supplicating Him
until He appears on our behalfl'.

I
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'Immortal honours rest on Jesus' head.
My God, my Portion and my Living Bread,
In Him I live, upon Him cast my care,
He saves from death, destruction and despair.'

W. Gadsby
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A. V. McCANDLISH

Chapter 4

The rest of God, verses L-10
It would seem here that the word rest is used in two different ways. In

the first it is applied to the promised land. c.f. 3;11 & 18. The children
of Israel had been brougbt out from the terrible slavery of Egypt and arrived
at Kadesh Barnea, the open gateway into the promised land of Canaan. This
was indeed rest from all the tyranny of the Egyptian taskmasters; and rest
from the awful experience of the wilderness. There, at Kadesh Barnea God
said, ''go in and possess the land. " Their spies returned, and told the people
what a good land it was; but they spoke of the walled cities, and of the
giants who lived there. They said, "we are not able to go up against the
people, for they are stronger than we." Num. 13;27-33. They refused to
believe the promise of God that He would bring them in: they rebelled
against His command to go in; and in their unbelief and disobedience, they
lost the promised rest in Canaan. Here then, the Hebrews of apostolic times
were warned, and the warning applies to us. "Let us therefore fear, lest
a promise being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem
to come short of it. " v.1. The gospel preached to them is the one preached
to us. v.2. It is clearly set before us, as it was to them. Jesus said, "Come

unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. "

Mat. 1l;28. This rest can only be ours as we believe on the Lord Jesus as
our Saviour and Lord, and commit ourselves without any reserve to Him.
Here we are called to beware lest this promise of God, in which He offers
us rest from the slavery of sin, and from the tyranny of Satan; rest from
a wilderness life of wandering in a desert world without a guide, or any
satisfaction; be lost to us for ever.

It is at this point that the writer turns to another application of the word
rest. He draws our attention to the sabbath rest of God, v.3, and God calls
it "My rest". v.5: but why does He do this? The Jews might have said
that under Joshua, the people were brought into the promised land; was
not this the promised rest? Clearly it was not, for in v.7 David hears God
saying, "Today, after so long a time, as it is said, today if ye will hear
His voice, harden not your hearts. For ifJoshua had given them rest, then
would He not afterwards have spoken of another day. There remaineth
therefore a rest to the people of God. " v.7-9. Clearly we can see from v.4
that here God uses the word,rest as in some way similar to God's rest on
the sabbath day, when He ceased from the work of creation. Gen.2:2.
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Let us consider the nature of this rest of God. It was not that God ceased
working. God ceased from the work of creation; He had finished it, and
it was perfect, so that He could regard it with complete satisfaction. There
is no mention of evening or morning on the seventh day, as there was on
each of the days of creation. Surely this suggests that this was the rest of
satisfaction, it was to continue without end. The work of creation was
finished, and it was perfect, there remained nothing more to be done, it
was complete, and gave God perfect satisfaction. It would seem that here
in this epistle God reveals His purpose, that His people should share with
Him this rest of perfect satisfaction in His perfect work of redemption. All
God's work is perfect, and cannot possibly be improved, it is a perfect
harmony. Man however, because of sin, is not at rest in mind or body.
He has no real peace, no real satisfaction, his life is without real purpose,
he is out of touch with God, he is a rebel. He seeks to gain satisfactron
by his own efforts, and always it ends in failure. It is to sinful man that
Jesus calls, "Come unto Me....I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find
rest unto your souls." Just as God ceased from His work and enjoyed it;
so He calls upon us to cease from our own efforts and planning, and enjoy
the perfect redeeming work of Christ for us. He alone can bring us out
from the bondage of sin, into a life of communion and fellowship with God.
This is the promised rest, and it is eternal, beginning now, it finds full
fruition in heaven. It is the rest of faith; we rest on Christ as we face the
fears, the problems, and the cares of this life. We are yoked to Christ, and
find that the work which is far too much for our puny strength is easy as
He directs and controls. We cease from trusting at all to any efforts of our
own, and go forward day by day discovering that His yoke is easy, and
His burden is light.

The holy word of God v.11-13 
:

Once more we are called to action, "let us labour therefore to enter into
that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. " As we have
seen, Israel failed to enter the promised land through unbelief. The Hebrews
of apostolic days were called to enter the life of complete satisfaction,
in real fellowship with Christ, through faith; and the same opportunity is
set before us now. We are called to be eager, and spare no effort to enter
into this glorious life. We must recognise it to be of the very first importance,
and we are called to make it our first priority. The emphasis in the preceeding
verses has been on taking heed to the word of God today.3;7,13,15, &
4;7. Unbelief is the sin of refusing, or neglecting the word of God. All
of us are facing this same challenge. God is speaking to us now through
His word, and it is at our peril that we fail to listen and give heed to what

I
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God is saying. This word.of God is living; in the scriptures referred'to above,
as in all scripture it is the voice of God. It is His living voice as applied
by the Holy Spirit. It presents every reader with a living issue, and a demand
that every one must face. It is powerful and effective; when God said, "let

there be light, there was light. " His word releases power either to bless,
or to judge. When it was translated into English, and read by the people
under the guidaiice of the Holy Spirit, the result was the reformation in
England. When a man reads the Bible, and listens to the voice of God to
obey it, the result is the new birth: his life is revolutionised. This word
is sharper than a two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit. When read under the direction of the Holy Spirit, it lays
bare the motives, and comtptions of the heart, revealing falsehood,
hypocrisy, and sin even in our prayer life. It shows up the difference between
our good thoughts, and God's holy will for us. It declares that which God
sees, and His assessment of it, and nothing can be hidden from the eye
of God. His eyes are like a flame of fire, they light up the darkness so that
all is made visible to the one who reads. God sees us as we really are, no
religious profession can cover us; all is stripped off, and we are compelled
to see ourselves as we really are in His sight. It is this voice that calls us
to enter into the rest of faith, and commit ourselves unreservedly to Christ.
Our response will be that of faith, or of unbelief and disobedience. We shall
be led into God's holy rest of fellowship with Christ, or be condemned for
unbelief, and disobedience.

Jesus, the great high Priest v.l4.l6

t Here is the reason why Jesus can bring us into the rest of satisfaction

I that God promised. He is the God appointed high priest. The work of a

t priest was to bring men into touch or communion with God. He was a
f mediator between God and men. His work was to represent men to God;

] and to act for God towards men. In order to perfectly fulfil this ministry

I the priest must be in perfect touch with God, and also with men. See how

; th^rltt :t1.t._q of the Lord Jesus. "He is the great higtr Priest, Jesus the Son- 
of God. " He is supremely great, for He is both God and Man. As Son
of God, He is one with the Father, having the same divine nature, and in
perfect union with the Father. He is also perfect Man; He was not half God,

_ and half man; but in His person He has two perfect natures, perfect God,
t and perfect Man. We "u-bt comprehend this with our intellects, it is beyond

I our understanding: but we can rest upon it with confidence for it is clearly

f stated by the Lord Himself in His word. As the representative of men He
I offered Himself as the sacrifice for the sin of the world. God showed His

f acceptance of it by raising Him from the dead. At His ascension God

] received Him, and set Him in the place of supreme authority and power

I at His own right hand, as His appointed Priest. He is there as our
I

I
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representative to plead our cause, and to save to the uttermost them that
come to God by Him. He obtains for us all the grace and power that we
need to live in communion with Him, and with the Father. Let us then hold
fast the profession of our faith without wavering; not just professing to
believe on Him, but actively clinging to Him moment by moment, trusting,
not to our faith, but to His hold upon us.
: '
^,j

"I will make thy
windows of agates. t' $.quu 54;12.

The church is most instructively symbolised by a building erected by
heavenly power and designed by divine skill. Such a spiritual house must
not be dark, for the Israelites had light in their dwellings; there must
therefore be windows to let the light in and to allow the inhabitants to gaze
abroad. These windows are precious as agates; the ways in which the church
beholds her Lord and heaven and spiritual truth in general are to be had
in the highest esteem. Agates are not the most transparent of gems, they
are but semi-pellucid at the best:

"Our knowledge of that life is small,
Our eye of faith is dim."

,. Faith is one of these precious agate windows, but alas! It is often so misty
and beclouded that we see but darkly and mistake much that we do see.
Yet if we cannot gaze through windows of diamonds and know even as
we are known, it is a glorious thing to behold the altogether lovely One,
even though the glass behazy as the agate. Experience is another ofthese
dim but precious windows, yielding to us a subdued religious light in which
we see the sufferings of the Man of Sorrows through our own afflictions.
Our weak eyes could not endure windows of transparent glass to let in the
Master's glory, but when they are dimmed with weeping, the beams of the
Sun of Righteousness are tempered, and shine through the windows of agate
with a soft radiance inexpressibly soothing to tempted souls. Sanctification,
as it conforms us to our Lord, is another agate window. Only as we become
heavenly can we comprehend heavenly things. The pure in heart see a pure
God. Those who are like Jesus see Him as He is. Because we are so little
like Him, the window is but agate. We thank God for what we have and
long for more. When shall we see God and Jesus, and heaven and truth
face to face?

C. H. Spurgeon 'Meditations'

*,
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Lady- fu'cy-Smith, 1794-1865
FRANCIS COXON

The scriptures give honoured place to godly women. both in the Old
Testament, and the New Testament. Therefore, it should not be surprising
that the annals of subsequent history should record a similar succesiion of
like characters, who feared God. The Old Testament tells of Miriam,
following the Song of Moses, Exodus 15;20-21which merciful Divine
deliverance is also recorded by the prophet Micah 6;4. Also the song of
thanksgiving, by Deborah and Barak: "I Deborah arose. that I aroie a
mother in Israel." Judges 5;7. Consider also that child of God, Hannah,"she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard,,'
I Samuel l;13. Yet heard in heaven, and answered from the God of Israel
in heaven! Numerous are the instances of God-fearing women in the New
Testament.

The times of the Reformation testi$ of godly women martyrs, faithful
unto death, among whom were Joan Waste, the blind martyr of Derby; and
Anne Askew at Smithfield.

, l. Early years of Lady Lucy Smith in Scotland
Her Ladyship was the eldest daughter of Alexander, ninth Earl of Leven

and Melville. Her father, while Viscount Balgonie, lived part of the year
at Balgonie Castle, Fife; and part of the year at Edinburgh. It was in the
latter place that she was born, on the 26th January, 1794. Her mother was
the daughter of John Thornton, of Clapham, a name well known in his day
in connection with labours of evangelical philanthropy. Grace is not
hereditary; and yet a blessing does often descend to the children's children
of the righteous. So it was here! Lady Lucy Leslie Melville was but young,
when she first responded to the Divine call, "Come out from among them,
and be ye separate, and I will receive you, and will be a father unto you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. ' ' 2 Cor .
6;17-18. Thus did He, in her early youth, search and seek out Lady Lucy
Leslie Melville, by the very humblest instrumentality. She was but a child,
when, one day, she carried her doll to the laundry of her father's house,
in order that part of its little dress might be ironed. A truly christian servant
was there, who spoke a word in season to the young maiden. That word
was blessed, and the child learned for the first time, experimentally, that
she was a sinner. The enquiry immediately was, "what shall I do to be
saved?" She had recourse to her Bible. Beginning at the first of Genesis,
she read on, in hopes of discovering an answer. When she reached the third
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chapter, and found there the Cherubim with flaming sword keeping the way
of the Tree of life, every hope seemed blighted. But she read on, for she
would discover, if she could, the way back to those healing leaves. And
she did read on, and on, and on, until she came to the 14th chapter ofthe
gospel according to John. There, in the 6th verse, she found an answer
to her question, and peace to her soul - "I am the way, the truth, and
the life, no man cometh to the Father, but by me." Thus also, in her last
hours, she said, "It is a great blessing to be taught of the Lord," laying
great stress upon the word "taught;" and again, "the word is nigh thee,
even in thy mouth and in thy heart: " "It is the Spirit," she said, "and

the Word. " Is it not written: "And all thy children shall be taught of the
Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children." Isaiah 54;13. Does
not this confirm the belief of vessels of mercy, in the plenary inspiration
of all scripture, from Genesis to Revelation!

It has been well said that the Pentateuch could be called "the gospel
according to Moses" 'rSearch the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life; and they are they which tesdry of me." John 5:39. "If they
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though
one rose from the dead." Luke 16.31.

2. Marriage; and Residence at Wilford House, Nottingham

Lady Lucy's marriage, on the l4th of July, 1824, to Henry Smith, of
Wilford House, one of the senior partners in the old established Nottingham
Bank of Samuel Smith & Co., whose heart went wholly with her self-
dedication to her Saviour, greatly enlarged her means and opportunities
of service to all, but especially to her humbler friends and neighbours. For
a period of over forty years, Lady Lucy Smith was the succourer of the
poor in their temporal necessities, while, like her Divine Master, ever
laboured to benefit their souls. Even in the higher grades of society, those
who might differ most from her, found their prejudices disarmed, and in
rnany cases derived a lasting benefit and blessing from the kind way of
saying home truths, by which she recommended the gospel, of which she
loved to speak as that which she had found sweet to her own soul.

Lady Lucy Smith, was, by early education and cordial attachment, &
Presbyterian ofthe Church ofScotland, and she never, even after she had
taken up her permanent abode in England, gave in her adhesion to any other
ecclesiastical body; though, when the "Disruption" took place in 1843,
her affections followed T. Chalmers, Andrew and Horatius Bonar, R. S.
Candlish, W. Cunningham, J. Duncan, ("Rabbi") T. M'Crie, and the other
excellent men who headed the Free Church movement. But in truth, every
one who really knew her, would gratefully acknowledge, that if ever there
was a christian, whose genuine, whose heartfelt sentiments were embodied
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in the words, "Grace be with all them that love our [,ord Jesus Christ in
sincerity," that one was Lady Lucy Smith.

A large room was obtained in Thurland Street, Nottingham, and Lady
Lucy and her husband, were among the chief promoters and supporters.
This cause of truth became the spiritual home for those who loved a pure
scriptural minis0ry, consistent with the doctrines of grace. The responsibiiiry,
and also the greater part ofthe expense ofentertaining ministers being borne
by Mr. Smith and Lady Lucy. Among the visiting ministers were J. C.
Philpot (Editor of "The Gospel Standard"), John Kershaw, and David
Denham. Here they found provision for souls thirsting and hungering after
righteousness. Matthew 5:6.

3. Times of Conflict, Sickness, and ,.Home to Jesus,,
Iady Lucy's love for searching, faithful preaching, plainly displayed that

she was no stranger to the conflicts and warfare of the christian life. At
one time she greatly dreaded death; but during a severe attack of typhus
fever, this was entirely removed. At that time she dwelt very much upon
the Lord having taught her in a peculiar way the meaning of Jeremiah
18:l-10, causing her to rejoice in the fact that she was as clay in the hands
of the Potter. During the same illness, when only partly conscious, and
unable to think clearly, the question came to her mind: "Where am [?"
The answer seemed to be "Found in Him". Then another question: "Where

are my sins?" Then the answer: "In those days and in that time, saith the
Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none;
and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found; for I will pardon them
whom I reserve." Jer. 50;20. Also, "If we walk in the light, as He is in
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ,
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin." 1 John l;7. She felt at that time, that
the Lord was her wise Counsellor, just giving her a portion of His Word
as she could bear it.

On the Lord's Day, l0th December 1865, Lady Lucy met with the friends
at Thurland Street for the last time. In the evening, her husband spoke with
much pleasure on the words, "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire
to depart and to be with Christ, which is far better." Phil: l;23. She
remarked that she hoped it was not for himself, but might be a portion for
his birthday, which was on the following Tuesday. On the Monday morning
Lady Lucy occupied herselfby collecting from the servants a few cast-off
things, to take to a poor girl she had seen in a tattered condition as she
passed through the Toll-bar, taking them over to her as she returned to
Nottingham. Among the charities to which her time and her purse were
devoted, in none was she more deeply interested than in the House of Refuge
for Females, in Chaucer Street, Nottingharn. On the l3th December she
attended a meeting of the inmates of that Institution for devotional purposes.
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The room was very hot, and 
', 

*ur il1tsssing from it, through the chill
outer air, to her carriage, that she caught the cold which brought on
congestion of the lungs, and gently, without any pain, took her, to quote
almost her last words, "Home to Jesus."

Mr. J. C. Philpot well described Lady Lucy's character in "The Gospel
Standard," 1866: "None who have once seen can ever forget that simple,
yet dignified and lady-like manner and deportment, which at once
commanded respect from the highest, and yet did not abash the lowest. I
have seen her conversing at one time with persons of rank and
education, and at another with poor labourers and almshouse women; and
yet I never traced any difference in her manner, except that ifpossible more
kindness and attention were shown to the latter than to the former...
Unruffled calmness and singular amiability and benevolence of aspect were
the most marked features of her countenance, and with a most pleasing
openness ofexpression, which inspired love and respect, and yet disarmed
undue fear. And yet there beamed from her eyes considerable intelligence,
especially when she was speaking of the things of God, or relating the
experience of some poor man or woman with whom she had met in some
of her searches after the Lord's family... Her delight was to find out the
Lord's poor and needy people; and when visiting, her pleasure would be
in attending some chapel or room where the gospel was preached, and
hunting up some hidden jewel in the shape of an old sailor, a poor widow,
or an almshouse woman to whom she had got some clue. How I have seen
her face almost shine when she has told me of some poor old woman as
poor as Job, and yet rich in faith, whom she had found out... I believe she
loved grace above everything else wherever she saw it; for what else could
have drawn her to separate herselffrom all ofher own rank and position,
and associate with the poor despised family of God? Thus she would go
to the little room at Nottingham and sit among the poor people to hear
ministers who could have had no other recommendation to her than their
grace, and the power which attended their word. We, at least we that are
old, shall never see a second Lady Smith. Humanly speaking, her loss to
her bereaved partner, to her family, to a wide circle of friends and
dependents, to the little Cause at Nottingham, is irreparable. God, we know,
can supply all their need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
May He be graciously pleased to do so, and to make it manifest that even
this bereavement is among the "all things which work together for those
who love God, and are the called according to His purpose."

In a letter to Mr. J. C. Philpot, her husband said: "In contemplating her
life and christian character, I am led to adore the predestinating and
distinguishing grace of God in calling her in early youth, and constraining
her to embrace Moses' choice, rather to suffer affliction with the people,
and to be a witness of God's truth in its power and unction, experience,
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and practice. Often too do l"dwell, with adoring gratitude, upon the
consummation of all her hopes and desires, in being for ever in the presence
of the Lamb, in seeing Him as He is, and in being like Him."

Addendum

Incidentally, it may be said that it pleased God to raise up those of the
name of Melville, to be instruments in the proclamation of Divine Truth,
especially so during the reigns of the Stuarts, and the times of the Arminian,
Romanising designs of William Laud.

"Lesley's March". Played by the Scots army when it marched into
England under Alexander Lesley, Earl ofLeven, in 1640, 20,000 strong.
The following is the style:

When to the Kirk we come.
We'll purge it ilka room,
Frae Popish reliques, and a' sic innovation,
That all the world may see,

;. ; There's nane in the right but we, . -i
Of the auld Scottish nation.

"Treasury of the Scottish Covenqnt. "

J. C. Johnston 1887 p.556.

In Melville House there hang two paintings of much interest to the
Protestant and Presbyterian. One is a full length portrait of Gustavus
Adolphus, King of Sweden, which was given to Leslie as a testimony of
regard. The other is a portrait of Sir Alexander himself. ....Sir Alexander
was created Earl in 1641, for his important services to his country.

"Treasury of the Scottish Covenant. "

J. C. Johnston 1887 p.651

Andrew Melville (1545-1622) arrived in Scotland from Geneva in 1574.
two years after the death of John Knox, and at once took up the mantle
which the Scottish Elijah had dropped. He was one of the first scholars
of the day, and taught in foreign universities when he was driven out of
Scotland.

Also James Melville, (1556-1614), Professor at St. Andrews, nephew
of Andrew Melville aforementioned. He accompanied his uncle to Glasgow
University in 1574.
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The PilErim's Shoes
EDWARD CARR

Mr. Carr was for many years the minister
of Providence Chapel, Bath

"Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, 
''q

so shall thy strength be." - Deut. 33;25.

The life of the spiritual Israel of God here below is a true pilgrimage,
a toilsome, wearisome journey in a wilderness world. The path leads through
many a vale of tears, and is often distressingly thorny and difficult. Times
of desolation and gloomy forebodings will come.

"When gathering clouds around we view,
And days are dark, and friends are few."

But, dear fellow-pilgrims, is it not a comforting thought that the Lord
who called us out from Egyptian servitude and bondage, foreknew and fore-
ordained every step of our way, every thorn in the road, and every storm
that passes over our heads?

Moreover, as a loving father, sending his child on a long and painful
journey, will certainly prepare and provide all things necessary beforehand,
so the Lord has, in the sweet promise of the text, covenanted to provide
us with "shoes," by which we shall be enabled to safely traverse the
appointed path, and with "strength" which shall be a sufficient support
in "days" of trial. Thus the pilgrim's safe arrival at his happy home is
absolutely secured, by the covenant provision for Zion's travellers of
journeying mercies - "shoes" and "strength." We shall confine our
attention, in this paper, to the "shoes of iron and brass."

The fact that they are of "iron and brass" implies it is a rough path which
is appointed, and the provision is adapted to the foreseen needs of the
pilgrim.

Firstly, the path must be described. We will make a few statements, which
we are sure our spiritual readers will thoroughly endorse.

l. It is rough but ngftr. Rough it must need be, to prevent the pilgrim
seftling down in it, satisfied with it, which otherwise would assuredly be
the case. The roughness continually reminds him that "this is not his rest,"
and keeps him pressing onward.

"'Tis the right way, though dark and rough;
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enough;

And we, when faith is changed to sight,
Shall own the ways of God were right."
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2: Efi, TI{E PAT[{ is alsc' daflc and unlqav'n The pilgrini iiinr€tirnes catnd
see either where he is, or where he is going. Like Abraham, he has to go
forth, not knowing whither, according to the word and purpose of the Lord.
"I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in
paths that they have not known" (Isaiah 42: 16). Those who "know not"
the path they travel, and "walk in darkness," having "no light," are brought
by this experience into a state of utter dependence. Hence the Lord's caution
and counsel to such a one is, "Let him trust in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God" (Isaiah 50; l0). Sinful doubts and unbelieving fears
cause us to walk in darkness. Inward sins and unsuspected snares ofvarious
kinds environ us round. Thorns and briars wound us, and entangle our feet
as we travel along, and occasionally there is no light upon the path, or upon
the reason of present suffering and trial. As one sings most truly-

"'Why we suffer here below, B

We may know no reason; 
..:

But we shall hereafter know,
Each in his due season."

3. It is an ordained path, chosen according to the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, in infinite wisdom and love. The tribulatory
path, as well as the eternal glory at its end, was appointed in the covenant
"ordered in all things and sure" (2 Sam. 23; 5). "Man's goings are of
the Lord; how can a man then understand his own way?" (Prov. 20;24).
"The way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps" (Jer. 10; 23).

4. Each one also proves that for dre most part itis a solinry path, Whoever
may be travelling to Zion, the weary, way-worn, foot-sore pilgrim seldom
finds many neqrhim. When faith, wounded, sick, and ready to perish, he
looks (even as the Lord did in Gethsemane) in vain to the brethren for
sympathy and help. At such times, "creatures all fail. " This is all in mercy
to teach him needful lessons, to bring him into the fellowship of Christ's
sufferings, and to force him to place his whole dependence in his Guide
alone.

5. Further, the path is prepared. Whatever trials, furnaces, temptationst
crosses, burdens, or afflictions are appointed, it is cheering to remember
that the Lord Jesus Christ, "whose going forth were of old," went before
His people in His incarnation, life, death, and resurrection, in order to
prepare the path in which they shall follow Him through the wilderness
to the heavenly mansion He has gone to prepare for them. Jesus trod the
same path of temptation, prayer, sorrow and suffering. Because He went
before us, the way is not rougher than it is. He so bore the wrath of God
against sin, that there is nothing but love for the saved sinner following
Jesus through much tribulation to brighter worlds on high.
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-..:r+,nHis wiry was much rougher and darker than mine:
Did Christ my Lord suffer, and shall I repine?,,

Such is the pathway to glory. Let us now consider_ .
Secondly, THE FEET which tread this path, and for which the shoesare appointed. They are described in the pr-eceding verse as oifpeJ in oil,"Let him dip his foot in oil." In short,'they a.e feet which walt in ttrepower' unction, preciorrsness., and softening influences of the Holy Spirit.

Every step is sanctified, whether the pilgriri can see it and feel it or not. Itis a great mercy to be 1ad9 to walk tenOerly and soberly before the Lord.
A bad, unsavoury profession is not the effect of a spiritual *at. it ir ormore consequence which way the feet are walking than how the tongueis talking. If the feet a1e. drnggd il.9il, F" pilgrim-will be often .nningto the. throne of grace; his spirit wiil be tepi, ii ,o,n" --n"r, ,r.rt"""a
and chastened; his heart humbled, his conscience tender, his mind stayed
upon the Lord; his understanding sweetly enlightened, his eye sinlte to tneglory of God, and thus hewill !e_..ac9eptaUle io his Ur"tfrr"r,,;, Uuir";*t"A
by others, who hate his.light and despisihis grace. This anointing, ho#en"r,
which he receives abides in him, and he is instructed by it in iir tr,ngs rrI:h\2?7): learning how to ,.endure hardness as a good soldier of J-esus
christ." Now, because he will have to endure hardn-ess, his feet are shodwith shoes of iron and bras_s; which brings us to the next part oiourffiect.

Thirdly, THE PILGRIM'S sHoES. "Thy shoes itratt u" iron and
brass." They are ftis because provided for irim, and given to f,i-. fn
considering these shoes, we remark, they denote threeihings:_
_ | . .Preparation for thc journey. 

-shoes areput on in readiness fir travelling.
PV -ft"T the pilgrim is prepared for the puth, *hich we have seen above
is-already prepared for fi-m. None are prepared for this journey uut tt or"
whose "feet are shod with.the preparafion of the Gospei of peace" (Eph.
6; 16)..This is a being made humbly willing to folrovi trre n'iuine r"uaing
in obedience to the Divine call, according to i'e word of the Lord as "oott.a
with power to the soul, and_apprehenAeO Uy precious faith, as . Ui iuitf,
Abraham, when he was cailed to go out into a place which he strouta
afterwards receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and hi went out, not knowrng
whither he went" (Heb. ll;8).

2. Shoes ffird proteaion {gr the feeblest members of the body. They
protect and adorn the feet, which are lowest, nearest the earth, und rnort
subject to defilement of all. The spiritual analogy is not far to seek. The
weakest and feeblest members of christ's mystiCLody most need defence,
a1d fo1 .such strongest protection is provided. Grace and love and mercy
apoun! in everything ordained to meei the pilgrim's necessities. Shoes were
also, in the next place, part of

3. The panoply of the warrior. The word literally means bars, the bars

*
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of "sandals," for such the "shoes" were, and thd$ bars were to be of"iron and brass." Yes! the pilgrimage is continual conflict; every step is
opposed by the world, the flesh, and the devil. The onward march isthrough
an enemy's country. These shoes alone enable the pilgrim-warrior to press
on amidst the hosts of spiritual foes by which he is perpetually surrounded.
We pass from this to note,

Fourthly, the material of their shoes, "iron and brass." The material
is twofold, and this conveys much spiritual instruction, which we will
endeavour to compress into a few sentences, trusting the brief hints may
lead our readers to much profitable meditation.

l. The iron. The Christian's shoes being of iron denotes solidity and
firmness. There is a reality in the walk of a true pilgrim, which is the effect
of the firmness of his standing in Christ. Iron is durable and weighty, setting
forth that powerful, weighty religion which is the possession of the real
Christian. With such shoes he cannot go on heedlessly, lightly, frivolously,
and carelessly, but is obliged to proceed cautiously. Oh, dear reader, beware,
beware of a frothy, foolish, fanciful, frivolous profession! A religion that
is unreal and lacks weight will be found wanting in the end. With shoes
of iron one cannot travel very fast, and thus is fulfilled the Lord's own
purpose, "He that believeth shall not make haste" (Isaiah 28; 16). Though
slowly, yet so surely does the pilgrim travel who is thus shod that it is
recorded of him, "Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder; the young
lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under foot" (psalm 9l; l3). But-

2. The brass. This points evidently to furnace-work, but there is something
much deeper. If we find brass here connected with the saints' feet, in the
description of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the first chapter of
the Revelation, we also find brass in connection with their Saviour;s feet!
Mark the expressive language, "His feet like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace" (Rev. 1; l5). The brass in the shoes therefore sets
forth the pilgrim's oneness with lesus in the furnace. It is in the furnace
that even the feeblest members of His body have truest communion with
Him, experience most of His presence, and are brought into blessed
conformity with His image.

This is the provision made for rough paths, and thus is the promise
fulfilled, "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass."

'God is our refuge and rt.HgJ*:
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A little meditation '
On a verse by F.

For the year before you
O what rich supplies!
For the poor and needy
Living streams shall rise
For the sad and sinful
Shall His grace abound?
For the faint and feeble
Perfect strength be found
He will never fail you
He will not forsake
His eterndl coYenant
He will never break
Resting in His promise
What have you to fear?
God is all sufficient
For the coming years

R. Havergal
. 1 viI i5.

Psa lm 121: [ i  
' " '

Ephesians 1:7
Psalm 9:18
John 4:14
Luke 24:17
2 Petet l:2
Psalm 138:3
Isaiah 26:4
Ezra 6:9
Psalm 38:21
Psalm 50:5
Psalm 2:3
Acts 2:39
Isaiah 46:4
2 Cor. l2:9
Matt.28:20

G. M. P.

! . t
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The Biblical Notion of Renewal
(Key passages from the chapter of this title in Biblical Theology

by B. B. Warfield, selected by W. J. Parker.)

The Conception
This conception is that salvation in Christ involves a radical and complete

transformation wrought in the soul by God the Holy Spirit, by virtue of
which we become 'new men', no longer conformed to this world, but in
knowledge and truth created after the image of God. The conception is a
wide one, inclusive of all that is comprehended in what we now speak of
as regeneration, renovation and sanctification. It embraces the entire
subjective side of salvation, which it represents as a work of God, issuing
in a wholly new creation.

Great as is the stress laid in the Scriptures on the forgiveness of sins as
the root ofsalvation, no less stress is laid throughout the Scriptures on the

i
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cleansing of the heart as the fruit of salvation. Nowhere is the sinndi
permitted to rest satisfied with pardon as the end of salvation; everywhere
he is made poignantly to feel that salvation is realised only in a clean heart
and a right spirit. .La L - -

:a'-! ':rir: ; 'rtfl lf

On Psalm 51 :':.:
The word 'create' is a strong one and appears to invoke from God the

exertion of His almighty power for the production of a new subjective state
of things: and it does not seem easy to confine the word 'heart' to the
signification'conscience'as if the prayer were merely that the conscience
might be relieved from its sense of guilt. Moreover the parallel clause,
'Renew a steadfast spirit within me', does not lend itself to the purely
subjective interpretation. When Jeremiah (c.31) for example, represents
God as declaring that what will characterise the New Covenant which He
will make with the House of Israel, is that He will put His law in the inward
parts of His people and write it in their hearts, he surely means to say that
God promises to work a subjective effect in the hearts of Israel, by virnre
of which their very instincts and most intimate impulses shall be on the
side of the law, obedience to which shall therefore be but the spontaneous
expression of their own natures.

It is equally important to guard against lowering the conception of
the Divine holiness in the Old Testament until the demand of God that His
people shall be holy as He is holy, and the provisions of His Grace to make
them holy by an inner creative act, are robbed ofmore or less oftheir deeper
ethical meaning.

The Ministry of the Messiah
He began His ministry as the dispenser of the Spirit. And the purpose

for which He dispensed the Spirit is unmistakably represented as the
cleansing of the heart. The distinction of Jesus is, indeed, made to lie
precisely in this - that whereas John could baptise only with water, Jesus
baptised with the Holy Spirit: the repentance which was symbolised by the
one was wrought by the other. And this repentance was no mere vain regret
for an ill-spent past, or surface modification of conduct, but a radical
transformation of the mind which issues indeed in 'fruits worthy of
repentance'. But itself consists in an inward reversal of mental attitude.

Nicodemus, 'the teacher of Israel', had come to our Lord as a teacher,
widely recognised as having a mission from God. Jesus repels this approach
as falling far below recognising Him for what He really was and for what
he had really come to do. "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man
be born anew he cannot see the Kingdom ofGod." It is very pungently
taught here that the precondition of entrance into the Kingdom of God is
a radical transformation wrought by the Spirit of God Himself.

;
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The Holy Spirit ''-1i '

He is the best of gifts, He is the very principle of holiness.

St Paul
In the Epistles Paul puts together the part of God and the part of man

in- the mystery of renewal. Repentance is the psychological manifestation
of Renewal and the New Birth. our salvation, trre a$stte says is not an
attainment of our own, but it is wrought by God in itis greai mercy, by
means of a regenerating washing, to wit, a renewal by the Holy spirit.

The new birth thus brought before us is related to the broadei iaea or'renewal' as the initial stage of the whole process. The conception is not
far removed from that embodied by our old Divines in the term .effectual
calling', which they explained to be .by the Word and Spirit,.

A man must be born again by the spirit to become God's son. He must
be born again-by the spirit and word to become consciously God's son.
He must manifest his new spirinral life in Spirirled activities to Le recognised
by his fellow-men as God's son. It is the entirety of this process, vfewed
as the work of God on the soul, which the scriptures designate .renewal'.

The Seventh Chapter of Romans

_ we are there permitted to look in upon a heart into which the Spirit of
God has intruded with His transforming power. whatever peace it may have
enjoyed is broken up. All its ingrained tendencies to evil are up in arms
against the intruded power for good. 'o wretched man that I am,; he cries,'who shall deliver me out of the body of this death?' This conflict he sees
within him, he sees now-to bear in it the promise and potency of victory;
because it is the result of the Spirit's working within him, and where the
Spirit works, there is emancipation from the law of sin and death. The
process may be hard - a labour, a struggle, a fight; but the end is assured.
No matter how far from perfect we yet may be, we are not in the flesh
but in the spirit if the spirit of God dwells in us; and we may take heart
from that circumstance to mortify the deeds of the body and to enter
upon our heritage as the children of God. without holiness we certainly
shall not see the Lord; but he in whom the Holy spirit dwells, is already
potentially holy; though we see not yet what we shall be, we know that
the work that is begun within us shall be completed to the end. The very
presence of strife within us is the sign of life and the promise of victory.
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Jottings from a Pilgrim's Notebook
John 6222-40

Jesus declares that He will satisfy all who truly believe

Those who had been fed with the five barley loaves and two fishes came
to Capernaum seeking for Jesus. He revealed to them His knowledge, why
they had come. It was to receive more food from Him, and as Jesus told
them plainly this earthly food would never satisfy them. He called on them
to 'labour not for the meat that perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man shall give unto you; for Him
hath God the Father sealed' verse 27 . They expressed interest - What shall
we do that we may obey God? Jesus gave a simple answer. 'This is the
work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent'.

Instantly they demanded that He give them some miraculous sign, that
they might give Him their lives and trust Him as He demanded. They said,
'Our fathers did eat manna, as it is written, He gave them bread from Heaven
to eat.' They forgot all the miracles they had witnessed; and how He fed
them so recently with five loaves and two fish. Jesus replied 'Moses gave
you not that bread from Heaven, but my Father giveth you the true bread
from Heaven. For the bread of God is He which cometh down from Heaven
and giveth life unto the world.'When they said'Lord evermore give us
this bread,' Jesus had to make it clearer. He said, 'I am the Bread of Life;
he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall
never thirst.' He revealed plainly that though t}rey saw Him, they did not
truly believe. They refused to trust themselves to Him as their Saviour and
God. Those whom God the Father gives Him will come to Him, Lest any
are stumbled by this word, He continued, 'Him that cometl unto Me (to
seek salvation in whole hearted faith) I will in no wise cast out. I came
not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me. This is the Father's
will that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing.

Here then is God's word to me. If I come to Him as a sinner; then He
will not only deal with my sin, He will give me eternal life and satisfy me
completely. I need to take careful note that this act of saving faith is brought
about by God Himself, and is once for all: but my enjoyment of the
satisfaction He gives is dependent on my faith from moment to moment.
'He that believeth, believes and keeps on believing, shall never thirst.' So
Lord help me daily and hourly to live in constant dependence on Thee.
Amen.

4t
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"Cling to the""Bible, thouglf
all else be taken"

Those of us who love the Bible are now and then warned that we are
in danger of becoming Bibliolators or Bible worshippers. In these days we
fear there are not too many who run such a risk, and the voice of warning
would be much more usefully employed in rousing those who are in danger
of losing their love for the Bible. We have all of us sung the old hyrnn-

"Holy Bible, Book divine!
Precious treasure, thou art mine." :r

If the sentiment there expressed is ours, it means that we have in the Bible
something that is really valuable and worthy of our best love and our most
devoted courage in retaining it. The courage required ofus in this respect
is "moral courage," but in earlier days there were even physical dangers
to be encountered by those who loved the Bible.

There is a story told of the days of persecution in Scotland in which a
little girl named Jennie bore a good part. Her father and mother were among
those who loved God and tried to be faithful to their convictions. and were
persecuted and driven from place to place because of their fidelity to what
they believed. They learned one day that soldiers were on the way to their
house, and the family had to make imrnediate arrangements to get away
with as many of their valuables as they could. The old family Bible was
brought out, and was entrusted to Jennie's care with very strict injunctions
as to its protection; "For," said her father, "We could not live without
the good Book." It was wrapped up and, with it in her hands, Jennie
followed in the sad procession as the family made their way towards a place
of safety. The daylight was gone before they had accomplished their journey
and in the darkness they came to a river which had to be crossed on "stepping

stones" placed across its bed.
Carefully the father went across with the younger children and landed

them safely on the other bank. Jennie, fearing to be left alone, ventured
to follow her father and bravely stepped from stone to stone, but she slipped
and fell into the stream. Mindful of the precious burden she carried, she
lifted the Bible over her head, and as her feet touched the bottom of the
river and water reached to her waist, she struggled against the running water
towards the other bank. Her father having landed his own burden, came
back to Jennie's assistance. As he took her in his arms she said, "Father,

you told me to take care of the dear old Bible, and I have done so. " After
some hiding among the rocks the family and the Bible reached their
destination and were not found by their pursuers.
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Jennie lived toan old age after this exciting adventure, but she never
forgot it, and when on her dying bed her mind wandered back to that eventful
night, she exclaimed, "I'm in the deep river - in the deep waters; but
I'll hold up the dear old Bible. There, father, take the Book."

Such an experience as that we have related will never be ours literally,
but the picture of Jennie struggling against the swift flowing stream and
with strong determination to save the precious Book is one which we may
admire, and consider worthy of our imitation. There is another hymn many
of us have sung:-

"Cling to the Bible, though all else be taken,"
and if we are able to do this we shall be doing as brave Jennie did. While
the Bible is only an ordinary book to us we do not get all the good we
may by reading it. But when we love it so as to treasure it, then we know
its value, and the reading of it brings us constant joy.

We have heard of a very poor woman whose son sent her a letter and
enclosed a bank note. She read the letter and wondered what the other piece
ofpaper was, but as she had never possessed a bank note, she did not know
its value, and simply put it back in the envelope with the letter. She needed
the money very much and was almost starving, with the note in her
possession, some time after, her son wrote again and asked if she had
received the money he sent. Not understanding, she showed the letter to
a friend who asked her if there was nothing with her last letter. "Oh"

she said, "only a picture!" When the "picture" was produced and its value
explained, the poor woman's heart was filled with joy. That will be the
result when we understand the "picture" our heavenly Father has sent us.
The Bible is of infinite value, and contains promises for the present life
as well as for the life to come. Let us pray for help to understand it as we
read it day by day, and when we realise that the Bible is a real treasure,
we shall read it with a new delight and greater joy.

(From an old pamphlet)
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ETERNITY .

There is nothing like a calm look into the eternal world to teach us the
emptiness of human praise, the sinfulness of self-seeking, and the
preciousness of Christ.

R. M. McCheyne
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of Titrth Trust.Biblical Theologr. B. B. Warfield. The Banner
Pp 665 casebound. f,9.50.

The purposes of God move steadily forward in every generation,
establishing power bases from which succeeding generations rnay benefit.
so we had the Reformation which re-established the unique authority of
Scripture, and made clear the doctrines of grace. So it wasln America that
after the passing ofthe great pioneers and evangelists, when liberal theology
began to spread in the country, a power base was clearly seen in princeton
Theological Seminary, through several generations. These champions of
the old faith in Princeton were C. Hodge, A. A. Hodge, B. B. Warfield,
W. G. T. Shedd, J. Gresham Machen, and their colleagues. Their books
are mines of careful Bible study, and are still valued wherever the Gospel
light shines. Their teaching came to be known as ,.the princeton theology",
though it was an exposition of the Westminster Confession.

Accordingly we are delighted to commend this new Banner edition of
volume two of Warfield's works, which were originally published in ten
volumes by Oxford University Press. This volume expounds the major
themes of the Gospel, and is suitable for all students, and those concerned
with the truth and ministry of the faith.

w. J. P.

Five Pioneer Missionaries. The Banner of Truth Trust. 35pp. f3.95.
In 1982 the Banner of Truth Trust advertised a competition with seven

prizes, for essays on the pioneer missionaries of the Christian Church. Five
of these-are here printed, and we might say the competition has had a very
successful result.

The Rev. John Thornbury, Baptist Minister in Kentucky, U.S.A., writes
on DAVID BRAINERD the famous missionary to the North American
Indians, who left us not only the example of his career, but also an insight
into the inner life of an eighteenth century missionary in his Autobiography.

The Rev. R. Strang Miller, Presbyterian Minister, of Blenheim, N.2.,
writes on WILLIAM C. BURNS, an early missionary to China, who
previously had been a Scottish Evangelist, and lrader in revival movements.

Neville B. Cryer, a Croydon Vicar, and previously Secretary and Director
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, tells us about JOHN ELIOT, the
great puritan missionary to the Indians of Massachusetts, who learned the
Algonquin language, and translated the Bible into it. This was the first Bible
to be published in America! He had left a promising career in Cambridge,
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and his work inspired the founding of the Society for the propagation of
the Gospel in 1649.

R. T. France is an Anglican scholar of cambridge and Bristol, who is
at present the vice-Principal of London Bible college. He writes on HENRy
MARTYN, the cambridge mathematician who wint to India, and Islamic
Persia with_the Gospel and the Bible, and whose life has inspired generations
of cambridge men from charles simeon, his friend to this day.ihe Henry
Martyn Hall, next to Holy Trinity Church is his memorial.

Jh9 Rev J. D. lrgg, of Richmond, yorks tells us of JOHN G. PATON.
His father was a stocking maker in Dumfries and kept a godly home with
!t4ty prayers. John worked his way through Glasgow ilniversity in the
Rgforyed Presbyterian college, and eventually wenf ro the New Hibrides,
where his missionary life was full of exciting Lxperiences among cannibal
tribes. He was a man of great determination. He died in Austialia after
a road accident. But he insisted, head swathed in bandages, in taking the
{rge.ting to which he was going. Before he went to the South Seas, an-aged
christian friend said to him, i'you will be eaten by the canniuats." His
r-eply was typical: "You are advanced in years. you will be laid in the grave,
there-to be eaten by worms. If I can liveand die honouring the Lord iesus,
it will make no difference to me whether I am eaten by can-nibals or worms;
Td.o.-n the Great Day my resurrection body will arise as fair as yours in
the likeness of our risen Redeemer.',

These mini-biographies, based on fresh research are remarkably fresh
andinteresting to read. They will bring to readers a renewed enthusiasm
for theongoing witness of the church to-day in Bible translation and Gospel
preaching. our times are only superficially different from theirs, and ihe
need is the same, that the Lord Jesus should be presented as the only Saviour
from the universal woes of mankind - ignorince of God, and sin against

w'J '  P 'Him.

The Doctrine of Repentance. Thomas watson. The Banner of rruth
Trust. 12tpp. f1.50.

watson was the minister of st Stephens, walbrook in the seventeenth
century, a leading spiritual guide in his day, and ever since. He says in
addressing his readers, "The two great essentials to a saint in this life are
faith and repentance. These are the fwo wings by which he flies to heaven. ..
Repentance is purgative; fear not the working of this pill. Smite your soul,
said Chrysostom, smite it; it will escape death by that stroke."

The Puritans were great analysts of the motioni of the soul. Their talk
was. pithy, plain, pointed. Their illustrations were from the early Fathers,
or the classics, as was the tradition of their times. In this edition footnotes
happily enlighten modern readers on these references.

In these days Repentance is not taught in the pulpit as it should be. It
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is vety spiritually helpful therefore to supplernent cirr"teaching by sdc* a
volume as this.

The Banner also publishes other works of Watson - A Body of Divinity,
The Ten Comrnandments, The [,ord's Prayer, the Beatitudes, and All Things
for Good. He is one of the most attractive as an introduction to the Puritans.

w. J. P.

The Healing Epidemic. Peter Masters. The Wakeman Trust. Pp. 2n.
f3.s0.

Profesrcr Verna Wright commends this book by the Minister of Spurgeon's
Tabernacle in the final Chapter on 'A Medical View of Miraculous
Healing', and Professor John Whitcomb of Grace Theological Seminary
writes the Foreword.

The volume covers the main discussion and methods of miraculous
healing, but its value lies in its coverage also of the most modern expressions
of faith healing, namely, Paul Yonggi Cho, and John Wimber. Two other
errors are unmasked, popular demonology, which is shown to go far beyond
any scriptural warrant, and a recent wave of 'mind and memory healing',
or healing by fantasising as taught by Rita Bennett and others.

But the book is mainly constructive, and contains careful scripture
exposition. Very valuable is the chapter implementing James 5, and the
chapter "The Law of a Sound Mind", - New Testament words which
insist on an alert, rational mind.

This is both one of the best, and certainly the most uptedate book on
healing available. w.J .  P .

Howell Harris and the Dawn of Revival. Richard Bennett.
Evangelical Press of Wales. Pp 210.

This is an improved edition of "The Early Life of Howell Harris", which
covers the origins of the Great Awakening in the eighteenth century in
Wales. He was the foremost of several generations of godly men who for
thirty nine years preached the gospel throughout Wales. The books is a
detailed account of the first three years of Harris's ministry, and is more
a spiritual autobiography, than a full history. The object of Richard Bennett,
the author of the original Welsh edition, was to show to readers of a later
generation, the working of God's Holy Spirit, in revival, in the Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are the children of God, and in life lived,
and prayer offered, in the Spirit.

This edition is valuable for a much enlarged bibliography of Harris's
times, and an excellent index to aid study. The Introduction is by D. M.
Lloyd-Jones, as before. The book is refreshing to both the mind and the
spirit of the reader. 1, W.J.P.


