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Editorial
At the New Year we are like Israel on the banks of the Jordan, when the unknown lay

before them. We need not wonder that repeatedly in the early chapters of the Book of
Joshua the advice is given "be of good courage; be strong and fear not"; "ye have not
passed this way heretofore" (3:4)

We have never been this way before, it is impossible to retrieve or retrace our steps,
we have to go forward. What a blessing that the future is veiled from our eyes; the old
hymn expresses a profound truth when it says:

"God holds the key of all unknown,
And I  am glad.

3,"$ii"'l1t#i"13 *:, o"''
I  might  be sad".

New duties lie before us, new experiences will come our way, new hopes, new
determinations, for life is full of possibilities. In facing the untrodden way we are to dedicate
ourselves to the duties of our high calling.

In facing the challenge of a New Year we need to be in living, daily, personal touch
with the Lord. If our prayer life has grown poor because of the pressure of daily life,
let us seek to put this right, otherwise our lives will lack strength and serenity.

An untrodden way lies before us but it can be:

i) A Guided Way: "in all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy
path" Proverbs 3:6.

ii) A Glowing Way: "the path of the just is the shining light which shineth more
and more unto the perfect day" Proverbs 4:18

iii) A Guarded Way: "hold up my goings in Thy path, that my footsteps slip not"
Psalm l7:5

il::"iiu,rIJJ,T:I#"
Guarded well from every foe"

, May the Lord graciously go before you each day of the New Year.
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAR OF
GRACE I99I

A sermon by the Editor
"My grace is sfficient for thee." 2. Corinthians I2:9

Paul knew what it was to have his hopes crushed and his plans frustrated. He had what
he calls a thorn in the flesh and what that thorn in the flesh was has been the subject of
much speculation all down the centuries. Bishop Lightfoot thought that it was epilepsy
the Apostle suffered. Dean Farrar thought it was something connected with his eyesight
- opthalmia - and he brings forth the text out of Galatians where Paul says to those
believers that if it had been possible they would have plucked out their own eyes and given
them to him. William Ramsey thought it was malaria fever which was of course very
common in Asia, but however its nature has not been disclosed. The Scriptures are as
wise in their reservations as they are in their revelations, but it was something real --*
it was not imaginary - it was an infirmity, a weakness, a handicap and paul knew its
persistent pressure so he uses language which suggests it was something painful and
unpleasant, something agonising and exhausting, and ultimately it is of l i tt le consequence
what the thorn was. What we are concerned with is Paul's reaction to it, and how we
react to thorns in the flesh, because some people are so crushed by grief or disablement
or trouble that they become spiritual casualties. How did Paul react to the thorn in the
flesh? I believe that the nature of Paul's thorn in the flesh has been withheld from us so
that we can see that God can overrule every circumstance of life and that we may take
comfort from it. There is a thorn in every life. There is no sky but what has a cloud of
some kind or other, but the thorns are meant to cast us upon God. We shall never fall
back on omnipotence until we realise our own lmporence.

But notice here there was a reason for Paul's thorn. Look at v.7. "Lest I should be
exalted above measure". God was concerned lest pride should gain the ascendancy over
the Apostle, and pride is very subtle. It will tell us that we are bigger rhan we are. It
will whisper that we are stronger than we are and it will insinuate thai we are better than
we are, and how we need continually to be on our guard. This is one of the problems
and one of the perils of the Christian life, the subtlety of pride. Yes, it can afflict the
occupant of the pulpit just as much as those who sit in the pews. "Lest I should be exalted
above measure there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenqer of Satan to buffet
me." Now how did Paul react?

Notice first of all, the prayer he offered. "For this thing I besought the Lord thrice. ''

There is no hint that Paul complained about his affl iction, but he did pray. Like Hezekiah,
he spread the matter before the Lord. he took refuge in prayer. He cried earnestly and
repeatedly to the Lord for relief from his distress. The trouble seemed unquestionably
evil and undesirable and his genuine desire was to devote himself the more unreservedly
to the Lord's work, and yet he had this thorn in the flesh, this frustration that was constantly
with him. But he prayed about it. He prayed concerning his infirmity. Do you pray about
yours? well, remember that prayer is the speech of a confiding heart to a sympathising
Lord. Notice concerning Paul praying. There was a persistencyabout it. "For ttris ttring
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I besought the Lord thrice." He was not content with pleading once, but thrice. He did
not readily give up. He did not casually mention his need and leave it at that, but he pleaded,
he besought, he was desperately in earnest. There was persistency in his praving. And
there was particularity about it. "For this very thing" says Paul, "I prayed." Some people
pray for everything in general and nothing in particular, but we may establish it as a rule
if anything is big enough to interest me, it is not small enough to bring to the Lord. He
prayed in particularity for this very thing. And we may be sure that he prayed with fervency.
There was nothing half-hearted or lukewarm about the Apostle's praying. Paul was not
a man to deal with anything by halves, but all he had got went into it. And James says,
"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

Now, was Paul's prayer answered? We have to answer "Yes" but not in the way that
he expected. Paul had groaned under the weight of his affliction, he cried mightily unto
God for its removal but it was an unlooked for answer that he received.

SECONDLY, notice the strength he received. "My grace is sufficient for thee. " The
response of God to his prayer was to direct his thought to the wealth and the wonder of
what lay at his disposal, "My grace is sufficient for thee.". Now there are two ways of
lightening a burden, one by actually diminishing its weight and the other by increasing
the strength of a shoulder that bears it, and so the Lord's method here was not by eradication
but by counter action. He did not take it away, but He gave grace to bear it, or, to put
it another way, the thorn was not removed but its presence was sanctified. He was enabled
to turn his trials into triumphs. He was not given a work of healing but a word on which
to rest, and this word contained, not only a passing assurance but something of permanent
and abiding value. "He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee." So now, if Paul
was perplexed or depressed in coming days the right thing for him to do was to recall
and to cast himself afresh on this word of the l-ord. And so the Lord made available enabling
grace which made it possible for Paul to live a life of triumph in the very presence of trouble.

I expect you are fairly familiar with 'The Pilgrim's Progress' You will remember there
how Bunyan gives the picture of the fire on which the adversary is busy pouring on water
to quench it, but the Lord was also busy and He was also pouring on oil to keep it aflame.
That's a wonderful picture. But notice how modestly the Lord speaks of His grace, "My

grace is sufficient for thee. " How modest! Because Paul could say elsewhere "He is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think," and the sufficiency is not
just a bare adequacy but it is large beyond expectation. No wonder Paul could write "Our

sufficiency is of God." But how does God deal with our need? How does He dispense
His grace? Well, He gives it by a daily measure, an amount sufficient for each day's need.
Remember the old promise in the Old Testament, "As thy days so shall thy strength be"
and grace for tomorrow's need will not be given today, but it will be given as the need
and the occasion requires.

After all, this was the great lesson our Lord taught us, we are to pray, "Give us this
day our daily bread. " Remember also the great illustration of the manna in the wilderness.
It was only given on a daily basis, and so it is with grace. There wil l be grace sufficient
for each moment and for each day.

Notice concerning this grace, there was a powerfirl sufficiency about it. Notice the words,
"My grace," "My strength" - "the power of Christ resting upon me." "Hast thou
not known? Hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching of his understanding.
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth strength. Even
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the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall. But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary: and they shall walk, and not faint." Isaiah 40: 28-31.
A powerful sufficiency.

Notice too, and this is important, there is a personal sufficiency. Look again at the text
and the context and notice the personal pronouns of "Me" and "thee." There will be
grace sufficient for you in your need in this year of grace. SufTicient for me in m1, need
also in this year of grace. But notice something else, there is a present sufficiency. Get
hold of the text here, "My grace ls sufficient" , not will be, though that is true. You see,
the grace was already there that Paul could draw upon.

And there is something else to notice, there is a plentiful sufficiency, as the need increases

so will be the grace also. Do you remember how Paul had to say in the same letter to
the Corinthians that "God is able to make all grace to abound toward you." The hymn
is right when it says,

"Plenteous grace with Thee is found
Grace to cover all my need."

Sometimes we are tempted to think that grace is not sufficient, that it might be inadequate
in the stress and the turmoil of life, and sometimes we are tempted to abandon the struggle.
This is how Elijah felt when he fled from the wrath of Jezebel. You remember how after
Carmel he fled and set himself down under a juniper tree and requested for himself that
he might die and said, "Lord, take away my life for I am no better than my fathers,"
and how graciously the Lord dealt with him and showed to him at length that grace was
sufficient for him and that in spite of his fears and forebodings God would not abandon
him, but give him the strength that he needed. Yes, and to those that feel themselves
hopelessly inadequate God's grace indeed is sufficient. Let me quote again fiom Bunyan
and this time from 'Grace Abounding', and there Bunyan says how he grasped with great
confidence the first four words of our text "My grace is sufficient" and how that he boggled
at the last two words, "for thee" but he came to realise that it was true for him. And
if we can accept the first four words of the text, why not accept the six, "for thee."

The prayer he offered.
The strength he received.

Lastly, the resolve he made."Most gladly therefore" says Paul "will I rather glory
in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon me. " The message of the ascended
Lord to the stunned and baffled Apostle brought reassurance and Paul's response was this,
"Most gladly therefore will I glory in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. " And the second part of the verse is, to use Dr. Scroggie's phrase, "The song
of a sanctified thorn." "Most gladly will I glory in my infirmities." Paul's will was entirely
harmonising with the Lord's will. We sing,

"My wil l is not my own
Till Thou hast made it Thine
lf it would reach the monarch's throne
It must its crown resign.

Hil'.i:":|,: nilo"' l,',,,.
When on Thy boiom it has leant,
And found in Thee its l i fe."
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Here is Paul then and having found he had grace, not only to get through a difficult
situation, but to get through triumphantly, he found his affliction in the end to be an enriching
and a rewarding experience. Oh may we all learn the great secret, the transformation of
our troubles, for, make no mistake, grace can transform the most trying situation and
circumstance and make it yield unthought of blessings. "My grace is sufficient for thee. "

A great word. I commend it to you and pray that you may find it true in your experience
whatever the year may bring.

Let me end by quoting some lines which have been made a blessing to me.

"He giveth more grace when the burdens grows greater
. He giveth more strength when the labours increase.
' To added affliction He addeth His mercy

To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
, When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure
His power has no boundary known unto men;
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again!"

Take with you the text and may God make it a blessing to you. "My grace is sufficient
for thee." Amen.

M . H .

For Younger Readers
C A R I N E  M A C K E N Z I E

Do you have a best friend? Perhaps someone in your class at school or someone who
lives near you, is your special chum. What makes a friend different from any other person?
You like to spend time with your friend. You like to chat to him or her. You like to listen
to their news and perhaps share secrets. A true friend will support you when you are in
trouble, will be sad when you are sad or disappointed and will rejoice when you are happy.

Jesus is the best friend you can have. He is the friend that sticks closer than even a
brother. Jesus himself tells us, "You are my friends if you do what I command." If we
obey him and love him and trust him then he is our very best friend.
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We can speak to him at any time. We can listen to what he has to say to us in his Word
the Bible. He will give us help and support in trouble. He is able to sympathise with our
weaknesses.

Sometimes our friends at school will move away to another town and we do not see
them for a long time. Jesus has promised never to leave us nor forsake us.

Our interests change as we grow up and so our best friend when we are twelve years
old may be a different person from our best friend at age seven. Jesus is the best friend
who stays with us through life. He always knows our needs and interests.

If Jesus is our best friend that gives us a very close link with other people who also
have Jesus as their best friend. We were recently in Germany, staying in the small university
town of Freiburg for the weekend. on the Lord's Day we went to worship in a small
church. we could not understand very much of what was said, but we enjoyed being with
other people who also loved the Lord. Afterwards one girl spoke to us in very good English.
She was actually from Canada, studying for a year at Freiburg university. She was so
pleased to speak to someone in English" "I have been here for two weeks." she said,"and I have not spoken to another Christian yet, but the Lord is very near to me. " Gesa
was delighted to spend most of the day with us and we were thrilled to meet her and speak
with her about Jesus and his word. we only knew Gesa for a very short time. yet we
felt that we were good friends because we all had Jesus as our best friend.

QUIZ

l� Who was known as God's friend? (James 2.23.)
2. To whom did God speak face to face as a man to his friend? (Exodus 33.11.)
3. Who was David's special friend? (1 Samuel 18.1.)
4. Of whom was Jesus called a friend? (Matthew ll. l9.)
5. The Lord made Job prosperous again after he did what for his friends? (Job 42.10.)
6. Who called his friends to come to meet Peter in Caesarea? (Acts 10,24.)
7. Whose friend are we not to forsake? (Proverbs 27.10.\

Seven Great f)avs of God
God's Activities in Creation and Redemption.

On new Year's Eve. as the world around surveys the years activit ies. it is appropriate
that Christians should think of thc outstandingly wonderful works of Almighty God. We
shall depict these as seven 'great days' (Jn. 7 .37 .) They are:.

I. The Day of Creation.
In Genesis (2.4.) we read of 'The day that the LORD God made the earth and the

heavens.'Today the astonomers, searching the outer spaces ofthe universe, speak ofthe
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uniformity of nature, its order, design, and purpose. David'realised this when he said,
(Ps. 139) 'I will praise thee for I am fearfully and wonderfully made'. In all that He did
that day, The Lord had an invisible purpose and plan. We speak of this as Predestination.
Within this He also tells mankind that 'all things work together for good to them that love
God.' (Rom. 8.). Here is a wonderful assurance and comfort to believers through the long
days and years that have followed man's first disobedience, and consequent dismissal from
the gracious presence of his Maker.

II. The Day God Gave the Law to Moses.
The tables of the Law given on Sinai (Ex. 20) and the proclamation of the Lord, 'The

Lord merciful, gracious, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth,'revealed to men
four basic pillars of human wisdom. i. The righteousness and merciful character of God.
ii. His covenant purpose in relationship with mankind. i i i . The sovereignty of His grace
in these purposes. and iv. the ceremonies and sacrifices which foreshadowed the promised
Saviour.

l l l . The Day Christ Died.
In Matthew this is called 'the day of preparation (c.27). To the Jews the Day of

Preparation was the day before the Passover or before a Sabbath. Christ's preparation
for the cross lay in His condemnation to death by Jewish and Gentile authorities alike.
He took the punishment of sin for all who should be justif ied by faith in Him. This day
the scene was awe-inspiring. 'From the sixth hour to the ninth hour there was darkness
over all the land . . . And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 'My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me'?' And then again, 'It is t lnished'. (Jn. 19). The veil
of the Temple at that time was split from the top to the bottom. God thus signified the
abolition of the Old Covenant, the Mosaic Ceremonial law and the introduction of the
New Covenant, the Day of Grace. On this Day of His death, our Lord Jesus Christ
made, '(by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacriflce,
oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.' It was the Centurion, a Gentile,
who first cried out, 'Truly this was the Son of God.' 

l

IV. The Day of Salvation.
In 2 Cor.6. we read, 'Behold now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.'

It is also called the Day of Grace, because in Titus 2 we read, 'The grace of God that
brings salvation has appeared to all men.'This means that the doors of God's kingdom
are now open to Jews and Gentiles alike through faith in the atoning blood of the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the day of open opportunity fbr all mankind. The Church was
founded with this charge, to preach the Gospel to every creature.

This day of salvation is also called the day of I l lumination, or Conversion, because (in
2 Pet. l) we read, 'We also have a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as a l ight that shines in a dark place, unti l the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts.' With faith comes a new birth to righteousness, and a new heart,
a heart for God.

The Day of Salvation is also the Pentecostal age, in which the work of the Holy Spirit
is personal to all believers, in faith, sanctification, prayer, growth and service. The Bible
is now the 'sword of the Spirit ' .

'The Spirit breathes upon the word, and brings the truth to sight; Precepts and promises



The Gospel Magazine

afford a sanctifying light.'
'There is a way for man to rise, to that sublime abode; An offering, and a sacrifice,

a Holy Spirit's energies, an Advocate with God.'
'The work which His goodness began, the arm of His strength will complete, His promise

is Yea, and Amen, and never was forfeited yet.'

Y. The Approaching Day.
This is the Day of the Lord, the Day of Judgment, so ofren spoken of by the prophets.

In I Cor. 3. we read 'Every man's work will be made manifest: for the day shall declare
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what
sort it is. 'The Apostle prescribes the attitude of christians to this awful day in Heb. 10.
'not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting
one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.'What is done now,
will count then.

VI. The Last Day.
This is the Day of Resurrection. In John 6 we read, 'And this is the will of him that

sent me, that every one that seeth the son, and believes on him, may have everlasting
life: and I will raise him up at the last day.' Our Lord emphasised this promise by repeating
it four times in his discourse. Then He underlined it by raising Lazarus from death. His
own resurrection proved that death was not able to hold Him. Nor is it able to hold those
who have received His promise in the Gospel. We shall be like Him. We shall see Him
as He is .

VII. The Sabbath Day.
The Sabbath was instituted, not only as a temporal blessing, or a figure of salvation

by faith without works, but also as a promise and sign of the Father's eternal Sabbath.
That is heaven, the Father's home, the home of His eternal Son, and the home of all
believers too.

Conclusion. How we can get there.
There are three signposts: :

i. Hear Him. At the transfiguration scene, the Father's voice was heard to say, 'This

is my beloved Son, hear Him.'Receive His word, written or preached, in faith.

i i . Obey Him. Jesus Himself said, (Jn. 15.) 'You are my friend if you do whatsoever
I command you.' ,.>

ii i . Worship Him. This is, Value Him, above all others. In Exod. 20, and Deut. 6, God
says, 'Thou shalt love the Lord your God with all your heart, 'and in Matt. 4. Christ
said to Satan, 'Thou shalt worship the Lord your God, and him only thou shalt serve.'

Jesus is now exalted as Lord and Saviour. The sacraments of our Church are teaching
symbols. They point to the essential truth that every man needs to have a personal
relationship and commitment to Christ as Saviour and [.ord, in faith. May this be so with us.

(A sermon preached in Glan Conway Church by the Rev. W. J. Parker, on the last day
of  1989.)
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Preaching in Revival Times
J  C .  R y l e  (  1  8 1  6 -  1  9 0 0 )

I

I fne instrumentality by which the spiritual reformers of the eighteenth century carried

I on their operations was of the simplest description. It was neither more nor less than the
I old apostolic weapon of preaching. The sword which St Paul wielded with such mighty

effect, when he assaulted the strongholds of heathenism eighteen centuries earlier, was
the same sword bv which thev won their victories.

They preached simply
They rightly concluded that the very first thing to be aimed at in a sermon was to be

understood. They strove [o come down to the level of the people, and to speak what the
poor could understand. To attain this they were not ashamed to crucify their style, and
to sacrifice their reputations for learning. They carried out the maxim of Augustine -
'A wooden key is not so beautiful as a golden one, but if it can open the door when the
golden one cannot, it is far more useful.'

They preached fervently and directly
They cast aside that dull, cold, heavy, lifeless mode of delivery, which had long made

sermons a very proverb for dullness. They proclaimed the words of faith with faith, and
the story of life with life. They spoke with fiery zeal, like men who were thoroughly
persuaded that what they said was true, and that it was of the utmost importance to your

eternal interest to hear it. They threw heart and soul and feeling into their sermons, and
sent their hearers home convinced, at any rate, that the preacher was sincere and wished

them well. They believed that you must speak/rorn lhe heart if you wish to speak ro the
heart, and that there must be unmistakable faith and conviction within the pulpit if there
is to be faith and conviction among the pews. But what was the substance and subject-
matter of the preaching which produced such wonderful effect in the eighteenth century?
I will not insult my reader's common sense by only saying that it was 'simple, earnest,
fervent, real, genial, brave, life-like,'and so forth; I would have it understood that it was
eminently doctrinal, positive, dogmatical, and distinct.

For one thing, then, the spiritual retormers of the eighteenth century taught constantly
the sfficiency and supremacy of Holy Scripture. The Bible. whole and unmutilated, was
their sole rule of faith and practice. They accepted all its statements without question.
They never flinched from asserting that there can be no error in the Word of God; and
that when we cannot understand or reconcile some part of its contents, the fault is in the
interpreter and not in the text. In all their preaching they were eminently men of one book.
To that book they were content to pin their faith, and by it to stand or fall.

Furthermore, the reformers of the eighteenth century taught constantly the tcttal corruption
of human nature. They knew nothing of the modern notion that Christ is in every man.
and that all possess something good within, which they have only to stir up and use in
order to be saved. They never flattered men and women in this fashion. They told them
plainly that they were dead, and must be made alive again; that they were guilty, lost,
helpless, hopeless, and in imminent danger of eternal ruin. Strange and paradoxical as
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it may seem to strne, their first step towards making men good was to show them that
they were utterly bad; and their primary argument in persuading men to do something
for their souls was to convince them that they could do nothing at all.

Furthermore, the reformers of the eighteenth century taught constantly that Christ's death
upon the cross was the only satisfaction for man's sins,' and that, when Christ died, He
died as our substitute - 'The just for the unjust. ' This, in fact, was the cardinal point
in almost all their sermons. They loved Christ's person; they rejoiced in Christ's promises;
they urged men to walk after Christ's example. But the one subject, above all others,
concerning Christ, which they delighted to dwell on, was the atoning blood which Christ
shed for us on the cross.

Furthermore, the reformers of the eighteenth century taught constantly the great doctrine
of justifi.cation bv faith. They told men that faith was the one thing needful in order to
obtain an interest in Christ's work for their souls.... Justif ication by virtue of church
membership - justification without believing or trusting - were notions to which they
gave no countenance. Everything, if you will believe, and the moment you believe; nothing,
if you do not believe - was the very marrow of their preaching.

Furthermore, the reformers of the eighteenth century taught constantly the universal
necessity of the heart conversion and a new creation by the Holy Spirit. They proclaimed
everywhere to the crowds they addressed, 'Ye must be born again.'Sonship to God by
baptism - sonship to God while we do the will of the devil - such sonship they never
admitted.

Furthermore, the reformers of the eighteenth century taught constantly the inseparable
connection between true faith and personal holiness. A true Christian, they maintained,
must always be known by his fruits. 'No fruits, no grace,' was the unvarying tenor of
their preaching.

Finally, the reformers of the eighteenth century taught constantly, as doctrines both
equally true, God's eterrutl hatred against sin, and God's love towards sinners. Both about
heaven and about hell they used the utmost plainness of speech. They never shrunk from
declaring, in plainest terms, the certainty of God's judgment and of wrath to come, if
men persisted in impenitence and unbelief; and yet, they never ceased to magni$ the riches
of God's kindness and compassion, and to entreat all sinners to repent and turn to God
before it was too late.

Such were the main truths which the English evangelists of those times were constantly
preaching.

. WITHOUT
l. Without the shedding of Christ's blood. there is no remission of our sins (Heb 9:22).
2. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb ll:6).
3. Without holiness no man can see the Lord (Heb 12:14).
4. Without works, faith is dead (James 2:26).
5 .  W i thou t  l ove  I  am no th ing  ( l  Co r  l 3 : l - 3 ) .
6. Without chastisement we are not children (Heb l2:8).
7. Without the Lord Jesus Christ we can do nothing (John l5:5).

{
I
1

-i

I
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Two Men: Two Prayers:
Two Results

The late Ron Brown, Clifton, Beds

"And the publican, standing ofo, off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be mercful to me a sinner."

Luke l8: | 3

We have in this chapter the prayers of two men, a Pharisee and a Tax Collector. It

was not - two men, one prayer, two results. No, something was radically wrong with

one of those prayers. This is solemn and searching, for it means that we could be praying

under a mis-apprehension.
Let us first look at the prayer that was right, then we will contrast where the other went

wrong. Jesus makes it quite clear that the Pharisee's prayer was not only wrong, but the

whole attitude and bearing of the individual was wrong. It is the Tax Collector's prayer

that is our guide, not the religious leader's prayer, the one you would have expected to

be correct, orthodox, or even prevail ing. "No" says Jesus, "I say to you this man, this

despised Tax Collector", not the other, "went home justified." This Tax Collector was

righteous in the eyes of the Almighty, whatever he appeared in the eyes of others, no

matter. This man's sins had been blotted out; his transgressions had been removed, 'as

far as the east is from the west'; they had been cast into the depths of the sea' and he

had been adopted into the family of God. He was justified by God. There is no charge

against any of God's family. And this did not happen because of his prayer. "It is God

that justifies. " His prayer was the evidence of the work of grace in his heart, that repentance

had followed conviction of sin, and this is shown here by his attitude and his words.

From this verse there were four things this Tax Collector possessed that you and I must

also possess if it is to be seen that we are justified in God's sight.

They are:- l. Penitent feet
2. Penitent eYes
3. Penitent hands
4. Penitent mouth.

1. Penitent feet Mark 9:43-48. "And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better

for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire

that never shall be quenched".
And it follows on with the foot and the eye.
So, what is involved in having penitent feet'l The Tax Collector in entering the Temple

kept back his feet from freely treading in God's House. He restrains his feet - he stood

afir off, and why did he do this? Because he was aware of the tremendous majesty of

God against whom he had so deeply sinned. Sin is not just breaking the law; it is an offence

againsi a holy God. When you realise this and that your condemnation is just, you wil l

not rush into the presence of God. Your feet will take you to a point afar off. As with

this Tax Collector, you will feel that you are in a state of separation and estrangement

l l
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from God. Sin separates God and men completely. No sooner had Adam-iinired in the
Garden of Eden than he did hide himself from the presence of God among the trees of
the garden. So then, once conviction of sin takes place there is a careful treading in coming
into the presence of God - penitent feet! In standing afar off, the Tax Collector wai
confessing his deep unworthiness and acknowledging that he merited nothing than to be
eternally separated from God.

What a contrast to this Pharisee!

_ He stood directing the prayer to himself. Where he stood is not certain, but, being a
Pharisee, it was probably near to the Sanctuary with its Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.
He was quite unconcerned about his true relationship to God.

Do you ever think of how you stand in the sight of God? Jesus addressed this parable
to those who trusted in themselves. Are you relying upon your own works of righteousness
to justify yourself before God, or are you relying upon Another, even Jesus christ? Do
your feet partly answer this question because they are seen to be penitent feet? But it is
with such feet poor truly converted sinners step tremblingly into God's Kingdom. If you
have never had those penitent feet you have never come to God. You are still waliing
along that ruinous path of sin and delusion. You may have clean, well-washed Phariseesl
feet, but with those men and women step out for hell. With Tax Collector's penitent feet,
men and women go to heaven. So much for his feet.

2. Now consider the Tax Collector's penitent eyes. For he "would not lift up so much
as his eyes unto heaven" said Jesus. What a tremendous difference is to be seen here
again! The Pharisee boldly stands before God, unashamed, unaware of how God viewed
him, looking about him, for he saw the Tax Collector and even compared himself with
that poor man. He was showing nothing of that true humility of spirit summed up in the
words of one who said "There but for the grace of God go I." The pharisee'sprayer
was laden, not with sins, but with duties, "I fast" "I pray", so this not only uplifted
his heart with pride, but his eyes also, and in this way he fearlessly approached God.

The Tax Collector, with penitent eyes, cast them down to the ground for to him God's
holiness and glory shone down with such power as to blind him in his convicted state
as a sinner. The words of Isaiah come to mind here, "woe is me, for I am undone, I
am a man of unclean lips, for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts. " "Have

seen" and that is enough to cast any sinner's eyes down and prevent them from lifting
them up to heaven. A medicine which lacks the most important ingredient is not a health-
giving medicine - it is useless, and so repentance, without deep and heartfelt shame for
sin, is not Gospel repentance. an outward concern and shame over sin in a general
conviction, and an inward shame over sin in a true conviction are different things. One
will be passing, coming and going, depending on how you feel. The other will be
consistently with you affecting perhaps your eating, your sleeping, your very health. That
is true conviction of sin. It will not be the same in degree for everyone but in every case
you will have penitent eyes, not venturing to look up to heaven. The words of the Prophet
will be yours, "O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us conllsion of face. "

A confused face is a downcast face. If you had a tramp call at your door begging for food
or drink, you would not expect him to make a great din or clamour, neither does a repenting
soul make a great din and stir at heaven's door. In fact, Jesus says, "They will not so
much as lift up their eyes to heaven" such is the conviction within them of their offence
against God in heaven. Have you, have I, penitent eyes? Sin, which is constantly with
us in our earthly life, will upon its remembrance cast our eyes down to the ground. But
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God's mercy enables us to lift up our eyes to Jesus, and to look full in His wonderful

face. Then we shall know something of how we are known, a sinner, but a sinner saved

by grace. Penitent eYes.-g. 
fne Tax Collector had also penitent hands, for he smote upon his breast. This is

an act of self-accusation and near despair. "Here the trouble lies, here is the source of

all my wickedness and sin - deep within my heart." The Tax Collector's trouble he saw

was within himself. This is shown in his cry to God. "God be merciful to me, the sinner. "

The pharisee had no internal problem - nothing from within himself caused him to cry

out. He only looked at the Tax Collector and made a comparison with him- "I thank Thee

that I am not like the rest of the people, even like this Tax Collector." I trust we are

not like this. There is a thankfulness in those redeemed by grace, but it has with it a desire

that others too may be drawn into the Gospel net. These words have the sense of 'kept

beating' - a continuing beating. He smote upon his breast to show where the foul source

and baiic course of his wickedness lay. It was in his heart which lay behind that breast.

Jesus said on another occasion, "Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders and

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies" and all kinds of cruel

wickedness. It is heart trouble that we all have but not all know it'

True repentance in a sinner will reveal the deadly plague within, so the beating of the

breast. The Tax Collector smote upon his breast with penitent hands to take, as it were'

vengeance upon his wicked and evil heart. But this also showed the sorrow which he felt

ou"i hir sin was not feigned but real, internal and heart-felt and that it oppressed him

very much. There is no oth". sorrow in the world like the sorrow over sin once you realise

thai sin is against a holy, a righteous but also a loving God. "I am-pained at my heart"

said Jeremiih. Have you had something of this experience in your life, smiting upon your

breast with penitent liands, for you, like David, are the man, the woman, that has sinned'

Penitent hands.
4. Then the Tax Collector had also a penitent mouth with which he cried out, "God

be merciful to me a sinner". This is the sincere prayer which all downcast sinners must

pray out of the depths of a broken and contrite heart. It would little avail them if they

Lad contrite feet, eyes and hands, if they did not with this Tax Collector have recourse

io the throne of divine mercy and there open their penitent mouth with a plea for gracious

reconciliation in those few words, "Be merciful to me." Who can tell what those seven

short words coming from the mouth of a penitent sinner sound like in God's pure ears'

Jesus said, "The Pharisee prayed thus with himself." God never heard his prayer' It was

not directed to Him. Oh he started with "God" but that is all'

The Lord is not deaf that we need to pray some loud and demanding prayer for mercy.

Seven short words will open wide God's heart to show us mercy, and really that is all

we need. If we know the mercy of God we know that our sins are all forgiven, but the

prayer must be from a penitenf mouth, accompanied by penitent feet, penitent eyes and

p"nlt"nt hands. Is this your experience in a measure, to know what it is to have a cry

iot ."..y pressed out of you to God, because of your sins?

Now the Tax Collector can still teach us something with his short prayer, "God be

merciful to me a sinner." They are three weighty and important things if we consider,

l .
2 .
3 .

To whom he prays.
For whom he prays.
For what he prays.
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First - towhom he prays. He prays unto the Lord, "God'r says he. So also did the
Pharisee. He too said "God, I thank rhee." They both turned to God, the one with a
petition, the other with a thanksgiving. But where is the difference even in a form of religion
- everything is directed towards God. So far, this is good. The Pharisee had learned
that "The Lord our God is one Lord and that man shall have no other Gods before Him. "

Deut. 6. Exodus 20. What then was the difference here? Well, it is the same ditference
as the 'cain and Abel offering' in Genesis 4. cain only came with an offering; Abel came
with an offering and a sacrifice. That distinction is all important in our approach to God
in respect of worship and prayer. It is true that God commands us to be thankful as well
as to petition Him, but our thankfulness must be based upon our knowledge of God, and
of ourselves. In other words, a head knowledge is not a saving knowledge. This was the
Pharisee's approach. The Tax Coilector had a true spiritual knowledge based upon the
work of the Spirit in his heart. So the difference between these two is no less than the
difference between darkness and light.

Are you walking in the light? That light which shows you the absolute need of having
a Saviour, a Saviour who has paid the price of your sins by the sacrifice of Himself, even
Jesus Christ? Ifyou have that knowledge and experience and you pray, "God", then your
petition is not only going to be heard, but it will be answered, because you are coming
with an offering and a sacrifice which is acceptable to God; you are coming in the Name
of Jesus Christ, God's Son, in Whom He is well pleased.

The Tax Collector in the Temple did not turn to any Priest or Prophet or look to any
fellow creature, but cast his eyes down to the ground and lifted his heart up to God, To
Whom he prays.

2. Now we will look at for whom he prays. Does the Tax Collector's prayer now ascend
for others whom he sees still living in sin? Not at all. It is for his own sinful soul that
he prays here. He is like one who is in the water expecting at any moment to drown.
He cries out and struggles to save his own life, though he sees many round him in the
same condition. "God" he says, "Be merciful to me a sinner." "Have pity, if i t can
please Thee, upon me. " "I am nothing but a wicked, unholy and condemned sinner. Deal
not in judgment, but show me mercy."

The Pharisee was in his own sight such a devout and holy man who had never stirred
up or mudded the water. For this reason he knows of no need of confession or
acknowledgement of sin. He commences with an account of his virtues and good works,
of his fasting, praying, tithing and so forth, and outwardly appearing very humble, for
he .thanked God for all this.

The Tax Collector, however, can say nothing of good works or virtues. All he can say
is that he is a sinner - l/re Sinner, as Paul said of himself, he was the CHIEF of sinners.
Have you ever felt to be the chief of sinners, perhaps felt to be the only sinner? Then
you will go along with this Tax Collector and pray, "God be merciful to me the sinner. "

You will not retain any self-righteousness or look for any good outside of Jesus Christ.
You will simply 'hunger and thirst after righteousness.' This righteousness comes fiom
Jesus Christ and is placed as a robe upon all repentant sinners.

These seven short words of the Tax Collector's prayer become yours "God be.merciful
to me a sinner." Gone is your self-righteousness, and for this purpose Jesus spoke this
parable "unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous."

3. Finally, let us consider for what he prays. What is it that he craves of the Lord?
What did he lack which was indispensable to him if he was to be saved? He expresses
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it very briefly and in one word. FIe seeks and pleads alone for MERCY - just PURE

MERCY. What is this mercy that he seeks? It is God's love revealed to those in misery
- that is mercy, as grace is God's love shown to the undeserving. So he is seeking

something that can only come from God, mercy, reconciliation - 'God and sinners

reconciled.' How wonderful! How marvellous!
But one thing we must remember the Tax Collector took hold of mercy by faith- All

other supports and props had gone, secret or otherwise. He had cast himself completely

on God'.s mercy. You and I must do the same if we are to be saved. We shall come like

Queen Esther before King Ahasuerus saying, "If I perish, I perish." I ' l l  perish suing

for mercy - and none have ever perished there.
Two men - two prayers - two results. One had penitent feet, penitent eyes, penitent

hands and a penitent mouth, and he prayed to God for mercy.
Have you these evidences of conviction of sin, repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

If you have you will go home justified in the eyes of God. If you have not, it were better

foi you not to have been born. Solemn and searching though this is, it is a truth revealed

in Scripture.

Jottings from a Pilgrim's Notebook
John 9 vv 8-23

The demand that we shall bear our testimony

Note the change Jesus wrought in this man when his eyes were opened. The neighbours

saw adffiren." in hi-, so that they began to ask questions of him. Here is a challenge

to us who say that our eyes have been opened. Can others who knew us befbre see any

difference in our way of life? What difference should they see? F{e was required to give

his testimony. How were thine eyes opened? He said very simply that Jesus had done

it. he himseif had done what Jesus had told him to do, and the change was wrought in

him. We also are required to bear oultestimony. When we do so, are we careful to give

all the glory to Jesus our Lord? He wa.s brought to the Pharisee.s, those who hated Jesus.

Here again he was required to say what Jesus had done for him. They were quick to

condemn Jesus, because He had done this miacle of healing on the Sabbath, and then they

asked the man what he had to say about Jesus. In spite of what they had said, and of their

position of power; he said simply that Jesus was a prophet. Let us recognise that when

we speak of our Lord Jesus, we can expect to be ridiculed and opposed and maybe

persecuted: but we must not fail to testify of Him. The Pharisees tried to discredit the

man: they refused to believe that he had been born blind. They called his parents hoping

to get th;m to discredit him. The parents were afiaid and while acknowledging that he

wai their son, and was born blind, they pushed the responsibility and persecution back

on him. They said, we don't know how he was healed, ask him, he is of age. Again we

are called to learn the lesson. We must never by any act of ours: or by our silence fail

to support any child of God who is sutfering persecution, or being threatened, because

of his faith in the Lord Jesus. 
. A.V.Mc.C.
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Spiritual Growth
J .  R .  Beeke

Growth is a marvel. And a mystery. commonly. it is imperceptible. For the process
of growth is gradual. Moreover, growth tends to transpire when we are most amized by
our imperfect knowledge and unexplored ground.

Growth humbles. In a given field of studies, the most diligent students are prone to
be those most awed by the breadth of material to learn. And they are right. No iuthentic
student ever arrives. There are aways greater depths to plumb, greater breadths to explore.

All this is infinitely true of spiritual matters, In this regard, our Reformed and Puritan
forebears were rich. How profound was their grasp of Scripture! How broad their
knowledge in diverse fields of truth! How deeply led by the Holy Spirit into experiencing
and relishing the doctrines of grace! How beautifully they utilized their gifts for spiritual
ends! They lived on the growing edge of advancement. They grew in the grace and
knowledge of the t ord Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, as they grew, they were the moie heartily
persuaded, "We are of yesterday, and know nothing" (Job 8:9). Typical is Calvin's closing
preface statement to the Institutes, quoting Augustine:
"I count myself one of the number of those who write as they learn and learn as they write.''

Reformed divines drew a parallel between educational and spiritual growth. ihe more
they grew, the more they realized: There are greater depths to plumb, greater breadths
to explore, greater heights to experience. For them, the beauty of growth lay precisely
here. For growth was not an end in itself, but its goal was their sanctification in Chriit
to God's glory by the application of the Spirit. Hence their continual call to rrue believers
to seek growth in grace.

In this emphasis, our forefathers were eminently biblical. The Holy Spirit makes this
abundantly plain particularly in the epistles of Paul and Peter: "We beseech you that ye
increase more and more" (l rhes. 4: l0). "That ye may grow up into Him in all things"
(Eph. 4: l5). "I pray that your love may abound more and more" (phil. l:9). "we beseech
you as ye have received ofus how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound
more and more" (l rhes. 4: l). "Desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby" (l Pet. 2:2). "Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ" (II Pet. 3:18). Plainly, growrh is a vital sign of l i fe.

Called to Spiritual Growth
"But why is spiritual growth so necessary?" you may ask. "If God has begun his saving

work in me, is not this sufficient? Must I be exhorted to grow, when I cannot make myself
grow?"

All true believers are called to seek grace to grow in grace for these worthy reasons:
First, and above all, spiritual growth glorif ies God (Jn. l5:8; phil. l . l  l). "As your greatest
good comes through the sufferings of christ, " preached rhomas Brooks to his flock, "so

God's greatest glory that He hath from His saints comes throush their growth under
sufferings. "

Growth in grace is the true beauty of the Christian life. Thomas Watson profoundly
observes: "Abraham's faith was beautiful when in its infancy, but at last it grew so vigorous
and eminent, that God Himself was in love with it, and crowned Abraham with this honour.
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to be 'the father of the faithful.' ''--r43fii# tlr'ila :i;j-!ii '

Growth in grace is the best proof of spiritual life, health, and usefulness. You cannot

grow too much in grace. The Thessalonian's faith grew exceedingly, but not to excess
(l fn"r. l:3). Therefore seek growth, for either you shall grow or decay. True religion

cannot stand still. If faith does not grow, unbelief will; if heavenly-mindedness does not

grow, covetousness will.- 
Seek growth in grace also if you would flourish in glory. In heaven every vessel shall

be full, yet to*e vessels hold more than others. He whose pound gained ten was made

ruler over ten cit ies (Lk. 19:17).
Even more deeply, seek growing grace for such growth pleases God. Christ is the

husbandman in thcsong of Solomon who loved to see the plants, on which He had bestowed

much labour, flourishing and bearing fruit (6:ll). Reverently speaking, the Lord takes

pleasure in all His people, but double pleasure in those that grow'

Nor is it His fault when we do not grow. God delights to ''give more grace" says James

(4:6), and David tells us that He has "pleasure in the prosperity of His servants" (Ps.

35:27). So little growth takes place because we quench so much the new principle of grace-

planted within ui. As a vicious cycle, quenched duty, indulged iniquity, and neglect.of

growth robs us of spiritual privileges and grieves the Spirit. Seek growing grace by adorning

ihe doctrine you profess 1iit. Z:CI), thereby preserving the cause of Christ from reproach

and your own soul from backsliding.

Desiring Spiritual Growth
Do you desire to grow in grace? Then the words of James must never be forgotten:

"eveiy good gift und "ue.y perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father

of l ighis; (t:ID. This is is tru" of growth in grace as of allGod's blessings. It is "the

gift of God."
Nevertheless, God is pleased to work by means. He has ordained means as well as ends.

If you yearn for growttrin grace, you must use the means of growth. You must diligently

usi the private means of giace, siarch the Scriptures and writings of godly fathers, and

storm the throne of grace for God's blessing. You must carefully use the public means

of grace, attending h-ow you approach God's Word. You must never settle for less than

real and frequentiommunion with God in and through Christ Jesus' ever labouring to

come closer to Christ in such experiential relationships as Saviour-sinner, Physician-patient'

Head-member, Shepherd-sheep, Master-pupil, Bridegroom-bride, and Advocate-client'

Seek mortification of the flesh, honouring of the Word, devotedness to God' and

occupation with Christ, if you would grow in grace'

. , , ,  i
Marks of Spiritual Growth

Do you desire to know if you are growing in grace?

Examine whether you are increasing in humility. The person who is growing spiritually

increasing feels his own sinfulnes und un*otthiness. Growing in low thoughts of himself'

he is realy to say with job, "I am vile"; with Abraham, "I am dust and ashes"; with

Jacob, "I am noi*orthy of the least of all Thy mercies"; with David, "I am a worm";

with Asaph, "I was as i beast before Thee"; with Isaiah, "I am a man of unclean lips':

and with Peter, "I am a sinful man, O Lord" (Job 40:4; Gen. 18:27:32:10; Ps. 22:6:

73:22:  Is .  6 :5;  Luke 5:8) .
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Examine.whether you are growing proportionally, for the right manner of growth is
uniform. Thomas watson provides an apt example: "To g.ori in knowledge, but not
meekness, brotherly love, or good works, is nof the right growth."

. Another sign of growth is increased spirituality - in principles, in affections, in raste,
in mind' in duty. Though not neglecting duty in any legitimate domain of life - clomestic,
ecclesiastical, occupational, national, social - the one growing in grace loves spiritual
exercises best. A spiritual appetite for God and His meansof grace is increasingly kindled.
The prizing of Christ and the loving of His ordinances are-growth-indicatois, just as a
declining Christ and waning ordinances indicate grace decline. In fact, the halimark of
spiritual growth is John the Baptist's maxim, "He must increase, but I must decrease"
(Jn. 3:30).

Growth in grace also necessitates sanctification. A holy walk of life, which grows in
conquering sin, Satan, and self, through Christ's strength, is a must for the realipiritual
progress. Thomas Brooks'.Puritan language is sufficient validation of this mark of growth:"If now you would be rich in graces, look to your walking. It is not the knowirig soul,
nor the talking soul, but the close-walking soul, the obedient soul, that is rich.;

Again, spiritual growth reveals itself in increased love - love for God, Christ, the Holy
Ghost, family and neighbour - especially those of the household of faith. Growing grace
increasingly loves God's attributes and the Holy Spirit's saving operations. It learns to
see a thousand things in Christ and God's salvation of which ii ai first never dreamed.
Cirist's love and power, His heart and intentions, His office as Substitute, physician,
shepherd, Redeemer, Friend, and Mediator, as well as prophet, priest, and King, are
unfolded by the Spirit in an unspeakable manner. The more ihrist is praised and piized,
the less weary we grow in well-doing. Godly zeal multiplies; love foi family and church
consumes innermost desires; intercessions for missions at home and abroad enlarse
themselves.

Increasing hatred of sin in both its penalty and pollution accompanies growing grace.
Sin becomes not only a coal that burns, but also blackens, so that it is feared more thin death.
. Finally, dependence on God in Christ for everything signals growth. The true believer
is enrolled for life in the school of free grace, the "tiiniiarianichool" of I Corinthians
l:30, "But of Him (rhe Father) are ye in chrisr Jesus (the Son), who of God is made
unto us (by the spirit) wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
As impossible as spiritual growth is f iom our side, God is able to provide it. "For it is
God which worketh in you both to wil l and to do of His good pleasure" (phil. 2:13).'"Lord, grant me Thy grace, and cause me to grow in grace byThy work and to Thy glory.;,

lgut l. R. Beeke is pastor of the First Netherlands Reformed Congregation Grand Rapids.
Michigan U.S.A.
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''In the morning will I direct mt- pra)rer unto Thee , and will look up , '
Psalm 5:3

"The day-break blessing is a day-long gain" - Dean Law.
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FANNY CROSBY 1820-1915
(Mrs. Alexander van Alstyne)

l sa  A  Buck ley  (Amb les ide ,  Cumbr ia )

Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast,
There by His love o'ershaded,
Sweetly my soul shall rest.

One day, many years ago, a great crowd of people in New York were caught up in
sudden panic. As the stampede increased, a tiny girl began to weep in terror lest she be
knocked down and trampled upon. Her mother lifted her up and soothed her with the words,
"Hush, my litt le one, you are safe now in mother's arms."

A friend vividly described the scene to Miss Crosby and she was deeply impressed.
Some time later a friend, called Dr. Doane, called to see her, and having just composed

a new hymn tune he played it to her and asked her to write some words. After a quiet
half-hour in her room, and influenced by the story of the little child, she returned with
the hymn complete.

"Safe in the arms of Jesus."

Memory holds the door and I can see myself again, a small child sitting on mother's
lap, and hear her voice sing the lovely words as a lullaby. Perhaps such precious memories
come to many of you too.

Fanny Crosby was born in 1820 or 1823. She was only six weeks old when her sight
was permanently destroyed. He father died when she was an infant and her mother and
grandmother were the strong influences in her upbringing. Fanny was a bright happy child,
and, despite her blindness, full of fun and frolic. We find the small girl writing:-

Oh, what a happy soul I am!
Although I cannot see;
I am resolved that in this world
Contented I wil l be.

: How many blessings I enjoy,
That other people don't!

I:#:i :11;''*ll:ause 
I'�m brind':

The dear grandmother devoted herself to the child. She taught her to love astronomy,
to know the flowers by their shape and fragrance. Through her eyes Fanny'isaw" the
birds, their size and plumage, and learned to know their little songs. Thus the young lif'e
was enriched and sweetened. Best of all, as they rocked together in the rocking chair.
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grandmother told the great bible stories and helped Fanny to store in her memory a great
deal of Scripture. When she grew up she was to say "It was my grandmother who brought
the Bible to me, and me to the Bible."

The little girl had a great longing to learn like other children, and her desire was answered
when in 1835 she began to attend classes at the New York City Institution for the Blind.
She made good progress in a number of subjects, music being one of them. In 1847 she
was appointed as a teacher at the Institution.

Fanny Crosby had a great knowledge of Scripture and the loving prayers of her family
but it was not until 1850 that there came the great day of her own conversion. During
a special service while the hymn was being sung:-

"Alas ! and did my Saviour bleed,
And did my Sovereign die?"

the gracious Holy Spirit working within drew her to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
In 1858 came a precious joy in her marriage to Alexander Van Alstyne. He was an

earnest Christian, also blind, and a gifted musician. They made their home in New York
and together composed many hymns.

Many of Fanny Crosby's hymns are scattered throughout our hymn books and are still
well-loved to-day. Surely it was out of her own experience of life that she was enabled
to write:-

"All the way my Saviour leads me;
What have I to ask beside?
Can I doubt His tender mercy,
Who through life has been my Guide?

Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For I know, whate'er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well."

Fanny Crosby had a long life of fruitful service for her Master. She wrote more than
8000 hymns. She was deeply interested and involved in the work of various missions in
New York. Children were very dear to her and she always carried a "Wordless Book"
in her bag so that she might tell the Gospel story to the children she met.

ln l9O2 her beloved husband died but she continued her busy life of service for some
years. Later she went to live at Bridgeport, Connecticut to be near some friends.

In October l9l2 a great gathering heard her tell how God had led and blessed her over
the ninety years. She said:-

"Hope has always been the burden of my song. It is the never-fading flower of my
life. It enriches and beautifies my every hour. It lights my morning hours, it brightens
my activities at noonday, and it glows in the evening shadows. I write of the door
of hope for downcast souls, and I shall carry on this ministry of hope till I enter
the Celest ia l  Ci ty .
I have sought each day to be of one of God's unselfish souls. My simple trust in
God's goodness has never failed me during these many years, since I learned the
lesson of "Trust and obey." Faith supplies me with good gifts from my Father's
hand. Three things I have always watched are: my taste, my temper, and my tongue.



The Gospel Magazine 2l

,. ,, I constantly pray: "Set a watch, O Lord, over my mouth." My love for the Bible
and its sacred truth is stronger and more precious at ninety than at nineteen. This
book is God's treasure-house, my bread of life, the anchor of my hope, the lantern
that lights my pathway Home. Looking back-ward, I see the way of struggle. L,ooking
forward. Heaven's sunrise breaks before me."

During the night of February llth 1915 this aged godly saint was taken suddenly ill,
and in a few moments she passed into the presence of her Saviour and Lord.

When she was 7l years old she heard a preacher, Dr. Howard Crosby, say: "No Christian
should ever fear, for the same grace that teaches us how to live will teach us how to die. "

Fanny Crosby was so impressed that she sat down at once and wrote these words:-

"Some day the silver cord will break,
And I no more as now shall sing;
But oh, the joy when I shall wake
Within the palace of the King!

Some day my earthly house will fall,
I cannot tell how soon 'twill be;
But this I know - my All in All
Has now a place in heaven for me.

Some day when fades the golden sun
Beneath the rosy-tinted west,
My blessed Lord shall say 'Well done!'
And I shall enter into rest. 

::
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Some day; till then I'll watch and wait -
My lamp all trimed and burning bright -
That when my Saviour opes the gate,
My soul to Him may take its flight.

And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story - Saved by grace."

t

"My grace is sufficient for thee." 2 Corinthians 12:9.

If none of God's saints were poor and tried, we should not know half so well the
consolations of divine grace. When we find the wanderer who has not where to lay his
head, who yet can say, 'Sti l l  wil l I trust in the Lord'; when we see the pauper starving
on bread and water, who still glories in Jesus; when we see the bereaved widow

A Never Failing Promise
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overwhelmed in affliction, and yet having faith in Christ,'oh! what h6nourlt reflects on
the gospel. God's grace is illustrated and magnified in the poverty and trials of believers.
Saints bear up under every discouragement, believing that all things work together fbr
their good, and that out apparent evils a real blessing shall ultimately spring - that their
God will either work a deliverance for them speedily, or most assuredly support them
in the trouble, as long as He is pleased to keep them in it. This patience of the saints proves
the power of divine grace. There is a lighthouse out at sea; it is a calm night - I cannot
tell whether the edifice is firm; the tempest must rage about it, and then I shall know whether
it wil l stand. So with the Spirit 's workl if i t were not on many occasions surrounded with
tempestuous waters, we should not know that it was true and strong; if the winds did not
blow upon it, we should not know how firm and secure it was. The master-works of God
are those men who stand in the midst of difficulties. stedfast. unmoveable -

: "33HjH1:?",i.il1i:ring crv'

He who would glorify his God must set his account upon meeting with many trials. No
man can be illustrious before the Lord unless his conflicts be many. If then, yours be
a much-tried path, rejoice in it, because you will the better show forth the all-sufficient
grace of God. As for His failing you, never dream of it - hate the thought. The God
who has been sufficient until now. should be trusted to the end.

C. H. Spurgeon,
Morning & Evening Portions.

Cutting The Covenant
MALCOLM JONES (Crockenh i l l ,  Swan ley ,  Ken t )

Genesis 15:7 - 21.

These words sound very strange to oui modern, western ears, for when we wish to
enter onto a binding contract with someone, we call in a Solicitor to draw up a legal
document setting out the terms of the agreement. We then have both parties signing the
document in the presence of witnesses, and a copy of it is then retained by each signatory.

Contracts were drawn up rather differently in the days of Abram and, though non less
than God was entering into a covenant with this man, he did it in such a way that Abram
would be able to understand what God was in fact doing. What was it all about?

The Lord had appeared to Abram and made some remarkable promises about a vast
number of descendants that would be given to Abram through a son coming from his own
body. Taking in the sheer impossibility of this in human terms, "Abram believed in the
Lord: and He counted it to him for righteousness." (v.6)

The response of deliberate trust on Abram's part was then rewarded by a further revelation
from God. This time it was a promise about a vast inheritance for Abram's offspring to
possess.  (vs.  18-21.)
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Perhaps we aretempted to ask what it all has to do with us today. As children of Abram
it has a great deal to do with us, for God has promised rr a vast inheritance, "an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time, " I Peter l: 4 & 5 of which canaan is but a faint copy; and the terms on which
God has promised this inheritance to us are the same terms on which God made His
commitment to Abram in this chapter. For "this treaty is the original form of the salvation
covenant which gives the Old Testament its name." (J.8.)

THE GOD OF THE COVENANT V.7.
It all started with God, what God was promising was immeasurably more than all Abram

would have asked or imagined. The whole episode was prompted by God coming alongside
Abram and simply saying, "I am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of tho Chaldees,
to give thee this land to inherit it."

In a way we stand exactly where Abram stood if we are his descendants by faith. Like
him we have been brought out of our Ur of the Chaldees, our house of bondage, our city
of destruction. Like him our feet have been made to stand in the land of our inheritance.
We have been given peace with God, through our Lsrd Jesus Christ. We have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins. We already have life in his Name. Yet, like
Abram here, we are aware that we only have 'the earnest of our inheritance'. We only
have the firstfruirs of the Spirit.in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
(2 Cor. l:22)The fullness of the inheritance lies'kept in heaven for you'(l Peter l:4.)
It is perfectly safe there, and there is no doubt that every believer will arrive there safely.
he who'brought you out' wil l ' take you in.'It all rests securely in the character of our
Guarantor who says "I AM THE LORD." His unchangeableness is our security.

THE NEED FOR A COVENANT V.8
And yet Abram felt the need of something tangible to cling on to as a pledge that he

would gain possession of the land. Abram was not the unbelieving sign-seeker as soundly
condemned by our Lord (Matt. 12:38), but a man of genuine faith (v.6) However, the
promise God was making was of staggering proportions and Abram requested some
reassurance in the matter. Nor was he denied the help he needed, and, in responding to
Abram's need, the Lord did something which would have also reassured the descendints
of Abram during their long vigil in Egypt. They would be able to look back to this event,
as we look back to Calvary, and know of a certainty that the days of exile would be
exchanged for the land of promise.

THE PREPARATION FOR THE COVENANT VS. 9-12 :
We now come to the rather strange happening in vs. 9-10 where Abram was callecl upon

to take a selection of animals and birds, cut the animals in two and place the halves oppoiite
each other in two rows.

Now, whilst this sounds very peculiar to us, this was the way important binding contracts
were made in those days. An animal, or animals, were cut in half and the two halves
laid out with a gap in the middle. The parties entering into the agreement would then walk
between the pieces of the animals rehearsing the terms of the covenant by which they were
binding themselves. Having done that they would then invoke the penllty for breach of
the contract, namely, that whoever broke the covenant would be treated in the same way
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as the animals had been, that is, put to death. There is an i l lustration of this in Jeremiah
34 v.18, 19 The Lord is speaking about certain people who had entered into a binding
agreement with Him, but had broken it. This is what He says:- "And I wil l give the men
that have transgressed My covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant
which they had made before Me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between
the parts thereof, The princes ofJudah, and the princes ofJerusalem, the eunuchs, and
the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf:
I will even give them into the hands of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek
their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to
the beasts of the earth." What Abram was being called upon to do was to prepare for
the making of a solemn covenant which would be a binding arrangement of such importance
that the death penalty would be incurred in the case of a breach of the contract.

Abram would have grasped that and also understood that the terms of the contract must
be really great to be inaugurated or pledged in this way.

But not only did Abram, have to prepare the animals for the covenant, he had himself
to be prepared. How important to him were the things God was promising? I think these
are the questions which lie behind v.ll For the covenant came under threat before it is
even made, and Abram had to drive away the birds of prey that came down on the carcases.

It was a test as to how determined Abram was to get all that God had in store for him.
Of course, we have our birds of prey to contend with. There might be serious doubts
in our minds as to whether heaven is worth making such a sacrifice for, or fellowship
with God can match the pleasures of sin for a short time. 'The cares of this life, the
deceitfulness ofriches and the desire for other things'are birds ofprey we have to drive
away, and sometimes we have to battle long and hard with them.

Abram had to keep up his vigil all day long until 'the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him.' He seems to be
exhausted and feel utterly defeated and depressed as though everything was lost in spite
of all his efforts. 'God does move in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.' Sometimes
he seems to take us right to the limits of our endurance before He suddenly steps in to
bless us. What Abram was going through in his mind was, of course, a premonition of
what his descendants would go through as the next verse indicates; but it has been the
experience of many believers all down the centuries of time, and not without reason. For
'it is often through the horror of the darkness that we learn really to trust God's infallible
wisdom'. (D.J.) God's timing is always perfect, so hang on then if a thick and dreadful
darkness surrounds you. God will bring it to an end, nor will He let it remain one moment
longer than necessary.

THE PRONOUNCEMENTS OF THE COVENANT VS.12-16
Notice the timing in v.13. 'Then the Lord said to him'when the struggles of the day

were over, when Abram had fallen into a deep sleep, exhausted and perhaps depressed,
the Lord spoke to him and let him know that everything was safe and secure in His hands.
"Abram, the going will be tough, but nothing and nobody will stop me from keeping
my promise to you." Let us look at the deraii . What did God say to the man? Well, He
gave him an answer to his question in v.8 Abram had asked, "How can I know?" And
the Lord says, 'There are four things I want you to know of a surety.'
(l) 'Your descendants will be strangers in a country not theirs, and they shall afflict them
four hundred vears.'v.13. (C/f Ex.2:22.\ The inheritance would not be gained
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immediately. It would be preceded by a time of exile in which Abram's descendants would
endure slavery and suffering. This must have been a painful fact for Abram to face, and
yet any believing Israelite living during that period ofEgyptian tyranny shoud have found
this verse of great comfort.

The affliction was no accident. It was not out of God's control. Though it seemed to
last a long time it was to be for a limited time - 400 years. The exact period was 430
years as recorded in Exodus 12:40. The time of testing in the furnace of affliction would
finish in God's time. We need to know that ourselves. Our time away from the land of
our inheritance is limited. I hope we are happy about that.
(2) Abram was 'to know of a surety.' (v. l3) "And also that nation, whom they shall serve,
will I judge: and afterward they shall come out with great substance." (v.14)

It is important to know that evil-doers are not going to succeed permanently. Their days
are numbered. We have something worth suffering for and to confidently anticipate on
the day of our Lord's coming the wrongs of earth will be more than compensated for
on that day.
(3) Abram was given a personal word of assurance. (v.15) "And thou shalt go to thy
fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age."

I would like to say something about that comment of "going to your fathers" for, as
one writer puts it, it is "suggestive of continuing consciousness and fellowship beyond
the grave" (J.B.) When our Lord was questioned on the subject of the resurrection He
rounded on His opponents with these words, "Have you not read in the book of Moses,
how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. "

Mark l2: 26-27 . In spite of the fact that all three patriarchs had all been dead and buried
some time, God did not say to moses, "l was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,"
but, "I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob."

Abraham did not live through the tribulations of Egypt. He did not remain alive unto
the coming of God's people into their inheritance. He died. But what happened when he
died? He went to his fathers in peace, and he did so before his body was buried. With
an even greater confidence we lay the bodies ofour departed believing friends in the ground
knowing that they have already not only gone "to their fathers in peace" but gone "to

be with Christ which is far better" by far.
(4) Thc last thing God wanted Abram to be certain about is in v.16. "But in the fourth
generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. "

You can trace those four generations in Exodus 6:13-25 from Levi to Kohath to Amram
to Moses. But something rather important comes out of this verse. We often get impatient
with God, wondering why He does not act when we want Him to. The situation from
where we are standing cries out for God to act immediately and we can see no reason
for Him taking so long to answer our prayer.

But this verse tells us for a start that we are not the only pebble on the beach, and that
the way God answers us will affect His ways with others. One of the reasons why Abram's
descendants spent so long in Egypt was God's concern for the inhabitants of Canaan who
would be eliminated when Israel took over their territory.

This verse is important for it teaches clearly that when Joshua's armies invaded Canaan,
their invasion would not be an act of aggression but an act of justice. They would be the
instruments of God's judgment upon the atrocious evils being perpetrated by the Canaanites.
God was not being unjust when He unleashed the Israeli armies on all those peoples listed

:
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in vs. 19-21. He was using the invaders as the "rod of His anger" to mete out His righteous
judgment on the ungodly nation. And the reason He took so long to do so, was because
their guilt did not warrant the action before that time. So the reason why Israel was kept
out of Canaan so long, and suffered so long, was because of God's patience with the
Canaanites whose guilt was esculating. And why is it that the Lord has not come and taken
us unto our inheritance yet? Why is it that his coming has been so long in being realised?
Peter has the answer and he puts it like this.

"'Ihe Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness: but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance." 2 Peter 3:9. "But the day of the lord wil l come as a thief in the night: in
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. " v.10.

THE MAKING OF THE COVENANT VS. I7-2I
"How can I know that these things will come to pass?" God has outlined remarkable

promises to us in His Word; how can I know for certain that we shall enjoy the fulfilment
of them? I-ook at v.17. "And it came to pass, that when the sun went down, and it was
dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.
in the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram." v.18.

God so often revealed Himself by fire in Old Testament days. "It was God's power
and faithfuiness, not Abram's, that became the sole and sufflcient guarantee of tulfllment. "

(A.M.S.) What can we add to His covenant promise? What can rob us of the value of
Christ's sacrifice? Nothing can! Not even the law of God which exposes our guilt. (Galatians
3 :  l 5 -18 ) .

Fire is a fitting reminder of the holiness of Him with whom we have to do. But the
form of that fire was so fitting for the situation here. The smoking fire, pot or furnace,
so indicative of the furnace of Egypt; the flaming torch of hope, so welcome as a pointer
to their survival and deliverance. In these forms God passed between the pieces of the
animals making a solemn commitment to Abram that He would fulfil His promise to that
man and his descendants.

But then we wait for Abram to pass between the pieces of the animals and (had we been
accustomed to these events) we would have been surprised to see him staying where he
was. But, you see, "God's covenant is not a bargain between equals" (D.S); it is a free
gift He guarantees to give. Abram must simply receive what God provides. By going
between those pieces alone God was asserting "that nothing could stand in the way of
the fulf i lment of his prornise, for His divine honour was at stake in the matter." (D.J.)
He pledges Himself to keep His word by this solemn act of covenant-making.

But what if Abram's descendants proved unworthy of the inheritance prepared for them?
What if they proved themselves no better than the nations surrounding them?

Notice something very important and precious about this action by the Lord here. In
walking between those pieces of dead animals, the Lord not only accepted the full
responsibrl ity of bringing Israel to its inheritance, but also of bearing the curse implicit
in that ritual.

For as the parties passed between the halves of the dead animals they would not only
rehearse the terms of the covenant but would also say, "May it be done to me as it has
been to these animals if the terms of this covenant be broken."

Our minds go to another place and another time. It is mid-day and yet the sun has set.
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Darkness has fallen. Had we eyes capable of penetrating that darkness we would see not
simply a smoking furnace but a blazing furnace - the wrath of God at our sin. consuming
a sacrifice that was different from all its predecessors. And had we been able to ask what
was going on! we would have been told something like this, "God was in Christ, reconciling
the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them." (2 Cor. 5;19)

And then, like Abram, we would have stood back and realised why God alone could
walk between the pieces of the sacrifice.

For,

'' 
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He only could unlock the gate

Of heaven, and let us in."

"On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram." (v.18). On that other day the

Lord made a covenant with us, not about a land out in the middle east, but about a land

that is fairer than day and by faith we can see it afar.
As Abram went to bed that night his circumstances were no different from when he

had got up the previous morning. He still had no son and he still possessed no inheritance.
Furthermore, he had no tangible evidence that either of these promises would ever come

true. But what he had was the cast-iron guarantee of the Lord who had now by solemn

covenant committed Himself to do all He had said.
The same is true of us. We have no categorical proofs that we can show our neighbours

to convince them we are bound for glory. But we have something better. We have the

covenant word of our Lord, based on a once-for-all sacrifice. We have a promise which

stands on His grace alone. We have been promised "an inheritance incorruptible, and

undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power

of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. " I Peter l:4-5.

So, as we look ahead to that glorious day, or as, perhaps, we think about those who have

arrived there arreadv 

;";;'":::lt o*u 'ECURE :
The gloii i ied spirits in heaven."

Why? Because, if we believe, we are children of Abraham, and. if we are children of

Abram. we are those with whom God has entered into a covenant by sacrifice, which

nothins can revoke.
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Blessed Appointments
C C J. BUTLIN (Sheffield)

"Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them" (Matt. 28:16).

Ordinary life for most people is full of appointments, some business, some social, etc.
People look forward to them with indifference, or maybe with anticipation and pleasure,
and sometimes with dread and foreboding. Appointments with the doctor, dentist or income
tax inspector are not very joyful!

Our text tells of an appointment made by Jesus for His disciples to meet Him at a Galilean"mountain where Jesus had appointed them". The words recall his earlier promise: "After

I am risen again I will go before you into Galilee." Behold the Man! Facing death, and
yet fixing an appointment for the other side of deathl

"A mountain in Galilee". They would have pleasant memories of Galilee and its beautiful
lake. Galilee - where Jesus had brought comfort, healing, and blessing to many people.
Galilee - which had witnessed much of His ministry and so many of His miracles.

The disciples had a journey of 70 miles to the scene of the appointment; and there they
met Him; of course. for He always keeps his appointments.

Let us recall other appointments He has made - for our benefit.

I. TM HAS MADE AN APFOINTMENT AT HIS CROSS _ THIS IS FOR PARDON.
Jesus said: "I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me." To suffer

a criminal's death on the gallows did not seem the way to attract and win men of all nations.
In the eyes of Jewish crowds "cursed was everyone that hung on a tree". In the eyes
of the Romans crucifixion was the worst form of death - the most despised, reserved
for slaves and non-Roman criminals. Yet the words of Jesus regarding the drawing of
men to Himself have been proved true. Men of every era and every clime have discovered
that by keeping His appointment at the Cross, they have found pardon and peace for their
souls. How many prodigal sons (and prodigat daughters) have knelt there, attracted as
by a magnet - often in spite of themselves . How many have said: ' 'Sweet the moments,
rich in blessing/Which before His Cross I spend;/Life and Health and Peace possessing/
From the sinners' dying Friend."

2. JESUS MAKES AN APPOINTMENT FOR PRAYBR WITH HIS DISCIPLES
He has said: "Where two or three are gathered together in My name,

there am I in the midst of them. " We are expected to have our own private times of prayer:
Jesus is our Example of this; but He wishes us to share in the blessings of united prayer.
He showed us that we should gather with other like-minded believers. As the Holy Scriptures
exhort us, saying: "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching."  (Heb.  10.25) .

Yet how many people ignore this Divine appointment! They despise or forget it on the
very day, the Sabbath Day, that God has set apart for public united prayer. So often, these
days, men and women have, on the sabbath Day of rest, the Lord's appointed Day, other
interests, hobbies, pastirnes, pursuits, appointments. on His appointed Day, however,
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many followers receive blessings of pardon, guidance, grace hnd strength fbr coming days.
It has been well said: "Sunday is the golden clasp that binds together the volume of the
week. " A holy Sabbath binds together other things too. It cements the happy home circle.
There is a real connection bertwr:en a well-spent Sunday and a happy home.

An appointment for PARDON, and an appointment for PRAYER.

3. JESUS HAS MADE AN APTPOINTMENT AT HIS TABLE FOR PROVISION
We have His saying: "As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show

the Lord's death ti l l  He come." (l Cor. l l l .26). Jesus wished His disciples and their
followers to remember Him and His sacrificial death for them. To remember Him as they
meet around His table. Men so easily forget His appointment. Yet He Himself is present
- the Unseen Host. He bids us come - just as we are. As we sing: "Just as I am, and
waiting not/To rid my soul of one dark blot;/To Thee, Whose blood can cleanse each
spot;/O Lamb of God, I come, I co'me." This feast, this appointed feast, is for penitent
sinners; it is not for perfected saints. All penitent sinners are welcome.

4. JESUS MAKES AN APPOINTMENT AT HIS SIDE FOR PROTECTION
It is for us to go forward with FIim into the unknown future. He says: "I will hold

thy right hand, saying unto thee: 'Fiear not, I will help thee' so that we may boldly say:
'The Lord is my helper, and I wil l not fear what man shall do unto me'." (Heb. l3:6).
". . lo, I am with you always, even unto the end. . ." (Matt. 28:20).

May we know and continually experience the blessings freely given to those who keep
His appointments: at His Cross, for pardon and peace; at His House, for prayer and worship;
at His Table, for remembrance and refreshment; and at His Side, for guidance and help.
Let us not forget that His appointments are never disappointments.

Book Reviews

Gospel and Church. Hywell R. Jones. Evangelical Press of Wales. Ppl76. f8.95.
The Rev. Hywell Jones is Principal of London Theological College. This book was

written out of concern that the christian Gospel is being seriously eroded by the
compromising direction of documents published by the World Council of Churches. The

chapters follow the titles of Conference Reports.
'scripture and Tradition' traces how the churches have ernasculated the Bible 'sola

Scr iptura 'pr inc ip le,  in to e i ther 'so la Eccles ia ' ,  or 'so la Tradi t ione' .  The'Magister ium'
of Rome, the 'Christ in the Church' tradition of the Eastern Orthodox, remain intact, but
the Bible has been thoroughly'humanised', a human record about God.

'The Death of Christ' analyses the attitudes of the Roman Mass, the Anglican formulas,
the ecumenical compromises and states the biblical witness on the Offering of Christ.

'Justification by Faith Alone', was acclaimed as a breakthrough by C. Longley in The

Times,bgt we find that the A.R.C.I.C. II statements had not faced the issue squarely.
The Lutheran/R.C. Report is also examined. It appears to suggest that the two views were
complementary.

Baptism, Eucharist, & Ministry, stressed points of agreement, in the hope of fostering
a sense of unity. The argument centres on Episcopacy, everyone is right, but the Roman
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system is accepted as the focus of unity.
'Mission & Evangelism' traces the history of the ecumenical movement. and the dansers

inherent. Archbishop Runcie's Lecture on 'Christianity and World Religions' is quited
accepting the wider worldview of 'different perceptions of ult imate.eil i tty'. The way
is opened for one universal religion for all men. this is exposed as directly contrary to
the Gospel.

An invaluable book!

w.J.P.

Discourse and Sayings of our Lord. John Brown. The Banner of rruth rrust.
Three Casebound Volumes. Pp1537. f25.

This is a unique set of 28 Expositions, covering in order of delivery the Sayings, or
teaching of Christ in the Gospels.

christianity consists in loving, confiding in, and obeying Him, and God in Him. This
can only be to the degree that He is known. Accorotingly the author sees the central task
of any preacher to present Jesus Christ to the people in such a way that they will be well
acquainted with His person, His character, and His work.

This book, however, was intended for the edification of christians in general. Such details
as are intended for scholars are confined to notes at the end of eac-h discourse.

Dr Brown spent forty years of study in preparation for these volumes, mostly while
minister of Broghton Place Church, Edinburgh. Our generation is re-discoveiing the
importance and influence of consistent expository preaching. It frequently leads to reiival,
not of a superficial kind, but of a deep rooted devotion to the person of Christ. These
studies are not to be thought of as ready made sermonri, but they are the best soil possible
for the production of good sermons.

They are very suitable as presentation gifts, and should be commended to all young
Pastors' 

w'J'P'

One Bible - One Message. Brian williams. Evangericar press of wales. pp64.
fl.95.

Brian Williams, a New Zealander, is at present the Vice-Principal of the Bible Institute
of South Africa. He writes here in a non-technical way about some common mis-
understandings of the relationship between the Old and New Testaments. He clearly affirms
that the two are supplementary and not contradictory, and they both centre on the savins
work of Christ at different stages in God's self revelation to fallen man.
. In the course of all this the Reformed views of the Trinity, the Church, religion, godliness,

and salvation, are clearly stated. This is a booklet that will help christians young in the
faith to get a right perspective for further study, for which there is a good tist of gibte
study books.

w.J.P.
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For Ever And Ever
A Meditation on some things most surely believed among us - by D.C. Relf

My attention was drawn to these words in reading aloud the last verse of the children's
hymn - "Never leave me nor forsake me, Ever be my friend". I felt a touch of
the Lord's love in considering that I needed a Friend beyond the limits of this world
and that our gracious [,ord Himself had promised to be our Friend/or ever!Thankful
we are for earthly friends but sometimes we are in such spots and places where there
is only One Who can help us! "There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother".
I think the word "ever" meant more to me then than perhaps to the hymnwriter as
he concludes the verse "For I need thee, From life's dawning, to its end". We need
a friend far beyond the confines of this life and say with Toplady : "When I soar
through tracts unknown, See thee on thy judgment Throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for
me; let me hide myself in thee". Christ is indeed our only hope for time and for eternity.

I then thought of Joseph Swain's wonderful hymn, or rather poem, as it is hardly
suitable for singing although it appears in his hymnbook.

1,  "O how the thought  that  I  shal l  know,
The Man that suffered here below,
To manifest His favour for me and those most I love,
Or here or with Himself above,
Does my delighted spirit move at that sweet word for ever.

2, For ever to behold Him shine
For evermore to call Him mine.
And see Him still before me:
For ever on His face to gaze,
And meet His full assembled rays
While all the Father He displays
To all the saints in glory:

3. Not all things else are half so dear
As His delightful presence here:
What must it be in Heaven?
Tis heaven on earth to hear him say,
"Poor sinner cast thy fears away,
Thy sins are all forgiven"

4, But how must his celestial voice
Make my enraptured heart rejoice
When I in glory hear Him
While I before the heavenly gate
For everlasting entrance wait.
And Jesus on His throne of state,
Invites me to come near Him.

3 l
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5, Come in thou blessed sit by Me,
With My own life I ransomed rhee
Come taste My perfect favour;
Come in thou happy spirit come.
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home.
Ye blissful mansions make Him room
For he must stay for ever.

6.  When Jesus thus inv i tes me in,
How will heavenly host begin To own their new revelation,
Come in come in the blissful sound From every voice shall echo

round,
And all the crystal walls resound.
With joy fon my salvation."

May  ou r  response  be  i n  t he  wo rds  o f  ano the r  hymnwr i t e r  Thomas
Kelly - "While our days on earth are lengthened,

May we give them, Lord, to thee;
Cheered by hope, and daily strengthened,
May we run. nor weary be:
Till thy glory, Without clouds, in heaven we see.
There, in worship purer, sweeter,
All thy people shall adore;
Tasting of enjoyment. greater.
Than they could conceive before;
Full enjoyment. Full. unmixed. and evermore.

Swain was a Particular Baptist Pastor at Walworth in SE London. Called fiom the
Alehouse in his teens where he had composed worldly songs he was blessed of the
Lord and baptised by Dr Rippon in May 1783. Once after hearing a sermon by John
Berridge he said to his wife, "my dear, I do think I shall die with joy. " This ecstacy
of feeling he had to keep in check afterwards. In February 1792 he became Pastor
at Walworth where the Lord blessecl his ministry and the Chapel was enlarged three
times. He also preached on a Lord's Day evening at Devonshire Square Chapel for
several years. He died on l4th April 1796 aged 35 years leaving a sorrowing widow
and four children. His death was a great loss to the family of God, though to him
it was eternal gain.

Soon after I thought of the first question in the Westminster Shorter Catechmis viz.
"What is the chief end of man"? and of the wonderful and complete answer given
- "The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him for ever"!

When considering the words 'pr ever" we have to remember that in ancient Israel
they did not always have the same significance. For example when the children of
Israel were in the wilderness the Lord commanded Moses that they should observe,
amongst other things the feast of unleavened bread "in your generations by an
ordinance for eve-r" (Ex 12.17) This must be understood as being as long as the state
and commonwealth of Israel lasted - a long period of time but nevertheless having

II,
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an end. However when the Word of God speaks of the eternal God e.g., "The Lord
shall reign/or ever and ever" (Ex. 15.18.) and in many other places, there can be
no end to His dominion. As a further instance there are those wonderful words in
the Revelation concerning those who serve the Lord, "And they shall see His face;
and His name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they
shall reign for ever and ever" (22.415). Blessed be His name!

Before thinking of some things which will live/or everlet us think of some things
which wil l notl ivefor ever. First our own lives. All admit, if pressed they wil l not
live here for ever but how few consider it or even think about it? It is sad to visit
old people who are fighting against the thought and reality that one day, perhaps soon,
they will have to leave this world. Our lives, our families, our homes, and our cares
and our worries are among the things that will not last/or ever. Recent events in eastern
Europe with oppressed peoples everywhere seemingly crying out for liberty from
Communist oppression show that even such cruel regimes may have an end and so
will not lastfor ever. lt must be, and is, our prayer that these changes may fall out
for the furtherance of the EVERLASTING GOSPEL which has been so cruelly
oppressed in such lands to the spirtual impoverishment of its peoples. What a wonderful
record of things which will not last fctr ever is given in the Revelation "And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be NO MORE death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away" (21.4). Fancy NO MORE sorrow, NO MORE crying NO MORE pain,
NO MORE death, for ever! John Newton so ably puts it:-

"Pensive, doubting, fearful heart, Hear what Christ the Saviour says
Every word should joy impart. Change thy mourning into praise.

Yes, he speaks, and speaks to thee, May he help thee to believe;
Then thou presently wilt see Thou hast little cause to grieve:-

"Fear thou not, nor be ashamed; All thy sorrows soon shall end,
I, rvho heaven and earth have framed, Am thy Husband and thy Friend;
I, the High and Holy One, Israel's God by all adored,
As thy Saviour will be known, Thy Redeemer and thy Lord."

When Israel of old were about to be slaughtered by their enemies, as they thought,
Moses was commissioned of the Lord to say to them "Fear ye not stand still and
see the salvation of the Lord, which He will show to you today: for the Egyptians
whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them no morefor ever. The Lord shall fight
for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (Ex 14. l3l4). Even our enemies wil l not last

for ever so that there will be NO MORE enemies there! We are told ''The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death" (l Cor. 15.26.) and also of the triumphant words
of the divinely-inspired apostle "O death where is thy sting, O grave where is thy
victory?" (1 Cor. 15.55.) Faith believes the promises. "The Lord shall reignfor ever
and ever."

Further in that land of pure delight, of eternal happiness, there will be NO MORE
cares. ln this life we all have some cares, and some, alas, we bring upon ourselves.

E
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tsut'ihere, in Heaven, "'for ever and ever" there will be NO MORE cares. Happy,
happy we if are enabled by the Lord's grace to cast all our care upon Him believing
that He careth for us. (1 Peter 5.7) Cares rob us of our joys so that sometimes we
murmur and complain with blessings in our hands. Such frail and foolish creatures,
we are our own robbers as it were. We rob ourselves of the enjoyment of the Lord's
blessings because ofthe foolishness and perversity ofour hearts, l istening to the evil
One, the enemy of our souls who comes to us as "an angel of l ight", or as the Word
of God puts it ' 'giving place to the devil " (Eph 4.27 .) . Also there wil l be NO MORE
parlings for the godly, those who truly love Him. Here final partings between loved
ones and friends may cause pain not easily assuaged but THERE in Heaven, as Henry
Alford puts it in his hymn "Ten thousand times ten thousand" - "Oh then what
raptured greetings, On Canaan's happy shore, What knitting severed friendships up.
Where partings are NO MORE"! This can only be in Heaven. Joseph Hart has

' expressed the theme so well. 
) ,

, "Heaven is that holy happy place, where sin no more defiles,
Where God unveils His blissful face, and looks and loves and smiles
Where ransomed sinners sound God's praise The angels host among,
Sing the rich wonders of His grace, and Jesus leads the song!

Truly as Rutherford said "The Lamb is all the glory, of Immanuel's land." wirl
you be there? "where congregations ne'er break up, And Sabbaths have no end".

Furthermore there will be No MORE wanderings once the heavenly home is
reached. In this life some may have to move about more than others and some live
and die in the same place. However this may be there will be No MORE wanderings
then. "o spread thy covering wings around, Til l  all our wANDERINGS cease; And
at our Father's loved abode, our souls arrive in peace". So wrote phil ip Doddridge
and may it be true of us! Poignant circumstances in the life of John Fawcett caused
him to write those wonderful words. "Blest be the tie that binds, Our hearts in Christian
love, The fellowship of kindred minds, Is like to that above. Before our Fathers throne
we pour our ardent prayers: Our hopes, our aims are one, Our comfort and our cares...
When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; But we shall sti l l  be joined in heart,
and hope to meet again". When that heavenly home is reached Jbr ever then will that
word be fulfilled "When that which is.perfect is come then that which is in part shall
be done away" (1 cor. 13.10.) Isaac watts looking over past present and future put
i t  so wel l : -

O God our help in ages past Our help for years to come,
, Our shelter from the stormy blast and our ETERNAL Home,

All true believers who love the Lord are pilgrims to the Celestial City -- to quote

"And here as travellers we meet.
Before we reach the fields above,
To sit around our Masters feet,
And tell the wonders of His love.

David Denham puts it like this:-
"Mid scenes of confusion and creature complaints,

' How sweet to my soul is communion with saints,

+  :  - ' . l a ' :
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To find at the banquet of mercy there's room,
And feel in the presence of Jesus at home.
Home home, sweet sweet, home!
Receive me, dear Saviour in glory my home.

Sweet bonds that unite all the children of peace;
And thrice blessed Jesus, whose love cannot cease,
Though oft from thy presence in sadness I roam,
I long to behold thee in glory at home.

While here the valley of conflict I stay,
O give me submission and strength as my day,
In all my afflictions to thee would I come.
Rejoice in hope of my glorious home.

Whate'er thou deniest, O give me thy grace,
The Spirit's true witness, and smiles of thy face;
Indulge me with patience, to wait at thy throne,
And find even now a sweet foretaste of home. : I

John Cennick has a verse to the same effect in his loved hymn "Children of the heavenly
King" - "Lift your heads ye sons of l ight, Zion's city is in sight, There your
ENDLESS home shall be. There our Lord we soon shall see". Heaven has been
described as a prepared place for a prepared people - may we be among them.
Everything else matters little in comparison. Seek ye the Lord while He may be found,
Call ye upon Him while He is near (Isa. 55.6.)

Sometimes in the experience of those who fear God there have been dark nights,

dark within and dark without. Sometimes weeping may endure for a night but there,

for ever and ever there shall be NO MORE night (Rev.21 .25.) O may we be able

to sing -

"Why should I shrink at Pain or woe,
Or feel at death dismay,
I've Canaan's goodlY land in view,
And realms of endless daY."

Further even the present world will come to an end so that there will be NO MORE

World. "There shali be time no longer" was the message of the angel in the Revelation

given to the apostle John (ch 10.6.) and for the benefit of all who read we are told

by the infallible Word that "the elements shall melt with fervent heat" (2 Peter. 3.10.)

Again the words of John Newton come to mind, this time from the hymn "Amazing

Giace" "The earth shall soon dissolve l ike snow. The sun wil l forbear to shine: But

God who called me here below, Will be FOR EVER mine". Some men of science

a hundred years ago ridiculed the truths of Holy Scripture by saying it was impossible

for the earth to be destroyed by heat. However the invention of the atom bomb or

Nuclear fission as it is now called, proves them wrong and establishes the truth of
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the Bible in this solemn aspect. To be continued


