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Editorial
In the Sermon on the 

{ount the Lord Jesus gave the disciples a very challenging word
followed by a far-reaching promise. "Seek ye first trre kingaom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you". (-Matt. 6:33)

One of the most difficult lessons we have to learn is to disciminate and assess the value
of things so that we know what to put first. The Lord would have us to be clear about
our- priorities. So many things clamour for the first place in our lives. How important
is the Lord's word, when so nany things demand aitention and when life tends to be
lo ryll' With the pressure of modern life there is a real danger that we lose sight of this
fi'ndamental Christian principle. Many are so preoccupiea wittr the affairs of-the world
that they miss the best in life. What a man puts first in his life tells you his essential
character-

The secret of spiritual well-being is to put God first. It is not for nothing that the Bible
opens with the phrase "in the beginning God . . .". As long as this was so, the result
was joy and blessing and-fellowship between God and man. Thi Scottish catechism rightly
states that "man's chief end is to glori$ Him for ever,,. 

.rtlz:.,

. _ For our _encouragement the Lord Jesus gives us a lovely promise. He assures us that
if we put God first everything that we really need will be zupplied. This doesn't mean
that life will necessarily be easy or free from problems - bod nowhere makes such
promises. He does however, yndertafre to provide the necessities of life. "No good thing
will He withhold from t\:m that walk uprightly. " we are (as the couplet putsit to .,casi
foreboding care away, God provideth for today'

i : ; . i l :  ! r  . !
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Looking unto Jesus
A sermon by the Editor

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so Sreat a cloud of witnesses, let

us lny aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with

patience the race that is set before us. Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of

our faith, who for the joy that as set before Him endured the cross despising the shame,

and is set downat the right hand of the throne of God." Hebrews 12:1 & 2.

i b i o  I

The Bible employs many'metaphors io dEscri6e the thlistian life. It is often spokan

of as a fight - that is a favourite expression in the Scriptures. So we find Paul saying,
"Take unto you the whole armour of God whereby ye may be able to withstand the fiery

wiles of the devils." He says "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty

to the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan." In another place it is spoken of as

wrestling. "foe wrestle not against flesh and blood." But here the metaphor is that of

a race, ind what a frt metaphor it is when you come to think of it, because the writer

here is urging his readers to go on, and that is the 'in' thing in a race. You do not loiter
- you don't take your time - you have a goal in view and you keep it properly before you.

Every Christian, then, is a runner and it is something of a strenuous nature and it requires

perteui."n"e. "Let us run" says the writer, not loiter nor linger as children do when

ih"y ut" returning from a summer ramble. We must have singleness of aim and intensity

of purpose, and men who accomplish anything have to be in earnest, so this is his word,
"Let us run with patience." It is easy enough, in one sense to begin the Christian life

but it is much more difficult to persevere in it to the end, from start to finish, and especially

when things get tough. To remain faithful to God in a largely pagan society is a costly

thing. You hive only to take the example and illustration of the three men in the Book

of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, how they stood out for God. They refused

to bow the knee before Nebuchadnezzar's golden image, and you remember what it cost

them to stand out, but they were concerned to go on and not to give up. cost what it will.

So here is the word of exhortation "Let us run with patience the race that is set before

us." Paul had to take the Galatian Christians to task on one occasion and he takes up

the same thought as we have here. He says "Ye did run well, who hath hindered you?"

They were going at a good pace and suddenly they had slackened and Paul wants to know

wtrai it *ur thut hud siopped them in their tracks. So let us face the issue and ask "What

are the secrets of endurance? How are we to go on with Christ?" because this is the gist

and the thrust of our text.

First of all, we must count the cost
We need to settle it in our minds that the Christian path is not a bed of roses. Indeed,

before ever we set out on the path we ought to count the cost of discipleship. This was

the burden of our Lord's ministry. On one occasion He says "Count the cost" and so

many fail to do it and it indeed is very costly. A life of commitment is likely to be a very

demanding thing. Our Lord wants no half-hearted followers. There was a day when a

man said to trim in a great fit of enthusiasm "Lord, I will follow Thee withersoever Thou
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goest". Now that sounded fine. We would have thought that the Lord would have been
delighted at the offer of service, but His reply was simply this, "Go and count the cost"
and He said to this rather enthusiastic would-be follower "Foxes have holes and the birds
of the air have nests but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head." The Lord was
remininding him of the cost to Christ. There was another man who said "I will follow
thee, but let me first go and say 'Farewell' to those at home. " This man was not prepared
to give Jesus the priority which is His. His family and His home circle claimed his first
love and this man was given a very straight answer, "No man putting his hand to the
plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God. "

So then, if we are to run this race that is set before us we must at the very outset and,
indeed, continually count the cost because there is a price to pay.

The second thing, we must have faith in God
There is really in the original of our Bibles no chapter divisions. They are very useful

and good for us to find our way through the inspired Word, but we have to remember
that our text just really flows on from the previous chapter, and what a marvellous chapter
is Hebrew l Mt tells of those magnificent feats of endurance on the part of some of the
Old Testament saints like Gideon, Samson, David and others, and you remember how
the chapter draws to a close, the writer saying of those un-named people of their faith,
how it "subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths
of lions," and so on. What a record of endurance! And we ask'How did they do it'?
Well, not simply by their courage and resolution, but through faith. That is the recurring
emphasis in Hebrews 11. By faith these men and women of the past triumphed, that is,
through their faith in God, and their faith nerved them for the battle and gave them grace
to hold on to the bitter end. And those who overcome the world are men and women of
faith, not so much because they have great faith in God, but because they have a great
God, a God who is "able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think."

So then, we must, first of all, count the cost, and then we must have a deeper capacity
and growing faith in God. Faith is not meant to be static - it is something that grows
in our experience, and it is Paul writing to the Thessalonians who says "Your faith growth
exceedingly.' 

] i

Then, the third thing is, we must fix our eyes on Christ
Now the writer has spoken of the heroes of the faith in the days of old and he describes

them as a 'great cloud of witnesses'. How then are we to run? Are we to look unto them
and their marvellous feats of endurance? No. The writer bids us to fix our eyes elsewhere
"Looking unto Jesus." That is where we must look. "He is the Author and Finisher of
our Faith" or, as we could put it, The Pioneer and the Perfecter of our faith Who "endured

the cross, despising the shame and is now sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God." This is a wonderful thought that the writer brings out that Christ is not only our
Redeemer who died for our sins but He is also our Leader or Pioneer who points the way,
and Him we seek to follow. And notice how our Lord did this very thing.

Luke tells us in his Gospel that when our Lord's time came He steadfastly set His face
to go up to Jerusalem. He never turned back; He never flinched. This was the goal before
Him, "I have a baptism to be baptized with and how am I straitened until it be
accomplished."
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As we run the race we must keep looking unto Jesus our supreme Example and om
constant inspiration. Well, let us look unto Him who is our Pattern. Mrs. Alexander in
that lovely hymn says,

"For He is our childhood's paftern
Day by day like us He grew." fni'

He certainly is our childhood's pattern, but we do not leave Him behind when we emerge
from childhood into youth and into manhood or womanhood. He must be our pattern
constantly through life. We must constantly have Him before us as our Inspiration, as
our complete Pattern and in so doing we shall be both instructed and encouraged and
transformed.

Then, looking unto Jesus as the Sustainer of our Faith ..*:rr ,..-^a.. .r-r
How much we need to be sustained in the pilgrimage of life and it would be interesting

if we read this in the original. It is "Looking OFF unto Jesus." That is the force of it,
and it comes to this that you will get no strength by looking at your own sinfulness, no
healing by contemplating your disease. We are not to turn our gaze inwards on ourselves,
nor are we to look at the world and its temptations - we are to look OFF unto Jesus.
In trouble and in joy, in solitude and in company, He is the Leader and Inspirer of all
who live by faith.

We are "to lay every weight aside" 
iir

There is much to hinder us in this race that we are running, and speed can only be
maintained if we are free from encumbrances. Now this word 'weight' is a very interesting
word in the original. It is really a medical term and it has to do with superfluous flesh.
You never saw a stout person running in a serious race because it just cannot be done,
and those who are engaged in races or athletics of any kind have to keep their weight
down. The boxer, he has bone and sinew, muscle but no fat. Apply that spiritually. There
must be no encumbrances because we are engaged in a strenuous effort. Every foot of
ground has to be fought for. There must be no hindrances of any kind to be tolerated.
No-one would think of running in a race hindered by weights. You would get rid of them,
and anything which dissipates our energy is to be laid aside. What is the weight that besets
us? Surely self is the main trouble if we are honest with ourselves. John Baptist had the
right approach to the question. He said of Christ "He must increase; I must decrease".
He had got it right. There is a hymn we sometimes sing, and the last line of each verse
is telling.

First, "All of self, and none of Thee,
Then, "Some of self, and some of Thee,

But the victory is gained in the last line of the last verse,

:.

:{ i

'3t
"NONE of self and ALL of Thee ."

That is what it means, "Laying aside very weight and the sin which doth so easily beset
us." The stress surely is on that little word 'self and our Lord said to those who would
be His disciples, "Let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow Me."
Notice something else, "lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset
us". It would seem here that the writer thinks of sin as a cloak that would slow us down
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in running and doesn't sfr cling like ivy does to the wail? Now these ffiners have to put
off their flowing robes and everything that would impede their course, and so must we."The sin which doth so easily beset us". we are to give up everything that is not
advantageous, cultivate right habits of prayer, of reading the Scriptures, of discipline in
life. 'Let us run' how? 'with patience.' It is surprising what a lot the New Testamint says
on this subject. Patience is one of the things that we often lack and it is a thing *e neid
to pray for. Now the writer said earlier 'Ye have need of patience' and that goes for all of us.

But this is the attitude we are to take up in the Christian race, 'run with patience'. It
is a strenuous thing being a Christian, and the Christian life is not just a sprint, it is a
keeping on. Many would do well if it was just a burst of concentrated energy but, no
such thing, it is a very long race we are in and we are to run it with patience. There is
no room for sloth or indifference. There are many temptations to give up or to remain
stationary. And so the writer urges the readers in chapter 6, "[-et us go on unto perfection. "

l,et us not stop dead in our tracts or loiter. There is a goal in view. But many pr-fer comfort
to combat. "Let us run with patience."

This was Paul's great theme. You remember when he was speaking to the elders of
the church at Ephesus his great desire was that "I might finish my course with joy and
the ministry of the Lord Jesus." He was, in other words, desiring to have patience to
go on to the very end. In his very last letter in the New Testament he says "I have finished
my course. " He had the gift of patience and he went on. Let us therefore keep on going.
Let there be no slacking let there be a concentration of purpose and will.

But notice this great phrase here "I-ooking unto Jesus,,
How important are the eyes! Peter discovered that when he attempted to walk on thc

waves. He went on very well until he saw that the wind was boisterous and the waves
likely to engulf him, and having taken his eyes of christ he began to sink. Here is the
direction we are constantly to have before us "Looking unto Jesus." All too often we
look to ourselves instead of to Him.

Here, friends, is an indispensable condition. There must be a loving, believing, habitual
looking; looking unto Jesus. Yes, let the heart and mind be occupied with Christ. This
is the secret of practical Christianity, and so there comes to us this word of exhortation."Let us run with patience the race that is set before us."

we need to ask first of all, Have I started in the race? Am I a believer? Have I begun
this race which begins in time and ends in eternity?

Well, here is the direction before us, "Looking unto Jesus" He is as the Sun in the
heavens. He is the One to whom we owe everything and we are constantly to be directing
our gaze to Him and living in ttre light of His countenance.

May we have grace thus to do, "To look unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our
faith". "who endured the cross, despising the shame and is now set down at the right
hand of God. " He ever intercedes for His people here on earth, daily drawing for them
fresh supplies of mercy and grace that they may indeed "run with patience this race that
is set before them." May God bless His Word for Christ's sake, Amen. M.H.
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For Younger Readers
r i '  , . - r i i  i o  J : : : i j t< i . ' : ' : r=  CARINE MACKENZIE ; . .  - r i i r r ,
"a " ' , . ' . ;T r , ' '  l r i l  J<;i  i  t

: i' s , inc:l THE BROKEN FOOT

1. He was wounded for our transsression . . . . with his
we are healed.

i {b-(j
-.3;i

Hugh is a farmer working on a large mixed farm. For his work he needs to be strong
and active for he does a hundred and one different things every day - looking after sheep,
sowing seed, shifting grain, mending machinery and so on.

One day Hugh was alone at the steading working the large machine that shifts grain
from the barn into the lorry. Something needed adjusting on the 1 ton grain bucket at
the front, so Hugh nimbly jumped from the cab to do what was necessary. With a sickening
thud the massive bucket fell from the machine on to Hugh's foot. What pain and agony
he felt. He managed to drag the foot free, pull himself over towards the cab and reach
for the two-way radio. He gave out the message to the farm office - "I have hurt myself.
Can somebody help?"

Hugh was taken back to his house, the doctor called and the decision taken to send him
as quickly as possible to hospital. Just to see him in pain was difficult and upsening. How
much more difficult for him, the one who was sufffering. Five bones in his foot had been
broken and the healing process would take several months. The young fit active man had
to lie quietly for several weeks, unable to do very much.

When we saw Hugh in pain, we were very affected by it. Just hearing how it happened
made us so upset. We were sorry that it happened while he was working, doing something
useful for others. His agony was greatly relieved in a couple of hours, once he got to
hospital and was given medicine and treatment. Weeks later Hugh is much better, but
we are still concerned about him. "How's your fmt now?" we ask. We have not forgotten
about it. Thankfully he is improving and can do more and more each day.
' We have often read or heard the report of how another Man suffered, not just pain in
sne foot but excruciating pain all over his body. No sympathetic friends to comfort him;
no medicine to relieve the pain; not even a drink of water to satisfy his thirst. The Lord
Jesus Christ experienced shameful, painful suffering of the most exteme kind. He faced
that suffering willingly because he was doing something for others. His work was to gain
salvation for every one of his people who trust and love him. How does it affect us when
we hear about Jesus' suffering? Do we take it for granted and very quickly forget?

We were so affected by Hugh's sore foot. How much more affected we should be by
the pain and misery that Jesus went through for sinners like you and me.

i: W{

,.r:; to bn*;l
:  , . .  ,  + r -  . : ?

PUZZLE

. 'There are many verses in the Bible that focus our minds on the suffering of Jesus. See
if you can find the missing word in the chapter. The initial letters of your answer will
spell out the word SUFFERING.

'lfl]

Isaiah 53.
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2; Christ hrith suffeiOd fof --,,- in the flesh. i ' 
,', .,:' 

". 'r: U Peter 4.

3. He fell on his --, and prayed, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me. in! Matthew 26.

4.ThereforehaveIsetmyfacelikea-.andIknowthatIshallnotbeashamed.
Isaiah 50.

I Peter 2.

6. Thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to from the dead the third day.
Lvke 24.

5. Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an -.

7.  I t  is  Chr is t  that  d ied. . . . . . . .  who a lso maketh

8. He prophesied that Jesus should die for that

9. For this cause came I unto this hour. Father thy name.

for us.
Romans 8.

John 11.

John 12.

ll
1l
; l
, l

John Newton
. One hundred years ago in January 1893 the body of John Newton along with that of

his wife were removed from St. Mary Woolnoth, London and re-interred at Olney,,
Buckinghamshire.

An order had been made allowing the vaults to be cleared at this London church ar*
as a consequence the bodies of John and Mary Newton would have been re-buried at Ilford
at parish expense, there being no living representative of the family to claim them. A small
committee however was set up and having obtained possession arranged for re-interment
at Olney. A fund was also raised to erect a monument of 'suitable simplicity' over the
grave; 'lovers of the writings of this honoured servant of God' were invited to subscribe.

The old leaden shells were removed from the crypt and placed in new oak coffins bearing
the original plates with an additional plate inscribed:

'Removed from St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street 
i 1

to Olney Churchyard January 1893"

It was estimated that some 2(X)0 people attended the service which was marked by great
simplicity in Olney Church, at the conclusion of which Newton's hymn "How sweet the
name of Jesus sounds" was sung. The coffins were then placed in the grave of George
Catlett, father of Mary Newton who died in 1777. Among the vast congregation was
Mr. W. H. Collingridge so long associated with Dr. Doudney and the Gospel Magazine-
Mr. Collingridge possessed Newton's family Bible and also the Bible presented by the

rl

: l
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warden$of St. Ma-ry Woolnoth and the first edition of the Olney Hymns. '(ft'woul0bd

interesting to know if these volumes are still in existence)

A remarkabre man 
ai* cti i!:1 sH "f

John Newton was by any standard an outstanding man. Born in 1725 in London, his
mother stored his young mind with Scripture and taught him to pray. As she died when
he was only 7 years old, he was left to grow up uncared for. His mother's influence however
lived on, though at times obscured; but her prayers for her boy were ultimately answered.

John's father was master of a ship which traded in the Mediterraneal and at the age
of eleven he went to sea with his father. Thus began a life fraught with great perils. He
was to experience adventures and wonderful escapes, at the same time growing into a
godless sailor for sadly through the influence of bad companions he became an unbeliever.

When he was 17 he was seized by a press gang and placed on board H.M.S. Harwich.
For attempting to escape he was degraded and publicly flogged at Plymouth. When off
Madeira he was allowed to exchange with a seaman belonging to an African trader. At
Sierra Leone Newton entered the service of a slave owner where he endured much cruel
treatment. He almost died when smitten with fever and was quite uncared for. In pity
he was taken off the coast of Africa by an English vessel engaged in the slave trade and
became one of the crew. He was later to become the master of a slave ship trading with
Guinea. So deeply involved had he become in evil ways.

It was during a most fearful storm at sea that conviction of sin came upon John Newton.
For many hours he was tossed about on an almost wrecked vessel, exclaiming "Too late!
too late! what mercy can there be for me?"

At last he bethought himself of God's promise of forgiveness and then the prayer burst
from his lips "O God, the God of my mother, have pity on me". From that time he became
a changed man. He left the sea in 1755 and through his father's influence was appointed
tide surveyor at Liverpool.

He married Mary Catlett at Chatham, it was to prove a very happy marriage. Life for
him was never the same when she died 40 years later of cancer.

Ordination
Newton felt the call to the ministry and started to study with a view to ordination. Though

he applied to the Archbishop of York for ordination in the end it was the Bishop of Lincoln
who ordained him when he was offered in 1764 the curacy of Olney. The stipend was
but f60 per annum. He was then 39 years of age.

Shortly after his settlement at Olney William Cowper came to live in the small town.
A close friendship developed which also assisted in the development of Newton's poetical
gifts. He and Cowper composed the Olney Hymns, 348 pieces were from Newton's pen
and 69 from Cowper's.

John Newton's compositions were characterised by devotion, directness, simplicity and
vigour. In the preface to the Olney Hymns we find Newton's testimony: 

i
. 

"the views I have received of the doctrine of grace are essential to my

.,, p."ce, I could not live comfortably a day or an hour without them"

Some of the hymns inclirded in the Olney collection first appeared in the Gospel Magazine.
Having in his earlier life revelled in sin and iniquiry none was more aware of the condition
of man by nature. Himself a debtor to divine grace he testified:
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'Once a sinner near despair, "':1 ..,:.. : t-
Sought the mercy seat by prayer,
Mercy heard and set him free,

, Lord that mercy came to me" : ftBtEE?j* j

He rejoiced in the truths of the Gospel and loved to testify with i warm heart of the
fulness and freeness of the grace that he had received. He was ever mindful of the rock
whence he was hewn and the hole of pit whence he was digged and of the hand that plucked
him from the burning. The remembrance of past mercies and deliverances never left him,
grace retained its hold upon him.

Ministry in L,ondon , ; : c  ,  l i

ln 1779 John Newton was appointed to the parish of St. Mary Woolnoth in Lombard
Street where he worked until he was almost blind and unable to read. When his memory
was almost gone he remarked to a friend "I can never forget two things, first that I was
a great sinner and second that Jesus is a great Saviour". He added "I am not what I ought
to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be; but by the grace of God
I am not what I was."

Mary Newton died December l5th 1790. After her death he wrote in the family Bible
"Too long was she the idol of my heart . . . the closing dispensation was well suited to
convince me of my folly and to humble me for it. I humbly hope the Lord pardoned us
both. Though he caused pain, He had compassion. He supported her, endowed her with
wonderful patience under great sufferings. He supported me. I preached not one sennon
the less either for her illness or her death and I was enabled to preach her funeral sermon
myself from Habakkuk 3:17,18 on23rd December. Praise the Lord, O my soul."

John Newton continued to preach until shortly before he died at the age of 82 and was
buried in his own church on the last day of 1807. He wrote his own epitaph which was
erected near the pulpit in St. Mary Wmlnoth

John Newton,
Clerk,

Once an infidel and libertine,
A servant of slaves in Africa was ' ::

By the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
Preserved, restored, pardoned and appointed to
preach the faith, he had long laboured to destroy

,  n t u S

,*.*3.. ;&
':1: ',1i

'+
::''

: l , j

:ll

. ' t tL
'nt:

M.H.

., i i*

1{r.

: ! : '

If we once become listless to duty we shall quickly become life-less in it. :ir:
Charnock.

Sins begin like cobwebs but become iron clamps.
. lii.i ;  L .  J .  C.  Ryle.
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Growth in Grhce
A sermon (slightly condensed) by John Newton (1725_1907)

"First the blade, then the ear, after that the ful corn in the ear." Mark 4, 2g.
5t

^I will give you my general views of a progressive work of grace in the several srages
of a believer's experience, and shall endeavour, as clearly ai I "an, to state what the
Scripture teaches us concerning the nature and essentials of a work of grace, so far as
it will bear a general application to all those who are the subjects of gracious operations.

By nature we are all dead in trespasses and sins, not only strang6rs to God-, but in a
state of "lTity and opposition to His government and grace. On itris ground our Lord
declares, "No man can come unto me, except the Father which hath seni Me draw him. ""No man can come unto Me unless he is taught of God" and wrought upon by a divine
power. The immediate exertion of this power, according to the economy of ialvation,
is rather ascribed to the Holy Spirit than to the Father. John 16, g-11, butlt is the powei
of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore attributed to the Fither,
Son and Spirit. {;

r1:. GRACE IN TIIE BLADE 
!'''�t

Grace in the blade is inalcatiue-o-f-a frson who is under the drawings of God, whiJh
will infallibly lead him to the Lord Jesus Christ for life and salvation. 

-The 
beginning of

this work is instantaneous. It is effected by a certain kind of light communicated to-the
soul, to which it was before an utter stranger. The eyes of the understanding are opened
and enlightened. The light at first afforded is weak and indistinct, like rhe mdrning dawn,
but when it is once begun, it will certainly increase and spread to the perfect lay.

In order to a due conviction of sin, we must previously have some adequate conceptions
of the God with whom we have to do. Sin may be feared as dangerous without this, but
its nature and demerit can only be understood by being contrasted *ith the holitt"ss, majesty,
goodness and truth of the God against whom it is committed.

No outward means, no mercies, judgments, or ordinances can communicate such a
discovery of God or produce such a conviction of sin without the concurrence of this divine
light and power to the soul. The natural conscience and passions may be indeed so far
wrought upon by outward means as to stir up some desires and endeavours, but if these
are not founded in a spiritual apprehension of the perfections of God, according to the
revelation He has made of Himself in His Word, they will sooner or later come to nothing
and the person affected will either return by degree to his former ways, (2 peter 2,20j
or he will sink into a self-righteous form of godliness, destitute of the power.

Though the seed may seem to spring up and look green for a season, if there be not
depth for it to take root, it will surely wither away. We may be unable to judge with certainty
upon the first appearance of a religious profession, whether the work be thus deep anb
spiritual or not, but "the Lord knows them that are His," and wherever it is real it is
an infallible token of salvation.

Now as God, only thus reveals Himself by the medium of scripture truth, the light
received this way leads thesoul to the Scripture from whence it springs, and all the leading
truths of the Word of God soon begin to be perceived and assented to. The evil of sii
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is acknowledged; the evil of the heart is felt. There may be for a,ivhile solfie efforts to
obtain the favour of God by prayer, repentance and reformation, but, for the most part,
it-is not very long before thesg things are proved to be vain and ineffectual. The soul,
like the woman mentioned in Mark 5,26, wearied with vain expedients, finds itself worse
and worse and is gradually brought to see the necessify and^sufficiency of the Gospel
salvation.

This person I am describing may soon be a believer thus far, that he believes the Word
ofGod, sees and feels things to be as they are there described, hates and avoids sin, because
hg $oYt it is displeasing to God and contrary to His goodness; he receives the record
which God has given of His Son, has his heart affected and drawn to Jesus by views of
His glory and of His love to poor sinners. He ventures upon His Name and piomises as
his only encouragement to come to a throne of grace, waits diligently in th-e use of all
means appointed for the communion and growth of grace, loves the t ord;s people, accounts
them the excellent of the earth, and delights in their conversation. He is longing, waiting
and praying for a share in those blessings which he believes they enjoy and can be satisfied
with nothing less. He is convinced of the power of Jesus to save hi*,-bot, through remaining
ignorance and legality, the remembrance of sin committed and the sense of pr"r"nl
corruption, he often troubles and he thinks if he could but attain a sure and abiding sense
of his acceptance in the Beloved hardly any outward trial would be capable of givi-ng him
much disturbance. Indeed, notwithstanding the weakness of his faithind the lreva'ience
o! a- tegal spirit, which greatly hurts him, there are some things in his present Lxperience
wlich he may perhaps look back |pon with regret hereafte., *f,en his hope and knowledge
will be more established, particularly that sensibility and keenness of appetite with whiJh
he now attends the ordinances, desiring the sincere milk of the Word with earnestness
and eagerness as a babe does the breast. He counts the hours from one opportunity to
another and the attention and desire with which he hears may be read in his countenance.
His zeal is likewise lively and, may be for want of more experience, too importunate and
forward. He has a love for souls and a concern for the giory of God which, though it
may at some times create him trouble, and at others be mixed with some undue motions
of self, yet in its principle is highly desirable and commendable. John 1g,10.

The grace of God influences both the understanding and the affections. Warm affections,
withgu_t knowledge, can rise no higher than superstition and that knowledge which does
not influence the heart and affections will only make a hypocrite. The true believer is
rewarded in both respects, yet we may observe that though ire is not without knowledge,
this state is more usually remarkable for the warmth and liveliness of the affections. bn
the other hand, as the work advances, though the affections are not left out, yet it seems
to be carried on principally in the understanding.

The experienced christian has more solid, judicious, connected views of the Lord Jesus
Christ andthe glories of His Person and redeeming love; hence his hope is more established,
his dependence more simple and his pea.ce and strength more abidiing and uniform than
in^the case of a young convert, but the latter has, for the most part, thJadvantage in point
of sensible ferverrcy. A tree is most valuable when laden with ripe fruit, but it has a peculiar
beauty when in blossom.

It is springtime with this young christian; he is in bloom and, by the grace and blessing
of the heavenly Husbandman, will bear fruit in old age. His faiih is ieak but his heai
is warm. He will seldom venture to think himself a believer but he sees and feels and
does those things which no one could, unless the lord was with him. The very desire
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and bent of his soul is to God and to the Word of His grrce. His knowledge is but small,
but it is growing every day. If he is not a father or a young man in grace, he is a dear
child. The Lord has visited his heart, delivered him from the love of sin, and fixed his
desires supremely upon Jesus Christ. The spirit ofbondage is gradually departing from
him and the hour of liberty, which he longs for, is approaching when, by a further discovery
of the glorious Gospel, it shall be given him to know his acceptance and to rest upon the
Lord's finished salvation.

. GRACE IN THE EAR
i' The manner of the Lord's work in the hearts of His people is not easily traced, though
the fact is certain, and the evidence demonstrable from Scripture. In attempting to explain
it, we can only speak in general and are at a loss to form such a description as shall take
in the immense variety of cases which occur in the experience of believers. I have already
attempted such a general delineation of a young convert, and I am now to speak of him
as he grows in grace.

This state I suppose to commerrce when the soul, after an interchange of hopes and fears
according to the different frames it passes through, is brought to rest in Jesus by a spiritual
apprehension of His complete suitableness and sufficiency as the wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification and redemption of all who trust in Him, and is enabled by an appropriating
faith to say, "He is mine, and I am His. " There are various degrees of this persuasion.

It is of a growing nature and is capable of increase so long as we remain in this world.
I call it assurance when it arises from a simple view of the grace and glory of the Saviour,
independent of our sensible feelings, so as to enable us to answer all objections from unbelief
and Satan with the Apostle's words, "Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh

intercession for us. " Romans 8, 34. This, in my judgment, does not belong to the essence
of faith so that the older should be deemed more truly a believer than the younger, but

to the establishment of faith. Now faith is stronger it has more to grapple with.
I think the characteristic of the state of the first is desire, and of the second is conJlict.

Not that the latter's desires have subsided or that the former was a stranger to conflict,
but as there was a sensible eagerness and keenness in the former's desires, which perhaps

is seldom known to be equally strong afterwards, so there are usually trials and exercises
in the latter's experience. The first, like Israel has been delivered from Egypt by a great

power and a stretched-out arm, has been pursued and terrified by many enemies, has given

himself up for lost again and again. He has at last seen his enemies destroyed, and has

sung the iong of Moses and the Lamb upon the banks of the Red Sea. But now as he

grows, perhaps, like Israel, he thinks his difhculties are at an end, and expects to go on

iejoicing till he enters the promised land. But alas! his difficulties are in a manner but

beginning; he has a wilderness before him of which he is not aware. The Lord is now

about to suit His dispensations to humble and to prove him, and to show him what is in

his heart that He may do him good at the latter end and that all the glory may rebound

to His own free grace.
Since the Lord hates and abhors sin and teaches His people whom he loves to hate it

likewise, it might seem desirable (and all things are equally easy to Him) that at the same

time they are delivered from the guilt and reigning power of sin, they should also be
perfectly freed from the dehlement of indwellling sin and be made fully conformable to

Him at once. His wisdom has, however, appointed otherwise. But from the above promises



The Gospel Magazinl 13

bf His hated of sin and His love to His people I think we ffit€flainly'bonclude that
He would not suffer sin to remain in them if He did not purpose to ovemrle it for the
fuller manifestation of the glory of His grace and wisdom and for making His salvation
more precious to their souls.

But a depraved nature stjll cleaves to him, and he has the seeds of every natural comtption
yet ramaining in his heart. He lives in a world that is full of snares and occasions suited
to draw forth those comrptions and he is surrounded by invisible spiritual enemies, the
extent of whose power and subtlety he is yet to learn by painful experience. He knows,
in general, the nature of his christian warfare and sees his right to live upon Jesus for
righteousness and strength. He is not unwilling to endure hardships as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ and believes that, though he may be sore thrust at that he may fall, the Lord
will be his stay. He knows that his heart is "deceitful and desperately wicked," but he
does not, he cannot know at first the full meaning of that expression. Yet it is for the
Lord's glory and will in the end make His grace and love still more precious that he should
find new and mortifying proofs ofan evil nature as he goes on, such as he could not once
have believed had they been foretold to him, as in the case of Peter. Mark 14,19. In effect,
the abominations of the heart do not appear in their full strength and aggravation, but
in the case of him who has tasted that the Lord is gracious, and rejoiced in His salvation.
The exceeding sinfulness of sin is manifested, not so much by its breaking through the
restraint of threatenings and commands, as by its being capable of acting against light
and against love.

I apprehend that for a season after we have known the Lord we have usually the most
sensible and distressing experience of our evil natures. I do not say that it is necessary
that we should be left to fall into gross outward sin in order to know what is in our hearts,
though I believe many have thus fallen whose hearts, under a former sense of redeeming
love, have been as truly set against sin as the hearts of others who have been preserved
from such outward falls. The Lord makes some of His children examples and warnings
to others, as He pleases.

They who are spared and whose worst deviations are only known to the Lord and
themselves have great reason to be thankful. I am sure I have. The merciful Lord has
not suffered me to make any considerable blot in my profession during the time I have
been numbered amongst His people. But I have nothing to boast of herein. It has not been
owing to my wisdom, watchfulness, or spirituality, though in the main He has not suffered
me to live in the neglect of His appointed means. But I hope to go softly all my days
under the remembrance of many things for which I have as great cause to be abased before
Him as if I had been left to sin grievously in the sight of men.

Yet, with respect to my acceptance in the Beloved, I know not if I have had a doubt
of a quarter of an hour's continuance for many years past. But oh! the multiplied instances
of stupidity, ingratitude, impatience and rebellion, to which my conscience has been witness!
And, as every heart knows its own bitterness, I have generally heard the like complaints
from others of the Lord's people with whom I have conversed, even from those who have
appeared to be eminently gracious and spiritual.

We do not meet with these things perhaps at first, nor every day. The Lord appoints
occasions and turns in life which try our spirits. There are particular seasons when
temptations are suited to our frames, tempers and situations, and there are times when
He is pleased to withdraw and to permit Satan's approach, that we may feel how vile we
are in ourselves. We are prone to spiritual pride, to self-dependence, to vain confidence,
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to creature attachments and a train of evils. The Lord often diseovers to us our sinful
disposition by exposing us to another. He sometimes shows us what He can do for us
and in us, and at other times how little we can do, and how unable we are to stand without
Him.

By a variety.of these exercises, through the overruling and edifuing influence of the
Holy Spirit we are trained up in a growing knowledge of ourselves and of the Lord. We
learn to be more distrustful of our own heart and to suspect a snare in every step we take,
The dark and disconsolate hours which we have brought upon ourselves in times past make
us doubly prize the light of God's countenance and teach us to dread whatever might grieve
the Spirit of God and cause Him to withdraw again.

The repeated and multiplied pardons which we have received increase our admiration
ofand the sense ofour obligation to the rich, sovereign, abounding mercy ofthe covenant.
Much has been forgiven us; therefore we love much and therefore we know how to forgive
and pity others. We do not call evil good or good evil but our own experiences teach
us tenderness and forbearance. We experience a spirit of meekness towards those who
are overtaken in a fault and our attempts to restore such are according to the pattern of
the Lord's dealings with ourselves.

THE FTJLL CORN IN THE EAR
1,,,,, By way of distinction I assigned to the first the characteristic of desire, and to the second
that of conflict. I can think of no single word more descriptive of the state of the third
than contemplation.

The latter's eminence in comparison to the first does not consist inthe sensible warmth
and fervency of his affections. In this respect many of the most exemplary believers have
looked back with a kind of regret upon the time of their espousals when, though their
judgments were but imperfectly formed, and their views of gospel truth were very indistinct,
they felt a fervour of spirit, the remembrance of which is both humbling and refreshing,
and yet they cannot recall the same sensations.

Nor is he properly distinguished from the second by a consciousness ofhis acceptance
in the Beloved and an ability of calling God his Father. Though as there is a growth in
every grace the third, having had his views of the Gospel and of the [,ord's faithfulness
and mercy, confirmed by a longer experience, his assurance is of course more stable and
simple than when he first saw himself safe from all condemnation.

Neither has the third, properly speaking, any more strength or stock of grace inherent
in himself than the second, or even than the first. He is in the same state of absolute
dependence, as incapable of performing spiritual acts or of resisting temptations by his
own power as he was at the first day of his setting out. Yet in a sense he is much stronger,
because he has a more feeling and constant sense of his own weakness. The Lord has
been long teaching him this lesson by a train of various dispensations and through grace
he can say he has not suffered so many things in vain. His heart has deceived him so
often that he is now in a good measure weaned from trusting to it and therefore he does
not meet with so many disappointments. Having found again and again the vanity of all
other helps, he is now taught to go to the Lord at once for "grace to help in every time
of need." Thus he is strong, not in himself, but in the grace that is in ChristJesus.

But the mature christian's happiness and superiority lies chiefly in this, that by the [,ord's
blessing on the use of means, such as prayer, reading and hearing of the Word, and by
a sanctified improvement of what he has seen of the Lord, and of his own heart, in the
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course of his'experience, he has attained clearer, deeper and moi'e com'prehensive views
of the mystery of redeeming love, of the glorious eicellency of the Lord Jesus, in His
Perso-n, offrces, grace and faithfulness, of the harmony and glory of all the divine perfections
ry1ife1e! in and by Him to the Church, ot the staUltlty, Uiauty fulness and certainty
9f tltg Hgly Scriprures, and of the heights, depths, lengihs and breadths of the love of
God in Christ.

Thus, though his sensible feelings may not be so warm as when he was in the first state,
his judgment is more solid, his mind more fixed, his thoughts more habitually exercisej
upon the things within the veil. His great business is to be[old the glory of Cod in Christ
and^by beholding he is changed into the same image and brings fo-rth in an eminent and
uniform manner the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesis Christ to the glory and
praise of God. His contemplations are not barren speculations, but have a real influence
and enable him to exemplify the christian character to more advantage and with more
consistency than can in the present state ofthings be expected either from the first or the
second. The following particulars may illustrate my meaning.

. 1. Humility. A measure of this grace is to be expected in every true christian, but
it can only appear in proportion to the knowledge they have of Christ and of their own
hearts. It is a part of the mature christian's dailylmployment to look back upon the way
by which the Lord has led him, and while he ieviews ihe .Eb"ner"rs' he has set up jl
along the road, he sees, in_almost an equal number, the monuments of his o*n p"*".r"
returns, and how he has in a thousand instances rendered to the Lord evil for good.
Comparing these things together, he can without affectation adopt the Apostle's lanluage
and style himself, "less than the least of all saints, and of sinnirs the chief." I.ne nist
and second characters know-that they ought to be humbled, but the third is truly so, and
feels the force of that text which I mentioned earlier. Ezekiel 16,63. Again, u, h" knows
most of himself so he has seen most of the Lord. The apprehension oT infinite Majesty
combined with infinite love, makes him shrink into the bust. From the exercise of this
grace he derives two others which are exceedingly ornamental and principal branches of
the mind which was in Christ. The one is submiision to the will oi Coo. The views he
has of his own vileness, unworthiness, and ignorance and of the divine sovereignty, wisdom
and love teach him to bc content in every state and to bear his appointed loiof suffering
with resignation according to the language of David in a time of aifliction, ..I was dumbl
and opened not my mouth, because Thou didst it."

The other is tenderness of spirit towards his fellow Christians. He cannot but judge of
their conduct according to the rule of the Word. But his own heart and the tno*ieAge
he has acquired of the snares of the world and the subtlety of Satan teach him to make
all due allowances and quali$r him for admonishing and restoring, in the spirit of meekness,
those who have been overtaken in a fault.

. 2. Spirituality. A spiritual taste and a disposition to accounr uil trringll"un uno nuiri'
in comparison of the knowledge and love of God in Christ are essential to a true Christians.
The world can never be his prevailing choice. I John 2,15. Yet we are renewed but in
part and are prone to an undue attachment to worldly things. Our spirits cleave to the
dust in defiance to the dictates of our better judgments and I bilieve ths lrrd seldom gives
His people a considerable victory over this evil principle until he has let them feel how
deeply it is rooted in their hearts. we may often see persons entangled and clogged in
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this respect, of whose sincerity in the main we cannot justly doubt, tifpecially rryon sott&
sudden and unexpected turn in life which brings them into a situation they have not been
accustomed to.

A considerable part of our trials are mercifully appointed to wean us from this propensity,
and it is gradually weakened by the Lord's showing us at one time the vanity of the creature
and at another His own excellence and all-sufficiency. Even the mature one is not perfect
in this respect, but he is more sensible of the evil of such attachments, more humbled
for them, more watchful against them and more delivered from them. He still feels a fetter,
but he longs to be free. His allowed desires are brought to a point, and he sees nothing
worth a serious thought but communion with God and progress in holiness.

Whatever outward changes he may meet with he will in general be the same man still.
He has learned with the Apostle, not only to suffer want, but (which is perhaps the harder
lesson) how to abound. A palace would be a prison to him without the Lord's presence,
and with this a prison would be a palace. From hence arises a peaceful reliance upon the
Lord; he has nothing which he cannot commit into His hands, which he is not habitually
aiming to resign to His disposal. Therefore he is not afraid of evil tidings, but when the
hearts of others shake like the leaves of a tree, he is fixed, trusting in the Lord, who he
believes can and will make good every loss, sweeten every bitter, and appoint all things
to work together for his advantage. He sees that the time is short, lives upon the foretastes
of glory, and therefore accounts not his life, or any inferior concernment, dear, so that
he may finish his course with joy.

, l

3. A union of heart to the glory and will of God. This is another noble distinction
of his spirit. The glory of God and the good of His people are inseparably connected.
But of these great ends the first is unspeakably the highest and the most important, and
into which everything else will be finally resolved. Now, in proportion as we advance
nearer to Him, our judgment, aim and end will be confortable to his, and His glory will
have the highest place in our hearts.
,, At first it is not so, or but very imperfectly. Our concern is chiefly about ourselves,
nor can it be otherwise. The convinced soul enquires, "What shall I do to be saved?"
The young convert is intent upon sensible comforts, and in the seasons when he sees his
interest secure, the prospect of the troubles he may meet with in life makes him often
wish for an early dismissal, that he may be at rest and avoid the heat and burden of the day.

But the mature christian has attained to more enlarged views; he has a desire to depart
and to be with Christ, which would be importunate if he considered only himself, but
his chief desire is that God may be glorified in him, whether by his life or by his death.
He is not his own, nor does he desire to be his own, but so that the power of Jesus may
be manifested in him, he will take pleasure in infirmities, in distresses, in temptations,
and, though he longs for heaven, would be content to live as long as Methuselah upon
earth if, by anything he could do or suffer, the will and glory of God might be promoted.

And though he loves and adores the I.ord for what He has done and suffered for him,
delilvered him from, and appointed him to, yet he loves and adores Him likewise with

a more simple and direct love, in which self is in a manner forgotten, from the consideration
of His glorious excellence and perfections, as He is in Himself. That God in Christ is
glorious over all and blessed for ever is the very joy of his soul, and his heart can frame'
no higher wish than that the sovereign, wise, holy will of God may be accomplished in
him and in all His creatures. Upon this grand principle his prayers, schemes and actions
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are formed. Thus he is already made like the angels, and, so far as is consistent with the
inseparable remnants of a fallen nature, the will of God is regarded by him upon earth,
as it is by the inhabitants of heaven. The power of divine grace in him may be exemplified
in a great variety of situations. He may be rich or poor, learned or illiterate, of a lively
natural spirit, or of a more slow and phlegmatic constitution. He may have a comparatively
smooth or a remarkably thorny path in life; he may be a minister or layman; these
circumstances will give some tincture and difference in appearance to the work, but the
work itself is the same, and we must, as far as possible, drop the consideration of them
all, or make proper allowances for each, in order to form a right judgment of the life of faith.

The outward expression of grace may be heightened and set off to advantage by many
things which are merely natural, such as evenness of temper, good sense, a knowledge
of the world, and the like, and it may be darkened by things which are not properly sinful,
but unavoidable, such as lowness of spirit, weak abilities and pressure of temptations,
which may have effects that they who have not had experience in the same things cannot
properly account for. A double quantity of real grace, ifI may so speak, that has a double
quantity of hindrances to conflict with, will not be easily observed, unless these hindrances
are known and attended to, and a smaller measure of grace may appear great when its
exercise meets with no obstructions. For these reasons we can never be competent judges
of each other, because we cannot be competently acquainted with the whole complex case.
But our great and merciful High Priest knows the whole. He considers our frame,
"remembers that we are dust," makes gracious allowances, pities, bears, accepts and
approves, with unerring judgment.

The sun, in his daity course, beholds nothing so excellent and honourable upon earth
as this mature christian though perhaps he may be confined to a cottage, and is little known
or noticed by men. But he is the object and residence ofdivine love, the charge ofangels,
and ripening for everlasting glory. Happy soul! His toils, sufferings and exercises will
be soon at an end; soon his desires will be accomplished, and He who has loved him and
redeemed him with His own blood, will receive him to Himself, with a "Well done, good
and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. "

If this representation is agreeable to the Scriptures, how greatly are they -irtuk"n "ni'
how much to be pitied who, while they make profession of the gospel, seem to have no
idea ofthe effects it is designed to produce upon the hearts ofbelievers, but either allow
themselves in a worldly spirit and conversation, or indulge their unsanctified tempers by
a fierce contention for names, notions and parties. May the Lord give to you and to me
daily to grow in the experience of that wisdom which "is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. "

Unity without verity is not better than conspiracy.

...4i

Light troubles should never cause us to forget weighty mercies.

John Trapp:
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Year's Message by Dr. t.,fiail_lt$ney, Editor of the Gospet Magazine

Ruth 3:18

A wondrous field presents itself for our consideration. Throughout the book of Ruth
the providential and the spiritual are so blessedly blended, and, had we but eyes to see
it, how commonly should we find this to be the case in the great scheme of salvation.
In the histories left upon record - the old Testament especially - how very marked is
this union or identification of the providential with the spiritual! How can they be separated
in Jacob or Joseph? David or Daniel? Jonah or Job? The two are blessedly combined
throughout their histories.

The book of Ruth begins with a famine and virtually ends with a feast. It begins with
grief and finishes with joy. How like the course of the child of God! Starved out of house
and home in nature in order to be led, step by step, to the banqueting house ofgrace and
finally to the eternal mansions in glory!

Naomi (perhaps as a natural woman, "pleasant" or "beautiful" - "agreeable," as
her name implies) is by death deprived of both husband and sons; but, in her desolation,
she witnessed for the [.ord, for she says to her two daughters-in-law, "The Lord deal
kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me."

But, mark, the sovereignty, as well as the divine operation of grace - yav, its early
distinctive and precious choice. "Go" says Naomi to her daughters-in-law, "return each
to her mother's house. " "Turn again, my daughters", she says again and yet again, "why

will ye go with me. . It grieveth me much for your sakes" mark this, 'for your sakes';
see her unselfishness, but how richly to be repaid! that the hand of the Lord is gone out
against me." But does the sequel prove that "the hand ofthe Lord had indeed gone out
against her?" Ah! poor short-sighted creature, how prone are we to be in haste, and rashly
and harshly to misjudge the Lord! "And they lifted up their voice and wept again; and
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave unto her."

Mark the difference, and then observe the touching appeal of Ruth in answer to Naorni's
urging her to go back, as Oprah had done. "Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return
from following after thee; for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I
will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will
I die, and there will I be buried; the Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but death
part thee and me." Was ever language so touching? Had Elimelech or Mahlon or Chilion
ever expressed themselves in such loving terms as these? And how timely too! How sweet
and balm-like upon a broken spirit! How wisely and lovingly ordered of the Lord! Have
you not known something of the same thing? If the Lord has seen fit to remove one friend,
has He not raised up another? Or if there has been a turning away upon the part of one
professing friendship, has not the Lord sent a kindly and practical sympathizer in another
- it may be, a comparative stranger. How this proves that all hearts are in the Lord's
hand, and all events under His control.

Again, witl regard to the history before us, what a proof have we of the Lord's work
- so distinctive from that of Ofpah - which had secretly been going on in the heart of
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Ruth, and upotTwhat frund? Doubtless that of observation! She had marked the character
and conduct of Naomi. She had seen the workings of affliction and anguish, sickness and
death. She saw, by contrast, that there was a something in Naomi which was not to be
found in her own people. How little was her mother-in-law aware of it! And, ye mothers
and fathers, how little, upon the same principle may you know what is going on in the
hearts and minds of your dear children. How little, probably, are you aware of how the
Lord is working by the very trials and afflictions and bitter heart-grief by which he is
proving and pruning you.

How touching the testimony! "When she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go
with her, then she left speaking unto her." If she spoke of kindness before, how much
more now! And what a grateful solace must such words as those of Ruth have been in
Naomi's heart!

And yet see poor fallen humanity rearing its accursed head again "Is this Naomi?"
say her townsfolk. "call me not Naomi" she replies, "call me Mara; for the Almighty
hath dealt very bitterly with me." "Very blessedly" would have been the more befitting
and becoming word. But this she had yet to prove. "I went out full" she adds, "and the
Lord hath brought me home again empty. " Yes, but His gracious intention and the after
fulfilment was with Naomi as it invariably sooner or later will be with all His dear people.
He emptied her of the natural and the earthly, in order that He might fill her with the
spiritual and the heavenly! "Why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified
"tffiLT'i-'-hai 

was so closely and so blessedly awaiting both Naomi and Ruth. How
near was she to the blessing, and yet how little aware of it! When most distrustful then
was she nearest deliverance. Oh that neither Naomi nor ourselves should ascribe that succour
or deliverance to ourselves - no, not in the leastwise - not any more to the exercise
of faith or patience, than to any inherent creature merit. Here the richness and fulness,
the freeness and blessedness, of sovereign and discriminating grace the more strikingly
appears.

Although there was this hastiness of spirit and pettiness of temper upon the part of Naomi,
there was not the semblance of it allowed to prevail in Ruth. Here are some Gospel lessons
and loving practical rebukes for the elders in grace as they mark the mellowness and the
teachableness and tractableness of the younger ones in the divine life, especially when
in the enjoyment of their first love. Oh how calculated is this to check the pride or the
Pharisaism or the self-satisfaction of the creature! How do the fathers in Christ and the
mothers in Israel, upon these very grounds, take shame to themselves as they contemplate
in their younger believers that simplicity, spirituality, steadfastness, which characterised
their own former days, but which now, alas! has given place to coldness, carnality and
concern about temporals and trifles which, under their earlier and first-love experiences.
would not have had a feather's weight with them.

But Ruth was content to go gleaning. "And she went and came and gleaned in the
field after the reapers." Now mark, "Her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging
unto Boaz who was of the kindred of Elimelech." This was just one of those Fatherly
displays of God's Fatherly care and loving, condescending interest by which He blends
the leadings and guidings and marvellous openings of His providence with the rich and
precious operations of His grace.

Ruth gleans after the reapers. Her meek, modest and most unpretending bearing and
deportment arrests the attention of Boaz. He inquires after her and, upon his kindly and

*.
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tender greeting, she fallson her face, and bows herself to the ground, and exclaims: "Why

have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am
a stranger?" z; l

Reader, hast not "the Greater thanhaz" even the heavenly Bridegroom, been appealed
to in the same terms of adoring wonder, love and praise by ten thousand times ten thousand
- ye, by a number that no man can number - of His people since Ruth's day? Hers
was a pattern plea that has been adopted and shall be adopted to the very end of time.

After Ruth had been suffered to "glean even among the sheaves" and to gather some
of the handfuls that had been let fall on purpose for her - a sweet setting forth of covenant
plan, design, arrangement she returns to her mother-in-law. When upon enqurry the name
of Boaz is given, the relationship is at once discovered and declared. "The man is near
of kin unto us" she exclaims. Why, Naomi, what have you been thinking of - you that
have been charging the Almighty with having dealt very bitterly with you? Is He at a loss?
Has He no reserves? Blessed be His Name, as then, so now -

"He hides the purpose of His grace
To make it better known."

"It is good, my daughter" says Naomi "that thou go out with his maidens, that they
meet thee not in any other field." A word of loving counsel for all the Lord's sensibly
poor and needy gleaners that they should stick to the Gospel-field - be found in the old
fashioned tracks awaiting the time and the pleasure, the will and the way, of the heavenly
Boaz.

Adhering to the voice of her mother-in-law Ruth follows Boaz, marks his movements,
sees where he lies down, comes to him softly, uncovers his feet and lays her down -

yes, at his feet! Sweet position, enviable place, a crouching and a deeply conscious poor
and needy one at the feet of "the Greater than Boaz"! Mark the disparity of her movements
between the field and the floor! Who would have supposed it to have been the selfsame
person. But this came to pass under love-constrainings and special and peculiar drawings.
And this holds good in grace. The poor and needy ones are the subject ofa progress and
an advancement which manifests itself in the Ruth-venturing, importunity, and sacred
determination.

"And it came to pass at midnight that the rnan was afraid and turned himself, and behold
a woman lay at his feet" But He, the Omniscient Jehovah-Jesus has drawn them there,
and hence it is at once their blessed province and their divine privilege to answer the "Who

are thou?" as Ruth did. And it was after this marvellous scene that Naomi counselled
Ruth, "SIT STILL my daughter. " And upon the very face of the facts, as here recorded,
was not this "sining still" and waiting and watching the very wisest course she could
have adopted? Had she moved, would she not have married? Let your position be what
it may, and let your anxiety be connected with time things or eternal things, whether it
has to do with body or soul or both, in a felt helplessness, under a deep sense of creature-
nothingness and the realisation of utter unworthiness, but withal the heart and eye directed
to Jesus and Jesus only, we would say as earnestly and emphatically as Naomi did, "Sit

still" for the God-Man Christ Jesus, the glorious Mediator, will never be at rest until
He has finished the work He has begun. To come to the last point, "Be still and know
that I am God." "Stand still! Sit still! Be still."

May God in His great mercy vouchsafe to you for the coming year a goodly measure
of this precious, peaceful, fear-assuaging, God-glorifying stillness. With the mind deeply
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imbued with the conviction of the absolute uncertainty of everything here,ander these
circumstances wherein is our mercy and what is the anitude it behoves us to seek to realise?
The only safe and satisfactory position is that of seeking to "Be still and know that He
is God."

To meddle is io mar. Our province and our privilege as the professed sons and daughters
of the Lord God Almighty is to "Be still" We have nothing to do but to look on, just
as Manoah and his wife did, and if the Lord graciously begets this spirit in us, if he is
pleased to vouchsafe to us grace to give heed to His Word, "Whoso is wise and will observe
these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord" we are as sure
as we are of our own existence that He will continue to "work wondrously" as of old,
proving to a demonstration indeed that He is God, ordering, directing, controlling all things,
from the minute to the mighty, from the nourishing and protecting and preserving the
humblest and most obscure of His redeemed, even though such an one be the occupant
of a cottage, garret or cellar, to the counselling and guiding the interests of an empire!
His entire procedure in all the varied minutiae of both His providence and grace will,
through a blissful and never-ending eternity excite the wonder and the love and the gratitude
of that "great multitude which no man can number, of all nations, and kindred and people
and tongues" which eternally shall ''stand before the throne and before the [,amb, clothed
with white robes and palms in their hands, and cry with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation

to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." 
ia

Editor's Note
This year of grace marks the centenary of the death on April 2lst of the death of Dr.

Doudney who was editor for some 53 years.
We hope in our next issue to give extended coverage to Dr. Doudney and his work.

"In the Morningtt .:i

E.  A .  HOUGHTON

These words occur twice in one of the verses of the fifth Psalm. The verse contains
exactly the words which suit the lips of every loving, trusting child of God. Do you know
them, my dear young reader? If not, learn them at once, that they may be used by you
when you wake from sleep and are thankful to God for a good night. They are: "My

voice shalt Thou hear in the moming, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer
unto Thee, and will look up."

There is a beautiful prayer in Psalm cxliii. 8, which is very suitable for us to use too.
It is: "Cause me to hear Thy loving-kindness in the monting; for in Thee do I trust: cause
me to know the way wherein I should walk, for I lift up my soul unto Thee." In such
words we acknowledge how helpless we are, and ask Him to cause us to hear and know.

If this is your cry, the whole day will be influenced by the thoughts it contains, and
your prayer will be answered, for the l-ord's mercies are "new every morning" (Lam.

*,,
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lii.23).In Psalm xlvi. 5 w€.?rbad, "God shall help her, ind that right eaily.,' A.liiile
boy whose mother was ill wrote these words on a piece of paper, and took it to her in
bed. The comfort received was great indeed. The words "right early" might be translated"1hen the morning appeareth" according to the margin.

Do you remember the wonders which Gbd wrought for the children of Israel when He
brought them out of the land of Egypt with His mlghry arm? you can read the story in
Exodus xiv. After the Lord had divided the sea, at His-command "the children of Israel
went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them
on their right hand and on their left. " Thi was all done at night. But as soon as they
were safely over, the Egyptians pursued after them, and you wiliremember that the Lori
took off tleir chariot w^heels,-and they found themselves in great confusion, and cried,,"Let us flee from the face of Israel." They knew that the Lord was against them, and
as they fled, "the sea.returned to his strength tuben tbe mor.ning appeared.,'

we read of our Lord Jesus christ, after iheavy day's work on tte Sabbath, that ,.in
the moming, rising upa great while before day, HL went out, and departed inio u rofitury
place and then prayed. " Morning prayer is of the utmost importance io the one who wants
to "walk with God. " Again, we read of our Lord, "Early in the morning He came again
into-the temple"; and on another occasion, "all the people came early in the moriing
to Him in the temple, for to hear Him."

what a terrible morning we read of in Mark xv. l: ..Straightway in the morning the
chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes uno ttr" whole council] and
bound Jesus, and carried Him away, and delivered Him to pilate". But how wonderful
to hear Him telling Pilate, "Thou couldest have no power at aI against Me, except it
were given thee from above". The Lord Jesus gave Himself for the iheep. He took their
place, dying in their stead, the Just for the unjust.

"Jesus is our Shepherd, for the sheep He bled,
Every lamb is sprinkled with the blood He shed"

But is it not lovely to read at the end of all the Gospels about the glorious morning
when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised from the dead? iuke tells us of ihe *o-"n goini
to "the sepulchre with their spices, very early in the morning". How heartily each bel-ievei
can sing:

"Jesus lives! our hearts know well,
Nought from us His love can sever;
Life, nor death, nor powers of hell
Tear us from His keeping tlf,tl.ruiut.,

what a wondrous morning that wiil be, when the Lord returns to take His people to
Himselfl "weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning". psitm^:0:s;

(From The Gospel Magazine 1930.)
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Notes of a Sermon on Isaiah 53:5

t' ai t:*'.s ;ir', i"'-i, l
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Isaiah has been described as the Evangelical Prophet because apart from Psalm 22, there
is possibly more of the Evangel sounded in his writings than in any other book of the
Old Testament. For example in Isa. 7:14 we read, 'behold a virgin shall conceive and
bear a Son and shall call his name Immanuell; and again in Isa 9:6 'unto us a child is
born, unto us a Son is given'. Also in chapter 40 there is a prophecy concerning John
the Baptist, 'The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
and make straight in the desert a highway for our God'. Chapters 42,49, 50, 5213 -
53:L2 give us the four servant songs. The servant here is not the nation of Israel, nor
the remnant within the nation. but the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Nowhere in the
Old Testament does the work of Christ shine more brightly or figure in such detail as
in Isa 53. Here is the gospel in twilight. When we limit our thinking to one verse, verse
5, a number of things demand our attention. First of all we see a balance in the prophet's
description of man by nature, and the provision of God in the gospel to answer his need.
Man is a transgressor, iniquitous, in a state of dispeace and spiritually sick. The words
'wounding, bruising, chastisement and stripes' tell us much about Christ's atoning work.
We will consider these things now in more detail.

Firstly, man by nature is described as a 'transgressor'. To transgress means, 'to

cut or go across'. It describes the most outward acts of sin. It is a word related to the
lawof God. TheNewTestamentdefinessinasthe'transgressionof thelaw'. I John3:4.
This is well illustrated in the story of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. There God
said concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 'in the day thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die'. In this prohibition God set a verbal fence around the tree. The sad
story is that they did what God had forbidden and in so doing they became transgressors.
Now since the whole of humanity was in the loins of Adam when he sinned this has resulted
in the whole human race being declared sinners by nature and practice in the sight of God.

Secondly, the word 'iniquities' is used in relation to man. This tells of his inward
condition. The centre and whole of his being is perverse, polluted and twisted. Iniquity
is within man's nature, whilst transgression is the outworking of this in practice. Iniquity
reminds us that the natural heart is out of alignment with the will and pleasure of God.
There is a bias within that accounts for the ease with which we can sin. Someone once
said, 'We are not sinners because we commit sin, we commit sin because we are sinners'.

The third description we are given of man is found in the phrase, 'the chastisement
of our peace was upon him'. Natural man is in a state of dispeace. He is not at peace
with God, with himself or his fellow man. The New Testament says, 'And the way of
peace have they not known', Rom 3: l7 and again, 'the carnal mind is enmity against God'.
Rom 8:7.

The fourth expression, 'with his stripes we are healed' seems to sum up all that has
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gone before. Man is spiritually sick from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot.
There is no part of him that is not infected and affected by sin. Christian theologians rightly
describe him as'totally depraved'. Such is his plight, that his only hope is to be found
in the gospel of Christ.

What is the gospel? It is the Person and Work of Christ. In this chapter and in this verse
Isaiah describes for us in depth what Christ suffered at Golgotha.

First his work is 'substitutionary' in nature. He was, 'wounded for our transgressions'.
Christ in the place of sinners. James Denney wrote in his book 'The Death of Christ',
'he made our doom his very own.' Philip Bliss the hymn writer wrote:

'In my place condemned he stood,

;, Sealed my pardon with his blood.'

i: Not onl1l are we told that his work was substitutionary but that it also involved great
suffering. It is presented to us in a four-fold way.

He was 'wounded'. This is the outward aspect of his sufferings to answer for our outward
acts of sin, transgressions. Prof. R A Finlayson wrote, 'There are five types of wounds
known to medical science'. There is a'contused wound' where the flesh is bruised, a
'lacerated wound' where the flesh is torn, a 'penetrated wound' where the fresh is pierced,
and a'perforated wound', one that goes right through, an'incised wound' where a gash
is made in the flesh. In these physical sufferings his manhood was broken in death.

We are given a description of his spiritual sufferings in the words that follow. The word
'bruising' is also found in verse 10, 'it pleased the Lord to bruise him'. What a mystery!
This is what happened to him in the dread hour of Gethseruune. Mark, in his gospel reminds
us of the horror of Gethsemane by the phrase, 'sore amazed'. Mk 14:33. The word
EKTHAMBEISTHAI translates, 'to be greatly astonished'. C.E.B Cranfield described
the experience as, 'being in the grip of a shuddering horror in the face of the dreadful
prospect before him'. Answering for our iniquity before the bar of divine justice caused
him to call out, 'if it be possible, let this cup pass from me nevertheless thy will be done'.

The word 'chastisement' is a domestic word. We read in the New Testament, 'whom

theLordloveshechastens'. Heb 12:516. AtCalvary, ChristtheElderBrotherof thepeople
of God was suffering on behalf of the family. This is Christ dealing with God; here is
the propitiatory work of the Son. This is the Godward aspect of the atonement which reaches
its climax in the cry, 'My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me'. Oh the mystery
of Calvary!

The last word is 'heded' describing what the sufferings of Christ has secured for sinners.
Calvin in his commentary on Isaiah 53 wrote of Christ, 'Here is our medicine'. Christ
alone can make the sin-sick whole. On January lst, 1888 C.H. Spurgeon preached in
London on the phrase, 'by his stripes we are healed'. In his inimitable style his four points
were, 'The Character is healed; The Conscience is healed; The Heart is healed; The Whole
man is healed in Christ'.

In the gospel there is a call to repent and believe upon Christ. Pointing out the urgency
ofthis call, John Flavell wrote, 'Never was anyone healed by a prepared but unapplied
plaster'. ''. :;?i
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John 21: 19,22 
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When Simon Peter humbly and sincerely confessed his love for the Lord on the banks
of the Sea of Galilee, the Lord Jesus, having re-commissioned him as an Apostle (John
2I:15-17), simply said: "Follow Me". Henceforth he was to live the life of discipleship,
following in the steps of his Lord (1 Peter 2:21),being as He was in the world - "as

He is so are we in this world" (1 John 4:17).
In his Epistle Peter reminded his readers that they were strangers and pilgrims (2:11).

They were, of course, this in a literal sense but Peter was using the expression figuratively
to remind them, and us, that they were citizens of heaven, sojourning for a season upon
earth. Heaven is their home (Philippians 3:20) and here they have no continuing city but
seek one which is to come (Hebrews ll:10, 13-16). Thus the Lord Jesus exhorted us:
"Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . . where your treasure is there will your
heart be also" (Matthew 7:20,21), and Paul: "Set your affections on things above, not
on things on the earth" (Colossians 3:2).

Yet it is vital to remember that this life of pilgrimage is a life of discipleship. The Christian
must be seen and known to be a follower of the Lord Jesus. The Christian life is clear,
distinctive and manifest. because it is characterised by the holiness of God (Matthew

5 :13 -16 ) .

i :

HOLINESS OF LIFE
The Christian is exhorted by the Apostle to be holy in all manner of life (l: 15) - and

the reason why the Christian must be holy is because God is holy (l:16). Holiness is
conformity to God's will and commandments. We must be as God is. And God has revealed
His holiness in the Person of His Son (John I : l8). ''He that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father" (John 14:9). It is as we follow in His steps (l Peter 2:21) that we shall be holy
as God is holy. Such holiness demands that we do what God commands "as obedient
children" (1-14). Jesus reminded Peter, as we have seen, that obedience is essential to
the life of discipleship (John 2l:18-19), a lesson that is clearly taught throughout the whole
of Scripture. How we need earnestly to study the Word that we may know God's will,
and then in obedience, fulfil that will in daily life.

The Apostle, in his Epistle, emphasises the negative demands of holiness of life. The
Christian must constantly be seen to depart from all that hurts God, all that is alien to
His holiness. Thus we are exhorted to "abstain from all fleshly lusts" - all that belongs
to our corrupt nature (2:ll), and to "lay aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies
and envies and all evil speaking". This demands that we shall ever be watchful against
the evil one who constantly attacks whether as a "roaring lion" or with the subtlety and
craftiness of a serpent (l: 13, 5:8, Genesis 3). Peter himself had failed so miserably because
he had neglected to heed the Lord's warning: "Watch and pray" (Matthew 26:36-46,
69-75). Alas, so very often has every one of us. We must ever be watchful, prayerful,
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desiring the "milk of the Word" if, in this blatantly Godless world, neare6o be as Christ
was and to reveal in daily conduct the holiness of God.

LOVE FOR ONE AIIOTHER
One of the clearest evidences of this holiness of life is love. Indeed, Jesus said that love

is an essential characteristic of the life of discipleship. "By this snit an men know that
ye are My disciples, if ye love one another" (John 13:35) and that love was to be the
same as His love for them (John 15:12). So peter urges .,See that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently" (l:22). Throughout the Epistle this call to love one another
is emphasised. Such love will be seen in their attitude one to another, in compassion, pity,
cou-rtesy, forgiveness, hospitality and helpfulness (3:g-ll, 4:g-11). In theie days when
selfishness, backbiting, envy, and unkindness abound, what an enriching influence will
true Christian love and charity have. There are so many who need the loie that can only
be given in the Name of Christ, the love which is the first of the fruit of the indwellin!
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22).

i:' couRAcEous wrrNESS' ' "God is holy" (1: 16), 'God is love" (l John 4:7) and His holiness and love in the lives
of Christians are distinguishing marks of the life of discipleship. The Apostle, in exhorting
his readers to such holiness and love, also reminds them that tttry -uri give a courageoui
witness before the world. He urges them, for the Lord's sake, tb be hw-abiding cii=izens
(2:13-14), to respect authority (2:17 , l8), to be ready to witness for the Lord 5efore all
men, no matterwhatthe cost (2:15, 3:13-17). No christian must suffer as a murderer,
or thief, busybody, fornicator or evil doer (4:15) but if we are called upon to suffer for
the faith then we are happy in that we are privileged to share the sufierings of Christ
(2:19-21,4:16). How we ought consistently to priy for our brethren in diiferent parts
of the world who suffer.persecution, imprisonment, loss of work, shame and ignominy
for the love of Christ. With the ever-increasing lowering of moral standards and so-called
permissiveness, the courageous stand which holiness of life demands may well lead to
persecution ofone kind and another. But ifthat be so "let them that suffei accordins to
the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a fait[fuI
Creator" (4:19).

This holiness, love and courage of which we have been thinking, is the work of the
Holy Spirit within us. May we learn ever more and more to rurrenier ourselves to Him
and follow His guiding (Ephesians 5:18, Romans 8:14, Galatians 5-25). only the Holy
Spirit can enable us to live in accordance with the Biblical standards of holiness. love
and courageous witness.

No man knoweth *itat u nothing he is in knowledge, grace and goodness till the Lord
is pleased to reveal Himself to him. 

'.l:r:.
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Malcolm Jones (Crockenhi l l ,  Swanley, Kent)

Job 19:25-27 ".1i

IF, since becoming a christian, everything has fallen into place in your life - the d:\Xl
has left yog alone, apart from a few odd skirmishes - your life style has improved, your
standard of living has become higher, your circle of frinds has enlarged, your staie of
health has been first rate - then you have much to be thankful for.

IF, since becoming a Christian your life has been one of sensational spiritual encounters,
amazing answers to prayer, dramatic interventions by God, miraculous escapes from trouble
and other momentous supernatural experiences, you also have much to be thankful for.

But IF, since becoming a Christian, something very different has happened; if your friends
had been brutally murdered and all you had had been plundered; if your whole family
had been wiped out in a hurricane and you yourselfhad contracted a painful skin disease
which gave you no let-up day and night; ifthose who once knew you and honoured you
no longer wanted to know you, if you had become so repulsive that even your marriage
partner wished you dead, and (ust to add insult to injury) you were afflicted by earnest
and well-meaning Christian friends who wouldn't give up trying to find some gross sin
in your life that had caused your suffering, what would you think of your Christianity
then? What would it have done for you then?

At the best it might arouse a few doubts about the God you had believed in. At most
you might be tempted to take the line of advice which said, "curse God and die!"

I would like to introduce you to a man who had actually experienced each of these
calamities I have listed. For him they were not a bad dream - they were a tragic reality
- in spite of the fact that Job was blameless and upright, a man who feared God and
shunned evil.

How did he survive? How did he cope? what kept him loyal to God while going through
such distressing experiences? For, surely, ifhe has the secret it must be recorded to help
me should my life start disintegrating.

Yes, Job has the secret and he is willing to share it with us. He is so concerned that
others hear about it that he wished his testimony could be written on a scroll and carved
out of rock so that it would always be around for people to read.

what he wanted to write down he did not see as mere conjecture, as a good guess, as
a philosophical speculation, or a secret hope. He wrote what was, to him, firm and certain
personal convictions. He wrote about things he knew, and here they are recorded for all
generations of mankind in what we now know as the Book of Job c.18 and verses ,t-T

Tff"'Tt'^,#u"?*il#i. # are rob,s words, ..r know that my n"a""-". rin",r,.l,
But the word Job used was rich in meaning. It is often found in the Old Testament and

referred to the nearest blood relative (the next of kin whose duty it was to take up the
cause of the persol in need - to defend him when in trouble, to acquit him of all wrong
charges, to avenge his blood if unjustly killed). And this poor pathetic wreck of humanity
says "I have a Redeemer - one close to me who will take up my cause - in fact -

27
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I know He liveth. " That is more than saying - "He exists. " Job contrasts this Redeemer
with himself as a dying man, with all his contemporaries, c.l4 v. 10, ,,But man dieth,
and wasteth away: yea,-man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?" It is as though he
says, "Even though I die, He lives."

In the middle of his grief and torment Job was convinced that while there was no one
to stand for him in life, all his friends having misunderstood him, he yet had a close Friend
who was his Advocate, His Avenger. Who can He have been?

It is breath-taking to discover that this Person who takes on the duties of being the closest
relative to Job is none less than God supreme. That is what so many Old Testament believers
thought of God as being. King David prayed, "May the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, o Lord, my strength -d -y Redeemer."
Psalm 19:14 "well, Job, all I can say is, He does not seem to be doing a lot for you.
If this is your Friend, who needs enemies?" "Ah! But" says Job, "you are being very
short-sighted. If He does not seem to be doing a lot for me now, just you wait and sel
what He will do for me." 

._r
TIIERE WILL BE A REDEMPTION. vs. 2ib-27a ,,,o i
(a) IIn WILL APPEAR. v.25b.

He may seem to be doing nothing, but He isn't. He may not be making His presence
felt too much just at present, but listen - "He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. "
He will arise and destroy His enemies and vindicate His people. God wilitriumph in the
end. He will outlast all and He will have the final say. The ultimate triumph of God over
evil when Jesus Christ appears as Lord and King is a glorious truth to graip and tive by.
But the Christian has, of course, a direct interest in it.

O) Ifr WILL ARISE vs.26 & 27.
Whenever it will be that Jesus returns as King, He will not come alone. Paul writing

to t}re Thessalonians (4:14) puts it like this, "For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." The word ..sleep"

there does not refer to those who have dozed offduring the sermon! It is the New Testamint
way of referring to Christians who have died. They are important, for they convey a srrong
belief in the resurrection to come; that, just as we awake up from sleep in the morning,
so a morning will come when our bodies will wake from the sleep of death.

And this is whatJob anticipated when he wrote{hat "though after my skin worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God."

i. Ultimately
There will be an "after". The destruction of our skin is not the end of the story. In

many ways it is only the beginning. We are now still very much at the caterpillar stage;
the butterfly follows from the chrysallis, and though the details of that future were more
even vague to Job than they are to us, they were no less real.

ii. Physically
Nor did Job look at his future existence as a mystical experience which would be solely

spiritual. He saw it very much in physical terms. "yET IN My FLESH SHALL I sEE
GOD." "I myself will see Him with my own eye." The Bible makes clear that to ask
what kind of body we will have is folly. It will be as more glorious as a plant is than
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the seed from which it came. "It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption.
It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.,' I corinthians 15:4[,44.when
the Lord Jesus returns He will "change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able io subdue all things unto
Himself." Philippians 3:21. j:

"fn mv flesh shatl I see God." That is the certain hope for which the Christian waits.
That is the goal which Jesus died to bring about. Ouf present situation is, thank God,
only temporary. "we ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within_ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body. " Romans 8:23. Our bodies must be redeemed from their bondage to decay, or Satan
lp yol the day over the important part of us. The resurrection rnoitting wili announce
his final defeat, as God's people arise from the dust in imperishable, gl6rious, spiritual
bodies.

iii. CERTNNLY.

^The thing_ that grips me is that Job announces his hope quite categorically. ..Though
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 6od; whom t shil
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another. " vs. 26 & jz. Not through
faith or in a vision, but really, actually, "I shail see Him FoR MysELF."

It is all very certain and very personal. It only waited on Christ to come and bring life
and immortality to light for John to expand on Job by saying, ,.It doth not yet uip*,
what we shall be: but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, foi we
shall see Him as He is." (1 John 3:2)

Some time earlier Job had asked, "If a man dies will he live again?,, (Job 14:14) Now
he has no doubt. Not only is there life beyond, it is resurrecti6n Hfe in the immediate
presence of God, and we know that will come about, for the New Testament reveals that."And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many: and unto them that look for Him shall He appear
the second time without sin unto salvation." (Hebrews 9:27,2g,1.

Some seem to think they have a resurrection body already and can claim by faith to
be exempt from illness or suffering or disease. It is folly of cou.se. They only torment
{tgi1 o-wn souls for apparent lack of faith, "Christ the firstfruits; afterwaris thiy that are
Christ's at His coming." (1 Corinthians 15:23). What a transformation that witt be! es
Paul thought about what he and his fellow christians were going through he said, .,For
I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy io be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us." (Romans 8:18)

THERE MUST BE A RESPONSE. v. 27b.
Well, what shall we say to these things? As Job thought about it all he said in effect,

lllry my heart yearns within me. It's pining away - I'm desperate for that day to arrive.';
His friends had directed him to set his hopes on a return to temporal prosperity, to health,
wealth and friends, but in return Job informed them that his soul had got a glimpse oi
lom9tling better by far and he couldn't wait to get his hands on it. "So vivid is hii hope
that it becomes almost reality. The intensity of his thought creates an ecstatic condition
of mind in which the vision of God seems almost realiJed. " He was taken to the verv
gate ofheaven and longed to enter, and the experience was given him probably u, .uny

I
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years before Christ came as we live after His coming. We have so much more upon
which to build our hope. Peter puts it like this, "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; To an inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in
heaviness through manifold temptations; That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love,
in Whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory. Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.'.l
(1 Peter l: 3-9)

. !

A Message for the New Year
.  i :

"And the LORD shall guide thee continually" Isaiah 58:lI .r

"The Lord shall guide thee." Not an angel, but God Himself shall guide thee. He said
He would not go through the wilderness before His people, an angel should go before
them to lead them in the way; but Moses said, "If Thy presence go not with me, carry
me not up hence". Christian, God has not left you in your earthly pilgrimage to an angel's
guidance: He Himself leads the van. You may not see the cloudy, fiery pillar, but God
will never forsake you.

Notice the word "Shall". "The Lord shall guide thee". How certain this makes it!
How sure it is that God will not forsake us! How precious are His "shalls" and "wills";

how much better than the oaths of men. "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee".
Then observe the adverb "continually". We are not merely to be guided sometimes,

but we are to have a perpetual monitor; not occasionally to be left to our own understanding,
and so to wander, but we are continually to hear the guiding voice of the Great Shepherd;
and if we follow close at His heels, we shall not err, but be led by a right way to a city
to dwell in. If you have to change your position in life, if you have to emigrate to distant
shores; ifit should happen that you are cast into poverty, or uplifted suddenly into a more
responsible position than the one you now occupy; if you are thrown among strangers,
or cast among foes, yet tremble not, for "the Lord shall guide thee continually".

There are no dilemmas out of which you shall not be delivered if you live near to God
and your heart be kept warm with holy love. He goes not amiss who goes in the company
of God. Like Enoch, walk with God, and you cannot mistake your road. You have infallible
wisdom to direct you, immutable love to comfort you, and eternal power to defend you.

"The Lord shall guide thee continually".
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Those of us, who disapprove of the modern ecumenical movement, wherein ',unity"
is put before doctrinal truth and whose aim is "one church", direct attention to the woids
of the l-ord Jesus (to which also the ecumenists point but with false application): ..that
they all may be one" (John 17:21), not omitting the words that follow, however, ..as
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us . . .,'. tJnity
is to be found in christ alone and not in any man-conceived organisation.

Such is indeed the truth, but do we always fully understand wf,at it means to be ..all
one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28)? ln the first place, we must remember the solemn
fact that ". . as by one man sin entered into the world and death by sin, and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. . ." There is that drladful unity of the
whole human race in their natural state: oNE IN ADAM'S SIN. Then the giorious,
wonderful truth that "as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. " Dead
in Adam; alive in Christ. This blessed transformation has come about only be reason of
the facts stated in Hebrews 2:14 - "forasmuch as the children are partakeis of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise tookpart of the same" - the Son of CoO makins Himself
oNE wrrH HIS "CHILDREN" 

oR HIs ELECT "that through death He migf,'t destroy
!i. llut lad th9 power of death, that is the devil. " This being the explanatidn of verse
l l: "For both He that sanctifteth and they who are sanctified are all of one . . " Moreover,
that the Lord Jesus became ONE with His own is reiterated in verse 17: "Wherefore in
all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren . . . to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people." In such manner is the oneness of Christ with His elect.,, s

The oneness of believers with christ is seen in the following respects: :

ONE IN HIS SUTTERINGS ..a ;(el: i. .aI}
In Philippians 3:10 frg havg the expression: "the fellowship of His sofferingr"."Fellowship" is in the original "koinoonia" or sharing. we do not, cannot, partake of

His agony in physical suffering - that was His and His alone - but rather in the sense
of the words that follow: "being made confortable unto His death,', that is, shaped or
made like Him as the One Who took the suffering which was our due, as Isaiah states
(53:5): "He was wounded for our transgressions . . . bruised for our iniquities . . . with
His stripes we are healed." In that way believers are one with Him in His sufferings.

r:.,i:. tlgrmiFl sH raird i 'fj; ONE IN HIS DEATH .,.r,!-,.^ -.|.: a.... .i.., i:j
Not only one in the sufferings which are ''the chastisement of our peace upon Him",

but in the death, which.is the "wages of sin". paul explains it like this (Romans 6:5):". . . planted together in the likeness of His death." "planted" is the operative word
of "symphutoi", meaning grown or come into being with. Calvin has ..giafted" which
gives the sense of growing with. "our old man is crucified with Him" (verse 6). The
Adam, corrupt, sinful, in us has died when by grace the Holy Spirit had grafted or planted
us in Him as the sinbearer, and we enjoy "the gift of God which is eternal tife;.. It is
a profound and solemn truth that, as the Lord Jesus died on the cross at Calvary, we,
God's elect, were identified with Him for it was our sin that He bare.
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ONE IN HIS RESURRECTION
In Romans 6:5 (quoted above) Paul does not leave the message at His death but continues,"we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection. " "planted" signifies life, growing

up from death, as a dead-looking bulb is buried in order that it may bring forth; tvin;
flower - this, however, is not an adequate illustration in that the 

-bulb 
has life in itseii

whereas the sinner has no life in him, he is dead in sin. So, in verse g, ,,Now if we be
dead with christ" (and He actually died - not swooned, as some wickedly allege) ..we
believe that we shall also live with Him. " There can be no doubt or question Ait if, Uy
grace, we have experienced conviction of sin and the knowledge of the death which is
the condition ofthe sinner, which death has been experienced and defeated by the divine
Son of God, then we have equal assurance that we now live because he lives, as He Himself
said (John 14:19) "because I live, ye shall live also". oNE IN HIM! "I am He that liveth:
and behold I am alive for evermore. Amen!" (Rev. l:18). 

..:
ONE IN HIM IN IIEAVEN

Living as we do in the world, as christ's own we are not of the world; we are in Him
and He is in the heavenlies. Though we are in the world to serve and live for Him, our
abiding place is always with Him. As Paul puts it (Ephesians 2: 5-6): "God . . . hath
quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved) and hath raised us up together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus . . . " Though physically we are in this earthy-scene
(where once christ was) we, who have died in sin have been quickened or givln hfe;
not only risen with Him, but spiritually ascended with Him and in that Great Day physically
so also.

. Let John Bunyan give us these further thoughts upon such a mystery: "another
imgrovement (advantage) that the hrd Christ has rnade of His death for His, is the obtaining
and taking possession of heaven for them. Heb.9:12. This heaven! who knows what ii
is? This glory! who knows what it is! It is called God's throne, God's house )John l4.2);
God's habitation; paradise (2 Cor. l2:4); the kingdom of God, the high and holy place
(s. 57:15); Abraham's bosom (Luke 16:22); and the place of heavenly pleaiures
(Ps. 16:11); in this heaven is to be found the face of God for ever @s. 4l: 12). Immortality,
the person of Christ, the prophets, the angels, the revelation of all mysteries, the knowledge
of all the elect, ETERNITY. of this heaven we are possessed already, we are in it, ie
are set down in it, and partake already of the benefits thereof, but all by our Head and
Under-taker; and 'tis fit that we should believe this, rejoice in this, talk of this, tell one
another of this, and live in the expectation of our own personal enjoyment of it." 

:
ONE IN ITIM IN THIS LTXE

Whilst we are strangers here and our home is in heaven with Christ, He Himself shows
us His purpose for us in this life: "He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit. I have chosen you and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth
fruit . . . ye also shall bear witness . . . (John l5). paul wrote (colossians 2:6); ';As ye
have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him" (speaking of our manner
of living). Being one in Him, we also walk or conduct ourselves iccordingly, so that it
may be with us as with Paul: ". . . christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live
in the llesh I live by the faith of the son of God who loved me and gave Himself for
me. " This christian life here in the flesh is secure - "For ye are dead and your life
is hid with Christ in God. " (Colossians 3:3). Though we are spiritually in the heavenlies.
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we are of earthly use in His Service and in Him "more than conquerors." This,leads
us to our final and glorious truth:

i.F

"ro him that overcome,flffi rTtrIltrtil#; ffLl)n", even as r arso overcame
and am set down with My Father in His throne.', (Revelation3:21). so, having lived
in and for Christ in this 

_world, we may anticipate ihe eternal enthronement as ..kings
and priests" unto Him. What encouragement even in adverse circumstances: ..if we suffer
we shall also reign with Him" (2 Timothy 2:12)l Remembering also christ's return, we
have the testimony of His saints: "Thou . . . hast made us unto Jur God kings and priests;
an! we shall reign on the earth" @evelation 5:10) . . . "they lived and reignid with Chrisi
a thousand years" (20:4). Thus on earth for the millenium and for et".niiy in heaven we
are one with_Him in glory. "when christ who is life shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with Him in glory" (Colossians 3:4).

-_whul further unity do we need or can have than that which He has wrought for us by
His redemptive work: one in His sufferings; one in His death; one in His {esurrection;
one with Him in Heaven; one with Himln Life; one wittr ltim in His glorious Reigni
How insignificant, how superficial, and indeed how unScriptural are man-made schemes
of unity in face of these eternal truths!

;1*+1

O teach us, Lord, to know and own,
This wondrou, -yGry, 

:rrnf,

That Thou with us art truly one,
And we are One with Thee.

Soon, soon shall come that glorious day, -;.arii rr n+r
When, seated on Thy throne, I -: :. : i .. ;. '

Thou shalt to wondering worlds display
That Thou with us art One. (J.G. Deck)

;

A Garland of Tiuth: i::*r

from the Wisdom of Calvin
:h i.-,

"ii:r;$.'i:. ,i+t',
The Natural Man.

The human mind is unable, through its imbecility, to attain any knowledge of God without
the assistance of his sacred word. 

" 
(Inst.)

so thoroughly is the mind of man with a depraved curiosify, that the greater part of
men are always gaping after new revelations.

. The depravity of the human mind is such that it obscure the divine majesty, and places
above it those things which ought to have been subject to God.
. Human sagacity is here (in matters of faith) so completely lost, that the first step to
improvement, in the Divine school, is to forsake it.
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No one leads a holy life unless he is united to God. (Epist.)
The calling of God brings holiness with it. (Hosea.)
A strict adherence to the word of God constitutes spiritual chastity . . . The holiness

which is truly connected with the worship of God, comes from his word. (Ps.)

Sanctification.
Christ by his Spirit does not perfectly renew us at once, or in an instant, but he continues

our renovation throughout life.
God does indeed destroy the kingdom of sin in them . . . but though it ceases to reign,

it continues to dwell in them.

Faith.

(Inst.)

Faith is a warm embrace of christ, by which he dwells in us, and we are filled with
the divine Spirit.

A sure and steadfast knowledge of the paternal goodwill of God toward us, as he declare.s
in the gospel that for the sake of Christ he will be our Father and Saviour.

(Geneva Catechism)
Faith does not proceed from ourselves, but is the fruit of spiritual regeneration. (John)

Justification by Faith.
An acceptance, by which God receives us into his favour, and esteems us as righteous

persons; . . . it consists in the remission of sins and the imputation of the righteousness
of Christ.

Justification is the principal hinge by which religion is supported.
(Inst.)
(Inst.)

Whenever the knowledge of it is taken away, the glory of Christ is extinguished, religion
abolished, the Church destroyed, and the hope of salvation utterly overthrown. (Tract.)
l Not only our persons, but even our works, are justified by faith alone. (Inst.)

Worship.
Principles: God wishes first of all for inward worship, and afterwards for outward

profession. The principal altar ought to be in our minds, for God is worshipped spiritually
by faith, prayer and other acts of piety.

The worship of God is spiritual and consists of two parts, prayer and thanksgiving.
(Ps.)

The main thing in the worship of God is to embrace His promises with obedience.

All modes of worship fabricated by men are rejected as unsavoury. 
@om')

Selected by W.J.P.
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Calvin's wisdom. Graham Miller. The Banner of rruth rrust. Hardback.
pp 395. f14.95.

This volume is a valuable addition to christian literature. It will be valued by those in
the ministry, and at the same time it can be used by anyone as a devotional volume. All
the teaching of the christian faith and life are arranged alphabetically from A to W, each
'with a string of brief quotations from Calvin, (with source given for reference). His books
consist of 'The Institutes of the Christian Religion', his commentaries on all the books
of the Bible, and many smaller tracts and letters written to his contemporary leaders
throughout Europe and England. The coloured cover picture is of Calvin.

This book has been compiled by Graham Miller, who was a missionary in the New
Hebrides, and later Principal of Melbourne Bible College, and minister of St Giles Church,
Sydney. Banner also publish his 'Treasury of His Promises' a book of Bible study notes
for daily reading.

This Magazine contains a selection of Calvin's quotes as 'A Garland of Truth'.

i,; W'J'P'

One World, One W"y. John Benton. Evangelicat n.#. pp frf. iZ.qS.
This is an excellent and simple introduction as to how christians must respond to the

present world realisation that there is one 'family of mankind'. This is a christian concept,
and the Church must build on it positively, by preaching the one way of salvation in Jesus
Christ.

He outlines the differences between the teaching of Jezus and other religions, -and tlft
dangers of syncretism in the New Age Movement.

The way forward, he maintains is the way of truth, and he outlines the freedom and
assurance of believers under the sovereignty of God.

There are two appendices. One is about the origins of religion, the second is on the
prophecy of the coming of the man of lawlessness, and he finds pointers to-day to his
coming, but makes no attempt to name him. He makes the true comment 'Follow scriptures
and holiness and you will not go wrong."

w.J.P.

According to Promise. Gordon J. Keddie. Evangelical Press. Large paperback.
pp 224. f6.95.

This is a Commentary on the book of Numbers in the Welwyn Series. Gordon Keddie
is Pastor of a Presbyterian Church in Pennsylvania, and has written several other O.T.
commentaries in this series.

The book of Numbers covers the wilderness experience of lsrael from the Exodus frorir
Egypt to entry into the promised land. Its lessons are very appropriate for the Church
before the second Advent of Christ. Like Israel, the Church has compromised, with resulting
apostacy. These chapters teach the way to restoration and blessing. They are faithful
to the teaching of Scripture on purity of worship, obedience to the law of God, and trust
in his gracious promises. Those who are interested in academic questions of the text of
Numbers are referred to Wenham's Tyndale commentary.

One outstanding chapter in this book is headed 'spiritual Worship', with Romans 12.1.
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as text, and Numbers 28-30 as reading. In outline it teaches that worship is God centred,
that worship requires sacrifice, that worship encompasses our whole life, and that worship
involves a heart commitment. There is a good application of the daily, weekly, monthly,
and annual worship of Israel, with the five Feasts, and a helpful diagram.

This is an excellent commentary which gives real meaning to history, and is full of strong
meat.

w.J.P.

What's Wrong With heaching To-day? A. N. Martin. The Banner of Truth
Trust.32pp booklet. 95p. Second edition.

Dr Martin is Pastor of Trinity Church, Montville, New Jersey. This could be a helpful
booklet for students and ministers, as a check on their own work. It will ask three questions
of them.

i. Their Message: Do they preach the whole Word of God?
ii. Their Doctrine: Do they preach the whole spectrum of revealed truth?

iii. Their Practical Application: Do they spell out the necessity of evangelical repentance?
Do they make clear that saving faith involves the comnitment of the whole man to the
whole Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King? Do they make their calling and election sure
by self examination in the scripture distinction between true and spurious belief.l

,. 
Thir excellent booklet will foster assurance, and faithful, frnitful preaching.

w.J.P.

God is King. Tom Wells. Evangelical hess. Paperback. pp t28. U.gS.
The subject is the Kingship, or Sovereignty of God. The author divides this into first,

Kingship over circumstances and events, and secondly God's moral Kingship, and his
Kingship in the new creation. The first involves discussion of the problem of Satan and
evil. The second shows the change brought about by the first Coming of Christ and the
purpose of the church in the present era. A third section describes the Significance of
God's Sovereignty to the christian, and the comfort he may derive from his faith in this.

Two appendices deal very briefly with the position of Israel, Judgment, and our
inheritance on the new earth. Perhaps these are too brief to be of equal value to the rest
of the book.

w.J.P.

Warnings to the Churches. J. C. Ryle. The Bannerof Truth Trust. pp 171. f1.95.
It is always a pleasure to welcome another reprint from the writings of Bishop Ryle.

This book contains eight addresses, three of which appeared in Home Truths (now being
republished in America) and the other five from Knots Untied.

Ryle speaks in his accustomed forthright manner on such themes as ldolatry, Divers
and strange doctrines; Not corrupting the Word &c. As always Ryle is both readable and
relevant.

M.H.
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