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Editorial
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT various names are used to describe those who
belong to Christ. A very lovely title is that of "steward". A steward is one to
whom is committed some measure of responsibility.

Do we recognise the responsibility of stewardship with regard to our lives?
Life itself is a gift of God. The Shorter Catechism is surely right when it asserts
that, "Man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever". We need,
then, to ask whether we are content just to drift along or if we are living with a
higher purpose in view. The New Testament urges us not to live unto ourselves
but unto Him who died for us and rose again.

Then there is the stewardship of our possessions. Strictly speaking, we should
not speak of "our" money; it is only ours on trust, it really belongs to God.
David, when dedicating the offerings for the building of the Temple, said, "All

things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee" (l Chronicles 29:14).

How are we using our time? For this too has to do with the thought of
stewardship. Do we seek to get the best out of every day? We could not do better
than pray the prayer of the Psalmist, "Teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom" (Psalm 90:121. The apostle Paul wrote
with a sense of urgency, "Redeem the time, for the days are evil".

Faithfulness is what the Lord looks for. The New Testament reminds us that
"it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful" (l Corinthians 4:2).
We are furthermore exhorted to be "good stewards of the manifold grace of
God" ( l  Peter 4:10).
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"There was Great Joy in that City"
Acts 8:8

. A Sermon by the Editor

TO COME STRAIGHT TO THE TEXT: this, of course, was at Samaria, and
you remember that Philip went down and we read that he "preached Christ unto
the people". What better subject could any preacher have as that, to preach "the

unsearchable riches of Christ"? And he preached with such power and the Holy
Spirit applied the Word with remarkable pouer that there were far-reaching
effects because we read that devils were cast out. the sick were healed. souls were
saved and God was glorified and, says Luke - the u'riter of the Acts - "there

was great joy in that city". And is it to be wondered ar? Thel'had heard of God's
unspeakable Gift to men. They had heard that God "had visited and redeemed
His people", had raised up a mighty salvation for them, and in simple faith they
took the Gift and they rejoiced in Peter's words *-ith "joy unspeakable and
full of glory". This joy was too deep for words. "And there was great joy
in that city".

The Gospel always brings joy. Our Lord Himself said rhar "there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that rcpenteth". You remember
the words from the 8fth Psalm: "Blessed is the people rhat know the joyful
sound: they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of th-v counrenance and in thy name
shall they rejoice all the day long." The Gospel brings jo1'. Take up your New
Testament, and that is evident from the very first page ro the last. Let me remind
you of just three references. Just after the day of Pentecost we read these words,
that the believers "did eat their food with gladness and singleness of heart".
There was a wonderful joy in those days. Turn on a little further in the Acts to
days when persecution had been unleashed and Paul and Barnabas had been
expelled from Antioch in Pisidia and this is what we read: "The disciples were
filled with joy of the Holy Ghost." In a sense every man's hand was against
them, but they still were filled with joy. When you get on to the First Letter to the
Thessalonians we read that Paul said: "You received the Word of God in much
affliction with joy of the Holy Ghost."

These early believers found to their great and endless comfort that the "fruit

of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering", and il is interesting - and surely
instructive - that joy comes next to love. It is given high priority in the fruits of
the Spirit. "There was great joy in that city." God would have His people
rejoice. He has told them to do so. Did not our Lord say, "Rather rejoice that
your names are written in heaven"? How comforting it is to know that "the

kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Ghost".
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Now rwant to share with you some thoughts about what the Bible has to say
concerning joy. I have not time to develop them, but just to lay them before you.

First of all, there is joy in faith. God's word speaks of "joy and peace in
believing". Now many want joy and peace before believing, but that is to invert
the order and that is not God's method. If you want joy you must believe what
the Scripture says. You remember how that is so beautifully illustrated in the
story of the conversion of the Philippian jailer. He cried out in sheer panic
because he thought his prisoners had fled and because of the earthquake. He
says, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?". And Paul says, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus christ and thou shalt be saved", and we read that he "rejoiced, believing
in God with all his house". There is joy in faith, because faith links us to Christ
and gives us a saving interest, and Christ is the Christian's joy and Christ Himself
never changes. John Newton was a very colourful personality in his day. Prior to
his conversion John Newton had tasted every earthly joy, but he found it to be a
fleeting experience. How he wrote in that most loved and beautiful hvmn:

"Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
He, whose Word cannot be broken,
Formed thee for His own abode."

and he goes on to say,
"Solid joys and lasting treasure

None but Zion's children know."

How are those blessings to be ours? By simple faith and trust in our Lord
Jesus Christ. There is joy in faith.

And then we find certainly there is joy in hope, because the apostle says in
Romans 5:2: "we rejoice in hope of the glory of God." The christian has a sure
and certain hope. Hope is a scarce commodity today. It is in very short supply,
and there is a sense of hopelessness in the country and the world. But the
christian has a sure hope. "we have good hope," says the apostle, "through
grace." In the Epistle to the Hebrews it speaks of "Hope that is an anchor of the
soul, both sure and steadfast", and this hope is as bright as grace can make it
and, furthermore, the christian has a hope before him for the Scriptures speak
of "that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
saviour, Jesus christ". But even now, to pick up paul's words, "For me to live
is christ and to die is gain". someone has said that life for the christian is"leaning on the arm of Christ". It is resting on His breast. Does not that remind
us of the closing words of Psalm 16, "In thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore"? There is joy in faith; there is
joy in hope.

There is thirdly joy in service. who can really measure the joy that Andrew
had - the first christian missionary - when he brought his own brother, simon



ilF

4 The Gospel Magazine

Peter, to Christ. That'must have been a tremendous thrill to him. I often think
of old Bishop Taylor Smith. I read the story many years ago. He was brought
to faith in Christ himself as a young man and he was instrumental in God's
providence of helping someone along the road to find Christ, and Taylor Smith
(he was not a bishop, of course, in those days) said, "He was so thrilled he could
have died on the spot", and he used as a prayer the words of the Nunc Dimittis,
"Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace . . . for mine eyes have seen
thy salvation". He found joy in service. He went on to be a faithful minister of
God and then in the First World War was made Chaplain General. He was a man
greatly beloved and much used and he found tremendous joy in service. And
is not that the testimony of every Christian worker, however humble our lot
may be, whether it is just speaking to two or three in the Sunday School or doing
some practical service for Christ? Surely there is joy in service. The Prayer Book
has a lovely phrase, "Whose service is perfect freedom", and in that perfect
freedom we find an abundance of joy.

Then I find, fourthly, there is joy in trid. This is what James says in his letter:
"Brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations." If a Christian
is much tempted, may we not conclude that he is thereby rich in faith or other
graces, else the devil would have no trouble with him? Yes, there is a reason that
the devil tempts us. You remember perhaps in olden days when piracy was the
order of the day on the high seas. The pirates never attacked an empty vessel
when it was leaving the country, they only attacked the vessels coming back to
the country when they were well laden. Oh the devil only attacks well-laden
believers; so, says James, "Count it all joy . . . " - we could translate it -
"when ye fall into divers trials" . Well if we only did that wouldn't it lift us up in
the dark and gloomy day because when trials come we tend to be depressed and
we tend to give way to our feelings? The Scnpture says, "In everything give
thanks" and "Count it all joy when trials and difficulties come". It is not easy,
we fully admit, but it is scriptural nevertheless.

Then, fifthly, there is joy in communion with God. We may come boldly to
Him and make all our requests known to Him. Just before the end our Lord said
to His disciples, "Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name. Ask that your joy
may be full." What encouragements there are to prayer! The Bible is full of
them. It is a wonderful encouragement to come boldly to the throne of grace.
John Newton again in his well known hymn says:" 

il;: 11i?fr'l*ii i'[if ;*,,
For His grace and power are such, i
None can ever ask too much."

Then, sixthly, there surely is great joy in studying the Word of God, the Bible.
The Psalmist says, "I rejoice in thy word as one that findeth gleat spoil". What
was the testimony of Jeremiah? "Thy words were found and I did eat them, and
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thy word was unto me the rejoicing of my heart. " Is it any wonder that sat
at the feet of Jesus and heard the word as it fell
"fairer than the children of men"?

from the lips of Him whci.*as

Yes, there is joy in communion with God, in praying, in reading Hi$
singing His praise. There is joy in praise, especially when we are enabfd{io
new song for mercies daily renewed. Yes, christ would have His peclfltrrare
joy with Him. "These things I speak in the world that they rnay hft$ my
fulfilled in themselves. " The joy that the Lord gives is a joy wtrich abidts, fet
Saviour said, "And your joy no man taketh from you". All aroun
thing with us, fades and ultimately dies, but this joy grows widtir an$
emerges into eternal joys in heaven. "There was great joy in that ciif.'

This is not just an isolated text. Take Paul's great word in the Ldtter
Philippians: "Rejoice in the Lord and again I say Rejoice." It is an i
thing that the Letter to the Philippians was written from prison, and
keynote is joy. I have on my bookshelf a very lovely exposition on philippi
the late Canon Guy King and he entitled it, The Joy Way, because it is sr
with joy. Paul's outlook was anything but bright and yet his epistle it s
with Christian gladness. He is a man in feeblehealth, with failing
and almost friendless, and yet his heart sings for joy and he
Christians, "Rejoice in the Lord and again I say Rejoice". paul is a
a man finding the joy of the Lord his strength. But when he said ,,Re ill
Lord alway" he did not mean that Christians should always Ue c$iti
laughing or singing. Paul knew what it was to weep. Why, he speaks Of ft
whom he said, "I tell you weeping, they are the enemies of the cross of-
Paul could weep. He was often moved to tears. I have seen men who *oi
described as manly in tears. Here is the apostle Paul who could be nl
to tears and yet at the same time always he rejoiced. In the midst of all sors of
trials we can find something to rejoice in, in the Lord. You remember h*he
prophecy of Habbakuk concludes with these wonderful words: "41gh6rfrs
fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the lgbilof
the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shdl*ef[ofr
from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls yet l);vi[ feiffp iltit.
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." t :., )ffi S,i

The Pilgrim's Progress was also written in prisCIrl ahd yiit iUu [t6# t*t
with joy, the music of heaven is heard page after page in that lovelyboef
you are familiar with it, at the sight of thecross christian's burden feil 6Tf :
read, "He was glad and lightsome and said with a merfy heart, .He has $it
rest by His sorrows and life by His death'." And again you remembef
christian rejoiced when he escaped from Doubting castle: "And when he got
home all the bells in the city rang again for joy. " And so in that wonderful bqok,"christian goes on through cloud and sunshine until at last he enters therfrof
the Lord". Bunyan taught a living Christ who was able to save to the ufteffiltst
and who gave help in every time of need.

"offi,

tuf
ii\e
ror
l 'ofr,.
be

,lotfly
to
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Yes, joy runs through the Bible, as I have been trying to show you, like a vein
of gold, and joy, in like manner, ought to run through the life of the Christian.

Spiritual joy is continuous. It is not conditioned by changing moods. Spiritual
delights are not dried up when we pass through seasons of material drought.
Oh, but often our faith is weak and we are depressed and we become heavy at
heart. We therefore need to believe more simply, to trust more firmly, and to
cleave more completely, to Christ.

So, let me ask, what is the chief source of your joy? Is it to be found in Christ or
is it to be found in the world? Well, you know the things of the world just do not
last. We are all getting older and things leave us or we leave them and things of the
world often cause disappointment. Seek to have a firm foundation. "Solid joys,"

again says John Newton, "and lasting treasure, none but Zion'schildren know."
But if we are believers we ought to have this deep joy. It is something within

that will be shown on our countenances in the lives that we live. Bishop Ryle
says : ' 'Gloomy Christians are like the spies who went into Canaan, they bring an
evil report of the land." Let us commend our faith and let this joy be evident.
It is different from the world's idea of happiness because happiness is some-
thing that happens, joy is something deeper and lasting, and they found it, you
see, in Samaria. In the early days of the Christian Church, "there was great
joy in that city".- 

May there be great joy in your heart, the joy that comes from knowing christ
as a personal Friend, as a loving Saviour, as a constant Companion through
life's weary days. There can be joy and a peace that the world knows nothing
about. "There was great joy in that city. " May that be your experience now and
in the days to come. Amen. M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

TELL THE TRUTH

WHAT A HURTFUL THING it is to discover that someone has told you a lie.
It destroys your trust in that person and can cause'a rift in your relationship.
What an uncomfortable and dangerous thing it is to tell a lie to someone -

perhaps to cover up something we have done wrong - perhaps exaggerating our
ichievements so that our friend will be impressed - or even just remaining silent
when we should be owning up to s6me misdemeanour. Our conscience tells us
that is wrong - because God tells us that is wrong. In His Word He makes it very
plain that He requires us to be truthful.
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"Speak every man the truth to his neighbour," God tells us. "Lying lips are an
abomination to the Lord: but they that deal truly are his delight."

The ninth commandment expressly states: "Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbosl" - do not tell lies.

The first lie we have recorded in the Bible came from the serpent, telling Eve,
"Ye shall not surely die" - "It will do you no harm to eat the forbidden fruit."
What a wicked lie! What trouble that led to for Eve and Adam and all mankind.

Cain murdered his brother Abel in a fit of jealousy and when confronted with
his sin, he lied. "I don't know where he is. Am I my brother's keeper?" But, of
course, God knew the whole truth anyway. Lying did not hide his sin.

Sometimes we can lie by our actions - not necessarily words. Joseph's
brothers sold him as a slave to merchants and he was transported to far-off
Egypt. The brothers did not want to tell their father, of course. They wanted to
cover up the truth. They took Joseph's distinctive coat, dipped it in an animal's
blood and showed it to their father. Jacob immediately recognised the coat and
jumped to the conclusion that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. The
brothers were quite happy for him to believe this lie. They had not said it in
words, but it was still a lie.

How easily we can falllnto this trap too. We must ask the Lord to help us to
obey His commandment. The Lord Jesus described Himself as The Truth. He
alone has never told a lie. "The Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true,
even in his Son Jesus Christ" (l John 5:20).

Only through Him can we "put away lying lips and speak the truth to
our neighbour".

PVZZLE

Find the missing words. The initial letters of your answers
subject of the article.

l. Lying lips are abornination to the Lord: but they that dr5al
are his delight. Proverbs 12.

will spell out the

2. He is the , his work is perfect: for all his ways
judgment: A God of truth
Deuteronomy 32.

and without iniquity, just and right is
are
he.

3. A false witness shall not be
shall not escape. Proverbs

4. The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying
is but for a moment. Proverbs 12.

19.
, and he that speaketh lies

5. Everyone that is of the truth mv voice. John 18.
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6. And the Word was made , and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth. John l.

7. But the fearful, and and the abominable. and
murderers . . . and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone. Revelation 21.

8. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way the truth and the
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. John 14.

9. These are the thingsthat ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his
; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your

gates. Zechariah 8.

10. Which made
keepeth truth

heaven, and earth, the sea, and
for

11. Buythetruthand it not: also wisdom, and instruction,
and understanding. Proverbs 23.

12. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath

. Psalm
all that therein is: which

146.

filled thine heart
to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
Acts 5.

Strength through Weakness
CORNELIUS PRONK (Grand Rapids,  USA)

IN 2 CORINTHIANS 12 we read these strange words:. "When I am weak,
then am I strong." These words were spoken by the apostle Paul who had just
received a remarkable answer to prayer.

Paul had for some time laboured under a heavy trial which he calls "a thorn in
his flesh". Deeply concerned that this thorn - whatever it was - would greatly
reduce his usefulness as a minister of the Gospel, he cried most earnestly to his
Master to remove it from him. Three times he sent up his petition, but to no
avail. That is to say, the Lord did not remove that thorn. Instead, He promised
His servant more abundant communication of grace. ''My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness."

As Paul found out, this was better than having his thorn removed. His
weakness remained, but instead of experiencing this as a handicap as he had at
first, the apostle now came to value it as a real asset. The weaker he was in
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himself, the more he leaned on christ and His almighty arm. Therefore, as
strange as it may sound, Paul could now say: ',When I am weak, then am
I strong."

This is something that every Christian must learn and will learn if he is a
Christian. But he often learns it the hard way. For nothing is more contrary to
flesh and blood than this. By nature we are inclined to think that our happiness
consists in being strong and independent. That man is admired by the world who
asserts himself, who has inner resources from which to draw strength and ideas.
The self-made man, the entrepreneur in business, the successful politician and
popular athlete or movie actor - these receive the plaudits from the masses.

Alas, this is even true in the world of religion. How much of modern religion is
based on the flesh, on carnal reasoning and man's ideas. For all the lip-service
that is being paid to grace, much of our so-called Evangelicalism today is
thoroughly man-centred and must be termed works religion.

Yet for all their boasted strength they are really very weak. Not in their own
eyes, of course, but in the sight of God. People who rely on their own wisdom
and ability should really turn Paul's great statement around and say: "when I
am strong, then am I weak." But, of course, theywill never do this until theyare
taught by the Holy Spirit.

But really, we are all like that. Left to ourselves we are all foolish enough to
think that we can do something to please God. we try to obey God's law, but we
forget that trying is not enough. It is doing, that God requires. He demands that
we keep His law perfectly, that we love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength. Even after the Lord begins to deal with us and shows us that it is not by
works but by grace we are saved, we still try to believe and repent and do all sorts
of spiritual exercises, forgetting that none of these things lie within our power
either, but that salvation is God's work from beginning to end.

we need to be brought off from works again and again. we must learn that in
ourselves there is nothing that can please God and that we cannot do anything in
our own strength. we all know this, yet we often act as though this was not true
at all. we can only be saved through the work of another, Jesus christ, and that
salvation comes to us as a gift of grace. This grace is not only necessary at the
beginning of spiritual life, when we are converted, but throughout our whole
Christian life. It was not only God's amazinggrace that saved a wretch like John
Newton. But that same grace saw him through many dangers, toils and snares.
In his own words:

"'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home!" .i

But this grace is experienced in the believer's weakness. The weaker God's child
feels, the stronger he is in God and in Christ. That is the secret.

Notice what Paul says: " when I am weak, then am I strong." I believe the
apostle means, when I am consciously weak, when I truly feel my weakness and
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when I feel distressed because of it. You see, we are weak, whether we realise it or
not, and all of us will acknowledge it as a fact. The Bible teaches this truth and
therefore we do not question it. It is one thing to believe something to be true,
but to experience the reality of it is quite another. It is the latter which only the
Holy Spirit can teach us.

How we need this work of the Spirit, whereby He not only uncovers us to our
sin and guilt, but also shows us how utterly weak and helpless we are in ourselves.
This way He makes us feel our need of Christ and His saving work. He reveals to
weak and impotent sinners that Christ is an almighty Saviour and He also
enables us to cast ourselves upon this able and willing Saviour.

This sense of weakness is progressive. There is a growing awareness that
without the Saviour nothing can be done to God's honour and praise. This is
true sanctification. Not when I grow stronger and stronger in my own estima-
tion, so that I can boast of having conquered this sin or that lust, and attained to
this spiritual high or accomplished that great work for the Lord. No, true
sanctification and growth in grace means that we become weaker and weaker in
ourselves until we write death upon every power we once thought we possessed,
so that Christ becomes our All in All.

When I am weak, Paul says, then am I strong, namely in Christ. Do you see
the connection now between the "when" and the "then"? This is an experiential
connection. You have something similar in Luke 7 where Jesus tells the parable
about the two debtors. Then He says, "when they had nothing to pay, he (the
creditor) forgave them both". When the sinner has come to the end of his
own resources and doesn't have a single penny to pay off his huge debt, the
Lord cancels the debt, because of Him who has paid the price in full for such
bankrupt sinners.

It is the same thing here. When all human strength is gone, and I cannot so
much as lift my little finger to save myself or keep myself in the way of salvation,
then Christ reveals Himself to me as the Fountain of life and grace and as the
Rock of strength. When I look to Him out of a felt sense of need, convinced that
He alone can save, the hour of salvation has come for me."For then I am linked
by faith to the great Source and Storehouse of strength. Then that strength is
given to me, yes, it is as Christ says to Paul, made perfect in weakness.

But in what sense does this make the Christian strong? It all sounds nice and
uplifting, but is there any substance to it? Yes, there is! When Christ said to Paul,
"My grace is sufficient for thee", this was not just a well-meant expression of
moral support. Paul actually received strength from his Saviour to bear his cross
and to put up with that thorn in his flesh. ,

When you and I really feel our weakness and therefore put ciur trust in the
Lord, He will never disappoint us and put us to shame. Whoever takes Him at
His Word and trusts Him for salvation or anything else that is needed later on in
the Christian life, will be supplied out of the fullness which God has laid up in His
Son. "Of his fullness have all we received," John says, and "grace for grace."
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Have you never experienced this, that as long as you tried to repent and believe
in your own strength, you just couldn't do it? Also, when youlried to give up
sinning and live a holy life, drawing on your own resources, the result waJrather
the opposite. Sin, and the desire for it became even stronger than before, causing
great confusion within. You could not even produce a tear of true heart-sorrow
for sin. You were as hard as a stone and as cold as ice.

Until you were brought to the end of serf and self-exertion. As a poor,
u'retched, weak and weary sinner you cast yourself into the arms of sovereign
grace and wholly leaned on Jesus' name. Then strength flowed into your soul.
Then you confessed your sin as never before - with weeping and tinderness.
Then you resolved to seek the Lord and to do His will. you gladly gave up sin and
everything displeasing to the Lord.

Have you ever been there, in the valley of humiliation, crying to the Lord for
strength, His strength? or do you still rely on your own strength? you do this
whenever you say, "I am doing my best, I pray, I read the Bible, go to church,
try to live a good life", etc. But then you cannot really say what plul says here,
can you? when I am weak, then am I strong! you have never understood these
words of the apostle. You have not really understood what Christ once said
to His disciples when they asked in despair: "who then can be saved?" Then
the saviour replied: "with men this is impossible, but with God all things
are possible."

Has it ever looked impossible to you to be saved? I believe this is what every
one who is saved experiences: the total impossibility from his side. There the
Lord must bring you, for only then will you put real, saving faith in christ.

It is something like Jacob experienced at Peniel. All night he had wrestled with
that Stranger. But towards dawn his opponent touched the hollow of his thigh,
making his sinew to shrink, so that Jacob cannot wrestle any longer. wtrat witt
Jacob do now? Give up? Let go of his opponent? No! He does fall, because his
feet give way under him. He cannot do anything but fall. But as he falls, he
grasps his Antagonist and clings to him, crying: "I will not let thee go, except
thou bless me." As if to say, "I cannot wrestle with rhee any longer, but I can
and will hold on to Thee". And Jacob did. The dead weight of his weakness
made Jacob hold on tb Christ just as an anchor holds a ship. .,I will not let thee
go, except thou bless me. " The weaker Jacob became in himself, the stronger he
became in his God, so that God gave him another name - Israel, prince of God,
having power with God and with men.

when I am weak, then am I strong. Don't be too distouraged, my brother or
sister in the faith, when you feel so weak and inadequate. Don't listen to the devil
who will at such times seek to drive you to despair as you franticailj try to do in
your own strength what God says is impossible.

Be rather encouraged when you feel so helpless and weak. For only in this way
you are a fit object for christ who wants to be your strength, your life, your
All in All.
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Resolutions
THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS were passed at the meeting of the
Trustees of The GospelMagozine Trust on Wednesday, 26th October,1994.
"The Trustees of The Gospel Mogazine meeting in Fleet Street, London,
continue to pray for the well-being of our Sovereign and her Dominions. They
have viewed with deep concern the wish stated earlier this year by the Prince of
Wales to change the nature of the commitment of the Crown to the Protestant
Reformed Religion by making the monarch the 'Defender of Faith' rather than
the 'Defender of the Faith'. They now welcome his more recent withdrawal of
that statement and trust that there will be no further suggestion of encroachment
upon the Coronation Oath.' '

"The Trustees also view with concern and dismay the recent appointment to the
See of Durham, surrounded as it is by controversy, which might have been
avoided had the Archbishops observed the Scriptural injunction not to appoint a
bishop unless he has "a good report of them which are without" (l Timothy
3:7). His life must not cause offence to the wider community and so hinder the
Gospel; not even the former life of a bishop should be open to reproach."

A Sign of Inner Strength
C.  C.  J .  BUTLIN (Shef f ie ld )

"Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth" (Matthew 5:5)

MEEKNESS HAS OFTEN been mistaken for weakness.The Jewish leaders of
our Lord's time made this mistake, and the Greek philosophers did the same.
It is a mistake often made today. Jesus made it plain, however, that meekness is
not weakness but strength.

Christ preached on the hillside the spiritual truths of the prophetical teaching
which had long been hidden, overlaid by a mass of rabbinical opinions and
ceremonies. Our Lord revived the work of the prdphets, and taught that God
gave His blessing to moral righteousness, and not to mere ritualistic obedience.
In making righteousness the dominant theme of His preaching, Christ placed it
in a new light. He did this by sweeping away the notion that righteousness before
God consists in obedience to a religious routine. Our Lord showed that
righteousness is connected with character, and with conduct inspired by
character. In speaking as He did of the meek and their reward, Jesus corrected
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dso the Greek philosphers, who taught that it is unworthy of a man to take an
insult calmly. They, like many people today, reckoned meekness to be a respect-
able term for weakness. It typified the limp, cowardly, spineless spirit. In the
eyes of the philosophers, and of the world today, the meek are those who go to
the wall, those who are to be pitied, those who cannot protect themselves against
the strong, the angry, or the ambitious.

THE TRUE VIEW

The true view of meekness is that it is a sign of inner strength. In our Lord's
teaching it can be seen that meekness is primarily meekness towards God, and
consequently meekness towards men. How else can the position of the beatitude
be explained? It is among those which refer to man in his relation to God.
Beatitudes 1,2 and 4 are so, and the question may be asked: "why is the third
beatitude so placed if it refers solely to man's relation to man?" The reason for
its position lies in the true nature of meekness. Meekness towards God is the
forerunner and inspirer of meekness towards rnen. Meekness is that temper of
spirit in which we accept without resistance or complaint God's dealings with us
as good. Meekness towards God necessarily entails meekness towards men.

How opposed to the world's view is the scriptural view of meekness. This
reveals that a truly meek man is willing to waive both rights and privileges. He is
ready to do this, not because he is weak, but because he is strong. paul shows in
his epistles how it is the mark of true humility and real strength to yield on non-
essentials. In Philippians 4:5 he writes: "Let your moderation be known unto all
men." Luther renders moderation as "yieldedness". Such an attitude does not
mean, of course, that thereby principles are to be sacrificed. No one who has
ever revealed a meek attitude would ever mistake it for weakness. It was a
prominent feature in the character of Moses, for we read: "The man Moses was
very meek" (Numbers l2:3). He was certainly no weakling, neither did he lack
courage. The meek man can take wrong patiently, and use gentleness in dealing
with offenders.

True meekness is sometimes found in men who are, by nature, the reverse of
meek. This change, wrought by the Spirit of God, may be seen in the apostle
John. His crude strength and energy were, by the power of the Spirit, re-directed
and sublimated. His whole character was disciplined and refined into gentleness
and patience. During this period his character was in no way weakened and
degenerated, but on the contrary, strengthened and regenerated. From being
John, surnamed Boanerges (i.e., son of thunder), he became John the apostle of
love. As it is stated in Proverbs 16:32: "He that is slow to anger is better than the
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.,,

christian meekness may outwardly resemble its natural counterfeit -
timidity, shyness, weakness or cowardice - actually it is far different. Its
possession implies strength of purpose, inward conquest, perseverence ancl
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self-control. It is a personal quality and a Christian grace, one of the fruits of the
Spirit, found in Galatians 5:22-23, between faith and temperance.

CHRIST'S EXAMPLE

No one embodied the spirit of meekness so completely as Jesus. In a strength
that was yielded to God the Father, He yielded to men. In meekness of spirit He
stated: "I came, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me." We
see His meekness against a dark background of insult and outrage. In the midst
of which even Pilate was baffled by the calm strength of His meekness. This was
nOt weakness, fgr Jesus was never so strong as when "He was led as a lamb to the
slaughter" to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. To men He said:
"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart . . . "

(Matthew ll:29). How well Peter caught His Spirit, for he could write: " . . . this
is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering
wrongfully . . . if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps. . ' . Who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously . . . " (l Peter 2:19-23).

,,Blessed are the meek," said Jesus, "for they shall inherit the earth." Many
people, no doubt, regard this as a strange statement, and opposed to the worldts
view of the fate of the meek. Heavenly recompense might have been expected as
a reward of the meek, but Jesus promises also the inheritance of earth. Jesus
elsewhere promises earthly reward to those who follow Him. "Verily," He says,
"I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,
but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands . . . and in the world to come eternal
life" (Mark l0:29-30). Even now the meek are richly blessed by God's provision
for them. What a miraculous example of this was George Muller and his orphan
homes. How extraordinary was the way in which God put His mighty hand upon
the things of earth and had them sent time after time to feed the orphans.
Sometimes the food arrived at the very last moment when the breakfast plates
were empty, but it was never too late. How many, too, of God's children have
had the experience of His Fatherly provision. The truth of Paul's words rings
louder and louder down the years: "All things areyours, and ye are Christ's
and Christ is God's." As Jesus said: "Blessed are the meek: for they shall
inherit the earth."

God not only sees men, He sees through them. MatthewHenry
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A Great Assurance
ERNEST ROE (1883_1967)

"And we know that all things work togetherfor good to them that love God, to
them who ore the called occording to his purpose" (Romons 8:28)

IMMEDIATELY BEFORE the expression of this knowledge, "We know that
all things work together for good" , there is the expression of ignorance. Look at
the 26th verse. "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not
what we should pray for as we ought" - ignorance - and let us not forget, it is
an inspired man who is talking. Paul is among these people, "We know not what
we should pray for as we ought" . If there was a man taught of the Holy Ghost to
pray it most assuredly was Paul and, if there was one who had the emphatic
answers to his prayers, surely it was Paul, and yet he knew not what to pray for as
he ought. Now that is looked upon by some as being very derogatory to the
christian profession - that if you are a christian you ought to know what to
pray for and ought to be able to pray at any time. Well, it is just not so. The Holy
Ghost speaks of the infirmities in that 26th verse. The infirmities, of course,
mean the weaknesses, the inabilities of the child of God to pray as he ought.
That a child of God does seek to pray is one of his greatest characteristics."Behold he prayeth," and he knows that he ought to pray and, thank God, he
wants to pray. But he wants to pray in the spirit and with the understanding,
not merely with words.

Do you really know what you ought to pray for this morning? you may have
many things on your mind that you feel you want God to do for you, but ought it
to be so? Your answer is "Yes" because you feel so, but that is not necessarily
right in God's sight. "We know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. "
Have you ever looked at that closely? It is most helpful. The great Intercessor in
heaven is Jesus christ. "we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus christ the
righteous." But here is another Intercessor and that is the Holy Ghost and He
maketh intercession down here. Where? In the heart. Of whom? Of that man
who does not know what he ought to pray for. No one else wants Him. There is
no room for Him in any one else's heart; there is only room for Him in that
man's heart who is ignorant of what he should pra! for as he ought. What a
beautiful thing this is! Notice also, He maketh intercession for the saints with
groanings - it is not the Holy Ghost that groans, oh no! It is we tliat groan and,
with our groanings, it is the Holy Ghost prompting them, exciting them. Of
course, looking at it with the eye of the flesh one would say, "If the Holy Ghost is
the Teacher, the suppliant will have beautiful language in prayer; he will be
fluent and eloquent." But, no, he will not be. The Holy Ghost could do that,

l 5
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of course, but the true eloquence of the man in prayer is "groanings which
cannot be uttered", which cannot be expressed in words.

You have read of Peter's repentance. There is no mention of Peter having
said a word. He wept bitterly. That is very singular. It is not people saying,
"Oh! I am sorry, very sorry". It is the personfeeling it, with groanings which
cannot be uttered, and Peter could not utter the repentance he felt. He "went out
and wept bitterly". That is repentance which is silent with regard to words but
full with regard to feeling.

You do not read of the woman saying much who stood behind Him weeping.
No, but look at her washing His feet with her tears and wiping them with the
hairs of her head. That poor soul was too full to speak, too broken, too
humbled. It was the Holy Ghost with groanings which cannot be uttered that
was speaking all the time. Hannah did not say much did she? Eli the high priest
thought she was drunk. What a mistaken idea! He was a good man, but he could
make a mistake. Her heart spoke - and why? Because the Spirit was making
intercession in her with those unspoken words, but which God knew.

That brings me to this: that He knoweth. "He that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit" in your groanings and sighings that are
inexpressible. You do not know what they mean. You will say in spirit, if not in
word, with Hezekiah: "Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter." Splendid
chattering though - it put fifteen years on to his life as well as bringing him a
cure physically. That is the way to pray. We cannot pray like that, only as the
Holy Ghost makes intercession for us with those groanings which cannot be
uttered. Now the Holy One in heaven knows what is the mind of the Spirit in
those groanings and sighs because the Holy Ghost "maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God" and, if that is not enough for one morning
to go home and think about, what is?

Our text begins with a conjunction and therefore joins what I have been
talking about with the words before us. "And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to
his purpose." We know it. Well, how do we know it? Th3t is a question and it
deserves an answer. How do we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God? Well, the first source of this knowledge must be based on
the Word of the living God. Hehas said so. That certainly should be sufficient.
It rs sufficient when you have faith in exercise to believe it, and let me add, that
when we talk of faith, we talk of the Holy Ghost, not of the creature. No man
rightlycantalkof faithif heneglectstheHolyGhost, forfaithisthegiftof God;
the power of the Holy Ghost must be in it. It is not just my consenting and
assenting to a given statement of God. Any man can do that and every man
should do that. Living faith is that which lays hold of the Word of God, enjoys,
it, eats it, drinks it, lives in it, moves in it; this is the gift of the Holy Ghost, what
the apostle terms in the Epistle to the Colossians, "faith of the operation of
God". Well, bless Him for giving us just a little of it.
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we know, then, by the word of the living God, that all things do andwill and
must work together for good to them that love God. "who is he that saith, and it
cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?" says the prophet. Now
man uses great ingenuity in contriving civilly, politically, religiously, and every
other way too. Man is all the while engineering, conjuring up something today,
and, when you think of the millions of the human race spread over the world
each conjuring up something, well, remember this, "who is he that saith, and it
cometh to pass" (with all his conjuring and scheming and planning) .,when the
Lord commandeth it not? " . oh ! this is most reassuring. cast your eye around at
the world we are living in - everyone like the Ishmaelites - hand against his
brother man - everywhere threats, utter destruction, programme upon
programme . lf you want any rest of mind, you must realise that no man will ever
be able to accomplish anything in its widest sense - good or bad - unless
God commands it.

JOSEPH

There is a second way by which this knowledge is obtained, and that is by
observation. what has God given you and me eyes for? I do not mean the eyes oi
the body merely, but the eyes of the mind. Just take one scripture alone, Genesis
37:.14-15. You observe that when Joseph's father sent him to look after his
brethren and enquire about their health, Joseph is found by a man wandering in
the field. The whole of Joseph's history turns on that apparently casual meeting,
and not only Joseph's history, but the history of the Israelites, and that m.atrs
the history of the whole church of God. All was tied up in that simple fact of
Joseph wandering in the field, but it had tobe. God was there. A man observes
him - a stranger - and asks him what he is seeking. The man says, "I heard
them say, Let us go to Dothan". Then again, as recorded in Genesis, why did the
man happen to be there at that juncture just as he heard the brethren of Joseph
utter their decision as to where they were going? How came it? By chance? Surely
not. God was there. The man didn't know it. Joseph didn't know it at the time,
but God was there and, ultimately, Joseph contacts his brethren with all the
issues that follow. He was sold into Egypt, eventually became prime Minister of
State and then later, as we read, his brethren bowed before him, confessed their
sin, pleaded his forgiveness, and Joseph said, "ye thought evil against me, but
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people
alive". Now, I don't know what you think of it, but I love that. I ttrint ii is
beautiful - it does your heart good. "You meant it fo? evil, that is all you had in
your heart," says Joseph, at that time, but Joseph didn't see it when he was
going through it. He was going to see it. How could he see it wh6n he was put
down the pit where there was no water? He did not see God there when he was
hauled up and sold to the Midianites and when down in Egypt the iron entered
into his soul. "until the time that His word came: the word of the Lord tried
him." He couldn't make it out; it was all confusion. where was he? where was
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the Lord to allow this to happen? Until the time came for the Lord to fulfil His
Word and bring him out, Joseph didn't see it, and neither will you while you
are passing through it.

I don't know but some of you may be in some trouble just now; you do not
know where you are, nor what you are, what to think, what to do, what to say.
You are at wit's-end corner. Well, to tell you that God is ordering and arranging
all these things that appear so confused in order to bring out some wise design,
you can't believe it. You say, "Not for me;not for me". Oh! well, think of the
hymn you have just been singing. Many years ago I came to this chapel and sat
in the last seat but one here on my right, and the old deacon gave out that hymn
you have just been singing. I can see him now swinging the book as was his
manner when he got thoroughly warmed up - oh! what a truth that was in one
person's heart that 

H:"::.iifii;::::ffitrJil":d 
manv a time since

With all the fates of men.
With every angel's form and size
Drawn by the eternal pen."

How often one has wanted to read his fate with curious eyes, but it cannot be
done while you are passing through the trial. It would be no trial if you could see
it when you are going through it, man, but you will see it like Joseph saw it.
When God has perfected His blessed will and pleasure you shall find that all
things do work together for your good; having observed it in another's case, you
will observe it in your own case. In the meantime is the waiting. Oh ! what a trial it
is to wait. People talk about waiting as if it were sitting down in an easy chair,
with your feet up before a nice fire, and you are all right. Waiting is not like that.
Ah! far from that. When you are waiting for God you have one thing on your
mind and one thing only, and that, will He come? Will He do it? You are looking
for it. You are anxious about it. You can't think of anything else and, if you can,
it is not waiting; it is imagination. I am talking strongly, but it needs it - it is
right. It is hard work to wait. You need strengthto woit in the right way, and
when you do wait you will say, "My soul faileth because of the waiting; it seems
so long, when wilt Thou come?". Well, all this is for our profit; this works for
our good, though we do not think so.

JOB .

Let us notice one more instance out of many that we could give by which we
know that all things work together for good. You take Job. Now, if there ever
was a man who had his castles plucked up by the roots it was he. Everything was
taken away from him, as you know - and I need not go into details - and at last
God suffers the devil to smite him with that dreadful disease so that he is a mass
of corruption from head to foot and, instead of his highly furnished rooms
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with every luxury, he is sitting on a dunghill scraping himself with a potsherd.
Poor dear man, is this a child of God? Is this a favourite of heaven? Is this the
man that God has said is "perfect and upright, and one that feared God and
eschewed evil"? Yes, that is the man. But who would have thought it? Many a
dear child of God has a great deal to carry that the world knows nothing of. Ah!
and they don't know how to carry it either. "They reel to and fro and stagger like
a drunken man, and are at their wits end." The psalmist said he envied the
world. "Their eyes stand out with fatness; they have more than heart could
wish," but then he goes on to say, "Waters of a full cup are wrung out to me. My
tears have been my meat day and night." "For I have eaten ashes like bread, and
mingled my drink with weeping. " "God has forsaken me. " I say, doesn't it look
all wrong? Ah! the devil says it is all wrong too and you are all wrong yourself
and you will believe his lies in preference to God. Yet wait, wait, as enabled,wait.
Give God time and you will see that what He did for Job He will do for you. "All

things work together for good." We know it by revelation and by observation.

,,4ZZ THINGS

Now you will say there is one difficulty in this text and that is in that little word
"all". "We know that all things work together for good." Now do not start
picking and choosing about this little word "all". You will say, "There are some
things I do believe work together for good, but there are other things I don't
believe work together for good". You say that in your heart. Stop it, you are
picking the Word of God to pieces and it is not right. He says "ollthings". Now I
know that many times in the Word of God these universal statements have to be
qualified by limitations. As, for example, when John the Baptist was baptizing
at the Jordan, you read that all men went out to him - an impossible thing.
They did not oll go out to him in the widest, universal sense. How could it be?
It meant many, and you have to take that limited interpretation in many of the
apparently universal expressions of Holy Writ, but not here - not this one. The
context assures us of that, and that is the clue to go by in interpreting the Word of
God, "We know that a// things work together for good", and I am going to
begin at the worst thing, and, when we have dealt with that, there is nothing
more to be said. That will cover the lot. "All things." I am going to take sin,
because that is the one you pick out and say, "That does not work for good". Ah!
but it does and, if that does, well, it needs no argument about the rest, does it?

Now, let me preface this part of the subject strongly. God is not the author of
sin. God could n ol be the author of sin. The Most Holy One and sin can never be
linked together, but, "The fall wrought the channel for mercy to run" says that
dear old dockyard labourer, John Kent - and he is right. Did the fall happen by
chance? "God," you will say, "permitted it. " True, but what God pernits, God
wills to permit, and there is no arguing the point, for, if He did not will to permit,
He would not permit it and it would not come about. His holy and eternal will

t9



20 The GospelMogazine

had a hand in it for a wise purpose. The whole of the Bible arguments reveal that
astounding purpose of God. Sin entered the world - the thing that God hated -
the thing, the actual commission of which God had nothing to do with, because
that was from the devil and from man's own free will believing the devil in
preference to God. And yet, behind it, lay the eternal counsel of Almighty God
that so it should be, and that He would bring good out of this evil, and oh ! hasn't
He? What will be the sequel, the cause of the endless anthems to the eternal God
throughout eternity? "[Jnto Him that loved us, and washed us (and loosed us)
from our sins in His own blood." Why this, because He who knew the end from
the beginning decreed that sin should come but, when it came, He equally
decreed that out of it and through it of His infinite purpose and mercy, He would
get to Himself glory and honour in the eternal redemption of an innumerable
company of people, which He has done.

Now, if you want a clincher on that, take this will you? Here is the Son of God
incarnate. He is here on this earth in the actual likeness of sinful flesh and we
know that He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners". We
know, too, that He never committed sin in thought or word or act - the sinless
One. Now He was crucified, and will you tell me why? On the face of it, the
circumstantial evidence why was He crucified? Because He preached something
that the ecclesiastical rulers of His day did not believe. He upset the dignitaries of
the Church of that day! He preached that He was the Son of God. "Oh," they
said, "this is blasphemy because that thou being a man doth make thyself equal
with God." You see the point don't you? From that moment the ecclesiastics
succeeded, andthey hadto succeed because God determined it. Now, if that was
not a piece of evil, will you tell me what was? If that was not absolute devilry,
what was? The crucifixion of the holy Lamb of God was the expression of man's
direst, extreme enmity and hate against God. "This is the Heir; come, let us kill
Him that the inheritance may be ours, at any price, get rid of Him", and they did
and God decreed it and, if He decrees that - the greatest piece of wickedness
that ever was perpetrated on the face of the globe - what can be exempted?

In case you are slow to believe it, listen to this. The day gf Pentecost has come
and the speaker is filled with the Holy Ghost and it is Peter. The dear man that
once fell, he now, by God's mercy is on his feet - and he is a new man indeed.
He said, "Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did
by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves know; Him, being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" - there you have it - "ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." Now you can
understand everything if you believe that. The two things there are very clear.
Here is the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God regarding the
crucifixion of Christ, but the act of wickedness is charged on those that did it.
"Ye with wicked hands have crucified and slain." God is not the author of it.
though God wisely purposed it to come, but He had nothing to do with the
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actual committing of the evil of it, and yet, out of that colossal evil, the cruci-
fixion of His dear Son, hang our hopes of eternal forgiveness of sin. "We know
that all things" - yes - I have established the point clearly that, even
r+'ickedness, evil that God purposes to take place, He brings good out of it for
His glory.

Having said all this, your afflictions, your troubles, your temptations, the
mistakes you have made - all work together for your good. We have made a
good many mistakes and, mark you, we have bitterly rued them. Ah! you don't
get over your mistakes in life cheaply. Well, some of us do not. You do not talk
about them, you do not tell people what mistakes you have made, that is best
kept to yourself, but you tell God about it and you will never forgive yourself for
u'hat you have done. But we have done it and cannot undo it. Yet all those things
work together for good. How? Why, the mistakes you have made, when they
have come home to roost with compound interest and made you bite your lip and
gnash your teeth with real repentance and anguish ofheart, they have taught you
where your wisdom lies. They have made us pray, "Hold thou me up, and I shall
be safe". "Keep me as the apple of the eye." You would never have prayed like
that if you had not been well knocked about by your own mistakes. His people
do make mistakes. but He does not throw them over. He is still the blessed
Father of His people. "How much more shall your Father which is in heaven
give good things to them that ask him?" You cannot undo the mistakes you
have made, but God can work blessing and profit to your soul through them
and He will.

They work together for good. I am not always the best judge of what is
good for myself. Why should He permit a person to lie a helpless invalid for
years and that person one who fears and loves His holy name? It was that person
who wrote: "Just as I am, without one plea

But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come."

It was worth it; she may not have thought so. Charlotte Elliott was her name.
The last verse of that hymn on the wondrous wheel of providence says:

"Through seas or hills it makes its way,

Though 
earth and hell oppose;

Iis hastening on the last great day,
Its wonders to disclose."

There are some wonders to come. By God's grace we shall see thdrn and we shall
be so surprised at the wonders we shall see. That which we thought was a
wonderfully kind providence, may not be quite so kind as we imagined; that
which we thought was the worst, the heaviest, the bitterest that could happen;
ah! when we get the other side of the veil and see in His light, what a difference!
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This is for them "that love God". You will say, "Yes, that's a query. Am I a
lover of Him?" Well, all I can say is, true love to God is a desire for union with
God. It is not the feeling of an emotion, though it is nice to have the feeling, but it
isnot thot so much as what goes before the feeling - the desire of the soul to be
one with God; 

,. "By eternar union one . . . "

says the soul that loves Him - "If only He and I were one". This is love. That is
deep love, real love. If only He and I were one, what an honour! What a
privilege! May God add His blessing. Amen.

The Abiding Presence
J .  C .  RYLE

"Lo, I am with you olway, even to the end of the world"
(Matthew 28:20)

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to conceive words more comforting, strengthening,
cheering and sanctifying than these. Let all true Christians lay hold on these
words and keep them in mind, Christ is with us always . Christ is with us wherever
we go. He came to be "Emmanuel, God with us" when He first came into this
world. He declares that He is ever "Emmanuel. God with us" when He comes
to the end of His earthly ministry and is about to leave the world.

He is daily with us to pardon and forgive; with us daily to sanctify and
strengthen; with us daily to defend and keep; with us daily to lead and guide;
with us in sorrow and wrth us in joy, with us in sickness and with us in health;
with us in life and with us in death; with us in time and with us in eternity. What
stronger consolation could believers desire than this?

a

A THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR I
"Oh, fathomless mercy! Oh, infinite grace.

With humble thanksgiving the road we retrace;
Thou never hast failed us, our strength and our stay,
To whom should we turn for the rest of the wav?"
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The Role and Message of
a Christian Minister

P.  D.  JOHNSON (London)

"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you
by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made
him to be sinfor us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness

of God in him"

(2 Corinthions 5 : 20-2 I )

ONE OF THE FAVOURITE PLACES the present writer used to visit, for
recreation from the usual scene of his ministerial labours, was the town of
Arbroath on the coast of Angus. After enjoying a picnic lunch in the small park
overlooked by the oldest Methodist church in Scotland - known locally as
"The Wee Totem Kirkie" because of the shape of its roof - he would join the
path along the top of the sandstone cliffs where, well away from the noise and
bustle of the fishing harbour below, he could find the quietness and solitude for
prayer. On fine days, he would stand at a certain point on the path, and gaze out
across the Firth of Tay to the Bell Rock lighthouse, standing several miles out to
s€a, and made famous by Robert Southey's poemThe Inchcape Bell. Oftenand
often did he reflect on the gratitude many a ship's crew must have felt, as they
began their approach to Dundee, for the skilled labours of those engineers who
somehow managed to construct a permanent lighthouse on those treacherous
rocks, and for those who work to ensure its beacon still shines for the benefit
of mariners today.

Similar feelings of gratitude for past labours and present provision should
also be found in every true minister's heart whenever he considers the Holy
Scriptures. What a mercy it is, in days like our own, when confusion seems to
characterise much of the professing Christian Church, enveloping many who
occupy the pulpit as well as many who fill the pew, to be able to turn to the
divinely-inspired pages of Holy Writ, and find that God's Word remains "a

lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path" (Psalm I l9:105). And at a time
when some Evangelical ministers seem to be coming under the influence of the
widespread confusion, and losing sight of their real work and fundamental
message, it is hoped that, under the blessing of God, the following Oxposition, in
which the apostle Paul reminds us of the role and message of a Christian
minister, will be of some service in reminding them of their calling, and
encourage them to exercise the type of Gospel ministry so desperately needed
in the present day.

23
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l. The Role of a Christian Minister

We must begin our exposition where the apostle begins in the passage under
consideration; i.e., by reminding ourselves of the role of the Christian minister.
Unless we are first clear in our minds about the role Christ's ministers are
called to play, we are likely to misinterpret the remainder of the passage, and fail
to see the truth, and feel the weight, of what Paul goes on to say about the
message of the Christian minister. Let us notice, first, three truths about the
ministerial office which emerge from Paul's great statement, "Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ . . . " (verse 20):

(a) He is an ambassador for Christ
There are several different types of secular work to which that of a Christian
minister is likened in the pages of Holy Scripture, the most frequent being that of
a shepherd. But in the passage before us, where the apostle Paul is speaking of
the tremendous subject of reconciliation between God and man, the illustration
of an ambassador is far more suitable for his purpose. An ambassador is a
country's official representative to another nation, and is usually a senior and
experienced member of his own nation's Diplomatic Corps. In times of peace,
he takes up residence in the country to which he is appointed, and where he
and his Embassy are granted the privilege of Diplomatic Immunity. In times of
war, he is recalled by his sending nation on the outbreak of hostilities, and is
often used later as an envoy to negotiate a peace. The role of an ambassador is
clearly of great importance, both for his own nation, and the nation to which he
is appointed. In a similar way, the true Christian minister is Christ's ambassador
to the people. He is the chosen representative through whom Christ chiefly
conveys His message to the needy sons of men. It follows, therefore, that the
role of a Christian minister is a vital one, involving as it does the honour of
Christ and the eternal welfare of souls, and any decline in the number and
efficiency of faithful ministers is something that should always be viewed with
considerable apprehension.

(b) He is appointed by Christ
"Now then we are ambassadorsfor Christ . . . " (verse 20). No ambassador ever
appoints himself, or writes out his own credentials. He is selected by his own
government or monarch, provided with suitable, official credentials, and takes
up residence in the nation to which he has been sent, only after his credentials
have first been scrutinised and accepted by his foreign host. Similarly, every man
that is rightly in the Christian ministry is there, not because of personal
ambition, family tradition, or promptings from other professing Christians, but
because the great Head of the Church has personally called, equipped and
commissioned him to be one of His spiritual ambassadors, and that man will
always look back upon Christ's call to such work with profound thankfulness
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and admiration. "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry" (l Timothy l:12).
.A,nd while it is usual for a man who professes a call to the Christian ministry to
have that call confirmed by the Church, that man's final, ultimate responsibility
for his subsequent ministry is to Christ, and not to a particular local Church or
denomination. He is "a servant of Jesus Christ" (Romans l:l) to the Churches,
not a servant of the Churches. There is always something rather sad about a
godly minister, who began his ministerial career with an eye that was single for
rhe glory of Christ and the salvation of souls, later becoming so taken up with his
personal reputation and influence in his particular circle, that the whole tenor of
his ministry undergoes a subtle change, and he wins the dubious accolade of
being "a good denominational man".

(c) He receives his message from Christ
Surely this fact is also implied in the apostle?s words, "Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ"? If an ambassador is faithful to his office, and true to
his credentials, he will not decide his own message, but hand in the message of his
sending country. Obviously, he must deliver it with all the ability, tact and
powers of persuasion he possesses, but the actual message he puts into the hands
of the representative of his host nation will be the same message that his own
government or monarch earlier passed to him. In other words, a true ambas-
sador is a conveyor of a message, rather than its originator. And does not this
equally apply to the minister who is called to act as Christ's ambassador in the
world? It is not for him to alter, in any way, the Gospel his divine Master has sent
him to proclaim, much less to presumptuously take upon himself the awful
responsibility of concocting a message which he feels would be more palatable.
Like the apostle Paul, he will be deeply aware that God "hath committed unto us
the word of reconciliation" (2 Corinthians 5:19), and labour, with the gifts
Christ has given him for the work of the ministry, to faithfully deliver his
Master's message, and gain his Master's commendation.

2. The Message of a Christian Minister

Having looked at the way the apostle Paul likens the role of a Christian minister
to that of an ambassador, we must now pass on to remind ourselves of the
great, central message Christ has commissioned His spiritual ambassadors to
deliver to this fallen world. We can place all that Paul says here under three
convenient headings: .j
(a) The nature of his messsge
The apostle does not leave us in any doubt as to the nature of the message Christ
had called him to proclaim: " . . . as though God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God" (verse 20). Here again, it may
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seem like stating the obvious, but this rs the primary message Christ continues to
commission His ambassadors to preach. The man whom the Lord Jesus Christ
appoints to the ministry is not asked to concentrate on politics, educational
systems, agricultural reforms, medical aid, nuclear disarmament, ecumenical
projects, or even on reconciling people to each other. His great work is to
proclaim the Gospel of God's free grace which alone can deal with man's most
profound need - his need to be reconciled to his Maker. What a reminder this
basic truth is that Christ's ambassadors are sent into a world that is not merely
indifferent to God, but living in open hostility to God. Man in his fallen state is
engaged in continuous, practical rebellion against his lawful heavenly
Sovereign, and utterly averse to both His laws and His glory. "Because the
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God" (Romans
8:7-8). Any attempt to alter man just by concentrating on certain besetting sins,
is but to medicate symptoms, while the underlying disease remains untreated.

Man's greatest and most pressing need is to be reconciled to God, and it is only
the pure Gospel of Christ that addresses itself to this fundamental, underlying
problem. That being so, then perhaps we can begin to see why one of the chief
characteristics of many Churches that profess to be Reformed and Evangelical
today is a lack of genuine conversions.Is this situation not the result of us losing
the art of preaching the Gospel in a truly evangelistic monner?There seems to be
no shortage of men willing to preach, but where ore the men who, realising the
true state and danger of the unconverted, and the wonderful provision God has
made for the salvation of sinners through the righteousness of Christ, are
spending time with this portion of their hearers, in a sincere endeavour to have
them reconciled to God? We would be amazed if one of our nation's ambas-
sadors, being sent to call a rebellious foe to lay down his arms, and be reconciled
to us on the most gracious terms, should address our foe as a friend and ally, and
encourage him in his present folly with words of comfort and reassurance. And
yet is not something akin to that being done in many of our so-called Evangelical
Churches, week after week, where both the resident minister, and the occasional
supply preachers, persist in addressing their congregations as though they were
all pious, and simply needed further instruction in godliness. Surely the
reminder that Paul gives us hereof the primary message of Christ's ambassadors
calls upon all who profess to be Christ's ministers to examine the nature of their
preaching, and ask themselves whether they are indeed still proclaiming " . . . be
ye reconciled to God"?

(b) The urgency of his message .i
The next important point the apostle emphasises about the message Christ sends
His ambassadors to declare, is that it is a most urgent message. Notice how the
expressions Paul uses in verse 20 bring this out very clearly: " . . . as though God
did beseech you by rrs: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God."
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Like any faithful envoy in a time of war, the apostle clearly understood that the
message he had been sent to deliver - "the word of reconciliation" - was not
only tremendous in itself, but of vital importance to the poor rebels against God
ro whom he had been commissioned to deliver it. And equally clearly did Paul
understand the need for the Gospel to be brought to lost sinners with all speed,
and for them to be confronted with God's gracious terms as a matter of urgency.
In other words, Paul saw the issues in the light of the coming Day of Judgment,
and knew that Christ required more of him than just a formal, polite delivery of
His message. "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we
percuade men. . . " (2 Corinthians 5:10-ll).

Neither was this deep concern and appreciation of the eternal consequences
involved something confined to the apostle to the Gentiles. What pains Christ
Himself took in instructing the ignorant, unconverted people of his day, and
what tears fell from His eyes as he contemplated what would soon befall an
impenitent and Cospel-rejecting Jerusalem! And was there not a similar note of
urgency in the apostle Peter's voice when he urged those who had been
awakened under his sermon on the Day of Pentecost to "Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38), and as he
continued to press the matter on them, as we read two verses later, "And with
many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this
untoward generation"?

Here again, one cannot but draf the contrast between the preaching of Christ
and His first ambassadors of New Testament times, and the preaching of some
who claim to be His ambassadors today. Even where the unsaved are addressed,
it is often done in such a brief or indirect manner as to almost preclude any
lasting, serious impressions being made upon the hearers. How often has one
heard Evangelical preachers, who claim to be "Reformed", say, within about
five minutes or so of the close of a sermon that has been aimed solely at believers,
''Now just a few words to any unbeliever present before I close", or whimper, at
stated points in the discourse, "We do need the Holy Spirit to . . . ", without ever
giving one direct, earnest exhortation to the unconverted souls sitting in front of
them! Under such defqctive preaching, it is hardly surprising that many hearers
conclude that the minister is either not in earnest about their souls, or that what
he is saying has no immediate relevance to them. Oh,'for a return to the biblical
kind of evangelistic preaching reflected in the sermons of ministers like Thomas
Boston, Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, Robert Murrdy M'Cheyne,
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, and the late Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, who did not
hesitate to regularly devote whole sermons to the awakening, conviction and
conversion of sinners, and who preached with a fulness, directness and sense of
urgency that are so lacking in many pulpits today!
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(c) The bosis for his message

No earthly ambassador can deliver a message of reconciliation to a group of
rebels unless his sending government or monarch has first taken positive steps to
make such a reconciliation possible. In other words, there must be aproper basis
tbr his message. It is equally true in the spiritual realm. Unless God, in His
sovereign grace and providence, has provided a means by which sinners can be
reconciled to Him, which at one and the same time vindicates His own character
and yet freely and fully pardons rebels, there is no real basis for a minister's
message of reconciliation.

How clearly Paul reveals in verse 2l of our passage that God ftas provided the
perfect way by which sinners can be reconciled to Him. "For he hath made him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him. " Oh, timely reminder of the wondrous grace of God that led Him to
make such a perfect provision for the justification of poor sinners ! To think that
the Father should allow His dearly beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was
sinless both in His human nature and throughout His earthly life, to take upon
Himself the sins of all His elect people, and die a substitutionary and sin-atoning
death on their behalf on the awful cross of Calvary!

What confirmation, too, that itis that work of Christ, i.e. His obedience and
satisfaction, that constitute "the righteousness of God" which justifies, for time
and eternity, every penitent sinner to whom it is imputed! No wonder that the
apostle Paul, when preaching at Antioch in Pisidia, assured his hearers, "Be it
known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are justified from all
things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts
l3:38-39). No wonder that Paul later wrote to the Christians at Rome, "For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek: for therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall
live by faith" (Romans l:16-17).

No wonder that Paul assured the Christians at Philippi that his desire was
"to be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ", the righteousness which is of
God by faith" (Philippians 3:9). No wonder that, during later periods of
awakening, like the eighteenth century revival, we find George Whitefield
exclaiming, "Oh, the righteousness of Christ! You must forgive me if I mention
it in every sermon."

Alas, that we do not have more of such preaching of justifibation by faith
among us in Evangelical circles today! Some who profess to be "Reformed" and
"Evangelical" scarcely make any reference to the justification of sinners
through the imputation of Christ's righteousness at all, and leave their hearers in
a fog through vague, indefinite statements about the death of Christ, etc. Others
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seem content with making occasionol references to the doctrine, but rarely take
rhe trouble t o prove and demonstrate this great, fundamental Gospel truth by an
actual exposition of the relevant scriptures. Oh, when will rrrinisters realise that,
in days like our own, when many who do come under Evangelical ministries
come from either completely atheistic backgrounds, or churches and cults
where sound doctrine has never been taught, Christ's ambassadors must take
pains to properly expound, in a full and objective way, those great biblical truths
concerning a sinner's justification before a holy and righteous God, if such
ignorant people are ever going to be saved? And will not a return to the public
preaching of the great doctrine of justification by the imputation of Christ's
righteousness prove the best bulwark against the current encroachments of
Roman Catholicism, deal with the problems many sincere converts have over
:Bsurance, and encourage a new concern for home evangelism and foreign
missions among us?

And who can tell but that a return, by ministers of the Gospel, to their true
work and basic message, may prove to be in our day, just as it was in the days of
their Evangelical forefathers, a sure earnest of the coming times of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord?

"Brethren, Pray for Us"
(1 Thessalonians 5:25)

C .  H .  SPURGEON

THIS ONE MORNING in the year we reserved to refresh the reader's memory
upon the subject of prayer for ministers, and we do most earnestly implore every
Christian household to grant the fervent request of the text first uttered by an
apostle and now repeated by us.

Brethren, our work is solemnly momentous, involving weal or woe to
thousands; we treat with souls for God on eternal business, and our word is
either a savour of life unto life, or of death unto death. A very heavy
responsibility rests upon us, and it will be no small mercy if at the last we be
found clear of the blood of all men. As officers in Christ's arrny, we are the
especial mark of the enmity of men and devils; they watch for our halting and
labour to take us by the heels. Our sacred calling involves us in temptations from
which you are exempt, above all it too often draws us away from our personal
enjoyment of truth into a ministerial and official consideration of it. We meet
with mariy knotty cases, and our wits are at a non plus; we observe very sad
backslidings, and our hearts are wounded; we see millions perishing, and our
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spirits sink. We wish to profit you by our preaching; wedesire to be blest to your
children; we long to be useful both to saints and sinners; therefore, dear friends,
intercede for us with our God.

Miserable men are we if we miss the aid of your prayers, but happy are we if we
live in your supplications. You do not look to us but to our Master for spiritual
blessings, and yet how many times has He given those blessings through His
ministers; ask then, again and again, that we may be the earthen vessels into
which the Lord may put the treasure of the Gospel. We, the whole company of
missionaries, ministers, city missionaries, and students, do in the Name of Jesus,
beseech you -

"BRETHREN, PRAY FOR US"
:g$i:

(From Spurgeon's Morning Portions)

"Choose You This l)ay"
(Joshua 24:15)

ISA A.  BUCKLEY

JOSHUA CHAPTER 24 brings before us a most impressive picture. The place,
the people, and the preacher, all unite to tell us that this is a gathering of the
greatest importance.

Shechem, and events connected with it, would be known to everyone. There
Abraham had built an altar, Jacob and his family knew it only too well, and now
it was a city of refuge. The people had gathered in an emotional state, perhaps
sorrowful, perhaps sorry, perhaps softened, for they knew that this would be
Joshua's farewell to them.

Joshua, the preacher under God, knew that never again would he speak to this
people whom he had loved and led for so long. He had been a faithful, loyal
servant of Moses, he had proved himself a great soldier, and a wise statesman.
He had led the people in victory and defeat, had endured their waywardness and
grumbling, and mourned over their sins and disobedience. But above all he had
been God's man, a man of the Book, and he yearned over this people that they
too might be the Lord's.

He calls them to remember, he gives them a history lesson. HC reminds them
of what they had been, what God had done for them, what God had made them,
and what God had given them; and in the light of all these things, to make
response to the call of God and forsake every false god, faithfully to follow God
alone, in obedience and truth.
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It was no light thing he asked of them, and well they knew it. What a choice!
Ir would not be of little importance but would affect every part of life, not only
for themselves but for their children after them. It would affect their own lives
and personalities, their families, their neighbours and friends. It would affect
rheir whole nation and its future, and their witness to the godless nations
around them.

To follow the "gods" of Egypt and the Amorites would mean that they would
become like the nations around them (very good for trade and business and
causing no offence to their neighbours by being "different"). They would
follow their "gods" and their customs, bring up their children in their filthy,
perverted ways, and copy their worldly, often immoral, lifestyles.

To follow the Lord would be a more costly way (how much more costly not to
follow the Lord!). Obedience to His Word, every part of life, worship, work,
home, marriage, family, children, all relationships under Him. It would be to
rurn from all that was unworthy of their holy God, and to rest upon His sure
promise of a Saviour who would come in the fulness of time.

What were their feelings and thoughts as they heard that word "Choose you
this doy whom ye will serve"? How awesome it must have been to hear the
response of the old warrior himself: "But as for me and my house, we will serve
rhe Lord." Matthew Henry puts it so beautifully:

"Not my house, without me.
Not I, without my house.
First I, and then my house."

We know how the people responded that day and no doubt there were many
among them, who by the grace of God, lived the rest of their lives in the light of
the choice they made to serve and fear the Lord. But we also know the future
history of Judah and Israel and the results of their backsliding and forsaking the
Lord. Not only did they suffer themselves, but their witness before the other
nations was marred and spoiled.

How vital it is that when God, in His sovereign will and purpose, says to us
"Choose you" we should respond wisely, seeking only His will and glory,
knowing that that will also be for our good.

It is helpful to compare the lives of some of whom we read in the scriptures,
and the outcome in their lives and through their influence which resulted
from their response to God's call, "Choose you". Jezebel and Ruth are
good examples.

These two women both came from heathen backgrounds, one a princess, the
other an ordinary person. Both had their lives touched by the influence of God's
professing people - this came about through marriage.

When Jezebel married Ahab she certainly married a wicked man, but she must
have known something of Israel's history, and of the mighty acts of the God of
Israel. She would know that God's people were to be so very different from those
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around them. Did she never fqel a longing to be different herself? Did she never
think perhaps that she could learn of this God, and seek to become His servant?
There were at least some godly folks left who could have helped her. But no,
it would seem that she set her heart upon leading her husband into deeper depths
of sin, seeking to pervert the people still further by introducing her "gods" and
their ways. In her attitude to Naboth and in her killing of the Lord's prophets she
made it clear that she had determined to shake her fist in God's face and defy His
call to repent.

What was the result? Her influence in her home was tragic. "But there was
npne like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of
the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up " (l Kings 2l :25). And it was the same
for both her son (1 Kings 22:51-52) and her daughter (2 Kings 8:18).

So it was also with the Church and the nation. There was no fear of God
before her eyes and there is no end to the wickedness which a wicked woman bent
upon evil can do. Jezebel has become a byword for all that is evil in women and
our daily newspapers and television screens make it clear that she has many
followers today. Her response had been, "As for me, I will not serve the Lord,
but myself".

Ruth's response to God's call, "Choose you this day whom ye will serve", is
so beautiful. Naomi's example and influence had been used of God to touch her
heart and her will and when the call came she was ready. "Intreat me not to leave
thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my
God: where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me,
and more also, if ought but death part thee and me" (Ruth l:16-17).

Ruth lived the rest of her life in the light of that response, even when it was
hard. It meant her native land and all its ways had to be left behind. A new land,
a new people, a new language. She was tested by poverty and did not shirk hard
work to provide for Naomi and herself. And then we see God in His wonderful
control of human affairs, bringing Ruth and Boaz together in His service and in
a truly God-honouring marriage. How wonderful it is to read Ruth's story, and
see her not only being blest, but being a blessing. A blessing to her husband, her
children, Naomi - y€s, the whole of Bethlehem - right down to us today.

In every part of her life as a woman, daughter, wife, mother, neighbour, Ruth
was God's woman, just as her husband was God's man. To them was given the
honour of being in David's ancestry,
Messiah's line.

and highest of all, in being counted in

There are more than enough clever women, smart women, fashionable
women today. May the Lord grant us many more like Ruth to be examples and
blessings to us all.

So we come back to Joshua's words on that great day so long ago: "Choose
you this day whom ye will serve." Who can begin to reckon the results of
our response?
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The Broad and the Narrow Ways
J. C. RYLE (Bishop of Liverpool, 1880-1900)

"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the woy, that
Ieadeth to destruction, ond mony there be which go in thereat: because strait is
rhe gate, ond narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that

find it" (Motthew 7:13-14)

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST gives us a general caution against the way of the
many in religion. It is not enough to think as others think, and do as others do.
It must not satisfy us to follow the fashion, and swim with the stream of those
among whom we live. He tells us that the way that leads to everlasting life is
"norrow", and "few" travel in it; He tells us that the way that leads to
everlasting destruction is "brood", and full of travellers:. "Many there be that
go in thereat."

These are fearful truths! They aught to raise great searching of heart in the
minds of all who hear them - "Which way am I going? By what road am I
travelling?" In one or other of the two ways here described, every one of us
may be found. May God give us an honest, self-inquiring spirit, and show us
r+'hat we are!

We may well tremble and be afraid, if our religion or way of life is that of the
multitude. If we can say no more than this that "we go where others go, and
worship where others worship, and hope we shall do as well as others at last", we
are literally pronouncing our own condemnation. What is this but being in the
"broqd way"? What is this but being in the road whose end is "destruction"?

Is our religion or way of life at present I way to life or destmction?

True religion is not popular and few agree with us. We must remember the words
of the Lord Jesus Christ in this passage: "The gate is strait (narrow)".
Repentance, and faith in Christ, and holiness of life, have never been fashion-
able. The true flock of Christ has always been small and it should not surprise us
to find that they are reckoned peculiar, and bigoted, and narrow-minded. This is
"the nerrow wey".Surely it is better to enter into life eternal with a few, than to
go to "destruction" with a multitude.

Satan promises the best, but pays with the worst; he promises honf,u., and pays
with disgrace; he promises pleasure and pays with pain, he promises profit and
pays with loss; he promises life and pays with death. But God pays as He
promises; all His payments are made in pure gold. 

Thomas Brooks
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Book Reviews
The Tlials of Purttanisnr. Papers rcad at the 1993 WestminsterConference.
Available from the Conference Secretary, John Harris, 8 Back Knowle Road,
Mirfield, West Yorkshire, WF14 9SA. pp. 156. f3.75 (incl. postage).

This is a valuable little book, packed full of the history of the Christian Church
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Focused on life in Christ's College,
Cambridge, then the cradle of Puritanism, it is sprinkled with mini-biographies
of men there involved in the changing convictions that split the Church; the
puritanism of John Penry; the high churchism of Laud; the oppressive reign of
Charles I; and the saintly Samuel Rutherford. After the Westminster Assembly
the settlement saw the Church divided into four parties - the Episcopal party,
the Presbyterians, the Independents, and the Erastians (e.g. John Lightfoot).
This has changed little to the present. This publication is a bird's-eye view, with
much valuable detail for students and all members of the Church. W.J.B.

T. C. Hammond: Irish Christian Warren Nelson. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 178. f,4.95.

Thomas Chatterton Hammond, an outstanding authority on the Romish
controversy, was Superintendent of the Irish Church Missions in Dublin for
seventeen years before becoming Principal of Moore Theological College,
Sydney, Australia.

Mr. Nelson, the founder of the Irish Bible School, and now rector of Virginia,
Co. Cavan, has put us in his debt for this well researched and written book.

The chapter on "The Land of Saints and Sinners" will help to the under-
standing of the background to Irish problems, whilst the one entitled "Ireland

after Hammond" will acquaint the reader as to the present situation.
T. C. Hammond wrote, amongst other books, .In Underst anding be Men, a hand-

book on Christine doctrine, which has been translated into several languages. His
book, The One Hundred Tbxts, is well known and greatly appreciated. Mr.
Nelson rightly says: "It is a miniature encyclopaedia of the main differences
between Roman Catholicism and the teaching of the Reformed Churches."

We warmly commend T. C. Hammond: Irish Christian and hope it will be
widelyread. M.H.

Six Remarkable Ministers. B.A. Ramsbotto-. Corpel Standard Trust
Publications. pp. 352. f8.95.

The accounts given in this well presented book are indeed remarkable.
Considering the circumstances through which these six godly men passed, it is a
wonder that they came to be ministers of the Gospel of Christ. The illiteracy of
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Mr. Godwin, turned by direct miracle into an understanding of Christian
doctrine, shows how great our God is. Only the Lord could have done such
u'onders as curing stammering and converting a Jew, or causing a piece of paper
ro be handed over at just the right time, and then go on to direct the pathways of
these men in such strange circumstances. Mr. Moxon, perhaps, summarises the
r+'hole by quoting, "Determined to save, He watched o'er my path", and many
others, past and present, will be able say a heartfelt "Amen" to that.

The book is to be commended to our readers as it shows very clearly the way
God can prepare men for His work in all generations. It also reminds us of our
Lord's words: "Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous,
but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth labourers into his harvest" (Matthew 9:37-38). p.K.

How to Behave in Church - a Guide to Church Life. Peter Jeffery.
Evangelical Press. pp. ll2. t2.95.

Peter Jeffery writes this book based on I Timothy, in a clear lucid way from
rvhich the most simple believer can benefit and follow easily. He quite rightly
stresses that the book is necessary because of the general lack of authority
among Church members.

The book is thought-provoking; for example, "Christians need the Church
for its problems as well as its blessings". A very necessary section covers children
listening to sermons. He points out that if children are capable of understanding
they ought to be with their parents listening to the message. The true place of
preaching is emphasised and the Church's response to it.

Another helpful section is the one dealing with the place of women. There are
many things women can do, but to preach in public worship is definitely not
one of them.

Christians and their attitude to riches is another helpful chapter. To quote:
"A healthy biblical attitude to money by all believers would mean never to have
to cut back its work because of financial reasons."

Finally, the author reminds us that we are to live so that others will say,
' 'Behold how these Christians love one another' ' , it will not be easy and is only
possible as we maintain a close fellowship with Jesus Christ. p.H.

Covenanting with God. Gwyn Davies. Avaitab[e from The Evangelical
Movement of Wales, Bryntirion, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF31 4DX,
Wales. f3.50. ,
The whole concept of a covenant relationship between God and His faithful
people is to be found woven through the pages of Scripture. Hence it demands
the attention of all Christians. It was taught by the Reformers, later by William
Williams and Thomas Charles in Wales. and manv others.
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This book is intended to help the many new congregations recently established
to appreciate the principle of covenanting, both by individuals and by Churches.
It contains a collection of forms of covenant as used by Matthew Henry, the
great commentator, and many other benefactors of the Church.

Individuals may make a covenant with God, as a responsive thanksgiving for
the gift of faith. It was when covenanting was replaced by a "decision card" that
it became unpopular. This book calls for renewal of covenanting on the right
basis, a changed way of life inspired by a changed heart.

Churches too may make covenants with God, when they pledge themselves to
support missionaries or evangelists, or Christian charities, and in observing the
Lord's Day, and living in brotherly love with other Christians, and in attending
meetings for prayer. Some Churches make Church membership dependent on
signing such a contract. This book is inspiring. W.J.p.
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